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Preface 


This dictionary has been specially prepared for those learning English up to the 
Intermediate level. 

Language is made up of words (the vocabulary) and of the accepted ways of putting 
these words together (the syntax). We learn words and expressions in the mother 
tongue by hearing them used, again and again, in infancy, and always in particular 
situations. We are strongly motivated because we have to communicate. Words may 
have numerous meanings for many different situations. It is only when we have heard 
or seen a word repeatedly that we begin to know it. 

For a foreign language (eg English for a German child) or for a second language 
(eg English for a Nigerian child in a home where English is spoken by the family), 
there are other ways of identifying words. The equivalent in the mother tongue may 
be given by the teacher, or found by the learner in a bilingual dictionary. By this 
means identification is immediate and can be (but is not always) accurate. This is a 
first step only, however. Until the learner can use the words confidently and accurately, 
until he has instant recognition and recall of the word, he does not know it. 

A good teacher will use well-tried methods to give the meaning of new words without 
the use of the mother tongue. He may use drawings and diagrams. A very competent 
teacher may explain a new word by using other words already known. This is what 
a monolingual dictionary (such as this one) attempts to do. 

What, then, are the advantages of a monolingual dictionary such as this, in which 
English words are dealt with in English? Modern textbooks encourage learners to 
think, write and speak in English only. This may be difficult at first but the rewards 
are well worth it.-It is the more natural way of acquiring competence in a language. 
As soon as a learner has the confidence to read simple English sentences, he can use 
a monolingual dictionary if it provides simple definitions and notes to help him to 
use the vocabulary in context. 

A bilingual dictionary has some claims to usefulness. There are some words for which 
there is usually a clear and unambiguous equivalent (tulip, panther, chisel, valve). 
But there are thousands of words with no exact equivalent, which, even when defined 
clearly, need examples before they are fully known. A word in isolation is a dead 


V 


word. It comes to life when it occurs in a sentence. There are hundreds of verbs for 
which patterns must be learnt. Set is a short and easy-looking verb but if you look 
up set in this dictionary you will find that it has several meanings, that it is used in 
several sentence patterns, that it combines with adverbs and prepositions in meanings 
far removed from the simple usage of ‘The sun sets in the west’. These phrasal verbs, 
set about[back|down]out, etc all need illustrative phrases or sentences to show the 
meaning. In this dictionary the illustrative phrases and sentences help the learner to 
become familiar with words in their normal contexts. He may know that the verb 
sever means ‘cut’. He must learn, from seeing examples the contexts in which sever 
is correct. We do not ‘sever meat at meals’ but our government may ‘sever diplomatic 
relations with a neighbouring country’. 

Remember, there are very few real synonyms in English. Small bilingual dictionaries 
which give equivalents encourage errors. A good monolingual dictionary such as this 
one will not. 

The learner may think that because a bilingual dictionary provides a quick and 
apparently complete answer to problems of word meanings he need not use a good 
monolingual dictionary. If he can be encouraged to use this dictionary systematically, 
he will soon see its advantages. 


London 1978 A S Hornby 
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Sample entries 


word-division 


е has а \~-'boy/|'gir. 


style marker 


simple definitions 


5 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 

« burst in (on/upon), (a) interrupt: He ~ т 
* on our conversation. (b) appear or arrive sud- 
| denly. 


special arrangement 
of phrasal verbs. 
Parentheses () show 
where words may be 
omitted. 





| into: The coat fell in the fire and ~ into flames. 


haa show : ‚ (b) ~ into tears|laughter|song, suddenly be- | 
а | gin to cry/laugh, etc; ~ into blossom, begin to + 
ternative words | bloom. 
may be used | burst out laughing/crying, suddenly be- 
_ gintolaugh/cry. 
irregular tenses with 
phonetic transcription 
ct 

a pretty kettle of 
cross reference to 
other words 








| burst into, (a) send out suddenly; break out | 





phonetic transcription 
for each headword 


part of speech 


examples of usage 
(with stress-marks 
where necessary) 


doubled consonants 


countable/uncountable 
uses of nouns 


example sentences 
showing current usage 


American English 
pronunciations 


comparative and 
superlative forms of 
adjectives 


idiomatic expressions 
in bold type 


Vil 


Headwords 


Compounds 


Derivatives 


idiomatic 
expressions 


Phrasal 
verbs 


vill 


The arrangement of the entries 


Headwords are printed in bold type: 
fact fac-tion fac-tor 


The bold dot (-) in the headword shows where the word may 
be divided in written English. It is usual to divide a word when it 
needs more space than is left at the end of a line. 


fac-sim-ile false-hood 


Where two headwords have the same spelling they are numbered: 
fan' /fen/n 


fan? /fen/ vt,vi 


Compounds (whether written as one word, with a hyphen or as 
two separate words) are printed in bold type and listed in alpha- 
betical order after the entry for the headword: 


family /'femli/ п 
family doctor, general practitioner. 
family name, = surname. 
ifamily ‘planning, (use of birth control for) 
planning the number of children, intervals be- 
tween births, etc ina family. 
family 'tree, genealogical chart. 


Derivatives follow the headword entry in the same way: 


fa-natic /fa'netik/ и 
fa-nati-cally /-kli/ adv 
fa-nati-cism /-sizom/ и [U] excessive enthu- 
siasm; [С] instance of this. 


Idiomatic expressions are included at the end of the appropriate 
definition and are printed in bold italic type: 
gain? /gein/ v/,vi1 obtain (something wanted 

or needed): ~ experience; ~ an advantage over 

a competitor. gain time, improve one’s 

chances by delaying something, making ex- 

cuses, etc. gain the upper hand, be victori- 

ous. 


Phrasal verbs are printed in bold italic type before the appro- 
priate definition: 

gain on/upon (a) get closer to (the person 

or thing pursued): ~ on the other runners in a 

race. (b) go faster than, get farther in advance 

of: ~ on the police. 
Some verbs, such as be, bring, come, get, go, make, take, are used 
with a variety of prepositions and adverbial particles to form 
special expressions. These combinations are given as a separate 


Nouns 


Adjectives 


section at the end of the entry for the verb and are listed in 
alphabetical order: 
close? /klauz/ vt,vi 

5 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 

ositions): 

close down, (а) (of a factory, business, etc) 

stop production, shut completely. (b) (of a 

broadcasting station) stop transmitting: The 

time is just after midnight and we are now clos- 

ing down. Hence, 'close-downn 

close in, The days are closing in, getting 

shorter. close in on/upon, (а) cover оп all 

sides: Darkness ~d in on us. (b) come nearer) 

and attack: The enemy ~dinonus. 
Note the use of parentheses ( ) and obliques | in idiomatic 
expressions and phrasal verbs. 
The parentheses surround words which can be omitted when using 


the expression in a sentence. 
fall? /fo:l/ vi fall flat (on one’s face), 
look? /lok/ vi,vi 


look away (from sti}, 
look back (on sth), 


The oblique is used to give optional words in an expression: 
bar-gain /'ba:gin/ и [С] a good/bad bargain, 
beaten /'bi:tn/ go off/keep to the beaten track, 


Noun entries are marked [<], [U}, or [C,U]. 

[С] means that the noun has a singular and a plural form. It can 
be used with a, an, another and with numbers. Nouns used in these 
ways are countable. 

[U] means that the noun does not have a plural form. It is used 
with some, a lot of, encugh, etc. Nouns used in these ways are 
uncountable. 

[C,U] means that the noun can be used as either countable or 
uncountable. 


Adjectives sometimes have comparative or superlative forms by the 
addition of -r, -st; -er, -est; or -ier, -iest. The dictionary will tell 
you when this 15 possible by printing these endings in parentheses 
at the beginning of the entry. 

blue’ /blu:/ adj (-r, -st) 

deep" /di:p/ adj (-er, -est) 

funny /'fani/ adj (-ier, -iest) 

A few adjectives have special comparative and superlative forms 


9004! /gud/ adj (better, best) 
bad! /bzd/ adj (worse, worst) 


irregular 
forms 


Doubled 
consonants 


Style 


Pronunciation 


Whenever the forms of a verb (past participle, present participle, 
past tense) are irregular, these forms are given at the beginning of 
an entry in parentheses: 


break? /breik/ уг, у? (pt broke /brauk/, pp broken /'brauken/) 
drive? /draiv/ vi,vi (pt drove /dravv/, pp ~n /'drivn/) 
fry /frai/ vt,vi (3rd person sing, present tense fries, pt,pp fried) 


Many verbs that end in a single consonant have this letter 
repeated to make the past participle or the present participle. Some 
adjectives repeat the last consonant in the same way. The 
Dictionary shows this by printing the ending in parentheses: 
flap? /flep/ vt,vi (-pp-) 

hot /hot/ adj (-ter, -test) 


Speaking and writing good English is not only a problem of 
grammatical correctness. The word or expression must be right for 
the particular context. Entries are marked formal, informal, slang, 
dated, etc to help you. 

Often, the Dictionary will tell you which word is more usual: 


да! /9=1/ п (dated informal) = gil. 
val-iant /'vezliont/ adj brave (the usual word). 


American variants for spelling, pronunciation and meaning are 
shown by (US) before the information. 


Each headword and derivative has a phonetic spelling of the word 
immediately after the ordinary spelling. Phonetic spelling is a way 
of writing so that one symbol always represents only one sound. 
By learning the symbols you will be able to pronounce the words 
in the Dictionary. A list of the phonetic symbols used in this 
Dictionary is printed on the inside cover for easy reference. 
When a word has more than one syllable, one of them is pro- 
nounced with more force than the rest. This is called stress and the 
syllable which is stressed is shown with a stress-mark /'/ before it 
in the Dictionary. In longer words, other syllables may also be 
pronounced with more force than the rest but this stress is not as 
strong as those marked /'/. The stress-mark /,/ is used to show 
this. So, /'/ is used to mark the primary stress and |,/ is used 
to mark the secondary stress: 

falsi-fi-ca-tion /,fo:lsifi'kerfn/ и [СЧ] 

fam-ili-ar-ity /fo,muli'zrati/ 

Stress-marks are also given for compounds and expressions when- 
ever this information is useful: 

Напсу-Чгее 

'gad-about, 

be 'т on, 

баке sb 'down a peg (or two), 


The pronunciations recommended are those which research has 
shown are the most common and the most useful for those learning 
English. If English people around you repeatedly use a pronuncia- 
tion not given here, either discuss the choice with them or join them 


in their usage. 


Symbols and abbreviations used 


abbr abbreviation 


adj adjective 

ady adverb 

(anat) anatomy 
(astron) astronomy 

[C] countable noun 


(chem) chemistry 
(C of E) Church of England 
(comm) commerce 


conj conjunction 
eg for example 
esp especially 


(fig) figurative 
(Fr) French 
(GB) British 
(geom) geometry 

le in other words 
(/t) Italian 
(maths) mathematics 
(med) medicine 
(mil) — military 
(myth) mythology 
n noun 


(naut) 
(P) 
pl 


nautical 
Proprietary name 
plural 

past participle 
preposition 
pronoun 

past tense 

Roman Catholicism 
somebody 
singular 

slang 

something 
uncountable noun 
American 

verb intransitive 
verb transitive 
look at (cross- 
reference) 

taboo 

shows a change in 
the part of speech 
in an entry 


XI 


Xi 


Vowels and 
Diphthongs 


Consonants 


Phonetic symbols 


as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 


-OMDYNOUOAWDND = 
> = 6 Oo 6 4a A 


as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 


Oo< MAAR rar TU 


['/ represents primary stress as in about /a'baut/ 


see /|si:/ 
sit /sit/ 
ten /ten/ 
hat /het/ 
arm /a:m/ 
got /got/ 
saw /so:/ 
put [ро 
too /tu:/ 
cup /kap/ 


pen ‚реп/ 
bad /bed/ 
tea /ti:/ 
did /did/ 
cat /kzt/ 
got /got/ 
chin /tfin/ 
June /dzu:n/ 
fall /fo:1/ 
voice /vois/ 
thin /61n/ 
then /деп/ 


11 3 
125 
13 e1 
14 90 
15 ar 
16 au 
17 эт 
18 1э 
19 еэ 
20 ua 


13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 j 
24 w 


~TSsS es gran 


as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 


as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 
as in 


fur /f3:(r)/ 
ago /a'gau/ 
page /peid3/ 
home /houm, 
five /farv/ 
now /nau/ 
join /45эт/ 
near /птэ(г)/ 
hair /hea(r)/ 
pure /pjuo(r), 


so /sau/ 
zoo /zu:/ 
she /fi:/ 
vision /'vizn/ 
how /hau/ 
man /mzen/ 
no /nou/ 
sing /sin/ 
leg /leg/ 
red /red/ 
yes /jes/ 
wet /wet/ 


|,/ represents secondary stress as in academic /=КэЧептиК/ 

(r) In spoken British English an ‘r’ at the end of a written word 
(either as the final letter or in an -re ending as in fire) is not 
pronounced unless another word follows which begins with a 
vowel sound. To show this, the phonetic spelling has (r) at the end. 
/-| Hyphens preceding and/or following parts of a repeated 
transcription indicate that only the repeated part changes. 


Aa 


A’, a /ei/ (pl A's, a's /eiz/) the first letter of the 
English alphabet. 

АЛ /,e1'wan/ (a) (of ships) first class. (b) (in- 
formal) excellent: feeling Al, in excellent 
health. 

a? /э strong form: ei/, an /on strong form: en| 
indefinite article (an is used before a vowel) > 
the. 1 one (but no particular one): / have а pen 
(pl = some pens). Have you a pen (pl = any 
pens)? I said ‘a train was coming, not 'the train. 
2 (used when speaking or writing about num- 
ber, quantity, groups, etc): a lot of money; a 
little more, a few books; half a dozen; half an 
hour; a friend of mine, one of my friends. 
(Note: When several objects, etc are parts of a 
known group, the indefinite article is not 
repeated: a knife and fork.) 3 each: 60 miles an 
hour; twice a week; 20р a metre. 4 that which is 
called; every: A horse is an animal (pl = Horses 
are animals). 5 another; one like: He thinks he 
isa Napoleon. 

aback /s'bek/ adv be taken a'back, be 
suddenly surprised or upset: He was taken ~ 
at the news/by the cost of the repairs. 

aba-cus /'zbokes/ п [С] (pl ~es or -ci 
/‘zeebasa1/) frame with beads or balls sliding on 
rods, for teaching numbers to children, or 
(still in East Asia) for calculating. 

abaft /эфа: US: a'beft/ adv, prep (паи!) at, 
in, toward, behind, the stern half (back part) 
ofaship. 

aban-don!’ /s'bendon/ п [Ч] careless free be- 
haviour without thinking of the consequences 
or of convention: dancing with gay ~. 

aban-don? /a'bendon/ vt 1 go away from, 
not intending to return to: The order was given 
to ~ ship, for all on board to leave the (sink- 
ing) ship. He ~ed his wife and child. 2 stop 
(doing something): They ~ed the game be- 
cause of rain. 3 abandon oneself to, allow 
oneself to feel, act, etc because of necessity, ex- 
treme emotion, etc: He ~ed himself to despair. 
aban-doned adj (a) immoral; having no 
shame: an ~ed girl. (b) left or deserted (with 
no intention to return or reclaim): an ~ed 
car|wife. 
aban-don-ment 7 [0] 

abase /s'beis/ vt abase oneself, (formal) 
lower oneself in dignity or respect. 
abase-mentn[U] 

abashed /s'beJt/ adj (formal) very em- 
barrassed or ashamed. 

abate /o'beit/ vi,vi 1 (of winds, storms, 
floods, pain, etc) make or become less: The 
ship sailed when the storm ~d. 2 (legal) bring 
to an end: We must ~ the smoke nuisance in 


A/abide 


our big cities. 
abate-ment 7 [0] abating; decrease. 

ab.at-toir /'ebatwa:(r) US: ,eba'twa:r/ п [С] 
slaughter-house (for cattle, sheep, etc). 

ab-bess /'ebes/ и [С] woman (Mother 
Superior) at the head of a convent or nunnery. 

ab-bey /'zbi/ п [С] (p/ ~s) 1 building(s) in 
which monks or nuns live as a community in 
the service of God. 2 the community. 

ab-bot /‘zbat/ n [С] man (Father Superior) at 
the head of an abbey or monastery. 

ab-brevi-ate /o'bri:vieit/ vt shorten (a word, 
title, etc): ~ January to Jan. 

ab-brevi-ation /a,bri:vi'eifn/ 1 1 [U] abbre- 
viating or being abbreviated. 2 [C] shortened 
form (esp of a word). 

ABC /e1 bi: 'si:/ и the alphabet. as easy as 
ABC, very easy. 

ab-di-cate /'ebdikeit/ vt,vi1 surrender or re- 
nounce a high office, control or responsibility. 
2 give up the throne: King Edward VIII ~d in 
1936. 

ab-di-ca-tion /,ebdi'keifn/ и 1 [U] abdicat- 
ing. 2[C] instance of this. 

ab-do-men /'zbdamen/ п [С] 1 part of the 
body that includes the stomach and bowels. 2 
last (back part) of the three divisions of an in- 
sect, spider, etc. 

ab-domi-nal /z2b'dominl/ adj in, of, for, the 
abdomen: ~ pains. 

ab-duct /eb'dakt/ vt take or lead (esp а 
woman or child) away unlawfully, by force or 
fraud. > kidnap. 
ab-duc-tion /eb'dakfn/2[C,U] 

abeam /o'bi:m/ adv (naut) on a line at a right 
angle to the length of a ship or aircraft. 

ab-er-ra-tion /,ebo'reifn/ п 1 [U] (usually 
fig) turning away from what is expected, nor- 
mal or right: stealing something ina moment of 
~. 2 [C] instance of this; defect: an ~ in the 
computer; a mental ~, sudden instance of 
forgetting, eg a name that is usually easily 
remembered. 

abet /s'bet/ vz (-tt-) abet (in), (legal) help or 
encourage (in vice, crime). aid and abet sb, 
(legal) help him to do something illegal. 

abey-ance /o'beians/ n [0] condition of not 
being in force or in use for a period of time. be 
in abeyance, suspended, eg until more in- 
formation 1$ obtained. fall/go into 
abeyance, (legal) (of a law, rule, custom, 
etc) be stopped for a time; be no longer ob- 
served. 

ab-hor /ab'ho:(r)/ vt (-rr-) (formal) think of 
witn hatred and disgust: ~ cruelty to both chil- 
dren and animals. 

ab-hor-rence /ob'horons US: -'ho:r-/ п [9] 
(formal) hatred, disgust: hold something in~. 

ab-hor-rent /ab'hpront US: -'ho:r-/ adj (for- 
mal) hateful; causing horror: Torture is ~ to 
him. 

abide /a'baid/ vt,vi 1 abide by, (formal) be 
faithful to; keep: ~ by a promise/decision. 2 
cannot/can't/couldn't abide, cannot/ 


abiding /about 


could not tolerate; hate(d): She can’t ~ that 
man| beating children. 

abid-ing /2'baidin/ adj (literary) lasting. 

abil-ity /o'biloti/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [Ц] (possible) ca- 
pacity or power (to do something physical or 
mental). to the ,best of my a'bility, as well 
as I can. 2 [0] cleverness; intelligence: a man of 
great ~. 3 [С] mental power; talent: а man of 
many abilities. 

ab-ject /'zbdzekt/ adj (formal) 1 (of condi- 
tions) poor; miserable: living in ~ poverty. 2 
(of a person, his behaviour) disliked or 
thought to be worthless because cowardly or 
undignified: an ~ apology. 
ab-ject-ly adv 

ablaze /s'bleiz/ adj, adv (formal) 1 on fire: 
The whole building was soon ~. 2 (fig) shining; 
bright: excited: The streets were ~ with lights. 

able /'eibl/ adj 1 Бе able to do sth, have the 
power, means or opportunity: Will you be ~ 
to come? г> сап?, could. 2 (-r, -st) clever; 
capable; having or showing knowledge, skill: 
an ~ lawyer|speech; the ~st|most ~ man I 
know. 
,;able-'bodied adj physically strong. 

~able (also -ible) /-эЫ/ suffix 1 (noun + ~ = 
adj) showing qualities of: fashionable; respons- 
ible. 2 (verb + ~ = adj) that can be, fit to be: 
eatable; reducible. 
-ably, -ibly /-abli/ adv 

ab-lu-tions /2'blu:{nz/ p/ ceremonial wash- 
ing of the hands or the body, esp as an act of 
religion. 

ably /'erbli/ adv in an able(2) manner. 

ab-nor-mal /,z2b'no:ml/ adj different from 
what is normal, ordinary or expected: ~ tem- 
peratures for the time of year. 
ab-nor-mally /-mali/ adv 

ab-nor-mality /,2bno:'mezleti/ п [U] quality 
of being abnormal; [C] (p/ -ies) thing, part, 
that is abnormal: physical abnormalities. 

aboard /2'bo:d/ adv, prep on, in, onto or into 
a ship, aircraft, or (US) a train or motor- 
coach: It’s time togo~. All~! Welcome ~! 

abode /2'boud/ п of/with no fixed ab- 
ode, (legal) having no permanent home. 

abol-ish /o'bolif/ vt put an end to, do away 
with, eg war, slavery, an old custom. 

abol-ition /,zbe'lifn/ п [О] abolishing or be- 
ing abolished (esp used, in the 18th and 19th 
centuries, of Negro slavery). 
abol-ition-ist /-fanist/ п [С] (esp) person 
who wished to abolish Negro slavery. 

A-bomb /'e1 bom/n = atomic bomb. 

abom-in-able /s'bominobl/ adj 1 causing 
hatred and disgust. 2 unpleasant; bad: ~ 
weather| food. 
abom.-in-ably /-obli/ adv 

abom-in-ate /s'bomineit/ vt 1 (formal) feel 
hatred or disgust for. 2 dislike. 

abom.in-ation /s,bom'neifn/ п (formal) 1 
{U] horror and disgust: hold poverty in~ 2[С] 
something that produces horror and disgust: 
Poverty isan~w. 


abo-rig-inal /,ebo'ridzinl/ adj (of people, 
living creatures, etc) belonging to, existing in, 
a region from earliest times, or from the time 
when the region was first known. о п [С] ear- 
liest inhabitant, plant, etc of a region. 

Abo-rig-ine /,z2ba'ridzeni/ п [С] Australian 
aboriginal person. 
the abo-rig-ines /,2bo'ridzani:z/, the abori- 
ginal inhabitants. 

abort /2'bo:t/ vt,vi 1 come to nothing; cancel: 
~ a space mission, eg because of mechanical 
trouble. 2 give birth to an undeveloped foetus. 

abor-tion /эЪо:[п/ п 1 [U] (legal) expulsion 
of the foetus from the womb during the first 28 
weeks of pregnancy; helping or causing this. 2 
[C] instance of this: have an illegal ~. 
abor-tion-ist /-fanist/, (a) person who 
brings about an abortion. (b) person who 
favours and supports legal abortion. 

abort-ive /a'bo:tiv/ adj unsuccessful: an ~ 
rebellion/attempt. 
abort-ively adv 

abound /2'baund/ vi have, exist, in great 
numbers or quantities: The river ~s with fish. 
Fish ~ in the river. 

about’ /s'baut/ adv of degree a little more ог 
less than; a little before or after: ~ as high as 
that tree; for ~ three miles; ~ six o'clock; on or 
~ the fifth of May. > exactly, just?(5). be 
about time..., (informal) time to do some- 
thing immediately: /Г5 ~ time you stopped be- 
ing so rude. be about it/the size of it, (in- 
formal) be how I judge it, how I understand it. 

about? /s'bavt/ adverbial particle 1 (used 
with verbs of movement) here and there, in no 
particular direction: The children were rushing 
~. The boys were climbing ~ on the rocks. 2 
(used with other verbs, showing position, etc): 
There were books lying ~ on the floor. 3 (used 
with be): There was no one ~, no one to be 
seen. be (,out and) a'bout (again), able to 
get out, work, etc after an illness. be up and 
a'bout, out of bed and active. 4 bring sth 
about, © bring(5). come about, > 
come(13). 5 facing round; in the opposite 
direction: /Г5 the wrong way ~. Aw turn! 
(GB), A~ face! (US), (mil commands) turn 
round to face the other way. 
a bout-'face п [С] complete reversal of opin- 
ions, etc: He did a complete ~-face when he 
realized how unpopular he was! 

about? /a'baut/ prep 1 (used with verbs of 
movement) here and there, in no particular 
direction: walking ~ the town; travelling ~ the 
world. 2 (used with other verbs showing posi- 
tion, state, etc): idle men standing ~ street 
corners; books and papers lying ~ the room. 3 
near to: J dropped the key somewhere ~ here. 4 
concerning; regarding; in connection with: He 
is careless ~ his personal appearance. What do 
you know ~ him? Tell me all ~ it. How/ 
What about..., (used to ask for informa- 
tion, to make a suggestion or to get a person’s 
opinion): How ~ going to France for our holi- 


days? 5 concerned or occupied with: And while 
you're ~ it..., and while you’re doing that... 
go/set about sth, deal with it: Do youknow 
how to go ~ it? 6 round (the usual word): the 
fields ~ Oxford. She hung ~ his shoulders. 7 
be about to + inf, be just going to (do some- 
thing): As / was (just) ~ to say, when you inter- 
rupted me... He was ~ to start speaking, 
when.... 

above!’ /s'bav/ adv 1 at a higher point; over- 
head; on high: My bedroom is just ~. A voice 
from ~ shouted a welcome. 2 earlier (in a 
book, article, etc): as 1 mentioned]/stated~... 
ajbove-'board adv without deceiving; 
honourably. о adj frank; open(8). & under- 
hand. 
a,bove-'mentioned/-'named_ adj штеп- 
tioned/named earlier in this book, article, list, 
etc. 

above? /s'bav/ prep 1 higher than: The sun 
rose ~ the horizon. The water came ~ our 
knees. We were flying ~ the clouds. (Note: 
Compare: We flew over/across the Sahara.) 2 
greater in number, price, weight, etc: The tem- 
perature has been ~ average recently. Appli- 
cants must be ~ the age of 21. 3 above all, 
more than anything else: A~ all, I love Mo- 
zart. I love jazz ~ all. over and above, > 
over?(8). 4 too great, good, difficult, etc for: 
If you want to learn, you must not be ~ asking 
(= not be too proud to ask) questions. He is ~ 
deceit, does not practise deceit. 5 out of reach 
of (because too great, good, etc): His conduct 
has always been ~ reproach|suspicion. 6 (vari- 
ous uses): the waterfall ~ (= upstream from) 
the bridge. A colonel is ~ a major, higher in 
rank. > also head(20). 

ab-ra-ca-dabra /|,zbroko'debro/ и [0] word 
used to encourage magic. 

ab-ra-sion /o'brei3n/ и 1 [9] rubbing, scrap- 
ing, or wearing off. 2 [С] area where some- 
thing has been worn or scraped away: an ~ of 
the skin. 

ab-ras-ive /o'breisiv/ и [C,U] substance (eg 
emery) used for rubbing or grinding down sur- 
faces. п adj 1 causing abrasion. 2 (fig) harsh, 
rough: an ~ voice/character. 

abreast /2'brest/ adv (of persons, ships, etc) 
on a level, side by side, and facing the same 
way: walking three ~,; warships т [те ~. be/ 
keep abreast (of/with), up to date: keep 
~ of the news. 

abridge /2'brid3/ vt make shorter, esp by us- 
ing fewer words: an ~d edition of ‘David Cop- 
perfield . 
abridge-ment, abridg-ment л [0] abridg- 
ing; [C] thing, eg a book, that is abridged. 

abroad /2'bro:d/ adv 1 in or to a foreign 
country or countries; away from one’s own 
country: be/go/live/travel ~; visitors who have 
come from ~. 2 (dated) far and wide; every- 
where: There’s a rumour ~ that..., People are 
saying that... 

abrupt /o'brapt/ adj 1 unexpectedly sudden: 


3 


above /absorb 


The road is full of ~ turns. 2 (of speech, writ- 
ing, behaviour) rough; bad-tempered; un- 
friendly: sound ~ on the telephone. 3 (of a 
slope) steep. 
abrupt-ly adv 
abrupt-ness и [О] 

ab-scess /'zbses/ п [С] collection of thick 
yellowish-white liquid (called pus) formed ina 
cavity in the body: ~es on the gums. 

ab-scond /oab'skond/ vi go away, suddenly, 
secretly and aware of having done wrong, esp 
to avoid arrest. 

ab-sence /'zbsons/ п 1 [U] being away: He 
met her during his ~ in America, while he was 
there. In the ~ of the Manager (= While he is 
away) Mr X is in charge of the business. leave 
of absence, © leave”. 2 [С] occasion or 
period of being away: after an ~ of three 
months. 3 [Ч] non-existence: in the ~ of defi- 
nite information. absence of mind, failure 
to pay attention to what one is doing. 

ab-sent' /'zbsont/ adj 1 absent (from), 
not present (at): ~ from school/work. 2 lost in 
thought; having one’s attention elsewhere: 
When I spoke to him he looked at те т ап ~ 
way but did not answer. 
;absent-'minded adj so deep or far away in 
thought that one is unaware of what one is do- 
ing, what is happening, etc. 
absent-minded-.ly adv 

ab-sent? /ab'sent/ vt (formal) stay away 
(from): Why did you ~ yourself from school 
yesterday? 

ab-sen-tee /,zbson'ti:/ и [С] person who is 
absent, eg a landlord who lives away from his 
property: (used as an adjective) ~ landladies. 
ab-sen-tee-ism /-1zom/ п [U] frequent fail- 
ure to be present, eg the practice of often being 
away from work without a satisfactory 
reason. 

ab-so-lute /'zbsolu:t/ adj 1 complete; рег- 
fect: When giving evidence in a law court, we 
must tell the ~ truth. 2 unlimited; having com- 
plete power: An ~ ruler need not ask anyone 
for permission to do anything. 3 real; undoubt- 
ed: Г! 15 ап ~ fact. Do you have ~ proof of his 
guilt? 
absolute majority, more than 50%. 
absolute ‘zero, lowest temperature 
theoretically possible, = -273-15°C. 

ab-sol-ute-ly /'zbsalu:tli/ adv 1 completely: 
~ impossible; ~ right. 2 unconditionally: He 
refused ~. 3 |,ebsa'lu:tli/ (informal) (in answer 
to a question, or as a comment) I agree; cer- 
tainly. 

ab-sol-ution /,zbso'lu:[n/ п [9] (RC 
Church) freeing from consequences of sin: 
grant ~ from sin. 

ab-solve /ob'zplv/ vt absolve (from), de- 
clare free (from sin, guilt, a promise, duty, 
etc): ~ you from all blame|from your vows. 

ab-sorb /sb'so:b/ vt 1 take in or suck in, eg 
liquid, heat, light: paper which ~s ink. 2 (fig) 
gain knowledge, etc: The clever boy ~edall the 


absorbent/ accent 


knowledge his teachers could give him. 3 use up 
a great deal of the attention, interest or time 
of: He is completely ~ed in his work. 

ab-sorb-ent /ab'zo:bant/ adj able to absorb: 
~ cotton-wool.an[C] absorbent material. 

ab-sorp-tion /sb'so:pfn/ и [0] absorbing or 
being absorbed: Complete ~ in sport inter- 
fered with his studies. 

ab-stain /ob'stein/ vi refuse to take part, act, 
take, etc; His doctor told him to ~ from beer 
and wine. At the last election he ~ed (from vot- 
ing). 
ab-stainer, person who abstains. 
totai abstainer, person who never takes al- 
coholic drinks. 

ab-stemi-ous /ob'sti:miss/ adj (esp) taking 
only a little food or drink. 
ab-stemi-ously adv 
ab-stemi-ous-ness n[U] 

ab-sten-tion /ob'stenfn/ и [U] abstaining, 
esp not using one’s vote at an election, etc; [C] 
instance of this: six votes for, three against and 
wor. 

ab-sti-nence /'xbstinons/ и [U] abstaining, 
eg from food, enjoyment and esp alcoholic 
drink. 
ijtotal ‘abstinence, not taking any alcoholic 
drink. 

ab-stract’ /'ebstrekt/ adj thought of separ- 
ately from facts, objects or particular exam- 
ples: A flower is beautiful, but beauty itself is 
~.in the abstract, regarded т a general ог 
theoretical way. 
abstract ‘art, art which does not represent 
an object, scene, etc in its true, normal or usual 
form. 
abstract 'noun, (gram) one that is the name 
of a quality or state, eg length, goodness, vir- 
tue. 

ab-stract? /'ebstrekt/ n [С] short account, 
eg of the chief points of a piece of writing, a 
book, speech, etc. 

ab-stract® /ob'strekt/ vt take out; separate: 
~ metal from ore. 

ab-stracted /ab'strektid/ adj not paying at- 
tention; not concentrating. 
ab-stract-ed-ly adv 

ab-strac-tion /ab'strekfn/ 1 [О] abstract- 
ing or being abstracted. in a moment of ~. 3 
[C] idea of a quality (eg truth, beauty) separate 
from actual examples: Don’t lose yourself in 
~s, be realistic. 

ab-struse /sb'stru:s/ adj (formal) whose 
meaning or answer is hidden or difficult to un- 
derstand. 
ab-struse-ly adv 
ab-struse-ness и [0] 

ab-surd /ob's3:d/ adj unreasonable; foolish; 
ridiculous: What an~ suggestion! 
ab-surd.ity n (р/ -ies) (a) [U] state of being 
absurd. (b) [C] absurd act or statement. 
ab-surd-ly adv 

abun-dance /s'bandons/ и [U] 1 great 
amount: food and drink in ~. 2 an abun- 


dance of, more than enough: an ~ of good 
things. 

abun-dant /a'bandont/ adj more than 
enough; plentiful: We have ~ proof of his guilt. 

abuse!’ /o'bju:s/ и 1 [U] wrong use: ~ of 
power, [С] instance of this: an ~ of trust. 2 [С] 
unjust custom or practice that has become es- 
tablished. 3 [U] angry or violent attack in 
words; bad language; cursing: shower ~ on 
somebody. 

abuse? /o'bju:z/ у! 1 make a bad or wrong use 
of: Don’t ~ the confidence they have placed in 
you. 2 Say severe, cruel or unjust things to or 
about a person. 

abus-ive /o'bju:siv/ adj using, containing, 
curses or swear-words: ~ language. 
abus-ive-ly adv | 

abys-mal /o'bizmol/ adj (esp fig and infor- 
mal) extreme: ~ ignorance. 
abys-mally /-moli/ adv: an ~/ly small wage 
increase. 

abyss /o'bis/ и [С] (p/ ~es) 1 hole so deep as 
to appear bottomless; hell. 2 (fig) lowest de- 
gree: the ~ of despair. 

aca-demic /|,z2ko'demik/ adj 1 of teaching, 
studying; of schools, colleges, etc; scholarly, 
literary or classical (contrasted with technical 
or scientific): ~ subjects; the ~ year. 2 too 
concerned with theory and not sufficiently 
practical: The question is ~, is of no practical 
importance. on [С] professional scholar. 
academic freedom, liberty to teach and to 
discuss problems without outside, eg Govern- 
ment, interference. 
aca-demi-cally /-kli/ adv 

aca-dem-ician /o,keda'mifn US: 
;ekoda'mifn/ и [С] member of an academy, eg 
of the Royal Academy of Arts. 

acad-emy /o'kedomi/ п [С] (р/ -ies) school 
for higher learning, usually for a special pur- 
pose: a'naval|'military ~; an~ of music. 

ac:cede /ek'si:d/ vi (forma!) accede (to) 1 
agree, eg to a request. 2 take or succeed to (a 
position of authority). 

ac-cel-er-ate /ok'seloreit/ v/,vi1 increase the 
speed of; cause to move faster or happen earli- 
ег. 2 (of a motion or process) become faster: 
Hostilities are accelerating. 

ac-cel-er-ation /ok,selo'reifn/ и [U] act, 
rate, of increasing speed. 

ac-cel-er-ator /ok'seloreito(r)/ п [С] 1 dev- 
ice, eg the pedal in a саг, for controlling speed. 
2 (physics) device for accelerating particles or 
nuclei. 

ac-cent’ /'eksont US: 'eksent/ и [С] 1 force 
when speaking (by means of stress or intona- 
tion) given to a syllable: /n the word ‘today’ the 
~ is on the second syllable. 2 mark or symbol 
used in writing and printing to show a vowel 
sound or syllabic stress. > acute, circumflex 
and grave*. 3[C, sometimes Ч] individual, lo- 
cal or national way of pronouncing: speaking 
English with a foreign ~. 4 (informal) emphas- 
is given to one aspect of a display, perfor- 


mance, etc: At this year’s Motor Show the ~ is 
on sports cars. 

ac-cent? /zk'sent/ vt 1 pronounce with an ас- 
cent(3). 2 put emphasis on (a syllable or 
word). 

ac-cen-tu-ate /ak'sentfueit/ vt give more 
force or importance to. 

ac-cept /ok'sept/ vt,vi 1 (agree to) receive 
(something offered): ~ a gift/an invitation. 2 
agree; recognize; approve: J ~ that the change 
may take some time. It is an ~ed truth|fact, It 
is something that everyone believes. 3 take re- 
sponsibility for: ~ delivery of goods. 
ac-cept-able /-abl/ adj satisfactory; wel- 
come: if this proposal is ~able to you. 

ac-cept-ance /sk'septons/ и [U] 1 accepting 
or being accepted. 2 approval (the usual 
word): complete ~ of the plan. 

ac-cess /'zkses/ п [U] 1 way (in) to a place: 
The only ~ to the farmhouse is across the fields. 
2 access to, right, opportunity or means of 
reaching, using or approaching: Students must 
have ~ to good books. 
ac-cess-ible /ak'sesabl/ adj able дю be 
reached, used, visited, influenced, etc: a collec- 
tion of paintings not ~ible to the general public. 
ac-cessi-bil-ity /ok,sesa'biloti/ п [U] 

ac-cess-ary /ak'sesori/ и [С] (pl -ies), adj 
(US = accessory) (legal) person who helps in 
any act, esp a crime. accessary before/ 
after the fact, > fact(1). 

ac-ces:-sion /z«k'sefn/ n 1 [U] reaching a 
rank, position or state: the Queen’s ~ to the 
throne. 2[C,U] (formal) (an) addition; (an) in- 
crease: recent ~S to the school library. 

ac-cess-ory /ok'sesori/ п [С] (р/ -ies) 1 = 
accessary. 2 something that is extra, helpful, 
useful, but not an essential part of: the acces- 
sories of a bicycle, eg the amp, a pump. 

ac:ci-dent /'eksidont/ п 1 [С] something 
that happens without a cause that can be seen 
at once, usually something unfortunate and 
undesirable: She had ап ~ witha knife. He was 
killed т а 'саг ~. Accidents will happen, 
(proverb) Some unfortunate events must be 
accepted as inevitable. 2 [U] chance; fate. by 
accident, by chance: We met by ~. 
'accident-prone, often having accidents. 

ac-ci-den-tal /,eksi'dentl/ adj happening 
unexpectedly and by chance: an ~ meeting 
with a friend. 
ac-ci-den-tally /-ali/ adv 

ac-claim /o'klemm/ vt 1 welcome with shouts 
of approval; applaud loudly: ~ the winner of a 
race; ~ шт аз a great actor. 2 make a persona 
ruler: They ~ed him King. a п [U] applause; 
approval: The film received great critical~. 

ac-cla-ma-tion /,eklo'meifn/ п [0] (formal) 
loud and enthusiastic approval of a proposal, 
etc: elected/carriedby ~. 

ac-cli-mat-ize (also -ise) /o'klaimataiz/ 
vt,vi 1 get (oneself, animals, plants, etc) used 
to a new climate. 2 (fig) get used to a new envi- 
ronment, new conditions, etc: You will soon 


accent/according 


become ~d. 
ac-cli-mat-iz-ation 
/o,klaimotar'zerfn/ n[U] 

ac-col-ade /'zkaleid US: ,eka'leid/ п [С] 4 
granting of a knighthood by a tap on the 
shoulder with the flat of a sword. 2 (fig) great 
praise; approval. 

ac:com-mo-date /a'knomodeit/ vt 1 have, 
provide, lodging or space for: This hotel can~ 
600 guests. 2 (formal) change a plan so that it 
fits with something else: / will ~ my plans to 
yours. 

ac-com-mo-dat-ing /s'komodeitin/ adj 
willing to do things to please others; easy to 
reach an agreement with. 

ac-com-mo-da-tion /a,komo'deifn/ и [U} 
1 (GB) furnished or unfurnished room(s): 
Hotel ~ was scarce during the Olympic Games. 
2 space (in a motor-vehicle). 

ac-com-pani-ment /o'kamponimoent/ и [С} 
1 thing that naturally or often goes with an- 
other thing: Disease is often an ~ of famine. 2 
(music) (usually) instrumental part to go with 
a voice, choir or solo instrument: a song witha 
piano~w. 

ac:com-pan.-ist /9'kamponist/ и [С] person 
who accompanies a musician or singer. 

ac-com-pany /a'kamponi/ vt (pi,pp -ied) 1 
go with: He was accompanied by his secretary. 
2 occur or do at the same time as: fever ~ing a 
headache. 3 (music) play, sing, an accompani- 
ment(2) to. 

ac-com-plice /s'kamplis US: эКот-/ n [С] 
helper or companion (in doing something ille- 
gal). 

ac-com-plish /s'kamplif US: o'kom-/ vt 
succeed in doing; finish successfully: ~ a task. 
ac-com-plished adj well trained; skilled: an 
~ed dancer. 

ac-com-plish-ment /o'!kamplifmont US: 
эКрт-/ и (formal) 1 [U] completion; finishing: 
the ~ of their aims. 2 [С] thing well done or 
successfully completed; skill. 

ac-cord' /a'ko:d/ и [U] of one’s own ас- 
cord, without being asked or forced; willing- 
ly. in/out of accord (with), agreeing/not 
agreeing with. with one accord, everybody 
agreeing. 

ac-cord? /a'ko:d/ vi,vt (formal) 1 be in agree- 
ment or harmony: His description does not ~ 
with mine. 2 (formal) give; grant: He was ~eda 
warm welcome. 

ac-cord-ance /a'ko:dons/ и in accord- 
ance with, in agreement with; as is expect- 
ed of: in ~ with your wishes] the regulations. 

ac-cord-ing /s'ko:din/ prep according to, 
1 on the authority of: A~ to the timetable, 
the train is due here at 12.30. 2 in relation to 
size, age, etc: He will be punished ~ to the seri- 
ousness of his crime. 3 in the way decided and 
stated: The books are arranged on the shelves 
~ to subjects. 
ac-cord-ing-ly adv for that reason: She asked 
me to come immediately and I did so ~ly. 


(also -isation) 


accordion /acidify 


ac-cord-ion /s'ks:dion/ п [С] portable mus- 
ical instrument with a box of air, metal reeds 
and a keyboard. 

ac-cost /a'kost US: a'ko:st/ vt go up to and 
speak to first, esp a stranger in a public place: / 
was ~ed by a beggar. 

ac-count’ /s'kaunt/ n 1 [C] (commerce) 
statement of money (to be) paid or received 
(for goods, services, etc): / have an ~ with the 
Midland Bank, keep my money with this 
Bank. open an account; open a bank/ 
post office, etc account, start to keep 
one’s money at a bank, etc. settle one’s ac- 
count (with), (a) pay what one owes. (b) 
(fig) do something to get revenge for an injury, 
etc. square/balance accounts (with 
$6), (a) receive or pay the difference between 
what is owed and credit. (b) (fig) end a quar- 
rel, etc. by giving or taking punishment. > 
current(3), deposit'(1), joint? and save'(2). 
2 [С] counting; calculation: He is quick at ~s, 
can do arithmetic quickly. 3 [U] benefit; prof- 
it. turn/put sth to (good) account, use 
money, abilities, talent, etc profitably. 4 give 
а good account of oneself, do well; act in 
а way that brings credit. 5 [С] report; descrip- 
tion: Don’t always believe newspaper ~s of 
events. by one’s own account, according 
to what one says oneself. by/from all ac- 
counts, according to what everybody, all the 
papers, etc say. 6 [U] take sth into ac- 
count; take account of sth, note or con- 
sider it; pay attention to it. take no account 
of sth, pay no attention to it. 7 [U] on ac- 
count of, because of. on this/that ac- 
count, for this/that reason: Don’t stay away 
оп ~ of Лойп[оп John’s ~. оп no account, 
not for any reason: Don’t on any ~ leave the 
baby alone in the house. 

ac-count? /s'kaunt/ vt,vi 1 account for, 
(a) be an explanation of: His illness ~s for his 
absence. Ah, that ~s for it! (b) give an expla- 
nation of money spent. 2 consider to be: Jn 
English law a man is ~ed innocent until he is 
proved guilty. 
ac-count-able /-эЫ/ adj responsible; expect- 
ed to give an explanation: A mental patient is 
not ~able for his actions. 

ac-count-ancy /a'kauntonsi/ п [U] profes- 
sion of an accountant. 

ac-count-ant /a'kauntont/ п [С] (GB) per- 
son whose profession is to keep and examine 
business accounts. 

ac-credit /a'kredit/ vt appoint or send а рег- 
son as an ambassador. 

ac-crue /o'kru:/ vi come as a natural growth 
or development: /f you keep your money in the 
Savings Bank, interest ~s. 

ac-cu-mu-late /a'kju:mjuleit/ угу? make or 
become greater in number or quantity: Dust 
soon ~s if the rooms are not swept. 

ac-cu-mu-la-tion /a,kju:mjo'leifn/ п [C,U] 
collection: an ~ of books/rubbish. 

ac-cu-mu-lat-ive /a'kju:mjulotiv US: -le1-/ 


adj growing by being added to. 

ас-си-гасу /'zkjorasi/ и [0] exactness; cor- 
rectness. 

ac-cu-rate /'zkjorat/ adj 1 careful and exact: 
be ~ in one’s work|in what one says. 2 free 
from error: Clocks in airports should be ~. 
ac-cur-ate-ly adv 

ac-cursed, ac-curst /o'ks:st/ adj under a 
curse; hateful. 

ac-cu-sa-tion /,ekjo'zeifn/ 21 [U] accusing 
or being accused. 2 [C] charge of doing some- 
thing wrong or illegal: bring an ~ (of theft) 
against a person. 

ac-cuse /a'kju:z/ vt say that a person has 
done wrong, broken the law, is to be blamed: 
~ him of theft] be ~d of stealing. 
the accused, the person(s) charged in a cri- 
minalcase. 
ac-cuser, person who accuses. 

ac-cus-ing-ly /a'kju:zinli/ adv in an accusing 
manner: He pointed~ at me. 

ac-cus-tom /a'kastam/ vt make oneself used 
to: This is not the kind of treatment 'm~ed to, 
not the kind I usually receive. 
ac-customed adj usual: in his ~ed seat. 

ace /eis/[C]1 the one on dice, playing-cards, 
etc; card so marked: the ~ of spades, 2 (infor- 
mal) person who is first rate or an expert. 3 
within an ace of, (of bad or unlucky in- 
cidents) only just escaping: within an ~ of 
death|/of being killed. 

acetic /9'si:tik/ adj of vinegar. 

acety-lene /o'setali:n/ и [U] (chem) colour- 
less gas (C,H,) which burns with a bright 
light, used for welding and cutting metal: an ~ 
torch. 

ache /eik/ п [С] dull continuous pain: have a 
'Ihead~; suffer from head~s. (Note: Ache is 
only combined with back, ear, face, head, 
heart, stomach, tummy and tooth. For others, 
use а pain in the chest, etc.) с vil havea steady 
or continuous dull pain: My head ~s|/is ach- 
ing. 2 want very much: He was aching for 
freedom|to go. 

achieve /s'tfi:v/ vt 1 complete; get (some- 
thing) done: He will never ~ anything, will not 
do anything successfully. 2 gain or reach by 
effort: ~ success|distinction in public life. 
achiev-able /-abl/ adj that can be achieved. 

achieve-ment /2'tfi:vmont/ и 1 [О] achiev- 
ing: the ~ of one’s aims. 2 [С] thing done suc- 
cessfully, with effort and skill: The inventor 
was rewarded by the Government for his scien- 
tific~. 

acid /'zsid/ adj 1 sour; sharp to the taste: A /e- 
mon is ап ~ fruit. Vinegar has an ~ taste. 2 
(fig) Sarcastic: an ~ wit; ~ remarks. a п [СО] 
(chem) substance that contains hydrogen, 
which can react with metals to form a salt: 
Some ~s burn holes in wood and cloth. 
lacid test, (fig) test that proves the value of 
something. 

acid-ify /s'sidifai/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) make or 
become acid. 


acid. ity /s'sidati/ п [U] state or quality of be- 
ing acid. 

ac-knowl-edge /ok'nvlid3/ vt 1 admit the 
truth, existence or reality of: He refused to~ 
defeat|that he was defeated. 2 report that one 
has received (something): ~ (receipt of) a let- 
ter. 3 express thanks for: We must ~ his ser- 
vices to his country. 4 show that one recognizes 
(somebody) by giving a greeting, a smile, a 
nod of the head, etc: J met her in town but she 
didn’t even~ my wave. 

ac-‘know-ledge-ment, ac-knowl- 
edg-ment /ak'nvlidzmont/ и 1 [U] act of 
acknowledging: We are sending you a gift in~ 
of your kindness. 2 [С] something given ог 
done to acknowledge: We have had no ~ of 
our letter, no reply. 

acme /'zkmi/ п [С] highest point of perfec- 
tion, etc. 

acne /'zkni/ п [U] disease (common among 
adolescents) in which there are pimples and 
blackheads on the face and neck. 

acorn /'eiko:n/ п [С] seed or fruit of the oak 
tree. 

acous-tic /o'ku:stik/ adj of sound, the 
science of sound and the sense of hearing. o п 
[C] studio, hall, etc from the consideration of 
how well music, speech, etc can be heard. 
acous-tics n (a) (used with a sing verb) the 
scientific study of sound. (b) (used with a pl 
verb) the physical qualities of sound; the de- 
sign of a hall etc, that makes it good, poor, etc 
for hearing music or speeches: The ~s of the 
new concert hall are excellent. 

ac-quaint /a'kweint/ vt 1 acquaint sb/ 
oneself with, make known: ~ oneself| 
become ~ed|/make oneself ~ed with one’s new 
duties. 2 be acquainted (with sb), have 
met (him) personally: We are not ~ed. 

ac-quaint-ance /s'kweintons/ n 1 [9] 
knowledge or information gained through ex- 
perience. make sb’s acquaintance, get to 
know hin, eg by being introduced. > nod. 2 
[C] person whom one knows (less intimate 
than a friend): He has a wide circle of ~s. 

ac-quiesce /,ekwi'es/ vi accept silently or 
without protest. 
ac-qui-escence /-'esons/ п [C] (act of) ac- 
quiescing. 

ac-quire /s'kwaia(r)/ vt gain by skill or abil- 
ity, by one’s own efforts or behaviour: ~ a 
good knowledge of English/a reputation for dis- 
honesty. an acquired taste, fondness for 
particular food or drink after tasting it several 
times: Are olives ап ~d taste? 

ac-qui-si-tion /,ekwi'zifn/ п 1 [9] (formal) 
gaining; collecting: He devotes his time to the 
~ of knowledge. 2 [C] person or thing ac- 
quired: Mr Brown will be a valuable ~ to(= a 
valuable new member of) the teaching staff of 
our school. 

ac-quis-itive /a'kwizotiv/ adj fond of, in the 
habit of, collecting, buying, more and more 
things. 
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ac-quit /a'kwit/ vt (-tt-) 1 acquit sb (of/on 
sth), give a legal decision that (he) is not 
guilty, eg of an offence. 2 (formal) behave: He 
~ ted himself wellllike a hero. 

ac-quit-tal /o'kwitl/ п [СХ] judgement that 
a person is not guilty: The verdict was three 
convictions and two~s. 

acre /'eiko(r)/ п [С] measure of land, about 
4000 square metres. 

acre-age /еКэг!95/ п [U] area of land 
measured in acres. 

ac-rid /'ekrid/ adj (of smell or taste) sharp; 
bitter. 

ac-ri-moni-ous /,ekri'mounios/ adj (for- 
mal) (of arguments, etc) showing hate, disap- 
pointment. 

ac-ri-mony /'akrimoni US: -maoni/ п [9] 
(formal) temper, manner, language, showing 
hate, disappointment. 

ac-ro-bat /'xkrobet/ п [С] person who can 
do clever or unusual physical acts, eg on a 
tightrope or trapeze. 

ac-ro-batic /,ekra'betik/ adj of or like an 
acrobat. 
ac-ro-bat-ics и p/ (used with a sing verb) ac- 
robatic tricks or feats. 

ac-ro-nym /'zkronim/ и [С] word formed 
from the initial letters of a name, eg NASA 
|'nzsa/, National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ministration. 

across’ /a'kros US: a'kro:s/ adv from one 
side to the other: Can you swim ~? The river is 
amile ~, wide. 

across? /э'Кгоз US. a'kro:s/ prep (For combi- 
nations with verbs, г> the verb entries, eg 
come, get, put, run.) 1 from side to side of: 
walk ~ the street; draw a line ~ a sheet of pap- 
er. 2 on the other side of: My house is just ~ 
the street. 3 so as to form across; so as to cross 
or intersect: He sat with his arms ~ his chest. 
a,cross-the-'board, including all groups, 
members, etc in a business or industry: an ~- 
the-board wage increase. 

act’ /ekt/n[C]1 thing done: То kick a dog isa 
cruel ~. 2 process of, instant of, doing; action. 
(catch sb) in the (very) act (of doing 
sth), while doing it: The thief was caught in 
the ~ of breaking into the house. 3 law made by 
a government: an ~ of Parliament. 4 main di- 
vision of a play: a play in five ~s. 5 one of a 
series of short performances in a programme: 
acircus|variety ~. put оп ап act, pretend (in 
order to get one’s own way, etc). 
‚АСЕ of 'God, something which is the result 
of uncontrollable natural forces, eg storms, 
floods, earthquakes. 

act? /ekt/ vi,vt 1 do something: The time for 
talking is past; we must ~ at once. act on (а 
suggestion|sb’s а4йсе! ап order), do what is 
suggested, advised, etc. 2 do what is required 
or normal: The brakes wouldn’t ~ properly. 3 
do one’s professional or official duty: The po- 
lice refused to ~, would not interfere. act 
for/on behalf of, represent (a person) as a 
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solicitor, barrister in a legal case: A solicitor 
~s for his clients. 4 take the part of, eg a 
character in a play or cinema film, or in real 
life: Who is ~ing (the part of) Hamlet? She’s 
not really crying, she’s‘only ~ing (= pretend- 
ing) in order to gain your sympathy. act up, 
(informal) behave badly so as to attract atten- 
tion. 
act-ing /'ektin/ adj doing the duties of an- 
other person for a time: The ~ Manager| 
Headmaster. в п [Ч] (art of) performing in a 
play for the theatre, cinema, TV, etc: She dida 
lot of ~ while she was at college. 
ac-tion /'zkjn/ n 1 [U] process of doing 
things; (way of) using energy, influence, etc: 
The time has come for ~, We must act now. 
bring/call (sth) into action, cause (it) to 
act. put (sth) out of action, stop (it) work- 
ing; make (it) unfit for use. take action, be- 
gin to act. 2[C] thing done; act: We shall judge 
you by your ~s, not by your promises. 3 [С] 
bring an action against sb, (legal) seek 
judgement against him in a law court. 4[C,U] 
fight(ing) between bodies of troops, between 
warships, etc: go into ~, start fighting. 
laction painting, form of abstract painting 
in which paint is splashed, dribbled, etc. 
;action 'replay, repeat of a short incident (in 
a sporting event, etc) on television. 
laction stations, (mil) positions to which 
soldiers, etc go when fighting is expected to 
begin. 
ac-ti-vate /'ektiveit/ vt make active. 
ac-tive /'ektiv/ adj doing things; able to do 
things; in the habit of doing things: He’s over 
90 and not very ~. Mount Vesuvius is an ~ vol- 
сапо, 15 one that erupts. under active con- 
sideration, being considered. 
the active voice, (gram) (a) form of a ver- 
bal phrase not containing be + a past parti- 
ciple, as in: He was driving. (Note: compare, 
He was being driven.) (b) sentence containing 
a transitive verb in which the noun or pronoun 
in front of the verb refers to the doer of the ac- 
tion: The children finished off the cake. (Note: 
compare, The cake was soon finished off by the 
children.) 
ac-tive-ly adv 
ac-tiv-ist /'ektivist/ n [С] person taking an 
active part, eg in a political movement. 
ac-tiv-ity /zk'tivati/ и (pl -ies) 1 [U] being ac- 
tive or lively: When a man is over 70, his time of 
full ~ is usually past. 2 [С] thing (to be) done; 
occupation: My numerous activities leave me 
little leisure. 
ac-tor /'xkto(r)/ и [С] man who acts on the 
stage, ТУ or in films. 
ac-tress /'zktris/ п [С] woman who acts on 
the stage, TV or in films. 
ac-tual /'ektfual/ adj existing in fact; real: 
Can you give me the ~ figures, not an estimate 
or a guess? 
ac-tu-al-ly /'ektfuli/ adv 1 really: the politic- 
al party ~ in power. He looks honest, but ~ 


he’s a thief. 2 strange or surprising as it may 
seem: He not only ran in the race; he ~ won it! 

ac-tu-al-ity /,ektfo'eloti/ п (pl -ies) 1 [U] ас- 
tual existence; reality. 2 (usually p/) actual 
conditions or facts. 

аси-теп /o'kju:mon/ и [U] ability to under- 
stand quickly and clearly: business ~. 

acu-punc-ture § /'ekjupanktfa(r)/ п [U] 
(med) pricking of the flesh of the human body 
with fine needles to relieve pain and as a local 
anaesthetic. 

acute /a'kju:t/ adj (-r, -st) 1 (of sensations) 
very strong: ~ pain. 2 (of diseases) coming 
quickly to a crisis: the ~ stage of the disease, 
when the disease is severe and at a turning 
point. & chronic. 3 (of intellect) quick to re- 
spond: an ~ mind. 
acute accent, mark over a vowel (°), as 
over ein café. 
acute angle, angle of less than 90° 

acute-ly adv 

acute-ness п [0] 

ad /zd/ п [С] (informal) (abbr for) advertise- 
ment(2). 

ad.-age /‘edid3/ п [С] old and wise saying. 

Adam /'edom/ п not know sb from 
Adam. have no idea who he 15. 
'‘Adam’s apple, part that projects in the 
front of the throat, esp in men, and moves up 
and down when one speaks. 

ada-mant /'edomont/ adj refusing to give in: 
On this point Гат ~, Nothing can change my 
decision. 

adapt /s'dept/ vt make suitable for a new use, 
need, situation, etc: When you go to a new 
country, you must ~ (yourself) to new manners 
and customs. Novels are often ~ed for the 
stage, television and radio. 

adap-ter, adap-tor /-ta(r)/, (a) person who 
adapts. (b) thing that makes it possible for 
something to be used in a different way from 
that for which it was designed, eg a fitting for 
an electric socket so that more than one 
plug(2) may be used. 

adapt-able /s'dzptabl/ adj able to adapt or 
be adapted: an ~ man can change according to 
circumstances, etc. 

ad-ap-ta-tion /,edzp'teifn/ п 1 [U] state of 
being adapted; adapting. 2 [C] thing made by 
adapting: an ~ (of a novel) for the stage/for 
television. 

add /zd/ vt,vi 1 join, unite, put (one thing to 
another): Jf you ~ 5 and/to 5 you get 10. add 
on, put (more, another, extra, etc) on: ~ on 
50p for postage. add to, increase: This ~s to 
our difficulties. add together, combine two 
or more things. add sth up, find the sum of: 
~ up a column of figures; ~ them up. add up 
(to), (a) give as a result when joined: The 
figures add up to 365. (b) (informal) indicate; 
amount to: All that this ~s up to is that you 
don’t want to help, so why not say so? (с) (in- 
formal) make sense; be believable: Jt just 
doesn’t ~ up. 2 say something more; go on to 


say: ‘And I hope yow il come early, he ~ed. 
'adding-machine, machine for calculating 
mechanically. 

ad-den-dum /э'Чеп4эт/ и [С] (р/ -da /-4э/) 
thing (omitted) in writing, a speech, etc that is 
to be added. 

ad-der /'zda(r)/ п [С] 1 any of several small 
poisonous snakes, eg the viper, common in 
Europe. 2 any of several non-poisonous 
snakes of N America. 

ad-dict /a'dikt/ vt be addicted to, drink, 
smoke, etc without being able to stop wanting 
to: He is ~ed to alcohol|smoking|lying|drugs. 
ой /'edikt/ person who is addicted to some- 
thing harmful: a'drug ~. 
ad-dic-tion /a'dikJn/ n[C,U] (instance of) be- 
ing addicted: 'drug ~ion. 
ad-dic-tive /a'diktiv/ adj causing addiction: 
~ive drugs. 

ad-di-tion /a'difn/ n 1 [U] action of adding: 
The sign + stands for ~. 2 [С] person or thing 
added or joined: He will be a useful ~ to the 
staff of the school, a useful new teacher. in ad- 
dition (to), as well (as). 

ad-di-tional /o'difonl/ adj extra; added: ~ 
charges|problems ~ to the usual ones. 
ad-di-tion-ally /-ali/ adv 

ad-di-tive /'editiv/ п [С] substance added in 
small amounts for a special purpose: food ~s, 
eg to add colour. 

ad-dress' /s'dres US: 'edres/ n 1 [С] parti- 
culars of where a person lives, works, etc and 
where letters, etc may be delivered: What’s 
your home|business ~? 2 [С] speech or talk (to 
an audience). 

ad-dress? /a'dres/ vt 1 make a speech to; 
speak to, using a title: Mr Green will now ~ the 
meeting. Don’t ~ me as ‘Colonel; Гт only a 
major. 2 write the name and address(1) on a 
letter, etc. 3 address sth to, send (a remark, 
complaint, etc) to: Please ~ complaints to the 
manager, not to me. 

ad-dres-see /,xdre'si:/ и [С] person to 
whom a speech is made. 

ad-duce /o'dju:s US: o'du:s/ vt (formal) put 
forward (as proof, as an example) 

ad-en-oidal /,zdi'noidl/ adj of, concerning, 
the adenoids. 

ad-en-oids /'zdinoidz/ п p/ soft growth be- 
tween the back of the nose and the throat, 
sometimes making breathing and speaking 
difficult. 

adept /'edept/ adj expert, skilled: ~ in 
photography|at playing chess. 

ad-equacy /'zedikwosi/ п [U] (formal) state 
of being adequate: He often doubts his ~ as a 
husband and father. 

ad-equate /'zdikwat/ adj satisfactory; suffi- 
cient: Are you getting ~ payment for the work 
you re doing? 
ad-equate-ly adv 

ad-here /od'hia(r)/ vi (formal) 1 stick (to): 
Glue is used to make one surface ~ to another. 
2 remain faithful (to); support firmly: ~ to an 
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opinion/a political party. 
ad-her-ence /-ans/ п [0] 

ad-her-ent /ad'hiorant/ п [С] supporter (of a 
cause, party, etc but not necessarily a mem- 
ber): The idea is gaining more ~s. 

ad-hesion /ad‘hi:3n/ и [9] being or becom- 
ing attached or united. 

ad-hesive /ad'hi:siv/ adj able to stick or join: 
~ tape|plaster. an[C,U] substance that sticks 
or joins, eg gum. 

adieu /a'dju: US: a'du:/ int, п [С] (pl ~s or ~x 
Ja'dju:z US: a'du:z/) (formal) goodbye: The 
cast of the play bidher~. 

ad in-fi-ni-tum /,ed ,nfi'naitom/ (Latin) 
without end; for ever. 

ad-jac-ent /s'dzeisont/ adj next, lying near 
(to) but not necessarily touching: ~ to the 
cinema, ~ angles. 

ad-jec-tival /,ed3ik'taivl/ adj (gram) of or 
like an adjective: ап ~ phrase|clause. 

ad-jec-tive /'ed3iktiv/ п (gram) word that 
names a quality, or that defines or limits a 
noun; eg green, pretty, bad. 

ad-join /a'dzoin/ vt,vi be next or nearest (to): 
The two houses ~. 

ad-journ /9'd33:n/ vt,vi 1 stop, eg discussion 
at a meeting, etc. for a time: The meeting was 
~ed for a week. 2 (of a meeting, etc) stop or be 
stopped Гога time. 
ad-journ-mentz[C,U] 

ad-judge /o'd3ad3/ vr decide officially, by 
law. 

ad-ju-di-cate /s'd3u:dikeit/ vt,vi1 (legal) (of 
a judge or court) give a judgement or decision: 
~ а claim for damages. 2 (formal) sit in judge- 
ment in order to decide: ~ on/upon a disagree- 
ment. 
ad.ju-di-ca-tion /9,d3u:di'keifn/ n[C,U] 
ad-ju-di-ca-tor /-ta(r)/, judge; member of a 
group of judges, eg in acompetition. 

ad-junct /'ed3ankt/ и [С] 1 something which 
is part of a more important thing. 2 (gram) 
word(s) or phrase added to explain, describe 
or define another word. 

ad-just /э'45л5 vt put right; put in order; 
regulate; make suitable or convenient for use: 
Please ~ the level of sound. It takes time to get 
~ed to the heat. 
\well-a'djusted, (psychology) getting on 
well with other persons. 
adjust-able /-эЫ/ adj that can be adjusted. 
ad-just-ment 7 (a) [U] adjusting; settling of, 
eg insurance, claims. (b) [C] act or means of 
adjusting. 

ad-ju-tant /'edzutont/ n [С] army officer re- 
sponsible for general administration and dis- 
cipline in a battalion. 

ad lib /,2d 'lib/ adv (informal) freely. о ad-lib 
vi (-bb-) (informal) improvise(1). о adj made 
by ad-libbing: ~ comments. 

ad-min-is-ter /ad'minista(r)/ vt,vi1 control, 
manage, look after business affairs, etc: ~ a 
country, govern it. 2 apply; put into operation; 
hand out; give: ~ the law; ~ help to people who 
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are suffering from floods. 3 cause to take: ~ 
the last sacraments, ie to a dying man. 

ad-min-is-tra-tion /od,mini'streifn/ п [U] 
1 management of affairs, an organization etc, 
esp public affairs, government policy, etc. 2 
the administering of justice, an oath, a sacra- 
ment, relief, a remedy, a punishment. 

ad-min-is-tra-tive /od'ministrativ US: 
-streitiv/ adj of the management of affairs: He 
shows по ~ ability. 

ad-min-is-tra-tor ева. п [С] 
1 person who administers; person with ability 
to organize. 2 ([ева/) person officially ap- 
pointed to manage the property of others, to 
take charge of an estate, etc. 

ad-mir-able /'zdmorobl/ adj excellent; de- 
serving admiration: an ~ performance. 
ad-mir-ably /-abli/ adv 

ad-miral_ /'zdmoral/ п [С] officer in com- 
mand of a country’s warships, or of a fleet or 
squadron. 

Ad-mir-al-ty /'edmoralti/ п 1 office of admi- 
ral. 2 that branch of Government which con- 
trols the Navy. 

ad-mir-ation /,2dmo'reifn/ и [U] feeling of 
pleasure, satisfaction, respect: She speaks En- 
glish so well that her friends are filled with~. 

ad-mire /od'maio(r)/ vt 1 show pleasure, ap- 
proval or satisfaction; have a high opinion of: 
admiring the royal guards. 2 express ad- 
miration of: Don’t forget to ~ the baby. 
ad-mirer, person who admires; man who 
finds a woman attractive: Mary and her many 
young ~s. 
ad-mir-ing adj showing or feeling admi- 
ration: an admiring audience. 
ad-mir-ing:-ly adv 

ad-miss-ible /od'misob]/ adj (/egal) that can 
be allowed as proof in a law court: ~ evidence. 

ad-mis-sion /od'mifn/ п 1 [U] admitting, 
being admitted, to a club, a school, a theatre, a 
museum, etc; fee, charge or condition for this: 
Ал. to the school is by examination only. A~ 
free. 2 [C] statement admitting or confessing 
something: make an ~ of guilt. by/on his 
own admission, as he himself admitted. 

ad-mit /od'mit/ vt,vi (-tt-) 1 allow to enter; let 
in: The secretary opened the door and ~ ted me 
(into the office). 2 have room enough for: The 
cinema is small and ~s only 300 people. 3 ac- 
knowledge; confess; accept as true or valid: 
The accused man ~ted his guilt. I ~ ту 
mistake|that I was mistaken. admit to, con- 
fess: I must ~ to feeling ashamed of my con- 
duct. 

ad-mit-tance /od'mitons/ и [Ч] act of ad- 
mitting, being admitted (esp to a place that is 
not public); right of entry: No ~ except on 
business. 

ad-mit-ted-ly /od'mitidli/ adv without de- 
nial; by general agreement: A~, he has not 
misbehaved before, but .. 

ad-mon.-.ish jad'monis} vt (formal) give a 
mild warning or show disapproval: The teach- 
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er ~ed the boys for being lazy. 
ad-mo-ni-tion /,edmo'nifn/ и [СЧ] 

ad nauseam /,zd 'no:siam/ adv (Latin) 1 to 
the point of being disgusted. 2 (informal) so as 
to cause (great) annoyance, eg because of con- 
tinuing for too long or repetition. 

ado |э'4и:/ п [0] fuss: Without more|- 
much| further ~, he signed the agreement. 

adobe /a'doubi/ п [U] sun-dried building 
material (not fired in a kiln), of clay and straw: 
(as an adjective) an ~~ house. 

ado-lescence /,zdo'lesns/ и [U] period of 
life between childhood and maturity; growth 
during this period. 

ado-lescent /,zdo'lesnt/ adj, п [C] (person) 
growing up (age 12 or 13 to 18). 

adopt /o'dppt/ vt 1 take (a child) into one’s 
family as a relation, esp as a son or daughter, 
with legal guardianship: ~ an orphan. & fos- 
ter. 2 take, eg an idea or custom, and use: 
European dress has been ~ed by people in many 
parts of the world. 3 accept, eg a report or re- 
commendation: Congress ~ed the new 
measures. 

adop-tion /s'dppfn/ п [U] adopting or being 
adopted: the country of his ~. 

adop-tive /a'dpptiv/ adj taken by adoption: 
his ~ parents. 

ador-able /s'do:rab!/ adj lovable; delightful. 
ador-ably /-abli/ adv 

ador-ation |,xdo'reif{n/ п [9] worship; love: 
his ~ for Jane. 

adore /o'do:(r)/ vt 1 worship (God); love 
deeply and respect highly. 2 (informal) like 
very much: The baby ~s being tickled. 
adorer, person who adores (another person). 
ador-ing adj showing love: adoring looks. 
ador-ing-ly adv 

adorn /s'do:n/ vt 1 add beauty or ornament(s) 
to. 2 decorate (the usual word) (oneself with 
jewels, etc.) 
adorn-ment и [U] adorning; [С] (formal) 
ornament; decoration. 

ad-renal /o'dri:nl/ adj (anat) of or near the 
kidneys: ~ glands. 

ad-rena-lin /s'drenolin/ п [U] chemical sub- 
stance in the body caused by anger, fear. 

adrift /o'drift/ adv, adj (of ships and boats) 
afloat, not under control; loose: cut a boat ~ 
from its moorings. 

adroit /a'droit/ adj (formal) clever; skilful. 
adroit-ly adv 

adu-la-tion /,edzu'leifn/ п [U] (the giving 
of) too much praise or respect, esp to win 
favour. 

adult /'edalt/ adj grown to full size от 
strength; (of persons) intellectually and emo- 
tionally mature: ~ education, classes for ad- 
ults. ол [С] 1 person or animal grown to full 
size and strength. 2 (/ega/) person old enough 
to vote, marry, etc. 

adult-hood /'zdalthud/ п [Ч] the period or 
state of being adult. 

adul-ter-ate /o'daltereit/ vt (formal) make 
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impure (by adding inferior substance). 
adul-ter-ation /a,dalta'reifn/ и [0] 

adul.-terer /a'daltora(r)/ п [С] man who сот- 
mits adultery. 

adul-ter-ess /o'dalteris/ п [С] woman who 
commits adultery. 

adul-ter-ous /o'daltaras/ adj of adultery. 

adul-tery /s'daltori/ п (р/ -ies) 1 [U] volun- 
tary sexual intercourse of a married person 
with a person to whom he or she is not mar- 
ried. 2 [С] instance of this. 

ad-vance’ /ad'va:ns US: -'vens/ п [C,U] 1 
forward movement; progress: Science has 
made great ~s during the last fifty years. in 
advance (of), before(hand): Send your lug- 
gage т ~, before you yourself leave. Galileo’s 
ideas were (well) in ~ of the age in which he 
lived. 2 (used as an adjective) before; early: 
have ~ notice, eg of somebody’s arrival. 

ad-vance? /ad'va:ns US: -'vens/ vi,vt 1 come 
or move forward: Our troops have ~d two 
miles. 2 make progress: Civilization has ~d 
during this century. 3 (of costs, values, prices) 
rise: House prices continue to ~. 4 bring for- 
ward: The date of the meeting was ~d from the 
10th to the 3rd June. Such actions are unlikely 
10 ~ your promotion. 5 make advances 
(to/towards), try to become friendly (with 
a girl, etc). 6 pay (money) before the due date: 
He asked his employer to ~ him a month’s sa- 
lary. 
ad-vance-ment и [0] 

ad-vanced /od'va:nsd US: -'ven-/ adj far on 
in life or progress, etc: ~ in years, very old; ~ 
courses of study. > elementary. 

ad-van-tage /od'va:ntid3 US: -'ven-/ n 1 [С] 
something useful, helpful or likely to bring 
success, esp in competition: the ~s of a good 
education. have/gain/win an advantage 
(over), (have, give, etc) a better position or 
opportunity: Тот’5 university education gave 
him an ~ over boys who had not been to univer- 
sity. have the advantage of sb, know a 
person or thing that he does not know. 2 [U] 
benefit; profit: He gained little ~ from his visit 
to London. take advantage of sb, deceive 
him, play a trick on him. take (full) advan- 
tage of sth, use it profitably, for one’s own 
benefit: He always takes full ~ of every oppor- 
tunity. to advantage, so that a thing can be 
seen, used, etc in the best way: The painting is 
seen to better ~ гот а distance. be/prove to 
sb’s advantage, be profitable or helpful to 
him. 3 (tennis, etc) point scored after deuce. 

ad-van-tage-ous /|,xdvon'teid3es/ adj pro- 
fitable; useful. 
ad-van-tage-ous-ly аду 

advent /'zdvoant/n1 (usually the ~) coming 
or arrival of an important development, 
season, etc): Since the ~ of atomic power, there 
have been great changes in industry. 2 A~, the 
coming of Christ; the season (with four Sun- 
days) before Christmas Day. 3 the second 
coming of Christ at the Last Judgement. 


adulterer /advocate 


ad-ven-ti-tious /,edven'tifos/ adj (formal) 
obtained or happening by chance: ~ aid. 

ad-ven-ture /od'ventfa(r)/ п 1 [С] strange ог 
unusual event, esp an exciting or dangerous 
journey or activity: The explorer told the boys 
about his ~s in the Arctic. 2 [Ч] risk; danger, 
eg in travel and exploration: He’s fond of ~. 
ad-ven-turer, (a) daring or adventurous 
person. (b) person who is ready to make a 
profit by risky or dishonest methods. 
ad-ven-tur-ess /-1s/, woman adventurer. 

ad-ven-tur-ous /od'ventfaras/ adj 1 fond 
of, eager for, adventure. 2 full of danger and 
excitement: ап ~ voyage. 

ad-verb /'edvs:b/ п [С] (gram) word that 
answers questions with how, when, where and 
explains or limits a verb, adjective or another 
adverb, eg quickly, now, here. 

ad-verb-ial /zd'vs:biol/ adj of the nature of 
an adverb: Jn the sentence —I put my hand out 
of the window, ‘out of the window’ is an ~ 
phrase. о п [С] adverb or adverbial phrase. 
ad-verbi-ally adv 

ad-ver-sary /'zdvosori US: -seri/ п [С] (pl 
-ies) enemy; opponent (in a contest). 

ad-verse /'zdv3:s/ adj unhelpful or unuseful: 
~ weather conditions. 
ad-verse-ly adv 

ad-ver-sity /ad'va:soti/ и [C,U] (pl -ies) 
trouble: Try to be patient|cheerfulin~w. 

ad-vert /'edvs:t/ п [С] (GB informal) (abbr 
of) advertisement(2). 

ad-ver-tise /!zdvataiz/ vt,vimake known to 
people (by printing notices in newspapers, an- 
nouncements on TV, etc): ~ for a typist. 
ad-ver-tiser, person who advertises. 

ad-vert-ise-ment = /od'vs:tismont US: 
,;edvor'taizmont/ и 1 [U] advertising: A~ helps 
to sell goods. 2 [C] public announcement (in 
the press, TV, etc ): put an ~ in the newspaper. 

ad-vice /od'vais/ n [U] (informed) opinion 
about what to do, how to behave: You won't 
get well unless you follow your doctor's ~. act 
on sb’s advice, do what he suggests. (give 
sb) a piece/a bit/a word/a few words 
of advice, (give) an opinion about what to 
do, etc. 

ad-vis-able /ad'vaizabl/ adj sensible; to be 
recommended: Do you think it ~ to wait? 

ad-vise /ad'vaiz/ vt,vi1 give advice to; recom- 
mend: The doctor ~d a complete rest. What do 
you ~ me to do? 2 (commerce) inform; notify: 
Please ~ us when the goods are ready. г> ill-/ 
well-advised. 
ad-viser, person who gives advice, esp one 
who is regularly consulted: an ~r to the 
Government. 

ad-vis-ory /od'vaizori/ adj of advice; having 
the power to advise: an ~ committee. 

ad-vo-cacy /'edvokasi/ п [U] pleading in 
support. 

ad-vo-cate /'zedvoket/ п [С] 1 person who 
speaks in favour of a person or thing (esp a 
cause): an ~ of equal opportunity for men and 


adze/affray 12 


women. 2 (legal) person who does this profes- 
sionally in a court of law in Scotland. o vt 
/‘edvokeit/ support (the usual word): Do you 
~ euthanasia? 

adze, adz /xdz/n([C] carpenter’s tool (witha 
blade at right angles to the handle) for cutting 
or shaping wood. 

aer-ate /'eoreit/ vt let or put air into: ~ the 
soil by digging. 
aer-ation /,eo'reifn/ n[U] 

aer-ial’ /'eorisl/ adj 1 existing in, moving 
through, from, the air: an ~ photograph. 2 of 
or like air. 

aer-ial? /'eoriel/ и [С] that part of a radio or 
TV system which receives or sends out signals. 

аег(о)- /еэг(э)-/ prefix of aircraft: aero- 
dynamics. 

aero-bat-ics /,cora'betiks/ и [U] (used with 
a sing verb) performance of acrobatic feats by 
pilots, eg flying upside down. 

aero-drome /'esradraum/ и [С] airport (the 
usual word). 

aero-dy-nam.-ics /,corsudai'nemiks/ п [U] 
(used with a sing verb) science dealing with the 
flow of air and the motion of aircraft, bullets, 
etc through air. 

aero-naut-ics /,csra'no:tiks/ и [U] (used 
with a sing verb) aviation (the more usual 
word). 

aero-plane /'esropleim/ и [С] aircraft with 
one or more engines. 

aero-sol /'earaspl US: -so:l/ и [С] container 
with compressed gas for spraying a mist of 
scent, paint, etc. 

aero-space /'eorsuspeis/ и [U] the earth’s 
atmosphere and the space beyond: (used as an 
adjective) ап ~ vehicle. 

aes-thete /'i:s8i:t (05: 'es6i:t/ п [С] person 
who claims to have great love of and under- 
standing of what is beautiful, esp in the arts. 

aes-thetic, es-thetic /,i:s'Getik US: ,es-/ 
adj of the appreciation of beauty in music, 
painting, nature etc; (of persons) having such 
appreciation: ~ standards. в п [С] particular 
set of such principles: the ~ in which he be- 
lieved. : 
aes-thet-ics п [U] (used with a sing verb) 
branch of philosophy which tries to make 
clear the laws and principles of beauty. 

afar /o'fa:(r)/ adv far off or away. from afar, 
from a distance. 

af-fable /'zfabl/ adj polite and friendly: ~ to 
everybody. 
af-fably /-abli/ adv 
affa-bil-ity /,zfo'biloti/ п [О] (formal) quality 
of being friendly, polite. 

af-fair /o'feo(r)/ и [С] 1 something (to be) 
done or thought about: That’s my ~, not 
yours. 2 (pl) business of any kind: A prime mi- 
nister is kept busy with ~s of state, the task of 
government. state of affairs, conditions. 3 
have an affair (with sb), have an emo- 
tional (and sexual) relationship. 4 (informal) 
event: The plane crash was a terrible ~. 


af-fect' /o'fekt/ vr 1 influence; have an effect 
on: The cold climate ~ed his health, injured it. 
2 produce sad, grateful, etc feelings: He was 
much ~ed by the sad news. 3 (of diseases) 
cause a particular condition in: The left lung is 
~ed, eg by cancer. 

af-fect? /s'fekt/ vt pretend to have, feel or to 
do: He ~ed ignorance. 
af-fec-ted adj not natural or genuine (often 
deliberately to show false superiority): ~ed 
manners|speech. 

af-fec-ta-tion /,zfek'terfn/[C,U] (kind of) 
behaviour that is not natural or genuine, esp 
for effect: The ~s in the way she speaks (eg her 
vocabulary, accent) annoy me. 

af-fec-tion /o'fekjn/ и [U] kindly feeling; 
love: Every mother has ~ for|feels ~ toward 
her children. gain/win sb’s affection(s), 
win the love of. 

af-fec-tion-ate /a'fekfonat/ adj loving: an 
~ wife. 
af-fec-tion-ately adv Yours affection- 
ately, formula used to end a letter, eg from a 
man to his sister. 

af-fi-da-vit /,zfi'dervit/ п [С] (/egal) written 
statement, made on oath, (to be) used as legal 
proof or evidence: swear/make/take an~. 

af-fili-ate /o'filicit/ уг, у? (of a society or an in- 
stitution, or a member) enter into association: 
The College 15 ~d to the University. 

af-fill-ation /o,filr'ei{n/[C,U] 

af-fin-ity /o'finoti/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [С] close con- 
nection, relation; structural similarity (be- 
tween animals and plants, languages, etc or of 
one thing with another). 2 [C] strong liking or 
attraction: She feels а strong ~ to|for him. 

af-firm /s'f3:m/ vt,vi declare positively: ~ the 
truth of a statement/~ that it is true. 
af-firm-ation /,efa'meifn/n[C,U] 

af-firm-ative /o'fs:motiv/ adj, п (answering) 
‘yes’: The answer is the ~, is ‘Yes’. 

af-fix' /o'fiks/ vt fix or attach (the usual 
words): ~ a seal]stamp to a document. 

af-fix? /'efiks/ п [С] suffix or prefix, eg -/y, 
-able, un-, co-. 

af-flict /s'flikt/ vt cause bodily or mental 
harm: ~ed with rheumatism. 

af-flic-tion /o'flikfn/ п 1 [U] suffering; dis- 
tress: help people in ~. 2 [C] cause or occasion 
of suffering: the ~s of old age, eg deafness, 
blindness. 

af-fluence /'zfluons/ и [0] wealth. 

af-fluent /'zfluont/ adj wealthy: the ~ so- 
ciety, members of society who are wealthy and 
are concerned with prosperity. 

af-ford /2'fo:d/ vt 1 (usually with can/could, 
be able to) spare or find enough time or money 
for: We can’t ~ а holiday|can’t ~ to go away 
this summer. 2 (with can/could) run the risk of: 
I can’t ~ to neglect my work. 3 (formal) pro- 
vide: The trees ~ a pleasant shade. 

af-fray /o'frei/ п [С] fight in a public place, 
causing or likely to cause a disturbance of the 
peace: The men were all charged with causing 


an ~ outside the football stadium. 

af-front /o'frant/ vt insult on purpose, esp in 
public: feel ~ed at having one’s word doubted. 
оп [С] public insult; deliberate show of dis- 
respect: an ~ to his pride. 

afield /a'fi:ld/ adv far afield, far away from 
home; to or at a distance. 

aflame /э'Йешт/ adj (poetic) in flames; red as 
if burning: ~ with passion. 

afloat /o'flout/ adj 1 floating; carried along 
on air or water: The ship crashed on the rocks 
and we couldn't get it ~ again. 2 at sea; on 
board ship: life ~, the life of a sailor. 3 (of a 
business) started; making enough profit. 

afoot /2'fut/ adj in progress or operation; be- 
ing prepared: There’s a scheme ~ to improve 
the roads. 

afore-said /s'fo:sed/ adj (legal) said or 
written before. 

afraid /a'freid/ adj 1 frightened: There’s по- 
thing to be ~ of. 2 doubtful or anxious about 
what may happen: J was ~ of hurting his 
feelings|that I might hurt his feelings. 3 be 
afraid, (with that usually omitted) (a polite 
way of saying or writing something that may 
be unwelcome): Ги ^ we shall be late again. 

afresh /o'fref/ adv again; in a new way: Le?’s 
Startw. 

Afro- |,efrau/ prefix of Africa or Africans: an 
~w hairstyle. 
,Afro-A'merican adj, п [С] (of an) American 
of African descent. 

aft /a:ft US: eft/ adv (naut) at or near the stern 
(back part) ofa ship. 

after’ /'a:fta(r) US: 'ef-/ adj 1 later; follow- 
ing: in ~ years. 2 (паи!) toward the stern (back 
part) ofa ship: the '~ cabin. 

after? /'a:fta(r) US: 'ef-/ adv later in time; 
behind in place: He fell Шоп Monday and died 
three days ~ (later is more usual). Soon ~ (af- 
terwards is more usual), he went to live in 
Wales. 

after? /'a:fta(r) US: 'ef-/ conj at or during a 
time later than: Г arrived ~ йе (had) left. 

after’ /'a:fta(r) US: 'ef-/ prep 1 following in 
time; later than: ~ dinner/dark|two o’clock. 
after that, then; next. 2 next in order to; fol- 
lowing: ‘Against’ comes ~ ‘again’ in a diction- 
ary. After you, formula spoken to invite 
someone to go first. 3 behind: Shut the door ~ 
you. 4as a result of: Г shall never speak to him 
again ~ what he has said about me. 5 in spite 
of: A~ all my care, it was broken. after alll, in 
spite of all that was done, happened, etc: He 
died ~ all. 6 noun + after + noun, repeated- 
ly; very often: day ~ day. 7 in the style of: a 
painting ~ Rembrandt. 8 (used with verbs 
showing pursuit, search, inquiry): Did they 
ask ~ me, ask for news of me? The police are ~ 
{= trying to find and arrest) my brother. © 
also look?(5), name?(1) and take'(16). 

after- /a:fta(r) US: ef-/ prefix second or later. 
lafter-care, further treatment given to а per- 
son, eg who has been ill. 
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affront/age 


lafter-effect, effect that occurs later, eg a 
delayed effect ofa drug. 

(the) 'after-life, (a) the life believed to fol- 
low death. (b) the later part of a person’s life- 
time (esp after a particular event). 
lafter-math /-m2z6/, (fig) result; outcome: 
Misery is usually the ~math of war. 
lafter-thought, [U] thinking afterwards; [C] 
thought that comes afterwards. 

after-noon /,a:fta'nu:n US: ,ef-/ n [С] time 
between morning and evening: in/during the 
~; this|yesterday|tomorrow ~; on Sunday ~; 
(used as an adjective) an~ sleep. 

after-wards /'a:ftawodz US: 'ef-/ adv after; 
later. 

again /2'gen/ adv 1 once more: /f you fail the 
first time, try ~. now and a'gain, occasion- 
ally. again and a'gain; те and (time) 
a'gain, repeatedly; very often. 2 not ever/ 
never again, not any more: Don’t ever do 
that ~. 3 to or in the original condition, posi- 
tion, etc: Yow’ ll soon be well ~. Не was glad to 
be home ~. 4 as many/much again, (a) 
the same number/quantity. (b) twice as 
many/much; the same in addition. 5 then 
again, (used to indicate more thought or a 
possible change of opinion): Then ~, I doubt 
whether... Come again? (informal) What 
did you say? 

against /o'genst/ prep 1 (showing opposi- 
tion): Opinion was ~ the proposal. We voted ~ 
the goverment. (Note: compare for, in favour 
of.) 2 (showing collision or impact): The rain 
was beating ~ the windows. 3 in contrast to: 
The trees were black ~ the morning sky. 4 in 
order to prevent: have an injection ~ smallpox. 
5 (showing support or closeness) by the side of 
(and touching): Place the ladder ~ the tree. 
Put the piano ~ the wall. He was leaning ~ a 
post. 

ag-ate /'xgot/ п [C,U] (sorts of) very hard 
stone with bands or patches of colour. 

age’ /eid3/ 11 [С] length of time a person has 
lived or a thing has existed: What's his ~? 
How old is he? Their ~s are 4, 7 and 9. be/ 
come of age, be/become old enough to be 
responsible in law. be of an age, reach a 
stage in life when one ought to do something: 
He’s of anw~ when he ought to try settling down, 
eg get a good job, marry. over 'age, having 
passed a certain age or age limit: He won’t be 
allowed a childs fare; he’s over ~. under 
lage, too young. 2 [U] later part of life (con- 
trasted with youth): His back was bent with ~. 
3 [С] great or long period of time, with special 
characteristics or events: the atomic ~. г> also 
middle age, stone age. 4 (p/) (informal) very 
long time: We’ ve been waiting for ~s. 
lage-bracket, period of life between two 
specified ages, eg between 20 and 30. 
'age-group, number of persons of the same 
age. 

lage limit, minimum or maximum age at 
which a person can take part in an activity, be- 


age /agree 


come a member of an organization. 
'age-long adj lasting for a very long time. 
‚аде Of con'sent, age at which the law re- 
cognizes a person’s, esp a girl’s, responsi- 
bility for agreeing to sexual intercourse, a 
person’s right to marry, etc. 
,;age-'old adj that has been known, practised, 
etc for a long time: ~-old customs] ceremonies. 

age? /eid3/ vt,vi (present participle ~ing or ag- 
ing, pp ~d /e1d3d/) (cause to) grow old: He’s 
ag(e)ing fast. 
age-less adj eternal; always young. 

-age /-1d3, -a:3/ suffix (used to form a noun): 
postage; sabotage. 

aged’ /eid3d/ adj of the age of: a boy ~ ten. 

aged? /'e1d3id/ п, adj very old: the poor and the 
~; an~ professor. 

age-ing, ag-ing /'eid3in/ п [U] process of 
growing old; changes that occur as the result 
of the passing of time. 

agency /'eid3ensi/ п (pl -ies) 1 [С] business, 


place of business, of an agent(1): He found а, 


job through an em'ployment ~. 2 [Ц] the 
agency of, the action, help or cause of: 
Rocks are worn smooth through the ~ of water. 

agenda /s'dzendo/ п [С] (pl ~s) (list of) 
things to be done or discussed, eg by a com- 
mittee: the next item on the~. 

agent /'eidzant/  [C] 1 person who acts for, 
or who manages or arranges the affairs of an- 
other or others: а 'house-~, person who buys, 
sells, lets and rents houses. 2 person used to 
achieve something or to get a result. 3 
(science) substance producing an effect: Rain 
and frost are natural ~s that wear away rocks. 

ag-glom-er-ation /a,glomo'reif{n/ п 1 [U] 
action of collecting into a mass. 2 [C] (esp un- 
tidy or unplanned) heap or collection. 

ag-grand-ize-ment (also -ise-) /o'gren- 
dizmont/ п [С] increase in power, wealth, im- 
portance: seeking personal ~. 

ag-gra-vate /'xgroveit/ vt 1 make worse ог 
more serious: ~ an illness/offence. 2 (informal) 
irritate: How aggravating! 

ag-gra-va-tion /,egro'veifn/n[C,U] 

ag-gre-gate /'zgragot/ п [С] total obtained 
by adding together. 

ag-gres:sion /2'gref{n/ п 1 [U] attack that 
has no (obvious) cause, often beginning a 
quarrel or war: Jt was difficult to decide which 
country was guilty of ~. 2[C] instance of this. 

ag-gress-ive /s'gresiv/ adj 1 capable of at- 
tacking or quarrelling without a reason: an ~ 
man. 2 of or for attacking: ~ weapons. 3 not 
afraid of opposition, energetic and able to ar- 
gue powerfully: A man who goes from door to 
door selling things has to be ~ if he wants to 
succeed. 

ag-gress-ive-ly adv 

ag-gress-ive-ness n[U] 

ag-gres:sor /э'дгезэ(г)/ п [С] country, 
person, deliberately attacking. 

ag-grieve /o'gri:v/ vt (formal) (usually pas- 
sive) feel great sorrow (esp because of unjust 
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treatment): be ~d. 

ag-gro /'egrau/ п [Ч] (GB sl) aggression as 
shown by gangs of teenagers towards other 
gangs, racial minorities, etc. 

aghast /s'ga:st US: o'gest/ adj filled with 
fear or surprise: He stood ~ at the terrible 
sight. 

agile /'edzail US: 'ed3el/ adj (of living things) 
moving, acting, quickly and effortlessly: an ~ 
mind. 
agile-ly adv 
agil-ity /a'dziloti/ п [U] 

ag:ing /'eid3zin/n > ageing. 

agi-tate /'edziteit/ vt,vi 1 move or shake (а 
liquid). 2 cause anxiety to (a person, his mind 
or feelings): He was ~d about his wife’s health. 
3 agitate for, argue publicly in favour of, 
take part in a campaign for: agitating for high- 
er wages. 
agi-tated adj anxious. 

agi-ta-tion /=АзЧе(т/ п 1 [0] moving ог 
shaking (of a liquid). 2 [9] anxiety: She was т 
a state о} ~. 3 [C,U] discussion or debate (for 
the purpose of bringing about a change); [U] 
social or political unrest or trouble caused by 
such discussion: The Unions carried on long ~ 
against the government. 

agi-ta-tor /'zdziterta(r)/ п [С] person who 
agitates for, esp political, change. 

aglow /э'91э0/ adj 1 bright with colour: The 
sky was ~ with the setting sun. 2 (of persons) 
showing warmth from exercise or excitement: 
~ with pleasure. 

ag-nos-tic /zg'npstik/ п [С] person who be- 
lieves that the world is not knowable, human 
knowledge is limited and nothing can be 
known beyond the senses. o adj of this belief. 
ag-nos-ti-cism /zg'npstisizom/ и [U] this 
belief. 

ago /a'gau/ adv (used to show time measured 
back to a point in the past; always placed after 
the word or words it describes and used with 
the past tense): The train left a few minutes ~| 
not long ~/a long while ~. It was seven years ~ 
that my brother died. (Note: compare, It is 
seven years since my brother died.) 

agog /э'909/ adj full of interest; excited: ~ for 
news|to hear the news. 

ag-on-ized (also -ised) /'egonaizd/ adj ex- 
pressing agony: ~ shrieks. 

ag-on-iz-ing (also -ising) /'eganaizin/ adi 
causing, showing, agony. 

ag-ony /'zgoani/ п (sing, or pl -ies) great pain 
or suffering (of mind or body): She looked on 
in~ at her child 5 sufferings. 

agora-phobia /|,zgoro'faubie/ п [Ч] ex- 
treme fear of (crossing) open spaces. 

agrar-ian /o'grearion/ adj of land (esp farm- 
land) or land ownership: ~ policies. 

agree /2'gri:/ vi,vt 1 say ‘Yes’; consent: / ask- 
ed him to help me and he ~d. 2 be of the same 
opinion(s): We ~d to start early|on making an 
early start|that we should start early. Have you 
~d about/on the price yet? Are we ~d? agree 
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to differ, agree not to try to convince each 
other. 3 (of two or more persons) be happy 
together; get on well with one another (with- 
out arguing, etc): We shall never ~. 4 be the 
same: This bill does not ~ with your original es- 
timate. 5 suit, eg the health of: The climate 
doesn’t ~ with me. 6 (gram) correspond in 
number, person, etc with: The verb ~s with its 
subject in number and person. 7 (of figures, ac- 
counts, proposals, etc) accept or approve (as 
being correct): The Manager has ~d your ex- 
penses. 

agree-able /a'gri:obl/ adj 1 pleasant (the 
usual word): She has an ~ voice. 2 ready to 
agree: Are you~ to the proposal? 
agree-ably /-abli/ adv pleasantly: J was 
agreeably surprised. 

agree-ment /s'gri:mont/ и 1 be in agree- 
ment, have the same opinion(s): We are in~ 
on that point. Гт quite т ~~ with what you say. 
2 [С] arrangement or understanding (spoken 
or written) made by two or more persons, 
governments, etc: sign an ~. come to/ 
arrive at/make/reach an agreement 
(with sb), agree. 

ag-ri-cul-tural /,egri'kaltfaral/ adj of farm- 
ing: ~ machinery. 

ag-ri-cul-ture /'zgrikaltfa(r)/ п [U] science 
or practice of farming. 

aground /o'graund/ adv, adj (of ships) 
touching the bottom in shallow water: The 
ship went~. 

ah /a:/ int cry of surprise, pity, etc. 

aha /a:'ha:/ int cry of surprise, triumph, satis- 
faction, etc. 

ahead /2'hed/ adv in front; in advance: Stan- 
dard time in Turkey is two hours ~ of Green- 
wich Mean Time. Full speed ahead! Go 
forward at full speed! get ahead, obtain suc- 
cess, eg in one’s career. go ahead, (a) make 
progress: Things are going ~. (b) (informal) 
continue (with what you’re about to say or 
do). look ahead, think of and prepare for fu- 
ture needs. 

ahem /s'hem/ int (usual spelling form of the) 
noise made when clearing the throat or to get a 
person’s attention. 

ahoy /s'hoi/ int greeting or warning cry used 
by seamen. 

aid /eid/ vt help (the usual word): ~ а poor 
family with money. о п1 [U] help: He came to 
my ~, helped me. What is the collection т ~ 
of, What is the money to be used for? > also 
first aid. 2 [С] something that helps. > 
hearing-aid; visual aid. 

aide-de-camp /е4 do 'kemp/ и [C] (p/ 
aides-de-camp) naval or military officer who 
helps a superior. 

ail /eil/ vt,vi 1 (old use) trouble: What ~s him? 
What’s wrong with him? 2 be ill: The children 
are always ~ing, always in poor health. 

ail-ment /'eilmont/ и [С] illness (the usual 
word). 

aim!’ /erm/n1[U] act of aiming, eg with a gun: 


agreeable /air 


Take careful ~ at the target. 2 [C] purpose; 
objective: He has only one ~ and object in life- 
—tomake a fortune before he is fifty. 
aim-less adj having no aim(2). 
aim-less-ly adv in no particular direction, 
with no purpose, etc: changing ~lessly from 
one job to another. 
aim? /eim/ vt,vi 1 point (a gun, etc) towards: 
He ~ed (his gun) at the lion, fired and missed. 2 
send, direct, eg a blow: Tom got angry with his 
brother and ~ed a heavy book at his head. 3 
(fig) (of criticism, praise, etc) be meant for: 
My remarks were not ~ed at you. 4 have as a 
plan or intention: Harry ~s to become|at be- 
coming a doctor. 
ain't /eint/ (incorrect) short form of are/is/ ат 
not, and have/has not: I ~ going. We ~ got 
any. 
air’ /еэ(г)/ п 1 [U] the mixture of gases that 
surrounds the earth and which we breathe: 
Let’s go out and enjoy the fresh ~. in the air, 
(a) uncertain: My plans are still in the air. (b) 
(of opinions, etc) passing from one person to 
another: There are rumours in the air that... т 
the open air, > open'(3). clear the air, 
(a) make the air (in a room, etc) fresh again. 
(b) (fig) lessen suspicion, doubt, etc by giving 
facts, etc. > also hot air. 2 by air, in aircraft: 
travel|send a letter by air. 3 [Ч] on the air, 
broadcast(ing): The Prime Minister will be on 
the ~ at 9.15pm. go off the air, stop broad- 
casting. 4 [С] (music, dated) tune, melody. 5 
[C] appearance; manner: He has an ~ of im- 
portance, seems to be, looks, important. give 
oneself/put on airs, behave in an unnat- 
ural way in the hope of impressing people. 
,airs and ‘graces, foolish, exaggerated ways 
of behaving. 
'air-bed, mattress inflated with air. 
lair-borne adj (a) transported by air. (b) (of 
an aircraft) in flight: We were soon ~ borne. 
lair-bus, large airliner travelling short routes. 
,air-con'ditioned adj (of a room, building, 
etc) supplied with air that is purified and kept 
at a certain temperature and degree of humid- 
ity: an ,~-conditioned'room. 
‘air-conditioner, machine for 
conditioning. 
air-conditioning, process of producing an 
air-conditioned building, etc. 
,;air-'cooled adj cooled by a current of air: an 
,~-cooled ‘engine. 
lair-craft, (used with a sing or pl verb) аего- 
plane(s); airship(s). 
lair-craft carrier, ship with a long, wide 
deck for aircraft to take off and land. 
lair-crew, crew of an aircraft. 
lair-cushion, (esp) layer of air supporting a 
hovercraft. 
‘air duct, device, eg in an aircraft or a ship’s 
cabin, for directing a flow of air for the com- 
fort of passengers. 
lair-field, area of open, level ground, with 
buildings, offices, etc for operations of (esp 
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military) aircraft. 
lair-force, military forces of a country, or- 
ganized for fighting in, from, the air. 
lair hostess, stewardess in an airliner. 
lair letter, sheet of light paper (to be) folded 
and sent, without an envelope, by airmail. 
lair lift, large-scale transport of persons or 
supplies by air, esp in an emergency. 
lair-line, regular service of aircraft for public 
use. 
lair-liner, passenger-carrying aircraft. 
lair-mail, mail (to be) carried by air. 
lair-plane, (US) = aeroplane. 
'air-port, public flying ground for use by air- 
liners. 
lair raid, attack by aircraft that drop bombs. 
lair-screw, propeller of an aircraft. 
lair-ship, lighter-than-air flying-machine 
with engine(s). 
lair space, part of the earth’s atmosphere 
above a country: violation of our ~ space by 
military aircraft. 
lair speed, speed of an aircraft relative to the 
air through which it is moving. 
lair-strip, strip of ground for the use of air- 
craft, esp one made for use in war or in an 
emergency. 
lair terminal, building(s) (in a town or city 
centre) to or from which passengers, etc travel 
to or from an airport. 
lair-tight adj (a) not allowing air to enter or 
escape. (b) (fig) leaving no possibility of 
misunderstanding or not succeeding, etc. 
,air-to-'air adj (of missiles) fired from one 
aircraft to hit another. 
)air-to-'ground adj fired from an aircraft to 
hit a target on the ground. 
lair-way, route regularly followed by airlin- 
ers; company operating a service of airliners: 
British Airways. 
lair-worthy adj safe to fly (in). 

air? /ea(:)/ vt 1 put (clothing, etc) into the open 
air or into a warm place to make it quite dry: 
The blankets need to be ~ed. 2 et fresh air into 
(a room, etc). 3 cause others to know (one’s 
opinions, troubles etc): He likes to ~ his views. 

air-tng /'corin/ к give sthan airing, (a) ex- 
pose it to the fresh air. (b) discuss it. 
'airing-cupboard, warm cupboard in 
which to store bed-clothes, towels, etc. 

air-less /'ealis/ adj not having enough fresh 
air: an~ room. 

airy /'eors/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 having plenty of 
fresh air moving through it: a nice ~ room. 2 
of or like air. 

atsle /ai!/n[C]1 passage in a church, esp one 
that is divided by a row of columns from the 
nave; (in a smali church) passage between 
rows of pews (= seats). 2 passage between any 
rows of seats, eg in a cinema. 

aitch /eitS/ л [С] the letter H. drop one’s 
aitches, not sound /h/ at the beginning of a 
word, eg by saying at for hat. 

ajar /9'd3a:(r)/ adj (of doors) slightly open. 


akin /o'kin/ adj (literary) of similar character: 
Pity is often ~ to love. 

-all /-al/ suffix (noun + ~ = adj): magical. 

ala-bas-ter /'zloba:sta(r) US: -bes-/ п [U] 
soft, white stone like marble in appearance, 
used for ornaments. 

alarm /9'la:m/ и 1 [С] (sound or signal giving 
a) warning of danger: give/raise the ~. 2 appa- 
ratus used to give such a warning: a'fire-~. 3 
[U] fear and excitement caused by the expecta- 
tion of danger: He jumped up in ~. о vt givea 
warning or feeling of danger to; cause anxiety 
to: Everybody was ~ed at the news that war 
might break out. 
a'larm clock, one that can ring at a fixed 
time. 
alarm-ing adj causing fear or anxiety. 
alarmist /-1st/, person who is easily alarm- 
ed. 

alas /o'les/ int cry of sorrow or regret. 

alb /zlb/ п [С] white vestment (robe) reaching 
to the feet, worn by some Christian priests at 
ceremonies. 

al-ba-tross /'zlbotros/ п [С] large, white, 
web-footed seabird, common in the Pacific 
and Southern Oceans. 

al-beit /,9:I'bi:1t/ conj (formal) although. 

al-bino /,zl'bi:znou US: -'bai-/ п [С] (pl ~s) 
animal or person born without natural col- 
ouring matter in the skin and hair (which are 
white) and the eyes (which are pink). 

al-bum /'zlbom/ и [C] 1 blank book in which 
a collection of photographs, autographs, pos- 
tage stamps, etc can be kept. 2 holder for a set 
of discs. 3 long-playing record with several 
pieces (often) by the same musician(s), sing- 
er(s), Composer(s). 

al-bu-men /'zlbjumon/ п [О] white of egg. 

al-chem-ist /'zlkimist/ и [С] person who 
studied or practised alchemy. 

al-chemy /'zlkimi/ я [U] chemistry of the 
Middle Ages, attempting to discover how to 
change ordinary metals into gold. 

al-co-hol /'zlkahol (5: -ho:l/ и [U] (pure, 
colourless liquid as present 1n) such drinks as 
beer, wine, brandy, whisky. 

al-ca-holic /,elka'holik US: -'ho:l-/ adj of or 
containing alcohol. оп [С] person whose de- 
sire for drink is so great that his health is af- 
fected. 

al-co-hol-ism /'alkohplizam/ и [С] (effect of 
the) action of alcohol on the human system. 

al-cove /'zlkouv/ п [С] part of a wall set back 
from the rest, often having a bed or seats. 

al-der-man_/'s:ldamon/ и [С] (p/ -men 
/-man/) senior member of a city or borough 
council т England and Ireland. 

ale /eil/n[C,U] light-coloured beer. 

alert /o'ls:t/ adj fully awake and ready to act, 
speak, etc: ~ in answering questions.on1lon 
the alert, ready to act, attack, etc. 2 [С] (mil) 
period of being on the alert. o vt quickly tell a 
person to be on the alert. 

al-fresco /,zI'freskou/ adj, adv (of meals) in 
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the open air: lunching ~. 

alga /'zlgo/ и [С] (pl ~e /'zld3i:/) water plant 
of very simple structure. 

al-gebra_ /'eldzibro/ п [U] branch of 
mathematics in which signs and letters are 
used to represent quantities. 
al-ge-braic /,zld31'brenk/, 
|-kl/ adj 

alias /'eilios/ п [С] (pl ~es) name which a рег- 
son, esp a criminal, uses to hide his own. в adv 
also called. 

alibi /'zlibai/ п [С] (pl ~s) 1 (legal) plea that 
one was in another place at the time of an act, 
esp acrime: The accused man was able to estab- 
lish ап ~. 2 (injormal) excuse (for failure, etc). 

alien /'eilron/ и [С] person who is not a subject 
of the country in which he is living: An Eng- 
lishman is an ~ in the United States. о adj 1 
foreign: an ~ environment. 2 the opposite of 
(behaviour, character): Cruelty is quite ~ to 
her. 

alien-ate /'eilioneit/ у/ cause (a person) to be- 
come unfriendly or indifferent (by unpopular 
or unpleasant actions): The Prime Minister’s 
policy ~d many of his followers. 

alien-ation /,erl:9'neifn/ и [U] (esp) mental 
illness of feeling no relationship with other 
people. 

alight’ /a'lait/ adj on fire; lit: The sticks were 
damp and wouldn't catch~. 

alight? /o'lait/ vi1 get down from a horse, etc. 
2 (of a bird) come down from the air and settle 
(ona branch, etc). 

align /o'lain/ vt,vi1 arrange in a line; eg of sol- 
diers, form a line. 2 agree with (and join): They 
~ed themselves with us. 

align-ment /o'lammont/ и [C,U] (an) ar- 
rangement in a ВВ line: The desks are т 
~loutof~. 

alike /a'laik/ adj like one another: The two sis- 
ters are very much ~. п adv in the same way: 
treat everybody ~. 

ali-men-tary /,zli'mentri/ adj of food and 
digestion. 
the alimentary canal, (anat) parts of the 
body through which food RARE (from the 
mouth to the anus). 

ali-mony /'zlimoni US: -тзош/ и [9] money 
allowance (to be) paid by a man to his wife, or 
former wife, by a judge’s order, eg after a legal 
separation or divorce. 

alive /o'laiv/ adj 1 living: Who’s the greatest 
man ~? 2 in existence: An awareness of the 
dangers of air-pollution should be kept ~ by the 
press and TV. alive to, aware of: Не is fully~ 
to the dangers of the situation. alive with, full 
of (living or moving things): The lake was ~ 
with fish. 

al-kali /'elkolai/ и [С] (р/ ~s) (chem) a sub- 
stance (such as soda, potash, ammonia) that 
combines with acids to form salts. 
al-ka-line /'elkalain/ adj 

all’ /9:1/ adj 1 (used with p/ nouns) the whole 
number of: A~ horses are animals. (Note: 


al-ge-braical 


alga /all- 


compare Every horse is an animal.) 2 (used 
with uncountable nouns and in all the...) the 
whole extent or amount: A~ hope is lost. They 
walked ~ the way home. all (of), the whole 
(of): He spent ~ (of) that year in London. 3 
any: It’s beyond ~ doubt, There is no reason 
for doubt. 

all? /o:1/ adv 1 entirely: They were pe, ~ in 
black. (Note: compare, They were all dressed 
(= All of them were dressed) in black. 2 (used 
with comparatives) much; so much: You'll be 
all the better for a holiday. 3 (uses with preposi- 
tions and particles, etc): 
all alone, (a) not in the company of others. 
(b) without the help and company of other 
persons: He did it ~ alone. 
а! along, (a) for the whole length of: There 
are trees ~ along the road. (b) (informal) all 
the time: But [knew that ~ along! 
all for, (informal) strongly in favour of: Гт 
~ for accepting the offer. 
alf'in, (a) (informal) exhausted; He was ~ in 
at the end of the race. (Ъ) inclusive of every- 
thing: an ,~-in'price. 
all'‘out, (informal) using all possible strength, 
energy, etc: He was going ~ out|was making an 
y~-out 'effort. 
all over, (a) inevery part of: He has travelled 
~ over the world. (b) at an end. D also 
place(1). 
all right, (alright is а common incorrect spel- 
ling) (a) satisfactory, satisfactorily; safe and 
sound; in good order. (b) (as a response to a 
suggestion, etc) Yes, I consent. 
allthe same, = nevertheless. а! the same 
to, a matter of indifference to: /t’s ~ the same 
to me whether you go or stay. 
all there, (informal) mentally alert. not alf 
there, (informal) not sane. 
all to/d, altogether; as the total: There were 
six people ~ told. 

all® /э:1/ п [U] (used in such phrases as my/his} 
their all) everything: He gave his ~, tried as 
hard as he could. 

all? /9:1/ pron 1 everything or everybody: They 
were ~ broken. Take it~. We ~ want to go. 
all of, every one, the whole: Take ~ of them| 
it. one and all, everyone. 2 (uses with prepos- 
itions): above all, > above. after all, > 
after. (not) at а! |э 'to:|/, (not) in any way: 
She’s not at ~ suitable. Are you at ~ worried? 
not at all, > not(2). away from it all, 
away from the usual routine, daily responsibi- 
lities, etc: ГеГг5 go camping and get away from 
it ~. once (and) for all, now and for the 
last or only time. in aff, > in?(13). ain all, 
considering ail the facts: A~ in ~ he’s a nice 
man. not as/so + adjladv + as all that, 
not to that extent: /t’s not as easy as ~ that, 
not as easy as it seems. not аЙ that, not to 
that extent: /Г5 not ~ that easy. 

all- /э:1/ prefix completely: ,~-'powerful. 
jall-'clear, signal that hostility (eg bomb- 
ing) has stopped, that no-one is present to see 


Allah/alone 


(a thief, etc). 
,all-'purpose adj having several uses: an ,;~- 
purpose ‘knife. 
,all-'round adj having various abilities: ап 
~-round athlete. Hence, ,all-'rounder n. 
all-star adj with many famous actors: an 
Star 'cast. 
all-time adj best, biggest, etc known: Sales 
have reached an ,~-time ‘high. 

Allah /'zlo/n name of God among Muslims. 

al-le-ga-tion /,zli'geifn/ п [U] alleging; [С] 
statement, esp one made without proof: You 
have made serious ~s, but can you prove them? 

al-lege /o'led3/ vt put forward, esp as a reason 
or excuse, in support of a claim or in denial of 
a charge: Jn your statement are you alleging 
that the accused man was seen at the scene of 
the crime? 
al-leg-edly /-idli/ adv 

al-le-giance /o'li:dzans/ и [U] duty, support, 
loyalty, due (to a ruler or government): Mem- 
bers of Parliament took the oath of ~ to the 
Queen. 

al-le-goric /,eli'gorik US: -'go:r-/, al-le- 
gori-cal /-К1/ adj of allegory. 

al-le-gory /'zliger1 US: -go:ri/ п [С] (pl -ies) 
story or description in which ‘ideas such as 
patience, purity and truth are symbolized by 
persons who are characters in the story. 

al-ler-gic /a'ls:d3ik/ adj of allergy. allergic 
to, (a) having an allergy to. (b) (informal) 
having a dislike of; unable to get on well with. 

al-lergy /'zlod31/ п [С] (pl -ies) (med) (condi- 
tion of) being affected by particular foods, fur, 
insect stings, etc. 

al-levi-ate /o'li:vieit/ vt make (pain, suffer- 
ing) less or easier to bear. 
al-levi-ation /9,li:vi'eifn/n[U] 

al-ley /'zli/ п [С] (p/ ~s) 1 narrow passage or 
street. 2 narrow enclosure for such games as 
bowls and skittles. 
blind ‘alley, (a) narrow street closed at one 
end. (b) (fig) profession, career with no op- 
portunity for progress. 

al-li-ance /a'laions/ и 1 [U] association or 
connection. 2 [C] union, eg of states (by 
treaty): enter intoan~. 

al-lied /s'laid/ © ally. 

al-li-ga-tor /'zligeito(r)/ п [С] reptile (like a 
crocodile but with a shorter head) living in 
southeastern US. 

al-li-ter-ation /a,lito'reifn/ и [U] repetition 
of the first sound or letter of a succession of 
words, eg safe and sound. 
al-lit-er-ative /a'litorativ US: -reitiv/ adj 

al-lo-cate /'zlokeit/ vt give, put on one side, 
as a share or for a purpose: ~ a sum of money 
to education|for the journey. 
al-lo-ca-tion /,zla'keifn/ n (a) [U] allocating 
or distributing. (b) [C] person or thing allo- 
cated. 

al-lot /o'lot/ уг (-tt-) make a distribution of; 
decide a person’s share of: Can we do the work 
within the time ~ ted (to) us? 
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al-lot-ment п [С] part or share, esp (in GB) a 
small area of public land rented as a vegetable 
garden. 

al-low /o'lau/ vt,vi 1 give permission: Smok- 
ing is not ~ed here. 2 give, let (a person or 
thing) have; agree to give: How much money 
are you ~ed to have? allow for, take into 
consideration: /t will take an hour to get to the 
station, ~ing for traffic delays. 
al-low-able /-obl/ adj that is or can be al- 
lowed (by law, the rules, etc). 

al-low-ance /o'lavons/ n 1 [С] sum of 
money, amount, allowed. 2 make allow- 
ance(s) for, allow for: We must make ~(s) 
for his youth, remember that he is young, etc. 

al-loy /'zlo1/ п [СЧ] mixture of metals, esp а 
metal of low value mixed with a metal of high- 
er value: ~ steel. 

all-spice /'s:lspais/ и [U] spice made from the 
dried berries of a W Indian tree. 

al-lude /2'lu:d/ vimention (now the more usu- 
al word): alluding to possible dangers. 

allur-ing /o'luerin/ adj attractive (the usual 
word). 

al-lu-sion /s'lu:zn/ п [С] (formal) indirect 
reference to: His books are full of classical ~s 
which few people understand. 

al-lus-ive /o'lu:siv/ adj containing allusions. 

al-luv-ial /o'lu:viol/ adj made of sand, earth, 
etc left by rivers or floods: ~ soil. 

ally’ /'zlai/ п [С] (pl -ies) 1 person, state, etc 
allied to another. 2 person who gives help or 
support. 

ally? /эЧа1/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 ally (oneself) 
with/to, unite by treaty, marriage, etc: Great 
Britain was allied with the United States in both 
World Wars; Hence: the Allied за] 
Powers. 2 be allied to, (of things) related to: 
The English language is allied to the German 
language. 

al-ma-nac /'s:lmonzk/ п [С] annual book or 
calendar of months and days, with informa- 
tion about the sun, moon, tides, anniversaries, 
etc. 

Al-mighty /,9:I'maiti/ the A~, God. 

almond /'a:mond/ п [С] (long, flat nut inside 
the) hard seed of a tree similar to the peach 
and plum. 

almoner /'a:mono(r) US: 'elm-/ п [С] 1 (for- 
merly) official who gave money and help to 
the poor. 2 (GB) hospital official in charge of 
social service work for patients. 

al-most /'s:lmoust/ adv very nearly: He 
slipped and ~ fell. almost no/none/no 
one/nothing/never, hardly any/any one/ 
anything/ever, scarcely any/anything: She 
says ~ nothing of importance. 

alms /a:mz/ п [Ч] (used with a sing or pl verb) 
money, clothes, food, etc given to the poor. 

aloft /o'loft US: o'lo:ft/ adv high up, esp at the 
masthead of a ship, or up in the rigging. 

alone /a'loun/ adj, adv г> \onely. 1 (= by 
oneselflitself) without the v mipany or help of 
others or other things: He likes living ~~ You 
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can’t lift the piano ~, without help. 2 noun/ 
pronoun + alone, and no other: Smith ~ 
knows what happened. 3 be (not) alone in, 
not the only persons who are: We are not ~ in 
thinking that. 4 let alone, and even less: He 
cannot afford his fares let ~ cigarettes. let/ 
leave sb/sth alone, not touch, move, inter- 
fere with: You had better leave that big dog ~. 
Leave my things ~! 

along /2'lon US: a'lo:n/ adv 1 (used to show 
onward movement, often with the same sense 
as on): Come ~! The dog was running ~ behind 
its owner. 2 (used like over, across, up, down, in 
informal requests): Come ~ to my office. all 
along, > all?(3). get along, г> get(17).0 
prep from one end of to the other end of; 
through any part of the length of: We walked 
~ the road. 

along-side /a,lpn'said/ adv, prep close to, 
parallel with, the side of (a ship, pier, wharf). 

aloof /s'lu:f/ adv apart. о adj (of a person’s 
character) keeping away, taking no part in: / 
find him rather~. 
aloof-ness 7[U] 

aloud /a'laud/ adv 1 ina voice loud enough to 
be heard, not in a whisper: Please read the 
story ~. 2 loudly, so as to be heard at a dis- 
tance: He called ~ for help. 

al-pha /'zlfa/ п the first letter (A, a) in the 
Greek alphabet. 

al-pha-bet /'zlfobet/ и [С] the letters used in 
writing a language, arranged in order: the 
Greek ~. 

al-pha-beti-cal /,z1fo'betikl/ adj in the ord- 
er of the alphabet: The words in a dictionary 
are in~ order. 
al-pha-beti-cally /-kli/ adv 

al-pine /'zlpain/ adj of the Alps; of alps: ~ 
plants. 

al-ready /s:l'redi/ adv (usually used to show 
emphasis) 1 by this/that time: The postman 
has ~ been|has been ~. Has he been ~? 2 (used 
to show surprise): You’re not leaving us ~, are 
you? 3 previously; before now: Гуе ~ been 
there/been there ~. 


Al-sa-tian /zl'seifn/ n [C] large breed of dog, _ 


like a wolf, often trained for police work. (US 
= German shepherd). 

also /'o:lsau/ adv too; besides; as well: Tom has 
been to Canada. Harry has ~ been to Canada. 
not only... but also, both... and: He not 
only read the book but ~ remembered what he 
had read. 
‘also-ran, (informal) unsuccessful person. 

al-tar /'o:lta(r)/ п [С] 1 raised place (flat- 
topped table or platform) on which offerings 
are made to a god. 2 (in Christian churches) 
the Communion table. 

al-ter /'o:lta(r)/ vt,vi make or become differ- 
ent; change in character, appearance, etc: 
These clothes are too large; they must be ~ed. 
He has ~ed a great deal since I saw him a year 
ago. 
al-ter-able /-abl/ adj that alters or that can be 


along/am 


altered. 

alter-ation /,9:lto'reifn/ п [U] altering; [С] 
act of changing; change that is the result of al- 
tering: A~s to the house will cost a lot of 
money. 

al-ter-nate'’ /9:I'ts:nat/ adj (of things of two 
kinds) by turns, first the one and then the 
other: Tom and Harry-do the work оп ~ days, 
eg Tom on Monday, Harry on Tuesday Tom 
on Wednesday, etc. 
al-ter-nate-ly adv 

al-ter-nate? /'s:ltoneit/ vt,vi arrange or do by 
turns; cause to take place, appear, one after 
the other: She ~s boiled eggs with fried eggs for 
breakfast. alternate between, pass from 
one state, etc to a second, then back to the 
first, etc: He ~s so easily between happiness 
and sadness. 
,;alternating ‘current, electric current that 
regularly changes to the opposite direction 
and back, the number of complete changes per 
second being known as the frequency. © 
direct current. 

al-ter-na-tive /o:l'ta:notiv/ adj (of two 
things) that may be had, used, etc in place of 
something else: There are ~ answers to your 
question. п п [С] 1 choice between two things: 
You have the ~ of working hard and succeeding 
or of not working and being unsuccessful. 2 one 
of more than two possibilities. 
al-ter-na-tive-ly adv as a choice: a fine of £5 
or ~ly six weeks imprisonment. 

al-though /o:!'5au/ conj > though. 

al-ti-tude /'zltitju:d US: -tu:d/ 1 [С] (not of 
living things) height, esp above sea-level. 2 (p/) 
place high above sea-level: /t is difficult to 
breathe at these ~s. 

alto /'zltou/ п [С] (р/ ~s) 1 (musical part for 
or a person having a) male singing voice be- 
tween tenor and treble; female voice of similar 
range (contralto). 2 instrument with the same 
range: an ~-saxophone. 

al-to-gether /,o:lto'geda(r)/ adv 1 entirely; 
wholly: J don’t ~ agree with him. Those will 
cost 90p ~. 2 considering everything: The 
weather was bad and the trains were crowded; 
~, it was a bad journey. 

al-tru-ism /'zltru:zom/ п [9] principle of 
considering the well-being and happiness of 
others first; [C] instance of this. 

al-tru-ist /'zltru:ist/ п [С] person who is al- 
truistic. 
al-tru-is-tic /,zltru:'istik/ adj 
al-tru-is-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

alu-min-ium /,zljo'mmiem/ (US = alu- 
mi-num /o'lu:minom/) п [U] light, white 
metal, used for saucepans, electrical 
apparatus, etc. 

al-ways /'s:lweiz/ adv 1 at all times; without 
exception: The sun ~ rises in the east. (Note: 
Always may be used with almost, nearly ot not: 
He’s nearly ~ at home in the evening.) 2 again 
and again; repeatedly: He ~ asks for money. 

am /after `Г: т usually: эт, strong form: em] 


amalgamate /amir 
> Бе". 
amal-ga-mate /a'mzigomeit/ vt,vi (of 


unions, societies, races of people, business 
companies) mix; combine; unite. 

amal.ga-ma-tion /a,mezlgo'meifn/ и [U] 
mixing; combining; [C] instance of this. 

amass /a'mes/ vt pile or heap up, collect: ~ a 
fortune|riches. 

ama-teur /'zmota(r)/ п [С] 1 person who 
paints pictures, performs music, plays, etc, for 
the love of it, not professionally. 2 person 
playing a game, taking part in sports, without 
receiving payment: (as an adjective) an ~ 
tennis-player|photographer. > professional. 

ama-teur-ish /'xmatori{/ adj inexpert; im- 
perfect. 

amaze /a'meiz/ vt ВП with great surprise or 
wonder: J was ~d at the news/~d to hear 
that... 
amaz-ing adj 
amaz-ing-ly adv: He’s doing amazingly well. 

amaze-ment /s'meizmont/ и [9] surprise: / 
heard with ~ that... 

Ama:zon /'emozen US: -гоп/ и [С]1 (in old 
Greek stories) female warrior. 2 (with a small 
a) tall, strong, active woman. 

am-bas-sa-dor /xm'besoda(r)/ п [С] 1 
minister representing the Government of his 
country in a foreign country: the British A~ to 
Greece. 2 authorized representative. 

am-bas-sa-dor-ial /em,bzsoa'do:rial/ adj of 
an ambassador or his duties. 

am-bas-sa-dress_ /,em'besodris/ м [С] 
woman ambassador. 

am-ber /жтЪэ(г)/ и [9] hard, clear 
yellowish-brown gum used for making orna- 
ments, etc; its colour. 

ambi- /embi-/ prefix both, double, two: am- 
biguous; ambidextrous. 

am-bi-dex-trous /,embi'dekstras/, (also 
-ter-ous) /-taras/ adj able to use the left hand 
or the right equally well. 

am-bi-ence /'embions/ я [С] environment; 
atmosphere: a friendly ~. 

am-bi-ent /'embient/ adj (formal) (of air, 
etc) on all sides; surrounding. 

am-bi-guity /,embi'gju:ati/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [U] 
state of being ambiguous. 2 [С] expression, etc 
that can have more than one meaning. 

am-bigu-ous /em'bigjuas/ adj having more 
than one interpretation: ‘400 cadets passed out 
last year is~. 
am-bigu-ous-ly adv 

am-bi-tion /em'bifn/ 1 1 [Ч] strong desire, 
esp to be successful: A man who is filled with ~ 
usually works hard. 2 [С] particular desire of 
this kind: He has great ~s. 3 [С] object of such 
a desire: achieve one’s ~(s). 

am-bi-tious /em'bifas/ adj 1 full of ambi- 
tion: an ~~ woman; ~ to succeed in life. 2 show- 
ing or needing ambition: ~ plans; an ~ at- 
tempt. 
am-bi-tious-ly adv 

am-biva-lence /zm'bivelons/ п [U] 1 
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existence of two or more opposite or conflict- 
ing feelings. 2 (esp) inability to make up one’s 
mind. 

am-biva-lent /z2m'bivalont/ adj having eith- 
er or both or two contrary or similar values, 
meanings, etc. 

amble /'embl/ vi (of a horse) move along 
without hurrying; (of a person) ride or walk 
without hurrying. оп [С] slow, gentle, pace. 

am-brosia /em'brauzia US: -э059/ п [U] 1 
(Greek myth) the food of the gods. 2 (fig) any- 
thing that has a delightful taste or smell. 

am-bu-lance /'embjulons/ и [С] vehicle for 
carrying people who are ill, wounded in war or 
hurt in accidents. 

am-bush /'embuJ/ п [СУ] (the placing of) 
troops, etc, waiting to make a surprise attack: 
be attacked from an ~~. vt attack from sucha 
position. 

ameli-or-ate /a'mi:lioreit/ vt,vi_ (formal) 
(cause to) become better: ~ the economic 
situation. 

amen /ei'men, in church services: a:'men/ int 
word used at the end of a prayer or hymn and 
meaning ‘May it beso’. 

amen.able /s'mi:nabl/ adj 1 (of persons) wil- 
ling to be guided or controlled: be ~ to 
kindness|advice/reason. 2 (legal) in a position 
where one must do certain things or be pun- 
ished for not doing them: We are all ~ to the 
law. 

amend /a'mend/ vt,vi1 improve; correct: He 
~ed his speech to include recent economic Sstat- 
istics. 2 make changes in the wording of a rule, 
a proposed law, etc. 
amend.able /-эЫ/ adj 

amend:-ment /s'mendmont/ п [U] correct- 
ing; [C] change proposed or made to a rule, 
etc: ~s to the constitution. 

amends /2'mendz/ и р/ make amends (to 
sb) (for sth), make a suitable payment; ар- 
ologise: make ~ to a friend for being unkind. 

amenity /o'mi:noti/ и (pi -ies) 1 (p/) things, 
circumstances, surroundings, that make life 
easy or pleasant: a town with many amenities, 
eg a park, a public library, playing fields. 2[U] 
pleasantness: the ~ of the Mediterranean cli- 
mate. 

am-ethyst /'zemi0ist/ п [С] precious stone 
which is purple or violet. 

amt-able /'eimiobl/ adj (formal) friendly: 1 
found him a most ~ person. 
amia-bil-ity /,ermio'bilati/ и [U] friendliness 
(the usual word). 
ami-ably /-abli/ adv 

amic-able /'emikabl/ adj done in a friendly 
way: discuss т ап ^^ way. 
amic-ably /-abli/ adv 

amid /o'mid/, amidst /a'midst/ prep among, 
in, the middle of. 

amid-ships /o'midfips/ adv (naut) half-way 
between the bows (front) and stern (back) of a 
ship. 

amir, ameer, emir /2'mio(r)/ и title used 
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by some Muslim rulers. 

amiss /o'mis/ adj, adv wrong(ly); out of 
order: There’s not much ~ with it. take sth 
‘amiss, be hurt in one’s feelings (esp too 
strongly): Don’t take it~ if [show your errors. 

am-me-ter /'zmito(r)/ п [С] meter that 
measures electric current in amperes. 

am-mo-nia /3'maunia/ я [U] strong, colour- 
less gas (МН,) with a sharp smell, used in 
refrigeration and to make explosives and ferti- 
lizers; solution of this gas in water. 

am-mu-ni-tion /,emjo'nifn/ я [U] military 
stores, esp of explosives (shells, bombs, etc). 

am-nesia /em'ni:zia (75: -ni:39/ и [U] (med) 
partiai or total loss of memory. 

am-nesty /'emnasti/ и [С] (р/ -ies) general 
pardon, esp for political offences: The rebels 
returned home underanw~w. 

amoeba /2'mi:ba/ я [С] (p/ ~s or ~e |-bi:/) 
microscopic form of living matter, found in 
water, soil, etc. 

amoebic /s'mi:bik/ adj of, concerning, 
caused by, amoebas: ~ dysentery. 

amok, amuck /s'mpk/ adv run amok/ 
amuck, run about wildly (as with a desire to 
kill people). 

among /a'man/, amongst /a'manst/ prep 
1 (showing position) surrounded by; in the 
middle of: a village ~ the hills; hiding ~ the 
bushes. (Note: the noun or pronoun must be pl. 
Compare: Sweden is situated between Norway 

-and Finland.) 2 (showing association, connec- 
tion): You are only one ~ many who need help. 
3 (followed by a superlative) one of: Leeds is ~ 
the largest industrial towns in England. 4 
(showing division, distribution, possession, 
activity, to, for or by more than two persons): 
You must settle the matter ~ yourselves. (Note: 
between is ‘used of two.) 5 (used after a prep): 
Choose one from ~ these. 

amoral /,ei'moral US: -'mo:ral/ adj not con- 
cerned with or having morals. 

am-or-ous /'zemoras/ adj easily moved to 
love; showing love; of (esp sexual) love: ~ 
looks; ~ poetry. 
am-or-ous-ly аду 

amount /9'maunt/ vi amount to, add up 
to; be equal to: His debts ~ to £5000. Riding on 
a bus without paying the fare ~s to (= 1s the 
same thing as) stealing. оп [С] 1 total; whole: 
He owed me £100 but could pay only half that 
~, could only pay £50. 2 quantity: A large ~ 
of money is spent on tobacco every year. 

amp /emp/ n[C] (abbr for) ampere. 

am-pere /'empeo(r) US: 'emptoer/ и [С] unit 
for measuring electric current. 

am-phib.-ian /em'fibion/ л [C] 1 animal able 
to live both on land and in water, eg a frog. 2 
aircraft designed to take off from and land on 
either land or water. 3 vehicle able to move in 
water and on land. 

am-phibi-ous /em'fibios/ adj adapted for 
both land and water. 


amphi-theatre (US = -ter) /'emft- 


amiss /anaesthetize 


@1ata(r)/ и [С] round or oval unroofed building 
with rows of seats rising behind and above 
each other round an open space, used for pub- 
lic games and amusements. 

ample /'empl/ adj (-r, -st) 1 with plenty of 
space: There’s ~ room for the children and 
toys. 2 plentiful: He has ~ resources, 1$ 
wealthy. 3 sufficient: £5 will be ~ for my needs. 
am-.ply /'empli/ adv 

am-.plify /'emplifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 make 
larger or fuller; esp give fuller information, 
more details, etc about. 2 increase the strength 
of, esp sound. 
am-pli-fi-ca-tion /,emplifi'kefn/ n[U] 
am-pli-fier /'emplifaia(r)/, appliance for am- 
plifying, esp sound. 

am-pu-tate /'empjouteit/ vt cut off, eg an 
arm, a leg, by surgery. 
am-pu-ta-tion /,empju'terfn/2[C,U] 

amuck /a'mak/ adv © amok. 

amulet /'zmjulit/ я [С] thing worn in the be- 
lief that it will protect (against evil, etc). 

amuse /o'mju:z/ vt 1 make time pass 
pleasantly for: amusing the baby with toys. 2 
make (a person) laugh or smile: His funny 
stories ~d all of us. 

amuse-ment /s'mju:zmont/ n 1 [U] state of 
being amused: To the great ~ of everybody, 
the actor’s beard fell off. 2 [С] something that 
makes time pass pleasantly: There are plenty 
of ~s here—cinemas, theatres, concerts, foot- 
ball matches, etc. 

amus:-ing /9'mju:zin/ adj causing laughter or 
smiles: an ~~ story/storyteller. 

an /эп strong form: en| > a?. 

an- /zn-, эп-/ prefix not, without: anonymous, 
anaesthic. 

-ап /-эп/ suffix (proper noun + ~ = noun ог 
adj): Mexican; Italian. 

anach-ron-ism /s'nzkranizam/ п [С] 1 
something out of date either now or in a des- 
cription of past events: (м the sentence ‘Julius 
Caesar looked at his wrist-watch and lifted the 
telephone receiver’ there are two ~S. 2 person, 
attitude, institution, etc regarded (unfavour- 
ably) as out of date: /s the House of Lords an 
~? 
апасН-гоп-1$- с /a,nzkra'nistik/ adj 

ana-conda /|,z2na'kondo/ я [C] (p/ ~s) large 
snake, esp the boa-constrictor. 

anae-mia (US = anemia) /9'ni:mia/ и [U] 
state of not having enough blood; poor condi- 
tion of the blood, causing paleness. 

anae-mic (US = anemic) /a'ni:mik/ adj 
suffering from anaemia. 

an-aes-thesia (US = an-es-) /'en1s'6i:zia 
US: -101:5э/ п [U] state of being unable to feel 
(pain, heat, cold, etc). 

an-aes-thetic (US = an-es-) /,en1s'Oetik/ 
п [С] substance, eg ether, chloroform, or tech- 
nique, that produces anaesthesia: be given an 
~. 2> general, local anaesthetic. 

an-aes-the-tize (also -tise) (US = an- 
es-) /a'ni:sOotaiz/ vt make unable to feel pain, 
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etc. 
an-aes-the-tist (US = an-es-) /a'ni:s@atist/, 
person trained to administer anaesthetics. 

ana-gram /‘жпэдгат/ п [С] word made by 
changing the order of the letters in another 
word (eg plum—lump). 

anal /'erml/ adj (anat) of the anus. 

an-al-gesia /,zenzl'dzi:zio US: -'d3i:3a/ п [Ч] 
(med) absence of, condition of not feeling, 
pain. 

an-al-gesic /,enzl'd3i:zik/ п [С] substance, 
eg an ointment, which relieves pain. 

anal-og-ous /o'neleges/ adj similar or 
parallel: The two processes are not ~ (with 
each other). 
anal-og-ous-ly adv 

ana-logue, -109 /'xnslog US: -lo:g/ n [С] 
something that is similar to another thing: 
meat ~, artificially prepared substitute for 
meat (usually of soya beans). 

anal-ogy /s'nziod3)/ л (pl -ies) 1 [С] likeness, 
similarity in part: The teacher drew an ~ be- 
tween the human heart and a pump. 2 [4] рго- 
cess of reasoning between similar examples: 
argue by|from ~; on the ~ of. 

ana-lyse (US = -lyze) /'znalaiz/ vt 1 exam- 
ine (a thing) in order to learn what it is made 
up of: If we ~ water, we find that it is made up 
of two parts of hydrogen and one part of oxy- 
gen. 2 (gram) split up (a sentence) into its 
grammatical parts. 3 study or examine in ord- 
er to learn about: The leader tried to ~ the 
causes of our failure. 4 = psychoanalyse. 

analy-sis /a'nzlosis/ м (р/ -ses /-51:2/) 1 [U] 
(eg of a book, a character, a situation) separ- 
ation into parts possibly with comment and 
judgement: a critical ~ of literary texts; |C]in- 
stance of this; statement of the result of doing 
this. 2 = psychoanalysis. 

ana-lyst /'znolist/ п [С] 1 person skilled in 
making (esp chemical) analyses: a food 
analyst. 2 = psychoanalyst. 

ana-lytic /,eno'litik/, -i-cal /-kl) adj of or us- 
ing analysis. 
ana-lyti-cally /-kli/ adv 

ana-lyze > analyse. 

an-archic /o'na:kik/ adj (person, state) be- 
lieving in or having no government. 

an-arch-ism /'znakizom/ и [U] political 
theory that government and laws are undesir- 
able. 

an-arch-ist /'znokist/ п [С] person who 
favours anarchism. 

an-archy /'znok:/ n [U] absence of govern- 
ment or control; disorder. 

anath-ema /этх0этоэ/ n [С] (p/ ~s) 1 for- 
mal declaration excommunicating a person or 
condemning something as evil. 2 thing that is 
detested. 

anat-omy /s'nztem:/ п [0] science of the 
structure of animal bodies; study of their 
structures by separation into parts. 
ana-tomi-cal /,2ns'tomikl/ adj 
anat-om-ist /-1st/, (а) person who dissects 


corpses. (№) person who studies anatomy. 

-ance (also -ence) /-sns/ suffix (verb + ~ = 
noun): assistance; confidence. 

an-ces-tor /'ensesta(r)/ п [С] any one of 
those persons from whom one is descended, 
esp one more remote than а grandparent. 

an-ces-tral /zn'sestral/ adj belonging to, 
having come from, one’s ancestors: his ~ 
home. 

an-ces-try /‘znsestri/ м [С] (pl -ies) line of 
ancestors. 

an-chor /'enka(r)/ п [С] 7 heavy piece of iron 
used for keeping a ship fastened to the sea bot- 
tom or a balloon to the ground. 2 thing or per- 
son that gives stability or security. о vf, vi 
make (a ship) secure with an anchor. 

an-chor.-age /'enkoerid3/ и [С] place where 
ships may anchor safely. 

an-chovy /'entJovi/ п [С] (pl -ies) small fish 
of the herring family. 

ancient /'einfont/ adj 1 belonging to times 
long past: ~ Rome and Greece. 2 (often 
humorous) very old: an ~-looking hat. 
ancient ‘history, up to AD 476 when the 
Western Roman Enppire was destroyed. 

an-cil-lary /zn'silori US: ‘ensaleri/ adj 1 
helping, providing a service to those*carrying 
on the main business. 2 secondary: ~ roads/ 
under takings| industries. 

and /ond strong form: end/ conj 1 (connecting 
words, clauses, sentences): a table ~ four 
chairs; learning to read ~ write. (Note: when 
two nouns stand for things or persons closely 
connected, a or the is not repeated before the 
second noun: a knife and fork.) 2 (replacing an 
if-clause): Work hard ~ you will pass (= If 
you work hard, you will pass) the examination. 
3 (showing repetition or continuation): for 
hours ~ hours; better ~ better. 4 (informal) to: 
Try ~ come early. 

an-ec-dote /'znikdout/ n [С] short, usually 
amusing, story about a real person or event. 

anemia, anemic > anaemia, anaemic. 

anem-one /s'nemon:/ м [С] 1 small star- 
shaped woodland flower; cultivated varieties 
of this flower. 2 = sea anemone. 

an-es-thesia > anaesthesia. 

anew /s'nju: 05: a'nu:/ adv again; in a new ог 
different way: Le?’s start ~. 

angel /'eind3ol/ n 1 (esp in Christian belief) 
messenger from God (usually shown in pic- 
tures as а'Питап being in white with wings). 2 
lovely or innocent person. 3 (as a compliment 
to a kind, thoughtful, etc person): Thanks, 
youwrean~! 

an-gelic /en'dzelik/ adj of or like an angel. 
an-geli-cally /-kli/ adv 

an-gelus /'endzilos/ п (also A~) (bell rung 
in RC churches at morning, noon and sunset 
to call people to recite a) prayer to the Virgin 
Mary. 

anger /'znga(r)/ п [U] the strong feeling that 
comes when one has been wronged or insult- 
ed, or when one sees cruelty or injustice; the 
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feeling that makes people want to quarrel or 
fight: filled with ~ ; done ina moment ор. а vt 
make (a person) angry: He is easily ~ed. 

ang/e' /'zngl/ п1 space between two lines or 
surfaces that meet: an acute/obtuse ~. 2 (fig) 
point of view: What ~ are you using in the 
story?o vt make an angle of; bend. 

angle? /'2ngl/ vii fish with a hook and Бай. 2 
(fig) use tricks, hints, etc in order to get some- 
thing: angling for an invitation to the party. 

angler /'englo(r)/ я [К] person who fishes 
with a rod and line. 

Ang-li-can /'englikon/ п (С], adj (member) 
of the Church of England. 

ang-li-cize (also -ise) eenglisaiz/ vt make 
English or like English: ~ a French word. 

Anglo- /,englou/ prefix English: ~-French 
relations, between Britain and France. 
Anglo-'Saxon n [С], adj (person) of English 
descent; race of people who settled in England 
before the Norman Conquest; their language 
{also called Old English). 

Angio-mania /,29glou'meinia/ п [О] exces- 
sive love of and admiration for English cus- 
toms, etc. 

Angilo-phile /'zngloufal/ adj, п [С] (person) 
loving England or English things to excess. 

Anglo-phobe /'zjgloufeub/ adj, п [С] (per- 
son) hating England or English things to ex- 
cess. 

Anglo-pho-bia /,englou'faubio/ n [Ч] ex- 
cessive hatred of England and of English 
things. 

angry /'engri/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 filled with, 
showing anger: He was ~ at being kept wait- 
ing. 2 (of a cut, sore, wound) red; inflamed. 3 
(of the sea, sky, clouds) stormy; threatening. 
angri-ly adv 

an-guish /'engwif/ n [Ч] severe mental suf- 
fering: She was in ~ until she knew that her 
husband had survived the heart operation. 
an-guished adj expressing suffering: ~ed 
looks. 

angu-lar /'engjulo(r)/ adj 1 having angles or 
sharp corners. 2 (of persons) thin and bony. 3 
(of a person’s nature, etc) rather stiff and awk- 
ward. 

ani-mai /'enim!/ я [С] 1 living thing that can 
feei and move about: Men, horses, birds, flies, 
fish, snakes are ail ~s. 2 four-footed animal 
such as a dog or horse. 3 any animai other 
than man. 4 (used as an adjective) physical, 
not spiritual; of animals(1). 
the ‘animal kingdom, all animal life. O 
kingdom(3). 

ani-matea! /'enmmot/ adj living; lively. 

ani-mate /'znimeit/ vt give life to; make live- 
ly: There was ап ~d{ = lively) discussion. 
animated car'toon, cinema film made by 
photographing a series of drawings so that 
animals, etc appear to move. 

ani-ma-tion /,eni'meifn/ и [U] 1 liveliness; 
spirit.2 process of making animated cartoons. 

ani-mos-ity /,2n1'mpsat1/ и (p/ -ies) (formal) 
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1 (U] strong hatred, active hostility. 2 [С] in- 
stance of this. 

an-ise /'zn1s/ и [С] plant with sweet-smeliing 
seeds. 

ani-seed /‘znisi:d/ я [0] seed of anise, used 
for flavouring. 

ankle /'znki/ п [С] joint connecting the foot 
with the leg; thin part of the leg between this 
joint and the calf. 
lankle sock, shori sock'(1). 

an-nals /'znalz/ п р/1 story of events year by 
year. 2 record of new knowledge or dis- 
coveries written year by year. 3 yearly record 
of the work of a learned society. 

ап.пех', an-nexe /'eneks/ я [С] smaller 
building added to, or situated near, a larger 
one: ahotel~. 

an-nex? /a'neks/ vt 1 take possession (often 
by force) of (territory, etc). 2 add or join 
(something) (as a secondary part). 

an-ni-hi-late /o'naroleit/ vt destroy com- 
pletely; end the existence of (eg an army, a 
fleet): The invasion force was ~d. 

an-ni-hi-la-tion /a,naro'leif{n/ и [0] com- 
plete destruction (of military or naval forces, 
etc). 

an-ni-ver-sary /,eni'v3:sari/ п [С] (р/ -ies) 
yearly return of the date of an event; celebra- 
tion of this: my 'wedding ~; the ~ of Shake- 
speare’s birth. 

an-no Domini /жпэб 'dominai/- (Latin, 
shortened to AD /,e1 'di:/) in the year of our 
Lord: in AD 250, 250 years after the birth of 
Jesus. & ВС. (Note: AD is never used except 
when contrasting the year with the time before 
the birth of Jesus and for the years up to 1000.) 

an-no-tate /'xnoteit/ vt add notes (to a 
book, etc) explaining difficulties, giving opin- 
ions, etc: an ~d text] version. 

an-no-ta-tion /,zena'teifn/ и [0] annotating; 
[С] note or comment. 

an-nounce /o'nauns/ vt 1 make known to 
the public: Mr Green ~d (to his friends) his en- 
gagement to Miss White. 2 make known the 
arrival of: The secretary ~d Mr and Mrs 
Brown, spoke their names as they entered. 3 
say that somebody is about to speak, sing, etc. 
an-nounce-ment, something said, written 
or printed tio make known what has happened 
or (more often) what will happen: An ~ment 
will be made next week. 
an-nouncer, (esp) person who announces 
speakers, singers, etc on the radio or TV. 

an-noy /o'noi/ vf irritate; make angry: Do stop 
~ing me! 
an-noy-ing adj irritating: The ~ing thing is 
that... 

an-noy-ance /a'no1ons/ и 1 [9] anger; being 
annoyed: with a look of ~; much to our ~. 2 
[С] something that annoys. 

an-nual /'enjual/ adj 1 coming or happening 
every year. 2 lasting for only one year or 
season. 3 of one year: his ~ income. an{C]1 
book, eic that appears under the same title but 


annuity /anther | 24 


with new contents every year. 2 plant that 
lives for one year о! less. 
an-nual.-ly adv 

an-nu-ity /o'!nju:oti US: -'nu:-/ и [С] (pl -ies) 
fixed sum of money paid yearly as income dur- 
ing a person’s lifetime; form of insurance to 
provide such a regular, annual income. 

an-nul /a'nal/ vz (-II-) 1 put an end to, eg an 
agreement, a law, etc. 2 declare (that some- 
thing, eg a marriage, is) invalid. 
an-nul-ment7[C,U] 

an-ode /'znoud/ n [С] (electricity) 1 positive- 
ly charged electrode (from which current en- 
ters). г> cathode. 2 negative terminal of а 
battery. 

anoint /a'noint/ vt apply oil or ointment to 
(as a religious ceremony): ~ him with oil. 
an-noint-ment7([C,U] 

anom-.al-ous /a'nvmoles/ adj different in 
some way from what is normal. 
anomalous verb, verb that forms a ques- 
tion and negative without the verb do, eg must, 
ought. 
anom.al-ous.-ly adv 

anomaly /s'npmoli/ и [С] (p/ -ies) person, 
thing, etc different from the usual type: A bird 
that cannot fly isan~. 

anon’ /a'npn/ adv (old use) soon. 

anon? /этоп/ (in footnotes, etc) short for by 
an anonymous author. 

anon-ym.- ity /,z2no'nimoti/ п [U] state of be- 
ing anonymous. 

anony-mous /a'npnimas/ adj without a 
name, or with a name that is not made known: 
an~ gift. 
anony-mous-ly adv 

anoph-eles /2'npfali:z/ п [С] (kinds of) mos- 
quito, esp the kinds that spread malaria. 

an-or-ak /'enorek/ и [С] jacket with a hood 
attached, worn as protection against rain, 
wind and cold. 

an-other /s'nado(r)/ adj, pron (pl = some 
any others or some/any more) 1 an additional 
(one): Would you like ~ cup of coffee/-~ (one)? 
2 a similar (one): He thinks he’s ~ Napoleon, a 
man like Napoleon. 3 a different (one): We 
can do that ~ time. > one'(3). 

answer’ /'amso(r) US: 'en-/ п [С] 1 some- 
thing done in return; reply: Have you hadan~ 
to your letter? in answer to, as a reply to: in 
~ to your letter. 2 solution; result of working 
with numbers, etc: The ~ to3 x 171551. 

answer? /la:nsa(r) US: 'en-/ ур, 1 say, write 
or do in return or reply: Have you ~ed his let- 
ter?. No one ~ed. answer the doer, open 
the door when somebody has knocked or rung 
the bell. answer the (telejphore, pick up 
the receiver when it has rung. 2 be suitable or 
satisfactory for: Will this ~ your purpose? 3 
(uses with prepositions and particles): 
answer ‘back, be impolite, esp when told 
one has done wrong. 
answer for, (a) be responsible for: / can’ t~ 
for his honesty. (b) be punished for: /f the 


police catch you, уои’И have alot to~ for. 

answer.-able /'a:nsrabl US: 'en-/ adj 1 that 
can be answered. 2 responsible: A mental pa- 
tient is not ~ for his actions. 

ant /ent/ и [С] small insect, а to be very 
active, that lives in highly organized societies. 
> white ant. 

'ant-eater, name of various animals that live 
on ants. 

lane-hill, pile of earth, etc over an under- 
ground nest of ants; cone-shaped nest of white 
ants. 

-ant (also -ent) /-ant/ suffix 1 (verb + ~ = 
adjective): significant; different. 2 (verb + ~ 
= noun): assistant; confident. 

an-tag-on-ism /zn'tegenizom/ и [СО] (in- 
stance of) fighting against or opposing: the ~ 
between the two men; feel a strong ~ for| 
toward a person. 

an-tag-on-ist /en'tegenist/ и [С] opponent 
(the usual word). 

an-tag-on-is-tic /en,tega'nistik/ adj 1 op- 
posed. 2 (of forces) acting against each other. 
an-tag-on-is-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

an-tag-on-ize (also -ise) /,en'tegenaiz/ vi 
make an enemy of; irritate a person until he 
attacks: ] advise you not to~ him. 

ant-arc-tic /,en'ta:ktkk/ adj of the south 
polar regions. 
an,tarctic 'circle, the line of latitude 663°S. 

ante- /enti/ prefix before, previous to: ,ante- 
‘natal. 

ante-ced-ence /,znti'si:dans/ n [U] (formal) 
priority. 

ante-ced-ent /,enti'si:dont/ adj previous 
(to). o n 1 [C] preceding event or circum- 
stance. 2 (p/) ancestors; past history of a per- 
son or persons. 3 [С] (gram) noun, clause or 
sentence, to which a following pronoun or ad- 
verb refers. 

ante-date /,enti'deit/ vt 1 put a date on, ера 
letter, document, etc, earlier than the true one; 
give an earlier date than the true one to (an 
event). 2 come before in time: This event ~s 
the arrival of Columbus by several centuries. 

ante-di-iuvian /,entid:'lu:vien/ adj (fig) 
very old-fashioned; out of date. 

ante-lope /'entiloup/ п [С] deer-like, fast- 
running animal with thin legs. 

ante merid-iem /,z2nt: ma'ridiom/ (Latin) 
(shortened to am /,e1 'em/) time between mid- 
night and noon: 7.30am. 

ante-nataili |,enti'neitl/ adj existing or оссиг- 
ring before birth: ~ clinics, for pregnant 
women. 

an-tenna /en'tena/ и [С] (pl ~e |-ni:/) long, 
narrow organ found in pairs on the head of in- 
sects, shell-fish, etc, used for feeling, etc. 

an-ter-ior /en'tioria(r)/ adj coming before (in 
time or position). 

an-them /'enGom/ и [С] musical composi- 
tion to be sung in churches.  nationai an- 
them. 

an-ther /'«n@o(r)/ я [С] part of a male flower 
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containing pollen. 

an-thol-ogy /,2n'@plod31/ я [С] (pl -ies) col- 
lection of poems or pieces of prose, or of both, 
by different writers, or a selection from ihe 
work of one writer. 

an-thro-poid /'en6rapoid/ adj like man. on 
[С] animal like man, eg a gorilla. 

an-thro-po-logi-cal |,enOrapa'lod3ikl/ adj 
of anthropology. 

an-thro-pol-ogist /,enra'pplodzist/ и ex- 
pert in, student of, anthropology. 

an-thro-pol-ogy /,en@ra'ppled3:/ и [U] 
science of man, esp of the beginnings, 
development, customs and beliefs of man- 
kind. 

anti- /,enti US: ,entai/ prefix 1 opposed to, 
against: ,anti'social; ,anti'septic. 2 instead of: 
lanti-hero. 

anti-air-craft /,ent: 'еэКга:й (5: -kreft/ 
adj used against enemy aircraft: ~ guns. 

anti-biotic /,entibai'ptik/ п [С], adj (sub- 
stance produced by moulds and bacteria, eg 
pencillin) capable of destroying or preventing 
the growth of bacteria. 

anti-body /'entibod:/ n [С] (p/ -ies) (kinds 
of) substance formed in the blood which in- 
hibits or destroys harmful bacteria, etc. 

an-tici-pate /,zn'tisipeit/ vt 1 do, make use 
of, before the right or natural time. 2 do be- 
fore somebody else does it: ~ a scientific dis- 
covery. 3 see what needs doing, what is likely 
to happen, etc and do what is necessary: He 
tries to ~ all my needs, act before I mention 
them. 4 expect: We don’t ~ much trouble. 

an-tici-pa-tion /zn,tisi'peifn/ и [U] action 
of anticipating; something anticipated: 
Thanking you in ~, in advance and expecting 
you to do what [ have asked. 

anti-cli-max /,enti 'klarmezks/ n [С] sudden 
change or fall from something (expected to be) 
important, sensible, enjoyable etc; descent 
that contrasts with a previous rise. 

anti-clock-wise /,enti 'klokwaiz/ adv in 
the direction opposite to the movements of the 
hands of aclock. 

an-tics /'entiks/ n p/ 1 unusual or clever 
movement, step, attitude, intended to amuse, 
eg by a clown at a circus. 2 odd behaviour: 
strange ~ in the bath. 

anti-cyc-lone /,znti'saiklaun/ п [С] area in 
which atmospheric pressure is high compared 
with that of surrounding areas, giving quiet, 
settled weather. > depression(4). 

anti-dote /'entidsut/ n [С] medicine used 
against a poison or to prevent a disease from 
having an effect: an ~ against/for/to snake- 
bite. 

anti-freeze /'entifri:z/ n [U] substance ad- 
ded to another liquid to lower its freezing 
point, eg as used in the radiator of a motor- 
vehicle. 

anti-hero /'enti hiarau/ п [С] (p/ ~es) (in fic- 
tion and drama) leading character not Вау! 


the traditional characteristics of a hero, such ~ 
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as courage and dignity. 

an-tipa-thy /en'tipe6i/ 1 (р/ -ies) 1 [U] 
strong dislike; 2 [C] instance or object of this: 
feell|show a strong ~ to a place/against a per- 
son. 

an-tipo-des /zn'tipodi:z/ п p/ the ~, (two) 
place(s) on the opposite sides of the earth, esp 
the region opposite our own, eg а and 
New Zealand. 

anti-quated /'entikweitid/ adj 1 Е 
out of date. 2 (of persons) having old- 
fashioned ideas and ways. 

an-tique /,en'ti:k/ adj belonging to the dis- 
tant past; existing since old times; in the style 
of past times. ам [С] material, (eg a piece of 
furniture, a work of art) of a past period (in 
GBat least 50 years old, in US 100 years). 

an-tiquity /,en'tikwoti/ л (p/ -ies) 1 [U] old 
times, esp before the Middle Ages: a city of 
great ~, eg Athens. 2 (p/) buildings, ruins, 
works of art, remaining from ancient times: 
Greek and Roman antiquities. 

anti-sep-tic /,enti'septik/ п [<], adj 
(chemical substance) preventing disease, =P 
by destroying germs. 

anti-so-cial /,enti'soufl/ adj 1 о to 
social laws or to organized societies. 2 
(modern informal) likely, tending, to interfere 
with or spoil public amenities: /t is ~ to leave 
litter in public places. 

an-tith-esis /en'tiOasis/ n (р/ -ses /-si:z/) 1 
[9] direct opposite. 2 [U] opposition: the ~ of 
good to evil; [С] instance of this; contrast of 
ideas vividly expressed, as in ‘Give me liberty, 
or give me death’. 

ant-ler /‘entlo(r)/ п [С] branch of a horn (ofa 
stag or other deer). 

an-to-nym /'zntonim/ и [С] word that is con- 
trary in meaning to another: Hot is the ~ of 
cold. > synonym. 

anus /'einas/ и [С] (p/ ~es) (anat) opening at 
the end of the alimentary canal, through 
which solid waste matter passes out. 

an-vill /'envil/ n [С] 1 large, heavy block of 
iron on which heated metal is hammered into 
shape. 2 (anat) bone in the ear. 

anxiety /zn'zaroti/ n (p/ -ies) 1 [U] emotional 
condition in which there is fear and uncer- 
tainty about the future: We waited with ~ for 
news of her safe arrival. 2 [С] instance of sucha 
feeling: АЙ these anxieties made him look pale 
and tired. 3[U] keen desire: ~ to please his em- 
ployers. 

anxious /'enkfas/ adj 1 feeling anxiety; 
troubled: / am very ~ about ту son’s health. 2 
causing anxiety: We have had an ~ time. 3 
anxious’ to/for/about/that, strongly 
wishing: He was ~ to meet you!~ for his 
brother to meet you. We were ~ that help 
should be sent |~ for help to be sent. 
anxious-ly adv 

any’ /‘en:/ adj 1 (showing amount or quantity 
or a number, usually more than two): Have 
you ~ milk? They haven’ t ~ children. Are there 
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~ flowers left? (Note: any is used in questions 
and negatives; хоте is used in statements, etc: 
There are some flowers. There is some milk. 
Any and some are р! forms of a and an. © 
a?(1).) 2 (used with verbs such as prevent and 
after without, hardly, etc): We did it without ~ 
help. Гуе hardly ~ left. > also almost. 3 no 
matter which: Come ~ day you like. 4 (infor- 
mal) a, one: This is useless — it haswt ~ 
handle. 5 in ‘any case, whatever happens; 
even considering the facts: /t’s too late now, in 
~ case. at'any rate, > rate’(2). 

any?® /'eni/ adv at all; to even a little extent: Js 
he feeling ~ better? We can’t go ~ further. 
(Note: any is used in questions, negative sen- 
tences and with comparatives. Compare: We 
can go no further.) 

any? /‘en:/ pron = зоте?. 

any-body /'enibod:/ п, pron 1 a person, but 
not a particular one: /s ~ there? We couldn't 
see ~. (Note: anybody is used in questions and 
negative sentences. Compare: Somebody's 
there. We could see someone in the garden.) 2 
(used in statements, etc) no matter who: A~ 
will tell you where the bus stop is. 3 person of 
importance: You must work harder if you wish 
{0 be ~~. anybody е/5е, © else(1). 

any-how /'enthau/ adv 1 in any possible 
way; by any possible means: The house was 
empty and ~ I couldn’ t get in. 2 = in any case: 
It's too latenow,~. 

any-one /‘eniwan/ п, pron = anybody. 

any-thing /'eni@1n/ 1, pron 1 an event, hap- 
pening, but not a particular one: Has ~ unusu- 
al happened? (Note: anything is used in ques- 
tions, negative sentences, etc. Compare: 
Semething’s happened.) 2 no matter what: / 
want something to eat; ~ will do. He is ~ but 
mad, iar from being mad. 3 (used to intensify a 
meaning): The thief ran like ~ when he saw the 
policeman. (as) easy as anything, (infor- 
mal) very easy. 

any: way /'eniwei/ adj = anyhow. 

any-where /'eniwes(r) US: -hweor/ adv 1 to 
any place: Рт not going ~ without you. Are we 
going ~ (in) particular? (Note: anywhere is 
used in questions, negative sentences, etc. 
Compare: Let’s go somewhere different to- 
morrow.) 2 a place, but not a particular one: 
That leaves me without ~ to keep ail my books. 
3 по matter where: Put the box down ~. We'll 
gow youlike. 

aorta /ei'o:ta/ n [С] (р/ ~s) chief blood-vessel 
through which blood is carried from the left 
side of the heart. 

apart /э'ра:{/ adv 1 distant: The two houses 
are 500 metres ~. They are still miles ~, show 
no signs of agreeing. 2 to or on one side (the 
usual words): He took me ~ in order to speak 
to me alone. joking apart, speaking serious- 
ly. 3 separate(ly): He was standing with his feet 
wide ~. apart from, independently of; leav- 
ing on one side: ~ from these reasons. tell/ 
know two things or persons apart. dis- 
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tinguish one from the other. > або 
come(13), pull?(6), take’(16). 

apart-heid /o'pa:theit/ 1 [О] (S Africa) (pol- 
icy of) brutal racial discrimination and segre- 
gation aimed at the native African peoples. 

apart-ment /s'pa:tmant/ 11 [С] single room 
in a house. 2 (p/) set of rooms as a residence, 
furnished or unfurnished. 

apa-thetic /,epo'8etik/ adj showing or hav- 
ing apathy. 
apa-theti-cally /-КН/ аду 

ара (Пу /=рэб!/ п [0] absence of sympathy 
or interest. 

ape /егр/ п [С] 1 tailless monkey (gorilla, chim- 
panzee, orang-outan, gibbon). 2 person who 
copies the behaviour of others. 3 (informal) 
clumsy, ill-bred person. 0 vi copy (a person’s 
behaviour, etc). 

aperi-tif /a'peratif US: a,pera'ti:f/ п [С] alco- 
holic drink, (eg sherry) taken before a meal. 

ap-er-ture /'zpatfua(r)/ п [С] opening, esp 
one that admits light, eg to a camera lens. 

apex /ереК$/ п [С] (p/ ~es or apices 
/‘exrpisi:z/) top or highest point: the ~ of a 
triangle|/his career|fortunes. 

aph-ro-dis-iac /,efra'diziek/ п, adj [СО] 
(substance, drug) exciting sexual desire and 
activity. 

apiece /s'pi:s/ adv to, for ог by, each one of a 
group: They cost a penny ~, each. 

apish /'eipif/ adj of or like an ape; copying a 
person’s behaviour, etc. 

aplomb /2'plom/ и [U] self-confidence (in 
speech or behaviour): He answered with per- 
fect~. 

apoc-ry-phai /s'pokrifl/ adj of doubtful 
authority or authorship. 

apolo-getic /a,pple'dzetik/ adj making ап 
apology; excusing a fault or failure: He was ~ 
for arriving late. 
apolo-geti-cally /-kli/ adv 

apolo-gize (also -ise) /3'pplod3zaiz/ vi make 
an apology; say one is sorry: You must ~ to 
your sister for being so rude. 

apol-ogy /э'ро1э451/ п [С] (р/ -ies) statement 
of being sorry (for doing wrong, hurting a per- 
son’s feelings): make one’s apologies (to a 
friend), eg for being late, for not being able to 
come. an apology for, a poor example of. 

apo-plec-tic /,epo'plektik/ adj 1 causing, 
having, apoplexy. 2 (informal) red in the face; 
easily made angry. 

apo-plexy /'zpopleksi/ и [0] loss of power to 
feel, act, think, caused by brain damage. 

apostle /2'ppsl/ [C]1 one of the twelve men 
chosen by Jesus to spread His teaching, also St 
Barnabas and St Paul. 2 leader or teacher of a 
new faith or movement. 

apos-tolic /,zpa'stolik/ adj 1 of the twelve 
apostles(1) or the times when they lived. 2 of 
the Pope. 

apos-trophe /э'розиэй/ п [С] the sign ` 
used to show omission of letter(s) ог num- 
ber(s), (as in can’t, Гт, ’05, for cannot, Гат, 
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1905), for the possessive (as in boy’s, boys’), 
and for the plurals of leiters (as in There are 
(мо Г; in‘ Bell). 

apoth-ecary /э'ро@!Кэм US: -keri/ и [С] (pl 
-ies) (old use) person who prepares and seils 
medicines and medical goods. 

ap-pal (US also ap-pall) /a'po:l/ иг (-И-) fill 
with fear or dismay; shock deeply: They were 
~led ai the news. 
apo-pai-ling adj: ~ling news. 

ap-par-atus /,xps'reites US. -‘retas/ и [С] 
(pl ~es) set of tools, instruments or ma- 
chinery put together for a purpose. 

ap-parel /a'pzral/ п [0] (old use ог literary) 
dress; clothing. 

ар par-ent /a'pzront/ adj 1 clearly seen or 
understood: /t was ~ to all of us... 2 appearing 
but not necessarily true or genuine: the ~ 
cause but not the real one. 
ap-par-ent-ly adv 

ap-par-ition /,epa'rifn/ п [С] the coming in- 
to view, esp of a ghost or the spirit of a dead 
person. 

ap-peali /s'pi:!/ vi 1 make an earnest request: 
The prisoner ~ed to the judge for mercy. 2 
(legal) take a question (to a higher court, etc) 
for rehearing and a new decision. 3 (sport) go 
(to a person) for a new decision: ~ against the 
referee's decision. 4 attract; move the feelings 
of: Do these paintings ~ to you? a n 1 [С] 
earnest call for: make an ~ for help. 2 [С] act 
of appealing(2,3): an ~ to a higher court/to 
the referee. 3 [U] (power of) attraction: That 
music hasn't much ~ for melhas lost its ~. 4 
[U] asking for help or sympathy: with a look of 
~ on her face. : 

ap-peal-ing /a'pi:lin/ adj 1 moving; touching 
the feelings or sympathy: ап ~ look. 2 attrac- 
tive:an~ smile. 
ap-peal-ing- ly adv 

ap-pear /oa'pio(r)/ vi 1 come into view, be- 
come visible: When we reached the top of ihe 
hill, the town ~ed below us. 2 arrive: He pro- 
mised to come at 4 but didn’t ~ until 6.3 (a) (of 
an actor, singer, lecturer, etc) come before the 
public: He has ~ed in every large concert hall 
in Europe. (b) (of a book) be published: When 
will your new novel ~? (c) (legal) present 
oneself: The defendant failed to ~ before the 
court. & give the impression of being (but not 
necessarily a true or genuine one): Why does 
she ~ so sad? 

ap-pear-ance /s'pisrans/ п [С] 1 act of ap- 
pearing: make one’s first ~, (of an actor, sing- 
er, etc) appear in public for the first time. put 
т an appearance, aitend for a short time (а 
party, meeting, etc). 2 that which shows ox can 
be seen; what a thing or person appears to be: 
The child had the ~~ of being (= looked as if it 
were) half starved. 3 style of dressing: have an 
untidy ~. 

ap-pease /э'ри:2/ vt make quiet, less angry or 
calm. 
ар-реазе-тепу и [0] 
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ap-pend /s'penud/ vt (formal) add in writing 
or in print; add something at the end: ~ a sig- 
nature to a document. 

ар-реп@.аде /o'pendid3/ п [С] something 
added to, fastened to or forming a natural 
part of, a larger thing. 

ap-pen-di-ci-tis /9,pendi'saitis/ п [0] dis- 
eased condition of the appendix’. 

ap-pen-dix' /s'pendiks/ и [С] (р! -dices 
/-disi:z/) something added, esp at the end of a 
book. 

ap-pen-dix? /a'pendiks/ п [C] (pl ~es or 
-dices /-disi:z/) small out-growth on a bodily 
organ, esp the large intestine. 

ap-per-tain /,zpo'tein/ vi (formal) belong to 
as aright: the duties ~ing to his office. 

ap-pe-tite /'zpitait/ 1 1 [C,U] physical desire 
esp for food: The long walk gave шт а good~. 
2 (fig) desire: He had no ~ for the fight. 

ap-pe-tizer /'zpitaiza(r)/ п [К] something 
done (eg a walk) or served (eg a short alcohol- 
ic drink) in order to encourage the appe- 
tite(1). 
ap-pe-tiz-ing adj exciting the appetite: an ap- 
petizing smell from the kitchen. 

ap-plaud /s'plo:d/ vi,vt 1 show approval (of) 
by clapping the hands: The audience ~ed (the 
singer) for five minutes. He was loudly ~ed. 2 
express approval of; agree with: / ~~ your deci- 
sion. 

ap-plause /s'plo:z/ п [0] loud approval; 
hand-clapping. 

apple /‘zp!/ п [С] (tree with a) round fruit 
with firm juicy flesh and a thin skin. the 
apple of one’s eye. thing or person dearly 
loved. & Adam's apple. 

ap-pli-ance /s'plaions/ л [С] instrument or 
apparatus: an ~ (= tool) for opening tin cans, 
household ~s, eg a washing-machine. 

ap-pli-cable /'zplikabi/ adj that can be ap- 
plied; that is suitable and proper: [5 the rule ~ 
to this case? 

ap-pli-cant /'epiikont/ л [С] person who ap- 
plies (esp forajob). © 

ap-p-li-ca-tion /,eplr'keifn/ 21 [0] making 
of a request: A sample will be sent on ~.{C] re- 
quest (esp in writing). make an applica- 
tion, apply: We made ап ~ to the manager for 
an interview. 2 [U] putting one thing on to an- 
other: He suggests an ~ of this cream to small 
cuts only. [С] substance used: This ~ is for 
burns and cuts. 3 [U] putting to a special or 
practical use: the ~ of a new technical process 
to industry. 4 [0] (formal) effort: If you show ~ 
in your studies (= If you work hard) you will 
succeed. 
‚арр!са оп form, one to be filled in when 
asking for a job, membership, etc. 

ap-plied /s'plaid/ ad put to practical use: ~ 
mathematics. 
applied science, scientific study put to 
practical use, eg engineering. 

ap-ply /o'plai/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) 1 ask Гог: ~ to 
the Consul for a visa. 2 lay one thing on or in 
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another: ~ a plaster te a cut. 3 put into opera- 
tion: We intend to ~ economic sanctions. 4 
(cause to) have a bearing (on); concern: What 
I have said does not ~ to you. 5 apply 
oneself/one’s mind/one’s energies 
(to sth/to doing sth), give all one’s 
thought, energy or attention to: ~ your mind 
to your work. 6 make practical use of 
(research, a discovery). 

ap-point /a'pomnt/ у! 1 fix or decide: The time 
~ed for the meeting was 8.30pm. 2 choose for 
a post; set up by choosing members: They ~ed 
Mr White (to be) manager. We must ~ a com- 
mittee. 

ap-poin-tee /s,pont'i:/ и [С] person ар- 
pointed to an office or position. 

ap-point-ment /s'pomtmont/ п 1 [U] act of 
appointing: meet by ~, after fixing a time and 
place. 2 [С] arrangement to meet: таке! fix an 
~,; keep/break an ~. 3 [С] position or office: 
He got the ~ as manager. 

ap-por-tion /э'ро:[п/ vt divide; distribute 
(the usual words): This sum of money is to be 
~ed among the six boys. 

ap-po-site /'zpozit/ adj very apt for a pur- 
pose or occasion: ап ~ remark. 

ap-praisali /2'preizl/ и [СО] opinion, judge- 
ment of how good, valuable, etc somebody or 
something is. 

ap-praise /o'preiz/ vt (formal) fix a price for: 
~ property (ata certain sum) for taxation. 

ap-preci-able /s'pri:fabl/ adj that can be 
seen or felt: an ~~ change in the temperature. 
ap-preci-ably /-abli/ adv 

ap-preci-ate /s'pri:fieit/ vt,vi 1 judge rightly 
the value of; understand and enjoy: We all~ a 
holiday after a year of hard work, 2 put a high 
value on: We greatly ~ all your help. 3 (of 
land, goods, etc) increase in value: The land 
has ~d greatly since the new motorway was 
built. 

ap-preci-ation /apri:fiefn/ n 1 [СУ] 
(statement giving) judgement, valuation: She 
showed little er по ~ of good music. 2 (U] un- 
derstanding and recognition: in sincere ~ of 
your valuable help. 3 (U] rise in value, eg of 
land, business shares. 

ap-preci-ative /o'pri:fotiv/ adj feeling or 
showing appreciation(2): ап ~ audience. 

ap-pre-nend |,zepri'hend/ vi (/ega/) arrest: ~ 
a thief. 

ap-pre-hen-sion /,eprithen{n/ 7 1 [U] un- 
derstanding: guick/slow of ~. 2 [U] (also pl) 
fear; unhappy feeling about the future: feel ~ 
for her safety. 3 |C,U] (legal) arresting: the ~ 
of a thie]. 

ap-pre-hen-sive /,epri'hensiv/ adj wor- 
ried: ~ for his safety. 

ap-pren-tice /o'prentis/ п [С] learner of a 
trade who has agreed to work for a number of 
years in return for being taught. о vf put in the 
care of an apprentice: The boy was ~d to а саг- 
penter. 
ap-pren-tice-ship /-fip/, (time of) being an 
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apprentice. 

ap-proach /s'proot{/ vi,vi 1 come near(er) 
(10): As winier ~ed the weainer became celder. 
2 (fig) be (nearly) as good as: Few writers can 


° even ~ Shakespeare in greatness. 3 go to (a 


person) with a request or offer: When is the 
best time to ~ him aboui an increase in salary? 
on 1 [U] act of approaching: The enemy ran 
away at our ~. 2 [С] way, path, road: All the 
~es to the Palace were guarded Бу soldiers. 
ap-proach-able /-э/ adj (of a person ог 
place) that can be approached; accessibie. 
ap-pro-pri-ate’ /э>'ргэорпэ adj 1 suited 
to: That dress is not ~ for a formal wedding. 2 
in keeping with: Write in a style ~ to your sub- 
ject. 
ap-pro-pri-ate-ly adv 
ap-pro-pri-ate? /э'ргоорпец/ у! 1 put on 
one side for a special purpose: £20000 has been 
~d for the new building. 2 take and use as one’s 
own: He often ~s my ideas. 
ap-pro-pri-ation /a,prouprieifn/ я 1 [U] 
appropriating or being appropriated; [С] in- 


_ stance of this. 2 [С] thing, esp a sum of money, 


that is appropriated: make an ~ for payment 
of debts. 

ap-pro-val /o'pru:vl/ п [U] feeling, showing 
or saying, that one is satisfied, that something 
is right, that one agrees: Your plans have my ~. 
Does what I have done meet with your ~? 

ap-prove /a'pru:v/ vi,vi1 give one’s approval 
of: Her father will never ~ of her marriage to 
you. 2 agree to: The minutes (of the meeting) 
were read and ~d. 3 confirm: Our expenses 
have been ~d. 
ap-prov-ing-ly adv 

ap-proxi-mate' /s'proksimoat/ adj very near 
(to); about right: The ~ speed was 30 miles an 
hour. 
ap-proxi-mate-ly аду 

ap-proxi-mate? /s'proksimeit/ vi,vi come 
near to (esp in quality or number): His descrip- 
tion of the event ~d to the truth but there were a 
few errors. 

ap-proxi-ma-tion /s,proks:'meifn/ и [С] al- 
most correct amount or estimate; [U] being or 
getting near (in number or quality). 

аргё$-$КЕ /жрге 'ski:/ adj of the evening 
period after skiing: ~ clothes. 

apri-cot /‘eiprikot/ п 1 [С] (tree with) round, 
orange-yellow or orange-red fruit with soft 
flesh and a hard stone-like seed. 2 [U] colour 
of this fruit when ripe. 

April /'erpral/ fourth month of the year, with 
30 days. 
April 'focl, person who has a practical joke 
played on him on АП 'Роо15` Day (1 April). 

apron /'eipran/ и [С] loose covering worn 
round the front part of the body to keep 
clothes clean; any similar covering. 
lapron stage, (in some theatres) part of the 
front of a stage extending into the audience. 

apse /eps/ п [С] semi-circular or many-sided 
recess, with an arched or domed roof, esp at 
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the east end of achurch. 

apt /xpt/ adj (-er, -est) 1 intelligent: ~ at 
learning a new subject. 2 well suited: an ~ re- 
mark. 3 having a tendency, likely (to do some- 
thing): He’s a clever boy but ~ to get into 
mischief. 
apt-ly adv suitably: ~/y named. 
apt-ness n[U] 

ap-ti-tude /'zptitju:d US: -tu:d/ п [C,U] 
natural or acquired ability: He shows an ~ for 
languages. 

aqua-iung /'ekwolan/ п [С] (P) breathing 
unit (mask, cylinder(s)) used for underwater 
swimming or diving. 

aqua-mar-ine /,ekwomo'ri:n/ п 
bluish-green (jewel). 

aquar-ium /a'kwesriam/ и [С] (р/ ~s or -ria 
[-г1э/) (building with an) artificial pond or 
tank for keeping and showing living fish and 
water plants. 

Aquar-ius /a'kwearias/ и the Water Carrier, 
the eleventh sign of the zodiac. 

aquatic /a'kwetik/ adj 1 (of plants, animals, 
etc) growing or living in or near water. 2 (of 
sports) taking place on or in water, eg rowing, 
swimming. 

—aque-duct /'ekwidakt/ п [С] artificial chan- 
nel for supplying water, esp one built of stone 
or brick and higher than the surrounding 
land. 

Ara-bic /'zrobik/ adj of the Arabs. ап [U] 
language of the Arabs. 

_ Arabic numeral, the sign 0, 1, 2, 3, etc. 

ar-able /'zrabl/ adj (of land) suitable for 
ploughing; usually ploughed. 

ar-bit- ‘rary /‘a:bitrari US: -trer1/ adj 1 based 
on opinion, accident or sudden decision only, 
not on reason: an ~ choice. 2 using unlimited 
power: ап ~ decision against the workers. 

ar-bi-trate /'a:bitreit/ vt,vi decide by arbitra- 
tion: Mr Smith has been asked to ~ between 
the employers and their workers. 

ar-bi-tra-tion /,a:bi'treifn/ п [U] settlement 
of a dispute by the decision of a person or per- 
sons chosen and accepted as judges or um- 
pires: Tne Union agreed to (go to) ~, ie fora 
settlement of their claims. 

ar-bi-tra-tor /'a:bitreito(r)/ n [С] person ap- 
pointed by two parties to settle a dispute. 

ar-bour (US = ar-bor) /'a:bo(r)/ п [С] shady 
place among trees. 

arc /а:К/ п [С] part of the circumference of a 
circle or other curved line. 

ar-cade /a:'keid/ п {С] covered passage, usu- 
aily with an arched roof, eg a passage with 
shops or market stalls along one or both sides; 
covered market. 

arch /a:tf/ я [С] 4 curved structure supporting 
the weight of what is above it, as in bridges, 
gateways, etc. 2 (also 'arch-way) passage- 
way under an arch, built as an ornament or 
gateway: а triumphal ~. 3 any curve in the 
shape of an arch, eg the curved part under the 
foot. а vt,vi 1 form into an arch: The cat ~ed 


[C,U] 
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its back when it saw the dog. 2 be like an arch: 
The trees ~ over the river. 

arch- /a:tf/ prefix 1 chief, first, head: arch- 
bishop. 2 notable; extreme: my ~-enemy. 

ar-chae-ologji-cal (aiso and US ar-che- 
ol-) /,a:k10'lod3ik1/ adj of archaelogy. 

ar-chae-ol-ogist (also and US ar-che-ol-) 
|,a:ki'plodzist/ и [С] expert in, student of, 
archaelogy. 

ar-chae-ol-ogy (also and US ar-che-ol-) 
/,a:ki'pled31/ п [О] study of ancient things, esp 
remains of prehistoric times. 

ar-chaic /,a:'keuk/ adj 1 (of languages, 
words) not now used. 2 of ancient times. 

ar-chaism /'a:keuzom/ и [С] archaic word or 
expression; [U] use or imitation of what is 
archaic. 

arch-angel /,a:k'eind3oal/ п [С] angel of the 
highest rank. 

arch-bishop /,a:t['bifap/[C] chief bishop. 
arch-bishop-ric, position, rank or district 
of an archbishop. 

arch-deacon /,a:tf!di:kon/ n [К] (C of В 
priest next below a bishop, in charge of rural 
deans. 
;arch-'deaconry, position, rank, residence, 
of an archdeacon. 

archer /'a:tfa(r)/ п [С] person who shoots 
with a bow and arrows. 

arch-ery /'a:tfari/ п [U] (sport of) shooting 
with a bow and arrows. 

arche-type /'a:kitarp/ п [С] perfect example. 

archi-pel-ago /,a:ki'pelogou/ п [С] (p/ ~s or 
~es ) (sea with a) group of many islands. 

archi-tect /'a:kitekt/ п [С] person who de- 
signs (and supervises the construction of) 
buildings, etc. 

archi-tec-tural = /,a:ki'tektforal/ adj of 
architecture: the ~ beauties of a city. 

archi-tec-ture /'a:kitektfa(r)/ п [О] art and 
science of building; style of buiiding(s). 

archives /'a:karvz/ п р/ (place for keeping) 
public or government records; other historical 
records. 

archi-vist /'a:kivist/ и [С] person in charge 
of archives. 

arch-way /'a:tfwei/n © arch(2). 

are-tic /'a:ktik/ adj of the north polar regions: 
the A~ Ocean; ~ weather, (fig) very cold 
weather. 

ar-dent /'a:dont/ adj very enthusiastic: ~ sup- 
porters of the new movement. 
ar-dent-ly adv 

ardour (US = ar-dor) /'a:da(r)/ п [СУ] 
enthusiasm (the more usua! word). 

ar-deu-ous /la:djoas US: -d3u-/ adj needing 
and using up much energy. 
аг-ан.ои$-гу adv 

are /a(r) strong form: а:(г)/ > Бе". 

агеа /'eoria/ и [С] 1 surface measure: Jf a room 
measures 3 x 5 metres, its ~ is 15 square 
metres|it 15 15 square metres in ~. 2 region of 
the earth’s surface: desert ~s of North Africa. 
3 (fig) scope or range of activity: The ~s of dis- 
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agreement were clearly indicated at the Board 
Meeting. 

arena /o'ri:na/ п [С] (pi ~s) 1 central part, for 
games and fights, of a Roman amphitheatre. 2 
(fig) any scene of competition or struggle: the 
political~. 

aren't /a:nt/ =. аге not. 

ar-gu-able /'a:gjuabl/ adj that can be sup- 
ported by facts; that can be disagreed with. 
ar-gu-ably /-abli/ adv 

ar-gue /'a:gju:/ vi,vt 1 express disagreement; 
quarrel: arguing over/about the decision. Don’t 
~ with me; my decision is final. 2 argue 
(for/against/that...), give reasons (in sup- 
port of, for, against, esp with the aim of per- 
suading a person): You can ~ either way, for 
or against. He was arguing that poverty may be 
a blessing. 3 debate: The lawyers ~d the case 
for hours. 

ar-gu-ment /'a:gjumont/ 2 1 [C] (serious) 
disagreement; quarrel: endless ~s about 
money, ап ~ with the referee. 2 [С] discus- 
sion giving reasons for agreeing or dis- 
agreeing: /t is beyond ~ that... 

ar-gu-men-ta-tive /,a:gju'mentotiv/ adj 
fond of arguing(1). 

aria /‘a:ria/ м [С] (pi ~s) melody for a single 
voice in an opera, etc. 

-arian /-corion/ suffix practiser of: vegetarian. 

arid /'zrid/ adj 1(of soil, land) dry, barren. 2 
(of climate, regions) having not enough rain- 
fall to support plants, etc. 

Aries /'eori:z/ п the Ram, the first sign of the 
zodiac. 

arise /9'raiz/ vi (pt arose /a'rauz/, pp arisen 
Ja'rizn/) 1 come into existence; be noticed: А 
new difficulty has ~n. 2 result from: Serious 
effects may ~ from your mistakes. 3 (old use) 
get up; stand up. 

ar-is-toc-racy /,xr'stokrasi/ n (pl -ies) 1 [U] 
government by persons of the highest social 
rank; (C] country or state with such а govern- 
ment. 2 [C] ruling body of nobies; the social 
class from which these nobles come. 

ar-is-to-crat /lzerstokret (5: s'rist-/ п [С] 
member of the class of nobles; person of noble 
birth. 

ar-is-to-cratic /,zriste'kretik US: a,risto-/ 
adj of the aristocracy; like an aristocrat: with 
ап walk. 

ar-is-to-crati-caliy /-kli/ adv 

arith-me-tic /a'ri@motik/ п [О] science of 
numbers; working with numbers. 
ar-ith-meti-cal /,eri8'metik!/ adj of arith- 
metic. 

ark /а:К/ п (biblical) covered ship in which 
Noah and his family were saved from the 

1004. 

Ark of the Covenant, wooden chest in 
which writings of Jewish law were kept. 

arm! /a:m/ п [С] 1 either of the two upper 
limbs of the human body, from the shoulder 
to the hand: She was carrying a child in her ~s. 
keep sh at arin’s length, (fig) avoid be- 


coming familiar with him. (welcome sb/ sth) 
with open arms, with friendliness and en- 
thusiasm. walk ,arm-in-'arm, (of two рег- 
sons) walk side by side, with the arm of one 
round the arm of the other. 2 sleeve: The ~s of 
this coat are too long. 3 anything shaped like 
or suggesting an arm: the ~s of a chair. 4 the 
(long) arm of the law, (fig) the authority 
or power of the law. 5 branch or division of a 
country’s armed forces: the infantry/air ~. 6 
weapon: a'fire-~. 
'arm-chair, chair with supports for the arms. 
'arm-fui, as much as one arm or both arms 
can hold: an ~ful of books. 
larm-hole, hole (in a shirt, jacket, etc) 
through which the arm is put. 
'arm-pit, hollow under the arm near the 
shoulder. 

arm? /a:m/ vt,vi supply, fit, weapons and аг- 
mour; prepare for war: a warship ~ed with nu- 
clear weapons. 
the armed forces/services, the military 
forces. 

ar-mada /a:'ma:da/ и [С] (p/~s) great fleet of 
warships, esp the Spanish fleet sent against 
England in 1588. 

ar-ma-dillo /,a:moa'dilau/ п [С] (p/ ~s) small 
burrowing animal of S America, with a body 
covered with a shell of bony plates, and the 
habit of rolling itself up into a ball when at- 
tacked. 

ar-ma-ment /'a:momont/ 21 (usually р/) mi- 
litary forces and their equipment. 2 (usually 
pl) weapons, esp the large guns оп a warship, 
military tank, etc: the ~s industry. 3 [U] pro- 
cess of equipping military forces; preparation 
for war. 

ar-mis-tice /‘a:mistis/ и [С] agreement dur- 
ing a war or battle to stop fighting for a time. 

armour (US = ar-mor) /'a:ma(r)/ и [9] 1 
defensive covering, usually metal, for the 
body, worn in fighting: a suit of ~. 2 metal 
covering for warships, tanks, motor-vehicles, 
etc. 3 (collective) tanks, motor-vehicles, etc 
protected with armour. 
ar-moured adj (a) covered with armour: an 
~ed саг. (b) equipped with tanks, vehicles, 
guns, etc that are protected with armour: an 
~ed column. 
ar-mourer, manufacturer or repairer of 
arms and armour. 
armoury /'a:mori/, place where arms are 
kept. 

arms /a:mz/n pi 1 weapons: The soldiers had 
plenty of ~ and ammunition. lay down 
(one’s) arms, stop fighting. take up 
arms; rise up in arms (against), (literal- 
ly or fig) get ready to fight. (be) up in arms 
(about/over), (fig) be protesting strongly. 2 
(heraldry) pictorial design used by a noble 
family, town, university, etc. > also coat of 
arms. 
larms-race, competition among nations for 
military strength. 


army /'a:mi/ 7 [С] (pi -ies) 1 the ~, the mili- 
tary forces of a country, organized for fighting 
on land: be in the ~, be a soldier. 2 large num- 
ber: an ~ of workmen] officials] ants. 

aroma /э'гэота/ п [С] sweet smell: the ~ of a 
cigar. | 

aro-matic /,xro'metik) adj fragrant; spicy: 
the ~ bark of the cinnamon tree. 

arose /a'rauz/ pt of arise. 

around /э'таопд/ аду, prep 1 on every side, in 
every direction: children running ~ in the park. 
2 about; round; here and there: РИ be ~ (= 
not far away) if you should want me. 

arouse /a'rauz/ vt 1 awaken: behaviour that 
might ~ suspicion. 2 cause (somebody) to be- 
come active: fully ~d. 

ar-raign /o'rem/ vt (/egal) bring a criminal 
charge against (a person); bring (a person) be- 
fore acourt for trial: ~ed on a charge of theft. 

ar-range /a'reind3/ vt,vi1 put in order: She’s 
good at arranging flowers. 2 make plans in ad- 
vance; see to the details of: / have ~d to meet 
her at ten o'clock. The meeting ~d for tomor- 
row has been postponed. 3 come to an agree- 
ment: Гуе ~d a loan with Harry for the саг. 4 
adapt (a piece of music): ~ a piece of music for 
the violin. 

ar-range-ment /9'reind3mont/ и 1 [U] put- 
ting in order; arranging or being arranged: 
The ~ of the furniture in our new house took a 
long time. 2 make arrangements, plan; ar- 
range: Have you made ~s for your journey to 
Scotland? 3 [Ч] agreement; settlement: We can 
come to some sort of ~ over expenses. 4[C] re- 
sult or manner of arranging: an ~ (eg of or- 
chestral music) for the piano. I have an ~ by 
which I can cash my cheques at banks anywhere 
in Europe. 

ar-ray /э'тел/ vt (literary) 1 position (esp arm- 
ed forces, troops) in order for battle. 2 dress: 
~ed in ceremonial robes. в п [С] (literary) 1 
order: troops in battle ~. 2 clothes: in military 
~.3 display (of): an impressive ~ of statistics. 

ar-rears /a'ri9z/ п pi 1 money that is owing 
and that ought to have been paid: ~ of rent/ 
wages. be т/РаЙ into arrears (with), be 
late in paying. 2 work still waiting to be done. 

ar-rest /s'rest/ vt 1 seize (somebody) by the 
authority of the law: The police ~ed the thief 
and put him in prison. 2 put a stop to (a process 
or movement): Poor food ~s the natural 
growth of children. 3 catch (a person’s atten- 
tion): The bright colours of the flowers ~ed the 
child's attention. a п [С] act of arresting (a 
thief, etc): The police made several ~s. (be/ 
place/put) under arrest, (be/be made) a 
prisoner. 
ar-rest-ing adj attracting attention. 

ar-ri-val /o'raivl/ п 1 [0] act of arriving: wait- 
ing for the ~ of news; to await ~, (on a letter, 
parcel, etc) to be kept until the addressee ar- 
rives. 2 [C] person or thing that arrives: The 
new ~ (= The newborn child) is а boy. 

ar-rive /o'rarv/ vi 1 reach a place, esp the end 
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of a journey: ~ home. 2 come: At last the day 
~d. Her baby ~d (= was born) yesterday. 3 
arrive at, reach (a decision, a price, the age of 
40, manhood, etc). 4 (modern use) establish 
one’s position or reputation: The publicity he 
received at the airport proved he'd ~d. 

ar-ro-gance /'zrogons/ и [U] arrogant be- 
haviour, manner. 

ar-ro-gant /'zragont/ adj behaving in a 
proud, superior manner; (of behaviour, etc) 
showing too much pride in oneself and too 
little consideration for others: speaking in an 
~ tone. 
ar-ro-gant-ly adv 

ar-row /'zrau/ п [С] 1 thin, pointed stick (to 
be) shot from a bow. 2 mark or sign (-+) used 
to show direction or position, eg on a map or 
as а road sign. 
'arrow-head, pointed end of an arrow. 

ar-senal /'a:sonl/ и [С] government build- 
ing(s) where weapons and ammunition are 
made or stored. 

ar-senic /'a:snik/ и [0] (chem) chemical ele- 
ment (symbol As), used in glass-making, 
dyes, etc; strong poison. 

ar-son /'a:sn/ и [0] act of starting a fire inten- 
tionally and unlawfully. 

art /a:t/ 1 1 [0] the creation or expression of 
what is beautiful, esp in visual form; fine skill 
or aptitude in such expression: the ~ of the Re- 
naissance; children’s ~; ап ~ historian. 2 [С] 
something in which imagination and personal 
taste are more important than exact measure- 
ment and calculation: History and literature 
are among the ~s (subjects) (contrasted with 
science). 3 [СО] trickery; trick: Jn spite of all 
her ~s, the young man was not attracted to her. 
;Bachelor/,Master of 'Arts, (abbr 
BA/MA) person who has passed an exam- 
ination, etc. for the award of a university de- 
gree in an arts(2) subject. 
black art, magic (used for evil purposes). 
fine art, drawing, painting, sculpture, de- 
sign, music, dancing, etc. 
work of ‘art, good example of painting, 
sculpture, etc. 
lart gallery, one for the display of paintings, 
sculpture, etc. 
‘art school, one where painting, sculpture, 
etc are taught. 

ar-te-fact > artifact. 

ar-ter-ial /a:'tiorial/ adj 7 of or like an artery: 
~ blood. 2 (fig) ~ roads, important main 
roads. 

ar-tery /'a:tori/ и [С] (p/ -ies) 1 one of the 
tubes carrying blood from the heart to all 
parts of the body. 2 main road or river; chief 
channel in a system of communications, etc. 

art-ful /'a:tfl/ adj cunning; deceitful; clever in 
getting what one wants. 
art-fully /-foli/ adv 
art-ful-nessn[U] 

ar-thri-tic /a:'6ritik/ adj of arthritis. 

ar-thri-tis /,a:'Oraitis/ я [U] inflammation of 
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a joint or joints. 

ar-ti-choke /'a:titfauk/ и [С] 1 globe ~, 
plant with a head of thick, leaf-like scales used 
as a vegetable. 2 Jerusalem ~, plant with 
white roots used as a vegetable. 

ar-ticle /'a:tikl/ n[C]1 particular or separate 
thing: ~s of clothing, eg shirts, coats; toilet 
~s, eg soap, toothpaste. 2 piece of writing, 
complete in itself, in a newspaper or period- 
ical. 3 (/egal) separate clause or item in an ag- 
reement: ~s of apprenticeship. 4 (gram): defi- 
nite ~, ‘the’; indefinite ~, ‘a’, ‘an’. а vt bind, 
eg an apprentice, by articles(3). 

ar-ticu-late’ /a:'tikjulat/ adj 1 (of speech) in 
which the separate sounds and words are 
clear. 2 (of a person) able to put thoughts and 
feelings into clear speech. 
ar-ticu-late-ly adv 

ar-ticu-late? /a:'tikjuleit/ vt,vi 1 speak (dis- 
tinctly). 2 connect by joints: bones that ~/ are 
~d with others. 
articulated vehicie, having parts joined in 
a flexible manner, eg a lorry with a trailer. 

ar-ticu-la-tion /a:,tikjo'leifn/ 2 [U] 1 pro- 
duction of speech sounds: The speaker’s ideas 
were good but his ~ was poor. 2 (connection by 
a) joint. 

ar-ti-fact, ar-te-fact /'a:tifekt/ п [С] 
something made by human being(s), eg a sim- 
ple tool or weapon of archaeological interest. 

ar-ti-fice /'a:tifis/ п (formal) 1 [С] skilful way 
of doing something. 2 [U] cunning; ingenuity; 
trickery; [С] trick. 

ar-ti-fi-ciall /,a:ti'fifl/ adj not natural or real; 
made by man: ~ flowers/teeth/light. 
artificial respiration, method of forcing 
air into the lungs, eg to a man nearly drowned. 
ar-ti-fi-cial-ly /-fali/ adv 

ar-til-lery /a:'tilon/ п [0] big guns (on 
wheels, etc); branch of an army that uses 
these. 

ar-ti-san /,a:t!'zen US: 'a:tizan/ и [С] skilled 
workman in industry or trade; mechanic. 

art-ist /'a:tist/ п [С] 1 person who practises 
one of the fine arts, esp painting. 2 person who 
acts with skill and good teste: an ~ in words. 

art-iste /a:'ti:st/ п [С] professional singer, ac- 
tor, dancer, etc. 

ar-tis-tic /a:'tistik/ adj 1 done with, showing, 
skill and good judgement, esp in the arts. 2 ab- 
ility to judge beauty in art, clothes, etc. 3 of art 
or artists. 
ar-tis-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

art-istry /'a:tistri/  [U] artistic work; quali- 
ties of skill and good judgement possessed by 
an artist. 

arty /'a:ti/ adj (informal) pretending or falsely 
claiming to be artistic. 

-агу /-эп, -ri/ suffix 1 (used to form an adj): 
planetary. 2 (р! -ies) (used to form a noun): 
dictionary. 

as' /oz strong form: 2z/ adv as ... as, in the 
same degree: ’m~ tall -~ you. (Note: Ina neg- 
ative sentence as is often replaced by 50. It’s 


not so difficult as I expected.) 

as? /oz strong form: 22z/ conj 1 when; while: / 
saw him ~ he was getting off the bus. A~ he 
grew older he became less active. 2 (expressing 
reason) since; seeing that: A~ he wasn’t ready, 
we went without him. 3 (used in comparisons 
of equality): J want a box twice ~ large ~ this. 
Its ~ easy ~ АВС. 4 (usually replaceable by a 
construction with although): Much ~ I like 
you (= Although I like you), J will not marry 
you. 5 in the way in which: Do ~ I do. Leave it 
~ it is. 6 like: Why is he dressed ~ a woman? 7 
(used to avoid repetition): Harry is unusually 
tall, ~ are his brothers, and his brothers are 
also unusually tall. 8 m the capacity or cha- 
racter of: He was respected both ~ a judge and 
~ aman. 9 (used after regard, view, represent, 
treat, acknowledge, etc): Most people regarded 
him ~ a fool. (Note: compare, Most people 
considered him (to be) a fool.) 10 such as, for 
instance, for example, like: Countries in the 
north of Europe, such ~ Finland, Norway, 
Sweden. 11 as if; as though, (introducing a 
clause of manner) a) (with a pt in the clause): 
He talks ~ though he knew all about it. b) (fol- 
lowed by а to-infinitive): He opened his lips ~ 
if to say something. 12 as for, |,2z fa(r)/ with 
reference to (sometimes suggesting indiffer- 
ence or contempt): A~ for you, I never want to 
see you here again. 13 (used as a conjunction, 
usually after same and such): Must you do the 
same things ~ he does? 14 Cyprus, ~ (= 
which fact) you all know, is in the Mediter- 
ranean. 15 so as to, |\sau az/ (a) He stood up 
50 ~~ to(= inorder to) see better. (b) It is fool- 
ish to behave so ~ to annoy ( = in ways that an- 
noy) your neighbours. 16 as good as, the 
same thing as: He’s ~ good ~ dead, almost 
dead, sure to die soon. 17 as/so long as, 
(a) on condition that: You can go where you 
like so long ~ you get back before dark. (b) 
while: You shall never enter this house ~ long 
~ I live in it. 18 as much, so; what really 
amounts to that: J thought ~ much. > also 
far'(2), soon(3,5), sure adv(2), well?(8). 

as-bes-tos /zz'bestes/ и [U] soft, grey, 
mineral substance that can be made into fire- 
proof fabrics or thick heat-proof sheets. 

as-cendé /a'send/ vt,vi 1 (forma!) go or come 
up (a mountain, river, etc): We watched the 
mists ~ing from the valley. The path ~s here. 2 
ascend the throne, become king or queen. 

as-cend-ancy, (also -ency) /a'sendansi/ я 
[U] (position of) having power. 

as:cen-sion /o'senJn/n[C] act of ascending. 
the Ascension, the departure of Jesus from 
the earth, on the fortieth day after the Resur- 
rection. 

as:cent /o'sent/ и [С] act of ascending; way 
up; upward movement: The ~ of the mountain 
was not difficult. 

as-cer-tain / ж5эЦеш/ vt find out (in order to 
be certain about); get to know: ~ the facts; ~ 
what really happened. 
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as-cer-tain-able /-эЫ/ adj that can be found. 

@s-cetic /a'setik/ adj self-denying; leading a 
life of severe self-discipline. о и [С] person who 
(often for religious reasons) leads a severely 
simple life without ordinary pleasures. 

ascor-bic /s'so:bik/ adj ascorbic acid, 
(also known as vitamin C) vitamin found in 
citrus fruits and vegetable products, used 
against skin diseases. 

as-cribe /a'skraib/ vt (formal) consider to be 
the cause, origin, reason or author, of: He ~d 
his failure to bad luck. He has ~d a wrong 
meaning to the word. 

asep-tic /a'septik/ adj (of wounds, dressings, 
etc) free from bacteria; surgically clean. 

asex-ual /ei'sekfual/ adj 1 without sex or sex 
organs: ~ reproduction. 2 (of a person) show- 
ing no interest in sexual relations. 
asex-ual.-ity /e1,seksfu'zloti/ и [0] 

ash’ /=[/ n [С] forest-tree with silver-grey 
bark and hard, tough wood; [U] wood of this 
tree. 
'ash-key, winged seed of the ash. 

ash? /=[/ п [О or p/, but not with numerals] 1 
powder that is left after something has burnt: 
Don’t drop cigar'ette ~ on the carpet. The 
house was burnt to ~es. 2 (pl) the burnt (= 
cremated) remains of a human body. 
'ash-tray, small (metal, glass, etc) receptacle 
for tobacco ash. 

Ash Wednesday, first day of Lent. 
ashamed /2'feimd/ adj feeling shame: You 
should be ~ of yourself|of what you have done. 

asham-ed-ly /a'fermidli/ adv 

ashen /'zJn/ adj of ashes; pale; ash-coloured: 
His face turned ~ at the news. 

ashore /2'fo:(r)/ adv on, on to, the shore. go 
ashore, leave a ship to go on land. 

ashy /'zf1/ adj of or like ashes; covered with 
ashes; ash-coloured, pale. 

Asian /‘eifn US: 'eizn/ п [С], adj (native) of 
Asia. 

Ast-atic /,e1f1'2tik/ и [С], adj (native) of Asia 
(Asian is the preferred word). 

aside /o'said/ adv on or to one side: He laid 
the book ~, put it down and stopped reading 
it. Please put this ~ for me, reserve it. Joking 
~, Speaking seriously,... ao n [Cl word(s) 
spoken, esp (on the stage) words that other 
persons (on the stage) are supposed not to 
hear. 

as-in-ine /'zsinain/ adj 1 of asses. 2 (infor- 
mal) stupid. 

ask /a:sk US: esk/ vt,vi (pt,pp ~ed) 1 са! for 
an answer to; request information or service: 
Did you ~ the price? We must ~ him about it. 1 
will ~ (him) how to get there. Please ~ (her) 
when she will be back. 2 invite: Mr Brown is at 
the door; shall I ~ him in? be asking for 
trouble, > trouble (1). 3 request to be al- 
lowed: / must ~ you to excuse me|~ to be ex- 
cused. 4 demand as a price: What are they 
~ing for the house? 
ask-ing n the ~: You may have ИП yours 
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for the ~ing, You have only to ask for it and it 
will be given to you. 
‘asking price, price asked by the seller (of a 
house, etc). 

askew /2'skju:/ adv, adj out of the straight or 
usual (level) position: have ahaton~. 

aslant /s'sla:nt US: s'sient/ adv, prep т a 
slanting direction: The wrecked train lay ~ the 
railway track. 

asleep /o'sli:p/ adj, adv 1 sleeping: He fell 
~ during the lecture. fast asleep, in a deep 
sleep. 2 (of the arms or legs) without feeling 
(as when under pressure). 

asp’ /esp/n[C] = aspen. 

asp? /жзр/ п [С] small poisonous snake of 
Egypt and Libya. 

as-para-gus /o'spzrogas/ и [0] plant whose 
young shoots are cooked and eaten as a vege- 
table; the shoots. 

as-pect /'zspekt/ и [С] 1 look or appearance 
(of a person or thing): a man of fierce ~~; aman 
with a serious ~. 2 front that faces a particular 
direction: a house with a southern ~. 3 (fig): 
study every ~ of a subject, study it thoroughly. 

as-per-ity /o'sperati/ и [U] (formal) rough- 
ness; harshness (of manner); extreme cold (of 
weather): speak with~. 

as-per-sion /a'sp3:[n US: -3n/ n cast as- 
persions оп/ироп sb/sb‘s honour, etc, 
say false things about him. 

as-phalt /'esfelt US: -fo:lt/ п [U] black, 
sticky substance used for making roofs, etc 
waterproof, and for making road surfaces. o 
vt cover with asphalt. 

as-phyxia /as'fiksia/ п [U] condition caused 
by not having air in the lungs; suffocation. 

as-phyxi-ate /os'fiksieit/ vt make ill, cause 
the death of, through not having sufficient air 
in the lungs: The men in the coalmine were 
~ ted by bad gas. 

as-phyxi-ation /ss,fiksi'e1fn/ n[U] 

as-pic /'zspik/ и [0] clear meat jelly: chicken 
тм. 

а$-риг.апт /э'5ралэгопи/ и [С] (formal) person 
who is ambitious for fame, etc: an ~ to high 
office. 

as-pir-ate’ /'zsporat/ и [С] the sound of ‘h’; 
sound with an ‘h’ init. 

as-pir-ate? /‘esporeit/ vf say with an ‘h’ 
sound: The ‘h’ in ‘honour’ is not ~d. 

as-pir-ation /,zspo're:jn/ и [СО] ambition: 
the ~s of young people. 

as-pire /o'spaio(r)/ vi be filled with ambition: 
~ to become an author. 

ass /exs/ л [С] 1 smal! animal of the horse 
family with long ears; donkey. 2 (fiz) stupid 
person. | 

as-sail /o'seil/ vt attack (the usual word): ~ a 
speaker with questions|/insults; be ~ed with 
doubts. 
as-sail-able /-abl/ adj that can be attacked. 
as-sail-ant /-ont/ п [С] attacker (the usual 
word). 

as-Sas-sin /o'sxsin/ и [С] person, often one 
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hired by others, who assassinates. 
as-sas-sin-ate /a'szsineit/ vf kill a person 
(esp a politician, ruler), for political reasons. 
as-sas-sin-ation /3,sesi'neifn/ и [0] murder 
of this kind; [C] instance of this. 

as-sault /a'so:It/ л [С] violent and sudden at- 
tack: They made an ~ on the enemy’s positions. 
assault and ‘battery, (legal) beating or 
hitting a person. а vt attack (eg a fortress) Буа 
sudden rush. 

as-semble /a'sembl/ vt,vi 1 gather together; 
collect: The pupils ~d/were ~d in the school 
hall. 2 fit or put together (the parts of): ~ a 
car. 

as-sem-bly /a'sembli/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 num- 
ber of persons who have come together: the 
Legislative A~, the school ~, the daily meet- 
ing of staff and pupils. 2 military call, by drum 
or bugle, for soldiers to assemble. 
as'sembly hall, one where a school meets 
for prayers, etc. 
as'sembly line, stage of mass production in 
which parts of a machine, vehicle, etc move 
along for fixing together. 

as-sent /a'sent/ п [С] official agreement, eg to 
a proposal; (royal) agreement (to a bill passed 
by Parliament): by common ~, everybody 
agreeing. о vi (formal) give agreement (to, ера 
proposal). 

as-sert /o's3:t/ vt 1 make a claim to: ~ one’s 
rights. 2 declare: ~ one’s innocence| that one 15 
innocent. 

as-ser-tion /9's3:[n/ 1 1 [U] insisting on 
one’s rights. 2 [C] strong statement; claim: 
make an~. 

as-sert-ive /a'ss:tiv/ adj having or showing 
confidence: speaking in ап ~ tone. 
as-sert-ive-ly adv 

as-sess /o'ses/ vt 1 decide or fix the amount 
of (eg a tax or a fine): Damages were ~ed at 
£100. 2 fix or decide the value of (eg property), 
the amount of (eg income), for purposes of 
taxation. 3 (fig) test the value of: ~ a speech at 
its true worth. 
as-sess-mentn([C,U]. 

as-ses-sor /o'seso(r)/ и [С] 1 person who as- 
sesses property, income, taxes, etc. 2 person 
who advises a judge, a committee, etc on tech- 
nical matters. 

as-set /'zset/ п [С] 1 (usually p/) anything 
owned by a person, company, etc that has 
money value and that may be sold to pay 
debts. © liability. 2 valuable or useful quality 
or skill: Good health is а great ~. 

as-sign /oa'sain/ vt 1 give for use ог enjoy- 
ment, or asa share or part in, eg of work, duty: 
Those rooms have been ~ed to us. Your teacher 
~s you work to be done at home. 2 name, put 
forward as a time, place, reason, etc: Has a day 
been ~ed for the triai? Can one ~ a cause to 
these events? 3 appoint: A~ your best man to 
the job. 4 (legal) transfer property, rights, etc 
to. 
as-sign-able /-obl/ adj that can be assigned: 
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~able to several causes. 
as-sign-ment7[C,U] 

as-simi-late /a'simileit/ уу 1 absorb 
(food) into the body (after digestion); be thus 
absorbed: We ~ some kinds of food more eas- 
ily than others. 2 (allow people to) become 
part of another social group or state: The 
USA has ~d people from many European 
countries, so that they are Americans. 
as-simi-ia-tion /a,sim:'lerfn/ 1 [0] 

as-sist /2'sist/ vt,vi (formal) help: ~ an appli- 
cant to fill in the forms. Two men are ~ing the 
police in their enquiries, answering questions 
which may tead to the arrest of the criminal{s), 
or perhaps their own arrest as the criminals. 

as-sist-ance /a'sistans/ n[U] help: give/ iend 
~ (toa person). 

as:sist-ant /o'sistant/ я [С] helper: an ~ to 
the Manager; а 'shop-~, one who serves cus- 
tomers. 

as-so-ci-ate' /a'soufiat/ adj (of colleagues, 
etc) joined in function or level: an ~ judge.an 
Ja'sausiat/ [С] 1 person joined with others in 
work, business or crime. 2 person given cer- 
tain limited rights in an association. 3 сот- 
panion. 

as-So-ci-ate? /a'soufieit/ vt,vi 1 join or con- 
nect: ~ one thing with another. We ~ Egypt 
with the Nile. 2 be often in the company of: 
Don’t ~ with dishonest boys. 

as:So-Ci-ation /a,sousi'eifn/ п 1 [Ч] asso- 
ciating; being associated; companionship 
(with): / benefited so much from my ~ with 
him|from our ~. in association (with), 
together. 2 [C] group of persons joined to- 
gether for some common purpose: the 'Auto- 
mobile Ам. 

As,sociation ‘football, (common abbr = 
soccer) game in which two teams of eleven 
players kick a round ball that must not be 
touched with the hands except by the goal- 
keeper or when throwing in. 

as-sorted /o'so:tid/ adj of various sorts; 
mixed: a pound of ~ chocolates. 

as:sort-ment /o'so:tmant/ п [С] assorted 
collection of different examples or types: This 
shop has an ~ of goods to choose from. 

as-sume /oa'sju:m US: a'su:m/ vt 1 believe be- 
fore there is proof: You ~ his innocence] him to 
be innocent/ihat he is innocent before hearing 
the evidence against him. 2 undertake: ~ of- 
fice, begin to govern. 3 take for oneself some- 
thing not genuine or sincere: ~ anew name. 

as-sump-tion /a'sampfn/ 71 [С] something 
regarded as true or likely to happen; some- 
thing thought to be true but not proved: Their 
~ that the war would end quickly was proved 
wrong. | am going on the ~ that ... Гат sup- 
posing that... 2 [С] assumption of, a) the 
act of assuming(2): his ~ of office] power|the 
presidency. b) the adopting of a manner, etc 
which is not genuine: with an ~ of indifference, 
pretending not to be interested. 3 the Ал, 
reception into Heaven in bodily form of the 
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Virgin Mary; Church feast commemorating 
this. 

as-sur-ance /o!{usrens/ и 1 [U] (often self- 
~) belief and trust in one’s own powers: He 
answered all the questions with ~. 2 [C] 
promise; statement made to give confidence: 
He gave me a definiie ~ that the repairs would 
be finished by Friday. 3 [Ч] (chiefly GB) insur- 
ance: life ~, because death is certain. 

as-sure /a'fua(r)/ vt 1 say positively, with 
confidence: / ~ you (that) there’s no danger. 2 
cause (a person) to be sure, to feel certain: We 
tried to ~ the nervous old lady that flying was 
safe. 3 insure, esp against death. 
as-sured adjsure: confident. 
as-sur-ed-ly /a'fuoridli/ adv surely; соп- 
fidently. 

as-ter /'zsto(r)/ и [С] garden plant with flow- 
ers that have white, pink or purple petals 
round a yellow centre. 

as-ter-isk /‘zstorisk/ и [С] the mark *, used 
to call attention to something, to show that 
letters are omitted, etc. 

astern /s'st3:n/ adv in or at the stern of a ship. 

as-ter-oid /'xstoroid/ и [С] any of many 
small planets between the orbits of Mars and 
Jupiter. 

asthma /'esmo US: 'ezma/ п [U] chronic 
chest disease marked by difficult breathing. 
asth-matic /,zes'metik US: ,e2z-/ adj suffer- 
ing from asthma; of asthma. 

astir /o'sta:(r)/ adv, adj (formal) in a state of 
excitement: The whole village was ~ when news 
came that the Queen was coming. 

as-ton-ish /a'stonif/ vt surprise greatly: The 
news ~ed everybody. 
as-ton-ish-ing adj very surprising. 
as-ton-ish-ment и [0] great surprise: / heard 
to my ~ment that... He looked at me in 
~ment. 

astound /a'staund/ vt shock (the usual 
word). 

as-trali /'zstrol/ adj of or from the stars. 

astray /o'strei/ adv, adj out of, off, the right 
path, esp (fig) into doing wrong: The boy was 
led~ by bad friends. 

astride /a'straid/ adv, adj, prep with one leg 
on each side (of): sitting ~ his father’s knee. 

as-trin-gent /o'strindzont/ и [С] (kind of) 
substance that shrinks soft skin tissues and 
contracts blood-vessels. о adj of or like an as- 
tringent. 

astr(o)- /estr(o)-/ prefix of the stars, of outer 
space: astronomy. 

as-trol-oger /a'strplod3a(r)/ п [С] expert in, 
student of, astrology. 

as-tro-logi-cal /,estro'lod3ik1/ adj of astrol- 
ogy. 

as-trol-ogy /s'strolad3:/ п [U] art of observ- 
ing the positions of the stars in the belief that 
they influence human affairs. 

as-tro-naut /'estrano:t/ п [С] person who 
travels in a spacecraft. 

as-tron-omer /a'stronomoa(r)/ n [С] expert 


assurance / atlas 


in, student of, astronomy. 

as-tro-nomi-cal /,zstro'npmikl/ adj 1 of 
the study of astronomy. 2 (informal) enor- 
mous: an ~ salary. 

as-tron-omy /o'stronomi/ п [0] science of 
the sun, moon, stars and planets. 

as-tute /o'stju:t US. a'stu:t/ adj quick at 
seeing how to gain an advantage: an ~ 
lawyer|businessman. 
as-tute-ly ady 
as-tute-ness n[U] 

asy-lum /э'зайэт/ и {[C,U]1 (place of) refuge 
or safety. 2 (formerly) institution where men- 
tally ill people were cared for, now called a 
mental home or mental hospital. 3 protection 
from cruel treatment, etc: ask for political ~. 

at /ot strong form: xt] prep 1 (a) in or near: ~ 
my uncle’s; ~ the station. (Note: in 15 used for 
countries and large towns, and places impor- 
tant to the speaker.) (b) towards; in the direc- 
tion of: look ~ him; laugh ~ the joke; throw it 
~ her. (c) (showing an attempt to get or reach 
something): He had to guess ~ the meaning. 
(d) (showing distance): /t looks better ~ a dis- 
tance. 2 (a) (showing a point of time): ~ 2 
o'clock; ~ any moment. & in?(4). & on?(2), 
once(4). (b) (of age): He left school ~ (the 
age of) 15. (с) (showing order): ~ the third at- 
tempt; ~ first; ~ last. (9) (showing the rate of 
occurrence): ~ (all) times; ~ regular intervals. 
3 (a) (showing occupation): ~ work; ~ play. 
hard ‘at it, working hard. (b) (used after ad- 
jectives): good ~ translation. (с) (state, condi- 
tion): ~ war. 4 (a) (rate): ~ full speed; ~ a 
snails pace. (b) (value, cost, etc): buy articles 
~ 20p and sell them ~ 25р. (©) (used with 
superlatives): ~ least; ~ the worst. 5 (showing 
cause): The pupils were shocked ~ the news. 

ate /et US: eit/ pt of eat. 
-ate suffix 1 /-at/ (used to form a noun): elec- 
torate. 2 |-e1t/ (used to form a verb): stimulate. 
athe-ism /'ei61zam/ и [U] belief that there is 
no God. 

athe-ist /'ei@ust/ n [С] person who believes 
that there is no God. 
athe-is-tic /,e1@r'istik/ adj of atheism or 
atheists. 

ath-lete /<91:4/ п [С] person trained for 
competing in physical exercises and outdoor 
games, eg a person good at running, jumping, 
swimming, boxing. 

ath-letic /zx6@'letik/ adj 1 of athletes. 2 
physically strong, with a well-balanced body: 
ап ~-looking young man. 
ath-let-ics и p/ (usually used with a sing verb) 
practice of physical exercises and sports, esp 
competitions in running, jumping, etc. 

-ation suffix © -tion. 

atishoo /o'tifu:/ int spelling form used to in- 
dicate a sneeze. 

-ative /-otiv/ suffix (used to form an adjective 
from an -ate verb): illustrative. 
-atively, (used to form an adverb). 

at-las /'ztlos/ и [С] book of maps. 


atmosphere / attitude 


at-mos:-phere /'ztmosfia(r)/ и 1 the ~, 
mixture of gases surrounding the earth. 2 [C] 
air in any place. 3 [С] feeling, eg of good, evil, 
from a place, conditions, etc: There is an ~ of 
peace and calm in the country quite different 
from the ~ of a big city. 

at-mos-pheric /,«tmos'ferik/ adj of, con- 
nected with, the atmosphere: ~ conditions. 

atoll /'ztol/ [С] ring of coral reef(s) round a 
lagoon. 

atom /'ztom/ я [С] 1 smallest unit of an ele- 
ment that can take part in a chemical change: 
A molecule of water (H,O) is made up of two 
~s of hydrogen and one ~ of oxygen. & elec- 
tron, neutron, nucleus, proton. 2 (fig) very 
small bit: There’s not an~ of truth (= no truth 
at all) in what he said. 

atomic /s'tomik/ adj of an atom, or atoms. 
a,tomic 'bomb, bomb of which the destruc- 
tive power comes from atomic energy. 
a,tomic'energy, = nuclear energy. 

atone /a'taun/ vi (formal) make repayment: 
How сап [^ for hurting your feelings? 
atone-ment n (a) [U] atoning: make ~ment 
for a fault. (b) the A~ment, the sufferings 
and death of Jesus. 

-ator /-eita(r)/ suffix object or person рег- 
forming an -ate verb: illustrator. 

atro-cious /9'traufas/ adj 1 very wicked or 
cruel: an ~ crime. 2 (informal) very bad: ап ~ 
dinner; ~ weather. 
atro-cious-ly adv 

atroc-ity /a'trosoti/ и (pl -ies) [U] wicked- 
ness; [C] wicked or cruel act: Shooting prison- 
ers of war isan~. 

at-tach /o'tetS/ vt,vi 1 fasten or join (one 
thing to another): ~ labels to the luggage; a 
house with a garage ~ed. A~ed you will find] 
A~ed please find..., (business style) You will 
find, attached to this letter... 2 be attached 
to, be fond of: She is deeply ~ed to her young 
brother. 3 consider to have; connect with: Do 
you ~ much importance to what he says? 4 go 
with, be joined (to): No suspicion/blame ~es to 
him, He cannot be suspected/blamed. 5 join as 
a member: Г am ~ed to the Sixth battalion|to 
the European group. 

at-tach-ment /s'tet{mant/ п 1 [U] act of 
joining; being attached. 2 [C] something at- 
tached. 3 [С] affection; friendship: have an ~ 
for her. 

at-taché /o'tefer US: ,eto'fer/ и [С] person 
who 15 attached to the staff of an ambassador: 
the naval] military|press ~. 
attaché case /o'tef1 keis/, small, flat, rec- 
tangular case for documents. 

at-tack /o'tek/ n 1 [С] violent attempt to 
hurt, overcome, defeat: make an ~ on the 
enemy; [Ч] The enemy came under ~. 2 [С] 
hostile criticism in speech or writing: a strong 
~ against/on the Government’s policy. 3 [С] 
Start, eg of disease: an ~ of fever; a'heart ~, 
pain in the region of the heart, with irregular 
beating. o vt make an attack on: ~ the enemy; 
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a disease that ~s children. Rust ~s metals. 
at-tacker, person who attacks. 

at-tain /a'tem/ vt,vi (forma!) achieve (the usu- 
al word): ~ one’s hopes. 
at-tain-able /-abl/ adj that can be attained. 
at-tain-ment, (a) [U] act of attaining: -for 
the ~ment of (= ш order to achieve) his pur- 
pose. (b) [С] (usually p/) skill in some branch 
of knowledge, etc: legal ~ments. 

at-tempt /a'tempt/ vt make a start at doing 
something; try: The prisoners ~ed to escape 
but failed. Don’t ~ impossibilities, Don’t try to 
do impossible things. ом [С] 1 make an at- 
tempt on/upon/to do sth/at doing $, 
try; make an effort to do something: make an 
~ on the Olympic record. They made no ~ to 
езсаре[а! escaping. 2 attempt at, thing not 
very well done: Her ~ at a Christmas cake had 
to be thrown away. 

at-tend /a'tend/ угу! 1 give care and thought 
to: ~ to one’s work. Yow re not ~ing, not lis- 
tening, not paying attention. 2 wait (on/upon); 
serve; look after: Which doctor is ~ing you? 3 
go to; be present at: ~ school/church/a meet- 
ing. 

at-tend-ance /a'tendons/ п 1 [C,U] being 
present, at school etc: The boy was given a 
prize for regular ~, for attending school regu- 
larly. 2 [С] (with adjectives) number of persons 
present: There was a large ~ at church this 
morning. 3 [Ц], act of attending(2): Now that 
the patient is out of danger, the doctor is no 
longer in~. 

at-tend-ant /a'tendont/ и [С] servant ог 
companion. о adj accompanying (the usual 
word): famine and its ~ diseases. 

at-ten-tion /s'tenfn/ и 1 [U] act of directing 
one’s thoughts: Pay ~ to what уои’ге doing. 
He shouted to attract ~, to make people notice 
him. 2 (often p/) kind or polite act: A pretty 
girl usually receives more ~(s) than a plain girl, 
finds men more willing to do things for her. 3 
[9] (ий) drill position in which a man stands 
straight and still: come to/stand at ~; (аз а mi- 
litary command): A~/ (shortened to ‘shun 
[fan/). | 

at-tent-ive /a'tentiv/ adj giving or paying at- 
tention: A speaker likes to have an~ audience. 
at-tent-ive-ly adv. They listened ~ly to the 
teacher. 

at-test /a'test/ vt,vi1 be or give clear proof of: 
These papers ~ the fact that... 2 declare on 
oath; put (a person) on oath; cause (a person) 
to declare solemnly: / have said nothing that I 
am not ready to ~, to say on oath. 3 attest 
to, bear witness to: feats which ~ to his 
strength of will. 

at-tic /'ztik/ и [С] space within the roof of a 
house: two small rooms in the ~. 

at-tire /o'taio(r)/ и [U] (literary or poetic) 
dress: in holiday ~. а vt(old use) dress: ~d т 
white/satin. 

at-ti-tude /'etitju:d US: -tu:d/ п [С] 1 way of 
feeling, thinking or behaving: What is your ~ 


towards this question? What do you think 
about it, how do you propose to act? 2 manner 
of placing or holding the-body: He stood there 
in a threatening ~. 

at-tor-ney /a't3:n1i/ п [С] (p/ ~s) person with 
legal authority to act for another in business 
or law: power of ~, authority so given. 

at-tract /o'trekt/ vt 1 pull towards (by un- 
seen force): A magnet ~s steel. 2 get the atten- 
tion of: Bright lights ~ moths. He shouted to ~ 
attention. 3 find attractive; find pleasure in: 
Do you feel ~ed to her? Do you like her? 

at-trac-tion /a'trekfn/ 1 [0] power of pul- 
ling towards: He cannot resist the ~ of the sea 
оп a hot day/of a pretty girl. 2 [С] that which 
attracts: the ~s of a big city, eg concerts, cine- 
mas, large shops. 

at-tract-ive /a'trektiv/ adj having the power 
to attract; pleasing: a most ~ girl; ~ prices. 
at-tract-ive-ly adv 

at-tribu-table /a'tribjutabl/ adj that can be 
attributed. 

at-tribute' /o'tribju:t/ у! consider as a qual- 
ity of, as being the result of, as coming from: 
He ~s his success to hard work. 

at-tribute? /'ztribju:t/ п [С] 1 quality con- 
sidered to be naturally or necessarily belong- 
ing to a person or thing: Light is an ~ of day. 
2 object recognized as a symbol of a person or 
his position: The crown is an ~~ of kingship. 

at-tune /a'tju:n US: a'tu:n/ vt make used to: 
ears ~d to the sound of gunfire. 

auber-gine /'su0bo3i:n/ п [С] white fruit with 
a purple skin, used as a vegetable. 

auburn /'s:ban/ adj (usually of hair) reddish- 
brown. 

auc-tion /'s:kfn/ п [СО] public sale at which 
goods are sold to the person making the 
highest offer. о vt sell by auction. 

auc-tion-eer /,9:kfa'nia(r)/ п [С] person in 
charge of an auction. 

aud-acious /9:'deijas/ adj daring; bold. 
aud-acious-ly adv 

aud-ac-ity /9:'dxsati/ п [U] daring; cheek: He 
had the ~ to ask me for a loan! 

aud-ible /'s:dabl/ adj loud enough to be 
heard: The speaker was scarcely ~. 
audibly /-abli/ adv 

audt-ence /'s:dians/ я [C] 1 gathering of per- 
sons for the purpose of hearing a speaker, 
singer, etc: There was a large ~ at the pop con- 
cert. 2 persons listening, watching, reading: 
The radio programme has an ~ of several mil- 
lion. His book has reached a wide ~. 4 formal 
interview given by a ruler, the Pope, etc: The 
Pope granted himan~. 

audio- /,o:diou-/ prefix of hearing, of sound: 
~-visual. 
laudio-typist, typist who types words re- 
corded on tape. 
audio-visual ‘aids, teaching aids such as 
record players and film projectors. 

audit /'s:dit/ п [С] official examination of ac- 
counts to see that they are correct and organ- 


attorney /autaentic 


ized. с vtexamine accounts officially. 

audition /9:'difn/ я [С] trial hearing to test 
the voice of a singer or of an actor wishing to 
take part ina play. в у/ give an audition to. 

audi-tor /'s:dita(r)/ и [С] person who audits. 

audi-tor-ium /,9:di'to:riam/ и [С] (р/ ~s) 
building, or part of a building, in which an 
audience sits. 

audi-tory /'o:ditri US: -to:ri/ adj of the sense 
of hearing: the ~ nerve. 

aught /o:t/ п (literary) anything: for ~ I 
know/care, (used to show that the speaker 
does not know/care at ail). 

aug-ment /9:g'ment/ v?,vi (formal) make ог 
become greater; increase: ~ one’s income by 
writing short stories. 

augur /'s:ga(r)/ п [С] (in ancient Rome) reli- 
gious official who claimed to foretell future 
events. о vi,vt foretell, be a sign of. 
augury /'s:gjuri/ п [С] (p/-ies) omen; sign. 

august /9:'gast/ adj majestic; causing feelings 
of respect or awe. 

August /'s:gast/ п the eighth month, with 31 
days. 

auk /э:К/ п [С] northern seabird. 

aunt /a:nt US: ent/ n [С] 1 sister of one’s 
father or mother. 2 wife of one’s uncle. 

aun-tie, aun-ty Лали US: 'enti/ n (infor- 
mal) aunt. 

au pair /,эс 'рез(г)/ adj (Fr) (in GB) girl from 
overseas who, in return for light household 
duties, receives board and lodging, and facili- 
ties for study. 

aura /'s:ra/ и [С] (p/ ~s) atmosphere зиг- 
rounding a person or object and thought to 
come from him or it: There seemed to be an~ 
of holiness about the Indian saint. 

aural /'s:ral/ adj of the organs of hearing: an 
~ surgeon. 

au re-voir /,20 ra'vwa:(r)/ int (Fr) till we meet 
again; goodbye. 

aur-icle /'s:rik1/ п [С] (anat) 1 the external 
part of the ear. 2 either of the two upper cavi- 
ties of the heart. 

aus-pices /'o:spisiz/ я pl under the aus- 
pices of, helped and favoured by. 

aus-pi-cious /9:'spifas/ adj showing signs, 
giving promise, of future success; favourable. 
aus-pi-cious-ly adv 

aus-tere /o:'stia(r)/ adj 1 of a person, his be- 
haviour, severely moral and strict. 2 of a way 
of living, of places, styles, simple and plain; 
without ornament or comfort. 
aus-tere-ly adv 

aus-ter-ity /олцегоц/ я (p!-ies) 1 [U] quality 
of being austere. 2 (p/) austere practices, eg 
fasting, living in a cell, for religious reasons. 

aut-archy /'s:ta:ki/ п [U] country under ab- 
solute sovereignty. 

aut-arky /'s:ta:ki/ и [О] self-sufficiency, esp 
of a State in its economy. 

auth-en-tic /s:'6entik/ adj genuine; known 
to be true: ~ news, ап ~~ signature. 
auth-en-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 
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auth-en-ti-cate /s:'@entikeit/ vt prove be- 
yond doubt the origin, authorship, etc of. 
auth-en-ti-ca-tion /9:,Senti'keifn/ я [0] 

auth-en-tic-ity /9:,9en'tisoti/ п [0] quality 
of being genuine: feel confident of the ~ ofa 
signature. 

author /'s:@a(r)/ п [С] 1 writer of a book, 
play, etc: Dickens is his favourite ~. 2 person 
who creates or begins something. 

author-ess /'s:6aris/ и [С] woman author. 

auth-ori-tar-ian /9:,8or'teorion/ adj sup- 
porting or requiring obedience to authority, 
esp that of the State. оп [С] supporter of this 
principle. 

auth-ori-tat-ive /9:'6pritotiv/ adj 1 having, 
given with, authority: ~ orders. 2 having an 
air of authority; commanding: in an ~ man- 
ner. 3 that can be trusted because from a reli- 
able source: an ~ report. 
auth-ori-tat-ive-ly adv 

auth-or-ity /9:'@prati/ и (pi -ies) 1 [0] power 
or right to control, give orders and make 
others obey: Who is in ~ here? Only the 
treasurer has ~ 10 make payments. 2 [(] per- 
son or (p/) group of persons having authority: 
the health authorities. 4 [СХ] person with 
special knowledge; book, etc that supplies reli- 
able information or evidence: The ‘Oxford En- 
glish Dictionary is the best ~ on English 
words. 

auth-or-ize (also -ise) /'s:Oaraiz/ vt 1 give 
authority to: / have ~d him to act for me while 
Гат abroad. 2 give authority for: The Finance 
Committee ~d the spending of £10000 on anew 
sports ground. 
;Authorized 'Version, (common abbr AV) 
the English translation of the Bible, first pub- 
lished 1611. 

auth-or-iz-ation (also -isation) 
[1:9 эгайте {и US: -ri'z-/ п [U] authorizing; 
giving legal right; the right given. 

author-ship /'s:6afip/ n[U]1 occupation of 
an author: /t’s risky to take to ~ (= begin to 
write books) for a living. 2 origin of a book, 
etc: Nothing is known of the ~ of the book. 

auto /'s:tau/ п [С] (US informal) (abbr of) au- 
tomobiie. 

auto- /2{э0/ prefix 1 of oneself: autobi- 
ography. 2 without help, independently: auto- 
matic. 


auto-bio-graphic | o:ta,baro'greefik/, 
auto-bio-graphi-cal /-k1/ adj of, engaged in, 
autobiography. 


auto-bi-ogra-phy /,9:tou,bai'pgrofi/ п (p/ 
-ies) 1 [C] story of a person’s life written by 
himself. 2 [U] the art and practice of this sort 
of writing. 

autoc-racy /9:'tokrasi/ п (pi -ies) 1 [U] 
government by a ruler who has unlimited 
power. 2 [C] (country with a) government of 
this kind. 

auto-crat /'o:takret/ и [С] 1 ruler with un- 
limited power. 2 person who gives orders 
without considering thé wishes of others. 


auto-cratic /,o:ta'kretik/ adj of or like an 
autocrat: Don’t be so ~ic! 
auto-crati-cally /-k1i/ adv 

auto-graph /'s:tagra:f US: -aref/ п [С] per- 
son’s own handwriting. esp his signature. с vt 
write one’s name on or in: a book ~ed by the 
author. 

auto-mate /'o:tameit/ у! convert to, control 
by, automation. 

auto-matic |,o:ta'lmetrk/ adj 1 (of a ma- 
chine) able to work or be worked without at- 
tention: ~ weapons, weapons that continue 
firing until pressure on the trigger is released. 
2 (of actions) done without thought; uncon- 
scious: Breathing is ~.an[C] small automatic 
gun. 
auto-mati-cally /-kii/ adv 

auto-ma-tion /,9:to'meifn/ и [U] (use of) 
methods and machines to save labour. 

auto-mo-bile /'s:tomabi:1 US: ,o:tama'bi:l/ n 
[С] (esp US) motor-car. 

auton-omous /o:'tonomas/ adj (of states) 
self-governing. 

auton-omy /9:'tonom:/ п [C,U] (р/ -ies) 
(right of) self-government. 

au-topsy /'s:topsi/ п [С] (p/ -ies) (med) ехат- 
ination of a body (by cutting it open) to learn 
the cause of death. 

autumn /'s:tom/ n [С] (US = fall) third 
season of the year, between summer and wint- 
er (Sept, Oct and Nov in the northern hemi- 
sphere). 

autum-nal /,o:'tamnoal/ adj of autumn. 

aux:ili-ary /9:g'zilior/ adj helping; support- 
ing: ~ froops. 

avail /o'veil/ vt,vi avail oneself of, (formal) 
make use of, profit by, take advantage of: You 
should ~ yourself of every opportunity to prac- 
tise speaking English. on of no/little avail, 
not helpful; not effective: His intervention was 
of little ~. to ne avail, without result; un- 
successfully: We pulled him out of the river and 
tried to revive him, but tono~w. 

avail-able /a'veilabl/ adj that may be used ог 
obtained: There were no tickets ~ for Friday’s 
performance. 
avail-abil-ity /9,verla'biloti/ n [Ц] 

ava-lanche /'xvala:inf US: -lent{/ и [С] 1 
great mass of snow and ice at a high altitude, 
caused by its own weight to slide down a 
mountain side. 2 (fig) great many: an ~ of 
words|letters|/questions. 

avant-garde /,zevon 'ga:d/ n (Fr) (fig) rad- 
ical leader(s) of any movement {in art, drama, 
literature, etc). 

av-ar-ice /'evoris/ п [U] greed (the usual 
word); great eagerness to get or keep. 
av-ar-icious /,eva'rifas/ adj (formal) greedy. 
av-ar-icious-ly adv 

avenge /a'vend3/ уг get or take revenge for: 
~ an insult. 

av-enue /'evonju: US: -пи:/ п [С] 1 road with 
trees on each side, esp the private road going 
up to a large country house. 2 wide street with 
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buildings оп one ог both sides. 3 (fig) way (to 
an object or aim): ~s to success/promotion. 

av-er-age /'evorid3/ я [С] 1 resuit of adding 
several quantities together and dividing the 
total by the number of quantities: The ~ of 4, 
5 and 9 is 6. 2 standard or level regarded as or- 
dinary or usual: Tom’s work at school is 
abovel/telow (the) ~. 0 adj 1 found by making 
an average: The ~ age of the boys in this class 
is fifteen. 2 of the ordinary or usual standard: 
boys of ~ ability. в у. 1 find the average of: 
If you ~ 7, 14 and 6, you get 9. 2 amount to, 
do, as an average: averaging 200 miles a day in 
the car. 

averse /a'v3:s/ adj opposed, unwilling: He is 
~ to hard work|from taking action. 

aver-sion /o'v3:[n US: -3n/ 7 [C,U] strong 
dislike: He has a strong ~ to getting up early. 2 
[С] thing or person disliked: my pet ~, thing I 
specially dislike. 

avert /s'va:t/ vt (formal) 1 turn away (one’s 
eyes, thoughts, etc): ~ one’s eyes/gaze from a 
terrible spectacle. 2 prevent, avoid: ~ an 
accident. 

avi-ary /'eiviori US: -vieri/ п [С] (pi -ies) place 
for keeping birds, eg in a zoo. 

avi-ation | ,ervireifn/ n[U] (art and science of) 
flying in aircraft. 

avi-ator /'eivieita(r)/ л [С] person (now usu- 
ally pilot or captain) who controls an aircraft. 

avid /'xvid/ adj (formal) eager, greedy: ~ for 
fame|applause. 
avid-ly adv. 

avo-cado /|,xva'ka:dau/ п [<] (p/ ~s) pear- 
shaped tropical fruit with a thick, green skin. 

avoid /a'void/ vt keep or get away from; es- 
cape: Try to~ danger. 
avoid-able /-abl/ adj that can be avoided. 
avoid-ance /-эп5/ и [0] act of avoiding. 

avoir-du-pois /'evade'poiz/ п [U] system of 
weights used, before metrication, in most 
Engitsh-speaking countries (1 pound = 16 
ounces), used for all goods except precious 
metals and stones, and medicines. 

avow /2'vau/ vt (formal) admit; declare open- 
ly: ~ a fault. He ~ed himself (to be) a Chris- 
пая. 
avowal /a'vaual/ п [U] free and open confes- 
sion; [С] instance of this. 

await /o'weit/ vt 1 (of persons) wait for: J ~ 
your instructions. 2 be in store for; be waiting 
for: Death ~s all men. 

awaka’ /o'weik/ vi (pi,pp awoke /3'wauk/) 1 
= wake (the usual word). 2 become conscious 
of, realize: He awoke to his opportunities. 

awake? /s'weik/ adj not asleep; having 
woken: 15 he ~ or asleep? awake to, aware 
of: be ~ to danger. 

awaken /э\ме!Кэп/ vt = wake. 

awaken-ing /s'weiknin/ n [С] act of becom- 
ing aware, of realizing, esp something un- 
pleasant: И was a rude ~ to be told that he was 
to be dismissed. 

award /a'wo:d/ vt give or grant (by official de- 


average /axiom 


cision): He was ~ed the first prize. а п [С] 1 de- 
cision made by a judge or arbitrator. 2 thing 
given as the result of such a decision, eg a prize 
in acompetition. 

aware /a'wea(r)/ adj aware of/that, hav- 
ing knowledge: We are fully ~ of the facts. 
aware-ness п [0] 

awash /э'\0[/ adj washed over by, level with, 
the waves: rocks ~ at high tide. The ship’s deck 
was ~. 

away /2'wei/ adverbial particle 1 to or at a dis- 
tance (from the place, person, etc in question): 
The sea is two miles ~. Take these things ~, 
Remove them. 2 away with, (used in excla- 
mations without a verb): A~ with them! Take 
them away! 3 continuously; constantly: He 
was working ~. 4 (used to show loss, lessen- 
ing, weakening, exhaustion): The water has all 
boiled ~., There is no water left. 5 far and 
away, very much: This is far and ~ the best. 
right/straight away. immediately; with- 
out delay. 

awe /э:/ п [0] fear and respect: Не had a feel- 
ing of ~ as he was taken before the judge. 
lawe-inspiring adj filling with awe: an ~- 
inspiring ‘sight. 
lawe-stricken, 
with awe. 
lawe-some /-som/ adj causing awe. 

aw:-full /'s:fi/ adj 1 terrible; dreadful: He died 
an ~ death. 2 (informal) very bad; very great; 
extreme of its kind: What ап ~ nuisance! What 
~ handwriting|weather! 

aw:fully /'s:fli/ adv very (much): /t has been 
~ hot this week. Pm~ sorry. 

awhile /s'wail US: a'hwail/ adv for a short 
time: Please stay ~. 

awk-ward /'o:kwod/ adj 1 (of objects, 
places) not well designed for use; (of circum- 
stances, etc) likely to cause inconvenience or 
difficulty: This is an ~ corner; there have been 
several road accidents here. an awkward 
customer, © customer(2). 2 (of living 
things) clumsy; having little skill: Some ani- 
mals are ~ on land but able to move easily in the 
water. 3embarrassed: an ~ silence/ pause. 
awk-ward-ly adv 
awk-ward-ness п [0] 

awl /2:1/ п [С] small pointed tool for making 
holes, esp in leather. 

awning /'o:nin/ я [C,U] canvas covering 
(against rain or sun), eg over a ship’s deck, 
over or in front of doors or windows. 

awoke > awake. 

awry /э'га!/ adv, adj crooked(ly); wrong(ly): 
Our plans have gone ~, have gone wrong. 

axe /eks/ п [С] (pl ~s /'zksiz/) tool for cutting 
down trees or splitting wood. rave ап 'ахе 
to grind, (fig) have reasons to quarrel. а vt 
reduce, eg costs, public services; dismiss: His 
grant has been ~d. 

ax-iom /'zksiam/ и [С] statement accepted as 
true without argument. 
axio-matic /,eksio'‘meztik/ adj obviously 


lawe-struck adj fiiled 
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true: /t is ~atic that a whole is greater than any 
of its parts. 

axis /'eksis/ n [С] (p/ axes /'eksi:z/) 1 line 
round which a turning object spins. 2 line that 
divides a figure into two symmetrical parts, eg 
the diameter of a circle. 3 political connection 
(not aiways an alliance) between two or more 
states: the Berlin— Rome— Tokyo A~ (before 
1939). 
the earth's axis, the imaginary line joining 
the North and South Poles through the centre 
of the earth, on which the earth rotates once in 
twenty-four hours. 

axle /'zksI/n[C] 1 rod on which a wheel turns. 
2 bar or rod that passes through the centres of 
a pair of wheels: the back ~ of a bus. 

ay, aye /ai/ int, adv (Scot, regional) yes; 
(naval) used after an order: ~, ~, sir! опр 
persons supporting a proposal: The ~s have it, 
Those in favour are in the majority. 

az-ure /'230(r)/ adj, п [Ч] (poetic) bright blue 
colour: an~ sky. 


Bb 


В, b /bi:/ (p/ B's, b's /bi:z/) the second letter of 
the English alphabet. 

baa /ba:/ п [С] cry of a sheep or lamb. о vi 
make this cry; bleat. 

babble /'beb!/ vi,vz 1 talk quickly so that it is 
difficult to understand; make sounds like a 
baby, streams, etc. 2 tell (a secret): ~ (out) 
nonsense/secrets. п п [0] 1 childish or foolish 
talk. 2 talk not easily understood (as when 
many people are talking all together). 3 sound 
of water flowing over stones, etc. 

babe /beib/ п [С] 1 (literary) baby. 2 inex- 
perienced and easily deceived person. 3 (US 
sl) girl or young woman. 

babel /'beibl/ п [К] 1 the Tower of Вл, 
(Biblical) tower built to try to reach heaven 
during which language became mixed and 
confused. 2 [U] scene of noisy and confused 
talking. 

ba-boon /bo'bu:n US: be-/ п [C] large mon- 
key (of Africa and southern Asia) with a face 
like a dog. 

baby /'beibi/ л [С] (р/ -bies) 1 very young 
child: She has a ,~-'boy/'girl. Which of you is 
the ~ (= the youngest member) of the family? 
2 (s/) girl; sweetheart. 
'paby-face(d), (of an adult) (having а) 
youthful face. 
‚БаБу ‘grand, small grand piano. 
'baby-hood state, period, of being a baby. 
'baby-ish, of, like a baby: ~ish behaviour. 
'baby-minder, woman paid to look after a 
baby for long periods, (eg while the mother is 
out working). Hence, baby-mind vi. 


'baby-sit-ter, person paid to look after a 
baby for a short time, (eg while the parents are 
at the cinema). Hence, baby-sit vi (-tt-). 


bach-elor /'betfale(r)/ п [С] 1 unmarried 


man. > spinster. 2 of, suitable for, ап unmar- 
ried person: ~ flats. 3 (man or woman who 
has taken the) first university degree: B~ of 
Arts|Science. ; 


ba-cil-lus /bo'silas/ и [С] (pi -cilli /-la1/) name 


given to types of long bacterium, one of which 
causes disease. 


back! /bexk/ adverbial particle 1 to or at the 


rear; away from the front: Stand ~, please! Sit 
~ in your chair and be comfortable. go back 
on one’s word, fail to keep a promise. 2 in 
(to) an earlier position or condition: Throw the 
ball ~ to me. We shall be ~ (= home again) 
before dark. How far is it there and ~? 3 in re- 
turn: Jf J hit you, would you hit me ~? have/ 
get one’s 'own back (on sb), (informal) 
have one’s revenge. 4 (of time) ago; into the 
past: a few years ~. 


back? /bek/ п [С] 1 (of the human body) sur- 


face of fhe body from the neck to the buttocks: 
If you lie on your ~, you can look up at the sky. 
break the back of sth, (eg of a piece of 
work) finish the hardest or larger part of it. 
do/say sth behind sb‘s back, without his 
knowledge (always in connection with some- 
thing unpleasant, eg criticism). get off sb’s 
back, stop being a burden or nuisance. be 
glad to see the back of sb, feel pleased to 
see him go away. have/with one’s back to 
the wall, (fig) in a difficult position, forced 
to defend oneself. put one’s back into sth, 
work very hard at it. put/get $6 '$ back up, 
make him angry. turn one‘s back on sb, 
rudely turn away from him. 2 upper surface of 
an animal’s body: Fasten the saddle on the 
horse’s ~. 3 that part of a chair or seat on 
which a person’s back rests. 4 that surface of 
an object that is less used, less visible or impor- 
tant: the ~ of one’s hand. § that part of a thing 
that is farthest from the front: a room at ihe~ 
of the house. 6 (sport) player whose position is 
behind the forwards, near the goal. 
'back-ache, pain in the back. 
'back-bencher, member of Parliament in a 
seat at the back of the House of Commons be- 
cause he does not have a Government ap- 
pointment. Hence, 'back-benches 7 p/ 
'back-bite vi,vi say things to damage a per- 
son’s reputation. 

'bhack-bone, (a) column of bones down the 
middle of the back; spine. (b) (fiz) (of a per- 
son’s character)}strength: He has no ~bone. 
'back- breaking adj (of work) exhausting. 
'back-chat, (informa!) (exchange of) rude 
replies. 

jback:-'date vt date back to a time in the past: 
~ date a wage increase. 

iback 'door, door at the back of a building. 
iback:'fire п [0] sound caused by the pistons 
in an engine when gas explodes. о vi (a) рго- 


duce this sound. (b) (fig) fail; have an un- 
pleasant result. 
'back-ground, (a) that part of a view, scene, 
etc at the back. (b) existing or relevant condi- 
tions: the political ~ground. (c) person’s past 
experiences, education, etc. (d) in the back- 
ground, away from publicity; not being 
clearly seen or heard. 
'back-hand, stroke (in tennis, etc) with the 
back of the hand forward. 
'back-handed, adj (fig) not genuine, sarcas- 
tic: а »~handed'compliment. 
'back-ing, (a) help; support; body of sup- 
porters: The new leader has a large ~ing. (b) 
material used to form a support or lining to 
something. (c) music for a pop singer. 
'back-lash, (fig) (in social or race relations) 
unpleasant or violent reaction. 
'back-less adj (of a dress) not covering the 
back. 
'back-log, business affairs (eg correspon- 
dence) still to be attended to. 
'back-num-ber (a) issue of a newspaper, etc 
now out-of-date. (b) (fig) old-fashioned per- 
son, method, thing, etc. 
'back-pack, = rucksack 
jback-'pedal vi (a) (on a bicycle, etc) pedal 
backwards. (b) (fig) refuse to fulfill a pro- 
mise, offer, etc. 
iback 'seat, (of a car, etc) seat at the back. 
take a back seat, (fig) stay in the back- 
ground. 
jback.:'side, (informal) buttocks. 
jback-'stage, (in a theatre, etc) behind the 
Stage. 
'back-stroke, style of swimming on one’s 
back. 
'back-water, (a) part of a river not reached 
by its current. (b) (fig) place, etc not affected 
by progress, important events, etc: They live in 
a~water. 
iback:'yard, small area or garden at the back 
of a terraced house. 

back? /bzk/ vz,vi1 go or cause to go back: He 
~ed the car into/out of the garage. 2 support: 
~ a friend in an argument/quarrel. back sb 
up, support him in every way. 3 bet money on 
(a horse, etc). 4 back down (from), give up 
a claim, etc: / see йе has ~ed down from the 
position he took last week. back out (of), 
withdraw (from a promise or undertaking): 
He’s trying to ~ out (of his commitment). 5 put 
or be a lining to; put on as a surface at the 
back: ~ed with sheet iron. 6 be situated at the 
back of: Their house ~s on to our garden. 
backer, (a) person who bets on a horse. (b) 
person who gives support or help (eg to a pol- 
itical movement). (с) person who gives finan- 
cial support to an undertaking. 

back-gam-mon /'bekgemon/ и [U] game 
for two players, played on a board with 15 
draughts each and 2 dice. 

back-ward /'bekwod/ adj 1 towards the 
back or the beginning: a ~ glance/movement. 


41 


back / badge 


2 having made, making, less than the usual or 
normal progress: This part of the countrv is 
still ~; there are no railways or roads and no 
electricity. > backwater. 3 shy; reluctant; he- 
sitating: He is ~ in giving his views. 
back-ward(s) adv (a) away from one’s 
front; towards the back: He looked ~s over his 
shoulder. (b) with the back or the end first: 
Can you say the-alphabet ~(s), ie ZYXWV, 
etc? know sth backwards, know it per- 
fectly. backwards and forwards, first in 
one direction and then in the other: travelling 
~s and forwards between London and Brigh- 
ton. 

bacon /'beikan/ и [U] salted or smoked meat 
from the back or sides of a pig. 

bac-terial /bek'tiorial/ adj of bacteria: ~ 
diseases. 

bac-terium /bek'troriom/ и [С] (р/-па /-г1э/) 
(kinds of) simplest and smailest form of plant 
life, existing in air, water and soil, and in living 
and dead creatures and plants, essential to 
animal life and sometimes a cause of disease. 

bad! /bed/ adj (worse, worst) 1 wicked, evil, 
immoral: /t is ~ to steal. 2 unpleasant; dis- 
agreeable; unwelcome: We've had ~ news. 
What ~ weather we're having! 3 (of things that 
are unpleasant) serious; noticeable: That was a 
~ mistake. He’s had а ~ accident. 4 inferior; 
worthless; incorrect; of poor quality: His pro- 
nunciation of English is ~. What a ~ drawing! 
be in a bad ‘way, be very ill or unfortunate; 
be in trouble or difficulty. go from bad to 
'worse, get progressively worse. with bad 
grace, showing unwillingness. not (so) 
bad, (informal) quite good. not Ва! bad, 
very good. 5 not able to be eaten; rotten: ~ 
eggs/meat. go bad, become unfit to eat. 6 
bad for, hurtful or injurious for; unsuitable 
for: Smoking is ~ for the health. 7 in ill health, 
diseased: а ^ (= sore) finger. She was taken~ 
(= fell ill) during the night. 8 (informal) unfor- 
tunate: /t’s too ~ she’s so Ш. 9 (informal) 
sorry: / feel so ~ about not being able to help 
you. 
bad debt, one that is unlikely to be paid. 
bad language, swear-words; improper use 
of words connected with holy or things. 
jbad-'tempered adj easily made angry; un- 
pleasant. 
bad word, swear-word; obscenity. 
bad-ly adv (worse, worst) (Compare well, 
better, best.) (a) in a bad manner; roughly; 
untidily, etc: ~/y made/dressed] wounded. (b) 
by much: ~/y beaten at football. (с) want/ 
need badly, very much: She wants it ~ly. 
(d) badly off, poor. 
bad-ness п [0] quality of being bad: the 
~ness of the weather| climate. 

bad? /bed/ п [0] that which is bad: take the ~ 
with the good, take bad fortune with good for- 
tune. 

bade /bzd/ > bid*. 

badge /bed3/ п [С] something (usually a 
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design on cloth or a metal brooch) worn to 
show a person’s occupation, rank, etc or 
membership of a society. 

badger’ /'bed3a(r)/ п [С] small, grey animal 
living in holes in the earth and going about at 
night. 

badger? /'bed3a(r)/ vt worry or annoy (with 
questions, requests, etc for): Tom has been 
~ing his uncle to buy him a camera. 

bad-min-ton /'bedminton/ п [U] game 
played with rackets and shuttlecocks across a 
high, narrow net. 

baffie' /'bzfl/ vz be too difficult to do, under- 
stand, etc prevent (a person) from doing 
something: One of the examination questions 
~dme completely. 

baffle? /'befl/ n [С] plate, board, screen, etc 
used to prevent or control the flow of a gas, a 
liquid or sound. 

bag' /beg/ п [С] 1 container made of flexible 
material (paper, cloth, leather) with an open- 
ing at the top, used for carrying things from 
place to place: а 'travelling-~; a 'hand~. a 
bag of bones, thin person or animal. /et 
the cat out of the bag, tell a secret (with- 
out intending to do so). 2 bags of, (s/) plenty 
of: There’s ~s of room. He has ~s of money. 

bag?’ /beg/ vt,vi (-gg-) 1 put into a bag or 
bags: to ~ (up) wheat. 2 (of sportsmen) kill or 
catch: They ~ged nothing except a couple of 
rabbits. 3 (informal) take (somebody else’s 
property, etc without permission, but not in- 
tending to steal): Who has ~ged my matches? 
4 hang loosely: trousers that ~ at the knees. 

bag-gage /'begid3/ n[U] 1 luggage (the usu- 
al word). 2 tents, bedding, equipment, etc of 
ап army: a'~ train. 

baggy /'beg:/ adj (-ier, -iest) hanging in 
loose folds: ~ trousers. 

bag-pipes /'begpaips/ п p/ musical instru- 
ment with air stored in a bag of wind held un- 
der one arm and pressed out through pipes in 
which there are reeds. 

bah /ba:/ int used as a sign of contempt. 

Бай! /beil/ п [U] sum of money demanded by a 
law court, paid by or for a person accused of 
an offence, as security that he will appear for 
his trial, until which time he is allowed to go 
free. о vi bail $6 out, obtain his freedom 
until his trial, by payment of bail. 

bail? /beil/ и [C] (cricket) either of the two 
cross pieces over the three stumps. 

Бай? /beil/ уг. у throw water out of a boat with 
buckets, etc: ~ing water (out). 

bail-iff /'beilif/ и [С] 1 law officer who helps а 
sheriff. 2 landowner’s agent or manager. 

bait’ /beit/ п [U] 1 food, or an imitation, put 
on a hook to catch fish, or in nets, traps, etc to 
attract prey. 2 (fig) anything that entices or 
tempts. 

bait? /beit/ vz,vi 1 put food, real or imitation, 
(on a hook, etc) to catch fish, etc: ~ a hook 
with a worm. 2 torment by making cruel or 
insulting remarks. 


baize /beiz/ п [U] thick woollen cloth, usually 
green, used for covering (tables, etc): green ~ 
for the card-table. 

bake /beik/ vt,vi 1 cook, be cooked, by dry 
heat in an oven: ~ bread/cakes. 2 make or be- 
come hard by heating: The sun ~d the ground 
hard. 3 be warmed or tanned: We are baking in 
the sun. 

jbaking-'hot adj very hot: a ,baking-hot ‘day. 
'baking-powder, mixture of powders used 
to make bubbles of gas in cakes, etc and so 
cause them to rise(5). 

baker, person who bakes bread, etc. 
baker’s dozen, thirteen. 

bak-ery, place where bread and cakes are 
baked (and sold). 

bala-laika /,bzlo'laika/ п [С] (p/ ~s) stringed 
musical instrument (triangular, with three 
strings), popular in Russia and other coun- 
tries in eastern Europe. 

bal-ance’ /'bzlans/ п 1 [С] apparatus Го! 
weighing, with two scales or pans. be/hang 
in the balance, (fig) (of a result) be still un- 
certain. 2 [U] condition of being steady; con- 
dition that exists when two opposing forces 
are equal. in the balance, undecided. keep 
one’s balance, keep steady, remain up- 
right: A small child has to learn to keep its ~ 
before it can walk far. lose one’s balance, 
become unsteady; fall. balance of power, 
condition in which no one country or group of 
countries is much stronger than another. > 
redress. 3 [U] (art) harmony of design and 
proportion: a picture without ~. 4 (accounts) 
difference between two columns of an account 
(money received and money paid out, etc). on 
balance, (fig) taking everything into con- 
sideration. 5 amount still owed after a part 
payment: ~ to be paid within one week. 6 the 
~, (informal) the remainder of anything; what 
is left. 

'balance-sheet, (accounts) written state- 
ment showing credit and debit. 

'Ба!апсе wheel, small wheel which regu- 
lates the speed of a clock or watch. 

bal-ance? /'belans/ vt,vi 1 keep or put (some- 
thing, oneself) in a state of balance: Can you ~ 
a stick on the end of your nose? 2 (accounts) 
compare debits and credits and record the 
sum needed to make them equal; (of the two 
sides of a balance-sheet) be equal: My ac- 
counts ~. 3 compare (two objects, plans, ar- 
guments, etc) (in order to judge the relative 
weight, value, truth, etc). a balanced diet, 
one with the quantity and variety of food 
needed for good health. 

bal-cony /'belkan:/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 platform 
(with a wall or rail) built on an outside wall of 
an upstairs room. 2 (in a theatre or concert. 
hall) series of rows of seats above floor-level 
and (usually) rising one above the other. 

bald /bo:ld/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (of men) having 
no or not much hair on the scalp. 2 (of ani- 
mals) hairless; (of birds) featherless; (of trees) 
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leafless; (of land, 6$, etc) without trees or 
bushes. 3 (fiz) dull; without ornament: а ~ 
statement of the facts, one that gives the facts 
in an uninteresting way. 

bald-ly adv (fig): speaking ~ly; to put it ~ly, 
frankly, without trying to make what one says 
easier to bear. 

bald-nessn[U] 

bale’ /beil/ п [С] heap of maierial pressed 
together and tied with rope or wire: ~s of 
cloth. a vt make into, pack in, bales. 

bale* /beil/ vi baie out (ofj, jump with a 
parachute from an aircraft. 

balk, baulk /bo:k/ vt.vi 1 purposely get in 
the way of: ~ a person’s plans, prevent him 
from carrying them out. 2 (eg of a horse) re- 
fuse to go forward: The horse ~ed at the high 
hedge. 3 hesitate: Her husband ~ed at the 
expense of the plans she had made. 

bali’ /bo:1/ п [C] 1 any solid or hollow sphere 
as used in games ('foot~, 'tennis-~, 'cricket- 
~, etc). be on the ball, be alert, competent 
(in what one is doing). Keep the ball rol- 
ling. keep the conversation, etc going. play 
ball (with), (informal) co-operate: The 
management refused to play ~. 2 material 
gathered, rolled or wound into a round mass: 
a ~ of woollstring; a ‘snow~; а ‘meat~, of 
minced meat. 3 metal missile to be fired from a 
gun. 4round part: the ~ of the thumb, near the 
palm; the ~ of the foot, near the base of the big 
toe. о vi form into a ball; wind or squeeze into 
a bail. 

ball? /bo:1/ п [C] social gathering for dancing, 
with an organized programme, and (often) 
special entertainment. 

'ball-dress, woman’s long dress to be worn 
at balls. 
‘ball-room, large room for balls. 

bal-lad /‘bzlod/ п [С] song or poem, esp one 
that tells a story. 

bal-lade /bz'la:d/ n [С] 1 poem of stanzas 
with 7, 8 or 10 lines, each ending with the same 
chorus line. 2 musical composition with a ro- 
mantic theme. 

bal-last /'bezlost/ n [U] 1 heavy materia! (eg 
rock, iron, sand) put into a ship to keep it 
steady. 2 sand or other material carried in a 
balloon, to be thrown out to make the balloon 
go higher. 3 gravel, crushed rock, etc used to 
make a foundation for a road, esp a railway. с 
vt supply with ballast. 

bal-jer-ina /,bzlo'ri:na/ п [С] woman ballet 
dancer, esp one who takes one of the chief 
classical roles. 

Ба 4её /'belei/ п [СЧ] 1 dramatic 
performance by a group of dancers, without a 
dialogue or singing, illustrating a story. 2 the 
dancers: a member of the ~. 
the ballet, this kind of stage performance as 
an art. 

'ballet-dancer, person who dances in bal- 
lets. 

bai-lis-tic /bo'listik/ adj of rockets, bullets, 
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etc: intercontinental ~ missiles, long-range 
rockets for use in war. 

bal-lis-tics n p/ (used with a sing verb) study, 
science, of projectiles. 

bal-locn /bo'lu:n/ п [С] 1 bag or envelope 
filled with air, or with gas lighter than air. 2 (in 
a strip cartoon, etc) outline for dialogue, 
excilamations, etc. с vi swell like a balloon. 
hot-air balloon, large balloon of hot gas for 
travel in the air with a basket (for passengers, 
etc) below it. 

bal-icon-ist, person who flies in balloons. 

bal-iot лож n 1 [С] piece of paper (usually 
'~- paper), ticket or ball, used in secret voting; 
[9] secret voting; [С] instance of this. 2 [С] 
votes so recorded. o.vi give a vote: draw lots. 
'ballot-box, box into which ballot-papers 
are put by voters. 

ball-point /'bo:lpomt/ я [C] (also реп) 
pen with a small ball in place of a nib which 
rolls dry ink onto paper. 

balm /ba:m/ п [U] 1 sweet-smelling ой or 
ointment from certain kinds of trees, used for 
soothing pain or healing. 2 (fig) that which 
gives peace of mind. 

balmy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) (of air) soft and 
warm. (b) healing; fragrant. 

bal-us-ter /'belasta(r)/ п [С] one of the up- 
right posts supporting a handrail; (p/) banis- 
ters. 

bal-us-trade /,bzla'streid/ n [С] row of ban- 
isters with the stonework or woodwork that 
joins them on top, round a balcony, terrace, 
flat roof, etc. 

bam-boo / Бат: / и (p/ ~s) 1 [О] tall plant 
with hard, hollow, jointed stems, of the grass 
family. 2 [С] stem, used as a stick or support. 

bam-boozle /bem'bu:zl/ vt (informal) 1 
confuse: You can’t ~ те. 2 cheat, trick: bam- 
boozling him into|out of doing it. 

ban /ben/ vt (-nn-) order with authority that 
a thing must not be cone, said, etc: The play 
was ~ned by the censor. а п [С] order that bans 
something. 

ba-nal /ba'na:l US: 'beinal/ adj dull, ordinary 
and uninteresting: ~ remarks. 

ba-nana /ba'na:na US: ba'nena/ и [С] long, 
finger-shaped, thick-skinned (yellow when 
ripe) fruit growing in bunches on the banana- 
tree in tropicat and semi-tropical countries. 

band /bend/ и [<] 1 flat, thin strip of 
material, esp for fastening things together or 
for placing round an object to strengthen it: 
papers kept together with a rubber ~. 2 flat, 
thin strip of materia! forming part of an article 
of clothing: a long skirt with a wide 'waist~. 3 
strip or line, different from the rest in colour 
or design, on something: a white plate with a 
blue ~ round the edge. 4 group of persons un- 
der a leader and with a common purpose: a ~ 
of robbers. 5 group of persons who play popu- 
lar or light music together: a ,brass '~; ‘dance 
~; a'jazz ~; a'steel~. 6 = wave-band. a 
vt,vi 1 put a band, strip or line on. 2 unite ina 
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group: They ~ed together to protest. 
'band-stand, raised, open-air platform Гога 
band(5). 

Бапа-м/адоп, vehicle carrying the band(5) 
at the front of a procession. jump on the 
bandwagon, join in but only because suc- 
cess is guaranteed. 

ban-dage /'bendid3/ п [С] strip of material 
as used for binding round a wound or injury. о 
vi tie up with, wrap in, a bandage. 

ban-dit /'bendit/n[C] robber, one of an arm- 
ed band (eg attacking travellers in forests or 
mountains or, today, banks and offices). 

bandy' /'bendi/ adj (of the legs) curving out- 
wards at the knees. 

bandy? /'bendi/ vt exchange (words, blows). 
have one’s name bandied abcut, be 
talked about in an unfavourable way, be a 
subject for gossip. 

bang' /ben/ n [С] violent blow; sudden, loud 
noise: He fell and got anasty ~ on the head. He 
always shuts the doer with a ~. о vt,vi 1 hit 
violently; shut with a noise: He ~ed at the 
door. He ~ed his fist on the tabie. Dow t ~ the 
lid down. The door ~ed shut. 2 make a loud 
noise: The guns ~ed away. о adv, int go 
bang. explode with a loud noise. hang т 
the middle, exactly in the middle. 

banger /‘benoa(r)/ 1 (s/) 1 sausage. 2 noisy 
firework. 3 old, worn car. 

bangle /'beng!/ [С] band worn as jewelry. 

ban-ish /'benif/ vi 1 send away, esp out of 
the country, as a punishment: He was ~ed 
from the city. 2 put away from, out of (the 
mind): ~ care. 

banish-ment n[U] 

ban-is-ter /'benisto(r)/ и (pl) posts with a 
piece across the top for a staircase; [C] one of 
the posts. 

banjo /ben'dzou/ п [C] (pl ~s or ~es) 
musical instrument played by pulling the 
strings with the fingers. 

bank’ /benk/n[C]1 land along each side of a 
river or canal; ground near a river: A river 
flows between its ~s. 2 sloping land or earth, 
often forming a border or division: There were 
flowers growing on the ~s on each side of the 
country lanes. 3 (also 'sandbank) part of the 
seabed higher than its surroundings, but 
covered with enough water for ships except at 
low tide. 4 flat-topped mass of cloud, snow, 
etc esp one formed by the wind: The sun went 
down behind a ~ of clouds. 5 artificial slope 
made so that a car can go round a curve with 
less risk. 

bank? /benk/ vt,vil bank (up), (a) make or 
form into banks, © 4 above: The snow has 
~ed up. (В) heap up (the fire in a fireplace or 
furnace) with coa!, etc so that the fire burns 
slowly for along time. 2 (of a motor-car or air- 
craft) travel with one side higher than the 
other (eg when turning). 

bank? /benk/ п [С] 1 establishment for keep- 
ing money, valuables safely, the money being 


paid out on the customer’s order (by means of 
cheques): have money in the ~, have savings. 
> run'(6). 2 (place for storing) supplies: a 
'biood-~. 

'bank-account, arrangement for keeping 
money ina bank. 

jbank 'holiday, day (except Sundays) when 
banks are closed by law. 

'bank-note, piece of paper money. 
'bank-robber, person who steals from a 
bank. 

‘bank-roll, (person’s) ready cash. 

bank’ /benk/ vt.vi 1 place (money) in a 
bank3(1): He ~s half his salary every menth. 2 
keep money in a bank: Who do you ~ with? 3 
bank on/upon, depend on: Гт ~ing on 
your help. 

banker, person who owns or is a partner ina 
joint-stock bank, or is a governor or director 
of a bank. 

bank-ing, business of keeping a bank: ~ing 
hours, 10am to 3pm. 

bank-ruptcy /'benkrapsi/ м (р/ -ies) 1 [U] 
bankrupt condition. 2 [C] instance of this. 

bank-rupt /‘benkrapt/ и [С] (/egal) person 
judged by a law court to be unable to pay his 
debts in full, his property being distributed for 
the benefit of his creditors. с adj 1 unable to 
pay one’s debts. 2 completely without: ~ in 
ideas. vtmake bankrupt. 

ban-ner /'bena(r)/ п [С] 1 flag or announce- 
ment, usually on two poles, carried in (eg pol- 
itical) processions, making known principles, 
beliefs, etc. 2 flag (now chiefly fig): the ~ of 
freedom. 

ban-nis-ter /'benista(r)/ и [С] = banister. 

banns /benz/ п р/ public announcement in 
church that two persons are to be married: put 
up|publish the ~; have one’s ~ called. 

ban-quet /'benkwit/ п [С] elaborate meal, 
usually for a special event, at which speeches 
are made: a 'wedding ~. о vt,vi give or take 
part in a banquet. 

ban-tam /'bentom/ п [С] 1 kind of small 
domestic fowl, esp the cock, which fights. 2 
boxer between 112 and 118 pounds. 

ban-ter /'‘benta(r)/ vi.vi tease in a playful 
way.on[U] good-humoured teasing. 

bao-bab /'beiabeb (05: 'baubeb/ и [С] tree 
of tropical Africa with a trunk that grows to 
an enormous Size. 

bap-tism /'beptizom/ и 1 [U] ceremony of 
sprinkling a person with, or immersing a per- 
son in, water, accepting him as a member of 
the Christian Church and (usually) giving him 
a naine or names (in addition to the family 
name); [С] instance of this: There were six ~s 
at this church last week. 2 (fig) first experience 
of a new kind of life: a soldier's ~ of fire, his 
first experience of warfare. 

bap-tis-mal /bep'tizmal/ adj of baptism: ~al 
walter. 

Bap-tist /'beptist/ и [С] one of those Chris- 
tians who object to infant baptism and believe 
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that baptism should be by immersicn and at 
an age when a person 15 old enough to under- 
stand the meaning of the ceremony. 
bap-tize (also -ise) /bep'taiz/ vi give bapt- 
ism to: He had been ~d a Reman Catholic. 
bar’ /ba:(r)/ п [С] 1 long-shaped piece of hard, 
stiff material (eg metal, wood, soap, choc- 
olate}. 2 length of wood or metal across a 
door, window or gate: He was placed behind 
° prison ~S, put into a prison cell. 3 (in a hotel, 
pub, etc) room, counter, where drinks (such as 
beer and spirits) are served. 4 counter at which 
meals, etc are served and also eaten: a 'coffee 
~. 5 barrier (across a road) that could not be 
passed (in former times) until a sum cf money 
(cailed a toll) was paid: a ‘toll ~. 6 bank or 
ridge of sand, etc across the mouth of a river 
or the entrance to a bay: The ship crossed the 
~ safely. 7 (fig) barrier or obstacle; thing that 
hinders or stops progress: Poor heaith may be 
а ~ to success in life. 8 narrow band (of col- 
our, light, etc): As the sun went down, there was 
a~ of red across the western sky. 9 (music) ver- 
tical line across the stave marking divisions of 
equa! value in time; one of these divisions and 
the notes in it: the opening ~s of the National 
Antkem. 10 barrier in a law court, separating 
the part where the business is carried on from 
the part for spectators. the prisoner at the 
bar, the accused person. 
the Bar, profession of barrister; barristers. 
be called to the Bar, be received as a mem- 
ber of the Bar. 
'bar-maid, woman who serves drinks at a 
bar(3). 
'bar-man, man who does this. 
'bar-ten-der, barmaid or barman. 
bar? /ba:(r)/ уг (-rr-) 1 fasten (a door, gate, etc) 
with а bar or bars'(2}. 2 keep in or out: He 
~red himself in, fastened doors, windows, etc 
_ $0 that no one could enter the building. 3 ob- 
struct: Soldiers were ~ring the way and we 
couldr t go any farther. 4 ban: ~ a person from 
a competition, order that he shal! not take 
pari. 
bar? /ba:(r)/, bar-ring /'ba:rin/ prep (infor- 
mal) except: We shai! arrive at noon ~ring ac- 
cidenis, unless there are accidents. Bar 'none, 
without exception. bar ‘one, except one. 
barb /ba:b/ п [С] curving point of an arrow, 
spear, fish-hook, etc. 
barbed aaj having a barb or barbs: ~ed wire, 
wire with short, sharp points at intervais, used 
for fences, etc. 
bar-bar-tan /ba:'beanen/ adj uncivilized or 
uncultured. оля [С] barbarian person. 
bar-baric /ba:'berik/ adj 1 of or like bar- 
barians. 2 rough and rude (esp in art and 
taste). 
bar-bar-ism /'ba:barizam/-n 1 [U] state of 
being uncivilized, ignorant or rude: living т 
~.2([C] instance of this. 
bar-bar-ity /ba:'bersti/ и (pi -ies) 1 [U] sav- 
age cruelty. 2 [С] instance of this: rhe barbari- 
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lies of modern warfare, eg the bombing of 
cities. 

bar-bar-ize (also -rise) /'ba:bora:z/ vt make 
barbarous. 

bar-bar-ous /'ba:baras/ adj uncivilized; 
cruel; savage; unrefined in taste, conduct or 
habits. 
bar-bar-ous-ly adv 

bar-be-cue /'ba:bikju:/ и [С] 1 grill, iron 
framework, for cooking an animal whole. 2 
(outdoor) social occasion at which food 
cooked over a charcoal fire is eaten. 0 vt roast 
(meat, etc) in this way. 

bar-ber /'ba:ba(r)/ и [С] person whose trade is 
shaving and cutting men’s hair. 

bar-bitu-rate /ba:'bitfurat/ п [СО] (chem) 
(kinds of) substance causing sleep; pill for set- 
tling the nerves or inducing sleep. 

bard /ba:d/ п [С] (literary) poet: the B~ of 
Avon, Shakespeare. 
bar-dic adj of bards or their songs. 

bare’ /Ъеэ(г)/ adj (-r, -st) 1 without clothing, 
covering, protection, or decoration: fight with 
~ hands, without boxing gloves; in his ~ skin, 
naked; ~ fioors, without carpets, rugs, etc; a 
~ hillside, without shrubs or trees. Jay bare, 
uncover, expose, make known (something 
secret or hidden). 2 not more than: the ~ 
necessities of life, things needed just to keep 
alive; earn a ~ living, only just enough money 
to live on: approved by a ~ majority, a very 
small one..- 
'bare-back adv (of a horse) ridden without a 
saddle: ride ~back. 
'ibare-faced adj insolent; ЕО undis- 
guised: /’5 ,~faced 'robbery to ask £15 for 
such an old bicycle! 
'bare-foot adv without shoes and socks: be/ 
go/walk ~foot. 
ibare-'footed adj with bare feet. 
ibare-'headed adj not wearing a hat. 
bare-ly adv only just; scarcely: We ~/y had 
time to catch the train. I~ly know her. 
bare-ness п [0] 

bare? /bea(r)/ vt uncover; reveal: ~ one’s 
head, take one’s hat off. bare one’s heart, 
make known one’s deepest feelings. bare it’s 
teeth, (of an anima!) show them in anger. 

bar-gain /'ba:ginj п [С] 1 agreement to buy, 
sell or exchange something, made after discus- 
sion. a good/bad bargain, one that 
favours/does not favour oneself. into the 
bargain, as well; ш addition; moreover. 
drive а hard bargain, try to force an agree- 
ment very favourable to oneself. make/ 
strike a bargain, reach agreement. 2 (:n in- 
dustry) agreement between management and 
labour over wages, hours, etc; something ob- 
tained as the result of such an agreement. 3 
thing offered, sold or bought cheap: '~- 
basement, lowest floor of a shop, where goods 
are offered at reduced prices; ~ price, low 
price. с угу: 1 talk for the purpose of reaching 
an agreement (about buying or selling, doing a 
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piece of work, etc): We ~ed with the farmer for 
a supply of milk and butter. 2 bargain away. 
give up in return for something; sacrifice: ~ 
away one’s freedom, give it up in return for 
some advantages or other. bargain for, be 
ready or willing to accept or agree to: He got 
more than he ~ed for, (informal) was un- 
pleasantly surprised. J didn’t ~ for John arriv- 
ing so soon, didn’t expect it. 

barge’ /ba:d3/ п [С] 1 large flat-bottomed 
boat for carrying goods and people on rivers 
and canals, pulled by a tug or horse; similar 
boat with its own engine. 2 warship’s boat, for 
the use of the officers. 

barge? /ba:d3/ vi (informal) 1 barge into/ 
against, rush or bump heavily into/against. 
2 barge about, move clumsily, without 
proper control of one’s movements or without 


саге. 3 barge in/into, rudely interrupt: Stop © 


barging into our private conversation. 

bari-tone /'beritaun/ п [С] male voice be- 
tween tenor and bass. 

bari! /ba:k/ п [0] outer coverings or skin on 
the trunks, boughs and branches of trees. а vi 
1 take the bark off (a tree). 2 scrape the skin 
off (one’s knuckles, knee, etc) (by falling, etc). 

bark? /ba:k/ п [C,U] 1 the cry made by dogs 
and foxes; 2 (fig) sound of a deep cough or an 
angry voice. His bark is worse than his 
bite, He is not as dangerous as he pretends to 
be. с vi,vt 1 (of dogs, etc) give a bark or barks: 
The dog ~s at strangers. bark up the 
wrong tree, (fig) direct one’s anger, accusa- 
tion, etc wrongly. 2 say (something) in a fierce, 
commanding voice: The officer ~ed (out) his 
orders. 

bar-ley /'ba:li/ п [U] grass-like plant and its 
seed (called grain), used for food and for mak- 
ing beer and whisky. 

barmy /'ba:mi/ adj (ier, -iest) (informal) 
mad; foolish. 

barn /ba:n/ п [С] covered building for storing 
hay, grain, etc ona farm. 
'barn dance, kind of country dance. 
'barn-yard, = farmyard. 

bar-nacle /'ba:nok!/ и [С] small sea-animal 
that fastens itself to rocks, the bottoms of 
ships, ес. 

ba-rom-eter /bs!romita(r)/ п [С] 1 instru- 
ment for measuring the pressure of the 
atmosnhere, used for forecasting the weather 
and measuring height above sea-level. 2 (fig) 
something which forecasts changes (eg in pub- 
lic opinion, market prices). 
baro-met-ric /, bzra'metrik/ adj 

bar-on /'beron/ и [С] 1 (СВ) member of the 
lowest rank of Peer. 2 (US) great industria! 
leader: 'oil/-~s. 

bar-on-ess /'beronis/ n [С] baron’s wife; 
woman who is a baron in her own right. 

bar-onet /'berenit/ и [С] member of the 
lowest hereditary titled order, lower in rank 
than a baron but above a knight; shortened to 
Bart, as Sir John Williams, Bart. 
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baro-nial /ba'rsuniai/ adj of, suitable for, 
noblemen. 

ba-roque /ba'rok/ я, adj (of the) ornamental 
or extravagant styic in the arts (esp archi- 
tecture) in Europe in the 17th and 18th cen- 
turies. 

bar-rack /'berak/ уг, у: shout and laugh rude- 
ly at; make cries of protest against. 

bar-racks /'beroks/ n p/large building(s) for 
soldiers to live in. 

bar-rage /‘bera:3 US: bo'ra:3/ п [С] 1 arti- 
ficial obstacle built across a river for storing 
water to be diverted into canals for irrigation 
(as on the Nile). & dam’. 2 (mil) barrier made 
by heavy, continuous gunfire directed onto a 
given area. 

barred /ba:d/ pt.pp of bar?. 

bar-rei /'beral/ и [С] 1 round container, made 
of curved strips of wood with bands or hoops, 
or of plastic; the amount that a barrel holds. 2 
metal tube of a rifle, revolver or pistol. а vr 
(-1-) put in a barrel or barrels. 
iparrel-organ, instrument from which mu- 
sic is produced by turning a cylinder to make tt 
act mechanically on keys. 
bar-rel-ied adj stored in a barrel: ~/ed beer. 

раг.геп /'beran/ adj 1 (of land) not able to 
produce crops. 2 (of plants, trees) not produc- 
ing fruit or seeds. 3 (of women, animals) un- 
able to have young ones. 4 (fig) without value, 
interest or result: а ~ discussion. 

bar-ri-cade |,beri'keid/ п [С] barrier of ob- 
jects (eg sacks of sand) in front of something 
as a defence. с vt block (a street, doorway, 
etc): They ~d themselves in. 

bar-rier /'berio(r)/ я [К] 1 something (eg a 
rail, gate, turnstile) that prevents or controls 
progress or movement: The Sahara Desert is a 
natural ~ that separates North and Central Af- 
rica. Show your ticket at the ~, eg in a railway 
station. 2 limit or boundary: the 'sound-~. 3 
(fig) obstruction: Poor health and no money 
may both he ~s to educational progress. 

bar-ring /'ba:rin/ > bar®. 

bar-ris-ter /'beristo(r)/ и [С] (not US) 
lawyer who has the right to speak and argue in 
higher law courts. > counsel'(3). 

bar-row /'berau/ я 1 = wheelbarrow. 2 
small cart with two wheels, pulled or pushed 
by hard. 3 metal frame with two wheels used 
by porters for luggage (at railway-stations, in 
hoteis, etc). 

bar-ter /'ba:ta(r)/ угу? exchange (goods, 
property, etc) (for other goods, etc): ~ wieat 
for machinery; (fig) ~ away one’s rights| 
honour! freedom, ie make a bad or foolish bar- 
gain. on{U] exchange made in this way. 
bar-terer, person who barters. 

Базе! /beis/ 7 [С] 1 lowest part of anything, 
esp the part on which a thing rests or is sup- 
ported: the ~ of a pillar. 2 place at which arm- 
ed forces, expeditions, etc have their stores, 
hospitals, etc: а 'naval ~; а ~ camp, eg for an 
expedition. 3 (geometry) line or surface on 
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which a figure stands or can stand: BC is the~ 
of the triangle A BC. 4 (maths) number (usual- 
ly 10) which is the starting point for a 
numerical system. 5 (chem) substance which 
combines with an acid to form a salt and water 
only; substance into which other things are 
mixed. 6 (baseball) one of four stations or pos- 
itions. 
base-less adj without cause or reason: ~/ess 
fears. 

base? /beis/ vt base on/upon, use as a basis 
for: Direct taxation is usually ~d on income. 

base? /beis/ adj (of persons, their behaviour, 
thoughts, etc) dishonourabie: acting from ~ 
motives. 
base metal, non-precious metal. 

base-ball /'beisbo:!/ и [U] popular game of 
the US, Japan, etc played with a bat and ball, 
by two teams of nine players each, on a field 
with four bases. 

base-meinit /'beismant/ и [С] lowest part of a 
building, partly or wholly below ground level; 
inhabited room(s) in this part. 

bases /'beisiz/1 p/ of basis. 2 p/ of base’. 

bash /beJ/ vt (informal) strike heavily so as to 
break or injure: ~ in the lid ога Бох; ~ him on 
the head with a stick; ~ one’s head in the dark. 
ой [С] violent blow or knock: / gave hina~ 
on the nose. have 2 bash at sth, (s/) attempt 
it. 

bash-ful /'beffl/ adv shy (the usual word). 
bash-fully /-foli/ adv 

basic /'beisik/ adj of or at the base or start; 
fundamental: the ~ vocabulary of a language, 
the words that must be known. 
ba-si-cally /-kli/ adv fundamentally. 

basil /'bezl/ п [U] sweet-smelling herb like 
mint, used in cooking. 

ba-sil-ica /bo'ziliko/ п [С] (pl ~s) 1 oblong 
hall divided by rows of columns (used in an- 
cient Rome as a law court). 2 building of this 
type used as a church: the ~ of St Peter’s in 
Rome. 

basin /'beisn/ и [С] 1 round, open dish for 
holding liquids; its contents. & wash-basin. 2 
bowl for preparing or serving food in. 3 hol- 
low place where water collects (eg a stone 
structure at the base of a fountain, a deep pool 
at the base of a waterfall, deep part of a har- 
bour). 4 area of country drained by a river and 
its tributaries: the Thames ~. 

basis /'beisis/ n [С] (р! bases /-si:z/} 1 sub- 
stance into which others are mixed; most im- 
portant part of a mixture. 2 (usually fig) foun- 
dation: arguments that have a firm ~, that are 
easily supported by facts; On the ~ of our sales 
forecasts (= From what these show) we may 
make a profit next year. 

bask /ba:sk US: besk/ vi 1 enjoy warmth and 
light: sitting in the garden, ~ing in the sunshine. 
2 (fig) enjoy (approval, success, etc): ~ing in 
her approval. 

bas-ket /'ba:skit US: 'beskit/ п [С] 1 con- 
tainer, usually made of materials that bend 
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and twist easily (canes, rushes): a 'shopping ~; 
a ,waste-'paper ~. 2 as much as a basket holds: 
They atea~ of plums. 

bas-ket-ball /‘ba:skitbo:1 US: 'bes-/ п [U] 
indoor game played by two teams of five play- 
ers (men) who try to throw a large ball into 
baskets fixed 10 feet above the ground at each 
end of the court. 

bas-relief /,bes ri'li:f/ и [9] (= low relief) 
flat surface of metal or stone which is cut away 
so that a design or picture stands out as ona 
сот; [С example of this. | 

bass’ /'bes/ п [С] (р/ unchanged) kinds of fish 
(perch) used as food, caught in rivers, lakes 
and in the sea. 

bass? /beis/ adj deep-sounding; low in tone. о 
п [С] lowest part in music (voice and instru- 
ments); singer or instrument with lowest 
notes. 

bas-soon /bo'su:n/ п [С] musical wind- 
instrument with double reeds made of wood, 
giving very low notes. 

bas-tard /'ba:stad US: 'bes-/ п [©] 1 ille- 
gitimate child: a ~ child/daughter/son. 2 № 
(vulgar) (used as a term of abuse) ruthless, in- 
sensitive person: He’s a real ~, leaving his wife 
in that way. 3 (used without abuse): Harry, 
you old ~! Fancy meeting you here! 4 К unfor- 
tunate man: Poor ~! He’s been sacked and he 
won't find another job very easily. 5 А (of an 
incident, etc} annoying, very bad, ete: This is a 
~ of a headachelessay. 6 (of things) not ge- 
nuine or authentic. 

baste’ /beist/ vz sew cloth with long stitches. 

baste? /beist/ vt pour fat, juices, etc over meat 
which come from it during cooking. 

bas-tion /'bestion/ и [С] 1 (often five-sided) 
part of a fortification that stands out from the 
rest. 2 (fig) very strong part of defence. 

Бай /bet/ п [C] small, blind animal like a 
mouse with large wings that flies at night and 
feeds on fruit and insects. as blind as a bat, 
unable to see, not seeing, clearly. 

bat? /bet/ п [С] 1 shaped wooden implement 
for striking the ball in games, eg cricket and 
baseball. do sth off one’s own bat, (fig) 
do it without help. 2 = batsman: He’s a useful 
~.0 vi,vi (-tt-) use a bat: Green ~ted for two 
hours, was at the wicket for two hours. 
'bats-man, (a) (cricket) player who bats: 
Не’5 a good ~sman but no good as a bowler. 
(b) man who uses a pair of bats (like those 
used in table-tennis) to guide an aircraft as it 
lands. 

bat? /bet/ ›: (-tt-) not bat an 'eyelid, (a) 
not sleep at all. (b) not show any surprise. 

batch /betf/ пл [С] 1 number of persons or 
things receiving attention as a group: a ~ of 
letters to be answered. 2 number of loaves, 
cakes, etc baked together: baked in ~es of 
twenty. 

bath /ba:6 US: be6/ п (pl ~s /ba:dz US: 
Ъ=б?/) 1 [С] washing of the body, by sitting or 
lying in water: J shall have a hot ~ and go to 
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bed. 2 [0] water for a bath: Your ~ is ready. 3 
[<] (container for) liquid in which something 
is washed or dipped. 4 (p/) building, rooms, 
where baths may be taken, often with a large 
indoor swimming pool: public swimming ~s; 
the Turkish ~s. 5 = bathtub. с vt,vi1 give a 
bath to: ~ the baby. 2 have a bath. 
;Bath-'chair, three-wheeled chair for an т- 
valid, pushed or pulled by hand. 
'bath-room, room in which there is a bath. 
'bath-tub, oblong vessel in which baths are 
taken. 

bathe /bei6/ v/,vi 1 apply water to; soak in 
water; put in water: The doctor told him to ~ 
his eyes twice a day. 2 go into the sea, a river, 
lake, etc for sport, swimming, to get cool, etc. 
3 be bathed in, be made wet or bright all 
over: Her face was ~d in tears. © also sun- 
bathe. о л swimming, etc in the sea, a river, 
lake, etc: Let’s go fora~. 
bather /'be1da(r)/, person who bathes. 

bath-ing /'beidin/ и [U] act or practice of go- 
ing into the sea to swim, etc: The ~ here is safe, 
It is safe to swim here. 
'bathing-costume, one-piece article of 
clothing worn by women and girls for swim- 
ming. 

ba-tik /‘betik/ 1 1 [О] method (originally in 
Java) of printing coloured designs on textiles 
by waxing the parts not to be dyed. 2 [C] piece 
of cloth dyed in this way. 

bat-man /'bztmon/ я [С] (p/ -men) (GB mil) 
army officer’s personal servant. _ 

baton /'beton US: ba'ton/ п [С] 1 police- 
man’s short, thick stick, used as a weapon. 2 
short, thin stick as used by the conductor of a 
band or an orchestra. 

bats /bets/ adj (s/) mad; eccentric. 

bat-tal-ion /bo'tzlion/ п [С] army unit made 
up of several companies and forming part of a 
regiment or brigade. 

bat-ten /'betn/ и [С11 long board, eg used to 
keep other boards in place, or to which other 
boards are nailed. 2 (on a ship) strip of wood 
or metal used to fasten down covers over a 
hatch. с vt batten down, make secure with 
battens. 

bat-ter' /'beta(r)/ угу strike hard and often; 
beat out of shape: Let’s ~ the door down. He 
was driving a badly ~ed old car. 
'bat-ter-ing ram, (mi/) big, heavy log with 
an iron head (formerly) used for knocking 
down walls. 

bat-ter? /'beto(r)/ п [U] beaten mixture of 
flour, eggs, milk, ete for cooking. 

bat-tery /'betori/ и [С] (p/ -ies) 1 group of 
connected electric cells from which current 
well flow: This transistor radio has four small 
batteries. 2 army unit of big guns, with men 
and vehicles. 3 group of big guns on a war- 
ship, or for coastal defence. 4 set of similar 
utensils or instruments used together: a ~ of 
lenses/ovens. 5 assault and battery, > as- 
sault. 6 series of boxes, etc in which hens are 


kept for laying eggs or for fattening: ~ hens. 

battle /'bet!l/ n 1 [С] fight, esp between ог- 
ganized and armed forces. die in battle, die 
fighting. 2 [С] (fig) any struggle: the ~ of life. 3 
[U] victory; success: Youth is half the ~, 
Youthful strength brings likelihood of suc- 
cess. а vi struggle: battling against poverty 
They ~d with the winds and waves. 
'battle-axe, (a) axe with a long handle, for- 
merly used as a weapon. (b) (informal) ag- 
gressive, strict, older woman. 
'battie-cruiser, large, fast cruiser with 
heavy guns and lighter armour than a battle- 
ship. 
'battle-dress, soldier’s uniform. 
'battle-field, place where a battle is or was 
fought. 
'battle-ship, large kind of warship, with big 
guns and heavy armour. 

battle-ments /'betimants/ и р/ flat roof of 
a tower or castle with openings through which 
to shoot. 

batty /'bet:/ adj(s/) crazy; slightly mad. 

bauble /'bo:b!/ п [С] pretty, bright and pleas- 
ing ornament of little value. 

baulk /b9:k/ <> balk. 

baux-ite /'bo:ksait/ и [U] clay-like substance 
from which aluminium is obtained. 

bawd /bo:d/ и [С] (o/d use) woman who keeps 
a brothei. 
bawd. ily /-ali/ adv 
bawdy adj (-ier, -iest) (of talk, persons) vul- 
gar; using rude subjects to laugh at, etc: ~y 
talk|stories. 

Бамл /bo:l/ vt,vi shout or cry loudly: The 
frightened child ~ed for help. 

bay’ /bei/ и [С] (also '~-tree,'~ laurel) kind of 
tree or shrub with leaves that are used in cook- 
ing and are spicy when crushed. 

bay? /be1/ п [С] part of the sea or of a large 
lake, enclosed by a wide curve of the shore: 
Hudson Br. 

bay? /Ъег/ и [С]1 space between pillars that di- 
vide a wall, building etc. 2 extension of a room 
beyond the line of one or two of its walls; re- 
cess. 3 compartment in an aircraft: the 'homb 
~. 4 part of a college campus, etc for those 
who are ill or injured: the 'sick-~. 5 compart: 
ment in a warehouse, barn etc for storing 
things: Clear No 3 ~ to make room for new 
stock. 

bay’ /bei/ и [С] long, deep bark, esp of hounds 
while hunting. Keep/hold $6 at bay, keep 
an enemy, etc at a distance; prevent him from 
coming too near. п vi (esp of large dogs, 
hounds) bark with a deep note, esp continu- 
ously, when hunting. 

bay? /be:/ adj, и [С] reddish-brown (horse): Не 
was riding adark ~. 

bay-onet /'beionit/ п [С] blade like a dagger 
that can be fixed to the muzzle of a rifle. o vt 
stab with a bayonet. 

ba-zaar /bo'za:(r)/ п [C] 1 shop for the sale of 
cheap goods of great variety. 2 (place where 
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there is a) sale of goods for charitable pur- 
poses: a church ~. 3 (in Iran, India and other 
Eastern countries) street of workshops and 
shops; that part of a town where the markets 
and shopping streets are. 

ba-zoo-ka /ba!zu:ka/ и [С] (p/ ~s) portable 
weapon for firing armour-piercing rockets. 

Бе! /bi:/ vi (present tense ат /after ‘I : т other- 
wise. эт, strong form: ет], is /2 Би! s after р, 
t, К, f, 0, strong form: 12|, are /a(r) strong form: 
a:(r)/; pt was /waz strong form: woz/, were 
/wa(r) strong form: \з:(г)/; contracted forms, 
"т /aim/, he’s /hi:z/, she’s /fi:z/, it’s /1ts/, 
we're /wia(r)/, you're /jua(r)/, they're 
[деэ(г)/; negatives isn't /'iznt/, aren't /a‘nt/, 
wasn't /'woznt/, weren't = /wa:nt/; 
present participle being — /'biin/, pp 
been /bi:n US: bin/) 1 (used with a noun ог 
pronoun, identifying or asking about the sub- 
ject): Today is Monday. Is Peter a teacher|a 
Catholic? 2 (used with an adjective or a prepos- 
ition, in descriptions): The world is round. He’s 
ten years old. 3 (used with a preposition or ad- 
verbial particle of place): The lamp is on the 
table. Mary's upstairs. 4 (used with а noun ога 
preposition, showing possession): The money’s 
not yours, it’s John’s. 

be? /bi:/ vi (For pronunciations, etc D be’) 
(showing a change from one quality, place, etc 
to another): He wants to be (= become) a fire- 
man when he grows up. You can be (= get) 
there in five minutes. 

Без /bi:/ vi (For pronunciations, etc © Бе') 1 
(used with there): There’s a bus-stop down the 
road. There were six of us. 2 (used with there, 
meaning ‘exist’): There is a God. 3 go; come 
(esp the pp been): I ve been to see my uncle. He 
has been to Paris. Has the postman been (= 
called) yet? for the time being, until some 
other arrangement, etc is made: You can stay 
in our house for the time being. & also being. 
the...to-'be, the future...: the ,bride 10-е. 
‘would-be, who wishes to be or imagines 
himself to be: a »would-be ‘poet. 

be‘ /bi:/ auxiliary verb (used with other verbs) 
(For pronunciations, etc & be') 1 (used with 
present participles to form the progressive or 
continuous tenses): They are/were reading. | 
shail be seeing him soon. What have you been 
doing this week? 2 (used with a pp to form the 
passive): He was killed in the war. 3 (ased with 
a fo-infinitive) (a) (= must or ought, showing 
duty, necessity, etc): You are io be congratu- 
lated. (b) intention: They are to be married in 
May. (с) mutual arrangement: Every member 
oj йе party was to pay his own expenses. (a) 
the expressed wish of another person: At what 
time ст i(= do you want me) to be there? 

be- /bi-/ prefix 1(~ + verb = verb): ali over; 
all around; in all directions: bedeck. 2 (~ + 
noun or adj = verb) make, become: befriend. 3 
(+ vi = vt): bemoan. 

beach /bi:tf/ п [С] coastline covered with 
sand or pebbles. с у! push ог pull (a boat, а 
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ship) up on to the shore or beach. 

ipeach ball, large light-weight one used for 
games on the beach. 

'beach-comber /-ksuma(r)/, (а) long wave 
rolling in from the sea. (b) man who makes a 
poor living on the waterfront in ports in the 
Pacific. 

ibeach-head, fortified position established 
опа beach by an invading army. 
'beach-wear, clothes for sunbathing, swim- 
ming, etc. 

bea-con /'bi:kan/ п [С] 1 (old use) (also '~- 
fire) fire lit ona hill-top as a signal. 2 light ona 
hill or mountain, or on the coast, on rocks, etc 
to give warning of danger or for the guidance 
of ships, etc. 3 (also '~-/ight) fixed lantern to 
warn or guide ships; flashing light to warn air- 
craft of high mountains, etc. 

bead /bi:d/ п [С] 1 smail ball of wood, glass, 
etc with a hole through :t for threading with 
others on a string or wire. 2 (p/) necklace of 
beads. 3 drop of liquid: His face was covered 
with ~s of sweat. 

beady /'bi:di/ adj (of eyes) small, round and 
bright. 

beagle /'bi:gl/ п [С] small, short-legged dog 
used for hunting when those who take рам are 
on foot, not on horse-back. 

beak /bi:k/ п [С] hard, horny part of a bird’s 
mouth, esp when curved. 

beaker /'bi:ka(r)/ п [C] 1 open glass vessel 
with a lip (as used for chemical experiments, 
etc). 2 similar plastic vessel used as a drinking 
glass. 

beam /bi:m/ п [С] 1 long horizontal piece of 
squared timber, or of steel, etc used to carry 
the weight of a building, etc. 2 (a) ray or 
stream of light (eg from a lamp or lighthouse, 
the sun cr mocn). (b) (fig) bright look or 
smile, showing happiness, etc: with a ~ of de- 
light. (c) radio signal used to direct an aircraft 
on its course. 3 crosspiece of a balance, from 
which the scales hang. с vt,vi1 (of the sun, etc) 
send out light and warmth. 2 (fig) smile happi- 
ly and cheerfully: ~ing on his friends; ~ing 
with satisfaction. 3 send (a radio programme, 
etc) ша particular direction: ~ed from Britain 
to 5 America. 

bean /bi:n/ п [С] 1 (any of several plants with) 
seed in long pods (all used as vegetables): 
‘broad ~s,; 'kidney ~s; боуа ~s. 2 seed similar 
in shape of other plants (eg 'coffee-~s). full 
of beans, lively; in high spirits. spill the 
beans, make a secret known. 

'bean-stalk, staik of tall-growing varieties of 
bean. 

bear’ /bea(r)/ и [С] 1 large, heavy animal with 
thick fur. 2 rough, clumsy ill-mannered рег- 
son. > Great Bear, Little Bear. 

bear? /bea(r)/ vt,vi (pt bore /bo:(r)/, pp borne 
/bo:n/) 1 carry: ~ a heavy load. 2 have; show: 
~ the marks | signs | scars of — biows | 
wounds | punishment; a document that ~s 
your signature. 3 have; be known by: a family 
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that bore an ancient and honoured name. 4 feel: 
the lovelhatred she bore him, felt towards him. 
5 support; sustain: The ice is too thin to~ your 
weight. Who will ~ the responsibility/expense? 
6 (used with can/could) tolerate; put up with: / 
can't ~ (the sight of) that old man. The pain 
was almost more than he could ~~. How can you 
~ to look at her? 7 be fit for: His language 
doesn't ~ repeating. 8 give birth to: ~ a child. 
She has borne him six sons. (Note: compare, 
The e!dest son was born in 1932.) $ turn: When 
you reach the top of the hill, ~ (to the) right. 
10 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 
bear onm/upon. be connected; have influence 
on: These are matters that ~ on the welfare of 
the community. bring to bear оп/ироп. 
make (a thing) relate to, have influence on: 
bring pressure to ~ оп а person. & bear- 
ing(2). 
bear (sth or sé} out, confirm (something); 
support (somebody): John will ~ me out) will 
~ out what I ve said. 
bear up (against/under sth), be strong in 
the tace of (sorrow, ею): Tell her to ~ up, to 
have courage, not give way. 
bear with (sb), treat patiently: Please ~ 
with me (listen patiently to me) a little longer. 

bear-able /'besrab!/ adj (from bear?(6)) that 
can be tolerated. 

beard /biod/ п [С] 1 hair of the lower part of 
the face (excluding the moustache): a man with 
а >. 2 similar growth of hair on an animal: а 
goat’s ~~. п у! ебу openly, oppose. 
bearded adj having a beard. 

bearer /'besra(r)/ п [C] 1 person who brings а 
letter or message: the ~ of good news. 2 person 
who helps to carry a coffin to a grave, who 
carries a stretcher, flag, etc. 3 person who 
presents a cheque at a bank. 

bear-ing /'beorin/ n 1 [0] way of behaving: 
way of standing, walking, etc: a man of mili- 
tary ~. 2{C,U] relation, aspect: What he said 
has no{not much ~ on (= 1s not connected 
with) the subject. 3 М] possibility of being 
tolerated; endurance: His conduct was beyond 
(ail ~. & bear?(6). 4 [С] direction in which a 
place, etc lies: rake a ‘compass ~ on а light- 
house. 5 (pl) relative position; direction. find 
one's bearings, (jig) finds one’s position, 
become confident, etc. Jose one’s bea2r- 
ings. (fiz) be lost, puzzled, etc. 

beast /bi:st/ п [С] 1 four-footed animal (ani- 
mai is the usual word). 2 cow or bullock; ani- 
mal for riding or driving. 3 (informal) cruel or 
disgusting person. 
beast-ly adj (a) like a beast; unfit for human 
use. (b) (informal) nasty: What ~!y weather! 

beat! /bi:t/ п [С] 1 regular repeated stroke, or 
sound of this: We heard the ~ of a drum. His 
‘heart~s were getting weaker. 2 recurring em- 
phasis marking rhythm in music or poetry. 3 
route over which a person (eg a policeman) 
goes regularly. 


beat? /bi:t/ угу? (pt ~, pp ~en |'bistn/) 1 hit 
repeatedly (eg with a stick): He was ~ing a 
drum. The boy was ~en until he was black and 
blue, covered with bruises. Somebody was 
~ing atlon the door. heat a (hasty) re- 
treat, (a) give the signal (by drum) to retreat. 
(b) (fig) go back, retire. 2 (of the sun, rain, 
wind, etc) strike: The rain was ~ing against the 
windows. 3 mix thoroughly and let air into by 
using a fork or similar utensil: ~ eggs. 4 ham- 
mer to change the shape: ~ something flat. 5 
defeat; do better than: Cur army was ~en. He 
~ те at chess. beat the record, г> ге- 
cord'(6). 6 be too difficult for: That problem 
has ~en me. 7 move up and down regularly: 
His heart was still ~ing. beat time, measure 
time (in music) by makinz regular movements 
(with the hands, etc). 8 beat about the 
bush, talk about something without men- 
tioning И directly. dead beat, tired out. 
beat it, (s/) go away. 
9 (uses with adverhia! particles and prep- 
ositions). 
beat down (on), The sun was ~ing down on 
our heads, shining with great heat. beat 56/ 
sth down. He wanted £800 for the car but I~ 
him down (= made him lower his price) to 
£600. 
beat sh/sth off, use force to send away: 
The attackerjattack was ~en off. 
beat sth out, (a) (of a fire) put out. (b) (of 
rhythm, etc) be played: He ~ out (= 
drummed) a tune оп а tin can. 
beat s6 up, fight and hurt him badly. 

beaten /'bi:tn/ adj (esp) 1 shaped by beating: 
~ silver. 2 (of a path) worn by use: а well-~ 
path. ge of f/keep to the beaten track, 
do something/not do anything unusual. 

beater /'bi:to(r)/ п [С] utensil used for beat- 
ing(3): an'egg-~. 

heat-ing /'bi:tin/ и [С] (esp) punishment by 
hitting or striking repeatedly: give him a good 
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be ati-tude J/bi'etitjud US: -tu:d/ п [U] 
great happiness; biessedness. 

beau /Ъ50! п [С] (pl ~x /bauz/) 1 (old use) 
rather old man who is greatly interested in the 
fashion of his clothes. 2 (dated) girl’s admirer 
or lover. 

heau-te-ous /'bjuctias/ adj (poetic) beauti- 
ful. 

beau-ti-cian /bju'ti{n/ я [С] person who 
runs a beauty-salon. 

beau-ti-ful /'bju:tifl/ adj giving pleasure or 
delight to the mind or senses: а ~ face/fiower/ 
voice; ~ weather|music. 
beau-ti-fully /-fli/ adv ina beautiful manner: 
She plays the piano ~ly. 
beau-tify /'bju:tifai/ vt (ptpp -ied) make 
beautiful. 

beauty /'bju:ti/ л (p/ -ies) 1 [9] combination 
of qualities that give pleasure to the senses 
(esp the eye and ear) or to the morai sense or 
the intellect: the ~ of a sunlit rose-garden. 2 [С] 
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person, thing, specimen, feature, characteris- 
tic, that is beautiful or particularly good: Jsn’t 
she а >! Look at this horse. Iswtita~! 
ibeauty-parlour, = beauty-saion. 
beauty queen, girl voted the most beautiful 
in a contest. 
‘beauty-salon, place where women have 
treatment (of the figure, skin, hair, etc) to be 
more beautiful. 
'beauty-sleep, sleep before midnight. 
'‘peauty-spot, (a) place with beautiful 
scenery. (6) birthmark or artificial patch on 
the face, so as to increase beauty. 

bea-ver /'bi:va(r)/ п 1 [С] fur-coated animal 
that lives both on land and in water, with 
strong teeth used to cut down trees and make 
dams across rivers. 2 [U] its fur. 

be-caimedé /bi'ka:md/ adj (of a sailing-ship) 
stopped because there is no wind. 

be-came pt of become. 

be-cause /bi'knz, -koz/ conj 1 for the reason 
that: / did it ~ they asked me to do it. (Note: 
when the reason is obvious, or is thought to be 
known, it is preferable to use as or so: As it’s 
raining, you'd better take a taxi. It’s raining, so 
you'd... After the noun reason, that is 
preferred to because: The reason why we were 
late is that...) 2 because of, prep by reason 
of: on account of: B~ of his bad leg, he 
couldn't walk as fast as the others. 

beckon /'bekon/ уг, у call a person’s atten- 
tion by a movement of the hand or arm, usual- 
ly to show that he is to come nearer or to 
follow. 

be-come /bikkam/ vi,vi (рр became 
/bi'kerm/, pp become) 1 come or grow to be; 
begin to be: He became a doctor. It’s becoming 
much more expensive to travel abroad. 2 be- 
come of, happen to: What will ~ of the chil- 
dren if their father dies? 3 be right or fitting: He 
used language (eg vulgar language) that does 
not ~ aman of his age and education. 
be-com-ing adj attractive; suitable: a ~ 
smile; a dress ~ to the hot weather. 
be-com-ing-ly аду 

bed! /bed/ п [C] 1 piece of furniture, or other 
arrangement, on which to sleep (Note: the ex- 
ample sentences show when the articles are 
used): go to ~,; get into/out of ~, put the chil- 
dren to ~; sit on the ~; finda ~ for her. bed 
and ‘board, food and lodging. get out of 
bed on the wrong side, be bad-tempered 
after waking up. make the bed, put the bed- 
clothes (sheets, blankets, etc) in order. 2 flat 
base on which something rests: The dam is 
built on а ~ of concrete. 3 bottom of the sea, a 
river, lake, etc: the 'sea-~. 4 layer of rock, 
stone, etc as a foundation for a road or rail- 
way; layer of clay, rock, etc below the surface 
soil: If you dig here, you will finda ~ of clay. 5 
garden plot, piece of ground (for flowers, 
vegetables, etc): 'flower-~s. 
'bed-clothes n p/ sheets, blankets, etc for a 
bed. 
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'bed-pan, vessel for urine, etc used by an ш- 
valid in bed. 
'bed-ric-den adj confined to bed by weak- 
ness or old age. 
'bed-room, room for sleeping in. 
‘ped-side, side of (esp a sick person’s) bed: 
Dr Green has a good ~ side manner, is tactful, 
knows how to fiil his patients with confidence 
in himself; а ~ side table. 
»bed.-'sitting-room, (informal = 
jbed-'sitter) room used (eg by students, 
single persons away from home) for both liv- 
ing in and sleeping in. 
'bed-sore, sore caused by lying in bed for a 
long time. 
'bed-spread, covering spread over a bed 
during the day. 
'ped-stead, framework of wood and metal 
to support the mattress. 
'bed-time, time for going to bed: His usual 
~ time is eleven o'clock. 

bed? /bed/ уг (-dd-) 1 plant (seedlings, etc): 
He was ~ding out young cabbage plants: 2 
place or fix in a foundation: The bullet ~ded 
itself in (= went deep into) the wall. 3 bed 
down, give bedding to: ~ down a soldier. | 

bed-ding /'bedin/ и [9] 1 = bedclothes. 2 
straw, etc for animals to sleep on. 

be-decked /bi'dekt/ adj adorned, decorated 
(with flowers, jewels, etc). 

be-dev-il /bi'devi/ уг (-ll-, US -l-) confuse; 
complicate: The issue is ~led by Smith's 
refusal to co-operate with us. 

bed-lam /'bedlom/ п [С] 1 (o/d use) asylum 
for mad people. 2 scene of noisy confusion: 
When the teacher was called away the class- 
room was aregular ~. 

be-drag-gled /bi'dregld/ adj made wet ог 
dirty, eg by being dragged in mud. 

bee /bi:/ п [С] small, four-winged, stinging in- 
sect that produces wax and honey. have a 
‘bee in one’s bonnet, be obsessed by an 
idea. make a 'bee-line for, go towards by 
the shortest way, go quickly towards. 
'ibee-hive, > hive. 

beech /bi:t{/ п [С] forest tree with smooth 
bark and shiny dark-green leaves and small 
triangular nuts; [U] its wood. 

beef /bi:f/ п [0] flesh of an ox, bull or cow, 
used as meat. с wi (s/) complain: Stop ~ing so 
much! 
beef-burger, flat cake of minced beef, 
grilled or fried. 
'beef-steak, thick slice of beef for grilling or 
frying. 

beefy /'bi:fi/ adj (of a person) well covered 
with flesh; strong. 

been © be’. 

beep /bi:p/ л [C] repeated signal or note (as 
during a phone conversation, indicating that 
it is being timed). 

beer /bio(r)/ п [U] alcoholic drink made from 
malt and flavoured with hops; other drinks 
made from roots, etc: ,ginger-'~. 
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beery adj like beer in taste or smell; (eg of a 
person) smelling of beer. 

bees-wax /'bi:zweks/ п [0] wax made by 
bees for honeycomb, used for polishing wood. 
a vt polish with beeswax. 

beet /bi:t/ п [С] sorts of plant with a sweet 
root. 
'beet-root /'bi:tru:t/ red beet used as a veg- 
etable, esp in salads. 
'sugar beet, white beet used for making 
sugar. 

beetle /‘bi:ti/ п [С] insect with hard, shiny 
wing-covers. 

be-fore’ /bi'fo:(r)/ adv at an earlier time; in 
the past; already: [ve seen that film ~. You 
should have told те so ~, earlier. 

be-fore? /bi'fo:(r)/ conj previous to the time 
when: / must finish my work ~ I[ go home. Do it 
now ~ you forget. 

be- fore? /bi'fo:(r)/ prep 1 earlier than: the day 
~ yesterday, the year ~ last; two days ~ 
Christmas. before long, soon. 2 in front of 
(esp with reference to order or arrangement): 
Bcomes ~ С. (Мое. except in a few phrases, in 
front of is preferred to before when referring to 
position: There are some trees in front of the 
house.) 3 in the presence of; face to face with: 
He was brought ~ the judge. 4 in preference to: 
Death ~ dishonour. 

be-fore-hand /bi'fo:hend/ adv earlier; be- 
fore?(1): I knew what he would need, so I made 
preparations ~, in advance, in readiness. с adj 
early; in advance: She’s always ~ with the rent, 
pays it, or is ready to pay it, before it is due. 

be-friend /bi'frend/ vt make a friend of; be 
kind and helpful to (esp a younger person who 
needs help). 

beg /beg/ vt,vi (-gg-) 1 ask for (food, money, 
clothes, etc); make a living by asking for 
money (in the streets, etc): He made a living by 
~ging from door to door. 2 ask earnestly, or 
with deep feeling: They ~ged us not to punish 
them. | ~ (of) you not to take any risks. go 
begging. (of things) be unwanted: /f these 
things are going ~ging (= if nobody wants 
them), ГИ take them. 3 take the liberty of (say- 
ing or doing something): /~ fo differ. 

be-gan © begin. 

be-get /bi'get/ vr (-tt-) (pt begot /bi'got/, old 
use begat) 1 father: Abraham begat Isaac. 2 
(literary) be the cause of: War ~s misery and 
ruin. 

beg-gar /'bega(r)/ п {C} 1 person who lives by 
begging, eg for money, food; poor person. 
Beggars can't be choosers, People ask- 
ing for help must take whatever is offered 
them. 2 (informal) (playful or friendly use) 
person: You lucky >! о vt make poor, ruin. 
beg-gar-ly adj very poor; deserving con- 
tempt. 

be-gin /bi'gin/ vt,vi (pt began /bi'gen/, pp be- 
gun /b1'gan/) (-nn-) (For notes on the use of 
begin and start, & start.) 1 start: [t's time to~ 
work. The meeting will ~ at seven o'clock. 2 


(used of activities and states that come.into 
existence): She began to feel illfafraid., Гт 
~ning to understand. The water is ~ning to 
boil. She began crying/to cry.3 begin at, start 
from: Today we ~ at page 30, line 12. to be- 
gin with, in the first place: We can’t appoint 
Smith; to ~ with, he’s teo young; secondly, [ 
want my son to have the job. 

be-gin-ner, (esp) person still learning and 
without much experience. 

be-gin-ning, starting point: [ve read the 
book from ~ning to end. 

be-grudge /bi'grad3/ vz (intensive form of 
grudge) feel or show dissatisfaction or envy at: 
We don’t ~ your going to Italy. 

be-guile /bi'gail/ vt (formal) cheat, deceive: 
They were ~d into forming an unwise alliance. 

be-gun > begin. 

be-half /d¢ha:f US: "hef/ n on behalf of, 
for, in the interest of, on account of, as the rep- 
resentative of. on my/his/our/John’‘s, 
etc behalf, for me/him/us/John, etc: on ~ of 
my colleagues and myself, speaking for them 
and me. 

be-have /bi‘heiv/ vi 1 act; conduct oneself: 
Can’t you make your little boy ~ (himself), 
show good manners, be polite? 2 (of ma- 
chines, etc) work; function: How’s your new 
car behaving? 

\weli-/,badly-be'haved, behaving  welli/ 
badly. 

be-hav-iour (US = -ior) /bi‘hervie(r)/ п [U] 
way of behaving, manners (good or bad); 
treatment shown towards others: His ~ 10- 
wards me shows that he does not like me. Tom 
won a prize for good ~ at school. be on one’s 
best behaviour, take great care to behave 
well. . 

be-head /bi'hed/ уг cut off the head of (as а 
punishment). 

be-held © behoid. 

be-hind' /bi'haind/ adv 1 at the back: The 
others are along way ~. go behind, go to the 
back (of a queue, etc). stay/remain 
behind, stay after others have left. 2 be 
behind in/with, be \ate with: He was ~ in 
his payments, had not made payments (eg of 
rent) when they were due. & behindhand(1) 

be- hind? /bi'haind/ и (informal) buttocks: Не 
fellonhis~. 

be-hind? /bi'haind/ prep 1 at the back of: The 
boy was hiding ~ a tree. The sun was ~ ( = hid- 
den by) the clouds. > scene(6). 2 not having 
made so much progress as: ~ other boys of his 
age; a country far ~ its neighbours. be left 
behind, not make the same rate of progress. 
3 remaining after, when one has left a place: 
The storm left a trail of destruction ~ it. 4 (of 
time): Your schooldays will soon be far ~ you. 
5 in support of: /f you become a candidate, 
well be -~ you. 

be-hind-hand /bi‘haindhend/ adj 1 late (in 
paying): be ~ with the rent. 2 after, less than, 
the others: ~ in sending а reply|in generosity. 


53 


be-hold /bi'hauld/ vt (pt,pp beheld /bi'held/) 
(old or literary use) notice. 

beige /bei3/ п [U] 1 soft fabric of undyed and 
unbleached wool. 2 colour of sand. а adj 
sand-coloured. 

be-ing /'bi:1n/ 1 1 [Ч] existence. come into 
being, begin to exist: We do not know when 
this world came into ~. 2 [С] human creature: 
Men, women and children are jhuman'~s. 

be-jew-elled (US = -eled) /bi'd3u:ld/ adj 
decorated, adorned, with jewels. 

be-lated /bi'leitid/ adj coming very late or 
too late: а ~ apology. 

belch /beltf/ vt,vi 1 send out, eg smoke, 
flames: A volcano ~es out smoke and ashes. 2 
send out gas from the stomach noisily through 
the mouth. ся [С] 1 act or sound of belching. 
2 thing belched out (eg smoke from a chim- 
ney). 

bel-fry /'belfri/ п [С] (р/ -ies) (church) tower 
in which bells hang. 

be-lief /bi'li:f/ n 1 [U] the feeling that some- 
thing is real and true; trust; confidence: / 
haven't much ~ in his honesty, cannot feel sure 
that he is honest. He has lost his ~ in God, no 
longer accepts the existence of God as true. to 
the best of my belief, in my opinion after 
careful thought. 2 [С] something accepted as 
true or real. 3 [С] something taught as part of 
a religion: the ~s of the Christian Church. 

be-lieve /bi'li:v/ vt,vi 1 feel sure of the truth 
of something, that somebody is telling the 
truth: [ ~ that man. I~ what that man says. 
They ~d that he was insane. Will they be ready 
tomorrow? Yes, 1~ so. Мо, 1~ not. 2 believe 
in, (a) have trust in: J ~ in that man. (b) feel 
sure of the existence of: ~ in God. (c) feel sure 
of the value or worth of: He ~s in getting 
plenty of exercise. 3 make believe (that), 
pretend: The boys made ~ that they were ex- 
plorers in the African forests. Hence, 'make- 
believe п. Don’t be frightened, it’s all make- 
~, is all pretence. 
be-liever, person who believes, esp in a 
religious faith. 
be-liev-ing, n seeing is believing. you 
will believe something only if you see it. 

be-little /bi'litl/ уг cause to seem unimpor- 
tant or of small value: Don’t ~ yourself, be tog 
modest about your abilities, etc. 

bell /bel/ п [С] 1 metal, usually shaped like a 
cup, that makes a ringing sound when struck. 
as sound as a beil, (fig) in first-rate condi- 
tion. ring a bell, (informal) recall to memory 
something half forgotten. 2 (naut) one to 
eight bells, bells sounded every half hour. 
ibell-'bottomed, (of trousers) made very 
wide at the bottom of the leg. | 
jbell-'‘bottoms, trousers made this way. 
'bell-push, button pressed to ring an electric 
bell. 
'bell-ringer, person who rings church bells. 
‘beil-tent, bell-shaped tent. 

velle /bel/ n [С] beautiful girl or woman. the 
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belle of the ball, the most beautiful woman 
present. 

bei-li-cose /'belikaus/ adj (formal) willing to 
fighting; anxious to fight. 

-bel-lied /-belid/ suffix: ,big-'~ having a big 
abdomen. 

bel-liger-ency /bi'lidzaransi/ и [9] (formal) 
being warlike; state of being at war. 

bel-liger-ent /bi'lidzarant/ adj, п [C] (state, 
party, nation) eager to beat war. 

bel-low /'belau/ vi,vt 1 make a loud, deep 
noise (like a bull); roar; shout: He ~ed even 
before the dentist had started. 2 sing, shout 
loudly or angrily: They ~ed out a drinking 
song. 

bel-lows /'belouz/ n p/ (also a pair of ~) ар- 
paratus for blowing or forcing air into some- 
thing, eg a fire, the pipes of an organ in a 
church. 

belly’ /'beli/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 (informal) = 
abdomen. 2 the stomach: have а '~-ache. 3 
bulging part (concave or convex) of anything, 
eg the surface of a violin across which the 
strings pass. 
'belly-ache vi (informal) protest or сот- 
plain, esp without a good reason. 
'belly-button, (informal) = navel. 
'belly-landing, landing of an aircraft with- 
out its undercarriage in position. 
'belly-laugh n [С] loud, coarse laugh. о vi 
laugh in this way. 
belly-ful, /-ful/, as much as one wants of any- 
thing: He’s had his ~ful of fighting, refuses to 
go on fighting. 

belly? /'beli/ vi,vt (pt,pp -ied) (cause to) swell 
out: The wind bellied (out) the sails. 

be-iong /bi'lon/ vi 1 belong to, (a) be the 
property of: These books ~ to me, are mine. 
(b) be amember of, be connected with: Which 
union do you~ to?.To which union do you~? 2 
have asa right or proper place: Does it ~ here? 

be-long-ings /bi'loninz/ п p/ clothes, per- 
sonal articles, luggage; furniture, possessions 
(not land, buildings, a business, etc): / left my 
~ in the hotel. 

be-loved /bi'lavd/ pp, adj dearly loved: ~ by 
all. an /bi'lavid/ [С] dearly loved person. 

be-low’ /bi'lou/ adv 1 at or to a lower level: 
From the hiiltop we saw the blue ocean ~~. We 
heard voices from ~. 2 at the foot of a page, 
etc; later (in a book, article, etc): see paragraph 
six ~. 3 down beiew, in the lower part of a 
building, in a ship’s hold, etc (according to 
context). go below, (naut) go below the 
deck. Here below. onearth. 

be-low? /bi'lou/ prep (Note: below can some- 
times be replaced by under; when under is pos- 
sible, it is given in the examples.) 1 lower than: 
Skirts this year reach just ~ the knees. Your 
work is ~ (the) average. Shall I write my name 
on, above or ~ the line? The Dead Sea is ~ sea 

level. There is nothing ~|under 50p, costing 
less than this. He can’t be much ~|/under sixty 
(years of age). 2 lower in rank: A major is ~ a 
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colonel. 3 down stream from: a few metres ~ 
the bridge. 

belt /belt/ пл [C] 1 band or strip of cloth, leath- 
er, etc worn round the waist to support or 
keep clothes in place: He ate so much that he 
had to loosen his ~ two holes. be/hit below 
the belt, be unfair/fight unfairly. 2 similar 
strip of leather, etc worn over the shoulder to 
support weapons, etc. 3 endless strap, used to 
connect wheels and so drive machinery: a 
'fan-~, in the engine of a car. 4 any wide strip 
or band, surrounding area, etc. > green belt. 
о vt $ fasten with a belt: The officer ~ed his 
sword on. 2 hit with a belt; (informal) hit with 
the fist(s): if you don’t shut up, Pll~ you. 
belt-ing 7: give the boy a good ~ing, hit him 
hard (with a belt). 

be-moan /bi'moun/ vi moan for; show great 
sorrow for: ~ one’s sad fate. 

bench /ЪепЦ/ п [С] 1 long seat of wood or 
stone, eg in a public park. 2 (in the House of 
Commons) seat occupied by members. > 
back-benches; crossbenches; frontbench. 3 
worktable at which a shoemaker, carpenter, 
etc works. 4 the ~, judges; magistrates; 
judge’s seat or office; law court. 
'bench seat, (in a car) seat (for 2 or 3 per- 
sons) extending the width of the car. 

bend' /bend/ п [С] 1 curve or turn: а sharp ~ 
in the road. round the bend, (51) mad. 2 sail- 
or’s knot (in a rope). 3 the ~s, (informal) 
pains in the joints, caused by coming to the 
surface too fast after skin-diving. 

bend? /bend/ уг, уг (pt,pp bent /bent/) 1 cause 
(something rigid) to be out of a straight line or 
surface; force into a curve or angle: B~ the end 
of the wire up|down| back. Her head was bent 
over her book. bend a rule, (informal) inter- 
pret it loosely (to suit the circumstances). 2 be- 
come curved or angular; bow down: The bran- 
ches were ~ing (down) with the weight of the 
fruit. Can you ~ down and touch your toes 
without ~ing your knees? The road ~s to the 
left here. 3 direct: All eyes were bent on me, 
Every one was looking at me. 4 submit: ~ toa 
person’s will; make (a person) submit: ~ a per- 
son to one’s will. 5 be bent on, be deter- 
mined: He is bent on mastering English. 

be-neath /b:'ni:6/ prep, adv 1 (old or literary 
use) below, under(neath). 2 not worthy of: His 
accusations are ~ contempt|notice, should be 
ignored. 

ben-edic-tion /,beni'dikfn/ п [С] blessing 
(esp one given by a priest at the end of a 
church service): pronounce the ~. 

ben-efac-tion /,beni'fekjn/ n 1 [U] doing 
good. 2 [C] good deed (esp the giving of 
money for charity); charitable gift. 

ben-efac-tor /'benifekta(r)/ п [С] person 
who has given help, esp financial help, to a 
school, hospital or charitable institution. 

ben-efac-tress /'benifektris/ и [С] woman 
benefactor. 

ben-efice /'ben:fis/ и [С] income-producing 


property (called a church living) held by a 
priest or clergyman (esp a vicar or rector). 

be-nefi-cence /bi'nefisns/ я [U] (forma?) 
doing good; active kindness. 

be-nefi-cent /bi'nefisnt/ adj (formal) doing 
good; kind. 

ben-efi-cial /,beni'fifl/ adj having good 
effect, helpful: Fresh air and good food are ~ to 
the health. 

ben-efici-ary /Бепи [эм US: -Йэп/ n [С] 
(pl -ies) person who receives а benefit, esp 
money, property, etc under a will. 

bene-fit /'benifit/ 1 1 [U] advantage; profit: 
help: Did you get much ~ from your holiday? 
Did you feel better afterwards? The money is 
to be used for the ~ of the poor, to help poor 
people. give sb the benefit of the doubt, 
assume that he is innocent because there is in- 
sufficient evidence that he is guilty. 2 [С] act of 
kindness; favour; advantage: the ~s of a good 
education. 3 [C] allowance of money to which 
a person is entitled as a citizen or as a member 
of an imsurance society, etc: unemploy- 
ment}sickness ~. о vt,vi do good to: The sea 
air will ~ you. You will ~ by|from a holiday. 

ben-ev-ol-ence /bi'nevolons/ п [U] wish to 
do good; activity in doing good: His ~ allowed 
many poor boys to attend college. 

ben-ev-ol-ent /bi'nevolont/ adj kind and 
helpful (towards, to). 
ben-ev-ol-ent-ly adv 

be-nign /bi'nam/ adj 1 (of persons) kind and 
gentle. 2 (of soil, climate) mild, favourable. 3 
(of a disease, tumour) not dangerous. > mal- 
ignant(2). 

bent’ /bent/ п [С] ability and interest; natural 
skill: She has а ~ for sewing/music. follow 
one’s bent, do what one is interested in and 
what one enjoys doing. 


_ bent? /bent/ adj (s/) dishonest; corrupt; mad: 


a~ policeman. 

bent? pt,pp bend?. 

be-queath /bi'kwi:d/ 1 arrange (by making 
a will) to give (property, etc) at death: He has 
~ed me his gold watch. 2 hand down to those 
who come after: discoveries ~ed to us by the 
scientists of the last century. 

be-quest /bi'kwest/ п 1 [U] bequeathing. 2 
[С] thing bequeathed: He left ~s of money to 
all his staff. 

be-reave /bi'ri:v/ vt (pt.,pp bereft /bi'reft/ or 
bereaved; usually bereft in (1) and bereaved 
т (2)) 1 rob or take away from: bereft of hope, 
without hope; bereft of reason, mad. 2 (of 
death) cause sadness: the ~d husband, the man 
whose wife had died. 
be-reave-ment 7 [СО] 

be-reft > bereave. 

be-ret /'bere: US: bi're1/ и [С] flat, round cap 
of felt or cloth, as worn by soldiers. 

berg /bs:g/ п [C]=iceberg. 

berry /'beri/ п [С] (pi -ies) 1 kinds of small 
fruit with seeds: 'straw~; 'black~; 'rasp~. 2 
coffee bean. 
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ber-serk /bo'ss:k/ adj be/go/send sb ber- 
serk, be, go, etc uncontrollably wild: He went 
completely ~. 

berth /bs:6/ п [С] 1 sleeping-place in a train, 
ship, etc. 2 place at a wharf, etc where a ship 
can be tied up. о vt,vi 1 (naut) find, have, a 
-sleeping-place (for). 2 moor (a ship) in har- 
bour, tie up (a ship) at a wharf, etc. 

be-seech /bi'si:t{/ vt (pt,pp besought 
-{bt'so:t/) (old or literary use) ask earnestly or 
urgently: Spare him, I~ you. 

be-seech-ing adj (of a person’s look, tone of 
voice, etc) appealing. 

be-set /bi'set/ vt (pt,pp ~) (-tt-) close in, 
have, on all sides: a problem ~ with difficul- 
ties; ~~ by doubts, troubled by doubts. 

be-side /bi'said/ prep 1 at the side of; close to: 
Come over here and sit ~ me. 2 beside the 
point/mark/question, having nothing to 
do with (what is being discussed, etc). 3 be- 
side oneself, at the end of one’s self- 
control: He was ~ himself with joy/rage. 

be-sides /bi'saidz/ adv moreover; also: / 
don’t like that new dictionary; ~, it’s too ex- 
pensive. prep in addition to; as well as: / have 
three other brothers ~ John. 

be-siege /bi'si:d3/ vt 1 surround (a place) 
with armed forces and keep them there; attack 
from all sides: Troy was ~d by the Greeks for 
ten years. 2 besiege with, crowd round 
(with requests, etc): The teacher was ~d with 
questions. He was ~d by his fans. 
be-sieger, person who beseiges. 

be-smirch /bi'sms:tf/ vt make dirty: (fig) 
His reputation was ~ed. 

be-sot-ted /bi'sptid/ adj stupefied (by alco- 
holic drink, drugs, love, etc). 

be-sought © beseech. 

be-spat-tered /bi'spxted/ adj covered with 
(large drops, etc of): ~ with mud. 

best’ /best/ adj of the most excellent kind: the 
~ poetry[poets; my ~ (= favourite) friend; 
the ~ (= quickest, most convenient, etc) way 
from London to Paris. make the best use 
of, use (time, etc) in the mosi useful way. put 
one's best foot forward, © foot'(1). 
with the best will in the world, even 
making every effort to be fair, etc. > good, 
better. 
best 'man, bridegroom’s chief attendant at 
his wedding. 

best? /besi/ adv in the most excellent way: He 
works ~ in the morning. Do as you think ~. 
She was the ~-dressed woman in the village. > 
well, better. 
best-'seller, book that is sold in very large 
numbers. 

best’ /best/ pron the outstanding person, 
thing, etc among several; the most excellent 
part, aspect: We’re the ~ of friends, very close 
friends. be (all) for the best, be good in the 
end (although not at first seeming to be good). 
All the best! (used when-parting) I wish you 
good fortune. at best, taking the most hope- 
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ful view: We can’t arrive before Friday at~. at 
its/their/his, etc best, in the best condi- 
tion: The garden is at its ~ this month. (even) 
at the 'best of times, (even) when circum- 
stances are most favourable. with the best 
of intentions, intending only to help. do 
one’s 'best/the best one 'can, make the 
greatest possible effort. (do sth) to the 
best of one’s ability/power, use all one’s 
ability/power when doing it. make the best 
of it/things/a bad job/business, do 
what one can, be content, in spite of mis- 
fortune, failure, etc. to the best of my 
knowledge. etc, so far as I know (though 
my knowledge, etc may not be perfect). 

best* /best/ vt (informal) get the better of; 
defeat. 

bes-tial /'bestial/ adj of or like a beast; brut- 
ish; savage. 

be-stow /bi'stau/ vt give as an offering: ~ an 
honour|a title on him. 
be-stowail, action, instance of, bestowing. 

be-stride /bi'straid/ vt (pt bestrode /bi- 
Istraud/, pp bestridden /bi'stridn/) sit, stand, 
with one leg on each side of: ~ a horse. > as- 
tride. 

bet /bet/ vi,vi (pt,pp ~ or occasionally ~ted) 
(-tt-) 1 risk money on a race or an event of 
which the result is doubtful: He ~ me a pound 
that he would win. 2 (informal) be certain: /~ I 
win. ол [С] agreement to risk money, etc on an 
event of which the result is doubtful; the 
money, etc offered: make a ~,; put a ~ on; 
win|losea~. 

be-tray /bi'tre:/ vt 1 be disloyal to; act deceit- 
fully towards: He ~ed his principles. 2 allow (a 
secret) to become known, either by accident or 
on purpose. 3 be or give a sign of, show: His 
accent ~ed the fact that he was a foreigner. 
be-trayal /br'tretal/ п (a) [U] betraying or be- 
ing betrayed. (b) [С] instance of this. 
be-trayer, person who betrays. 

be-trothed /bi'trauéd/ adj (literary) en- 
gaged. пл [С] person engaged to be married. 
be-trothal /-61/, engagement to marry. 

bet-ter' /'beta(r)/ adj 1 having more qualities 
or abilities: This is good but that is~. Hesaw~ 
man than his brother. no better than, prac- 
tically the same as: Не’5 по ~ than a fool. 
have seen better days, be not so poor or 
unfortunate as at present. Ais better half, 
(informal) his wife. 2 (of health) improving: 
He feels ~ today but is still not well enough to 
get up. quite better, recovered: Гт quite ~ 
now. &> good, best. 

bet-ter? /'beta(r)/ adv 1 (of qualities, etc such 
as kindness, health, beauty, etc) more: You 
would write ~ if you had a good pen. You play 
tennis ~ than I do. You'll like it~ (= more) 
when you understand it more. be better off, 
richer; more comfortable. be better off 
without, happier: We'd be ~ off without al! 
that noise. know better, (a) be wise or ex- 
perienced enough not to de something: You 
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ought to know ~ than to go out with wet hair. 
(b) refuse to accept a statement (because one 
knows it is not true): He says he didn’t cheat, 
but I know ~, feel sure that he did. 2 had bet- 
ter, would find it more suitable, more to your 
advantage, etc: You had ~ mind your own busi- 
ness. Youd ~ not say that, 1 advise you not to 
say that. Hadn't you~ iake an umbrella? 

bet-ter? /'beta(r)/ п get the better of $Ь/ 
sth, overcome; defeat; win (an argument, 
etc): She always gets the ~ of the quarrels{him. 
for better or (for) worse, whether one 
has good or bad fortune. 

bet-ter‘ /'beto(r)/ vt improve; do better than: 
Your work last year was good; I hope you will 
~ it, this year. She hopes to ~ herself (= earn 
more, etc) in the Civil Service. 

bet-ter®, bet-tor /'beta(r)/ и [С] person 
who bets. 

be-tween! /bi'twi:n/ adv in or into a place or 
time that is between: We visited the Мизеит in 
the morning and the Art Gallery later, with a 
quick lunch ~. few and far between, few 
and widely scattered or separate: Jn this part of 
Canada houses are few and far ~. in be- 
tween, spaced out among. 

be-tween? /bi'twi:n/ prep 1 (of place): The 
letter B comes ~ A and C. (Note: between usu- 
ally involves only two limits, but when boun- 
daries are concerned, there may be more than 
two limits: Switzerland lies ~ France, Italy, 
Austria and Germany. & among.) 2 (of order, 
rank, etc): An army major ranks ~ a captain 
and a соопе!. 3 (of time): ~ the two world 
wars; ~ I o'clock and 2 o'clock. 4 (of distance, 
amount, etc): ~ five and six miles; somewhere 
~ thirty and forty years old. 5 to and from: 
This liner sails ~ Southampton and New York. 
6 (showing connection): after all there has 
been ~ us, in view of our past friendship, the 
experiences we have shared, etc. 7 (to show 
sharing; used of two only): Divide/Share the 
money ~ you. between ourselves/you, 
me and the gatepost/you and me, in 
confidence. 8 (to show combination, used of 
two, or more than two to show several in- 
dependent relationships): We (two or more) 
saved up for a year and bought a second-hand 
car ~ us. 9 (showing relationship): the distinc- 
tion ~ right and wrong; wars ~ nations. 

bevel /'bev1/ п [С] sloping edge; surface with 
such a slope, eg at the side of a picture frame. 0 
vt (-11-, US = -1-) give a sloping edge to. 

bev-er-age /'bevorid3/ и [С] any sort of drink 
except water, eg milk, tea, wine, beer. 

be-ware /bi'weo(r)/ vi,vt (usually imperative 
or infinitive) be on guard, take care: B~ of the 
dog! B~ of pickpockets! 

be-wil-der /bi'wiida(r)/ vt puzzle; confuse: 
The old woman from the country was ~ed by 
the crowds and traffic in the big city. 
be-wilder-ing adj 
be-wilder-ment и [О] 

be-witch /bi'witf/ vt 1 work magic on; put a 


magic spell on. 2 charm; delight very much: 
She danced so well that she ~ed all the men. 
be-witch-ing adj: а ~ing smile. 
be-witch-ing-ly adv 

be-yond!' /bi'jond/ adv at or to a distance; 
farther on: India and the lands ~. 

be-yond? /bi'jond/ prep 1 at, on ог to, the 
farther side cf: The house is ~ the bridge. 2 (of 
time) later than: Don’t stay out ~ 6 o’cleck 
(after is more usual). 3 surpassing, exceeding; 
out of reach of: That's going ~ a joke, passes 
the limits of what 1$ reasonable as а joke. He 
lives ~ his income, spends more than he earns. 
It's quite ~ те, is more than I can understand. 

bi- /bai/ prefix 1 happening twice (in one 
period): bi-monthly; bi-annual. 2 lasting for 
two, happening every two: bicentennial. 3 hav- 
ing two: bilingual; biped. 

bias /'baiss/ n [С] (p/ ~es) 1 particular incli- 
nation or tendency: He has a strong ~ 
towards/against the plan, is in favour of 
it/opposed to it without having full knowledge 
of it. 2 сиё on the bias, (dress-making, etc) 


‚ cut across, slantingly. а vf (рЕ.рр ~ed) give а 


bias to; influence (usually unfairly): The 
government used newspapers and the radio to~ 
the opinions of the people. 

bib /bib/ я [С] 1 piece of cloth tied under а 
child’s chin. 2 upper part of an apron. 

Bible /'baibl/ и sacred writings of the Jews 
and the Christian Church. 
bib-li-cal /'biblikl/ adj of, contained in, the 
Bible: biblical references. 

bib-li-ogra-pher /|,bibli'pgrafa(r)/ и [С] per- 
son who writes or studies bibliographies. 

bib-lio-graph-ical /,biblio'grefik!/ adj of, 
concerning a, bibliography. 

bib-li-ography /,bib!'pgrafi/ и [С] (p/-ies) 1 
[C] list of books and writings of one author or 
about one subject. 2 [U] study of the author- 
ship, editions, etc of books. 

bib-lio-phile /'bibliofail/ я [С] person who 
loves and collects books. 

bi-cen-ten-ary /,baisen'ti:norr (5: -'sen- 
tonsri/ и [С] (pl -ies) (celebration of the) 200th 
anniversary of an event. 

bi-cen-ten-nia! /,bai,sen'teniol/ adj 1 hap- 
pening once in 200 years. 2 lasting for 200 
years. 3 of a 200th anniversary: The ~ celebra- 
tions in the USA in 1976. an[C] 200th anniver- 
sary. 

bi-ceps /'baiseps/ и [С] (p/ unchanged) large 
muscle in the front part of the upper arm. 

bi-cycle /'baisik!/ [С] и two-wheeled machine 
propelled by using pedals, for riding on. 50 vi 
(usually shortened to cycle) ride a bicycle; go 
(to) on a bicycle. 

Bid! /bid/ п [С] 1 (at an auction sale) offer of a 
price: Are there no ~s for this very fine paint- 
ing? 2 make a bid for, try to obtain (by of- 
fering something): make a ~ for popular sup- 
port. 3 (in card-games, esp bridge) statement 
of the number of tricks a player proposes to 
win: a~ of 2 hearts. 


57 


bid? /bid/ vt,vi (pt,pp ~) (-dd-) 1 (at an auc- 
tion sale) make an offer of money; offer (a cer- 
tain price): Will anyone bid £5 for this painting? 
2 (playing certain card-games) make a bid: ~ 
2 hearts. > outbid. 

bid® /bid/ vt,vi (pt bade /bed/, pp ~den 
/"bidan/ or ~) (old use) 1 command; tell: He 
bade me (to) come in. 2 say (as a greeting, etc): 
~ him good morning. 

bid-der /'bida(r)/ п [С] person who bids at 
cards. 

bid-ding /'bidin/ и [C] 1 do sb‘s bidding, 
do what he commands. 2 [U] act of offering a 
price at an auction sale: ~ was brisk, There 
were many bids, quickly made. 3 (at cards) the 
making of bids(3). 

bi-en-nial /bai'ental/ adj 1 lasting for two 
years. 2 happening every alternate year. 

bier /bio(r)/ п [С] movable wooden stand Гога 
coffin or a dead body. 

bi-focal /,bai'fauk!/ adj (esp of lenses in spec- 
tacles) designed for both distant and near 
vision. 
bi-focals п p/ spectacles with bifocal lenses. 

big /big/ adj (-ger, -gest) (cpposite = Jittle; 
> large, small) of large size, capacity, extent, 
importance, etc: ~ feet/ideas/gardens|cups; a 
~ day, an important one; ,~-'hearted, (infor- 
mal) generous, kind. think big, have big 
ideas. 
ibig ‘business, (a) powerfu! financial ог 
business resources. (b) (informal) very impor- 
tant concern. 
'big-head, (informal) conceited person. 
big noise/shot/wig, (s/) important per- 
son. 
ibig 'top, large tent for a circus. 

big-am-ist /'bigamist/ n [С] person guilty of 
bigamy. 

big-am-ous _ /'bigomas/ 
involving, bigamy. 

big-amy /'bigom:/ п [9] having two wives or 
husbands living, a crime in Christian coun- 
tries. 

bight /bait/ и [С] curve in a coast, larger than, 
or with not so much curve as, a bay. 

bigot /'diaat/ я [С] person with a strong 
opinion or belief and who will not change it in 
spite of reason or argument. 
big-oted adj intolerant and narrow-minded. 

bike /bark/ n (informa! and common abbr for) 
bicycle. с у! = cycle. 

bi-kind /bi'ki:ni/ n[C] (pl ~s) two-piece cloth- 
ing (bra and briefs) worn by girls and women 
for swimming and sun-bathing. 

bi-lat-eral /,bar'letoral/ adj 1 of, on, with, 
two sides. 2 (legal) (of an agreement, etc) 
made between two (persons, governments). 

bile /bail/ п [Ч] brownish-yellow bitter liquid 
produced by the liver to help in digesting food. 

bilge /bild3/ п [0] 1 ship’s bottom, inside or 
outside; (also '~-water) the dirty water that 
coliects here. 2 (s/) foolish or worthless talk or 
writing. 


adj guilty of, 
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bil-har-zia /,bil'‘ha:z1a/ п [U] tropical disease 
caused by parasites in the blood and bladder. 

bi-lin-gual /,bai'lingwol/ adj 1 speaking, us- 
ing, two languages. 2 written, printed, in two 
languages. 

bil-tous /'bilias/ adj feeling sick, because of 
too much bile: a~ attack; ~ patients. 

bill’ /bil/ п [C] horny part of the mouth of 
some birds. о vi bill and coo, (of doves and 
fig) exchange caresses. 

bill? /bil/ n [С] 1 written statement of charges 
for goods delivered or services given: There 
are some ~S to pay|to be paid. foot the bill, 
> foot?. 2 written or printed notice, poster, 
etc. fill the bili, be, do, all that is required or 
expected. 3 (legal) proposed law, to be 
discussed by a parliament (and called an Act 
when passed). 4 (US) banknote: a ten-dollar 
~. 5 certificate: ~ of entry, one from Customs 
to show final clearance of goods; a clean ~ of 
health, one certifying that a person is healthy. 
О vt 1 make known by means of bills(2); ап- 
nounce, advertise in, a programme: Olivier 
was ~ed to appear as Lear. 2 btii sb for sth, 
give or send a bill(1) to. 

bil-let /'bilit/ п [С] place (usually a private 
house) where soldiers are boarded and lodged. 
О vt place (troops) in billets. 

bil-iiards /'biliodz/ п (used with a sing verb) 
game played with balls and long tapering 
sticks (called cues) on an oblong, cloth- 
covered table. 

БИ. Ноп /'bilian/ я [С] 1 (GB) million millions 
ог 10'?. 2(Fr, US) thousand millions ог 10°. 

bil-iow /'bdilou/ 1 n[C] (literary) great wave. 2 
(pl) (poetic) the sea. 3 (fig) anything that 
sweeps along like a great wave. п vi rise or roll 
like waves: The flames ~ed over the roof. 
bil-lowy adj rising or moving like billows. 

biliy-goat /'bili gout/ п [С] male goat. 

bin /bin/ n [С] large rigid container usually 
with a lid, for storing bread, coal, etc: a 
'dust~, bin for rubbish, etc; a'Jitter~. 

bi-nary /'bainori/ adj of or involving a pair or 
pairs: a ~ system, two Stars revolving round a 
common system or one round the other: the ~ 
scale, (maths) with only two digits, 0 and 1, ie 
bt, 210, 3=114= ЮО. 

bind /baind/ угу? (pt,pp bound /baund/) 1 tie 
or fasten, with rope, etc: They bound his legs 
(together) so that he couldn’t escape. 2 (fig) 
closely linked: We are bound to him by 
gratitude/by a close friendship. 3 secure the 
edge of something with tape, etc: ~ the cuffs of 
a jacket with leather. 4 tie or wind something 
round: ~ up a wound. 5 fasten (sheets of pap- 
er) into acover: a book bound in leather. 6 hold 
(a person) (by legal agreement, a promise, or 
under penalty) to a certain course of action: ~ 
him to secrecy, make him promise to keep a 
secret. bind sb over (to keep the peace, etc), 
order that he must appear before the judge 
again (if he fails to keep the peace, etc). > 
bound‘ for special uses of the pp. 
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bind-ing, (a) book-cover. (b) strip, tape, etc 
for protecting an edge or a seam (of clothes, 
etc). 

bingo /'bingsu/ п [U] gambling game played 
with cards on which numbered squares are 
covered as the numbers are called. 

bin-nacle /'binokl/ n [С] (паи) non- 
magnetic stand for a ship’s compass. 

bin-ocu-lars /bi'npkjuloz/ п pi (also a pair of 
~) instrument with lenses for both eyes, mak- 
ing distant objects seem nearer. 

bio- /bais- bal'p-, Баюо-/ prefix of life, of liv- 
ing organisms: biographic; biology; bio- 
chemistry. 

bio-chem-is-try /,baiou'kemistri/ п [U] 
chemistry of living organisms. 

bi-ogra-pher /bai'pgrafa(r)/ п [С] person 
who writes a biography. 

bio-graphic, -i-cal /,baio'grefik, -1kl/ adj 
of biography. 

bi-ogra-phy /bai'pgrofi/ м 1 [К] person’s 
life-history written by another. 2 [U] branch 
of literature dealing with the life-history of 
persons. 

bio-logi-cal /,baia'lodzikl/ adj of biology: ~ 
warfare, the deliberate use of germs, etc for 
spreading disease. 

bi-ol-ogist /ba'pladzist/ л [С] student of, ex- 
pert in, biology. 

bi-ol-ogy /bai'vied3zi/ п [U] science of the 
physical life of animals and plants. 

bi-onic /bai'pnik/ adj of bionics (and, in 
stories, having exceptional physique because 
of electronic transplants). 

bi-onics /bai'pniks/ п [Ч] (used with a sing 
verb) scientific study of the way the brain 


works and its application to electronic 
development. 
bi-par-ti-san = /,barpa:ti'zen US:  bar- 


'pa:rtizon/ adj of, supported by, consisting of, 
two otherwise opposed (esp political) parties: 
a~ foreign policy. 

bi-ped /'baiped/ п [С] two-footed animal, eg a 
man or a bird. 

bi-plane //Ъареш/ п [С] aircraft with two 
pairs of wings, one above the other. 

birch /bs:tf{/ п 1 [С] (kinds of) forest tree 
growing in northern countries with a smooth 
bark and slender branches. 2 [U] its wood. 

bird /Ъз:4/ п [С] 1 feathered creature with two 
legs and two wings, usually able to fly. A bird 
in the hand is worth two in the bush, 
(proverb) Something which one has, though 
small, is better than anything one has not or 
cannot have. kill two birds with one 
stone, achieve two aims at the same time. 2 
(sf) young girl, esp a girlfriend. 
'bird-brained adj (s/) unintelligent. 
'bird-cage, cage for birds. 
ibird’s-,eye 'view, (а) wide view seen from 
high up. (b) (fig) general survey without de- 
tails. 
'bird-watcher, one who studies the habits 
of birds. 


biro /'batorau/ п [С] (p/ ~s) (P) (kind of) Бай 
point pen. : 

birth /b3:6/ » 1 [СО] (process of) being born, 
coming into the world: The baby weighed seven 
pounds at ~, when it was born. give birth 
to, produce (a child). 2 [U] origin, descent: 
She is Russian by ~ and British by marriage. 
‘birth-control, (method of) preventing an 
unwanted pregnancy. 
'birth-day, (anniversary of the) day of one’s 
birth. 
'birth-mark, mark on the body at or from 
birth. 
'birth-place, house ог district in which one 
was born. 
'birth-rate, number of births in one year for 
every 1000 persons. 

bis-cuit /'biskit/ я [С] flat, thin, crisp cake of 
many kinds, sweetened or unsweetened. 

bi-sect /,bai'sekt/ vt cut or divide into two 
(usually equal parts). 
bi-sec-tion  /,bai'sekfn/ и [U] division into 
two (equal) parts. 

bishop /'bifsap/ п [С] 1 Christian clergyman 
of high rank who organizes the work of the 
Church in a city or district. 2 chess piece. 
bishop-ric /-rik/, office, district, etc of a 
bishop. 

bi-son /'barsn/ n [С] (p/ unchanged) Euro- 
pean wild ox; American buffalo. 

bis-tro /'bi:strau/ и [С] (p/ ~s) small bar, res- 
taurant or nightclub. 

bit" /bit/ [C] 1 mouth-piece (metal bar) form- 
ing part of a horse’s bridle. 2 part of a tool that 
cuts or grips when twisted. 3 tool for boring or 
drilling holes. 

bit? /bit/ п [С] small piece of anything: He ate 
every ~ of (= all) his dinner. a bit, a little: 
She’s feeling а ~ tired. > off?(5). a bit of a, 
to a small degree: He’s а ~ of acoward. nota 
bit, not at all; not in the least: He doesn’t care 
a-~. wait a bit, a short time. bit by bit, 
slowly, gradually. every bit as good, etc 
as, equally (good, etc). go/come to bits, 
into small pieces. pull/cut/tear sth to 
bits, into smali pieces. 

bit? /bit/ © bite?. 

bitch /bitf/ » [С] 1 female dog, wolf or fox. 2 
(informal) spiteful woman or girl. 0 vi (infor- 
mai) complain bitterly; speak spitefully to or 
about a person. 

bite’ /bait/ 1 [С] act of biting. 2 [С] injury re- 
sulting from a bite or sting: His face was 
covered with ‘insect ~s. 3 [С] piece cut off by 
biting: J haven’t had а ~ since morning, have 
eaten nothing. 4 [C] catching of a fish on a 
hook: He had been fishing all morning but 
hadn't had a ~. 5 [U] sharpness; sting: There’s 
a~ in the air this morning. 6 [U] grip; hold: a 
file|screw with plenty of ~. 

bite? /bait/ уу (pt bit /bit/, pp bitten /'bitn/), 
1 cut into with the teeth: The dog bit me in the 
leg. bite off more than one can chew, 
attempt too much. bite the dust, (fig) fall to 
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the ground; be killed. bite one’s lip, try to 
conceal one’s anger or annoyance. 2 (a) (of 
fleas, mosquitoes, etc) sting. (b) (of fish) ac- 
cepi the bait: The fish wouldn't ~. 3 cause a 
sharp pain to; injure: His fingers were bitien by 
the frost/were 'frosi-bitten. 4 take strong hold 
of; grip: The roads were covered with sand and 
ihe wheels didnot ~. 

bit-ing /'baitin/ adj sharp; cutting: а ~ wind; 
~ words. 

bit-ing-ly adv 

bit-ten /'biten/ © bite. 

bit-ter /'bito(r)/ adj 1 (opposite = sweet?) tast- 
ing sharp and unpleasant. 2 unwelcome to the 
mind; unpleasant; causing sorrow: ~ 
disappointments|/memories. 3 filled with, 
showing, caused by, envy, hate or dis- 
appointment: ~ guarrels/enemies. 4 extremely 
sharp and coid: a ~ wind. 5 to the ,bitter 
‘end, until all that is possible has been done, 
even uatil death. 0 2 1 [U] bitter beer: a pint of 
~. 2 (pl) liquor made from herbs, fruits, etc 
used to help digestion, to flavour gin, etc. 
bit-ter-ly adv 

bit-ter-ness я [0] 

bit-tern /'dits:n/ и [С] any of several kinds of 
wading birds that live on marshes. 

bitu-men /'bitfumon/ п [U] black, sticky 
substance (from petroleum) used for making 
roads, etc. 

bi-valve /'baivelv/ п [О] water animal witha 
hinged double shell, eg an oyster, a mussel, a 
clam. 

bi-week-ly /,bai'wi:kii/ adj lasting for two 
weeks; happening every alternate week. 

bi-zarre /bi'za:(r)/ adj very odd to look at, to 
have occurred, etc: a ~~ experience. 

blab /bleb/ vi,vi (-bb-) talk foolishly or indis- 
creetly; tell (a secret). 

biack /blak/ adj (-er, -est) 1 without light or 
almost without light; of the colour of this 
printing-ink. be black and blue, covered 
with bruises. in black and white, writien 
down. be in sb’s black book(s), © 
book'(4). be not so biack as one is 
painted, be not so bad as one is said to be. 2 
(various uses, mostly to intensify the meaning 
of the noun): ~ despair|/moods. 3 (of work т а 
factory, shipyard, etc during a strike; of the 
materials, etc) not to be done, handled, etc: 
The strikers declared the work|cargo ~. 4 Ne- 
го. ал 1 [U} black colour. 2 [СО] Negro 
(formerly discrediting, but now widely used): 
B~ is beautiful a vt 1 make black; clean 
(boots, etc) with shoe-polish. 2 declare 
black (3): The strikers ~ed the ship] the cargo. 
jblack ‘'art/'magic, used for evil purposes. 
‘black-ball vz prevent (a person) from being 
elected a member р а club by voting against 
him at a secret ballo 

iblack-berry, et berry, black when ripe, 
growiug wild on bushes (called brambles). 
iblack-bird, common European songbird. 
‘black-baara, board used im schools for 
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writing and drawing on with chalk. 
'black-cur-rant, kind of currant with black 
fruit. 
jblack ‘gold, (informal) oil. 
ibiack-guard /'blega:d/n [С] person who be- 
haves dishonourably. а wi call (a person) а 
black guard; use very bad language about or to 
(a person). 
'‘black-head, (kind of) pimple on the skin, 
the top being black. 
»black ‘ice, ice, esp оп a road surface, which 
is invisible and dangerous to drive on. 
jblack-'lead, sofi, grey-black substance as 
used for lead pencils. 
'black-leg л [С] person who offers to work 
when the regular workers are on strike. а vi,vt 
(-gg-) betray (workers) by doing this. 
'black-list м [С] list of persons who are соп- 
sidered dangerous or who are to be punished. 
о vf enter a person’s name on sucha list. 
jblack 'magic, > Diack art. 
'black-mail vz, и [U] (force a person to make 
a) payment of money for not making known 
something io harm his character. Hence, 
‘biack-mailer, pcrson who does this. 
iblack 'market, (piace for) uniawful buying 
and selling of goods, currencies, etc. 
'black-out л [С] (a) (during wartime) the 
keeping of ail buildings, streets, etc dark in 
order to prevent any light being seen, esp from 
the air. (b) temporary complete failure of the 
memory or consciousness. (с) putting out of 
all lights on the stage of a theatre, eg for a 
change of scenery. а vi,vi cause a blackout 
((а) and (с) above); lose one’s memory, etc 
temporarily. 
ibiack ‘pudding, dark sausage made of 
blood, suet, etc. 
black ‘sheep, worthless person. 
iblack-smith, man who makes and repairs 
things of iron, esp who shoes horses. 
blacken /'bleken/ vt,vi 1 make or become 
black. 2 say harmful things about (a person). 
blad-der /'bleda(r)/ n [С] 1 bag of skin in 
which urine collects in human and animal bo- 
dies. > also gall-bladder. 2 bag of rubber, etc 
that can be filled with air, eg in a football. 
blade /bileid/ ч [С] 1 sharp cutting part of a 
knife, sword, chisel, etc. 2 ('razor-~) thin, flat 
piece of steel with a sharp edge for shaving: a 
packet of five razor-~s. 3 flat wide part of an 
oar (the part that goes into the water), bat, 
propeller, etc. 4:flat, long, narrow leaf, esp of 
grass and cereals (wheat, barley, etc). 
blame /bleim/ vt accuse a person of being re- 
sponsible for something: He ~d the teacher 
for his failure. I am not to ~, am not respons- 
ible. ап [U] responsibility for failure, etc: 
Where does the ~ lie? Who or what is respons- 
ible? г> put(3}. 
blame-iess adj ее from responsibility or 
faults; innocent. 
blame-jess-ly adv 
blan.e- worthy adj deserving blame. 
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blanch /bla:ntf US: blentf/ vt,vi 1 make or 
become pale or white, eg by taking the skin off 
almonds. 2 make or become pale with fear, 
cold, etc. 

bland /blend/ adj1 gentle or polite in manner 
or talk (usually not genuine). 2 (of air, food, 
drink) mild; comforting. 
bland-ly adv 
bland-ness n[U] 

blank /blenk/ adj 1 (of paper) with nothing 
written, printed or drawn on it: a ~ sheet of 
paper. 2 (of a document) with spaces in which 
details, signature, etc are to be filled in: a~ 
cheque. 3 empty; without interest or expres- 
sion: There was a ~ look on his face, He 
seemed not to be interested, not to under- 
stand, etc. My mind went ~, I could not recall 
things, esp things I needed to remember. on 
[C] 1 space left empty or to be filled (in an ap- 
plication form, etc). 2 empty surface; empti- 
ness: His mind|/memory was a complete ~, he 
could remember nothing. 3 cartridge without 
a bullet. 
blank cartridge, > blankz (3). 
blank cheque, signed but with no amount 
stated. 
blank verse, (a) without rhyme. (b) (usual- 
ly 10 lines) with a rhythm common in English 
epic and dramatic poems. 
biank.-ly adv 

blan-ket /'blenkit/ п [С] 1 thick, woollen 
covering as used on beds. 2 (fig) similar cover- 
ing or layer: a~ of snow. г> wet blanket. с vr 
be thickly covered with: The valley was ~ed 
with fog. 

blare /blea(r)/ и [U] sound or noise (as of 
trumpets or horns). п vi,vt make or produce 
such sounds: The trumpets ~d (forth). He ~d 
out a warning, shouted. 

blasé /'bla:zer US: bla:'zei/ adj tired of 
pleasure; bored. 

blas-pheme /bles'fi:m/ vi,vt speak in an ir- 
reverent way about God and sacred things: ~ 
the name of God. 
blas-phemer, person who blasphemes. 
blas-phem-ous /'blesfomas/ adj (a) (of per- 
sons) using blasphemy. (b) (of language) con- 
taining blasphemy. 
blas-phem-ous-ly adv 
blas-phemy /'bizsfami/ п [U] contemptuous 
or irreverent talk about God and sacred 
things; [C] instance of this. 

blast /bla:st US: blest/[C]1 strong, sudden 
rush of wind: А ~ of hot air came from the 
oven. 2 strong rush of air or gas spreading out- 
wards from an explosion: Thousands of win- 
dows were broken by the 'bomb-~. at full 
blast, (informal) with the maximum activity. 


3 sound made by a wind-instrument: The - 


hunter blew a ~ on his horn. 4 quantity of ex- 
plosive (eg dynamite) used at one time (eg ina 
quarry). с vt1 blow up (rocks, etc) with explo- 
sives. 2 cause to come to nothing; injure: The 
tree had been ~ed by lightning. His hopes were 


~ed. 3 blast off, (of spacecraft, etc) be 
forced upwards by expanding gases. 
'blast-furnace, for melting iron-ore by 
forcing heated air into it. 
'blast-off, (time of) launching of a space- 
craft. > vt3 above. 

blast /bla:st 05: blest/ int (used in curses or 
in anger): B~ you/it! 
blasted adj (used to show how strongly one 
feels): What а ~ed nuisance! 

bla-tant /'bleitent/ adj noisy and rough; at- 
tracting attention in a vulgar and shameless 
way; too obvious. 
bla-tant-ly adv 

blaze’ /bleiz/ я [C] 1 bright flame or fire: We 
could see the ~ of a fire through the window. 2 
fire; burning building: /1 took the firemen two 
hours to put out the ~. 3 (pl) hell: Go to ~s! Не 
was working like ~s, working very hard. 4 
glow of colour: bright light: The red tulips 
made a ~ of colour in the garden. § violent out- 
burst: ina ~ of anger. 

blaze? /bleiz/ vi,vt 1 burn with flame: When 
the firemen arrived the whole building was blaz- 
ing. 2 be bright with colour: shine brightly or 
with warmth: The sun ~d down on us. 3 burst 
out with strong feeling: He was blazing with 
anger |indignation. 
blaz-ing adj 

blaze? /bleiz/ п [С] white mark on а horse’s ог 
an ox’s face; mark made on a tree by cutting 
the bark. с vt mark (a tree) by cutting off part 
of the bark. blaze a trail, (fiz) be first to do 
something and show others how to doit. 

blaze‘ /bleiz/ vt make known far and wide: ~ 
the news (abroad). 

blazer /'bleiza(r)/ п [С] loose-fitting jacket 
(sometimes in the colours of a school, club, 
team, etc). 

bleach /bli:t{/ п [0] chemical used for bleach- 
ing or sterilizing. в vt,vimake or become white 
(by chemical action or sunlight): ~ Jinen; 
bones of animals ~ ing on the desert sand. 

bleak /bli:k/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (of the weather) 
cold and miserable; (of a place) bare, swept by 
cold winds: a ~ hillside. 2 (fig) depressing: ~ 
prospects. 
bleak-ly adv 

bleary /'bliori/ adj dim; blurred. 
ibleary-'eyed /,bliari 'aid/ adj having blurred 
vision. 

bleat /bli:t/ п [СУ] cry of a sheep, goat or 
calf. о vi,vt make acry of this kind. 

bleed /bli:d/ vi,vt (pt.pp bled /bled/) 1 lose, 
send out, blood: suffer wounds (for a cause, 
etc): If you cut your finger it will ~. 2 feel great 
distress: Our hearts ~ for homeless people dur- 
ing this cold winter. 3 (informal) force (a per- 
son) to pay money unjustly: The blackmailers 
bled him for £500. 

bleep /bli:p/ п [С] high-pitched sound or sig- 
nal as sent out by radio (eg used in a hospital 
to calla doctor). а vimake such sounds. 


‘blem-ish /'blemif/ и [СХ] mark, etc that 
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spoils the beauty or perfection; moral defect: 
without ~, faultless. о vt spoil the perfection 
of. 

blench /blent{/ vi make a quick movement of 
fear. 

blend /blend/ vt,vi1 mix together, esp sorts of 
coffee, tobacco, spirits, etc to get a certain 
quality. 2 mix, form a mixture: Oil does not ~ 
with water. 3 go well together; have no sharp 
or unpleasant contrast: How well their voices 
~!4 (esp of colours) pass by degrees into each 
other: These two colours ~ well. a п [С] mix- 
ture made of various sorts (of tea, tobacco, 
etc): This coffee isa~ of Java and Brazil. 

bless /bles/ vt (pt,pp ~ed /blest/ and blest, as 
in 5 below) 1 ask God’s favour for: They 
brought the children to Jesus and he ~ed them. 
2 wish happiness or favour to: B~ you, my 
boy! 3 consecrate; make sacred or holy: bread 
~ed at the altar. 4 be blessed with, be for- 
tunate in having: May you always be ~ed with 
good health. 5 (dated informal) (in exclama- 
tions): Bw my soul! Гт blest if 1 know! I don’t 
know at all. 6 Bless you! (said to a person 
who has sneezed.) | 

bies-sed /'blesid/ adj 1 holy, sacred: the Вл 
Virgin, the mother of Jesus; the B~ Sacra- 
ment, Holy Communion. 2 fortunate: B~ are 
the poor in spirit. 3 the B~, those who are 
with God in paradise. 4 (s/) = blasted: Гуе 
broken the whole ~ 101. 

biess-ing /'blesin/ n[C]1 the favour of God; 
prayer for God’s favour; thanks to God be- 
fore or after a meal: ask a~. 2 something that 
one is glad of, that brings comfort or happi- 
ness: What a ~ it is you didn’t get caught in the 
storm yesterday! a blessing in disguise, 
something that seemed unfortunate, but that 
is seen later to be fortunate. 

blew /blu:/ > blow?. 

blight /blait/ n 1 [U] (sorts of) plant disease; 
mildew. 2 [C] evil influence of obscure origin: 
а ~ on his hopes. а vt be a bad influence on: 
His hopes were ~ed. 

blind! /biaind/ adj 1 without the power to see: 
Tom helped the ~ man across the road. turna 
blind eye {to sth), pretend not to see it. 2 
unable to see effects, to judge or understand 
well: Mothers are sometimes ~ to the faults of 
their children. 3 reckless; thoughtless: In his ~ 
haste he almost ran into the river. 4 not having 
a purpose: Some people think that the world is 
governed by ~ forces. 
iblind 'aliey, c alley. 
iblind 'date, > date’. 
blind 'drunk, very drunk. 
iblind-man’s 'buff, game in which a person 
is blindfolded and tries to catch and identify 
others. 
‘blind spot, (a) point on the retina insens- 
ible to light. (b) (fig) something one does not 
seem able to understand or know in spite of 
having information. 
blind ‘turning, one in a road that cannot 


blench/block 


easily be seen by drivers. 

blind? /blaind/ vt 1 make blind: a ~ing light. 
2 (fig) take away the power of judgement: His 
feelings for her ~ed him te her faults. 

blind-ly adv 

blind-ness и [0] 

blind? /blaind/ n [С] 1 roll of cloth fixed on a 
rolier and pulled down to cover a window: pull 
down|lower, draw up|raise the ~s. 2 (fig) de- 
ception: И was onlya~w. 

blind-fold /'blaindfauid/ vt cover the eyes of 
(a person) with a bandage, scarf, etc so that he 
cannot see. аи [С] such a cover. о adj (as) with 
the eyes bandaged, etc: J could do it ~, easily. 

blink /blink/ vi,vt 1 shut and open the eyes 
quickly: ~ the eyes; ~ away a tear. 2 (of lights, 
esp when in the distance) come and go; shine 
in an unsteady way: We saw the lighthouse 
~ing on the horizon. в п [С] act of blinking. 

blink-ers /'blinkoz/ и р/ leather squares to 
prevent a horse from seeing sideways. 

biip /blip/ п [С] 1 short sound as from elec- 
tronic equipment. 2 spot of light on a radar 
screen. 

bliss /blis/ n[U] perfect happiness; great joy. 
'bliss-ful /-fl/ adj 
'bliss-fully /-foli/ adv 

blis-ter /'blisto(r)/ и [С] 1 small swelling un- 
der the skin, filled with liquid (caused by rub- 
bing, burning, etc): /f your shoes are too tight, 
you may get ~s on your feet. 2 similar swelling 
on the surface of metal, painted or varnished 
wood, etc. о vt,vicause, get, a blister or blisters 
on. 

blitz /blits/ п [С] rapid, violent attack (esp 
from the air). o vt damage or destroy in this 
way. 

bliz-zard /'blizod/ п [С] violent and heavy 
snowstorm. 

bloated /'bloutid/ adj1 swollen; fat and large 
in an unhealthy way: а ~ face. 2 (fig): ~ with 
pride, very proud. 

biob /blob/ п [C] drop of liquid, eg paint; 
small round mass, eg of wax; spot of colour. o 
vt (-bb-) drop (paint, etc) in blobs. 

bioc /bipk/ n [С] combination of parties, 
groups, states, etc with a special interest: the 
sterling ~, of countries with currencies related 
to sterling. 

block' /Ыок/ я [С] 1 large, solid piece of 
wood, stone, etc: A butcher cuts up his meat on 
а large ~ of wood. 2 mass of buildings (shops, 
offices, apartments, etc) joined together; (esp 
(5) area of buildings bounded by four streets; 
the length of one side of such an area: To reach 
the post office, walk two ~s and then turn left. 
3 division of seats in a theatre, concert hall, 
etc. 4 large quantity or unit: a ~ bocking, 
reservations for a group (to travel, etc). 5 ob- 
struction: There was a ~ in the pipe and the 
water couldn't flow away. ©} road-block. 6 
the ~, (in olden times) large piece of wood on 
which a person put his neck to have his head 
cut off as a punishment. 7 shaped piece of 


block /biot 

wood on which hats are moulded. 8 (often ~ 
and tackle) pulley, or system of pulleys, in a 
wooden case. 9 piece of wood or metal with 
designs, etc cut (engraved) on it for printing. 
10 (s/) (person’s) head: ГИ knock your ~ off! 
2> blockhead. 

iblock ‘letters/'writing, with each letter 
separate and in capitals: Write your name in~ 
letters. 

block? /blok/ у! 1 make movement difficult 
or impossible; obstruct: All roads were ~ed by 
the heavy snowfall. 2 make (action) difficult or 
impossible: The general succeeded in ~ing the 
enemy’s plans. 3 (chiefly in the pp) restrict the 
use or expenditure of (currency, etc): ~ed ster- 
ling. 4 shape (eg hats) on а block'(7). 5 
block in/out, make a rough sketch or plan 
of the general arrangement (of objects in a 
drawing, etc). 

block-ade /bin'keid/ л [С] the enclosing or 
surrounding of a place, eg by armies or war- 
ships, to keep goods or people from entering 
` ог]зауш?. rus the blockade, get through 
it o vt make a blockade of, eg a fort, etc. 

block-age /'blokid3/ п [С] 1 state of being 
blocked. 2 thing that blocks: There’s a ~ in the 
drain-pipe. 

block-head /'blnkhed/ п [С] uninteliigent 
and stupid person. 

bioke /blouk/ п [С] ($1) man. 

blond /blond/ п [С], adj (man of European 
race) having fair complexion and hair. 

blonde /biond/ л [С], adj (woman who is) 
blond. 

blood /biad/ п (U] 1 red liquid flowing 
throughout the body: 2 passion; temper. 
make one’s 'blood boil, > make'(13). 
(kil! sb) т coid bloed, wiser one is not 
feeling angry or excited; deliberately. make 


one’s ‘blood run cold, fill one with fear or _ 


horror. 3 relationships; family: They are of the 
same ~, have ancestors in common. one’s 
own flesh and ‘blood, one’s relations. 
Blood is thicker than water, (proverb) 
The ties of one’s family are more important. 
‘blood bank, © bank*(2). 

'blood-bath, large-scale slaughter, eg during 
a revolution. 

‘blood count, (counting of the) number of 
red and white corpuscles in a certain volume 
of blood. 

‘blood-curdiing adj producing feelings of 
horror. | 
‘pblood-donor, person who gives blood for 
transfusions. 

‘blood feud, serious quarrel between fami- 
lies. 

'‘iblood-group/-type, any of several distinct 
classes of human blood. 

blood-'heat, the normal temperature of hu- 
man biood (about 98-5°F or 37°C). 
ibiood-hound, large dog able to trace а per- 
son by scent. 

‘plood-peisoning, condition that results 
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when poisonous germs enter the blood, esp 
through a cut or wound. , 
‘blood pressure, the force exerted by blood 
within the arteries. 
blood 'red adj having the colour of blood. 
‘blood relation, related by blood, not by 
marriage. 
'blood-shed, killing or wounding of people. 
‘blood-shot adj (of the white of the eyes) red. 
'‘blood-sports п р! outdoor sports in which 
animais or birds are killed. 
'blocd-stream, fiow of blood, system of 
blood vessels, in the body. 
‘blood-thirsty adj (-ier, -iest) cruel and tak- 
ing pleasure in killing. 
‘biood-transfusion, transfer of blood (ori- 
ginally taken) from the veins of one person to 
those of another. 
‘biood-vessel, tube (vein or artery) through 
which blood flows in the body. 
blood-less adj (а) without bloodshed: а 
~less victory. (b) pale; unfeeling and cold- 
hearted. 
blood-less-ly аду 

bloody /'bladi/ adj 1 bleeding; covered with 
blood: а ~ позе. 2 with much bloodshed: a ~ 
battle. 3 (vulgar) (used to show emphasis, eith- 
er bad or good, but often with no meaning): 
What а ~ shame! Yowre a ~ fool!/genius! a 
adv (vulgar sl): Not ~ likely! Certainly not! 
ibloody-'minded, (s/) unwilling to co- 
operate. 

bloom /blu:m/ п 1 [С] flower, esp of plants 
admired chiefly for their flowers (eg roses, tu- 
lips, chrysanthemums): The tulips are in full ~ 
now. 2 (sing only) (time of) greatest beauty or 
perfection: She was in the ~ of youth. в vil be 
in flower; bear flowers: The roses have been 
~ing all summer. 2 (fig) be in full beauty and 
perfection. 

bicomer /'blu:moa(r)/ п [С] (s) mistake: Не 
made a tremendous ~. 

bloom-ers /'blu:maz/ п р/ (also a pair of ~) 
loose article of clothing covering each leg to 
the knee and hanging from the waist, formerly 
worn by girls and women for games, cycling, 
etc, with or without a skirt. 

blos-som /'blosam/ 1 [С] flower, esp of a 
fruit-tree. 2 [U] mass of flowers on a bush or 
tree: The apple-trees are in ~. в vi open into 
flowers: The cherry-trees will ~ next month. 2 
develop: He ~ed out as a first-rate athlete. 

blot /blot/ п [С] 1 mark caused by ink spilt on 
paper. 2 fault; disgrace; something that takes 
away the beauty or goodness: a ~ on his 
character; a ~ on the landscape, eg an ugly 
building or advertisement. а у! (-tt-) 1 make a 
blot or blots on (paper with ink). 2 dry up (wet 
ink) with blotting-paper. 3 Blot out, (a) 
make a blot over (words that have been writ- 
ten): Several words in his letter had been ~ ted 
out. (Ъ) hide from view: The mist came down 
and ~ted out the view. (с) destroy, extermi- 
nate (enemies, etc). 
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blot-ter, piece or pad of blotting-paper. 
iblot-ting-paper, absorbent paper used to 
dry up wet ink. 

blotch /blot/ п [C] large, discoloured mark 
(eg on the skin). 

blouse /blauz US: blaus/ n [C] article of 
clothing from neck to waist, worn by women 
and girls, etc. 

blow’ /blou/ п [К] 1 hard stroke (given with 
the hand, a stick, etc): He struck his enemy a 
heavy ~ on the head. come to blows, fight. 
strike a blow for, (perform a single act of) 
support for; struggle for: strike a ~ for free- 
dom. 2 shock; disaster: His wife’s death was a 
great ~ tohim. > soften(2). 

blow? /blou/ vi,vt (pt blew /blu:/, pp ~n 
/bloun/, or, 9 below, ~ed) 1 (with air, wind, or 
it as the subject) move along, flow as a current 
of air: The wind was ~ing round the street- 
corners. 2 (of the wind) cause to move: The 
wind blew my hat off. I was almost ~n over by 
the wind. 3 (of objects, etc) be moved or car- 
ried by the wind or other air current: The door 
blew open. 4 send or force a strong current of 
air on, into or through: ~ (on) one’s food (to 
cool it); ~ one’s nose, in order to clear it. 5 
make by blowing: ~ bubbles. 6 produce sound 
from (a trumpet, etc) by sending air into it; (of 
a wind-instrument, etc) produce sound: The 
referee blew his whistle. We heard the bugles 
~ing. 7 breathe hard and quickly: The old man 
was puffing and ~ing when he got to the top of 
the hill. 8 (of a fuse) melt because the electric 
current is too strong; cause to do this: The fuse 
has ~n. 9 (sl uses) spend (money) recklessly or 
extravagantly: ~ £30 on a dinner with a girl- 
friend. Well, Гт ~ed! Гт amazed! blow 
one‘s top, (sl) lose one’s temper. > also 
mind'(2). 

11 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 

blow back, (of gas in a tube, etc) explode. 
blow off steam, release tension by arguing, 
being noisy, etc: Parents must let children ~ 
off steam sometimes. 

blow (sth) out, (be) put out by blowing: 
The candle was ~n out by the wind. blow 
one’s brains out, kill oneself by shooting in 
the head. 

blow over, pass by; be forgotten: The 
storm|scandal will soon ~ over. 

blow up, (a) explode: The barrel of gun- 
powder blew up. (b) lose one’s temper: Гт 
sorry I blew up at you. blow sb up, (informal) 
scold severely: The teacher blew John up for 
not doing his homework. blow sth up, (a) 
break or destroy by explosion: The soldiers 
blew up the bridge. (b) inflate with air or gas: 
~ up a tyre. (c) enlarge greatly: ~ up a photo- 
graph. (9) exaggerate: David's abilities have 
been greatly ~n up by the newspapers. 
'‘blow-fly, bluebottle. 

'ipblow-lamp/-torch, for directing an in- 
tensely hot flame on toa surface. _, 
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'blow-out, (a) sudden (often violent) escape 
of air, steam, etc; (esp) bursting of a tyre. (b) 
blowing out of an electric fuse. (c) (s/). big 
meal; feast. 
'blow-pipe, (esp) tube for increasing the heat 
of a flame by forcing air into it. 
‘blow-up, greatly enlarged photograph. 

blow? /blou/ п [С] blowing(4): Give your nose 
a good ~, clear it thoroughly. 

blow’ /blou/ vi (pp ~n /blaun/) (chiefly in pp 
as) full-~ roses, wide open, with petals about 
to fall. 

blower /'bioua(r)/ п [С] 1 apparatus for forc- 
ing air, etc into or through something. 2 per- 
son who makes things by blowing (eg a 'glass- 
~). 3 (СВ sl) telephone: Get Jones on the ~ for 
me. 

blown /bloun; pp of biow”. > also blow’. 

blowzy /'blauzi/ adj (of a woman) red-faced, 
untidy and cheaply dressed. 

blub-ber /'blabo(r)/ п [О] fat of whales and 
other sea-animals from which oil is obtained. 

bludgeon /'bladgan/ п [С] short, thick stick 
with a heavy end, used as a weapon. в wt 1 
strike with a stick: He had been ~ed to death. 2 
(fig) force or bully somebody into doing some- 
thing. 

blue’ /blu:/ adj (-r, -st) coloured like the sky 
on a Clear day or the deep sea when the sun is 
shining: His face was ~ with cold. once ina 
blue moon, very rarely. 

blue? /blu:/ n 1 [U] colour: dark/light ~. 2 the 
sky. out of the blue, unexpectedly. a bolt 
from the blue, unexpected. 3 (poetic) (the) 
sea. 4 a true blue, a loyal member (of a 
right-wing political party, esp Conservative). 
5 the ~s, (a) (dances, dance tunes, for) 
haunting jazz melodies originally of Negroes 
in the southern US. (b) (informal) condition 
of being sad, melancholy. 
iblue 'blooded adj of aristocratic birth. | 
'blue-bottle, large fly with a blue body. 
blue cheese, kinds which have been pierced 
with copper rods to produce a blue mould. 
jblue-'collar adj used of workers in factories, 
etc (contrasted with white-collar workers in 
offices, etc). 
‘blue-eyed adj (a) having blue eyes. (b) fav- 
ourite: He’s mummy’s ~- eyed boy! 
blue 'film, obscene film. 
blue ‘joke, obscene joke. 
'blue-print, (a) photographic print, white 
on blue paper, usually for building plans. (b) 
(fig) plan, scheme. 
'pblue-stock-ing, woman who is regarded as 
having superior literary tastes and intellectual 
interests. 
blu-ish /'blu:f/ adj tending towards blue: blu- 
ish green. 

це? /blu:/ vt 1 make blue. 2 (s/) spend 
(money) recklessly: bluing £100 on a coat. 

bluff" /blaf/ п [С] headland with a broad and 
very steep face. a adj 1 (of headlands, cliffs, a 
ship’s bows) with a broad, perpendicular 
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front. 2 (of a person, his manner, etc) rough 
but simple, honest and kind. | 
bluff-ness п [0] 

bluff? /blaf/ vi,vi deceive by pretending. 
bluff it out, survive a difficult situation by 
pretence. o n [U] deception of this kind; (the 
use of) threats that are intended to get results 
without being carried out. сай sbh’s bluff, 
invite him to carry out his threats. 

blu-ish /'blu:if/ D> blue?. 

blun-der /'blanda(r)/ vi,vt 1 move about un- 
certainly, as if blind: ~ into a wall. 2 make 
foolish mistakes: Our leaders have ~ed again. 
on([C} careless mistake. 

blunt /blant/ adj (-er, -est) 1 without a point 
or sharp edge: a ~ knife. 2 (of a person, what 
he says) plain; not trying to be polite: He’sa~ 
man. a vt make blunt: Jf you try to cut stone 
with aknife, you will ~ the edge. 
blunt-ly adv: to speak ~ly, frankly. 
biunt-ness л [0] 

blur /bls:(r)/ п [С] 1 dirty spot or mark; smear 
of ink. 2 confused or indistinct effect: If, when 
you read, you see only а ~, you need glasses. п 
vt,vi (-rr-) make a dirty mark or smear оп; 
make or become unclear in appearance: Tears 
~red her eyes. The writing was ~red. 

blurb /bdis:b/ n [С] description of the contents 
of a book, printed on the jacket, etc. 

blurt /bls:t/ vt blurt sth out, tell, eg a secret, 
suddenly, often thoughtlessly. 

blush /blaf/ vi1 become red (in the face) from 
shame or confusion. 2 be ashamed. о п [С] 
reddening of the face, eg from shame, etc: She 
turned away to hide her ~es. 

blus-ter /'blasta(r)/ vi,vt 1 (of the wind, 
waves, etc) storm; be rough or violent. 2 (of 
persons) act and speak in a forceful but rather 
unsteady, often rather boastful way. 3 say in 
this way: ~ out threats. в п [U] 1 noise of 
violent wind or waves. 2 forceful, noisy talk, 
behaviour, threats. 
blus-tery adj (of the weather) rough and 
windy. 

boa /'baua/ п [С] (also 'boa-constrictor) 
large non-poisonous snake that kills by crush- 
ing its prey. 

boar /bo:(r)/ п [C] 1 wild male pig. 2 uncas- 
trated male domestic pig. 

board! /bo:d/ п [C] 1 long, thin, flat piece of 
wood with squared edges, used in building 
walls, floors, boats, ship’s decks, etc. 2 flat 
piece of wood or other material for a special 
purpose: а 'notice-~; a ‘diving ~, (at a swim- 
ming pool). 3 flat surface with patterns, etc on 
which games, eg chess, are played. 4 (from the 
boards that form the deck of a ship) be/go 
on board, be/go on a ship or airliner. go by 
the board, (fig) (of plans, hopes, etc) be 
given up or abandoned; fail completely. > 
also sweep(3). 5 committee; group of per- 
sons controlling a business, or a government 
department: the ,B~ of 'Trade; a Se'lection 
B~, one that selects (future staff, etc) from ap- 


plicants or candidates. across the board, 
2> across”. 6 [U] food served at table, esp 
meals supplied by the week or month (eg at a 
lodging-house) or as part payment for service: 
Bw and lodging £25 weekly. 7 = cardboard. 
'board-room, room in which meetings (of a 
Board of Directors, etc) are held. 

board? /bo:d/ vt,vi 1 make or cover with 
boards(1): ~ up a window. 2 get, supply with, 
meals for a fixed weekly, monthly, etc pay- 
ment: /n а university town, many people make a 
living by ~ing students (> board'(6)). 3 get 
on or into (a ship, train, bus, etc). 

boarder, (a) person who boards with some- 
body. г> 2 above. (b) schoolboy or girl at a 
boarding-school (> below). 

board-ing, (a) structure of boards(1). (b) 
the providing or receiving of board(6). 
'boarding-card, pass for getting on an air- 
liner or ship. 

'boarding-house, private house that pro- 
vides board and lodging. 

‘boarding schooi, one at which pupils live. 

boast /boust/ и [С] words used in praise of 
oneself, one’s acts, belongings, etc; cause for 
satisfaction or pride: /t was his ~ that he had 
never failed an examination. о vt,vi 1 make а 
boast or boasts: Не ~s of being/~s that he is 
the best tennis-player in the town. 2 possess 
with pride: Our school ~s a fine swimming- 
pool. 

boast-ful /-fl/ adj (of persons) fond of boast- 
ing. 

boast-fully /-fali/ adv 

boat /bout/ п [С] small open vessel for travel- 
ling in on water, esp the kind moved with oars 
(‘rowing ~), sails (‘sailing ~), engines 
('‘motor-~); also used of fishing-vessels and 
small steamers: We crossed the river by [та 
~. be (all) in the same boat, have the 
same dangers to face. miss the boat, > 
miss*(1). & also rock”. п vi travel in a boat, 
esp for pleasure: We ~ed down the river. > 
also ferry-boat, houseboat and lifeboat. 
'boat-house, shed in which boats are stored. 
'boat-man, (a) man who rows or sails а 
small boat for pay. (b) man from whom boats 
may be hired. 

'boat-race, race between boats. 
'boat-train, train that takes people to or 
from a boat. 

boat-swain /'bousn/ п [С] senior seaman 
who controls the work of other seamen and is 
in charge of a ship’s rigging, boats, sails, etc. 

bob! /bpb/ vi (-bb-) move up and down: The 
cork on his fishing-line was ~ bing on the water. 
ой [С] quick up and down movement; curtsy. 

bob? /bpob/ vt (-bb-) cut (a woman’s or girl’s 
hair) so that it is short and hangs loosely: She 
wears her hair ~bed. 

bob-bin /'bobin/ п [С] small roller or spool 
for thread, wire, etc in a machine. 

bobby /'bob:i/ п [Cl (GB dated informal) 
policeman. ; 
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bob-sleigh, bob-sled /'bobsle1, -sled/ и 
[С] racing sleigh for two or more persons. п vi 
ride in a bobsleigh. 

bode /boud/ ур, bode well/ill for. be a 
good/bad sign of: His idle habits ~ И! for his 
future, suggest that his future career will be a 
failure. & forbode. 

bod-ice /'bpdis/ п [С] close-fitting part of a 
woman’s dress from the shoulders to the 
waist. 

bodily /'bodoli/ adj of or in the human body 
or physical nature: ~ (= physica!) assault. о 
adv 1 as a whole or mass; completely: The shed 
was transported ~ (= as a whole, without be- 
ing pulled down) to the end of the garden. 2 in 
person; in the body. 

bod-kin /'bodkin/ п [С] blunt, thick needle. 

body /'bodi/ м [С] (р! -ies) 1 the whole 
physical structure of a man or animal: We 
wear clothes to keep our bodies warm. 2 dead 
body: corpse: His ~ was brought back to En- 
gland for burial. 3 main portion of a man or 
animal without the head, arms and legs: He 
received one wound in the left leg and ancther in 
the ^. 4 main part of a structure: the ~ of a 
car. 5 group of persons who do something 
together or who are united in some way: Large 
bodies of unemployed men marched through the 
streets demanding work. in a body, all to- 
gether; as a whole: The staff resigned ina~.6 
mass, quantity, collection: A lake is a ~ of 
water. 7 the heavenly bodies, the sun, moon 
and stars. © also anybody, everybody, no- 
body, somebody. 

'body-guard, man or men guarding an im- 
portant person. 

body 'politic, the population ofa nation. 
'body-snatcher, person who steals corpses 
from graves. 

'body-work, main part, material, of (esp) а 
motor-vehicle. 

bog /bpg/ п [C] (area of) soft, wet, spongy 
ground (chiefly of decayed or decaying veg- 
etable matter). о vt,vi (-gg-) bog down. 
(cause to) be stuck fast, unable to make pro- 
gress: The tanks were ~ged down in the mud. 
Don’t get ~ged down in too many facts. 
bogay adj (-ier, -iest) (of land) soft and wet. 

bo-gey /'bougi/ = bogy. 

boggle /'bpg}/ vi be unwilling, hesitate, to do 
something: The mind/imagination ~s (at the 
idea), is alarmed at the idea. 

bo-gus /'bsugas/ adj not genuine. 

bogy, bo-gey /'boug:/ п [С] (р/ -ies, ~s) evil 
spirit; cause of fear. 

boil! /boul/ и [С] hard (usually red, often pain- 
ful) poisoned swelling under the skin, which 
bursts when ripe. 

Бой? /boil/ п [U] boiling point. be on the 
boii, be boiling. bring sth to the boil, heat 
it until it boils. come to the boil, (a) begin 
to boil. (b) (fig) reach a crisis. 

boil? /boil/ vi,vt 1 (of water or other liquid, 
also of the vessel that contains it) reach the 
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temperature at which change to gas occurs; 
bubble ир:. When water ~s it changes into 
steam. The kettle is ~ing. 2 (of the sea, of a 
person’s feelings, etc) be very disturbed: He 
was ~ing (over) with rage. 3 cause water or 
other liquid to boil; cook in boiling water: 
Please ~ my egg for three minutes. 4 (uses with 
adverbial particles and prepositions): 
boil away, (a) continue to boil: The kettle 
was ~ing away but no-one saw it. (b) boil until 
nothing remains: The water had all ~ed away 
and the kettle was empty. 
boil down, be reduced in quantity: /t all ~s 
down to this..., (informal) The essence (of the 
statement, proposal, etc) is... 
boil! over, flow over the side: The milk had 
~ed over. 
‘boiling 'hot adj (informal) very hot: а ,-~ing 
hot ‘day. 
'boiling-point, (a) temperature at which a 
liquid boils. (b) (fig) height of excitement, 
anger, etc. 

boiler /‘boilo(r)/ п [С] metal container in 
which water, etc is heated, eg for producing 
steam in an engine, for supplying hot water. 
‘boiler-suit, overalls for rough, dirty work. 

bois-ter-ous /'boistoras/ adj (of a person, 
his behaviour) noisy and cheerful. 

bold /bould/ adj (-er, -est) 1 without fear; 
showing absence of fear. 2 without feelings of 
shame. as bold as brass, daring. 3 well 
marked; clear: the ~ outline of amountain. 
bold-ly adv 
bold-ness и [0] 

Бой /boul/ п [С] pod for seeds (of cotton and 
flax). 
‘bol! ‘weevil, small destructive insect in 
cotton-plants. 

bol-lard /'bpled/ п [С] 1 post on a quay ога 
ship’s deck for making ropes secure. 2 similar 
post on a traffic island, or a roadway, for or- 
ganizing parking, directing traffic. 

bol-ster' /'bau!sta(r)/ [Cl long pillow. 

bol-ster? /'bauista(r)/ vt give (greatly needed 
encouragement or) support to, eg a person, 
theory, etc: She'll need ~ing up if you want her 
to win the race. 

bolt! /boult/ n[C]1 metal fastening for a door 
or window, consisting of a sliding pin or rod 
and a hole into which it fits. 2 metal pin witha 
head at one end and a thread (as on a screw) at 
the other, used with a nut for holding things 
together. 3 discharge of lightning. © 
thunder-bolt. o vt,vi fasten with a bolt or 
bolts(1): ~ the doors. 

bo!t? /boult/ vi,vt 1 (esp of a horse) run off out 
of control. 2 run away quickly: As soon as 1 
came downstairs the burglar ~ed through the 
back door. 3 swallow (food) quickly: We ~ed 
down a little food and hurried on. a п [С] act of 
running away. make a belt for it, run away 
quickly. 

bolt? /boult/ adv (only in) bolt ро sud- 
denly and completely upright. 
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bomb /bom/ п [С] hollow metal ball or shell 
filled either with explosive or with smoke, gas, 
etc. go like a bomb, (GB sl) be very efficient, 
successful, etc: My new car/The concert went 
likea~.avt,viattack with bombs. 
bomber, (a) aircraft used for bombing. (b) 
soldier trained in bombing. 

'bomb-shell, (fiz) (a) thing that causes great 
surprise ог shock.-(b) (informal) beautiful 
woman. 

Бот.Бага /bom'ba:d/ vt 1 attack with shells 
from big guns. 2 (fig) worry with many ques- 
tions, requests, complaints, etc. 
bom-bard-ment n[C,U] 

bond /bond/ п [С] 1 agreement ог engage- 
ment that a person is bound to observe, esp 
one that has force in law; document, signed 
and sealed, containing such an agreement. 2 
(usually fig) something that joins or unites: the 
ns) of affection. 3 printed paper issued by a 
government or a corporation acknowledging 
that money has been lent to it and will be paid 
back with interest. 

bone /bsun/ п [К] спе of the parts that make 
up the framework of an animal’s body: This 
fish has a lot of ~s in it. feelin one’s bones 
that, feel certain that. have a bone to pick 
with sb, have something to argue or com- 
plain about. make no ,bones a'‘bout it/ 
doing sth, not hesitate to do it. o vt take 
bones out of (a chicken, etc). 
ibone 'dry adj completely dry. 
ibone-'idle/-azy adj very idle. 

bon-fire /'bonfaia(r)/ п [С] large fire made 
out of doors either to celebrate some event or 
to burn rubbish, etc 

bon-kers /'boykaz/ adj (5/) insane. 

bon-net /'bonit/ п [С] 1 close-fitting head- 
dress with a soft brim, usually tied under the 
chin, as worn by babies. 2 (GB) protective 
cover over the engine of a motor-vehicle (US 
= hood). 

bonny /'boni/ adj (-1ег, -iest) healthy look- 
ing; with a glow of health: a~ baby. 

bo-nus /'bounas/ п [С] (p/ ~es) payment in 
addition to what is usual, necessary or expect- 
ed, eg an extra payment to workers. 
no 'claims bonus, percentage reduction т 
an insurance premium (for a motor-vehicle) if 
claims are not made. 

bony /'boun:/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 full of bones: a 
~ fish, eg a herring. 2 having big or prominent 
bones: ~ fingers. 

boo /bu:/ int 1 sound made to show disappro- 
val or contempt. 2 exclamation used to sur- 
prise or startle. а vt,vimake such sounds: The 

speaker was ~ed off the platform. 

boob’ /bu:b/ п [С] (informal) silly mistake. о 
vimake a silly mistake. 

boob? /bu:b/ [С] <) woman’s breast. 

booby /'bu:bi/ п [Cj silly or stupid person. 
booby prize, prize given as a joke, eg to the 
person who is last a race, etc. 
'‘booby-trap, apparently karmiess object 


that will kill or injure when picked up or .inter- 
fered with. 

book’ /buk/ п [C] 1 number of sheets of pap- 
er, either printed or blank, fastened together 
in a cover; literary composition that would fill 
such a set of sheets: write a ~~. 2 main division 
of the Bible: the B~ of Genesis. 3 packet of 
similar items fastened together: a ~ of 
stamps|matches. 4 (pl) business accounts, re- 
cords, etc: The firm has full ‘order ~s, orders 
for goods. be in sb’s good/bad/black 
books, have/not have his favour or appro- 
val. | 
'book-case, piece of furniture with shelves 
for books. 
'book-club, organization that sells books at 
a discount to members. 
'‘book-ends, pair of ornaments, etc used to 
keep a row of books upright. 
'book-keeper, person who keeps accounts, 
eg of a business, public office. 
‘book-keeping, (profession of) keeping 
(business) accounts. 
'book-maker, person whose business ts tak- 
ing bets on horse-races, etc. 
'book-mark (er), something put in a book to 
show where the reader is. 
'book-seller, person who sells books. 
Боск shop, shop selling books. 
'bhook-stall, kiosk, etc at which books, news- 
papers, etc are sold, in a railway station, a 
hotel lobby, etc. 
‘book token, receipt (on an attractive card) 
exchangeable for a book at the value stated. 
'book-worm, (a) small maggot that eats 
holes in books. (Ъ) person who is very fond of 
reading. 


book? /buk/ vt 1 write down (orders, etc) in a 


notebook. 2 (of the police) record a charge 
against (a person): be ~ed for speeding. 3 give 
or receive an order for, eg tickets for a jour- 
ney. 4 engage (a person) as a speaker, enter- 
tainer, etc. 5 book in (at), register (at a 
hotel, etc). 

book-able /-эЫ/ adj (of seats, etc) that can be 
reserved: all seats ~able in advance. 
'book-ing clerk, person who sells tickets, eg 
ata railway station. 

'‘book-ing office office where tickets are 
sold (for travel, the theatre). 


bookie /'buk:/ п [С] (informal) = bookmak- 


er. 


book-let /'buklit/n[C] pamphlet, thin book. 
boom! /bu:m/ п [С] 1 long pole used to keep 


the bottom of a sail stretched out. 2 long, 
movable arm for a microphone. 3 long pole 
fastened to а crane'(2), used for (unloading 
cargo. 4 heavy chain, mass of floating logs, etc 
held in position across a river or harbour en- 
trance. 


boom? /bu:m/ vi,vi 7 (of big guns, etc) make 
‘deep, hollow sounds. 2 boom out, say in a 


Joud deep voice: ~ing out Shakespearian 
verses. в n{C] deep, hollow sound: the ~ of 
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supersonic aircraft. 

boom? /bu:m/ п [С] sudden increase in trade 
activity, esp a time when money is being made 
quickly. о vi1 have a boom: Business is ~ing. 
2 become well known and successful: Jones is 
~ing as а novelist. 

boom-er-ang /'bu:moren/ п [С] 1 curved 
stick of hard wood (used by Australian Abori- 
gines), which can be thrown so that, if it fails 
to hit anything, it returns to the thrower. 2 
(fig) argument or scheme that comes back and 
harms its author. o vi (of a scheme) cause 
harm in this way. 

boon /bu:n/ п [С] advantage; blessing, com- 
fort: Parks are a great ~ to people in big cities. 

boor /bua(r)/ п [С] ill-mannered person. 
boor:ish adj of or like a boor. 

boost /bu:st/ vt 1 increase the value, reputa- 
tion, strength, of: Seeing him ~ed my morale. 
2 increase the performance of the engine of a 
саг. оп [С] act of boosting. 

boo-ster /'bu:sto(r)/ п [С] № thing that 
boosts: His work got a welcome ~. 2 (also ~ 
injection) supplementary dose of vaccine to 
strengthen: the effect of an earlier dose. 
booster rocket, rocket used to give initial 
speed to a missile, after which it drops and 
leaves the missile to contmue under its own 
power. 

boot’ /bu:t/ п [С] 1 outer covering for the foot 
and ankle, made о leather or rubber. get the 
boot, (51) be dismissed from a job. give sb 
the boot, (51) dismiss him from his job. put 
the boot in, (si) kick a person in a fight. 2 
(GB) place for luggage at the back of a car or 
coach (US = trunk). с vt kick, dismiss, (а рег- 
son): He was ~ed out of the house. 
'boot-lace, string or leather strip for tying a 
boot. 

boot? /bu:t/ п (only in) to boot, as well; in 
addition. 

bootee /'bu:ti:/ п [С] baby’s knitted boot. 

booth /bu:d/ п [С] 1 shelter of boards, canvas 
or other light materials, esp one where goods 
are sold at a market or a fair. 2 enclosure fora 
public telephone. > kiosk. 3 = polling 
booth. 

booty /'bu:t:/ п [U] things taken by robbers or 
captured from the enemy in war. 

booze /bu:z/ п [U] (informal) 1 alcoholic 
drink. 2 period of drinking alcoholic drink. o 
vi drink (too much) alcoholic drink. 
'booze-up, period of boozing. 

boozer /'bu:za(r)/ п [С] (GB 50) 1 person who 
often has (too much) alcoholic drink. 2 pub. 

boozy /'bu:zi/ adj (-ier, -iest) (s/) drunk; fond 
of boozing. 

bor-der /'bo:da(r)/ п [С] 1 edge; part near the 
edge: We camped on the ~ of a lake. There is a 
~ of flowers round the lawn. 2 (land near the) 
line dividing two states or countries: The 
criminal escaped over the ~. в vt,vi ¥ put or be 
an edge to: Our garden is ~ed by a stream. 2 
border on/upon, (a) be next to: My land 


boom /both 


~s. on yours. (№) be almost the same as: The 
proposal ~s on the absurd. 

'border-land, district on either side of a 
boundary. 

'border-line, line that marks a boundary. 
ibordertine 'case, one that is doubtful, eg a 
person who may or may not pass an exam- 
ination. 

Боге! /bo:(r)/ уг, у make a narrow, round deep 
hole with a revolving tool; make (a hole, one’s 
way) by doing this or by digging out soil, etc: 
boring а hole in wood/a tunnel through а moun- 
tain. on[C) t (also '~-hole) hole made by bor- 
ing. 2 inside of a gun barrel; its diameter. 

bore? /bo:(r)/ vt make (a person) feel tired by 
being dull or tedious: Am I boring you? о п [К] 
person who, that which, bores. 
bor-ing adj: a boring evening. 
bore-dom /-dom/ n [9] state of being bored. 

bore? /bo:(r)/ pt of bear’. 

born /bo:n/ (one of the pp’s of bear?) 1 be 
born, come into the world by birth. 2 des- 
tined to be: He was ~ a poet. 

borne /bo:n/ pp of bear? except of birth; © 
bear?(8). 

bor-ough /'baro US: 'borau/ п [С] (in Eng- 
land) town, or part of a town, that sends one 
or more members to Parliament; town with a 
municipal corporation and rights of self- 
government conferred by royal charter. 

bor-row /'borau/ уБуЁ 1 get something, or its 
use, on the understanding that it is to be re- 
turned: May I ~ your реп? > lend. 2 take and 
use as One’s Own: ~ а person’s ideas|methods. 
bor-rower, person who borrows. 

bor-stal /'bo:stl/ и [С] place where young of- 
fenders are sent and receive training designed 
to reform them. 

bo’ sn /'bousn/ = boatswain. 

bosom /'buzom/ и [С] 1 (old use) person’s 
breast; part of dress covering this. 2 centre or 
inmost part, where one feels joy or sorrow: a 
~ friend, one who is dear and close. 

boss /bps/ п [К] (s/) master; person who con- 
trols or gives orders: Who’s the ~ in this house? 
О vf give orders to: He wants to ~ the show, to 
make all the arrangements. boss $6 about/ 


_ around, give him orders. 


bossy adj (-ier, -iest) fond of being in auth- 
ority. 

boss-eyed /'bps aid/ adj (s/) blind in one 
eyed; cross-eyed. 

bo'sun /'bouson/ = boatswain. 

botan.-ical /bo'tenrki/ adj of botany: ~ gar- 
dens. 

bot-an-ist /‘botonist/ и [С] student of, expert 
in, botany. 

bot-any /'bpoton:/ п [U] science of the struc- 
ture, distribution, of plants. 

botch /БоЦ/ vt repair badly; spoil by poor, 
clumsy work: a ~ed piece of work. ап [К] 
piece of clumsy, poor work: make a~ of it. 

both!’ /65200/ adj (opposite = neither) (of two 
things, persons, etc) the two; the one and also 


both/bow | 


the other: J want ~ books. I saw him on ~ oc- 
casions. (Note: compare both and each: There 
are shops on ~ sides of the street. There is a 
butcher’s shop on each side of the street.) 

both? /bou8/ pron (opposite = neither) (of 
two persons, things, etc) the two; not only the 
one: B~ are good. B~ of them are good. We ~ 
want to go. > all, each. 

bother /'bpda(r)/ vt,vi 1 be or cause trouble 
to; worry: Don’t ~ me with foolish questions. 2 
take the trouble: Don’t ~ about getting/~ to 
get dinner for me today; [ll eat out. 3 (used as 
an exclamation of impatience or annoyance): 
Oh, ~ (п)! оп] [U] worry, trouble: Don’t put 
yourself to any ~, inconvenience yourself. 2 
person or thing that gives trouble: His lazy son 
is quitea~ to шт. This drawer won't shut; isn’t 
ita~w! 
'bother-some /-sam/ adj troublesome ог 
annoying. 

bottle /'botl/ и [С] container with a narrow 
neck, for liquids; its contents: Mary drinks two 
~s of milk a day. о vt 1 put into, store in, 
bottles: ~ fruit. 2 bottle up, (fig) be unable 
or unwilling to express feelings, anger. 
'bottle-fed, (of a child) given milk from a 
bottle, not fed from its mother’s breast. 
ibottle-'green adj dark green. 
'bottle-neck, (a) place, eg a narrower strip 
of road, where traffic is slowed down or held 
up. (b) that part of a manufacturing process, 
etc where production is slowed down. 

bot-tom /'bptem/ п [С] 1 lowest part of any- 
thing, inside or outside: We were glad to reach 
the ~ (= foot) of the mountain. г> touch?(1). 
2 part farthest from the front or more impor- 
tant part: at the ~ of the garden. 3 bed of the 
sea, a lake, river, etc: The ship went to the ~, 
sank. 4 seat (of a chair, etc.). 8 (informal) part 
of the body on which a person sits: She 
smacked the childs ~. 6 lowest, last, (level); 
foundation: Put it on the ~ shelf. Who came ~ 
in the exam? get to the bottom of sth, 
find out how it began. from the ,bottom of 
my ‘heart, genuinely, deeply. 
bot-tom-less adj very deep: a ~less pit. 

bough /bavu/ п [C] large branch coming from 
the trunk ofa tree. 

bought /bo:t/ pt,pp of buy. 

boul-der /'boulda(r)/ п [C] large piece of rock 
or stone, esp one that has been rounded by 
water or weather. 

bounce /bauns/ vi,vt 1 (of a ball, etc) (cause 
to) move away or back when sent against 
something hard: The ball ~ed over the wall. 
She was bouncing a ball. 2 (cause to) move up 
and down violently or noisily; rush noisily or 
angrily: The boy was bouncing (up and down) 
on the bed. He ~d тюо][ош of the room. 3 (in- 
formal) (of a cheque) be returned by a bank 
because there is no money in the account. on 
[С] (of a ball) art of bouncing: catch the ball on 
the~. 

bounc-ing big 


[‘baunsin/ adj strong, 
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healthy: a~ boy. 

bound! /baund/ vt jump, spring, bounce; 
move or run in jumping movements: His dog 
came ~ing to meet him. a п [С] jumping move- 
ment upward or forward: at one ~. by leaps 
and bounds, very quickly. 

bound? /baund/ adj (literary) ready to start, 
having started: Where are you ~ (for)? Where 
are you going to? 

bound? /baund/ vr set limits to; be the boun- 
dary of: England is ~ed on the north by Scot- 
land. 

bound‘ /baund/ pp of bind. (special uses) cer- 
tain, destined, obliged: ~ to win; ~ to come. 
bound up in, very much interested in, very 
busy with: He is ~ up in his work. 

bound.-ary /'baundri/ 7 [С] (р/ -ies) 1 line 
that marks a limit; dividing line: This stream 
forms a ~~ between my land and his. 2 hit to or 
over the boundary of acricket field. 

bound-!less /'baundlis/ adj without limits: 
his ~ generosity. 

bound-less-ly adv 

bounds /baundz/ п pi limit: Jt is beyond the 
~ of human knowledge, Man can know no- 
thing about it. cut of bounds, outside the 
limits of areas that one is allowed to enter. 

boun-te-ous /'baunties/ adj generous; giv- 
ing or given freely; abundant: a~ harvest. 

boun-ti-ful /'bauntifl/ adj = bounteous. 

bounty /'baunti/ п (р/ -ies) 1 [U] freedom in 
giving; generosity. 2 [С] something given out 
of kindness (esp to the poor). 3 [C] reward or 
payment offered (usually by a government) to 
encourage something (eg to kill dangerous 
animals). 

bou-quet /bu'ke:/ п [С] 1 bunch of flowers 
(to be) carried in the hand. 2 perfume of wine. 

bour-bon /'bs:bon/ и [U] kinds of whisky 
distilled from maize and rye. 

bour-geois /'bua3wa: US. ,bua'3wa:/ п [С], 
adj 1 (person) of the capitalist class (that 
owns property or engages in trade). 2 (deroga- 
tory) (person) concerned chiefly with material 
prosperity and social status. 

bour-geoisie /'bua3zwa:'zi:/ п [U] the ~, 
bourgeois(1) persons. 

bout /bavut/[C]1 period of exercise, work or 
other activity: а 'wrestling ~; a~ of drinking. 
2 fit (of illness): a~ of influenza. 

bou-tique /bu:'ti:k/ п [С] small shop selling 
articles (clothes, cosmetics, hats; etc) of the 
latest fashion. 

bov-ine /'bouvain/ adj of, like, an ox. 

bow!’ /bou/ п [С] 1 piece of wood curved by a 
tight string, used for shooting arrows. have 
two strings to one’s bow, have more 
than one plan, more resources than one. 2 rod 
of wood with horse-hair stretched from end to 
end, used for playing the violin, cello, etc. 3 
curve; rainbow. 4 knot made with a loop or 
loops; ribbon, etc tied in this way: She hada~ 
of pink ribbon in her hair. а vt use а bow(2). 
ibow ‘legged adj with the legs curved out- 
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wards at the knees. 
jbow 'tie, one made into a bow. 

bow? /bau/ vi,vt 1 bend the head or body (asa 
greeting, or in submission or respect, or to 
show agreement); bend (the head or body): 
They ~ed their heads in prayer. bow to sb’‘s 
opinion, etc, submit to it. 2 bend: The bran- 
ches were ~ed down with the weight of the 
snow. оп [С] bending of the head or body (in 
greeting, etc): He answered withalow~. 

bow? /bau/ п [С] 1 (often p/) front or forward 
end of a boat or ship from where it begins to 
curve. 2 (in a rowing-boat) oarsman nearest 
the bow. > stroke'(3). 

bowel! /'bavol/ 21 [С] (usually p/) division of 
the food canal below the stomach; intestine. 2 
(always p/) innermost part: in the ~s of the 
earth, deep underground. 

bowl! /baul/ п [С] 1 deep, round, hollow dish: 
a 'salad-|'sugar-~. 2 contents of such a dish: 
She ate three ~s of rice. 2 thing shaped like a 
bowl: the ~ of a spoon|pipe. 

bowl? /boul/ 1 1 [С] heavy, wooden or com- 
position ball made so that it rolls with a bias. 2 
(pl) game played with these bails: have a game 
of ~s, play (at) ~s. 

bowl /boul/ vi,vt 1 send а ball to the batsman 
in cricket: The first two batsmen were ~ed 
(out), dismissed. 2 bow! along, go quickly 
and smoothly on wheels: Our car ~ed along 
over the smooth roads. 3 Бом (sb) over, 
(a) knock down. (b) make helpless, over- 
come: He was ~ed over by the wonderful news. 
4 play bowls. & bowl?. 

bowler’ /'baula(r)/ п [C] 1 person who bowls 
in cricket. 2 person who plays bowls?(2). 

bowler? /'boula(r)/ п [C] (also ,~ Шар) hard, 
rounded, usually black hat. 

bowls п > bowl?(2). 

bow win-dow /|,bou 'windau/ п [С] curved 
bay window. 

bow-wow /Ъас 'wau/ int imitation of a 
dog’s bark. ол /'bau wau/ [C] (young child’s 
word for a) dog. 

box' /boks/ п [С] 1 container, usually with a 
lid, made of wood, cardboard, plastic, metal, 
etc used for holding solids: a ~ of matches; a 
'tool-~, (fig) the ~, ТУ set. 2 separate com- 
partment, with seats for several persons, in a 
theatre, concert hall, etc. 3 compartment in a 
law court for a special purpose: a ‘jury-~, a 
'witness-~. 4 small hut or shelter, eg for a 
sentry or railway signalman. 5 separate com- 
partment in a stable or railway truck for a 
horse. & also Christmas-box, letter-box, 
money-box, pillar-box. o vt put into a box. 
box up, (a) shut up ina small space. (b) (fig) 
keep (a fear, problem, etc) to oneself (and suf- 
fer because of doing so): She had kept her feel- 
ings about him ~ed up for years. 
'box-number, (a) number used in a news- 
paper advertisement as an address to which 
answers may be sent (and forwarded from the 
newspaper office). (b) (PO Box No.) postal 


bow /bradawl 


number used as an address. 
‘box-office, office for booking seats in a 
cinema, etc. 

box? /boks/ vt,vi fight with the fists, usually 
with thick gloves, for sport. box sb’s ears, 
give him a blow with the open hand on the 
ears. и [С] slap or blow with the open hand 
(on the ears). 

boxer /'boksa(r)/ и [С] 1 person who boxes. 2 
breed of bulldog. 

box-ing /'boksin/ и [О] sport of fighting with 
the fists, wearing padded gloves. 
'boxing-glove, padded glove for use in box- 
ing. 
'boxing-match, fight between two boxers. 

Box-ing Day /'boksin dei/ я first weekday 
after Christmas Day. 

boy /bo:/ п [C]1 male child up to the age of 17 
or 18. 2 son of any age: He has two ~s and one 
girl. 
'boy-friend, favoured male companion of a 
girl or woman. 
'boy-hood, time when one is or was a boy. 
boy-ish adj of or like a boy. 

boy-cott /'boikpt/ vt Goin with others and) 
refuse to have anything to do with, to trade 
with (a person, business firm, country, etc); re- 
fuse to handle (goods, etc). с п [С] treatment, 
example, of this kind. 

bra /bra:/ п [С] (informal) woman’s close- 
fitting support for the breasts. 

brace’ /breis/ и [С] 1 thing used to clasp, tigh- 
ten or support, eg the roof or walls of a build- 
ing. 2 revolving tool for holding another tool, 
eg a bit for boring holes, etc. 3 (p/) (GB) straps 
passing over the shoulders, used to keep 
trousers up. 4 (often р/) appliance of bands 
and wires fastened to the teeth to correct their 
alignment. 

brace? /breis/ vt,vi 1 support; give firmness 
to: The struts are firmly ~d. 2 steady oneself; 
stand firm: He ~d himself to hear the news. 

brace-let /'breislit/ п [С] ornamental band ог 
chain of metal, etc for the wrist or arm. 

brac-ing /'breisin/ adj stimulating: a ~ 
climate] walk; ~ air. 

bracken /'brekon/ и [U] large fern that 
grows on hillsides, wasteland, etc; mass of 
such fern. 

bracket /'brekit/ п [C] 1 wood or metal sup- 
port for a shelf, etc. 2 either of the two 
symbols [] {} used in writing and printing. 3 
grouping; classification: an 'income ~, eg of 
incomes of £3000 to £4500. а vt put inside, 
join with, brackets; put together to imply con- 
nection or equality: Jones and Smith were ~ed 
together at the top of the list. 

brack-ish /'brekif/ adj (of water) slightly 
salty. 

bract /brekt/ п [С] leaf-like part of a plant, 
highly coloured, situated below a flower or 
cluster of flowers. 

brad-awill /'brzdo:1/ п [С] small tool for pierc- 
ing holes for screws. .. 


brag/bray 


brag /breg/ vi (-gg-) boast: ~ about/of what 
one has done. 

brag-gart /'bregat/ п [С] person who brags. 

Brah-min /Ъгатип/ member of the 
highest Hindu priestly caste. 

braid /breid/ 2 1 [С] number of strands of hair 
woven together: She wears her hair in ~s. 2 
[U] silk, linen, etc woven into a band, used for 
edging or decorating cloth or clothes: gold] 
silver ~. о vt 1 make into braids. 2 trim with 
braid. 

braille /breil/ п [U] system of writing and 
reading (sing raised dots) for blind people, to 
enable them to read by touch. 

brain /brem/ п [С] 1 (sing) (im man and ani- 
mals) the mass of soft grey matter in the head, 
centre'of the nervous system: The human ~ is a 
complex organ. 2 (as in 1 above, informal and 
usually p/): Pll knock your ~s out if you do it 
again!:3 (pl) animal’s brain, eaten as food: 
calf s|sheep’s ~s. 4 (informal) mind; intellect: 
have a good ~; use your ~s. have sth (eg 
money) on the brain, think constantly about 
it. pick sb‘s brain(s), \earn and use his 
ideas. 5 [С] clever, brilliant person: He’s the ~ 
of the college. п vt kill by a heavy blow on the 
head. 
'prain-child, original idea, etc attributed to 
a person or group. 
'prain drain, movement of trained technical 
and scientific personnel from one country to 
another (because of better opportunities, etc). 
'brain-storm, (a) mental upset with un- 
controlled emotion, eg weeping, and violence. 
(b) = brain-wave. 
'brain-teaser, difficult problem; puzzle. 
'brain-washing, process of forcing a person 
to reject old beliefs and accept new beliefs by 
use of extreme mental pressure. 
‘brain-wave, (informal) sudden inspiration 
or bright idea. 
brain-less adj stupid. 
brainy adj (-ier, -iest) intelligent. 

braise /brerz/ vt cook (meat) slowly, first in 
fat and then ima little water: ~d beef| chicken. 

brake /breik/ п [С] 1 device for reducing 
speed or stopping motion, eg of a bicycle, 
motor-vehicle, train, etc. 2 act as a brake 
on (progress, initiative, etc), try to prevent и; 
control it. п уг, уг use the brake(1): The driver 
~d suddenly. 

bramble /'brzembl/ п [СУ] rough shrub with 
long prickly shoots; blackberry bush. 

bran /bren/ п [U] outer covering (husks) of 
grain (wheat, rye, etc) separated from flour by 
sifting. 

branch /bra:nt{ US: brentf/[C]1 part of a 
tree growing out from the trunk like an arm; 
smaller division growing from a bough: He 
climbed up the tree and hid among the ~es. [> 
root'(1). 2 division or subdivision of a river, 
road, railway, mountain range, etc. 3 division 
or subdivision of a family, subject of know- 
ledge, organization, etc: The bank has ~es in 
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all parts of the country. а vi send out, divide in- 
to, branches: The road ~es here. branch off, 
(of a car, road, train, etc) leave a main route 
and take a minor one. branch out, (of a per- 
son, business, etc) expand in a new direction, 
open new departments or lines of activity. 

brand /brend/ п [С] 1 trademark or trade- 
name; particular kind of goods with such a 
mark: an excellent ~ of coffee. 2 piece of burn- 
ing wood (in a fire). 3 (also '~ing-iron), iron 
used red-hot, for burning a design into a sur- 
face; mark made in this way. 4 (fig) mark of 
guilt or disgrace. o vt 1 mark (cattle, goods, 
etc) with a branding-iron. 2 give (a person) a 
bad name: She has been ~ed as a thief. 
;brand-'new adj completely new. 

bran-dish /'brendif/ уг wave about (to dis- 
play, threaten, etc): ~ing a sword. 

brandy /'brendi/ п [СО] (p/ -ies) (portion of) 
strong alcoholic drink distilled from wine of 
grapes: Two brandies, please. 

bran-new |, bren'nju:/ adj = brand-new. 

brash /bre§/ adj (informal) 1 saucy; cheeky. 2 
hasty; rash. 

brass /bra:s (5: bres/ п 1 [U] bright yellow 
metal made by mixing copper and zinc. get 
down to ,brass 'tacks, consider the essen- 
tial facts only. 2 [Ч] or (pd) thing(s) made of 
brass, eg ornaments. 3 the ~, musical instru- 
ments made of brass. 4 [U] (СВ s/) money. 5 
[9] (sf) impudence. > brazen(2). 6 = top 
brass. 
itop ‘brass, (informal) senior officials, eg 
high-ranking officers in the armed forces. 
ibrass 'band, group of musicians with brass 
instruments. 
brassy adj (a) like brass in colour or sound. 
(b) (s/) impudent. 

brass-iere, brass-tére /'brezia(r) US: 
bra!zror/ и К] (always shortened to) bra. 

brat /bret/ и [С] (badly behaved) child. 

bra-vado /bro'va:dou/ п (pi ~es ог ~s) 1 [U] 
display of boldness.or daring: do something 
out of ~, in order to show one’s courage. 2 [С] 
instance of this. 

brave /Ъгету/ adj (-r, -st) 1 ready to face 
danger, pain or suffering; having no fear: as ~ 
as а lion, very brave. 2 needing courage: a~ 
act. оп [С] American Indian warrior. о vt 
face, go into, meet, without showing fear: He 
had ~d death a hundred times. 
brave-ly adv 
brav-ery /'Ъгегуэги/ и [0] courage. 

bravo /|,bra:'vau/ int, п [С] (pl ~es ог ~s) (cry 
of) Well done! Excellent! 

brawl /bro:l/ я [С] noisy quarrel or fight. 0 vi 
quarrel noisily; take part in a brawl. 
brawler, person who takes part in a brawl. 

brawn /bro:n/ п [U] 1 muscle; strength. 2 
meat (esp pork) cut up, spiced, pickled and 
compressed. 
brawny adj muscular. 

bray /bre1/n[C]1 cry of an ass. 2 sound of, or 
hike the sound of, a trumpet. с vimake acry or 
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sound of this kind. 

brazen /'breizn/ adj 1 made of brass; like 
brass: a ~ (= hard-sounding) voice; the ~ 
notes of a trumpet. 2 (often '~-faced) shame- 
less. 

braz-ier /'breizio(r)/ п [С] portable open 
metal framework for holding a charcoal or 
coal fire. 

breach /bri:tf/ п [С] 1 breaking or neglect (of 
a rule, duty, agreement, etc): a ~ of the peace, 
unlawful fighting in a public place, eg the 
streets; a ~ of promise, (esp of a promise to 
marry). 2 opening, eg one made in a defensive 
wali, etc by artillery; gap: The waves made а 
in the sea wall. step into/fiil the breach, 
come forward to help. o vt make a gap in, 
break through (a defensive wall, etc). 

bread /bred/ и [0] 1 food made by mixing 
flour with water and yeast, kneading, and 
baking in an oven: a loaf|slice|piece of ~.2 (sl) 
money. 

read and ‘butter, (a) slice(s) of bread 
spread with butter. (b) (s/) means of living: 
earn one’s ~ and butter by writing. 
'bread-crumb, tiny bit of bread. 
'pread-board, wooden board on which 
bread is sliced. 

'bread-fruit, tree with starchy fruit, grown 
in the South Sea Islands and W Africa. 
'bread-knife, one for slicing bread. 
'bread-line, line of people waiting for food 
given as charity or relief. ол the bread line, 
very poor. 
'bread-winner, person who works to sup 
porta family. 

breadth /'bret®/ п © broad'(2) 1 distance 
or measure from side to side: ten metres in~. 2 
largeness (of mind or view); boldness of effect 
(in music or art). 

break’ /breik/ 1 [С] breaking; broken place: 
a ~ in the water pipes. 2 [9] ~ of day (= 
day~), dawn. 3 interval (in space or time): a~ 
in the conversation; an hour’s ~ for lunch. 
without a break, continuously: He has 
been writing since 2 o'clock without a ~. 4 
change, disturbance: a ~ in the weather. 5 
give sb a break, (informal) an opportunity 
(to make a new start or remedy an error). а 
lucky break, a piece of good fortune. 6 (= 
~out) {attempt to) escape (esp from prison). 
make a break for it, (try to) escape. 

break? /breik/ vit,vi (р/ broke /brauk/ pp 
broken /'braukon/) (For uses with adverbial 
particles and prepositions, > 11 below.) 1 (of 
a whole thing) (cause to) go or come into two 
or more separate parts as the result of force, a 
blow or strain (but not by cutting): The boy 
fell from the tree and broke his leg. If you pull 
too hard you will ~ the горе. 2 (of a part or 
parts) (cause to) be separate or discontinuous 
because of force or strain: He broke a branch 
from the tree. 3 make (something) useless by 
injuring an essential part (of a machine, арра- 
ratus, etc): ~ a clock}toy. 4 (uses with adjec- 
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tives) break even, © even'(3). break sth 
open, get it open by using force: ~ open a 
safe|door|the lid of a box. 5 (uses with various 
subjects): The abscess{blister|/bubble broke, 
burst. Day was beginning to ~, daylight was 
beginning. > daybreak. The storm broke, be- 
gan. The fine weather|heat-wave/frost broke, 
The period of fine weather, etc ended. The 
enemy broke (= developed gaps in their lines, 
fell into confusion) and fled. 6 (uses with vari- 
ous objects): ~ the bank, exhaust its funds, 
win all the money that the person managing a 
public gaming-table has; ~ fresh/new ground, 
(fig) start work at something new; ~ a per- 
son’s heart, reduce him to despair; ~ a horse 
(т), train it to accept a rider; ~ a man, ruin 
him; ~ the news, make it known; ~ a 
(Commonwealth|Olympic|World) record, © 
record'(6); ~ a set of books|china, etc, give 
away or sell a part or parts of it; ~ step, (of 
soldiers) stop marching rhythmically in step; 
~ a strike, end it by compelling the workers to 
return to work. 7 make or break, > таг. 8 
subdue, keep under, end by force: ~ a person’s 
spirit/will. 9 act in opposition to; infringe: ~ 
the law/the rules/a regulation; ~ a contract/an 
agreement; ~ one’s word/a promise, fail to 
keep a promise; ~ an appointment, fail to keep 
it. 10 interrupt or destroy the continuity of; 
end the action or duration of: ~ (the) silence; 
~ one’s journey; a broken night’s sleep, one 
that is disturbed or interrupted. 

11 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 

break away (from), (a) go away suddenly 
or abruptly. (b) give up (habits, belief): About 
twenty members of the Party have broken 
away. > breakaway. 

break down, (a) collapse: Negotiations 
have broken down. (b) become disabled or 
useless: The car/engine|machinery broke down. 
(c) suffer a physical or mental weakening: His 
health broke down. © breakdown. (d) be 
overcome by emotion, eg by bursting into 
tears: She broke down when she heard the news. 
break sth down, (a) get (a door, wall, etc) 
down by hitting it. (b) overthrow by force; 
suppress: ~ down all resistance/opposition. 
(c) divide, analyse, classify (statistical 
material): ~ down expenditure, give details of 
how money is spent. > breakdown(3). 
break in, enter a building by force: Burglars 
had broken in while we were away on holiday. 
Hence, 'break-in: The police are investigating 
a~-in at the local bank. 

break in on/upon, disturb; interrupt: 
Please don’t ~ in on our conversation. 

break into, (a) force one’s way into (a 
building, etc): His house was broken into (ie by 
burglars or thieves) /ast week. (&) begin sud- 
denly: ~ into a song. (с) change one’s method 
of movement suddenly: ~ into a run. (9) oc- 
cupy, take up, undesirably: Social duties ~ in- 
to my time|leisure. (©) (of coins and notes): ~ 
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into a pound note, use one to pay for something 
costing less than this sum. 
break off, (a) stop speaking: He broke off in 
the middle of a sentence. (b) pause; stop tem- 
porarily: Let’s ~ off for half an hour and have 
some tea. break (sth) off, (a) (cause to) 
separate (a part of something): The mast broke 
offjwas broken off. (b) end abruptly: ~ off 
diplomatic relations. 
break out, (of fire, disease, war, rioting, 
violence) appear, start, suddenly: A fire broke 
out during the night. > outbreak. break out 
(of), escape: Several prisoners broke out of the 
gaol. Hence, 'break-out n. break out in, 
(a) suddenly become covered with: His face 
broke out in spots. (b) show sudden violence 
in speech or behaviour: He broke out in a 
rage/in curses. 
break through, make a way through (an en- 
closure, obstacles, etc): The enemy’s defences 
were strong but our soldiers broke through. At 
last the sun broke through (the grey clouds). > 
breakthrough. 
break up, (a) come to pieces: The ship was 
~ ing up on the rocks. The gathering broke up in 
disorder. (b) (fig) (of persons) mentally col- 
lapse: become weak: He broke up under the 
strain. (c) (of a school, etc) separate at the end 

_ of term for holidays. (d) (of a couple, a rela- 
tionship) come to an end: Their marriage is 
~ing up. (e) divide: Sentences ~ up into 
clauses. break sth up, (a) smash; demolish: 
~ up a box for firewood. (b) (cause to) split, or 
divide: ~ up a piece of work (among several 
persons). (с) (cause to) disperse: The police 
broke up the crowd] meeting. (Я) bring to an 
end: They breke up the alliance. Hence, 
‘break-up 7 (end of a marriage, coalition, 
etc). 
break with, (a) end a friendship with: ~ 
with an old friend. (b) give up; make an end of: 
~ with eld habits. 

break-able /'breikabl/ adj easily broken. 

break-age /'breikid3/ п [С] 1 act of break- 
ing. 2 place in, part of, something that has 
been broken. 3 (usually р/) broken articles; 
loss by breaking: The hote/ allows £150 a year 
for~s. 

break-away /'breikowei/ п [С] 1 (instance 
of a) group leaving a larger one. 2 sudden fast 
action as in sport, a race, etc. 

break-down /'breikdaun/ п [С] 1 failure in 
machinery: A ~ on the motorway caused a 
huge traffic-jam. 2 collapse of physical or 
mental health: He hada ,nervous'~. 3 analysis 
of statistics: а > of expenses. 

breaker /'breika(r)/ n[C!1 large wave break- 
ing into foam as it advances towards the 
shore; wave breaking against a rock, etc. 2 
person or thing that breaks. 
lice-breaker, strongly built ship used to 
break up ice in harbours, etc. 

break-fast /'brekfost/ п [С] first meal of the 
day. о vi have breakfast. 


break-neck /'breiknek/ adj at breakneck 
speed, at a dangerously fast speed. 

break-through /'breik@ru:/ и [С] 1 move- 
ment through or beyond the enemy’s defenses. 
2 major discovery or achievement in science, 
medicine, technology, etc. 

break-water /'breikwo:ta(r)/ и [С] structure 
built out into the sea to shelter (part of) a har- 
bour. 

bream /bri:m/ и [С] (p/ unchanged) 1 fresh- 
water fish of the carp family. 2 (also 'sea-~) 
salt-water variety of this. 

breast /brest/ и [С] 1 either of the milk- 
producing parts of a woman’s chest. 2 chest; 
upper front part of the human body, or of 
clothing covering this: a troubled ~, a sad, 
anxious, etc feeling. make a clean breast 
of sth, confess. 3 part of an animal corre- 
sponding to the human breast: ~ of lamb. 4 
(of a chimney) projection into the room for 
the fireplace, etc. 
'breast bone, bone in the front of the chest 
supporting the ribs. © 
'breast pocket, smal! pocket in the top of 
the front ofa jacket, shirt, etc. 
ibreast-stroke, (swimming) stroke in which 
both the arms are brought at the same time 
from in front of the chest to the sides of the 
body. 

breath /bre@/ n 1 [U] air taken into and sent 
out of the lungs. 2 [C] single act of taking in 
and sending out air: take a deep ~, fill the 
lungs with air. catch/hold one’s breath, 
stop breathing for a moment (from fear, ex- 
citement, etc). in the same breath, at the 
same moment: They are not to be mentioned in 
the same ~, cannot be compared. out of 
breath, unable to breathe quickly enough. 
take sb‘s breath away, startle or surprise 
him. waste one’s breath, talk in vain. 3 
[C] air in movement; light breeze: There wasn’t 
a~ of air|wind, The air was quite still. 4 [С] 
(fig) suggestion: not a~ of suspicion|scandal. 
breath-less adj (a) out of breath; likely to 
“cause a shortness of breath. (6) unstirred by 
wind: a~less (= calm) evening. 
breath-less.-ly adv 
breath-taking adj amazing. 

breath-alyser /'bre@olaiza‘r)/ п [С] device 
(into which a person breathes) to test the alco- 
holic content of a person’s breath. 

breathe /bri:3/ vi,vt1 take air into the lungs 
and send it out again: ~ in/out. He’s szill 
breathing, is still alive. 2 say quietly; send cut, 
eg ascent, feeling: Don’t ~ a word of this, keep 
it secret. 
breather, short pause for rest or excercise: 
take/go fora~r. 

breath-ing /'bri:d1n/ п [U] 1 act of one who 
breathes; single breath. 2 use of an h-sound. 
'breath-ing space, time to pause, rest. 

bred /bred/ pt,pp of breed. 

breech /bri:tJ/[C] back part ofa rifle or gun 
barrel, where the cartridge or shell is placed. ` 
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breeches /'britfiz/ п р/ (also a pair of ~) 
article of clothing fitting round the waist and 
below the knees. & riding-breeches. 

breed /bri:d/ vt,vi (pt,pp bred /bred/) 1 keep 
(animals, etc) for the purpose of producing 
young, esp by selection of parents: ~ horses/ 
cattle. 2 give birth to young; reproduce: Rab- 
bits ~ quickly. 3 train, educate, bring up: a 
well-bred boy, one who has been trained to be- 
have well. 4 be the cause of: Dirt ~s disease. о 
п [С] kind or variety (of animals, etc) with 
hereditary qualities: a good ~ of cattle. 
breeder, person who breeds animals. 
breed-ing п [U] (a) (in verbal senses): the 
~ing of horses; the ~ing season for birds. (b) 
knowledge of how to behave resulting from 
upbringing: a man of good ~ing. 

breeze /bri:z/ п [C,U] wind, esp a gentle 
wind. о vi breeze in/out, (informal) come 
in/go out happily or unexpectedly. 

breez.-ily adv 

breezi-ness и [0] 

breezy adj (а) pleasantly windy: breezy 
weather. (b) (of persons) lively; good- 
humoured. 

breth-ren /'bredron/ п р/ (old use) brothers. 

breve /bri:v/ п [С] musical note equal to two 
semibreves. 

brev-ity /'brevati/ п [U] shortness (of state- 
ments, human life and other non-material 
things). 

brew /bru:/ vt,vi 1 prepare (beer, tea, etc). 2 
(fig) bring about; gather, be forming: A storm 
is ~ing, gathering force. There’s trouble ~ing 
between them, They are likely to quarrel. с п 
[C] result of brewing: a good, strong ~ (of tea). 
brew-ery, place where beer is made. 

briar /'braia(r)/ и 1 [U] hard wood (root of a 
bush) used esp for making tobacco pipes. 2 [C] 
pipe made of this wood. 3 [С] thorny bush, esp 
the wild rose. ; 

bribe /braib/ п [С] something given, offered 
or promised in order to influence or persuade 
a person (often to do something wrong): 
ojffer|take ~s. a vt offer, give, a bribe to: ~ a 
judge/witness. 

bri-bery, giving or taking of bribes. 

bric-a-brac /'brik э brek/ п [U] old furni- 
ture, china, ornaments, etc esp of no great 
value. 

brick /brik/ 2 1 [C,U] (usually rectangular 
block of) clay moulded and baked by fire or 
sun, used for building purposes. drop a 
brick, (informal) do or say something indis- 
creet. 2 child’s rectangular block used for 
building toy houses, etc. 3 rectangular block, 
eg of ice-cream. о vt brick up/in, block (an 
opening) with bricks. 

ibrick-layer, workman who builds with 
bricks. 

Ibrick-work, (part of a) structure made of 
bricks. 

bri-dal /'braidi/ adj of a bride or wedding. 

bride /braid/ п [С] woman on her wedding- 
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day; newly married woman. 

bride-groom /'braidgrum/ п [С] man on his 
wedding-day; newly married man. 

brides-maid /'braidzmeid/ и [С] girl or 
young unmarried woman attending a bride at 
her wedding. & best man. 

bridge’ /brid3/ п [С] 1 structure of wood, 
stone, brickwork, steel, concrete, etc provid- 
ing a way across a river, canal, railway, etc. 2 
platform over and across the deck ofa ship for 
the use of the captain and officers. 3 upper, 
bony part of the nose. 4 movable part over 
which the strings of a violin, etc are stretched. 
о vt join by means of a bridge. 
‘bridging loan, loan (esp from a bank) to 
cover a period of time, eg between the pur- 
chase of one house and the sale of another. 

bridge? /brid3/ и [Ч] card-game in which two 
players (partners) play to win a certain num- 
ber of tricks against another two players act- 
ing as defenders. 

bridle /'braid!/n[C] that part of a horse’s har- 
ness that goes on its head, including the metal 
bit for the mouth, the straps and the reins. с 
vt,vi 1 put a bridle on (a horse). 2 (fig) control, 
check: Try to ~ your passions. 3 show pride, 
contempt, etc: ~ at her remarks. 

brief! /bri:f/ adj (-er, -est) (of time, events, 
writing, speaking) lasting only for a short 
time. in brief, in a few words. 
brief-ly adv 

brief? /bri:f/ п1 [С] summary of the facts of a 
case, drawn up for a barrister. hold a/no 
brief for (sb), argue in support/not be pre- 
pared to support. 2 information, instructions, 
advice, etc given in advance, eg to an aircraft 
crew before a combat mission. 3 instructions: 
My ~ did not include making coffee. в vt 1 in- 
struct or employ (a barrister). 2 give a brief(2) 
to. > debrief. 3 summarize the facts, eg of a 
business programme. 
'brief-case, flat case for documents, etc. 

briefs /bri:fs/ п р! (also а pair of ~) woman’s 
pants without legs, held in position by an elas- 
tic waistband. 

brier /'braso(r)/ я [С] = briar(3). 

brig-ade /bri'geid/ я [C] 1 army unit, usually 
of three battalions, forming part of an army 
division; corresponding armoured unit. 2 or- 
ganized body of persons in uniform with 
special duties: the 'fire-~. 

briga-dier /brigo'dia(r)/ п [С] officer com- 
manding a brigade(1). 

brig-and /'brigand/ и [С] member of a band 
of robbers, esp one that attacks travellers in 
forests or mountains. 

bright /brait/ adj (-er, -est) 1 giving out or 
reflecting much light; shining: Sunshine is ~. 
The leaves on the trees are ~ green in spring. 2 
cheerful and happy; lit up with joy or hope: ~ 
faces; a ~ smile. 3 clever: A ~ boy learns 
quickly. 
brighten /-tn/ vt,yimake or become brighter, 
lighter or more cheerful, etc: These flowers 
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~en up the classroom. The sky is ~ening, be- 
coming clearer, sunny. 

bright-ly adv 

bright-ness и [С] 

bril-liance /'brilions/ м [0] 1 radiance, splen- 
dour. 2 intelligence. 

bril-liant /'brihont/ adj 1 sparkling; very 
bright(1): a week of ~ sunshine. 2 very clever: 
a~ scientist. 

bril-liant-ly adv 

brim /brim/ п [С] 1 edge of a cup, bowl, glass, 
etc: full to the ~. 2 edge (rim) of a hat that 
turns out. в vi (-mm-). Brim over, (а) be so 
full that some spills over the top. (b) (fig) = 
overflow(1). 

brine /brain/ п [U] salt water, esp for pickling 
food. 

bring /brin/ vi (рырр brought /bro:t/) (For 
uses with adverbial particles and prepositions, 
> 5 below.) 1 cause to come towards the 
speaker, writer, etc carrying something or ac- 
companying somebody: Take this empty box 
away and ~ me a full one. 2 cause to come; 
produce: Spring ~s warm weather and flowers. 
The sad news brought tears to her eyes. 3 
bring sb/oneself to do sth, persuade, in- 
duce, lead: She couldn’t ~ herself to speak 
about the matter. 4 (legal) start, put forward: 
~ an action against her. 

5 (uses with adverbial particles and preposi- 
tions): 

bring about, (a) cause to happen: ~ about a 
war|reforms. (b) (naut) cause (a sailing-ship) 
to change direction: The helmsman brought the 
ship about. 

bring back, (a) return: Please ~ back the 
book tomorrow. (b) call to mind; cause to 
remember: Seeing you brought back many 
memories. (c) restore; reintroduce: ~ back 
hanging. 

bring down. (esp) (a) cause to fall; cause to 
be down: ~ down a hostile aircraft, shoot it 
down; ~ down prices, lower them; ~ down a 
government, force an election. (b) kill or 
wound: He aimed, fired and brought down the 
antelope. 

bring forward, (a) cause to be seen, 
discussed, etc: Please ~ the matter forward at 
the next meeting. (b) advance: The meeting 
has been brought forward from May 10 to May 
3, is to be a week earlier. > postpone. (с) 
(abbr = b/f) (book-keeping) carry the total of 
a column of figures at the foot of one page to 
the top of the next page. 

bring in, (a) produce as profit: He does odd 
jobs that ~ him in an extra £30 a month. (b) 
introduce: ~ in a new fashion. (с) introduce 
(legislation): ~ in a Bill on road safety. (a) ad- 
mit (as a partner, adviser, etc): They've 
brought in experts to advise on the scheme. (е) 
(of the police) arrest or bring to a police sta- 
tion for questioning, etc: Two suspicious 
characters were brought in. (€) (of a jury) pro- 
nounce (a verdict): ~ in a verdict of guilty. 


bring off, (esp) manage to do something suc- 
cessfully: Jt was a difficult task but we brought 
it off. 

bring оп. \ead to, (help to) produce: He was 
out all day in the rain and this brought on a bad 
cold. 

bring out, (a) cause to appear, show clearly: 

~ out the meaning of a passage of prose. (b) 
publish (a book, etc): When are the publishers 
~ing out his new book? (c) produce (a qual- 
ity): Danger ~s out the best in him. (d) cause 
to strike: The shop-stewards brought out the 
miners. 

bring round, (a) cause (sb) to regain con- 
sciousness after fainting. (b) convert to one’s 
views, etc: He wasn’t keen on the plan, but we 
managed to ~ him round. 

bring to, = bring round(a). 

bring under, (a) subdue; discipline: The 
rebels were quickly brought under. (b) include 
(within a category): The various points to be 
dealt with can be brought under three main 
headings. 

bring up, (a) educate; rear: She has brought 
up five children. (b) vomit: ~ up one’s dinner. 
(с) mention for discussion: These are matters 
that you can ~ up in committee. 

brink /'brink/ п [С] 1 upper edge of a steep 
place, a sharp slope, etc; border (of water, esp 
when deep): He stood shivering on the ~, hesi- 
tating to plunge into the water. 2 (fig) edge of 
something unknown, dangerous or exciting: 
on the ~ of war/an exciting discovery. 

brisk /brisk/ adj (-er, -est) (of persons and 
movement) active; lively; quick-moving: а ~ 
walk. Trade 15 ~. 
brisk-ly adv 

bristle /'brisl/ п [С] one of the short stiff bates 
on an animal; one of the short stiff hairs in a 
brush: a toothbrush with stiff ~s. о vi 1 (of 
hair) stand up, rise on end: The dog was angry 
and ~d up|and its hair ~d. 2 (fig) show anger, 
indignation, etc: ~ with anger. 

Brit-ish /'britif/ adj 1 of the ancient Britons. 
2 of Great Britain or its inhabitants: the ~, 
British people; ~ citizenship; a Jamaican with 
aw passport. 

brittie /'britl/ adj 1 hard but easily broken 
(eg coal, ice, glass). 2 (fig): Не has a ~~ temper, 
quickly loses his temper. 

broach /ЪгэоЦ/ уг (fig) begin a discussion of 
(a topic): ~ the subject of a pay rise. 

broad! /bro:d/ adj (-er, -est) 1 wide: The river 
grows ~er as it nears the sea. 2 (after a phrase 
showing width) from side to side: a river fifty 
metres ~.3 full and complete. in broad day- 
light, when there is light (and so surprising): 
rob а bank in ~ daylight. 4 general, not small 
or detailed: а ~ distinction. in broad out- 
fine, a general impression, without details. 
it’s as broad as it ts long, it’s the same 
(however you look at the problem). 5 (of the 
mind and ideas) liberal; not kept within nar- 
row limits: a man of ~ views, a tolerant man. 6 
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(of speech) with a strong accent, showing that 
the speaker is from a definite part of the 
country. 
'broad bean, a common variety growing in 
large pods. 
ibroad-'minded adj willing to listen 
sympathetically to the views of others even 
though one cannot agree with them; having a 
liberal and tolerant mind. 
broad-ly adv: ~ly speaking, speaking in a 
general way, without going into detail. 

broad? /bro:d/ и [С] the wide part: the ~ of the 
back. 

broad-cast /'bro:dka:st US: -kest/ vt,vi 
(pt,pp ~) send out (speech, music, etc) in all 
directions, esp by radio or TV: ~ the news/a 
speech/a concert. a п [С] something broadcast: 
a~ of a football match. 

broad-side /'bro:dsaid/ п [С] 1 the whole of 
a ship’s side above the water; (the firing on the 
same target of) all the guns on one side of a 
ship. 2 (fig) strong attack of any kind made at 
one time against one person or group. 

bro-cade /bra'keid/ n [C,U] woven material 
richly ornamented with designs (eg in raised 
gold or silver thread). о у! decorate (cloth) 
with raised patterns. 

broc-coli /'brokali/ п [C,U] (p/ unchanged) 
kind of cauliflower with many white or purple 
sprouts (flower-heads), each like a smail 
cauliflower. 

bro-chure /'broufua(r) US: brau'fuar/ п [С] 
short, usually illustrated, pamphlet, esp as an 
advertisement: travel/holiday ~s. 

brogue’ /braug/ п [С] strong, thick-soled 
shoe for country wear. 

brogue? /broug/ п [С] provincial way of 
speaking, esp the Irish way of speaking Eng- 
lish. 

broil /broil/ vt,vi 1 cook, be cooked, by direct 
contact with fire; grill. 2 (fig) be very hot: sit 
~ing in the sun. 

broke /brauk/ pt of break. (stony/flat) 
broke, (5/) penniless. 

bro-ken /'broukon/ pp of break: а ~ mar- 
riage, one that has failed; a ~ home, one in 
which the parents have separated or are di- 
vorced; ~ (= imperfect) English; ~ (= dis- 
turbed) sleep. 
jbroken-'hearted, filled with grief. 

bro-ker /'brauka(r)/ п [С] (usually 'stock-~) 
person who buys and sells (business shares, 
etc) for others. 

brolly /'broli/ п [С] (pl -ies) (informal) um- 
brella. 

bron-chi /'bronkai/ п р/ (sing bronchus) two 
main branches into which the windpipe di- 
vides before entering the lungs, also called 
bronchial tubes. 
bron-chial /'brogkial/ adj of or affecting the 
bronchi: bronchial asthma. 
bron-chi-tis /bron'kaitis/ п [С] inflamma- 
tion of the bronchi. 

bronze /bronz/ n 1 [U] alloy of copper and 
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tin: а ~~ statue. 2 [0] goldish-brown colour. 3 
[С] work of art made of bronze: Benin ~. a 
vt,vi make or become bronze in colour: faces 
~d by the sun and wind. 
the 'Bronze Age, period when men used 
tools and weapons made of bronze (between 
the Stone Age and the Iron Age). 
bronze medal, prize for third place in a 
sporting contest. 

brooch /brovtf/ и [С] ornament with a pin 
for fastening on clothes. 

brood /bru:d/ п [С] 1 all the young birds hat- 
ched at one time in a nest. 2 (Aumorous) family 
of children. o vi 1 (of a bird) sit on eggs to 
hatch them. 2 (fig) think about (troubles, etc) 
for a long time: ~ing over/on his misfortunes. 

broody /'bru:di/ adj 1 (of hens) wanting to 
brood(1). 2 (informal) (of women) feeling the 
desire to have children. 

brook’ /bruk/ п [К] small stream. 

brook? /bruk/ vt put up with; tolerate: He 
cannot ~ interference. (Note: usually used in 
the negative or in questions.) 

broom /bru:m/ л [С] 1 long-handled imple- 
ment for sweeping floors, etc. 2 shrub with 
yellow or white flowers growing on sandy 
banks, etc. 

broth /bro0/ и [U] water in which meat has 
been boiled (flavoured and thickened with 
vegetables, etc, served as soup). 

brothel /Ъго9ду и [С] house at which prosti- 
tutes may be visited. 

brother /'brada(r)/ я [С] 1 son of the same 
parents as another person. 2 person united to 
others by membership of the same society, 
profession, etc: ~ officers, in the same regi- 
ment. 3 fellow member of a socialist organiza- 
tion, trade union, etc. 4 (p/ = brethren 
/‘bredran/) fellow member of a religious so- 
ciety. 
'brother-hood, (a) [0] feeling (as) of 
brother for brother. (b) [С] (members of an) 
association of men with the same interests and 
aims, esp a religious organization. 
‘brother-in-law /'bradar in lo:/ п [С] (р 
~s-in-law) brother of one’s husband or wife; 
husband of one’s sister. 
'brother-ly adj: ~ly affection. 

brought /bro:t/ pt,pp of bring. 

brow /brau/ 1 (usually р/; also 'eye-brow) 
arch of hair above the eye. 2 forehead. © 
highbrow, lowbrow. 3 top of a slope; steep 
slope: the ~ of a hill. 

brow-beat /'braubi:t/ vt (pf ~, pp ~en 
/-bi:tn/) bully: а ~en little woman. 

brown /braun/ п adj (-er, -est) (having the) 
colour of toasted bread, or coffee mixed with 
milk. а vt,vi make or become brown. brown- 
ed'off, (sl) bored; fed up. 

browse /brauz/ vi 1 feed, as animals do (on 
grass, etc): cattle browsing in the fields. 2 read 
(parts of a book, newspaper) without any defi- 
nite plan, for interest or enjoyment: browsing 
among books in the public library. a п [С] (act, 
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period, of) browsing: have a good~. 

bruise /bru:z/ п [С] injury by a blow or knock 
to the body, or toa fruit, so that the skin is dis- 
coloured but not broken: He was covered with 
~s after falling off his bicycle. с vt,vi1 cause a 
bruise to: Pack the peaches carefully so that 
they won't get ~d. 2 show the effects of a blow 
or knock: A childs flesh ~s easily. 

brunch /brant$/ n [С] late morning meal in- 
stead of breakfast and lunch. 

bru-nette /bru:'net/ и [С] woman (of one of 
the white races) with dark skin and dark- 
brown or black hair. 

brunt /brant/ 7 [С] chief stress or strain: bear 
the ~ of anattack. 

brush’ /braf/ п [С] 1 implement of bristles, 
hair, wire, etc fastened in wood, plastic, or 
other material, used for scrubbing, sweeping, 
cleaning (eg 'tooth~, 'nail~), or Идут? the 
hair (‘kair~); tuft of hair, etc set in a handle, 
used by painters and artists: а 'paint-~. 2 (act 
of) using a brush: He gave his clothes agood~. 
3 [U] rough low-growing bushes; under- 
growth: а ~ fire. > bush(2). 4 short, sharp 
fight or encounter: a~ with the епету. 

brush? /braf/ ур УГ 1 use a brush on; clean, 
polish, make tidy or smooth: ~ your hat/ 
clothes|shoes{hair|teeth. 2 brush off, come 
off as the result of being brushed: The mud will 
~ off when it dries. brush sth away/ off, re- 
move with a brush, one’s hand, etc: He ~ed 
away a fly from his nose. brush sth aside/ 
away, (fig) pay no or little attention to (diffi- 
culties, objections, etc). brush up (оп), 
study or practise in order to get back skill that 
has been 1051: // you’re going to France you'd 
better ~ up (on) your French. 3 touch when 
passing: He ~ed past/by/against me in a rude 
way. 

brusque /bru:sk/ adj (of speech or behav- 
iour) rough and abrupt. 
brusque-ly adj 
brusque-ness п [0] 

Brus-sels sprout //Ьглз! 'spravt/ пл [С] 
green vegetable with buds growing thickly on 
the stem; one of the buds. 

bru-tal /'bru:tl/ adj savage; cruel. 
bru-tally /-ali/ adv 
bru-tal-ity /bru:'teloti/, (a) [U] cruelty; 
savagery. (b) [С] cruel or savage act. 

brute /bru:t/ п [С] 1 animal (except man). 2 
stupid, savage or cruel person. о adj 1 cruel, 
savage. 2 unthinking and physical: w~ 
strength. 

brut-ish /'bru:ti{/ adj of or like a brute. 
brut-ish-ly аду 

bubble /'babl/ п [C] 1 (in air) floating ball 
formed of liquid and containing air or gas: 
‘soap ~s. 2 (in liquid) ball of air or gas that 
rises to the surface, eg in boiling water, in 
sparkling wine. 3 air-filled cavity in a sol- 
idified liquid, eg glass. о у send up, rise in, 
make the sound of, bubbles: She was bubbling 
over with joy|laughter. 


'bubble-gum, chewing-gum which can be 
blown into bubbles. 

ibubble-and-'squeak, dish of boiled po- 
tato and cabbage which are fried together. 
bub-bly /'bu:bli/ adj full of bubbles. а и [U] 
(informal) champagne. 

buc-ca-neer /,bako'nia(r)/ п [С] = pirate. 

buck! /bak/ п [С] male of a deer, hare or rab- 
bit. > doe. 

buck? /bak/ vi,vt 1 (of a horse) jump up with 
the four feet together and the back arched; 
throw (the rider) to the ground by doing this. 
2 buck (up), (informal) make haste; make or 
become more energetic or cheerful: The good 
news ~ed us all up. 

buck? /bak/n [С] (s/) US dollar. 

buck?’ /bak/ и pass the buck (to sb), (sl) 
shift the responsibility (to). 

bucket /'bakit/ п [C] 1 vessel of wood, plas- 
tic, etc for holding or carrying water, etc. kick 
the bucket, (5/) die. 2 (also 'bucket-ful 
/-fol/) as much as a bucket can hold. 

buckle /'bakl/ и [С] metal, plastic, etc fasten- 
er, with one or more spikes made to go 
through a hole in a belt, etc с vt,vi1 fasten, be 
fastened with a buckle: ~ а Бей; ~ оп а sword. 
2 buckle to/down to (work, etc), begin 
(work) in earnest: The sooner he ~s down to it, 
the better. 3 (of metal work, etc) bend, become 
twisted, etc from strain or heat. 

bud /bad/ п [C] leaf, flower or branch, at the 
beginning of its growth. in bud, having buds 
or sending out buds: The trees are in ~. nip 
sth in the bud, put an end to, eg a pilot, 
while it is in the beginning stage. о wi (-dd-) 
put out buds. 
bud-ding adj beginning to develop: a ~ 
lawyer| poet. 

Bud-citism /'budizom/ и the religion found- 
ed by Gautama /'gautams/ or Siddartha 
/si'da:ta/ Buddha /'buda/ (teacher) in М India, 
in about the 6th century BC. 

Bud-dhist /'budist/ п [С] follower of Budd- 
ha. с adj of Buddhism. 

buddy /'bad:/ п [С] (pl -ies) (s/) pal; mate. 

budge /bad3/ vr,vi (usually in the negative 
and with can, could or with won't, wouldr’t) 1 
(cause to) move very little, make the slightest 
movement. 2 (fig) (cause to) change a position 
or attitude: Jt won’t ~~ an inch. 

bud-geri-gar /'badzoriga:(r)/ п [С] Austral- 
ian kind of small parakeet. 

budget /'badzit/ п ГС] 1 estimate of probable 
future income and expenditure, esp that made 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the 
House of Commons. 2 similar estimate made 
by a business company, society, private per- 
son, etc. а vi budget for, allow or arrange 
for: ~ for the coming year. 

buff /baf/ п [9] 1 thick, strong, soft leather. 2 
dull yellow colour. stripped to the ~, naked. с 
vt polish (metal) with a buff. 

buf-falo /'bafalsu/ п [С] (p/ ~s) 1 kinds of ox 
in India, Asia, Europe and Africa. 2 (used in- 


correctly for) N American bison. 

buf-fer /'bafa(r)/ п [С] apparatus for lessen- 
ing the effect of a blow or collision, eg on a 
railway engine or van. 

buf-fet' /'bufe: US: bo'fei/ п [С] 1 counter 
where food and drink may be bought and 
eaten, eg in a railway Station or on a train. 2 
sideboard or table from which (usually cold) 
food is served, eg ina hotel. 

buf-fet? /'bafit/ п [С] blow, generally one 
given with the hand. о vf,vi give a blow to: 
flowers ~ed by rain and wind. 

buf-foon /bo'fu:n/ и [С] clown; fool. 

bug /bag/ п [С] 1 small, flat, ill-smelling, 
blood-sucking insect that infests dirty houses 
and beds. 2 (esp US) any small insect. 3 (infor- 
та!) germ; virus infection: You’ve got the 
Asian flu ~. 4 (sl) defect, snag, eg in a com- 
puter. 5 smal! hidden microphone (for listen- 
ing to conversations, etc). 6 (modern informal) 
addiction: She’s always in the library, she real- 
ly has got the ~! 0 vt (-gg-) 1 (informal) use 
electronic devices (in a room, etc) in order to 
listen secretly to conversations. 2 (s/) annoy: 
That man really ~s me. 

bug-bear /'bagbeo(r)/ п [С] thing feared or 
disiiked, with or without good reason: the ~ 
of rising prices. 

bugle /'bju:g!/ п [С] musical wind-instrument 
of copper or brass (like a small trumpet but 
without keys or valves), used for military sig- 
nals. 
bugiler, person who plays а bugle. 

build’ /bild/ vi,vi (pt,pp built /bilt/) 1 make by 
putting parts, materials, etc together: ~ a 
house/railway. 2 put parts together to form a 
whole: He has built these scraps of metal into a 
very strange-looking sculpture. 3 base (hopes, 
etc) on; rely on: Don’t ~ too many hopes on his 
helping vou. 4 build up, (a) accumulate; 
form a block: Traffic is ~ing up (= The num- 
ber of vehicles is increasing steadily) along the 
roads to the coast. (b) come or build together 
(so as to increase or intensify): Their pressure 
on the enemy is ~ing up. build sb/sth up. 
(a) try to increase a person’s, an institution’s 
reputation (through publicity, praise): Don’t 
~ me up too much; I may disappoint you. (b) 
make, acquire, steadily and gradually: He has 
built up a good business. (c) become covered 
with buildings: The district has been built up 
since I was last there. 

builder, (a) person who builds, esp houses. 
(b) (fig) person who builds up(b): а great 'em- 
pire ~er, person who owns or controls many 
businesses, etc. 

‘build-up, (a) increase: a ~-up of forces| 
pressure. (b) accumulation: a ~-up of traffic. 
(c) flattering publicity, etc: The press gave him 
a tremendous ~-up. 

build? /bild/ п [U] 1 general shape or struc- 
ture. 2 (of the human body) general charac- 
teristics of shape and proportion: a man of 
powerful ~. 
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build-ing /'bildin/ n 1 [C] house or other 
structure: Houses, schools, churches, factories 
and sheds are all ~s. 2 [U] (art of) constructing 
houses, etc: ~ materials. 
'building-society, organization for making 
loans with interest to members who wish to 
build or buy a house, using funds supplied by 
its members. 

bulb /balb/ и [С] 1 almost round, thick, un- 
derground part of a plant sending roots down- 
wards and leaves upwards. 2 thing like a bulb 
in shape, eg the swollen end of a glass tube eg 
in a thermometer. 3 glass case for an electric 
light. 
bul-bous /'balbas/ adj of, having, like, grow- 
ing from, a bulb. 

bulge /bald3/ п [С] 1 irregular swelling: place 
where a swelling or curve shows. 2 temporary 
increase in volume or numbers. о vi,vt (cause 
to) swell beyond the usual size; curve out- 
wards: His pockets were bulging with apples. 

bulk /balik/ п [U] quantity, volume, esp when 
large. in bulk. (а) in large amounts: buy in~. 
(b) loose, not packed in boxes, tins, etc. the 
bulk of, the greater part or number of: He 
left the ~ of his property to his brother. в vi 
appear large or important. 
bulky adj (-ier, -iest) taking up much space; 
clumsy to move or carry. 

bulk-head /'baikhed/ п [С] water-tight or 
air-tight division or partition in a ship or tun- 
пе}, spacecraft, etc. 

bull! /bol/ и [К] 1 uncastrated male of any ani- 
mal of the ox family (> cow): a man with a 
neck like a~, with a thick neck. а фиЙ та 
‘china shop, person who is rough and 
clumsy where skiil and care are needed. take 
the bull by the ‘horns, meet a difficulty 
boldly instead of trying to escape from it. 2 
male of the whale, elephant and other large 
animais. 
'ibuil-dog, large, powerful breed of dog, with 
a short, thick neck, noted for its strong grip 
and its courage. 
ibull-daze vt (a) remove earth, flatten ob- 
Stacles, with a bull-dozer. (b) force a person 
into doing something by using physical 
strength or by intimidating him. 
bull-dozer, powerful tractor with a broad 
stee! blade in front, used for shifting large 
quantities of earth, etc. 
'bull-finch, small songbird with a rounded 
beak and coloured feathers. 
'bull-frog, large American species of frog. 
ibull-'headed adj clumsy, impetuous, obsti- 
nate. 
'bull’s-eye, centre of a target (for archers, 
gunners, etc). 
»bull-'terrier, cross between а bulldog anda 
terrier. 

bull? /bu!l/ п [С] official order from the Pope. 

bul-let /'bulit/ л [С] shaped piece of lead, usu- 
ally coated with another metal, (to be) fired 
from a rifle or revolver. (Note: shells are fired 
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from guns.) 

‘bullet-proof adj able to stop bullets: а ~- 
proof ‘jacket. 

bull-etin /'bulotin/ п [С] 1 official statement 
-of news: The doctors issued ~s twice a day. 2 
printed sheet of paper with official news or an- 
nouncements. 

bul-lion /'bulion/ п [4] gold or silver in bulk 
or bars. 

bul-lock /'bulok/ п [С] castrated bull. 

bully’ /'buli/ п [К] (p/ -ies) person who uses 
his strength or power to frighten or hurt those 
who are weaker. п vt (pt,pp -ied) use strength, 
etc in this way. 

bul-rush /'bolraf/ п [С] (kinds of) tall rush or 
reed with a thick head. 

bul-wark /'bulwok/ п [С] 1 wall, esp one 
built of earth, against attack. 2 (fig) thing that 
defends or protects: Law is the ~ of society, 
gives us security. 3 (usually p/) wall round (esp 
a Sailing) ship’s deck. 

bum! /bam/ п [С] (informal) part of the body 
on which one sits; buttocks. 

bum? /bam/ п [C] (50) habitual beggar or lazy 
person. a vi (-mm-) bum around, wander 
about doing nothing.» bum off sb, (si) 
scrounge. 

bumble-bee /'bambi bi:/ п [C] large kind of 
hairy bee. 

bump /bamp/ v/,vi 1 come into contact with a 
blow or knock: The room was dark and I ~ed 
(my head) against the door. The blind man ~ed 
into me. 2 move with a jerky, jolting motion 
(like a cart on a bad road): The heavy bus ~ed 
along the rough mountain road. 3 bump sb 
off, (5/) murder him. о adv suddenly; violent- 
ly: Our bus ran ~ into the wall. о п [С] 1 blow 
or knock; dull sound made by a blow (as when 
two things come together with force). 2 swel- 
ling on the body as caused by such a blow. 3 
irregularity on a road surface. 4 (jolt felt in an 
aircraft, caused by a) sudden change in air- 
pressure. 
bumpy adj (-ier, -test) with many bumps: a 
~y roadride. 

bum-per' /'bampa(r)/ п [C] (US = fender) 
steel bar on a bus, motor-vehicle (front and 
rear) to lessen the effect of a collision; fender 
(on the side of a boat or ship). 

bum-per? /'bampa(r)/ adj unusually large or 
abundant: a ~ harvest. 

bump-kin /'bampkin/ п [С] person without 
elegant manners, esp from the country. 

bump-tious /'bampfas/ adj conceited: ~ 
officials. 

Бип /ban/ я [С] 1 small round, sweet cake. 2 
twisted knot of hair above the back of the 
neck. . 

bunch /bant{/[C]1 numbers of small, simi- 
lar things naturally growing together: a ~ of 
grapes/bananas. 2 collection of things of the 
same sort placed or fastened together: a ~ of 
flowers|keys. & pick’. a vi,vi bunch up, 
form into a bunch. 


bundle /'bandl/ п [С] number of things fas- 
tened, tied or wrapped together: The books 
were tied up in ~s of twenty. > nerve. с vt,vi 1 
bundle up, make into a bundle. 2 put 
together or away in a confused heap; We ~d 
everything into a drawer. 3 send or go ша 
hurry: They ~d him into a taxi. 

bung /ban/ п [С] large (usually rubber, cork 
or plastic) stopper for closing a hole in a cask 
or barrel. а vt put a bung into. bunged up, 
(a) (of the nose) stopped up with mucus. (b) 
(of drains) blocked with dirt. 

bun-ga-low /'bangalau/ п [С] small house 
with only one storey. 

bungle /'bang!/ vt,vi 1 do (a piece of work) 
badly and clumsily. 2 spoil (a task, etc) by not 
using or having skill. 

bun-ion /'banion/ п [С] inflamed swelling, esp 
on the large joint of the big toe. 

bunk' /bank/ п [С] 1 narrow bed fixed on the 
wall, eg in a ship. 2 one of two narrow beds 
built one above the other, usually for children. 

bunk? /bank/n do a bunk, (5/) runaway. 

bunker /'banka(r)/ и [С] 1 that part of a ship 
where coal or fuel oil is stored. 2 sandy hol- 
low, made as an obstacle, on a golf-course. 3 
(mil) underground shelter, fortified point, of 
steel and concrete. o ур, уг fill a ship’s bunkers 
with fuel. 

bunny /'bani/ n [©] (pl -ies) (child’s word for 
a) rabbit. 

bun-sen burner /,bansn 'bs:no(r)/ п [С] 
(used in science laboratories) burner using gas 
mixed with air. 

buoy /boi/ п [С] 1 floating object, anchored to 
the bottom, to show a navigable channel or to 
indicate reefs, submerged wrecks, etc. 2 = 
life-buoy. o vi 1 mark the position of with a 
buoy: ~ а wreck/channel. 2 buoy up, (a) 
keep afloat. (b) (fig) keep up hopes, dreams, 
etc. 

buoy-ancy /'boiensi/ и [0] 1 power to float 
or keep things floating. 2 (fig) lightness of 
spirits; cheerfulness. 3 (fiz) (of the stock mar- 
ket) tendency of prices to rise. 

buoy-ant /'boiont/ adj 1 able to float or to 
keep things floating. 2 (fig) cheerful: a ~ dis- 
position. 3 (fig) (of the stock market, etc) 
maintaining high prices. 
buoy-ant-ly аду 

bur, burr /bs:(r)/ п [С] (plant with a) seed- 
case or flower-head that clings to the hair or 
fur of animals. 

БигЫе /'bsa:bl/ vi make a gentle murmuring 
or bubbling sound: burbling with happiness. 

bur-den /'bs:don/ п [С] 1 load (esp one that is 
heavy): beast of ~, animal that carries packs 
on its back. 2 (literary or fig) something diffi- 
cult to bear: the ~ of taxation on industry. 3 
[9] ship’s carrying capacity, tonnage; а ship of 
3000 tons ~. 4 obligation to prove: The ~ of 
proof rests with him. a vt load; put a burden 
on: ~ oneself with a heavy over coat{with | use- 
less facts. 
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bur-den-some /-som/ adj hard to bear; mak- 
ing tired. 

bureau /'bjuorsu/ п [С] (pi ~x /-rauz/) 1 writ- 
ing desk with drawers. 2 government or munj- 
cipal department or office: the ,/nfor'mation 
Bw 

bureauc-racy /bjuo'rokrasi/ и [U] govern- 
ment by privileged stratum of higher offi- 
cials intertwined with the ruling classes; red 
tape system of administration; [С] this 
system of government; the officials as a body. 

bureau-crat /'bjuerakret/ п [С] official who 
works in a bureau or government department, 
esp one who obeys the rules of his department 
without exercising much judgement. 
bureau-cratic /,bjvora'kretik/ adj of or like 
a bureaucrat; too much attached to rules. 
bureau-crati-cally /-kli/ adv 

bur-glar /'bs:gla(r)/ п [С] person who breaks 
into a house at night in order to steal. 
'burglar-alarm, device to give warning of 
burglars. 
'burglar-proof adj made so that burglars 
cannot break in or into. 

bur-glary /'bs:glori/ м (pi -ies) [U] crime of 
breaking into a house by night to steal; [C] 
instance of this. 

burgle /'bs:gl/ ур, у? break into (a building) to 
commit burglary; commit burglary. 

bur-ial /'berial/ n [0] burying; [С] instance of 
this. 
'burial-ground, cemetery. 

bur-lesque /bs:'lesk/ n 1 [С] imitation, eg of 
a book, speech, регзоп’$ behaviour, for the 
purpose of making fun of it or of amusing 
people. 2 [U] amusing imitation. 

burly /'bs:li/ adj (-ier, -iest) (of a person) big 
and strong. 

burn’ /bs:n/ п [С] injury, mark, made by fire, 
heat or acid: He died of the ~s he received in 
the fire. 
burner, (a) person who burns or makes 
something by burning: a 'charcoal-~er. (b) 
(that part of an) apparatus from which the 
light or flame comes: an 'oil-~er. 
burn-ing adj intense; exciting: a ~ing thirst/ 
desire|question. 

burn? /bs:n/ vt,vi (рьрр ~t /ba:nt/, occasion- 
ally ~ed /b3:nd/) (For uses with adverbial par- 
ticles and prepositions, > 6 below.) 1 use for 
the purpose of lighting or heating; Most large 
steamships now ~ oil instead of coal. 2 
damage, hurt, destroy by fire, heat or the ac- 
tion of acid: Be careful not to ~ the meat. 
Wood ~s easily. 3 make by heat: ~ a hole та 
carpet, eg by dropping a cigarette end. 4 be 
hurt or spoilt by fire or heat; be or feel warm 
or hot: She has a skin that ~s easily, is quickly 
hurt by the sun. 5 (fig) be filled with strong 
feeling: He was ~ing with anger. 
6 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
051015): 
burn away, (a) continue to burn: The fire 
was ~ing away cheerfully. (&) make, become 
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less, by burning: Half the candle had ~t away. 
burn down, be destroyed, destroy to the 
foundations, by fire: The house (was) ~1 down. 
burn out, (a) become extinguished: The fire 
~t (itself) out. (b) (of a rocket) use up its fuel. 
(с) be destroyed by fire: ,~t-out 'factories| 
"tanks. 
burn up, (a) burst into flames, flare up: Put 
some wood on the fire and make it ~ up. (b) get 
rid of, by burning: We ~t up all the garden 
rubbish. (c) (of a rocket, etc re-entering the 
atmosphere from space) catch fire and be 
destroyed. 

bur-nish /'bs:ni{/ vt,vi polish by, or as if by, 
rubbing. 

burp /bs:p/ vi, 2 К] 650) belch. 

burr'n& bur. 

burr? /bs:(r)/ и [С] whirring sound made ® 
parts of machines that turn quickly. 

bur-row /'barou US: 'ba-/ п [С] hole made in 
the ground (by rabbits, etc). со vi,vt make а 
burrow. 

bur-sar /'bs:sa(r)/ п [С] 1 treasurer (esp of a 
college). 2 (student holding a) scholarship or 
grant: British Council ~s in Great Britain. 
bur-sary, (a) scholarship, grant. (b) office 
of a bursar. 

burst’ /bs:st/ п [С] 1 bursting explosion: the 
~ of a Shell/bomb; а ~ т the water main. 2 
brief, violent effort: а ~ of energy|speed. .3 
outbreak: а ~ of applause; a ~ of gunfire.4 > 
bust?. 

burst? /ba:st/ vi,vt (pt,pp ~) (For uses with 
adverbial particles and prepositions, > 5 be- 
low.) 1 (of a bomb, shell, etc) (cause to) fly or 
break apart from internal pressure; explode. 2 
(of river banks, a dam, an abscess, a boil) 
(cause to) break outwards; (of a bubble) 
break; (of leaf and flower buds) open out. be 
bursting to, be eager to: He was ~ing to tell 
us the news. 3 be full to over-flowing; be able 
to contain with difficulty: They were ~ing with 
happiness|impatience|/health. 4 make a way ог 
entry suddenly or by force: He ~ into the 
room. The sun~ through the clouds. 
5 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 
burst in (on/upon), (a) interrupt: He ~ in 
on our conversation. (b) appear or arrive sud- 
denly. 
burst into, (a) send out suddenly; break out 
into: The coat fell in the fire and ~ into flames. 
(b) ~ into tears/laughter|/song, suddenly be- 
gin to cry/laugh, etc; ~ into blossom, Lai to 
bloom. 
burst out laughing/crying. suddenly be- 
gin to laugh/cry. 

bury /'beri/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 place (a dead 
body) in the ground, in a grave or in the sea; 
(of a clergyman) perform the Burial Service 
over: He’s dead and buried. 2 put under- 
ground; cover with earth, leaves, etc; cover up 
and forget; hide from view: buried treasure. 
She buried ( = hid) her face in her hands. 


bus / butterfly 


bus /bas/ п (pl ~es) (= omnibus which is not 
now used) public motor-vehicle that travels 
along a fixed route and takes up and sets down 
passengers at fixed points: Shall we walk or go 
by ~? miss the bus, (5/) be too late to use an 
opportunity. а vi,vt (-ss-) 1 go, take, by bus. 2 
(esp US) transport children to their schools: 
the ~sing of children to achieve racial integra- 
tion. 
'bus-stop, signed stopping place for buses. 

bush /buf/ пт [С] low-growing plant with 
several or many woody stems coming up from 
the root: а 'rose-~. 2 [U] (often the ~) wild, 
uncultivated land, with or without trees or 
bushes, esp in Africa and Australia. 
'bush-man, member of certain tribes in the S 
African bush. 
'bushy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) covered with 
bushes. (b) growing thickly; thick and rough: 
~y eyebrows. 

bushel /'bufl/ n [С] (before metrication) 
measure for grain and fruit (= 8 gallons). 

busier, busiest, busily © busy. 

busi-ly /'bizoli/ adv in a busy way: ~ engaged 
in working. 

busi-ness /'biznis/ п 1 [9] buying and sel- 
ling; commerce; trade: We do not do much ~ 
with them. on business, for the purpose of 
doing business: Are you here on ~ or for 
pleasure? 2 [С] shop; commercial enterprise, 
etc: He is the manager of three different ~es.3 
[9] task, duty, concern; what has to be done: 
It is a teacher’s ~ to help his pupils. get down 
to business, start the work that must be 
done. mean business, (informal) be seri- 
ous, determined (to act, not just talk). mind 
one’s own business, attend to one’s own 
duties and not interfere with those of others. 
‘business-like adj using, showing, prompt- 
ness, care, organization, etc. 
'business-man, man who is engaged in buy- 
ing and selling, etc (not a lawyer, doctor, etc). 

busk /bask/ vi entertain people for tips, eg 
sing to queues outside cinemas. 
busker, person who busks. 

bust! /bast/ п [С] 1 head and shoulders of a 
person cut in stone, or cast in bronze, etc. 2 
woman’s breast; measurement round the 
chest and back. 

bust? /bast/ ур (51 for burst) bust sth, 
smash it: The business went ~, failed. 

bustle’ /'basl/ vi,vt (cause to) move quickly 
and excitedly: Everyone was bustling about/in 
and out. a п [Ч] excited activity: the ~ of city 
Streets. 

bustle? /'basl/ п [С] frame formerly: used to 
increase a woman’s skirt at the back. 

busy /'bizi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 working; occu- 
pied; having much to do: The doctor isa ~ 
man. 2 full of activity: a ~ day; (of places) 
filled with active people, traffic, etc: The shops 
are ~ before Christmas. 3 (of a telephone line) 
in use. а vt keep busy, occupy oneself with: He 
busied himself with all sorts of little tasks. 
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'busy-body, person who interferes although 
his help is not wanted. 

but! /bat/ adv only (now the usual word): We 
can~ try. He’s~a boy. 

but? /bat strong form: bat/ conj 1 (co- 
ordinating): Tom was not there ~ his brother 
was. Never a month passes ~ she writes (= in 
which she does not write) to her old parents. 2 
(formal) (with cannot or could not): I could not 
choose ~ go, had no choice. 

but? /bot strong form: bat/ prep (The uses of 
but as a prep and as a conj are not always easily 
distinguished.) (used with negatives, eg no one, 
none, nothing, and interrogatives, eg who, and 
such words as all, every one) except, excluding: 
Nothing ~ disaster would come from such a 
plan. No one ~ he[him showed much interest in 
the proposa!. ,but for, except for, without: 
B~ for your help we should not have finished т 
time. but 'then, on the other hand: London is 
a noisy place, ~ then it’s also the place where 
you get the best entertainment. 

butcher /'butfa(r)/ п [C] 1 person who kills, 
cuts up and sells animals for food. 2 person 
who has caused unnecessary death, eg a gener- 
al who wastes the lives of soldiers. 3 person 
who kills savagely and needlessly. о vt 1 pre- 
pared meat for selling as food. 2 kill violently, 
esp with a knife. 
butch-ery, (esp) needless and cruel killing of 
people. 

but-ler /'batlo(r)/ п [С] head of a household 
staff (in charge of the wine-cellar, pantry, etc). 

butt! /bat/ п [С] 1 large cask for wine or ale. 2 
large barrel for storing rainwater, eg from 
roofs. 

butt? /bat/ п [С] 1 thicker, larger end (esp of a 
fishing-rod or rifle). 2 unburned end, eg of a 
smoked cigar or cigarette. 

butt? /bat/ 11 the ~s, shooting-range; the 
targets and the mound of earth behind them 
(used for practice in firing rifles). 2 [C] person 
who is a target for ridicule, jokes, etc: He is the 
~ of the whole school. 

butt* /bat/ vt,vi 1 push with the head (as a 
goat does): ~ a man in the stomach. 2 butt 
lin, (informal) force oneself into the conversa- 
tion or company of others. 

but-ter /'bato(r)/ п [Ч] 1 fatty food substance 
made from cream, used on bread, in cooking, 
etc: She looks as if ~ would not melt in her 
mouth, has an innocent appearance. 2 sub- 
stance similar to butter, made from other 
materials: peanut ~. о vt 1 spread, cook with, 
butter. 2 butter sb up, flatter. 
'but-ter-cup, wild plant with small yellow 
flowers. 
'but-ter-fin-gers, person unable to hold ог 
catch things well. 
'but-ter-milk, liquid that remains after but- 
ter has been separated from milk. 
'ibut-ter-scotch, [U] sweet substance made 
by boiling sugar and butter together. 

but-ter-fly /‘bataflai/ п [С] (p/ -ies) insect 
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with four wings, often brightly coloured. 

but-tock /'batok/ м [С] either side of that 
part of the body on which a person sits: a 
smack on the ~s. 

but-ton /'batn/ п [С] 1 small, usually round, 
bit of plastic, metal, etc for fastening articles 
of clothing, or sewn on as an ornament. 2 
small, round object, esp one that, when push- 
ed, makes an electrical contact, eg for a bell: 
press|push{touch the ~. 3 small, unopened 
mushroom. с vf,vi fasten with a buttons: ~ 
(up) one’s coat. 
'button-hole п [С] (a) hole through which a 
button is passed. (b) flower worn in a hole (eg 
in the lapel of a jacket or coat). o vi hold a per- 
son (to get his attention). 

but-tress /'batris/ п [С] 1 support built 
against a wall. 2 (fig) prop; thing that sup- 
ports: the ~es of society/the constitution. в vt 
strengthen, support ~ up an argument. 

buxom /'baksom/ adj (of women) large and 
healthy-looking. 

buy /bai/ vt,vi (pt,pp bought /bo:t/) 1 get in re- 
turn for money, get by paying a price: Can 
money ~ happiness? 2 obtain ai a sacrifice: 
Victory was dearly bought. в п (informal) pur- 
chase: a good ~, a bargain. 
buyer, (a) person who buys articles on sale. 
(b) person who chooses articles to be sold ша 
shop. 

buzz /baz/ vi,vt 1 make a humming sound (as 
of bees or machinery in quick motion). 2 move 
quickly or excitedly: ~ about/around; ~ing 
along the road. buzz off, (sl) go away. 3 (of 
the ears) be filled with a buzzing noise: My 
ears ~. 4 (of an aircraft) fly near to or low 
over (another plane) in a threatening manner: 
Two fighters ~ed the airliner. a п [С] 1 sound 
of people talking, of whirling machinery, etc. 
2 humming (of bees or other insects). 
buz-zer, electrical bell that produces a buz- 
zing note when the current flows. 

buz-zard /'bazod/ п [С] kinds of falcon. 

Бу! /ba:/ adverbial particle 1 near: He hid the 
money when nobody was ~. 2 past: He hurried 
~ without a word. Бу and ‘by, later on. фу 
and large, on the whole; taking everything 
into consideration. 

by? /bai/ prep 1 near; at or to the side of: Come 
and sit ~ me/~ my side. stand by sb, sup- 
port him. 2 (showing direction of movement) 
through, along, across, over: We came ~ the 
fields, net by the roads. 3 past: He walked ~ me 
without speaking. В (of time, esp to show con- 
ditions and circumstances) during: The enemy 
attacked ~ night. 6 (of time) as soon as; not 
later than; when (the time indicated) comes: 
Can you finish the work ~ tomorrow? 7 (in 
phrases of a unit of time, length, weights, 
measurements, etc): rent а house ~ the year; 
sell cloth ~ the metreleggs ~ the dozen. 8 
through the agency, means, of: He makes a liv- 
ing ~ teaching. He was killed ~ lightning. 9 (of 
means of travel, transport, conveyance): 


buttock /cabinet 


travel ~ land/sea/air; ~ bus|/car/boat/train.10 
(of a part of the body that is touched, etc): 
grab him ~ the arm. 11 according to: Bw ту 
watch it is 2 o'clock. 12 to the extent of: The 
bullet missed me ~ a centimetre. 13 know/ 
learn sth by heart, so that one can repeat it 
from memory. by accicent/mistake/ 
chance, not on purpose or intentionally. by 
oneself, (a) alone: He was (all) ~ himself. 
(b) without help: He built it~ himself. 

bye-bye /, ba: 'bai/ isnt (informal) goodbye. 

by-elec-tion /'bai ilekfn/ и [С] election 
made necessary by the death or resignation of 
a member during the life of Parliament. > 
general election. 

by-gone /'baignon/ adj past: in ~ days, in the 
time now past. 0 n (pl) let bygones be 
bygones, forgive and forget the past. 

by-law, bye-law /'ba: 15:/ п [С] law or 
regulation made by a local authority (eg a 
town or railway company). 

by-pass /'bai pa:s US: pes/ п [С] wide road 
passing round a heavily populated urban area 
or village, to take through traffic. о vt 1 pro- 
vide with, make, a bypass. 2 (fig) ignore. 

by-prod-uct /'bai prodakt/ и [С] substance 
obtained during the manufacture of some 
other substance. 

by-stander /'baistendoa(r)/ п [С] person 
standing near but not taking part in an event 
or activity. 

by-word /'baiws3:d/ п [С] person, place, etc 
regarded and spoken of as a notable example 
of a (bad) quality. 


Cc 


С, с /si:/ (21 C's, c’s /si:z/) the third letter of the 
English alphabet. 

cab /keb/n[C]1 (‘taxi-~) = taxi: Shall we go 
by bus or take а ~~? 2 part of a railway engine, 
bus, lorry, etc for the driver. 3 (formerly) 
horse-drawn carriage. 

cab-aret /'kebare:/ п [С] 1 entertainment 
(songs, dancing, etc) provided in a restaurant, 
etc while guests are dining or drinking. 

cab-bage /'kxbid3z/ п [С] (kinds of) plant 
with a round head of thick green or red leaves; 
[О] these leaves as a vegetable. 

ca-ber /'keiba(r)/ п [С] trunk of a young fir- 
tree thrown in Highland games (Scotland) asa 
trial of strength and skill: toss the ~. 

cabin /'kebin/ п [С] 1 room ina ship or air- 
craft, esp (in a ship) one for sleeping тт. 2 small 
house, usually made of logs; railway signal- 
box. 
‘cabin cruiser, motor-boat with a cabin. 

cabi-net /‘kebinit/ п [С] 1 piece of furniture 
with drawers or shelves for storing or display- . 


cable/caliph 


ing things: a 'medicine ~; a ‘filing ~, for stor- 


ing letters, documents. 2 plastic, wooden or 


metal container for radio or record-playing 
equipment. 3 group of men (chief ministers of 
state) chosen by the head of the government 
(the prime minister in GB) to be responsible 
for government administration and policy: 
C~ Minister, one of these men. 

cable /‘keibl/ п 1 [C,U] (length of) thick, 
strong rope (of fibre or wire), used on ships, 
bridges, etc. 2 protected bundle of insulated 
wires for carrying electrical power or mes- 
sages by electric telegraph; message so carried. 
-O vt,vi send (a message) by cable. 
'cable-car/railway, one moving up a steep 
slope, worked by acable(1). 
‘cable-gram, telegram sent via a cable(2). 

ca-cao /ko'kau/ п [С] 1 (also ~-bean) seed of 
a tropical tree from which cocoa and choc- 
olate are made. 2 (also ~-tree) the tree. 

cackle /'kekl/ n 1 [U] noise made by a hen 
after laying an egg. 2 [С] loud laugh; [U] fool- 
ish talk. o vi1 (of a hen) make this noise. 2 (of 
a person) talk or laugh noisily. | 

cac-tus /‘kektas/ п [К] (р/ ~es or cacti 
/‘kektai/) (sorts of) plant from hot, dry 
climates with a thick, fleshy stem, often with 
no leaves and covered with clusters of spines 
or prickles. 

ca-dence /'keidons/ п [С] rhythm in sound; 
the rise and fall of the voice in speaking. 

ca-det /Кэ'4е!/ и [C] 1 student at a naval, mili- 
tary or air force college. 2 young person under 
training fora profession: роШсе ~s. 

саде /ked3/ vt,vi (informa!) beg; (try to) get 
by begging: be always cadging. 
cad-ger, person who cadges. 

Caesar-ian /si'zearion/ adj, п [С] (of a) de- 
livery of a child by cutting the walls of the ab- 
domen and uterus: a~ section. 

café /'kefer US: КаЧе/ п [С] 1 (in Europe) 
place where the public may buy and drink cof- 
fee, beer, wine, spirits, etc. 2 (in GB) small, 
usually self-service, restaurant at which meals, 
drinks (but not alcoholic drinks) may be 
bought. 

cafe-teria |, kzfo'tioria/ п [С] = café(2). 

caf-tan /'keften/ n [С] 1 long tunic with a 
cord at the waist, worn by men in the Near 
East. 2woman’s loosely hanging dress. 

cage /keid3/ п [С] 1 framework, fixed or port- 
able, with wires or bars, in which birds or ani- 
mals may be kept. 2 framework in which cars 
are lowered or raised in the shaft of a mine. o 
vt-put, keep, in a cage. 

cagey /'keid3i/ adj (informa!) unwilling to 
provide information; secretive. 

ca-jole /ka'dzoul/ vt use flattery or deceit to 
persuade or to get information, etc. 

cake /keik/ n 1 [C,U] sweet mixture of flour, 
eggs, butter, etc baked in an oven: а slice of ~. 
a piece of ‘cake, (sl) very easy and pleasant 
work. 2 С] shaped mixture of other kinds of 
food: 'fish-~s. 3 [С] shaped piece of other 
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materials or substances: a ~ of soap. а им 
coat thickly, become coated (with mud, etc). . 

ca-lami-tous /ka'lemitas/ adj disastrous; 
serious: а ~ error of judgement. 

ca-lam-ity /ko'lemoti/ п [С] (р/ -ies) great 
and serious misfortune or disaster (eg a big 
earthquake or flood). 

cal-cium /'kzlsiom/ и [U] soft white metal 
(symbol Ca), the chemical basis of many com- 
pounds essential to life, occurring in bones 
and teeth and forming part of limestone, 
marble and chalk. 

cal-cu-lable /‘kelkjulabl/ adj that may be 
measured, reckoned or relied on. 

cal-cu-late /‘kelkjuleit/ vt,vi 1 find out by 
working with numbers: ~ the cost of a journey. 
2 planned or designed to: This advertisement is 
~d to attract the attention of housewives. 3 
consider, etc and be confident (that something 
will happen, etc). 
cal-cu-lat-ing adj scheming; crafty. 

cal-cu-la-tion /,kelkjo'lei{n/ и [U] act of 
calculating; careful thought; [C] result of this: 
I'm out т ту ~s, have made a mistake. 

cal-cu-la-tor /‘kelikjuleita(r)/ n [C] 1 person 
who calculates. 2 machine that calculates 
automatically: an electronic/a pocket ~. 

cal-cu-lus /'kalkjulas/ и (pl -li |-1а1/ ог ~es) 
1 [0] branch of mathematics that deals with 
variable quantities, used to solve many 
mathematical problems. 2 [C] (med) stone in 
some part of the human body. 

cal-en-dar /'kxlinda(r)/ п [С] 1 list of the 
days, weeks, months, of a particular year; list 
with dates that are important to certain 
people. 2 system by which time is divided into 
fixed periods, and marking the beginning and 
end of a year: the Muslim~. 
;calendar ‘month, month as marked on the 
calendar (contrasted with а /unar month of 28 
days). 

calf! /ka:f US: kezf/ n 1 [К] (p/ calves /ka:vz 
US: kzvz/) young of the domestic cow; young 
of the seal, whale and some other animals for 
the first year. 2 [U] (also '~ skin) leather from 
the skin of a calf. 

calf? /ka:f US: kef/ п [С] (p/ calves /ka:vz US: 
kevz/) fleshy part of the back of the human 
leg, between the knee and the ankle. 

cali-brate /'kelibreit/ vt determine or cor- 
rect the scale of a thermometer, gauge or other 
graduated instrument. 
cali-bra-tion /,kel'breifn/ и [С] degree 
marks, etc on a measuring instrument. 

cal-ibre (US = cali-ber) /‘kalibo(r)/ и 1 [С] 
inside diameter of a tube, gun, etc. 2 [U] qual- 
ity of mind or character: a man of considerable 
~, importance. 

cali-pers /‘kalipoz/n pl(US) = callipers. 

ca-liph, ca-lif /'keilif/ п [С] title once used 
by rulers who were descendants and succes- 
sors of Muhammad; chief civil and religious 
ruler: the C~ of Baghdad. 
cal-iph-ate /'kerlifert/, caliph’s position and 
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residence. 

call" /ko:l/ и [C} 1 shout; cry: а ~ for help. 2 
characteristic cry of a bird. 3 military signal 
(on a bugle, etc). 4 short visit (to. a house, etc); 
short stop (at a place): J paid'a'~ on her friend: 
Е have several ~s to make. 5 message; sum- 
mons; invitation: 'telephone ~s. от calf, (of 
doctors, nurses, etc) ready to goon duty if ask- 
ed. 6 [U] (chiefly negative or interrogative) 
need; occasion: There’s:no ~ for you to worry. 
7 (in card-games) player’s right or turn to 
make a bid; bid made in this way. 
'call-box, small public kiosk with а tele- 
phone. 

call? /ko:1/ vt,vi (For special uses with adver- 
bial particles and prepositions, г> 9 below.) 1 
say in a loud voice; cry; speak or shout to at- 
tract attention: She ~ed to her father for help. 
calf out, cry or shout when needing help, or 
from surprise, pain, etc. > 9 below. 2 pay а 
short visit: ] ~ed on Mr Green. Fhis тат -~s at 
every station. call for, visit (a house, etc): to 
get something, or to go somewhere with some- 
body: РИ ~ for you at 6 0’ clock and we’ ll go. to 
the cinema together. 3 name; describe as: His 
name is Richard but we all ~~ him Dick. call sb 
names, abuse or insult him. сай rt а day, > 
day(3). 4 consider; regard аз: Г ~ that a 
shame. 5 summon; wake; send a message to: 
Please ~ a doctor. Please ~ me (= wake me 
up) at 6 tomorrow morning. Please ~. me a 
taxi{~ a taxi for me. 6 (special uses with 
nouns) call attention to, require (a person) 
to give his attention to. саЙ a meeting, ап- 
nounce that one will be held and summon 
people to attend. call a strike, instruct 
workers to go on strike. 7 make a bid in 
card-games. © са! (7). 8 be called to the 
bar, > Баг" (9). 
9 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 
call by, (informal) visit for a short time. 
call for, demand, require: You must take such 
steps as seem (to be) ~ed for. 
call sth in, order or request the return of: 
The librarian has ~ed in all books. call ‘in on, 
visit briefly. 
call (sth) off, (a) tell it to go/come away: 
Please ~ your dog off. (b) decide, give orders, 
to stop: The strike/attack was ~ed off, was 
either not started or was stopped. 
calf on, make a short visit. 
call on/upen, appeal to; invite; require: / 
now ~ on (= invite) Mr Grey to address the 
meeting. 
call out, (a) summon, esp to an emergency: 
The fire brigade was ~ed out twice yesterday. 
(b) instruct (workers) to come out on strike. 
call sb/sth up, (a) telephone to: ГИ ~ you 
up this evening. (b) bring back to the mind: ~ 
up scenes of childhood. (с) summon for (mili- 
tary, etc) service: if war breaks out, we shall be 
~ed up at once. Hence, 'cail-upin 

cal-ler /'ko:lo(r)/ п [С] person who makes. а 


call/camp 
visit. 
cal-ligra-phy /ko'ligrofi/ п [О] handwriting; 
(art of) beautiful handwriting. 


cal-ling /'ko:liy/ п [С] (esp) occupation, 
profession or trade. 

cal-li-pers /'kzlipoz/ п р/ № instrument for 
measuring the diameter of round: objects or 
the inside measurement of tubes, etc. 2 metal 
supports attached to the legs of a disabled per- 
son to enable him to walk. 

cal-lous /'kzlos/ adj 1 (of the skin) made 
hard (by rough work, etc). 2 (fig) hard- 
hearted, unsympathetic. 

cal-low /'kzlou/ adj young; inexperienced: a 
~ youth. 

cal-lus /'kzlos/ п [С] (pl ~es) area of thick, 
hardened skin. 

calm. /ka:m/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (of the eel) 
quiet; not windy; (of the sea) still; without 
large waves. 2 not excited; untroubled; quiet: 
keep ~. On a~, a time when everything is 
quiet and peaceful. o vt,vi make or become 
calm: He asked the workers to ~ down. 
calm-ly аду 
calm-ness и [0] 

cal-orie /‘kzlor/ п [К] unit of heat; unit of 
energy supplied by food: An ounce of sugar 
supplies about 100 ~s. 
cal-or-ific /,kzla'rifik/ adj producing heat: 
calorific value, (of food or fuel) quantity of 
heat produced by a given quantity. 

cal-umny /'kzlomni/ м [С] (p/ -ies) false 
statement about a person, made to conve: = his 
character; [U] slander. 

ca-lyp-so /koa'lipsou/ п [С] (р/ ~s) impro- 
vised popular song, as composed by West 
Indians, on a subject of current interest. 

ca-lyx /КеШК$/ м [С] (pl ~es or calyces 
/‘kerlisi:z/) ring of leaves (called sepals) form- 
ing the outer support of the petals of an un- 
opened flower-bud. 

cam-ber /'kembo(r)/ п [С] slight rise in the 
middle of a surface (eg a road). 

came /keim/ pt of come. 

camel /'kzeml/[C] long-necked animal, with 
either one or two humps on its back, used in 
desert countries for riding and for carrying 
goods. 

cameo /'kemiou/ и [С] (р/ ~s) piece of hard 
stone with a raised design, often of a different 
colour, used as a jewel or ornament. 

cam-era /'kemroa/ и [С] 1 apparatus for tak- 
ing single photographs or ('film/'movie ~) 
moving pictures, or, ("ТУ ~) for broadcasting 
programmes, etc. 2 # camera, privately. 

cam-ou-flage /'kemofia:3/ п [0] 1 that 
which makes it difficult to recognize the 
presence or real nature of something or some- 
body: The whiie fur of the polar bear is a natu- 
ral ~, because the bear is not easily seen in the 
snow. 2 (in war) the use of paint, netting, 
branches, etc to deceive the enemy. п vf try to 
conceal by means of camouflage. 

camp /kemp/ n [C]}1 place where people (eg 


campaign / сапоп 


people on holiday, soldiers, explorers) live in 
tents or huts. 2 number of people with the 
same ideas (esp on politics or religion): We’re 
in the same ~, are in agreement, are working 
together. 3 (also 'holiday-~) organized centre, 
usually near the sea, for family holidays. о vi1 
make, live in, a camp: Where shall we ~ to- 
night? go camping. spend a holiday in tents, 
etc: The boys have decided to go ~ing next 
summer. 2 camp it up, overact. 
camper, person who camps, esp on holiday. 

cam-paign /kzm'pem/ n[C]1 group of mili- 
tary operations with a set purpose, usually in 
one area. 2 series of planned activities to gain 
a special object: an ‘advertising ~. а vi take 
part in, go on, a campaign: ~ing for the Lab- 
our Party. 
cam-paigner, person who campaigns. 

cam-pus /'kempes/ п [С] (p/ ~es) grounds 
of a school, college or university. 

can’ /kzn/ п [С] 1 metal container for liquids, 
etc: an 'oil-~. 2 (formerly US but now also 
GB) tin-plated airtight container (for food, 
etc); contents of such a container: a ~ of beer. 
> tin. 3 (US 5) prison. а vt (-nn-) preserve 
(food, etc) by putting inacan(2). 
can-nery, place where food is canned. 

can? /kon strong form: Каеп/ auxiliary verb 
(negative cannot /‘kenoat/, can’t /ka:nt US: 
kent/, pt could /kad strong form: kud/, nega- 
tive couldn't /‘kudnt/) 1 be able to; know 
how to: C~ you lift this box? She ~ speak 
French. 2 (used with verbs of perception): J ~ 
hear people talking in the next room. We could 
hear someone singing in the bathroom. 3 (infor- 
mai) (used to show permission; may is more 
formal): You ~ go home now. The children 
asked whether they could go for a swim. You 
can t travel first-class with a second-class tick- 
et.4 (used to show possibility): That couldn’ t 
be true. 5 (used in questions to show surprise, 
doubt, etc): What ,~ he ‘mean? 6 (used to indi- 
cate what is considered characteristic, what 
somebody or something is considered capable 
of being or doing): /t ~ be very cold here, even 
in May. I could have danced all night. 

ca-nal /ka'nzl/ я [С] 1 channel cut through 
land for use of boats or ships (eg the Suez C~) 
or to carry water to fields for irrigation. 2 tube 
or pipe (or system of these) in a plant or ani- 
mal body for food, air, etc: the alimentary ~. 

са-пагу /Кэ'пеэм/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [С] small, 
yellow-feathered songbird. 2 [U] its colour, 
light yellow. 

can-.-celi /‘kens!/ vi,vi(-ll-, US -i-) 1 cross out, 
draw a line through (words or figures); make a 
mark on (eg postage stamps to prevent re- 
use). 2 say that something already arranged or 
decided wiil not be done, will not take place, 
etc: The sports meeting was ~led. 
can.cel-la-tion /,kenso'leifn/n[C,U] 

can-cer /'kznsa(r)/ п [C,U] diseased growth 
in the body, often causing death: lung ~. 
can-cer-ous /'kxnsoares/ adj of, like, having, 
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cancer. 
Can-cer /'kenso(r)/ п 1 Tropic of ~, the 
parallel of latitude 324°N. 2 the Crab, fourth 


sign of the zodiac. 

can-did /'kendid/ adj straightforward, 
frank: J will be quite ~ with you: I think you 
acted foolishly. 
can-did-ly adv 


can-di-date /'kzndidat/ п [С] 1 person who 
wishes, or who is put forward by others, to 
take an office or position (eg for election to 
Parliament): The Labour ~ was elected. 2 per- 
son taking an examination. 

candle /'kendi/ п [С] wax, etc with a string 
(wick) through it, for giving light. 
'candie-stick, holder for a candle. 

can-dour (US = can-dor) /'‘kenda(r)/ п [Ч] 
quality of saying freely what one thinks. 

candy /'kendi/ п [Ч] (also ,sugar-'~) sugar 
made hard by boiling; [C] (p/ -ies) piece of this. 
О vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) preserve (eg fruit) by boiling 
or cooking in sugar: candied lemon peel. 

cane /kein/ п [С] 1 long, hollow, jointed stem 
of tall reeds and grass-like plants (eg bam- 
boo); [0] this material: a chair witha ~ seat. 2 
[C] length of cane used to punish children. o v¢ 
punish with а сапе(2). 

ca-nine /‘kemain/ adj of, as of, dogs. 

can-is-ter /'kenista(r)/ п [С] 1 small box 
(usually metal) with a lid, used for holding tea, 
etc. 2 cylinder which, when thrown or fired 
from a gun, bursts and scatters its contents: a 
'tear-gas ~. 

can-ker /'kenka(r)/ п [U] 1 disease that de- 
‘stroys the wood of trees. 2 disease that causes 
the formation of ulcers. 3 (fig) evil influence or 
tendency that causes decay. о у! destroy by 
canker. 
can-ker-ous /'kenkoras/ adj of, like, caus- 
ing, canker. 

can-na-bis /'kzenobis/ п [9] drug smoked or 
chewed as an intoxicant. > hemp. 

can-nery © can’. 

can-ni-bal /'kznabl/ п [С] person who eats 
human flesh; animal that eats its own kind. 
can-ni-bal-ism /-1zam/, practice of eating the 
flesh of one’s own kind. 
can-ni-bal-is-tic /,kzniboa'listik/ adj of or 
like cannibals. 

can-non /‘kznan/ и 1 [С] (p/ often unchang- 
ed) large, heavy gun, fixed to the ground or to 
a gun-carriage, esp the old kind that fired a 
solid ball of metal (called a '~-bail). (Note: 
gun and shell are the words used for modern 
weapons.) 2 [C] heavy, automatic gun, firing 
explosive shells, used in modern aircraft. 

can-non-ade /|,kena'neid/ п [С] continued 
firing of big guns. 

can-not /‘kenot/ © сап?. 

ca-noe /Кэши:/ п [С] light boat moved by one 
or more paddles. & paddle’. o vr travel by 
canoe. 
ca-noe-ist, person who paddles а canoe. 

canon /'kznon/n(C] 1 church law. 2 general 
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standard or principle by which something is 
judged: the ~s of conduct/good taste. 3 body 
of writings accepted as genuine (esp those of 
the Bible). 4 official list (esp of RC saints). 5 
priest (the Rev Canon) who is one of a group 
with duties in a cathedral. 

са-поп!.са! /ks'npnikl/ adj according to 
church law; of the canon(3): ~ books. 

canon-ize (also -ise) /'kananaiz/ vt place (a 
person) in the list of saints. 

can-opy /'kenopi/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 (usually 
cloth) covering over a bed, throne, etc or held 
(on poles) over a person. 2 cover for the cock- 
pit of an aircraft. 

cant /kznt/ п [0] 1 insincere talk; hypocrisy. 
2 special talk, words, used by a particular class 
of people. 

can’t /ka:nt US: kent/ = cannot. © can?. 

can-ta-loup, -loupe /'kentolu:p/ я [С] 
kind of melon. 

can-tank-er-ous /ken'tenkoras/ adj bad- 
tempered; quarrelsome. 

can-tata /ken'ta:ta/ и [С] (p/ ~s) short mu- 
sical work (usually telling a story) to be sung 
by soloists and a choir. 

can-teen /ken'ti:n/ я [С] 1 place (esp in fac- 
tories, offices, barracks) where food and drink 
are sold and meals bought and eaten. 2 box or 
chest of table silver and cutlery (knives, forks, 
spoons). 3 soldier’s, camper’s, eating and 
drinking utensils. 

can-ter /'kenta(r)/ л [С] (of a horse) slow gal- 
lop. а vt,vi (cause to) gallop slowly. 

can-ticle /‘kentik!/ л [С] short hymn. 

can-ti-lever ./'kzntili:va(r)/ п [С] long, large 
bracket extending from a wall or base (eg to 
support a balcony). 

canto /'kzntou/ п [С] (pl ~s) chief division of 
along poem. 

can-vas /'kenvas/ n (pl ~ses) 1 [U] strong, 
coarse cloth used for tents, sails, bags, etc and 
by artists for oil-paintings. 2 [С] (piece of this 
for an) oil-painting. 

can-vass /'kenvas/ vt,vi go from person to 
person and ask for votes, orders for goods, 
subscriptions, etc or to learn about people’s 
views оп a question. ал [C,U] (instance of) 
canvassing. 

can-yon, canon /'kznjon/ п [С] deep gorge 
(usually with a river flowing through it). 

cap /kzp/ п [С] 1 head-covering, worn by 
boys and men, without a brim, but with a 
peak. 2 special cap showing membership of a 
team, occupation, etc. 3 waterproof head- 
covering for swimming, etc. 4 indoor head- 
dress worn by nurses and formerly by old 
women. 5 cover (eg on a milk bottle; tube of 
toothpaste). and to cap it 'all..., and the fi- 
nal, best, etc reason, description, etc is ... 0 vf 
(-pp-) 1 put acap on; cover the top of. 2 do or 
say something better than somebody else. cap 
а joke/story, tell a better one. 3 award (a 
player) a cap(2) (as a member of a football 
team, etc): He’s been ~ped 36 times for Eng- 
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land. 

ca-pa-bil-ity /,kerpa'bilati/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [U] 
power, fitness or capacity: nuclear ~, power 
to wage nuclear war. 2 (p/) talent that can be 
developed: The boy has great capabilities. 

ca-pable /'keipobl/ adj 1 talented; able: a 
very ~ teacher. 2 capable of, (a) (of per- 
sons) having the power, ability or inclination: 
He’s ~ of any crime. (b) (of things, situations, 
etc) ready for; open to: The situation is ~ of 
improvement. 
ca-pably adv 

ca-pac:ity /ke'pzsati/ и (pl -ies) 1 [U] possi- 
bility of holding, containing, learning: The 
Aall has a seating ~ of 500, has seats for 500 
people. 2 [С] position: / am your friend, but in 
my ~ as your Manager I must ask you to re- 
Sign. 

cape’ /Кегр/ n [С] loose sleeveless article of 
clothing, hanging from the shoulders. 

cape? /Кер/ п [С] high point of land going out 
into the sea: the C~ of Good Hope. 

cap.il-lary /ko'pilort (5: 'kepoleri/ п [С] (pl 
-ies) small, narrow tube, esp a very small 
blood-vessel. 

Capi-tal //Кхри п [С] (often used as ап 
adjective) 1 town or city where the govern- 
ment of a country, state or county is carried 
on: Melbourne is the ~ of Victoria. London, 
Paris and Rome are ~ cities. 2 (of letters of the 
alphabet): Write your name in ~s, eg JOHN. 3 
[9] wealth, money or property that may be 
used for the production of more wealth; 
money with which a business, etc is started: 
The company has a ~ of £500000. 4 head, top 
part, of a column(1). o adj punishable by 
death: ~ punishment. 

,;capital 'letter, eg A,B,C,D. 

Ccapi-tal-ism /'kzpitolizam/ п [U] economic 
and social system based on the private owner- 
ship of the means of production operated for 
private profit, and on the exploitation of man 
by man. > communism, socialism. 
capi-tal-ist, (a) supporter of capitalism. (b) 
person who controls much capital(3). 
capi-tal-is-tic /,kzpita'listik/ adj 

Capi-tal-ize (also -ise) /'kezpitolaiz/ vt,vi 1 
write or print with a capital letter. 2 convert 
into, use as, capital(3). 3 (fig) take advantage 
of; use to one’s advantage or profit. 

ca-pitu-late /ko'pitfuleit/ у! surrender (on 
stated conditions). 
ca-pitu-la-tion /ka,pitfu'leifn/ n [U] 

са-роп /'keipon US: -роп/ и [С] cock (male 
domestic fowl) castrated and fattened for eat- 
ing. 

ca-price /ka'pri:s/ и [С] (tendency towards a) 
sudden change of mind or behaviour that has 
no obvious cause. 

ca-pri-cious /ko'prifos/ adj often changing, 
irregular; unreliable. 
ca-pri-cious-ly adv 

Cap-ri-corn /'kepriko:n/ п 1 Tropic of ~, 
the parallel of latitude 234°S. 2 the Goat, 
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tenth sign of the zodiac. 
cap-si-cum /'kzpsikem/ n [С] (p/ ~s) kinds 
of plant (green pepper) with seed-pods con- 
taining hot-tasting seeds; such pods prepared 
for use in cooking, etc. 
cap-size /kep'saiz/ уг, уг (esp of a boat in the 
water) (cause to) overturn, upset. 
cap-stan /‘kzpston/ и [С] upright device, like 
a bollard, turned to raise anchors, sails, etc 
and for pulling a ship to a wharf, etc. 
cap-sule /'kepsju:l US: -sol/ n [С] 1 seed- 
case that opens when the seeds are ripe. 2 tiny 
soluble container for medicine. 3 metal cap 
for a bottle. 4 (recoverable or поп- 
recoverable) compartment which can be eject- 
ed from a spacecraft. 
cap-tain /'keptin/ n [С] 1 leader or chief 
‚ commander: the ~ of a ship{football team. 2 
(army) officer (below a major and above a 
heutenant) who commands a company. 3 
(navy) officer below an admiral and above a 
commander. о vf act as captain. 
cap-tion /'kepfn/n[C]1 short title or head- 
img of an article in a periodical, etc. 2 words 
printed with a photograph or illustration. 
cap-ti-vate /'keptiveit/ vt fascinate: Не was 
~d by Helen. 
cap-tive /'kzptiv/ и [С], adj (person, animal) 
taken prisoner, kept as a prisoner. 
_,captive ‘audience, one that cannot get 
away easily and so avoid being persuaded. 
cap-tiv-ity /kep'tivoti/ п [U] state of being 
held captive: Some birds willnot sing in~. 
cap-tor /‘kepto(r)/ п [С] person who takes 
another person captive. 
cap-ture /'keptfa(r)/ vt make a prisoner of; 
take or obtain as a prize by force, trickery, 
skill, etc: Our army ~d 500 of the епету. оп1 
[U] act of capturing: the ~ of a thief. 2 [С] 
thing that is caught. 
car /ka:(r)/ п [С] 1 = motor-car. 2 = tram-/ 
street-car. 3 coach of a train: the 'dining-~. 4 
that part ofa lift, etc used by passengers. 
'car-ferry, ferry (sea or air) for taking cars 
(eg across the English Channel). 
'car-park, place, building, for 
motor-vehicles. 
'car-port, open-sided shelter for a motor- 
vehicle. 
cara-mel /'kzromel/ и 1 [U] burnt sugar used 
for colouring and flavouring. 2 [C] small, 
shaped piece of boiled sugar. 
cara-pace /'kezrapeis/ и [С] shell on the back 
of a tortoise, etc. 
carat /'kerat/ n [С] 1 unit of weight (about 
three and one-fifth grains) for precious stones. 
2 measure of the purity of gold, pure gold be- 
ing 24 carat. 
сага-уап /'kzroven/ п [С] 1 company of per- 
sons (eg pilgrims, merchants) making a jour- 
ney together for safety, usually across desert 
country. 2 covered cart or wagon used for liv- 
ing in, eg by gipsies. 3 modern kind on two 
wheels, used by people on holiday and pulled 
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behind a motor-vehicle. > also trailer. 

carbo-hy-drate /|,ka:bou'haidreit/ n 1 [C, 
U] (kinds of) organic compound including 
sugars and starches. 2 (p/) starchy foods, con- 
sidered to be fattening. 

car-bolic acid /ka:bplik ‘esid/ п [U] 
strong-smelling, powerful liquid used as an 
antiseptic and disinfectant. 

car-bon /'ka:bon/ п 1 [U] non-metallic ele- 
ment (symbol C) that occurs in all living mat- 
ter, in its pure form as diamonds and graphite 
and in an impure form in coal and charcoal. 2 
[C,U] (also '~-paper) (sheet of) thin paper 
coated with coloured matter, used between 
sheets of writing paper for taking copies. 3 [©] 
copy made by the use of acarbon(2). 

car-buncle /'ka:bank!/ п [С] (esp) red (usu- 
ally painful) inflamed swelling under the skin. 

car-bu-ret-tor, (also -retor, -ret-ter) 
|, ka:bju'reta(r) US: 'ka:rborertor/ п [С] that 
part of an engine, eg in a car, in which petrol 
and air are mixed to make an explosive mix- 
ture. 

car-cass, Car-case /'ka:kas/ п [С] dead 
body of an animal (esp one prepared for cut- 
ting up as meat). 

card /ka:d/ п [С] 1 (usually small, oblong- 
shaped) piece of stiff paper or thin cardboard, 
as used for various purposes: a 'Christmas/ 
New 'Year|'Birthday ~, sent with greetings at 
Christmas, etc. = also postcard. 2 pro- 
gramme for a race meeting or game, with de- 
tails, and space for marking results: a'score ~. 
3 (often 'playing-~) one of the 52 cards used 
for various games (whist, bridge, poker, etc) 
and for telling fortunes. on the cards, likely 
or possible. put one‘s cards on the table, 
make one’s plans, intentions, etc known. 
'card-game, game using playing-cards. 
‚сага ‘index, index, catalogue, on cards. 

card-board /'ka:dbo:d/n[U] thick, stiff kind 
of paper used for making boxes, etc. 

car-diac /‘ka:diek/ adj of, concerning, the 
heart: ~ muscle/surgery. 

car-di-gan /'ka:digon/ п [С] knitted woollen 
jacket that buttons up the front, made with 
sleeves. 

car-di-nal' /‘ka:dinl/ adj chief; most impor- 
tant; on which something depends: the ~ vir- 
tues, justice, prudence, etc. 
cardinal number, any number eg 2, 5, 17, 
(contrasted with second, fifth, etc). 
cardinal points, chief points of the com- 
pass (N,S, Eand W). 

car-di-nal? /'ka:dinl/ x 1 [С] member of the 
Sacred College of the RC Church, which 
elects Popes. 2[U] bright red. 

саге! /keo(r)/ и 1 [U] serious attention or 
thought: You should take more ~ over your 
work. take care of, (informal) deal with, be 
responsible for. 2 [U] protection; charge: re- 
sponsibility: The child was left in its sister’s ~. 
care of, (often written c/o) used in addresses 
before the name of the person(s) to whose 
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house, office, etc a letter is sent. 3 [Ч] sorrow; 
anxiety; troubled state of mind caused by 
doubt or fear: C~ has made him look ten years 
older. 4 [С] (usually р/) cause of sorrow and 
anxiety: He was poor and troubled by the ~s of 
a large family. 
'care-free adj free from care(3). 
'care-taker, person tn charge of a building: 
the school ~taker. 
'care-worn adj troubled by anxiety. 

саге? /kea(r)/ vi feel interest, anxiety or sor- 
row: He failed in the examination but I don't 
think he ~s very much{he doesn’t seem to ~. 
be past caring, no longer having interest, 
energy, feeling. 2 (only in the negative or in 
questions) like; be willing: Would you ~ to go 
for a walk? 3 care for, (a) like (to have): 
Would you ~ for a drink? (b) have a taste for; 
like: Do you ~ for modern music? (c), look 
after, provide food, attendance, etc: Who will 
~ for the children if their mother dies? 

ca-reer /ko'ria(r)/ я 1 [С] progress through 
life; development and progress of a political 
party, principle etc: We can learn much by 
reading about the ~s of great men. 2 [С] way of 
making a living; profession: All ~s should be 
open to women. 3[U] quick or violent forward 
movement. о virush wildly: ~ about/past. 

care-ful /'keofl/ adj 1 (of a person) cautious; 
thinking of, paying attention to, what one 
does, says, etc: Be ~ not to break the eggs. Be 
more ~ with your work. 2 done with, showing, 
саге: a~ piece of work. 
care-fully /-fali/ adv 
care-ful-ness и [0] 

сагее$$ /'keolis/ adj1 (of a person) not tak- 
ing care; thoughtless: A ~ driver is a danger to 
the public. 2 done or made without саге: а ~ 
mistake. 3 unconcerned about: He is ~ of his 
reputation. 
care-less-ly adv 
care-less-ness п [0] 

ca-ress /ka'res/ п [С] loving or affectionate 
touch; kiss. а vf give a caress to. 

cargo /'ka:gau/ п [C,U] (pl ~es) goods car- 
ried in a ship, aircraft or other vehicle. 

cari-ca-ture /‘kerikatfua(r)/ 11 [С] picture, 
imitation of a person’s voice, behaviour, etc 
stressing certain features in order to cause 
amusement or ridicule. 2 [U] art of doing this. 
о vt make, give, a caricature of. 

car-ies /'keariz/ п [U] decay (of bones ог 
teeth): dental~. 

car-nage /'ka:nid3/ n [9] killing of many 
people. 

car-nal /'ka:nl/ adj of the body or flesh; sen- 
sual: ~ desires. 

car-na-tion /ka:'neifn/ и [С] garden plant 
with sweet-smelling white, pink or red flowers; 
the flower. 

car-ni-val_ /'ka:nivl/ п [U] public entertain- 
ment and feasting, usually with processions of 
persons in fancy dress; [С] festival of this kind. 

car-ni-vore /'ka:nivo:(r)/ п [С] flesh-eating 
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animal. 


_ car-ni-vor-ous /ka:'nivaras/ adj flesh-eating. 


carol /‘kzral/ п [С] song of joy or praise, espa 
Christmas hymn. 

ca-rouse /ko'rauz/ vt drink heavily and be 
merry (at a noisy feast, etc). 

carp' /ka:p/ п [С] (p/ unchanged) freshwater 
fish that lives in lakes and ponds. 

carp? /Ка:р/ у! make unnecessary complaints 
about small matters: She’s always ~ing at her 
husband. 

car-pali /'ka:pl/ adj (anat) of the wrist. ол [С] 
(anat) bone in the wrist. 

car-pen-ter /‘ka:pmto(r)/ л [С] workman 
who makes and repairs (esp) the wooden parts 
of buildings and other structures of wood. 
car-pen-try, work of a carpenter. 

car-pet /'ka:pit/ п [С] 1 thick covering for 
floors or stairs, often with a pattern. 2 some- 
thing suggesting a carpet: a ~ of moss. а vt 
cover (as) with acarpet: to~ the stairs. 

Car-riage /'kzrid3/ п 1 [С] vehicle, esp one 
with four wheels, pulled by a horse or horses, 
for carrying people. 2 [C] car or coach for pas- 
sengers on a railway train. 3 [U] (cost of) 
carrying of goods from place to place. 4 [C] 
wheeled support on which a heavy object may 
move or be moved (eg a 'gun-~). 5 [С] moving 
part of a machine, changing the position of 
other parts (eg the roller of a typewriter). 6 [0] 
manner of holding the head or the body (when 
walking, etc): She has a graceful~. 
'car-riage-way, (part of a) road used by 
vehicles. & dual carriageway. 

car-rier /'kzria(r)/2[C]1 person or company 
that carries goods or people for payment. 2 
support for luggage, etc fixed to a bicycle, etc. 
3 person, animal, etc that carries or transmits 
a disease without himself or itself suffering 
from it. 4 vehicle, ship, etc used for the trans- 
port of troops, aircraft, tanks, etc: an 
laircraft-~. 
‚сагмег Бад, strong paper or plastic bag for 
carrying away purchases from shops. 
'carrier-pigeon, pigeon used to carry mes- 
sages because it can find its way home from a 
distant place. 

car-rion /‘kerion/ п [0] dead and decaying 
flesh. | 

car-rot /‘kzrat/ n [С] (plant with an) orange 
root used as a vegetable. 

carry /‘keri/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) (For uses with 
adverbial particles and prepositions, > 11 be- 
low.) 1 support the weight of and move from 
place to place; take a person, a message, etc 
from one place to another: He was ~ing a box 
on his shoulder. Some kinds of seeds are carried 
by the wind for great distances. The police 
seized the spy and carried him off to prison. 2 
have with one; wear; possess: Do you always ~ 
an umbrella? Can you ~ all these figures in 
your head, remember them without writing 
them down? 3 support: These pillars ~ the 
weight of the roof. 4 involve; have as a result: 
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The loan carries 12°% interest. 5 (of pipes, 
wires, etc) conduct; take: Wires ~ sound. Cop- 
per carries electricity. 6 make longer; extend; 
take (to a specified point, in a specified direc- 
tion, etc): ~ pipes under a Street. carry ajoke 
too far, be no longer amusing. 7 win; cap- 
ture; persuade; overcome: The bill/motion| 
resolution was carried, There were more votes 
for it than against it. carry the day, be vic- 
torious. 8 hold oneself, head, etc in a 
particular way: He carries himself like a sol- 
dier, stands and walks like one. 9 (of missiles, 
sounds, voices, etc) (have the power to) go to: 
The sound of their voices carried many miles. 
10 (of a newspaper, etc) print in its pages: a 
newspaper that carries several pages of adver- 
lisements. 

11 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 

be carried away, lose self-control: He was 
carried away by his enthusiasm, was so enthu- 
siastic that he was unable to judge calmly, etc. 
carry back, take back in the memory: an in- 
cident that carried me back to my schooldays, 
made me remember them. 

carry forward, transfer (a total of figures 
on a page) to the top of anew column or page. 
carry off, win: Tom carried off all the school 
prizes. carry it off (well), succeed т a diffi- 
cult situation; cover a mistake, etc. 

carry on, (a) conduct; manage: Rising costs 
made it hard to ~ on the business. (b) talk 
loudly and complainingly; behave strangely 
or suspiciously: Did you notice how they were 
~ing on? carry on (with), (a) continue: 
C~ on (with your work). (b) (often suggesting 
disapproval) have a love affair with. 

carry out, complete something: ~ outa plan. 
carry through, (a) help (through difficul- 
ties, etc): Their courage will ~ them through. 
(b) complete something: Having made a 
promise, you must ~ it through. 

carry-cot /‘keri kot/ п [С] portable cot fora 
baby. 

cart /ka:t/ п [С] two-wheeled vehicle pulled by 
a horse. put the cart before the horse, 
do or put things in the wrong order. 0 vt 1 
carry ina cart: ~ing away the rubbish. 2 (infor- 
mal) carry in the hands, etc: Have you really 
got 10 ~ these parcels around for the rest of the 
day? 

'cart-horse, strong horse for heavy work. 
'cart-load, as much as a cart holds. 

carte blanche /|,ka:t 'bla:nf/ п (Fr) full 
authority or freedom (to use one’s own judge- 
ment about how to proceed, etc): be given ~ to 
do it. 

car-ti-lage /'ka:tilid3/ п [C,U] (structure, 
part, of) tough, white tissue attached to the 
joints in animal bodies. 

car-togra-pher /ka:'togrofa(r)/ п [С] per- 
son who makes maps and charts. 

car-to-graphic /,ka:to'grefik/ adj of carto- 
graphy. 


car-togra-phy /ka:'tografi/ и [U] the draw- 
ing of maps and charts. 

car-ton /'ka:tn/ я [С] cardboard box for 
holding goods: a~ of cigarettes. 

car-toon /ka:'tu:n/ п [С] 1 drawing dealing 
with contemporary (esp political) events in an 
amusing way. 2 full-size preliminary drawing 
on paper, used as a model for a painting, etc. 3 
(also animated ~) cinema film made by photo- 
graphing a series of drawings: a Walt Disney 
~.0O vi represent (a person, etc) in a cartoon. 
car-toon-ist, person who draws car- 
toons(1). 

car-tridge /'ka:trid3/ п [С] 1 case containing 
explosive (for blasting), or explosive with a 
bullet or shot (for firing from a rifle or shot- 
gun). 2 detachable head of the device which 
picks up sound (on a record-player), holding 
the stylus. 3 (large) cassette. 

carve /ka:v/ vi,vi 1 form by cutting away 
material from a piece of wood or stone: ~ a 
statue out of wood; a boy ~d from marble; (fig) 
~ outa career for oneself, achieve one by great 
effort. 2 inscribe by cutting on a surface: ~ 
one’s initials. 3 cut up (cooked meat) into 
pieces or slices at or for the table: carving a leg 
of lamb. 
carver, (a) carving-knife. (b) person who 
carves. 
carv-ing, something carved (in wood, etc): a 
'wood-~. 

cas-cade /kz'skeid/[C]1 waterfall. 2 simi- 
lar fall of lace, cloth, etc. o vi fall as or like a 
cascade. 

case’ /Ке15/ п [С] 1 instance or example of the 
occurrence of something; actual state of 
affairs; circumstances or special conditions 
relating to a person or thing: If that’s Ше ^ (= 
If the situation is as stated or suggested), уои’И 
have to work much harder. No, that’s not then, 
is not true. / can’t make an exception in your ~, 
for you and not for others. /Г5 a clear ~ of 
cheating, is clear that cheating has taken place. 
(just) т ‘case, if it should happen that; be- 
cause of a possibility: /t may rain; you'd better 
take an umbrella (just) in ~. In ~ I forget, 
please remind me about the debt/of my promise. 
т 'any case, © апу'(5). in 'this/'that 
case, if this/that happens, has happened or 
should happen. 2 person suffering from a dis- 
ease; instance of this: There were five ~s of in- 
fluenza. 3 (lega/) question to be decided in a 
law court; the facts, arguments, etc used on 
one side in a law court: hen will the ~ come 
before the Court? make out a case (for/ 
against), give arguments in favour of/ 
against. 4 (gram) (change in the) form of a 
noun or pronoun that shows its relation to an- 
other word: The first person pronoun has three 
~s,‘P,‘me and‘*my’. 
'case-book, record kept, eg by a doctor, of 
cases(2) dealt with. 
,case-'history, record of the past history of 
a person’s health, social state, etc. 
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'case-law, law based on decisions made by 
judges. 
'‘case-load, list of cases(2) to be dealt with in 
a particular period: Dr Jones has a heavy (= 
large) ~-load tomorrow. 
'case-work, work involving study of indi- 
viduals or families with social problems. 

case? /keis/ и [С] 1 box, bag, covering, con- 
tainer: a'pillow-~, of cloth for covering a pil- 
low. г> also suitcase, bookcase and other 
compounds. 2 (in printing): upper ~, capital 
letters; ower ~, small letters. а vt enclose ina 
case or casing. 

case-ment /'keismont/ я [С] window that 
opens outwards or inwards like a door. 

cash /К=[/ п [0] 1 money in coin or notes: / 
have по ~ with me; may I pay by cheque? cash 
on delivery, payment on delivery of the 
goods. 2 money in any form: be short of ~, 
without money. с vt,vi 1 give ог get cash for: 
Can you ~ this cheque for me/~ те a cheque? 2 
take advantage of; benefit from: shopkeepers 
who ~ inon Shortages by putting up prices. 
;cash and ‘carry, place to buy household 
equipment cheaply and take it away oneself. 
‘cash crop, food-crop (eg coffee, ground- 
nuts) to be sold for cash (not for use by the 
growers). 
‘cash desk, desk or counter (in a shop, etc) 
where payment (by cash or cheque) are made. 
,;cash ‘flow, movement of cash in a business. 
‘cash price, price if payment is immediate. 
cash register, cash box with a device for 
recording and storing cash received. 

ca-shew /'kzfu:/ n [С] (tropical American 
tree with a) small kidney-shaped nut ('~-nuf). 

cash-ier /kz'f1o(r)/ n [С] person who receives 
and pays out money in a bank, store, hotel, 
restaurant, etc. 

cash-mere /kzf'mio(r)/ л [0] fine soft wool 
of Kashmir /kef'mia(r)/ goats of India. 

cas-ing /'keisin/ и [C,U] covering; protective 
wrapping: copper wire with arubber~. 

ca-sino /ko'si:nau/ и [С] (pl ~s) public room 
or building for music, dancing, etc and (usual- 
ly) for gambling. 

cask /ka:sk US: kesk/ и [С] 1 barrel for 
liquids. 2 amount that a cask holds. 

cas-ket /'ka:skit US: 'keskit/ п [С] 1 small 
box to hold letters, jewels, cremated ashes, etc. 
2 (US) coffin. 

cas-sava /ko'sa:va/ я [C,U] (tropical plant 
with) starchy roots eaten as food. 

cas-ser-ole /'kzsorau!/ и [С] 1 heat-proof 
dish with a lid in which food is cooked. 2 food 
so cocked: a~ of lamb. 

cas-sette /ka'set/ п [С] (US = cartridge) 
sealed container for magnetic tape or for 
photographic film. 

cas:sock /'kzsok/ п [С] long, close-fitting 
outer article of clothing, worn by some priests. 

cast’ /ka:st US: kest/ и [С] 1 act of throwing 
(eg a net or fishing line). 2 thing made by cast- 
ing(3) or by pressing soft material into a 


case / castrate 


mould: His leg was т a plaster ~. 3 mould for 
a casting. 4 set of actors in a play; the distribu- 
tion of the parts among these actors: a play 
with an all-star ~. 5 type or quality: ~ of mind. 
6 (of the eyes) slight squint. 

cast? /ka:st US: kest/ vt,vi(pt,pp ~) 1 throw; 
allow to fall or drop: The fisherman ~ his net 
into the water. be cast down, be depressed, 
unhappy. > downcast. cast a vote, give а 
vote. 2 turn or send in a particular direction. 
cast one’s eye over sth, \ook at, examine, 
it. 3 pour (liquid metal) into a mould; make in 
this way: a figure ~ in bronze. 4 give (an actor) 
a part ina play: He was ~ for the part of Ham- 
let.5 cast sb or sth aside, abandon; throw 
away as useless or unwanted. cast off, (a) 
unloose (a boat) and let go. (b) (fig) abandon: 
throw away as unwanted. Hence, 'cast-off n 
unwanted article. (с) remove the last row of 
stitches from a knitting needle. cast on, 
make the first row of stitches when knitting. 
‘cast iron n [0] iron in a hard, brittle form, 
made in moulds after melting the orein a blast 
furnace. Hence, ,cast-'iron adj (a) made of 
cast iron. (b) (fig) hard; strong; unyielding: a 
man with а гоп will]constitution. 
\cast-ing 'vote, one given (eg by the chair- 
man) to decide a question when votes on each 
side are equal. 

cas-ta-nets /,kzsta'nets/ п р/ (also a pair of 
~s) instruments of wood, etc used in pairs on 
the fingers to make rattling sounds as a 
rhythm for dancing. 

cast-away /'ka:stower US: 'kest-/ п [С] 
shipwrecked person, esp one reaching a 
strange country or lonely island. 

caste /ka:st US: kest/ n1 [С] one of the Hin- 
du hereditary social classes; any exclusive 
social class. 2 [0] this system. 

cas-tel-lated /'kzstaleitid/ adj having tur- 
rets or battlements (like a castle). 

cas-ti-gate /'kzstigeit/ vt punish severely 
with blows or by criticizing. 
cas-ti-ga-tion /,kestir'gerfn/ n[C,U] 

cast-ing /'ka:stin/ я [С] thing made by being 
poured into a mould. © cast?(3). 

castle /'ka:sl US: 'kes!/n[C]1 large building 
or group of buildings fortified against attack, 
esp as in olden times; house that was once such 
a fortified building. 2 piece (also called rook) 
used in the game of chess. о vi (chess) move the 
king sideways two squares and place the castle 
on the square the king moved across. 

cas-tor, cas-ter /'ka:sta(r) US: 'kes-/ п [С] 
1 whee! fixed to the legs of a chair, etc (so that 
it may be turned easily). 2 bottle or metal pot, 
with holes in the top, for sugar, salt, ctc. 
‘castor sugar, white, finely powdered 
sugar. 

cas:tor oil /,ka:star 'oil US: 'kestoar sil/ n [9] 
thick oil, used as a medicine. 

cas-trate /kz'streit 05: 'kestreit/ vt make (а 
male animal) useless for breeding purposes. 
cas-tra-tion /kz'streifn/n[C,U] 


casual /category 


cas-ual /'kezu0l/ adj 1 happening by chance: 
a~ meeting. 2 careless; informal: а ~ glance; 
~ clothes, for informal occasions, holidays, 
etc. 3 irregular; not continued: ~ /abourers, 
not permanently engaged by one employer. 
-cas-ual-ly adv 

casualty /‘kezualti/ п [C] (р! -ies) 1 ac- 
cident, esp one involving loss of life or serious 
injury. 2 person killed or seriously injured in 
war or an accident: The enemy suffered heavy 
casualties. 
‘Casualty Ward/Department, part of a 
hospital to which injured persons are taken. 

cat /kezt/ п [С] 1 small, fur-covered animal of- 
ten kept asa pet, to catch mice, etc. notroom 
to swing a cat (in), very small, narrow 
space. 2 any animal of the group that includes 
cats, tigers, lions, panthers and leopards. 
‘cat burglar, one who enters a building by 
climbing up walls, drainpipes, etc. 
icat-call vi, n [С] (make a) loud, shrill whistle 
expressing disapproval (eg at a political meet- 
ing). 
'cat-nap, short sleep or doze (in a chair, etc 
not in bed). 
,;cat-o’-'nine-tails, knotted whip formerly 
used to punish offenders. 
'cat suit, woman’s or child’s tight-fitting 
one-piece clothing for the whole body. 
'cat-walk, narrow footway along a bridge, 
or through machinery, engines, etc. 
са $ whisker, (esp) excellent я 
proposal, person. 

cata-clysm /'kztoklizom/ n [С] sudden and 
violent change (eg an earthquake, a political 
or social revolution). 
cata-clys-mic /,kztoa'klizmik/ adj 

cata-combs /'kztoku:mz/ п pi series of 
underground galleries with openings along 
the sides for the burial of the dead (as in an- 
cient Rome). 

cata-falque /'kxtofelk/ и [С] decorated 
stand or stage for a coffin at a funeral. 

cata-logue (US also catalog) /'ketalpg 
US: -lo:g/ п [С] list of names, places, goods, etc 
in a special order: a 'Шфгагу ~. в vi make, put 
in, a catalogue. 

cata-maran /,ketoms'ren/ n [С] boat with 
twin hulls. 

cata-pult /'kztopalt/ п [С] 1 Y-shaped stick 
with a piece of elastic, for shooting stones, etc 
from. 2 (in ancient times) machine for throw- 
ing heavy stones in war. 3 apparatus for 
launching aircraft without a runway (eg from 
the deck of a carrier). с vt 1 shoot (as) from a 
catapult. 2 launch (aircraft) with a catapult. 

cata-ract /‘kxtorekt/ n [С] 1 large, steep 
waterfall. 2 growth over the eyeball, that pros 
gressively obscures sight. 

ca-tarrh /ko'ta:(r)/ п [9] inflammation, esp 
in the nose and throat, causing flow of liquid, 
as when one has a cold. 

ca-tas-trophe /ko'testrafi/ п [С] sudden 
event causing great suffering and destruction 
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(eg a flood). 
cata-strophic /,keta'strofik/ adj 

catch! /ket{/ n [С] 1 act of catching (esp а 
ball): That was a difficult ~. 2 that which ts 
caught or worth catching: a fine ~ of fish. 3 
something intended to trick or deceive: 
There’s а ~ in it somewhere. 4 device for fas- 
tening or securing a lock, door, etc. 

catch? /ket$/ vi,vi(pt.pp caught /ko:t/) 1 stop 
(something in motion) (eg by getting hold of it 
with the hands, by holding out something into 
which it may come): J threw the ball to him and 
he caught it. 2 capture; seize; intercept: ~ a 
thief. How many fish did you ~? 3 surprise a 
person doing something (wrong): / caught the 
boys stealing apples from my garden. catch 
sh out, detect an offender. 4 be in time Гог: ~ 
а train|the bus. 5 catch 'on, (informal) be- 
come popular: Her records never really caught 
on. catch sb up/up with sb, (a) come up 
to a person who is going in the same direction. 
(b) do all the work that has not yet been done: 
Tom has got to work hard to ~ up with the гей 
of the class. catch up on sth, (esp) do some- 
thing, eg housework, sleep, revision, that is 
necessary. 6 (cause to) become fixed or 
prevented from moving; (cause to) be trapped: 
I caught my fingers in the door. 7 get (the 
meaning of); hear (the sound); receive (pun- 
ishment, etc): J don’t quite ~ your meaning. I 
didn’t ~ the end of the sentence. You'll ~ it! 
You'll be scolded, punished, etc! catch $Ь'$ 
eye, look at him to attract his attention when 
he looks in your direction. catch sight/a 
glimpse of, see for a short time. 8 become 
infected with: ~ a disease/a cold. 9 (try to) 
grasp: A drowning man will ~ at а straw. Не 
caught hold of my arm. 10 hit: She caught him 
one (= gave him a blow) on the cheek. 11 
catch one’s breath, fail to breathe regular- 
ly for a moment (from surprise, etc). catch 
fire, begin to burn. 
'catch-word, (a) word placed so as to draw 
attention, eg one of the words at the top of this 
page. (b) phrase or slogan in frequent current 
use. 

catch-ing /'ketfin/ adj (esp of diseases) 
infectious. 

catchy /'ketfi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of a tune, 
etc) easily remembered. 2 tricky, deceptive. 

cat-echism /'ketikizom/ и 1 [U] instruction 
(esp about religion) by question and answer. 2 
[C] number, succession, of questions and 
answers designed for this purpose. 

cat-echize (also -ise) /'katikaiz/ vt teach or 
examine by asking many questions. 

cat-egori-cal /keti'gprik] US: -'go:r-/ adj 
(of a statement) unconditional; absolute: the 
~ truth. 
cat-egori-cally /-kli/ adv 

cat-egor-ize (also -ise) /'ketigaraiz/ vi 
place in a category. 

cat-egory /‘ketigori US: -go:m/n[C] (pl -ies) 
division or class in a complete system or 
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grouping. 

ca-ter /'keita(r)/ vi 1 cater for, provide 
food: Weddings and parties ~ed for. 2 cater 
for/to, supply amusement, etc: TV pro- 
grammes try to ~ for all interests. 
ca-terer, person who provides meals, etc to 
clubs, etc. 

cat-er-pil-iar /'kztopilo(r)/ и [С] 1 larva of a 
butterfly or moth. 2 endless belt passing over 
toothed wheels on tanks, etc. 

cat-gut /'ketgat/ п [0] material used for the 
strings of violins, tennis rackets, etc. 

ca-thar-sis /ka'Oa:sis/ и (pl -ses /-si:z/) 1 [U] 
emptying of the bowels. 2 [С] outlet for strong 
emotion (eg as given by an account of deep 
feelings given to another person). 
ca-thar-tic /ka'8a:tik/ adj. 

ca-the-dral /ko'8i:dral/ п [С] chief church in 
a diocese. 

cath-ode /'kx@o0ud/ п [С] negative electrode 
in a battery, etc; electrode which releases neg- 
ative electrons in а ,~ 'ray tube. 

cath-olic /'kx@oalik/ adj1 liberal; general; in- 
cluding many or most things: a man with ~ 
interests. 2C~, = Roman Catholic.an Cw, 
= Roman Catholic. 

Ca-tholi-cism /ko'@plisizom/ п [U] teach- 
ing, beliefs, etc of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

cat-kin /‘ketkin/ и [С] length of flowers 
hanging down from twigs of such trees as wil- 
lows and birches. 

cattle /'keti/ п р/ bulls, bullocks, cows: 
twenty head of ~. The ~ are grazing. 

catty /'kzti/ adj (-ier, -iest) (esp) sly and 
spiteful. 

саи.си$ /'ko:kas/ п [С] (p/ ~es) (meeting of 
the) organization or committee of a political 
party (making plans, decisions, etc). 

caught /ko:t/ pt,pp of catch”. 

caul-dron /'ko:ldran/ n [С] large, deep, open 
pot in which things are boiled. 

cauli-flower /'koliflaua(r) US: 'ko:li-/ и (С, 
U] (vegetable with a) large, white flower-head. 

cau-sal /'ko:zi/ adj of cause and effect; of, 
expressing, cause. 

cau-sal-ity /ko:'zzlati/ п [С] (p/ -ies) relation 
of cause and effect; the principle that nothing 
can happen without a cause. 

Ccau-sa-tive /'ks:zotrv/ adj acting as, express- 
ing, Cause. 

cause /k9:z/ n1[(C,U] that which produces ап 
effect, that makes something happen: The ~ 
of the fire was carelessness. 2 [Ц] reason: You 
have по ~ for complaint|no ~ to complain. 3 
[С] purpose for which efforts are being made: 
fight in the ~ of justice. > lose(7). я vt be the 
cause of: What ~d his death? 
cause-less adj without any natural or 
known reason. 

cause-way /'ko:zwei/ п [С] raised road or 
footpath, esp across wet land or a swamp. 

caus-:tic /'ko:stik/ adj 1 able to burn or 
destroy by chemical action: ~ soda. 2 (fig) sar- 


cater /celebrate 


castic: ~ remarks. 
caus-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

cau-ter-ize (also -ise) /'ko:taraiz/ vt burn 
(eg a snake-bite) with a caustic substance or 
with a hot iron (to destroy infection). 

cau-tion /'ko:[n/ 1 1 [U] taking саге; paying 
attention (to avoid danger or making mis- 
takes): When crossing a busy street we must use 
~. 2 [С] warning words: The judge gave the 
prisoner a ~~ and set him free. a vt give a cau- 
tion to: / ~ed him against being late. The judge 
~ed the prisoner. 

cau-tion-ary /'ko:Jonri US: -пег/ adj giving 
advice or warning: ~ tales. 

cau-tious /'ko:fas/ adj having or showing 
caution. 
cau-tious-ly adv 

cav-al-cade |, kevi'keid/ п [С] procession of 
persons on horseback or in carriages. г> 
motorcade. 

cava-lier /,kzva'lio(r)/ 1 [С] (old use) horse- 
man or knight. 2 (in the Civil War, England, 
17th century) supporter of Charles I. а adj dis- 
courteous. 

cav-airy /'kzvalri/ п (usually treated as р/) 
soldiers who fight on horseback. 

cave /Кегу/ n [С] hollow place in the side of a 
cliff or hill; large natural hollow under the 
ground. с vi,vt cave 'in, (cause to) fall in, give 
way to pressure: The roof of the tunnel ~d in. 
'cave-man, cave dweller. 

cav-ern /'kevon/ п [С] (literary) cave. 

caviar, cavi-are /'kevia:(r)/ п [9] pickled 
roe (eggs) of the sturgeon or certain other 
large fish. 

cav-ity /'kzvati/ п [С] (p/ -ies) empty space; 
small hole, within a solid body: a~ ina tooth. 

ca-vort /ka'vo:t/ vi (informal) prance or jump 
about like an excited horse. 

caw /Ко:/ п [С] cry of a raven, rook or crow. о 
vi,vt make this cry. 

сау-еппе /Кепеп/ м [0] (also ~ pepper) very 
hot kind of red pepper. 

cease /si:s/ vt,vi stop (the usual word): C~ 
fire! 
cease-less adj never ending. 
cease-less-ly adv 

cedar /'si:da(r)/ п 1 [С] evergreen tree with 
hard, red, sweet-smelling wood. 2 [U] the 
wood. 

cede /si:d/ vt cede to, give up (rights, land, 
etc to another state, etc). 

ce-dilla /si'dila/ и [С] mark put under the c (с) 
in the spelling of some French, Spanish and 
Portuguese words (as in facade) to show that 
the sound is /s/. 

ceil-ing /'si:lin/ п [С] 1 upper or overhead 
surface of a room. 2 highest (practicable) level 
(to be) reached by an aircraft: an aircraft with 
а ~ of 20000 ft. 3 maximum height, limit or 
level: price ~s; wage ~S. 

cel-ebrate /'selibreit/ vt 1 do something to 
show that a day or an event is important, or an 
occasion for rejoicing: ~ Christmas/one’s 


celebrity /century 


birthday; ~ Mass, consecrate the Eucharist. 2 
praise and honour: The names of many heroes 
are ~d by the poets. 
cel-ebrated adj famous: а ~d painter. 
cel-ebra-tion /,seli'breifn/n[C,U] 

ce-leb-rity /si'lebrati/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [U] being 
celebrated; fame and honour. 2 [C] famous 
person. 

cel-ery /'selori/ п [0] garden plant of which 
the white stems are eaten raw as salad or 
cooked as a vegetable: ~ soup. 

ce-les-tial /si'lestial US: -tfal/ adj 1 of the 
sky; of heaven: ~ bodies, eg the sun and the 
stars. 2 divinely good or beautiful. 

celi-bacy /'selibosi/ п [U] state of living un- 
married, esp as a religious obligation. 

celi-bate /'selibat/ adj, п [C] (of an) unmar- 
ried person (esp for religious reasons). 

cell /sel/ п [С] 1 small room for one person 
(esp in a prison or a monastery). 2 compart- 
ment in a larger structure, esp in a honey- 
comb. 3 unit of an apparatus for producing 
electric current by chemical action. 4 micro- 
scopic unit of living matter. 5 (of persons) 
centre of (usually revolutionary) propaganda: 
communist ~s in an industrial town. 

cel-lar /'selo(r)/ п [С] underground room for 
storing coal, wine, etc; (person’s) store of 
wine. 

cel-list /'tfelist/[C] cello player. 

cello, ‘cello /'tfelou/ п [С] (p/ ~s) (common 
abbr for) violoncello. 

cel-lu-lar /'seljulo(r)/ adj consisting of 
cells(4): ~ tissue. 

Cel-sius /'selsios/ n (of thermometers) = 
centigrade. 

ce-ment /si'ment/[U]1 grey powder (made 
by burning lime and clay) which, after being 
wetted, becomes hard like stone and 1$ used 
for building, ес. & concrete. 2 any similar 
soft substance that sets firm, used for filling 
holes (eg in the teeth), or for joining things. О 
vt 1 put on or in, join with cement. 2 (fig) 
strengthen; unite firmly: ~ a friendship. 
ce'ment-mixer, (vehicle with a) revolving 
drum in which concrete is mixed. 

cem-etery /'semitr: US: 'semateri/ и [С] (p/ 
-ies) area of land, not a churchyard, used for 
burials. 

ceno-taph /'senota:f US: -tef/ n [С] monu- 
ment put up in memory ofa person or persons 
buried elsewhere. 

cen-sor /'sensa(r)/ и [С] (esp) official with 
authority to examine letters, books, periodic- 
als, plays, films, etc and to cut out anything re- 
garded as immoral or in other ways undesir- 
able, or, in time of war, helpful to the enemy. o 
vi examine, cut out, parts of (a book, etc). 
'cen-sor-ship, office, duties, etc of a censor. 

cen-sure /'senfa(r)/ vt criticize unfavour- 
ably: censuring her for being lazy. в п [U] dis- 
approval: pass а vote of ~; [С] expression of 
disapproval: unfair ~s of anew book. 

cen-sus /'sensos/ и [С] (pt ~es) official 


counting of the population, traffic, etc. 

cent /sent/ и [С] the 100th part of a dollar and 
some other metric units of currency; metal 
coin of this value. per cent, (°%) in, by or for, 
every 100. (agree, etc) one hundred per 
cent, completely. 

cen-taur /'sento:(r)/ и [С] (in old Greek 
stories) creature, half man and half horse. 

cen-ten-ar-ian /,senti'neorion/ и [С] adj 
(person who is) (more than) 100 years old. 

cen-ten.-ary /,sen'ti:nar: (5. 'sentaner:/ adj, 
п [С] (pl -ies) 1 (having to do with a) period of 
100 years. 2 100th anniversary. 

cen-ten-nial /sen'tenral/ adj, п [С] = сеп- 
tenary. 
cen-ten-nial-ly adv 

cen-ter /'senta(r)/ п (05) = centre. 

cent(i)- /sent(1)-/ prefix a hundred; a hun- 
dredth part: centimetre. 

cen-ti-grade /'sentigreid/ adj in or of the 
temperature scale that has 100 degrees be- 
tween the freezing-point and the boiling-point 
of water: /00° ~ (100°C). 

cen-ti-gram(me) /'sentigrem/ п [С] the 
100th part of a gram(me). 

cen-ti-metre (US = -meter) /5епи- 
mi:ta(r)/[C] the 100th part of a metre. 

cen-ti-pede /'sentipi:d/ п [С] small, long, 
crawling creature with numerous joints and 
feet. 

cen-trali /'sentral/ adj 1 of, at, from or near, 
the centre: My house is very ~, is ш or near the 
middle cf the town. 2 chief; most important: 
the ~ idea of an argument. 
;central 'heating, system of heating a build- 
ing from a central source through radiators, 
etc. 
cen-tral-ly adv 

cen-tral-ize (also -ise) /'sentralaiz/ vi,vi 1 
bring to the centre. 2 come, put, bring, under 
central (esp government) control. 
cen-tral-iz-ation (also 
/,sentrolai'zeifn US: -li'z-/ n[U] 

centre (US = cen-ter) /'senta(r)/ я [С] 1 
middle part or point: the ~ of Frankfurt. 
centre of ‘gravity, point in an object about 
which the weight is evenly balanced in any 
position. 2 place of great activity, of special in- 
terest, etc: a 'health-~; the 'shopping ~ of a 
town. 3 person or thing that attracts interest, 
attention, etc: She loves to be the ~ of attrac- 
tion. 4 that which occupies a middle position, 
eg in politics, persons with moderate views. о 
vt,vi 1 place in, pass to, come to, be at, the cen- 
tre: The defender ~d the ball. 2 centre on/ 
upon: Our thoughts ~ on one idea. 

cen-trifu-gal /sen'trifjugl/ adj moving, 
tending to move, away from the centre or axis. 
centrifugal force, the force which causes a 
body spinning round a centre to tend to move 
outwards. 

cen-tury /'sentfori/[C] (p/-ies) 1 100 years. 
2 one of the periods of 100 years before or 
since the birth of Jesus Christ: in the 20th~, 
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AD 1901-2000. 3 100 runs made in cricket by 
a batsman in one innings. 

ce-ramic /si'remik/ adj of the art of pottery. 
ce-ram-ics, (a) art of making and decorat- 
ing pottery. (b) (used with a p/ verb) articles 
made of porcelain, clay, etc. 

сег.еа! /'storial/ п [С] 1 any kind of grain used 
for food. 2 food prepared from cereals: break- 
fast ~s. 

cer-ebral /'seribral/ adj of the brain: a ~ 
haemorrhage. 

cer-emo:nial /,seri'mouniol/ adj formal; аз 
used for ceremonies: ~ dress. оп [С/Ц] special 
order of ceremony, formality, for a special 
event, etc. 
cer-emo:nial-ly adv 

cer-emo-ni-ous /,seri'maunies/ adj fond of, 
marked by, formality. 
cer-emo-ni-ous-ly adv 

cer-emony /'serimoni US: -mouni/ п [С] (р/ 
-ies) 1 [С] special act(s), religious service, etc 
on an occasion such as a wedding, funeral, the 
opening of a new public building, etc. 2 [О] be- 
haviour required by social customs, esp 
among Officials, people of high class, etc: 
There’s too much ~ on official occasions. 
stand on ceremony, pay great attention to 
rules of behaviour. 

cert’ /ss:t/ п [С] (5/) something looked on as 
certain to happen or that certainly has hap- 
pened: a dead ~, an absolute certainty. 

cert? /s3:t/ п [С] (informal) (abbr for) cer- 
tificate. 

cer-tain /'ss:tn/ adj1 settled; of which there is 
no doubt: /t is ~~ that two and two make four. 2 
convinced; having no doubt; confident: 2m ~ 
(that) he saw me. for certain, without doubt: 
I cannot say for ~ (= with complete con- 
fidence) when he will arrive. make certain, 
(a) inquire in order to be sure: / think there’s а 
train at 8.20 but you ought to make ~. (b) do 
something in order to be assured: ГИ go and 
make ~ of our seats. 3 reliable; sure to come or 
happen: There is no ~ cure for this disease. 4 
not named, stated or described, although it is 
possible to do so: on ~ conditions; a~ person I 
met yesterday. 5 some, but not much: There 
was a~ coldness in her attitude towards me. 
cer-tain-ly adv (a) without doubt: He will 
~ly die if you don’t get a doctor. (b) (in answer 
to questions) yes: ‘Will you pass me the towel, 
please? ‘C~ly.’ 
cer-tain-ty, (a) thing that is certain: Prices 
have gone up—that’s a~ty. (b) state of being 
sure; freedom from doubt: We can have no 
~ty of success. 

cer-ti-fi-able /,ss:ti'faiobl/ adj that can be 
certified. 

cer-tifi-cate /so'tifikot/ п [С] written or 
printed statement, that may be used as proof 
or evidence: a'birth/'marriage ~. 

cer-tify /'ss:tifai/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) declare 
(usually by giving a certificate) that one is cer- 
tain, that something is true, correct, in order: / 
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^ (that) this is a true copy of... 

cer-ti-tude /'ss:titju:d US: -tu:d/ и [Ч] cer- 
tainty (the more usual word). 

cer-vi-cal /ss:'vaiokl US: 'sa:vikl/ adj of the 
neck: a ~ smear, smear taken from the cervix, 
to test for cancer. 

cer-vix /'ss:viks/ n [С] (anat) narrow part of 
the womb. 

ces-sa-tion /se'se1f{n/  [U] (formal) ceasing: 
the ~ of hostilities. 

ces-sion /'sefn/ и [Ч] (legal) act of ceding or 
giving up lands, rights etc by agreement; [C] 
thing ceded. 

се$$-ри* /'sespit/, cess-pool /'sespu:1/ и [С] 
(usually covered) hole, pit or underground 
tank into which drains (esp for sewage) empty. 

chafe /tfeif/ vi,vt 1 rub (the skin, one’s hands) 
to get warmth. 2 make or become rough or 
sore by rubbing: Her skin ~s easily. 3 feel irri- 
tation or impatience: ~ at the delay| 
inefficiency; ~ under restraints. п п [С] sore 
place on the skin. 

chaff' /tfa:f US: tfef/ п [9] 1 outer covering 
(husks) of grain, removed before the grain is 
used as human food. 2 hay or straw cut up as 
food for cattle. с vt cut up (hay, straw). 

chaff? /tfa:f US: Це! п [U] good-humoured 
teasing or joking. с vt tease. 

chaf-finch /'tfefintf/ п [С] small European 
songbird. 

chag-rin /'Segrin US: fa'gri:n/ п [U] feeling 
of disappointment or annoyance (at having 
failed, made a mistake, etc): Much to his ~, he 
did not win the race. п vt affect through disap- 
pointment, etc. 

chain /tfeim/ я [С] 1 flexible line of connected 
rings or links for connecting, continuing, res- 
training, ornament, etc. 2 (p/) kind used for 
prisoners. 3 number of connected things, 
events, etc: a ~ of events/ideas|mountains. 4 
measure of length (66 ft). с vt make fast witha 
chain. 
'chain-armour/-maii, armour made of 
metal rings linked together. 
'chain-gang, gang of prisoners in chains 
while at work outside their prison. 
'chain reaction, chemical change forming 
products that themselves cause more changes 
so that the process is repeated again and 
again. 
'chain-smokery, person who smokes cigar- 
ettes one after the other. 
'chain-stitch, kind of sewing in which each 
stitch makes a loop through which the next 
stitch is taken. 
'chain-store, one of many shops owned and 
controlled by the same company. 

chair /tfeo(r)/ я [C] 1 separate movable seat 
for one person, usually with a back and in 
some cases with arms ('arm~): Won't you take 
a~, sit down? 2 seat, office, of a person who 
presides at a meeting. be in/take the chair, 
act as chairman. 3 position of a professor: the 
C~ of Philosophy. a vt 1 place in a chair; raise 
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up and carry (a person who has won a con- 
test): The newly elected MP was ~ed by his 
supporters. 2 <, ameeting, act as chairman. 
'chair-man, person controlling a meeting. 
'chair-person, chairman (male or female). 

chalet /'fzlei/ п [C] 1 Swiss mountain hut or 
cottage built of wood and with a sharply slop- 
ing and overhanging roof. 2 summer cottage 
built in the same style. 3 small hut in a holiday 
camp, etc. 

chal-ice /'tfzlis/ и [С] goblet, esp that used 
for the Eucharist. 

chalk /tfo:k/ n 1 [Ч] soft, white substance (a 
kind of limestone) used for making lime. 2 [С, 
U] this material, or a material similar in tex- 
ture, white or coloured, made into sticks for 
writing and drawing. o у! write, draw, mark, 
whiten, with chalk. 
chalky adj of, containing, like, chalk. 

chal-lenge /'t{zlind3/ п [С] 1 invitation or 
call to play a game, run а race, have a fight, etc 
to see who is better, stronger, etc. 2 order 
given by a sentry to stop and explain who one 
is. О vt give, send, be, a challenge to; ask for 
facts (to support a statement, etc): ~ a per- 
son’s right to do something. 
chal-lenger, person who challenges. 

cham-ber /'tfeimbe(r)/ м 1 (о use) room, 
esp a bedroom. 2 (p/) judge’s room for hearing 
cases that need not be taken into court; rooms 
in a large building to live in or to use as offices. 
3 (hall used by a) group of legislators, often 
distinguished as the 'Upper C~ and the 'Lower 
C~. 4 offices of barristers, etc esp in the Inns 
of Court. 5 group of persons organized for 
purposes of trade: a C~ of Commerce. 6 en- 
closed or walled space in the body of an ani- 
mal or plant, in a gun, in some kinds of 
machinery. 
‘chamber concert, concert of chamber 
music. 
'chamber-maid, housemaid who keeps bed- 
rooms in order (now chiefly in hotels). 
‘chamber music, music for a small number 
of players (eg a string quartet). 
'chamber-pot, vessel for urine. 

cha-meleon /ka'mi:lion/ п [С] 1 small lizard 
with a long tongue whose colour changes ac- 
cording to its background. 2 (fig) person who 
changes his voice, manner, etc to suit his audi- 
ence. 

chammy-leather /'fem: 1едэ(г)/ п = 
chamois-leather. 

cham-ois /'femwa: US: 'femi/ п [С] small 
animal like a goat that lives in the high moun- 
tains of Europe and SW Asia. 
'‘chamois-leather, soft leather from the 
skin of goats and sheep. 

champ’ /t{emp/ vt,vi1 (of horses) bite (food, 
the bit) noisily. 2 (fig) show impatience: ~ 
with rage. 

champ? /tfemp/ 7 [С] (informal) (abbr for) 
champion(2). 

cham-pagne /fem'pein/ и [C,U] (kinds of) 


white sparkling French wine. 

cham-pion /'t{zempion/ п [С] 1 person who 
fights, argues or speaks in support of another 
or of a cause: a ~ of free speech|of woman's 
rights. 2 person, team, animal, etc taking the 
first place in a competition: a 'boxing/'tennis 
~.O vt support; defend. 
cham-pion-ship, [U] act of championing; 
[C] position of achampion. 

chance! /tfa:ns US: tfens/ п 1 [U] the hap- 
pening of events without any warning or cause 
that can be seen or understood; the way things 
happen; fortune or luck: Le?t’s leave it to~. by 
chance, unexpectedly, not by design or on 
purpose. take a chance (on sth), trust to 
luck accepting that you may be unlucky. 2[C, 
U] possibility: He has no/not much ~]a poor ~ 
of winning. The ~s are that you'll lose. on the 
loff chance (of), in the hope (of). 3 [C] op- 
portunity; occasion when success seems very 
probable. > lifetime. stand a (good/fair) 
chance (of...), have a (good) hope (of). o 
adj coming or happening by chance(1): a ~ 
meeting. 

chance? /tfa:ns US: tfens/ vi,vt 1 find, hap- 
pen or meet by chance: / ~d to be there. 2 take 
a risk, esp Chance it/one’s arm, (informal) 
take a risk. 

chan-cel /'‘tfa:nsl US: 'tfen-/ п [С] eastern 
part of a church, round the altar, used by the 
priest(s) and choir. 

chan-.cel-lor /'tfa:nsala(r) US: 'tf{ens-/ п [С] 
1 State or law official of various kinds: the C~ 
of the Exchequer. 2 (of some universities) 
honorary head or president (the duties being 
performed by the Vice-C~). 3 chief secretary 
of an embassy. 4 (in some countries, eg Ger- 
many) chief minister of state. 

chancy /'tfa:nsi US: 'tfensi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 
(informal) risky; uncertain. 

chan-de-lier /,fendo'lia(r)/ п [С] branched 
support, hanging from a ceiling, for a number 
of lights. 

chan-dler /'tfa:ndlo(r) US: 'tfand-/ п [С] 1 
person who makes or sells candles, paint, etc. 
2 ship’s '~, dealer in canvas, ropes and other 
supplies for ships. 

change' /tfemnd3/ n 1 [С] changed or differ- 
ent condition(s); thing used in place of an- 
other or others; move from one place to an- 
other: a welcome ~ from town to country life. 
Take a ~ of clothes with you, extra clothes to 
change into. 2 [U] money in small(er) units; 
money that is the difference between the price 
or cost and the sum offered in payment: Can 
you give me ~ for a pound note? Don’t leave 
your ~ on the shop counter! 3 [C,U] alteration; 
changing: Let’s hope there will be a ~ in the 
weather. for a change, for the sake of 
variety; to be different from one’s routine: 
Why not phone ‘me fora ~? make a change, 
produce one to vary the routine: ГеГ5 go 
camping this weekend, it llmakea~. 

change” /tfemd3/ vt,vi 1 leave one place and 
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go to, enter, another: [ve ~d my address, 
moved to a different house. 2 take off some- 
thing and put something else on: И won't take 
me five minutes to ~, to put on different 
clothes. 3 give and receive in return: Не ~d his 
Italian money before leaving Rome. I ~d places 
with her. 4 make ог become different: That has 
~d my ideas. The wind has ~d from north to 
east. change one’s mind, © тта'(2). 
change up/down, change to а higher/ 
lower gear when driving a motor-vehicle. > 
also subject?(2). 

change-able /-ab!/ adj likely to alter; able to 
be changed: ~able weather. 

chan-nel /'tfenl/ п [С] 1 stretch of water 
joining two seas; the English C~, between 
France and England. 2 natural or artificial 
bed of a stream of water; passage along which 
a liquid may flow. 3 (fig) any way by which 
news, ideas, etc may travel: He has secret ~s of 
.information. through the usual chan- 
nels, by the usual means of communication. 
4 band of radio or TV frequencies within 
which signals from a transmitter must be kept. 
оу! (-1-, US also -1-) 1 form a channel in; cut 
out (a way): The river had ~led its way through 
the soft rock. 2 cause to go through channels. 

chant /tfa:nt US: tfent/ п [С] often-repeated 
tune for psalms and canticles; several syllables 
or words to one note. > hymn. а vi,vt sing; 
sing a chant. 

chaos `/'Ке!о$/ п [U] complete absence of 
order or shape; confusion: The room was in 
complete ~ when the burglars had left. 
cha-otic /kei'ptik/ adj in a state of chaos; 
confused. 

cha-oti-cally /-kli/ adv 

chap’ /tfep/ п [С] (informal) man; boy. 

chap? /tfep/ vi,vi (-pp-) 1 (of the skin) be- 
come sore, rough, cracked: My skin soon~s in 
cold weather. 2 cause to become cracked or 
rough: hands and face ~ped by the cold. о п[С] 
crack, esp in the skin. 

chapel /\Г=р// п [С] 1 place (not a parish 
church) used for Christian worship, eg in a 
school, prison, etc. 2 small place within a 
Christian church, used for private prayer, 
with an altar. 3 service held in a chapel. 4 
trade union group ina factory, etc. 

chap-eron /'feporaun/ п [С] married or 
elderly person (usually a woman) in charge of 
a girl or young unmarried woman on social 
occasions. п vt act аз а chaperon to. 

chap-lain /'tfeplin/ и [С] priest or clergy- 
man, esp in the armed forces, or of a 
chapel(1). 

chap-ter /'t{epta(r)/ п [С] 1 (usually num- 
bered) division of a bock. chapter and 
verse, the exact reference. 2 period: the most 
brilliant ~ in our history. 3 (general meeting of 
the) canons of a cathedral church, or the mem- 
bers of a monastic order or a group of trade 
union members. 

ichapter-house, building used for meetings 
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of chapters(3). 

char’ /tfa:(r)/ vt,vi (-rr-) (of a surface) fink 
orbdecome black by burning: ~red wood. 

char? /tfa:(r)/ vi (-rr-) do the cleaning of of- 
fices, houses, etc with payment by the hour or 
the day: go out ~ring. on[C] = charwoman. 
'char-woman, woman who earns money by 
charring. 

char? /tfa:(r)/ n[U] (GB 5) tea: a сир of ~. 

char-ac-ter /'kerikto(r)/ я 1 [U] (of a per- 
son, community, race, etc) mental or moral 
nature; mental or moral qualities that make 
one person, race, etc different from others: a 
woman of fine/strong|noble ~; the ~ of the 
French. in/out of character, appro- 
priate/inappropriate to a person’s known 
character. 2 [U] moral strength; reputation: a 
man of ~. 3 [U] all those qualities that make a 
thing, place, etc what it 1s and different from 
others: the ~ of the desert areas of М Africa. 4 
[C] person who is well known; person in a 
novel, play, etc: the ~s in the novels of Charles 
Dickens. 5 [C] letter, sign, etc used in a system 
of writing or printing: Greek/Chinese ~s. 
char-ac-ter-less adj undistinguished; ordi- 
nary. 

char-ac-ter-is-tic = /,kzrikto'ristik/ adj 
forming part of, showing, the known char- 
acter of: /t’s so ~~ of him. a п [С] special mark 
or quality. 

char.ac-ter-is-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

char-ac-ter-ize (also -ise) НЕ vt 
show or mark in a special way: Your work is 
~d by great attention to detail. 

cha-rade /Js'ra:d US: -'reid/ п [С] 1 game.in 
which a word is guessed by the onlookers after 
each syllable of it has been suggested by acting 
a little play. 2 pointless action. 

char-coal /'tfa:koul/ п [U] black substance, 
used as fuel, for drawing, etc made by burning 
wood slowly in an oven with little air. 

charge’ /tfa:d3/ п [С] 1 accusation; state- 
ment that a person has done wrong, esp that 
he has broken a law. bring a charge 
against $6, accuse him of (a crime). 2 sud- 
den and violent attack at high speed (by sol- 
diers, animals, a football player, etc). 3 price 
asked for goods or services: hotel ~s. 4 
amount of powder, etc (to be) used in a gun or 
for causing an explosion; quantity of energy 
(to be) contained in an electrical battery, etc: a 
positive/negative ~. 5 [C,U] work, responsi- 
bility, given to a person as a duty: Mary was in 
~ of the baby. take charge of, be respons- 
ible for. 6 instructions: the judge’s ~ to the 
jury, instructions concerning their duty (in 
reaching a verdict). 

charge’ /tfa:d3/ vt,vi 1 accuse; bring а 
charge(1) against: He was ~d with murder. 2 
rush forward (and attack): The wounded lion 
suddenly ~d at me. 3 ask in payment: He ~d 
me fifty pence for it. 4 load (a gun); fill, put.a 
charge(4) into: ~ a battery. 5 charge with, 
give as a task or duty: He was ~d with an im- 
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portant mission. 6 (esp of a judge, a bishop or 
person in authority) command; instruct: J ~ 
you not to forget what I have said. 

charge-able /'t{a:dzsbl/ adj 1 that can be, is 
liable to be, charged: Jf you steal, you are ~ 
with theft. 2 that may be added (to an ac- 
count); that may be made an expense: Costs of 
repairs are ~ to the owner. 

chargé d'affaires /,fa:3e1 dz'fea(r)/ и [С] 
(pl chargés d'affaires, pronunciation un- 
changed) official who takes the place of an 
ambassador or minister when the ambassa- 
dor, etc 15 away. 

char-iot /'tfzriot/ я [С] horse-drawn vehicle 
with two wheels, used in ancient times in fight- 
ing and racing. 
char-io-teer /,tfaria'tia(r)/ я [С] driver of a 
chariot. 

cha-risma /koa'rizma/ м [С] (p/ ~s) 1 spiri- 
tual grace. 2 creative ability of an unusually 
high degree. 3 ability to encourage devotion 
and enthusiasm. 
char-is-matic /,kzriz'mztik/ adj 

chari-table /'t{zritobl/ adj showing, having, 
for, charity: ~ trusts. 
chari-tably /-abli/ adv 

charity /'t{arati/ и (pl -ies) 1 [U] (kindness 
in giving) help to the poor; money, food, etc so 
given. 2[C] society or organization for helping 
the poor. 3 [U] willingness to judge other per- 
sons with kindness or love. 

char-la-tan /'fa:loten/ п [С] person who 
claims to have more skill, knowledge or ability 
than he really has. 

charm /tfa:m/ и 1 [U] attractiveness; power 
to give pleasure. 2 [C] pleasing quality or 
feature: Her ~ of manner made her very pop- 
ular. 3 [С] thing believed to have magic power, 
good or bad: a good-luck ~. а vt,vi1 attract; 
give pleasure to: We were ~ed with the 
scenery. 2 use magic on; influence or protect 
as if by magic: She ~ed away his sorrow. 
charm-ing adj delightful: а ~ing young lady. 

chart /tfa:t/ п [С] 1 map used by sailors, 
showing the coasts, depth of the sea, position 
of rocks, lighthouses, etc. 2 sheet of paper 
with information, in the form of curves, dia- 
grams, etc: а 'weather ~. п vt make a chart of; 
show ona chart. 

char-ter /'t{a:ta(r)/ п [C] 1 (written or printed 
statement of) rights, permission, esp from a 
ruler or government (eg to a town, city or uni- 
versity). 2 hiring or engagement (of an air- 
craft, a ship, etc): a '~ flight. а vt 1 give a 
charter to. 2 hire or engage a ship, an aircraft, 
etc for an agreed time, purpose and payment. 
;chartered ac'countant, (in GB) member 
of the Institute of Accountants. 

char:-woman /'t{a:woman/n © char’. 

chary /'tfeori/ adj (-ier, iest) cautious; саге- 
ful: ~ of catching cold. 
char.ily /'tfearali/ adv 

chase’ /tfeis/ vt,vi1 run after in order to cap- 
ture, kill, overtake or drive away: Dogs like 


chasing rabbits. 2 (informal) hurry; rush: The 
children all ~d off after the procession. a п [С] 
1 act of chasing: After a long ~, we caught the 
thief. 2 hunted animal, person or thing being 
pursued. 

chase? /tfeis/ vt cut patterns or designs оп; 
engrave: ~d silver. 

chasm /'kzzom/ n [С] 1 deep opening or 
crack in the ground. 2 (fig) wide difference (of 
feeling or interests, between persons, groups, 
nations, etc). 

chas:sis /'{zsi/ и [С] (p/ unchanged) 1 
framework of a motor-vehicle on which the 
body is fastened or built. 2 landing gear of an 
aircraft. 

chaste /tfeist/ adj 1 virtuous in word, 
thought and deed. 2 (esp) abstaining from un- 
lawful or immoral sexual intercourse. 3 (of 
style, taste) simple. 
chaste.ly adv 

chas-ten /'tfeisn/ vt1 punish in order to cor- 
rect. 2 make chaste(2). 

chas-tise /tfz'staiz/ vt punish severely. 
chas-tise-ment n[U] punishment. 

chas-tity /'tfestoti/ и [U] state of being 
chaste. 

chat /tfzt/ л [С] friendly, informal talk: J had 
a long ~ with шт. с vi,vt (-tt-) 1 have a chat: 
They were ~ting (away) in the corner. 2 chat 
sb up. (informal) talk to in order to win 
friendship: ~ up a pretty barmaid. 
‘chat show, TV programme where celebri- 
ties are interviewed. 
chatty adj (-ier, -iest) fond of chatting. 

cha-teau /'fetou/ п [С] (p/ ~x /-tauz/) castle 
or large country house in France. 

chat-tel /'tfatl/ п [С] (legal) article of per- 
sonal movable property (eg а chair, a саг). 

chat-ter /'t{zto(r)/ vi 1 (of a person) talk 
quickly or foolishly; talk too much. 2 (of the 
cries of monkeys and some birds, of a person’s 
upper and lower teeth striking together from 
cold or fear) make quick, indistinct sounds. o 
п [С] sounds of the kind noted above: the ~ of 
children. 
\chat-ter-box, person who chatters(1). 

chauf-feur /'faufa(r) US: fau'far/ п [С] man 
paid to drive a private car. 

chau-vin-ism /'fauvinizam/ п [0] too much 
support or enthusiasm for national military 
glory, sexual superiority, etc. 
'chau-vin-ist, person with such enthusiasm: 
amale~. 
chau-vin-is-tic /,faovin'istik/ adj 

cheap /tfi:p/ adj (-er, -est) 1 costing little 
money: travel by the ~est route. 2 worth more 
than the cost. 3 of poor quality: ~ and nasty. 4 
shallow; insincere: ~ emotion. 
cheap-ly adv 
cheap-ness п [0] 

cheapen é/'tfi:pan/ vt,vi make ог become 
cheap; lower the price or quality of: Don’t ~ 
yourself. 

cheat /tfi:t/ vi,vt act in а dishonest way to win 
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an advantage or profit: ~ a person out of his 
money, ~ in an examination. a п [С] 1 person 
who cheats. 2 dishonest trick. 

check’ /tfek/ [U] 1 control; person or thing 
that checks ог restrains: Wind acts as a~ on 
speed. 2 examination to make certain of accu- 
racy; mark or tick (usually written Vv ) to show 
that something has been proved to be correct. 
3 receipt given temporarily in return for some- 
thing handed over. 
'спескК:ир, (esp a medical) examination. 

check? /tfek/ vt,vi1 examine in order to learn 
whether something is correct: Will you please 
~ these figures? check up on sb/sth, ex- 
amine to see whether he/it is, has done, what is 
claimed. 2 hold back; cause to go slow or stop: 
He couldn't ~ his anger. 3 (chess) threaten an 


opponent’s king. 4 check ‘in, arrive and re-: 


gister at a hotel, airport, etc. check 'out, pay 
one’s bill and leave. 
\check-in, place (in an airport, etc) where 
one registers for a flight. 
\check-out, (esp) place (eg in a supermarket) 
where one pays the bill, wraps one’s goods and 
leaves. 
checker, person who checks orders, etc. 
check? /tfek/ п [U] pattern of crossed lines 
forming squares (often of different shades or 
colours); cloth with such a pattern. 
check-mate /'tfekmeit/ vt 1 (chess) make a 
move that prevents the opponent’s king from 
being moved away from a direct attack (and 
so win the game). 2 (fig) obstruct and defeat (a 
person, his plans). оп [С] complete defeat. 
cheek /tJi:k/ п [С] 1 either side of the face be- 
low the eye. 2 [0] impudence: He had the ~ to 
ask те to do his work for him! a vt be impudent 
to: Stop ~ing your mother! 
'cheek-bone, bone below the eye. 
cheek. ily /-ali/ adv 
cheeky adj (-ier, -iest) rude, impolite. 
cheep /tJi:p/ vi, п [C] (make a) weak, shrill 
note (as young birds do). 
cheer’ /tfia(r)/ 1 1 [U] state of hope, gladness: 
words of ~, of encouragement. 2 [C] shout of 
joy or encouragement. 
cheer? /tfia(r)/ vt,vi1 fill with gladness, hope, 
high spirits; comfort: Your visit has really ~ed 
me (up). 2 take comfort, become happy: He 
~ed up when I promised to go. 3 give shouts of 
joy, approval or encouragement: The speaker 
was loudly ~ed. 
cheer-ing n [0]: The ~ing could be heard half 
amile away. о adj: That's ~ing news. 
cheer-ful /'tfiofl/ adj 1 bringing or suggest- 
ing happiness: a ~ day/room/smile. 2 happy 
and contented; willing: ~ workers. 
cheer-fully /-fali/ adv 
cheer-ful-ness и [U] 
cheerio /,tSiori'su/ int (informal) (used when 
parting) goodbye. 
cheer-less /'tfiolis/ adj without comfort; 
gloomy; miserable: a wet and ~ day. 
cheery /'tfiori/ adj (-ier,-iest) lively; merry: а 


check /chestnut 


~ smile] greeting. 
cheer. ily /-ali/ adv 

cheese /tfi:z/ п 1 [U] kinds of solid food 
made from milk curds. 2 [C] shaped and 
wrapped portion of this. 
cheesed off, (s/) bored; angry. 
'cheese-cloth, (a) thin cotton cloth (gauze) 
put round some kinds of cheese. (b) similar 
(thicker) cloth used to make shirts, etc. 
'icheese-paring, excessive carefulness in the 
spending of money. 

chee-tah /'tfi:to/ и [С] kind of leopard. 

chef /fef/ п [С] (р! ~s) head male cook in a 
hotel, restaurant, etc. 

chef-d’oeuvre /Гег ‘dsa:vra/ n [С] (р! 
chefs-d’oeuvre, pronunciation unchanged) 
(Fr) (person’s) masterpiece. 

chem-ical /'kemikl/ adj of, made by, chem- 
istry: ~ warfare, using poison gas, smoke, etc. 
оп [C] (often p/) substance used in, or ob- 
tained by, chemistry. 
chemically /-kli/ adv 

chemist /'kemist/ и [C] 1 person who is ех- 
pert in chemistry. 2 person who prepares and 
sells medical goods, toilet articles, etc. 

chem:is-try /'kemistri/ я [U] branch of 
science that deals with how substances are 
made up, how they (their elements) combine, 
how they act under different conditions. 

cheque /tfek/ п [С] (US = check) written 
order to a bank to pay money: a~ for £10; pay 
by~. 
\lcheque-book, number of blank cheques 
fastened together. 
'спедие-сага, identification for paying by 
cheque, cashing cheques, etc. 

cher-ish /'tferif/ vt 1 care for tenderly. 2 
keep alive (hope, ambition, feelings, etc) in 
one’s heart: For years she ~ed the hope that 
her husband might still be alive. 

cherry /'tferi/ и [С] (р/ -ies) (tree with) soft, 
small, round fruit, red, yellow or black when 
ripe and with a stone-like seed in the middle. a 
adj bright red: ~ lips. 

cherub /'tferab/ и [С] 1 (p/ ~s) small beauti 
ful child; (art) such a child with wings. 2 (pl 
~im /-bim/) one of the second highest order of 
angels. 

chess /tfes/ и [О] board game for two players 
with sixteen pieces each (called '~men 
/-men/), on a board with sixty-four squares 
(called a'~board). 

chest /tfest/ п [С] 1 large, strong (usually 
wooden) box with a lid for storing things. 2 
upper front part of the body, enclosed by the 
ribs, containing the heart and lungs. get sth 
off one’s chest, (5/) say something that one 
is anxious to Say. 
ichest of 'drawers, piece of furniture with 
drawers for clothes. 

chest-nut /'tfesnat/ п 1 [C,U] (sorts of, 
wood of) tree with smooth, bright reddish- 
brown nut (some being edible). 2 [0] colour of 
the nut. 3 horse of this colour. о adj reddish- 
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brown. 

chew /tfu:/ vt,vi1 move (food, etc) about be- 
tween the teeth in order to crush it: C~ your 
food well before you swallow it. 2 chew sth 
over/on sth, (informal) think over, consid- 
er.an[C] act of chewing; thing to chew. 
'‘chew-ing-gum,, sticky substance sweetened 
and flavoured for chewing. 

chic /Si:k/ adj (of clothes, their wearer) show- 
ing excellent style(2). с п [С] superior 
style(2). 

chick /tfik/ п [C] 1 young bird, esp a young 
chicken. 2 small child. 3 (s/) girl. 

chicken /'t{ikin/ и [С] 1 young bird, esp а 
young hen. (Don’t) count your chickens 
before they are hatched, (Don’t) be too 
hopeful of your chances of success, etc. 2 [U] 
its flesh as food. 
;chicken-'hearted adj not having courage. 
'chicken-pox, disease producing red spots 
on the skin. 
'chicken-run, fenced-in area for chickens. 

chic-ory /'t{ikari/ п [U] 1 plant used as а 
vegetable and for salad. 2 the root roasted and 
made into a powder (used with or instead of 
coffee). 

chide /tfaid/ vt,vi (pt ~d or chid /tfid/, pp 
~d,) scold; complain. 

chief /tfi:f/ п [С] 1 leader or ruler: the ~ of the 
tribe. 2 head of a department; highest official. 
о adj 1 principal; most important: the ~ thing 
to remember. 2 first in rank: the C~ Justice. 
-in-'chief, supreme: the Commander-in-~. - 
chief-ly adv (a) above ail; first of all. (b) 
mostly; mainly. 

chief-tain /'tfi:fton/ п [С] chief of a highland 
clan or of a tribe. 

chi-gnon /'fi:njon US: -njon/ n [С] (Fr) knot 
or roll of hair worn at the back of the head by 
women. 

child /tfaild/ п [С] (р! children /'tfildran/) 1 
young human being. 2 son or daughter (of any 
age). 
'child-birth, the process of giving birth to a 
child. 
'child-hood, state, time, of being a child. 
'child-ish adj of, behaving like, suitable for, a 
child: ~ish games/arguments. 
child-less adj having no child(ren). 
‘child-like adj simple, innocent. 
'child-minder, person who looks after a 
child (while the parents are working). 
'child’s play, something very easily done. 

chill /tfil/ 21 (sing only) unpleasant feeling of 
coldness: There’s quite a ~ in the air this morn- 
ing. 2 (sing only) (fig) something that causes a 
depressed feeling: The bad news cast а ~~ over 
the gathering. 3 [C] illness caused by cold and 
damp, with shivering of the body. o adj un- 
pleasantly cold: а ~ breeze. а vt,vi make or be- 
come cold or cool: He was ~ed to the bone, 
very cold. & marrow(1). 
chilly adj (-ier, -iest) (a) rather cold: feel~y. 
(b) (fig) unfriendly: а ~y welcome 


chilli /'tfili/ и [СО] dried pod of red pepper, 
often made into powder and used to give a hot 
flavour. 

chime /tfam/ и [С] (series of notes sounded 
by a) tuned set of bells: a ~ of bells; а vi,vt 1 
(of bells, a clock) make (bells) ring; ring bells: 
The bells are chiming. 2 break in on the talk of 
others: ‘Of course, he ~d in. 

chim-ney /'tfimni/ и [С] (p/ ~s) 1 structure 
through which smoke from a fire 15 carried 
away through the wall or roof of a building. 2 
narrow opening by which a cliff face may be 
climbed. 
'chimney-pot, pipe fitted to the top of a 
chimney(1). 
'chimney-stack, group of chimneys. 
'ichimney-sweep(er), man who sweeps 
soot from chimneys. 

chimp /tfimp/ п [С] (informal) (abbr for) 
chimpanzee. 

chim-pan-zee /|,t{impzn'zi:/ п [С] African 
ape, smaller than a gorilla. 

chin /'t{im/ n [С] part of the face below the 
mouth; front of the lower jaw. 

china /'t{aina/ и [0] 1 baked and glazed fine 
white clay. 2 articles (eg cups, saucers, plates) 
made from this. 

chink’ /tfink/ 1 [С] narrow opening or crack. 

chink? /tfink/ vt,vi, п [С] (make or cause the) 
sound of coins, glasses, etc striking together. 

chip /Итр/п [С] 1 small piece cut or broken off 
(from wood, stone, china, glass, etc). have a 
chip on one’s shoulder, resent or exagger- 
ate prejudice against oneself. 2 strip cut froma 
potato, etc: fish and ~s, fried fish and potato 
pieces. 3 place (in china) from which a chip 
has come. 4 flat plastic counter used as money 
(esp in gambling). 5 (informal) very small elec- 
tronic circuit. oO vf,wi (-pp-) 1 cut or break (a 
piece off or from): All the plates have ~ped 
edges. 2 make into chips(2). 3 (of things) be 
broken at the edge: These cups ~ easily. 4 
chip ‘in, (informal) (a) interrupt. (6) contri- 
bute money (to a fund). 

chi-rop-odist /ki'ropadist/ и К] person 
who is expert in the treatment of troubles of 
the feet and toe-nails. 

chi-rop-ody /ki'ropadi/ п [0] work of a chi- 
ropodist. 

chirp /t{s:p/ vi,vt, п [С] (make) short, sharp 
note(s) or sound(s) (as of small birds or т- 
sects). 

chirpy /'t{3:pi/ adj (-ier,-iest) lively, happy, 
cheerful. 

chir-rup /'tfirap/ vt, п [С] (make a) series of 
chirps. 

chisel /'tfizl/ п [С] steel tool used for shaping 
wood, stone or metal. а у! (-Il-) 1 cut or shape 
with a chisel. 2 (informal) cheat. 

chit! /tfit/ 2 [C] 1 young child. 2 young, small, 
slender woman. 

chit? /t{it/ n [С] note of asum of money owed. 

chit-chat /'t{it tfat/ п [0] light, informal 
conversation. 
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chiv-alry /'frvin/ п [U] 1 laws and customs 
(religious, moral and social) of the knights in 
the Middle Ages. 2 qualities such as courage, 
honour, courtesy, loyalty, devotion to the 
weak and helpless, to the service of women). 
chiv-al-rous /'fivlras/ adj 

chioro-form /'klorafo:m US: 'klo:r-/ п [Ч] 
thin, colourless liquid given to make a person 
unconscious during a surgical operation. в vi 
use chloroform. 

chioro-phyl(l) /'klorafil US: 'klo:r-/ п [9] 
green colouring matter in the leaves of plants. 

choc-ice /'t{ok а15/ и [С] brick of ice-cream 
covered in chocolate. 

chock-a-block /,t{pk 9 'blok/ adv (infor- 
mal) very full; crammed. 

choc-olate /'t{oklot/ п 1 [U] substance 
(powder or bar) made from the crushed seeds 
of the cacoa tree. 2 drink made by mixing this 
with hot water or milk. 3[C,U] sweet (1) made 
from this: а bar of ~; a box of ~s. 4 [М] the 
colour of this substance, dark brown. а adj 
dark brown. 

choice /tfois/ n 1 [С] act of choosing: take 
your ~. 2 [0] right or possibility of choosing: / 
have no ~ in the matter, must act in this way. 3 
[С] variety from which to choose: This shop 
has a large ~ of bags. 4 [С] person or thing 
chosen: This is ту ~. о adj unusually good: ~ 
fruit. 

choir /'kwaio(r)/ п [С] 1 company of persons 
trained to sing together, esp to lead the singing 
in church. 2 part of a church building for the 
-choir. 

choke’ /tfauk/ уруг 1 be unable to breathe 
because of something in the windpipe, or be- 
cause of emotion: ~ over one’s food; ~ with 
anger. 2 stop the breathing of, by pressing the 
windpipe from outside or blocking it up in- 
side, or (of smoke, etc) by being unfit to 
breathe: She was ~d with sobs. 3 fill, partly or 
completely, a passage, space, etc that is usual- 
ly clear: a drain ~d (up) with dirt. 4 choke 
sth back/down, hold or keep it back/ 
down: ~ back one’s tears. 

choke? /t{auk/ п [С] valve in a petrol engine 
to control the intake of air. 

choker /'t{auka(r)/ п [С] close-fitting neck- 
lace. 

chol-era /‘kolora/ м [0] infectious and often 
fatal disease, common in hot countries. 

choose /tfu:z/ vt,vi (pt chose /tfauz/, pp 
chosen /‘tfauzn/) 1 pick out from a greater 
number; show what or which one wants by 
taking: She took a long time to ~ a new dress. 
There’s nothing/not muchllittle to ~ between 
them, They are about equal, are equally 
good/bad, etc. 2 decide; be pleased or deter- 
mined: He chose to stay at home. 

choosy /'tfu:zi/ adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) (of 
persons) careful and cautious in choosing; 
difficult to please. 

chop’ /tfop/ п [©] 1 chopping blow. 2 thick 
slice of meat with the bone in it, (to be) cooked 


chivalry / Christmas 


for one person. 3 (informal) = sack?. 

chop? /tfop/ vi,vi (-pp-) cut into pieces by 
blow(s) with an axe, etc: Meat is often ~ped up 
before being cooked. Гт going to ~ that tree 
down. 

chop? /{ор/ vi (-pp-) chop and 'change, 
be inconsistent: He’s always ~ ping and chang- 
ing, always changing his mind. 

chop-per' /'t{opa(r)/ п [С] heavy tool with a 
sharp edge for chopping meat, wood, etc. 

chop-per® /'tfopa(r)/ я [С] (informal) heli- 
copter. 

choppy /'t{op:/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of the sea) 
moving in short, irregular waves. 2 (of the 
wind) continually changing. 

chop-sticks /'t{ppstiks/ n p/ pair of sticks 
(of wood, ivory, etc) used by Chinese and 
Japanese for lifting food to the mouth. 

choral /'ko:ral/ adj of, for, sung by or to- 
gether with, a choir: a'~ society. 

chord /ko:d/ п [С] 1 straight line that joins 
two points on the circumference of a circle or 
the ends of an arc. 2 combination of three or 
more musical notes sounded together in har- 
mony. 3 = cord(2). 

chore /tfs:(r)/ п [С] 1 small task or piece of 
work, esp an ordinary everyday task (eg in the 
home). 2 small unpleasant duty. 


chor-eogra-phy /,kor!'pgrafi US: ,ko:r-/.n 


[U] art of designing ballet and other dance 
patterns. 

chor-eogra-pher, person who designs ballet 
and other group dancing. 

chorus /'ko:ras/ n [С] (p/ ~es) 1 (music for a) 
group of singers. 2 (part of a) song for all to 
sing (after solo verses): Mr White sang the 
verses and everybody joined in the ~. 3 birds’ 
song: the dawn ~. 4something said or cried by 
many people together: a ~ of approval. в vt 
sing, speak, in chorus. 

chose, chosen © choose. 

Christ /kraist/ 7 title given to Jesus, now used 
as part of or for His name. 

christen /'‘krisn/ vt 1 receive (an infant) into 
the Christian church by baptism; give a name 
to at the baptism. 2 give a name to (a new ship 
when it is launched). 

'christen-ing л [С] ceremony of baptizing or 
naming. 

Christen-dom /‘krisndom/ и all Christian 
people and Christian countries. 

Chris-tian /'krist{on/ adj 1 of Jesus and his 
teaching. 2 of the religion, beliefs, church, etc 
based on this teaching. с я person believing in 
the religion of Christ. 

‘Christian name, name given at baptism; 
forename. 

Chris-ti-an-ity /,kristi’enoti/ п [U] the 
Christian faith. religion or character. 

Christ-mas /'krismas/ и [С] (р/ ~es) (also 
i~ 'Day) yearly celebration of the birth of 
Jesus Christ, 25 Dec; the week beginning on 24 
Dec: the ~ holidays. 

'Christmas-box, money given at АВ 
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to the postman, etc. 
'Christmas card, sent as a greeting to 
friends at Christmas. 
'Christmas cracker, roll of brightly col- 
oured paper, which explodes harmlessly when 
the ends are pulled. 
'Christmas-tree, smali decorated ever- 
green tree set up at Christmas. 

chrome /Кгэот/ и [О] yellow colouring mat- 
ter used in paints, etc. 

chro-mium /Кгэопиэт/ n [U] element 
(symbol Cr) used for covering taps, motor-car 
fittings, etc and in stainless steel. 

chro-mo-some /'kraumasaum/ и [С] one of 
the tiny threads in every nucleus in animal and 
plant cells, carrying genes. 

chronic /'kronik/ adj (of a disease or 
physical condition) continual, lasting for a 
long time: ~ rheumatism, a~ illness. 
chroni-cally /-kli/ adv 

chron-icle /'kronikl/ я [С] record of events 
in the order of their happening. с vt make, a 
chronicle. 

chrono-logi-cal  /,krono'lod3ikl/ adj in 
order of time: Shakespeare’s plays in ~ order, 
the order in which they were written. 
chrono-logi-cally /-kli/ adv 

chron-ol-ogy /kra'nvlod31/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [U] 
science of fixing dates. 2 [С] arrangement or 
list of events with dates. 

chron-ometer /kra'npmita(r)/ и [С] kind of 
watch that keeps very accurate time. 

chrysa-lis /'krisalis/ n [С] (р/ ~es) 1 form 
taken by an insect between the time when it 
creeps or crawls as a larva and the time when it 
flies as a moth, butterfly, etc. 2 the sheath that 
covers it during this time. 

chry-san-the-mum /kri'sen89mem/ и [С] 
(pl ~s) (flower of a) garden plant blooming in 
autumn and early winter. 

chubby /'t{abi/ adj (-ier, -iest) fat, round: ~ 
cheeks. 

chuck’ /t{ak/ vt (informal) 1 throw: ~ away 
rubbish; ~ a drunken man out of a pub. 2 aban- 
don, give up: ~ up one’s job. 

chuck? /t{ak/ п [С] 1 part of a lathe which 
grips the work to be operated on. 2 part which 
grips the bit on a drill. 

chuckle /'tfakl/ л [С] low, quiet laugh with 
closed mouth (showing satisfaction or amuse- 
ment). оу laugh in this way: He was chuckling 
(away) to himself. 

chuffed /t{aft/ adj (informal) very pleased 
and proud. 

chug /t{ag/ vi (-gg-) make the short explosive 
sound (of an oil-engine or small petrol-engine 
running slowly): The boat ~ged along. вп [С] 
this sound. 

chum /tfam/ п [С] (dated) close friend (esp 
among boys). 
chummy adj (-ier, -iest) friendly. 

chump /(лтр/ п [С] 1 thick piece of meat: а 
~ chop. 2 (dated sl) fool. 

chunk /tfank/ и [С] thick, solid piece or lump 
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cut off a loaf, a piece of meat, pineapple, etc. 
chunky adj (-ier, -iest) short and thick. 

church /tfs:tf/ я [С] 1 building for public 
Christian worship. 2 [U] service in such a 
building: What time does ~ begin? enter the 
Church, become a minister of religion. 
'church-goer, person who goes to church 
regularly. 
'church-yard, Бима! 
church. © cemetery. 

churn /t{s:n/ я [С] 1 tub in which cream is 
shaken or beaten to make butter. 2 very large 
can in which milk is carried from the farm. о 
vt,vi 1 make (butter) in a churn. 2 stir or move 
about violently: The ship’s propellers ~ed up 
the waves. 

chute /fu:t/ и [С] 1 long, narrow, steep slope 
down which things may slide: an e'scape ~, 
canvas tunnel by which passengers leave an 
aircraft in an emergency. 2 smooth, rapid fall 
of water oVer a slope. 

chut-ney /'tfatni/ п [U] hot-tasting mixture 
of fruit, peppers, etc eaten with curry, cold 
meat, etc. 

cic-ada /si'ka:da/ п [С] (р/ ~s) winged insect 
with transparent wings. The male chirps shril- 
ly in hot, dry weather. 

Cider /'saida(r)/ п [0] fermented apple juice. 

cigar /si'ga:(r)/ п [С] tight roll of tobacco 
leaves with pointed end(s) for smoking. 

ciga-rette /,siga'ret/ п [С] pieces of tobacco 
ina roll of thin paper for smoking. 
,\ciga'rette-case, small one for carrying 
cigarettes. 
,;ciga'rette-holder, tube in which a cigar- 
ette may be put for smoking. 

cinch /sintS/ n (sing with a) {s/) something 
that is certain, easy or sure: /?’'sa~! 

cin-der /'sinda(r)/ и [С] small piece of coal, 
wood, etc partly burned, no longer flaming, 
and not yet ash. 

cine- /sini/ prefix form used for cinema in 
compounds. 
'сте-сатега, one used for taking moving 
pictures. 
'cine-projector, machine for showing films 
опа screen. 

cin-ema /'sinamo/ я 1 [С] place where films 
are shown. 2 [U] moving pictures as an art- 
form or industry. 

cin-na-mon /'sinomen/ и [U] 1 spice from 
the inner bark of an E Indian tree, used in 
cooking. 2 its colour, yellowish-brown. 

cipher, cypher /'saifo(r)/ п [С] 1 the 
symbol 0, representing nought or zero. 2 any 
Arabic numeral, | to 9. 3 (fig) person or thing 
of no importance. 4 (method of, key to) secret 
writing: a message in ~. о vt,vi put into secret 
writing. [> decipher. 

circa /'s3:ka/ prep (Latin) (abbr = с, ca) 
about (with dates): born ~ 150 BC. 

circle /'ss:kl/ и [С] 1 space enclosed by a curv- 
ed line, every point on which is the same dis- 
tance from the centre; the line enclosing this 


ground round a 
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space. 2 ring: a ~ of trees; standing ina~.3 
block of seats in curved rows, between the 
highest part (the gallery) and the floor of a 
theatre or hall. 4 number of persons having 
the same or similar interests: He has а large ~ 
of friends. а vt,vi move in a circle; go round: 
The aircraft was circling (over) the landing- 
field. 

cir-cuit /'ss:kit/ п [С] 1 journey round, from 
place to place: The ~ of the race track is three 
kilometres. 2 closed path for an electrical cur- 
rent; apparatus for using an electric current: 
~ diagram, one that shows the connections in 
such an apparatus. > short-circuit. 

cir-cu-itous /ss:'kjusites/ adj going a long 
way round: a~ route. 

cir-cu-lar /'ss:kjola(r)/ adj round or curved 
in shape; moving round: а ~ four/trip, ending 
at the starting-point without visiting a place 
more than once. ся [С] printed letter, adver- 
tisement, announcement, etc of which many 
copies are made and distributed. 
cir-cu-lar-ize (also -ise) /-aiz/ vt send 
circulars to. 

cir-cu-late /'ss:kjuleit/ vi,vt 1 go round соп- 
tinuously; move from place to place freely: 
Blood ~s through the body. Let’s ~ among the 
other guests. 2 cause to circulate: ГИ ~ this 
book among you. 

cir-cu-la-tion /,s3:kju'le1f{n/ 21 [U] circulat- 
ing or being circulated, esp the movement of 
the blood from and to the heart: He has a 
good/bad ~. 2 [U] state of being circulated: 
When were British decimal coins put into ~? 3 
[С] number of copies of a newspaper or other 
periodical sold to the public. 

cir-cum-cise /'ss:kamsaiz/ vt remove the 
skin at the end of the male sex organ. 
cir-cum-ci-sion /,s3:kam'si3n/n[C,U] 

cir-cum-fer-ence /so'kamforons/ и [С] 1 
line that marks out a circle or other curved fi- 
gure. 2 distance round: The ~ of the earth is 
almost 25000 miles. 

cir-cum-flex /'ss:komfleks/ 7 [С] mark (^) 
placed over a vowel to show how it is to be 
sounded (as in French réle). 

cir-cum-navi-gate /\s3:kom'nevigeit/ vt 
sail round (esp the world). 
cir-cum-navi-ga-tion /,s3:kom,nevi'geifn/ п 
[C,U] 

cir-cum-stance /'ss:kamstons/ и [С] 1 
(usually pl) conditions, facts, etc connected 
with an event or person: Don’t judge the crime 
until you know the ~s. т/ипаег the сй- 
cumstances, such being the state of affairs. 
in/under no circumstances, never. 2 fact 
or detail: He has plenty of money, which is a 
fortunate ~. 3 (р) financial condition. 

cir-cum-stan-tial /,s3:kom'stenfi/ adj 1 
(of a description) giving full details. 2 (of 
evidence) based on details that suggest strong- 
ly but do not provide direct proof. 

cir-cum-vent /|,s3:kom'vent/ vt 1 gain ad- 
vantage over; defeat (a person’s plans). 2 


circuit/civil 

prevent (a plan) from being carried out; find a 

way to get round (a law, rule, etc). 

cir-cum-ven-tion /,s3:kom'venJn/ n[U] 

Cir-cus /'ss:kas/ и [С] (p/ ~es) 1 (round or 
oval) place with seats on all sides for (in 
modern times) a show of performing animals, 
acrobats, etc; persons and animals giving such 
a show. 2 (esp in proper names) open space 
where a number of streets converge: Piccadilly 
C~,in London. 

cir-rus /'siras/ и [С/Ц] type of cloud, high in 
the sky, delicate and feathery in appearance. 

cis-tern /'siston/ и [С] water tank, eg as 
above the bowl of a lavatory, or for storing 
water ina building. 

cite /sait/ у! 1 give or mention as an example 
(esp by quoting from a book, to support an ar- 
gument, etc). 2 (/ega/) summons at law: be ~d 
in divorce proceedings. 

Ci-ta-tion /зает/ и [U] citing; [С] (esp) a 
statement that is cited. 

citi-zen /'sitizn/ и [C] 1 person who lives in a 
town, not in the country: the ~s of Paris. 2 
person who has full rights in a State, either by 
birth or by gaining such rights: immigrants 
who have become ~s of the United States. 
\citizen-ship, being, rights and duties of, а 
citizen. 

cit-ric /'sitrik/ adj citric acid, acid from 
such fruits as lemons and limes. 

cit-ron /'sitran/ n [C] (tree with) pale yellow 
fruit like a lemon but larger, less acid, and 
thicker skinned. 

cit-rous /'sitras/ adj of the citrus fruits. 

cit-rus /'sitras/ п [С] (p/ ~es) kinds of tree in- 
cluding the lemon, lime, citron, orange and 
grapefruit. о adj of these trees: '~ fruit. 

city /'siti/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 large and important 
town; town given special rights in” self- 
government. 2 the Сл, the oldest part of 
London, now the commercial and financial 
centre. 3 people living in a city. 

Civic /'sivik/ adj of the official life and affairs 
of a town or a citizen: ~ pride; a ~ centre, 
where the official buildings, eg the town hall, 
library, etc are grouped together. 

Civ-ics /'siviks/ n р/ (used with a sing verb) 
study of city government, the rights and duties 
of citizens, etc. 

civil /'stvl/ adj 1 of human society; of people 

living together: We all have ~ rights and ~ 

duties. 2 not of the armed forces. 3 politely 
helpful: Can’t you be more ~? 

icivil de'fence, official protection of people 

and property during a war. 

;civil eengi'neering, the design and building 

of roads, railways, canals, docks, etc. 

;civil ‘law, law dealing with private rights of 

citizens, not with crime. 

civil 'marriage, without religious ceremony 

but recognized by law. 

icivil 'rights, rights of a citizen to political, 

racial, legal, social freedom or equality. 

civil 'servant, official in the Civil Service. 


civility /clasp 


the ,Civil 'Service, all government depart- 
ments except the Navy, Army and Air Force. 
civil-ly adv politely. 

ci-vil-ity /si'viloti/ n (formal) 1 [U] politeness. 
2 (pl) polite acts. 

ci-vil-tan /si'vilion/ п [С], adj (person) not 
serving with the armed forces: [и modern wars 
~s as well as soldiers are killed. 

civi-li-za-tion (also -isation) /,s1vilai'zeifn 
US: -li'z-/ n 1 [U] civilizing or being civilized; 
state of being civilized: The ~ of mankind has 
taken thousands of years. 2 [С] system, stage 
of, social development: the ~s of ancient 
Egypt. 3 [U] civilized persons generally: acts 
that horrify ~. 

civi-lize (also -ise) /'sivilaiz/ vt 1 bring out of 
a Savage or ignorant state (by education, mor- 
al teaching, etc). 2 improve and educate. 

clack /klek/ vi, п [С] (make the) short, sharp 
sound of objects struck together. 

claim! /klemm/ 11 [С] act of claiming(1): His 
~ to own the house is invalid. 2 [С] sum of 
money demanded, eg under an insurance 
agreement: make/put т a ~ (for a refund). 3 
[9] right to ask for: You have no ~ on my 
sympathies. 4 [C] something claimed; land 
(esp in a gold-bearing region) given to a miner. 

claim? /kleim/ vit,vi 1 demand recognition of 
the fact that one is, owns or has a right to 
(something): He ~ed to be the owner of|~ed 
that he owned the land. claim damages, > 
damage. > also bonus. 2 Jay claim to, (a) 
demand as a right: lay ~ to your father’s land. 
(b) say that something is a fact: He ~ed to be 
the best tennis player in the school. 3 (of things) 
need; deserve: There are several matters that~ 
my attention. 

claim-ant 'klermont/ и [C] person who 
makes a claim, esp in law. 

clair-voy-ance /klea'vorens/ п [U] abnor: 
mal power of seeing in the mind what is hap- 
pening or what exists beyond the normal 


range of the senses. 
clair-voy-ant /-ant/, person with such 
power. 


clam /klem/ п [С] large shellfish, with a shell 
in two halves, used for food. 

clam-ber /'klambo(r)/ vi climb with diffi- 
culty, using the hands and feet: ~ up/over a 
май. о п [С] awkward or difficult climb. 

clammy /'kiem1/ adj (-ier, -iest) damp and 
sticky to the touch: hot, ~ hands. 

clam-our (US = clam-or) /'klema(r)/ п 
[C,U] loud confused noise or shout, esp of 
people complaining angrily or making a de- 
mand. о vi,vt make a clamour: The foolish 
people were ~ ing for war. 

clamp /klamp/ п [C] 1 appliance for holding 
things together tightly by means of a screw. 2 
band of iron, etc for strengthening or tighten- 
ing. O vt,vit puta clamp on; put in aclamp. 2 
clamp down (on), (informal) put pressure 
on or against (in order to stop something): 
They ~ed down on drug pushers. Hence, 
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iclamp-down и [С] 

clan /klen/ n [С] large family group, esp 
Scottish Highlanders. 

clan-des-tine /klzn'destin/ adj secret; done 
secretly; kept secret: a~ marriage. 

clang /klen/ vt,vi, п [С] (make a) loud ringing 
sound: The ~ of the firebell alarmed the vil- 
lage. 

clanger /'klena(r)/ п [С] drop a clanger, 
(informal) make an indiscreet remark. 

clank /klenk/ vt,vi, п [С] (таКе а) ringing 
sound (not so loud as a clang): prisoners ~ing 
their chains. 

clan-nish /'klenif/ adj showing family feel- 
ing; in the habit of supporting one another 
against outsiders. 

clap' /klep/ vt,vi (-pp-) 1 show approval, by 
striking the palms of the hands together; do 
this as a signal (eg to summon a waiter, etc): 
When the violinist finished the audience ~ped 
for five minutes. 2 strike or slap lightly with the 
open hand, usually in a friendly way: ~ some- 
body on the back. 3 put quickly or energetical- 
ly: ~ed in prison. clap eyes on sb, (infor- 
mal) ca.ch sight of: J haven’t ~ped eyes on him 
since 1960. о n 1 loud explosive noise (of 
thunder). 2 sound of the palms of the hands 
brought together. 

clap-ping /'klzpin/n[U] applause. 

claret /'klerat/ л [0] 1 (kind of) red table 
wine from Bordeaux. 2 its colour. 0 adj dark 
red. 

clar-ify /'klerifai/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) 1 make ог 
become clear or intelligible. 2 make (a liquid, 
etc) free from impurities. 

clari-fi-ca-tion /,klerifi'keifn/ и [U] being 
clarified. 

clari-net /,klzri'net/ п [С] musical woodwind 
instrument, with finger holes and keys. 
clari-net-tist, person who plays the clarinet. 

clar-ion /'klerion/ п [С] loud, shrill call to 
wake a person or excite activity. 

clar-ity /'klzroti/ и [U] clearness: 
thought. 

clash /kle/ vi,vt 1 make a loud, broken, con- 
fused noise (as when metal objects strike 
together): The cymbals ~ed. 2 come suddenly 
together; meet in conflict: The two armies ~ed 
outside the town. 3 (of events) interfere with 
each other because they are (to be) at the same 
time on the same date: J/?’s a pity the two con- 
certs ~, I want to go 10 both. 4 be in disagree- 
ment or at variance: / ~ed with him| We ~ed at 
the last meeting of the Council. The (colours of 
the) curtains ~ with (the colours of) the carpet. 
ой [С] 1 clashing noise. 2 disagreement; con- 
flict: a~ of views/colours. 

clasp /kla:sp US: klesp/ п [С] 1 device with 
two parts that fasten, used to keep together 
two things or two parts of one thing (eg the 
ends of a necklace or belt). 2 firm hold (with 
the fingers or arms). о vt,vi 1 hold tightly or 
closely: ~ed in each other’s arms; with his 
hands ~ed behind him. 2 fasten with.-a 


~ of 
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clasp(1). 

class /kla:s US: kles/ n 1 [С] group having 
qualities of the same kind; kind, sort or divi- 
sion: As anactor A is not in the same ~ as[with 
В, is not so good as В. 2 [Ч] structure in so- 
ciety of large groups of people, differing in 
their place in the system of social production. 
3 [C] (all persons in) one of these groups: work- 
ing and peasant ~es. 4 [C] group of persons 
taught together; their course of teaching. 5 [С] 
(US) group of pupils or students who enter 
school or college in the same year and leave 
together: the ~ of 1973. 6 [C] grade ог merit 
after examination: take a first-jsecond-~ de- 
gree. 7 [U] (informal) distinction; excellence; 
style: He’s a top ~ tennis player. There’s not 
much ~ about her. a vt place in a class(1): a 
ship ~ed Al. 
'‘class-mate, friend in the same class(4). 
'class-room, room where a class(4) 15 
taught. 
class-less adj without distinctions of 
class (2): Communism is a classless society. 

clas-sic /'klesik/ adj 1 of the highest quality; 
having a recognized high value or position. 2 
of the standard of ancient Greek and Latin 
literature, art and culture. 3 famous because 
of a long history: The Derby (horse-race) is a 
~ event. 4 (of fashion) traditional: а ~ suit. о 
п [С] 1 writer, artist, book, etc of the highest 
class: Milton is a ~~. ‘Robinson Crusoe’ isa~. 
2 ancient Greek or Latin writer. 3 (p/) the 
~s, (literature of the) ancient languages of 
Greece and Rome. 4 (p/) university course in 
the classics(3): He read ~s at Oxford. 5 clas- 
sic(3) event. 

clas-si-cal /'klesikl/ adj 1 in, of, the best 
(esp ancient Greek and Roman) art and lit- 
erature: а ~ education. 2 of proved value be- 
cause of having passed the test of time: ~ mus- 
ic, usually taking traditional form as a 
symphony, etc, eg of Mozart. © light?(6). 
clas-si-cally /-kli/ adv 

clas-si-cist /‘klesisist/ n [С] 1 follower of 
classic style. 2 classical scholar: Milton was a 
~. 

clas-si-fi-ca-tion /klesifi'kefn/ и 1 [9] 
classifying or being classified. 2 [C] group into 
which something is put. 

clas-sify /'klesifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 arrange 
in classes or groups. 2 put into a class(1): Ina 
library books are usually classified by subjects. 
clas-si-fied adj (a) arranged in classes(1): 
classified advertisements. (b) officially secret: 
classified informatign. 

clat-ter /'kizto(r)/ п [9] 1 long, continuous, 
resounding noise (as of hard things falling or 
knocking together): the ~ of cutlery. 2 noisy 
talk: The boys stopped their ~ when the teacher 
came into the classroom. © vi,vt make a clat- 
ter(1): Pots and pans were ~ ing in the kitchen. 

clause /klo:z/ п [С] 1 (gram) part of a sen- 
tence, with its own subject and predicate, esp 
one doing the work of a noun, adjective or ad- 


verb. 2 (/egal) complete paragraph in ап 
agreement, legal document, etc. 

claus-tro-pho-bia /,klo:stra'faubia/ п [U] 
abnormal fear of confined places (eg a lift). 

clavi-chord /'kleviks:d/ п [С] early stringed 
instrument with a keyboard, like the piano. 

clav-icle Кем КИ и [С] (anat) collar-bone. 

claw /klo:/ п [С] 1 one of the pointed nails on 
the feet of some animals and birds; foot with 
such nails. 2 pincers of a shellfish (eg a lob- 
ster). 3 instrument or device like a claw (eg a 
steel hook on a machine for lifting things). о у! 
get hold of, pull, scratch, with claws or hands. 

clay /klei/ n [0] 1 stiff, sticky earth that be- 
comes hard when baked. 2 material from 
which bricks, pots, earthenware, etc are made. 

clean! /kli:n/ adj (-er, -est) 1 free from dirt: 
~ hands. Wash it ~. 2 not yet used; fresh: Give 
mea~ Sheet of paper. 3 pure; innocent; free 
from indecency: а ~ joke. He has а ~ record, 
is not known to have done wrong. 4 even; 
regular; with a smooth edge or surface: A 
sharp knife makes а ~ сш. 5 having clean hab- 
its: a ~ waitress. 6 fit for food: ~/un~ ani- 
mals, those that are/are not considered fit for 
food (by religious custom). 7 thorough, com- 
plete. © sweep'(1).0 adv completely; entire- 
ly: Г ~ forgot about it. come clean, make а 
full confession. a n[U] (with a) cleaning: give it 
agood~. 
,;clean-'cut adj sharply outlined. 
;clean-'shaven adj with the hair of the face 
shaved off. 

clean? /kli:n/ vt,vi1 make clean (of dirt, etc): / 
must have this suit ~ed, sent to the dry- 
cleaner’s. & dry-clean. 2 (uses with adverbial 
particles and prepositions): 
clean down, clean by brushing or wiping: ~ 
down the walls. 
clean sb out, win or take all the money of. 
clean sth out, clean the inside of: /?t’s time 
you ~ed out your bedroom. 
clean up, make clean or tidy; put in order: 
You should always clean up after a picnic, col- 
lect litter, empty bottles, etc. clean sth up, 
(a) get rid of criminal and immoral elements, 
etc: The mayor has decided to ~ up the city, 
end corruption, etc. (b) (informal) win or take 
all the money. 

cleaner /'kli:na(r)/ 1 [С] 1 person or thing 
that cleans. 2 tool, machine, substance, etc for 
cleaning: send/take a suit to the (,dry-)'~s; a 
'yacuum-~. 

clean-ly' /'klenli/ adj (-ier, -iest) having 
clean habits; usually clean. 
clean-li-ness и [0] 

clean-ly? /'kli:nli/ adv exactly, sharply; neat- 
ly: He cut the cake~. 

cleanse /klenz/ vt make thoroughly clean or 
pure: ~ the heart of|from sin. 

clear’ /klio(r)/ adj (-er, -est) 1 easy to see 
(through): the ~ water of a mountain lake;a~ 
sk y/light. 2 free from guilt or blame: а ~ con- 
science. 3 (of sounds, etc) easily heard; dis- 


clear / cliff 


tinct; pure: the ~ note of abell. 4(of and to the 
mind) free from doubt or difficulty: /t was ~ 
(to everyone) that the war would not end quick- 
ly. make oneself/one’s meaning clear, 
make oneself understood. 5 free from ob- 
stacles, dangers, etc: /s the road ~? 6 con- 
fident; certain: Гат not ~ as to what you ex- 
pect me to do. 7 free: I wish I were ~ of debt. 8 
complete: for three ~ days; a~ profit of £5.0 
п [U] in the clear, free from suspicion, 
danger, etc. 
;clear-'headed, having good understand- 
ing. 
,;clear-'sighted, able to see, think, well. 
'cClear-way, (in GB) section of a main road 
on which vehicles must not stop or park. 

Clear? /klio(r)/ adv 1 easily heard, etc: speak 
loud and ~. 2 quite; completely: The prisoner 
got ~ away. 3 apart; without touching; at or 
to a distance: He jumped ten centimetres ~ of 
the Баг. & also steer. 
clear-ness n [U] state of being clear: the 
~ness of vision. 

clear? /klia(r)/ vt,vi 1 remove, get rid of, what 
is unwanted or unwelcome: ~ the streets of 
snow; ~ oneself (of a charge), prove one’s in- 
nocence. clear the air, © air'(1). clear 
one’s throat, eg by coughing. 2 get past or 
over without touching: Our car only just ~ed 
the gatepost. 3 make as a net gain or profit: ~ 
£50. 4 get (a ship or its cargo) free by doing 
what is necessary (signing papers, paying 
dues, etc) on entering or leaving a port: ~ 
goods through customs. 
5 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 
clear away, (a) take away, get rid of: ~ 
away the plates. (b) pass away: The clouds 
have ~ed away. 
clear off, (a) get rid of, make an end of: ~ 
off a debt. (b) (of unwanted persons) go away: 
This is 'my garden, 50 ~ off! 
clear out, (a) empty; make clear by taking 
out the contents of: ~ out a агат[а cupboard. 
(b) (informal) go away; leave: The police are 
after you, you'd better ~ ‘out! 
clear up. become clear: The weather/The sky 
is ~ing up. Clear sth up, (a) put in order; 
make tidy: Who’s going to ~ up the mess? (b) 
make clear; solve (a mystery, etc): ~ up a 
misunderstanding. 

clear-ance /'kliorans/ и [С] 1 clearing up, re- 
moving, making tidy. 2[C,U] free space; space 
between, for moving past: There is not much] 
not enough ~ for large lorries passing under 
this bridge. 

clear-cut /,klio 'kat/ adj (esp) easily under- 
stood and certain: a ,~-cut de'cision. 

clear-ing /‘kliorin/ п [С] open space from 
which trees have been cleared in a forest. 
'cClearing-house, office at which banks ех- 
change cheques, etc and settle accounts, the 
balance being paid in cash. 

clear-ly /'klioli/ adv 1 distinctly: speak/see ~. 
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2 (in answers) undoubtedly: ‘Was he mis- 
taken? “Сл. 

cleav-age /'kli:vid3/ п [С] 1 (direction of a) 
split or division. 2 (informa/) the cieft between 
a woman’s breasts. 

cleave /kli:v/ vt,vi (pt clove /klouv/, cleft 
/kleft/ or cleaved /kli:vd/, pp cleft or cloven 
/'klauvn/) 1 cut into two (with a blow froma 
heavy axe, etc); come apart: ~ a block of wood 
in two. 2 make by cutting: cleaving one’s way 
through the crowd/the jungle. in a cleft 
stick, (fig) ша dilemma. 
cleft ‘palate, division in the roof of the 
mouth from birth. 

clef /kief/ п [С] musical symbol placed at the 
beginning of a stave to show the pitch of the 
notes. 

cleft /kleft/ > cleave. 

clema+-tis /'klematis/ п [U] (kinds of) climb- 
ing plant with clusters of white, yellow or 
purple flowers. 

clem-ency /'klemons:/ п [U] 1 mercy. 2 
mildness (of temper or weather). 

clem-ent /'klemoant/ adj 1 showing mercy. 2 
(of the weather, a person’s temper) mild. 

clench /klentf/ vt 1 press or clasp firmly 
together: ~ one’s teeth; a~ed fist. 

clergy /‘kls:d31/ п р/ persons ordained as 
priests or ministers of the Christian Church. 
'clergy-man, (not a bishop) ordained minis- 
ter, esp of the Church of England. 

cleric /'klerik/[C] = clergyman. 

cleri-cal /'klerikl/ adj 1 of the clergy: ~ 
dress; a~ collar. 2 of, for, made by, a clerk or 
clerks(1): a ~ error, one made in typing or 
writing. | 

clerk /kla:k US: klark/ п [С] 1 person ет- 
ployed in a bank, office, shop, etc to keep re- 
cords and accounts, copy letters, etc: a 'bank 
~. 2 officer in charge of records, etc: the C~ 
to the Council. 3 lay officer of the church with 
various duties: the parish~. 

clever /'kleva(r)/ adj (-er, -est) 1 quick in 
learning and understanding things; skilful: 
He’s ~ at arithmetic/at making excuses. 2 (of 
things done) showing ability and skill: a ~ 
speech|book. ; 
clever-ly adv 
clever-nessn[U] 

cliché /'kli:fer US: kli:'fe1/ п [С] expression 
that is or has been used too much (and 15 now 
out-dated). 

click! /klik/ vi, п [С] (make a) short, light 
sound (like that of a key turning т a lock): The 
door ~ed shut. 

Click? /klik/ vi (s/) (of two persons) become 
friends easily. 

cli-ent /'klaront/ п [С] 1 person who gets help 
or advice from a lawyer or any professional 
man: a successful lawyer with hundreds of ~s. 
2 customer (at a shop). 

cli-en-tele /,kli:an'tel/ п (no p/) customers: а 
large ~. His ~ is usually rich. 

cliff /klif/ п [С] steep face of rock, esp at the 
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edge of the sea. 
'cliff-hanger, episode in a story or contest 
with an uncertain end, leaving the reader or 
spectator in suspense. 

cli-mac-tic /klar'maektik/ adj forming a cli- 
max. 

cli-mate /‘klammit/ и [С] 1 weather condi- 
tions of a place or area; conditions of temper- 
ature, rainfall, wind, etc. 2 [C] area or region 
with certain weather conditions: A drier ~ 
would be good for her health. 3 current condi- 
tion: the political ~. 

cli-matic /klai'metik/ adj of climate. 
cli-mati-cally /-kli/ adv 

cli-max /'klaimeks/ п [С] (р! ~es) event, 
point, of greatest interest or intensity (eg in a 
story or drama): bring matters 10 а ~. в vt,vi 
bring or come to a climax. 

climb /klam/ vi,vi1 go or get up or down (а 
tree, wall, rope, mountain, etc). 2 (of aircraft) 
go higher. 3 rise by effort in social rank, posi- 
tion, etc. climb down, (fig) admit that one 
has been mistaken, unreasonable, etc. Hence, 
‘climb-down n [C]. 4 (of plants) grow up- 
wards. ап [С] instance of climbing. 
climber, (a) person who climbs. (b) climb- 
ing plant. 

clinch /klintf/ vt,vi1 settle (a bargain, an ar- 
gument) conclusively: That ~es the argument. 
2 make (a nail or rivet) fast by hammering (it) 
sideways. 3 put one or both arms round a per- 
son’s body: The boxers/lovers ~ed. a п [С] in- 
stance of clinching. 

cling /klin/ vi (pt,pp clung /klan/) hold tight; 
resist separation: ~ to a hope of being rescued. 
They clung together when the time came to 
part. She’s the ~ing sort, depends on others. 

clinic /'klinik/ n [С] 1 (part of a) hospital or 
institution where medical advice and treat- 
ment are given and where students are taught 
through observation of cases; teaching so 
given; class of students taught in this way. 2 
medical establishment for a specified purpose: 
an ,ante-'natal~. 
clini-cal /'klinikl/ adj 

clink! /klink/ vi,vt, я [С] (make the) sound of 
small bits of metal, glass, etc knocking to- 
gether: the ~ of keys/glasses. 

clink? /klink/ и [С] (50) prison: be in~. 

clip! /КИр/ я [С] (esp) wire or metal device for 
holding things (eg papers) together. o vt 
(-pp-) put or keep together with a clip: ~ pap- 
ers together. 
'clip-board, small, stiff board with a clip at 
the top for holding sheets of paper. 

clip? /klip/ vt (-pp-) 1 cut with scissors or 
shears; make short or neat: ~ a hedge. 2 (s/) 
hit or punch sharply: ~ him on the jaw. ап [С] 
1 instance of clipping. 2 smart blow: a ~ on 
the jaw. 
clip-ping, (esp) article, picture, cut from a 
newspaper, etc. 

clip-pers /'klipaz/ п р/ (also а pair of ~s) in- 
strument for clipping: 'hair-~s 


climactic /close 


clique /kli:k/ и [С] group of persons united by 
common interests. 
cliqu-ish /'kli:kif/ adj 

cloak /klouk/ n [С] 1 loose outer article of 
clothing, without sleeves. 2 (fig) something 
used to hide or keep secret: under the ~ of 
darkness. vt hide (thoughts, purposes, etc). 
'cCloak-room, place where coats, etc may be 
left (eg in a school, theatre). 

clob-ber /'kloba(r)/ vt (informal) hurt or af- 
fect badly; thoroughly defeat. 

clock /klpk/ п [С] instrument (not carried or 
worn like a watch) for measuring and showing 
the time. round the clock, all day and 
night. o vt,vi 1 do something (eg run a race) in 
a measured period of time: He ~ed 9-6 seconds 
for the 100 metres. 2 clock in/out; clock 
on/off, record the time of (eg the arrival and 
departure of workers). 
'cClock-face, surface of a clock showing 
figures marking the hours, etc. 
'cClock-tower, tall structure (forming part of 
a building, eg a church) with a clock high up 
on an outside wall. 
'cClock-wise/,anti-'clock-wise adv in the 
same direction/in the direction opposite to the 
movements of the hands of a clock. 
'clock-work, (used as an adjective) operated 
by wheels and springs like a clock: a ~work 
toy. like clockwork, without trouble: The 
meeting went like ~work. 

clod /klpd/ п [С] lump (of earth, etc). 

clog! /klog/ п [C] shoe with a wooden sole; 
shoe carved out of a block of wood. 

clog? /klog/ vt,vi (-gg-) 1 (cause to) be or be- 
come blocked with dirt, grease, etc so that 
movement, flow of liquid, etc is difficult or 
prevented. 2 (fig): Don’t ~ your memory with 
useless facts. 

clois-ter /'kloista(r)/ п [С] 1 covered walk, 
usually on the sides of an open courtyard, with 
a wall on the outer side and columns or arches 
on the inner side. 2 (life in a) convent or 
monastery. oO vf put in, live in, acloister(2). 

close’ /klous/ adj (-r, -st) 1 near (in space or 
time): fire a gun at ~ range. close at hand; 
close 'to/'by, near. 2 with little or no space 
in between: The soldiers advanced in ~ order, 
with little space between them. 3 strict; severe: 
be (kept) under ~ arrest. keep a close 
watch on, watch carefully. 4 thorough: On 
~r examination I found she had told the truth. 
5 intimate: a ~ friend|/friendship. 6 (of com- 
petitions, games, their results) in which the 
competitors are almost equal: a ~ contest|/ 
election. 7 (of the weather or air) uncomfor- 
tably heavy; (of a room, etc) having little fresh 
air. 8 hidden; secret; not in the habit of talking 
about one’s affairs: keep/lie ~ for a while, 
hide. о adv in a close manner; near together; 
tightly: stand/sit ~ against the wall; come ~r 
together. > closely below. 
iclose-'fitting adj fitting close (to the body, 
etc). 


close/cilumsy 


;close-'grained adj (of wood) having a grain 
in which the lines in the pattern made by 
‘growth are close together. 
;close-'question у! interrogate thoroughly. 
ee 'set adj set, placed, close Ween 
~-set 'eyes. 
‘close-up, (a) photograph taken near to an 
object, etc and showing it in large scale. (b) 
close view. 
close-ly adv in a close manner: listen ~ly. 
She ~ly resembles her mother. 
close-ness n[U] 

close? /klaus/ п [С] 1 grounds of a cathedral, 
abbey or school, usually with its buildings 
round it. 2 = cul-de-sac. 

close? /klouz/ vi,vi1 = shut: Jf you ~ your 
eyes, you can’t see. This box|The lid of this box 
doesn’t ~ properly. close one‘s eyes/ears 
to, > shut. 2 (not usually replaceable by 
shut) be, declare, be declared, not open: This 
road is ~d to heavy traffic. 3 bring or come to 
an end: ~ a discussion; the closing (= last) day 
jor applications. 4 bring or come together by 
making less space or fewer spaces between. 
5 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 
close down, (a) (of a factory, business, etc) 
stop production, shut completely. (b) (of a 
broadcasting station) stop transmitting: The 
‘time is just after midnight and we are now clos- 
ing down. Hence, 'close-down п 
close in, The days are closing in, getting 
shorter. close in on/upon, (a) cover on all 
sides: Darkness ~d in on us. (6) come near(er) 
and attack: The enemy ~d in оп из. 
‚Сюзеа 'shop, factory, profession or trade 
in which employment is open only to members 
of an approved trade union. 

close‘ /klauz/ п [U] 1 end (of a period. of 
time): towards the ~ of the century. 2 conclu- 
sion (of an activity, etc): (at) ~ of play, (crick- 
et) (at the) end of play for the day. 

closet /'klpzit/ и [С] 1 (now chiefly U.S) small 
room for storing things. > cupboard, store- 
room. 2 (old use) lavatory. 

clo-sure /'‘klauza(r)/ п [С] 1 act of closing 
(down): pit ~s. 2 (in Parliament) device to end 
debate by taking a vote on a question: apply 
the ~ to a debate. 

clot /klpt/ л [С] 1 semi-solid lump formed 
from liquid, esp blood. 2 (s/) idiot, fool. а vt, vi 
(-tt-) form into clots: ~ted cream. 

cloth /К!о0 US: klo:6/ п (pl ~s /klp@s US: 
klo:6s/) 1 [U] material made by weaving (cot- 
ton, wool, etc): three metres of ~. 2 [С] piece 
of this material for special purpose: a'dish~. 

clothe /kloud/ vt wear clothes; put clothes 
on, supply clothes for: He has to work hard in 
order to ~ his family. 

clothes /klou6z US: klauz/ п р/ coverings for 
a person’s body: 'baby-~; а '~-brush. т 
plain clothes, г> plain'(1). 
'bed-clothes, sheets, blankets, etc for or on 
a bed. 
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'cClothes-line, = washing-line. 
'clothes-peg, one used for fastening clothes 
toa washing- line. 

cloth-ing /'klavdin/ п [U] clothes: articles of 


cloud /klaud/ п 1 [C,U] (mass of) visible 
water vapour floating in the sky: The top of the 
mountain was hidden under ~. 2 [C] similar 
mass of smoke, etc in the air: a ~ of insects..3 
[C] vague patch on or in a liquid or a trans- 
parent object. 4 [С] something that causes un- 
happiness or fear: the ~s of war. under a 
cloud, under suspicion, in disgrace. п ур, 
become, make, indistinct (as) through cloud: 
The sky ~ed over, became cloudy. Her eyes 
were ~ed with tears. 
cloudy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) covered with 
clouds: a~y sky. (b) (esp of liquids) not clear. 

clove’ /klouv/ > cleave’ 

clove? /klouv/ п [С] dried, unopened flower- 
bud of a tropical tree, used as a spice. 

clove? /klauv/ п [С] one of the small, separate 
sections of some bulbs: а ~ of garlic. 

clo-ver /'klouva(r)/ п [9] low-growing plant 
with (usually) three leaves on each stalk. in 
clover, very happy. 
'clover-leaf, highway intersection with 
flyovers, etc in the form of a leaf of clover. 

clown /klaun/ п [С] 1 person (esp in a circus 
or pantomime) who makes a living by dressing 
up and doing foolish or funny things. 2 person 
acting like a clown. 3 rude, clumsy man. 0. vf 
behave like a clown: Stop all this ~ing! 

cloy /klo1/ vt,vi make or become distasteful or 
weary by too muth of something, sweetness, 
richness (of food, pleasure, etc): ~ed with 
pleasure. 

club’ /klab/ п [С] 1 heavy stick with one thick 
end, used as a weapon. 2 stick with a curved 
head for playing golf and hockey. а vt (-bb-) 
hit with a club: He had been ~bed to death. 
i;club-'foot, foot that is (from birth) thick 
and badly formed. Hence, ,club-'footed adj 

Club? /klab/ п 1 [C] one of the thirteen 
playing-cards with black leaf-like designs 
printed on it. 2 (p/) set of these cards. 

club? /klab/ п [С] 1 society of persons who 
pay money to provide themselves with sport, 
social entertainment, etc. 2 the rooms or 
building(s) used by such a society. с wi (-bb-) 
club together, join or act (together, with 
others) for a common purpose: The staff ~bed 
together to buy a present for the Manager. 

cluck /klak/ vi, n [С] (make the) noise made 
by a hen, eg when calling her chickens. 

clue /klu:/ п [С] fact, idea, etc that suggests а 
possible answer to a problem: Не hasn’ta~, 
(informal) is completely ignorant of, unable to 
understand or explain (what is in question). . 

clump’ /klamp/ п [С] group (of trees, shrubs 
or plants): growing in -~s. а vt plant in groups. 

clump? /klamp/ vi tread heavily and noisily: 
~ about, eg walk in heavy boots. 

clumsy /'klamzi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 ungrace- 
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ful in movement or construction; not well de- 
signed for its purpose: The ~ workman put his 
elbow through the window and broke it. 2 tact- 
less; unskilful: a ~ apology/remark. 
clumsily /-ali/ adv 
clum-si-ness n[U] 

clung /klan/ pt,pp of cling. 

clunk /klank/ vi, п [С] (make the) sound of 
heavy metals striking together. 

clus-ter /'klasta(r)/ п [С] 1 number of things 
of the same kind growing closely together: a~ 
of flowers/curls. 2 number of persons, ani- 
mals, objects, etc in a small, close group: a ~ 
of spectatorslislands; consonant ~s, (in 
phonetics, eg str in strong). о vi be in, form, a 
close group round. 

clutch!’ /klatS/ УГ, ур seize; (try to) take hold of 
tightly with the hand(s): He ~ed (at) the rope 
we threw to him. a п [С] 1 act of clutching. 2 
(esp in pl) control; power: He’s in his mother- 
in-law’s ~es. 3 device, eg a pedal, in a machine 
or engine for connecting and disconnecting 
working parts: let the ~ in/out. 

clutch? /klat{/ п [С] 1 set of eggs placed un- 
der a hen to hatch at one time. 2 number of 
chicks hatched from these. 

clut-ter /'klato(r)/ vt make untidy or con- 
fused: a desk ~ed up with papers.aon: ina~,in 
disorder or confusion. 

СО- /,kau/ prefix together, jointly, equally: co- 
author; co-education. 

coach! /koutS/ и [С] 1 (also 'motor-~) long- 
distance, single-decked bus: travel by ~; a 
'~-tour of Europe. 2(US = car) railway car- 
riage, often divided into compartments. 3 
four-wheeled carriage pulled by four or more 
horses, used to carry passengers and mail be- 
fore railways were built. 

coach? /koutf/ п [С] 1 teacher, esp one who 
gives private lessons to prepare students for a 
public examination. 2 person who trains ath- 
letes for contests: a'football ~. а vt,vi teach or 
train. 

co-agu-late /,kou'egjuleit/ vt,vi (of liquids) 
change to a thick and solid state, as blood does 
in air. 
co-agu-lation /,kou,zegju'leifn/ n[U] 

coal /kaul/ n 1 [U] black mineral that burns 
and supplies heat. 2 [С] piece of this material. 
'coal-face, part of a coal-seam from which 
coal is being cut. 
'coal-gas, the mixture of gases made from 
coal, used for lighting and heating. 
'coal-mine, mine from which coal is dug. 
'coal-scuttle, container for coal near a fire- 
side. 
'‘coal-seam, underground layer of coal. 
'coal-tar, thick, black, sticky substance pro- 
duced when coal-gas is made. 

co-alesce /|,koua'les/ vi come together and 
unite into one substance, group, etc. 
co-ales-cence /,kaua'lesns/ n[U] 

co-ali-tion /,kove'lifn/ п 1 [0] uniting. 2 [С] 
union of political parties for a special purpose: 


clung/cochlea 


a~ government; formaw~. 

coarse /ko:s/ adj (-r, -st) 1 (of RAS 
not fine and small; rough, lumpy: ~ sand/ 
sugar; ~ cloth; а ~ skin|complexion. 2 (of be- 
haviour, language, etc) vulgar; not delicate or 
refined. 3 (of food) inferior: ~ fish. 
coarse-ly adv 
coarse-ness и [0] 

coarsen /'ko:sn/ 
coarse. 

coast’ /koust/ и [С] seashore; land near it: 
There are many islands off the ~. the coast 
is/was clear, there is/was no one watching. 
'coast-guard, officer on police duty on the 
coast (to prevent or detect smuggling, report 
passing ships, etc). 

'coast-line, edge of the land esp when refer- 
ring to its shape: a rugged ~line. 

coast? /koust/ vi,vt 1 go in, sail, a ship along 
the coast. 2 ride or slide down a hill or slope 
without using power (eg without pedalling a 
bicycle). 

coastal /'koustl/ adj of the coast: ~ waters/ 
fishing. 

coat /kaut/ п [С] 1 outer article of clothing 
with sleeves, buttoned in the front. 2 covering 
like a coat, eg an animal’s hair or wool. 3 layer 
of paint or other substance put on a surface: 
The woodwork has had its final ~ of paint.a vt 
cover with a layer: furniture ~ed with dust/red 
paint. 

coat of 'arms, design used by a noble fam- 
ily, town, university, etc, eg ona shield. 
'coat-hanger, device on which clothes are 
hung in wardrobes, etc. 

coat-ing /'ksutin/ 1 [С] thin layer or cover- 
ing: two ~s of paint. 2 [0] cloth for 
coats(1,2). 

coax /koauks/ vt,vi 1 persuade a person or 
thing to act by kindness or patience: ~ a child 
to take its medicine; ~ a fire to burn. 2 get by 
coaxing: ~ а smile from the baby. 

cob /kpb/ п [С] 1 male swan. 2 strong short- 
legged horse for riding. 3 (also '~-nur) large 
kind of hazel-nut. 4 (also 'corn-~) inner part 
of an ear of maize on which the grain grows: 
cornon the ~. 

cobble’ /'kobl/ п [C] (also '~-stone) stone 
worn round and smooth by the water and 
used for paving. а vf pave with these stones: 
~d streets. 

cobble? /'kobl/ vt (dated) mend (shoes). 

cob-bler /'kpbla(r)/ я [С] (dated) = 
repairer. 

co-bra /'koubra/ п [С] poisonous snake of 
Asia and Africa. 

cob-web /'knbweb/ n [С] fine network or 
single thread made by a spider. 

co-caine /kou'kern/ л [0] product (from a 
shrub) used as a local anaesthetic, and also 
used by drug addicts. 

cochi-neal /,kotfi'ni:l/ n [0] bright red 
colouring-matter used in cooking. 

coch-lea /'kpklia/ п [С] (anat) spiral-shaped 


уу: make or become 


shoe- 


cock /cognate 


part of the inner ear. 

cock' /КокК/ п [С] 1 adult male chicken. 2 (in 
compounds) male of other kinds of bird: a 
‘реа; а ,~-'robin. 
'cock-crow, (а) cock’scry. (b) early dawn. 
'cock-fight, fight (form of gambling) be- 
tween specially bred and trained cocks. 

cock? /КоК/ п [С] 1 tap and spout for control- 
ling the flow of a liquid or a gas, eg from a 
pipe. 2 lever in a gun; position of this lever 
when it is raised and ready to be released by 
the trigger. go off at half cock, (fig) (of an 
event, etc) be organized, happen, without suc- 
cess because not fully prepared. 

cock? /kok/ vt 1 turn upwards, cause to be 
erect (showing attention, inquiry, defiance, 
etc): The horse ~ed its ears. 2 raise the cock of 
(a gun) ready for firing. & cock?(2). 3 (s/) 
make a mess of: They completely ~ed up the 
arrangements for our holiday. Hence, 'cock- 
ирл [С] (informal). 

cock-a-doodle-doo / Кок э ,du:dl 'du:/ п 
[С] (informal) imitation of a cock’s crow. 

cocka-too /КоКэНи:/ п [С] crested parrot. 

cocker /Коко(г)/ п [С] (usually ,~-'spaniel) 
breed of spaniel. 

cock-erel /'kpokrol/[C] young cock'(1). 

cock-eyed /\Кок aid/ adj (s/) 1 squinting; 
crooked; turned or twisted to one side. 2 (fig) 
badly organised, ill-judged: a~ scheme. 

cockle /'kpk!/ и [С] edible shellfish; (also '~- 
shell) its shell. 

cock:-ney /'kokni/ adj, п [С] (characteristic 
of a) native, esp working-class, of London: a 
~ accent; ~ humour. 

cock-pit /'kokpit/ я [С] 1 compartment in a 
small aircraft for the pilot. 2 enclosed space 
for cock-fighting. 3 (fig) area where battles 
have often been fought: Belgium, the ~ of 
Europe. 

cock-roach /'kokroutf/ n [С] large, dark- 
brown insect that comes out at night in kit- 
chens and places where food is kept. 

cocks-comb /'kokskoum/ n [С] (esp) red 
crest of acock'(1). 

cock-sure /|,kok'fua(r)/ adj too sure or con- 
fident. 

cock-tail /'kokteil/ п [С] 1 mixed alcoholic 
drink, esp one taken before a meal. 2 mixture 
of fruit, fruit juices, small quantities of shell- 
fish, etc served as an appetizer. 
‘cocktail party, party held early in the even- 
ing where cocktails are served. 
‘cocktail stick, short, pointed one for hold- 
ing small pieces of fruit, meat etc. 

cocky /'kpki/ adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) = 
cocksure. 

со.соа /'ksukau/ п [U] powder of crushed 
cacao seeds; hot drink made from this with 
water or milk. 

coco-nut /'koukonat/ и [С] large seed (of 
the '~-pa/m) filled with milky juice and witha 
solid white lining and a hard shell. 

co-coon /ks'ku:n/ я [С] silky covering made 


108 


by a caterpillar to protect itself while it is a 
chrysalis, esp that of the silkworm. o vf 
protect (an aircraft, engine, car, etc) by cover- 
ing completely with a plastic material. 

cod /kod/ 1 [С] (p/ unchanged) (also '~ fish) 
large sea-fish. 2 [9] its flesh as food. 
,cod-liver ‘oil, used as a medicine. 

coddle /'kndl/ vt 1 treat with great care and 
tenderness: coddling a child because it is in poor 
health. 2 cook, eg eggs, in water just below 
boiling-point. 

code /koud/ п [С] 1 set of laws arranged in a 
system. 2 system of rules and principles that 
has been accepted by society or a class or 
group of people: a high moral ~. 3 system of 
numbers used for telephoning: What is the ~ 
for London? 4 system of signs, writing, etc 
used to write secret messages, eg in war: the 
Morse ~. break a code, discover how to in- 
terpret a code(4). 5 system of signs used to 
send cables or for a computer. с vt (also en- 
code /en'ksud/) put in a code(4). 

co-deine /'ksudi:n/ п [U] drug from opium 
used as a medicine. 

codi-fy /'koudifai/ vt (рг,рр -ied) put into the 
form of acode(1): ~ the laws. 

co-ed /Коо 'ed/ и [С] (informal) (student at a) 
co-educational school. 

co-edu-ca-tion /,kou jedzu'keifn/ и [0] 
education of boys and girls together. 
co-edu-ca-tional /-fanl/ adj 

co-erce /kau'3:s/ vt use force to make (a per- 
son) obedient, do something, etc. 
co-ercion /Кэо!з:[эп US: -3n/ п [U] coercing 
or being coerced; government by force. 
co-ercive /kau'3:siv/ adj of, using, coercion: 
coercive methods/measures. 

co-exist /,ksuig'zist/ vi exist at the same 
time. 
co-exist-ence /-tons/ п [U] (esp) peaceful 
existence of states with opposed political 
systems. 

cof-fee /'kpfi US: 'ko:fi/ п [С] kind of shrub 
with berries containing seeds (called beans) 
used for making a dark, bitter drink; [U] the 
powder (from the beans); [C,U] the drink. 
‘coffee bar, small café serving drinks and 
light refreshments. 
'coffee-pot, vessel for making or serving 
collee: 

cof-fer /'kpfa(r)/ п [С] (esp) large, strong box 
for holding money or valuables. 

cof-fin //Койп/ и [С] box for a dead person. 

cog /kpg/ п [С] one of a series of teeth on the 
rim of a wheel which transfers motion by lock- 
ing into the teeth of a similar wheel. 

co-gency /'kaudzensi/ п [U] force ог 
strength (of arguments). 

co-gent /'koudzent/ adj (of arguments) 
strong and convincing. 

cogi-tate /'kodziteit/ ур, УЕ meditate (the usu- 
al word). 

cognac /'konjek/n[U] French brandy. 

cog:nate /'kogneit/ adj 1 having the same 
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source of origin: Dutch is ~ with German. 2 
related: Physics and astronomy are ~ sciences. 
ой [С] word with the same origin as another. 

co-habit /kou'hebit/ vi (of an unmarried 
couple) live together and behave as, like, hus- 
band and wife. 
co-habi-ta-tion /kou,hebi'tei{n/ 1 [U] 

со.Пеге /ksu‘hia(r)/ vi 1 stick together; be or 
remain united. 2 (of arguments, etc) be consis- 
tent. 
co-her-ence, co-her-en-cy /-rans(i)/ и [U] 
co-her-ent /-rant/ adj 
co-her-ent-ly adv 

coil /koui/ vt,vi wind or twist into a continuous 
circular or spiral shape; curl round and round: 
The snake ~ed (itself) round the branch. о п [С] 
1 something coiled; a single turn of something 
coiled: the thick ~s of a python. 2 length of 
wire wound in a spiral to conduct electric cur- 
rent. 3 (informal) intra-uterine contraceptive 
device in the shape of a coil. 

coin /Кош/ и [СХ] (piece of) metal money: а 
small heap of ~(s). & toss(1). о vt 1 make 
(metal) into coins. be 'coining money, be 
earning money quickly or easily. 2 invent (esp 
anew word). 

coin-age /'koinid3/ п 1 [U] making coins; the 
coins made. 2[C] system of coins in use: a deci- 
mal ~. 3 [U] inventing (of a new word); [C] 
newly invented word. 

co-incide /,kouin'said/ vi 1 (of events) hap- 
pen at the same time; occupy the same period 
of time: His free time never ~d with hers. 2 (of 
ideas, etc) be in harmony or agreement: His 
tastes and habits ~ with those of his wife. 3 (of 
two or more objects) correspond in area and 
outline. 

co-inci-dence /,kou'insidans/ и [О] the con- 
dition of coinciding; [C] instance of this, hap- 
pening by chance: by acurious ~. 
co-inci-dent /-dant/ adj coinciding. 
co-inci-den-tal  /kou,insi'dentl/ adj of the 
nature of a, suggesting, coincidence. 

coke /Кэок/ п [U] substance that remains 
when gas has been taken out of coal, used as a 
fuel. o vf turn (coal) into coke. 

col /kpi/ n [С] depression or pass in a moun- 
tain range. 

col-an-der, cul-len-der /'kalonda(r)/ п 
[C] vessel with many small holes, used to drain 
off water from vegetables, etc in cooking. 

cold' /kould/ adj (-er, -est) 1 of low 
temperature, esp when compared with the hu- 
man body: ~ weather; a ~ wind; feel ~. have 
cold feet, be afraid or reluctant. throw 
cold water on sth, be discouraging about 
it. (kill sb) in cold blocd; make one’s 
'bloed run cold, ‘> blood. 2 (fig) unkind; 
unfriendly: a ~ greeting/welcome. 3 (of col- 
ours) suggesting cold, eg grey and blue. 
icold-'blooded adj (a) having blood that 
varies with the temperature (eg fish, reptiles). 
(b) (fig) of persons, their actions) without 
emotion. 


cohabit/collar 


cold comfort, poor consolation. 
‘cold cream, ointment for cleansing and 
softening the skin. 
cold 'front, © front(5). 
;cold-'hearted adj without sympathy; indif- 
ferent. 
,;cold 'meat, meat that has been cooked and 
cooled. 
cold snap, short period of cold weather. 
;cold-'shoulder, п give sb the cold- 
shoulder, ignore him. с vt refuse (rudely) to 
pay attention; ignore. 
‚со! 'sweat, perspiration because of fear: 
come out ina~ sweat. 
‚со! 'war, struggle for superiority using 
propaganda, economic measures, etc without 
actual fighting. 
cold-ness и [0] 

cold? /kauld/ п1 [U] relative absence of heat; 
low temperature (esp in the atmosphere): Не 
was shivering with ~. He disliked both the heat 
of summer and the ~ of winter. Don’t stay out- 
side in the ~, come indoors by the fire. (Note: 
often used with the.) (be left) out in the 
cold, (fig) (be) ignored or neglected. 2 [C,U] 
illness (catarrh) of the nose or throat: have a 
~; catch(a)~. 

col-lab-or-ate /ka'leboreit/ vi 1 work in 
partnership: ~ on writing biography. 2 col- 
laborate with, act treasonably, esp with 
enemy forces occupying one’s country. 
col-lab-or-ation /ka,leba'reifn/ и [U] collab- 
orating: working in collaboration with others. 
col-lab-or-ator /ko'leboreita(r)/, person 
who collaborates. 

col-lage /'kvla:3 US: ka'la:3/ п [С] picture 
made by an unusual combination of bits of 
paper, cloth, photographs, etc. 

col-lapse /ko'leps/ vi,vt 1 fall down or in; 
come or break to pieces suddenly: The roof ~d 
under the weight of the snow. 2 lose physical 
strength, courage, mental powers, etc: Jf you 
work too hard you may ~. Our plans will ~ un- 
less we get more help. 3 (of apparatus, eg a 
chair) close or fold up. on[C]1 collapsing: the 
~ of a table/tent/tower. 2 (fig): the ~ of their 
plans/hopes; suffer anervous ~. 
col-laps-ible, -аЫе /-abl/ adj that can be 
collapsed(3) (for packing, etc): a collapsible 
chair. 

col-lar //Ко]5(г)/ я [C] 1 part of clothing that 
fits round the neck; turned-over neckband of a 
shirt, dress, etc. hot under the colffar, em- 
barrassed. © blue-collar; white-collar. 2 
band of leather, etc put round the neck of a 
dog, horse or other animal. 3 piece of meat 
from the neck of an animal, eaten as food. o vt 
1 seize (roughly) by the collar: The policeman 
~ed the thief. 2 (infermal) stop (a person): She 
~ed me in the street and asked me my name. 
'col-lar-bone, bone joining the shoulder and 
the breast bone. 
‘collar stud, small button-like device for 
fastening acollar toa shirt. 
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col-late /ka'leit/ vt make a careful compari- 
son between (manuscripts, books, etc) to note 
the differences: ~ a new edition with an earlier 
edition. 

col-lat-eral /ko'letaral/ adj 1 secondary or 
subordinate but from the same source: ~ 
evidence. 2 coming from a common ancestor 
but in a different line, ie through different sons 
or daughters. 

col-league /'koli:g/ п [К] person working 
with another or others: When he left the com- 
pany, his ~s bought hima present. 

col-ject' /'kvlekt/ n [С] short prayer of the 
Church of Rome or the Church of England, to 
be read on certain days. 

col-lect? /ko'lekt/ vt,vi 1 bring or gather 
together; get from a number of persons or 
places: Please ~ all the empty bottles and put 
them over here. 2 obtain specimens of (books, 
stamps, etc), eg as a hobby or in order to learn 
things: ~ foreign stamps. 3 come together: А 
crowd soon ~s when there’s an accident. 4 go 
and bring back: ~ a child from school. 5 gather 
together, recover control of (one’s thoughts, 
energies, oneself): Before you speak, you 
Should ~ your thoughts and ideas. 
col-lected adj (esp of a person) calm; not dis- 
tracted. 

coi-lec-tion /ko'lek{n/ 1 [U] collecting; [С] 
instance of this: How many ~s of letters are 
there every day? 2 [С] group of objects that 
have been collected and that belong together: 
a fine ~ of paintings. 3 heap of materials or 
objects that have come together: a ~ of dust/ 
rubbish. 4 [С] money collected (at a meeting, a 
Church service, etc). 

col-lec-tive /ka'lektiv/ adj of a group ог 
society (of persons, nations, etc) as a whole: ~ 
leadership, (emphasis on) government by a 
group rather than an individual. 
coilective noun, (gram) one that is singular 
in form but stands for many individuals, as 
cattle, crowd, audience: In ‘to catch fish, fish is 
a~ noun. 

col-iec-tor /ko'lekta(r)/ и [С] person who 
collects: a 'tax-~; a'ticket-~, eg ata railway 
station. 

col-lege /'kplid3/ п [С] 1 place for higher or 
professional education; group of teachers and 
students forming part of a university; their 
building(s): go to ~,; be at ~; "training ~s. 2 
union of persons with common purposes and 
privileges: the C~ of Surgeons, the C~ of Car- 
пай, who elect and advise the Pope. 

col-jie-giate /ko'li:dziot/ adj of or like a col- 
lege (student): ~ life. 

col-lide /ka'laid/ vi 1 come together violent- 
ly; meet and strike: As the bus came round the 
corner, it ~d with a van. The ships ~d in the 
fog. 2 be opposed; be in conflict: /f the aims of 
two countries ~, there may be war. 

col-lier /'kplio(r)/ п [С] 1 coalminer. 2 ship 
that carries coal as cargo. 

coi-liery /'koljari/ n [С] (р/ -ies) coalmine 
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(and the buildings, etc connected with it). 

col-li-sion /ka'lizn/ n [U] colliding; [С] in- 
stance of this: arailway ~. 

col-lo-cate /'kolokeit/ vi (of words) combine 
in a way characteristic of language: ‘Weak’ ~s 
with ‘tea’ (ie weak tea is acceptable) but ‘feeble’ 
does not (1е feeble tea is not good English). 
col-lo-cation /,kola'keifn/ n [C,U] coming 
together; collocating of words: ‘Strong tea’ 
and ‘heavy drinker’ are English collocations. 

col-loquial /ka'loukwial/ adj (of words, 
phrases, style) belonging to, suitable for, ordi- 
nary conversation; not formal or literary. 
col-loqui-ally /-ali/ adv 
col-loquial-ism /-izam/ n [С] colloquial 
word or phrase. 

col-lu-sion /ko'lu:3n/ и [U] secret agreement 
or understanding for a deceitful or fraudulent 
purpose: act in~ with a thief. 

co-lon! /'koulen/ п [С] lower and greater part 
of the large intestine. 

co-lon? /'kaulon/ и [С] punctuation mark (:) 
used in writing and printing. 

co-lonel /'ks:ni/ п [С] army officer above a 
major (and in US) commanding a regiment. 

co-lo-nial /ka'lounial/ adj 1 of a colony or 
colonies(1,2). 2 (esp US) in the style of archi- 
tecture in the British colonies in М America 
before and during the American Revolution. 
оп [С] inhabitant of a colony(1), esp one who 
helps or helped to found and develop it. 
co-lo-nial-ism /-1zam/ n [О] policy of having 
colonies(1) and keeping them dependent. 
co-lo-nial-ist, supporter of colonialism. 

col-on-ist /'kplonist/ и [С] pioneer settler in а 
colony(1). 

col-on-ize (also -ise) /'kolanaiz/ vt establish 
a colony; establish in a colony: The ancient 
Greeks ~d many parts of the Mediterranean. 
col-on-iz-ation (also -isation) /,koio- 
nai'zeifn US: -n1'z-/ п [0] 

col-on-nade /,kola'neid/ п [С] row of col- 
umns(1). 

col-ony /Ко|эпи/ и [С] (р/ -ies) 1 country or 
territory extensively settled by migrants from 
a mother country, and, for a time, controlled 
by it, eg (formerly) Australia. 2 country or 
territory ruled by and politically and econ- 
omically dependent on a foreign power. 3 
group of people from another country, or of 
people with the same trade, profession or occu- 
pation, living together: а ~ of artists. 4 num- 
ber of animals or plants, living or growing 
together: a ~ of ants. 

color (US) = colour. 

co-los:-sal /ka'lps!/ adj very large. 

co-los-sus /ka'ipsas/ и [С] (p/ -si /-sai/ or 
~es) 1 large statue (esp of a man). 2 large per- 
son or personification. 

col-our'’ (US = color) /'kala(r)/ n 1 [U] sen- 
sation produced in the eye by rays of decom- 
posed light: There isn’t enough ~ in the pic- 
ture; [С] effect produced by a ray of light of a 
particular wavelength, or by a mixture of 
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these: Red, blue and yellow are ~s. 2 [4] red- 
ness of the face: She has very little ~, has a 
pale face. be/feel/look off colour, (infor- 
mal) be/feel/look unwell. 3 (p/) materials used 
by artists; paint: 'water-~s. 4 (usually p/) ap- 
pearance: seen in her true ~s, as she really is. 5 
[U] (details of an event, description) giving 
evidence of thruth or reality: The bruises lent 
~ to his story of being attacked. г> \ocal со!- 
our. 6 (p/) ribbon, dress, cap, etc worn as a 
symbol of a party, a club, a school, etc: The 
jockey wears the owners ~s. 7 (pl) flag (of a 
ship); ensign or standard of a regiment: salute 
the ~s. come off with flying colours, 
make a great success of something. show 
one’s true colours, show what one is really 
like. 8 race or race-mixture other than Euro- 
pean. 

'colour-bar, social distinction between 
white and coloured races. 

'colour-blind adj unable to distinguish be- 
tween or to see certain colours. 

‘colour scheme, scheme for combination 
of colours in a design (eg decorating a room). 
col-our-ful adj full of colour; bright; gay; ex- 
citing: a~ful scene; leada ~ful life. 
col-our-less adj pale; dull: a ~/ess style; a 
~less existence. 

col-our? (US=color) /‘kala(r)/ vt,vi 1 give 
colour to; put colour on: ~ а wall green. 2 take 
on colour: The leaves have begun to ~, to turn 
yellow, brown, etc. 3 blush: The girl is so shy 
that she ~s whenever a man speaks to her. 4 
change or misrepresent in some way: News is 
often~ed. 

col-oured adj (a) having the colour speci- 
fied: 'cream-~ed; 'flesh-~wed. (b) C~d, (of 
persons) not wholly of white or European des- 
cent. 

col-our-ing, (esp) (a) style (often giving a 
false impression) in which something is des- 
cribed. (b) style in which an artist uses colour. 

colt! /kault/ п [С] young male horse up to the 
age of 4 ог 5. > filly. 

'colt-ish adj like a colt; frisky. 

colt? /koult/ и (US) (P) early type of revolver 
or pistol. 

col-umn /'kolom/ n [С] 1 tall, upright struc- 
ture, usually of stone, either supporting or 
decorating part of a building, or standing 
alone as a monument. 2 something shaped 
like or suggesting a column: а ~ of smoke; the 
spinal ~, the backbone. 3 vertical division of a 
printed page, (eg of this page or of a news- 
paper). 4 series of numbers arranged under 
one another: add up a long ~ of figures. 5 line 
of soldiers, ships etc one behind the other. 

coma /'ksuma/ п [С] in а coma, in an unnat- 
ural deep sleep usually from injury or illness. 

comb /Кэот/ п [C] 1 piece of metal, plastic, 
etc with teeth for making the hair tidy, keep- 
ing it in place, etc or as an ornament. 2 part of 
a machine with a look or purpose like a comb, 
esp for tidying and straightening wool, cotton, 
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etc for manufacture. © also honeycomb, 
cockscomb. п УЕ, 1 use a comb on (the hair). 
2 prepare (wool, etc) for manufacture using 
combs. 3 search thoroughly: The police ~ed 
the whole town in their efforts to find the mur- 
derer.4 comb out, (fig) take out (unwanted 
things, persons) from a group: ~ out a govern- 
ment department, get rid of officials who are 
not really needed. 

com-bat /‘kombeat/ п [С] fight; struggle. о 
vt,vi fight; struggle: ~ the enemy; a ship ~ing 
with the wind and waves. 

com:bat-ant /'kombotont/ adj fighting. ол 
[С] person who fights: In modern wars both ~s 
and non-~s are killed in nuclear attacks. 

com-bi-na-tion /,kombi'neif{n/ и 1 [U] join- 
ing or putting together; state of being joined: 
in ~ with. 2 [С] number of persons ог things 
that are joined: The college is supported bya~ 
of income from the government and fees from 
students. 3 (also ~-lock) formula, code, com- 
plicated arrangement, for the lock of a safe, 
etc: How did the thieves learn the ~? 

com-bine' /kom'bam/ vt,vi (cause to) join 
together; possess at the same time: We can’t 
always ~ work with pleasure. Hydrogen and 
oxygen ~/Hydrogen ~s with oxygen to form 
water. 

com-bine? /'kombain/ и [С] group of рег- 
sons, trading companies, etc joined for a pur- 
pose (such as controlling prices). 
;combine-'harvester, machine that both 
reaps and threshes (grain). 

com-bust-ible /kam'bastebl/ adj catching 
fire and burning easily. 

com-bus-tion /kom'bastfon/ и [U] process 
of burning; destruction by fire. 

come /kam/ vi (pi came /keim/, pp ~) (For 
uses with adverbial particles and prepositions, 
> 13 below). 1 move towards or nearer to, 
the speaker; arrive where the speaker is, was 
or will be: Are you coming to my party this 
evening? They came to a river. She ll ~ to the 
party with John. Не’5 ~ to get|~ for his book. 
The children came running to meet us. 2 move 
into, etc the place where the speaker is: C~ in 
out of the rain. Can you ~ out with me for a 
walk? The sunshine came streaming through the 
windows. 3 reach; rise or fall to (a particular 
level, figure, point): Your bill ~s to £20. When 
it ~s to helping his wife with the housework, 
John never grumbles. come to an agree- 
ment, agree. come into flower, begin to 
have flowers. come to a decision, decide. 
come to light, be revealed or discovered. 
come to one’s notice, ©} notice(3). 
come into view, appear. (Note: in phrases 
of this kind come indicates that the state or 
condition of the noun has been reached. For 
similar phrases, > the noun entries.) 4 come 
to sh (from sb), be left or willed: The farm 
came to him on his father’s death. 5 come toe 
$6, occur to, happen to: The idea came (= oc- 
curred) to him in his bath. 6 reach a point 
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where one sees, understands, etc: He came to 
realize that he was mistaken. 7 (used when ask- 
ing for an explanation or reason): How did you 
~ to find out where she’s living? Now thatI~ 
(= happen) to think of it... 8 occur; be found; 
have as its place: May ~s between April and 
June. 9 be; become; prove to be: The handle 
has ~ loose. come true, (of wishes, dreams) 
be realized. 10 (with adjectives prefixed with 
un-, showing undesirable conditions, etc) be; 
become: My shoelaces have ~ undone. 11 play 
the part of; behave, talk, etc as if one were (of- 
ten with the suggestion of overdoing some- 
thing): Don’t ~ the bully over me, Don’t (try 
to) bully me. 12 (used of the future): in years to 
~; the life to ~, life in the next world; for some 
time to ~, fora period of time in the future. 

13 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 

come about, happen: /t came about in this 
way... 

come across (sb/sth), find or meet by 
chance: / came across this old brooch т an 
antique shop. 

come along, (a) (imperative) try harder; 
make more effort: C~ along, someone must 
know the answer! (b) (imperative) hurry up; 
make haste: C~ along, we'll be late! (с) make 
progress; develop: The garden is coming along 
nicely. (d) appear; arrive: When the right op- 
portunity ~s along, he'll take it. 

come apart, fall to pieces: /t just came apart 
in my hands. 

come away (from), become detached: The 
light switch came away from the wall. 

come back, return; (of fashions) become 
popular again: Will pointed shoes ~ back? 
come back at, give in reply: He came back 
at me with some useful advice. come back 
(to one), return to the memory: Their names 
are all coming back to me now. Hence, 
'соте-БасКл (a) (eg of actors, politicians, 
athletes, etc) successful return to a former pos- 
ition: Can he stage а ~-back? (b) recompense 
(for a loss, etc): If you're not insured and you're 
burgled, yow ll have по ~-back. 

come before sb/sth, (a) be dealt with by: 
The complaint will come before the United Na- 
tions Assembly next week. (5) have 
precedence over: Baronets ~ before knights. 
come between, (a) interfere with a rela- 
tionship: /t is not advisable to ~ between aman 
and his wife. (b) prevent a person from hav- 
ing, doing, something: He never lets anything 
~ between him and his evening paper. 

come by sth, obtain by effort; become 
possessed of: Jobs were hard to~ by. 

come down, (a) collapse: The ceiling came 
down on our heads. (b) (of rain, snow, hail) 
fall: The rain came down heavily. (с) (of prices, 
temperature, etc) fall. come down in the 
world, lose social position; become poor. 
Hence, 'come-down п fall in social position: 
He has had to sell his house and furniture. What 
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a ~-down for him! come down in favour 
of/on the side of sb/sth, decide to sup- 
port: He came down on the side of the govern- 
ment. come down to, (a) reach to: Her hair 
~s down to her waist. (b) can be reduced to: 
Your choices in the matter ~ down to these. (c) 
(of traditions, etc) be handed down: legends 
that have ~ down to us, ie from our aneestors. 
come down to earth, return to reality: 
Now that his money has all been spent, he’s had 
to ~ down to earth. 

come forward, offer or present oneself: 
Will no one ~ forward as a candidate? 

come from, have as a birthplace, place of 
origin, etc: He ~s from Kent. 

come in, (a) (of the tide) rise: The tide is 
coming in. (b) become fashionable: When did 
miniskirts first ~ in? (с) be received as т- 
come, etc: There’s not much money coming in 
at present. come in handy/useful, happen 
to be useful, serve a purpose: Don’t throw it 
away; it may ~ in handy one day. come in 
on, join; take part in: /f you want to ~ in on the 
scheme, you must decide now. 

come of, (a) be descended from: She ~s of a 
good family. (b) be the result of: He promised 
his help, but I don’t think anything will ~ of it. 
come of age, > age'(1). 

come off (sth), (a) become detached or 
separated (from): A button has ~ off my coat. 
(b) fall (from): ~ off a horse/bicycle. (с) get 
down (from): C~ off that wall before you fall 
off (it). come off it, (informal) (imperative) 
stop pretending, or talking nonsense. come 
off, (a) take place: Did your holiday in Italy 
ever ~ off? (b) (of plans, attempts) succeed: 
The experiment did not ~ off. 

come on, (a) follow: You go first, ГИ ^ on 
later. (b) (used as a challenge): C~ on! Let's 
race to the bottom of the hill. (c) make pro- 
gress; develop: How’s your garden coming on? 
(d) (of rain, the seasons, night, illness, etc) 
start; arrive: He said he felt a cold coming on, 
beginning. (e) (of an actor) appear on the 
stage; (of a play) be performed: ‘Macbeth’ is 
coming on again next month. 

come out, (a) appear; become visible: The 
sun|stars came out. (b) become known: /f the 
truth ever ~s ош... (©) be published: When 
will his new book ~ ош? (9) (of workmen) 
strike: The car workers have all ~ out again. 
(e) (of details, etc in a photograph; of quali- 
ties) appear: You have ~ out well in that photo- 
graph, It is a good likeness. (f) (of stains, etc) 
be removed: These ink stains won't ~ ош. (g) 
(of dyes, etc) fade; disappear: Will the colour 
~ out if the material is washed? come out at, 
(of totals, averages, etc) amount to: The total 
~S out at 756, is 756. come out т, be (part- 
ly) covered in (pimples, a rash, etc): She’s ~ 
out in spots! come out with, say: He came 
out with a most extraordinary excuse. 

come over, (a) come from a distance: Won’ 
you ~ over to England for a holiday? (b) 
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change sides or opinions: He will never ~ over 
to our Side. 

come over sb, (of feelings, influences) take 
possession of: What has ~ over you? 

come round, (a) come by an indirect route: 
The road was blocked so we had to ~ round by 
the fields. (b) pay an informal visit to: Won’t 
you ~ round and see me some time? (с) occur 
again: Spring will soon ~ round, be here again. 
(d) change views, etc: He has ~ round, has 
accepted, agreed. (е) regain consciousness: 
Pour a jug of water on his face. He'll soon ~ 
round. 

come through, (a) recover from a serious 
illness or injury: With such a weak heart, he 
was lucky to~ through. & pull?(6). (b) arrive 
(by telephone, radio, etc): Listen; a message is 
Just coming through. (с) pass through official 
channels: Your posting has just ~ through: it’s 
Hong Kong! 

come о, = comeround(e). 

come under sth, (a) be in (a certain cat- 
egory, etc): What heading does this ~ under? 
(b) be subjected to: ~ under her по- 
tice/influence. > review n(1). 

come up, (a) (of seed, etc) show above the 
ground: The seeds/snowdrops haven't ~ up yet. 
(b) arise; be put forward: The question hasn't 
~ up yet. (с) occur; arise: We shall write to 
you if a vacancy ~s up. come up against, 
meet (difficulties, opposition). come up 
(to), (a) reach: The water came up to my 
waist. (b) equal: Your work has not ~ up tomy 
expectations. come up with, (a) draw level 
with: We came up with a party of hikers. (b) 
produce; find: ~ up with a solution. 

come upon, (a) attack by surprise; strike: 
the disaster that came upon them. Fear came 
upon us. (b) arrive at suddenly or by surprise: 
come upon a thief in the garden. 

com-edian /ka'mi:dion/ и [С] 1 actor who 
plays comic parts in plays, etc. 2 person who 
behaves in a comic way and who cannot be 
taken seriously. 

com-edienne /ka,mi:di'en US: ka'mi:dien/ 
п [С] female comedian. 

сот.еду /'kpmoedi/ 7 (p/ -ies) 1 [U] branch of 
drama that deals with everyday life and humo- 
rous events: He prefers ~ to tragedy. 2 [C] 
play for the theatre, ofa light, amusing kind. 3 
[C,U] amusing activity or incident in real life: 
There’s no ~ in modern war. 

comely /'kamli/ adj (-ier, -iest) (of a person) 
pleasant to look at. 

comet /'kpomit/ п [С] heavenly body (looking 
like a star with a bright centre and a less bright 
tail) that moves round the sun. 

com-fort /'kamfat/ 21 [U] state of being free 
from suffering, anxiety, pain. etc: living in 
great ~. 2 [U] help or kindness to a person 
who is suffering: a few words of ~. 3 [C] per- 
son or thing that brings relief or help: Your 
letters] You have been а great ~ 10 те. в vt give 
comfort to: ~ those who are in trouble. 
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com-fort-able /'kamftobl/ adj 1 giving 
comfort to the body: а ~ chair/bed. 2 having 
or providing comfort: a ~ life/income. 3 at 
ease; free from (too much) pain, anxiety, ес: 
to belfeel~. 

com-fort-ably /-abli/ adv in a comfortable 
manner: a car that can hold five people and 
their luggage comfortably. 

comic /'komik/ adj 1 causing people to 
laugh: a ~ song; intended to amuse. 2 of 
comedy: ~ opera. о п [С] 1 periodical with 
comic strips. 2 comedian. 

comic strip, series of drawings telling an 
amusing story. 

comi-cal /'komik!/ adj amusing; odd: a~ old 
hat. 

com-ing /'kamin/ я [С] arrival. о adj which is 
to come or which wall come: in the ~ years. 
;comings and ‘goings, arrivals and depar- 
tures. 

comma /'komoa/ и [С] punctuation mark (,) 
used to indicate a slight pause or break be- 
tween parts of a sentence. > also inverted 
commas. 

com-mand' /ko'ma:nd US: -'mend/ 7 1 [С] 
order: His ~s were quickly obeyed. 2 [Л] auth- 
ority; power (to control): General X is in ~ of 
the army. have/take command (of), 
have/take authority: When the major was 
killed, the senior captain took ~ (of the com- 
pany). 3 [С] part of an army, air force, etc un- 
der separate command: Bomber C~. 4 [Ц] 
possession and skill: He has a good ~ of the 
English language, is able to use it well. 

com-mand /ka'ma:nd US: -'mend/ vt,vi 1 
order (usually with the right to be obeyed): Do 
as I~ (you). The officer ~ed his men to fire. 2 
have authority over; be in control of: The cap- 
tain of a ship ~s all the officers and men. 3 be in 
a position to use; have at one’s service: He ~s 
great sums of money, 15 able to use them if he so 
wishes. 4 deserve and get: Great men ~ our re- 
spect. 5 (of a place) be in a position that over- 
looks (and may control): The fort ~s the road 
to the valley. 

com-mand-ing adj: the ~ing officer; in a 
~ ing tone|position. 

com-man-dant /,komon'dent/ я [С] officer 
in command of a fortress or other military 
establishment. 

com-man-deer /;komon'dio(r)/ vi seize 
(provisions, etc) for military purposes under 
martial law. 

com-man-der /ko'ma:nda(r) US: -'men-/ и 
[С] person in command: the ~ of the expedi- 
Поп; ~-in-'chief, commander of all the mili- 
tary forces of a State. 

com-mand-ment §/ko'ma:ndmont US: 
-'mend-/ п [С] divine command, esp one of the 
ten laws given by God to Moses. 

com-mando /Кэ'та:п4эо: US: -'men-/ и [С] 
{pl ~s or ~es) (member of a) body of men 
specially trained for carrying out raids and 
making assaults. 
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com-mem-or-ate /ka'memoreit/ vt keep or 
honour the memory of (a person or event); (of 
things) be in memory of: A monument was built 

tow the victory. 

com-mem-or-ation /ka,memo'reifn/ и 1 
[0] act of commemorating: in ~ of the victory. 
2 [С] (part of a) service in memory of a person 
or event. 

com-mem-or-ative /ka'memrativ US: 
-'memoareit-/ adj serving to commemorate: ~ 
stamps|medals. 

com-mence /ka'mens/ vt,vi (forma!) begin: 
start (the more usual words). 
com-mence-ment, beginning. 

com-mend /Кэнтепд/ vt (formal) praise; 
speak favourably of: His work was highly ~ed. 
com-mend.-able /-sb!/ adj worthy of praise. 

com-men-sur-ate /ka'menfarat/ adj in the 
right proportion: Was the pay you received ~ 
with the work you did? 

com-ment /'koment/ и [C,U] opinion given 
briefly in speech or writing about an event, or 
in explanation or criticism: Have you any ~s 
to make on my story? o vi give opinions: ~ on 
an essay. 

com-men-tary /‘komontri US: -tert/ я [С] 
(р! -ies) 1 collection of comments, eg on a 
‘book: a Bible ~. 2 series of continuous com- 
ments (on an event): a radio ~ on a football 
‘match. 

com-men-tate /'komoanteit/ vi commen- 
tate (on), giveacommentary. 
com-men-ta-tor /'komonteita(r)/, person 
who gives a radio or TV commentary or writes 
on an event, eg a horse-race. 

com-merce /'koms:s/ n [U] 1 trade (esp 
between countries). 2 the exchange and distri- 
bution of goods: a Chamber of C~. 

com-mer-cial /ko'ms3:Jl/ adj of commerce: 
~ banks. a п [С] advertisement inserted in a 
TV or radio programme. 

com, mercial 'radio/'television, financed 
by charges made for commercial advertising 
in programmes. 
;commercial 'travelier, travelling sales- 
man. 

commercial vehicle, van, lorry, etc for the 
transport of goods. 
com-mer-ci-ally /-э1/ adv 

com-miser-ate /ko'mizareit/ уг, уг feel, say 
that one feels, pity for: ~ (with) a friend on his 
misfortunes. 

com-miser-ation /ko,miza'reifn/ и [C,U] 
(expression of) pity or sympathy. 

com-mis-sion /ka'mifn/ 21 [U] the giving 
of authority to a person to act for another. 2 
[C] instance of this; action or piece of business 
that is done: He has 201 two ~s to design build- 
ings for a local authority. 3 [Ц] payment for 
selling goods, etc rising in proportion to the 
amount sold: He receives a ~ of 10 per cent on 
sales, as well as a salary, 4 [С] official paper 
signed by the Sovereign appointing an officer 
in the armed services: get/resign one’s ~. 6 [С] 


body of persons given the duty of making an 
inquiry and writing a report: A Royal C~ was 
set up to report on betting and gambling. out 
of commission, (fig) not working; not av- 
ailable. с v¢ give a commission to: ~ an arfist 
to paint a portrait. 

com-mis-sion.-aire /ko,mifa'nea(r)/ п [С] 
uniformed porter at the entrance to a cinema, 
hotel, large shop, etc. 

com-mis-sioner /ka'mifano(r)/ и [С] 1 
member of a commission(5), esp one with 
particular duties: the Civil Service C~s, who 
conduct the Civil Service examinations. 2 per- 
son who has been given a commission: a C~ 
for Oaths, solicitor (given commission by the 
Lord Chancellor) before whom documents 
are sworn on oath. 3 government representa- 
tive of high rank (as in a Commonwealth 
country): the British High C~ in Accra. 

com-mit /ks'mit/ уг (-tt-) 1 perform (а 
crime, etc): ~ murder|suicidelan offence. 2 
give up, hand over to, for guarding or treat- 
ment: ~ aman to prison, ~ a patient to a men- 
tal hospital. commit to memory, \earn by 
heart. 3 commit oneself (to...), make 
oneself responsible; undertake: He has ~ted 
himself to support his brother's children. 4 
pledge; bind (oneself): / won't ~ myself to 
anyone who is dishonest. > uncommitted. . 
com-mit-ment 7 [С] (esp) something to 
which one is committed(3,4): /f you have to 
pay your daughter's expenses and give your son 
£100 a year for clothes, you have quite a lot of 
~ments. 

com-mit-tee /ka'miti/ л [С] group of per- 
sons appointed (usually by a larger group) to 
attend to special business: to attend a ~ meet- 
ing; to be оп|5И on| chair the ~. 

com-mod.ity /ka'modat:/ и [С] (p/ -ies) use- 
ful thing, esp an article of trade: household 
commodities, eg pots and pans. 

com-mo-dore /'komoedo:(r)/ п [С] 1 naval! 
officer having rank above a captain and below 
a rear-admiral. 2 senior captain of a shipping 
line. 

com-mon! /'kpmon/ adj (-er, -est) 1 belong- 
ing to, used by, coming from, done by, affect- 
ing, all or nearly all members of a group or so- 
ciety: His wife is German but they have English 
as a~ language. 2 happening or found often 
and in many places; usual: a ~ experience. Is 
this word in ~ use? 3 ordinary or average, not 
of noble birth. 4 (of persons, their behaviour 
and possessions) of inferior quality or taste: 
speak with a ~ accent. 5 (maths) belonging to 
two or more quantities: ~ factor/multiple. 
;common ‘ground, (fig) agreed basis for 
argument т a dispute, etc. 
;common ‘knowledge, what is generally 
known: /t is ~ knowledge that you are dating 
Mary. 
;common ‘law, (in England) unwritten law 
from customs and earlier legal decisions. 
the Common ‘Market, (officially the 
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European Economic Community) economic, 
social and political union of some European 
countries with associate membership (for 
economic preferences) by other countries. 
‘common-room, sitting-room for teachers 
or for students in a college, school, etc. 
;common ‘sense, practical good sense from 
general experience of life, not by special study. 
com-mon-ly adv (a) usually: That very ~ly 
happens. Thomas, ~ly called Tom. (b) in a 
common(4) way: ~/y dressed. 

com-mon? /'kpman/ п 1 [С] area of unfenced 
grassland for all to use: Saturday afternoon 
cricket on the village ~. 2 in common, for or 
by all (of a group). have in common 
(with), share (with): They have nothing in~ 
with one another, have no similar interests, etc. 

com-moner /'komoana(r)/ и [С] one of the 
common people, not one of the nobility. 

com-mon-place /'komoenpleis/ adj ordi- 
nary or usual. 

Com-mons /'komanz/ м p/ the ~, (usually 
the ,House of '~) assembly of the British 
Parliament elected by the people. 

com-mon-wealth /'komonwelé/ п [С] 1 
body of people of a nation or state. 2 group of 
States (eg the C~ of Australia) associating 
politically. 3 the C~, free association of in- 
dependent states (formerly colonies and 
dominions of GB). 

com-mo-tion /ko'mauJfn/ n 1 [U] noisy con- 
fusion; excitement. 2 [C] instance of this; up- 
rising or disturbance: Уом’ге making a great~ 
about nothing. | 

com-mu-nal /'kpmjunl/ adj 1 of or for a 
community: ~ facilities. 2 for common use: ~ 
land/kitchens. 

com-mune! /‘komju:n/ и [С] 1 (in France, 
Belgium, Italy, Spain) smallest territorial dis- 
trict for purposes of administration, with a 
mayor and council. 2 organized group of 
people promoting local interests. 3 group of 
people living together and sharing property 
and responsibilities. 

com-mune? /ka'mju:n/ vi feel at one with; 
feel, be, in close touch with; talk with in an 
intimate way: communing with nature; friends 
communing together. 

com-muni-cable /koa'mju:nikabl/ adj (of 
ideas, illness, etc) that can be communicated 
or passed on. 

com-muni-cant /ko'mju:nikant/ и [С] 1 
person who (regularly) receives Holy Com- 
munion. 2 (formal) informer. 

com-muni-cate /ko'mju:nikeit/ v/,vi1 pass 
on (news, information, feelings, an illness, 
etc). 2 share or exchange (news, etc): We can 
~ with people in most parts of the world by tele- 
phone. 3 (of rooms, gardens, roads, etc) be 
connected (which is more usual): My garden 
~s with the garden next door by a gate. 

com-munt-ca-tion /ko,mju:nkefn/ и 1 
[U] the act of communicating: Among the deaf 
and dumb ~ is by means of the finger alphabet. 


common/companion 


2 [С] that which is communicated (eg news): 
This ~ is confidential. 3 [C,U] means of com- 
municating; roads, railways, telephone. or 
telegraph lines, radio and TV: All ~ with the 
north has been stopped by snowstorms. 

com-muni-cat-ive /ko'mju:nikotiv US: 
-Кешу/ adj ready and willing to talk and give 
information. 

com-mu-nion /ko'mju:nion/ n 1 [0] sharing 
in common; participation (with). 2 [U] ex- 
change of thought and feelings. 3 [С] group of 
persons with the same religious beliefs: We 
belong to the same ~. | 
Ноу Com'munion, (in the Christian 
Church) celebration of the Eucharist. 

com-muniqué /ko'mju:nikei/ n [С] official 
announcement, eg as issued to the press. 

com-mu-nism /'komjonizom/ и [9] 1 social 
and economic system in which the means of 
production are owned by the whole of a class- 
less society. 2 theory revealing the historical 
necessity for the revolutionary replacement of 
capitalism by communism and the creation of 
a communist society. 3 C~, political move- 
ment for the building of a communist society. 
communist /-ist/ п [С] C~, member of a 
Communist party. о adj of communism. 

com-mun.- ity /ko'mju:noti/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 
[С] the ~, the people living in one place, dis- 
trict or country, considered as a whole: work 
for the good of the ~. 2 [C] group of persons 
having the same religion, race, occupation, etc 
or with common interests: a ~ of monks; the 
Greek ~ in London. 3 [U] condition of shar- 
ing, having things in common, being alike in 
some мау: ~ of religion|interests. 
com'munity home, institution for young 
offenders. 

com-mute /ka'mju:t/ vi,vi 1 exchange one 
thing (esp one kind of payment) for another: 
~ а weekly pension for a single payment. 2 re- 
duce the severity of a punishment: ~ a death 
sentence (to one of life imprisonment). 3 travel 
regularly, eg by train or car, between one’s 
work т a town and one’s home in the country 
or suburbs. 
com-muter, person who commutes(3). 
com'muter belt, residential area outside a 
town or city to and from which commuters 
travel. 

com-pact' /‘kompekt/ и [С] agreement be- 
tween parties; contract; covenant. 

com-pact? /kom'pekt/ adj closely packed 
together; neatly fitted. o vt join firmly to- 
gether. 
com-pact-ly adv 
com-pact-ness n[U] 

com-pact? /‘kompekt/ n [С] small, flat con- 
tainer for face-powder. 

com-pan-ton /ksm'penion/ и [С] 1 person 
who goes with, ог 1s often or always with, an- 
other: my ~s on the trip. 2 person who shares 
in or has a similar interest in the work, 
pleasures, misfortunes, etc of another: He’s an 


companionway /competitive 


ехсейет! ~. 3 one of two things that go 
together; thing that matches another or 15 one 
of a pair: the ~ volume. 4 woman paid to keep 
another person company. 5 handbcok or 
reference book: the Gardener's C~. 
com-pan-ion-ship, state of being compan- 
ions: a ~ship of many years. 

com-pan-ion-way /kom'penionwei/ я [С] 
staircase from the deck of a ship to the saloon 
or cabins. 

com-pany /'kamponi/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [U] being 
together with another or others: / shall be glad 
of your ~ (= to have you with me) on the jour- 
ney. He came in ~ with (= together with) a 
group of boys. part company (with), (a) 
separate (and go in a different direction). (b) 
disagree: / must рат ~ with you on that point. 
2 [U] group of persons; number of guests: 
We’re expecting ~ (= guests, visitors) next 
week. 3 [Ч] persons with whom one spends 
one’s time: You may know a man by the ~ he 
keeps, judge his character by his friends. 4 [C] 
number of persons united for business or com- 
merce: a publishing ~. 5 [С] number of рег- 
sons working together: a theatrical ~. 6 [C] 
subdivision of an infantry battalion, com- 
manded by a captain or major. 

com-par-able /'komproabi/ adj that can be 
compared: His achievements are ~ with the 
best/to yours. 

com-para-tive /kom'peroativ/ adj 1 having 
to do with comparison or comparing: ~ reli- 
gion. 2 measured or judged by comparing: /iv- 
ing in ~ comfort, eg comfortabiy compared 
with others, or with one’s own life at an earlier 
period. 3 (gram) form of adjectives and ad- 
verbs expressing ‘more’, as in longer, worse, 
more likely, more prettily. в п [С] comparative 
form: ‘Better’ is the ~~ of ‘good. 
com.-para-tive-ly adv 

com-pare /kam'pea(r)/ vt,vi 1 examine, 
judge to what extent persons or things are 
similar or not similar: ~ two translations. 2 
point out the likeness or relation between: 
Poets have ~d sleep to death. 3 compare 
with, be able to be compared: He cannot ~ 
with Shakespeare. 4 (gram) make the compa- 
rative and superlative form (of adjectives and 
adverbs). 

com-pari-son /kom'perisn/ и 1 [U] by/in 
comparison (with), when compared 
(with): The tallest buildings in London are 
small in ~ with those of New York. 2 [С] act of 
comparing; instance of this: /t is often useful to 
make а ~ between two things. 3 be able to be 
compared favourably with: That’s a good dic- 
tionary, but it won’ t/can’t stand ~ with this. 4 
(gram) comparative and superlative position 
(of adjectives and adverbs), eg good, better, 
best. 

com-part-ment /kom'pa:tmont/ и [С] one 
of several separate divisions of a structure, esp 
of a railway carriage or coach: The first-class 
~sare in front. 
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com-pass /'kampas/ и [С] (p/ ~es) \ device 
with a needle that points to the magnetic 
north: the points of the ~ (N, NE, E, SE, S, 
etc). 2 similar device, eg a radio ~, for deter- 
mining direction. 3 (p/) (also a pair of ~es) V- 
shaped instrument with two arms joined by a 
hinge, used for drawing circles, measuring dis- 
tances on a map or chart, etc. 4 extent; range: 
outside the ~ ( = гапре) of her voice. 

com-pas:sion /kom'pefn/ п [U] pity; feel- 
ing for the sufferings of others, prompting one 
to give help: be filled with ~ for the refugees. 

com-pas:sion-ate  /kom'pxfanat/ adj 
showing or feeling compassion: The soldier 
was granted ~ leave, allowed to go home, eg 
because of personal problems. 

com-pat-ible /kom'pztabl/ adj (of ideas, 
arguments, principles, etc) suited to, in accord 
with, able to exist together with: driving a саг 
ata speed ~ with safety. 

com-.pat-ibly /-abli/ adv 

com-pa-triot /kom'pztriat US: -'peit-/ n [С] 
person born in or citizen of the same country 
as another. 

com-pel /kom'pel/ vs (-Il-) force (a person or 
thing to do something); get, bring about, by 
force: His conscience ~led him to confess. 

com-pen-sate /‘komponseit/ vt,vi make a 
suitable payment, give something, to make up 
(for loss, injury, etc): Nothing can ~ for the 
loss of one’s health. 

com-pen-sa-tion /,kompon'seifn/  [U,C] 
compensating; something given to compen- 
sate: He received £5000 in ~/by way of ~/as ~ 
for the loss of his right hand. 

com-pen-sa-tory = /kam'pensator: 
-to:r1/ adj compensating. 

com-pére /'kompeoa(r)/ п [С] (Fr) organizer 
of a cabaret or broadcast entertainment who 
introduces the performers, speakers, etc. а vt 
act as compere for. 

com-pete /kom'pi:t/ vi take part in a race, 
contest, examination, etc: to ~ against/with 
other countries in trade. 

com-pet-ence /'kompitens/ и 1 [U] being 
competent; ability: his ~ in handling money|to 
handle money. 2 (of a court, etc) legal capacity: 
business that is иийт/[Беуопа the ~ of the 
court. 

com-pet-ent /'kompitant/ adj 1 (of per- 
sons) having ability, power, authority, skill, 
knowledge, etc (to do what is needed): [5 Miss 
X ~ in her work/~ as а teacher|~ to teach 
French? 2 (of qualities) sufficient, adequate: 
Has shea~ knowledge of French? 
com-pet-ent-ly adv 

com-.-pe-ti-tion /,kompo'tif[n/ я 1 [U] com- 
peting; activity in which persons compete: At 
the Olympic Games our teams were in ~ (= 
were competing) with the best swimmers from 
all parts of the world. 2 [С] instance of compet- 
ing; contest; meeting(s) at which skill, 
strength, knowledge, etc is tested: chess ~s. 

com-peti-tive /kom'petativ/ adj in or for 


US. 
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which there 15 competition: We offer ~ prices, 
prices that are as good as those of other firms. 

com-peti-tor /kom'petita(r)/ п [С] person, 
firm, product, etc that competes. 

com-.pi-la-tion /Котр!еЦп/ и [U] compi- 
iing: [С] thing that is compiled. 

com-pile /kom'pail/ vt collect (information) 
and arrange (in a book, list, report, etc): ~ a 
dictionary. 
сот.рйег, person who compiles (a list, a 
dictionary, etc). 

сот.р!а.сепсе /kam'pleisons/ n [U] self- 
satisfaction; feeling of personal contentment. 
com-pla-cency /-sonsi/1|U] 

com-placent /kom'pleisant/ adj pleased 
with oneself or one’s ability (usually in an an- 
noying way): witha ~ smile/air. 
com-pia-cent-ly adv 

com-plain /kom'plein/ vi say that one is not 
satisfied, that something 1$ wrong, that one is 
suffering: We have nothing to ~ of|about. 

com-plain-ant /kom'plemoant/ и [С] (egal) 
person who makes a complaint in a law court. 

com-plaint /kom'pleint/ п 1 [9] complain- 
ing: Do you have good cause for ~? 2 [С] state- 
ment of, grounds for, dissatisfaction: Some 
children are full of ~s about their food. 3 [С] ill- 
ness; disease: a'heart/'liver ~. 

com-plais-ance  /kom'pleizans/ м [9] 
easy-going habit of mind; readiness and will- 
ingness to do what pleases others. 
com-piais-ant /-zant/ adj obliging; ready to 
please: a complaisant wife. 

com-ple-ment /'komplimont/ я [С] 1 that 
which makes something complete; the full 
number or quality needed. 2 (gram) word(s) 
esp adjectives and nouns, used after verbs such 
as be and become and qualifying the subject. o 
vt complete; be the complement to. 

com-ple-ment-ary /,kompli'mentri/ adj 
serving to complete: ~ volumes. 

com-plete' /kom'pli:t/ adj 1 having all its 
parts; whole: a ~ edition of Shakespeare’s 
plays. 2 finished; ended: When will the work be 
~? 3 thorough; in every way: [1 was a ~ sur- 
prise to me, | wasn’t expecting it and hadn’t 
even thought of it. 
com-plete-ly adv wholly; in every way: ~/y 
successful. 
com-plete-ness л [0] 

com-plete? /kam'pli:t/ vi finish; bring to an 
end; make perfect: [ need one more volume to 
~ my set of Dickens. 

com-ple-tion /kam'pli:{n/ п [0] act of com- 
pleting; state of being complete: You may 
occupy the house on ~ of contract, when the 
contract of sale has been completed. 

com-plex' /'‘kompleks US: |kom'pleks/ adj 
made up of closely connected parts; difficult 
to understand or explain: a ~ argument/ 
proposal|situation. 
com-plex-ity /kom'pieksati/ »[C,U] 

com:-plex? /'kompleks/ п [С] 1 number of 


different parts intricately related. 2 mental . 


competitor /composition 


state of obsessive concern or fear. > inferior- 
ity, superiority. 

com-plexion /ksm'plekJn/ п [С] 1 natural 
colour, appearance, etc of the skin, esp of the 
face: a good/dark/fair ~. 2 general character 
or aspect (of conduct, affairs, etc): This victory 
changed the ~ of the war. 

com-:pli-ance /kam'plarans/ и [U] action of 
complying: in ~ with your wishes, as you wish- 
(ed) us (to do). 

com-pli-ant /kom'plaiont/ adj ready to com- 
ply. 

com-pli-cate /‘komplikeit/ vt make com- 
plex; make difficult to do or understand: This 
~s matters. 
com-pli-cated adj made up of many (some- 
times confusing) parts: а ~d machine]business 
deal/explanation| personality. 

com-pli-ca-tion /,kompli'keifn/ и [С] state 
of being complex, confused, difficult; some- 
thing that adds new difficulties (eg of a person 
who ts ill): Here are further ~s to worry us. 
Shell survive if no further ~s set in. 

com:-plic-ity /kom'plisati/ п [0] taking part 
with another person (in doing wrong). 

com-pli-ment /‘komplimont/ n [С] 1 ex- 
pression of admiration, approval, etc, either 
in words or by action, eg by asking a person 
for his advice or opinions, or by imitating him. 
2 (pl) greetings: My ~s to your wife. a vi 
/‘kompliment/ express admiration, etc: / ~ed 
him оп his skill. 

com-pli-men-tary /,kompli'mentr US: 
-ter1/ adj 1 expressing admiration, praise, etc. 
2 given free, out of courtesy or kindness: a ~ 
ticket. 

com-ply /kom'plai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) act in 
accordance (with a request, command, a wish, 
etc): He refused to~w. 

com-po-nent /kam'poaunont/ adj helping to 
form (a complete thing): ~ parts; car~s.an 
[С] part of a larger or more complex object: 
the ~s of acamera. 

com-port /kam'po:t/ vt,vi (formal) 1 behave; 
conduct: ~ oneself with dignity. 2 suit, be in 
harmony with: His conduct did not ~ with his 
high position. 

com-pose /kam'pauz/ vt,vi 1 (of parts) 
make up: Our party was ~d of teachers, pupils 
and their parents. 2 put together (words, mus- 
ical notes, etc) in literary, musical, etc form: ~ 
а poemla songla speech. 3 (printing) set up 
(type) to form pages, etc. 4 get under control; 
calm: ~ one’s thoughts] feelings. 
com-posed adj with feelings under control. 
сот.розеЯу adv 

com-po-ser /ksam'pauza(r)/ п [С] (esp) per- 
son who composes music. 

com-pos-ite /'kompozit/ adj made up of dif- 
ferent parts or materials: a ~ illustration, 
made by putting together two or more draw- 
ings, etc. 

com-po-:si-tion /,kompo'zif{n/ 1 [U] act or 
art of composing, eg a piece of writing or 
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compos mentis /conceive 


music. 2 [С] that which is composed, eg a piece 
of music, an arrangement of objects to be 
painted or photographed. 3 [C] (esp) exercise 
in writing (eg by a person who is learning a 
language). 4 [0] the parts of which something 
is made up: Scientists study the ~ of the soil. 5 
[C] substance composed of more than one 
material, esp an artificial substance: ~ floors. 

com-pos men-tis /Котрэз 'mentis/ adj 
(Latin) sane: He’s not quite ~. 

com-post /'komppst/ п [U] prepared mix- 
ture, esp of rotted food, leaves, manure, etc 
for use as a fertiliser. с у! make into, treat 
with, compost. 

com-po-sure /koem'psuza(r)/ и [U] condi- 
поп of feeling calm: behave with ~. 

com-pound' /‘kompaund/ п, adj 1 [С] 
(thing) made up of two or more combined 
parts: Common salt is a ~ of sodium and 
chlorine. 2 (gram) (of a) word made up of two 
or more parts, themselves usually words, eg 
safety-pin. 

;compound ‘fracture, breaking of a bone 
with an open wound т the skin. 

;compound ‘interest, interest on capital 
and on accumulated interest. 

com-pound? /kom'paund/ vt,vi (formal) 1 
mix together: ~ a medicine. 2 settle (a quarrel, 
a debt) by mutual agreement. 3 agree terms: 
He ~ed with his creditors for a remission of 
what he owed. 4 add to, increase the serious- 
ness of (an offence or injury): That simply ~s 
the offence. 

com-pound? /'kompaund/ n [С] enclosed 
area with buildings, etc, eg a number of 
houses. 

com-pre-hend /,kompri'hend/ vi (formal) 1 
understand fully. 2 include; consist of. 

com-pre-hen-sible /,kompri'hensobl/ adj 
that can be understood fully: a book that is ~ 
only to specialists. 
com-pre-hen-si-bil-ity 
'biloti/ n[U] 

com-pre-hen-sion /,kompri‘henfn/ п 1 
[О] the mind’s act or power of understanding: 
The problem is above|beyond my ~. 2 [C,U] 
exercise aimed at improving or testing one’s 
understanding. 3 (formal) power of including: 
a term of wide ~, that has many meanings, 
uses, etc. 

com-pre-hen-sive /,komprithensiv/ adj 
that comprehends(2): а ~ description. вп [С] 
comprehensive school. 

;compre'hensive school, that provides all 
types of secondary education. 
comprehensive-ly аду 
com-pre-hen-sive-ness л [0] 

com-press’' /kom'pres/ уЁ 1 press, get into а 
small(er) space: ~ed air. 2 put (ideas, etc) into 
fewer words. 

com-press? /'kompres/ и [С] pad or cloth 
pressed on to part of the body (to stop bleed- 
ing, reduce fever, etc): acold/hot~. 

com-pres-sion /kom'prefn/ и [U] com- 
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pressing; being compressed. 

com-prise /kom'praiz/ vt be composed of 
have as parts or members: The committee ~s 
men of widely different views. 

com-pro-mise /'kompramaiz/.n [U] settle- 
ment of a dispute by which each side gives up 
something it has asked for; [C] instance of this; 
settlement reached in this way: A ~ was at last 
arrived at. в vt,vi 1 settle a dispute, etc, by 
making a compromise: if they agree ton. 2 
bring under suspicion by unwise action, etc: 
You will ~ yourself/vour reputation if you stay 
in that hotel. 3 risk the safety of: The battal- 
ion’s safety was ~d by the general s poor judge- 
ment. 

com-pul-sion /kom'palfin/ и [U] compelling 
or being compelled. 

com-pul-sive /kom'palsiv/ adj having a ten- 
dency or the power to compel; caused by an 
obsession: a~ eater/liar. 
com-pul-sive-ly adv 

com-pul-sory /kam'palsori/ adj that must 
be done; required: /5 Englisha~ subject? 
com-pul-sor-ily /kam'palsarali/ adv 

com-punc-tion /kom'pankJn/ n[U] uneasi- 
ness of conscience; feeling of regret for one’s 
action: She kept me waiting without the 
slightest ~. 

com-pu-ter /kom'pju:te(r)/ и [С] electronic 
device which stores information (data) on 
discs or magnetic tape, analyses it and 
produces further information as required. 
com-pu-ter-ize (also -ise) /-raiz/ vt store 
(information) with or in a computer; supply 
with a computer (system). 

com-rade /'komreid US: -ге4/ п [С] 1 trust- 
ed companion; loyal friend: ~s in arms, fellow 
soldiers. 2 fellow member of a trade union, a 
(left-wing) political party, etc. 
com-rade-ship /'komreidfip/ 7 

con- /Коп-, kan-/ prefix with, together: con- 
gregate. 

con-cave /'konkeiv/ adj (of an outline or sur- 
face) curved inwards like the inner surface of a 
bowl. 

con-cav-ity /,kon'kevoti/ n [U] concave 
condition; [С] (p/-ies) concave surface. 

con-ceal /kan'si:l/ vt hide; keep secret: He 
tried to ~ the truth from me. 
con-ceal-ment п [U] (state) of being con- 
cealed. 

con-cede /kon'si:d/ vt admit; grant: alow: 
conceding a point in an argument. We wowt~ 
any territory, allow another country to haveit. 

соп.сей /kon'si:t/ п [U] too high opinion of, 
too much pride in, oneself or one’s abilities, 
etc: He’s full of~. 
con-ceited adj 
con-ceited.-ly adv 

con-ceiv-able /kan'si:vabl/ adj that can be 
thought of or believed: /t is hardly ~ (10 те) 
that... 
con-ceiv-ably /-abli/ adv 

con-ceive /kon'si:v/ vt,vi 1 form (an idea, 
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‘plan, etc) in the mind: Who first ~d the idea of 
the wheel? 2 (of a woman) become pregnant: 
^ achild. 

con-cen-trate /'konsontreit/ уг, уг 1 bring 
or come together in one place: to ~ soldiers in 
a town. 2 keep one’s attention on: You'll solve 
the problem if you ~ on it. 3 increase the 
strength of (a solution) by reducing its volume 
(eg by boiling it). a n[C] product made Бу con- 
centrating(3). 
con-cen-trated adj (a) intense: ~d hate. 
(b) increased in strength or value by evapora- 
tion of liquid: ~d orange-juice. 

con-cen-tra-tion /,konson'treifn/ и 1 [С] 
that which 1$ concentrated: ~s of enemy 
troops. 2 [Ч] concentrating or being concen- 
trated: a book that requires great ~, great at- 
tention. 

,concen'tration camp, place where civi- 
lian political prisoners are brought together. 

con-cen-tric /kon'sentrik/ adj (of circles) 
having acommon centre. 

con.-cept /'konsept/ п [С] idea; invention: the 
~ of evolution. 

con-cep-tion /kan'sepfn/ n 1 (U] conceiving 
of an idea or plan; [C] idea or plan that takes 
shape in the mind: A good novelist needs great 
powers of ~. 2conceiving(2). 

con-cern' /kon'ss:n/ п 1 [С] relation or con- 
nection; something in which one is interested 
or which is important: /г’5 no ~ of mine/It’s of 
по ~ to me,, [ have nothing to do with it. 2 [С] 
business or undertaking: The shop has now be- 

come a paying ~, is making profits. 3 [С] 
share: He has a ~ in the business, is a part- 
owner. 4 [Ч] anxiety: There is some cause for 
~. 

- con-cerned adj anxious: with а ~ed look. 

con-cern? /kan's3:n/ vt 1 have relation to; 
affect; be of importance to: Does this ~ me? 
50| As far as Гт ~ed..., So far as the matter 15 
important to me or affects me... 2 be busy 
with, interest oneself in: Гт ~d about/with 
child-psychology. 3 make unhappy or troubl- 
ed: We are all ~ed for|about her safety. 

con.-cern-ing prep = абои (4). 

con-.-cert /'konsat/ п 1 [С] musical entertain- 
ment, esp one given to an audience by players 
or singers. 2 [U] combination of voices or 
sounds: voices raisedin~. 

con-certed /kon'ss:tid/ adj planned, рег- 
formed, designed (by two or more together): 
tomakea~ effort. 

con-cer-tina /,konso'ti:na/ и [С] (р/ ~s) 
musical wind instrument held in the hands 
and played by pressing keys at each end. 

con-certo /kon'tfeateu/ п [С] (pl ~s) 
musical composition for one or more solo 
instruments supported by an orchestra: a 
рйапо —. 

con:-ces-sion /kon'sefn/ и 1 [0] conceding; 
[С] that which is conceded, esp after discus- 
sion, an argument, etc: As а ~ to public opin- 
ion, the Government reduced the tax on petrol. 


concentrate /concur 


2 [С] (esp) right given by owner(s) of land, or 
by a Government, to do something (eg take 
minerals from land): American oil ~s in the 
Middle East. 

con-cili-ate /kan'silieit/ vt win the support, 
goodwill or friendly feelings of; calm the anger 
of; soothe. 

con-cili-ation /kon,silieifn/ я [0] conciliat- 
ing or being conciliated: The dispute is being 
dealt with by a ~ board, a group of persons 
who arbitrate, etc. 

con.-cili-atory /kan'siliatri US: -to:r1/ adj 
tending or likely to conciliate: a~ act. 

con-cise /kon'sais/ adj (of a person, his 
speech or style, of writings, etc) giving much 
information in few words. 
con-cise-ly adv 
con.cise-ness n[(U] 

con-clave /'konkleiv/ я [С] private or secret 
meeting (eg of cardinals to elect a Pope). 

con.-clude /koan'klu:d/ vt,vi 1 come or bring 
to an end: Не ~d by saying that... 2 arrange; 
bring about: to ~ a treaty with... 3 arrive ata 
belief or opinion: The jury ~d, from the 
evidence, that Iwas not guilty. 

con.-clu-sion /kon'klu:3n/ 1 [С] 1 end: at the 
~ of his speech. in conclusion, lastly. 2 ar- 
rangement; decision; settlement: the ~ of a 
peace treaty. 3 belief or opinion which is the 
result of reasoning: to come to/reach the ~ 
that she is innocent. 

con-clus-ive /kon'klu:stv/ adj (of facts, 
evidence, etc) convincing; ending doubt: ~ 
evidence] proof of his guilt. 
con-clus-ive-ly аду 

con-coct /kan'kokt/ у! 1 prepare by mixing 
together: to ~ a new kind of soup. 2 invent (a 
story, an excuse, a plot fora novel, etc). 
con-coc-tion /kan'kokfn/ n [0] mixing; [С] 
mixture. 

con-cord /'koyko:d/ п [U] agreement or har- 
mony (between persons or things): live in ~ 
(with...). = [C]instance of this. 

con-cord-ance /kon'ks:dans/ n 1 [0] agree- 
ment. 2 [С] arrangement in ABC order of the 
important words used by an author or ina 
book: a Shakespeare ~. 

con-course /'konks:s/ я [С] 1 coming or 
moving together of things, persons, etc: an un- 
foreseen ~ of circumstances. 2 place where 
crowds come together. | 

con-crete /‘konkri:t/ adj 1 of material 
things; existing in material form; that can be 
touched, felt, etc: A lamp is ~ but light is ab- 
Stract. 2 definite; positive: ~ proposals] 
evidence] proof.an[U] building material made 
by mixing cement with sand, gravel, etc. а vt 
cover with concrete: ~ а read. 
‘concrete mixer, machine that makes con- 
crete. 

con-cu-bine /'konkjubain/ n [С] (in some 
countries, where polygamy is legal) lesser wife. 

con-cur /kan'k3:(r)/ vi (-rr-) (formal) 1 agree 
in opinion: / ~~ with the speaker in condemning 


concurrent /confederacy 


what has been done. 2 (of circumstances, etc) 
happen together: Everything ~red to produce 
a successful result. 
con-cur-rence /kan'karans US: -'karans/ и 
[U] agreement; coming together. 

con-cur-rent /kan'karant US: -'karant/ adj 
concurring; happening’ together;  co- 
operating. 
con-cur-rent-ly adv 

con-cuss /kan'kas/ vt injure (the brain) by 
concussion. 

con-cus:sion /kan'kafn/n[C,U] (an) injury 
or (a) violent shaking or shock (to the brain) 
(as caused by a blow, knock or fall). 

con-demn /kan'dem/ уг 1 say that a person 
is, or has done, wrong or that something is 
wrong or unfit for use: We all ~ cruelty to chil- 
dren. 2 (legal) give judgement against: ~ a 
murderer to life imprisonment. 3 force, send, 
appoint (to do something unwelcome or pain- 
ful): an unhappy housewife, ~ed to spend hours 
at the kitchen sink. 4 declare (smuggled goods, 
property, etc) to be forfeited: Merchant ships 
captured in war were often ~ed. 
con-dem-na-tion /,kondom'neifn/ 1 [U] 

con-den-sa-tion /,konden'seifn/ м 1 [U] 
condensing or being condensed: the ~ of 
steam to water. 2 [СЛ] (mass of) drops of 
liquid formed when vapour condenses: A 
cloud is a~ of vapour. 

con-dense /ksn'dens/ vi,vi 1 (of a liquid) 
(cause to) increase in density or strength, to 
become thicker: ~ed milk; (of a gas or vap- 
our) (cause to) change to a liquid; (of light) fo- 
cus; concentrate (by passing through a lens). 2 
put into fewer words: a~d report. 

con-den-ser §/kon'denso(r)/ п [С] 1 
apparatus for cooling vapour and condensing 
it to liquid. 2 apparatus for receiving and ac- 
cumulating static electricity. 

con-de-scend /,kondi'send/ vi 1 (agree to) 
do something, accept a position, etc that one’s 
rank, merits, abilities, etc do not require one 
to do: The Duke has graciously ~ed to open the 
new playing field. 2 lower oneself: He ~ed to 
trickery/to take bribes. 3 behave graciously, 
but in a way that shows one’s feeling of 
superiority: Mrs Hope doesn’t like being ~ed 
10. 
con-de-scend-ing adj 

con-di-ment /‘kondimont/ п [C,U] (formal) 
= seasoning. 

con-di-tion' /kon'difn/ 21 [С] something on 
which another thing depends: Ability is one of 
the ~s of success in life. on condition that, 
only if; provided that: You can go on ~ that 
you come home early. 2 [U] the present state of 
things; quality, character of: The ~ of my 
health prevents me from working. He’s т по ~ 
to travel, is not well or strong enough. > 
must?(2). 3 (р) circumstances: under 
present|favourable ~s. 

con-di-tion? /kon'difn/ vt 1 determine; 
govern; regulate: My expenditure is ~ed by my 
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income. 2 bring into а desired state: We’/l nev- 
er ~ the workers to a willing acceptance of a 
wage freeze. 
con-di-tioned adj (a) subject to certain pro- 
visions or conditions; having a specified con- 
dition: 'air-~ed cinemas. (b) ina desired men- 
tal state through persuasion, force, etc: ~ed to 
feeling inferior. 

con-di-tional /kon'difonl/ adj depending 
on, containing, a condition. 
conditional clause, (gram) one beginning 
with ‘if or ‘unless’. 
con-di-tion-ally /-ali/ adv 

con-dol-ence /kan'daulans/ и [C] (usually 
pl) expression of sympathy: Please accept my 
~S. 

con-done /kan'dsaun/ vi 1 (of a person) over- 
look or forgive (an offence): ~ a child s behav- 
iour. 2 (of an act) make up for: generosity that 
~S his anger. 

con-duc-ive /kan'dju:siv US: -'du:s-/ adj 
helping to produce: Good heaith 15 ~ to happi- 
ness. 

con-duct' /'kondakt/ п [U] 1 moral behav- 
iour: good/bad ~. 2 manner of directing or 
managing affairs: People were not satisfied 
with the ~ of the war, the way in which the 
leaders were directing it. 

con-duct? /kon'dakt/ vi,vi 1 lead or guide: 
Mr Y ~ed the visitors round the museum. 2 
control; direct; manage: 10 ~ а meeting/ 
negotiations. 3 direct (an orchestra). 4 behave: 
He ~s himself well. 5 (of substances) allow 
(heat, electric current) to pass along or 
through: Copper ~s electricity. 
con-duc-tion /kon'dakfn/ п [Us trans- 
mission, eg of electric current along wires, of 
liquids through pipes, of heat by contact. 
con-duc-tive /kan'daktiv/ adj able to trans- 
mit (heat, electric current, etc). 

con-duc-tor /kan'dakta(r)/ м [С] 1 person 
who conducts esp a group of singers, a band, 
an orchestra. 2 person who collects fares on a 
bus or tram. 3 substance that conducts heat or 
electric current. 

con-duc-tress /ken'daktris/ я [С] woman 
conductor(2). 

cone /Кэоп/ я [С] 1 solid body which narrows 
to a point from a round, flat base. 2 something 
of this shape whether solid or hollow: an ice- 
cream ~. comic. 3 fruit of certain evergreen 
trees (fir, pine, cedar). > conifer. PEE 

con-fec-tion /КэпЧект/ и (formal) 1 [C] 
mixture of sweet things; sweet cake. 2[U] mix- 
ing; compounding. 
con-fec-tioner, person who makes and sells 
pastry, pies, cakes, etc. 
con-fec-tion-ery /kan'fekfann (5: -neri/ и 
(a) [U] sweets, chocolates, cakes, pies, pastry, 
etc. (b) [С] (р/ -ies) place, business, of a con- 
fectioner. 

con-fed-er-acy /kan'fedorasi/ п [C} (p/ -ies) 
union of states, parties or persons: the South- 
ern C~, the eleven States that separated from 
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the Union (US, 1860 —61) and brought about 
the American Civil War. 

con-fed-er-ate'’ /kon'fedorat/ adj joined 
together by an agreement or treaty: the C~ 
States of America. > confederacy above. an 
[С] 1 person or State joined with another or 
others. 2 accomplice (in a plot, etc). 

con-fed-er-ate’? /kan'fedareit/ vt,vi bring 
into or come into alliance. 

con-fed-er-ation /kon,fedo'reifn/ и (a) [U] 
confederating or being confederated. (b) [C] 
alliance; league. 

con-fer /kan'fs:(r)/ vt,vi (-rr-) 1 confer sth 
on/upon, give or grant (a degree, title, 
favour): The University ~red an honourary 
degree on the President. 2 consult or discuss: 
~ with one’s lawyer. 

con-fer-ment 7[C,U] 

con-fer-ence /'konfarans/ и (C,U] (meeting 
for) discussion; exchange of views: The Direc- 
tor isin~|isholdinga~. 

con-fess /kon'fes/ vt,vi 1 say or admit (that 
one has done wrong): He ~ed that he had 
stolen the money. I ~ to having a fear of spi- 
ders. 2 (esp in the RC Church) make known 
one’s sins to a priest; (of a priest) listen to a 
person doing this: ~ one’s sins. 
con-fess-ed-ly adv as confessed; by one’s 
own confession. 

con-fes-sion /kon'fefn/ 1 [U] confessing; 
[С] instance of this: The accused man made а 
full ~. She is a good Catholic and goes to ~ 
regularly. 2 [С] declaration (of religious be- 
liefs, or of principles of conduct, etc): a ~ of 
faith. 

con-fes-sional /kon'fefanl/ я [С] private 
place in a church where a priest sits to hear 
confessions. 

con-fes-sor /koen'fesa(r)/ п [С] priest who 
has authority to hear confessions. 

con-fetti /kon'feti/ п pi (used with a sing 
verb) small bits of coloured papér showered 
on people at weddings. etc. 

con-fi-dant /,konfi'dent/ n [С] person who 
is trusted with private affairs or secrets (esp 
about love affairs). 

con-fide /kon'faid/ vt,vi1 tell а secret; give to 
be looked after; give (a task or duty to a per- 
son): He ~d his troubles to a friend. 2 confide 
т, have trust or faith in: Can I ~ in his 
honesty? 

con-fid-ing adj truthful; trusting: She has a 
confiding nature. 

con-fi-dence /'konfidans/ п 1 [U] (act of) 
confiding in or to. in strict confidence, 
expecting something to be kept secret. 2 [C] 
secret, confidential information, which is con- 
fided го a person: The two girls sat in a corner 
exchanging ~s-about the young men they knew. 
3 (U] belief in oneself or others or in what is 
said, reported, etc; belief that one is right or 
that.one is able to perform: to have/lose ~ in 
oneselfjher. He answered the questions with ~. 
‚а vote. of confidence, an expression. of 


confederate /conformity 


support. 
‘confidence trick, theft by persuading a 
person to let one keep valuables as a sign of 
confidence. 
‘confidence trickster/man, person who 
steals in this way. 
con-fi-dent /'konfidant/ adj feeling or show- 
ing confidence; certain: He feels fairly ~ of 
passing|that he will pass the examination. 
con-fi-dent-ly adv 

con-fi-den-tial /,konfi'denfl/ adj 1 (to be 
kept) secret: ~ information. 2 having the con- 
fidence of another or others. 
con-fi-den-ti-ally /-Jali/ adv 

con-fine /kon'fain/ vt 1 keep or hold, restrict, 
within limits: Please ~ your remarks to the 
subject we are debating. 2 keep shut up: 5 it 
cruel to ~ а bird ina cage? 
con-fined adj (of space) limited; narrow; 
restricted. 
con-fine-ment 7 (a) [0] being confined; 
imprisonment: He was placed in ~ment. (b) 
[U] giving birth to a child; [C] instance of this. 

con-fines /'konfainz/ п p/ limits; borders; 
boundaries: beyond the ~ of human 
knowledge] this valley. 

con-firm /kon'fs:m/ vt 1 make (power, 
ownership, opinions, rights, feelings, etc) 
firmer or stronger; provide proof: The report 
of an earthquake in Greece has now been ~ed, 
We now know that the report was true. 2 
agree definitely to (a treaty, an appointment, 
etc). 3 admit to full membership of the Chris- 
tian Church: She was baptized when she was a 
month old and ~ed when she was thirteen. 
con-firmed adj (esp) unlikely to change or 
be changed: a ~ed invalid. 

con-fir-ma-tion /,konfa'meifn/ п [C,U] 
confirming or being confirmed (all senses): 
We are waiting for ~ of the news. 

con-fis-cate /'konfiskert/ vt (as punishment 
or in enforcing authority) take possession of 
(private property) without compensation or 
payment: /f you try to smuggie goods into the 
country, they could be ~d by the Customs 
authorities. 
con-fis-ca-tion /,konfi'ske:{n/ и [СЧ] 

con-flict' /Коп КУ п [C] 1 fight; struggle; 
quarrel: a bitter ~ between employers and 
workers. 2 (of opinions, desires, etc) opposi- 
tion; difference: the ~ between duty and desire. 

con-flict? /kan'flikt/ vi be in opposition or 
disagreement: His account of the war ~s with 
mine. They ~ (with each other). 
con-flict-ing adj: ~ing evidence/reports. 

con-form /kon'fo:m/ vi,vt 1 be in agreement 
with, comply with (generally accepted rules, 
standards, etc): You should ~ to the rules|to 
the wishes of others. 2 make similar to; adapt 
oneself to: ~ one’s life to certain principles. 

con-form-ist /kan'fo:mist/ я [С] person who 
conforms, eg to the customs of the Church of 
England. 

con-form-ity /kon'fo:mati/ 7 [U].1 action, 


confound /conjunctive 


behaviour, in agreement with what is usual, 
accepted or required by custom, etc: C~ 10 
fashion (= Having things of the latest 
fashions) is not essential to the happiness of all 
women. 2 agreement: Was his action in ~ with 
the law? 

con-found /kon'faund/ vz 1 fill with, throw 
into, confusion: His behaviour amazed and 
~ed her. 2 mix up, confuse (ideas, etc): Don’t 
~ excuses with reasons. 

con-front /kon'frant/ vt 1 bring, come, be 
face to face: When ~ed with the evidence of his 
guilt, he confessed at once. A soldier has to ~ 
danger. 

con-fron-ta-tion /'konfron'teifn/ п [C,U] 
(instance of) defiant opposition, of being face 
to face: the noisy ~ between the police and the 
demonstrators. 

con-fuse /kon'fju:z/ vt 1 put into disorder; 
mix up in the mind: They asked so many ques- 
tions that they ~d me|I got ~d. 2 mistake one 
thing for another: Don’t ~ a cheap racing bike 
with a well-made one. 
con-fus-ed-ly adv in a confused manner. 

con-fu-sion /kon'fju:3n/ n [U] being con- 
fused; disorder: His unexpected arrival threw 
everything into ~. There has been some ~; it 
was Mr Smythe who came, not Mr Smith. 

con-fute /kon'fju:t/ vt (formal) 1 prove (а 
person) to be wrong. 2 show (an argument) to 
be false. 

con-geal /kon'd3i:l/ vt,vi make or become 
stiff or solid (esp as the effect of cold, or of the 
air on blood). 

con-gen-ial /kan'd3i:nial/ adj 1 (of persons) 
having the same or a similar nature, common 
interests, etc: In this small village he found few 
persons ~ to him. 2 (of things, occupations, 
etc) in agreement with one’s tastes, nature: a 
~ climate; ~ work. 
con-gen-ially /-1ali/ ady 

con-geni-tal /kon'dzenitl/ adj (of diseases, 
etc) present, belonging to a person, from or 
before birth. 

con-ger eel /'kongoa(r) i:l/ п [С] ocean eel of 
large size. 

con-gested /kon'dzestid/ adj 1 too full; 
overcrowded: streets ~ with traffic. 2 (of parts 
of the body, eg the brain, the lungs) having an 
abnormal accumulation of blood. 

con-ges-tion /kon'dzestfan/ п [9] being 
congested: ~ of the lungs/of traffic in town. 

con-glom-er.-ate' /kan'glomarat/ adj, п [С] 
(made up of a) number of things or parts stuck 
together in a mass or ball (eg rock made up of 
small stones held together). 

con-glom-er-ate? _/kan'glomoreit/ 
collect into a mass. 

con-glom-er-ation /kon,glomo'reifn/ n 1 
[U] conglomerating or being conglomerated. 
2 [С] mass of conglomerated things. 

con-gratu-late /kon'gretfoleit/ vt 1 tell 
somebody that one is pleased about some- 
‘thing happy or fortunate that has happened to 
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(him): ~ him оп his marriage. 2 consider 
(oneself) fortunate: / ~d myself on my escape/ 
on having escaped unhurt. 
con-gratu-la-tory /kongretfu'leiteri US: 
-to:r1/ adj that congratulates: a congratulatory 
telegram. 

con-gratu-la-tion /kongretfo'leifn/ м [С] 
(usually p/) words that congratulate: C~s on 
passing the exam! Please give my heartiest ~s 
to her. 

con-gre-gate /'kongrigeit/ vi,v’ come or 
bring together: People were congregating 
round the speaker. 

con-gre-ga-tion /,kongri'geifn/ п 1 [U] 
congregating; [C] gathering of people. 2 (esp) 
body of people taking part in religious wor- 
ship. 
con-gre-ga-tional /-fonl/ adj of a congrega- 
tion(2). 

con-gress /'kongres US: -gris/ n 1 [С] meet- 
ing, series of meetings, of representatives (of 
societies, etc) for discussion: a medical ~. 2 
Cw, law-making body of US and some other 
republics in America; political party in India. 
‘con-gress-‘man/woman, member of 
Congress. 
con-gres-sional /kan'grefanl/ adj 

con-gru-ent /‘kongruant/ adj 1 suitable: 
agreeing (with). 2 having the same size and 
shape: ~ triangles. 

con-gru-ous /'kpngruas/ adj fitting: prop- 
er; harmonious (with). 

conic /'konik/ adj of acone: ~ sections. 

coni-cal /'konik!/ adj cone-shaped. 

coni-fer /'kpnifa(r)/ n [C,U] tree of the kind 
(eg pine, fir) that bears cones. 
co-nifer-ous /ka'nifaras/ adj 

con-jec-ture /kon'dzektfa(r)/ vi,vt (formal) 
guess; put forward an opinion formed without 
facts as proof: И was just as ]~d. оп [C,U] 
(formal) guess; guessing: / was right inmy ~s. 
con-jec-tural /kon'd3zektfaral/ adj involving. 
inclined to, conjecture. 

con-ju-gal /'kond3ugl/ adj (formal) of mar- 
riage and wedded life; of husband and wife: ~ 
happiness] infidelity. 
conjugal rights, right of sexual relation- 
ship with a husband or wife. 
con-ju-gally /-gli/ adv 

con-ju-gate //Копазоден/ vt (gram) 1 give 
the forms of a verb (for number, tense, etd). 2 
(of a verb) have these forms. 
con.ju-ga-tion /,kond3zu'geifn/ n (a) Ic, v) 
scheme or system of verb forms: Appendix 1 of 
this dictionary lists the ~s of irregular verbs. 
(b) [С] class of verbs conjugated alike. 

con-junc-tion /kan'dzankfn/ 21 [С] (gram) 
word that joins other words, clauses, etc, eg 
and, but, or. 2 [U] joining; state of being 
joined: the ~ of skill and imagination in plan- 
ning a garden. in conjunction with, 
together with. 3 [С] combination (of events, 
etc): an unusual ~ of circumstances. 

con-junc-tive /kon'dzanktiv/ adj serving to 
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join; connective. яя [©] = conjunction(1). 

con-junc-ture /kon'dzantfa(r)/ п [С] (for- 
mal) combination of events or circumstances. 

con.-jure /'kand30(r)/ у. Г 1 do clever tricks 
which appear magical: ~ a rabbit out of a hat. 
2 conjure up, (a) cause to appear as if from 
nothing, or as an image in the mind: conjuring 
up visions of the past. (Ъ) make (a spirit) to ap- 
pear by calling and encouraging: ~ up the spir- 
its of the dead. (с) (informa!) prepare (a meal): 
~ up a stew. 
con-jurer, con-juror /'kandzara(r)/, person 
who performs conjuring(1) tricks. 

con-nect /ka'nekt/ vt,vi1 join, be joined, (by 
things, by personal relationships, etc): The two 
towns are ~ed by arailway. Mr Smith has been 
~ed with this firm since 1950. If you ring the 
operator, he will ~ you (ie by telephone) with 
the airport. 2 think of (different things or per- 
sons) as being related to each other: to ~ 
Malaya with rubber and tin. — 

con-nec-tion /ko'nekfn/ 2 1 [C,U] connect- 
ing or being connected; point where two 
things are connected;, thing which connects: 
How long will the ~ of the new telephone take? 
How long will it take to connect the house by 
telephone? What is the ~ between the two 
ideas? 2 [С] train, boat, etc arranged to leave a 
station, port, etc soon after the arrival of an- 
other, so that passengers can change from one 
to the other: The train was late and I missed my 
~.3[C] number of customers, clients, ес: He 
started a business and soon had a good ~|good 
~s.4in connection with, concerning: The 
principal would like to see you in ~ with your 
examination fees. 

con-nect-ive /ka'nektiv/ adj serving to con- 
пес. a n [С] (esp) word that connects (eg a 
conjunction). ; 

con-nexion /ko'nek{n/ occasional GB spel- 
Нор for connection. 

con-nive /ks'natv/ vi connive at, take no 
notice of (what is wrong, what ought to be op- 
posed) (suggesting consent or approval): ~ at 
an escape from prison. 
con-niv-ance /-эп5/ п [0] conniving (at or in 
a crime): done with the connivance of{done in 
connivance with... 

con-nois-seur /,kono's3:(r)/ п [С] person 
with good judgement on matters in which (ar- 
tistic) taste is needed: а ~ offin painting/of 
wine. 

con-note /ka'naut/ vt (of words) suggest 
something in addition to the basic meaning: 
The word ‘Tropics’ 15 a geographical area; it 
also ~s heat. 
con-no-ta-tion /,kono'teifn/ я [С] that which 
is suggested: Be careful not to use slang words 
which have obscene ~s. 

con-quer /Копко(г)/ vt 1 defeat or overcome 
enemies, bad habits, etc. 2 take possession of 
by force: ~ а country. 
con-queror /-ra(r)/, person who conquers. 

con-quest /‘kogkwast/ n 1 [U] conquering 


conjuncture /consequent 


(eg a country and its people). 2 [С] something 
got by conquering: make a ~ (of), win the 
affections (of). 

con-science /‘konfans/ и [C,U] the con- 
sciousness within oneself of the choice one 
ought to make between right and wrong: have 
a clear/guilty ~. have no conscience 
(about), be as ready to do wrong as right. 
(have sth/sb) on one’s conscience, 
(feel) troubled about something one has done, 
or failed to do. © prick’. 
'сопзсепсе money, money paid because 
one has a guilty conscience. 

con:-scien-tious /,konfi'enfas/ adj 1 (of 
persons) guided by one’s sense of duty. 2 (of 
actions) done carefully and honestly: ~ work. 
conscientious objector, person who ob- 
jects to doing something (eg serving in the 
armed forces) because he thinks it is morally 
wrong. 
con-scien-tious-ly adv 
con-scien-tious-ness и [С] 

con-scious /'konfos/ adj awake; aware; 
knowing things because one is using the bodi- 
ly senses and mental powers: They were ~ of 
being|that they were being watched. 
con-scious-ly аду 

con-scious-ness /'konfasnis/ n [U] 1 be- 
ing conscious: We have no ~ during sleep. He 
didn’t recoverfregain ~ until two hours after 
the accident. 2 all the ideas, thoughts, feelings, 
wishes, intentions, recollections, of a person 
or persons: the moral ~ of a political party. 

con-script /kon'skript/ vt compel by law, 
summon, to serve in the armed forces: ~ed 
into the army. © draft'(4). a п /‘konskript/ 
{C] person who is conscripted. 
con-scrip-tion /kan'skripfn/ пл [U] con- 


- scripting; system, practice, taxation, confisca- 


tion, property (as a penalty or for war needs). 

con-se-crate /'konsikrest/ vt set apart as 
sacred or Гог a special purpose; make sacred: 
to ~ one’s life to the service of God to the relief 
of suffering. He was ~d Archbishop last year. 

con-se-cra-tion /КопзиКге [п/я [C,U] (in- 
stance of) being consecrated. 

con-secu-tive /kon'sekjutrv/ adj coming 
one after the other in regular order: / found a 
parking space on five ~ days. 
con-secu-tive-ly adv 

con-sen-sus /kan'sensas/ м [С] (р/ ~es) 
general agreement: а ~ of opinion. 

con-sent /koan'sent/ vi give agreement or per- 
mission: Anne’s father would not ~ to her 
marrying him. а я [0] agreement; permission: 
He was chosen leader by general ~, everyone 
agreed. > age of consent. 

con-se-quence /'konsikwans (5: -kwens/ 
n 1 [С] that which follows or is brought about 
as the result or effect: /f you behave so foolishly 
you must be ready to take the ~s, accept what 
happens as а result. 2 [U] importance: 1Г5 of 
now to me. 

con -se-quent /'konsikwont/ adj.(formal) 


consequential /consort 


following as a consequence: the rise in prices ~ 

on the failure of the crops. 

con-se-quent-ly adv therefore: / crashed the 

car and ~ly I must pay for the repairs. 
con-se-quen-tial /,konsi'kwenfl/ adj (for- 

mal) 1 = consequent. 2 (of a person) self- 


important. 
con-ser-va-tion = |,konso'veifn/ п [U] 
preservation; prevention of loss, waste, 


damage, etc: the ~ of forests/fuel. Energy ~ is 
a problem throughout the world. 

con-serva-tism /kan'ss:votizom/ п [U] ten- 
dency to maintain a state of affairs (esp in 
politics) without great or sudden change. 

con-serva-tive /kon'ss:vativ/ adj 1 op- 
posed to great or sudden change: Old people 
are usually more ~ than young people. 2 cau- 
tious; moderate: a ~ estimate of one’s future 
income. п п [С] 1 conservative(1) person. 2 
C~, member, supporter, of the Conservative 
Party. 
the Con'servative Party, (GB) one of the 
main political parties that serves bourgeois 
interests. 
con-serva-tive-ly adv 

con-serva-toire /kon'ss:vatwa:(r)/ и [С] 
(Fr) (in Europe) school of music or other arts. 

соп.5егуа-Фогу /ken's3:vatri1 US: -to:ri/ п 
[С] (pi -ies) 1 building, or part of a building, 
with glass walls and roof in which plants are 
protected from cold. 2 school of music or 
dramatic art. 

con-serve /kan's3:v/ vt keep from change, 
loss or destruction: ~ one’s strength/energies| 
health. о n(usually pl) jam (the usual word). 

con-sider /kon'sida(r)/ vt 1 think about: 
Please ~ my suggestion. We are ~ing going to 
Canada. 2 take into account; make allowances 
for: We must ~ the feelings of other people. all 
things considered, taking everything into 
account: We hoped to win the competition, but 
all things ~ed we did well to reach the final. 3 
be of the opinion; regard as: They ~ed them- 
selves very important. Do you ~ it wise to inter- 
fere? 

con:sider-able /kon'sidrabl/ adj great; 
much; important: bought at a~ expense. 

con-sider-ate /kon'sidorsat/ adj thoughtful 
(of the needs, etc of others): /t was ~ of you to 
bring me fiowers. 
con-sider-ate-ly adv 

con-sider-ation /kon,sido'reifn/ 1 [U] act 
of considering, thinking about: Please give the 
‘matter your careful ~. take sth into con- 
sideration, (esp) make allowances for: 
When marking the examination, I took Tom’s 
long illness into ~. under consideration, 
being discussed, thought about: Your request 
for permission to be absent on Friday is under 
~. 2 [U] quality of being considerate; 
thoughtful attention to the wishes, feelings, 
etc, of others: in ~ offout of ~ for his youth. 3 
[С] something which must be thought about; 
fact, thing, etc thought of as a reason: Time is 
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an important ~ in this case. 

con-sider-ing /kan'sidarin/ prep in view of; 
having regard to: She’s very active, ~ her age. 

con-sign /kan'sain/ vt 1 send (goods, etc) for 
delivery: The goods have been ~ed by rail. 2 
hand over, give up: ~ a child to its uncle’s саге. 
con-sign-ment n [U] consigning: [С] goods 
consigned. 

con-sist /kon'sist/ vil consist of, be made 
up of: The committee ~s of ten members. 2 
consist in, have as the chief or only element: 
The happiness of a country ~s in the freedom of 
its citizens. 

con-sist-ence /kon'sistons/ и = 
tency. 

con-sist-ency /kan'sistonsi/ и (р/-1е$) 1 [U] 
the state of always being the same in thought, 
behaviour, etc; keeping to the same principles: 
His actions show по ~. 2[C,U] degree of thick- 
ness, firmness or solidity (esp of a thick liquid, 
or of something mixed with a liquid): mix flour 
and milk to the right~. 

con-sist-ent /kon'sistont/ adj (of a person, 
his behaviour, principles, etc) having a regular 
pattern or style; in agreement (with): The ideas 
in his various speeches are not ~. What you say 
now isnot ~ with what you said iast week. 
con-sist-ent-ly adv: You have ~ly refused to 
listen to my advice. 

con-so-la-tion /,konso'leifn/ и 1 [U] con- 
soling or being consoled; something that 
consoles: a few words of/a letter of ~. 2 [С] 
circumstances or person that consoles: Your 
friendship has been a great ~ 10 те. 
;conso'lation prize, one given to а сот- 
petitor who has just missed the main prize. 

con-sola-tory /kon'splotri US: -to:n/ adj 
intended to give comfort: a ~ letter. 

con-sole’ /kon'saul/ vt give comfort or 
sympathy to: ~ him in his disappointment; 
consoling oneself with the thought that it might 
have been worse. 

con-sole? /‘kpnsaul/ и [С] 1. bracket to sup- 
port a shelf. 2 frame containing the key- 
boards, stops, etc of an organ. 3 panel for the 
controls of electronic or mechanical equip- 
ment. 

con-soli-date /kon'splideit/ vi,vi 1 make or 
become (more) solid or strong: ~ one’s 
position|influence. 2 unite or combine into 
one: ~ debts/business companies. The different 
States have been ~d into one federation. 

con-soli-da-tion /kon,spli'deifn/ и 1 [U] 
consolidating or being consolidated. 2 [C] in- 
stance of this. 

con-somme /Кэп'5оте!/ и [U} (Fr) clear, 
meat soup. 

con-son-ant /'konsonont/ и [С] speech 
sound produced by a complete or partial stop- 
page of the breath; letter of the alphabet or 
symbol (eg phonetic) for such a sound: 3, с, а, 
f, ete. 

con-sort' /'konso:t/ и [С] 1 husband or wife, 
esp of a ruler: the prince ~, the reigning ` 


consis- 
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queen’s husband. 2 ship sailing with another 
(esp for safety during a war). 

con-sort? /kan'so:t/ vi consort with, 1 
pass time in the company of: ~ with criminals. 
2 (formal) be in harmony, go well: His rude 
behaviour does not ~ with his beliefs. 

con-sort-ium /kon'so:tiam/ м [С] (pl -tia 
/-tio/) association of businesses, States, etc. 

con-spicu-ous /kon'spikjuss/ adj easily 
seen; attracting attention: ~ for his bravery. 
Traffic signs should be ~. make oneself 
conspicuous, attract attention by unusual 
behaviour, wearing unusual clothes, etc: He 
made himself ~ at the party by wearing silver 
boots. 
con-spicu-ous-ly adv 

con-spir-acy /kon'spiresi/ п (р/ -ies) 1 [U] 
act of conspiring. 2 [C] plan made by con- 
spiring: There were rumours of a ~ to over- 
throw the Government. 

con-spira-tor /kon'spirate(r)/ п [С] person 
who conspires. 
con-spira-tor-ial /kon,spira'to:rial/ adj of 
conspirators or aconspiracy: a ~ial manner. 

con-spire /kon'spaia(r)/ vi,vt 1 make secret 
plans (with others, esp to do wrong): conspir- 
ing with a friend to stealjagainst the teacher. 2 
(of events) act together; combine: events that 
~d to bring about his ruin. 

con-stable /'kanstobl US: Жоп-/ п [С] 
(dated) policeman (the usual word). 
chief constable, senior police officer. 
con-stabu-lary /kon'stebjulor: US: -ler/ п 
[С] (р! -ies) (dated) police force (the usual 
term). 

con-stancy /'konstonsi/ п [U] quality of be- 
ing firm, faithful, unchanging: ~ of purpose. 

con-stant /'konstont/ adj 1 going on all the 
time; frequently recurring: ~ complaints. 2 
(formal) firm; faithful; unchanging: a ~ 
friend. 
con-stant-ly adv continuously; frequently: 
She complains ~ly about the cold weather. 

con-stel-la-tion  /,konsto'lefn/ м [С] 
named group of fixed stars (eg the Great 
Bear). 

con-ster-na-tion /,konsto'neifn/ и [Ч] sur- 
prise and fear; dismay: News of the hijacking 
filledhim with~. 

con-sti-pate /‘konstipeit/ vt cause constipa- 

‚ tion. 
con-sti-pated /‘konstipeitid/ adj having 

' bowels that are emptied infrequently or only 
with difficulty. 

con-sti-pa-tion /,konsti'peifn/ п [9] diffi- 
cult or infrequent emptying of the bowels. 

con-stitu-ency /kon'stitfuensi/ и [C] (р/ 
-les) (body of voters living ш a) town or dis- 
trict that sends a representative to Parliament: 
a Liberal/marginal|safe ~. 

con-stitu-ent /kon'stitfuont/ т 1 having 
the power or right to make or alter a political 
constitution: a~ assembly. 2 forming or help- 
ing to make a whole: a ~ part. а п [С] 1 mem- 


consort /construe. 


ber of a constituency. 2 part (of something 
else): the ~s of happiness. 

con-sti-tute /‘konstitju:t US: -tu:t/ vt 1 es- 
tablish; give legal authority to (a committee, 
etc). 2 make up (a whole); amount to; be the 
components of: Twelve months ~ a year. 3 
(formal) give authority to hoid (a position, 
etc): They ~d him chief adviser to the planning 
committee. 

con-sti-tu-tion /,konsti'tju:fn US: -'tu:-/ n 
[C] 1 system of government; laws and prin- 
ciples according to which a state is governed: 
Great Britain has an unwritten ~. 2 general 
physical structure and condition of a person’s 
body: Only men with strong ~s should climb т 
the Himalayas. 3 general structure of a thing; 
act or manner of constituting: the ~ of the sol- 


ar spectrum. . 
con-sti-tu-tional = /,konstitju:fonl US: 
tu:-/ adj 1 of а constitution(1): ~ 


government/reform. 2 of a person’s constitu- 
tion(2): a~ weakness. 
con-sti-tu-tion-al-ism |-1zom/ п [С] (sup- 
porting of) consitutional government. 

con-strain /kon'strem/ vt use force or strong 
persuasion; (of conscience, inner forces) com- 
pel: / feel ~ed 10 write and ask for your forgive- 
ness. 

con-straint /kon'stremt/ я [0] constraining 
or being constrained: to act under ~, because 
one is forced to do so. 

con-strict /kon'strikt/ vi make tight or 
smaller; inhibit; cause (a vein or muscle) to be- 
come tight or narrow: a ~ed outlook, one that 
is limited. 
con-stric-tion /kon'strikfn/ п (a) [9] 
tightening. (b) [С] thing that constricts; feel- 
ing of being constricted: a ~ion in the chest 
because of heavy smoking. 

con-stric-tor /kon'strikta(r)/ n [С] 1 muscle 
that tightens or narrows. 2 > boa. 

con-struct /kon'strakt/ vt build: 
factory/asentence]a theory. 
con-struc-tor /-ta(r)/, person who builds 
things: building ~ors. 

con-struc-tion /kon'strakjn/ 11 [U] act or 
manner of constructing; being constructed: 
The new railway is still under ~, being built. 2 
[C] structure; building. 3 [C] meaning; sense in 
which words, statements, acts, etc are taken: 
Please do not put a wrong ~ on his action, 
misunderstand its purpose. 4 [С] arrangement 
and relationships of words in a sentence: This 
dictionary gives the meanings of words and also 
gives examples to illustrate their ~s. 
con-struc-tional /-fonl/ adj of, involving, 
construction: ~al toys. 

con-struc-tive /kon'straktiv/ adj helping to 
construct; giving helpful suggestions: ~ 
criticism|proposals. 
con-struc-tive-ly adv 

con-strue /kon'stru:/ vi,vi (formal) 1 trans- 
late or explain the meaning of words, sen- 

‚ 4епсез, acts: His remarks were wrongly ~d, 


0 ха 


consul/contempt 


were misunderstood. 2 analyse (a sentence); 
combine (words with words) grammatically: 
‘Consist is ~d with ‘in or‘on’. 

con-sul /‘konsl/ п [С] 1 State’s agent living in 
a foreign town to help and protect his country- 
men there. 2 (in ancient Rome) either of the 
two Heads of the State before Rome became 
an Empire. 

con-su-lar /'konsjola(r) US: -sal-/ adj of a 
consul or his work. 

consu-late /'konsjulot US: -sal-/ п [С] con- 
sul’s position or Office. 

con-sult /kon'salt/ vt,vi 1 go to a person, а 
book, etc for information, advice, opinion, 
etc: to ~ one’s [атуег[а mapjthe dictionary. 2 
consult with, take advice, opinion, from: 
Have you ~ed with the other members of the 
team? 

con'sulting room, one in which a doctor 
examines patients. 

con-sul-tant /kon'saltant/ л [С] person who 
gives expert advice (eg in medicine, business): 
а ^^ surgeon; a firm of ~s. 

con-sul-ta-tion /,konsol'teifn/ и 1 [U] con- 
sulting or being consulted: in ~ with the direc- 
tor. 2 [С] meeting for consulting: The doctors 
held a ~ to decide whether an operation was 
necessary. 

con-sult-ative /kan'saltativ/ adj of, for the 
purpose of, consulting: a ~ committee; a ~ 
document. 

con-sume /koan'sju:m US: -'su:m/ vt,vi (for- 
mal) 1 eat or drink. 2 use up; get to the end of; 
destroy by fire or wastefulness: ~ all one’s 
energies. This is time-consuming work. 

con-sumer /kon'sju:ma(r) US: -'su:-/ п [С] 
person who uses, buys, (manufactured) 
goods: ~ research. > producer(1). 
con-sum-ing adj possessing or dominating: 
aconsuming ambition. 

con-sum-mate /'konsomeit/ vt 1 (formal) 
accomplish; make perfect: Her happiness was 
~d when her father took her to Paris. 2 make 
compiete (esp marriage by sexual inter- 
course). 

con-sum-ma-tion /,konso'meifn/ и [СО] 
action, point of completing; perfecting or ful- 
filling: the ~ of one’s ambitions]a marriage. 

con-sump:tion /kon'sampfn/ и [0] 1 using 
up, consuming (of food, energy, materials, 
etc); the quantity consumed: The ~ of beer did 
not go down when the tax was raised. 2 (popu- 
lar name for) tuberculosis of the lung. 

con-sump-tive /kon'samptiv/ п [С], adj 
(person) suffering from, having a tendency to, 
consumption(2). 

con-tact /'kontekt/ n 1 [U] (state of) touch- 
ing or communication; (process of) coming 
together. be in/out of, come/bring into, 
contact (with): Our troops are in~ with the 
enemy. A steel cable came into ~ with an elec- 
tric power line. make contact (with), (esp 
after searching, etc): / finally made ~ with him 
in Paris. 2 {С] (meeting with a). person: He 
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made many business ~s while he was in Can- 
ada. 3 [C] connection (for electric current); 
device for effecting this. 4 [C] person recently 
exposed to a contagious disease. а vt get into 
touch with: Where can I~ Mr Green? 
‘contact lens, one of thin plastic made to fit 
over the eyeball to improve vision. 

con-ta-gion /kon'teidjon/ и 1 [U] the 
spreading of disease by contact or close asso- 
ciation. 2 [C] disease that can be spread by 
contact. 3 (fig) the spreading of ideas, false ru- 
mours, feelings, etc; influence, etc that 
spreads: A ~ of fear swept through the crowd. 

con-ta-gi-ous /kon'teid3zas/ adj 1 (of dis- 
ease) spreading by contact: Scarlet fever is ~. 
2 (of a person) in such a condition that he may 
spread disease. 3 (fig) spreading easily by 
example: ~ laughter/enthusiasm. 
con-ta-gi-ous-ly adj 

con-tain /kon'tem/ vt 1 have or hold within 
itself: The atlas ~s forty maps. 2 be equal to: A 
metre ~s 100 centimetres. 3 be capable of 
holding: How much does this bottle ~? 4 keep 
feelings, enemy forces, etc under control: 
Can't you~ your enthusiasm? 

con-tainer /kon'teina(r)/ п [С] 1 bottle, box, 
etc designed to contain something. 2 large 
metal box, etc for transport of goods by road, 
rail, sea or air. 

con-tami-nate /kon'temmeit/ vt make 
dirty, impure or diseased (by touching, or ad- 
ding something impure): Flies ~ food. 

con-tami-na-tion /kon,temi'neifn/ 11 [U] 
contaminating or being contaminated: the ~ 
of the water supply. 2 [С] that which contami- 
nates. 

con-tem-plate /'kontempleit/ vt 1 look at; 
think about: She stood contemplating herself in 
the mirror. 2 have in view as a purpose, inten- 
tion or possibility: She was contemplating a 
visit to London. 

con-tem-pia-tion /,kontem'ple:fn/ n [0] 
contemplating; deep thought; intention; ex- 
pectation. 

con-tem-:pla-tive —/kon'templativ 
'kpntempleitiv/ adj (formal) thoughtful. 

con-tem-por-aneous /kon,tempo'reinias/ 
adj (formal) originating, existing, happening, 
during the same period of time: ~ events. 

con-tem-por-ary  /kon'temprari US: 
-рэгег/ adj 1 of the time or period to which 
reference is being made; belonging to the same 
time: Dickens was ~ with Thackeray. 2 of the 
present time. 3 (informal) in the most modern 
style: ~ music. о п [С] (р! -ies) person of the 
same age, belonging to the same period, etc as 
another: Jack and I were contemporaries at 
college. 

con-tempt /kan'iempt/ п [0] 1 condition of 
being looked down on or despised: A man who 
is cruel to his children should be held in ~. 2 
mental attitude of despising: We feel ~ for 
cheats. 3 disregard or disrespect: in ~ of all 
rules and regulations. 


US: 
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con,tempt of 'court, disobedience to an 
order made by a court; disrespect shown to a 
judge. 

con-tempt-ible /kon'temptab!/ adj deserv- 
ing, provoking, contempt. 

con-temptu-ous — /kon'temptfuas/ 
showing contempt: ~ of public opinion. 

con-tend /kan'tend/ vi,vt ¥ struggle, be in ri- 
valry or competition: ~ing with difficulties] for 
a prize. 2 argue, assert (that...). 
con-tender, competitor, rival, eg one who 
challenges the holder of a boxing title. 

con-tent’ /kon'tent/ adj 1 not wanting more; 
satisfied with what one has: Are you ~ with 
your present salary? 2 willing or ready (to do 
something): Jam ~ to remain where I am now. 
o n [9] the condition of being satisfied: to 
one’s heart's ~, to the extent that brings as 
much satisfaction or happiness as one wants. 
о vt satisfy: As there’s no milk we must ~ our- 
selves (= be satisfied) with black coffee. 
con-tented adj satisfied; showing or feeling 
satisfaction, happiness: with a ~ed look|smile. 
con-tent-ed-ly adv . 
con-tent-ment 7 [0] state of being content. 

con-tent? /‘kontent/ п 1 (pi) that which is 
contained: the ~s of aroom|a book|/a pocket. 2 
(pl) the amount which a vessel will hold: the 
~s of this bottle. 3 [С] substance (of a book, 
speech, etc as opposed to its style). 

con-ten-tion /kon'tenfn/ 21 [0] quarrelling 
or disputing: This is not a time for ~. 2 [C] 
argument used in contending: My ~ is that... 

con-ten-tious § /kan'tenfas/ adj quarrel- 
some; likely to cause argument: а ~ clause та 
treaty. 

con-test' /‘kontest/ м [С] struggle; fight; 
competition: a keen ~ for the prize; а ~ of 
skill; a heavyweight boxing ~. 
con-test-ant /kon'testont/, person who com- 
petes, fights, etc. 

con-test? /kan'test/ v/,vi 1 argue; debate; dis- 
pute: ~ а statement|point, try to show that it is 
wrong. 2 = contend(1). 3 try to win: ~ a seat 
in Parliament. 

con-text /'kontekst/ пл [C,U] 1 what comes 
before and after a word, phrase, etc helping to 
fix or illustrate the meaning: Can’t you guess 
the meaning of the word from the ~? 2 circum- 
stances in which an event occurs. 
con-tex-tual /kon'tekstfual/ adj according to 
the context. 

con-ti-nent /'kontinent/ л [С] 1 one of the 
main land masses (Europe, Asia, Africa, etc). 
2 the C~, the mainland of Europe. 

con-ti-nen-tal /,konti'nentl/ adj 1 belong- 
ing to, typical of, a continent: a~ climate. 2 of 
the mainland of Europe: ~ breakfast. a п [С] 
inhabitant of the mainland of Europe. 
continental quilt, = duvet. 

con-tin-gency /kon'tind3onsi/ п (p/ -ies) 1 
[U] uncertainty of occurrence. 2 [C] uncertain 
event; event that happens by chance: be pre- 
pared for аЙ contingencies; (used as an adjec- 


adj 


contemptible /contraceptive 


tive) ~ plans. 

con-tin-gent /koan'tindzant/ adj (formal) 1 
uncertain; accidental. 2 contingent on/ 
upon, dependent on (something that may or 
may not happen). сл [С] 1 number of troops, 
number of ships, lent or supplied to form part 
of a larger force. 2 group of persons forming 
part of a larger group. 

con-tin-ual /kon'tinjual/ adj going on all the 
time without stopping, or with only short 
breaks: Aren’t you tired of this ~ rain? 
con-tin-ually /-juali/ adv again and again; 
without stopping. 

con-tin-uance /kon'tinjuans/ п [U] 1 dura- 
tion (the more usual word): during the ~ of the 
war. 2 remaining; staying: а ~ of prosperity. 

con-tinu-ation /kon,tinju'eif[n/ п 1 [Ч] con- 
tinuing; starting again after a stop. 2 [С] part, 
etc by which something is continued: The next 
issue will contain an exciting ~ of the story. 

con-tinue /kon'tinju:/ vi,vt 1 go farther; go 
on (being); go on (doing); stay at/in; remain 
at/in: The desert ~d as far as the eye could 
reach. I hope this wet weather will not ~. How 
long will you ~ working? 2 start again after 
stopping: The story will be ~d in next month’s 
issue. 3 keep (in office, etc): The Common- 
wealth Secretary was ~d in office. 

con-ti-nu-ity /,konti'nju:oti US: -'nu:-/ и [4] 
1 the state of being continuous: There is по ~ 
of subject in a dictionary. 2 (in films, TV) ar- 
rangement of the parts of a story: Films are of- 
ten made out of ~, eg a scene near the end may 
be filmed before a scene near the beginning. 3 
comments, announcements, etc made between 
broadcast programmes. 

con-tinu-ous /kon'tinjues/ adj going on 
without a pause: a ~ performance, 1.00pm to 
11.30pm, eg atacinema. 
con-tinu-ous-ly adv 

con-tort /kan'to:t/ vt force or twist out of the 
usual shape or appearance: a face ~ed with 
pain. 

con-tor-tion /kon'to:{n/ л 1 [U] contorting 
or being contorted (esp of the face or body). 2 
[С] instance of this; contorted condition: the 
~s of an acrobat. 

con-tour /'kontua(r)/ я 1 [С] outline (of a 
coast, a human figure, etc). 2 = contour line. 
О vt 1 mark with contour lines. 2 make (a 
road) along the contour of a hill, etc. 
‘contour line, line (on a map) joining points 
at the same height above sea-level. 

contra- /,kontra/ prefix against; opposite to: 
contraception; contradict. 

contra-band /'kontrabend/ n [9] 1 bring- 
ing into, taking out of, a country goods con- 
trary to the law. 2 (trade in) goods so Brought 
in or taken out. 

contra-cep-tion /,kontra'sepfn/ и [9] 
practice, method, of preventing or planning 
conception(2). 

contra-cep-tive /,kontra'septiv/ n [С] de- 
vice or drug intended to prevent concep- 


contract /control 


tion(2). о adj preventing conception: ~ pills/ 
devices. 

con-tract’ /'kontrekt/ п [СО] binding 
agreement (between persons, groups, states); 
agreement to supply goods, do work, etc at a 
fixed price: enter into/make a~ (with a person) 
(for the purchase of a house); work to be done 
by private ~; a breach of ~. (Note. the a, an 
are not used in phrases like the last two 
examples.) 

con-tract? /kon'trekt/ vt,vi 1 be bound, 
bind, by agreement: ~ a marriage; ~ an al- 
liance with another country. con,tract ‘out 
(of sth), reject, abandon, the terms of an 
agreement. 2 become liable (for debts). 3 
catch (an illness): ~ measles. 
con-trac-tor /-ta(r)/, person, business firm, 
that enters into contracts: building ~ors. 
con-trac-tual /kon'trektfual/ adj of (the 
nature of) acontract: ~ual payments. 

con-tract® /kon'trekt/ vt,vi 1 make or be- 
come smaller or shorter: ‘/ will’ can be ~ed to 
‘Til’. 2 make or become tighter or narrower: 
to~ a muscle. 
con-tract-ible /-sbl/ adj that can be con- 
tracted. 

con-trac-tion /kon'trekfn/ п 1 [U] con- 
tracting or being contracted: the ~ of a 
muscle. 2 [С] something contracted; shortened 
form, such as can’t for cannot. 

con-tra-dict /,kontra'dikt/ vt 1 deny the 
truth of (something said or written); deny (the 
words of a person): to ~ a statement. Don’t ~ 
me. 2 (of facts, statements, etc) be contrary to: 
The reports ~ each other. 

con-tra-dic-tion /,kontro'dikfn/ n 1 [U] 
contradicting; [C] instance of this. 2 [U] ab- 
sence of agreement; [C] instance of this: Your 
statements today are in ~ with what you said 
yesterday. 

con-tra-dic-tory /,kontro'diktori/ adj con- 
tradicting: ~ statements/reports. 

con-tralto /kon'trezltau/ п [С] (p/ ~s) lowest 
female voice; woman with, musical part to be 
sung by, such a voice. 

con-trap-tion /kon'trepfn/ и [С] (informal) 
strange-looking apparatus or machine. 

con-trary' /'kontrari US: -treri/ adj 1 con- 
trary to, opposite (in nature or tendency): 
What you have done is ~ to the doctor’s orders. 
2 (of the wind and weather) unfavourable (for 
sailing). 3 (informal) (usually /kon'treari/) ob- 
stinate; self-willed. 4 contrary to, in opposi- 
tion to; against: to act ~ to the rules; events 
that went ~ to my interests. 
con-trar-ily /kan'trearili US: -'trerali/ adv in 
an obstinate manner. 
con-trari-ness /'kontrorinas US: -rer-/ п [С] 
being obstinate; refusing advice. 

con-trary? /'kontrori US: -treri/ п (р/ -ies) 
opposite: The ~ of ‘wet is ‘dry. on the con- 
trary. (denying or contradicting what has 
been said, written): ‘You’ ve nothing to do now, 
I think. —‘On the ~, Ihave alot of work to do.’ 
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to the contrary, to the opposite effect: / will 
come on Monday unless you write me to the ~, 
telling me not to come. ; 

con-trast’ /'kontra:st US: -trest/n1[U] the 
act of contrasting: C~ may make something 
appear more beautiful than it is when seen 
alone. 2 [С] difference which is clearly seen 
when unlike things are put together; some- 
thing showing such a difference: The ~ be- 
tween the two brothers is remarkable. By ~ 
with Harry's poor marks, Tom’s were excel- 
lent. 

con-trast? /kon'tra:st US: -'trest/ vt,vi 1 
compare so that differences are made clear: 
Сл. these imported goods (with/and the domes- 
tic product). 2 show a difference when com- 
pared: His poor abilities ~ badly with his 
hrother’s talent. 

con-tra-vene /,kontra'vi:n/ vt 1 act in op- 
position to; go against (a law, a custom). 2 dis- 
pute, attack (a statement, a principle). 3 (of 
things) conflict with. 

con-tra-ven-tion /,kontra'venfn/ п [C,U] 
(act of) contravening (a law, etc): in ~ of the 
rules. 

con-trib-ute /kan'tribju:t/ vt,vi 1 join with 
others in giving help, money, etc; give ideas, 
suggestions, etc: ~ money to а charity|new in- 
formation on a scientific problem. 2 have a 
share in; help to bring about: Drink ~d to his 
ruin. 3 write (articles, etc) and send in (to): 
Mary Green has ~d (poems) to the magazine 
for several years. 

con-tribu-tor /-ta(r)/, person who contri- 
butes. 

con-tri-bu-tion /,kontri'bju:fn/ п [Ч] act of 
contributing; [С] something contributed: ~s 
to the relief fund. 

con-tribu-tory /kon'tribjuter: US: -to:ri/ 
adj 1 helping to bring about: ~ negligence, eg 
that helped to cause an accident. 2 for which 
contributions are to be made: a ~ pension 
scheme. 

con-trite /'kontrait/ adj filled with, showing, 
deep sorrow for doing wrong. 

con-tri-tion /kon'trifn/ и [Ч] deep sorrow 
(for doing wrong, etc). 

con-triv-ance /kan'traivans/ n 1 [U] act or 
manner of contriving. 2 [U] capacity to invent: 
Some things are beyond human ~. 3 [С] some- 
thing contrived; invention. 

con-trive /kon'traiv/ vé,vi invent; design; 
find a way of doing or causing (something): to 
~ ameans of escape from prison. 

con-trol /kan'traul/ п 1 [U] power or author- 
ity to direct, order or restrain: Some children 
are bryond parental ~, are not kept in order by 
parents. be т control (of), be in command, 
in charge. be/get out of control, in a state 
where authority, etc is lost: The children have 
got/are out of ~. have/get/keep control 
(over/of), have, get, keep authority, power, 
etc: That teacher has no ~ over his class. lose 
control (of), be unable to manage or con- 
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tain: lose ~ of one’s temper. take control 
(of), take authority: We must find someone to 
take ~ of the situation. 2 [0] management; 
guidance: ~ of traffic/traffic ~. 3 [С] means 
of regulating, restraining, keeping in order: 
Government ~s on trade and industry. © 
birth-control. 4 [С] standard of comparison 
for results of an experiment: The tests were 
given to three groups, one being usedasa~.5 
(usually p/) means by which a machine, etc is 
operated or regulated: the ~s of an aircraft, 
for direction, altitude, etc. o vz (-II-).1 have 
control of: to ~ expenditure/one’s temper. 2 
regulate (prices, etc). 
con'trol tower, building in an airport 
where flights are managed. 
con-trol-lable /-sbl/ adj 
controlled. 

con-trol-ler /kon'troula(r)/ и [С] person who 
controls expenditure and accounts or directs a 
‘department of a large organization: the C~ of 
the BBC. 

con-tro-ver-sial /,kontra'vs:f1/ adj 1 likely 
to cause controversy: а ~ speech. 2 (of рег- 
sons) fond of controversy. 
con-tro-ver-sially /-fali/ adv 

con-tro-versy /kon'trovasi/ и [СО] (р/ 
-ies) long argument, esp over social, moral ог 
political matters: engage in (a) ~ with/against 
him; a question that has given rise tomuch~. 

con-va-lesce /,konvo'les/ vi regain health 
and strength after an illness: She is convalesc- 
ing by the sea. 

con-va-lesc-ence /,konvo'lesns/ и [U] 
gradual recovery of health and strength. 

con-va-les-cent /,konva'lesnt/ я [С], adj 
(person who is) recovering from illness. 

con-vec-tion /kon'vekfn/  [U] the convey- 
ing of heat from one part of a liquid or gas to 
another by the movement of heated sub- 
stances. 

con-vene /ken'vi:n/ vt,vi 1 call (persons) to 
come together (for a meeting, etc). 2 come 
together (for a meeting, council, etc). 
con-vener, person who convenes meetings. 

con-veni-ence /kon'vi:nions/ и 1 [U] the 
quality of being convenient or suitable; free- 
dom from difficulty or worry: / keep my refer- 
ence books near my desk for ~. Please come at 
your earliest ~, at the earliest time suitable to 
you. 2 [С] appliance, device, arrangement, etc 
that is useful, helpful or convenient: The house 
has all modern ~s, eg central heating, hot wat- 
er supply, points for electric current. 

con-vent-ent /kon'vi:niont/ adj suitable; 
handy; serving to avoid trouble or difficulty; 
easy to get to or at: Will it be ~ for you to start 
work tomorrow? 

con-veni-ent-ly adv 

con-vent /'konvoent US: -vent/n[C] 1 society 
of women (nuns) living apart from others in 
the service of God. & monastery. 2 build- 
ing(s) in which they live and work: entera~, 
become a nun. 


that can be 


controller /convey 


con-ven-tion /kon'venfn/ и 1 [С] confer- 


ence of members of a society, political party, 
etc or of persons in business, commerce, etc: 
the Democratic Party C~.. 2 [С] agreement be- 
tween States, rulers, etc (less formal than a 
treaty): the Geneva C~s, about the treatment 
of prisoners of war, etc. 3 [С] practice ог cus- 
tom based on general consent: /t is silly to be a 
Slave to~. 


con-ven-tional /kon'venfonl/ adj 1 based 


on convention(3): ~ greetings. 2 following 
what has been customary; traditional: а ~ de- 
sign for а carpet. 

con-ven-tion-ally /-ali/ adv 


con-verge /kan'v3:d3/ vi,vt (of lines, moving 


objects, opinions) come, cause to come, to- 
wards each other and meet at a point; tend to 
do this: armies converging on the capitai. 
con-ver-gence /-d3ans/ и [0] 
con-ver-gent /-d3ant/ adj 


con-ver-sant § /kon'vs3:sant/ adj (formal) 


having a knowledge of: ~ with all the rules. 


con-ver-sa-tion /,konva'seifn/ я 1 [О] talk- 


ing: J saw him in~ with a friend. 2 [С] talk: Гуе 
had several ~s with him. 

con-ver-sa-tional /-fani/ adj (of words, etc) 
used in, characteristic of, talk. 


con-verse’ /kon'va:s/ vi (formal) talk. 
соп-мег$е? /‘konvs3:s/ я [О with the], adj 


(idea, statement which is) opposite (to an- 
other): The ~ is equally possible. 
con-verse.ly adv 


con-ver-sion /Кэп'уз{и US: -3n/ n 1 [U] 


converting or being converted: the ~ of cream 
into buiter|of pagans to Christianity. 2 [С] in- 
stance of this: building firms which specialize in 
house ~s, eg of large houses into flats. 


con-vert' /‘konvs:t/ и [С] person converted, 


esp to a different religion (or from no гей- 
gion), or to different principles: a ~ to social- 
ism. 


con-vert? /kon'v3:t/ vi 1 change (from one 


form, use, etc into another): to ~ pounds into 
francs. 2 cause (a person) to change his beliefs, 
etc: 10 ~~ aman to Christianity. 3 (Rugby) com- 
plete (a try) by kicking a goal. 

con-verted adj that has been converted: a 
~ed house. 


con-vert-ible /kan'vs:tabl/ adj that can be 


converted: Banknotes are not usually ~ into 
gold nowadays. 


соп.мех /'konveks/ adj with the surface curv- 


ed like the outside of a ball: a ~ lens. © con- 
cave. 


con-vey /koan'vei/ vt 1 take, carry: Pipes ~ 


hot water from this boiler to every part of the 
building. 2 make known ideas, views, feelings. 
etc to another person: This picture will ~ to 
you some idea of the beauty of the scenery 3 
convey to, (legal) give full legal rights (in 
land or property): The land was ~ed to his 
brother. 

con-veyer, -or /-'veia(r)/, person who, that 
which, conveys. 


conveyance /co-ordination 


con'veyer-beit, (eg in a factory) band or 
chain moving over wheels for carrying pack- 
ages, etc.. 

con-vey-ance /kan'veions/ п 1 [0] сопуеу- 
ing. 2 [С] something which conveys. 

con-vict' /'konvikt/ л [С] person convicted 
of crime and being punished. 

con-vict? /kon'vikt/ vt 1 (of a jury or a judge) 
declare in a law court that (a person) is guilty: 
He was ~ed of murder. 2 cause (a person) to be 
certain that he has done wrong, made a mis- 
take: ~ somebody of his errors. 

con-vic-tion /kon'vik{n/ 1 [U] the convict- 
ing of a person for acrime; [C] instance of this: 
Не has had six previous ~s. 2 {U) the act of 
convincing, of bringing certainty to the mind. 
(not) carry much conviction, (not) be 
convincing. 3 [C,U] firm or assured belief: He 
spoke with such~. 

con-vince /kan'vins/ vt make (a person) feel 
certain; cause (a person) to realize: Гат ~d of 
his honesty. We couldn't ~ him of his mistake. 
Гт willing to be ~d, prepared to listen to your 
arguments. 
con-vinc-ing adj that convinces: a convincing 
speakerjargument. 
con.-vin-cing-ly adv 

con-vo-ca-tion /,konvaikerfn/ п [С] (esp) 
legislative assembly of the Church or of 
graduates of some universities (eg Leeds, Dur- 
ham, Oxford). 

con-voke /kon'vavk/ vt call together, sum- 
mon (a meeting): to ~ Parliament. 

con-vol-uted /‘konvalu:tid/ adj coiled; 
twisted (eg like a ram’s horn). | 

con-vol-ution /,konva'iu:[n/ п [С] coil; 
twist: the ~s of a snake. 

con-voy' /'konvoi/ я 1 [0] convoying or be- 
ing convoyed; protection: The supply ships 
sailed under ~. 2 [С] protecting force (of war- 
ships, troops, etc). 3 [С] ship(s), supplies un- 
der escort: The ~ was attacked by submarines. 

con-voy? /'konvoi/ vt (esp of a warship) go 
with, escort (other ships) to protect (them): 
The troopships were ~ed across the Atlantic. 

con-vulse /kon'vals/ vt cause violent move- 
ments or disturbances: ~d with laughter; a 
country ~d by civil war. 

con-vul-sion /kan'valf{n/ 1 [С] 1 violent dis- 
turbance: a ~ of nature, eg an earthquake. 2 
(usually pf) violent irregular movement of а 
limb or limbs, or of the body, caused by con- 
traction of muscies: The childs ~s filled us 
with fear. 3 (pl) violent fit (of laughter): The 
story was so funny that we were аЙ т ~s. 

con-vuls-ive /kon'valsiv/ adj having or pro- 
ducing convulsions: ~ movements. 

coo /ku:/ vi,vt, п [С] (make a) soft, murmuring 
sound (as of doves). 


cook [Кок] vt,vi 1 prepare (food) by heating © 


(eg boiling, baking, roasting, frying). 2 be 
cooked: These apples ~ well. 3 cook up, in- 
vent (а story, excuse, etc). 4 falsify: ~ ше 
books|the accounts. п п [С] person who cooks 
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food. 
cook-ing п [0] 

cooker /'kuka(r)/ 1 [С] 1 apparatus, stove, 
for cooking food: a'gas-~. 2 kind of fruit, etc 
(esp apples, pears, plums) grown for cooking. 

cook-ery /'kukori/ п [U] art and practice of 
cooking. 
‘cookery book, one with recipes. 

cookie Кок п [С] (US) biscuit. 

cool /ku:l/ adj (-er, -est) 1 between warm 
and cold: ~ autumn weather. The coffee’s not 
~ enough to drink. 2 calm; unexcited: Keep ~! 
He was always ~ in the face of danger. He has a 
~ head, is not easily excited, etc. Hence. 
;cool-'headed adj. play it cool, deal calmly 
with a situation. 3 (informal) impudent in a 
calm way; without shame: How ~ to take my 
lawn-mower without asking my permission! 4 
(of behaviour) not showing interest or enthu- 
siasm: They gave the prime minister a ~ recep- 
tion. ап [U with the] соо! air or place; cool- 
ness: in the ~ of the evening. 
cool-ly adv 
cool-ness7[U] 

cool? /ku:l/ vt,vi make or become cool: The 
rain has ~ed the air. Has his anger ~ed yet? 
соо! down /off, (fig) become calm, less ех- 
cited or enthusiastic: / toldhim to ~ down. 
‘cooling tower, tall structure like a wide 
chimney for cooling hot water before reuse. 

coop /ku:p/ п [С] cage, esp for hens with small 
chickens. о vf Coop up, (a) put in a coop. 
(b) keep (a person) in a place: How long are we 
going to be ~ed up in here? 

co-op /'ksu ор/ п the ~, (informal) the co- 
operative society (shop, store). 

co-op-er-ate /kau'ppareit/ vi work or act 
together in order to bring about a result: ~ 
with friends in starting a social club. 
co-op-er-ator /-ta(r), person who со- 
operates. 

co-op-er-ation /kau,opa'reifn/ и [0] work- 
ing or acting together for a common purpose: 
The workers, in ~ with the management, have 
increased output by 10 per cent. 

co-op-er-ative /kau'pprativ/ adj of co- 
operation; willing to co-operate: a ~ society, 
group of persons who co-operate, eg to buy 
machines and services for all to share, or to 
produce, buy and sell goods among them- 
selves for mutual benefit, or to save and lend 
money. ся [С] (shop of a) co-operative society 
or group: agricultural ~s in India and China. 


co-opt /kau 'ppt/ vr (of a committee) add (а 


person) as a member by the votes of those who 
are already members: ~ a new member on to 
the committee. 

co-or-di-nate’ /,kou's:donat/ adj equal in 
importance. о n [С] co-ordinate thing or per- 
son. 

co-or-di-nate? /,kou's:doneit/ vr make co- 
ordinate; bring or put into proper relation: fo 
~ the movements of the arms and legs. 

co-or-di-ma-tion /|kou,9:do'nerfn} я {C] act 
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of co-ordinating; state of being co-ordinate. 

coot /ku:t/ п [С] name of several kinds of 
swimming and diving birds. as bald as a 
coot, very bald. 

cop' /Кор/ и [С] (5) = policeman. 

cop? /Кор/ vt (-pp-) (5/) catch: You'll ~ it, be 
punished. си [С] (51) capture. 

co-part-ner /,kou 'pa:tno(r)/ п [С] partner, 
eg an employee, who has a share in the profits 
of a business, etc in addition to his salary or 
wages. 
co-part-ner-ship /-fip/ и [С] such a system, 
practice, in business or industry. 

cope /kaup/ vi manage successfully; be cap- 
able of managing: coping with difficulties. 

cop-ing //Кэорш/ я [С] line of (sometimes 
overhanging) stonework or brickwork on top 
of a wall. 
‘coping-stone, (fig) final act, finishing, of a 


piece of work. 

copi-ous /'koupies/ adj (formal) plentiful: a 
~ supply|meal. | 
copi-ous-ly adv 

сор-ре!' /Корэ(г)/ п 1 [9] common 


reddish-brown metal (symbol Cu): ~ ие] 
cable/alloy. 2 [С] coin made of copper (alloy). 
3 [C] large vessel made of metal, esp one in 
which clothes are boiled. © boiler. 4 [Ц] 
reddish-brown colour. о adj reddish-brown. 
‘copper beech, kind of beech with copper- 
coloured leaves. 
;copper-'bottomed adj (a) (of a ship) hav- 
ing the bottom plated with copper (and there- 
fore seaworthy). (b) (fig) safe in every way: 
~-bottomed guarantees. 
‘copper-plate п [0] polished copper plate on 
which designs, etc are engraved. 0 adj ornate, 
round and clear. 
'‘copper-smith, person who works in cop- 
per. 

cop-per? /Корэ(г)/ я [С] (s/) policeman. 


copra /Коргэ/ п [U] dried kernels of coco-. 


nuts, from which oil is extracted for making 
soap, etc. 

copse /kops/ п [С] small area of shrubs and 
small trees. 

copu-late /'kopjuleit/ vi (esp of animals) 
unite in sexual intercourse. 

copu-la-tion /,kopjo'leifn/ n [СО] act or 
process of copulating. 

copy’ /Кори/ п [С] (р/-1е$) 1 thing made to be 
like another; reproduction of a letter, picture, 
etc: Make three carbon copies of the letter. 2 
one example of a book, newspaper, etc of 
which many have been made: /f you can’t buy 
а ~ of the book, perhaps you can borrow one 
from the library. 3 [9] material to be sent to a 
printer: The printers are waiting for more~. 
'сору-сат, (informal) person who ре ап- 
other person *s actions, ideas, etc. 

copy? /'kop:/ уг, у (pt,pp -ied) 1 make a copy 
of: ~ notes (out of a book); ~ an address down 
(from a notice-board). 2 do, try to do, the same 
as; imitate: You should ~ his good example. 3 


coot/cornea 


cheat (by looking at a neighbour’s paper, etc): 
He was punished for ~ing during the exam. 

copy-right /'kopirait/ п [Ч] sole legal right, 
held for a certain number of years, by the 
author or composer of a work, or by someone 
delegated by him, to print, publish, sell, 
broadcast, perform, film or record his work or 
any part of it. о vf protect in this way. 

coral /'koral US: 'ko:ral/ и [U] 1 hard, red, 
pink or white substance built on the seabed by 
small creatures. 2 red or pink colour. 0 adj red 
or pink: ~ lips. 
coral 'istand, one formed by the growth of 
coral. 
'coral-reef, one of coral. 

cord /kos:d/ м 1 [C,U} (length of) twisted 
strands, thicker than string, thinner than rope. 
2 [С] part of the body like a cord: the spinal ~; 
the vocal ~s.0 vt put acord round. 

cor-dial /'ko:dial/ adj 1 warm and sincere (in 
feeling, behaviour): a ~ smile. 2 strongly felt: 
~ dislike. 3 (of food and drink, or medicine) 
making the heart beat faster. 
cord-ially /-1эН/ adv 

cor-don /‘ks:dn/ п [С] 1 line, ring, persons, 
military posts, etc acting as guards: a po'lice 
~. 2 ornamental ribbon of an Order'(10) 
(usually worn across the shoulder). с vt cor- 
don off, separate, keep at a distance, by 
means of acordon(1). 

cor-du-roy /'ko:doroi/ я [U) thick, cotton 
cloth with raised lines on it. 

core /k9:(r)/ п [С] 1 (usually hard) centre, with 
seeds, of such fruits as the apple and pear. 2 
central or most important part of anything: 
the ~ of an electro-magnet. to the core, 
thoroughly: He is English to the ~, completely 
English in manner, speech, dress, etc. rotten 
to the core, (fig) thoroughly bad. o vt take 
out the core of: to ~ an apple. 

cork /ko:k/ 1 [9] light, brown, tough sub- 
stance, the thick outer bark of the tree called 
the 'cork-oak. 2 [С] round piece of this 
material used as a stopper for a bottle..o vt 
stop with, or as with, acork. 
'‘cork-tipped adj (of a cigarette) filter- 
tipped. 
'cork-screw, tool for pulling corks from 
bottles. 

corn’ /ko:n/ n 1 [U] (seed of) any of various 
grain plants, chiefly wheat, oats, rye and (esp 
US) maize; such plants while growing: a field 
of ~; a'~-field. 2 [С] single grain (of wheat, 
pepper, etc). 
'corn-cob, part of an ear of maize, on which 
the grains grow. 
'corn-flour (US 'corn-starch), flour made 
from maize, rice or other grains. 

corn? /Ко:п/ п [С] small area of hardened skin 
on the foot, esp on a toe, often with a painful 
centre and root. tread on sh’s corns, (fig) 
hurt his feelings. 

сог.пеа /'ko:nia/ п [С] (p/ ~s) tough trans- 
parent covering for the iris of the eyeball. 


corner /correspond 


cor-ner /'ko:na(r)/ я [С] 1 (position of the) 
angle where two lines, sides, edges or surfaces 
meet: a shop on/at the ~; sitting in the ~ of the 
room. cut corners, (a) (of the driver of a 
motor-vehicle) go across, not round them 
when travelling fast. (b) (fig) simplify 
proceedings, ignore regulations, etc to get 
work done quickly: We’ ve had to cut a few ~s 
to get your visa ready in time. turn the corn- 
er, (fig) pass a critical point in an illness, a 
period of difficulty, etc. gust round the 
corner, very near (in position, time, etc.). be 
in a tight corner, in an awkward or difficult 
situation. 2 hidden, secret, place: money hid- 
den in odd ~s. 3 region; quarter: to the four ~s 
of the earth. 5 (in Association football) kick 
from the corner of the field, allowed when the 
bali has been kicked by an opponent over his 
own goal-line. a vt,vi1 force into a corner; put 
into a difficult position: The escaped prisoner 
was.~ed at last. 2 (of a vehicle, its driver) turn 
acorner (оп a road, etc): My new саг ^ 5 well. 
'corner-stone, (a) stone forming a corner 
of a foundation for a building. (b) (fig) foun- 
dation: Charm was the ~stone of his success. 

cor-net /'ko:nit/ л [С] 1 small musical instru- 
ment of brass, like a trumpet. 2 piece of paper, 
biscuit, etc twisted into the shape of a cone, to 
hold ice-cream, etc. 

cor-nice /'ko:nis/ п [С] 1 projecting part 
above the frieze in a column(1); ornamental 
moulding (eg in plaster) round the walls of a 
room, just below the ceiling; horizontal strip 
of. carved wood or stone along an outside wall. 
2 mass of snow above a precipice. 

corny /'ko:n1/ adj (-ier, -iest) (s/) dull because 
often heard or repeated: ~ jokes/music. 

co-rol-lary /Кэтоэп US: 'koroleri/ n [С] (p/ 
-ies) natural sequence or obvious outcome. 

co-rona /ka'rauna/ n [С] (p/ ~s or ~e |-ni:/) 
ring of light seen round the sun or moon, eg 
during an eclipse. 

cor-on-ary /'koronr US: 'ko:raneri/ adj of 
arteries supplying blood to the heart: ~ 
thrombosis, formation of a clot in a coronary 
artery. ол [С] (pi -ies) (informal) coronary 
thrombosis. 

cor-on-ation |,kora!neifn US: ,ko:r-/ и [С] 
ceremony of crowning a king, queen or other 
sovereign ruler. 

cor-oner /'kprana(r) US: 'ko:r-/ n [С] official 
who investigates the cause of any death 
thought to be from violent or unnatural 
causes: a ~’s inquest, such an inquiry (held 
with a jury). 

cor-onet /‘koranet US: 'ko:r-/ n [С] small 
crown worn by a peer or peeress; band of pre- 
cious materials worn as (part of) a woman’s 
‘headdress. 

cor-poral' /'ko:poral/ adj of the human body. 
corporal punishment, physical Bere 

- ment, eg whipping, beating. 

cor: -poral? /'ko:poral/ п [С] lowest non- 

_ commissioned officer (below a sergeant) in the 
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army. 

cor-por.ate /'ko:parat/ adj 1 of or belonging 
to a corporation(2): ~ property. 2 of, shared 
by, members of a group of persons: ~ 
responsibility/action. 3 united in one group: a 
~ body. 

cor-por-ation |,ko:pa'reifn/n[C]1 group of 
persons elected to govern a town: the munici- 
pal ~. 2 group of persons authorized to act as 
an individual, eg for business purposes: Jn 
Great Britain the Electricity Authority and the 
National Coal Board are public ~s. 

cor-por-eal /ko:'po:rial/ adj (formal) 1 of or 
for the body. 2 physical (contrasted with spiri- 
tual). 

corps /Ко:(г)/ и [С] (pl ~ /ko:z/) 1 one of the 
technical branches of an army: the ,Royal 
Army 'Medical C~. 2 military force made up 
ae two or more divisions. 

\cOrps de 'ballet, (Fr) company of dancers 
ina ballet. 

i\Corps ,Diploma'tique, (Fr) all the ambas- 
sadors, ministers and attachés of foreign 
states in a country. 

corpse /ko:ps/ и [С] dead human body. 

cor-pu-lent /'ko:pjulant/ adj (formal) (of a 
person or his body) fat and heavy. 

cor-pus /'kos:pas/ и [С] (p/ corpora /'ko:para/) 
body, collection, esp of writings on-a specified 
subject or of material for study (eg for lin- 
guists, a collection of examples of spoken and 
written usages). 

cor-puscle /'ko:pasl/ и [С] one of the red or 
white cells in the blood. 

cor-ral /Кэ'та: (5: -'rel/ п [С] enclosure for 
horses and cattle or the capture of wild ani- 
mals. о vt (-Il-) drive (cattle, etc) into, shut up 
in, acorral. 

cor-rect’ /ka'rekt/ adj 1 true; right: the ~ 
time. 2 (of conduct, manners, dress, etc) prop- 
er; in accord with good taste or convention: 
the ~ dress for a ceremony. 

cor-rect-ly adv 

cor-rect? /ka'rekt/ vt 1 make right; take out 
mistakes from: Please ~ my pronunciation. 2 
point out the faults of; punish: ~ a child for 
disobedience. 

cor-rec-tion /КотеК [п/ п 1 [U] correcting: 
the ~ of schoolchildren’s work. 2 [С] some- 
thing put in place of what 1$ wrong: a written 
exercise with ~s in red ink. 

cor-rect-ive /ka'rektiv/ п [С], adj (some: » 
thing) serving to correct: ~ training, eg for- 
young offenders. 

cor-re-late /'koraleit US: 'ko:r-/ vt,vi have a 
mutual relation, bring (one thing) into such a 
relation (with another): Research workers 
found it hard to ~ the two sets of figures/to ~ 
one set with the other. 

cor-re-la-tion /,korileifn US: ,ko:r-/ и [С] 
mutual relationship: the ~ between climate 
and vegetation. 

cor-re-spond /,kori'spond US: ,ko:r-/ vi be 
in harmony: His actions do not ~ with his 
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words. 2 correspond to, be equal (to); be 
similar (in position, etc) (to): The American 
Congress ~s to the British Parliament. 3 ex- 
change letters: We’ve been ~ing with each 
other for years. 
cor-re-spond-ing adj that 
spond(s)(1): Imports for July this year are 
larger by 10 per cent than for the ~ing period 
last year. 
cor-re-spond-ing-ly adv 

cor-re-spon-dence /,kori'spondans US: 
'ko:r-/n 1 [C,U] agreement; similarity: There is 
not much ~ between their ideals and ours. 2 [Ц] 
letter-writing; letters: / have been т ~ with him 
about the problem. 

cor-re-spon-dent /,kori'spondont US: 
'ko:r-/ п [С] 1 person with whom one ех- 
changes letters: He’s a good/bad ~, writes 
regularly/seldom. 2 person regularly contri- 
buting local news or special articles to a news- 
paper: a'war-~. 

cor-ri-dor /'korido:(r) US: 'ko:r-/ п [С] long 
narrow passages from which doors open into 
rooms or compartments. 

cor-rob-or-ate /ko'roboreit/ vt give support 
or certainty to (a statement, belief, theory, 
etc). 

cor-rob-or-at-ive /ko'rpboreitiv/ adj tend- 
ing to corroborate: ~ evidence. 

cor-rode /ko'raud/ vt,vi wear away, destroy 
slowly by chemical action or disease; be de- 
stroyed in this way: Rust ~s iron. 

cor-rosion /ko'rau3n/ и [U] corroding or be- 
ing corroded. 

cor-ros-ive /ka'rausiv/ п [С], adj (substance) 
that corrodes: Rust and acids are ~~. 

cor-ru-gate /'korugeit US: 'ko:r-/ vt,vimake 
into folds, wrinkles or furrows: ~d cardboard, 
used for packing fragile goods. 
cor-ru-ga-tion /,koru'geifn US: ,ko:r-/ п 
[C,U] fold(s); wrinkle(s). 

cor-rupt' /ko'rapt/ adj 1 (of persons, their 
actions) immoral; dishonest: ~ practices, 
(esp) the offering and accepting of bribes. 2 
impure: ~ air/blood. 3 (of languages, texts, 
etc) debased by errors or alterations: a~ form 
of English. 
cor-rupt-ly adv 

cor-rupt? /ka'rapt/ vt,vi make or become cor- 
rupt: young persons whose attitude have been 
~ed by unemployment and boredom. 
cor-rupt-ible /-abl/ adj that can be corrupt- 
ed: ~ible government officials. 

cor-rup-tion /ka'rapfn/ [U] corrupting or 
being corrupt; decay: ~ in the police force; the 
~ of the body after death. 

cor-set /'ko:sit/ п [С] close-fitting reinforced 
underwear shaping the waist and hips. 

cor-tege, cor-tége /ko:'te13/ п [С] (Fr) 
procession, eg at the funeral of a king or 
president. 

cor-tex /'ko:teks/ и [С] (p/ cortices /'ko:tisi:z/) 
1 outer layer of grey maiter of the brain. 2 
outer shell or covering (eg the bark of a tree). 


corre- 


correspondence /cosy 


cor-ti-cal /'ko:tikl/ adj of the cortex. 

cos /kps/ я [С] (kind of) long-leaved lettuce. 

cosh /Ко[/ vt, м [С] (GB 5/) (strike with a) 
length of lead pipe, flexible rubber tubing 
filled with metal, etc. 

co-signa-tory /,kso 'signatri US: -to:r/ adj, 
п [С] (pl -ies) (person) signing jointly with 
others. 

cos-metic /koz'metik/ adj, п [С] prepara- 
tion, substance, esp one that adds colour, de- 
signed to make the skin or hair beautiful,.eg. 
face-cream, lipstick. 

cos-mic /'kozmik/ adj of the whole universe 
or cosmos: ~ rays, radiations that reach the 
earth from outer space. 

cos-mo-naut /'kozmono:t/ и [С] = astro- 
naut (the usual word). 

cos-mo-poli-tan /,kozmo'pplitan/ adj 1 of 
or from all, or many different parts of, the 
world: London is a ~ city, has people from 
many parts of the world. 2 free from national 
prejudices because of wide experience of the 
world: a statesman with а ~ outlook. a п [С] 
cosmopolitan(2) person. 

cos-mos /'kozmps/ и the ~, the universe, 
all space, seen as a well-ordered system. 

cost! /КозЕ US: ko:st/ n 1 [СЧ] price (to be). 
paid for a thing: the ~ of living. He built his 
house without regard to ~, without consider- 
ing how much money would be-needed. 2 that 
which is used, needed or given to obtain some- 
thing: The battle was won at a great ~ in hu- 
man lives. at all costs, whatever the cost(2) 
may be: count the cost, consider the risks, 
possible losses, etc. to one’s cost, to one’s 
loss or disadvantage: Wasps’ stings are pain- 
ful, as I know to my ~, as I know from per- 
sonal experience. 3 (p/) (legal) expense of hav- 
ing an action settled in a law court: He was 
asked to pay a£10 fine and £3 ~s. 

cost? /kpst US: ko:st/ vi (pt,pp ~) 1 be obtain- 
able at the price of; require the payment of: 
The house ~ him £28000. 2 result in the loss of: 
Careless driving may ~ you your life. 3 bring 
injury or disadvantage: The boy’s bad behavi- 
our ~ his mother many sleepless nights. а vt 
(pt,pp ~ed) estimate the price to be charged 
for an article based on the expense of produc- 
ing it. 

co-star /,kao 'sta:(r)/ vi,vt (-rr-) present one 
film star as having equal status with another 
or others: The film ~red John Wayne. 

cos-ter-monger /'kostamanga(r)/ и [СТ 
person who sells fruit, vegetables, etc from a 
barrow in the street. 

cost-ly /'kostli (5. 'ko:st-/ adj (-ier, -iest) of 
great value; costing much: a ~ mistake, one 
involving great loss or sacrifice. 

cos-tume /'kpstfu:m US: -tu:m/n1 [Uj] style 
of dress: actors wearing historical ~, clothes in 
the style of a period in the past. 2 [С] woman’s 
suit (short coat and skirt of the same 
material). & swimming costume. 

cosy’ /'ksuz1/ adj (-ier, -iest) warm-and com- 


cosy /counter 


fortable: a~ little room. 

cosily /-ali/ adv 

cosi-ness 7[U] 

cosy” ["kauzi/ п [С] covering for a teapot, ог 
an egg in an egg cup. 

cot’ /kpt/ п [С] 1 bed for a young child (with 
sides to prevent the child from falling out). 2 
(US) camp-bed; bed on board ship. 

cot? /Ко п [С] small building for sheltering 
animals: a'sheep-~. 

cote /ksut/ п [С] shed or shelter for domestic 
animals or birds: a'dove-~. 

cot-tage /'kptid3/ п [С] small house, esp in 
the country: farm labourers’ ~s. 

cottage industry, one that can be carried 
on at home, eg pottery, weaving. 

cot-ton /Кош/ 1 [U] 1 soft, white fibrous 
substance round the seeds of the 'cotton-plant, 
used for making thread, cloth, etc: ~ yarn/ 
cloth. 2 thread spun from cotton: sewing with a 
лее and'~ 

;cotton-'wool, cleaned raw _ cotton; 
absorbent cotton as used for padding, clean- 
ing wounds, etc. 

couch! /kautf/ п [С] 1 long seat like a bed for 
sitting on or lying on during the day: a 
'studio-~. 2 (literary) bed. 

couch? /kautS/ vi.vi 1 (formal) put (a 
thought, etc in words): The reply was ~ed in 
insolent terms. 2 (of animals) lie flat (either in 
hiding, or ready to jump forward). 

cou-gar /'ku:go(r)/ п [С] large wild cat, also 
called a puma. 

cough! /kof US: ko:f/ п [С] 1 act or sound of 
coughing: He gave me a warning ~. 2 condi- 
tion, illness, that causes a person to cough 
often: to have abad~. 

cough? /kof US: ko:f/ vi,vt 1 send out air 
from the lungs violently and noisily. 2 cough 
up, get out of the throat by coughing. 3 (s/) 
confess a crime, esp to the police: Jones re- 
fusedto~. 

could /kud weak form: kad/ (evative 
couldn't /'kudnt/) auxillary verb; pt of can, 
used in indirect speech in place of can if the 
main verb is pt; used to express conditions, 
and to express occasional occurrence and in- 
clination. & сап?. 

coun-cil /'kaunsl/ я [С] group of persons 
appointed, elected or chosen to give advice, 
make rules, carry out plans, manage affairs, 
etc, esp of government: a city/county ~; the 
municipal ~. | 
‘council-chamber, 
meets. 


in which a _ council 


‘council estate, housing estate built by a 


city or county council. > housing. 
'council-house, house оп а council estate. 
coun-cil-lor (US also  coun-cil-or) 
/'kaunsala(r)/ п [С] member of a council. 
coun-sel' /'kauns!/ 1 1 [U] advice; consulta- 
tion; opinions; suggestions. 2 a ~/~s of per- 
fection, excellent advice that cannot be fol- 
lowed. 3 [С] (pl unchanged) barrister, or 
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group of barristers, giving advice in a law case: 
when the jury had heard ~ on both sides, the 
barristers for the prosecution and the defence. 

соип-зеР /'kaunsl/ vt (-1-, US also -I-) (for- 
mal) advise: to ~ patience. 

coun-sel-lor (US also coun-sel-or) 
/'kaunsolo(r)/ п [С] adviser. 

count’ /kaunt/ л [С] 1 act of counting; num- 
ber got by counting: Four ~s were necessary 
before we were certain of the total. keep/lose 
count (of), be able/unable to continue 
counting. 2 (/egal) one of a number of things 
of which a person has been accused: He was 
found guilty onall~s. 

count? /kaunt/ vi,vi 1 say or name (the 
numerals) in order: to ~ from I to 10. He can’t 
~ yet. 2 find the total of: Don’t forget to ~ 
your change. 3 include, be included, in the cal- 
culation: fifty people, not ~ing the children. 4 


_ consider to be: / ~ myself fortunate т being 


here. 5 count (sth) against sb, be con- 
sidered, consider, to the disadvantage of: He is 
young and inexperienced, but please do not ~ 
that against him. 
6 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 
count down, count seconds backwards (eg 
10, 9, 8, 7...) as when launching a rocket, etc 
into space. Hence, 'count-down п [С] 
count in, include: If you're all going to the 
pub for a drink, you can ~ me in. 
count on/upon, expect with confidence; re- 
ly on: We are ~ing on you to help. 
count out, (a) count things (slowly), one by 
one: The old lady ~ed out fifteen pence and 
passed it to the salesgirl. (b) count up to ten 
over a boxer who has been knocked out: The 
referee ~ed him out in the first round. (c) not 
include: /f it’s going to be a drunken party, ~ 
me out. 
count up, find the total of: Just you ~ up the 
number of times he has failed to keep a promise! 
count? /kaunt/ п [С] title of nobility in 
France, Italy, etc (but not in GB). 
count-able /‘kauntabl/ adj that can be 
counted. 
countable noun, one that may be used with 
a, an or many and with numerals and the plu- 
ral form (marked [C] in this dictionary). 
coun-ten-ance' /'kauntinons/ п (formal) 1 
[C] face, including its appearance and expres- 
sion: a woman with a fierce ~. 2 [U] support; 
approval: to give ~ 10 a person|a plan. 
coun-ten-ance? /'kauntinans/ vt (formal) 
give support or approval to: to ~ a fraud. 
coun-ter' /'kaunta(r)/ п [С] table or flat sur- 
face where goods are shown, customers serv- 
ed, in a shop or bank. under the counter, 
bought, sold or arranged dishonestly. 
coun-ter? /‘kaunta(r)/ п [С] 1 small (round) 
flat piece of piastic, etc used for keeping count 
in games, etc. 2 (in compounds). device for 
keeping count (in machinery, etc): a'speed-~ 
coun-ter?® /'kaunto(r)/ adv counter to, in 
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the opposite direction (to); in opposition (to): 
10 act ~ 10 а person’s wishes. 

coun-ter* /'kaunto(r)/ vt,vi oppose; meet an 
attack (with a return attack): They ~ed our 
proposal with one of their own. 

coun-ter- /,kaunta(r)-/ prefix 1 opposite in 
direction: ,counter-pro'ductive. 2 made in 
answer to: 'counter-attack. 3 corresponding: 
‘counterpart. 

coun-ter-act /,kaunto'rekt/ vt act against 
and make (action, force) of less or no effect: ~ 
(the effects of) a poison. 

coun-ter-at-tack /'kauntor otek/ м [С] 
attack made in reply to an attack by the 
enemy. vf,vimake such an attack. 

coun-ter-bal-ance /'kauntobzlens/ и [С] 
weight, force, equal to another and balancing 
it. а vt /,kaunto'belans/ act as a counterba- 
lance to. 

coun-ter-espion-age /,kauntor ‘espio- 
na:3/ я [9] spying directed against the enemy’s 
spying. , 

coun-ter-feit /'kauntofit/ n [С], adj (some- 
thing) made or done in imitation of another 
thing in order to deceive: ~ money. о vt copy 
(coins, handwriting, etc) in order to deceive. 

coun-ter-foil /'kauntoafoil/ п [С] section of a 
cheque, receipt, etc kept by the sender as a 
record. 

coun-ter-in-tel-li-gence | ,kauntor 
in'telidzons/ и [9] = counter-espionage. 

coun-ter-mand  j/,kaunto'mand US: 
-mend/ vt take back, cancel, a command 
already given. 

coun-ter-offer /‘kaunterpfe(r)/ п [С] offer 
made in reply to an offer. 

coun-ter-pane /'kauntapein/ n [С] (dated) 
= bedspread. 

coun-ter-part /'kauntopa:t/ п [С] person or 
thing exactly like, or closely corresponding to, 
another. 

coun-ter-plot /'kauntoplot/ и [С] plot 
made to defeat another plot. о vt,vi (-tt-) 
make such a plot. 

coun-ter-rev-ol-ution /,kaunto ,revo- 
‘lu:fn/ п [С] political movement directed 
againsi а revolution. 
;counter-,revo'lutionary adj characteristic 
of a counter-revolution. а я [С] (р/ -ies) sup- 
porter of counter-revolution(s). 

coun-ter-sign /'kauntasain/ и [С] pass- 
word; secret word(s) to be given, on demand, 
to a sentry: ‘Advance and give the ~’. с vt add 
another signature to (a document) to give it 
authority. 

count-ess /‘kauntis/ п [С] 1 wife or widow 
of acount or earl. 2 woman to whom an earl- 
dom has descended. 

count-less /‘kauntlis/ adj that cannot be 
counted (because too numerous). 

coun-tri-fied /'kantrifaid/ adj rural; having 
the unsophisticated ways, habits, outlook, etc 
of those who five in the country{4), not of 
towns. 


counter /courage 


coun-try /'kantri/ п (p/ -ies) 1 {C] land occu- 
pied by a nation: European countries. 2 [С] 
land of a person’s birth or citizenship: to re- 
turn to one’s own ~. 3 the ~, the people of a 
country(1); the nation as-a whole: Does the ~ 
want war? 4 the ~, land used for farming, 
land consisting of open spaces, etc; the con- 
trary of town and suburb: to live in the ~. 5 
area of land (esp considered with reference to 
its physical or geographical features): We 
passed through miles of densely wooded ~. 
(Note: used without a or the.) 6 (as an adjec- 
tive) of or inthe country(4): ~ life; ~ roads. 

coun-try-man /‘kantrimon/, Coun-try 
woman /'kantriwumon/ и [С] (p/ -men, 
-women) 1 person living in the country(4). 2 
person of one’s own (or а specified) 
country(1). 

coun-try-side /'kantrisaid/ и [U] rural 
area(s) (contrasted with urban areas): Many 
people think that the English ~ looks its best in 
May and June. 

county /'kaunti/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [С] division of 
Great Britain, the largest unit of local govern- 
ment: the ~ of Kent; the home counties, those 
round London. 2 (in US and other countries) 
subdivision of a State. 
;county 'council, body of persons elected to 
administer a county. 

coup /Ки:/ п [С] (р! ~s /ku:z/) (Fr) 1 sudden 
action taken to get power, obtain a désired 
result, etc: He made/pulled off a great ~, 
succeeded in what he attempted. 2 = coup 
d'état. 

coup d'état /,ku: dei'ta:/, и [С] violent or 
unconstitutional change in government. 

coupé /'ku:pe: US: ku:'pei/ n [С] (p/ ~s) 
roofed two-door car with a sloping back. 

couple’ /'kapl/ п [С] 1 two persons or things, 
seen together or associated: Here is a ~ of 
pounds towards the expenses. ГИ ring you in a 
~ of days, in two days time. 2 man and his 
wife: married ~s,; partners in a dance, rela- 
tionship, etc: They make ahandsome ~. 

couple? /‘kapl/ vt,vi 1 fasten, join (two 
things) together: We ~ the name of Oxford 
with the idea of learning. 2 marry; (of animals) 
unite sexually; (of things) come together; 
unite. 

coup-let /'kaplit/ и [С] two successive lines of 
verse, equal in length and with rhyme. 

coup-ling /'kaplin/ и 1 [U] act of joining. 2 
{C] link, etc that joins two parts, esp two rail- 
way coaches or other vehicles. 

cou-pon /'ku:pon/ п [С] 1 ticket, part of a 
decument, paper, bond, etc, which gives the 
holder the right to receive or do something, eg 
a voucher given with a purchase to be ex- 
changed for goods. 2 entry form for a compet- 
ition; form(8) in a newspaper, etc for buying 
by post, obtaining brochures, etc: Fill in the ~ 
below and send и to... 

cour-age /karid3 US: ‘kar-/ н [U] quality 
that makes a person able to control fear in the 


courageous/cover 


face of danger, pain, etc. take courage, be 
brave. & also pluck(4). 

cou-rageous /koa'reidzas/ adj brave; fear- 
less: Jt was ~ of him to chase the gunman. 
cou-rageous-ly adv 

cour-gette /kua'zet/ и (US = zucchini) 
small green marrow(3) eaten as a vegetable. 

cour-ier /'koria(r)/ п [С] 1 person who is paid 
to attend to details of travel (eg buying tickets, 
arranging for hotels, etc) and (sometimes) 
accompanying travellers. 2 messenger carry- 
ing news or important government papers. 

course’ /ko:s/ и 1 [U] forward movement in 
space or time: a river in its ~ to the sea; the~ 
of events. in due course, in the natural ord- 
er; at the normal time: Sow the seed now and in 
due ~ you will have the flowers. in the 
course of, during: in the ~ of conversation. 2 
[С] direction taken by something; line along 
which something moves; line of action: a map 
that shows the ~s of the chief rivers; The ship is 
on/off (her) right ~, is going/not going in the 
right direction. The ~ of the argument sudden- 
ly changed, went in a different direction. The 
disease must run its ~. (as) a matter of 
course, that which one would expect to be or 
happen, for which no effort is needed: You 
needn’t ask him to come; he'll come as a matter 
of ~. of ceurse, naturally; certainly: ‘Do you 
study hard” ‘Of ~ I do’. 3 [C] ground for 
games, sport: a 'golf-~; a'race-~. 4 [С] series 
of talks, treatments, etc: a~ of lectures; a~ of 
X-ray treatment. 5 [C] continuous layer of 
brick, stone, etc in a wall: a'damp-~. 6 [С] one 
of the several parts of a meal, eg soup, fish, 
dessert: a five-~ dinner; the main~. 

course? /ko:s/ vt,vi 1 chase (esp hares) with 
greyhounds. 2 move quickly; (of liquids) run: 
The blood ~d through his veins. 

cours-ing /'‘ko:sin/ п [U] sport of chasing 
hares with greyhounds (by sight, not scent). 

court! /ko:t/ и 1 [С] place where legal cases 
are held; the judges, magistrates and other of- 
ficers who administer justice: a ,~ of 'law/a 
Чаи ~; a'~-room. The prisoner was brought to 
~ for trial. Silence in~! 2 the Сл, (residence 
of a) great ruler, king, queen, emperor, his 
family and officials, councillors, etc; state 
gathering or reception given by a ruler: The 
C~ went into mourning when the Queen’s uncle 
died. 3 [С] space marked out for certain 
games: a'fennis-~. 
'court-card, playing-card with a king, queen 
or Jack. 
‘court-yard, unroofed space with walls or 
buildings round it. 

court? /ko:t/ vt,vi 1 try to win the affections 
of, with a view to marriage: He had been ~ing 
Jane for six months. There were several ~ing 
couples in the park. 2 try to win or obtain: to~ 
а person’s approval/support. 3 act in such a 
way that one may meet or receive (something 
disagreeable): That would be ~ing disaster. 

cour-teous /'k3:tios/ adj having, showing, 
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good manners; polite and kind (to). 
cour-teous-ly adv 

cour-tesy /'ks:tisi/ и (pi -ies) 1 [U] courteous 
behaviour. 2 [C] courteous act. 3 by cour- 
tesy of, by favour or permission, usually free 
of charge: a radio programme presented by ~ 
ОТ 

court-ier /'Ко:иэ(г)/ и [С] person ‘in 
attendance at the court of а sovereign: the 
King and his ~s. 

court-ly /'ko:tli/ adj (-ier, -iest) Gorna)) pol- 
ite and dignified. 

court-mar-tial  /,ko:t_ ‘ma: f/ п [С] (pl 
courts-martial) court for trying offences 
against military law; such a trial. о уг (-ll-) try 
(a person) in a court of this kind. 

court-ship /'ko:tfip/ и [U] courting(1); [С] 
period during which this lasts: after a brief ~. 

cousin /'kazn/ и [С]: (first) ~, child of one’s 
uncle or aunt; second ~, child of one’s par- 
ent’s first cousin. > removed. 

cove /ksauv/ п [С] small bay?. 

cov-en-ant /\Клуэпэп!/ и [С] 1 eeu formal 
agreement that is legally binding. 2 undertak- 
ing to make regular payments to a charity, 
trust, etc. с vt,vimake acovenant. 

Cov-en-try /'kovontri/ я send a person to 
Coventry, refuse to associate with him. 

cover’ /‘kava(r)/ п 1 [С] thing that covers: 
Some chairs are fitted with loose ~s. 2 |C] 
binding of a book, magazine, etc; back or 
front half of this: The book needs a new ~ 
from cover to cover, from beginning to 
end: J read the bock from ~ 10 ~:3 [С] wrap- 
per or envelope. under separate cover, in 
a separate parcel or envelope. -4 [U] place ог 
area giving shelter or protection: There was 
nowhere where we could take ~, eg from rain. 
take cover, place oneself where one is‘con- 
cealed or protected from enemy fire. 5 [U] 
woods or undergrowth protecting animals, 
etc. 6 [U] under cover of, with a pretence 
of: under ~ of friendship/darkness. 7 (U] force 
of aircraft protecting a Jand or sea operation. 
8 insurance against loss, damage, etc: Does 
your policy provide adequate ~ against fire? 

cover? /'kava(r)/ vt 1 place (one substance or 
thing) over or in front of (another); hide or 
protect (something) in this way; lie or extend 
over; occupy the surface of: C~ the table with 
a cloth. Snow ~ed the ground. He laughed to ~ 
(= hide) his nervousness. cover up, (a) Wrap 
up: C~ yourself up weil, Put on warm clothes, 
etc. (6) hide: How can we ~ up our tracks/our 
mistakes? Hence, 'сомег-ир я [C]. 2 be 
covered with, (a) have a great number or 
amount of: trees ~ed with blossom|fruit. (b) 
have as a natural coat: Cats are ~ed with fur. 
(с) be overcome by: ей with shame| 
confusion. 3 sprinkle or strew with: The table is 
~ed with/in dust. 4 bring on oneself: ~ oneself 
with glory/honour/disgrace. 5 protect: He ~ed 
his wife from the man’s blows with his‘ own 
body. Are you ~ed (= insured) against fire and 
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theft? 6 travel (a certain distance): By sunset 
we had ~ed thirty miles. 7 keep a gun aimed at 
a person (so that he cannot shoot or escape): 
Keep them ~ed! 8 (of guns, fortresses, etc) 
command(5); dominate: Our heavy artillery 
~ed every possible approach to the town. 9 (of 
money) be enough for: We have only just ~ed 
our expenses, made enough for our expenses, 
but no profit. 10 include; extend over; be 
adequate for: His researches ~ed a wide field. 
This book does not fully ~ the subject, does not 
deal with all aspects of it. 11 (in games such as 
cricket and baseball) stand behind (a player) 
to stop balls that he may miss. 12 (of a jour- 
nalist) report (what 1s said and done at meet- 
ings, on public occasions, etc): ~ the Labour 
Party’s conference. 

cover-age /'kavarid3/ п [U] covering of 
events, etc: TV ~ of the election campaign, eg 
by televising political meetings, interviews 
with candidates and voters. & cover?(12). 

cover-ing /'kavarin/ п [С] thing that covers: 
a thin ^ of snow. о adj: а ~ing letter, one sent 
with a document or with goods, etc. 

cover-let /'kavalit/ и [С] bedspread. 

cov-ert' /'kavat US also 'kauvat/ adj (of 
glances, threats, etc) half-hidden; disguised. 
cov-ert-ly adv 

cov-ert? /‘kavat/ п [С] area of thick under- 

_ growth in which animals hide. 
covet /'kavit/ vt desire eagerly (esp something 
belonging to somebody else). 

covet-ous /'kavitas/ adj (formal) covetous 
of, wanting eagerly (esp things belonging to 
somebody else). 
covet-ous-ly adv 

cow' /kau/ п [С] 1 fully grown female of any 
animal of the ox family, esp the domestic kind 
kept by farmers for producing milk. 2 female 
elephant, rhinoceros, whale, etc. 

'cow-boy, man (usually on horseback) who 
looks after cattle in the western parts of the 
US. 

‘cow-hand, 'cow-herd, person who looks 
after grazing cattle. 

'cow-hide, leather (or a strip of leather as a 
whip) made from а cow’s hide. 

'cow-man, man responsible for milking 
cows. 

'cow-shed, building in which cows are kept 
or to which they are taken to be milked. 

Cow? /kau/ vt frighten (a person) into submis- 
sion: The child had a ~ed look, \ooked fright- 
ened because of threats of violence, etc. 

cow-ard /'kauod/ п [С] 1 person unable to 
control his fear. 2 person who runs away from 
responsibility, dangerous situations, etc. 
cow.ard-ly adj (а) not brave. (b) of or likea 
coward: ~ly behaviour. 

сом/-аг4се /'kavoadis/ п [0] feeling, way of 
behaviour, of a coward. 

cower /'kaua(r)/ vi lower the body; shrink 
back from cold, misery, fear, shame: The dog 
~ed under the table when its master raised the 


coverage / -сгасу 


whip. 

cowl /kaul/ п [С] 1 long, loose gown (as worn 
by monks) with a hood that can be pulled over 
the head; the hood itself. 2 metal cap for a 
chimney, ventilating pipe, etc often made so as 
to revolve with the wind and improve the 
draught(1). 

cow:pox /'kauppks/ п [С] contagious dis- 
ease of cattle, caused by a virus which 1s the 
source of vaccine for smallpox. 

cox /koks/ n [С] (informal) (abbr of) cox- 
swain. с vt,vi act as Coxswain. 

cox:swain /'koksn/ n [С] 1 person who 
steers a rowing-boat, esp in races. 2 person in 
charge of a ship’s boat and crew. 

coy /koi/ adj (-er, -est) (esp of a girl) (pretend- 
ing to be) shy, modest. 
coy-ly adv 

соу-о*е /'koisut US: 'karaut/ п [С] prairie 
wolf of western N America. 

crab /kreb/ п [С] ten-legged shellfish; [U] its 
meat as food. 

crab-apple /'kreb zpl/ п [С] wild apple- 
tree; its hard, sour fruit: ,~ ‘jelly. 

crab-bed /'krzbid/ adj 1 bad-tempered; easi- 
ly irritated. 2 (of handwriting) difficult to 
read. 3 (of writings, authors) difficult to un- 
derstand. 

crack’ /krekj и [С] 1 line or division where 
something is broken, but not into separate 
parts: a cup with bad ~s in it. 2 sudden, sharp 
noise (as of a rifle or whip): the ~ of thunder. 3 
sharp blow which can be heard: give/get a ~ 
on the head. 4 have a crack at sth, make an 
attempt at something which is difficult. 5 
first-rate; very clever or expert: Не’5 а ~ shot, 
expert at using a rifle. 

crack? |krek/ vt,vi 1 get ог make a Sticke or 
cracks(1) in: J can ~ it, but I can’t break it. 2 
make, cause to make, a crack or cracks(2): to 
~ a whip|the joints of the fingers. 3 crack 
down on (sb/sth), take disciplinary action 
against: ~ down on gambling. crack up, (a) 
lose strength (in old age). (b) suffer a mental 
collapse. crack a joke, make one. get 
cracking, get busy (with work waiting to be 
done). 

cracker /'kreka(r)/ п [С] 1 thin, flaky, dry 
biscuit (as eaten with cheese). 2 firework that 
makes cracking noises when set off: The 
Chinese use ~s to frighten away evil spirits. > 
also Christmas cracker, nutcrackers. 

crackers /'krekoz/ adj (s/) mad; crazy. 

crackle /'krekl/ vi make a series of small 
cracking sounds, as when one treads on dry 
twigs, or when dry sticks burn: A cheerful 
wood fire was crackling on the hearth. a n [U] 
small cracking sounds, as described above: the 
distant ~ of machine-gun fire. . 

crack-ling /'kreklin/ n[U]1 crackle. 2 crisp 
skin of roast pork. 

crack-pot /‘krekppt/ adj, п [С] eccentric 
(person with strange ideas): ~ ideas. 

-cracy /-krasi/ suffix (used to form a noun) 


cradle /cravat 


government, rule, class, 
democracy,-aristocracy. 

cradle /'kreidl/ п [С] 1 small bed, sometimes 
mounted on rockers, for a newborn baby. 
from the cradle to the grave, from birth 
to death. 2 (fig) place where something is born 
or begins: Greece, the ~ of Western culture. 3 
framework resembling a cradle or which is 
used like a cradle, eg a structure on which a 
ship is supported while being built or repaired. 
4 part of a telephone apparatus on which the 
receiver rests. о vt place, hold, in or as ша 
cradle: cradling a baby in one’s arms. 

craft /Кга: US: kreft/ n 1 [С] occupation, 
esp one in which skill in the use of the hands is 
needed; such a skill or technique: the potter’s 
~; 'needle~, 'wood~, 'handi~. 2 [С] those en- 
gaged in such an occupation, organized in a 
guild or union: the ~ of masons. 3 [С] (pl un- 
changed) boat(s), ship(s): The harbour was full 
of all kinds of ~. & also aircraft, spacecraft. 4 
ПО] cunning; trickery; skill in deceiving: Be 
careful when you do business with him; he’s full 

of ~. в> crafty. 
craft-ily /-ali/ adv 
crafti-ness n[U] 

crafts-man /‘kra:ftsman US: 'krefts-/ и [С] 
(pl -men) skilled workman who practises a 
craft. 

crafty /‘kra:ft: US: КгаГи/ adj (-ier, -iest) 
cunning; showing skill in trickery or deceit. 

crag /krzg/ п [С] high, steep, sharp or rugged 
mass of rock. 
craggy adj (-ier, -iest) having many crags. 

cram /krem/ vi,vi (-mm-) 1 cram into/ 
with, make too full; put, push, very much or 
100 much into: to ~ food into one’s mouth|~ 
one’s mouth with food. 2 fill the head with facts 
(for an examination): to ~ pupils. 
;cram-'full /-'ful/ adj, adv as full as cramming 
can make it. 

cramp! /kremp/ п [U] sudden and painful 
tightening of the muscles, usually caused by 
cold or overwork, making movement diffi- 
cult: The swimmer was seized with|had ~ and 
had to be helped out of the water. 

cramp? /kremp/ vt 1 keep in a narrow space; 
slow down or prevent the movement or 
growth of: All these difficulties ~ed his pro- 
gress. We are|feel ~ed for space here. 2 cause 
to have, affect with, cramp’. 3 fasten with a 
сгатр?. 

сгатр? /kremp/ n [С] 1 (also '~-iron) metal 
bar with the ends bent, used for holding 
together masonry or timbers. 2 tool with a 
moveable part which can be screwed up to 
hold things. 

cram-pon /'kremppn/ п [С] (usually p/) iron 
plate with spikes, worn on shoes for walking 
or climbing on ice. 

cran-berry /'krenbri US: -beri/ и [С] (pl 
-ies) small, red berry of a shrub, used for 
making jelly and sauce. 

crane’ /Кгет/ п [С] 1 large wading bird with 


characterized by: 
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long legs and neck. 2 machine with a long arm 
that can be swung round, used for lifting and 
moving heavy weights. 

crane? /krein/ vt,vi stretch (the neck): to ~ 
forward; to ~ one’s neck in order to see. 

crane-fly /‘krein flai/ и [С] (p/ -ies) kind of 
fly with very long legs. 

cran-ial /'kreimial/ adj (anat) of the skull. 

cran-ium /'kreimiom/ и [С] (anat) bony part 
of the head enclosing the brain. 

crank’ /kreyk/ л [С] L-shaped arm and han- 
Че for making something turn. о vf move, 
cause to move, by turning a crank: to ~ up an 
engine. 
'crank-shaft, shaft that turns or is turned by 
acrank. 

crank? /krenk/ п [С] person with fixed (and 
often strange) ideas, esp on one subject: Don’t 
go to that doctor —he’sa~! 
cranky adj (-ier, -iest) (a) (of people, ideas) 
odd; eccentric. (b) (of buildings, machines, 
etc) unsteady; shaky. 

cranny /‘kreni/ n [С] (p/ -ies) small crack or 
opening, eg ina wall. : 

crap /krzp/n[U](s/) nonsense. 

crash’ /kref/ п. [С] 1 (noise made by a) 
violent fall, blow or breaking: The tree fell 
with a great ~. He was killed in a ‘plane ~..2 
ruin; collapse (eg in trade, finance): The great 
~ on Wall Street in 1929 ruined international 
{га4е. о adv withacrash. 
'crash-barrier, fence, railing, etc ised to 
keep people, vehicles, etc apart (eg along the 
centre of a motorway). 
'crash-course/-programme, one design- 
ed to achieve quick results. 
'‘crash-helmet, hard helmet worn, eg by a 
motor-cyclist, to protect the head in a crash. 
'crash-land vi,vt (of aircraft) land, be land- 
ed, wholly or partly out of control. Hence, 
'crash-landing 7 [СО] 

crash? /kre{/ vt,vi 1 fall or strike suddenly, 
violently, and noisily (esp of things that 
break): The bus ~ed into a tree. The aircraft 
~ed. 2 cause to crash: to ~ an aircraft. 3 force 
or break through violently: elephants ~ing 
through the jungle. 4 (of a business company, 
government, etc) come to ruin; meet disaster: 
His great financial scheme ~ed. 

crass /krzs/ adj (of such qualities as ignor- 
ance, stupidity, etc) complete; very great. .. 

-Crat /-kret/ suffix (used to form а neun) 
member, supporter, of a government, class, 
etc: democrat; aristocrat. 
-cratic /-kratik/ (used to form an adjective): 
democratic. 

crate /kreit/ и [С] large framework of light 
boards or basketwork for carrying goods in 
transport. а vf put inacrate. 

cra-ter /'‘kreita(r)/ п [С] 1 mouth of a vol- 
cano. 2 hole in the ground made by the explo- 
sion of a bomb, shell, etc. 

cra-vat /kro'vet/ п [С] piece of cloth loosely 
folded and worn round the neck asa tie. 
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crave /kreiv/ vt,vi ask earnestly for, have a 
strong desire for: to ~ (for) forgiveness; to~ 
for a drink. 

crav-ing /'kreivin/ я [С] very strong desire: а 
~ for whisky. 

crawl /kro:l/ vi 1 move slowly, pulling the 
body along the ground or other surface (as 
worms and snakes do); (of human beings) 
move in this way, or on the hands and knees: 
The wounded soldier ~ed into a shell-hole. 2 go 
very slowly: Our train ~ed over the damaged 
bridge. 3 be full of, covered with, things that 
crawl: The ground was ~ing with ants. 4 (of the 
flesh) feel as if covered with crawling things: 
She says that the sight of snakes makes her 
flesh ~.an1[U] crawling movement: Traffic 
in Oxford Street was reduced to a ~ during the 
rush hours. 2 the ~, swimming style, bringing 
the arms over the head while lying on one’s 
stomach. 
crawler, (a) person or thing that crawls. (b) 
(pl) article of clothing made for a baby to 
crawl about in. 

cray-fish /'kreifif/ и [С] freshwater shellfish 
like a lobster. 

crayon /'kreian/ п [С] stick or pencil of col- 
oured chalk, wax or charcoal. с vt draw with 
crayons. 

craze /kreiz/ vt make wildly excited or mad: a 
~d look|expression; a half-~d prophet. (Note: 
usually used as а pp.) ал [С] enthusiastic in- 
terest that may last for a comparatively short 
time; the object of such interest: the modern ~ 
for rock music. > rage(3). 

crazy /'kreizi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 wildly excited 
or enthusiastic: Рт ~ абои Гог you, darling. 2 
suffering from mental disorder; foolish: You 
were ~ to lend that man your money. 

,;crazy ‘paving, (of pavements) made up of 
irregularly shaped pieces. 

craz-ily /-ali/ adv 

crazi-ness и [0] 

creak /kri:k/ и [С], vi (make a) sound like an 
unoiled hinge. 
creaky adj (-ier, -iest) making creaking 
sounds: ~y stairs. 

cream /kri:m/ n [0] 1. fatty or oily part of 
milk which rises to the surface and can be 
made into butter. 2 kind of food containing or 
resembling cream: ~ cheese; ice-~. 3 sub- 
stance like cream in appearance or consis- 
tency, used for polishing, as a cosmetic, etc: 
furniture ~; 'face-~. 4 part of a liquid that 
gathers at the top: ~ of tartar/lime. 5 best part 
of anything: the ~ of society, those of highest 
rank. 6 yellowish-white colour. а adj 
yellowish-white. 0 vt take cream from (milk); 
add cream to: ~ed potatoes. 
creamy adj (-ier, -iest) smooth and rich like 
cream; containing cream: ~y butter. 

cream-ery /‘kri:mori/ n [С] (р! -ies) 1 place 
where milk, cream, butter, cheese, etc are sold. 
2 butter and cheese factory. 

crease /kri:s/ п [С] 1 line made (on cloth, 


crave /credit 


paper, etc) by crushing, folding or pressing. 2 
white line on a cricket pitch to mark the posi- 
tions of certain players. а vt,vi make, get a 
crease in: This material ~s easily. 

cre-ate /kri'eit/ vt 1 cause something to exist; 
make (something new or original): God ~d the 
world. Dickens ~d many wonderful characters 
in his novels. 2 give rise to; produce: His behay- 
tour ~d a bad impression. 3 invest (a person) 
with a rank: He was ~d Baron of Bunthorp. 

cre-ation /kri'ei{n/n 1 [U] the act of creating 
(eg the world): the ~ of great works of art/of 
an Empire. 2 the C~, the world or universe 
as created by God. 3 [U] production of the hu- 
man intelligence, esp one in which imagina- 
tion has a part: the ~s of poets, artists, com- 
posers and dramatists. The women were wear- 
ing the newest ~s of the Paris dressmakers. 

cre-ative /kri'eitiv/ adj having power to 
create; of creation: useful and ~ work, ie 
requiring intelligence and imagination. 
cre-ative-ly adv 

cre-ator /kri'cito(r){ п [С] person who 
creates. the C~, God. 

crea-ture /'kri:tfa(r)/ п [С] 1 living animal. 2 
living person: a lovely ~, a beautiful woman. 
‘creature comforts, material needs such as 
food and drink. 

créche /'kreif/ и [С] 1 (СВ) public nursery 
where babies are looked after while their 
mothers are at work. 2(US) = crib'(3). 

cre-dence /'kri:dons/ п [0] give/attach 
credence to, (formal) believe (gossip, what 
is Said, etc). 

cre-den-tials /kri'denflz/ п p/letters or pap- 
ers showing that a person is what he claims to 
be: His ~ were so satisfactory that he was given 
the post of manager. 

cred-ible /'kredobl/ adj that can be believed: 
~ witnesses. 
cred.-ibly /-abli/ adv in a credible manner. 
credi-bil-ity /,kredi'biloti/ п [0] 

credit’ /'kredit/ n 1 [0] belief of others that a 
person, business company, etc can pay debts, 
or will keep a promise to pay: No ~ is given at 
this shop, payment must be in cash. 2 [U] 
money shown as owned by a person, com- 
pany, etc in a bank account: You havea ~ 
balance of £250. 3 [С] sum of money advanced 
or loaned (by a bank, etc): The bank refused 
further ~s to the company. 4 (book-keeping) 
record of payments received: Does this item go 
among the ~s or the debits? 5 [С] (US) entry on 
a record to show that a course of study has 
been completed: ~s in history and geography. 
6 [U] honour, approval, good name or reputa- 
tion: a man of the highest ~. get/take credit 
(for sth), receive recognition, etc; take it: 
He’s cleverer than I gave him ~ for, than I 
thought. 7 addition to a person’s reputation: 
The work does you ~. be a credit to sb/ 
sth, add to the good name of: Your sonisa~ 
to you. 8 [0] belief; trust; confidence: The ru- 
mour is gaining ~. 9 [C} (usually p/) names on 


credit/cricket 


a film of persons responsible for acting, direct- 
ing, etc. 
‘credit account, account with a shop, etc 
with an agreement for payments at a later 
date, eg monthly or quarterly. 
‘credit card, (a) one issued by a business 
firm allowing the holder to obtain goods on 
credit(1). (bb) one issued by a bank allowing 
the holder to have money from its branches or 
use cheques to buy goods up to a written 
amount. 
‘credit side, (a) right-hand side of an ac- 
count(1) showing payments received. (b) 
(fig) favourable comments about a person: He 
is easily annoyed and can also be boring, but on 
the ~ side he is generous. 
'credit-squeeze, government policy of 
making it difficult to borrow money (as part 
of an anti-inflation policy). 
credit-titles, n p/ = credit(9). 
'credit-worthy, adj (accepted as being) safe 
to offer credit to. 

credit? /‘kredit/ vt 1 believe that a person or 
thing has something: Until now [ve always 
~ed you with more sense. The relics are ~ed 
with miraculous powers. Miraculous powers are 
~ed 10 the relics. 2 enter on the credit side of 
an account: ~ a customer with £10; ~ £10 toa 
customer|to his account. 

credi-table /'kreditobl/ adj that brings cred- 
it(6,7,8): a~ attempt. 
credi-tably /-abli/ adv 

credi-tor /'kredita(r)/ п [С] person to whom 
one owes money: run away from one’s ~S. 

cre-du-lity /kri'd3u:loti US: -'du:-/ п [U] too 
great a readiness to believe things. 

credu-lous /'kredzulas/ adj (too) ready to 
believe things: ~ people who accept all the pro- 
mises of the politicians. 
credu-lous-ly adv 

creed /kri:d/ n [C] (system of) beliefs or 
opinions, esp on religious doctrine. the C~, 
(formal) summary of Christian doctrine. 

creek /kri:k/[C] 1 (GB) narrow inlet of wat- 
er on the coast or in a river-bank. 2 (US) small 
river. 

creep /kri:p/ vi (pt,pp crept /krept/) 1 move 
along with the body close to the ground or 
floor: The cat crept silently towards the bird. 2 
move slowly, quietly or secretly: The thief 
crept along the corridor. 3 (of time, age, etc) 
come on gradually: Old age ~s on one un- 
awares. 3 (of plants, etc) grow along the 
ground, over the surface of a wall, etc: Ivy had 
crept over the ruined castle wails. 4 (of the 
flesh) have the feeling that things are creeping 
over it (as the result of fear, repugnance, etc): 
The sight of the cold, damp prison cell, with rats 
running about, made her flesh.~. г>. crawi(4). 
o n [C] (informal) person whose character is 
strongly disliked. 

creeper. /‘kri:pa(r)/ п [С] 1 insect, bird, etc 
that creeps: 2 plant that grows along the 

- ground,.over rocks, walls, etc. 
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creepy /‘kri:pi/ adj (-ier, -iest) having or 
causing fear: The ghost story made us all ~. 

cre-mate /kri'meit/ vt burn (a corpse) to 
ashes: He says he wants to be ~d, not buried. 
cre-ma-tion /kri'meifn/ и [U] cremating; [С] 
instance of this. 

cre-ma-tor-ium /|,kremo'to:riom/ я [С] (р/ 
~s) furnace, building, place, for the сге- 
mating of corpses. 

cre-ma-tory /'krematori US: -to:ri/ и [С] (p/ 
-ies) = crematorium. 

crepe, crépe /kreip/ п [U] name for kinds 
of wrinkled cloth or paper. 
‚сгере 'paper, thin paper with a wavy or 
wrinkled surface. 
crepe rubber, raw rubber with a wrinkled 
surface, used for the soles of shoes, etc. 

crept /krept/ > creep. 

cres-cendo /kri'fendau/ п [С] (pi ~s), adj 1 
(passage of music to be played, something 
heard) with, of, increasing loudness. 2 (fig) 
progress towards a climax. 

cres-cent /‘kresnt/ и [С] 1 (something 
shaped like) the curve of the moon in the first 
quarter. 2 row of houses in the form of a cres- 
cent. 

cress /kres/[U] name of various plants, esp 
the kind (water-~) with hot-tasting leaves 
(used in salads and sandwiches). 

crest /krest/[C] 1 tuft of feathers оп а bird’s 
head. 2 decoration like a crest formerly worn 
on the top of a helmet. 3 design over the shield 
of a coat of arms, or used separately (eg on a 
seal, or on notepaper): the family ~, one used 
by a family. 4 top of a slope or hill; white top 
of a large wave. on the crest of a wave, 
(fig) at the most favourable moment of one’s 
fortunes. о vt reach the crest of a hill, a wave. 
'‘crest-fallen, (fig) very disappointed. 

cre-tin /'kretin US: 'kri:ton/ и [С] deformed 
and mentally undeveloped person. 

cre-vasse /kri'ves/ п [С] deep, open crack, 
esp in ice on a glacier. 

crev-ice /‘krevis/ n [С] 
crack (in a rock, wall, etc). 

crew’ /Кги:/ п [С] 1 all the persons working a 
ship or aircraft; all these except the officers: 
officers and ~. 2 person or persons on a yacht 
or plane working under the direction of the 
helmsman or pilot. 3 group of persons work- 
ing together; gang. а wi act as crew(2): ie 
you ~ for me in tomorrow’s race? 

crib! /krib/ п [С] 1 wooden и ны 
which animals can pull out food. 2 representa- 
tion (eg in a church at Christmas) of the nativ- 
ity. 3 small bed for a newborn baby. 

crib? /krib/ п [К] 1 something copied. dis- 
honestly from the work of another. 2 word- 
for-word translation of a foreign text used by 
students of the language. 0 v/,vi (-bb-) 1 use a 
crib(2). 2 copy (another student’s written 
work) dishonestly. 

cricket! /‘knkit/ п [С] small, brown jumping 
insect which makes a shrill noise by rubbing 


narrow opening or 
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its front wings together. 

cricket? /'krikit/ п [U] ball game ('~-match) 
played on a field by two teams of eleven play- 
ers each, with bats and wickets. 
cricketer, cricket player. 

cried /kraid/ © cry’. 

crier /‘kraia(r)/ п [С] 1 officer who makes 
public announcements in a court of law. 2 per- 
son (esp а young child) who cries(2) a lot. 

cries /kraiz/ pres tense of cry’; pl of cry’. 

crime /kraim/ n 1 [С] offence for which there 
is severe punishment by law; [U] such offences 
collectively; serious law-breaking: 10 commit a 
serious ~. It is the business of the police to 
prevent and detect ~ and of the law courts to 
punish ~. 2 foolish or wrong act, not neces- 
sarily an offence against the law: /t would be а 
~ to send the boy out on sucha cold, wet night. 
'crime-wave, period when many crimes are 
committed. 

crimi-nal /'kriminl/ adj of crime: a~ act.an 
[С] person who commits а crime or crimes. 
crimi-nally /-nali/ adv 

crimi-nol-ogy /,krimi'npledz1/ и [U] the 
study of crime. 

crim-son /‘krimzn/ adj, п [U] deep red (col- 
our). о vt,vimake or become crimson; blush. 

cringe /krind3/ vi 1 move (the body) back or 
down in fear: The dog ~d at the sight of the 
whip. 2 behave (towards a superior) in a way 
that shows lack of self-respect; be too humble: 
cringing to/before a policeman. 

crinkle /'krink]/ п [С] small, narrow wrinkle 
(in material such as foil or paper). о vt,vi make 
or get crinkles in: ~d paper, eg crépe paper. 

cripple /'kripl/[C] person unable to walk or 
move properly, through injury or weakness in 
the spine or legs. o vt make a cripple of; 
damage or weaken seriously: ~d soldiers; 
activities ~d by lack of money. 

cri-sis /'kraisis/ n [С] (p/ crises /-si:z/) 1 
turning-point in illness, life, history. 2 time of 
difficulty, danger or anxiety about the future: 
a cabinet| financial ~. 

crisp /krisp/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (esp of food) 
hard, dry and easily broken: ~ toast/biscuits. 
2 (of the air, the weather) frosty, cold: the ~ 
air of an autumn morning. 3 (of style, manners) 
quick, precise and decided; showing no 
doubts or hesitation: aman with a ~~ manner of 
speaking. оп [С] (US = chips) thin slices of 
potatoes, fried and dried (usually sold in pack- 
ets). о vf,vimake or become crisp. 
crisp-ly adv 
crisp-ness и [С] 

criss-cross /'kriskros US. -kro:s/ adj, adv 
(as) with crossed lines: а ~ pattern/design. о 
vi,vi move diagonally; mark with lines that 
cross. 

cri-terion /krai'tiorion/ п [С] (pl -ria /-глэ/ or 
~s) standard of judgement; principle by 
which something is measured for value: Suc- 
cess in making money is not always a good ~ of 
real success in life. 


-cricket/crop 


critic /'kritik/ п [С] 1 person who forms and 
gives judgements, esp about literature, art, 
music, etc: musical/dramitic|literary; ~s. 2 
person who finds fault, points out mistakes, 
etc: Jammy own most severe ~. 

criti-cal /'kritikl/ adj 1 of or at a crisis: We 
are at а ~ time in our history. The patient's 
condition is ~, He is dangerously ill. 2 of the 
work of a critic: ~ opinions on art and litera- 
ture. 3 fault-finding: ~ remarks. 
criti-cally /-klij adv in a critical(1) manner: 
He’s ~ly ill. 

criti-cism /'‘kritisizom/ и 1 [U] the work of a 
critic; the art of making judgements (concern- 
ing art, literature, etc). 2 [С] judgement ог 
opinion on literature, art, etc. 3 [U] fault- 
finding; [С] remark, etc that finds fault. 

criti-cize (also -ise) /'kritisaiz/ vt,vi form 
and give a judgement of; find fault with: ~ 
somebody for doing something. 

cri-tique /kri'ti:k/ п [С] critical essay or re- 
view. 

croak /krauk/ и [С] deep, hoarse sound (as 
made by frogs). с vt,vi 1 make this kind of 
sound. 2 say та croaking voice. 3 (s/) = die?. 

cro-chet /'kraufe: US: krou'fei/ vt,vi make 
(material) with a thread looped over others 
with the help of a small hooked needle (called 
a '!~-hook). вп [U] material (eg lace) made or 
being made in this мау. 

crock /krok/ м [С] pot or jar made of baked 
earth, eg for containing water; broken piece of 
such a pot. 

crock-ery /‘krokori/ п [U] pots, plates, cups, 
dishes and other utensils (made of baked 
clay). 

croco-dile /'krokodail/ п [С] 1 large river 
reptile with a long body and tail, covered with 
a hard skin. 2 (informal) (school children) 
walking in procession, two by two. 
‘crocodile tears, insincere sorrow. 

cro-cus /'kraukas/ и [С] (р/ ~es) (kind of) 
small plant which flowers early in spring with 
large, coloured petals. 

croft /kroft US: kro:ft/ п [С] small, enclosed 
field; small farm. 
crofter, person who rents or owns a small 
farm, esp а joint tenant of a farm in Scotland. 

crook /kruk/ 1 [С] 1 stick or staff with a 
rounded hook at one end, esp such a stick used 
by a shepherd. 2 bend or curve, eg in a river or 
path. 3 (informal) person who makes a living 
by dishonest or criminal means. о у1, 77 bend 
into the shape of a crook: 10 ~ one’s finger| 
arm. 

crooked /'krukid/ adj 1 not straight or level; 
twisted; bent: а ~ little man. Youve got your 
hat on ~. 2 (of a person or his actions) dis- 
honest; not straightforward. 
crook-ed-ly adv 

croon /kru:n/ v?,vi hum or sing gently in a 
narrow range of notes: ~ a lullaby. 

crop’ /Кгор/ n [C] 1 yearly (ог season’s) рго- 
duce of grain, grass, fruit, etc: the po'tato~. 2 


crop/ crossfire 


(р!) agricultural plants in the fields: to get the 
~5 т. 3 group of persons or things, amount of 
anything, appearing or produced together: 
The Prime Minister's statement produced а ~ 
of questions. 

crop? /krop/ и [С] 1 bag-like part of a bird’s 
throat where food is broken up for digestion 
before passing into the stomach. 2 very short 
hair-cut. 

crop? /Кгор/ vt,vi (-pp-) 1 (of animals) bite 
off the tops of (grass, plants, etc); graze: The 
sheep had ~ped the grass short. 2 cut short (a 
person’s hair, a horse’s tail or ears). 3 sow or 
plant: to ~ ten acres with wheat. 4 bear a crop: 
The beans ~ped well this year. 5 crop up/ 
out, (of rock, minerals) show up above the 
earth’s surface. 6 crop up, appear or happen 
(esp unexpectedly): All sorts of difficulties 
~ped up. 

cro-quet /'krauker US: krau'kei/ п [0] game 
played on short grass with wooden balls which 
are knocked with wooden mallets through 
hoops. 

cro-sier, cro-zier /'krauzia(r) US: -Sar/ п 
[C] bishop’s staff, usually shaped like a 
shepherd’s crook. 

cross' /kros US: kro:s/ adj 1 (informal) bad- 
tempered; easily or quickly showing anger: 
Don’t be ~ with the child for being late. 2 (of 
winds) contrary; opposed: Strong ~ winds 
made it difficult for the yachts to leave harbour. 
cross-ly adv 
cross-ness n[U] 

cross? /kros US: kro:s/ п [С] 1 mark made by 
drawing one line across another, eg x, +: 
The place is marked on the map witha ~~. 2 line 
or stroke forming part of a letter (eg the hori- 
zontal stroke on a ‘t’). 3 stake or post with an- 
other piece of wood across it like T, ¢ or X, as 
used in ancient times for crucifixion, esp the 
C~, that on which Christ died; model of this 
as a religious emblem; sign of a cross made 
with the right hand as a religious act. 4 (fig) 
suffering; affliction; burden of sorrow: to bear 
one’s ~. 5 emblem, in the form of a cross or a 
Star, (to be) worn by an order of knighthood; 
decoration for personal valour: the Victoria 
C~. 6 (place of) crossing. (cut) on the 
cross, diagonally: This skirt material was cut 
on the ~. 7 offspring of animals or plants of 
different sorts or breeds: А mule is а ~~ between 
ahorse and ап ass. 

cross? /kros US: kro:s/ vt,vi 1 go across; pass 
from one side to the other side of: to ~ a road| 
river{bridge|the sea/the Sahara. cross one’s 
mind, (of ideas, etc) occur to one: The idea 
has just ~ed my mind that... 2 draw a line or 
lines across or through: Two of the words had 
been ~ed ош. I ~ed his name off the list. 
cross a cheque, draw two parallel lines 
across it so that it can only be paid into a bank 
account. 3 put or place across or over: to ~ 
one’s legs. keep one’s fingers crossed, 
(fiz) hope for the best, that nothing will hap- 
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pen to upset one’s plans, etc. 4 cross 
oneself, make the sign of the cross on or 
over oneself as a religious act, to invoke God’s 
protection, or as a sign of awe. 5 (of persons 
travelling, letters in the post) meet and pass: 
We ~ed each other on the way. Our letters ~ed 
in the post. 6 oppose or obstruct (somebody, 
his plans, wishes, etc): He was angry at having 
his plans ~ed. 7 produce a cross(7) by mixing 
breeds. 

cross-bar /'krosba:(r) US: 'kro:s-/ п [С] bar 
going across, eg the bar joining the two up- 
right posts of the goal (in football, etc) or the 
front and rear ends of a bicycle frame. 

cross-beam /'krosbi:m US: 'kro:s-/ и [С] 
beam placed across, esp one that supports 
parts of a structure. 

cross-benches /'krosbentfiz US: 'kro:s-/n 
pl those benches in the House of Commons 
used by members who do not vote regularly 
with either the Government or the Opposi- 
tion. Hence, cross-bencher n[C]. 

cross-bow /'krosbau US: 'kro:s-/ п [С] old 
kind of bow placed across a grooved wooden 
support, used for shooting arrows, bolts, 
stones, etc. 

cross-bred /'krosbred US: 'kro:s-/ adj pro- 
duced by crossing breeds: ~ sheep. 

cross-breed /'krosbri:d US: 'kro:s-/ п [С] 
(in farming, etc) animal, plant, etc produced 
by crossing breeds. 

cross-country /,kros'kantri US. ,kro:s-/ 
adj, adv across the country or fields, not along 
roads: a~ race. 

cross-check /,kros 'tfek US: ,kro:s/ vt,vi 
verify, eg a method, calculation, by using a 
different method, etc: We ~ed the results 
twice. о п [С] verification of this sort: We'd 
better doa~ on these figures. 

cross-cur-rent /‘kros karant US: ‘kro:s 
koront/ n [С] (fig) body of opinion contrary to 
that of the majority. 

cross-division /,kros di'vizn US. ,kro:s/ и 
[С] division of a group according to more than 
one factor at the same time so that sub- 
divisions interrelate; instance of this. 

cross-exam-ine /,kros ig'zemin US: 
ikro:s/ vf question closely, esp to test answers 
already given to someone else, as in a law 
court, by counsel, etc. 
cross-examiner, 
examines. 
cross-examination /,kros ig,zemi'neifn 
US: ,kro:s/ п [С] 

cross-eyed /‘krosaid US: 'kro:s-/ adj with 
one or both eyebalis turned towards the nose. 

cross-fer-ti-lize (also -ise) /,kros 'fs:talaiz 
US: ,kro:s/ vt carry pollen from the stamens of 
one plant to the pistil of another plant. 
cross-fer-ti-li-za-tion (also  -isation) 
|,kros ,fa:talar'zerfn US: |kro:s -l'z-/ и [О] 

cross-fire /'krosfaia(r) US: 'kro:s-/ п [0] 1 
firing of guns from two or more points so that 
the lines of fire cross 2 (fig) situation in which 


person who cross- 
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questions are put from persons in different 
places. 

cross-grained |,kros 'greind US: ,kro:s/ 
adj 1 (of wood) with the grain in crossing 
directions. 2 (fig) difficult to please or get on 
with. 

cross-ing /'krosin US: 'kro:s-/ и [С] 1 the act 
of going across, esp by sea: We had a rough ~ 
from Dover to Calais. 2 place where two roads, 
two railways, or a road and a railway cross. 3 
‘street ~, place on a street where pedestrians 
are requested to cross. > level crossing. 

cross-legged /,kros ‘legd US: ,kro:s 'legid/ 
adv (of a person sitting) with one leg placed 
across the other. 

cross-pur-poses /Кгоз 'ps:pasiz US: 
ikro:s/ n pl be at cross-purposes, (of two 
persons or groups) misunderstand one an- 
other; have different and conflicting purposes. 

cross-question /Кгоз 'КмезЦэп US: 
;kro:s/ vt = cross-examine. 

cross-ref-er-ence /,kros 'refarans US: 
ikro:s/ и [С] reference from one part of a book, 
file, etc to another, for further information. 

cross-road /'krpsraud US: 'kro:s-/ п [С] 1 
road that crosses another. 2 (p/) (used with a 
sing verb) place where two or more roads 
meet: We came toa~s. 

cross-sec-tion /,kros 'sekJn US. ,kro:s/ и 
{C] 1 (drawing of a) piece or slice made by cut- 
ting across, eg a tree trunk. 2 (fig) typical or 
representative sample of the whole: a ~ of the 
electors. 

cross-stitch /'kros зи US: 'kro:s/ п [С] 
(needlework using a) stitch formed of two 
stitches that cross. 

cross-wise /'krps waiz US. 'kro:s/ adv 
across; diagonally; in the form of across. 

cross-word /'krpsw3:d US: 'kro:s-/ п [С] 
(also '~ puzzle) puzzle in which words have to 
be written (from numbered clues) vertically 
and horizontally (up and down) in spaces on a 
chequered pattern. 

crotch /Кго{/ п [С] 1 place where a branch 
forks from a tree: The child was sitting ina ~ 
of a tree. 2 piace where a pair of trousers or a 
person’s legs fork from the trunk. 

crotchet /‘krotfit/ п [С] (music) (US = 
quarter note) black-headed note with stem (J), 
half of a minim. 
crotchety adj bad-tempered. 

crouch /kraut$/ vi lower the body with the 
limbs together (in fear or to hide, or, of ani- 
mals, ready to jump). оп [С] crouching posi- 
tion. 

croup’ /kru:p/ п [U] children’s disease in 
which there is inflammation of the windpipe, 
with coughing and difficulty in breathing. 

croup? /kru:p/ п [С] rump or buttocks of cer- 
tain animals. 

crou-pier /'kru:piei/ п [С] person who rakes 
in the money at a gaming table and pays out 
winnings. 

crow’ /krou/ n[C] (kinds of) large, black bird 


cross-grained/crown 


with a harsh cry. as the 'crow flies. ша 
straight line. 
'crow’s feet n р/ network of little lines on 
the skin near the outer corners of a person’s 
eyes. 
'crow’'s-nest, protected look-out platform 
fixed at the mast-head of a ship for the look- 
out man. 

crow? /krou/ vi 1 (of a cock) make a loud, 
shrill cry. 2 (of persons) make known a 
triumph in order to cause envy: fo ~ over pass- 
ing the exam with distinction. о п [С] sound of a 
cock. | 

crow:bar /'krouba:(r)/ п [С] straight, iron 
bar, often with a forked end, used as a lever for 
moving heavy objects. 

crowd /kraud/ n [C] 1 large number of 
people together, but without order or organ- 
ization: He pushed his way through the ~. 2 
(formal) company of persons associated in 
some way; set of persons: / can’t afford to go 
about with that ~,; theyre too extravagant. 3 
large number (of things, usually without ord- 
er): a desk covered with a ~ of books and pap- 
ers. о vi,vt 1 come together in a crowd: Now, 
don’t all ~ together! crowd round, form a 
circle (round): People quickly ~ round when 
there is a car accident. 2 (cause to) move 
through, etc in a crowd; fill with: They ~ed 
through the gates into the stadium. They ~ed 
the buses with passengers|~ed people into the 
buses. 3 (informal) put pressure on: Dont ~ 
me; give me time to think! 
crowded adj having large numbers of 
people: ~ed cities/trains. 

crown’ /kraun/ и [С] 1 ornamental head- 
dress of gold, jewels, etc worn by a sovereign 
ruler; royal power: succeed to the ~, become 
the sovereign ruler. 2 circle or wreath of flow- 
ers or leaves worn on the head, esp as a sign of 
victory, or as a reward: а martyr’s ~. 3 (until 
1971) а ,half-'~, British coin worth 2s 6d; half 
a~, the sum of 2s 64 (= 124 new pence). 4 top 
of the head or of a hat; part of a tooth that 
shows. 5 (fig) perfection, completion: the ~ of 
one’s labours. 
crown prince, next in succession to the 
throne. 
crown witness, witness for the Prosecu- 
tion in a criminal case. 

crown? /kraun/ vt 1 put a crown on (a king 
or queen): the ~ed heads (= kings and 
queens) of Europe. 2 reward with a crown; 
give honour to; reward: efforts that were ~ed 
with success. 3 be or have at the top of: The hill 
is ~ed with a wood. 4 put a happy finishing 
touch to: to open a bottle of wine to ~ a feast. 
to crown (it) all, to complete good or bad 
fortune: /t rained, we had no umbrellas, and, to 
~ all, we missed the last bus and had to walk 
home. 5 put an artificial cover on a broken 
tooth. 
crowning adj completing; making perfect: 
Her ~ing glory is her hair. 


crozier/cry . 


cro-zier /‘kroozia(r) US: -5эг/ п [С] = 
crosier. 

cru-cial /'kru:fl/ adj decisive; critical: the ~ 
‘est/|question; at the ~ moment. 
cru-cially /-fali/ adv 

cru-cible /'kru:sabl/ п [С] pot in which me- 
tals are melted (eg in a chemistry laboratory). 

cru-ci-fix /'kru:sifiks/ и [С] model of the 
Cross with the figure of Jesus on it. 

cru-ci-fixion /,kru:si'fikfn/ n [U] putting to 
death, being put to death, on a cross(3); [C] 
instance of this. the Сл, that of Jesus. 

cru-cify /‘kru:sifai/ vt (pt.pp -ied) put to 
death by nailing or binding to across. 

crude /kru:d/ adj (-r, -st) 1 (of materials) ina 
natural state; not refined or manufactured: ~ 
oil, petroleum. 2 not having grace, taste or re- 
finement: ~ manners. 3 not finished properly; 
badly worked out: ~ schemes}methods|ideas. 
crude-ly adv 

crud-ity /'kru:doati/ п [U] the state or quality 
of being crude; [C] (p/ -ies) instance of this; 
crude act, remark, etc. 

crue! /krual/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (of persons) tak- 
ing pleasure in the suffering of others; pre- 
pared to give pain to others: a man who is ~ to 
animals. 2 causing pain or suffering; showing 
indifference to the sufferings of others: a ~ 
blow|punishment|disease/war. 
cruel.ly /'krual:/ adv 

cruel.-ty /'krualti/ n (p/ -ies) 1 [U] readiness 
to give pain or cause suffering to others: C~ to 
children is severely punished in Britain. 2 [С] 
cruel act. 

cruise /kru:z/ vi 1 sail about, either for 
pleasure, or, in war, looking for enemy ships. 
2 (of cars, aircraft) travel at the speed (and of 
aircraft at the altitude) most economical of 
fuel, less than the top speed: The car has a 
cruising speed of 50 miles an hour. о п [С] cruis- 
ing voyage: to go on/fora~. 

cruiser /'kru:zo(r)/ п [С] 1 fast warship. 2 
(also 'cabin--~r) motor-boat (with sleeping ac- 
commodation, etc) designed for pleasure 
cruises. 

crumb /kram/ п [С] 1 very smal! piece of dry 
food, esp a bit of bread or cake rubbed off or 
dropped from a large piece: sweep up the ~s. 2 
(fig) small amount: a few ~s of information! 
comfort. 

crumble /'krambl/ vt,vi 1 break, rub or fall 
into very small pieces: crumbling walls, that 
are failing into ruin. 2 (fig) be destroyed, de- 
cay: hopes that ~d to dust, came to nothing. а 
п 0] kind of covering for a pie made of 
crumbs of pastry. 

crum-bly /'krambli/ adj (-ier, -iest) easily 
crumbled. 

crummy /'krami/ adj (-!er, -iest) (informal) 
inferior in quality. 

crum-pet /'krampit/ и [С] flat, round, soft, 
unsweetened cake, usually toasted and eaten 
hot with butter spread on it. 

crumple /'kramp!/ vt,vi1 press or crush into 
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folds or creases: to ~ one’s clothes, eg by pack- 
ing them carelessly. 2 become full of folds or 
creases: Some kinds of material ~ more easily 
than others. 3 crumpie up, crush; collapse: 
10 ~~ up a sheet of paper. 

crunch /krantf/ v¢,vi1 crush noisily with the 
teeth when eating: People who ~ nuts in the 
cinema can be very annoying. 2 crush, be 
crushed, noisily under one’s feet, under 
wheels, etc: The frozen snow ~ed under the 
wheels of our саг. а п [С] the act of, noise made 
by, crunching. 

cru-sade /kru:'seid/ п [С] 1 one of the mili- 
tary expeditions by the Christian rulers and 
people of Europe during the Middle Ages to 
recover the Holy Land from the Muslims. 2 
struggle or movement in support of something 
believed to be good or against something be- 
lieved to be bad: а ~ against racial hatred. с vi 
take part in a crusade. : 
cru-sader, person taking part in a crusade. 

crush!’ /kraf/ 1 [U] crowd of people pressed 
together: There was a frightful ~ at the gate 
into the stadium. 2 [С] have a crush on sb, 
(s/) be, imagine oneself to be, in love with. 

crush? /Кгл[/ vt,vi1 press, be pressed, so that 
there is breaking or injury: Wine is made by 
~ing grapes. 2 (cause to) become full of 
creases or irregular folds; lose shape: Her 
dresses were badly ~ed when she took them out 
of the suitcase. 3 be completely victorious: He 
was not satisfied until he had ~ed his enemies. 4 
press or push in, etc: They all tried to ~ into the 
front seats. 

crush-ing /'krafin/ adj 1 overwhelming: а 
~ing defeat. 2 in a manner intended to have a 
strong effect, esp to disconcert: a ~ing reply. 
crush-ing-ly adv 

crust /krast/ я 1 [C,U] (piece of the) hard- 
baked surface of a loaf; outer covering 
(pastry) of a pie or tart. 2[C,U] hard surface: a 
thin ~ of ice/frozen snow; the earth’s ~, the 
surface. а vt,vi crust over, cover, become 
covered, with a crust; form into a crust: The 
snow ~ed over (= froze hard on top) during 
the night. 

crus-ta-cean /kra'stei{n/ я [С] shellfish. 

crusty /‘krasti/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 having a 
crust; hard like a crust: ~ bread. 2 (of persons, 
their behaviour) quick to show irritation, etc.. 

crutch /kratf/ и [С] 1 stick used аз a support 
under the arm to help a lame person to walk: a 
pair of ~es. 2 support that is like a crutch-in 
shape or use. 3 (fig) any moral support. 4 = 
crotch(2). 

crux /kraks/ и [С] (p/ ~es) part (of a problem) 
that is the most difficult to solve: The ~ of the 
matter is this... 

cry! /Кгаг/ п [С] (p/ cries) 1 loud sound of fear, 
pain, grief, etc; loud, excited statement: a ~ 
for help; the ~ of an animal in pain; angry cries 
from the mob. a'far/'long cry, a long way 
from; very different from: Being a junior clerk 
is a far ~ from being one of the Directors. 2 
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words spoken loudly to give information: the 
~ of the night watchman. 3 watchword or 
phrase, used for a principle or cause: a'war-~. 
‘Equal opportunities for women was their ~. 4 
fit of weeping: have а good~. 
'cry-baby, young person who cries often or 
easily without good or apparent cause. 

cry? /krai/ vi,vt (pt,pp cried) 1 (of persons, ani- 
mals, birds) make sounds that express feelings 
(eg pain, fear): A baby can ~ as soon as it is 
born. He cried with pain when the doctor pulled 
the splinter out. 2 (of persons) weep; shed tears 
(with or without sounds): The boy was ~ing 
because he had lost his money. cry one’s 
‘heart out, cry very much. cry oneself to 
sleep, cry until one falls asleep. 3 exclaim; 
call out loudly in words: ‘Help! Help!’ he cried. 
4 announce for sale; make known by calling 
out: to ~ the news all over the town. 

cry-ing /‘krann/ adj (esp of evils) demanding 
attention: a~ shame|evill/need. 

crypt /kript/ п [С] underground room, esp of 
a church. 

cryp-tic /'kriptik/ adj secret; with a hidden 
meaning, or a meaning not easily seen: a ~ 
remarkjclue т a crossword puzzle. 
cryp-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

crys-tal /‘kristl/ п 1 [U] transparent, natural 
substance like quartz; [C] piece of this as an 
ornament: a necklace of ~s. 2 [9] glassware of 
best quality, made into bowls, vases, etc: The 
dining-table shone with'silver and ~. 3 [С] defi- 
nite and regular shape taken naturally by the 
molecules of certain substances: sugar and salt 
~S; snow and ice ~S. 

crys-tal-line /'‘kristolam/ adj made of 
crystal(s); like crystal; very clear. 

crys-tal-lize (also -ise) /'kristolaiz/ vt,vi 1 
form, cause to form, into crystals(3). 2 cover 
(fruit, etc) with sugar-crystals: ~d ginger. 3 
(fig) (of ideas, plans) become, cause to be, 
clear and definite: His vague ideas ~d into a 
definite plan. 
crys-tal.li-za-tion (also 
j|kristolai'zeifn US: -li'z-/n[U] 

cub /kab/ п [С] young lion, bear, fox, tiger. 

cubby-hole /'kabi houl/ п [С] small, en- 
closed space. 

cube /kju:b/ n [C] 1 solid body having six 
equal square sides; block of something so 
shaped or similarly shaped. 2 (maths) product 
ofa number multiplied by itself twice: The ~ 
of 5 (53) is 5 x 5 5 (125). в и multiply a 
number by itself twice: 10 ~d is 1000. 

cu-bic /'kju:bik/ adj having the shape of a 
cube; of a cube: one ~ metre, volume of a cube 
whose edge is one metre. 

cu-bi-cal /'kju:bikl/ adj = cubic (the usual 
word). 

cu-bicle /'kju:bikl/ n [С] small division of a 
larger room, walled or curtained to make a 
separate compartment, eg for sleeping in, or 
for (un)dressing, eg at a swimming-pool. 

cub-ism /'kju:bizom/ п [U] style in art in 


-isation) 


cry/cultivate 


which objects are represented so that they 
appear to be mostly of geometrical shapes. 
cub-ist /'kju:bist/, artist who practises cub- 
ism. 

cuckoo /'koku:/ п [С] bird whose call is like 
its name which lays its eggs in the nests of 
other birds. 
'cuckoo-clock, one that strikes the hours 
with notes like the call of a cuckoo. 

cu-cum-ber /'kju:kamba(r)/ п [C.U] (creep- 
ing plant with a) long, green-skinned fleshy 
fruit, sliced and eaten in salads, or made into 
pickle. as cool as a cucumber, unexcited. 

cud /kad/ п [U] food which oxen, etc bring 
back from the first stomach and chew again. 
chew the cud, (fig) reflect; think deeply. 

cuddle /'kadl/ vt,vi1 hold close and lovingly 
in one’s arms: She likes to ~ her doil. 2 lie close 
and comfortably: The children ~d up (to- 
gether) under the blankets. о п [С] act of cud- 
dling; hug. 
cud-dly /‘kadli/ adj suitable for, inviting, 
cuddling: a nice cuddly doll. 

cud-gel /'kadgal/ vz, п [С] (-ll-; US also -I-) 
(hit with a) short, thick stick or ciub. 

cue’ /kju:/[C] 1 something (eg the last words 
of an actor’s speech) which shows when some- 
body else is to do or say something. 2 hint 
about how to behave, what to do, etc. take 
one’s cue from sb, observe what he does as 
a guide to one’s own action. 

cue? /kju:/ n [С] billiard-player’s long, taper- 
ing rod, for hitting the ball. 

cuff" /kaf/[C] end ofa shirt or coat sleeve at 
the wrist. 
‘cuff-link, used for fastening a cuff. 

cuff? /kaf/ vi, п [С] (give a) light blow with the 
open hand. 

cui-sine /kwi'zi:n/n[U] (Fr) style of cooking; 
cooking: a hotel where the ~ is excellent. 

cul-de-sac /'kal do sek/ и [С] street with an 
opening at one end only. 

cu-li-nary /'kalinori US: -пеп/ adj of cooking 
ora kitchen: ~ plants, good for cooking. 

culll /kal/ vt select: extracts ~ed from the best 
authors. 

cul-len-der /'kalondoa(r)/n[C] = colander. 

cul-mi-nate /‘kalmineit/ vt culminate in, 
(of efforts, hopes, careers, etc) reach the 
highest point: misfortunes that ~d in bank- 
rupicy. 
cul-mi-na-tion /;kalmi'neif{n/ и [С] highest 
point: the culimination of his career. 

culp-able /‘kaipobl/ adj (legal) deserving 
punishment: holda person~. 

cul-prit /'‘kalprit/ я [С] person who has done 
wrong. 

cult /kalt/ п [С] 1 system of religious worship. 
2 devotion to a person or practice and ritual 
(esp of a single deity): the ~ of archery; the~ 
of Browning. 3 (group of persons devoted to a) 
popular fashion or craze. 

cul-ti-vate /'kaltiveit/ vt 1 prepare (land) for 
crops by ploughing, etc; help (crops) to grow 


cultivated /curfew 


(eg by breaking up the soil around them, des- 
troying weeds, etc). 2 give care, thought, time, 
etc in order to develop something: to ~ the 
mind/a person’s friendship. 

cul-ti-vated /'kaltiveitid/ adj (of a person) 
having good manners and education. 

cul-ti-va-tion /,kaltr'veifn/ 1 [U] cultivating 
or being cultivated: the ~ of the soil; land that 
isunder ~~. 

cul-ti-va-tor /'kaltiveita(r)/ п [С] 1 person 
who cultivates. 2 machine for breaking up 
ground, destroying weeds, etc. 

cul-tural /'kaltfaral/ adj having to do with 
culture: ~ studies, eg art, literature. 

cul-ture /‘kaltfa(r)/ п 1 [U] advanced 
development of the human powers; develop- 
ment of the body, mind and spirit by training 
and experience: Physical ~ is important, but 
we must not neglect the ~ of the mind. 2 [Ц] 
evidence of intellectual development (of arts, 
science, etc) in human society: Universities 
should be centres of ~. 3 {U] state of intellectu- 
al development among a people; [C] particular 
form of intellectual development: We still owe 
much to Greek ~. 4[U] all the arts, beliefs, so- 
cial institutions, etc characteristic of a com- 
munity, race, etc: the Arabic ~. 5 [U] cultivat- 
ing; the rearing of bees, silkworms, etc: He has 
five acres devoted to bulb ~, to the growing of 
such flowers as daffodils and tulips. 6 [C] 
growth of bacteria (for medical or scientific 
study): a~ of cholera germs. 
cul-tured adj (a) (of persons) cultivated. (b) 
(of tastes, interests, etc) refined. 

cul-vert /'kalvat/ п [С] sewer or drain that 
crosses under a road, railway or embankment; 
channel for electrical cables under the ground. 

cum-ber-some /'kambosom/ adj heavy and 
awkward to carry: a~ parcel. 

cumu-lat-ive /'kju:mjolativ US: -leitiv/ adj 
increasing in amount by one addition after an- 
other. 

cumu-lus /'kju:mjulos/ м [С] (pl -li /-li/) 
cloud made up of rounded masses on a flat 
base. 

cunei-form = /‘kju:nufo:m/ а4/ wedge- 
shaped: ~ characters, as used in old Persian 
and Assyrian writing. 

cun-ning' //Клпш/ adj clever at deceiving; 
showing this kind of cleverness: a ~ old fox; а 
~ trick. 
cun-ning-ly adv 

cun-ning? /'kanin/ и [0] quality of being 
cunning: The boy showed a great deal of ~ in 
getting what he wanted. 

cup" /kap/n[C]1 small porcelain bowl, witha 
handle, used with a saucer, for tea, coffee etc; 
contents ofa cup: a'tea~; а ~ of ‘coffee. not 
my cup of tea, (informal) not what I like, 
not what suits me. 2 = chalice. 3 vessel (usu- 
ally of gold or silver) given as a prize in com- 
petitions: J hope Arsenal will win the ~! 4 thing 
shaped like a cup: the ~ of a flower; an'egg-~; 
the ~s of a bra. 
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‘cup final, annual football match to decide 
the winner of a competition between many 
teams. 

'‘cup-tie, football match to eliminate teams 
competing for a cup(3). 

cup-ful /'kapfol/ п [С] (pl ~s) as much as a 
cup can hold. 

cup? /kap/ vt (-pp-) 1 put into the shape of a 
cup: to ~ one’s hands, eg to catch a ball. 2 put 
round or over like a cup: with her chin ~ped in 
her hand. 

cup-board /'kabad/ п [С] set of shelves with 
doors, either built into a room asa fixture, ora 
separate piece of furniture, used for dishes, 
provisions, clothes, etc. 

Cu-pid /'kju:pid/n 1 Roman god of love; (pic- 
ture or statue of a) beautiful boy (with wings 
and a bow and arrows). 2 symbol of love. 

cu-pola /'kju:pala/ п [С] (р/ ~s) small dome 
forming (part of) a roof; ceiling of adome. 

cur /Кз:(г)/ п [С] 1 bad-tempered or worthless 
dog (esp low-bred). 2 cowardly or badly be- 
haved man. 

cur-able /'kjuarabl/ adj that can be cured. 
cura-bil-ity /,kjuore'bilati/ м [U] 

cur-acy /'kjuarasi/ п [С] (р/ -ies) office and 
work of a curate. 

curate /'kjusrat/ п [С] clergyman who helps а 
parish priest (rector or vicar). 

cura-tive /'kjuorativ/ adj helping to, able to, 
cure (disease or ill health): the ~ value of sun- 
shine and sea air. 

cu-ra-tor /kju'reito(r)/ п [С] official in charge 
(esp) of a museum or art gallery. 

curb /ks:b/ и [С] 1 chain or leather strap pass- 
ing under a horse’s jaw, used to control it. 2 
(fig) something that holds one back or re- 
strains: put/keep a ~ on one’s anger|passions. 

= kerb. а vt 1 control (a horse) by means of 
a curb. 2 keep (feelings, etc) under control: to 
~ one’s impatience. 

curd /ks:d/ n 1 [С] (often p/) thick, soft sub- 
stance, almost solid, formed when milk turns 
sour, used to make cheese. 2 [U] (in com- 
pounds) substance resembling curd: ,/emon- 
'~, made from eggs, butter and sugar, 
flavoured with lemon. 

curdle /'ks:dl/ vi,vt 1 form, cause to form, in- 
to curds: The milk has ~d. 2 (fig): What a 
blood-curdling ( = horrifying) yell! 

cure’ /kjua(r)/ п [С] 1 curing or being 
cured(1): The doctor cannot guarantee а ~::2 
substance or treatment which cures(1): Js 
there a~ for cancer yet? 

cure? /kjua(r)/ vt,vi 1 bring (a person) back to 
health; provide and use successfully a remedy 
for a disease, ill health, suffering; get rid of (an 
evil): to ~ а man of a disease; to ~ a child of 
bad habits. 2 treat meat, fish, skin, tobacco, 
etc in order to keep it in good condition by 
salting, smoking, drying, etc: 'well-~d bacon. 

cur-few /'ka:fju:/ п [С] (modern use) time ог 
signal (under martial law) for people to re- 
main indoors: to impose a~ ona town; to lift]. 
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end the~. 

curio /'kjuoriou/ п [С] (p/ ~s) unusual or in- 
teresting object. 

curi-os:ity /,kjuori'psoti/ п (р/ -ies) 1 [U] be- 
ing curious(1,2): to be dying ofjburning with 
~ (= very curious) to know what was happen- 
ing. 2 [С] strange or rare object. 

curi-ous /'kjuorios/ adj 1 eager (to learn, 
know): Гт ~ to know what he said. 2 having 
or showing too much interest in the affairs of 
others: ~ neighbours. 3 strange; unusual; hard 
to understand: What а ~ mistake! Isw’t he а 
~-looking little man! 
curi-ous-ly adv 

curl /Кз:/ n 1 [С] something naturally like or 
twisted into a shape like the thread of a screw, 
esp a lock of hair of this shape: ~s (of hair) fal- 
ling over a girl's shoulders; a ~~ of smoke rising 
from a cigarette. 2 [U] the state of being curly: 
How do you keep your hair in~? 

curl? /Кз:1/ ур, у make into curls; twist; grow or 
be in curls: Does her hair ~ naturally? The dog 
~ed (itself) up on the rug. 

cur-lew /'ka:lju:/ п [С] wading bird with a 
long, narrow, bill which curves down. 

curly /'ks:li/ adj (-ier, -iest) having curls; 
arranged т curls: ~ hair; а ~-headed girl. 

cur-rant /'karant US: 'kor-/ и [С] 1 small, 
sweet, dried seedless grape (grown in Greece 
and neighbouring countries) used in buns, 
cakes, puddings, etc. 2 (cultivated bush with) 
small black, red or white juicy fruit growing in 
clusters: a'black ~ bush. 

cur-rency //Клгэпя US: 'kor-/ п (pl -ies) 1 
[U] the state of being in common or general 
use: The rumour soon gained ~, was repeated 
until many people were aware of it. 2 [C,U] 
money that is in use in a country: foreign cur- 
rencies; a decimal ~. 

cur-rent’ /'karant US: 'kar-/ adj 1 in com- 
mon or general use; generaily accepted: ~ 
opinions|beliefs; words that are no longer ~. 2 
now passing; of the present time: the ~ year, 
this year; a newsreel showing ~ events. 
‘current account, (with a bank) one from 


which money may be drawn without previous: 


notice. 
current af'fairs, current(2) news. 
cur-rent-ly аду at the present time: /t is ~/y 
reported that... 

tur-rent? /‘karont US: 'kar-/ и [С] 1 stream 
of water, air, gas, esp one flowing through 
slower moving or still water, etc: A cold ~ of 
air came in when the door was opened. Although 
he was a strong swimmer he was swept away by 
the ~ and was drowned. 2 flow of electricity 
throug something or along a wire or cable. 3 
course or movement (of events, opinions, 
thoughts, etc): to influence the ~ of thought. 

cur-ricu-lum /ka'rikjulom/ n [С] (pl ~s or 
-la /-la/) course of study in a school, college, 
etc. 
curriculum ‘vitae /'vi:tai/ (Latin) brief 
written account of one’s past history (eg edu- 


curio/curve 


cation, employment), used when applying for 
a job, etc. 

curry’ /‘kan US: Кэп/ п (pl -ies) [C.U] (dish 
of) meat, fish, eggs, etc cooked with hot- 
tasting spices: Madras curries. о vt (pt,pp -ied) 
prepare curry. 

curry? /‘kari US: 'kori/ vt (pt, pp -ied) 1 rub 
down and clean (a horse). 2 prepare (tanned 
leather) by soaking, scraping, etc. 3 curry 
favour (with sb), try to win favour or 
approval (by using flattery, etc). 

curse’ /Кз:5/ п [С] 1 word, phrase or sentence 
calling for the punishment, injury or destruc- 
tion. 2 cause of misfortune or ruin: ’Gambling 
is often a ~. The rabbits are а ~ (1e damage 
crops, etc) in this part of the country. 3 word or 
words used in violent language expressing 
anger or hatred. 4 the ~, (informal) = 
menses. 

curse? /Кз:5/ vt,vi 1 use a curse against; use 
violent language against: to ~ and swear; curs- 
ing at a stupid mistake. 2 be cursed with, 
suffer misfortune, trouble, etc because of: to 
be ~d with a violent temper. 

cursed /ka:st, 'ks:sid/ adj 1 damnable; hate- 
ful. 2 (informal) very bad: This work is a ~ 
nuisance. 

cur-sive /'ka:siv/ adj (of handwriting) with 
elaborate letters rounded and joined together. 

cur-sory /'k3:sori/ adj (of work, reading, etc) 
quick: hurried; done without attention to 
details: а ~ glance/inspection. 

cur-sor-ily /'ks:sorali/ adv 

curst /ks:st/ adj = cursed. 

curt /Кз:1/ adj (of a speaker, his manner, what 
he says) abrupt: / gave hima~ reply. 

curt-ly аду 

curt-ness 7[U] 

cur-tail /ks:'teil/ у/ make shorter cee was 
first planned; cut off a part of: te ~ a 
speech]|one’s holidays. 

cur-tail-ment и [СО] act or result of curtail- 
ing. 

cur-tain /‘ks:tn/ и [С] 1 piece of cloth, etc as 
hung up at a window: Please draw the ~s, pull 
them across the window(s). 2 sheet of heavy 
material to draw or lower across the front of 
the stage in a theatre before and after each 
scene of a play. 3 (showing cover or protec- 
tion): A ~ of mist hid the view. 4 (pl) (informal) 
end (to a career, etc): If Гт late once more it 
will be ~s for me. п vt 1 furnish or cover with 
curtains: enough material to ~ all the windows. 
2 curtain off, separate or divide with cur- 
tains: to ~ off part of aroom. 

curt-sey, curtsy /'ks:tsi/ [C] (pl ~S, -ies) 
formal sign of respect (bending the knees) 
made by women and girls (eg to a queen). о vi 
(pt,pp ~ed, -ied) make this gesture. 

cur-va-ture /'ka:vatfo(r) US: -tfuer/ п [СУ] 
curving; the state of being curved: to suffer 
from ~ of the spine; the ~ of ше earth’s sur- 
face. 

curve /ka:v/ n [С] line of which no part is 
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straight like part of the edge of a circle: a ~ in 
the road. в vt,vi have, cause to have, the form 
ofacurve: The river ~s round the hill. 

cushion /'kofn/ 2 [С] 1 smail bag filled with 
feathers or other soft material (eg foam rub- 
ber), to make a seat more comfortable, or to 
kneel on, etc. 2 something soft and like a cu- 
shion in shape or function: a ~ of moss; a 
'ipin-~; a ~ of air, as for a hovercraft. o vt 1 
supply with cushions. 2 protect from shock 
with cushions: ved seats. 3 (fig) protect from 
harmful changes: farmers who are ~ed against 
falls in prices, eg by subsidies. 

cushy /'kufi/ adj (-ier, -iest) (s/) (of a job, etc) 
not requiring much effort: get a ~ job in the 
Civil Service. 

cusp /Клзр/ п [С] pointed end (esp of a leaf). 

cuss /kas/ м [С] (5/) 1 curse. not worth a 
tinker’s cuss, worthless. 2 person: a queer 
old~. 

cus-tard /'kastad/ п [C,U] 1 (jegg-'!~) (dish 
of) mixture of eggs and milk, sweetened and 
flavoured, baked or boiled. 2 similar mixture 
prepared by adding sugar and milk to flav- 
oured cornflour ('~-powder), eaten with fruit, 
pastry, etc. 

cus-tod-ian /ka'stoudien/ п [С] 1 person 
who has custody of something or somebody. 2 
caretaker of a public building. 

cus-tody /'kastad:/ п [U] 1 (duty of) caring 
for, guarding: A father has the ~ of his children 
while they are young. You should leave your 
jewellery in safe ~, eg with your bank. 2 im- 
prisonment. (be) in custody, in prison (eg 
awaiting trial). 

cus-tom /'kastam/ и 1 [U] usual and general- 
ly accepted behaviour among members of a 
social group (either small or large, eg a na- 
tion): Don’t be a slave to ~, Do not do things 
merely because most people do them and have 
always done them. 2 [C] particular way of be- 
having which, because it has been long estab- 
lished, is observed by individuals and social 
groups: Social ~s vary in different countries. 
(Note: compare habit, a word that means 
something that a person does regularly and 
that he cannot easily give up.) 3 [U] regular 
supportgiven to a tradesman by those who 
buy his goods: We should very much like to 
have your ~. 4 (pl) taxes due to the govern- 
ment on goods imported into a country; im- 
port duties; department of government (the 
C~s) that collects such duties: How long will it 
take us to get through C~s? 

custom made, (of clothes) made to order. 

cus-tom-ary /'kastamart US: -meri/ adj in 
agreement with, according to, custom(1,2): 
the ~ vote of thanks to the chairman. 

cus-tomer /'kastama(r)/ п [С] 1 person who 
buys things, esp one who gives his custom(3) 
to a shop: Mr Jones has lost some of his best 
~s. 2 (informal) person: а queer/awkward| 
tough ~, person who 15 strange or difficult to 
deal with. . 


cut! /kat/ п [С] 1 act of cutting; stroke with a 
sword, whip, etc; result of such as a stroke; 
opening made by a knife or other sharp-edged 
tool, etc: a deep ~ in the leg. 2 reduction in 
size, amount, length, etc: а ~ т prices/ 
salaries/expenditure. 3 a cutting out; part that 
is cut out: There were several ~s in the film, 
Parts of it had been deleted. 4 something ob- 
tained by cutting: a nice ~ of beef. 5 style in 
which clothes, hair, etc are made by cutting. 6 
remark, etc that hurts a person’s feelings: That 
remark was а ^ at те. 7 refusal to recognize a 
person. 8 way across (from one place to an- 
other) that shortens the distance: Ler’s take a 
‘short ~. 9 a ‚сиё a'bove, (informal) rather 
superior to: She’s а ~ above the other girls in 
the office. it | 

cut? /kat/ уг, уг (pt.pp ~) (-tt-) (For uses with 
adverbial particles and prepositions, & 9 be- 
low; for uses with adjectives > 7 below; for 
uses with nouns or pronouns > 6 below.) 1 
make an opening, incision, mark, wound, etc 
(with a sharp-edged instrument, eg a knife, a 
pair of scissors, or other edged tool): He ~ his 
face|/himself while shaving. Гт having my hair 
~ (= shortened) tomorrow. Has the wheat 
been ~ (= harvested, reaped) yet? Please ~ a 
Slice of cake for me/~ те a Slice of cake. Two 
scenes/episodes were ~ ( = deleted) by the cen- 
sor. Was your salary ~ (= reduced)? He ~ a 
tunnel through a hill. 2 (a) (of a sharp tool, in- 
strument, etc) be suitable to use: This knife 
does not ~ well. (b) (of a material) be capable 
of being cut: Sandstone ~s easily. 3 stay away 
from, be absent from: to ~ a class/a lecture. 
He ~ me in the street, ignored me. © cut'(7). 
4 (of lines) cross: Let the point where AB ~s 
CD be called Е. 5 (sport, esp cricket, tenzs, 
billiards) strike (a ball) so that it spins or is 
deflected; hit the edge of (a ball). 6 (used with 
nouns or pronouns) cut the cards/pack, lift 
part of a pack of playing-cards lying face 
downwards and turn it up to decide something 
(eg who 15 to deal). cut (off) a corner, го 
across, not round it. cut corners, (fig) finish 
something quickly by ignoring the rules, the 
smaller details, etc. cut a disc/record, re- 
cord music, etc on to a gramophone record. 
cut the ground from under sb/sb’s 
feet, leave him in a weak or illogical position; 
destroy the basis of his plan, argument, etc. 
cut no/not much ice (with sb), have 
little or no effect or influence (on). cut one’s 
losses, abandon a scheme that has caused fi- 
nancial losses before one loses too much. cut 
both ways, (of an action or argument) have 
an effect both for and against. 7 (used with ad- 

Jectives) cut sb dead, pretend not to have 
seen somebody; treat as a complete stranger: 
She ~ me dead in the street, ignored me com- 
pletely. cut it fine, leave the smallest amount 
of time available: The bus leaves in ten minutes 
and you're still packing —that’s ~ting it fine! 
cut sth/sb loose (from), make loose or 
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separate by cutting: ~ oneself loose from one’s 
family, live an independent life. cut sth 
‘open, make an opening or split in: He fell and 
~ his head open. cut sth short, make short- 
ег: to ~ along story short; a career ~ short by 
iliness. 8 (used as a pp) ‚сиё and ‘dried, (of 
opinions, etc) already formed and unlikely to 
be changed. 

9 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 

cut across sth, (a) take a shorter route 
across (a fieid, etc). (b) be contrary to: Opin- 
ion on the Common Market ~ clean across nor- 
mal political loyalties. 

cut sth away, remove by cutting: We ~ 
away all the dead wood from the tree. 

cut sth back, (a) (of shrubs, bushes, etc) 
cut close to the stem. (b) reduce: ~ back pro- 
ducticn. Hence, 'cut-back n [C]: Several ~- 
backs in public spending are expected. 

cut sth/sb down, (a) cause to fall by cut- 
ting: to ~ down a tree. (b) kill or injure witha 
weapon. (c) deprive of life or health (by dis- 
ease, etc): He was ~ dewn in his prime. (Я) re- 
duce in quantity, amount, etc: Г won't have a 
cigarette, thanks—I'm trying to ~ down, ге- 
duce the number of cigarettes I smoke. (e) 
persuade (a person) to reduce a price, charge, 
etc: We managed to ~ him down by £30. (f) re- 
duce the length of: ~ down a pair of trousers. 
cut down on, гедисе one’s consumption of: 
He’s trying to ~ down on cigarettes and beer. 
cut in, (a) (of the driver of a motor-vehicie, 
etc who has overtaken another vehicle) return 
too soon to his own side of the road (with the 
possibility of collision, etc): Accidents are 
often caused by drivers who ~ in. (b) interrupt 
(a conversation, etc). (с) cut in half[ two] three, 
divide in two, three. 

cut sb/sth off (from), (a) remove by cut- 
ting: He ~ off a metre of cloth from the roll. 
(b) stop; interrupt; isolate: be ~ off while talk- 
ing by telephone; ~ off the gas/electricity 
supply; be ~ off from all possibility of help. 

cut out, stop functioning: One of the air- 
craft's engines ~ out. cut sth out, (a) re- 
move by cutting (eg from a pericdical): That’s 
an interesting article—Ill ~ it out. (b) make 
by cutting: ~ out a path through the jungie. (c) 
shape (clothes) by cutting the outlines of the 
parts on cloth: ~ out a dress. (da) (informal) 
leave out; omit: Lef’s ~ out unimportant de- 
tails. (е) (informal) stop doing ог using: My 
doctor told me I must ~ out tobacco, stop 
smoking. Cut it out! Stop doing that! cut 
sb cut, defeat, eliminate (a rival, esp in a 
competition. (not) be cut out for, (not) 
have the qualities and abilities needed for: 
He’s not ~ out for that sort of work. 

cut sth/sb up, (a) cut into pieces: ~ up 
one’s meat. (b) (informal) cause mental suffer- 
ing to: He was badly ~ up by the news of his 
son's death. cut up rough, (sl) be violent and 
aggressive: Не’ ~ up rough if you don’t give 


cut/cylinder: 
him what he asked for. 
СИЕ ‘glass, glassware with designs cut or 
engraved in it. 


‘cut-out 7 (a) article, etc cut outof a news- 
paper, etc. (b) device that disconnects an elec- 
tric circuit. 

сие 'price, (esp) reduced below those of ri- 
vals or the manufacturer’s recommend price. 
;cut-'rate adj at a reduced price. 


cute /kju:t/ adj (-r, -st) 1 sharp-witted; 


quick-thinking. 2 (informal) (of a girl or 
woman) attractive; pretty and charming. 
cute-ly adv 

cute-ness л [0] 


cu-ticle /'kju:tikl/ п [С] layer of hardened 


skin at the base of a finger-nail or toe-nail. 


cut-lass /'katles/ я [С] 1 (sailor’s) short, 


one-edged sword with a slightly curved blade. 
2 cutting tool as used by cacao-growers and 
copra-growers. 


cut-ler /'katla(r)/ л [С] man who makes and 


repairs knives and other cutting tools and in- 
struments. 


cut-lery /'katlori/ и [0] 1 implements used at 


table (knives, forks, spoons). 2 trade of, things 
made or sold by, cutlers. 


cut-let /'katlit/ п [С] slice of meat or fish for 


one person: а veal~. 


cut-ter /'kata(r)/ п [С] 1 person or thing that 


cuts: a tailor’s ~, who cuts out cloth; 'wire-~s, 
tool for cutting wires. 2 sailing-vessel with one 
mast; ship’s boat for use between ship and 
shore. 


cut-throat /'kat O@raut/ и [С] murderer. с adj 


murderous: ~ competition, likely to ruin the 
weaker competitors. | 


cut-ting' /'katu/ adj 1 sharp; piercing: а ~ 


wind. 2 sarcastic: a~ remark. 


cut-ting? /‘katin/ n [С] 1 unroofed passage 


dug through the ground for a road, railway, 
canal, etc. 2 something cut from a newspaper, 
etc and kept: 'press ~s. 3 short piece of the 
stem of a plant, to be used for growing a new 
plant: chrysanthemum ~s. 4 [U] process of 
editing cinema films, tape recordings, etc, by 
cutting out unwanted parts. 


cuttle-fish /'katlfif/ л [С] sea-animal with 


long arms (tentacles) which sends out a black 
liquid when attacked. 


cy-an-ide /'saronaid/ и [U] poisonous com- 


pound substance: potassium ~; sodium~. 


cycie /'sa:kl/ я [С] 1 series of events taking 


place in a regularly repeated order: the ~ of 
the seasons. 2 complete set or series: а song ~, 
eg by Schubert. 3 (common abbr for) bicycle 
or motor-cycle. о vi ride a bicycle. 

cyc-list /‘sarkisst/, person who cycles. 


cyc-lone /'saiklaun/ и [С] violent wind rotat- 


ing round a calm central area; violent wind- 
storm. 
cyc-lonic /sai'klonitk/ adj of or like a cyclone. 


cyg:-net /'signit/ п [С] young swan. 
cyl-in-der /'silinda(r)/ п [C] 1 solid or hcilow 


body shaped like a pole or log. 2 cylinder- 
6 - 939 


cymbal /damn 


shaped chamber (in an engine) in which gas or 
‘steam works a piston: а six-~ engine/motor- 
car. 
-cy-lin-dri-cal 
shaped. 

сут-Ба! /'simb!/ п [С] one of a pair of round 
brass plates struck together to make clanging 
sounds. 

cynic /'sinik/ п [С] person who sees little or no 
good in anything and who has no belief in hu- 
man progress; person who shows this by 
sneering and being sarcastic. 
cyni-cism /'sinisizom/ п [U] cynic’s opinions 
or attitude of mind; [C] expression of this atti- 
tude. 

cyni-cal /'sinik!/ adj of or like a cynic; sneer- 
ing or contemptuous: а ~ smile/remark. 
cyni-cally /-kli/ adv 

cy-pher /'saifa(r)/ п [С] = cipher. 

су-рге$$ /'saipros/ п [С] (kinds of) evergreen 
tree with dark leaves and hard wood. 

cyst /sist/ п [С] hollow growth in the body 
containing liquid matter. 

czar /za:(r)j п (also tsar) emperor (of Russia 
before 1917). 

Czar-ina /za:'ri:na/ и Russian empress. 


/stlandrikl/ adj cylinder- 


Dd 


О, d /di:/ (pi D's, d’s /di:z/) 1 the fourth letter 
of the English alphabet. 2 Roman numeral! for 
500. 

"d, used Гог had or would (esp after J, we, you, 
he, she, they, who). 

dab /deb/ vi.vi (-66-) touch, put on, lightly 
and gently: ~ one’s eves with а handkerchief.o 
п [С] 1 small quantity (of paint, etc) dabbed 


on. 2 slight tap; brief application of something | 


to a surface (without rubbing). 

dabble /‘dxb!/ vi,vi 1 splash (the hands, feet, 
etc) about in water; put in and out of water. 2 
be active in, study, аз a hobby, not profession- 
ally: dabbling in philosophy politics. 

dachs-hund /'dekshund/ п [К] small 
short-legged breed of dog. 

dad /4=9/ п!С] (informal) = father. 

daddy /'dedi/ п [С] (pl -ies) child’s word for 
‘father’. 
;daddy-'long-legs, a long-legged flying 
insect (also called a crane-fly). 

daf-fo-dil /'dzfadil/ п [С] plant with a yellow 
flower and Jong narrow leaves, growing from 
a bulb. 

daft /da:ft US: deft/ adj (-er, -est) (informal) 
silly; foolish. 

dag-ger /'dego(r)/ п [С] short, pointed, two- 
edged knife used as a weapon. 

dah-lia /'deilio US: 'delia/ п [С] (р! ~s) gar- 
den plant with brightly coloured flowers, 


150 


growing from tuberous roots.. 

daily {'deili/ adj, "adv happening, done, ар- 
pearing, every day (or every weekday): Most 
newspapers appear ~. Thousands of people 
cross this bridge ~. с п [С] (pl -ies) 1 news- 
paper published every day or every weekday. 
2 (informal) woman who 15 paid to come and 
do housework every day. 

dainty /'deinti/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of persons) 
pretty, neat and delicate(7) in appearance 
and tastes: a ~ little girl. 2 (of persons and 
animals) rather difficult to please because of 
delicate tastes: She’s ~ about her food. 3 (of 
things) pretty; delicate(3), easily injured or 
broken: ~ cups and saucers. 4 (of food) deli- 
cate(8) and delicious: ~ cakes. 
dain-tily /-tali/ adv 
dainti-ness л [0] 


dairy /'dear/ п [С] (р!-1е$) 1 shop where milk, 


butter, eggs, etc, are sold. 2 (part of a) build- 
ing where milk and milk products are pre- 
pared. 
‘dairy cattle, cows raised to produce milk, 
not meat. 
'dairy-maid, woman who works in a dairy. 
'dairy-man, dealer in milk, etc. 

dais /'deis/ и [С] (p/ ~es |-ziz/) platform (esp 
at the end of a hall) for a lectern or for a desk 
(for a lecturer, etc). 

daisy /'deiz1/ п [С] (p/ -ies) small white flower 
with a yellow centre; other similar plants of 
various sorts. push up the daisies, > 
push7(8). 

dale /deii/m[C] (esp in М England and in poet- 
ry) = valley. 

dally /'deli/ vi (pt.pp -ied) 1 trifle; think idly 
about: ~ with an idea or proposal, 2 do some- 
thing lazily: Don’t ~ over your work. 

dam /dzm/ п [С] barrier built to keep back 
water and raise its level (eg to form a reservoir, 
or for hydro-electric power). с уг (-mm-) 1 
make a dam across (a narrow valley, etc); hold 
back by means of a dam: ~ up a river. 2 (fig) 
hold back: to ~ up one’s feelings. 

dam? /джт/ и [С] mother (of four-footed ani- 
mals, eg horses). > sire. 

dam-age /‘demid3/ 1 [U] harm or injury 
that causes loss of value: The insurance com- 
pany will pay for the ~ to my car. 2 (pl) (legal) 
money claimed from or paid by a person caus- 
ing loss or injury: He claimed £5000 ~s from 
his employers for the 1055 of his right arm. о vt 
cause damage(1) to: furniture ~d by fire. 

dame /deim/ п [С] 1 (title of a) woman who 
has been awarded the highest grade of the 
Order of the British Empire: D~ Agatha 
Christie. > lady(6). 2(US sl) woman. 

damn /dzm/ vi 1 (of God) condemn to ever- 
lasting punishment. 2 condemn; say that 
something or somebody is worthless, bad, etc: 
The book was ~ed by the critics. 3 (used to ex- 
press anger, annoyance, impatience, etc): ГИ 
be ~ed if ГИ во, 1 refuse to go. Oh ~! D~ you 
your impudence! о п not (be) worth a 
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damn, (be) worthless. 

дат-лаЫе /'demnoabi/ adj1 hateful; deserv- 
ing to be damned. 2 (informal) very bad: ~ 
weather. 
dam-nably /'demnoabli:/ adv 

dam-na-tion /dem'neifn/ п [0] being 
damned; ruin: fo suffer eternal ~. с int Curse 
it, you, etc. 

damned /demd/ adj1 the ~, souls in hell. 2 
{informal} deserving to be damned: You ~ 
‘fool! a adv (dated informal) extremely: ~ 
hot|funny. 

damp' /demp/ adj (-er, -est) not thoroughly 
dry; having some moisture (in or on): ~ 
clothes. о п [М] state of being damp; damp at- 
mosphere; moisture on the surface of, or exist- 
ing throughout, something: The ~ rising from 
the ground caused the walls to stain badly. 
damp-ish adja little damp. 

damp-ness и [0] 

damp? /demp/ vt,vi 1 make damp(1): to ~ 
clothes before ironing them. 2 (also 'dampen) 
make sad or dull: Nothing could ~ his spirits. 3 
damp down, make (a fire) burn more slowly 
(eg by heaping ashes on it, or by controlling 
the draught of air entering a stove, etc). 

dampen /'dempan/ vt,vi = damp?(2). 

damper /'dempoa(r)/ я [С] 1 movable metal 
plate that regulates the flow of air into a fire in 
a stove or furnace. 2 person or thing that 
checks or discourages: His complaints were a 
~ on the evening. 

dam-sel /'demzl/ п [С] (old use) girl; young, 
unmarried woman. 

dam-son /'demzn/ n 1 [С] (tree producing) 
small dark-purple plum. 2 [U] dark-purple 
colour. 

dance' /da:ns US: dens/ п [С] 1 (series of) 
movements and steps in time with music; 
special form (eg a waltz), tune, piece of music, 
for such movements and steps: May I have the 
next >? 2 meeting for dancing. 

dance? /da:ns US: dens/ vi,vt 1 move in 
rhythmical steps, usually with music, either 
alone, or with a partner, or in a group: They 
went on dancing until after midnight. 2 perform 
(а named kind of such movements or the 
named {style of) music for it): to ~ а waltz] 
Swantlake. 3 move т a lively way, quickly, up 
and down, etc: The leaves were dancing in the 
wind. 4 cause to dance(3): to~ a baby on one’s 
knee. 

dancer, person who dances. 

danc-ing adj who or that dances. ол (U] (in 
compounds): 'dancing-teacher, professional 
teacher of dancing; ‘dancing-partner, person 
with whom one (usually) dances; 'ballet- 
dancing, ‘tap-dancing. 

Чап.4е-Ноп /'dendilaian/ n [С] small wild 
plant with bright-yellow flowers. 

dan-druff /'dendraf/ п [0] dead skin in 
small pieces among the hair of the scalp. 

dan-ger /'deind3o(r)/ п 1 [0] chance of suf- 
fering, liability to suffer, injury or loss of life: 


damnable /dark 


Is there any ~ of fire? in danger (of): His life 
was т ^^. He was т ~ of losing his life. out of 
danger: He has been very ill, but the doctors 
say that he is now out of ~, not likely to die. 2 
[С] something or somebody that may cause 
danger: That man is a~ to society. 

dan-ger-ous /‘deind3eras/ adj likely to 
cause danger: a ~ bridge/journey|illness. The 
river is ~ to bathe in. 
dan-ger-ous-ly ady 

dangle /'dzngl/ vi,vt 1 hang or swing loosely; 
carry (something) so that it hangs or swings 
loosely: а bunch of keys dangling at the end of a 
chain. 2 dangle round/about, remain near 
(as an admirer) hoping to obtain something: 
She keeps her men dangling (about her). 

dank /denk/ adj (-er, -est) damp in an un- 
pleasant or unhealthy way: a ~ and chilly 
cave. 

dapple /‘dzpl/ у! mark, become marked, 
with patches of different colour or shades of 
colour, esp of an animal, or of sunlight and 
shadow: а ~d horse; ~d shade, as when sun- 
light comes through the leaves of trees. (Note: 
usually used as a pp.) 

dare' /dea(r)/ auxiliary verb (3rd person sing is 
dare, not dares) have the courage, impudence, 
to: He wanted to fight me but he~w t. Ном’ ~ 
he say rude things about me! 

dare? /dea(r)/ vt,vi1 be brave enough to: They 
wouldn't ~ (to be so rude)! 2 take the risk of; 
face: He will ~ any danger. 3 suggest that 
somebody has not the courage or ability to do 
something: / ~ you (to say that again)! с п 
(only in) do sth for a dare, do it because 
one is dared(3) todo it. 
'dare-devil, person who 1$ foolishly daring. 

dar-ing /'deorin/ л [0] adventurous courage: 
the ~ of the paratroops. в adj bold and adven- 
turous:a~ robbery. What a~ thing to do! 
dar-ing-ly adv 

dark’ /da:k/ adj (-er, -est) 1 with no or very 
little light: a ~~, moonless night. It’s getting too 
~ to take photographs. 2 (of colour) not ref- 
lecting much light; nearer black than white: ,~ 
'blue/'green|'brown; ,~-brown ‘eyes. 3 (of the 
skin) not fair: а ~~ complexion. 4 (fig) hidden, 
mysterious: а ~ secret, one that is closely 
guarded. keep it dark, keep a secret. adark 
horse, (fig) person whose capabilities may be 
greater than they are known to be. 5 hopeless; 
sad; cheerless: Don’t look on the ~ side of 
things. 6 unenlightened (morally or intellectu- 
ally). 
the 'Dark Ages, (in European history), 
from the 6th to the 12th centuries. 
dark-ly аду 
dark-ness и [0] the state of being dark: The 
room was incomplete ~ness. 

dark? /да:К/ п [0] 1 absence of light: All the 
lights went out and we were left in the ~. 
before/after dark, before/after the sun 
goes down. 2 (fig) ignorance: We were com- 
pletely in the ~ about his movements. 


darling /day 


dar-ling /'da:lin/ и [С] person or object very 
much loved. 

darn’ /da:n/ vi,vi mend a hole by sewing over 
it: My socks have been ~ed again and агат. о 
п [С] place mended by darning. 
'darning-needle, large sewing needle used 
for darning. 

darn? /da:n/ у! (sl) = damn(3). 

dart’ /da:t/ п [С] 1 quick, sudden, forward 
movement: The child made a sudden ~ across 
the road. 2 small, sharp-pointed missile 
(feathered and pointed), to be thrown at a 
target (marked with numbers for scoring) in 
the game called darts. 

dart? /da:t/ vi,vt (cause to) move forward sud- 
denly and quickly; send suddenly and quickly: 
The deer ~ed away when it saw us. She ~ed 
into the shop. 

dash’ /4=[/ п 1 [С] sudden rush; violent 
movement: to make a ~ for shelter|freedom. 2 
[С] (sound of) liquid striking something or be- 
ing thrown or struck: the ~ of the waves on the 
rocks. 3 [С] small amount of something added 
or mixed: water with a ~ of whisky in it; red 
with a ~ of blue. 4 [С] stroke of the pen or a 
mark (—) used in printing. 5 short race: the 
J00-metres ~. 
'dash-board, panel beneath the windscreen 
of a motor-vehicle, with the speedometer, 
various controls, etc. 

dash? /de{/ vt,vi 1 send or throw violently; 
move or be moved violently: The huge waves 
~ed over the rocks. 2 dash sb’s hopes, 
destroy, discourage, them. 3 (dated informal) 
(used as a mild substitute for) Damn!: D~ it! 

data /'deito/ x р/ 1 facts; things certainly 
known (and from which conclusions may be 
drawn): unless sufficient ~ are available. 2 in- 
formation prepared for and operated on a 
computer programme: The ~ is ready for 
processing. (Note: изиаПу used with a sing 
verb.) 
‘data bank, centre with a comprehensive 
(computer) file of data. 
‚ата 'processing, computer operations on 
data to obtain (more) information, solutions 
to problems, etc. 

date’ /deit/ п [С] 1 statement of the time, day, 
month, year, one or all three of these, when 
something happened or is to happen: D~ of 
birth, 20 April 1974; the ~ of the discovery of 
America by Columbus (1492). Whai’s today’s 
~/? 2 period of me, eg one to which antiqui- 
ties belong: Many ruins of Roman ~ (= of the 
time of ancient Rome) are to be seen in the 
south of France. (be/go) out of date, no 
Jonger used; old-fashioned: out-of-~ ideas. to 
date, so far; until now. (be/bring) up to 
date, (a) in line with, according to, what is 
now known, used, etc: up-to-~ ideas/methods. 
(b) up to the present time: fo bring a catalogue 
up to ~. 3 (informal) social meeting arranged 
at a certain time and place; appointment: / 
have a ~ with her next month. 4 (informal) 
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companion of the other sex with whom 
dates(3) are arranged. 
blind date, © blind’. 

date? /deit/ vi,vi 1 have or put a date(1) on: 
Don’t forget 10 ~ your letters. 2 give a date(2) 
to: to ~ old coins. That suit ~s you, shows 
your age (because it 1$ old-fashioned). >> 4 be- 
low. 3 date from/back to, have existed 
since: The castle ~s back to the 14th century, 
was built then. 4 show signs of becoming out 
of date: Isn’t this textbook beginning to ~? 5 
make a date(3) with. 
dated adj out of fashion; (of words and 
phrases) used in the past but not now current. 

Дате? /deit/ п [С] small, brown, sweet, edible 
fruit of the 'date-palm, common in N Africa 
and SW Asia. 

date-line /'deit lain/n (esp) (international ~) 
imaginary line from the north to the south 
pole on or near meridian 180°, east and west of 
which the date differs. 

datum /'deitem/ и (sing of) data. 

daub /do:b/ vi,vi 1 put (paint, clay, plaster, 
etc) roughly on a surface: to ~ a wail with 
paint. 2 paint (pictures) without skill or 
artistry. 3 make dirty: trousers ~ed with paint. 
o n[C,U] (covering of) soft, sticky material, eg 
clay. 

daugh-ter /'do:ta(r)/ и [С] one’s female child. 
daughter-in-law /'do:tr in lo:/ (p/ ~s-in- 
law) wife of one’s son. 

daunt /do:nt/ vi discourage: nothing ~ed, not 
at all discouraged. 

daunt-less /'do:ntlis/ adj not discouraged. 

davit /'devit/ п [С] one of a pair of small 
cranes(2), curved at the top, for supporting, 
lowering and raising a ship’s boat. 

dawdle /'do:dI/ vi,vt be slow and lazy: Stop 
dawdling and do something useful! 

dawn!’ /do:n/ и [С] 1 first light of day; day- 
break: We must start at ~. 2 (fig) beginning; 
birth: the ~ of civilization. 

dawn? /do:n/ vit begin to grow light: The day 
was just ~ing. 2 begin to appear: grow clear 
(to the mind): The truth began to ~~ on him. 

day /dei/ 1 [М] time between sunrise and sun- 
set: Не has been working all (the) ~. We 
travelled~ and тетей and ~ without stop- 
ping. by day, during daylight: We travelled by 
~ and stayed at hotels every night. pass the 
time of day (with sb), exchange greetings, 
chat. 2 [С] period of twenty-four hours (from 
midnight): There are seven ~s in a week. day 
after day; every day, for many days 
together. day in, day out, continuously. 
one day, on a day (past or future). the 
other day, © other(3). some day, some 
time in the future. one of these (fine) 
days, (used in making a promise or a pro- 
phecy) before long; soon. that‘ll be the 
day, (used to show complete doubt that 
something will be done, happen etc). 3 {C] the 
hours of the day given to work: Гуе done'a 
good ~’s work. call it a day, stop working. 4 
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[С] (often p/) time; period. see better days, 
times when one is richer, more prosperous, 
etc: Let’s hope we'll soon see better ~s. make 
sb’s day, make him very happy. the 
present day, the time we are now living in: 
present-~ (= modern) 'writers; in these ~s/in 
this ~ and age (= nowadays); in those ~s (= 
then); in the ~s of Queen Victoria; in ~s to 
come, in future times. 5 lifetime; period of suc- 
cess, prosperity, power, etc: Colonialism has 
had its ~. 6 the ~, contest: We’ve won| 
carried|lost the ~~. 

'day-break, dawn. 

\day-dream vi, и [С] (have) idle and pleasant 
thoughts. 

\day-iong adj, adv (lasting) for the whole day. 
\'ау nursery, © nursery. 

'day-return, ticket to travel to a place and 
back on the same day. 

'day shift, (workers working a) period dur- 
ing the day, esp ina mine. 

\day-time, day(1), esp: in the ~-time. 
day-light /'deilait/ я [U] 1 light of day: Can 
we reach our destination in ~, before it gets 
dark? 2 dawn: We must leave before ~. 

daze /deiz/ vt make (a person) feel stupid or 
unable to think clearly: He looked ~d with 
drugs/was ina~d state. nina daze, ina be- 
wildered condition. 

dazzle /'dzzl/ vt make (a person) unable to 
see clearly or act normally because of too 
much light, brilliance, splendour, etc: ~d by 
bright lights; dazzling opportunities. 

de- /di:-, di-/ prefix (used with a verb) negative, 
reverse, opposite of: depopulate. 

dea-con /'di:kan/ я [С] minister or officer 
who has various duties in certain Christian 
churches (eg in the Church of England, below 
a bishop or priest; in nonconformist churches, 
a layman attending to secular affairs). 
dea-con-ess /'di:konis/ n [С] woman dea- 
con. 

dea.con-ry и [С] (p/ -ies) (office of) deacons. 
dead /ded/ adj, п [U] 1 (plants, animals, per- 
sons) no longer living: the ~, dead persons; ~ 
flowers/leaves. The hunter fired and the snake 
fell ~. 2 never having had life: ~ matter, eg 
rock. 3 without movement or activity: in the ~ 
of (the) night, when everything is quiet. 4 no 
longer used or observed: а ~ language| 
custom. 5 (of the hands, etc) numbed, eg by 
cold; unable to feel anything: ~ fingers. dead 
to, unconscious of, refusing to be affected by. 
dead to the world, (fig) fast asleep. 6 com- 
plete; abrupt; exact: to come toa~ stop. 7 that 
can no longer be used: а ~ match, one that has 
been struck. The telephone went ~, did not 
transmit sounds. 8 (of sound) dull, heavy. 9 
(of colours) dull. 10 (in cricket, tennis, etc) (of 
the surface of the ground) such that balls 
move slowly: a~ pitch, (of the ball, in various 
games) out of play. o adv completely; absol- 
utely; thoroughly: ~ 'beat/'tiredlex'hausted; 
хх 'certain|'sure; ~ ‘drunk; ~ ahead, directly 


ahead. You're ~ right! He cut me ~, > Cut 
т. 
;dead 'centre, exact centre. 
;dead 'end, cul-de-sac. 
dead 'heat, race in which two contestants 
reach the winning-post together. 
dead language, © dead(4). 
\dead-line, fixed date for finishing (doing) 
something. 
dead 'loss, complete failure. 
dead march, slow, solemn music for a funeral. 
,dead 'silence, complete silence. 
deaden /‘dedn/ vi take away, deprive of, 
strength, feeling, brightness: drugs to ~ the 
pain; thick walls that ~~ the noise. 
dead-lock /'dedink/ я [C,U] total failure to 
reach agreement, to settle a quarrel or grie- 
vance. 
dead-ly /'dedli/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 causing, 
likely to cause, death: ~ weapons|poison. 2 
filled with hate: ~ enemies. 3 that may result 
in damnation: the seven ~ sins. 4 like that of 
death: а ~ palencss. а adv like that of death: ~ 
pale. 
dead-pan /'dedpzn/ adj (of a face) showing 
no emotion. 
deaf /def/ adj (-er, -est) 1 unable to hear at 
all; unable to hear well: to become ~; the ~ 
and dumb alphabet, one in which signs made 
with the hands are used for letters or words. 2 
unwilling to listen: ~ to all advice/entreaty. 
turned a deaf ear to, refused to listen to. 
;deaf 'mute, person who is deaf and dumb. 
deaf-ness и [0] 
deafen /'defn/ vs make so much noise that 
hearing is difficult or impossible: We were 
almost ~ed by the uproar. There were ~ing 
cheers when the speaker finished. 
deal /di:1/ 2 [C,U] (board of) fir or pine wood. 
ДеаР /di:!/ я [Ч] large or considerable quan- 
tity; quite a lot: He has had to spend a good ~ 
of money on medicines. I have spent a great ~ 
of trouble over the work. о adv very much, of- 
ten: They see each other a great ~/see a great 
~ of each other. 
deal? /4::1/ п [C] 1 (in games) distribution of 
playing-cards: /’5 your ~. a raw deal, => 
raw(6). 2 business transaction or agreement: 
Itsa~, Laccept/agree. 3 (informal) bargain: 
ГИ4о]таке а — with you. 
deal? /41:1/ vt,vi(pt,pp ~t /delt/) 1 give out toa 
number of persons: The money must be ~t out 
fairly. Who ~t the cards? 2 deal in sth, 
stock, sell: a shop that ~s in goods of all sorts.3 
do business: Do you~ with Smith, the butcher? 
4 deal with, (a) do official things with: That 
man is easy|difficult/impossible to ~ with. (b) 
behave towards: How would you ~ with an 
armed burglar? (c) (of affairs) manage; attend 
to: How shall we ~ with this problem? (9) be 
about; be concerned with: a book ~ing with 
West Africa. ; 
dealer /'di:la(r)/ п [C] 1 person who deals out 
playing-cards. 2 trader: a'car~. 
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dealing /'di:lin/ 11 [9] dealing out or distri- = foracrime. 
buting; behaviour towards others: He is well ‘death rattle, unusual rattling sound in the 
known for fair ~. 2 (pl) business relations: Ге throat of a dying person. 
always found him honest in his ~s with me. ‘death-roli, list of persons killed (in a war 
dealt /delt/ pt,pp of deal’. etc). 


dean /di:n/ и {©] 1 clergyman at the head of a 
cathedral chapter; clergyman who, under ап 
archdeacon, is responsible for a number of 
parishes: a rural ~. 2 (in some universities) 
person with authority to maintain discipline; 
head of a department of studies. 

dean-ery /'di:non{ п [К] (р! -ies) office, 
house, of a dean; group of parishes under a 
rural dean. 

dear /415(г)/ adj (-ет, -est) 1 loved; lovable: 
What а ~ littie child! 2 (ased as a form of 
address in speech, and at the beginning of 
letters): D~ Madam|Sir; D~ Mr Green. 3 
high in price; (of a shop) asking high prices: 
Everything is getting ~er. 4 precious (to); 
greatly valued: He 1051 everything that was ~ 
to him. в adv at a high cost: Jf you want to make 
money, you must buy cheap and sell~.an{C}1 
lovable person: Isn't she a ~! 2 (used to ad- 
dress a person): ‘Yes, ~’; (used with a, esp 
when encouraging somebody): ‘Drink your 
milk up, Anne, there’s a ~’. о int (used to ex- 
press surprise, impatience, wonder, dismay, 
etc): Oh~! D~ те! 
dear-ly adv (a) very much: He would ~ly love 
to see his mother again. He loves his mother 
~ly. (b) at great cost: Victory was ~ly 
bought, eg hundreds of soldiers were killed. 
dear-ness и [0] 

dearth /d3:0/ л [0] shortage (the usual word). 
a~ of food. 

deary, dearie /'diori/ п [С] (pi -ies) (infor- 


mal) dear one; darling (used, esp by an elderly _ 


woman to a younger person, or a mother to 
her child). 

death /de@/ п [СУ] 1 dying; ending of life: 
There have been several ~s from drowning here 
this summer. Two children were burnt to ~ in 
the fire. sick to death of, very fed up. > 
feed?(1). bore sb to death, bore him ex- 
tremely. 2 killing or being killed: The murderer 
was sentenced to ~, to be executed. put sh to 
death, kill him. 3 state of being dead: йе still 
т ~; united in ~, eg of husband and wife in 
the same grave. (a fate) worse than 
death, to be greatly feared. 4 be the death 
of sh, be the cause of his death: That old 
motor-bike will be the ~ of you. catch one’s 
death of cold, (informal) catch a cold that 
will be fatal. 5 (fig) destruction: the ~ of one’s 
hopes. 
'death-bed, on which one dies: She’s on her 
~-bed, is dying. 
‘death-certificate, official document giv- 
ing cause of death. 
'death-duties, taxes (to be) paid on a per- 
son’s property after death. 
'death-mask, cast of a dead person’s face. 
'death-penalty, execution as a punishment 


‘death-trap, place, circumstances, etc likely 
to cause death. 
‘death-warrant, official document giving 
authority for an execution. 

death-ly /'de@li/ adj tike death: a ~ stiliness 
о аду hike death: ~ pale. 

deb /deb/ п [С] (abbr of) débutante. 

de-bar /di'ba:(r)/ vz (-rr-) shut out; prevent a 
person by a regulation (from doing or having): 
~ prisoners from voting at elections. 

de-base /di'beis/ vt make lower in value, 
poorer in quality, character, etc: to ~ the 
coinage, eg by reducing the percentage of sil- 
ver. 
de-base-ment 7 [Ц] 

de-bat-able /di'béitabi/ adj that can be de- 
bated or disputed; open to question. 

de-bate /di'beit/ и [СЧ] formal discussion, 
eg at a public meeting, a committee; contest 
between two speakers, or two groups of 
speakers, to show skill and ability im arguing: 
After а long ~ the bill was passed by the House 
of Commons and sent to the House of Lords.o 
vt,vi have a debate about; think over in order 
to decide: We were debating whether 10 go to 
the mountains or to the seaside. 
de-bater, person who debates. 

de-bauch /dr'bo:t{/ vt cause a person to lose 
virtue, to act immorally. о п [К] occasion of 
excessive drinking, immoral behaviour. a 
drunken~. 
de-bauch-ery /d1'bo:tfari/ и [U] taking part 
in a debauch: a life of ~ery; {C] (pi -ies) 
instance of this. 

de-bili-tate /di'biliteit/ vt make (a person, 
his constitution) weak: a debilitating climate. 

de-bil-ity /di'biloti/ п [U] weakness (of 
health, purpose): After her long iliness she is 
suffering from general ~. 

debit /'debit/ п [C] 1 (b00k-keeping) entry (in 
an account) of a sum owing. 2 (also '~-side) 
left-hand side of an account, on which such 
entries are made. о vf put on the debit side of 
an account: ~ а person’s account (with £5). 

de-brief /,di:'bri:f/ vz question, examine, 
someone who has returned from a mission to 
obtain information. Hence, de-brief-ing п 
[С]. 

de-bris, dé-bris /'deibri: US: do'bri:/ п 9] 
scattered broken pieces; wreckage: searching 
among the ~ after the explosion. 

debt /det/ п СУ] payment which must be, 
but has not yet been, paid to somebody; obh- 
gation: Jf J pay all my ~s I shall have no money 
left. | owe him а ~ of gratitude for ail he has 
done for me. 
debtor /-ta(r)/, person who is in debt to an- 
other person. 

de-bug /|,di:'bag/ vt (-99-) 1 remove defects 
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(from computer equipment). 2 remove micro- 
phones, etc from a room. 

debut, début /‘deibju: (5: det'bju:/ п [С] 
(of an actor, musician, etc) first appearance on 
a public stage: to make one’s ~. 

débu-tante /'debju:ta:nt US: debju'ta:nt/ п 
[С] upper-class girl making her first appear- 
ance in high society. 

dec-ade /'dekeid/ и [С] period of ten years: 
the first ~ of the 20th century, ie 1900— 1909. 

deca-dence /'dekadans/ и [U] falling to a 
lower level (in morals, art, literature, etc esp 
after a period at a high level). 

deca-dent /'dekadant/ adj in a state of 
decadence. ап [С] person in this state. 

de-cant /di'kent/ vt pour (wine, etc) from a 
bottle into another vessel slowly so as not to 
disturb the sediment. 
de-canter, vessel, usually of glass with a 
stopper, into which wine is decanted. 

de-capi-tate /di‘kezpiteit/ vt behead. 

de-cath-lon /dikz@lon/ n [С] (modern 
Olympic Games contest in which each 
competitor takes part in ten events (running, 
jumping, hurdies, shot put, discus, pole vault 
and javelin). 

de-cay /di'kei/ vi go bad; lose power, health: 
~ing teeth| vegetables. а п [U] decaying: The 
house 15 in~. 

de-cease /di'si:s/ vi die. с п (esp legal) (а per- 
son’s) death. the ~d, person who has, per- 
sons who have, recently died. 

de-ceit /di'si:t/ n 1 [U] causing a person to ac- 
cept as true or genuine something that 1$ false: 
She is incapable of ~, would never tell lies, etc. 
2 [С] lie; dishonest trick. 

de-ceit-ful /di'si:tfl/ adj 1 in the habit of de- 
ceiving. 2 intended to deceive; misleading in 
appearance, etc: ~ words/acting. 
de-ceit-fully /-fali/ adv 
de-ceit-ful-ness n[U] 

de-ceive /di'si:v/ vt cause a person to believe 
something that is false; play a trick on; mis- 
lead (on purpose): You can’t pass the examina- 
tion without working hard, so don’ t~ yourself. 
de-ceiver, person who deceives. 

De-cem-ber /di'semboa(r)/ и the twelfth 
month of the year, with 31 days. 

de-cency /'di:snsi/ п [U] (the quality of) 
being decent; (regard for the) general opinion 
as to what 15 decent: an offence against ~, eg 
appearing naked in public. 

de-cent /'di:snt/ adj 1 right and suitable; re- 
spectful: Put on some ~ clothes before you call 
on the Smiths. 2 modest; not likely to shock or 
embarrass others: ~ language and behaviour. 
(Note: this is the only sense for which indecent 
is the opposite.) 3 (informal) likeable; satisfac- 
tory: He’s a very ~ person. 
de-cent-ly adv in a decent(1,2) manner: ~ly 
dressed; behave ~ly. | 

de-cen-tra-lize (also -ise) /,di:'sentralaiz/ 
у! give greater powers (for self-government, 
etc) to (places, branches, etc away from the 
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centre). 
de-cen-tra-liz-ation (also 
/,di:sentralai'zerfn US: -li'z-/ п [0] 

de-cep-tion /di'sep{n/ 1 1 [U] deceiving; be 
ing deceived: to practise ~ оп the public. 2 [С] 
trick intended to deceive: a gross ~. 

de-cep-tive /di'septiv/ adj deceiving: How a 
person dresses is often~. 
de-cep-tive-ly adv 

deci-bel /'desibel/ и [С] unit for measuring 
the relative loudness of sounds. 

de-cide /di'said/ vt,vi1 settle (a question or a 
doubt); give a judgement: The judge ~d the 
case. It's difficult to ~ between the two. The 
judge ~d for|in favour of|against the plaintiff. 
2 think about and come to a conclusion; make 
up one’s mind: The boy ~d not to/~d that he 
would not become a sailor. In the end she ~d on 
it]~d te buy it. We ~d against going|~d not to 
go for a holiday in Wales.3 cause to decide(2): 
What ~d you to give up your job? 
de-cided adj (a) clear; definite: There isa~d 
difference between them. (b) (of persons) de- 
termined: He’s quite ~d about it. 
de-cid-ed-ly аду definitely; undoubtedly: 
~dlv better. 

de-cidu-ous /di'sidjuss/ adj (of trees) losing 
their leaves annually (esp in autumn). 

deci-mali /'desiml/ adj of tens or one-tenths: 
the '~ system, for money, weights, etc; a ~ 
fraction, eg 0-091. 
decimal point, the point in 15-61. 
deci-mal-ize (also -ise) /-aiz/ vt change to a 
decimal system: ~ized currency. 
deci-mal-iz-ation (also 
/,desimolai'zeifn US: -li'z-/ п [Ч] 

deci-mate /'desimeit/ у; kill or destroy one- 
tenth or a large part of: a population ~d by an 
earthquake. 

de-cipher /di'saifa(r)/ vt find the meaning of 
(something written in code, bad handwriting, 
etc). 
de-cipher-able /-abl/ adj that can be de- 
ciphered. 

de-ci-sion /di'sizn/ n 1 [U] deciding; judging; 
[C] result of this; settlement of a question: give 
а ~ опа case. Have they reached}come 10] 
arrived at|taken|made a~ yet? 2 [0] ability to 
decide and act accordingly; the quality of be- 
ing decided(2): A man who is not capable of ~ 
(= who hesitates, cannot decide questions) 
cannot hold a position of responsibility. 

de-cis-ive /di'saisiv/ adj 1 having a decided 
or definite outcome or result; a ~ battle, 
deciding which side wins the war. 2 showing 
decision(2); definite: He gave a~ answer. 
de-cis-ive-ly adv 

deck’ /dek/ n [С] 1 any of the floors of a ship 
in or above the hull: My cabin is оп E ~. Shail 
we go up on ~? 2 any similar surface, eg the 
floor of a bus: Let’s sit on the top ~ of the bus. 
3 pack of playing cards. 
'deck-chair, collapsible chair of canvas, ona 
wooden or metal frame, used out of doors, eg 


-isation) 


-isation) 


deck /deduction 


in parks or on the beach. 

‚\еск hand, member of a ship’s crew who 
works on deck. 
-decker suffix: a ,double-'~er, bus with an 
upper compartment. She ate а ,double-~ 
'\sandwich, one with three slices of bread. 

deck? /dek/ vi decorate: streets ~ed with 
flags. 

de-claim = /dikleim/ vi,vt 1° declaim 
against, speak with strong feeling; attack in 
words. 2 speak-in the manner of addressing an 
audience or reciting poetry. 

dec-la-ma-tion /,deklo'meifn/ и [U] de- 
claiming: [C] speech full of strong feeling; for- 
mal speech. 
de-clama-tory /di'klamatoari US: -to:ri/ adj 

dec-lar-ation /,dekls'reifn/ и [U] declaring; 
[C] that which is declared: a ~ of war; the D~ 
of Independence, that made by the N Ameri- 
can colonies of Great Britain, on 4 July 1776, 
that they were politically independent. 

de-clare /di'klea(r)/ vi,vi 1 make known 
clearly or formally; announce: to ~ the results 
of an election. 1~ this meeting closed. declare 
war (on/against), announce that a state of 
war exists. 2 say solemnly; say in order to 
show that one has no doubt: The accused man 
~d that he was not guilty|~d himself innocent. 
3 declare for/against, say that one is/is 
not in favour of. 4 make a statement (to cus- 
toms officials) of dutiable goods brought into 
a country, or (to a Tax Inspector) of one’s in- 
come: Have you anything to~? 
de-clar-able /di'klearabl/ adj that must be 
declared (4). 

de-class-ify /,di:'klesifai/ vi (pt,pp -ied) 
remove from a special (esp secret) classifica- 
tion: ~ information concerning nuclear arms. 
de-class.ifi-ca-tion /,di:klesifi'kefn/[U] 

de-clen-sion /di'klenfn/ (gram) [U] уагу- 
ing the endings of nouns, pronouns, and adjec- 
tives according to their use in a sentence; [C] 
class of words whose endings for different 
cases are alike. 

de-cline’ /di'klain/ и [С] declining; gradual 
and continued loss of strength: the ~ of the 
Roman Empire; a~ in prices] prosperity. 

de-cline? /di'klain/ vt,vi 1 say ‘No’ (to); re- 
fuse (something offered): to ~ an invitation to 
(go to) a party. 2 continue to become smaller, 
weaker, lower: declining birthrate; declining 
sales. 3 (of the sun) go down. 4 give the cases 
of (a word). 

de-clutch /,di:'klat{/ vi disconnect the clutch 
(of a motor-vehicle) in order to change gear. 

de-code /,di:'kaud/ vt decipher (a code). 

de-com-pose /,di:kam'pouz/ vi,vi 1 separ- 
ate (a substance, light, etc) into its parts: A 
prism ~s light. 2 (cause to) become bad or rot- 
ten; decay: ~d meat. . 
de-com-po-si-tion /,di:,k ompo'zifn/n[U] 

dé-cor /'deiko:(r) US: dei'ko:r/ п [С] (usually 
sing) all that makes up the general appear- 
ance, eg of aroom or the stage of a theatre. 
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dec-or-ate /‘dekoreit/ v7 1 put ornaments 
on; make (more) beautiful by placing adorn- 
ments on or in: to ~ a street with flags/a birth- 
day cake. 2 paint, plaster, etc the outside of (a 
building); put paint, wallpaper, etc on the in- 
side rooms of (a building). 3 give (a person) a 
mark of distinction (eg a medal, an order): 
Several soldiers were ~d for bravery. 

dec-ora-tion |,deka'reifn/ и 1 [U] decorat- 
ing or being decorated. 2 [С] thing used for de- 
corating: cake ~s. 3 [С] medal, ribbon, etc 
given and worn as an honour or award. 

dec-or-ative /'dekrativ US: ЧеКэгешу/ adj 
suitable for decorating(1): Holly, with its 
bright red berries, is very ~. 

dec-or-ator /'dekoreita(r)/ и [С] workman 
who decorates(2): interior ~s. 

de-coy /'di:ko1/[C] 1 (real or imitaticn) bird 
(eg a duck) or animal used to attract others so 
that they may be shot or caught; place design- 
ed for this purpose. 2 (fig) person or thing 
used to tempt somebody into a position of 
danger. с у! /di'koi/ trick into a place of dan- 
ger by means of a decoy: He had been ~ed 
across the frontier and arrested as а spy. 

de-crease /di'kri:s/ vt,vi (cause to) become 
shorter, smaller, less: The population of the vil- 
lage has ~d from 1000 to 500. с п |'di:kri:s/[U] 
decreasing; [C] amount by which something 
decreases: There has been а ~ in our imports 
this year. 

de-cree /di'kri:/[C] 1 order given by a ruler 
or authority and having the force of a law: 
issue a~; rule Бу ~. 2 judgement or decision 
of some law courts: а ~ of divorce. п vt,vi issue 
a decree, order by, decree: И had been ~d 
that... 
decree ‘absolute, order for an immediate 
divorce. 
decree nisi /di,kri: 'naisai/, order for a 
divorce unless cause to prevent it is shown 
within a fixed period. 

de-crepit /di'krepit/ adj made weak by old 
age or hard use: a~ horse. 

de-cry /di'krai/ vt (pt.pp -ied) try, by speaking 
against something, to make it seem less valu- 
able, useful, etc. 

dedi-cate /‘dedikeit/ vt 1 give up, devote 
(one’s time, energy, etc to a special cause or 
purpose): He ~d his life to the service of his 
country. 2 devote with solemn ceremonies (to 
God, to a sacred use). 3 (of an author) write 
(or print) a person’s name at the beginning of 
a book (to show gratitude or friendship to). 
dedi-ca-tion /,dedi'keifn/ и (a) [U] dedicat- 
ing: the dedication of a church. (b) [C] words 
used in dedicating a book. 

de-duce /di'dju:s US: di'du:s/ vt arrive at 
(knowledge, a theory, etc) by reasoning: reach 
a conclusion: /f vou see a doctor leaving a 
house, yow ll ~ that someone т the house is ill. 

de-duct /di'dakt/ уг take away (an amount ог 
part). 

de-duc-tion /di'dakfn/ и 1 [U} deducting; 
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[С] amount deducted: ~s from pay for insur- 
ance and pension. 2 [U] deducing; [С] conclu- 
sion reached by reasoning from general laws 
to a particular case. 

deed /di:d/ п.[С] 1 something done; action: 
D~s are better than promises. 2 (legal) written 
or printed signed agreement, esp about 
ownership or rights. 

deep’ /di:p/ adj (-er, -est) 1 going a long way 

: down from the top: a ~ well/river. 2 going a 

_ Jong way from the surface or edge: a~ wound. 
3 (fig) serious; not superficial: a ~ thinker. 4 
placed or extending down, back or in (with 
words to show extent): a hole two metres ~; to 
be ~ in debt. 5 (of sounds) low: ina ~ voice. 6 
in a ~ Sleep, from which one 1s not easily 
awakened. 7 (of colours) strong; intense: a ~ 
red. 8 brought from far down: a ~ sigh, 
strongly felt: ~ sorrow/feelings|/sympathy. 9 
deep in, absorbed in; having all one’s atten- 
tion centred on: ~ in thought/study/a book. 10 
(fig) difficult to understand or learn about: a 
~ mystery. 
deep-ly adv intensely: He is ~/y interested in 
the subject. 
deep-ness п [0] 

deep? /41:р/ adv far down or т: We had to dig 
~ to find water. 
\deep-'freeze у! freeze (food) quickly to 
keep fresh it for long periods: ,~-frozen 'fish. о 
п [С] special type of refrigerator (or a special 
part of an ordinary refrigerator) used for this 
purpose: put fruit and vegetables in the ~- 
freeze. 
ideep-'fried adj fried in oil deep enough to 
cover it. 
;deep-'rooted, not easily removed: He has a 
~-rooted dislike of hard work. 
\deep-'seated, firmly established: 
causes of the trouble are ~-seated. 

deep? /di:p/n the ~, (poetry) the sea. 

deepen /'di:pon/ vt,vi make or become deep. 

deer /dia(r)/ п [С] (p/ unchanged) (kinds of) 
graceful, quick-running animal, the male of 
which usually has horns. 
'deer-skin, (leather made of) deer’s skin. 

de-esca-late /|,di: 'eskaleit/ vt decrease the 
area or intensity of, eg a war. 

de-face /di'feis/ vt spoil the appearance of 
(by marking or damaging the surface of). 
de-face-ment n[C,U] 

de-fame /di'feim/ vi attack the good reputa- 
tion of; say evil things about. 
defa-ma-tion /,defo'meifn/ и [U] defaming 
ог being defamed; harm done to а person’s re- 
putation. 
de-fama-tory /di'fematri US: -to:r1/ adj 

de-fault’ /di'fo:lt/ п [U] act of defaulting: to 
win a casela game Бу ~, because the other per- 
son, team, player, etc does not appear. in de- 
fault of, in the absence of. 

de- fault? /di'fo:It/ vi fail to perform a duty, or 
to appear (eg in a law court) when required to 
,do so, or to pay a debt. 


The 
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de-faulter, person who defaults. 

de-feat /di'fi:t/ vt 1 overcome; win a elon 
over: to ~ another school at footbail. 2 make 
useless; cause to fail: Our hopes were ~ed.on 
[U] defeating or being defeated: Our team has 
not yet suffered ~. [С] instance of this: six 
victories and two ~S. 

de-fe-cate /'defikeit/ vi (medical) empty т 
bowels. 

de-fect' /'di:fekt/ п [С] fault; imperfection; 
something that is not complete or perfect: ~s 
in a system of education. 

de-fect? /di'fekt/ vi desert one’s country, 
one’s allegiance; to fall away from a political 
movement or party (usually to another one). 
de-fec-tor /-ta(r)/, person who defects: ~ors 
from the Republican Party. 

de-fec-tion /di'fekjn/  [U] falling away 
from loyalty to a political party (or its leader), 
religion or duty; [C] instance of this: ~s from 
the Labour Party. 

de-fec-tive /di'fektiv/ adj imperfect: ~ in 
workmanship/moral sense. 
de-fec-tive-ly adv 
de-fec-tive-ness n[U] 

de-fence (US =de-fense) idi'fens/ п 1[U] 
defending from attack; fighting against at- 
tack: money used for national ~. 2 [С] thing 
used for defending or protecting; means of de- 
fending: People used to build strong walls 
round their towns as a ~ against enemies. 3 [С, 
U] (legal) argument(s) used to contest an accu- 
sation; the lawyer(s) acting for an accused per- 
son: The accused man made no ~. Counsel for 
the ~ put ina plea for mercy. 
de-fence-less adj unable to defend oneself. 
de-fence-less-ly ady 
de-fence-less-ness п [0] 

de-fend /di'fend/ vs guard; protect; make 
safe: to ~ one’s country against enemies. 2 
speak or write in support of: ~ (= uphold) а 
claim; ~ (= contest) a lawsuit. 

de-fend-ant /di'fendont/ и [С] person 
against whom a legal action is brought. > 
plaintiff. 

de-fender /di'fenda(r)/ 2 [С] 1 person who 
defends. 2 (in sport, eg football) player who 
guards his goal area against attacks from the 
other side. 

de-fens-ible /di'fensabl/ adj able to be de- 
fended. 

de-fens-ive /di'fensiv/ adj used for, intend- 
ed for, defending: ~ warfare/measures.on be 
on the defensive, be careful about defend- 
ing one’s ideas, actions, against criticism. 
de-fens-ive-ly аду 

de-fer’ /di'fa:(r)/ vt (-rr-) put off to a later 
time: РИ my departure for a week. 

de-fer? /di'fs:(r)/ vi (-м-) give way; yield 
(often to show a a ~ 10 one’s elders|to his 
opinions. 

de-fer-ence /'defarans/ и [0] giving way to 
the wishes, accepting the opinions or judge- 
ments, of another or others; respect: 10 show ~ 


deferential /degree 


to a judge. т deference to, out of respect 
for. 

de-fer-en-tial /,defa'renfl/ adj showing re- 
spect. 
de-fer-en-tially /-fali/ adv 

de-fiance /di'farons/ и [U] obvious refusal to 
obey; refusal to recognize authority; defying. 
in defiance of, refusing to obey: to act in~ 
of orders. 

de-fiant /di'farent/ adj showing defiance; 
openly disobedient. 
defiant-ly adv 

de-fi-ciency /di'fifmsi/ п (-ies) 1 Ц} the 
state of being short of, less than, what ts cor- 
rect or needed; [С] instance of this: suffering 
from a ~ of food. 2 К] amount by which 
something is short of what 15 correct or 
needed: a ~ of £5. 3 [<] something imper- 
fect: Cosmetics do not always cover up the 
deficiencies of nature. 
de-fi-cient /di'fifnt/ adj not having enough 
ot: ~ ш courage; a mentally ~ person, one 
who is mentally subnormal. 

defi-cit /'defisit/ п [С] amount by which 
something, esp a sum of money, 1$ too small; 
amount by which payments are more than 
receipts. => surplus. 

de-file /di'fail/ у: make dirty or impure: rivers 
~d by waste from factories; 10 ^^ one’s mind. 

de-fine /di'fain/ уг 1 state precisely the mean- 
ing of (eg words). 2 state or show clearly: The 
powers of ajudge are ~d by law. 
de-fin-able /-abl/ adj that can be defined. 

defi-nite /'definit} adj clear; not doubtful or 
uncertain: Г wanta~ answer: ‘Yes or‘No’. 
definite 'article, the word ‘the’. 
defi-nite-ly adv (a) in a definite manner. (b) 
(informal) (used in answer to a question) yes, 
certainly. 

defi-ni-tion /,defi'nifn/ п 1 [0] defining; [С] 
statement that defines: To give а ~~ of a word is 
more difficult than you think. 2 0] clearness of 
outline; making or being distinct m outline; 
power of a lens (in a camera or telescope) to 
show clear outlines. 

de-fini-tive /di'finotiv/ adj to be considered 
decisive and without the need for, or possibil- 
ity of, change or addition: а ~ offerjanswer. 

de-flate /di'fleit/ vt 1 make (a tyre, balloon, 
etc) smaller by letting out atr or gas. 2 (fig) les- 
sen the conceit of: ~ a pompcus politician. 3 
/di:‘fle:t/ take action to reduce the amount of 
money in circulation in order to lower or keep 
steady the prices of salable goods. 
de-fla-tion /di'flei{fn/ и [0] 
de-fla-tion-ary /-эп US: -ner:/ adj designed 
or tending to produce deflation: necessary 
deflationary measures by the Chancellor. 

de-fiect /di'fiekt/ vt,vi (cause to) turn aside 
or move in a different direction: The ball was 
~ed off a defender into the goal. 
de-flec-tion /di'flek{n/ n[C,U] 

de-form /d1'fo:m/ vt spoil the form or appear- 
ance of; put out of shape. 
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de-formed adj (of the body, or a part of tt) 
badly shaped; unnaturally shaped: The boy 
has а ~ed foot and cannot play games. 

de-form-ity /di'fo:mati/ и [U)} being deform- 
ed; [С] (р! -ies) deformed part (esp of the 
body). 

de-fraud /di'fro:d/ vt trick (a person) out of 
what is rightly his. 

de-fray /di'fre1/ vt supply the money needed, 
pay (the expenses) for something. 
de-frayal /-al/ n[U} 
de-fray-ment и [0] 

de-frost / ,di:'frost US: -'fro:st/ у! remove, get 
rid of, ice or frost (eg in a refrigerator, on the 
windscreen of a motor-vehicle). 

deft /deft/ adj quick and clever (esp with the 
fingers). 
deft-ly adv 
deft-ness п [0] 

de-funct /di'fankt/ adj (of things, eg laws) 
extinct. 

de-fuse /|,di:'fyu:z/ vt remove or make useless 
the fuse of, eg an unexploded bomb or shell. 

defy /di'fai/ vt (pt.pp -ied) 1 resist openly. 2 
refuse to obey or show respect to: fo ~ one’s 
superiors. 3 offer difficulties that cannot be 
overcome: The problem defied solution, could 
not be solved. 4 dare?(3) (the usual word). 

de-gen-er-ate’ /di'dzenarat/ adj having 1051 
qualities (physical, moral or mental) that are 
considered normal and desirable: He didn’t let 
riches and luxury make him ^.оп [С] degener- 
ate person or animnal. 

de-gen-er-ate? /di'dzenareit/ vi pass from a 
state of goodness to a lower state by losing 
qualities which are considered normal and de- 
sirable: Young men of today are not degenerat- 
ing, eg not becoming less hard-working, less 
honest, than those of earlier times. 

de-grade /di'greid/ vt 1 reduce in rank or 
status. 2 cause to be less moral or less deserv- 
ing of respect: degrading oneself by cheating. 
degra-da-tion /,degra'deifn/ n [0] degrading 
or being degraded. 

de-gree /di'gri:/ п С] 1 unit of measurement 
(of a circle) for angles: an angle of ninety ~s, 
(90°) a right angle; a ~ of latitude, about 69 
miles. 2 unit of measurement for temperature: 
Water freezes at 32 ~s Fahrenheit (32°F) or 
zero ~s Centigrade (0°С). 3 step or stage in a 
scale or process: The girls show various ~s of 
skill in their use of carpentry tools. He was not 
in the slightest ~ interested, was completely 
uninterested. by degrees, gradually: Their 
friendship grew by ~s into love. to a high/ 
the highest degree, intensively; exceed- 
ingly. 4 position in society: persons of high ~. 
5 academic title; rank or grade given by а ип1- 
versity to a person who has passed an exam- 
ination: studying for[take а ~~; the ~ of Mas- 
ter of Arts. 6 (music) interval from one note to 
another. 7 (gram) one of the three forms of 
comparison of an adjective or adverb. 
first degree, most extreme stage of serious- 
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ness: first ~ burns, first ~ murder. 
third degree, severe and long examination 
(eg by the police) of an accused man to get 
information or a confession: Are third-~ 
methods used in your country? 

de-hy-drate /|,di:hai'dreit/ vt remove water 
or moisture (from): ~d vegetables. 

de-ice /|,di: 'ais/ vt free, eg the surfaces of an 
aircraft, from ice. 

de-ify /'di:ifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) worship as a 
god. 

deign /deinj vi be kind or gracious enough to: 
He passed by without ~ing to look at те. 

de-ity /'derati US: 'di:ati/ п (pl -ies) 1 [U] 
divine quality or nature; state of being a god 
or goddess. 2 [C] god or goddess: Roman dei- 
ties, eg Neptune, Minerva. 

de-ject /di'dgekt/ vt make sad or gloomy: 
Why is she looking so ~ed, in such low spirits? 
(№ ое: usually used as a pp.) 
de-ject-ed-ly adv 
de-jec-tion /di'dzekfn/ 2 [U] dejected state: 
He leftin~. 

de-lay /di'lei/ vt,vi 1 make or be slow or late: 
The train was ~ed (for) two hours. 2 put off 
until later: Why have they ~ed opening the new 
school? a п 1 [U] delaying or being delayed: 
We must leave without ~. 2 [С] instance, time, 
of this: after a~ of three hours. 

de-lec-table /di'lektabl/ adj delightful; 
pleasant. 

del-egacy /"deligasi/ п [С] (pi -ies) system of 
delegating; body of delegates. 

де!-едате! /'deligat/ 1 [С] person to whom 
something is delegated (eg a representative 
sent to a conference or convention). 

del-egate? /‘deligeit/ vt appoint and send as 
a representative to a meeting; entrust (duties, 
rights, etc): te ~ her to attended the confer- 
ence; to~ rights to adeputy. 
del-ega-tion /,deli'geifn/ я (a) [U] delegat- 
ing or being delegated. (b) [C] group or team 
of delegates. 

de-lete /dir'li:t/ vz strike or take out (some- 
thing written or printed): Several words had 
been ~d by the censor. 
de-le-tion /di'li:Jn/  [U] deleting; [С] in- 
stance of this. 

de-lib-er-ate’ /di'liborat/ adj 1 intentional; 
not by chance: а ~ Jie/insult. 2 slow and cau- 
tious (in action, speech, etc): He entered the 
room with ~ steps. 
de-lib-er-ate-ly аду 

de-lib-er-ate? /di'libareit/ уг, уг (formal) con- 
sider, talk about, carefully: We were deliberat- 
ing whether to buy anew car. 

de-lib-er-ation /dilibo'reifn/ п (formal) 1 
{C,U] careful consideration and discussion; 
debate: After long ~, they decided to accept the 
offer. 2 [U] being deliberate(2); slowness of 
movement: to speak|take aim with great ~. 

deli-cacy /'delikasi/ n (p/ -ies) 1 [U] quality 
of being delicate (all senses): The political 
situation is one of great ~, requires very care- 
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ful handling. 2 [С] delicate(8) kind of food: all 
the delicacies of the season. 

deli-cate /‘delikat/ adj 1 soft; tender; of fine 
or thin material: the ~ skin of a baby. 2 fine; 
exquisite: jewellery of ~ workmanship. 3 easily 
injured; becoming ill easily; needing great 
саге: ~ china|plants; a'~-looking child. 4 re- 
quiring careful treatment or skilful handling: 
a~ surgical operation. 5 (of colours) soft; not 
strong: a ~ shade of pink. 6 (of the senses, of 
instruments) able to appreciate or show very 
small changes or differences: the ~ instru- 
ments needed by medical scientists. 7 taking 
great care not to be immodest, not to hurt the 
feelings of others. 8 (of food, its flavour) 
pleasing to the taste and not strongly flav- 
oured: Some kinds of fish have a more ~ flav- 
our than others. 
deli-cate-ly adv 

deli-ca-tes-sen j,deliks'tesn/ я [C,U] (shop 
selling) prepared foods ready for serving (esp 
cooked meat, smoked fish, pickles). 

de-li-cious /di'lifas/ adj giving delight (esp 
to the senses of taste and smell, and to the 
sense of humour): a~ cake. 
de-li-cious-ly adv 

de-light? /di'lait/ п 1 [U] great pleasure; joy: 
To his great ~ he passed the examination. 
take delight in, find pleasure in: The 
naughty boy takes great ~ in pulling the саг’; 
tail. 2 [С] cause or source of great pleasure: 
Dancing is her chief ~. 
de-light-ful /-fl/ adj giving pleasure: a ~ful 
holiday. 
de-light-fully /-fali/ adv 

de-light? /di'lait/ vt,vi 1 give great pleasure 
to; please greatly: Her singing ~ed everyone. 2 
be delighted, be greatly pleased: / was ~ed 
to hear the news of your success|~ed at the 
news|~ed that you were successful. 3 take or 
find great pleasure: He ~s in teasing his young 
sister. 

de-lin-quency /di'linkwansi/ n (pi -ies) 1 
{U] wrong-doing; neglect of duty: the problem 
of juvenile ~, doing wrong by young persons. 
2 [С] instance of this. 

de-lin-quent /di'linkwont/ я [С], adj (per- 
son) doing wrong, behaving badly. 

de-liri-ous /di'lirios/ adj 1 suffering from, 
showing, delirium. 2 wildly excited: We were 
~ with joy. 
de-liri-ous-ly ady 

de-lir-ium /di'liriom/ я [U] 1 violent mental 
disturbance, often accompanied by wild talk, 
esp during feverish illness. 2 (fig) wild excite- 
ment. 

de-liver /di'liva(r)/ vt 1 take (letters, parcels, 
goods, etc) to houses, to the person(s) to 
whom they are addressed, to the buyer(s): Did 
you ~ my message? 2 deliver from, (formal) 
rescue, save, set free: May God ~ us from all 
evil. 3 give forth in words: to ~ а зегтоп]а 
course of lectures. 4 (of a medical attendant, eg 
a midwife) help (a woman) in childbirth. 5 sur- 
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render; give up; Бай over: to ~ up stolen 
goods; tc ~ over the keys to the new house. 6 
send against: to ~ a blow in the cause of free- 
dom. | 
de-liverer, person who delivers; rescuer. 

de-liver-ance /di'livarans/ п [U] deliver- 
ing (2); rescue; being set free. 

de-liv-ery /di'livori/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [U] deliver- 
ing (of letters, goods, etc): We guarantee 
prompt ~. 2 [C] periodical performance of 
this: How many deliveries are there in your 
town (= How often does the postman deliver 
letters) every day? 2 [М] manner of speaking 
(in lectures, etc): His sermon was good, but his 
~ was poor. 

Чей /del/ и [С] small valley, usually with trees. 

de-louse /,di:'laus/ vt rid (sb) of lice. 

delta /'delta/ п [С] (p/ ~s) 1 Greek letter 
D (4). 2 land in this shape at the place 
where some rivers meet the sea and separate 
to make two or more branches: the Nile D~. 
delta-wing, aircraft wing of this shape (4). 

de-lude /di'lu:d/ vt deceive; mislead (on pur- 
pose): deluding oneself with false hopes; to ~ 
him|oneself into believing that... 

del-uge /'delju:d3/ п [С] 1 great flood; heavy 
rush of water; violent rainfall. 2 anything 
coming in a heavy rush: a ~ of words] 
questions|protests. о vt flood: He was ~d with 
questions. 

de-lu-sion /di'lu:3n/ и [U] deluding or being 
deluded: [C] false opinion or belief, esp one 
that may be a symptom of madness: to be un- 
der a~|under the ~ that...; to suffer from ~s. 

de-lus-ive /di'lu:siv/ adj not real; deceptive. 
de-lus-ive-ly adv 

de luxe /di'laks/ adj (Fr) of very high quality, 
high standards of comfort, etc: a~ edition of a 
book. 

delve /delv/ уг, уг delve (into), investigate, 
look into: to ~ into his past. 

dema-gogue /'demogng US: -95:4/ п [С] 
political leader who tries, by speeches appeal- 
ing to the feelings instead of to reason, to stir 
up the people. 

de-mand' /di'ma:nd US: -'mend/ п 1 [С] act 
of demanding(1); something that is demand- 
е4 (1): The workers’ ~s (eg for higher pay) 
were refused by the employers. on demand, 
when demanded: a cheque payable on ~. 
make demands (on), use; take up: Chil- 
dren make great ~s on one’s income|time. 2 
[U] (or with а and an adjective) desire, by 
people ready to buy, employ, etc: There is a 
great ~ for typists but a poor ~|not much ~ 
for clerks. Our gocds are т great~w. 

de-manda? /di'ma:nd US: -'mend/ vt 1 ask 
for as if ordering, or as if one has a right to: ~ 
an apology from her. 2 need; require: This sort 
of work ^5 great patience. 

de-mar-cate /'di:ma:keit/ vt mark or fix the 
limits of, eg a frontier. 

de-mar-ca-tion /,di:ma:'keif{n/ и [U] mark- 
ing of a boundary or limit; separation: an obvi- 
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ous line of ~ in the industrial dispute. 

de-mean /di'mi:n/ vt genes lower oneself 
in dignity, social esteem. 

de-mean-our (US = -or) [ант mi:na(r)/ я [0] 
way of behaving: / don’t like his pompous ~. 

de-mented /di'mentid/ adj 1 mad. 2 (infor- 
mal) extremely worried. 

de-mented-.-ly adv 

deme-rara /,dems'reara/ n[U] (also ~ sugar) 
light brown raw cane sugar (from Guyana). 

de-mili-tar-ized (also -ised) 
/,di:'mulitaraizd/ adj (of a country, or part of it) 
required, by treaty or agreement, to have no 
military forces or installation in it: a~ zone. 

de-mise /di'maiz/ п [С] (/ega/) death. 

de-mist /|,di:'mist/ vt remove the mist from, 
eg the windscreen of a motor-vehicle. 

demo /'demau/ и [С] (informal) (abbr for) de- 
monstration(2). 

de-mo-bil-ize (also -ise) /di'maubolaiz/ vz 
release from military service. 
de-mo-bil-iz-ation (also 
/di,mauboalar'zeifn US: -hi'z-/ п [U] 

детос-гасу /di'mpkrasi/ и (р/ -ies) 1 [СЧ] 
political system in which supreme power be- 
longs to the people: D~ needs time to become 
established in newly independent countries. 
2 [C] state which has the following juridi- 
cal features: acknowledgement of the will of 
the majority as the source of power; the dec- 
laration of citizens’ freedoms; the equality 
of citizens’ rights: D~ies acknowledge the 
will of the people. 3 [U] guaranteeing of 
citizens’ rights and freedoms in all aspects 
of public and private life: [5 there more ~ 
in Australia than in Great Britain? 

demo.crat /'demakrzt/ и [С] 1 person who 
favours or supports democracy. 2 Dw, (US) 
member of the Democratic Party. 

дегло-сга с /,dema'kretik/ adj 1 of, like. 
supporting, democracy (1,2). 2 based on 
democracy, exercising democracy(1): а ~ 
system of government, a~ republic. 3 favour- 
ing and practicing democracy (3). 

the Democratic Party, (US) one of the 
two main political parties. > Republican. 
demo-.-crati-cally /-kli/ adv 

de-moc-ra-tize (also -ise) /di'mokrataiz/ 
vt make democratic. 

de-mol-ish /di'molif/ v1 pull down, eg old 
buildings. 2 destroy, eg an argument; make an 
end of. 

demo. ii-tion /,dema'lifn/ и [СЧ] 

de-mon, dae-mon /'di:man/ п [С] 1 evil. 
wicked or cruel supernatural being or spirit. 2 
(informal) fierce or energetic person: Не’5 a~ 
for work. 

de-mon-strable /di'monsirabl/ adj that 
can be logically proved. 

de-mon:strably /-abli/ adv 

dem-on-strate /‘demonstreit/ vt,vi 1 show 
clearly by giving proof(s) or example(s): Hon 
would you ~ that the world is round? 2 take 
part in a demonstration(2): The workers have 
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marched through the streets with banners to ~ 
against the rising cost of living. 

dem-on-stra-tion /,demon'streifn/ и [СО] 
1 demonstrating(1): a~ of affection, eg when 
a child puts its arms round its mother’s neck. 2 
public display of feeling by a group, eg of 
workers, students: a student ~ that ended in 
violence. 

de-mon-stra-tive /di'mopnstrativ/ adj 1 (of 
persons) showing feelings: Some children are 
more ~ than others. 2 marked by open expres- 
sion of feelings: ~ behaviour. 3 serving to 
point out. 4 (gram): ~ pronoun, (this, these, 
that, those). 
de-mon:stra-tive-ly adv 

dem-on-stra-tor /'demsnstreita(r)/ я [С] 1 
person who demonstrates(2): The ~s were 
dispersed by the police. 2 person who teaches 
or explains by demonstrating(1). 

de-moral-ize (also -ise) /di'mpralaiz US: 
-'mo:r-/ vt 1 hurt or weaken the morals of: 
drugs that have a demoralizing effect. 2 weaken 
the courage, confidence, self-discipline, etc of, 
eg ап агту. 

de-mote /,di:'maut/ vt reduce to а lower rank 
or grade. 
de-mo-tion /,di:':maufn/ [0] 

de-motic /di'mptik/ adj of, used by, ordi- 
nary people: ~ Greek, the everyday form of 
modern Greek. 

de-mur /di'ms:(r)/ vi (-rr-) (formal) raise an 
objection: to ~ to a demand; to ~ at working 
on Sundays. о п [С] hesitation or objection: 
(chiefly in) without ~. 

de-mure /di'mjua(r)/ adj 1 quiet and serious: 
a~ young lady. 2 pretending to be, suggesting 
that one is, demure: She gave hima~ smile. 
de-mure-ly adv 

den /den/ п [С] 1 animal’s hidden lying-place, 
eg acave. 2 secret resort: an 'opium ~,; а ~ of 
thieves. 3 (informal) room in which a person 
works and studies without being disturbed. 

de-nation-al-ize (also -ise) 
/,di:'nefanolaiz/ уг transfer (a nationalized in- 
dustry, etc) to private ownership again. 
de-nation-.al-iz-ation (also  -isation) 
| ,di:;nzJonolai'zerfn US: -h'z-/n[U] 

de-nt-able /di'naiabl/ adj that can be denied. 

de-nial /di'naial/ и 1 [U] denying; refusing a 
request; [C] instance of this: the ~ of justice/of 
a request for help. 2 [С] statement that some- 
thing is not true: the prisoner's repeated ~s of 
being involved in the robbery. 

denim /'denim/ и 1 [U] (usually pale blue) 
strong cotton cloth (used for jeans, overalls, 
etc). 2 (pl) (informal) jeans made from denim. 

de-nomi-na-tion /dinomi'neifn/ я [С] 1 
name, esp one given to a class or religious 
group or sect: The Protestant ~s include the 
Methodists, Presbyterians and Baptists. 2 class 
or unit (in weight, length, numbers, money, 
etc): The US coin of the lowest ~ is the cent. 
de-nomi-na-tional /-fanl/ adj of religious 
groups: inter-~, of several groups. 
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de-nomi-na-tor /di'nomineita(r)/ и [С] 
number or quantity below the line in a frac- 
tion, eg 41n 3. 

de-note /di'nsut/ vt (formal) 1 be the sign or 
symbol of; be the name of: /n algebra the sign x 
usually ~s an unknown quantity. 2 indicate: 
His silence ~d his objection to the policy. 

de-nounce /di'nauns/ vi 1 speak publicly 
against; give information against: to ~ her as 
a spy. 2 give notice that one is going to end (a 
treaty or agreement). 

dense /dens/ adj (-r, -st) 1 (of liquids, vap- 
our) not easily seen through: a ~ fog; ~ 
smoke. 2 (of people and things) crowded 
together in great numbers: а ~ crowd|/forest.3 
stupid; having a mind that ideas can penetrate 
only with difficulty. 
dense-ly adv: a~ly populated country. 
dense-ness 7[U] 

den-sity /'densati/ и (p/-ies) 1 [U] the quality 
of being dense: the ~ of a forest/the popula- 
tion. 2 [СУ] (physics) relation of weight to 
volume. 

dent /dent/ п [С] 1 hollow, depression, in a 
hard surface made by a blow or by pressure. 2 
(fig) (informal) damage, effect badly: a ~ in 
one’s pride. a vt,vi make or get a dent in: a car 
badly ~ed т а collision. 

den-tal /'dentl/ adj of ог for the teeth: a ~ 
surgeon. 
dental floss, threads of silk, etc used to 
clean between teeth. 
dental surgeon, dentist. 

den-tist /'dentist/ и [С] person whose work is 
filling, cleaning, taking out, teeth and fitting 
artificial teeth. 
den-tistry, work of a dentist. 

den-ture /'dentfa(r)/ я [С] device (fitted on 
the gums) with artificial teeth. 

de-nude /di'nju:d/ у/ make naked or bare. 

de-nuncti-ation /dinansi'eifn/ и [С] de- 
nouncing: the ~ of a traitor. 

deny /di'na:/ vt (pt.pp -ied) 1 say that (some- 
thing) is not true: The accused man denied the 
charge. It cannot be denied that ...|There is no 
~ing the fact that..., Everyone must admit 
that... 2 say that one knows nothing about; 
refuse to acknowledge: He denied the signat- 
ure, said that it was not his. 3 say ‘no’ to a 
request; refuse to give (something asked for or 
needed): He denies himself[his wife nothing. 

de-odor-ant /|,di:'su0darant/ я [С] substance 
that disguises or absorbs (esp body) odours. 

de-odor-ize (also -ise) /,di:'s0doraiz/ vt 
remove unwanted smells from. 

de-part /di'pa:t/ vi1 go away: leave: The train 
~s (from Euston) at 3.30pm. 2 behave in a way 
that differs from: ~ from routine| the truth. 
the de-parted (sing) person who has recent- 
ly died; (p/) those who have died: pray for the 
souls of the ~ed. 

de-part-ment /di'pa:tmont/ я [С] one of 
several divisions of a government, business, 
shop, university, etc: the Education D~|D~ of 


departure /deprive 


‘f:ducation. 

de'partment store, large shop where many 
‘kinds of goods are sold in different depart- 
ments. 

de-part-mental /,di:pa:t'mentl/ adj of а 
depariment (contrasted with the whole): ~al 
duties/administration. 

de-par-ture /di'pa:tfa(r)/ п 1 [0] departing; 
going away; [C] instance of this: There are 
notices showing arrivals and ~s of trains over 
there. 2 [C,U] turning away or aside; chang- 
ing: a ^ from old custom; a new ~ in physics, 
eg the discovery of nuclear fission. 

de-pend /d:'pend/ vi 1 need, rely on, (the 
support, etc of) in order to exist or to be true 
or to succeed: Children ~ on their parents for 
food and clothing. that/it all depends, the 
result depends on something else. 2 trust; be 
certain about: You can always ~ on John to be 
there when he is needed. 

de-pend-able /-abl/ adj that or who may be 
relied on. 

de-pend-ant (also -ent) /di'!pendant/ и [С] 
person who depends on another or others for 
a home, food, etc. & dependent adj. 

de-pend-ence /di'pendans/ и [0] 1 the state 
of depending; being supported by others: Why 
don’t you find a job and stop this ~ on your 
parents? 2 confident trust; reliance: He’s not a 
man you can put much ~ on, You can’t rely on 
him. 3 the state of being determined or condi- 
tioned by: the ~ on drugs. 

de-pend-ency /di'pendansi/ л [С] (р! -ies) 
country governed or controlled by another: 
The Hawaiian Islands are no longer а ~ of the 
USA. 

de-pend-ent /di'pendont/ и [С] = depen- 
dant. о adj depending: Promotion is ~ on your 
record of success. 

de-pict /di'pikt/ vt show in the form of a pic- 
ture; describe in words: Many Mediterranean 
scenes are ~ed in these photographs. 
de-pic-tion /di'pikJn/2[U] 

de-plete /di'pli:t/ уг use up, empty until little 
ог none remains: to ~ a lake of fish; ~d 
supplies. 

de-ple-tion /di'pli:[n/a[U] 

de-piore /di'plo:(r)/ vt show, say, that one is 
filled with great aversion, sorrow or regret for. 
de-pior-able /di'plo:rabl/ adj that is, ог 
should be, deplored: deplorable conduct. 
de-plor-ably /-abli/ adv: deplorably ignorant 
children. 

de-ploy /di'ploi/ vt,vi (of troops and war- 
ships) (cause to) spread out, eg into battle pos- 
itions. 

de-popu-late /,di:'popjuleit/ vt reduce the 
number of people living in a place: a country 
~d by war|famine. 

de-popu-la-tion /,di:,popju'ler{n/ n[U] 

de-port' /di'po:t/ vt expel (an unwanted per- 
son) from a country: The spy was imprisoned 
for two years and then ~ed. 

de-port-ation /,di:po:'te1fn/n{U] 
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de-port? /di'po:t/ vt (formal) behave: to ~ 
oneself with dignity. 
de-port-ment л [U] (esp) position of one’s 
body when standing and walking: Many 
young ladies used to have lessons т тет. 

de-pose /di'pouz/ vt,vi remove, esp a ruler 
such asa king, from a position of authority. 

de-posit' /di'pozit/ и [С] 1 money that is de- 
posited(2,3): The shopkeeper promised to 
keep the goods for me if I left/paidjmadea~. 2 
layer of matter deposited(4): A thick ~ of 
mud covered the fields after the floods went 
down. 3 layer of solid matter (often buried in 
the earth): Valuable new ~s of tin have been 
found in Bolivia. 
de'pssit account, money deposited in a 
bank, not to be withdrawn without notice, on 
which interest 1$ payable. 

de-posit? /di'pnzit/ vt 1 lay or put down: 
Some insects ~ their eggs in the ground. 2 put 
or store for safe-keeping: to ~ money in a 
bank|papers with one’s lawyer. 3 make part 
payment of money that is or will be owed: We 
should like you to ~ a tenth of the price of the 
house. 4 (esp of a river) leave (a layer of 
material on): When the Nile floods it ~s a layer 
of mud on the land. 

de-posi-tor /d1'pozita(r)/ и [С] person who 
deposits, eg money т a bank. 

de-pot /'depou US: 'di:pau/ п [С] 1 store- 
house, esp for military supplies; warehouse. 2 
(US) railway or bus station. 

de-prave /di'preiv/ vt make morally bad; 
corrupt: ~d children; ~d (= perverted) йи- 
mour. (Note: usually used as a pp.) 

de-prav-ity /di'prevoti/ и [U] depraved 
state; [С] vicious act. 

de-pre-ci-ate /di'pri:fieit/ vt,vi make or be- 
come less in value: Shares in this company have 
~d over the past few years. 
de-preci-ation /di,pri:fi'eifn/ и [U] lessening 
of value or estimation. 

de-press /di'pres/ vt 1 press, push or pull 
down: to ~ a lever{the keys of a piano. 2 make 
sad, low in spirits: The newspapers are full of 
~ing news nowadays, eg of war, crime, disas- 
ters, rising prices. 3 make less active; cause 
(prices) to be lower: When business is ~ed 
there is usually an increase т unemployment. 
de,pressed ‘area, part of a country where 
industry is depressed (producing poverty and 
unemployment). 

de-pres-sion /di'prefn/ n 1 [U] being 
depressed (2): He commited suicide during a fit 
of ~. 2[C] hollow, dip, in the surface of some- 
thing, esp the ground: /t rained heavily and 
every ~ in the road was soon filled with water. 3 
{C] time when business is depressed (3). 4 {С] 
lowering of, area of, atmospheric pressure; the 
system of winds round it: a~ over Iceland. 

depri-va-tion /,depri'veifn/ и [U] depriving 
or being deprived; [С] something of which one 
is deprived: ~ of one’s rights as a citizen. 

de-prive /di'praiv/ vi take away from; 
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prevent from having, using or enjoying: frees 
that ^ a house of light. 
de-prived adj = underprivileged. 

depth /dep@/ n 1 [СЧ] being deep; distance 
from the top down, from the front to the back, 
from the surface inwards: Water was found at 
a~ of 10 metres. The snow is one metre in~. 
be/go out of one’s depth, (a) be/go in 
water too deep to stand in: /f you can’t swim, 
don’t go out of your ~. (b) (fig) attempt some- 
thing too difficult: When people start talking 
about nuclear physics Гт out of my ~. 2 [С] 
deep learning, thought, feeling, etc: She 
showed a ~ of feeling that surprised us. 3 the 
~(s), deepest or most central part(s): in the ~ 
of winter; in the ~s of despair. 

depu-ta-tion /,depju'ter{n/ и [С] group of 
representatives; number of persons given the 
right to act or speak for others. 

de-pute /di'pju:t/ vt 1 give (one’s work, auth- 
ority, etc) to a substitute. 2 give (a person) 
authority to act as one’s representative. 

depu-tize (also -ise) /'depjutaiz/ vi act as 
deputy: Can you ~ for me? 

deputy /'depjuti/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 person to 
whom work, authority, etc is given: / must find 
someone to act as (a) ~ for me during my ab- 
sence. 2 (in some countries, eg France) 
member of a legislative assembly. 

de-rail /di'reil/ vt cause (a train, etc) to run off 
the rails: The engine was ~ed. 
de-rail-ment7[C,U] 

de-range /di'reind3/ vt put out of working 
order; put into confusion; disturb: He is men- 
tally ~d, insane. 

der-el-ict /'deralikt/ adj abandoned; deserted 
and left to fall into ruin: a ~ house. 
der-el-ic-tion /егэШК]п/ п (a) making 
derelict: the ~ion caused by the invading ar- 
mies. (b) (deliberate) neglect of duty. 

de-re-strict /,di:r'strikt/ vt cancel a restric- 
tion on: ~ aroad, remove a speed limit . 

de-ride /di'raid/ vt laugh at and show con- 
tempt: They ~d his efforis as childish. 

de-ri-sion /di'rign/ и [U] deriding or being 
derided; [С] instance of this: using ~s to annoy 
an enemy. 

de-ris-ive /di'raisiv/ adj showing or deserv- 
ing derision: a ~ offer, eg £5000 for a house 
that is worth £10000. 

de-ris-ory /di'raisor1/ adj = derisive. 

deri-va-tion |,deri'veifn/ n 1 [U] deriving or 
being derived; origin; descent: the ~ of words 
from Latin; a word о} Latin ~. 2 [С] first form 
and meaning of a word; statement of how a 
word was formed and how it changed: to study 
the ~s of words. 

de-riva-tive /di'rivativ/ adj, п [С] (thing, 
word, substance) derived from another: ‘As- 
sertion isa~ of ‘assert’. 

de-rive /di'raiv/ vi,vi 1 get: to ~ great 
pleasure from one’s studies. 2 have as a source 
or origin: Thousands of English words are ~d 
from|~ from Latin. 


depth / desert 


der-ma-tol-ogist /,d3:mo'tolodzist/ и К] 
expert in skin diseases. 

der-ma-tol-ogy _/,ds:ma'tpled31/._ м Е) 
medical study of the skin, its diseases, etc. 

dero-gate /'derageit/ vi (formal) take away 
(a merit, good quality, right). 
dero-ga-tion /,dera'geifn/ и [U] lessening (of 
authority, dignity, reputation, etc). 

de-roga-tory /di'rogotri US: ют adj 
tending to damage or take away from (one’s 
credit, etc): Js the slang word ‘cop’ as ~ as ‘pig’ 
for ‘policeman’? | 

der-rick /'derik/ п [С]1 (also '~-crane) large 
crane for moving or lifting heavy weights, esp 
on a ship. 2 framework over an oil-well or 
bore-hole, to hold the drilling machinery, etc. 

des-cant /'deskent/ и [С] (music) additional 
independent accompaniment (often impro- 
vised) to a melody. 

de-scend /di'send/ vi,vt 1 (formal) come or 
go down: On turning the corner, we saw that 
the path ~ed steeply. 2 be descended 
from, have as ancestors: According to the 
Bible, we are all ~ed from Adam. 3 (of 
property, qualities, rights) pass (from father 
to son) by inheritance; come from earlier 
times. 4 attack suddenly: The bandits ~ed on 
the defenceless village. 5 degrade oneself: You 
would never ~ to fraud|cheating. 

de-scend-ant /di'sendont/ п [С] person who 
is descended from (the person or persons 
named): the ~s of Queen Victoria. 

de-scent /di'sent/ 2 1 [C,U] coming or going 
down: The ~ of the mountain took two hours. 2 
[9] ancestry: of French ~, having French an- 
cestors. 3 [C] sudden attack: The Danes made 
numerous ~s on the English coast during the 
10th century. 4 [U] handing down, eg of 
property, titles, qualities, etc by inheritance. 

de-scribe /di'skraib/ vt 1 say what (a person 
or thing) is like: Words cannot ~ the beauty of 
the scene. 2 say that (a person or thing) has 
certain qualities: He ~s himself as a doctor. 3 
mark out, draw, (esp a geometrical figure): И 
is easy to ~ acircle if you have а pair of com- 
passes. 

de-scrip-tion /di'skrip{n/ и 1 [СУ] de- 
scribing; picture in words: Her beauty is be- 
yond ~, too beautiful to be expressed in 
words. Can you give me a~ of the thief? 2 [С] 
(informa!) sort: The harbour was crowded with 
vessels of every ~, of many different kinds. 

de-scrip-tive /di'skriptiv/ adj serving to 
describe; fond of describing. 

des-ecrate /'desikreit/ уг use (a sacred thing 
or place) in an unworthy or wicked way. 
des-ecra-tion /,desi'kreifn/ и [U] desecrat- 
ing or being desecrated. 

de-seg-re-gate /,di:'segrigeit/ у! abolish 
(esp racial) segregation in: ~d schools. 
de-seg-re-ga-tion /,di:segri'geifn/ и [0] 

de-sert' /di'zs:t/ vi,vi 1 go away from: The 
streets were ~ed, No people were to be seen. 2 
leave without help or support, esp in a wrong 


desert /despot 


or cruel way: He ~ed his wife and children and 
went abroad. 3 run away from; leave (esp ser- 
vice in a ship, the armed forces) without auth- 
ority or permission: A soldier who ~s his post 
in time of war 15 punished severely. 4 fail: His 
courage ~ed him. 
de-serter, person who deserts, esp in the 
sense of 3 above. : 
- de-ser-tion /di'z3:{n/ n[C,U] 
des-ert? /'dezat/  [C,U] (large area of) land 
that is without water and trees, often sand- 
covered: the Sahara D~. а adj barren; unculti- 
vated: the ~ areas of N Africa. 
desert ‘island, one without inhabitants. 
de-serts /di'z3:ts/ п р/ that which a person 
deserves: to be rewarded|/ punished according to 
one’s~. 
de-serve /di'zs:v/ vt,vi have the right, be 
_ worthy of (because of actions, conduct, quali- 
ties): He ~s to be sent to prison. 
de-serv-ed-ly /di'z3:vidli/ adv according to 
what is deserved; rightly: to be ~dly punished. 
de-serv-ing /di'zs:vin/ adj having merit; 
worthy (of): to give money 10 a ~~ cause; to be 
~ of sympathy. 
des-ic-cate /‘desikeit/ vt dry out all the 
moisture from, esp solid food, to preserve it: 
~d fruit|coconut. 
de-sign /di'zain/ n 1 [С] drawing or outline 
from which something may be made: ~s for a 
dress/garden. 2 [0] art of making such draw- 
ings, etc: a school of ~. 3 [U] general arrange- 
ment or planning (of a picture, book, build- 
ing, machine, etc): The building is poor in ~. 3 
[С] pattern; arrangement of lines, shapes, de- 
tails, as ornament: a vase with a ~ of flowers 
on it. 4[C,U] purpose; intention; mental plan: 
Was it by accident ог ~ that he arrived 100 late 
to help? have designs on, (a) intend (self- 
ishly or evilly) to get possession of: That man 
has ~s on your топеу[уоиг life. (b) (infor- 
mal): He has ~s on that young girl, wants to 
have a relationship with her. а vt,vi1 prepare 
a plan, sketch, etc (of something to be made): 
~ а dress|garden. He ~s for a large firm of car- 
pet manufacturers. 2 set apart, intend, plan: 
This room was ~ed for the children. 
de-signer /di'zama(r)/ п [С] person who de- 
signs, ¢g machinery, clothes, books. 
de-sign-ing /di'zaimiy/ adj (esp) artful and 
cunning; fond of intrigue. o n [U] art of mak- 
ing designs (for machinery, etc). 
des:ig-nate’ /'dezigneit/ adj appointed to 
office (but not yet installed): the bishop ~~. 
des-ig-nate? /'dezigneit/ vf 1 mark or point 
out clearly; give a name or title to: to ~ the 
boundaries. 2 appoint to a position or office: 
He а Smith as his successer. 
des-ig-na-tion | ,dezig'nei{n/ п [О] appoint- 
ing to an office; [C] name, title or description. 
de-sir-able /di'zaiorsbi/ adj to be desired; 
worth having: This ~ property to be sold, as 
used in an estate agent’s advertisement. 
de-sir-abil-ity /di,zaiora'bilati/ n[U] 
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de-sire' /di'zaio(r)/ п 1 [U] strong longing; 
[С] instance of this: Не has no/not much ~ for 
wealth. 2{C] thing that is wished for: Her chief 
~ is tomarry arich man|to get into University. 

de-sire? /di'zaio(r)/ vt (forma/) long for; wish; 
have a desire(1) for: J hope you achieve all you 
~. 2 (official style) request: /t is ~d that this 
rule shail be brought to your attention. 

de-sir-ous /di'zaioras/ adj (formal) feeling 
desire: ~ of peace. 

de-sist /di'zist/ vi (formal) stop: I must ask 
you to~ from taking photographs. 

desk /desk/ и [С] 1 piece of furniture (not a 
table) with a flat or sloping top and drawers at 
which to read, write or do business, eg one for 
office use. 2 = reception desk. 

deso-late /'desoalat/ adj 1 (of a place) in a 
ruined, neglected state; (of land or a country) 
unlived in; unfit to live in: a ~, wind-swept 
moorland area. 2 friendless; wretched; lonely 
and sad: а '~-looking child. a vt /‘desaleit/ 
make desolate. 
deso-late-ly adv 
deso.-la-tion /,desa'le1{n/ и [U] making or be- 
ing desolate: the desolation caused by war. 

des-pair' /di'spea(r)/ и [U] 1 the state of hav- 
ing lost all hope: You will drive me to ~. He 
gave up in~. He was filied with ~ when he read 
the examination questions. 2 the despair of, 
that causes loss of hope: This boy is the ~ of all 
his teachers, They no longer hope to teach him 
anything. 

des:pair? /d:'spea(r)/ vi be in despair: to ~ of 
success/of ever succeeding. 
des.-pair-ing-ly adv 

des-patch /di'spetf/n, у = dispatch. 

des-per-ate /'desporat/ adj 1 (of a person) 
filled with despair and ready to do anything, 
regardless of danger (often because of violent 
behaviour): The prisoners became ~ in their 
attempts to escape. They are all ~ criminals. 2 
extremely serious or dangerous: The economic 
state of the country is ~. 3 giving little hope of 
success; tried when all else has failed: use ~ 
remedies. 
des-per-ate-ly adv 

des-per-ation /,despo'reif{n/ я [U] the state 
of being desperate(1): The people rose in ~ 
against their rulers. 

des-pic-able /di'spikabl/ adj deserving to be 
despised; contemptible. 
des-pic-ably /-abli/ adv 

des-pise /di'spaiz/ vt feel contempt for; con- 
sider worthless: Strike-breakers are ~d by 
their workmates. 

des-pite /di'spait/ prep in spite of: D~ what 
she says... 

de-spon-dency /di'spondansi/ я [U] loss of 
hope: to fall into ~. 
de-spon-dent /di'spondont/ adj having or 
showing loss of hope: Don’t become too de- 
spondent. 
de-spon-dent-ly adv 

des-pot /'desppt/ n [С] ruler with unlimited 
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powers, esp one who uses these powers wrong- 
ly or cruelly. 

des-potic /di'spptik/ adj of or like a despot 
or tyrant. 

des-sert /d1'zs:t/ п [С] course of fruit, etc at 
the end of a meal. 
des-'sert-spoon, medium-sized spoon. 
des:'sert-spoon-ful /-ful/, as much as a 
dessertspoon can hold. 

des:ti-na-tion /,desti'neifn/ и [С] place to 

‚ which a person or thing is going or 1$ being 
sent. 

des-tine /'destin/ vt intend, decide in ad- 
vance: They were ~d never to meet again, Fate 
had determined that they should never meet 
again. 

des-tiny /'destini/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [U] power be- 
lieved to control events: tricks played on hu- 
man beings by ~. 2 [С] that which happens to a 
person, thought of as determined in advance 
by fate, etc: Jt was his ~ to die in a foreign 
country, far from his family. 

des-ti-tute /‘destitju:t US. -tu:t/ adj without 
food, clothes and other things necessary for 
life: When Mr Hill died, his wife and children 
were left ~. 
des-ti-tu-tion /,desti'tju:[n US. -'tu:-/ п [U] 
being destitute: a war that brought desolation 
and destitution. 

de-stroy /di'stroi/ vt break to pieces; make 
useless; put an end to: Don’t ~ that box—it 
may be useful. All his hopes were ~ed. 

de-stroyer /di'stroia(r)/ п [С] 1 person or 
thing that destroys. 2 small, fast warship for 
protecting larger ships. 

de-struc-tible /di'straktabl/ adj that can be 
destroyed. 
de-struc-ti-bil-ity /di,strakta'bilati/ п [Ц] 

de-struc-tion /di'strakfn/ » [VU] 1 destroy- 
ing or being destroyed: the ~ of a town by an 
earthquake. 2 that which ruins or destroys: 
Gambling was his ~. 

de-struc-tive /di'straktiv/ adj causing de- 
struction; fond of, in the habit of, destroying: 
Are all small children ~? 

de-tach /di'tetj/ vt 1 unfasten and take 
apart; separate: to ~ a coach from a train. 2 
send (a party of soldiers, ships, etc) away from 
the main body: A number of men were ~ed to 
guard the right flank. 
de-tached adj (a) (of the mind, opinions, 
etc) not influenced by others: to take a ~ed 
view of an event. (b) (of a house) not joined to 
another on éither side. 
de-tach-able /-abl/ adj that can be separated: 
a~able lining in a coat. 

de-tach-ment /di'tzt{mant/ 21 [U] detach- 
ing or being detached: the ~ of a letter froma 
file. 2 [U] the state of being detached(1,2), of 
not being influenced by surroundings, opin- 
ions, etc; being indifferent and uninterested. 3 
[C] group of men, ships, etc detached(2) from 
a larger number (for a special duty, etc). 

‚ е-фай! /'di:teil US: di'teil/ n 1 [С] small, par- 


despotic /deterrent 


ticular fact.or item: Please give me all:the ~s. 2 
[С] collection of such small facts or items. 3 
[U] (art) the smaller or less important parts 
considered as a whole: The composition of the 
picture is good but there is too much ~. 4 [С] = 
detachment(3). 

de-tail? /'di:terl US: di'teil/ vt 1 describe fully: 
a~ed description. 2 appoint for special duty: 
Three soldiers were ~ed to guard the bridge. > 
detail'(4). 

de-tain /di'tein/ vt keep waiting; keep back; 
prevent from leaving or going forward: He 
told his wife that he had been ~ed in the office. 

de-tainee /|,di:ter'ni:/ п [С] person who is de- 
tained (esp by the authorities, who is suspect- 
ed of doing wrong, etc). 

de-tect /di'tekt/ vt discover (the existence or 
presence of, etc): The dentist could ~ no sign of 
decay т her teeth. 
de-tect-able /-abi/ adj that can be detected. 
de-tec-tor /-ta(r)/, device for detecting, eg 
metal or a radio signal. 

de-tec-tion /di'tek{n/ и [U] detecting: being 
discovered: He tried to escape ~ by disguising 
himself as an old man. 

de-tec-tive /di'tektiv/ и [С] person whose 
business it is to detect criminals. 
de'tective story/novel, one in which the 
main interest is crime and the process of 
solving it. 

de-ten-tion /di'tenfn/ я [U] detaining or be- 
ing detained, eg keeping a pupil in school after 
ordinary hours, as a punishment. 

de-ter /di'ts:(r)/ vt (-rr-) discourage: Failure 
did not ~ him from trying the exam again. > 
deterrent. 

de-ter-gent /di'ts:dzaent/ и [C,U], adj (sub- 
stance) that removes dirt, esp used to wash 
clothes, etc. 

de-terio-rate /di'tioriareit/ vt,vi make or be- 
come of less value, or worse (in quality): 
Health quickly ~s ina cold, damp house. 
de-terio-ra-tion /di,tiario'rerfn/ и [0] 

de-ter-mi-nate /di'ts:minoat/ adj (formal) 
definite; fixed. 

de-ter-mi-na-tion /dits:mi'neifn/ и [9] 1 
determining or being determined; deciding: 
The ~ of the meaning of a word is often difficult 
without a context. 2 calculation or finding out: 
the ~ of the amount of metal in ore. 3 firmness 
of purpose; resolution: his ~ to learn English. 

de-ter-mine /di't3:min/ vt,vi 1 decide; fix 
(the usual word): to ~ a date for a meeting. 2 
calculate; find out precisely: to ~ the speed of 
light. 3 decide firmly, resolve, make up one’s 
mind: His future has not yet been ~d, but he 
may study medicine. 4 cause to decide: What 
~d you to accept the offer? 5 be the fact that 
decides: The size of your feet ~s the size of your 
shoes. 
de-ter-min-able /-abl/ adj that can be deter- 
mined. 

de-ter-rent /di'terant US: -'tar-/ n [С], adj 
(thing) tending to, intended to, deter: Do you 


detest /devour 


believe that the hydrogen bomb is a ~, that it 
will discourage countries from making war? 

de-test /di'test/ уг hate strongly: to ~ dogs. 
de-test-able /-abi/ adj hateful; deserving to 
be hated. 

de-throne /di'@raun/ vt 1 remove (a ruler) 
from the throne. 2 (fig) remove from a posi- 
tion of authority or influence. 
de-throne-ment и [0] 

det-on-ate /'detoneit/ уг,уг (cause to) ех- 
plode with a loud noise. 
det-on-ation /,deta'neifn/ 1 [СО] explosion; 
noise of an explosion. 
det-on-ator /‘detaneita(r)/, part of a bomb or 
shell that explodes first, causing the substance 
in the bomb, etc to explode. 

de-tour = /'di:tua(r) US: di'tuer{ п [C] 
roundabout way, eg a way used when the 
main road is blocked; diversion: to makea~. 
о vt make a detour. 

de-tract /di'trekt/ vi take away (from the 
credit, value, etc, of): г0 ~ from his merit, 
make it appear less. 
de-trac-tor /-ta(r)/, person who tries to make 
a person’s reputation, etc smaller. 

det-ri-ment /'detrimont/ и [U] damage; 
harm: / know nothing to his ~, nothing against 
him. 
det-ri-men-tal /,detri'mentl/ adj harmful: 
activities that would be ~al to our interests. 
det-ri-men-taliy /-tali/ adv 

deuce /dju:s US: du:s/ п [С] 1 the two on 
playing-cards or dice. 2 (tennis) the score of 40 
each after which either side must gain two suc- 
cessive points to win the set. 

de-value /|,di:'velju:/ vt make (the value of a 
currency) less (esp in terms of gold): to ~ the 
dollar| pound. 
de-valu-ation /,di:velju'eif{n/ п [С] (of cur- 
rency) change to a new, lower fixed value. 

dev-as-tate /'devosteit/ vt ruin; make 
desolate: towns ~d by fire/floods|war. 
dev-as-ta-tion /,devo'ste:fn/ и [0] 

de-velop /di'velop/ уг. у? 1 (cause to) grow 
larger, fuller or more mature, organized: 
Plants ~ from seeds. We must ~ the natural re- 
sources of our country. Amsterdam ~ed into 
one of the greatest ports in the world. 2 (of 
something not at first active or visible) come 
or bring into a state in which И 1$ active or vi- 
sible: He ~ed a cough. 3 treat (an exposed film 
or plate) with chemicals so that the photo- 
graphed image can be seen. 4 use (an area of 
land) for the building of houses (or shops, fac- 
tories, etc) and so increase its value. 
de-vel-oper, (a) person who, authority 
which, develops land, etc. (b) substance used 
to develop films and plates. 

de-vel-op-ment /di'velopmont/ п 1 [U] de- 
veloping or being developed (all senses): He is 
engaged in the ~ of his business. The ~ of pho- 
tographic films requires a dark-room. 2 [С] new 
stage which is the result of developing: The 
latest ~s in medical research. 
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de-vi-ate /'di:vieit/ vi turn, move away, leave 
(what is usual, customary, right, etc): to ~ 
from the truth|arule{one’s custom. 

de-vi-ation /,di:vi'eifn/ п [U] turning aside 
or away: ~ from the rules; [С] instance or 
amount or degree of this: slight ~s of the mag- 
netic needle, т a compass. 
de-vi-ation-ist, person who deviates, esp 
from the principles of a social or political 
system, eg Marxism. 

de-vice /di'vais/ п [C] 1 plan; scheme; trick: а 
~ to put the police off the scent. 2 something 
thought out, invented or adapted, for a special 
purpose: a nuclear ~, eg an atomic or 
hydrogen bomb. 3 sign, symbol or figure used 
in a decoration, eg acrest ona shield. 

devil /'devl/ п [С] 1 the spirit of evil; wicked 
spirit; cruel or mischievous person. the Dw, 
the supreme spirit of evil, Satan. 2 wretched or 
unfortunate person: Oh, you poor ~! talk/ 
speak of the devil, (used when a person be- 
ing talked about appears). 3 (informal) (used 
in exclamations): What/|Who/Where|Why the 
~...? go to the devil, Г wish you bad luck. 
> also dare-devil. 
;devil-may-'care adj daring; without think- 
ing of the consequences. 

devil-ment /'devimont/ (also dev-ilry 
/'devalri/) п 1 [С] mischief: She’s up to some ~ 
or other. 2 [U] high spirits: The baby’s full of 

de-vi-ous /'di:vios/ adj 1 winding; round- 
about: to take a ~ route to avoid busy streets. 2 
cunning, deceitful: to get rich by ~ means. 
de-vi-ous-ly аду 
de-vi-ous-ness и [Ч] 

de-vise /di'vaiz/ vt think out; plan: to ~ a 
scheme for making money. 

de-void /di'void/ adj devoid of, without; 
empty of: ~ of shame/sense. 

de-vol-ution /,di:vollu:jn US: ,dev-/ и [U] 
deputing, delegating or decentralizing (of 
power or authority). 

de-volve /di'volv/ vi,vt (formal) 1 (of work, 
duties) be transferred or passed to: When the 
President is ill, his duties ~ on the Vice- 
President. 2 pass, transfer, (work, duties). 

de-vote /di'vaut/ уг give up (oneself, one’s 
time, energy, etc) to: to ~ one’s life to sport. He 
~d himself to charitable work for refugees. 
de-voted adj very loving or loyal: a ~d 
friend. 
de-vot-ed-ly adv 

devo-tee /,deva'ti:/ и [С] person who is de- 
voted to something: a ~ of sport/music. 

de-vo-tion /di'vaufn/ п 1 [U] deep, strong 
love: the ~ of a mother for her children. 2 [U] 
devoting or being devoted: ~ to duty. 3 (pl) 
prayers: The priest was at his ~s. 
de-vo-tional /-fanl/ adj of, used in, devo- 
tions(3): а literature, for use in worship. 

de-vour /di'vava(r)/ vt 1 eat hungrily or 
greedily: The hungry boy ~ed his dinner. 2 (fig) | 
absorb, use up, destroy, occupy, etc complete-: 
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ly: The fire ~ed twenty acres of forest. 

de-vout /di'vaut/ adj 1 paying serious atten- 
tion to religious duties: a ~ old lady. 2 (of 
prayers, wishes, etc) serious; sincere: a ~ sup- 
porter, ~ wishes for your success. 
de-vout-ly adv eagerly; sincerely. 
de-vout-ness и [0] 

dew /dju: US: du:/ п [U] tiny drops of mois- 
ture poroduced on cool surfaces between 
evening and morning, from water vapour in 
the air: The grass was wet with~. 
‘dew drop, small drop of dew. 
dewy adj (-ier, -iest) wet with dew. 

dex-ter-ity /,dek'sterati/ п [0] skill, esp in 
handling things. 

dex-ter-ous /'dekstoras/ adj clever, skilful 
with the hands. 
dex-ter-ous-ly adv 

dhow /davu/ п [С] single-masted ship, esp as 
used by Arab sailors for coastal voyages. 

di- /дат-, di-/ prefix twice, double: dilemma. 

dia- /,dato-, dar'z-/ prefix through, across: 
diagonal. 

dia-betes /,daio'bi:tiz/ п [0] disease of the 
pancreas in which sugar and starchy foods 
cannot be properly absorbed. 

dia-betic | ,daio'betik/ adj of diabetes. ал [С] 
person suffering from diabetes. 

dia-bolic j|,daio'bolik/ (also dia-boli-cal 
{-k1/) adj 1 of or like a devil. 2 very cruel, bad 
or wicked. 
dia-boli-cally /-kli/ adv 

di-aer-esis, di-er-esis /,da'erasis/ п [С] 
(pl -eses /-э51:2/) mark (as in naive) placed over 
a vowel to show that it is sounded separately 
from a preceding vowel. 

di-ag-nose /|,datsg'nouz US: -aus/ vt deter- 
mine the nature of (esp a disease) from obser- 
vation of symptoms: The doctor ~d the iliness 
as measles. 

di-ag-nosis |,daiog'nousis/ м (р/ -noses 
/-'nausi:z/) 1 [U] diagnosing. 2 [С] (statement 
of the) result of this. 

di-ag-nos-tic /,datog'nvstik/ adj of diag- 
nosis: symptoms that were of no ~ value. 

di-ag-onal /dai'zgonl/ п [С], adj (straight 
line) going across a straight-sided figure, eg an 
oblong, from corner to corner; slanting; 
crossed by slanting lines. 
di-ag-on-ally /-ali/ аду 

dia-gram /'daiogrem/ п [С] drawing, design 
or plan to explain or illustrate something. 
dia-gram-matic /,daisgra'metik/ adj 
dia-grammati-caily /-khi/ adv 

dial /'daial/ п [С] 1 marked face or flat plate 
with a pointer for measuring (weight, volume, 
pressure, consumption of gas, etc). 2 plate, 
disc, etc on a radio set with names or numbers, 
‘for tuning into broadcasting stations. 3 part 
of a telephone, with numbers and/or letters, 
used to make a connection. 4 face (of a clock 

‚ ог watch). о vt (-ll-) telephone: Г ~led 

` 01—230 1212. Please ~ the following ... 
‘dialling tone, sound showing that the caller 
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can dial a number. 

dia-lect /'daislekt/ п [C,U] form of a lang- 
uage (grammar, vocabulary and pronuncia- 
tion) used in a part of a country or by aclass of 
people: the Yorkshire ~. 
dia-lec-tal /,dasa'lektl/ adj of dialects: ~a/ 
differences between two counties. 

dia-logue (US also dia-log) /,daislog US: 
-lo:g/n 1 [U] (writing in the form of a) conver- 
sation or talk: Plays are written in ~. 2 [$] 
exchange of views; talk: a ~ between the two 
Prime Ministers. 

di-am-eter /dai'emita(r)/ я [С] measure- 
ment across any geometrical figure or body; 
(length of a) straight line drawn from side to 
side through the centre, esp of a circular, 
sphenical or cyiindrical form: the ~ of a tree- 
trunk. 

dia-metri-cally /,daio'metrikli/ adv com- 
pletely; entirely: ~ opposed views. 

dia-mond. /,daiomond/ и [С] 1 brilliant pre- 
cious stone, the hardest substance known: a 
ring witha ~ init, a~ ring|/necklace. 2 piece of 
this substance (often artificially made) as used 
in industry, or as а stylus for playing graimo- 
phone records. 3 figure with four equal sidés 
whose angies are not right angles; this shape 
(as printed in red on playing-cards): ten of ~s. 
diamond wedding, sixtieth anniversary of 
a wedding. 

dia-phragm /‘daiofrem/ п [С] 1 wall of 
muscle between the chest and the abdomen. 2 
arrangement of thin plates that control the in- 
let of light, eg through a camera lens. 3 vibrat- 
ing disc or cone in some instruments, eg a tele- 
phone receiver, producing sound-waves. 

di-ar-rhoea (also -rrhea) j,daia'ria/ п [U] 
too frequent and too watery emptying of the 
bowels. 

diary /'dasari/ п [С] (p/ -ies) (book for a) daily 
record of events, appointments, etc: keepaw~. 
dia-rist /'dasorist/, person who keeps a diary. 

dice /dais/ п р/ (sing die which is rarely used) 
small cubes of wood, bone, etc marked with 
spots, used in games. о vi,vf 1 play dice. dice 
with death, (informal) act dangerously and 
at the risk of death. 2 cut (food, eg carrots) 
into smali cubes. 

dicey /'daisi/ adj (informal) uncertain. 

di-chot-omy /dar'kptem:/ и [©] (р/ -ies) 
division into two (usually opposite groups or 
mutually exclusive pairs): the ~ of truth and 
falsehood. 

dic-tate /dik'teit US: ‘dikteit/ vt,vi 1 say or 
read aloud (words to be written down by an- 
other or others): to ~ a letter to a secretary. 2 
state with the force of authority: fo ~ terms to 
a defeated enemy. 3 give orders: I won't Бе ~d 
to, I refuse to accept orders from you. оп [С] 
(usually p/) direction or order: the ~s of com- 
mon sense. 

dic-ta-tion /dik'teifn/ п 1 [U] dictating; be- 
ing dictated to: The pupils wrote at their teach- 
er’s ~. 2[C] passage, etc that is dictated. 


dictator/dig 


dic-ta-tor /,dik'teita(r) US: ‘diktertor/ п [С] 
ruler who has absolute authority, esp one who 
has obtained such power by force. | 
dic-ta-tor-ial /,dikta'to:risl/ adj (a) of or like 
a dictator: ~ial government. (b) fond of giv- 
ing orders: his ~ial manner. 
dic-ta-tori-ally /-ali/ adv | 
dic-ta-tor-ship п [СО] (country with) 
government by a dictator. 

dic-tion /'dikfn/ м [U] choice and use of 
words; style or way of speaking or writing. 

dic-tion-ary /'dikfann US: -ner/ п [С] (р! 
-ies) book dealing with the words of a 
language, or with words or topics of a special 
subject, arranged in ABC order. 

did /did/ © do. 

di-dac-tic /di'dektik US: dai-/ adj 1 intend- 
ed to teach: ~ poetry. 2 having the manner of 
a teacher. 

diddle /'didl/ vt (informal) cheat: / was ~d 
(out of my fee). 

die’ /dai/ n [С] 1 (р! dice) & dice. 2 (р/ 
~s) block of hard metal with a design, etc 
cut in it, used for shaping coins, type '(3), 
medals, etc or stamping paper, leather, etc. 
'die-cast adj made by casting metal in a 
mould. 

die? /dai/ vi (pt,pp ~d, present participle 
dying) 1 come to the end of life: Flowers soon 
~ if they are left without water. She ~d of a 
fever. die hard, only after a struggle. 2 havea 
strong wish: We’re all dying for a drink. 3 pass 
from human knowledge; be lost: His fame will 
never ~. 

4 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 

die away, lose strength, become faint or 
weak: The breeze/noise ~d away. 

die down, (a) (of a fire) burn with less heat. 
(b) (of excitement, etc) become less strong. 
(c) (of noise, etc) become less loud. 

die off, die one by one: The leaves of this 
plant are dying off. 

die out, become extinct; come to a complete 
end: Many old customs are gradually dying out. 
die-sel engine /'di:zl end3zin/ п [С] oil- 
burning engine (as used for buses, locomo- 
tives) which burns ‘diesel oil (heavy fuel oil, 
not petrol). 

diet’ /‘daist/ и [С] 1 sort of food usually eaten 
(by a person, community, etc): Too richa~ 
(= Too much rich food) is not good for you. 2 
sort of food to which a person 15 limited, eg in 
order to lose weight: The doctor put her ona~w. 
о vt,vi restrict, be restricted, to a diet(2): Js he 
still ~ing? 
die-tary /'daistri US: -ter1/ adj of diet: ~ary 
rules. 

diet? /'daiat/ п [С] series of meetings for dis- 
cussion of national, international or church 
affairs: the Japanese D~, legislative assembly. 

dif-fer /'difa(r)/ vi 1 be unlike: They look like 
each other but ~ widely in their tastes. How 
does French ~ from English? 2 disagree; have 
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another opinion: Гт sorry to ~ from you 
about/on/upon that question. agree to dif- 
fer, give up the attempt to convince each 
other. 

dif-fer-ence /'difrans/ и [СО] 1 the state of 
being unlike: the ~ between summer and win- 
ter. 2 amount, degree, manner, in which 
things are unlike: The ~ between 7 and 18 is 
11. Г can’t see much ~ between|in them. 3 
make a/some/no/any/not much, etc 
difference, be of some/no, etc importance: 
It won’ t make much ~ whether you go today or 
tomorrow. г> also near’. 4 disagreement: Why 
can t you settle your ~s and be friends again? 

dif-fer-ent /'difront/ adj 1 not the same: She 
wears a~ dress every time I see her. Life today 
is ~ from life long ago. 2 separate; distinct: / 
called three ~ times, but he was out. 
dif-fer-ent-ly adv 

dif-fer-en-tial /,difo'renfl/ adj of, showing, 
depending on, a difference: ~ taxes, that dif- 
fer according to circumstances. ол [С] (also 
wage ~) difference (expressed in a percentage) 
in wages between skilled and unskilled work- 
ers in the same industry: The increase for all 
workers would upset the wage ~. 

dif-fer-en-ti-ate /,difo'renfieit/ vt 1 see as 
different; show to be different: to ~ varieties 
of plants; 10 ~ one variety from another. 2 treat 
as different: /t is wrong to ~ between pupils 
according to their family background. 

dif-fi-cult /'difikalt/ adj1 not easy; requiring 
effort, strength, skill or ability: a ~ problem| 
language. The sound is ~ to pronounce. It is a 
~ sound to pronounce. 2 (of persons) not easily 
pleased or satisfied; easily offended: He’s a~ 
man to get on with. 

dif-fi-culty /'difikalti/ п (pl -ies) 1 [U] the 
state or quality of being difficult: Do you have 
any ~ in understanding English? 2 [С] some- 
thing hard to do or understand: fo be in finan- 
cial difficulties, be poor, in debt, etc. 

dif-fi-dence /'difidons/ п [U] state of not 
having confidence; shyness. 

dif-fi-dent /'difident/ adj not having, not 
showing, much belief in one’s own abilities: to 
be ~ about doing something. 
dif-fi-dent-ly adv 

dif-fuse' /di'fju:z/ vt,vi1 send out, spread, in 
every direction: to ~ knowledge/light/heat. 2 
(of gases and liquids) (cause to) mix slowly. , 
dif-fu-sion /di'fju:3n/ и [U] spreading or be- 
ing spread. 

dif-fuse? /di'fju:s/ adj 1 using too many 
words: а ~ writer/style. 2 spread out; scat- 
tered: ~ light. 
dif-fuse-ly adv 

‘dif-fuse-ness n[U] 

dig' /dig/ nC] (informal) 1 push or thrust: Give 
her aw in the ribs. That was a ~ at me, a re- 
mark directed against me. 2 site being excav- 
ated by archaeologists. 3 (p/) (GB informal) 
lodgings: Are you living at home or in~? 

dig? /dig/ vt,vi (pt,pp dug /dag/) (-gg-) 1 use а 
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tool (eg a spade), a machine, claws, etc to 
break up and move earth, etc; make a way 
(through, into, etc) by doing this; make (a 
hole, etc) by doing this; get (something) by do- 
ing this: /t is difficult to ~~ the ground when it.is 
frozen hard. They are ~ging a tunnel through 
the hill. 2 (sl) enjoy; appreciate; understand; 
follow: / don’t ~ modern jazz. 3 (uses with ad- 
verbial particles and prepositions): 

dig sth in/into sth, push, thrust, poke: to 
~ а fork into a potato. The rider dug his spurs 
In. 

dig sb/sth out (of sth), (a) get out by dig- 
ging: He was buried by the avalanche and had to 
be dug out. (b) get by searching: to ~ informa- 
tion out of books and reports. 

dig sth up, (a) break up (land) by digging: 
to ~ up land for a new garden. (b) remove 
from the ground by digging: We dug the tree 
up by the roots. (©) bring to light (what has 
been buried or hidden) by digging: An old 
Greek statue was dug up here last month. (а) 
(fig): The newspapers love to ~ up scandals. 

di-gest' /'daidzest/ и [С] short, condensed 
account; summary: a~ of the week’s news. 

di-gest? /dai'dzest/ vt,vi 1 (of food) change, 
_be changed, in the stomach and bowels. so 
that it can be used in the body: Some foods ~|/ 
are ~ed more easily than others. 2 take into the 
mind; make as part of one’s knowledge; re- 
duce (a mass of facts, etc) to order: Have you 
~ed everything that is important in the book? 
di-gest-ible /-abl/ adj that can be digested. 

di-ges-tion /dar'dzest{[n/ п [U] digesting; 
person’s ability to digest food. 

di-ges-tive /dai'd3estiv/ adj of digestion (of 
food). 

the di'gestive system, 
canal. 

dig-ger /'diga(r)/ п [С] 1 person who digs: a 
'gold-~, one who digs for gold. 2 mechanical 
excavator. 

dig-ging /'digin/ я [О] action of digging. 

digit /‘didzit/ п [С] 1 any one of the ten Arabic 
numerals 0 to 9: The number 57306 contains 
five ~s. 2 finger or toe. 

digi-tal /'didzitl/ adj of, using, digits: а ~ 
watch, with numbers, not hands'(8). 

dig-nify /'dignifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) cause to 
appear worthy or honourable; give dignity to. 
dig-ni-fied adj having or showing dignity: a 
dignified old lady. 

dig-ni-tary /,dignitri US: -teri/ n [С] (p/ -ies) 
person hoiding a high office, esp in the church, 
ega bishop. 

dig-nity /,dignati/ и (p/-ies) 1 [U] true worth; 
the quality that earns or deserves respect: A 
man’s ~ depends on his character, not his 
wealth. 2 [0] calm and serious manner or 
style: He’s afraid of losing ~ (eg of being made 
to look foolish) and won't speak a foreign lan- 
guage. 

di-gress /dai'gres/ vi (esp in speaking or 
writing) turn or move away (from the main 


the alimentary 


digest/dimple 


subject). 
di-gres-sion /dai'grefn/ n ul digressing; [С] 
instance of this. | 

digs /4192/ пр/(С В informal) lodgings. | 

dike, dyke /daik/ я [С] 1 ditch (for carrying 
away water from land). 2 long wall of earth. 
etc (to keep back water and prevent flooding). 
о vimake dikes: diking in the Fens. 

dil-api-dated /di'lepideitid/ adj falling to 
pieces; in a state of disrepair: a~ old house. — 
dil-api-da-tion /dilepi'deifn/ 2 [О] 

di-late /dai'leit/ vi,vt (cause to) become wider, 
larger, further open: The pupils of your eyes ~ 
when you enter a dark room. 2 (formal) speak 
or write comprehensively about: /f there were 
time, I could ~ on this subject. 
di-la-tion /4аШе{о/ и [0] 

dila-tory /'dilatri US: -to:r1/ adj slow in doing 
things; causing delay. 

di-lemma /di'lema/ и [С] (p/ ~s) situation in 
which one has to choose between two things, 
two courses of action, etc. 

dili-gence /'dilidzans/ п [9] steady effort: 
showing care and effort. 

dili-gent = /'dilidzont/ adj 
showing care and effort. 
dili-gent-ly adv 

ЧИ /dil/ п [0] herb with spicy seeds, eg as used 
for flavouring pickles. 

di-lute /dar'lju:t US: -'lu:t/ vt make (a liquid 
or colour) weaker or thinner (by adding water 
or other liquid): to ~ orange squash with wat- 
ег. а adj (of acids, etc) weakened by diluting. 
di-iu-tion /dar'lju:jn US: -'lu:-/n[C,U] 

dim /dim/ adj (-mer, -mest) 1 not bright; not 
(to be) seen clearly: the ~ outline of buildings 
on а dark night; ~ memories|/recollections of 
ту childhood. 2 (of the eyes, eyesight) not able 
to see clearly: His eyesight is getting ~mer. 
take a dim view of, (informal) regard with 
disapproval or as hopeless. 3 (informal) unin- 
telligent. о vt,vi (-mm-) make or become dim: 
eyes ~med by tears. 
dim-ly adv ша dim manner: а ~/y lit room. 
dim-ness »[U] 

dime /daim/ и [С] coin of US and Canada 
worth ten cents. 

di-men-sion /di'menfn/ и 1 [С] measure- 
ment of any sort (breadth, length, thickness. 
height, etc): What are the ~s of the room? 2 
(pl) size; extent: the ~s of the problem. 
-di-men-sional /-fanl/ suffix: ,two-/,three- 
di‘mentional, having two, three, dimensions. 

dim-in-ish /di'minif/ vt,vi make or become 
less: ~ing food supplies. The judge decided that 
it was a case of ~d responsibility (eg because of 
age, illness, intelligence of the offender). 

dim-inu-tive /di'minjotiv US: -по-/ adj 1 
unusually or remarkably small. 2 (gram) (of a 
suffix) indicating smaliness. о п [С] word 
formed by the use of a suffix of this kind, eg 
streamlet, a small stream. 

dimple /'dimpl/ п [С] 1 small natural hollow 
in the chin or cheek (either permanent, or 
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which appears, for example, when a person 
smiles). 2 slight hollow on water (made, for 
example, by a breeze). 0 уг, make, form, a 
dimple. 

din /din/ и [U] loud, confused noise that con- 
tinues: The children were making so much ~| 
sucha~ that 1 couldn’ t study. 

dine /dain/ г.у 1 have dinner: to ~ off roast 
beef. dine out, eat outside one’s home (eg at 
the house of friends or at a restaurant). 2 give 
a dinner for. 


\dining-car, railway coach in which meals. 


are served. 
‘dining-room, room (in a house) in which 
meals are eaten. 
'dining-table, table used for eating. 

diner /'daina(r)/ п [С] 1 person who dines. 2 
dining-car on a train. 3 (US) restaurant 
shaped like a diner(2). 

ding-dong /|,din ‘don/ и {©}, adv (with the) 
sound of bells striking repeatedly. 

din-ghy, din-gey /‘dingi/ п [С] (pi -ies, ~s) 
1 (kinds of) small open boat. 2 inflatable rub- 
ber boat (eg for use in an emergency). 

dingy /'dind3)/ adj (-ier, -iest) dirty-looking; 
not fresh or cheerful: a~ room. 
ding-ily /-ali/ adv 
dingi-ness л [0] 

din-ing /'dainin/ > dine. 

din-ner /‘dina(r)/ 2 {C] main meal of the day, 
whether eaten at midday or in the evening: /t’s 
time for ~|'~-time. He ate too much ~. Shall 
we give а ~/{'~-party for her? Shall we ask him 
10 ~?{ Note: aand the are rarely used.) 
idinner-jacket, black jacket worn by men in 
the evening for formal occasions. 
'dinner-service/-set, set of plates, dishes, 
etc for dinner. 

dino-saur /'dainass:(r)/ п [С] large extinct 
reptile. 

di-ocesan /dar'psisn/ adj of a diocese. 

dio-cese /'daiasis/ п [С] (pl ~s /|-sisiz/) 
bishop’s district. 

dip! /dip/ и [C] 1 act of dipping. 2 (informal) 
quick bathe or swim: to haveftake/go fora~. 
3 downward slope: а ~ in the road. 

dip? /dip/ vt,vi (-pp-) 1 put, lower, into a 
liquid: to ~ one’s pen into the ink. 2 dip into, 
(fig): to ~ into one’s purse, spend money; to ~ 
into a book|an author, take a hurried look. 3 
go below a surface or level: The sun ~ped be- 
low the horizon. 4 (cause to) go down and then 
up again: to ~ the headlights of a car, lower 
their beams (in order not to dazzle the driver 
of another car). The land ~s gently to the 
south. 

diph.-theria /dif'6iar1a/ и [U] serious disease 
of the throat causing difficulty m breathing. 

diph-thong /‘dif€on US: -65:9/ п [С] union 
of two vowel sounds or vowel letters, eg /at/ as 
in pipe /paip/. 

di-ploma /di'plouma/ и [©] (р/ ~s) educa- 
tional certificate of proficiency: a.~ in archi- 
tecture. 


di-plo-macy /d:'ploumosi/ и {U] 1 manage- 
ment of a country’s affairs by ambassadors 
and ministers living overseas and their direc- 
tion by ministries of Foreign Affairs at home; 
skill m this. 2 art of, skill in, dealing with 
people so that business is done smoothly. 

diplo-mat /‘diplomzt/ 2 {] person engaged 
in diplomacy for his country (eg an ambassa- 
dor). 

diplo-matic /,drplo'metik/ adj 1 of dipio- 
macy: the ~ service. 2 tactful; having diplo- 
macy(2): а ~ answer; to be ~ in dealing with 
people. 
diplo-mati-cally /-klij adv 

di-ploma-tist /di'ploumotst/ п [C] 1 = di- 
plomat. 2 person clever at dealing with 
people. 

dire /‘daio(r)/ adj 1 dreadful; terrible: ~ news. 
2 extreme: го be in ~ need of help. 

di-rect' /di'rekt/ adj 1 (going) straight; not 
curved or crooked; not turned aside: in a ~ 
line. 2 with nothing or no one im between; in an 
unbroken line: as a ~ result of this decision. 
Не’; а ~ descendant of the Duke of Kent. 3 
straightforward; going straight to the point: 
He has a~ way of speak ing{doing things. 4 ex- 
act: the ~ opposite. п adv without interrupting 
a journey; without going by a roundabout 
way: The train goes there ~. 
(Note: direct is usually pronounced /‘dairekt/ 
in these compounds.) 
'\direct action, use of strikes by workmen to 
get their demands. 
idirect current, electric current flowing in 
one direction. 
‘direct method, method of teaching a 
foreign language without using the student's 
own language. 
direct object, (gram) the noun or clause na 
sentence to which the action of the verd ts rel- 
ated, as ‘He took the money’. 
\direct speech, (gram) speakers actual 
words. 
di-rect-ness n{U] 

di-rect? /di'rekt/ vt,vi1 tell or show how to do 
something, how to get somewhere: Can you ~ 
me to the post office? 2 address (the more usual 
word): Shall I~ the letter to his office or to his 
home? 3 speak or write to: My remarks were 
not ~ed to ай of you. 4 manage; control: Who 
is ~ing the play? 5 turn: Our energies must be 
~ed towards higher productivity. 6 order: The 
officer ~ed his men to advance slowly. 

di-rec-tion /di'rek{n/ 1 [С] course taken by 
a moving person or thing; point towards 
which a person or thing looks or faces: Tom 
went off in one ~ and Harry in another (~). 2 
{U] have a good/poor sense of direc- 
tion, be able/unable to determine well one’s 
position when there are no known or visible 
landmarks. 3 [C] (often p/) information or in- 
structions about what to do, where to go, how 
to do something, etc: D~s about putting the 
parts together are printed on the card. 4 {U] 
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management; control; guidance: He did the 
work under ту ~. 
di-rec-tional /-{anl/ adj of direction in space 
(esp of radio signals transmitted over a nar- 
row angle): а ~al aerial. 

di-rec-tive /di'rektiv/ n [С} general or de- 
tailed instructions as given to staff to guide 
them in thetr work. 

di-rect-ly /di'rekth/ adv 1 in a direct manner: 
He was looking ~ at us. 2 at once; without de- 
lay: Come in ~. 3 in a short time: РЁ be there 
~.0 con) (infermal) as soon as; D~ Fd done it, 
Iknew Гатаае a mistake. 

di-rec-tor /di'rekto(r)/ п [К] 1 person who 
directs, esp one of a group (called the Board of 
D-~s) who manage the affairs of a business 
company. 2 person who supervises and in- 
structs actors and actresses, the lighting, 
camera crew, etc in plays and films. 
di-rec-tor-ship, position of a company 
director, thme durmg which he hoids his posi- 
tion, 

di-rec-tor-ate /di'rektarat/ и [С] 1 office or 
position ofa director. 2 board of directors. 

di-rec-tory /di'rektari/ и [С} (p/ -ies) 1 (book 
with a) ist of persons, business firms, etc in a 
district. 2 list of telephone subscribers and 
their addresses in ABC order. 

dirge /ds:d3/ п [С] song sung at a burial or for 
a dead person. 

dirt /ds:t/ п [0] 1 unclean matter (eg dust, soil, 
mud) esp when it is where it is not wanted (eg 
on the skin, clothes, in buildings): His clothes 
were covered with ~. 2 loose earth or $01: aw 
road. treat sb like dirt, treat him as if he is 
worthless. 3 obscene, rude talk. 
;dirt-'cheap, very cheap, almost valueless. 
'dirt-track, one made of cinders, etc (for, eg 
motor-cycle races). 

dirty’ /'ds:ti/ adj {-ier, -iest) 1 not clean; 
covered with dirt: ~ hands/clothes. 2 causing 
one to be dirty: ~ work. 3 (of the weather) 
rough; stormy: Гт glad { haven't to go out on 
such a~ night. 4 obscene: scribble ~ words on 
lavatory walls. 5 (infermal) mean, dishonour- 
able: play а ~ trick on her; get|/give hima~ 
look, one of severe disapproval or disgust. do 
the dirty on sb, (informal) deceive him. 
dirt-ily /-alt/ adv 

dirty? /'da:ti/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) make or be- 
come dirty: Don’t ~ your new dress. 

dis- /dis-/ prefix (used with a verb or noun) 
negative, reverse, opposite of: disorder; dis- 
agree. 

dis-abil-ity /,diso'bilat:/ п (р/ -1е$) 1 [0] state 
of being disabled. 2 [C] something that dis- 
ables or disqualifies a person. 

dis-able /dis'eibl/ vt make unable to do 
something, esp take away the power of using 
the limbs: He was ~d in the war. 
disabled adj crippled. on the ~, (used with 
a pi verb) disabled persons. 
dis-able-ment n([U] 


dis-ad-van-tage = {,disad'va:ntid3 = US: 


directive /disarm 


-ven-/ n 1 [С] unfavourable condition; some- 
thing that stands in the way of progress, suc- 
cess, etc: /tisa~ to be small when yow re stand- 
ing in a crowd at a football match. 2 КЛ] loss; in- 
jury: rumours to his ~, that hurt his reputa- 
tron, etc. 

dis-ad-van-tageous /,dis,edvan'terd3zas/ 
adj causing a disadvantage (to): in a ~ posi- 
tion. 

dis-ad-van-tageous-ly ady 

dis-af-fected | ,diso'fektid/ adj (formal) un- 
friendly; (inclined to be) disloyal. 
dis-af-fec-tion /,disa'fekfn/ и [М] political 
discontent; disloyalty. 

dis-agree /|,diso'gri:/ vt 1 take a different 
view; have different opmions; not agree: fm 
sorry to ~ with you}/with your statement] with 
what you say. 2 (of food, climate) have bad 
effects on; prove unsuitable: The climate} That 
fish ~s with me. 
dis-agree-able /-ab!/ adj unpleasant: ~able 
weather; а -~able old man. 
dis-agree-ably /-abli/ adv 

dis-agree-ment /,disa'gri:mant/ и 1 [©] act 
of disagreement; absence of agreement: te be 
in ~ with him|the plan. 2 [С] instance of this; 
difference of opinion; small quarrel: ~s 
between husbands and wives. 

dis-al-low /,diso'lau/ vt refuse to allow ог 
accept as correct: The judge ~ed the claim. 

dis-ap-pear /|,disa'pia(r)/ vi go out of sight; 
be seen no more: Lef’s hope our difficulties will 
soon~. 

dis-ap-pear-ance /-rans/ и [СЦ]. 

dis-ap-point /,diso'pomt/ vt fail to please, to 
do or be equal to what is hoped for or expect- 
ed: The book ~ed me. 

dis-ap-pointed adj sad at not getting what 
was hoped for, etc: We were ~ed when we 
heard that you could not come. What are you 
look ing 50 ~ed about? 

dis-ap-point-ed-ly adv 

dis-ap-point-ing adj causing a person to be 
disappointed: Our holiday was so ~ ing. 

dis-ap-point-ment /,diso'!pointmont/ n 1 
[U] being disappointed: To her great ~, it 
rained on the day of the picnic. 2 [С] person or 
thing that disappoints: He had suffered many 
~s т love. 

dis-ap-pro-ba-tion /|,disepra'beifn/ и КЛ 
(formal) disapproval. | 

dis-ap-proval /,disa'pru:vl/ и [0] disap- 
proving: He shook his head in ~, to show that 
he disapproved. 

dis-ap-prove /,diso'pru:v/ vi,vt have, ex- 
press, an unfavourable opinion: She wants to 
become an actress but her parents ~ (of her in- 
tentions). 

dis-ap-prov-ing-ly adv in a way that shows 
disapproval: When Mary lit a cigar, her father 
looked at her disapprovingly. 

dis-arm /dis'a:m/ vi,vt 1 take away weapons 
and other means of attack from: Five hundred 
rebels were captured and ~ed. 2 (of nations) 


disarray /discontinue 


reduce the size of, give up the use of, armed 
forces: П is necessary to persuade the Great 
Powers to ~. 3 make it difficult for a per- 
son to feel anger, suspicion, doubt: / felt 
angry, but her smiles ~ed me. 
dis-arma-ment /dis'a:momant/ и [U] dis- 
arming or being disarmed(2): ~ament confer- 
ences. 

dis-array /,diso'rei/ и [U], vt (put into) dis- 
order: The troops were in~. 

dis-as-sociate /,diso'soufieit/ vt = disso- 
ciate. 

dis-as-ter /di'za:sta(r) US: -'zes-/ n 1 [C] 
great or sudden. misfortune; terrible accident 
(eg a great flood or fire, an earthquake, a seri- 
ous defeat in war, the loss of a large sum of 
money). 2 [Ч] great misfortune or suffering: a 
recordof~. 

dis-as-trous /di'za:stras US: -'zes-/ adj 
causing disaster: ~ floods; a defeat that was ~ 
to the country. 
dis-as-trous-ly adv 

dis-band /dis'bend/ vt,vi (of organized 
groups) break up: The army (was) ~ed when 
the war ended. 

dis-be-lief /,disbi'li:f/ и [U] state of not be- 
lieving; refusal to believe. 

dis-be-lieve /jdisbi'li:v/ vt,vi refuse to be- 
lieve; be unable or unwilling to believe in. 

disc, (also disk) /disk/ п [С] 1 thin, flat, 
round object, eg a gramophone record; round 
surface that appears to be flat: the sun’s ~. 2 
layer of gristle between vertebrae: a slipped ~, 
one that is slightly dislocated. 
'disc jockey, radio or TV broadcaster who 
introduces performers and comments on 
records and tapes (esp) of light and popular 
music. 

dis-card /di'ska:d/ vt 1 (formal) throw out or 
away; put aside, give up (something useless or 
unwanted): to ~ old beliefs. 2 remove, take 
away, a playing-card from those in one’s 
hand. оп [С] card or cards discarded (2). 

dis-cern /d:'s3:n/ vt (formal) 1 see clearly 
(with the eyes or with the mind). 2 (esp) see 
with an effort: /t is often difficult to ~ the truth 
of what we are told. 
dis-cern-ing adj able to see and understand 
well. 
dis-cern-ible /-эЫ/ adj that can be discerned. 
dis-cern-ment 7 [U] (good) ability to judge, 
form opinions. 

dis-charge’ /dis't{a:d3/ и [С] discharging or 
being discharged (all senses). 

dis-charge? /dis't{a:d3/ vi,vi1 unload (car- 
go from) а ship. 2 give or send out (liquid, gas, 
electric current, etc): Where do the sewers ~ 
their contents? Lightning is caused by clouds 
discharging electricity. 3 fire (a gun, etc). 4 
send (a person) away; allow (a person) to 
leave: to ~ a patient from hospital. The accused 
man was found not guilty and was ~d. The 
typist was ~d (= dismissed) for being dis- 
honest. 5 pay (a debt); perform (a duty). 
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dis-cipte /di'saip!/ и [С] 1 follower of any 
leader of religious thought, art, learning, etc.2 © 
one of the twelve personal followers of Jesus 
Christ. 

dis-ci-pli-nar-ian /,disipli'neorion/ и [С] 
person able to maintain discipline(2): a 
good|strict|poor ~. 

dis-ci-plin-ary /,disi'plinor1 US: -neri/ adj 
of or for discipline: to take ~ action; ~ punish- 
ment. 

dis-ci-pline’ /‘disiplin/ п 1 [U] training, esp 
of the mind and character, to produce self- 
control, habits of obedience, etc: school ~; mi- 
litary ~. 2 [U] the result of such training; ord- 
er kept (eg among soldiers): The soldiers 
showed perfect ~ under the fire of the enemy. 3 
[C] set rules for conduct; method by which 
training may be given: Pronunciation drill and 
question and answer work are good ~s for 
learning a foreign language. 4 [0] punishment. 

dis-ci-pline? /'disiplin/ vt apply  disci- 
pline(1) to; train and control the mind and 
character of; punish: /t isn’t easy to ~ badly 
behaved children. 

dis-claim /di'sklerm/ у/ say that one does not 
own, that one has no connection with: to ~ re- 
sponsibility for something; to ~ all knowledge 
of an incident. 

dis-close /di'sklouz/ vt 1 uncover; allow to 
be seen. 2 make known: fo ~ a secret. 
dis-clos-ure /di'sklau3za(r)/ п [U] disclosing 
or being disclosed; [C] that which is disclosed 
(esp that which has been kept secret). 

dis-colour (US = -color) /di'skala(r)/ vt,vi 
1 change, spoil, the colour of: walls ~ed by 
damp. 2 become changed in colour: paper that 
~Ss in strong sunlight. 
dis-colour-ation (US = 
ikala'reifn/ a [C,U] 

dis-com-fort /di'skamfat/ n 1 [U] absence 
of comfort: uneasiness of mind or body. 2 [C] 
something that causes uneasiness; hardship: 
the ~s endured by explorers in the Antarctic. 

dis-con-cert /,diskon'ss:t/ vt 1 upset the 
calmness or self-possession of: The Manager 
was ~ed to discover that he had forgotten to 
bring his diary. 2 spoil or upset (plans). 

dis-con-nect /,diska'nekt/ vt detach from; 
take (two things) apart: You should ~ the TV 
set (eg by pulling out the plug) before you 
make adjustments inside it. 
dis-con-nected adj (of speech or writing) 
having the ideas, etc badly ordered. 

dis-con-so-late /di'skonsalot/ adj un- 
happy, miserable, because of the loss of some- 
thing; without hope or comfort. 
dis-con-so.-late-ly adv 

dis-con-tent /,diskan'tent/ п [0] dissatisfac- 
tion; absence of contentment; [С] cause of 
this. о vt make dissatisfied: to Бе ~ed with 
one’s job. (Note: usually used as a pp.) 
dis-con-tent-ed-ly adv 

dis-con-tinue /|,diskon'tinju:/ vt,vi (formal) 
stop; give up; put an end to; come to an end: го 


-color-) /dis- 
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~ (paying) weekly visits. 

dis-con-tinu-ous /|,disken'tinjuss/ adj not 
continuous. 

dis-cord /‘disko:d/ п 1 [U] disagreement; 
quarrelling: What has brought ~ into the fami- 
ly, caused its members to quarrel? 2 [С] differ- 
ence of opinion; dispute. 3 [U] (music) state of 
not having harmony between sounds, notes, 
etc sounded together; [C] instance of this. 
dis-cor-dance /di'sks:dens/ и [0] being 
‚ without harmony; disagreement. 
dis-cor-dant /di'sko:dont/ adj (a) not in 
agreement: ~ant opinions. (b) (of sounds) not 
harmonious: the ~ant noises of motor-car 
horns. 

disco /'diskau/ п [С] (pl ~s) (informal) 
discotheque. 

dis-co-theque /‘diskotek/ и [С] club where 
people dance to amplified pop music. 

dis-count' /'diskaunt/ п [С] amount of 
money which may be taken off the full price, 
eg of (a) goods bought by shopkeepers for 
resale, (b) an account if paid promptly. 

dis-count? /di'skaunt US: ‘diskaunt/ vi 
(esp) refuse complete belief to a piece of news, 
a story, etc: Some reporters like sensational 
news, so you should ~ a great deal of what ap- 
pears in the popular press. 

dis-coun-ten-ance /di'skauntinons/ vt 
(formal) refuse to approve of or believe, 

dis-cour-age /di'skaridz US: -'skor-/ vt 1 
‘Jessen, take away, the courage or confidence 
of: Don't let one failure ~ you; try again. 2 put 
difficulties in his way; try to persuade him not 
to doit: The wet weather is discouraging people 
from going to the meeting. 
dis-cour-age-mentn[C,U] 

dis-course /'disko:s/ м 1 [С] speech; lecture; 
sermon; treatise. 2 [U] (old use) conversation: 
т ~ with. о vi /di'sko:s/ (formal) talk, preach 
or lecture. 

dis-cour-teous /di'sks:tios/ adj impolite 
(the usual word): Jt was ~ of you to arrive late. 
dis-cour-teous-ly adv 
dis-cour-tesy /di'sks:tasi/[C,U] 

dis-cover /di'skava(r)/ vt find out; get know- 
ledge of, (something existing but not yet 
known): Columbus ~ed America, but did not 
explore the new continent. 

dis-coverer, person who has made a dis- 
covery. 

dis-covery /di'skavori/ n (p/ -ies) 1 [U] dis- 
covering or being discovered: a voyage of ~; 
the ~ of new chemical elements. 2 [С] some- 
thing that is discovered: He made wonderful 
scientific discoveries. 

dis-credit’ /di'skredit/ vt refuse to believe or 
have confidence in; cause the truth, value or 
credit to seem doubtful: The judge advised the 
jury 10 ~ the evidence of one of the witnesses. 

dis-credit? /di'skredit/ и 1 [U] loss of credit 
or reputation: Jf you continue to behave in this 
way, you will bring ~ on yourself. 2 a dis- 
credit to, person, thing, causing such loss: a 


discontinuous / disdain 


~ to the school. 3[U] doubt; disbelief. 
dis-credit-able /-abl/ adj bringing discredit: 
~able conduct. 

dis-credit-ably /-abli/ adv 

dis-creet /di'skri:t/ adj careful, tactful, in 
what one says and does: / decided to maintain a 
~ silence. 

dis-creet-ly adv 

dis-crep-ancy /di'skreponsi/ и [СУ] (p/ 
-ies) (of statements and accounts) difference; 
absence of agreement: There was considerable 
~ |There were numerous discrepancies between 
the two accounts of the fighting. 

dis-cre-tion /di'skrefn/ и [U] 1 being dis- 
creet: You must show more ~ in choosing your 
friends. 2 freedom to act according to one’s 
own judgement, to do what seems right or 
best: Use your ~. 

dis-cre-tion-ary /-or1 US: -neri/ adj having 
discretion(2): ~ary powers. 

dis-crimi-nate /di'skrimineit/ vi,vi 1 be, 
make, see, a difference between: Can you ~ 
good books from bad/~ between good and bad 
books? 2 treat differently; make distinctions: 
laws which do not ~ against anyone, that treat 
all people in the same way. 
dis-crimi-nat-ing adj (a) able to see or 
make small differences: a discriminating taste 
in literature. (b) giving special or different 
treatment to certain people, countries, etc: dis- 
criminating duties. 

dis-crimi-na-tion /diskrmi'neifn/ и [U] 
discriminating; ability to discriminate: Some 
people do not show much ~ in their choice of 
books. Is there racial ~ in your country? 
dis-crim-i-na-tory /di,skrimi'neiteri US: 
-to:r1/ adj discriminating(b): discriminatory 
legislation. 

dis-cur-sive /di'sks:siv/ adj (of a person, 
what he says or does, his style) wandering 
from one point or subject to another. 
dis-cur-sive-ly adv 

dis-cus /'diskas/ п [С] (p/ ~es) heavy, round 
plate of stone, metal or wood, thrown in an- 
cient Roman and Greek athletic contests and 
in modern contests (eg the Olympic Games). 

dis-cuss /di'skas/ vt examine and argue 
about (a subject): to ~ (with one’s friends) 
what to do/how to do it/how something should 
be done. 

dis-cus-sion /di'skafn/ п [U] discussing or 
being discussed; [C] talk for the purpose of 
discussing: after much ~,; after several long 
~s. under discussion, being discussed: 
The proposal is still under ~. 

dis-dain /dis'dein/ vt (formal) look on with 
contempt; think (it) dishonourable, be too 
proud, (to do something): A good man should 
~ flattery. He ~ed my offer of help. a п [U] 
contempt; scorn: No one likes to be treated 
with. 

dis-dain-ful /-fi/ adj showing contempt: ~ ful 
looks. 

dis-dain-fully /-foli/ adv - 


disease / disinfectant 


dis-ease /d:'zi-:z/ п [U) illness; disorder of 
body or mind or of plants; [С] particular kind 
of illness or disorder. 

dis-eased /di'zi:zd/ adj suffering from, tn- 
jured by, disease. 

dis-em-bark /,disim'ba:k/ v/,vi put, go, on 
shore: ~ from the liner. 
dis-em-bar-ka-tion 
EC,U] 

dis-en-chant / Читали US: -tfent/ vs 
be not pleased with, be disillusioned: He is 
~ed with the Government. 
dis-en-chant-ment и К.О] 

dis-en-gage /,dism'geid3/ vi,vi separate, 
detach (oneself or something): to ~ the gears 
of a car. 

dis-en-tangle /,disin'tengl/ vt,vi 1 free, 
from complications or confusion: to ~ truth 
from falsehood. 2 become clear of tangles: / 
can't ~ this wool. | 

dss-favour (US = -favor) /,dis'ferva(r)/ п 
[U} (formal) state of being out of favour; dis- 
approval: to be in ~; to fall into ~. в vt disap- 
prove of. 

dis-fig-ure /dis'figa(r) US: -gja(r)/ vt spoil 
the appearance or shape of: beautiful scenery 
~d by ugly advertising signs; a face ~d by a 
broken nose/an ugly scar. 

dis-fig-ure-ment и [СО] 

dis-fran-chise /dis'frentfaiz/ vt deprive of 
rights of citizenship; (esp) deprive (a place) of 
the right to send a representative to parlta- 
ment or (a citizen) of the right to vote for a 
parliamentary representative. 


/,disyemba:'kerfn/ п 


dis-gorge /dis'go:d3/ vt 1 throw up ог out ^ 


from, or as from, the throat. 2 (fig) give up 
(esp something taken wrongfully). 
dis-grace' /dis'greis/ n 1 [U] loss of respect, 
favour, good reputation: A man who commits 
a crime and is sent to prison brings ~ on himself 
and his family. 2 [0] state of having lost re- 
spect, etc: He told a lie and isin~. За ^, 
thing, state of affairs, person, that is a cause of 
shame or discredit: These slums are a ~ to the 
city authorities. 
dis-grace-ful /-fl/ adj bringing or causing 
disgrace: ~fulbehaviour. — 
dis-grace-fully /-fali/ аду: to behave ~fully. 
dis-grace? /dis'grets/ vt 1 bring disgrace оп; 
be a disgrace to: Don’t ~ the family name. 2 
put (a person) out of favour. 
dis-gruntled /dis'grantid/ adj discontent- 
ed; ina bad mood. 
dis-guise' /dis'gaiz/ п 1 КЛ disguising; dis- 
guised condition: He went among the enemy in 
~.2(C,U] dress, actions, manner, etc used for 
disguising: He had tried all sorts of ~s. 
dis-guise? /dis'gaiz/ vt 1 change the appear- 
ance, etc of, in order to deceive or to hide the 
identity of: He ~d his looks but he could not ~ 
his voice. 2 conceal: He ~d his sorrow beneath 
a cheerful appearance|by appearing cheerful. 
dis-gust' /dis'gast/ п [U] strong feeling of 
‘dislike or distaste (eg caused by а bad smell or 
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taste, а horrible sight, evil conduct): He turned 
awayin~., 

dis-gust? /dis'gast/ vt cause disgust in: We 
were ~ed at/by/with what we saw. 
dis-gust-ing adj- behavicur that is ~ing to 
everybody. 
dis-gust-ing-ly adv 

dish’ /dif/ в [С] 1 shallow, flat-bottomed ves- 
sel, of earthenware, glass, metal, etc from 
which food ts served at table: a'meat-~. 2 the 
~es, all the plates, bowls, cups and saucers, 
etc used for а meak: to wash up the ~es. 3 meal: 
His favourite ~ is steak and kidney pie. 4 large 
concave reflector for receiving radio-waves 
from outer space, or in radio-telescopes, etc. 5 
(s?) attractive ри: She’s quite a~! 
'dish-cloth, cloth for washing dishes, etc. 
'dish-washer, electric machine for washing 
dishes, cutlery, etc. 
'dish-water, water in which crockery has 
been washed. 
'dish-ful /-fol/ п [С] as much as a dish can 
hold. 

dish? /dif/ vt 1 put on or intoa dish: to ~ (up) 
the dinner, get И ready for serving. 2 (fig) pre- 
pare, serve up facts, arguments, etc: fo ~ up 
the usual arguments in a new form. dish sth 
out, distribute: to ~ out programmes. 

dis-hearten /dis'ha:tn/ vt cause to lose 
courage or confidence: Don’t be ~ed by what 
he says. 

di-shev-elled (US = -eled) /di'fevid/ adj 
(of the hair and clothes) untidy. 

dis-hon-est /dis'pnist/ adj not honest: in- 
tended to cheat, deceive or mislead. 
dis-hon-est-ly adv 
dis-honesty /,dis'pnisti/ м [U] being dis- 
honest; [C] dishonest act, etc. 

dis-hon-our (US = -honor) /dis'pna(r)/ п 
[©] 1 disgrace or shame; loss, absence, of 
honour and self-respect: to bring ~ on one’s 
family. 2 person or thing that brings disho- 
nour: He was а ~ to his family. а vt 1 bring 
shame, discredit. 2 (of a bank): ~ a cheque, re- 
fuse to pay money on it (because the bank’s 
customer has not enough credit). 
dis-hon-our-able /dis'pnrabl/ adj without 
honour; shameful. 
dis-hon.-our-ably /-'pnrabli/ adv 

dis-il-lu-sion /,disi'lu:zn/ vt set free from 
mistaken beliefs: They had thought that the 
holiday would be restful, but they were soon 
~ed.an[U] the state of being disillusioned. 
dis-il-lu-sion-ment и [С] freedom from illu- 
sions: ia state of complete ~ment. 

dis-in-cli-na-tion /,disnkh'neifn/ и КО] 
(formal) unwillingness: Some teachers have a 
strong ~ for work. 

dis-in-clined /,disin'klaind/ adj (forma/) 
reluctant ог unwilling: Не was ~d to help me. _ 

dis-in-fect /,disin'fekt/ vt make free from in- 
fection by bacteria: The house was ~ed after 
Tom had had scarlet fever. 

dis-in-fec-tant /,disin'fektant/ adj, п [C,U] 
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disinfecting (chemical). ; 

dis-in-genu-ous | drsin‘dzenjucs/ wa (for- 
mal) insincere (the usual word). 

dis-in-herit j,dism'herit/ vt take away the 
right to inherit. 
dis-in-heri-tance /,dism‘hentans/ и КДЛ 
(act of) dismhenting. 

dis-in-te-grate jdis‘mtigren/ угу (cause 
to) break up into small parts or pieces: rocks 
~d by frost and rain. 
dis-in-te-gra-tion /dismt'grafn/a{U] 

dis-in-ter j,disim'tsx(r)\/ vt {-rr-) dig up {a 
body) from the earth (eg from a grave). 
dis-in-ter-ment a[C,U] 

dis-in-ter-ested /dis'intrastid/ adj not in- 
fluenced by personal feelings or interests: His 
action was not altogether ~. > uninterested. 
dis-in-ter-ested-ly adv 

dis-jointed /dis‘dgamtid/ adj (eg of speech 
and writing) not connected; incoherent. 
dis-jointed-ly adv 
dis-jointed-ness и [U] 

dis-junc-tive jdis'dzanktuv/ adj (gram): ~ 
conjunction, one expressing opposition of or 
contrast between ideas (eg either... or). 

disk /disk/n & disc. 

dis-like /dis'laik/ vi not like: 10 ~ getting up 
early|being disturbed. а п К] feeling of not hk- 
ing; feeling against: to have а ~ of|for cats; to 
take a~ to him, begin to dishke him. 

dis-lo-cate /'dislokeit (5: -louk-/ vt 1 put 
(esp a bone im the body) out of position: He 
fell from his horse and ~d his shoulder. 2 put 
traffic, machinery, business, etc out of order: 
Traffic was badly ~d by the heavy fall of snow. 
dis-lo-ca-tion /,disla‘keifn/ и {C,U] 

dis-lodge /dis'lod3/ vt move, force, from the 
place occupied: to ~ a stone from а building| 
the enemy from their positions. 
dis-lodge-ment 1 [СО] 

dis-loyal /dis'to1ol/ adj not loyal (to). 
dis-loyal-ly adv 
dis-loyal-ty п К.О] 

dis-mal /'dizmol/ adj sad, gloomy: miserable: 
~ weather; т а г voice. 
dis-mail-ly /-al1/ adv 

dis-mantle /dis'mentl/ vt 1 take away fit- 
tings, furnishings, etc from: The old warship 
was ~d. 2 take to pieces: to ~ an engine. 

dis-may /415чтеи п [U] feeling of fear and 
discouragement: The news that the enemy were 
near filled{ struck them with ~. а м fill with 
dismay: We were ~ed at the news. 

dis-mem-ber /dis'memba(r)/ vi 1 tear or cut 
the limbs from: He was ~ed by the lion. 2 (fig) 
divide up (a country, etc). 

dis-miss /dis'mis/ vt 1 send away (from 
one’s employment, from service): She was 
~ed for being lazy and dishonest. 2 allow to go: 
The teacher ~ed his class when the bell rang. 3 
put away from the mind; stop thinking or talk- 
ing about: to ~ all thoughts of revenge. 4 
(cricket) (of the team that is fielding) put a 
batsman or a team out: The fast bowler ~ed 


disingenuous / dispel 


Smith for ten runs. 
dis-mis-sal /-$1/ и [СЧ] 

dis-mount j,dis'maunt/ vivt 1 get down 
(from a horse, bike etc). 2 remove (something) 
from its mount: to ~ a gun (from the gun- 
carriage). 

dis-obedi-ence /|,diso'bi:dions/ n {Ul failure 
or refusal to obey: acts of ~; ~ to orders. 

dis-obedi-ent /,diso'brdient/ adj not obe- 
dient (to). 
dis-obedi-ent-ly adv 

dis-obey /,disa'bei/ vt pay no attention to 
orders; not obey a person, a law, etc. 

dis-order /415'5:4э(г)/ м 1 [0] absence of 
order; confusion: The burglars left the room in 
great ~. 2 [0] absence of order caused by ро]- 
itical troubles; К] angry outburst of rioting 
‘caused by political troubles, etc: Troops were 
called ош to deal with the ~s in the capital. 3 
[C,U] disturbance of the normal working of 
the body or mind: suffering from mental ~. о 
yt put mto disorder: а лед mind. 

dis-order-ly /dis'oxdah/ adj 1 in donde a 
~ room|desk. 2 causing disturbance; unruly; 
lawless: ~ crowds/behaviour. 

dis-or-gan-ize (also -ise) /,dis'xgonaiz/ v1 
throw into confusion; upset the workmg or 
system of: The train service was ~d by fog. 


dis-or-gan-iz-ation (also sation) 
/,dis,o:gonai'zeafn US: -nr'z-/ n{U] 
dis-orien-tate /dis's:rionteit/ (also dis- 


orient /dis's:riont/ ) vt confuse (a person) so 
that he does not know where he 1$, the time, 
date, etc. 

dis-own /dis'sun/ vi say that one does not 
know, that one has not, or no longer wishes to 
have, any connection with (a person or thing): 
The boy was so cruel that his father ~ed him. 

dis-par-age /di'sperid3/ vi say things to 
suggest that (a person or thing) 15 of little value 
or importance. 
dis-par-age-ment 7 [0] 
dis-par-ag-ing-ly adv in a disparaging way. 

dis-par-ate /‘disporet/ adj that cannot be 
compared in quality, amount, kind, etc. 

dis-par-ity /di'spzroti/ и [U] inequality; dif- 
ference; [С] (p/-ies) instance or degree of this. 

dis-pas-sion-ate /di'spxfanat/ adj free 
from passion; not taking sides, not showing 
favour (in a quarrel, etc between others). 
dis-pas-sion-ate-ly adv 

dis-patch’', des-patch /di'spet{/ 1 [U] 
dispatching or being dispatched (all senses): 
Please hurry up the ~ of these telegrams. 2 <] 
thing dispatched(1), esp, a government, mili- 
tary or newspaper report: London newspapers 
receive ~es from all parts of the world. 3 {U] 
(formal) speed: to act with~. 

dis-patch’, des-patch /di'spet{/ и 1 
send off, to a destination, on a journey, for a 
special purpose: to ~ /etters/telegrams. 2 fin- 
ish, get through, business, etc. 3 kall: The 
executioner quickly ~ed the condemned man. 

dis-pel /dr'spel/ vz (-l-) drive away: The wind 


dispensable /disquiet 


soon ~led the fog. How can we ~ their doubts 
and fears? 

dis-pens-able /di'spensabl/ adj that can be 
done without; not necessary. 

dis-pens-ary /di'spensari/ п [С] (р/ -ies) 
place where medicines are given out (eg ina 
hospital). | 

dis-pen-sa-tion /,dispen'serfn/ n 1 [U] the 
‘act of dispensing(1) or distributing: the ~ of 
justice|/medicine|food. 2 [C,U] permission to 
do something that is usually forbidden, or not 
to do something that is usually required, esp 
by ecclesiastical law: to be granted ~ from fast- 
ing during a journey. 

dis-pense /di'spens/ vt,vi 1 deal out; distri- 
bute; administer: to ~ charity|/justice. 2 mix; 
prepare, give out (medicines): to ~ a prescrip- 
tion. 3 dispense with, (a) do without: He is 
not yet well enough to ~ with the doctor’s ser- 
vices. (b) make unnecessary: The new design 
~s with gears. 

dis-penser, (a) person who dispenses, esp 
medicines. (6) container from which some- 
thing can be obtained without removing a 
cover, lid, etc: a -~~r for liquid soap. 
dispensing chemist, one qualified to 
prepare and give out medicines. 

dis-perse /di'sps:s/ vt,vi (cause to) go in dif- 
ferent directions: The police ~d the crowd. The 
crowd ~d when the police arrived. 

dis-per-sal /di'sps:sl/[U]. 

dis-per-sion /di'sp3:Jn US: -3n/n = disper- 
sal, esp of light. 

dis-pirited /di'spiritid/ adj discouraged; dis- 
heartened. 

dis-place /di'spleis/ vt 1 put out of the right 
or usual position. 2 take the place of; put in 
the place of: Tom has ~d Harry in Mary’s 
affections. 

displaced person, one who must leave his 
country because of war, etc. 

dis-place-ment /di'spleismont/ и [U] 1 dis- 
placing or being displaced: the ~ of human 
labour by machines. 2 amount of water dis- 
placed by a solid body in it, or floating in it: a 
ship of 10000 tons ~. 

dis-play' /di'splei/ и [СЗ] displaying; show 
or exhibition: a ‘fashion ~, a showing of new 
styles in clothes, etc; a~ of bad temper. 

dis-play? /di'splei/ vt 1 show; place or spread 
out so that there is no difficulty in seeing: De- 
partment stores ~ their goods in the windows. 2 
allow to be seen; show signs of having? to ~ 
one’s ignorance. She ~ed no sign of emotion. 

dis-please /di'spli:z/ vt not please; offend; 
annoy; make indignant or angry: to be ~d 
with her (for doing that); to be ~d at her con- 
duct. 

dis-pleas-ing adj not pleasing (to a person). 
dis-pleas-ing-ly adv 

dis-pleasure /di'spleza(r)/ и [U] displeased 
feeling; dissatisfaction: He incurred his 
father’s~. 

dis-pos-able /di'spsuzabl/ adj made so that 
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it may be (easily) disposed of after use: ~ nap- 
pies, of soft paper which disintegrates quickly 
in water. 

dis-posali /di'spouzl/ п [U] 1 the act of dis- 
posing(1): the ~ of rubbish, getting rid of it; a 
'homb ~ squad, group of men who, when un- 
exploded bombs are found, try to make them 
harmless and remove them. 2 control; man- 
agement. at one’s disposal, to be used as 
one wishes: My desk/report is at your~. 

dis-pose /di'spauz/ vi,vt 1 finish with; get rid 
of; deal with: to ~ of rubbish. He doesn’t want 
to ~ of (eg sell) the land. 2 place (persons, ob- 
jects) in good order or in suitable positions: 
The cruisers were ~d ina single line. 3 (formal) 
be willing or ready: Pm not ~d/don’t feel ~d to 
help my lazy sister. 

dis-po-si-tion /,dispa'zifn/ и [С] 1 arrange- 
ment (the more usual word): the ~ of furniture 
in a room. 2 person’s natural qualities of mind 
and character: a man with a cheerful ~. 3 (for- 
mal) inclination: There was a general ~ to 
leave early, Most people seemed to wish to 
leave early. 4 power of ordering and dispos- 
ing: Who has the ~ of this property, the power 
or authority to dispose of it? 

dis-pos-sess /,dispo'zes/ vt take away 
(property, esp land) from; compel (a person) 
to give up (the house he occupies): The nobles 
were ~ed of their property after the Revolu- 
tion. 

dis-pro-por-tion-ate = /,dispra'po:fanat/ 
adj out of porportion; relatively too large or 
small, etc: to give а > amount of one’s time to 
games. 
dis-pro-por-tion-ate.-ly adv 

dis-prove /dis'pru:v/ vt prove to be wrong or 
false. 

dis-put-able /di'spju:tabl/ adj that may be 
disputed; questionable. 

dis-pu-tant /di'spju:tant/ 1 [С] person who 
disputes. 

dts-pute’ /'dispju:t/ я 1 [U] debate, argu- 
ment: The matter in ~ (= being disputed) is 
the ownership of a house. 2 [С] quarrel; con- 
troversy: There were many religious ~s in 
England during the 17th century. 

dis-pute? /di'spju:t/ vi,vt 1 argue, debate, 
quarrel. 2 discuss, question the truth or valid- 
ity of: to ~ a statement/a claim/a decision. 3 
oppose; resist: to ~ an advance by the enemy. 

dis-qual-ify /di'skwolifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 
make unfit or unable: As he was a professional, 
he was disqualified from taking part in the 
Olympic Games. 
dis-quali-fi-ca-tion 
[C,U] 

dis-quiet /di'skwarst/ vt (formal) make 
troubled, anxious, uneasy: ~ed by apprehen- 
sions of illness. an(U] anxiety: The President’s 
speech caused considerable ~ in some Euro- 
pean capitals. 
dis-quiet-ing adj causing anxiety: ~ing 
news. 


/diskwolifi'kerfn/ п 
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dis-re-gard /,disri'ga:d/ vt pay no attention 
to; show no respect for: to ~ a warning. оп [Ч] 
inattention; indifference; neglect: ~ of a rule; 
~ for one’s teachers. 

dis-re-pair /,disri'pea(r)/ п [U] the state of 
needing repair: The building was in bad~. 

dis-repu-table /dis'repjutebl/ adj having а 
bad reputation; not respectable: ~ behaviour; 
a~ appearance. 

dis-repu-tably /-abli/ adv 

dis-re-pute /,disri'pju:t/ п [U] condition of 
being disreputable; discredit. fall into dis- 
repute, no longer have a good reputation. 

dis-re-spect /|,disri'spekt/  [U] rudeness; 
want of respect: He meant no ~ by that re- 
mark, did notintendtobeimpolite. __ 
dis-re-spect-ful /-fl/ adj showing disrespect. 
dis-re-spect-fully /-fali/ adv: to speak ~- 
fully of[about him. 

dis-rupt /,dis'rapt/ vt break up, split, separ- 
ate by force a State, an empire, communica- 
tions, etc: Their quarrels seem likely to ~ the 
meeting. 

dis-rup-tion /dis'rap{n/ и [СО] (instance of) 
disrupting or being disrupted: serious ~ions in 
the factory. 

dis-rup-tive /dis'raptiv/ adj causing disrup- 
tion: ~ive forces. 

dis-sat-is-fac-tion /,disxtis'fek{n/ и [U] 
the state of being dissatisfied. 

dis-sat-isfy /di'sztisfai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) fail 
to satisfy; make discontented: to be dissatisfied 
with one’s salary. 

dis-sect /di'sekt/ vt cut up (parts of an ani- 
та} body, plant, etc) in order to study its 
structure. 
dis-sec-tion /di'sekJn/n[C,U] 

dis-semi-nate /di'semimeit/ уг distribute or 
spread widely ideas, doctrines, etc. 
dis-semi-na-tion /disemi'neifn/ n [U] 

dis-sen-sion /di'senfn/ [U] angry quarrel- 
ling, disagreement; [С] instance of this: ~(5) 
between rival groups in politics. 

dis-sent' /di'sent/ и [Ч] dissenting; (expres- 
sion of) disagreement: to express strong ~. 

dis-sent? /di'sent/ vi 1 have a different opin- 
ion (from); refuse to agree to: / strongly ~ 
from what the last speaker has said. 2 (esp) re- 
fuse to accept the religious doctrine of the 
Church of Engiand. 

dis-sen-ter, person who dissents(2). 

dis-ser-ta-tion /,diso'teifn/ и [С] long writ- 
ten or spoken account (eg as submitted for a 
higher university degree): а ~ on/upon/ 
concerning... 

dis-ser-vice /di'ss:vis/ и [U] harmful or un- 
helpful action: You are doing her a great ~ 
spreading such rumours. 

dis-si-dent /'disidont/ adj disagreeing. 5 n 
[С] person who disagrees; dissenter. 

dis-simi-lar /di'similo(r)/ adj not the same; 
not similar: people with ~ tastes. 
‘dis-simi-lar-ity /,di,sim1'lzroti/ и [U] state of 
not having similarity; [C] (p/ -ies) point, area, 


disregard / distaste 

of difference. | 

dis-si-pate /'disipeit/ vi,vi 1 (cause to) dis- 
perse, go away: to ~ fear|doubt/ignorance. 2 
waste time, leisure, money foolishly: Don’t ~ 
your efforts. 
dis-sipated adj behaving in a foolish and 
often harmful way: to leada ~d life. 

dis-si-pa-tion /|,disi'peifn/ и [U] dissipating 
or being dissipated: a life of ~. 

dis-so-ciate /di'soufieit/ vt separate (in 
thought, feeling); not associate with: A politi- 
cian’s public and private life should be ~d. I 
wish to ~ myself from what has just been said. 
dis-socia-tion /di,soufrei{n/ 2 [О] 

dis-sol-uble /di'spljub!/ adj that can be dis- 
solved, disintegrated or annulled. 
dis-solu-bil-ity /,di,soljo'biloti/ n[U] 

dis-so-lute /‘disalju:t US: -lu:t/ adj (of per- 
sons, their behaviour) immoral, evil: to lead a 
~ life. 
dis-so-lute-ly adv 

dis-sol-ution /,diso'iu:{n/ и [СО] 1 break- 
ing up; undoing or ending (of a marriage, 
partnership, etc). 2 (esp) ending of Parliament 
before a general election. 

dis-solve /di'zolv/ vt.vi 1 (of a liquid) soak 
into a solid so that the solid itself becomes 
liguid: Water ~s salt. 2 (of a solid) become 
liquid as the result of being taken into a liquid: 
Salt ~s in water. 3 cause (a solid) to dissolve: 
He ~d the salt in water. 4 disappear; fade 
away: The view ~d in mist. 5 bring to, come to. 
an end: to ^ а business parinership/a 
marriage! Parliament. 

dis-son-ance /'disonans/ и 1 [U] discord. 2 
[С] combination of notes that is discordant. 

dis-son-ant /'disonsont/ adj harsh in tone. 

dis-suade /di'sweid/ vt advise against: / tried 
10 ~ her from marrying him. 
dis-sua-sion /di'sweizn/ и 0] 

dis-taff /'dista:f US: -tef/ п С] stick round 
which wool, flax, etc is wound for spinning by 
hand. 

dis-tance /‘distons/ и [C,U] 1 measure of 
space, between two points, places, etc: [и the 
USA ~ is measured in miles, not in kilometres. 
The town is a great ~ off, a long way off. in 
the distance, far away: 4 ship could be seen 
in the ~. 2 space of time: to look back overa~ 
of fifty years. > also long distance. 

dis-tant /'distont/ adj 1 far away in space ог 
time: We had a~ view of Mount Everest. 2 far 
off т family relationship: She’s а ~ cousin of 
mine. 3 (of degree of similarity) not easily 
seen: There is а ~ resemblance between the 
cousins. 4 reserved; not showing familiarity: 
She’s alwavs very ~ with strangers. 
dis-tant-ly adv in а distant manner: He is ~ly 
related to me. 

dis-taste /dis'teist/[U] dislike: a~ for hard 

work. 

dis-taste-ful /-fl/ adj disagreeable; un- 

pleasant: Л is ~ful to те to have to say this, 

but... 


distend / disturbance 


dis-taste-fully /-fali/ adv 

dis-tend /di'stend/ vi,vi (cause to) swell out 
(by pressure from within): а ~ed stomach/ 
vein, 

dis-til (US = -till) /di'stil/ ve,vi (-H-) 1 
change (a liquid) to vapour by heating, cool 
the vapour and collect the drops of liquid that 
condense from the vapour; purify (a liquid) 
this way: Salt water can be ~led and made into 
drinking water. 2 make (whisky, etc) by distil- 
ling. 
dis-til-la-tion /,disti'leifn/ n[C,U] 

dis-til-ler /di'stula(r)/ и [С] person who distils 
(esp whisky). 

‘dis-til-lery, place where liquids (eg gin, 
whisky) are distilled. 

dis-tinct /di'stinkt/ adj 1 easily heard, seen, 
understood; clearly marked: а ~ pronuncia- 
tion. There is а ~~ improvement in her typing. 2 
different in kind; separate: Keep the two ideas 
~, the one from the other. 
dis-tinct-ly adv in a clear manner: / remem- 
ber ~ly.../ He ~ly remembers ( = clearly, leav- 
ing no room for misunderstanding) telling you 
not todo tt. 

dis-tinc-tion /di'stinkfn/ и 1 [U] being, 
keeping things, different or distinct (2); distin- 
guishing, being distinguished, as different; [С] 
instance of this: The President shook hands 
with evcryone, without ~ of rank. It is difficult 
to make exact ~s between all the meanings of a 
word. 2 [С] point of difference; that which 
makes one thing different from another: The 
~ between poetry and prose is obvious. 3 [Ц] 
quality of being superior, excellent, distin- 
guished: a writer/novel of ~. 4 [С] mark of 
honour; title; decoration; reward: academic 
~S, egadoctor’s degree. 

dis-tinc-tive /di'stinktrv/ adj serving to 
mark a difference or make distinct: Footbali 
teams wear ~ Clothes. 
dis-tinc-tive-ly adv 

dis-tin-guish /di'stingwiJ/ vt,vi 1 see, hear, 
recognize, understand well, the difference: 
The twins were so alike that it was impossible to 
~ one from the other. 2 make out by looking, 
listening, etc: A person with good eyesight can 
~ distant objects. 3 be a mark of character, 
difference: Speech ~es man from the animals. 
4 behave so as to bring credit to oneself: to ~ 
oneself т an examination. 
dis-tin-guish-able /-abl/ adj that can be dis- 
tinguished between: Tom is hardly ~able from 
his twin brother. 

dis-tin-guished /di'stingwiJt/ adj famous; 
well known; remarkable; showing distinc- 
tion(3): He is ~ for his good knowledge of 
econoimics/~ as an economist. 

dis-tort /di'sto:t/ ve 1 pull, twist, out of the 
usual shape: a face ~ed by pain. 2 give a false 
account of: Newspaper accounts of interna- 
tional affairs are sometimes ~ed. 

distorted adj with the mind confused or be- 
wildered: to be ~ed with/by anxiety/grief. 
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dis-tor-tion /di'sto:[n/2[C,U] 

dis-tract /di'sirekt/ vt take away a person's 
attention, concentration, вс: The noise in the 
street ~ed me from my reading. 

dis-trac-tion /di'strekfn/ и 1 [0] distract- 
ing or being distracted. 2 [С] something (an- 
noying and unwelcome) that distracts: Noise 
isa~ when you are trying to study. 3 [С] some- 
thing that holds the attention and gives 
pleasure: He complained that there were not 
enough ~s in the village. 4[U] wildness or con- 
fusion of mind: He loves her to ~. You'll drive 
те to~ with your silly questions. 

dis-traught /di'stro:t/ adj distracted; ex- 
tremely upset: ~ with grief. 

dis-tress' /di'stres/ п [U] 1 (cause of) great 
pain, discomfort or sorrow: He was a great ~ 
to his mother. 2 (suffering caused by) want of 
money or other necessary things. 3 serious 
danger or difficulty: a shipin~,; a~ signal. 

dis-tress? /di'stres/ vt cause distress(2) to: 
What are you looking so ~ed about? 
dis-tress-ing adj causing or experiencing 
distress. 

dis-trib-ute /di'stribju:t/ vt 1 give or send 
out: The teacher ~d the books to the class. 2 
spread out (over a larger area): to ~ manure 
over a field. 3 put into groups or classes. 

dis-tribu-tion /,distri'bju:[n/ п [0] distri- 
buting or being distributed; manner of being 
distributed; [C] instance or occasion of distri- 
buting: They could not agree about the ~ of the 
profits. Is the ~ of wealth uneven in Great 
Britain? 

dis-tribu-tive /di'stribjutiv/ adj 1 of distri- 
bution: the ~ trades, eg shopkeeping. 2 (gram) 
of each individual, each member of a class: 
‘Each’, ‘every’, ‘either’ and ‘neither’ are ~ pro- 
nouns. 
dis-tribu-tive-ly adv 

dis-tri-bu-tor /di'stribjote(r)/ п [С] 1 person 
who distributes. 2 part of the engine (in а 
motor-vehicle) that sends electricity to the 
sparking plugs. 

dis-trict /‘distrikt/n[C]1 part of a country: а 
mountainous ~; ше ‘Lake D~, in England. 2 
part of a town or country marked out for a 
special purpose: the London postal ~s, eg 
NWS, EC4. 
district 'nurse, nurse who visits people at 
home, not in hospitals. 

dis-trust /dis'trast/ и [0] doubt or suspicion; 
want of trust or confidence: The child looked 
at the stranger with ~. а vt have no trust in; be 
doubtful about: He ~ed his own father. 
dis-trust-ful /-fl/ adj suspicious (the usual 
word). 
dis-trust-fully /-fali/ adv 

dis-turb /di'sts:b/ vt break the quiet, calm, 
peace or order of; put out of the right or usual 
position: She opened the door quietly so as not 
to ~ the baby. He was ~ed to hear of your 
illness/by the news of your illness. 

dis-turb-ance /di'sts:bans/ n [U] disturbing 
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or being disturbed; [С] instance of this; some- 
thing that disturbs; disorder (esp social or pol- 
itical): Were -there any political ~s in the 
country last year? 

dis-unity /dis'ju:noti/ и [U] lack of unity. 

dis-use /dis'ju:s/ n [U] state of no longer be- 
ing used: rusty from ~; a machine that has fal- 
len into (= become) ~. 
dis-used /dis'ju:zd/ adj no longer used: a~d 
railway-line. 

ditch /dit{/ п [С] narrow channel dug in or be- 
tween fields, or at the sides of a road, etc to 
hold or carry off water. as dull as ‘ditch 
water, very dull(3). с vt,vi 1 send or throw 
into a ditch. 2 (fig) abandon: The pilot had to 
~ his plane, make a forced landing on the sea. 
He’s ~ed his girlfriend, (informal) suddenly 
stopped seeing her. 

dither /'didoa(r)/ vi (informal) hesitate about 
what to do; be unable to decide. 

ditto /'ditou/ п [С] (pi ~s) the same (used in 
lists to avoid writing words again): One hat at 
£2.25; ~ at £4.50. 

ditty /'diti/ п [С] (pi -ies) short, simple song. 

di-van /di'ven US: 'daiven/ п [С] long, low, 
soft, backless seat or bed. 

dive’ /daiv/ п [С] 1 act of diving into water: a 
graceful ~. 2 disreputable place for the sale of 
drink, or for gambling. 

dive? /darv/ vi 1 go head first into water: He 
~d from the bridge and rescued the drowning 
child. 2 (of a submarine, divers) go under wat- 
er. 3 go quickly to a lower level: The aircraft 
was diving steeply. 4 move (eg the hand) quick- 
ly and suddenly downwards (into something): 
He ~d into his pocket and pulled out a handful 
of coins. 
'diving-board, from which to dive (eg into а 
swimming pool). 
‘diving-suit, suit with heavy boots and а hel- 
met worn when diving. 
diver, person who dives, esp a person who 
works under water in a diving-suit. 

di-verge /дагуз:45/ vi (of lines, opinions, 
roads, etc) get farther apart from a point or 
from each other as they progress; turn or 
branch away from: to ~ from the path| truth. 
di-ver-gence /dai'v3:dzans/, -gency /-nsi/ и 
[U] diverging; [C] (p/ ~s, -cies) instance of 
this. 
di-ver-gent /-dzont/ adj 

di-vers /‘daivs3:z/ adj (old use) several; more 
than one. 

di-verse /dai'vs:s/ adj of different kinds: The 
wild life in Africa is extremely ~. 
di-verse-ly adv 

di-ver-sify /,dai'vs:sifai/ vt (pt.pp -ied) make 
diverse; give variety to. 
di-ver-si-fi-ca-tion /da1,va:sif'keifn/ n[U] 

di-ver-sion /dai'v3:[n US: -3n/ п 1 [U] 
diverting; the act of turning something aside 
or giving it a different direction: the ~ of a 
stream; [C] instance of this: traffic ~s, eg 
when traffic is directed along different routes 


disunity/division 
because of road repairs. 2 [С] something am- 
using or which gives pleasure; hobby: Chess 
and tennis are his favourite ~s. 3 [С] method 
used to turn the attention from something that 
one does not wish to be noticed, as when, in 
war, the enemy’s attention is drawn from one 
place by an unexpected attack at another 
place: to create|makea~. 


` di-ver-sion-ary /dat'v3:{nori US: -зпеп/ adj. 


di-ver-sity /dar'va:soti/ и [U] the state of be- 
ing diverse; variety. 

di-vert /dai'vs:t/ vt 1 turn in another direc- 
tion: to ~ a river from its course. 2 amuse; 
entertain: Some people are easily ~ed. 

di-vest /dai'vest/ vt (formal) 1 take off 
(clothes): to ~ a king of his robes. 2 take away 
from: to ~~ an official of power and authority. 

di-vide’ /di'vaid/ vt,vi 1 separate, be separ- 
ated (into); split or break up: We ~d the 
money equally. They ~d the cash between|- 
among themselves. The road ~s at this point. 2 
find out how often one number is contained in 
another: If you ~ 6 into 30/~ 30 by 6, the 
answer is 5. 3 arrange in groups: The teacher 
~d the boys from the girls. 4 cause disagree- 
ment; cause to disagree: Opinions are ~d on 
the question. 5 (in Parliament, at debates, etc) 
(cause to) part in order to vote: After a long de- 
bate, the House ~d, voted on the question. 

di-vide? /di'vaid/ и [С] something that di- 
vides, eg a line of high land that separates two 
different river systems. 

divi-dend /'dividend/ я [С] (usually month- 
ly, annual, etc) payment of a share of profit, to 
shareholders in a business company, to a pol- 
icy holder in a mutual insurance company, 
etc: to pay a~ of 10 per cent. 

di-vid-ers /di'vaidoz/ п pi (also a pair of ~) 
measuring-compasses used for dividing lines 
or angles, measuring or marking distances, 
etc. 

di-vine' /di'vam/ adj 1 of, from, or like God 
or a god: D~ Service, the public worship of 
God. 2 (informal) excellent; very beautiful: ~ 
weather. She looks ~ in that new dress. 
di-vine-ly adv 

di-vine? /di'vain/ vt,vi discover or learn 
(something) about future events, hidden 
things, etc by means not based on reason: fo~ 
what the future has in store. 

di-viner /di'vama(r)/ п [С] person who di- 
vines, esp one who claims to have the power of 
finding water, metal, etc by using a Y-shaped 
stick or rod (called a divining-rod). 

div-ing > dive. 

di-vin-ity /di'vinoti/ 2 1 [U] the quality of be- 
ing divine, © divine’: the ~ of Christ; [С] (pi 
-ies) divine being. 2 [U] the study of theology: 
a doctor of ~ (abbr = DD). 

di-vis-ible /di'vizabl/ adj that can be divided 
without remainder: 8 is ~ by 2. 

div-ision /di'vizn/ n 1 [U] dividing or being 
divided: the ~ of time into months, weeks and 
days; a simple problem in ~ (eg 50 +5). 2 К] 


divorce /do 180 


the effect of dividing; one of the parts into 

: which something is divided: /s that a fair ~ of 
the money? He plays in the Second D~ of the 
Football League. 3 [С] unit of two or more 
brigades. 4 [С] line that divides: А hedge forms 
the ~ between his land and mine.-5 [C] dis- 
agreement; separation in thought, feeling, etc: 
Agitators who stir up ~s in society are danger- 
ous. 6 [С] (in Parliament, etc) separation into 
-two groups for the counting of votes: The Bill 
was read for the second time withouta~. 

di-vorce’ /di'vo:s/ п 1 [U] legal ending of a 
marriage so that husband and wife are free to 
marry again; [С] instance of this: to sue for a 
~; to take/start ~ proceedings; to obtaina ~ 
(from...). 2 [С] ending of a connection or rela- 
tionship: the ~ between religion and science, as 
when science claims or seems to show that reli- 
gious beliefs are not true. 

di-vorce? /di'vo:s/ vt 1 put an end to a mar- 
riage by law: Did Mr Hill ~ his wife or did she 
~ him? 2 (fig) separate (things usually to- 
gether): What happens to the soul when it is ~d 
from the bedy? 
di-vor-cee /di,vo:'si:/, divorced person. 

di-vulge /dai'vald3/ vt make known (a se- 
cret). 

dizzy /'dizi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of a person) 
feeling as if everything were turning round, as 
if unable to balance; mentally confused. 2 (of 
places, conditions) causing such a feeling: a~ 
height. a vt (pt,pp -ied) make dizzy. 
diz-zily /-ali/ adv 
diz-zi-ness n[U] 

Чо! /4э strong form: du:/ auxiliary verb (1st 
person sing, present tense negative don't 
/daont/, 3rd person sing, present tense does 
/daz, daz/, negative doesn’t /'daznt/, pt did 
/did/, negative didn’t /'didnt/, pp done 
/dan/) 1 (used with the main verb) (a) for neg- 
ative sentences with not: He didn’t go. Don’t go 
yet. (b) for questions: Does| Did he want it? (с) 
(for emphasis): That's exactly what he ‘did say. 
2 (a) (used in comparisons): She plays the 
piano better now than she did (ie played) last 
year. (b) (used in question phrases): He lives 
in London, doesn’t he? (с) (used in answers, 
comments, etc): ‘Who broke the window? —‘I 
did? 

do? /du:/ vt,vi(For pronunciations, etc & do‘) 
(For uses with adverbial particles and preposi- 
tions > 14 below.) 1 perform, carry out (an 
action): What are you ~ing now? What does he 
~ for a living? What 1$ his job? J have nothing 
to ~. It’s easier said than done, easier to talk 
about than to do. do it yourself, (abbr 
DiY) (esp) do house decorating, etc oneself 
(instead of paying professional workers). 2 
(used with nouns in many senses) (a) produce; 
make: I have done (ie made) six copies. (b) 
work at; be busy with: She’s ~ing her knitting. 
(с) perform: D~ your duty. (9) study; learn: 
Are you ~ing science at school? (e) find the 
answer to: / can’t ~ this sum. (f) put in order; 


arrange: Go and ~ your hair. (9) clean, sweep, 
etc: Have you done (ie brushed) your teeth? (h) 
deal with, attend to: J have a lot.of correspon- 
dence to ~. (i) use, exert: ~ one’s best/all one 
can to help. 3 (as a pp) bring to an end; finish: 
It’s done. [ ve done it. A woman’s work is never 
done. 4 do (for), be satisfactory or conven- 
ient, enough: These shoes wont ~ for climb- 
ing. £5 will ~ as a deposit. make do, > 
make'(13). 5 be fitting, suitable, tolerable: 
This will never ~, cannot be accepted or al- 
lowed. П doesn’t ~ to be rude to your father. 6 
(informal) happen: He came to ask what was 
~ing, = being done, happening. 7 (a) get on 
well, badly, etc: Everything in the garden is 
~ing (= growing) well. He’s ~ing weil at 
school. (b) (esp of health) make progress: The 
patient is ~ing quite well. How do you do? 
(formula used when people are formally intro- 
duced). 8 complete (a journey); travel (a dis- 
tance); go (at acertain speed): How many miles 
a day did you ~? We did the journey in six 
hours. 9 play the part of: He does Hamlet well. 
10 cheat, swindle, get the better of: He once 
tried to ~ me out of my job. 11 (informal) see 
the sights of: Some tourists think they can ~ 
England in a fortnight. 12 cook in the right de- 
gree: How would you like your steak done? 13 
(with have) have to do with, be connected 
with: / know he behaves badly —It all has to~ 
with the way he was brought up. have sth/ 
nothing/not much/a great deal, etc to 
do with, be/not be connected or concerned 
with: Hard work had a great deal to ~ with (= 
contributed greatly to) his success. 

14 (uses with adverbial particles and preposi- 
tions): 

do away with, abolish, get rid of: That 
department was done away with two years ago. 
(be) hard done by, (be) treated unfairly: 
He complains that he has been hard done by. 

do for, (informal) (a) perform, esp domestic 
services for: Old Mrs Green has been ~ing for 
me since my wife died. (b) manage: What/ How 
will you ~ for water (= manage to have sup- 
plies of water) while you’re crossing the desert? 
(c) ruin; destroy; kill: The country’s done for, 
ruined. 

do sb т, (s/) kill him. be done in, exhaust- 


- ed: The horse was done in after the race. 


do sb out of sth, > 10 above. 

do sth out, sweep or clean out; put in order: 
This room needs ~ing out. 

do sb over, (informal) fight and hurt badly. 
do sth up, (a) restore, repair: The house 
needs to be done up|needs ~ing up, to be decor- 
ated. (b) change the shape of, put new trim- 
mings, ete on: She has been ~ing up her last 
summer’s clothes. (с) tie or wrap up; make in- 
to a bundle or parcel: Please ~ up these books 
and post them to Mr Smith. (d) fasten (cloth- 
ing) with buttons, hooks and eyes, etc: Please 
~ your coat up. (e) (ofa dress, etc) fasten with 
buttons, etc: This dress does up at the back. 
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do with, (a) (meanings as in the examples): 
-What did you ~ with my umbrella? Where did 
you put it, leave it, etc? What are we to ~ with 
(= How shall we deal with) this naughty boy? 
She didn’t know what to ~ with herself, how to 
occupy her time. (b) get on with; live or work 
with: J can’t ~ with him and his temper. (с) 
(with can, could) expressing a need or wish: 
You look as if you could ~ with (= as if you 
need) a good night’s sleep. 
do without, manage without: We shall have 
to ~ without a holiday this summer. 

do? /du:/ п [С] (p/ dos or do’s /du:z/) 1 (infor- 
mal) entertainment; party: We’re going toa big 
~ at the Green's this evening. 2 customs, rules: 
Some teachers have too many ~’s and don ts. 3 
fair do’s, (GB sl) (as an exclamation) Let’s 
be fair (eg in sharing something). 

doc:-tle /'dausail US: 'dpsal/ adj easily trained 
orcontrolled: a~ child/horse. 
do-cil-ity /dou'silati/ и [0] the quality of be- 
ing docile. 

dock' /dok/ 1 1 [С] place in a harbour, river, 
etc with gates through which water may be let 
in and out, where ships are (un)loaded or re- 
paired: to be in ~. 2 (pl) number or row of 
docks with the wharves, sheds, offices, etc 
round them. 
docker, dockyard labourer. 
'dock-yard, enclosure with docks and facili- 
ties for building and repairing ships. 

dock? /4оК/ vi,vt 1 (of a ship) come or go into 
a dock. 2 bring, take, (a ship) into a dock. 3 
join together (two or more spacecraft) in 
space. 

dock? /dpk/ п [С] enclosure in a criminal 
court for the prisoner: го be in the ~. 

dock? /dok/ vt (esp) make allowances, wages, 
supplies, less: to ~ a workman’s wages; to have 
one’s salary ~ed. 

docket /'dokit/ я [С] 1 summary of the con- 
tents of a letter, document, etc. 2 list of goods 
delivered, jobs done, etc. 3 label on a package 
listing the contents, or giving information 
about use, method of assembly, etc. а vt enter 
in or write on a docket. 

doc-tor /'dokta(r)/ п [С] 1 person who has 
received the highest university degree: D~ of 
Laws/ Divinity. 2 person who has been trained 
in medical science. > physician, surgeon. о 
vt 1 (informal) give medical treatment to: ~ a 
cold/a child. 2 (informal) neuter. 3 make (esp 
food, drink) inferior by adding something; 
add drugs to. 4 (fig) falsify accounts, evidence. 

doc-tor-ate /'doktarat/ п [С] doctor’s(1) 
degree. 

doc-tri-naire /,doktri'nea(r)/ adj theoretic- 
al; dogmatic: ~ teachers. 

doc-tri-nal /,dok'train! US: 'doktrinal/ adj 
of doctrine(s). 

doc-trine /'doktrin/ п [C,U] body of teach- 
ing; beliefs and teachings of a church, political 
party, school of scientists, etc: the ~ that the 
Pope 15 infallible. 


do/dog 


docu-ment /'dokjumoant/ п [С] something 
written or printed, to be used as a record or in 
evidence (eg birth, marriage and death certifi- 
cate). а vt prove by, supply with, documents: 
to be well ~ed. 
docu-men-ta-tion /,dokjomen'teifn/ n[U] 

docu-men-tary /,dokju'mentori/ adj con- 
sisting of documents: ~ proof/evidence. a п[С] 
(pl -ies) (also ~ film) film (non-fiction) des- 
cribing ideas, social topics, studies of the natu- 
ral world, science, etc. 

dod-der /'dpoda(r)/ vi (informal) walk, move, 
in a Shaky way, as from weakness or old age: 
to ~~ along. 
dod-derer, person who dodders. 
dod-der-ing (also dod-dery) adj weak, old 
or uncertain in movement. 

doddle /'dodl/ п (sing with a) (informal) 
something done very easily: /t wasa~. 

dodge' /4045/ п [С] 1 quick movement to 
avoid something. 2 (informal) trick: He’s up to 
all the ~s, knows them all. 3 (informal) clever 
way of doing something. 

dodge? /dod3/ v/,vi 1 move quickly to one 
side, change position or direction, in order to 
escape or avoid something: / ~d behind a tree 
so that he could not see me. 2 get round (diffi- 
culties), avoid (duties, etc) by cunning or 
trickery: to~ military service. 
dodger, artful or cunning person. 

dodgy /'dod31/ adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) 1 
artful. 2 involving risk or loss. 

doe /dau/ п [С] female fallow-deer, rabbit or 
hare. 

'doe skin, (esp) soft leather made from this 
Skin. 

doer /'du:a(r)/ n [C] person who does things 
(contrasted with persons who merely talk, 
etc): Не’5 a~, not a talker. (Note: also used in 
compounds, as in evil-~). 

does /daz/, doesn’t /'daznt/ D do’. 

Дод! /dog US: do:g/ n[C] 1 common domestic 
animal which barks of which there are many 
breeds; male of this animal and of the wolf and 
the fox. > bitch. go to the dogs, be ruined. 
lead a'dog’s life, be troubled all the time. 
lead sb а 'dog’s life, give him no peace; 
worry him all the time. /et sleeping dogs 
lie, leave something alone; not look for 
trouble. not stand (even) a ‘dog's 
chance, have no chance at all of beating a 
stronger enemy, surviving a disaster, etc. be 
‚бор 'dog, be in a position where one rules. 
be (the) ‘underdog, be in a position where 
One must always submit. 2 (informal) the ~s, 
greyhound race-meetings. 3 (informal) per- 
son: Не’5 adirty/sly/lucky ~. 

'dog-collar, (informal) clerical collar. 
'dog-eared, (of a book) having the corners 
of the pages turned down with use. 
'dog-fight, (s/) fight in which two or more 
aircraft are involved. 

'dog-fish, small kind of shark. 

'dog-house, (5/) disgrace or disfavour: be in 
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the ~house. 
'dog-like adj like or as of a dog, esp ~-like 
devotion, the kind of devotion given by a dog 
to its master. 
'dog paddie, simple swimming stroke in 
which the arms and legs are moved in short, 
quick splashing movements. 
'dogs-body, overworked person. 
doggy /'dog: US: 'do:g1/, (child’s word for a) 
dog. 

dog? /dvg US: do:g/ vt (-gg-) 1 keep close 
behind, in the footsteps of: ~ a suspected thief. 
2 (fig) follow: ~ged by misfortune. 

dog-ged /'dogid US: 'do:gad/ adj stubborn. 
dog-ged-ly adv 
dog-ged-ness и [0] 

dogma /'dpgmo US: 'do:g-/ п (pl ~s) 1 [С] 
belief, system of beliefs, put forward by some 
authority (esp the Church) to be accepted as 
true without question. 2 [U] such beliefs col- 
lectively. 

dog-matic /dog'mztik US: do:g-/ adj 1 put 
forward as dogmas: ~ theology. 2 (of a per- 
son) giving opinions as if they were dogmas, 
esp in an arrogant way; (of statements) put in 
this way. 
dog-mati-cally /-kli/ adv 

dog-ma-tism /'dogmoatizam US: 'do:g-/ п 
[9] (the quality of) being dogmatic: His ~ was 
unbearable. 

do-gooder /|,du:'guda(r)/ п [С] person who 
often works for charity, etc. 

do-ings /'du:inz/ n pl (informal) things done 
or being done: Tell me about all your ~ т Lon- 
don. 

dol-drums /'dvidramz/ и р/ in the dol- 
drums, (fig) miserable, depressed. 

dole /doul/ vt dole (out), distribute food, 
money, etc in small amounts (eg to poor 
people). ол [С] 1 something distributed. 2 (in- 
formal) weekly payment from the State to an 
unemployed worker. be/go on the dole, 
receive/begin to receive such payments. 

dole-ful /'doulfl/ adj miserable, depressed. 
dole-fully /-fali/ adv 

doll’ /dol/ п [С] 1 model of a baby or person, 
usually for a child to play with. 2 (dated sl) 
pretty but empty-headed girl or woman. 

doll? /dol/ vi,vi (informal) dress (oneself) up 
smartly: She was all ~ed up for the party. 

dol-lar /'dola(r)/ п [С] unit of money (symbol 
$) in the US, Canada, Australia and other 
countries. 

dol-lop /'dolop/ n [С] (informal) shapeless 
quantity of food, etc: a~ of ice-cream. 

dolly /'doli/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 child’s word for a 
doll. 2 small wheeled frame or platform for 
moving heavy objects; mobile platform for a 
heavy camera. 

dol-phin /'dplfin/ п [С] sea-animal like a por- 

poise. 

dolt [doult/ n[C] stupid person. 

-dom |-dom/ suffix (used to form a noun) 1 
condition, state: boredom; freedom. 2 domain: 
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kingdom. 

do-main /dovu'mein/ и [С] (formal) 1 lands 
under the rule of a government, ruler, etc. 2 
(fig) area or topic of thought, knowledge, ac- 
tivity: in the ~ of science. 

dome /4э0т/ п [С] rounded roof with a cir- 
cular base; something shaped like a dome: the 
rounded ~ (= summit) of a hill. 
domed adj rounded: а man with а ~d 
forehead. 

do-mes-tic /da'mestik/ adj 1 of the home. 
family, household: He has had a good many ~ 
troubles. 2 not foreign: native; of one’s own 
country: This newspaper provides more foreign 
news than ~ news. 3 (of animals, etc) kept by. 
living with, man: Horses, cows and sheep are ~ 
animals. & wild. оп [С] person who is ет- 
ployed in household work. 

do-mes-ti-cate /do'mestikeit/ vz 1 make 
able to do, interested in, household work and 
duties: She’s not at all ~d, is not good at cook- 
ing, housekeeping, etc. 2 tame (animals). 
do-mes-ti-ca-tion /do,mesti'keifn/ и [U] 

do-mes-tic-ity /,dsume'stisati/ и [0] home 
or family life. 

domi-cile /'domisail/ и [С] (formal) home; 
(legal) place where a person lives permanent- 
ly. 

domi-nance /'dpminans/ и [U] being domi- 
nant. 

domi-nant /'dpmmont/ adj 1 having control 
or authority; dominating; most important or 
influential: the ~ partner in a business. 2 (of 
heights) overlooking others: a~ cliff. 
domi-nant.ly adv 

domi-nate /'domineit/ vt,vi 1 have control, 
authority or influence: The strong usually ~ 
(over) the weak. Mary ~d the conversation. 2 
(of a place, esp a height) overlook: The whole 
valley is ~d by this mountain. 
domi-na-tion /,dpmi'neifn/ 1 {[U] 

domi-neer /,dpmi'nia(r)/ vi act, speak. in a 
dominating manner; be overbearing: Big boy 5 
sometimes ~ over their small sisters. 
domi-neer-ing adj: He’s a very ~ing man. 

Dom-ini-can /da'minikan/ adj of St Domin- 
ic /АртныК/ (1170—1221, a Spanish priest) 
or the order of friars he founded in 1212, un- 
der vows of poverty and chastity. ся [С J one 
of these friars. 

do-min-ion /do'minion/ и 1 [U] authority to 
rule; control (over). 2 [C] territory of a 
sovereign government. 3 [C] one of the self- 
governing territories of the British Common- 
wealth of Nations: the D~ of Canada. 

dom-ino /'dpminau/ п [С] (p/ ~es ог ~s) 1 
small, flat, oblong piece of wood or bone, 
marked with spots. 2 (p/) (used with a sing 
verb) game played with 28 of these. 

do-nate /dou'neit US: 'douneit/ vt give (eg 
money, to acharity, etc); contribute. 
do-na-tion /dou'neifn/ п [U] giving; [С] 
something given: donations to the refugee fund. 

done /dan/ > Чо". 
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don-key /'doyki/ п [C] (р! ~s) (the usual 
word for an) ass. 
idonkey-work, work needing great (physic- 
al) effort. 

do-nor /'dauna(r)/ п [С] person who gives 
something: a 'blood ~, person who gives his 
own blood for transfusion. 

don’t /deont/ 1 = do not. © do'.2 © 
do*(2). 

doodle /‘du:di/ vi, п [С] (informal) (make a) 
meaningless scrawl or scribble. 

doom! /du:m/ и (U] ruin; death; something 
evil that is to come: to senda man to his ~. 

doom)? /du:m/ vf condemn (esp used as а рр): 
~ed to failure. 

Dooms-day /'du:mzdei/ п the day of Judge- 
ment; end of the world. from now until 
Doomsday. for ever. 

door /do:(r)/ п [С] 1 that which closes the en- 
trance to a building, room, cupboard, etc: The 
~ opened|was opened and aman came out. lay 
sth at sb‘s door, say that he is responsible 
for it. next door, (in, to) the next house: Гт 
going next ~ to see Mrs Jones. We're next-~ 
neighbours. out of doors, in the open air: 
It's cold out of ~s so put an overcoat оп. at 
death's door, dying. 2 (fig) means of ob- 
taining or approaching something: a ~ fo suc- 
cess. 

'door-bell, bell operated by a button, etc 
used by somebody outside a building to call 
somebody who is inside. 

'door-keeper, person on duty or on guard at 
a door or other entrance. 

'door-man, uniformed attendant at the en- 
trance to a hotel, cinema, etc. 

'door-mat, rough mat by a door on which 
shoes may be wiped. 

‘door-step, step in front of a door. 
'door-stopper, heavy object placed in a 
doorway to prevent the door from closing. 
;door-to-door, visiting homes (eg to sell 
something): a ~-to-~ ‘salesman. 

'door-way, opening into which a door fits: 
Standing in the ~~way. 

dope /daup/ п [U] 1 (informal) harmful drug 
(eg opium). 2 (s/) information (eg on the prob- 
able winners at a race meeting). а vf give 
dope(1) to. 
dopey, dopy /'daupi/ adj (s/) (a) half asleep. 
(b) (as if) drugged. (c) stupid. 

dor-mant /'do:mont/ adj in a state of inactiv- 
ity but awaiting development or activity: а ~ 
volcano. . 

dor-mi-tory /'do:mitri US: -to:n/ п [С] (pl! 
-ies) room for sleeping, with several beds, esp 
in a school or institution. 

dor-mouse /'do:maus/ п [С] (р/ dormice 
{'do:mais/) small animal (like a mouse) that 
sleeps during cold weather in winter. 

dor-sal /45:5!/ adj of, оп, near, 
back (1,2): the ~ fin, eg ofa shark. 

dos-age /'dousid3/ п [9] giving of medicines 
in doses; [С] quantity ofa single dose. - 


the 


donkey/double 


dose /daus/ п [С] 1 amount (of medicine) to 
be taken at one time: The bottle contains six 
~s. 2 (informal, fig) something given or taken: 
give hera~ of her own medicine, behave as she 
does, etc. о vf give dose(s) to: to ~ oneself with 
aspirin. 

doss /405$/ vi (GB 5/) doss down, make а 
(cheap) temporary bed and go to sleep. 
'doss-house, cheap place to sleep. 

dos-sier /'dosier US: 'do:s-/ п [С] set of 
papers giving information about a person or 
event, esp a personal record. 

dot /dot/ 2 [C]1 small round mark (as over the 
letters iand j); decimal point. on the dot, (in- 
formal) at the exact time (stated): Be back by 
six o'clock on the ~. 2 thing like a dot in ap- 
pearance: We watched the ship until it was a 
mere ~ оп the-horizon.o vt (-tt-) 1 mark witha 
dot. 2 make with, cover with, dots: a ~ted line, 
eg on a document, for a signature. dotted 
about, scattered here and there. 

do-tage /'doutid3/ п [U] weakness of mind 
caused by old age: He’s in his ~, ts becoming 
unable to remember, notice, things. 

dote /dout/ vi show much or too much fond- 
ness: She ~s on her grandson. He’s a doting (= 
very loving) husband. 

dotty /‘doti/ adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) 1 mad; 
idiotic; eccentric. 2 in love with: Гт ~ about 
her. 

double’ /'dab!/ adj 1 twice as much, large, 
good, etc: His income is ~ what it was two 
years ago. 2 having two like things or parts: a 
railway with a ~ track; a man with а ~ chin, 
with a fold of loose flesh below the chin. 3 
made for two persons or things: a ~ bed. 4 
combining two things, qualities, etc: a piece of 
furniture that serves a ~~ purpose, eg one that is 
a settee and can be opened out to make a bed. 
;double-'barrelled adj (a) (of a gun) having 
two barrels. (b) (fig) of acompliment, etc am- 
biguous. (c) (ofa surname) hyphened. 
;double-'bass, largest and lowest-pitched 
musical instrument in the violin family. 
;double-'breasted adj (of a coat or waist- 
coat) made so as to overlap across the front of 
the body. 
;double-'check vt check?(1) twice in order 
to be certain. 
Jouble-'cross vt (informal) cheat or betray 
(each of two parties, usually by pretended sup- 
port for both). оп [С] act of this kind. 
;double-'dealer, person who says one thing 
and means another. 
,double-‘dealing n, adj deccit(ful) (esp in 
business). 
;double-'decker, © -decker. 
;,double-'Dutch, (informal) (of speech) un- 
able to be understood. 
double ‘figures, any number from 10 to 99 
inclusive. 
,doubie-'first, a first-class honours degree 
in two principal subjects gained at the same 
time. 


double/down 


;double-'glazing, two pieces of glass in a 
window (to reduce heat loss, sound). 
;double-'jointed adj having joints that al- 
low the fingers (or arms, legs) to move or bend 
in unusual ways. 
;double-'quick adj, adv very quick(ly): т 
y~-quick 'time. 
'double-talk, kind of talk that really means 
the opposite of, or something quite different 
from, what it seems to mean. 

double? /'dabl/ adv 1 twice (as much): Many 
things now cost ~ what they did a year ago. 2 т 
twos, in pairs or couples. see double, see 
two things when there is only one. 

double? /'dabl/ п [С] 1 twice the quantity: 
Ten is the ~ of five. 2 person or thing that 
looks exactly, or almost exactly, like another: 
She’s the ~ of her sister. 3 slow run (about 
twice as fast as ordinary walking): The troops 
advanced at the ~. 4 game (eg tennis) played 
with two on each side: mixed ~s, a man and 
woman against another man and woman. 

double’ /'dabl/ уг, 1 make or become twice 
as great: 10 ~ one’s income. 2 bend or fold in 
two: If you are cold, ~ the blanket (over). 3 
turn back sharply (when running to escape): 
The fox ~d (back) on its tracks. 4 double 
back, turn or fold back. double up, (a) fold 
(something) up: He ~d up his legs and kicked 
out, eg when swimming. (b) be capable of 
folding up or rolling up: This carpet is too 
thick to ~ up. (с) (of persons) (cause to) bend 
the body with pain or in helpless laughter: The 
stone struck him in the stomach and ~d him up. 
He ~d up with laughter. 5 (of an actor) act two 
parts in the same play: He’s doubling the parts 
of a servant and а farm worker. 

doub-let /'dablit/ п [С] type of close-fitting 
jacket, worn by men (about 1400— 1600). 

doubly /'dabli/ adv to twice the extent or 
amount: to be ~ carefull/sure. (Note: used be- 
fore an adjective.) | 

doubt! /daut/ п [U] uncertainty of thought; 
[С] feeling of uncertainty; uncertain state of 
things: J have no ~ that you will succeed[no ~ 
of your ability. There is no ~ about it, It is cer- 
tain. When in ~ (= uncertain) about the mean- 
ing of a word, consult a dictionary. throw/ 
cast doubt on, suggest that it is not true or 
reliable. no doubt, (a) certainly. (b) (infor- 
mal) very probably: He meant to help, по ~, 
but in fact he forgot to come. 

doubt? /daut/ угу feel doubt about; question 
the truth of: You cannot ~ your own existence. 
Do you ~ my word, think I am not telling the 
truth? J] ~ whether he will come. 

doubt-ful /'dautfl/ adj feeling doubt; caus- 
ing doubt: / am/feel ~ (about) what I ought to 
do. The future|weather looks very ~. 
doubt-fully /-fali/ adv 

doubt-less /'dautlis/ adv 1 without doubt. 2 
(informal) very probably. 

dough /4э0/ п [U] 1 mixture of flour, water, 
etc in a paste (for making bread, pastry, etc). 2 
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(s/) money. 
'dough-nut, piece of sweetened dough 
cooked in deep fat. 


doughy adj of or like dough; soft. 

dour /409(г)/ adj gloomy; severe; stern: ~ 
looks|silence. 
dour.ly adv 

douse, dowse /davus/ vi 1 put into water; 
throw water over. 2 (informal) put out (a 
light). 

dove /dav/ п [C]1 kind of pigeon; symbol of 
peace. 2 (informal) member of a group pro- 
moting peace. & Вамик' (2). 
'dove-cote, small shelter or house with 
nesting-boxes for doves. 

dove-tail /'davteil/ п [С] joint for two pieces 
of wood. с vt,vi 1 join together with these 
joints. 2 (fig) fit (together): My plans ~ed with 
his. 

dowa-ger /'dauid3a(r)/ п [С] woman with 
property or a title from her dead husband: the 
~ duchess. 

dowdy /'daudi/ adj (-ier, -iest) (of clothes, 
etc) shabby or unfashionable; (of a person) 
dressed in such clothes. 
dow .dily /-ali/ adv 
dow-di-ness и [0] 

doweil /'daval/ я [С] pin ог peg for keeping 
two pieces of wood, metal, etc together. 

down!’ /daun/ п [U] 1 first, soft feathers of 
young birds; soft feathers of birds (as used for 
pillows and cushions). 2 similar fine soft hair, 
eg ona boy’s face, on some fruit. | 

down? /4аоп/ adverbial particle 1 (used with 
verbs of motion) (a) from a high(er) level to a 
low(er) level: The sun went ~. If you can’t jump 
~, climb ~. Some kinds of food go ~ (= can 
be swallowed) more easily than others. (b) 
from an upright position to a horizontal posi- 
tion: He was knocked ~ by а bus. If you're 
tired, go and lie ~. 2 (used with verbs of 
change of position but not because of move- 
ment in space) to or in a lower position or 
direction: Sit ~, please. The tall man bent ~ to 
speak to me. 3 (used with verbs of position or 
station): Mary isn’t ~ yet, is not yet dressed 
and downstairs. We can't use the tele- 
phone—the lines are ail ~, on the ground, eg 
after a storm. 4 from a more important place 
to a less important place; from an inland place 
to the coast; from the university: We went ~ to 
Brighton (eg from London) for the weekend. 
The Bill was sent ~ (from the House of Lords) 
to the House of Commons. He has been sent ~, 
expelled from the University for misbehaving, 
etc. 5 (used with verbs to show reduction to a 
smaller volume, a lower degree, a state of less 
activity, etc): The heels of my shoes have worn 
~. The wind died ~. One of the back tyres is~, 
is flat or getting flat. The temperature has gone 
~. The price of fruit is ~. The factory was 
closed ~ (= Work stopped) because of the 
steel shortage. 6 (used with teference, to writ- 
ing): to write something ~; Put те ~/ Put my 
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name ~ for 50р, eg as willing to give this 
amount. 7 from an earlier time (to a later 
time): the history of Europe ~ to 1914. 8 in- 
cluding the lower limit in a series: everyone, 
from the Director ~. Down with, Let us be 
rid of: D~ with grammar! down under, (in- 
formal) in the other side of the world. be 
down and out, (informal) (a) (boxing) be 
knocked out, unable to resume the fight. (b) 
(fig) be unemployed and without money. get 
down to sth, start work, etc in real earnest. 
be down т the dumps/mouth, (infor- 
mal) be sad; depressed. be down on one’s 
luck, (informal) having suffered misfortune. 
come down in the world, move to a lower 
social position. 

;\down-to-'earth, concerned with realities; 
practical (contrasted with impractical, vague, 
idealistic): He’s a~-to-earth sort of man. 

down? /daun/ prep 1 from a high(er) to a 
low(er) level: to run ~ a hill. The tears ran ~ 
her face. 2 at a lower part of: Oxford is farther 
~ the river. 3 along (not necessarily with refer- 
ence to a lower level): / was walking ~ the 
street. 4 (of time) from a farther to a nearer 
period: ~ the ages. 

down’ /4аоп/ vt (informal) bring, put, 
knock, down: to ~ a glass of beer, drink it. 
down tools, (of workers) go on strike. | 

down? /daun/ 1 ups and downs, changes 
in fortune, prosperity, etc: have one’s ups and 
~s. have a'downon sb, feel angry, critical, 
towards him. 

down-beat /'daunbi:t/ м [С] first beat of a 
bar in music (when the conductor’s hand 
moves down). 

down-.cast /'daunka:st US: -kest/ adj 1 (of 
a person) depressed; discouraged; sad. 2 (of 
eyes) looking downwards. 

down-fall /'daunfo:l/ п [С] 1 heavy fall (of 
rain, etc). 2 (fig) ruin; fall from fortune or 
power: His ~ was caused by gambling and 
drink. 

down-grade /,daun'greid/ vt reduce to a 
lower grade or rank. 

down-hearted /,dauntha:tid/ adj sad; 
depressed. 

down-hiil /,daon'hil/ adv in a downward 
direction. go downhill, (fiz) go from bad to 
worse (in health, fortune, etc). 

down-pour /'daonps:(r)/ л [С] heavy fail of 
rain. 

downright /'daonrait/ adj 1 honest; frank: 
He is a~ sort of person. 2 thorough; nothing 
less than: It’s а ~ lie. a adv thoroughly: He 
was ~ rude. 

downs /daunz/_n pi expanse of low hills, esp 
the chalk hills of S England: Walking on the 
North/South D~ws. 

down:stairs /,daun'steaz/ adv 1 to, at, on, 
of, a lower floor; down the stairs: Our neigh- 
bours ~ (= on the lower floor) are very noisy. 
Your brother is waiting ~. 2 (often without the 
final s),used as an adjective: the ~(s) rooms. 
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down-town /'dauntaon/ adj, adv (esp US) 
towards or in the centre of a town or city: ~ 
New York; gor. 

down-trod-den /'dauntrodn/ adj kept 
down and treated badly. 

down.-ward /'daunwad/ adj moving, lead- 
ing, going, pointing, to what is lower: a ~ 
slope; prices witha ~ tendency. 

down-wards /'daonwadz/ adv towards 
what is lower: He laid the picture face '~s (= 
with the picture facing the table) on the table. 

dowry /'davsri/ п [С] (р! -ies) property, 
money, brought by a bride to her husband. 

dowse /daus/ vt > douse. 

doze /4э02/ vi sleep lightly; be half asleep: He 
was dozing during the sermon. a п [C] short, 
light sleep. 

dozen /'dazn/ n (p/ unchanged) twelve: Eggs 
are 5O0pa~. I want three ~ of these. dozens 
of, a large number of: [ve been there ~s of 
times. 

drab /dreb/ adj (fig) dull; uninteresting; 
‘monotonous: ~ colours; a~ existence. 
drab.ly adv 

drab-ness л [0] 

га Е! /dra:ft US: dreft/ п [С] 1 outline (usu- 
ally in the form of rough notes or drawing) of 
something to be done: a ~ for a speech; a~ 
design. 2 written order for payment of money 
by a bank; drawing of money by means of 
such an order: a ~ for £500 on London, eg one 
written by a Paris bank on its London branch. 
Hence, 'bank-draft n[C].3 (US) = draught. 
4 group of men selected to do something esp 
to serve in the armed forces. 

draft? /dra:ft US: dreft/ vt make a draft(1) 
of: to~ а speech. 2 select (a man) for the arm- 
ed forces. | 
draft-ing, the act, method, of drafting. 

drafts-man /‘dra:ftsman US: 'drefts-/ n [С] 
1 person who prepares drafts(1), esp in en- 
gineering and architecture. 2 person respons- 
ible for the careful and exact wording of a 
legal document, or a (clause in a) parliamen- 
tary bill. 

drafty /'dra:fti US: 'drefti/ adj (US) = 
draughty. 

drag' /dreg/ n 1 [C] something that is 
dragged, eg a net pulled over the bottom of a 
river to catch fish. 2 [C] (informal) person or 
thing that slows down progress because dull, 
etc: Do we have to take your sister with us? 
She’s such a ~. © drag?(3). 3 [U] (s) 
woman’s clothes worn by a man: ‘As you Like 
[Г performed in ~, with the women’s parts act- 
ed by men dressed as women. 4 [C] (s/) puff at 
a Cigarette or cigar. 

drag? /dreg/ vt,vi (-gg-) 1 pull along (esp 
with effort and difficulty): to ~ a heavy box 
out of a cupboard. 2 (allow to) move slowly 
and with effort; (allow to) trail: He could 
scarcely ~ himself along. drag one’s feet, 
(fig) make slow progress: We suspect the 
Government of ~ging their feet. 3 (of time, 


dragon /draw 


work, an entertainment) go on slowly ша dull 
manner: Time seemed to ~. 4 use nets, tools, 
etc to search the bottom of a river, lake, etc: 
They ~ged the river for the missing child. 

dragon /‘4гедэп/ п [С] 1 fictional creature 
like a crocodile or snake, but with wings and 
claws, able to breathe out fire. 2 elderly, strict 
woman. 

drag-on-fly /'dregonflai/ n [С] (p/ -flies) 
insect with a body like a stick and two pairs of 
large wings. 

drain’ /дгет/ и [С] 1 pipe, channel, etc for 
carrying away water, sewage and other un- 
wanted liquids; (p/) system of such pipes, etc: 
There's a bad smell; something wrong with the 
~s, [ suppose. 2 (fig) something that continu- 
ally uses up force, time, wealth, etc; cause of 
weakening or loss: Defence costs have been a 
great ~ on the country’s resources. & brain 
drain. 
'drain-pipe, pipe used ina system of drains. 

drain? /drein/ vt,vi 1 drain away/off, (of 
liquid) (cause to) run or flow away: The water 
will soon ~ awayloff. 2 (of land, crockery etc) 
make, become, dry as water flows away: Land 
must be well ~ed for some crops. Leave the 
dishes to ~. 3 (fig) (cause to) lose (strength, 
wealth, etc) by degrees: The country was ~ed 
of its manpower and wealth by war. 
'drain-ing-board, board at the side of a 
sink, on which dishes, etc are placed to drain. 

drain-age /'dreinid3/ и [0] 1 draining or be- 
ing drained. 2 system of drains(1). 3 that 
which is drained away or off. 

drake /dreik/ и [С] male duck. 

dram /drem/ и [С] 1 unit of weight. 2 (Scor) 
small drink of alcoholic spirits: Не’5 fond о] а 
~,eg of whisky. 

drama /'dra:ma/ п 1 [С] play for the theatre, 
radio or TV; [U] composition, presentation 
and performance of such plays: a student of 
(the) ~; to be interested in ~. 2[C,U] series of 
exciting or disturbing events. 

dra-matic /dro'metik/ adj 1 of drama(1): ~ 
performances|criticism. 2 sudden or exciting: 
~~ changes in the international situation. 3 (of a 
person, his speech, behaviour) showing feel- 
ings or character т a lively way. 
dra-mati-cally /-kli/ adv 
dra-mat-ics, (a) dramatic works or perfor- 
mances: Are you interested in amateur ~s? (b) 
(informal) hysterical, excited behaviour. 

drama-tist /'dremotist/ и [С] writer of 
plays. 

drama-tize (also -ise) /'dremataiz/ у! 1 put 
a story, novel, etc into the form of a drama. 2 
(informal) exaggerate, esp to cause excite- 
ment. 
drama-tiz-ation (also 
|,dremotai'zeifn US: -t'z-/ п [СЧ] 

drank /drenk/ pt of drink?. 

drape /dreip/ vt 1 hang curtains, cloth, a 
cloak or other clothing round or over some- 
thing: to ~ а coat over a chair. 2 drape with, 


-isation) 
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cover or decorate: walls ~d with flags. 3 allow 
to rest loosely: He ~d his legs over the arms of 
his chair. on(C](US) curtain. 

dra-per /'dreipa(r)/ п [С] (GB) shopkeeper 
who sells cloth, linen, clothing, etc. 

dra-pery, materials used for making clothes, 
curtains, etc. 

dras-tic /'drestik/ adj (of actions, methods, 
medicines) having a strong or violent effect: ~ 
measures to cure inflation|an illness. 
dras-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

draught (US = draft) /dra:ft US: dreft/ п 
1 [C,U] current of air in a room, chimney or 
other enclosed place: You'll catch cold if you 
sitina~. 2[C] the pulling in of a two metres. 3 
[U] depth of water needed to float a ship: a 
ship with a ~ of two metres. 4 [U] drawing of 
liquid from a container (eg a barrel): ~ beer. 5 
(amount drunk during) one continuous pro- 
cess of swallowing: a ~ of water. 6 (of ani- 
mals) used for pulling: a '~-horse, one that 
pulls heavy loads, 7 (p/) (US = checkers) 
board game for two players using twenty-four 
round pieces (called '~s(men)). в vt = draft?. 
draughts-man /'dra:ftsmon US: 'dre-/, (a) 
= draftsman. (b) > 7 above. 

draughty (US = drafty) /'dra:fti US: 
'drefti/ adj (-ier, -iest) with draughts(1) 
blowing through: a~ room. 

draw’ /dro:/ и [С] 1 the act of drawing (in 
various senses): the ~ for the fourth round of 
the tennis tournament. The game ended ina~, 
neither side won. 2 person or thing that at- 
tracts attention: Mr A is always a great ~ at 
political meetings, is a popular speaker. > 
draw?(6). 3 be quick/slow on the draw, 
quick/slow at pulling out a gun, etc. 

draw?’ /dro:/ vt,vi (pt drew /dru:/, pp ~n 
/dro:n/) (For uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions г> 17 below.) 1 move by pulling: 
10 ~ a boat (up) out of the waterjon to the 
beach; to ~ one’s chair up to the table; to ~ a 
person aside, eg to speak to him; to ~ a curtain 
across a window. The fisherman drew in his net. 
When vou shoot an arrow, you~ the bow, bend 
it by pulling the string. & bow'(1). 2 (esp) 
move by pulling after or behind: The wagon 
was being ~n by two horses. > draught(6). 3 
take or get out by pulling; extract. to ~ а cork. 
out of a bottle; to ~ nails from a plank/a sword 
from its sheath; to ~ a chicken, remove the en- 
trails before cooking it; to ~ cards from a 
pack; to ~ for partners, eg when about to play 
a card-game, do this to decide the partners; to 
~ the winner, get the winning ticket, etc when 
gambling; to ~ a gun (on a person), take it 
from its holster, ready for use. draw a 
blank, find nothing. draw Jots,.& lot?(1). 
4 (of gloves) pull on/off. 5 obtain from a 
source: to ~ water froma well; to ~~ beer from 
a barrel; to ~ one’s salary; to ~ money from 
the bank|from one’s account; to ~ inspiration 
from nature. What moral are we to ~ from this 
story? 6 attract: Street accidents always ~ 
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crowds. He drew (= called) my attention to a 
point I had overlooked. 7 take in: to ~ a deep 
breath. 8 (of achimney, etc) allow a current of 
air to flow through: This chimney/cigar does 
not ~ well. 9 cause, persuade, (a person) to 
talk, show his feelings, etc: He was not to be 
~n, He refused to say anything about the mat- 
ter. 10 (cause to) move; come (in the direction 
shown by the adverb, etc): Christmas is ~ing 
near. The day drew to its close. The two ships 
drew level. 11 make with а pen, pencil, chalk, 
etc; (fig) describe in words: to ~ а picture/a 
straight linefa circle. The characters in Jane 
Austen’s novels are well ~n. draw the line 
(at), set limits; refuse to go as far as or be- 
yond: This noisy behaviour cannot be allowed; 
we must ~ the line somewhere. 12 write out: to 
~ а billlcheque/order (on a banker, etc, for a 
sum of money). 13 (of a ship) require (a cer- 
tain depth of water) in order_to float, © 
draught(3): The ship ~s six metres of water. 
14 end (a game, etc) without either winning or 
losing: The teams drew two all, ie 2-2. 15 ex- 
tract the essence of: Let the tea ~ for three 
minutes. 16 (usually in pp) (of the features) 
pull out of shape: a face ~n with pain/anxiety. 
17 (uses with adverbial particles and preposi- 
tions): 

draw away, go ahead of: The horse quickly 
drew away from the others. 

draw back, (a) move away from: He drew 

_back in horror from the accident. (b) (fig) 
show unwillingness: ~ back from a proposal. 
> drawback. 

draw in, (a) (of a particular day) reach its 
end. (b) (of daylight) become shorter: the 
days begin to ~~ in after midsummer. 

draw on, take or use as a source: Journalists 
sometimes ~ on their imaginations for stories. 
We mustn't ~ оп our savings. 

draw out, (a) (of days) become longer: 
After Christmas the days began to ~ out. (b) 
persuade (a person) to talk, show feelings: He 
has many interesting stories if you can ~~ him 
out. (©) (cause to) become longer: a ‘long-~- 
out discussion. 

draw up, (a) write out: ~ up а contract. (b) 
(cause to) come near to: The taxi drew up at the 
station. (c) draw oneself up, stand up 
straight: He drew himself up to his full height. 

draw-back /'dro:bek/ п [С] something 
‘which lessens one’s satisfaction or makes pro- 
gress or success less easy. 

draw: bridge /‘dro:brid3/ п [С] bridge that 
can be pulled up at the end(s) by chains (eg 
across the moat of a castle, or across a river or 
canal to allow ships to pass). 

drawer /4го:(г)/ п [С] 1 box-like container 
(with a handle or handles) which slides in and 
out of a piece of furniture, etc. > chest of 
drawers. 2 (pl) old-fashioned two-legged un- 
derwear for the lower part of the body; 
knickers. 3 (usually /'dro:a(r)/) person who 
draws pictures, who cashes a cheque, etc. 


draw: ing /'dro:n/ я [9] the art of represent- 
ing objects, scenes, etc by lines, with a pencil, 
chalk, etc; [С] sketch, picture, plan, etc. 
'drawing-board, flat board on which to fas- 
ten paper for drawing: still on the ~-board, 
(fig) in the planning stage. 
'drawing-pin, flat-headed pin for fastening 
paper to a notice-board, etc. 

draw:ing-room /'droun rom US: гала] и 
[С] room in which guests are received. 

drawl /dro:l/ vi,vt speak so that the sounds of 
the vowels are longer than usual: The speaker 
~edon.an[U]slow way of speaking. 

drawn /dro:n/ pp of draw”. © esp 2, 9, 11 
and 16. 

dread /dred/ п [U] (or with a) great fear and 
anxiety: to live in constant ~ of poverty. Cats 
have а ~ of water. а vt,vi fear greatly: to ~ a 
visit to|~ having to visit the dentist. 
dreaded adj greatly feared. 
dread-ful /-fl/ adj (a) causing anxiety: а ~ful 
disaster. (Ъ) (informal) very unpleasant: What 
~ful weather! 
dread-fully /-fal:/ adv (esp) (informal) ex- 
tremely: Ги ~fully sorry! | 

dream! /dri:m/ я (С] 1 something which one 
seems to see or experience during sleep: to have 
a~ (about ...); to awake froma ~. 2 state of 
mind in which things going on around one 
seem unreal: to live/go about ina ~. 3 menta! 
picture(s) of the future: to have ~s of wealth 
and happiness. 4 beautiful or pleasing person, 
thing, experience, etc: She looked a perfect ~. 
go like a dream, (of acar, etc) perform well. 
'Чгеат ап /-мио Я, region outside the 
laws of nature, as experienced in sleep or in the 
imagination. 
dream-less adj 
dream-like adj 

dream? /dri:m/ vi,vt (pt,pp ~ed ог ~t 
/drempt/) 1 have dreams; see, experience, ina 
dream; imagine; suppose: The soldier often ~t 
ofjabout home. 1 wouldn't ~ of doing such a 
thing, The idea would never occur to me. 2 ~ 
away one’s time|the hours, etc, pass one’s time 
idly. 3 dream sth up, (informal) imagine, 
think up (a plan, etc). 
dreamer, (a) person who dreams. (6) per- 
son with impractical ideas, plans, etc. 

dreamy /'dri:m:/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of a per- 
son) with thoughts far away from his sur- 
-roundings or work. 2 (of things, experiences) 
vague; unreal: a ~ recollection of what hap- 
pened. 
dream. ily /-ali/ adv 

dreary /'driort/ adj (-ier, -iest) dull; gloomy; 
causing depression: ~ work/weather. 
drear-ily /-ali/ аду 

dredge’ /dred3/ п [С] apparatus for bringing 
up mud, specimens, etc from the bed of the 
sea, rivers, etc. п vt,vi bring up, clean, clear: to 
~ (up) mud; to~ achannellharbour. 
dredger, boat carrying a dredge. 

dredge? /dred3/ vt sprinkle or scatter: to ~ 


dregs /drink 


_ sugar over acake. 

dredger, box with holes in the lid for 
sprinkling sugar, etc on food. 

dregs /dregz/ п p/1 bits of worthless matter 
which sink to the bottom of liquid in a glass, 
bottle, barrel, etc. 2 (fig) worst or useless part: 
the ~ of society/humanity. 
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side of the mouth): Babies often ~ on their 
bibs. 2 (football) take (the ball) forward by 


° means of quick, short kicks. 


drib-bler, person who dribbles. 
dried /draid/ pt.pp of dry’. 
drier /‘draia(r)/ adj > dry’.on © dryer. 
drift’ /drift/ 1 [9] drifting movement; being 


drench /drentf/ vt make wet all over or all 
through: to Бе ~ed with rain|~ed to the skin. 
drench-ing, thorough wetting: We got a 
~ ing. 

dress' /dres/ 1 [С] article of clothing with a 
top part and skirt, worn by a woman or girl. 2 
[U] clothing in general (for both men and 
women): He doesn’t care much about ~, is not 
much interested in clothes. > evening dress. 
dress circle, lowest gallery in a theatre. 
'dress coat, black coat with long tails worn 
by men for formal evenings. 
'dress-maker, woman who makes dresses. 
'dress rehearsal, final rehearsal of a play, 
at which actors wear the costumes to be worn 
during the performances. 

dress? /dres/ vi,vi 1 put on (clothes): Mary 
was ~ing hef doll. Jim isn’t old enough to ~ 
himself. Have you finished ~ing? dress up, 
put on special clothes, as for a play, for fun, 
etc: The children ~ed (themselves) up as pir- 
ates. 2 put on evening dress: We don’t ~ for 
dinner nowadays. 3 (of what is habitual) wear 
clothes: He has to ~ well in his position. be 
dressed in, be wearing: She was ~ed in 
white. 4 provide clothes for: How much does it 
cost him to ~ his wife and daughters? 5 make 
ready to use; prepare: to ~ leather, make it 
soft and smooth; to ~ a salad, г> dressing(3). 
6 brush and comb, arrange (one’s hair). 
dress sb down, (fig) scold him severely. 
Hence, ,dressing-'down n [С]. 7 clean and 
bandage a wound, etc. 8 make cheerful and at- 
tractive: to ~~ а shop-window]Christmas tree. 

dress-age /'dresa:3/ и [U] (Fr) training of 
horses (for show-jumping, etc). 

dresser’ /'dresa(r)/ и [С] 1 person who helps 
a surgeon to dress wounds in a hospital. 2 per- 
son who helps actors and actresses to dress 
ready for the stage. 

dresSer? /'dreso(r)/ п [С] 1 piece of kitchen 
furniture with shelves for dishes, and cup- 
boards below, often with drawers for cutlery, 
etc. 2(US) dressing-table. 

dress-ing /'dresin/ n 1 [U] process of dress- 
ing (putting on clothes, cleaning and bandag- 
ing a wound, etc). 2 [C,U] something used for 
dressing wounds, eg an ointment, bandage, 
etc. 3[C,U] mixture of oil, vinegar, etc used as 
a sauce for salads and other dishes. 
'dressing-gown, loose gown worn over 
pyjamas, etc. 
'dressing-table, one with a mirror, used in 
a bedroom. pe 

drew /dru:/ pi of draw”. 

dribble /‘dribl/ vz,vi 1 (of liquids) flow, allow 
to flow, drop by drop or slowly-(esp from the 


carried along by currents: the ~ of the tide. 2 
[С] something caused by drifting: Big ~s of 
snow|'snow ~s made progress slow and diffi- 
cult. 3 [Ч] general tendency or meaning: Did 
you get|catch the ~ of the argument? 4[U] the 
way in which events, etc tend to move: The 
general ~ of affairs was towards war. 5[U] the 
state of being inactive and waiting for things 
to happen: /5 the government's policy one of ~? 
'drift-age /-1d3/, (of a ship) general move- 
ment off course due to currents, winds, tides, 
etc. 

'drift-ice, broken ice carried along on the 
surface of the sea, etc by currents or winds. 
'drift-net, large net into which fish drift with 
the tide. 

'drift-wood, wood carried along by currents 
and washed up on beaches. 


drift? /drift/ vi,vt 1 be carried along by, or as 


by, a current or wind: The boat ~ed out to sea. 
2 (fig) (of persons, etc) be without aim, pur- 
pose or self-control: /s the government/the 
country ~ing towards bankruptcy? She ~s 
from one job to another. 3 cause to drift: The 
logs were ~ed down the stream to the saw- 
mills. 

drifter, (a) boat used in drift-net fishing 
and, during war, for mine-sweeping. (b) per- 
son who drifts(2) or moves from place to 
place. 


drill’ /dril/ п [С] instrument that turns quickly 


for making holes in hard substances: a den- 
lists >. в vt,vimakea hole with a drill. 


Grill? /dril/ п [СО] 1 army training in the 


handling of weapons; formal movements, eg 
marching, turning, etc: The soldiers were at ~ 
in the barracks. 2 thorough training by prac- 
tical experiences, usually with much repeti- 
tion: ~s in the English vowel sounds. 3 routine 
procedure to be followed, eg in an emergency: 
'fire-~ ; lifeboat ~. в vt,vi train, be trained, by 
means of drills: to~ troops. 


drill? /dril/ ли [С] long channel where seeds are 


to be sown; machine for making these, sowing 
seeds in them, and covering the seeds; row of 
seeds sown in this way. с vt sow (seeds) in 
drills. 


drily /'draili/ adv & dry’. 
drink’ /drink/ п [C,U] 1 liquid for drinking: 


We have plenty of bottled ~s, lemonade, beer, 
etc in bottles. 2 alcoholic liquor: He’s too fond 
of ~. 3 the ~, (s/) the sea. 


drink? /drink/ vt,vi (pt drank /drenk/, pp 


drunk /drank/) 1 take (liquid) into the mouth 
and swallow: to ~ a pint of milk. D~ (up) your 
coffee. 2 (of plants, the soil, etc) take in, 
absorb (liquid): The thirsty plants. drank (up) 
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the water I gave them. 3 take alcoholic liquors, 
beer, wine, etc, esp too much: Не’И ~ himself 
to death. 4 wish good (to a person) while rais- 
ing one’s glass: to ~ a person’s health; to ~ to 
her success|healtth. 
drink-able /-abli/ adj suitable, fit, for drink- 
ing: Is this water ~able? 
drinker, (esp) person who drinks(3) too 
often or too much: He’s a heavy ~er. 
Grink-ing, process or habit of taking 
liquid(s), esp alcoholic liquor: He’s too fond of 
~ Ing. 

drip /drip/ vi,vt (-pp-) (of a liquid) fall, allow 
to fall, in drops: The tap was ~ping. His hand 
was ~ ping blood. dripping ‘wet, very wet.o 
n[C]1 the drop-by-drop falling of a liquid: the 
~s of the rain. 2 (sl) dull, foolish person. 
idrip-'dry 1 [0] drying of shirts, sheets, etc (of 
special texture) by allowing them to drip until 
they are dry (so that they do not need to be 
ironed): (used as an adjective) ,~-dry 'shirts. п 
vt (pt,pp -ied) dry in this way. 

drip-ping /'dripin/ п 1 [U] (esp) fat from 
roasted meat. 2 (p/) liquid that drips or has 
dripped: the ~s from the roof. 

drive’ /draiv/ 11 [С] journey (in a саг, etc not 
in a public bus, etc): to go fora ~~. The station 
is an hour’s ~ away. 2 [С] (also '~ way) private 
road through a garden or park to a house; ap- 
proach from a public road to a garage. 3 (in 
games played with a ball, eg golf) [U] force 
given to a ball when it is struck; [C] stroke or 
hit: a~ to the boundary. 4[U] energy; capacity 
to get things done: The new headteacher has no 
~. 5 motivation: the 'sex-~. 6 [С] organized 
effort or campaign: the 'export ~, to increase 
exports. 7 [С] tournament: a 'whist-~. 8 (me- 
chanics) apparatus for driving: a four-wheel 
~, with four wheels connected to the source of 
power. 

drive? /draiv/ vt,vi (pt drove /4гэоу/, pp ~n 
/‘drivn/) 1 cause animals, people to move in 
some direction by using cries, blows, threats 
or other means: to ~ cattle to market. drive 
sb into a corner, (fig) force him (eg during 
an argument) into a position from which es- 
cape will be difficult. 2 operate, direct the 
course of a motor-car or other vehicle; con- 
trol, direct the course of an animal or animals 
‘drawing а cart, plough, etc: 10 ~ a taxi; to take 

‚ 'driving lessons. 3 travel or go in a Car, ес: 

‚ Shall we ~ home or walk? (Note: ride is used of 

buses, trains, etc.) 4 carry, convey, (a person) 
in a саг, etc (not a public vehicle): He drove те 
to the station. 5 (of steam, electricity or other 
kind of power) set or keep going; be the power 
to operate: The machinery is ~n by steam. 6 
(of wind, water) send, throw, (lifeless things) 
in some direction: The gale drove the ship on to 
the rocks. The wind was driving the rain against 
the window-panes. 7 go or move along fast or 
violently: The ship drove on the rocks. 8 forcea 
nail, screw, etc into something: With one blow 
he drove the nail.into the plank. 9 hit or strike 


with force: to ~ a ball to the boundary. drive 
sth home. (fig) use great force or effort to be 
believed or understood. 10 cause or force (a 
person) to be (in a certain state): Failure drove 
him to despair|to drink. You ll ~ me mad. 11 
(cause to) work very hard: He ~s himself very 
hard. 12 bore (a tunnel); make (a horizontal 
excavation): to ~ a tunnel through a hill. 13 
carry on: to ~ a roaring trade, sell a lot of 
things very fast. drive a hard bargain, not 
give way easily to another person in a business 
deal. 14 mean, intend: What's he driving at? 
What’s he trying to do, explain, etc? 

drivel /'drivi/ уг (-ll-, US -1-) talk nonsense; 
talk childishly: What's he ~ling (on) about? оп 
[U] silly nonsense; foolish talk. 
drivel-ler, (US) driveler, person who 
drivels. 

driven /'drivn/ pp of drive?. 

driver /'draiva(r)/ и [С] 1 person who drives 
(vehicles): a'taxi-~; a'bus-~. & chauffeur. 2 
person who drives animals. с> drover. 

drizzle /'drizl/ vt‘rain (in many small fine 
drops): Jt ~d all day. an[U] fine rain. 
driz-zly /'drizli/ adj drizzling: drizzly weather. 

drom-edary /'dromaderi US: -deri/n[C] (p/ 
-ies) fast camel with one hump. 

drone /draun/ n 1 [С] male bee. 2 [С] person 
who does no work and lives on others. 3 [U] 
low humming sound (as) made by bees: the ~ 
of distant motorway traffic. 4 [С] monotonous 
speech, sermon, speaker: He’s a boring old ~. 
О vi,vt 1 make a drone(3). 2 talk or sing ina 
low, boring way: droning on about his misfor- 
tunes. 

drool /4ги:1/ vibe very excited, enthusiastic. 

droop /dru:p/ vi,vt 1 bend or hang down- 
wards (through tiredness or weakness): The 
flowers were ~ing for want of water. His spirits 
~ed, He became sad. 2 let (the head, face, 
eyes) move forward or down. о п [С] bending 
position. 

drop’ /drop/ и 1 [С] very small quantity of 
liquid: 4rain~s. 2 (p/) liquid medicine taken in 
drops: 'ear/'eye/inose ~s. 3 very small quan- 
tity: There isn’t а ~ of milk left. a drop т 
the ‘ocean, a negligible or unimportant 
quantity. 4 (glass of) intoxicating liquor: He 
has had a ~ too much, is drunk. 5 something 
like a drop in shape or appearance. 6 move- 
ment from a higher to a lower level, esp dis- 
tance of a fall: a sudden ~ in the temperature, 
eg from 30°C to 20°C; а ~ in the price of meat. 
at the drop of a ‘hat, (a) as soon as a Sig- 
nal is given. (b) at once; readily or willingly. 7 
thing that drops or is dropped (1). 
'drop-kick, (Rugby) one in which the ball is 
dropped and kicked as it rises. 

drop? /4гор/ vt,vi (-pp-) (For uses with adver- 
bial particles and prepositions, > 12 below.) 1 
(of liquids), fall, cause to fall, in drops. © 
drip. 2 (allow to) fall (by the force of gravity, 
by not being held, etc): The apple blossom is 
beginning to.~. She ~ped the teapot. drop 


droppings / Чгу 


anchor, lower the anchor. drop а stitch, 
(knitting) let it slip off the needle. 3 (allow to) 
become weaker ог lower: The wind/ 
temperature has ~ped. His voice ~ped/He 
~ped his voice to a whisper. 4 (cause to) fall or 
sink to the ground, etc: They were ~ping ~ 
with fatigue. He ~ped (on)to his knees, knelt 
down. Supplies were ~ped by parachute. 5 ex- 
press; send casually: to ~ him a hint, give him 
one; to ~ a word in her ear; to ~ her a 
postcard/a few Ппез]а short note. 6 omit; fail to 
pronounce, write or insert: He ~s his h’s, eg Бу 
saying ‘at for hat. 7`5ор (а саг, etc) to allow a 
person to get out: Please ~ me at the post of- 
fice. 8 stop associating with: He seems to have 
~ped most of his friends, no longer meets 
them. 9 give up: to ~ a bad habit. 10 (cause to) 
come to an end; no longer deal with or discuss: 
Let's ~ the subject. 11 (Rugby): ~ a goal, 
score one by a Grop-kick. 
12 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 
drop away, = drop СЯ (a). 
drop back/behind, come to a position 
behind: They ~ped behind the rest of the 
group. 
drop т (on sh); drop Бу. pay a casual visit 
to: Some friends ~ ped т to teal~ped by to see 
те. ` 
drop off, (а) (also ~ away) become fewer ог 
less: The doctor’s practice has ~ped off, He 
now has fewer patients. (b) fall asleep: He 
~ped off during the sermon. 
drop out, (a) (of persons, horses, etc taking 
part in a contest, etc) stop competing: Three of 
the runners ~ped out. (b) (of persons doing, 
or about to do, something) not take part; give 
up the idea: Smith has ~ped out of the team. 
(c) withdraw from conventional! social activi- 
ties, attitudes. Hence, 'drop-out, (a) person 
who drops out, eg one who withdraws from a 
course of instruction: the ~-cut rate in a lan- 
guage course. (b) person who deliberately 
lives in an unconveniional style. 

drop-pings /'dropinz/ n p/ dung of animals. 

drought /draot/ n [(C,U] continuous (period 
of) dry weather causing distress. 

drove’ /drauv/ pi of drive”. 

drove? /Агэоу/ п [С] 1 large number of ani- 
mals (sheep, cattle) being moved together. 2 
crowd of people moving together: ~s of sight- 
Seers; visitors in-~s. 
drover, man who drives(1) cattle, sheep, etc 
to market. 

drown /draun/ vi,vi 1 (cause a person, ani- 
mal, to) die in water because unable to 
breathe: a ~ing man. He ~ed the kittens. 2 
(fig) soak: ~ed in tears. 3 (of sound) be strong 
enough to prevent another sound from being 
heard: The noises in the street ~ed the teach- 
er’s voice. be drowned out, (a) be flooded 
out. (5) (fig) be stopped from being heard. 

drowse /4гао2/ vi,vt be half asleep: drowsing 
away a hot Sunday afiernoon. a п sleepy 
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condition: nan. 

drowsy /'drauzi/ adj (-ier, -iest) feeling 
sleepy; making one feel sleepy. 
drows.-ily /-ali/ adv 
drow:si-ness п [М] 

drudge /drad3/ п [С] person who must work 
hard and long at unpleasant tasks. д vi work 
as a drudge does. 
drudg-ery, hard, unpleasant, uninteresting 
work. 

drug /drag/n[C]1 substance used for medical 
purposes, either alone or in a mixture. 2 sub- 
stance that changes the state or function of 
cells, organs or organisms. 3 substance (often 
habit-forming) inducing sleep or producing 
stupor or insensibility, eg opium: a'~ addict; 
'~ addiction. о vt (-gg-) 1 add harmful drugs 
to (food and drink): His wine had been ~ged. 2 
give drugs to, esp in order to make uncon- 
scious: They ~ged the caretaker and then 
robbed the bank. 
'drug-store, (US) place where a wide variety 
of articles is sold, where prescriptions can be 
made up, and where food and drink may be 
bought and eaten. 

drug-gist /'dragist/ п [С] 1 (GB) tradesman 
who sells drugs. 2 (US) person who sells medi- 
cines, toilet articles and other goods, and usu- 
ally food and drinks. > drug-store. 

drum! /dram/ n[C]1 musical instrument usu- 
ally made of a hollow cylinder or hemisphere 
with parchment stretched over the open 
side(s); sound (as) of a drum or drums. 2 thing 
shaped like a drum, eg a container for oil. © 
also eardrum. 
'drum-stick, (a) stick for beating a drum. 
(В) lower part of the leg of a cooked chicken, 
turkey, etc. : 

drum? /dram/ vt,vi (-mm-) 1 play a drum by 
beating it with the hand or a stick. 2 beat or 
tap continuously on something: to ~ on the 
table with one’s fingers. 3 (fig) encourage sup- 
port for a cause: fo ~ up support. 4 cause a per- 
son to remember something by using repeti- 
tion: ~ the spelling into his head. 
drum-mer, person who plays a drum. 

drunk /drank/ adj (pp of drink*) be/get 
drunk, be/become affected by drinking aico- 
holic liquor: He was ,dead|,blind|,half \~. It’s 
easy to get ~ on brandy. (b) (fig) become 
greatly excited: He was ~ with joy/success.an 
[С] person who is drunk. 

drunk.-ard /'drankod/ п [С] person who of- 
ten gets drunk. 

drunken /'dranken/ adj 1 in the habit of 
drinking; often drunk: а ~ and destitute man. 
2 caused by drinking; showing the effects of 
drinking: a~ fight. 
drunken-ly ady 
drunken-nessn 

dry’ /drai/ adj (drier, driest) 1 not wet; free 
from moisture: 15 this wood ~ enough to burn? 
dry as a bone; ,bone-'dry, completely dry. 
2 not rainy: ~ weather; having a smail rain- 
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fall: a ~ climate. 3 not supplying water: a ~ 
well; not supplying milk: The cows are ~. 4 
solid, not liquid: ~ goods (contrasted with 
meat, groceries, etc). 5 without butter, etc: ~ 
bread|/toast. 6 (of drink) not sweet, not fruity 
in flavour: ~ wines. 7 (informal) thirsty; caus- 
ing thirst: to fee! ~. 8 uninteresting; dull: а ~ 
lecture. 9 plain; undisguised: ~ facts. 10 not 
connected with liquid: a ~ cough. 11 (of a 
State, country, its legislation) prohibiting or 
restricting the sale of alcoholic liquor: Will the 
country go ~? Will it pass and accept legisla- 
tion against alcoholic liquor? 
idry-'clean vt clean (clothes, etc) by using 
spirits (eg petrol) instead of water. Hence 
dry-'cleaners, ,dry-'cleaning. 
‚гу 'dock, one from which water can be 
pumped out. 
dry 'rot, decay of wood (causing it to be- 
come powder), occurring when there is no 
movement of air over its surface. 
drily /'draili/ adv 
dry-ness п [0] 

dry? /drai/ vi,vi (pt,pp dried) 1 make or be- 
come dry: ~ your hands on this towel. The 
stream dries up during the hot summer. 2 (usu- 
ally the pp) preserve by extracting moisture: 
dried eggs|/milk. 3 (fig) come to an end: My 
thoughts have dried up. [ ve dried up, have no 
more ideas, have forgotten my speech, etc. 

dryer, drier /'draia(r)/ п 1 [С] thing that 
dries: а ‘hair-~,; a 'spin-~. 2 thing on or in 
which clothes, etc are placed to dry: a 
'clothes-~. 

dual /'dju:al US: 'Чи:э adj of two: double; 
divided in two: ~ ownership; ,~-'purpose, 
adapted so as to, intended to, serve two pur- 
poses. 
dual 'carriageway, road divided down the 
centre (by a barrier, strip of grass) with two 
lanes in each direction. 

dub /dab/ vt (-bb-) 1 make (a person) a knight 
by touching him on the shoulder with a sword. 
2 give (a person) a petname: They ~bed him 
‘Shorty’ because he was so tall. 3 replace or 
add to the sound-track of a film or magnetic 
tape, esp in a different language. 

du-bi-ous /'dju:bies (5: 'du:-/ adj 1 (of per- 
sons) feeling doubt: / feel ~ of/about his 
honesty. 2 (of persons) causing doubt (because 
probably not very good or reliable): He’s a~ 
character. 3 (of things, actions, etc) causing 
doubt; of which the value, truth, etc is doubt- 
ful: a~ compliment. 

duch-ess /'datfis/ п [С] wife or widow of a 
duke; woman whose rank is equal to that of a 
duke. 

duchy /'datfi/ п [С] (р/ -ies) (also dukedom) 
land ruled by a duke or duchess. 

duck’ /dak/ п (р! ~s, but often unchanged 
when collective) 1 [С] common water-bird, 
both wild and domestic; female of this, © 
drake; [U] its flesh as food. (take to sth) 
like a duck to water, naturally, without 


dry /duke 


fear, hesitation or difficulty. ike water off 
a duck’s back, without producing any ef- 
fect. 2 batsman’s score of nought, 0, in cricket: 
to be out foran~. 
Нате 'duck, > lame. 

duck? /dak/ vi,vil move, bend, quickly down 
(to avoid being seen or hit): to ~ one’s head. 2 
go, push (a person), quickly under water for a 
short time: The big boy ~ed all the small boys 
in the swimming-pool. в п [С] 1 quick down- 
ward or sideways movement of the head or 
body. 2 quick dip below water (when bathing 
in the sea, etc). 
duck-ing, thorough wetting. 

duck-billed platypus | ,dakbild 
ipletipas/ п [С] small Australian egg-laying 
water mammal with webbed feet and a beak 
like a duck. 

duck-ling /'daklin/ я [С] 1 young duck. 2 
ugly ~, plain or stupid child who grows up to 
be attractive or brilliant. 

duct /dakt/ » [С] 1 tube or canal through 
which liquid in the body flows. 2 metal tube 
and outlet for air (eg in an aircraft): The ‘air ~ 
immediately above your seat can be adjusted to 
your convenience. 

dud /dad/ п [С], adj (s/) (thing or person) of no 
use, eg a Shell or bomb that fails to explode or 
a banknote or cheque of no value. 

due’ /dju: US: du:/ adj 1 owing; to be paid: 
When is the rent ~? The wages ~ to him will be 
paid tomorrow. 2 suitable; right; proper: after 
~ consideration. in due course, at the right 
and proper time. 3 (to be) expected; appointed 
or agreed (for a certain time or date): The train 
is ~ (in) at 1.30. 4 due to, that may be attri- 
buted to: The accident was ~ to careless driv- 
ing. (Note: compare ‘owing to’: Owing to (= 
Because of) his careless driving, we had a bad 
accident.) с adv (of points of the compass) ex- 
actly: ~ east/north. 

due? /dju: US: du:/ n 1 (sing only) that which 
must be given to a person because it is right or 
owing: give the man his ~. 2 (pl) sums of 
money to be paid, eg for membership of a 
club. 

duel /'dju:ol US: 'du:al/ п [С] 1 (illegal) fight 
(usually with swords or pistols) agreed be- 
tween two persons, esp to decide a point of 
honour, at a meeting arranged and conducted 
according to rules, in the presence of two 
other persons called seconds. 2 any two-sided 
contest: а ~ of wits. a vi (-Il-, US also -1-) fight 
a duel. 
duel.-list, (US) duel-ist, person who fights a 
duel. 

duet /dju:'et US: du:-/ п [С] piece of music for 
two voices or for two players. 

duffle (also duf-fel) /'dafl/ п [Ч] coarse thick 
woollen cloth: а '~ coat, one of this material, 
with toggles instead of buttons. 

dug /dag/ pt.pp of dig. 

duke /dju:k US: du:k/ п [С] 1 nobleman of 
high rank (next below a prince). 2 (in some 
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parts of Europe) independent sovereign ruler 
of a small State. 

'iduke-dom, (a) position, duties, rank, of a 
duke. (b) (= duchy) iand ruled by a duke(2). 
dul.cet /‘dalsit/ adj (of sounds) sweet; pleas- 

ing. 

Gull /dal/ adj (-er, -est) 1 not clear or bright: a 
~ colour|sound/mirror|day|sky; ~ weather. 2 
slow in understanding: ~ pupils; а ~~ mind. 3 
monotonous; not exciting or appealing: a ~ 
book|speech/sermon|play. 4 not sharp: а ~ 
knife. 5 (of pain) not felt distinctly: a~ ache. 6 
(of trade) not active; (of goods) not in de- 
mand. о vf,vi make or become dull: to ~ the 
edge of arazor, drugs that ~ pain. 
dull-ness n[U] 

duly /'dju:li US: 'du:-/ adv ina right or suitable 
manner; at the right time. | 

dumb /dam/ adj (-er, -est) 1 unable to speak: 
~ from birth; ~ animals, animals other than 
human beings. 2 temporarily silent: The class 
remained ~ when the teacher asked a difficult 
question. strike dumb, make unabie to talk 
because of surprise, fear, etc: He was struck ~ 
with horror. 3 (informal) stupid; dull. 
dumb.ly adv 
dumb-ness я [0] 

dumb-bell /'dambel/ п [С] short bar of wood 
or iron with a metal ball at each end for exer- 
cising the muscles of the arms and shoulders. 

dumb-found (US also dum-found) 
/dam'faond/ vt astonish; strike dumb with 
surprise. 

dummy /'dami/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 object made 
to look like and serve the purpose of the real 
person or thing: a tailors ~, for fitting 
clothes; a baby’s ~, sucked like the nipple of a 
mother’s breast (US = comforter). 2 (in card- 
games, esp bridge) player whose cards are 
placed upwards on the table and played by his 
partner; the cards so placéd. 3 person who is 
present at an event, etc but who takes no real 
part, because he is acting for another person. 
Чит ту !'run, trial or practice attack, shoot, 
performance, etc. 

dump /damp/ и [С] 1 place where rubbish, etc 
may be unloaded and left; heap of rubbish, 
etc. 2 (place where there is a) temporary store 
of military supplies: an ammu'nition ~. 3 (sl) 
poorly cared for, dirty or ugly place (eg a vil- 
lage or town): I should hate to live ina ~ like 
this. a vt 1 put on or into a dump(1); put or 
throw down carelessly; let fall with a bump or 
thud: Where can I ~ this rubbish? They ~ed 
the coal outside the shed instead of putting it in- 
side. 2 (commerce) sell’abroad at low prices 
goods which are unwanted in the home mar- 
ket. 
dumper, (also '~ truck) vehicle with a bin 
that can be tilted, for carrying and emptying 
soil, rubble, etc. 

dump.-ling /'damplin/ м [С] 1 small round 
mass of dough steamed or boiled with meat 
and vegetables. 2 baked pudding made of 
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dough with an apple or other fruit inside it. 
dumps /damps/ я pl (down) in the 


dumps, (informal) depressed; feeling 
gloomy. 

dumpy /'dampi/ adj (-ier, -iest) short and 
fat. 


dunce /dans/ п [С] slow learner (esp a child at 
school); stupid person. 

dune /dju:n US: du:n/ п [С] low stretch of 
loose, dry sand formed by the wind, esp near 
the coast. 

dung /dan/ п [U] waste matter dropped by 
animals (esp cattle), used as manure. 

dunga-rees /,dango'ri:z/ п р/ strong cotton 
trousers with a front flap attached by straps 
over the shoulders. 

dun-geon /'dandgen/ и [С] dark under- 
ground cell used (in olden times) as a prison. 

duo-denali |,dju:o'di:nl US: ,du:s-/ adj of the 
duodenum: a~ ulcer. 

duo-denum /,dju:o'di:nam US: ,du:a-/ п [С] 
(pl ~s) (anat) first part of the small intestine 
immediately below the stomach. 

duo-logue /'dju:alog US: 'du:alo:g/ п [С] 
conversation between two persons. 

dupe /dju:p US: du:p/ vt cheat; make a fool 
of. a n[C] person who is duped. 

du-pli-cate’ /'dju:plikot US: 'du:-/ adj 1 
exactly like: ~ keys. 2 with two corresponding 
parts; doubled; twofold. а п [С] thing that is 
exactly like another. in duplicate, (of docu- 
ments, etc) with acopy. 

du-pli-cate? /'dju:plikeit US: 'du:-/ vt 1 
make an exact copy of (a letter, etc); produce 
copies of. 2 multiply by two. 
du-pli-ca-tion /,dju:pli'keifn US: ,du:-/ и [U] 
duplicating or being duplicated; [C] copy. 
du-pli-ca-tor /-ta(r)/, machine, etc that 
copies something written or typed. 

du-plic-ity /dju:'plisots US: du:-/ п [U] 
(formal) deliberate deception. 

dur-able /'djuarabl US: 'Чоэ-| adj likely to 
last for a long time: а ~ pair of shoes.a n pl 
goods bought and expected to last a long time 
(eg vacuum cleaners). 
dura-bil-ity /'djusra'bilati US: 'dua-/ п [Ч] 

dur-ation /djo'reifn US. du-/ п [О] time dur- 
ing which something lasts or exists: for the ~ 
of the war; of short ~. 

dur-ess (also -esse) /dju'res US: du-/ п [Ч] 
threats, imprisonment or violence, used to 
compel a person to do something: a confession 
signed under ~. 

dur-ing /'djuarin (5: 'dua-/ prep 1 through- 
out the continuance of: The sun gives us light 
~ the day. 2 at some point of time in the conti- 
nuance of: He called to see те ~ my absence. 

dusk /dask/ n[U] time just before it is dark. 

dusky /'dask:i/ adj (-ier, -iest) a little dark; 
dark-coloured; dim. 

dust! /dast/[U] dry earth or other matter in 
the form of fine powder, lying on the ground 
or the surface of objects, or blown about by 
the wind: The ~ was blowing in the streets. 
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'dust-bin, receptacle for household rubbish 
(US = trashcan). 
'dust-bowl, area that has no vegetation be- 
cause of drought, poor farming, etc. 
'dust-cart, vehicle into which dustbins are 
emptied. 
'dust-jacket/wrapper, loose paper cover 
to protect the binding of a book. 
'dust-man, man employed (by city authori- 
ties, etc) to empty dustbins and take away 
refuse. 
'dust-pan, pan into which dust is swept from 
the floor. 
'dust-sheet, one for covering furniture not 
in use. 

dust? /dast/ vt 1 remove dust from by wiping, 
brushing, etc. 2 sprinkle with powder: to ~ a 
cake with sugar. 
duster, cloth for removing dust from furni- 
ture, etc. 
'‘dust-up, (informal) fight; noisy argument. 

dusty /'dasti/ adj (-ier, -iest) covered with 
dust; full of dust; like dust; dry as dust. 

Dutch /4^Ц/ adj go Dutch (with sb), 
share expenses. с> double Dutch. 
Dutch auction, sale at which the price is re- 
duced by the auctioneer until a buyer is found. 
Dutch courage, that obtained by drinking 
(spirits, etc). 
Dutch-man, native of Holland. 

duti-able /'dju:tiobl US: 'du:-/ adj on which 
customs duties must be paid: ~ goods. > 
duty(3). 

duti-ful /'dju:tiful US: 'du:-/ adj doing one’s 
duty well; showing respect and obedience (to): 
а ^ son. 
duti-fully /-fali/ adv 

duty /'dju:ti US: 'du:ti/ n (pl -ies) 1 [СФ] what 
one is obliged to do by morality, law, a trade, 
calling, conscience, etc: Do not forget your ~ 
to your parents. His sense of ~ is strong. on/ 
off duty, engaged/not engaged in one’s regu- 
lar work: He goes оп ^^ at 8am and comes off ~ 
at Spm. 2 (used as an adjective) moral obliga- 
tion: a'~ call, a visit one makes from a sense 
of duty, not because one expects to enjoy it. 3 
[C,U] payment demanded by the government 
on certain goods exported or imported ('cus- 
toms duties), or manufactured in the country 
('excise duties), or when property, etc is trans- 
ferred to a new owner by sale ('stamp duties) ог 
death (e'state ~). 
;duty-'free, (of goods) allowed to enter with- 
out the payment of customs duties. 

duvet /'dju:ver US: du:'ve1/ п [С] bed quilt 
(filled with feathers or an artificial substitute) 
used in place of blankets. 

dwarf /dwo:f/ п [С] (pl ~s) 1 person, animal 
or plant much below the usual size. 2 (in fairy 
tales) small being with magic powers. о vt 1 
prevent from growing to full size. 2 cause to 
appear small by contrast or distance: The big 
liner ~ed their little launch. 

dwell /dwel/ уг (pt dwelt /dwelt/) 1 live, have 


dust/each 


as one’s home. 2 think, speak or write at 
length about: She ~s too much on her past. 


Gwei-ler, (in compounds) inhabitant: 
'city-~ers. 
dwel.-ling, place of residence (a house, flat, 
etc). 

dwindle /'dwindl/ vt become less or smaller 
by degrees. 


dye’ /dai/ vi,vi (3rd person sing, present tense, 
~S, pt,pp ~d, present participle ~ing) 1 col- 
our, usually by dipping in a liquid: to ~ a 
white dress blue; to have her hair ~d. 2 give 
colour to: Deep blushes ~d her cheeks. 3 have 
colour from dyeing: This material does not ~ 
well. 
;dyed-in-the-'wool, (fig) complete, deep- 
rooted: a~d-in-the-wool Tory. 

dye? /dai/ я [СХ] substance used for dyeing 
cloth; colour given by dyeing. 
dyer, person who dyes cloth. 

dy-ing © die’. 

dyke n = dike. 

dy:namic /dai'nemik/ adj 1 of physical 
power and forces producing motion. > static. 
2 (of a person) having great energy, force of 
character. o n 1 (р) (used with a sing verb) 
branch of physics dealing with matter in mo- 
tion. 2 moral force that produces activity or 
change: driven by an inner ~. 
dy-nami-cally /-kli/ adv 

dyna-mite /'damomait/ и [U] powerful ex- 
plosive (as used т mining and quarrying). о vf 
blow up with dynamite. 

dy-namo /'daisamau/ и [С] (р/ ~s) machine 
for changing steam-power, AIRE DONE: etc 
into electrical energy. 

dyn-astic /di'nestik US: ne | adj of a 
dynasty. 

dyn-asty /'dinosti US: 'Ча1-/ п [С] (р/ -ies) 
succession of rulers belonging to one family: 
the Tudor ~ (in England). 

dys-en-tery /'disontri US: -teri/ п [Ч] pain- 
ful disease of the bowels, with discharge of 
mucus and blood. 

dys-lexia /dis'leksia/ п [U] inability or diffi- 
culty in reading due to brain disease. 
dys-lexic adj 

dys-pep-sia /dis'pepsio/ и [0] indigestion 
(the usual word). 
dys-pep-tic /dis'peptik/ adj of indigestion. o 
n[C] person suffering from indigestion. 
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Е, e /i:/ (p/ E's, e's /i:z/), the fifth letter of the 
English alphabet. 

each /1:1[/ adj (of two or more) every one, 
thing, group, person, etc taken separately or 
individually: He was sitting with a child on ~ 
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side of him. a pron 1 every thing, person, 
group, etc: E~ of them wants to try. 2 all; 
both: We ~ took a big risk. Tom and Harry ~ 
put forward a different scheme. 3 to, for, every 
one of a group: He gave the boys 50p ~. 4 
each other: We see ~ other (= each of us 
sees the other) at the office every day. (Note: 
one another is often used when referring to 
more than one.) 

eager /'i:ga(r)/ adj full of, showing, strong 
desire: ~ for success|to succeed. 
eager-ly adv 
eager-ness и [0] 

eagle /'i:gl/ п [С] 1 large, strong bird of prey 
of the falcon family. 2 score in golf that is two 
below the number of strokes allowed as the 
average for the hole (except where the number 
allowed is three). 
eag let /-lit/, young eagle(1). 

ear' /1э(г)/ п [С] 1 organ of hearing. be all 
ears, be listening eagerly. fall on deaf 
ears, pass unnoticed; be ignored. go in (at) 
one ear and out (at) the other, said of 
something that makes no impression. have 
an ear to the ground, be well informed 
about something that is or may be happening. 
(have) a word т sb‘s ear, say something 
in confidence. Jend an ear (to), listen. 
prick up one’s ears, (fig) pay attention, lis- 
ten. turn a deaf ear (to), refuse to listen or 
help. up to one’s ears in work, extremely 
busy. walls have ears, someone (in another 
room) may be listening. wet behind the 
ears, naive; immature. 2 sense of. hearing. 
have a good ear for music, be able to dis- 
criminate sound. (play sth) by ear, (a) 
(play music) without printed music, or with- 
out having memorized it. (b) (fig) do some- 
thing without planning or preparing in ad- 
vance. 
'ear-ache, pain in the inner ear. 
‘ear-drum, thin membrane (in the inner ear) 
which vibrates when sound-waves strike it. 
\еаг-тагК vi (fig) set aside for a special pur- 
pose: ~mark asum of money for research. 
'ear-ring, ornament worn in or on the lobe of 
the ear. 
'ear-shot, hearing distance: within/out of 
~shot. 
‘ear-splitting adj very loud. 

ear? /1э(г)/ п [С] seed-bearing part of corn, 
barley, etc. 

earl /з:1/ п [С] title of a British nobleman of 
high rank (feminine = countess). 
'earl-dom /-dom/, rank, lands, of an earl. 

early /'s:l:/ (-ier, -iest) adj, adv near to the be- 
ginning of a period of time, sooner than usual 
or than others: in the ~ part of this century; in 
~ spring; y~-'closing day, on which shops, etc 
are closed during the afternoon. He’s an ~ 
riser, gets up early. earlier on, at an earlier 
time. © Jater on at late?(1). 

early bird, person who gets up earlier or who 
arrives before others. | 
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;early-'warning adj (of radar) giving early 
indication of the approach of enemy aircraft, 
missiles, etc: an ~-warning system. 

earn /3:n/ vt get in return for work, as a re- 
ward for one’s qualities or in payment for a 
loan: to ~ £6000 a year. His achievements ~ed 
him respect and admiration. I had a ,well-~ed 
'rest. > таке!(9). 
earn-ings и pi money earned: He has spent all 
his ~ings. 

ear-nest /'s:nist/ adj serious; determined: an 
~ worker|pupil. а п in earnest, in a deter- 
mined manner; serious(ly): Ги! perfectly in~, 
am not joking. 
earn-est-ly adv in an earnest manner: We 
~ly hope that... 

earth /3:0/ 1 1 this world; the planet on which 
we live: The ~ goes round the sun. Who do you 
think was the greatest man on ~? 2 [U] land 
surface of the world; land contrasted with the 
sky. come down/back to earth, return to 
practical realities. move heaven and 
earth, > heaven(4). 3 [U] soil: to cover the 
roots of a plant with ~. 4 [C] hole of a fox, 
badger or other wild animal. run sth/sb to 
earth, (fig) discover by searching. 5 [C,U] 
(means of) electrical contact with the ground 
as the completion of a circuit. с vt1 cover with 
earth: to ~ up the roots of a newly-planted 
shrub. 2 connect (an apparatus, etc) with the 
earth(5). 
earth-ling, inhabitant of earth; mortal. 
earth satellite, one which orbits the earth. . 
'earth-worm, common kind of worm that 
lives in the soil. 
earthy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) of or like soil: an 
~y smell. (b) (fig) coarse, unrefined; strong 
and healthy. 

earthen-ware /'s:Ganwea(r)/ п [Ч] dish, etc 
made of baked clay: ап ~ casserole. 

earth-ly /'s:6li/ adj 1 of this world, not of 
heaven: ~ joys/possessions. 2 (informal) pos- 
sible; conceivable: You haven’ t ап ~ (chance), 
no chance at all. no earthly use, quite use- 
less, pointless. 

earth-quake /'s:Okweik/ и [С] sudden. 
violent movements of the earth’s surface. 

ear-wig /'1awig/ п [С] small insect with pinc- 
ers at the rear end. 

ease’ /1:2/ п [U] freedom from work, discom- 
fort, trouble, difficulty, anxiety: а life of ~; te 
do something with ~, without difficulty. (Бе/ 
feel) ill at ease, anxious or embarrassed. 
put sb at ease, allow him to feel relaxed, 
untroubled. stand at ease, (as a military 
command) stand with the legs apart and the 
hands behind the back. 

ease? /1:2/ vt,vi 1 give relief to (the body or 
mind) from pain, discomfort, anxiety: ^ his 
anxiety; ~ him of his pain{trouble. 2 make 
looser, less tight; lessen speed, efforts: ~ с 
coat under the armpits. E~ off a bit (= slow 
down), we’re going too fast. Ex up (= Stop 
working so hard) or you'll be ill. 3 become less 
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tense or troublesome: the easing of tension be- 
tween the two countries. The situation has ~d 
(off). 

easel /'i:z1/ п [С] wooden frame to support а 
blackboard or a picture. 

easily /'i:zoli/ adv 1 without difficulty. 2 with- 
out doubt: ~ the best TV programme. 3 pos- 
sibly: That may ~ be the case. 

east /i:st/ л 1 the ~, point of the horizon 
where the sun rises. 2 that part of a country, 
the world, etc in this direction: living in the ~ 
of France. 3 (used as an adjective): an ~ wind, 
one blowing from the east; towards, at, in the 
direction of the east: on the ~ coast. п adv to- 
wards the east: to travel/face ~. east of, 
farther east than. с> also the Far East, Middle 
East, Near East. 
the East, (a) the Orient. (b) the eastern side 
of the USA. 

east- ward /'i:stwoad/ adj towards the east: in 
an~ direction. 
east-ward(s) adv. to travel ~(s). 

Easter /'i:sta(r)/ п anniversary of the Resur- 
rection of Christ, observed on the first Sunday 
(~ Day/Sunday) after а full moon оп or after 
21 March: the ~ holidays. 

'Easter egg, egg with a painted or dyed 
shell, or an egg made of chocolate, used as a 
gift. 

east-er-ly /‘i:stoli/ adj, adv in an eastern 
direction or position; (of the wind) coming 
from the east. 

east-ern /'i:stan/ adj of, from, living in, the 
east part of the world: ~ religions. 
the Eastern Church, the Greek Orthodox 
Church. 
the ,Eastern 'Hemisphere, © hemi- 
sphere. 

Eastern time, one of 4 standard time zones 
in USA. 
east-ern-most /-moust/ adj farthest east. 
easy /'i:z1/ (-ier, -iest) adj 1 not difficult: an ~ 
book. The place is ~ to reach. 2 free, from 
pain, discomfort, anxiety, trouble, etc: to lead 
an~ life; an'~ chair, one that is soft and rest- 
ful. She is ~ to get on with, relaxed, informal, 
pleasant. в adv in an easy manner. take it/ 
things easy. don’t work too hard or too 
energetically. Easy does it, (informal) be 
careful (eg when helping an injured person). 
go easy оп, (informal) be careful or moder- 
ate with: Go ~ on the wine — it’s the last bottle! 
easier said than done, easier to say one 
will do it than to do it. 
;easy-'going, (of persons) pleasant; tolerant; 
relaxed. 

eat /i:t/ vt,vi (pt ate /eit/ pp ~en /'i:tn/) 1 take 
(solid food, also soup) into the mouth and 
swallow it: to ~ one’s dinner; to~ up (= finish 
eating) one’s food. eat one’s heart out, suf- 
fer in silence; be very sad. eat one’s words, 
> word(2). 2 destroy as if by eating: Acids ~ 
into metals. He is ~en up with pride. The river 
had ~en away the banks. 


eat-able /-abl/ adj edible (the usual word). о 
n(usually pl) food. 
eater, (a) person who eats: He’s a big ~er, 
eats large quantities. (b) apple, pear, etc for 
dessert, good when eaten uncooked. . 
eats n pl (5/) food: There were plenty of ~, but 
not enough drinks. 

eau de Cologne /,20 da ka'laun/ и [9] (Fr) 
perfumed toilet water. 

eaves /|i:vz/ n р/ overhanging edges of a roof: 
icicles hanging from the ~. 
'eaves-drop vi (-pp-) listen secretly to рп- 
vate conversation. 
'eaves-drop-per, person who eavesdrops. 

ebb /eb/ vi 1. (of the tide) flow back from the 
land to the sea. 2 (fig) grow less; become weak 
or faint: His fortune’s beginning to ~. an [С] 
(usually sing only) 1 the flowing out of the 
tide: the ~ and flow of the sea|the tide. 2 (fig) 
low state; decline or decay: afalow~. 
iebb-'tiden = ebb(1). 

eb-ony /'ebon:/ п [U] hard, black wood. о adj 
made of, black as, ebony. 

ebul-lience /:'balions/ я [U] (formal) (out- 
burst of) excitement, enthusiasm. 

ebul-lient /i'baliont/ adj (formal) very excit- 
ed, enthusiastic. 

ec-cen-tric /ik'sentrik/ adj 1 (of a person or. 
his behaviour) odd; not normal. 2 (of circles), 
not having the same centre; (of orbits) not cir- 
cular; (of planets, etc) moving in an eccentric 
orbit. an[C] (esp) eccentric person. 

ec-cen-tric-ity /,cksen'trisati/ п (p/ -ies) 1 
[U] quality of being eccentric; strangeness of 
behaviour, etc: ~ in dress. 2 [C] instance of 
this: strange or unusual act or habit: One of his 
eccentricities is wearing bright red socks with 
his black suit. 

ec-clesti-as-tic /i,kli:zi'estik/ я [С] Чех 
man. | 
ec-clesi-as-ti-cai /-kl/ adj of the Christian 
Church; of clergymen. 
ec-clesi-as-ti-cally -kli/ adv 

echo’ /'ekou/ п (pi ~es) 1 [C,U] sound 
reflected or sent back (eg from a wall). 

echo? /'ekau/ vi,vt 1 (of places) send back an 
echo: The valley ~ed as he sang. 2 (of sounds) 
be sent back as an echo: The shot ~ed through 
the woods. 3 repeat the words, actions etc of 
another: They were ~ing every word of their 
leader. 

éclair /ei'klea(r)/ и [С] pastry iced on top and 
filled with cream: chocolate ~s. 

eclipse /i'klips/ n [С] 1 total or partial cut- 
ting off of the light of the sun (when the moon 
is between it and the earth), or of the reflected 


- light of the moon (when the earth’s shadow 


falls on it). 2 (fig) loss of brilliance, power, 
reputation, etc: After suffering an ~ he is 
famous again. о vt 1 (of a planet, etc) cause 
an eclipse; cut off the light from. 2 (fig) 
make (a person ог thing) appear dull by com-. 
parison: She was so beautiful that she ~d 
every other woman in the room. 


ecological / efface 


eco-logi-cal /,i:ka'lod3ikl/ adj of ecology: 
the ~ effects of industry, eg the pollution of 
the atmosphere, of rivers, etc. 
eco-logi-cally /-kli/ adv 

ecol-ogy /i:'kolad3i/ п [0] branch of biology 
that deals with the habits of living things, esp 
their relation to their environment. 

econ-omic /1:Кэ'попиК/ adj 1 of economics 
(> below): the government’s ~ policy. 2 con- 
nected with commerce, systems of production, 
etc: ~ geography, studied chiefly in connec- 
tion with industry. 3 designed to give a profit. 
4 (informal) cheap: an ~ rent. 5 (informal) = 
economical. 

econ-omi-cal /,i:ko!npmikl/ adj careful in 
the spending of money, time, etc and in the use 
of goods: ап ~ system for heating water. 
econ-omi-caily /-kli/ adv 

econ-omics /,i:ko'!npmiks/ я [U] (used with 
a sing verb) science of the production, distri- 
bution and using up of goods; condition of a 
country’s material prosperity. 

econ-om-ist /i:‘konamist/ и [C] 1 expert in, 
student of, economics or political economy. 2 
person who is economical. 

econ-om-.ize (also -ise) /i:'konamaiz/ vt,vi 
use or spend less than before: He ~d by taking 
buses instead of taxis. 

econ-omy /i:'konomi/ 7 (p/ -ies) 1 [C,U] (in- 
stance of) avoidance of waste of money, 
strength or anything else of value: By various 
little economies, she managed to save enough 
money for a holiday. 2 [U] control and man- 
agement of the money, goods and other re- 
sources of acommunity, society or household. 
3 [C] system for the management and use of 
economic resources. 
e'conomy class, cheapest class of travel 
(esp by air). 

ec-static /ik'stztik/ adj of, concerning, caus- 
ing, ecstasy. 
ec-stati-caliy /-kii/ adv 

ecstasy /'ekstasi/ п [СУ] (р/ -ies) (feeling 
of) great joy and emotional uplift: in an ~ of 
delight; to be in/go into ecstasies (over some- 
thing). 

ecu-meni-cali /,i:kjo'menik!/ а4/ 1 of or rep- 
resenting the whole Christian world or univer- 
sal Church: an ~ Council, eg as summoned by 
the Pope. 2 seeking to reunite the Christian 
churches: the ~ movement. 

ec-zema /'eksima/ n[U] itching skin disease. 

eddy /'ed:/ п [С] (p/ -ies) (of wind, smoke, fog, 
mist, dust; water) circular or spiral movement: 
Eddies of mist rose from the valleys. в vi (pt,pp 
-ied) move in small circles; whirl. 

edge’ /ed3/ п [С] 1 sharp, cutting part of a 
knife, sword or other tool or weapon: a knife 
with a sharp ~. be on edge, be excited or 
worried because unsure. have the edge on 
sb, (informal) have an advantage over him. 
set sbh’s/one’s 'teeth on edge, upset his/ 
one’s nerves (as when hearing a scraping 
sound). 2 (line marking the) outer limit or 
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boundary of a (flat) surface: a cottage on the ~ 
of a forest/a lake. He fell off the ~ of the cliff. 
push sb over the edge, (fig) make him 
mad, very angry, etc. 
edgy /'ed31/ adj (-ier, -iest) nervous. 

edge? /ed3/ v/,vi1 supply with a border: to ~ 
a garden path with plants; form a border to: a 
road ~d with grass. 2 (cause to) move slowly 
forward or along: edging one’s way through a 
crowd. 

едде.м/ау$, edge-wise _ /'ed3zweiz, 
-waiz/ adv with the edge outwards or for- 
wards. not get a word in edgeways, be 
unable to say anything when a very talkative 
person is speaking. 

edg-ing /'ed3in/ и [С] narrow border: an ~ of 
lace ona dress. 

ed-ible /'edobl/ adj fit to be eaten. ол [С] 
(usually р) things fit to be eaten. 

edict /'i:dikt/ п [С] order or proclamation is- 
sued by authority; decree. 

edi-fi-ca-tion |,edifi'keifn/ п [U] (formal) 
mental or moral improvement. 

edi-fice /'edifis/ и [С] (formal) 1 building (esp 
a large or imposing one). 2 (fig) something 
built up in the mind: The whole ~ of his hopes 
was destroyed. 

edify /'edifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) improve in mor- 
als or mind: ~ing books. 

edit /'edit/ vt 1 prepare (another person’s 
writing) for publication: ~ a newspaper. 2.do 
the work of planning and directing the publi- 
cation of a newspaper, magazine, book, etc. 3 
prepare a film, tape, etc by putting parts 
together. 

edi-tion /:'difn/ п [С] 1 form in which a book 
is published: a paperback ~. 2 total number of 
copies (of a book, newspaper, etc) issued from 
the same types: the first/a revised ~. D> im- 
pression(2). 

edi-tor /'edita(r)/ п [С] person who edits (eg a 
newspaper, a book or a TV or radio pro- 
gramme) or who is in charge of part of a news- 
paper: the 'sports/fi'nancial ~. 

edi-tor-ial /,edi'to:rial/ adj of an editor: ~ 
work. а п [С] special article in a newspaper, etc 
usually written by the editor. 

edu-cate /'edzukeit/ уг give intellectual and 
moral training to: You should ~ your children 
to behave well. an educated guess, one 
using experience. 

edu-ca-tion /,ed3zu'keifn/ п [0] 1 systematic 
training and instruction: No country can af- 
ford to neglect ~. 2 knowledge and abilities, 
development of character and mental powers, 
resulting from such training. 
edu-ca-tional /-Janl/ adj of, connected with, 
education: ~al books|toys. 

eel /1:1/ п [C] long fish like a snake. 

eerie, eery /'i1ori/ adj (-ier, -iest) causing a 
feeling of mystery and fear: an ~ shriek. 
eerily /-ali/ adv 
eeri-ness n[(U] 

ef-face /i'feis/ у! 1 rub or wipe out; make in- 
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distinct: ~ an inscription. 2 (fig) obliterate: ~ 
unpleasant memories of the past. 3 efface 
oneself, keep in the background in order to 
escape being noticed; make oneself appear to 
be unimportant. > self-effacing. 
ef-face-ment n[U] 

ef-fect /i'fekt/ 21 [C,U] result; outcome: the 
~ of heat on metals. The children were suffer- 
ing from the ~s of the hot weather. Did the 
medicine have any ~/a good ~? of no effect, 
not doing what was intended or hoped for. in 
effect, (a) in fact, really. (b) in operation: 
The rule/law is still in ~. take effect, (a) 
produce the result intended or required. (b) 
come into force; operate; become active. 2 [C] 
impression produced on the mind of a specta- 
tor, hearer, reader, etc: 'sound ~s, (in broad- 
casting, etc) sounds characteristic of a scene, 
or incidental to an event, eg the noise of a 
train. Everything he says and does is calculated 
for ~, done to impress. 3 [U] meaning: That is 
what he said, or words to that ~, words with 
the same general meaning. 4 (p/) goods; 
property: The hotel manager seized her perso- 
nal ~s because she could not pay her bill. a vt 
bring about, cause: ~ a cure. 

ef-fec-tive /:'fektrv/ adj 1 having an effect; 
able to bring about the result intended: ~ 
measures to reduce unemployment. 2 making a 
striking impression: an ~ scheme of decora- 
tion. 3 actual or existing: the ~ strength of the 
army. 

ef-fec-tive-ly adv 

ef-fec-tual /i'fektfual/ adj (formal) (not used 
of persons) bringing about the result required; 


answering its purpose: an ~_ remedy/ 
punishment. 

ef-femi-nate /:'femimot/ adj like, of, а 
woman. 


ef-fer-vesce /,cfa'ves/ vi 1 give off bubbles 
of gas; (of gas) issue in bubbles. 2 (fig) (of per- 
sons) be gay and excited. 
ef-fer-vescence /-5п5/ и [0] 
ef-fer-vescent /-snt/ adj 

ef-fi-ciency /i'fifnsi/ и [О] state or quality of 
being efficient. 

ef-fi-cient /i'fijnt/ adj 1 (of persons) сар- 
able; organized and abie to perform duties 
well: an ~ secretary|staff of teachers. 2 pro- 
ducing a desired or satisfactory result: ~ 
methods of teaching. 
ef-fic-ient-ly adv 

ef-figy /'efid3i/ п [С] (p/ -ies) representation 
of a person (in wood, stone, etc). 

ef-flu-ent /'efluont/ n [С] 1 stream flowing 
from a larger stream or from a lake. 2 dis- 
charge of waste liquid matter, sewage, etc, eg 
froma factory. 

ef-fort /'efot/ n 1 [СЧ] (attempt at) trying 
hard; use of strength and energy (to do some- 
thing): Please make an ~ to arrive early. I will 
make every ~ (= doallIcan) to help you. 2{C] 
result of, something done with, effort: That’s a 
pretty good~. 


effect/eight 


ef-fort-less adj making no effort; easy: done 
with ~less skill. 

ef-front-ery /i'frantori/ п (р/ -ies) 1 [U] in- 
solent behaviour without showing any fear, 
humility, etc. 2 [C] instance of this: How can 
you have the ~ to ask for another loan? 

ef-fu-sion /1'fju:3n/ и (formal) 1 [Ч] sending 
or pouring out (of liquid, eg blood); [C] quan- 
tity poured out. 2 [C] (esp unrestrained) out- 
pouring of thought or feeling: ~s in love let- 
ters. 

ef-fu-sive /i'fju:siv/ adj (formal) (of the feel- 
ings, signs of pleasure, gratitude, etc) 
expressed (too) freely: ~ thanks. 
ef-fu-sive-ly adv 

egali-tar-ian /i,gzli'teorian/ я [С], adj (per- 
son) favouring equal rights, benefits and op- 
portunities for all citizens. => elite, elitist. 

egg’ /eg/ n1 [С] embryo enclosed in a shell, eg 
of a hen, used as food: Birds, reptiles and in- 
sects come from ~s. Will you have your ~ 
boiled or fried? [4] You’ ve got some ~ (ie a bit 
of a cooked egg) on your chin. put all one’s 
eggs in one basket, risk everything one 
has in a single venture, eg by investing all one’s 
money in one business. teach one’s grand- 
mother to suck eggs, give advice to a per- 
son who has much more experience than 
oneself. 2 [С] female reproducing cell. 
'egg-cup, small cup for a boiled egg. 
'egg-head, intellectual person. 
'egg-plant, (esp US) = aubergine. 
'egg-shell, shell of an egg. 
'egg-whisk, utensil for beating eggs. 

egg’ /eg/ vt egg sb on, urge him (to do 
something, usually bad). 

ego /'egou US: 'i:gau/ п [С] individual’s 
perception ог experience of himself; 
individual’s capacity to think, feel and act. 
'ego-trip, selfish activity for personal ш- 
terest. 

ego-cen-tric /,egau'sentrik US: ,i:g-/ adj 
interested chiefly ш oneself. 

ego-ism /'egouizom US: 'i:g-/ n[U] 7 theory 
that our actions are always caused by the 
desire to benefit ourselves. 2 state of mind in 
which one is always thinking of oneself. 

ego-ist /'egauist US: 'i:g-/ п [С] believer, 
practicer, in egoism. 
ego-istic /,egou'istik US: п:9-/, ego-isti-cal 
/-kl/ adj of egoism or an egoist. 

ego-tism /'egatizam US: 'i:g-/ и [U] practice 
of talking too often or too much about 
oneself; selfishness. 

ego-tist /'egoutist US: 'i:g-/ п [С] selfish 
person. 
ego-tis-tic /,egou'tistik US: п:9-| adj of 
egotism or an egotist. 

eh /е!/ int (used to express surprise or doubt, ог 
to invite agreement). 

eider-down /'aidedaun/ п [С] (quilted bed- 
covering filled with) soft feathers of a large, 
wild duck (called an 'eider). 

eight /eit/ adj, n[C] 1 (of) 8. 2 crew of eight in 


eisteddfod /electric 


a rowing-boat; race between these. 
eight-een /,e1'ti:n/ adj, п [С] (of) 18. 
eight-eenth /-'ti:n@/ adj, п [С] (abbr /8th) 
(of) one of 18 parts or the next after 17. 
eighth /eit@/ adj, п [С] (abbr 8th) (of) one of 8 
parts or the next after 7. 
eight-ieth /'eitio6/ adj, п [С] (abbr 80th) (of) 
one of 80 paris or the next after 79. 
eighty /'eiti/ adj, п [С] (of) 80. in the 
eighties, (a) (of a person’s age, tem- 
perature, speed, etc) between 79 and 90. (b) 
between ’79 and ’90 inacentury. 

eis-tedd-fod /|,ais'tedvod/ п [С] (in Wales) 
annual gathering of poets and musicians for 
competitions. 

either /'aida(r) US: 'i:der/ adj, pron 1 one or 
the other (of): E~ is capable of winning. Take 
~ half; they’ re exactly the same. E~ of them| 
E~ one will be satisfactory. (Note: any (one of) 
is used when the number is greater than two.) 
2 one and the other (of two): There was an 
armchair at ~ end of the long table. (Note: both 
and each are more usual.) 0 adv, conj 1 (used 
in statements after not): I don’t like the red one, 
and I don’t like the pink one, ~. > neither. 2 
either ... or, (used to introduce the first of 
two or more alternatives): He must be ~ mad 
or drunk. | 

ejacu-late /'4;=Куоец/ vz 1 (formal) say 
suddenly and briefly. 2 eject (fluid, eg semen) 
from the body. 
ejacu-la-tion /i,d3zzkju'leifn/ n[C,U] 

eject /i'dzekt/ vt,vi 1 compel (a person) to 
leave (a place); expel: They were ~ed from the 
meeting by the police. 2 send out (liquid, etc): 
lava ~ed from a volcano. 3 make an 
emergency exit, eg with a parachute from an 
aircraft. 
ejec-tion /i'd3ek{[n/n[C,U] 
ejec-tor /-ta(r)/, person who, that which, 
ejects. 
e'jector-seat, one in an aircraft for ejecting 
a pilot so that he may descend by parachute. 

eke’ /i:k/ vt make (supplies) enough for one’s 
needs by adding what 1$ not there; make a liv- 
ing, make something last in this way: eking out 
one’s grant by walking to college. 

elab-or-ate /i'leborat/ adj 1 worked out 
with much care and in great detail: ~ designs. 
2 carefully prepared and finished: ~ plans. о 
vi,vi /i'leboreit/ explain, describe, in detail: 
Please ~ (on your proposals) a little. 
elab-or-ation /i,lebo're1fn/n[C,U] 

elapse /i'leps/ vi (of time) pass. 

elas-tic /i'lestik/ adj 1 having the tendency 
to go back to the normal or previous size or 
shape after being pulled or pressed: ~ bands. 
Rubber is ~. 2 (fig) not firm, fixed or unalter- 
able; able to be adapted: ~ rules. о п [U] cord 
or material made elastic by weaving rubber in- 
to it: a piece of ~. | 
elas-tic-ity /,elz'stisoti US: Ш-/ п [0] the 
quality of being elastic. 

elate /i'leit/ vt stimulate; make happy, 
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pleased, etc: He was ~d at the news/~d by his 
success|~d to find that he had won. 

ela-tion /i'leifn/ [0] great happiness, etc: be 
filled with elation. 

el-bow /'elbou/ п [С] 1 (outer part of the) 
joint in the middle of the arm; corresponding 
part of a sleeve (in a jacket, etc). at one’s el- 
bow. close to; near by. 2 elbow bend; corner 
or joint (eg in a pipe or chimney) shaped like 
an elbow. о vt push or force (one’s way 
through, forward, etc): to ~ one’s way through 
acrowd. 

‘elbow grease, (informal) hard work. 
‘elbow room, space to move freely. 

el-der' /'elda(r)/ adj 1 (of members of a fami- 
ly, esp closely related members, or of two 
named members) senior: My ~ brother is in 
India. > old. 2 (used before or after a person’s 
name to distinguish that person from another 
of the same name): the ~ Pitt. on [С] 1 older 
of two persons: He is my ~ by several years. 2 
(pl) persons of greater age: Should we always 
follow the advice of our ~s? 3 official in some 
Christian churches. 

elder ‘statesman, one whose unofficial 
advice is sought and valued because of his 
long experience. 

el-der? /'elda(r)/ л [С] (kinds of) bush or smail 
tree with clusters of white flowers and red or 
black berries. 

el-der.-ly /'eldali/ adj (of a person) old. 

el-dest /'eldist/ adj first-born or oldest syr- 
viving (member of a family): my ~ son] 
brother. 

elect’ /i'lekt/ adj (used after the noun) chosen, 
selected: the bishop ~, not yet in office. он 
the ~, those persons specially chosen or con- 
sidered to be the best. 

elect? /i'lekt/ уг 1 choose by vote: to ~ a 
president. 2 choose; decide: He had ~ed to 
become a lawyer. 

elec-tion /i'Iek [п/ и [0] choosing or selection 
(of candidates for an office, etc) by vote: [C] 
instance of this: ~ results. & by-/general/ 
local election. 

elec-tion-eer-ing jilekfo'niorin/ и [U] 
working in elections, eg by canvassing, mak- 
ing speeches. 

elec-tive /i'iektiv/ adj 1 having the power to 
elect: an ~ assembly. 2 chosen or filled by elec- 
tion: an ~ office. 

elec-tor /i'lekto(r)/ п [С] person having the. 
right to elect (esp by voting at a local or gener- 
al election). 

elec-toral /i'lektoral/ adj of an election: the 
~al register, the list of voters. 

elec-tor-ate /-at/, whole body of qualified 
electors. 

elec-tric /i'lektrik/ adj 1 of, worked by, 
charged with, capable of developing, electric- 
ity: an ~ current|torch|/iron|shock,; playing an 
~ guitar, one with amplifiers for the sound, 2 
(fig) (eg of news) causing strong and sudden 
emotion. | 
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elec-tri-cal ji'icktrikl/ adj relating to elec- 
tricity: ~ engineering. 
elec-tri-cally /-kli/ adv 

elec-tri-cian /ijek'trifn/ и [С] expert in 
setting up, repairing and operating electrical 
apparatus. 

elec-tric-ity /ilek'trisoti/ и [U] 1 all of the 
phenomena associated with electrons (nega- 
tive charge) and protons (positive charge); the 
‘study of these phenomena. 2 supply of electric 
current (for heating, lighting, etc). 

elec-trify /'lektrifai/ уг (pt,pp -ied) 1 charge 
with electricity. 2 equip (a railway, etc) for the 
use of electric power. 3 (fig) excite, shock, as if 
by electricity: to ~ an audience by making an 
unexpected announcement. 
elec-tri-fi-ca-tion /i,lektrifi'keifn/ n [0] elec- 
trifying, eg of a steam railway to an electric 
railway. 

elec-tro- /i'lektrau/ prefix concerned with, 
caused by, electricity: electro-magnet. 
elec-tro-'car-dio-gram = /-'ka:diaugrem/, 
graphic pictures from an electrocardiograph, 
used in the diagnosis of heart disease. 
ielec-tro-'car-dio-graph, apparatus which 
detects and records activity in the muscles of 
the heart. 

,elec-tro-'mag-net, piece of soft iron that 
becomes magnetic when an electric current is 
passed through wire coiled round it. 

elec-tro-cute — /i'iektrakju:t/. vt КИШ 
accidentally, execute, by means of an electrical 
current. 

elec-tro-cu-tion /ilektra'kju:fn/n[C,U] 

elec-trode /i'icktraud/ п [С] solid conductor 
by which an electric current enters or leaves a 
vacuum tube, etc. > anode, cathode. 

elec-tron /i'lektron/ п [С] particle of matter, 
smaller than an atom, having a negative elec- 
tric charge. 
elec-tronic /ilek'tronik/ adj (a) of, using, 
devices such as transistors. (b) of, operated 
by, based on, electrons: ~ic music, produced 
by changing natural sounds using electric cur- 
rents, etc. 
elec-tron-ics n (used with a sing verb) the 
science and technology of electrons and elec- 
tronic devices and systems, as in radio, TV, 
tape recorders, calculators, computers, etc. 

el-egance /'eligons/ и [U] elegant quality or 
style. 

el-egant /‘eligant/ adj showing, having, done 
with, good taste; graceful: looking ~ in a long 
dress; ~ manners. 
el-egant-ly adv 

el-egy /'elid31/ п [С] (р! -ies) poem or song of 
sorrow, esp for the dead. 

el-ement /'elimont/ и [C] 1 (science) sub- 
stance which has not so far been split up into a 
simpler form by ordinary chemical methods: 
Water is a compound containing the ~s 
hydrogen and oxygen. 2 (according to the 
ancient philosophers): the four ~s, earth, air, 
fire and water (out of which the material 


electrical /élite 


universe was thought to be composed). т/ 
out of one’s element, in/not in suitable, 
preferred, etc surroundings: He’s in his ~ 
when they start talking about economics. 3 the 
~s, the forces of nature, the weather, etc: ex- 
posed to the ~s, to the winds, storms, etc. 4 
(р) beginnings or outlines of a subject of 
study; parts that must be learnt first: the ~s of 
geometry. 5 necessary or characteristic 
feature: Justice is an important ~ in good 
government. 6 suggestion, indication, trace: 
There’s an ~ of truth in his statement. © 
atom(2). 7 resistance wire in an electrical 
appliance (eg a heater). 

ele-men-tary /,eliimentri US: -teri/ adj of, 
at or in the beginning stage(s); not developed; 
simple: an ~ course; ~ arithmetic. 

el-eph.-ant /'elifont/ и [С] largest four-footed 
animal now living, with curved ivory tusks 
and a long trunk. > white elephant. 

el-ev-ate /'eliveit/ vt 1 send, promote, to a 
higher or more important position: ~d to the 
House of Lords. 2 (fig) make (the mind, mor- 
als) higher and better: an elevating book|/ 
sermon. | 

el-ev-ation /,eli'veifn/ n 1 [0] elevating or 
being elevated: ~ to the House of Lords; [С] in- 
stance of this. 2 [U] (formal) nobility or dig- 
nity: ~ of thought/style/language. 3 [С] height 
(esp above sea-level); hill or high place: an ~ 
of 2000 metres. 4 [С] plan (drawn to scale) of 
one side of a building. > plan(1). 

el-ev-ator /'eliveita(r)/ и [С] 1 machine like a 
continuous belt with buckets at intervals, used 
for raising grain, etc. 2 store-house for grain. 
3 person or thing that elevates, eg part of an 
aircraft that is used to gain or lose altitude. 4 
(US) = liftn(2). 

eleven /:'levn/ adj, n{C]1 (of) the number 11. 
2 team of eleven players for football, hockey 
or cricket. 
elev-enth /i'levan0/ adj, п [С] (abbr //th) (of) 
one of 11 parts or the next after 10. at the 
eleventh hour, at the latest possible time. 

elf jelfj n [C] (р! elves /elvz/) small fairy; 
mischievous little creature. 
elfin /‘elfin/ adj of elves: ~in dances/laughter. 
elf-ish /'elfi{/ adj mischievous. 

elicit /:'lisit/ vt cause to come out: to ~ the 
truth/a reply. 

eli-gible /'clidzabl/ adj fit, suitable, to be 
chosen; having the right qualifications: ~ for 
promotion|a pension{membership т a society; 
an ~ young man, eg one who would be a satis- 
factory choice as a husband. 
el-igi-bil-ity /,clidzo'bilatu/ n [U] 

elim-in-ate /i'limmeit/ vt remove; take or 
put away, get rid of (because unnecessary or 
unwanted): ~ suspects by interviewing them. | 
elim-in-ation /ilimi'neifn/ п [0] 

élite /ei'li:t/ п [С] group in society considered 
to be superior because of the power, privi- 
leges, etc of its members: the diplomatic ~. © 
egalitarian. 


élitist /embrace 

élit-ist /i'li:tist/ adj supporting, relying on, 
superiority or dominance of a group. 

elixir /i'likso(r)/ п [С] 1 preparation by which 
medieval scientists hoped to change metals 
into gold or (~ of life) to prolong life indefin- 
itely. 2 remedy that cures all ills. 

Eliza-bethan /i,lizo'bi:@n/ adj of the time of 
Queen Elizabeth I of England: the ~ age; ~ 
drama. о п [C] person who lived during her 
reign, eg Shakespeare. 

elk /elk/ и [С] one of the largest kinds of living 
deer, found in the Rocky Mountains, N 
America (where it is called a ‘moose’). 

el-lipse /i'lips/ и [С] regular oval. 
el-lip-tic /i'liptik/, el-lip-ti-cal /-kl/ adj 
shaped like an ellipse: an elliptical orbit. 

elm /elm/ п [С] common deciduous tree that 
grows to a great size and height; [U] its hard, 
heavy wood. 

elo-cu-tion /|,elo'kju:fn/ и [U] art or style of 
speaking well, esp in public. 

elon-gate /'i:lpngeit US: 115:9-/ vt,vi make 
or become long(er). 

elope /:'loup/ vi (of a woman) run away from 
home or a husband (with a lover). 
elope-mentz [СЦ] 

elo-quence /'elokwons/ и [U] skilful use of 
language to persuade or to appeal; fluent 
speaking. 
elo-quent /-ant/ adj 
elo-quent-ly adv 

else /els/ adv besides; in addition: Did you see 
anybody ~, any other person(s)? Have you 
anything ~ to do? Ask somebody ~ to help you. 
Nothing ~ (= Nothing more), thank you. We 
went nowhere ~, to no other place. How ~ (= 
In what other way) would you do it? or else, 
> ог(1). 

else-where /,els'wea(r) US: -'hwear/ adv 
somewhere else; in, at or to some other place. 

eluci-date /i'lu:sideit/ vt (formal) make 
clear; explain (a problem, difficulty). 
eluci-da-tion /1,lu:si'deifn/n[C,U] 

elude /i'lu:d/ vt (formal) escape capture (esp 
by means of a trick); avoid: ~ one’s enemies. 

elu-sive /i'lu:siv/ adj 1 tending to elude: an ~ 
criminal, 2 not easy to recall: an ~ word. 

elves /elvz/ p/of elf. 

"em /эт/ pron (informal) = them. 

em-aci-ate /i'merfieit/ vt (formal) make thin 
or lean: ~d by long illness. 
emaci-ation /1,merfi'eif{n/ 2 [0] 

ema-nate /'emene:t/ vi (formal) come, flow, 
proceed, from. 
ema-na-tion /,emoa'neifn/ и [СЧ] 

eman-.-ci-pate /i'mensipeit/ уг set free (esp 
from legal, political or moral restraint): an~d 
young woman, one who has freed herself from 
the conventions or restrictions of the com- 
munity to which she belongs. 

eman-.ci-pa-tion = /i,mensi'peifn/ п [U] 
emancipating or being emancipated: ~ from 
the authority of one’s parents. 

em-balm /im'ba:m/ vi preserve т dead 
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body) from decay by using spices or chemi- 
cals. 
em-balmer, person who embalms. 

em-bank-ment /im'benkmoant/ и [С] wall 
or mound of earth, stone, etc to hold back 
water or support a raised road or railway; 
roadway supported by such a wall: the 
Thames E~. 

em-bargo /im'ba:gau/ п [С] (p/ ~es) order 
that forbids trade, movement of ships, etc; _ 
stoppage of commerce, or of a branch of com- 
merce: lift/raise/remove an ~ (from some- 
thing). о vt (pt,pp ~ed) seize (ships ог goods) 
by government authority, for the service of the 
State. 

em-bark /im'ba:k/ vi,vt 1 go, put or take on 
board a ship: The soldiers ~ed for Malta. The 
ship ~ed passengers and cargo. 2 (formal) 
Start, take part in: ~ on/upon a new business 
undertaking. 
em-bar-ka-tion /emba:'kefn/ п [C,U] 

em-bar-rass /im'beres/ vt make a person 
feel uncomfortable, ashamed, etc: ~ing ques- 
tions; ~ed by having no money. 
em-bar-rass-ing-ly adv 
em-bar-rass-ment 7[C,U] 

em-bassy /'embas:/ и [С] (p/ -ies) duty and 
mission of an ambassador; his official resi- 
dence; ambassador and his staff: the French ~ 
in London; ~ officials. 

em-bed /im'bed/ vt (-dd-) 1 fix firmly (in a 
surrounding mass): stenes ~ded in rock. 2 
(fig) fix: facts ~ded in one’s memory. 

em-bel-lish /im'belif/ vt make beautiful; 
add ornaments or details to: ~ a story, eg by 
adding amusing but perhaps untrye details. 
em-bel-lish-ment 7 [СО] 

em-ber /'emba(r)/ п [С] (usually p/) small 
piece of burning wood or coal in a dying fire; 
ashes of a dying fire. 

em-bezzle /im'bezl/ vt use (money ог 
property placed in one’s care) deceitfully and 
illegally for one’s own benefit. 
em-bezzie-ment n[C,U] 

em-bit-ter /im'bita(r)/ vt make (even more) 
bitter(2): ~ed by repeated failures. 
em-bit-ter-mentz 

em-blem /'emblom/ и [С] symbol; device that 
represents something: an ~ of peace, eg a 
dove. . 
em-blem-atic /,embla'metik/ adj 

em-body /im'bpdi/ vi (pi,pp -ied) (formal) 1 
give form to ideas, feelings, etc: ~ one’s ideas 
in a speech. 2 include: The latest cameras ~ 
many new features. 
em-bodi-ment /im'bodimont/ и [С] (formal) 
expression of an idea: She is the embodiment of 


` kindness. 


em-boss /im'bps US: -'bo:s/ vt cause a pat- 
tern, writing, etc to stand out on (the surface 
of something); raise the surface of something 
into a pattern: ~ed notepaper; a silver vase 
~ed with a design of flowers. 

em-brace /im'breis/ vi,vi 1 take (a person, 
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etc) into one’s arms, as a sign of affection: em- 
bracing a child. They ~d. 2 (formal) accept; 
make use of: ~ an offer/opportunity. 3 (for- 
mal) (of things) include: ~ many colours in a 
single design. a п [С] act of embracing: He held 
her tohiminawarm~. 

em-bro-ca-tion j,embra'keifn/ и [U] oily 
liquid (a liniment) for rubbing a bruised or 
aching part of the body. 

em-broider /im'broida(r)/ vt,vi 1 sew (cloth) 
with a design: a dress ~ed with flowers; a de- 
sign ~ed in gold thread. 2 (fig) add untrue de- 
tails to a story for a better effect. 
em-broid-ery п [U] embroidered needle- 
work; art of embroidering. 

em-bryo /‘embriau/ п [С] (p/ ~s) 1 offspring 
of an animal in the early stage of its develop- 
ment before birth (or before coming out of an 
egg). 2 (fig) something in its very early stage of 
development. 
em-bry-onic /,embri'onik/ adj 

етепа /i'mend/ уг take out errors from: ~ a 
passage ina book. 

em-er-ald /'emorald/ и 1 [С] bright green 
precious stone. 2 [0] colour of this. 

emerge /i'm3:d3/ vi 1 come into view; (esp) 
come out (from water, etc): The moon was 
emerging from behind the clouds. 2 (of facts, 
ideas) appear; become known: No new ideas 
~d during the talks. 
emerg-ence /-d3ans/n [U] emerging. 
emerg-ent /-d3zant/ adj 

emerg-ency /i'ms:d3ansi/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [С] 
serious happening or situation needing quick 
action: This door is to be used only т ап ~. 2 
(used as an adjective): an ~ exit. 

em-ery /'emori/ и [0] hard metal used (esp in 
powdered form) for grinding and polishing: 
'^.-рарег. 

emigrant /'emigront/ п [С] person who emi- 
grates: ~s to Canada. 

emi-grate /'emigreit/ vi go away (from one’s 
own country to another to settle there). 
emi-gra-tion /,emi'greifn/n[C,U] 

émi-gré /'emigre: US: ,emi'grei/ и [С] person 
who has left his own country, usually for 
political reasons. 

emt-nence /'eminons/ n 1 [U] state of being 
famous or distinguished; superiority of posi- 
tion; win ~ as a scientist. 2 [C] area of high or 
rising ground. 3 His/ Your Ем, title used of (or 
to) a cardinal. 

emi-nent /'eminont/ adj (formal) 1 (of a per- 
son) distinguished: ~ asa sculptor. 2 (of quali- 
ties) remarkable in degree: a man of ~ good- 
ness. 
emi-nent-ly adv 

emir /e'mia(r)/ и [С] Muslim ruler; male 
descendant of Muhammad. 
emir-ate /e'mioreit/ и [С] rank, lands, etc of 
an emur: the great ~ates of Northern Nigeria. 

emis-sion /i'mifn/ и 1 [U] sending out or 
giving off: an ~ of light/heat. 2 [С] that which 
is sent out or given off. 


embrocation /emporium 


emit /i'mit/ vt (-tt-) give or send out: A vol- 
сапо ~s smoke and ashes. 

emo-tion /i'mausn/ и 1 [U] stirring up, ex- 
citement, of the mind or (more usually) the 
feelings; excited state of the mind or feelings: 
He thought of his dead child with deep ~. 2 [С] 
strong feeling of any kind: Love, joy, hate, fear 
and grief are ~s. 
emo-tional /-fanl/ adj (a) of, directed to, the 
emotions: an ~al appeal. (b) easily excited; 
capable of expressing strong feelings: an ~al 
woman|/actor/nature. 
emo-tion.ally /-ali/ adv 
emo-tion-less adj without (showing) emo- 
tion. 

emot-ive /i'mootiv/ adj of, tending to excite, 
the emotions: ~ Janguage. 

em-pale /im'peil/ vt = impale. 

em-pa-thy /'empo6:/ и [U] (power of) еп- 
tering into (and so fully understanding, and 
losing one’s identity in) the spirit of a person, a 
work of art, etc. 

em-peror /'empora(r)/ и [С] ruler of an 
empire. 

em-pha:sis /‘emfosis/ и [C,U] (p/ ~es) 1 
force or stress laid on a word or words to make 
the significance clear, or to show importance. 
2 (the placing of) special value or importance: 
Some schools lay| put special ~ on grammar. 

em-pha-size (also -ise) /'emfasaiz/ vt give 
emphasis to: He ~d the importance of careful 
driving. 

em-phatic /im'fetik/ adj having, showing, 
using, emphasis: an ~ opinion|person. 
em-phati-cally /-kli/ adv 

em-pire /'empaia(r)/ я 1 [С] group of coun- 
tries under a single supreme authority: the 
Roman E~. 2 [0] supreme political power: the 
responsibilities of ~. 

em-piric, em-piri-cal /im'pirtk(1)/ п [С], 
adj (person) relying on observation and ex- 
periment, not on theory. 
em-piri-cally /-kli/ adv 
em-piri-cism /im'pirisizam/ и [U] (theory 
which supports the) use of empirical evidence 
to decide the truth of something. 
em-pir-i-cist /-sist/[C] supporter of empiri- 
cism. 

em-ploy /im'ploi/ vt 1 give work to, usually 
for payment: He is ~ed т а bank. 2 (formal) 
make use of: How do you ~ your spare time? 
em-ploy-able /-abl/ adj that can be ет- 
ployed. 
em-ployee /,emploi'i:/, person who is ет- 
ployed. 
em-ployer, person who employs others. 

em-ploy-ment /im'ploimont/ и [U] 1 em- 
ploying or being employed. 2 one’s regular 
work or occupation. 
em'ployment agency, business establish- 
ment which helps a person (for a fee) to find a 
job. | 

em-por-ium /im'ps:riom/ и [С] (pl ~s) 
centre of commerce; market; large (food 


empower/end 


shop). 

em-power /im'paua(r)/ vi give power or 
authority to act. 

em-press /'empris/ и [С] 1 woman govern- 
ing anempire. 2 wife, widow, of an emperor. 

empty’ /'empti/ adj (-ier, -iest) having no- 
thing inside; containing nothing: an ~ box; ~ 
promises/words, not carried out, not meaning 
anything. ол [С] pl -ies) (usually p/) box, 
bottle, crate, etc that has been emptied. 
;empty-'handed adj bringing back nothing; 
carrying nothing away. | 
‚етрту-Кеа4еЯ adj not having common 
sense. 
emp-ti-ness /'emptines/ м [9] 

empty? /'empt:/ vi,vi (pt,pp -ied) make or be- 
come empty, remove what is inside: ~ one’s 
glass, drink everything in it; ~ (out) a drawer; 
~ the rubbish into the dustbin; ~ one’s pockets. 
The cistern empties (= becomes empty) in five 
minutes. 

emu /'i:mju:/ и [С] large flightless Australian 
bird that runs well. 

emulate /'emjuleit/ vt try to do as well as or 
better than. 

emu-la-tion /,emju'leifn/ и [0] emulating: in 
~ of each other. 

emul-sion /i'malfn/ я [C,U] (kinds of) 
creamy liquid in which particles of oil or fat 
are suspended: ~ paint. 

en- /in, en-/ (also em-) prefix 1 (~ + noun|/ 
verb = verb) put in or on: encase. 2 (~ + 
noun/adjective = verb) make into, cause to be: 
enlarge; empower. 

-en /-an/ suffix 1 (used to form the pp of some 
verbs): broken; hidden. 2 (used to form an 
adjective): wooden. 3 (used to form a verb): 
sadden. 

en-able /i'neibl/ vt make able, give authority 
or means: The end of the bus strike ~d people 
to get to work. 

en-act /i'nezkt/ vt 1 make (a law); decree; ог- 
dain. 2 perform on, or as though on, the stage 
of a theatre (act is more usual). 
en-act-ment 7 [0] enacting or being enacted; 
[C] law. 

en-amel /i'nem!/ п [0] 1 glass-like substance 
used for coating metal, porcelain, etc, for de- 
coration or аз a protection: ~ paint, paint 
which dries to make a hard, glossy surface. 2 
hard outer covering of teeth. с уг (-1-, US also 
-|-) cover, decorate, with enamel (esp with 
designs or decorations). 

en-amour (US = -amor) /i'nema(r)/ vz 
(usually passive) be enamoured of, fond of, 
delighted with: ~ed of one’s own voice. 

en-case /in'keis/ vt 1 put into a case. 2 sur- 
round or cover as with a case: an ice-cream ~d 
in chocolate. 

-ence |-ans/ suffix > -апсе. 

en-chant /in'tfa:nt US: -'t{ant/ vt 1 charm; 
delight: She was ~ed with|by the flowers you 
sent her. 2 use magic on; put under a magic 
spell: the ~ed palace, eg ina fairy tale. 
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en-chanter, man who enchants. 
en-chant-ress, woman who enchants. 
en-chant-ing adj charming; bewitching. 
en-chant-ing-ly adv 
en-chant-ment, (a) being enchanted. (b) 
[C] something which enchants; magic spell. 
(с) [9] charm; delight: the ~ment of тооп- 
light. 

en-circle /in'ss:kl/ vt surround; form a circle 
round: a lake ~d by trees. 
en-circle-mentn([C,U] 

en-clave /'enkleiv/ п [С] territory wholly 
within the boundaries of another. 

en-close /in'klouz/ vt 1 put а wall, fence, etc 
round; shut in on all sides: ~ a garden with a 
wall. 2 put in an envelope, parcel, etc: A 
cheque for £5 is ~d. 

en-clos-ure /in'klau3a(r)/ п 1 [U] enclosing: 
~ of common land; [C] instance of this. 2 [C] 
something enclosed (esp with a letter). 

en-com-pass /in'kamposs/ у! encircle; en- 
velop; consist of. 

en-core /'pnko:(r)/ int Repeat! Again! о vt, п 
[С] (call for a) repetition (of a song, etc) ог 
further performance by the same person(s): 
The singer gave three ~s. 

en-coun-ter /in'kaunta(r)/ vt find oneself 
faced by (danger, difficulties, etc); meet (an 
enemy or enemies); meet (a friend, etc) un- 
expectedly. о л [С] sudden or unexpected (esp 
hostile) meeting: an ~ with the bank manager. 

en-cour-age /in'karid3 US: -'kar-/ vt give 
hope, courage or confidence to; support: ~ a 
man to work harder; ~ a boy in his studies. 
en-cour-age-ment, (а) [U] encouraging: 
words of ~ment. (b) [С] something that en- 
courages: Praise is ап ~~ment to the young. 

en-croach /in'krautf/ vi go beyond what is 
right or natural: ~ on/upon his rights|time/ 
land. 
en-croach-ment 1 [СЧ] 

en-crust /in'krast/ vi,vi 1 cover with a crust; 
put on (a surface) a layer of ornamental or 
costly material: a gold vase ~ed with precious 
stones. 2 form into a crust. 

en-cum-ber /in'kamba(r)/ vt 1 get in the 
way of, be a burden to: be ~ed with a large 
family. 2 crowd; fill up: а room ~ed with old 
and useless furniture. 

en-cum-brance /in‘kambrons/ и [С] thing 
that encumbers; burden: An idle grown-up 
daughter may be an ~ to her parents. 

en-cyc-li-cal /,en'siklikl/ п [С], adj (letter 
written by the Pope) for wide circulation. 

en-cy-clo-pedia (also -paedia) /in,sai- 
kla'pi:dia/ п [С] (р! ~s) book, or set of books, 
giving information about every branch of 
knowledge, or on one subject, with articles in 
ABC order. 
en-cy-clo-pedic 
/1n,saikla'pi:dik/ adj 

end! /end/ п [С] 1 farthest or last part: the ~ of 
a road|stick|line; the house at the ~ of the 
street; the west/east ~ of a town, the parts in 


(also -paedic) 
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the west/east. begin/start at the ,wrong 
‘end, in the wrong way, at a wrong point. go 
off the 'deep end, express uncontrolled 
anger. make (both) ends ‘meet, live with- 
in one’s income. at а foose ‘end, having 
nothing important or interesting to do. оп 
'епа, (a) upright: Place the barrel/box on (its) 
~~. His hair stood on ~. (6) continuously: for 
two hours оп ~. end оп, with the ends meet- 
ing: The two ships collided ~ on, the stern (or 
bows) of one struck the stern (or bows) of the 
other. епа to ‘end, in a line with the ends 
touching: Arrange the tables ~ to ~. 2 small 
piece that remains: a ,ciga'rette ~; odds and 
^5. 3 finish; conclusion: at the ~ of the аау| 
the century. We shall never hear the ~ of it/the 
matter, It will be talked about for a long time 
to come. (be) at an end, finished: The war 
was а! ап ~. (be) at the end of, have по: 
She was at the ~ of her patience. come to an 
end, finish: The meeting came to ап ~ at last: 
put an end to sth, finish it, get rid of it (ac- 
cording to context): You must put an ~~ to your 
bad behaviour. in the end, finally, at last: He 
tried many ways of earning a living; in the ~ he 
became a farm labourer. no end of, (infor- 
mal) very many or much, very great, etc: We 
met no ~ of interesting people. without end, 
never reaching an end: We had trouble without 
~.4 death: He’s nearing his ~, is dying. 5 pur- 
pose, aim: gain/win/achieve one’s ~(s); with 
this ~ in view; for|to this ~. 

end? /еп4/ vi,vt (cause to) come to an end; 
reach an end: The road ~s here. How does the 
story ~? Let's ~ with some slow music. end 
up, finish: Jf you steal, yowll ~ up in prison, 
will one day be sent to prison. We started with 
soup, and had fruit to ~~ up with. end it alll, (in- 
format) kill oneself. 
end-ing, last part, esp ofa word ога story. 

en-dan-ger /in'deind3a(r)/ vt put in danger; 
cause danger to: ~ one’s chances of success. 

en-dear /in'dia(r)/ vt make dear or precious: 
~ oneself to everyone, ап ~ing smile. 
en-dear-ing-ly adv 
en-dear-ment n [C,U] act, word, expression, 
of affection: a term of ~meni, eg darling. 

en-deav-our (US = -vor) /in'deva(r)/ п [С] 
(formal) effort (the usual word): Please make 
every ~ to be early. vitry (the usual word): ~ 
to please one’s wife. 

en-demic /en'demik/ n [С], adj (disease) 
often recurring in a country or area, or among 
a particular class of people, eg miners. © 
epidemic. 

en-dive /'endiv US. -daiv/ п [©] kind of 
curly-leaved chicory, used as salad. 

end-less /'endlis/ adj having no end; never 
stopping: a woman with ~ patience. 
end-less-ly adv 

en-dorse /in'do:s/ vt 1 write one’s name on 
the back of (a cheque). 2 write comments, etc 
in, on the back of, (a document): His driving 
licence has been ~d, a record of a motoring of- 


end /enfranchise 


fence has been entered in it. 3 approve, 
support, a claim, statement, etc. 
en-dorse- ment и [СО] 

en-dow /in'dau/ vt 1 give money, property, 
etc to provide a regular income for (eg a col- 
lege). 2 be endowed with, be born with 
(qualities, etc): be ~ed by nature with great 
talents. 

en-dow-ment /in'daomont/n 1 [0] endow- 
ing. 2 [С] money, property, etc given to (a col- 
lege, etc) provide an income. 3 [C] (formal) 
talent. 

en-dur-ance /in'd3uerans US: -'dua-/ п [0] 
ability to endure: He showed remarkable 
powers of ~. past/beyond endurance, to 
an extent that can no longer be endured. 
en'durance test, test of how long a person 
or thing can put up with suffering, working 
hard, loneliness, etc. 

en-dure /in'd3zua(r) US: -'duar/ vt,vi 1 suffer 
pain, hardship, etc: If help does not come, we 
must ~ to the end, suffer until death comes. 2 
= bear?(6) (which is more usual.) 3 last; con- 
tinue in existence: fame that will ~ for ever. 
en-dur-able /-abl/ adj able to endure. 
en-dur-ing adj lasting: an enduring peace. 
en-dur-ing-ly adv 

end-ways /'endweiz/ (also -wise /-waiz/) 
‚аду with the end towards the spectator; end 
forward; end to end. 

en-ema /'enamo/ п [С] (syringe used for an) 
injection of liquid into the rectum. 

en-emy /'enomi/ и [С] (p/ -ies) 1 person who 
feels hatred and tries or wishes to harm or at- 
tack: A successful man often has many enemies. 
2 the ~, armed forces of a nation with which 
one’s country is at war; The ~ were forced to 
retreat. 3 (used as an adjective) of the enemy: 
~ aircraft/ships. 4 anything that harms or in- 
jures: Laziness is his chief~. 

en-er-getic /,ena'dzetik/ adj having, done 
with, energy(1). 
en-er-geti-cally /-kli/ adv 

en-ergy /епэ45/ п (р! -ies) 1 [U] force, 
strength; capacity to do things and get things 
done: He had so much ~ that he did the work of 
three men. He’s full of ~. 2 (pl) (person’s) 
powers available for working, or as used in 
working: apply/devote all one’s energies to a 
task. 3 [Ч] capacity for, power of, doing work: 
electrical ~. 

en-er-vate /'enoveit/ vt (formal) cause to lose 
physical or moral strength: a country with an 
enervatirng climate. 

en-fold /in'fauld/ vt enclose (in one’s arms). 

en-force /:n'fo:s/ vt 1 compel obedience to; 
impose: ~ discipline/silence. 2 give strength 
to: Have you any statistics that would ~ your 
argument? 
en-force-able /-ab|/ adj capable of being en- 
forced. 
en-force-mentn[U] 

en-fran-chise /in'frentfaiz/ vt 1 give poli- 
tical rights to (esp, the right to vote at par- 


engage/enough 


liamentary elections): /n Great Britain women 
were ~d in 1918. 2 set free (slaves). 

en-gage /in'geid3/ v/,vi 1 obtain the right to 
employ: ~ him as a guide/an interpreter. 2 en- 
gage in, take part in; busy oneself with: ~ in 
politics. be engaged (in), be busy (with), be 
occupied; take part in: be ~d т business|in 
writing a novel. 3 promise, agree, to marry: 
Tom and Anne are ~d. Tom is ~d to Anne. 4 
(formal) attract: Nothing ~s his attention for 
long. 5 attack; begin fighting with: The general 
did not ~ the enemy. 6 (of parts of a machine) 
lock together; (cause to) fit into: The teeth of 
one wheel ~ with those of the other. 
en-gaged adj (of a telephone line) in use: The 
~d tone you can hear means that someone else 
is using the line. 
en-gag-ing adj attractive; charming: an en- 
gaging smile/manner. 
en-gag-ingly adv 

en-gage-ment /in'geidz3mont/ n[C] 1 agree- 
ment to marry: Their ~ was announced in the 
papers. 2 arrangement to go somewhere, meet 
someone or do something, at a fixed time: / 
can’t come because of another ~. 3battle: The 
admiral tried to bring about an ~, to make the 
enemy fight. 4 [C,U] engaging (of part of a 
machine, etc): ~ of first gear. 
en'gagement ring, one given by aman toa 
woman when they agree to marry. 

en-gen-der /in'dzenda(r)/ vt (formal) be the 
cause of: Crime is often ~ed by poverty. 

en-gine /'end3in/ и [С] machine that converts 
energy into power or motion: a 'steam-~; a 
new ~ for amotor-vehicle. 
'engine-driver, (esp) man who drives a rail- 
way engine. 

en-gin-eer /,end3'nia(r)/ п [С] 1 person who 
designs machines, bridges, railways, docks, 
etc: a civiljelectrical ~. 2 skilled and trained 
person in control of an engine or engines: the 
chief ~ of a ship. 3 member of the branch of an 
army (called the E~s) that builds roads and 
bridges, controls communications, etc. 0 vt,vi 
1 act, construct or control as an engineer. 2 
(formal) arrange or bring about skilfully: ~ a 
scheme|plot. 

‘en-gin-eer-ing, the technology, work or 
profession of an engineer. 

Eng-lish /'inglif/ 11 the English language. 2 
the ~, English people. о adj i of England. 2 
of, written in, spoken in, the English language. 
Eng-lish-man, man born in England. 
Eng-lish-woman, woman born in England. 

en-grave /in'greiv/ vt 1 cut or carve (lines, 
words, designs, on) a hard surface: апате ~d 
on a tombstone. 2 engrave with, mark such 
surfaces with (an inscription, etc). 3 (fig) im- 
press deeply (omthe memory or mind). 
en-graver, person who engraves designs, etc 
on stone, metal, etc. 
en-grav-ing, (a) [U] art of cutting or carving 
designs on metal, stone, etc. (b).[C] copy of a 
picture, design, etc printed from an engraved 
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plate. 

en-gross /in'graus/ vt take up all the time or 
attention of: Не’5 ~ed in his work/a book. 

en-gulf /in'galf/ vt swallow up (as in a gulf): a 
boat ~ed in the sea/ waves. 

en-hance /in‘ha:ns US: -'hens/ vt add to (the 
value, attraction, powers, price, etc). 

enigma /i'nigmo/ и [С] (p/ ~s) question, per- 
son, thing, circumstance, that is puzzling. 
enig-matic /,enig'matik/ adj difficult to 
understand; mysterious. 
enig-mati-cally /-kli/ adv 

en-joy /in'd3o1/ vt 1 get pleasure from; take 
delight in: ~ one’s dinner. 2 have as an advan- 
tage or benefit: ~ good health/a good income. 
3 enjoy oneself, experience pleasure; be 
happy. | 
en-joy-able /-abl/ adj giving joy; pleasant: an 
~able meallevening. 
en-joy-ably /-abli/ adv 

en-joy-ment /in'dzoimont/ 71 [U] pleasure; 
joy; satisfaction: to think only of|live for ~. 2 
[U] (formal) possession and use: be in the ~ of 
good health. 3 [С] something that gives joy and 
pleasure. 

en-large /in'la:d3/ vt,vi 1 make or become 
larger: ~ а photographione’s house. 2 (fermal) 
say or write more about: / need not ~ on this 
matter; you all know my views. 
en-large-ment7[C,U] 

en-lighten /in'laitn/ vt give more knowledge 
to; free from ignorance, misunderstanding or 
false beliefs: Can you ~ те on this subjeci, help 
me to understand it better? 
en-light-ened adj free from ignorance, pre- 
judice, superstition, etc: in these ~ed days. 
en-lighten-ment 7 [0] enlightening or being 
enlightened: for the ~ment of mankind. 

en-list /in'list/ vt,vi 1 take into, enter, the 
armed forces: ~ a recruit; ~ as a volunteer in 
the army. 2 (formal) obtain; get the support of: 
Can I~ your help т а charitable cause? 
en-list-ment 7 [СО] 

en-liven /in'laivn/ vt make (more) lively: 
How can we ~ the party? 

en-mity /'enmaoti/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [U] hatred. 2 
[С] particular feeling of hatred. 

enor-mity /1'no:moti/ п (pl -ies) (formal) 1 
[U] great wickedness: Does he realize the ~ of 
his offence? 2 [С] serious crime. 3 immense 
size: the ~ of the problem of feeding the world 5 
population in 2000 AD. 

enor-mous /i'no:mas/ adj very great; im- 
mense: ап ~ sum of money. 
eror-mous-ly adv to a great extent: The town 
has changed ~ly. Pm~ly grateful. 

enough /i'naf/ п, adj, adv (quantity or num- 
bers) as great as is needed; as much or as many 
as necessary: There’s ~ food|/food ~ for ever- 
body. Will £5 be ~ for you/~ to meet your 
needs? (Note: as an adjective ‘enough’ may 
either precede or follow a noun; аз a noun. it 
occurs in the pattern: ~ (of the/this/thatfhis, 
etc + noun).) © fair®. о adj 1 to the right or 
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necessary degree; sufficiently: The meat is not 
cooked ~. You're old ~ to know better. 2 ade- 
quate (but sometimes used to suggest some- 
thing could be better, etc): She sings well ~, 
but 3 oddly/curiously/strangely ~, in a way 
that is odd, etc. & sure adv(1). 

en-quire, en-quiry /in'kwata(r), 
in'kwalori/ у, и & inquire, inquiry. 

en-rage /in'reid3/ уг fill with газе: ~d at/by 
his stupidity. | 

en-rap-ture /in'reptfa(r)/ vt (formal) fill 
with great delight or Joy. 

en-rich /in'rit{/ vt make rich; improve in 
quality, flavour, etc: ~ the mind (with know- 
ledge); soil ~ed with manure. 
en-rich-ment 7 [СО] 

en-roll, en-rol /in'raul/ vt,vi (cause to) be- 
come a member of a society or institute: to ~ 
in evening classes; to ~ (a person) as a member 
of a society|club. 
en-roll-ment 7 [СЦ]: a school with an~ment 
of 800 pupils. 

en route /,a:n 'ru:t US: ‚оп 'raut/ adv on the 
way: We stopped at Paris ~ from Rome to 
London. 

en-semble /a:n'sa:mbl US: оп5отЫ/ п [С] 
1 something viewed as a whole; general effect. 
2 (music) passage of music in which all the per- 
formers unite; group of musicians who play 
together regularly (smaller than an orchestra). 

en-shrine /in'frain/ vt (formal) place or keep 
in, or as in, a shrine; serve as a shrine for: basic 
human rights ~d in the constitution. 

en-sign /'ensa:n/n[C]1 naval flag or banner. 
2 badge or symbol (of office, authority). 

en-slave /in'sleiv/ vt make а slave of. 
en-slave-ment7[U] 

en-snare /in'snea(r)/ vt catch in, or as in, a 
snare or trap. 

en-sue /in'sju: US: -'su:/ vi happen later; fol- 
low, happen as a result: in the ensuing (= next) 
year. 

en-sure (US = in-sure) /in'fua(r)/ vi,vi 1 
make sure; guarantee: J can’t ~ that he will be 
there in time. 2 make safe: We ~d (ourselves) 
against possible disappointment. 3 secure; as- 
sure: These documents ~ to you the authority 
you need. 

-ent /-ant/ suffix > -ant. 

en-tail /in'teil/ vz 1. make necessary: That will 
~ an early start. 2 (legal) leave (land) to a line 
of heirs so that none of them can give it away 
or sell it. on [U] settlement of landed property 
in this way; [C] the property. 

en-tangle /in'tengl/ vt 1 catch in a snare or 
among obstacles: My fishing line got ~d in 
weeds. 2 (fig) put or get into difficulties, in un- 
favourable circumstances: entangling oneself 
with money-lenders. 
en-tangle-ment, (a) [U] entangling or be- 
ing entangled; [С] situation that entangles: 
emotional ~ments. (b) (pl) barrier of stakes 
and barbed wire to prevent an enemy’s ad- 
vance. 


enquire /entire 


en-tente /a:n'ta:nt US: pn'tont/ и [С] (group 
of States with a) friendly understanding. 
en,tente ,cordi'ale /,ko:di'a:l/, one between 
two governments. 

en-ter /'enta(r)/ vt,vi 1 come or go into: The 
train ~ed a tunnel. 2 become a member of; 
join: ~ university. 3 enter into sth (with 
$6), begin, open: ~ into negotiations with a 
business firm. 4 (esp) make a start on: ~ on/ 
upon a new career|another term of office. 5 
write, record names, details, etc in a book, etc: 
~ (up) an item in the accounts. 6 give the name 
of a person, etc for a competition, race, etc: ~ 
oneself for an examination; ~ a horse for the 
Derby. 

en-ter-prise /'entopraiz/ и 1 [С] undertak- 
ing, esp one that needs courage or boldness or 
that offers difficulty. 2 [U] courage and will- 
ingness to engage in such projects: He is aman 
of great ~. 3 [U] carrying on of commercial 
projects: Do you prefer private ~ to nationali- 
zation of major industries? 

en-ter-pris-ing adj having, showing, enter- 
prise(2). 

en-ter-tain /,ento'tem/ vt 1 receive (people) 
as guests; give food and drink to: The Smiths 
~ a great deal/do a great deal of ~ing, often 
give parties, etc. 2 amuse, interest: We were all 
~ed by his tricks. 3 be ready to consider: ~ a 
proposal; have in the mind: ~ ideas, doubts. 
en-ter-tainer, person who entertains(2), eg 
a singer, comedian. 

en-ter-tain-ing adj pleasing; amusing. 

en-ter-tain-ment /,entetemmoent/ и 1 [U] 
entertaining or being entertained(1,2): a hotel 
famous for its ~. He fell into the water, much to 
the ~ of the onlookers. 2 [С] performance (at a 
theatre, circus, etc). 

en-thral (also, esp US en-thrall) /in'@ro:1/ vt 
(-Il-) 1 take the whole attention of; please 
greatly: ~/led by an exciting story. 2 greatly 
attract: ~/ed by awoman’s beauty. 

en:throne /in'@raun/ vt place a king ог 
bishop on a throne. 

en-throne-ment7[C,U] 

en-thuse /in'6ju:z US: -'Ou:z/ vi (informal) 
show great enthusiasm for: enthusing over the 
new carpeis. 

en-thusi-asm /n'@ju:ziezom US: -'@u:-/ п 
[0] strong feeling of admiration or interest: 
arouse ~ in him; feel по ~ for|/about the play; 
an outburst of ~. 

en-thusi-ast /in'Oju:ziest US: -'@u:-/ и [С] 
person filled with enthusiasm: a 'sports ~/~ 
for sports. 

en-thusi-astic /in,Qju:zi'estik US: -,Ou:-/ 
adj full of enthusiasm: ~ fans of a pop star. 
en-thusi-asti-cally /-kli/ adv 

en-tice /in'tais/ vt tempt or persuade: ~ her 
into doing something|to do something wrong. 
en-tice-ment 7[C,U] 

en-tire /in'taio(r)/ adj whole, complete; un- 
broken: She was in ~ ignorance of what was 
being done. : he 


entitle /epidemic 


en-tire-ly adv 
different. 
en-tire-ty /in'tarorati/ п [U] completeness: 
We must examine the question in its ~ty, asa 
whoie, not in parts only. 

en-title /in'taitl/ vt 1 have as a title: a book 
~d ‘Adam Bede’. 2 (of conditions, circum- 
stances, qualities, etc) give a right (to): [f you 
Дай three times, you are not ~~d to try any more. 
en-titie-ment7[U] 

en-tity /‘entot:/ n (р/ -ies) 1 [С] something 
that has real-existence; a thing’s existence 
(contrasted with its qualities, relations, etc). 2 
[9] being; existence. 

en-to-mo-logi-cal /,entama'ind3:k!/ adj of 
entomology. 

en-to-mol-ogist /,enta'mpladzist/ и [С] 
student of, expert in, entomology. 

ento-mol-ogy /,entso'mpladzi/ п [9] the 
study of insects. 

en-tour-age /,ontu'ra:3/ п [С] all those ac- 
companying and attending on an important 
or high-ranking person: the Emir and his ~. 

en-trails /'entreilz/ п p/ bowels; intestines. 

en-trance'’ /‘entrans/ и 1 [С] opening, gate, 
door, passage, etc by which one enters: The ~ 
to the cave had been blocked up. 2 [СП] com- 
ing or going in; coming of an actor on to the 
Stage: the university ~ examination. Actors 
must learn their ~s and exits, when to come on 
and leave the stage. 3 [C,U] right of entering: 
to be refused ~. 

en-trance? /in'tra:ns US: -'trens/ vt оуег- 
come, carry away, aS in a dream, with 
pleasure: ~d with the music. She stood ~d at 
the sight. 

en-trant /‘entrant/ и [С] person who enters to 
a profession, for a competition, race, etc. 

en-treat /in'tri:t/ vt ask earnestly: / ~ you to 
show mercy. 

en-treaty /in'tri:ti/ 2 [C,U] (p/ -ies) earnest 
request(ing): He was deaf to all entreaties. 

en-trée /‘a:ntre: US: 'pntre1/ п 1 [0] right or 
privilege of admission. 2 [C] dish served be- 
tween the fish and the meat course. 

en-trench /in'trent{/ vt 1 surround or 
protect with a trench or trenches. 2 establish 
firmly: customs ~ed by tradition. 

entre-pre-neur /,a:ntropra'ns:(r)/ n [С] per- 
son who organizes and manages a commercial 
undertaking. 

en-trust /in'trast/ vt (formal) trust a person 
to complete or look after something: Can [~ 
the task to youl~ you with the task? 

en-try /‘entri/ и [С] (p/ -ies) 1 coming or going 
in: Thieves had forced an ~ into the building. 2 
(place of) entrance; right of entering. 3 item in, 
section of, a list; item noted in an account 
book: dictionary entries; make an ~ in the ac- 
counts. 4 (list, number, of) persons, etc enter- 
ing for a competition: a large ~ for the 
examination|for the race. 

enu-mer-ate /i'nju:moreit US: inu:-/ vt 
count, go through, (a list of articles) naming 


completely: ~/y wrong/ 
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them one by one. 
enu-mer-ation /inju:ma'reifn (5. tnu:-/ я 
[О] enumerating; [С] list. 

enun-ci-ate /i'nansieit/ vt,vi 1 say, pro- 
nounce, (words): He ~s (his words) clearly. 2 
express a theory, etc clearly or definitely. 
enun-ci-ation /i,nansi'eifn/ n[U] 

en-velop /en'velop/ vt wrap up, cover, on all 
sides: hills ~ed in mist. 
еп.уе!ор-тепеи [0] 

en-vel-ope /‘envalaup/ и [С] paper wrapper 
or covering for a letter, etc. 

en-vi-able /‘enviobl/ adj likely to cause envy 
(used both of the object and the person, etc, 
possessing it): ап ~ school record, one of great 
success, etc. 

en-vi-ous /'envios/ adj full of, feeling, ex- 
pressing, envy: ~ of her success; ~ looks; 
looking at it with ~ eyes. 
en-vi-ous-ly adv 

en-vi-ron-ment /in'vaisranment/ я (сойес- 
tive sing) surroundings, circumstances, influ- 
ences: suffer froma badhome~. 
;\Department of the En'vironment, (in 
GB) department responsible for land plan- 
ning, construction industries, transport, 
preservation of public amenities, control of 
air and water pollution, the protection of the 
coast and the countryside. 
en-vi-ron-mental /in,vaioran'mentl/ adj 

en-virons /ш!Уа1эгэп2/ и pi districts sur- 
rounding а town, etc: Berlin and its ~. 

en-vis-age /in'vizid3/ vt face danger, facts, 
etc; picture in the mind (esp a particular as- 
pect); expect: He had not ~d seeing her again. 

en-voy /‘envoi/ п [С] 1 messenger, esp one 
sent оп a special mission. 2 diplomatic agent 
next in rank below an ambassador. 

envy’ /‘env:/ и [U] 1 feeling of jealous resent- 
ment (at another’s better fortune): He was 
filled with ~ at my success. 2 object of such 
feeling: His splendid new car was the ~ of all 
his friends|an object of ~ to all his friends. 

envy? /'envi/ vt (pt,pp -ied) feel envy of: Г ~ 
you. [> your good fortune. 

en-zyme /‘enzaim/ и [С] organic chemical 
substance formed in living cells, able to cause 
changes in other substances without being 
changed itself. 

ep-aulet (also ep-aul-ette) /‘epalet/ и [С] 
ornamental strip of cloth on the shoulder of a 
military officer’s uniform. 

ёрёе /егре/ п [С] sharp-pointed slender 
sword used in fencing. 

ephem-er-al /i'femoral/ adj living, lasting, 
for a very short time. 

epic /‘epik/ и [С], adj 1 (poetic account) of the 
deeds of one or more great heroes, or of a na- 
tion’s past history, eg Homer’s /liad. 2 (of a) 
film made using large crowds and many loca- 
tions. 

epi-demic /,epi'demik/ п [С], adj (disease) 
spreading rapidly among many people in the 
same place for a time: а Ум ^. > endemic. 
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epi-der-mis /'epids:mis/ м [U] (anaz) outer 
layer of the skin. 

epi-glot-tis /,epi'glptis/ м [С] (anat) struc- 
ture of tissue at the root of the tongue, lowered 
during swallowing to prevent food, etc from 
entering the windpipe. 

epi-gram /'epigrem/ n [С] short poem or 
saying expressing an idea in a clever and 
amusing way. 
epi-gram-matic /,epigro'metik/ adj 

epi-lepsy /'epilepsi/ п [U] nervous disease 
causing a person to fall unconscious (often 
with violent involuntary movements). 

ept-lep-tic /,epi'leptik/ adj of epilepsy: an ~ 
fit.on [C] person suffering from epilepsy. 

epi-logue (US = -log) /'epilog US: -lo:g/ п 
[C] last part of a literary work, esp a poem 
spoken by an actor at the end ofa play. 

epi-sode /|'episoud/ п [С] (description of) one 
event in a chain of events. 
epi-sodic /,epi'spdik/ adj 

epistle /i'pisl/ п [С] (old use) letter. the 
E~s, letters included in the New Testament, 
written by the Apostles. 

epi-taph /'epita:f US: -tef/ п [С]. words 
(describing a dead person), usually cut оп a 
tombstone. 

epi-thet /'epidet/ п [С] adjective or phrase 
used to describe the character of a person or 
thing, as in ‘Alfred the Great’. 

epit-ome /1'pitami/ и [С] 1 short summary of 
a book, speech, etc. 2 something which shows, 
on a small scale, the characteristics of a much 
larger thing. 
epit-om-ize (also -ise) /i'pitamaiz/ vt make 
or be anepitome of. 

ep-och /'i:pok US: 'epak/ и [С] (beginning of 
a) period of time in history, life, etc marked by 
special events or. characteristics: Einstein’s 
theory marked a new ~ in mathematics. 

equal /'i:kwal/ adj 1 the same in size, amount, 
number, degree, value, etc: ~ pay for ~ work; 
~ opportunity, divide it into two ~ parts; two 
boys of ~ height. 2 equal to, having strength, 
courage, ability, etc for: She was ~ to the occa- 
sion, was able to deal with it. оп [С] person or 
thing equal to another: /s he your ~ in 
strength? o vt (-ll-, US also -1-) be equal to: He 
~s те in Strength but not in intelligence. 
equally /'i:kwali/ adv in an equal manner; in 
equal shares: ~/y clever. Divide it ~ly. 
equal.ity /i'kwoloti/ п [U] the state of being 
equal: social/sexual ~ity. 
equal-ize (also -ise) /‘i:zkwolaiz/ vt make 
equal: Liverpool were losing by one goal to nil 
but ~d (= scored) in the last minute. Hence, 
equal-izer (also -iser) м the goal scored. 
equal.iz-ation (also -isation) 
/,zkwoalai'zeifn US: -li'z-/ п [9] 

equa:-nim-ity /,ekwa'nimoti/ п [U] (formal) 
calmness of mind or temper: bear misfortune 
with~. 

equate /:'kweit/ vt consider, treat (one thing 
as being equal): / ~~ happiness with health. 
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equa:tion /i'kweizn/ п 1 [С] statement of 
equality between two expressions by the sign 
(=) as in: 2x + 5 = 11.2 [U] making equal, 
balancing, eg of demand and supply. 

equa: ‘tor |i'kweata(r)/ n (often the E~) (re- 
gion near an) imaginary line around the 
Earth, or drawn on maps, at an equal distance 
from the north and south poles. 
equa-tor-ial /,ekwa'to:riol/ adj of or near the 
equator: equatorial Africa. 

equerry /'ekweri/ и [С] (р/ -ies) 1 officer in 
the court of a ruler. 2 officer in attendance оп 
a member of the royal family. 

eques-trian /i'kwestrion/ adj of horse- 
riding: ~ skill. ол [С] person clever at horse- 
riding: an ~ performer. 

еди!- /,i:kwi-/ prefix equal, the same: egui- 
valent. 

equi-dis-tant |,i:kwi'distant/ adj separated 
by equal distance(s) (from). 

equi-lat-eral /,i:kwi'leteral/ adj having all 
sides equal: an ~ triangle. 

equi-lib-rium /,i:kwi'libriom/ п [U] state. of 
being balanced: maintain|lose one’s ~. 

equine /'ekwaimn/ adj of, like, a horse; of 
horses. ; 

equi-nox /'i:kwinpks/ п [С] time of the year 
at which the sun crosses the equator and when 
day and night are of equal length: the spring 
(= vernal) ~, 20 Mar; the autumnal ~, 22 or 
23 Sept. 

equip /i'kwip/ vt (-pp-) supply (a person, 
oneself, a ship, etc) (with what is needed, for a 
purpose): ~ oneself for a task; ~ a ship for a 
voyage; ~ soldiers with uniforms and weapons. 
equip-ment, (a) equipping or being 
equipped: The ~ment of his laboratory took 
time and money. (b) (collective noun) things 
needed for а particular purpose: ‘radar 
~ment. 

equi-table /'ekwitabl/ adj fair; just; reason- 
able. 
equi-tably /-abli/ adv 

equity /'ekwoti/ 1 [U] fairness; right igs 
ment. 2 [U] (esp, English law) principles of 
justice outside common law or Statute law, 
used to correct laws when these would apply 
unfairly in special circumstances. 3 (p/) (-ies) 
ordinary stocks and shares not bearing fixed 
interest. | 

equiv-al-ent /i'kwivalont/ adj equal in 
value, amount, meaning: What is $5 ~ to in 
French francs? с п [С] thing that is equivalent: 
[5 there a French word that is the exact ~ of the 
English word ‘home’? 

equivo-cal |i'kwivakl/ adj having a double 
or doubtful meaning; open to doubt: an ~ 
reply. 

-er /-a(r)/ suffix 1 (verb + ~ = noun) person 
carrying out the action: runner. 2 (noun + ~ 
= noun) practiser of: philosopher. 3 (also -г) 
(used to form a comparative): stronger; rarer. 

era /'1ora/ п [С] period in history, starting from 
a particular time or event: the Christian~. 


eradicate /essence 


eradi-cate /i'redikeit/ vt 1 pull up by the 
roots. 2 destroy or put an end to: ~ crime/ 
typhoid fever. 
eradi-ca-tion /1,redi'keifn/ и [Ц] 

erase /i'reiz US: пге1$/ vt rub or scrape out: ~ 
pencil marks. 
eraser, thing used to erase. 

erect! /i'rekt/ adj upright; standing on end: 
stand~. 
erect-ly аду 
erect-ness и [0] 

erect? /пгеКи/ уг 1 build, set up; establish: ~ а 
statue (to somebody); ~ a tent. 2 set upright: 
~ a flagstaff{a mast. 

erec-tion /i'rekfn/ n 1 [U] act of erecting; 
state of being erected. 2 [С] building or other 
structure erected. 

er-mine /'s:min/ n 1 [С] small animal whose 
fur is brown in summer and white (except for 
its black-pointed tail) in winter. 2 [U] its fur; 
clothing made of this fur: dressed in ~; а gown 
trimmed with~. 

erode /i'raud/ vt (of acids, rain, etc) wear 
away; eat into: Metals are ~d by acids. 
ero-sion /i'rau3n/, eroding or being eroded: 
soil erosion, by wind and rain. 
ero-sive /i'rausiv/ adj 

erotic /i'rotik/ adj of sexual love or desire. 

err /3:(r) US: ear/ vi make mistakes; do or be 
wrong: /t is better to ~ on the side of mercy, to 
be too merciful than too severe. 

er-rand /‘егэп4/ и [С] 1 short journey to take 
or get something, eg a message, goods from a 
shop: to go on/run ~s for him. 2 purpose of 
such a journey. 

er-ratic /i'rztik/ adj 1 (of a person ог his be- 
haviour) likely to do unusual or unexpected 
things. 2 (of things) uncertain in movement; 
irregular. 
er-rati-cally /-kli/ adv 

er-roneous /i'raunios/ adj incorrect; mis- 
taken. 
er-roneous-ly adv 

er-ror /'era(r)/ 21 [С] mistake: spelling ~s,; an 
~ of judgement. 2 [U] condition of being 
wrong in belief or conduct: do something in~, 
by mistake. 

eru-dite /'erudait/ adj (formal) having, show- 
ing, great learning; scholarly. 
eru-dite-ly adv 

erupt /:'rapt/ vi 1 (of a volcano) burst ог 
break out (suddenly) (with hot lava, etc). 2 
break out suddenly or violently: ~ with 
anger|cheering|into a painful rash. 
erup-tion /i'rapfn/, (a) outbreak of a vol- 
cano: ~ions of ashes and lava. (b) (fig) out- 
break (of war, disease, anger, etc). 

es-ca-late /'eskoaleit/ vt,vi increase in inten- 
sity or extent (eg a war). 
es-ca-la-tion /,eska'leifn/n[U] 

es-ca-la-tor /'eskoleito(r)/ п [С] moving 
stairway carrying people up or down between 
floors or different levels. 

es-ca-pade. /'eskapeid/ и [С] daring, mis- 
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chievous or adventurous act, often one caus- 
ing gossip or trouble. 

es-cape!’ /1'skeip/ 11 [C,U] (act of) escaping; 
fact of having escaped: There have been very 
few successful ~s from this prison. 2 [С] means 
of escape: a'fire-~. 3 [С] (something that рго- 
vides) temporary distraction from reality or 
dull routine (eg through music, reading). 
es-cap-ism /-17эт/ я [U] avoidance of un- 
pleasant realities by escaping into a more 
pleasant world of imagination. 
es-cap-ist /-ist/, person, thing, doing this: 
escapist literature. 

es-cape? /i'skeip/ ур! 1 get free; get away; 
(of steam, fluids, etc) find a way out: Two of 
the prisoners have ~d. Gas is escaping from this 
hole. 2 avoid; keep free or safe from: You were 
lucky to ~ punishment/to ~ being punished. 3 
be forgotten or unnoticed by: His name ~s me 
for the moment. 
escape road, (eg at the bottom of a steep 
hill) road for a vehicle which is out of control. 

es-carp-ment /i'ska:pmont/ n [С] steep 
slope or cliff separating two areas of different 
levels. 

es-chew /i'st{u:/ vz (formal) avoid (the usual 
word): ~ wine/evil. 

es-cort! /‘esko:t/ и [С] 1 one or more persons 
going with another or others, or with valuable 
goods, to protect them, or as an honour: an ~ 
of soldiers; under police ~. 2 one or more 
ships, aircraft, etc giving protection or ho- 
nour: an ~ of ten destroyers and fifty aircraft. 

es-cort? /i'sko:t/ vt go with as an escort: а 
convoy of merchant ships ~ed by destroyers. 
Who will ~ this young lady home? 

esopha-gus (also oesopha-gus) 
[1:150Ё299э$/ п [С] (pl ~es ог -gi /-gai/) passage 
from the pharynx to the stomach; gullet. 

eso-teric /,esa'terik/ adj understood by, in- 
tended for, only a small circle of disciples or 
followers. 

es-pec-ially /1'spefli/ adv to an exceptional 
degree; in particular: She likes the country, ~ 
in spring. 

espion.-age /'espiona:3/ п [U] practice of 
spying ог using spies. 

es-pouse /i'spauz/ vt (formal) 1 give one’s 
support to (a cause, theory, etc). 2 (old use) (of 
aman) marry. 

Es-quire /i'skwaia(r) US: 'es-/ п [С] (date 
title of courtesy (used in GB and written Esq, 
esp in the address of a letter after a man’s fam- 
ily name instead of Mr before it). 

-ess /-15, -es/ suffix female: actress; lioness. 

es-say' /'esei/ п [C] 1 piece of writing on any 
one subject. 2 testing or trial of the value or 
nature of something. 3 (forma/) attempt. 
es-Say-ist, writer of essays(1). 

es-say? /i'se1/ vt,vi (formal) try; attempt: ~ a 
task. 

es-sence /'esns/ 11 [0] that which makes а 
thing what it is; the inner nature or most im- 
portant quality of a.thing: Caution is the ~ of 
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that man’s character. 2 [C,U] extract obtained 
from a substance by taking out as much of the 
mass as possible, leaving all its important 
qualities in concentrated form: meat ~s. 

es-sen-tial /i'senfl/ adj 1 necessary; most 
important: Is wealth ~ to happiness? 2 of an 
essence(2): ~ oils. 3 fundamental: Being 
reserved is said to be an ~ part of the English 
character. a п [С] fundamental element: the 
~s of English grammar. 
es-sen-tially /1'senfali/ adv in an essential (3) 
manner: We are an ~ly peace-loving people. 

-est /-ist/ suffix (also -st) (used to form a 
superlative): fastest; bravest. 

es-tab-lish /i'steblif/ vt 1 set up, put on а 
firm foundation: ^ а new state/government| 
business. 2 settle, place, a person or oneself in 
a position, office, place, etc: We are now com- 
fortably ~ed in our new house. 3 cause people 
to accept a belief, claim, custom, etc: He suc- 
ceeded in ~ing a claim to the title. 4 tnake (a 
church) national by law. 

es-tab-lish-ment /i'steblifmont/ я 1 [U] 
establishing or being established: the ~ of a 
new state. 2 [C] that which is established, eg a 
large organized body of persons (in the army 
or navy, a civil service, a business firm, with 
many employees, a hotel and the staff in it). 3 
Church E~, the E~, church system establish- 
ed by law. 4 the E~, (GB) those persons in 
positions of power and authority, whose 
opinions, way of life, influence public life, etc. 

es-tate /1'steit/ 1 [С] piece of property in the 
form of land, esp in the country: He owns large 
~s in Scotland. > council estate, housing 
estate, industrial estate. 2 [Ч] (/egal) a per- 
son’s whole property. 3 [C] political or social 
group or class. 4 (o/d use) condition; stage in 
life: the ~ of matrimony. > real estate. 
e'state agent, person who buys and sells 
buildings and land for others. 
e'state car, saloon-type motor-vehicle with 
removable or collapsible rear seats and 
door(s) at the back, for easy loading of lug- 
gage, etc. 

es-teem /1'sti:zm/ vt нид 1 have а high 
opinion of; respect greatly: No one can ~ your 
father more than I do. 2 consider; regard: / 
shall ~ it a favour if... оп [U) (high) regard: 
We all hold him in great ~, have a very high 
opinion of him. 

es-thetic /es'6etik/ D> aesthetic. 

es-ti-mable /'estimabl/ adj (formal) wor- 
thy of great respect. 

es-ti-mate'’ /'estimat/ и [С] judgement; ap- 
proximate calculation (of size, cost, etc): 1 
hope the builders don’t exceed their ~. I don’t 
know enough about him to form a true ~ of his 
abilities. 

es-ti-mate? /'estimeit/ vt,vi form a judge- 
ment about; calculate the cost, value, size, etc 
of: They ~d the cost at £8000. We ~ that it 
would take a month to do it. 

es-ti-ma-tion /,esti'meifn/ п [U] judgement; 


essential /etymology 


regard; opinion: in/by my ~, in the ~ of most 
people. 

es-trange /i'streind3/ vt (formal) bring 
about a separation in feeling and sympathy: 
foolish behaviour that ~d all his friends. 
es-trange-ment 1 [СЦ] 

es-tu-ary /'estfuari US: -veri/ п [С] (р/ -ies) 
(usually long) mouth of a river into which the 
tide flows: the Thames ~. 

et cet-era /it 'setra US: et/ (Latin) (usually 
shortened to etc) and other things; and so on. 

etch /etS/ vt,vi use a needle and acid to makea 
picture, etc on a metal plate from which copies 
may be printed; make (pictures, etc) in this 
way. 
etcher, person who etches. 
etch-ing и [0] the art of the etcher; [С] etched 
picture. 

eter-nai /i'ts:nl/ adj 1 without beginning or 
end; lasting for ever: The Christian religion 
promises ~ life. 2 (informal) too frequent: 
Stop this ~ chatter. 
eter-nally /-oli/ adv (a) throughout all time; 
for ever. (b) (informal) (too) frequently. 

eter-nity /1'ts:noti/ и (р/ -ies) 1 [U] time with- 
out end; the future life: send a man to ~, to his 
death. 2 [U] (used with a, an) period of time 
that seems endless: /t seemed an ~ before news 
of his safety reached her. 

ethic /'e6ik/ п (with а, an) system of moral 
principles, rules of conduct: /s thinking only of 
oneself a good ~ for living? 
ethi-cal /-К1/ adj 
ethi-cally /-kli/ adv 
eth-ics n p/ (a) (used with a sing verb) science 
of morals: E~s is a branch of philosophy. (b) 
(used with a p/ verb) moral soundness: The ~s 
of his decision are doubtful. 

eth-nic /'e@nik/, eth-ni-cal /-kl/ adj of race 
or the races of mankind. 
eth-ni-cally /-1kli/ adv 

eth-nogra-pher § /e@'npgrofa(r)/ и [С] 
student of, expert in, ethnography. 

eth-no-graphic /,c@no'grefik/ adj of eth- 
nography. 

eth-nogra-phy /e9'nvgrofi/ и [U] scientific 
description of the races of man?:ind. 

eth-no-logi-cal /,c6no'lod3iki/ adj of eth- 
nology. 

eth-nol-ogist /e6'nplod3ist/ и [С] student 
of, expert in, ethnology. 

eth-nol-ogy /e@'nvlad3i/ и [U] science of the 
races of mankind, their relations to one an- 
other, etc. 

eti-quette /'etiket/ и [0] rules for formal be- 
haviour among people, or in a class of society 
or a profession: medical/legal ~. 

-ette /-et/ suffix 1 small: kitchenette. 2 female: 
usherette. 3 imitation: leatherette. 

ety-mol-ogi-cal /,etimo'lod3ik1/ adj of ety- 
mology. 

ety-mol.- ogist /,eti'mplodzist/ п [С] student 
of, expert in, etymology. 

ety:mol-ogy /,ct!'mplod3i/ п 1 [U] science of 


eucalyptus /evening 


the origin and history of words. 2 [С] account 
of the origin and history of a word. 

euca-iyptus /ju:ko'liptes/ п [С] (р! ~es) 
sorts of tall evergreen tree (including the Aus- 
tralian gum tree) from which an oil, used for 
colds, is obtained. 

Eu-char-ist /‘ju:korist/ и the E~, Christian 
sacrament in which bread and wine are con- 
secrated and taken. 

eu-logize (also -ise) /‘ju:lodzaiz/ vt (formal) 
praise highly in speech or writing. 

eu-logy /‘ju:lod3i/ п [C,U} (pl -ies) (speech or 
writing full of) high praise. 

eu-phem-ism /'ju:famizam/ п [C,U] (in- 
stance of the) use of less exact but less harsh 
words or phrases in place of words required by 
truth or accuracy: ‘Pass away’ isa~ for ‘die’. 
eu-phem-is-tic / ju:fo'mistik/ adj 
eu-phe-mis-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

eu-phoria /ju:'fo:rio/ п [U] state of well-being 
and pleasant excitement. 
eu-phoric /ju:'forik US: -'fo:r-/ adj 

Euro-pean /уоэго'риэп/ и, adj (native) of 
Europe; (happening) in, extending over, 
Europe: ~ countries. 

Eu-sta-chian tube /ju:steifn Кл: US: 
*tu:b/ п [С] (anat) tube connecting the middle 
ear with the pharynx. 

eu-tha-nasia /,ju:6e'neizia US: -'nerza/ n[U] 
(bringing about of an) easy and painless death 
{for persons suffering from an incurable and 
painful disease). 

еуаси-а{е /i'vekjueit/ vt 1 (esp of soldiers) 
withdraw from: ~ а fort{town. 2 remove (a 
person) from a place or district, eg one con- 
sidered to be dangerous in time of war: The 
women and children were ~d to the country. 3 
empty (a vessel, bowels, etc.) 
evacu-ation /1,vekju'eifn/ п [0] evacuating 
or being evacuated; [C] instance of this. 
evacuee /i,vekju:'i:/ п [С] person who is 
evacuated (2). 

evade /i'veid/ vt 1 get or keep out of the way 
of: ~ a blow/one’s enemies/an attack. 2 find a 
way of not doing something: ~ income tax. 3 
avoid answering (fully or honestly): evading a 
question. 

evalu-ate /:'veljveit/ vt find out, decide, the 
amount or value of. 
evatu-ation /1,velju'eifn/ n{C,U] 

evan-gelic /,i:ven'dzelik/, evan-geli-cal 
{-k!/ adj 1 of, according to, the teachings of the 
Gospel: ~ preaching. 2 (usually evangelical) of 
the beliefs and teachings of those Protestants 
who stress the importance of the atoning 
death of Jesus Christ. 
evan-geli-cal-ism /-12эт/ и [0] 

evan-gel-ist /1'vendzalist/ п [С] 1 one of the 
writers (Matthew, Mark, Luke or John) of the 
Gospels. 2 preacher of the Gospel, esp one 
who travels and holds religious meetings. 
evan-gel-is-tic /1,vendzo'listik/ adj 

evap-or-ate /i'veporert/ vf,vi 1 (cause to) 
chanee into vapour: Heat ~s water. 2 remove 
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liquid from a substance, eg by heating: ~d 
milk. 3 disappear; die: His hopes ~d. 
еуар-ог-а оп /i,vepa'reifn/ и [0] 

evas-ion /i'ver3n/ n 1 [0] evading: ~ of re- 
sponsibility. 2 [С] statement, excuse, etc made 
to evade something; act of evading: His 
answers to my questions were all -~s. 

evas-ive /i'veisiv/ adj tending, trying, to 
evade: an ~ answer; take ~ action, do some- 
thing in order to evade danger, etc. 
evas-ive-ly adv 
evas-ive-ness п [0] 

eve /i:v/ п [С] day or evening before a Church 
festival or any date or event; time just before 
anything: Christmas E~, 24 Dec; New Year's 
Ew, 31 Dec. 

even! /‘i:vn/ adj 1 level; smooth: The best 
lawns are perfectly ~. 2 regular; steady; of un- 
changing quality: His ~ breathing showed that 
he had got over his excitement. The quality of 
work is not very ~. 3 (of amounts, distances, 
values) equal: Our scores are now ~. be/ get 
even with somebody, have one’s revenge 
on him. break even, (informal) make neither 
a profit nor a loss. 4 (of numbers) that can be 
divided by two: The pages on the left side of a 
book have ~ numbers. 5 equally balanced: ~ 
money, (betting) with the chance to win the 
amount betted. 6 (of temper, etc) not easily 
disturbed or made angry: an'~-tempered wife. 
even-ly adv 
even-ness л [0] 

even? /'i:vn/ adv 1 (used to show a compari- 
son between what is stated and what might 
have happened, been done, etc): He never ~ 
opened the letter (so he certainly did not read 
it). ИП was cold there ~ in July (so you can 
imagine how cold it was in winter). E~ а chiid 
can understand the book (so adults certainly 
can). 2 even if/though, (used to stress the 
extreme case of what follows): She won't leave 
the TV set, ~ though her husband is waiting for 
his dinner. 3 (used with comparatives) still, 
yet: You know ~ less about it than I do. You 
seem ~ busier than usual today. 4 even as, 
just at the time when: E~ as I gave the warning 
the car skidded. even now/then, in spite of 
these or those circumstances, etc: E~ now he 
won't believe те. E~ then he would not admit 
his mistake. even'so, though that is the case: 
It has many omissions —~ 50, it is quite a useful 
reference book. 

even? /‘i:vn/ vt,vieven out, make or become 
equal, level: Whatever advantages he started 
with, things will ~ out eventually. even up, 
make equal. 

even-ing /'i:vnin/ и [С] 1 that part of the day 
between afternoon and nightfall: two ~s ago; 
this/tomorrow| yesterday ~; in the ~; on Sun- 
day ~. 2 (used as an adjective): an ~ paper, 
published after the morning papers. 
‘evening dress, clothes worn for formal 
occasions in the evening. 
,Evening ‘prayer, Christian church service 
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held in the evening. 

even-song /'i:vnspn US: -so:n/ n Evening 
prayer in the Church of England. 

event /i'vent/ п [С] 1 something (usually im- 
portant) that happens or has happened: the 
chief ~s of 1901. It was quite an ~ (often used 
to suggest that what happened was unusual, 
memorable, etc). 2 fact of a thing happening: 
in the ~ of his death, if he dies; in that ~, if that 
happens. in any event, whatever happens. 3 
outcome; result. 4 one of the races, competi- 
tions, etc ша sports programme: Which ~s 
have you entered for? 
event-ful /-fl/ adj full of notable events: He 
had an ~ful life. 

event-ual /i'ventfuel/ adj coming at last as a 
result: his foolish behaviour and ~ failure. | 
event-ually /-Цоэй/ adv in the end: After 
several attempts he ~ly swam across. 

event-ual- ity /1,ventfu'zloti/ м [С] (p/ -ies) 
event(1,2) that is possible. 

ever /'eva(r)/ adv 1 (usually in negative sen- 
tences and questions, and in sentences express- 
ing doubt or conditions) at any time: Nothing 
~ happens in this village. If you ~ visit Lon- 
don... 2 (used in questions) at any time up to 
the present: Have you ~ been in an aeroplane? 
(Note: ever is not used in the answer: use either 
‘Yes, I have’ or ‘No, never’, etc.) 3 (used after 
a comparative or superlative): И is raining 
harder than ~, than it has been doing so far. 
This is the best work you have ~ done. 4 con- 
tinuously; at all times: ~ after; for ~ (and ~); 
~ since 1 was a boy. 5 (used to stress surprise, 
uncertainty, etc): When/Where/How ~ did 
you lose it? What ~ do you mean? 6 Yours 
ever, formula for ending a letter (in informal 
or familiar style). 

ever-green /'evogri:n/ п [С], adj (tree, shrub) 
having green leaves throughout the year: The 
pine, cedar and spruce are ~s. > deciduous. 

ever-last-ing /,eva'la:stin US: -'lest-/ adj 1 
going on for ever: ~ fame/glory. 2 (informal) 
repeated too often: Гт tired of him and his ~ 
complaints. 
the Everlasting, God. 

ever-more /,evo'mo:(r)/ adv for ever. 

every /'evri/ adj 1 all or each one of: J have 
read ~ book (= all the books) on that shelf. 
Not ~ horse (= Not all horses) can run fast. > 
а!"(1). (Note: when every is used attention is 
directed to the whole; when each is used, at- 
tention is directed to the unit or individual: 
E~ boy in the class (= All the boys) passed the 
examination. Compare Each boy may have 
three tries.) 2 each one of an indefinite number 
(the emphasis being on the unit, not on the to- 
tal or whole): Such things do not happen ~ day. 
(Note: not replaceable by ail.) 3 all possible; 
complete: You have ~ reason to be satisfied. 4 


(used with numbers and with other and few, to 


indicate recurrence, or intervals in time or 
space): There are buses to the station ~ ten 
minutes. I go there ~ other day|~ three days] 


every:body 


evensong / evolve 


~ few days. every other, > other(4). 
every now and then/again, occasionally; 
not often. every time, (a) always: Our foot- 
ball team wins ~ time. (b) whenever: E~ time 
I meet him, he asks for money from me. т 
every way; every bit, in all respects: This is 
т ^ way better than that. It’s ~ bit as good. 
‘evribpdi/, every-one 
/evriwan/ pron every person: т a small village 
~ knows ~ else. 


every-day /,evri'dei/ adj happening or used 


daily; common and familiar: ап ~ occurrence; 
in his ~ clothes. 


every:thing /'evri6in/ pron 1 all things: Teil 


me ~ about it. 2 thing of the greatest impor- 
tance: Money means ~ to him. 


every-where /'evriweo(r) US: -hweor/ adv 


in, at, to, every place: Гуе looked ~ for it. 


evict /i'vikt/ vt expel (a tenant) (from a house 


or land) by authority of the law: They were 
~ed for not paying the rent. 
evic-tion Им К [п/я [СО] 


evi-dence /'evidons/ n 1 [9] anything that 


gives a reason for believing, that makes clear | 
or proves, something: There wasn’t enough ~ 
to prove him guilty. The scientist must produce 
~ in support of his theories. 2 [U or pl indica- 
tion, mark, trace: There was ~/were ~s of 
glacial action on the rocks. (be) in evidence, 
conspicuous, clearly seen: He was very much in 
~ at the party. 


evi-dent /'evidont/ adj plain and clear to the 


eyes or mind: /t must Бе ~ to all of you that... 
evi-dent-ly adv 


evil /'i:vl/ adj 1 wicked, sinful, bad, harmful: 


~ men|/thoughts. 2 likely to cause trouble; 
bringing trouble or misfortune: an ~~ ftongue.o 
n 1 [0] sin; doing wrong. the spirit of ~. 2 [С] 
evil thing; disaster: War, famine and flood are 
terrible ~s. be/choose the lesser of two 
evils, the less harmful of two bad choices. 
levil-doer /-du:a(r)/. person who does evil. 
evil-'minded, having evil thoughts and 
desires. 

eviliy adv in an evil way: He eyed her ~ly. 


evince /i'vins/ vt (formal) show that one has a 


feeling, quality, etc: a child who ~s greai intel- 
ligence. 


evocative /i'vokotiv/ adj that evokes, or is 


able to evoke: ~ words, that call up memories, 
emotions. 


evoke /i'vauk/ vi call up, bring out: ~ 


admiration|surprise|memories of the past. 
evo-ca-tion /,i:vau'keifn/ и [СЧ] 


evol-ution /,i:va'lu:[n US: ,ev-/ 2 1 [U] pro- 


cess of opening out or developing: the ~ of a 
plant from a seed. The ~ of modern society. 2 
[U] (theory of the) development of more com- 
plicated forms of life (plants, animals) from 
earlier and simpler forms. 


evolve /i'vplv/ vi,vt (cause to) unfold; de- 


velop; be developed, naturally and (usually) 
gradually: The American constitution was 
planned; the British constitution ~d. 


ewe /exceptional 


ewe /ju:/[C] female sheep. D> ram(1). 

ewer /'ju:o(r)/ п [С] large wide-mouthed 
‘pitcher or jug for holding water. 

ex- /iks-, eks-, 1gz'-/ prefix 1 out (of): extract; 
ex-directory. 2 former: ex-president. 

ex-acer-bate /ig'zesobeit/ vt (formal) irri- 
tate (a person); make pain, disease, a problem, 
worse. 
ex-acer-ba-tion /ig,zzsa'berfn/ n[U] 

exact! /ig'zekt/ adj 1 correct in every detail; 
free from error: Give me his ~ words. What is 
the ~ size of the room? 2 capable of being pre- 
cise: ~ sciences; an~ memory. 
exact-ly adv (a) completely: Your answer is 
~ly right. That's ~ly (= just) what I expected. 
(5) (as an answer or confirmation) quite so; 
just as you Say. 
exact-ness (aiso exacti-tude /ig'zzktitju:d 
US: -tu:d/) п [Ч] 

exact? /ig'zekt/ vt 1 demand and get рау- 
ment of: ~ taxes (from people). 2 (formal) in- 
sist on: ~ obedience. 
exact-ing adj making great demands; severe; 
strict: an ~ing piece of work. 

exag-ger-ate /ig'zedzoreit/ vt,vi make 
something seem larger, better, worse, etc than 
it really is: You ~ the difficulties. If you always 
~, peopte will no longer believe you. 
exag-ger-ation /ig,zed3o're1fn/ п [U] exag- 
gerating or being exaggerated; [C] such a 
statement: а story full of exaggerations. 

exalt /ig'zo:It/ vt 1 make high(er) in rank, 
great(er) in power or dignity. 2 praise highly. 
exalted adj dignified; ennobled: a person of 
~ed rank. 
exal-ta-tion /,egzo:l'teifn/ и [U] (fig) elation; 
state of spiritual delight. 

exam /ig'zem/ я (informal abbr of) ехат- 
ination(2). 

exam-in-ation /1g,zemi'neifn/ и 1 [U] ex- 
amining or being examined: On ~, it was 
found that the signature was not genuine. The 
prisoner is still under ~, being questioned. 2 
[С] testing of knowledge or ability: take an ~ 
(= be tested) in mathematics; ~ questions| 
papers; an oral ~. 3 inquiry into or inspection 
of something: an ~ of business accounts; an~ 
of one’s eyes. 4 questioning by a lawyer in a 
law court: ап ~ of a witness. 

exam-ine /ig'zemin/ vt 1 look at carefully in 
order to learn about or from: ~ old records; 
have one’s teeth/eyes ~d. 2 put questions to in 
order to test knowledge or get information: ~ 
pupils in grammar; ~ а witness ina law court. 
exam-iner, person who examines. 

example /ig'za:mpl US. -'zem-/ п [С] 1 fact, 
thing, etc which represents a general rule: This 
dictionary has many ~s of how words are used 
in sentences. for example, using this or these 
as typical: Many great men came from poor 
families— Lincoln and Edison, for ~. 2 spec- 
imen showing the quality of others in the same 
group or of the same kind: This is a good ~ of 
Shakespeare’s sense of humour. 3 thing or per- 
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son, person’s conduct, to be copied or imitat-- 
ed: follow her ~,; set him a good ~. 4 acting as 
a warning: Let her sorrow be an ~ to you. 
make an example of sb, punish him as a 
warning to others. 

exas-per-ate /ig'za:spareit US: -'zes-/ vt 
irritate; produce anger, etc in: ~d by/at his 
stupidity. It is exasperating to miss a train by 
half a minute. 
exas-per-ation /ig,za:spa'rei{n US: -,zes-/n 
[U] state of being irritated: ‘Stop that noise”, 
he cried out in exasperation. 

ex-ca-vate /'ekskaveit/ vt make, uncover, by 
digging: excavating for coal; |~ a trench/a 
buried city. 
ex-ca-va-tion /,ekska'veifn/n[C,U] 
ex-ca-va-tor, person engaged in, machine 
used for, excavating. 

ex-ceed /ik'si:d/ vt 1 be greater than: Their 
success ~ed all expectations. 2 go beyond 
what is allowed, necessary or advisable: ~ the 
speed limit, drive faster than is allowed. 
exceed-ing-ly adv extremely; to an unusual 
degree: an ~ingly difficult problem. 

ex-cel /ik'sel/ vi,vt (-Il-) 1 do better than 
others, be very good: He ~s in courage/as a 
writer. 2 do better than: He ~s all of us in/at 
tennis. 

ex-cel-lence /'eksalons/ п 1 [U] the quality 
of being excellent: a prize for ~ in French. 2 [С] 
thing or quality in which a person excels: They 
do not recognize hermany~s. - 

Ex-cel-lency /'eksalonsi/ п [С] (р/ -ies) title 
of ambassadors, governors and their wives, 
and some other officers and officials: Your/ 
His/Her~. 

ex-cel-lent /‘eksalant/ adj very good; of the 
highest quality. 
ex-cel-lent-ly adv 

ех.сер*' /ik'sept/ prep 1 not including; but 
not: He gets up early every day ~ Sunday. No- 
body was late ~ me. (Note: compare Five 
others were late besides me). 2 except for, 
(used when what is excluded is different from 
what is included): Your essay is good ~ for the 
spelling. 3 except that, apart from the fact 
that: She knew nothing ~ that he was likely to 
be late. 

ex-cept? /ik'sept/ vt exclude (from); set apart 
(from a list, statement, etc): When I say that 
the boys are lazy, I~ Tom. 
ex-cept-ing prep, conj (used after not, always 
and without) leaving out; excluding: thé whole 
staff, not ~ing the heads of departments. 

ex-cep-tion /ik'sep{n/ п 1 [C] person or 
thing that is not included: You must all be here 
at 8am; I can make no ~s. I enjoyed all his 
novels with the ~ of his last. without excep- 
tion, with no exceptions. & also prove(1). 2 
[С] something that does not follow the rule: 
~s to агше of grammar. 3 [Ч] objection. take 
exception to, object to, protest against; be 
offended by: He took great ~ to what I said. 

ex-:cep-tional = /ik'sepfonl/ adj - unusual: 
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-weather that 15 ^ for June. 
ex-cep-tion-aiiy adv unusually: She’s an~ly 
clever girl. 

ex-cerpt /'ekss:pi/ и [С] extract from a book, 
etc. 

ex-cess /ik'ses/ n 1 [U] (and in the sing with 
a, an) fact of being, amount by which some- 
thing 1s, more than something else, or more 
than is expected or proper: an ~ of en- 
-thusiasm. in excess of, more than. 2 [U] to 
excess, to an amount or degree beyond usu- 
al limits: drink to ~. She 15 generous to ~. 3 
(pi) personal acts which go beyond the limits 
of good behaviour, morality or humanity: The 
~es (= acts of cruelty, etc) committed by the 
troops when they accupied the capital will never 
be forgotten. а adj /'ekses/ extra; additional: ~ 
fare/luggage/ postage. 

ex-cess-ive /tk'sesrv/ adj too much; too 
great; extreme: ~ive charges. 

ex-cess:ive-ly аду 

ex change’ /iks'tfemd3/ п 1 [C,U] (act of) 
exchanging: He is giving her French lessons in 
~ for Englishilessons. 2 [М] the giving and 
receiving of the money of one country for that 
of another; relation in value between kinds of 
money used tn different countries: the rate of 
~ between the dollar and the pound. 3 [С] place 
where merchants or financiers meet for busi- 
ness. 

the 'Stock Exchange, for the buying and 
selling of shares, etc. 

‘telephone exchange, control office where 
lines are connected. 

ex change? /iks'tfeind3/ vt,vi give, receive 
(one thing) in place of another: ~ glances/ 
greetings. Mary ~d seats with Anne. 
ex-change-able /-abl/ adj that may Бе ex- 
changed (for). 

ex-chequer /iks'tfeka(r)/ п [С] 1 the E~, 
(GB) government department in charge of 
public money: ,Chancellor of the Ex'chequer, 
minister at the head of this department (= 
Minister of Finance in other countries). 2 
supply of money (public or private); treasury. 

ex-cise' /'eksaiz/ я [U] government tax оп 
certain goods manufactured, sold or used 
within a country: the ~ оп beer|tobacco; '~ 
duties. 

ex-cise? /ik'saiz/ уг (formal) remove by, or as 
if by cutting (a part of the body, a passage 
from a book, etc). 

ex-ci-sion /1k'sizn/n[C,U] 

ex-cite /ik'sait/ vt 1 stir up the feelings (often 
of great pleasure) of: Everybody was ~d by the 
news of the victory. Its nothing to get ~d 
about. Extremists were exciting the people to 
rebellion{to rebel. 2 bring about: ~ 
admiration|envy]affection; ~ а riot. 
ex-cit-able /ik'saitabl/ adj easily excited. 

ex-cite-ment /ik'sartmant/ п 1 [U] state of 
being excited: news that caused great ~. 2 [С] 
exciting incident, etc: He kept calm amid all 
these ~S. 


excerpt/excuse 


ex-claim /1k'skleim/ vt,vi cry out suddenly 
and loudly from pain, anger, surprise, etc; say 
(the words quoted): ‘What? he ~ed, ‘Are you 
leaving without те?” | 

ex-cla-mation /,ekskla'meifn/ п 1 [Ч] сгу- 
ing out or exclaiming. 2 [С] sudden short cry, 
expressing surprise, pain, etc: ‘Oh! ‘Look 
out? , and* Hurrah’ are~s. 
,excla'mation mark, the mark (!) used in 
writing to show surprise, extreme feeling. 

ex-clama-tory /1k'sklemoteri US: -to:ri/ 
adj using, containing, in the nature of, an ex- 
clamation: an ~ sentence. 

ex-clude /ik'skiu:d/ vt 1 prevent (a person 
from getting in somewhere): ~ him from mem- 
bership. 2 prevent (the chance of something 
arising): ~ аЙ possibility of doubt. 3 ignore as 
irrelevant: We can ~ (from the reckoning) the 
possibility that the money won t arrive. 
ex-clu-sion /ik'sklu:zn/ и [U] excluding or 
being excluded (from). 

ex-cius-ive /ik'sklu:stv/ adj 1 (of a person) 
not willing to mix with others (esp those con- 
sidered to be inferior in social position, educa- 
tion, etc). 2 (of a group or society) not readily 
admitting new members: He belongs to the 
most ~ clubs. 3 (of a shop, goods sold in it, 
etc) of the sort not to be found elsewhere; ex- 
pensive. 4 reserved to the person(s) concern- 
ed; have ~ rights]an ~ agency for the sale of 
Ford cars in a town; an ~ Story|/interview, eg 
given to only one newspaper. 5 exclusive 
of, not including: The ship had a crew of 57 ~ 
of officers. 6 excluding all but what is men- 
tioned; only: Teaching has not been his ~ em- 
ployment. в п [К] article, report, etc published 
by only one newspaper. 
ex-clus-ive-ly adv 

ex-com-muni-cate /,ekska!mju:nikeit/ vt 
exclude (as a punishment) from the privileges 
of a member of the Christian Church. 
ex-com-muni-ca-tion /,ekska,mju:ni'kerfn/ 
n({C,U] 

ex-cre-ment /'ekskromont/ и [9] solid waste 
matter discharged from the bowels. 

ex-creta /ik'skri:ta(r)/ п p/ waste (excrement, 
urine, also sweat) expelled from the body. 

ex-crete /ik'skri:t/ vt (of an animal or plant 
discharge from the system, eg waste matter, 
sweat. 
ex-cre-tion /1k'skri:{n/ n[U] excreting; [C,U] 
that which is excreted. 

ex-cru-Ciat-ing /tk'skru:fiertin/ adj (of 
pain, bodily or mental) extreme. 
ex-cru-ciat-ing-ly аду 

ex-cur-sion /ik'sks:[n US: -3n/ п [С] short 
(return) journey, esp one made by a number of 
people together for pleasure: go оп/таке an~ 
to the mountains; ап ~ train. 

ex-cuse’ /1k'skju:s/ и [С] reason given (true 
or invented) to explain or defend one’s con- 
duct: He’s always making ~s for being late. 
without excuse. Those who are absent 
without (good) ~ will be punished. 
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excuse /exhume 


ex-cuse? /ik'skju:z/ уг 1 give reasons show- 
ing, or intended to show, that a person or his 
action is not to be blamed: Please ~ my com- 
ing late/~ те for being late/~ ту late arrival. 
2 set free from a duty, punishment, etc: He was 
~d (from) attendance at the lecture. 3 justify, 
be a reason for: His lack of experience does not 
~ his bad behaviour. 4 Excuse me, (used as 
an apology when one interrupts, asks, dis- 
agrees, has to behave impolitely or disap- 
prove): E~ me, but is this seat vacant? 
ex-cus-able /ik'skju:zabl/ adj that may be ex- 
cused: an excusable mistake. 

ex-ecu-tant /ig'zekjutent/ п [С] (formal) 
person who performs music, etc. 

ex-ecute /'eksikju:t/ vt 1 carry out (what one 
is asked or told to do): ~ a plan/a соттапа!а 
manoeuvre. 2 give effect to: ~ a will. 3 make 
legally binding: ~ a legal document, by having 
it signed, witnessed, sealed and delivered. 4 
carry out punishment by death: ~ a murderer. 
5 perform on the stage, at a concert, etc: The 
piano sonata was badly ~d. 

ex-ecu-tion /,eksi‘kju:fn/ п 1 [U] the carry- 
ing out or performance of a piece of work, etc: 
His ~ of the plan was unsatisfactory. 2 [0] skill 
in performing music: а pianist with marvellous 
~.3[U] infliction of punishment by death; [С] 
instance of this: ~ by hanging. 
ex-ecu-tioner, public official who executes 
criminals. 

ex-ecu-tive /ig'zekjutiv/ adj 1 having to do 
with managing or executing(1): ~ duties. 2 
having authority to carry out decisions, laws, 
decrees, etc: the ~ branch of the government. 
п [С] 1 the Ex, the executive branch of a 
government. 2 (in the Civil Service) person 
who carries out what has been planned or de- 
cided. 3 person or group in a business or com- 
mercial organization with administrative or 
managerial powers. 

ex-ecu-tor /ig'zekjute(r)/ п [С] person who is 
appointed to carry out the terms ofa will. 

ex-ecu-trix /ig'zekjutriks/ я [С] woman 
executor. 

ex-emp-lary /ig'zempiori/ adj serving as an 
example or a warning: ~ conduct/punishment. 

ex-emp-lify /ig'zemplifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 
illustrate by example: be an example of. 

ex-empt /ig'zempt/ vi free from (an obliga- 
tion): Poor eyesight will ~ you from military 
service. в adj not liable to; free (from): ~ from 
1ax. 
ex-emp-tion /ig'zempfn/ п [СО] 

ex-er-cise' /'eksosaiz/ и 1 [U] use or practice 
(of mental or physical powers, of rights): 
Walking, running, rowing and cycling are all 
healthy forms of ~. The ~ of patience is essen- 
tial in diplomatic negotiations. 2 [С] activity, 
drill, etc designed for bodily, mental or spiri- 
tual training: vocal/gymnastic ~s; ~s for the 
harp[flute; ~s in English composition. 3 (pl) 
series of movements for training troops, crews 
of warships, etc: military ~s. | 
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ex-er-cise? /'eksosaiz/ vt,vi 1 take exercise; 
give exercise to, > exercise'(1): We get fat 
and lazy if we don’t ~~ enough. 2 employ: make 
use of: ~ patience/one’s rights. 3 trouble; 
worry the mind of: The economic problem that 
is exercising our minds... 

exert /ig'z3:t/ vt 1 put forth; bring into use: ~ 
all one’s energy|/influence. 2 make an effort: ~ 
oneself to arrive early. 
exer-tion /ig'z3:[n US: -3n/ и [U] exerting; 
[C] instance of this. 

ex-hale /eks‘heil/ vz,vi 1 breathe out. 2 give 
off gas, vapour; be given off (as gas or vap- 
Our). 
ex-ha-la-tion /,ekshoa'lerfn/[C,U] 

ex-haust’! /19'zo:st/ и [C,U] (outlet, in ап en- 
gine or machine, for) steam, vapour, etc that 
has done its work. 
ex'haust-pipe, for releasing gases from a 
motor-vehicle engine. 

ex -haust? /ig'zo:st/ v1 use up completely: ~ 
one’s patience/strength; ~ oneself by hard 
work; feeling ~ed, tired out. 2 make empty: ~ 
a well; ~ a tube of air. 3 say, find out, all there 
is to say about (something): ~ a subject. 

ex-haus-tion /ig'zo:stfan/ и [U] exhausting 
or being exhausted; total loss of strength: 
They were in a state of ~ after climbing the 
mountain. 

ex-haus-tive /1g'zo:strv/ adj thorough; com- 
plete: ап ~ inquiry. 

ex-hi-bit' /ig'zibit/ п [С] 1 object or collec- 
tion of objects, shown publicly, eg in a 
museum: Do not touch the ~s. 2 document, 
object, etc produced in a law court and 
referred to in evidence. 

ex-hi-bit? /ig'zibit/ vt 1 show publicly for 
sale, in a competition, etc: ~ paintings. Mr X 
~s in several galleries. 2 give clear evidence of 
(a quality): The girls ~ed great courage during 
the climb. 
ex-hi-bi-tor, person who exhibits at an art 
show, flower show, etc. 

ex-hi-bi-tion /,eksr'bifn/ 21 [С] collection of 
things shown publicly (eg of works of art): dis- 
play of commercial or industrial goods for ad- 
vertisement; public display of animals, plants, 
flowers, etc (often shown in competition). 2 
(sing with the or a, an) act of showing: an ~ of 
bad manners; an opportunity for the ~ of one’s 
knowledge. 

ex-hi-bi-tion-ism /,eksi'bifanizom/ и [U] 
tendency towards extravagant behaviour de- 
signed to attract attention to oneself. 
ex-hi-bi-tion-ist /-1st/, person who is given 
to exhibitionism. 

ex-hil-ar-ate /ig'zilorert/ ve fill with high 
spirits; make lively or glad: exhilarating news. 
ex-hil-ar-ation /1g,zila'reifn/ n[U] 

ex-hort /ig'zo:t/ vt (formal) urge: ~ her to do 
good. 
ex-hor-ta-tion /,ekso:'te1fn/ и [U] exhorting; 
[C] earnest request, sermon, etc. 

ex-hume /ig'zju:m US: -'zu:m/ vi take out (a 
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dead body) from the earth (for examination). 
ex-hum-ation /,eksju:'meifn/ и [C,U] 

ex-ile /‘egzail/ n 1 [0] being sent away from 
one’s country or home, esp as a punishment: 
bellive in ~; go/be sent into ~; after an ~ of 
ten years. 2 [С] person who is banished in this 
way. у! зеп into exile. 

ex-ist /ig'zist/ vit be; have being; be real: The 
idea ~s only in the minds of poets. Does life ~ 
on Mars? 2 continue living: We cannot ~ with- 
out food and water. 
ex-ist-ence /-ons/ и (а) [U] the state of be- 
ing: Do you believe in the ~ence of ghosts? This 
is the oldest skull in ~ence. (b) (used with a, 
an) manner of living: lead a happy ~ence. (c) 
ali that exists. 
ex-ist-ent /-ont/ adj living; being real; actual. 

exit /'eksit/ и [С] 1 departure of an actor from 
the stage: make one’s ~, go out or away. 2 way 
out, eg from a theatre or cinema. с vi (used as 
а Stage direction) E~ Macbeth, Macbeth goes 
off the stage. 

ex-on-er-ate /ig'zonoreit/ vt free, release: ~ 
him from blame]responsibility. 
ex-on-er-ation /ig,zpna'reifn/ и [0] 

ex-or-bi-tant /ig'zo:bitent/ adj (of a price, 
charge or demand) much too high or great. 
ex-hor-bi-tant-ly adv 

ex-or-cize, (also -ise) /'ekso:saiz/ vt drive 
out, eg an evil spirit, by prayers or magic. 
ex-or-cism /-sizom/ и [C,U] instance of, 
belief in, exorcizing. 
ex-or-cist /-sist/, person who performs an 
exorcism. 

ex-otic /ig'zptik/ adj 1 (of plants, fashions; 
words, ideas) introduced from another 
country. 2 foreign or unusual in style; striking 
or pleasing because colourful, unusual: ~ 
birds. 

ех.рапа /ik'spend/ vt,vi 1 make or become 
larger: Metals ~ when they are heated. > con- 
tract?(1). Our foreign trade has ~ed during 
recent years. He ~ed his short story into a 
novel. 2 unfold or spread out: The petais of 
many flowers ~ in the sunshine. 3 (of a person) 
become good-humoured or genial. 

ex-panse /ik'spens/ n [С] wide and open 
area: the broad ~ of the Pacific; the blue ~ of 
the sky. 

ex-pan-sion /ik'spenfn/ я 1 [U] expanding 
or being expanded(1): the ~ of gases when 
heated. 2 [С] enlargement: The novel was an~ 
of his short story. 

ex-pan-sive /ik'spensiv/ adj1 able, tending, 
to expand. 2 (of persons, speech) unreserved, 
good-humoured. | 

ex-patri-ate /cks'pxirieit US. -'peit-/ vt 
leave one’s own couniry to live abroad; re- 
nounce one’s citizenship. оп /-riat/ [С] person 
living outside his own country: American ~s 
in Paris. 

ex-pect /ik'spekt/ vt 1 think or believe that 
something will happen or come, that a person 
will come: We ~ed you yesterday. ‘Will he be 


exile /expensive 


late? —‘I ~ so. They ~ (= require) me to 
work on Saturdays. 2 be expecting, (infor- 
mal) be pregnant. 
ex-pect-ancy /-ansi/ и [0] the state of ex- 
pecting: with a look/an air of ~ancy,; life 
~ancy, expected length of life. 
ex-pect-ant /-ant/ adj expecting: an ~ant 
mother, woman who is pregnant. > ex- 
pect(2). 

ex-pec-ta-tion /,ekspek'teifn/ я 1 [U] ex- 
pecting; awaiting: He ate a light lunch in~ of a 
good dinner. 2 (often p/) thing that is expected. 
3 (p/) future prospects, esp something to be in- 
herited: а young man with great ~s. 4 [С] years 
a person is expected to live: An insurance com- 
pany can tell you the ~ of life of aman who is 40 
years old. 

ex-pedi-ent /ik'spi:diont/ adj likely to be 
useful or helpful for a purpose; advantageous 
though contrary to principle: /n times of war 
governments do things which are ~, not be- 
cause they want to. a n [C] necessary plan, 
action, device, etc. 
ex-pedi-ently аду 
ex-pedi-ence /-ons/, ex-pedi-ency /-ansi/ м 
[U] suitability for a purpose; self-interest: act 
from expediency, not from principle. 

ex-pedite /'ekspidait/ vt (formal) help the 
progress of; speed up (business, etc). 

ex-pedi-tion /,ckspi'difn/ n 1 [С] (men, 
ships, etc making a) journey or voyage for a 
definite purpose: send a party of men|go on ап 
~ to the Antarctic. 2 [U] (formal) promptness; 
speed. 
ex-pedi-tion-ary /-[эп US: -faneri/ adj of, 
making up, an expedition. 

ex-pedi-tious /,ekspi'difas/ adj (formal) 
acting quickly; prompt and efficient. 

ex-pell /ik'spel/ vz (-li-) 1 send out or away by 
force: ~ a boy from school. 2 force out: ~ air 
from the lungs. 

ex-pend /ik'spend/ уг 1 spend: ~ time and 
care in doing something. 2 use up: They had 
~ed all their ammunition. 
ex-pend-able /-abl/ adj (esp) that may be 
sacrificed to achieve a purpose: The general 
considered that these troops were ~able. 

ex-pen-di-ture /tk'spenditfa(r)/ п 1 [U] 
spending or using: the ~ of money on arma- 
ments. 2[C,U] amount spent or used: an ~ of 
£500 on new furniture. 

ex-pense /ik'spens/ м 1 [U] spending (of 
money, time, energy, etc); cost: / want the best 
you can supply; you need spare по ~, you need 
not try to economize. at the expense of, ai 
the cost of: He became a brilliant scholar, but 
only at the ~ of his health. 2 (usually p/) money 
used or needed: travelling ~s. Illness, holidays 
and other ~s reduced his bank balance to 
almost nothing. 

ex-pens-ive /ik'spensiv/ adj causing ex- 
pense; costing a great deal: an ~ dress; too ~ 
for me to buy; an~ war, with many killed. 
ex-pens-ive-ly adv 


experience /exposure 


ех-рем-епсе /ik'spiorions/ и 1 [U] process 
of gaining knowledge or skill by doing and 
seeing things; knowledge or skill so gained: 
Has he had much ~ in work of this sort? by/ 
from experience: We all learn by|from~.2 
[С] event, activity, which has provided ex- 
perience(1): She wrote about her ~s in Africa. 
3 [C] event that affects one in some way: an 
unpleasant/unusual! delightful ~. с vt have ex- 
perience of: ~ pleasure|pain|difficulty. 
ex-peri-enced adj having knowledge or skill 
as the result of experience: an ~d _ nurse/ 
teacher. 

ex-peri-mént /1k'sperimant/ n 1 [С] test or 
trial carried out carefully in order to study 
what happens and gain new knowledge: 
perform|carry out ап ~ in chemistry. 2 [U] ex- 
perimenting: learn Бу ~. а vi conduct experi- 
ments: ~ with new methods. 
ex-peri-men-ta-tion /ik,sperimen'teifn/ п 
[U] 

ex-peri-men-tal /ik,speri‘mentl/ adj of, 
used for, based on, experiments: ~ methods; 
an~ farm. 

ex-pert /'eksps:t/ и [С] person with special 
knowledge, skill or training: an agricultural 
~;an~ т economics. о adj trained, skilled, by 
practice: according to ~ advice/opinions. 
ex-pert-ly adv 

ex-pert-ise /,ecksps:'ti:z/ п [U] 1 expert 
opinion. 2 expert knowledge and skill. 

ex-pir-ation /еКзриге(т/ и [0] 1 ending (of 
a period of time): at the ~ of the lease. 2 
breathing out (of air). 

ex-pire /ik'spaia(r)/ vi 1 (of a period of time) 
come to an end: When does your driving licence 
~?2 (literary) die. 

ex-piry /ik'sparori/ и [U] end, termination, 
esp of a contract or agreement: the ~ of a driv- 
ing licence. 

ex-plain /ik'splem/ vt 1 make plain or clear; 
show the meaning of: A dictionary tries 10 ~ 
the meanings of words. He ~ed that hé had 
been delayed by the weather. 2 provide reasons 
for: Can you ~ his behaviour? That ~s his long 
absence. 

ex-pla-na-tion /,eksplo'neifn/ п 1 [U] (pro- 
cess Of) explaining: The plan needs ~ to make 
it clear. 2 [С] statement, fact, circumstance, 
etc that explains: an ~ of his conduci/of a 
mystery. 

ex-plana-tory /ik'splenotri US: -to:r1/ adj 
serving or intefided to explain. 

ex-ple-tive /ik'spli:tiv US: 'eksplotiv/ п [С] 
(often meaningless) exclamation, eg ‘My 
goodness’ or an oath such as ‘Damn’. 

ex-plic-able /ek'splikobl/ adj that can be 
explained. 

ex-pli-cit /ik'splisit/ adj (of a statement, etc) 
clearly and fully expressed: He was guite ~ 
about it, left no doubt about what he meant. 
ex-pli-cit-ly adv 
ex-pli-cit-ness и [0] 

ex-plode /1k'sploud/ vt,vi 1 (cause to) burst 
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with a loud noise: ~ a bomb/a charge of gun- 
powder. The bomb ~d. 2 (of feelings) burst 
out; (of persons) show violent emotion: Ai last 
his anger ~d. He ~d with rage. 3 destroy, ex- 
pose (the incorrectness of) an idea, a theory, 
etc: ~ а superstition; ап ~d idea. 

ex-ploit' /'eksploit/ и [С] bold or adven- 
turous act. 

ex-ploit? /ik'sploit/ vz 1 use, work or develop 
mines and other natural resources. 2 use sel- 
fishly or for profit: ~ child labour. 
ex-ploi-ta-tion /,eksploi'teifn/ и [0] 

ex-plore /ik'spio:(r)/ vt 1 travel into or 
through (a country, etc) for the purpose of 
learning about it: ~ the Arctic regions. 2 ex- 
amine thoroughly problems, possibilities, etc 
in order to test, learn about, them. 
ex-plorer, person who explores. 
ex-plo-ra-tion /,eksplo'rerfn/ п [U] explor- 
ing: the exploration of the ocean depths; [С] 
instance of this. 
ex-plora-tory /ik'splo:ratri US: -to:r:/ adj for 
the purpose of exploring. 

ex-plo-sion /ik'splou3zn/ и [С] 1 (loud noise 
caused by a) sudden and violent bursting: a 
'homb ~. The ~ was heard a mile away. 2 out- 
burst or outbreak of anger, laughter, etc. 3 
great and sudden increase: the population ~. 

ex-plos-ive /ik'splausiv/ и [С], adj (sub- 
stance) tending to or likely to explode: а shell 
filled with high ~; ап ~ charge. That's ап ~ 
issue, one likely to cause anger. etc. 
ex-plos-ive-ly аду 

ex-po-nent /ik'spounont/ п [С] person ог 
thing that explains or interprets, or is a rep- 
resentative or example: Huxley was an ~ of 
Darwin’s theory of evolution. 

ex-port’ /'ekspo:t/ п 1 [С] (business of) ex- 
porting: a ban on the ~ of gold; the '~ trade; 
'~ duties. 2 [С] thing exported: Last year ~s 
exceeded imports in value. 

ex-port? /ik'spo:t/ vi,vi send (goods) to an- 
other country: ~ cotton goods. 
ex-porter, person who exports goods. 
ex-port-able /-abl/ adj 

ex-pose /ik'spauz/ vt 1 uncover; leave un- 
covered or unprotected: ~ one’s body to the 
sunlight; ~ soldiers to unnecessary risks. 2 dis- 
play (the usual word): ~ goods in a shop 
window. 3 make known: ~ a ploi/liar. 4 (pho- 
tography) allow light to reach (film, etc). 

ex-po-si-tion /,ekspa'zifn/ 21 [О] expound- 
ing or explaining. 2 [C] instance of this; ex- 
planation or interpretation of a theory, plan, 
etc. 3 [С] (abbr expo) /'ekspou) exhibition of 
goods, etc: an industrial ~. 

ex-po-sure /1k'spou3za(r)/ и 1 [U] exposing 
or being exposed (all senses): The climbers lost 
their way on the mountain and died of ~. The ~ 
of the plot against the President probably saved 
his life. 2 [С] instance of exposing or being ex- 
posed (all senses}: How many ~s have you 
taken, How many pictures have you taken on 
the film? 3 aspect: a house with a southern ~, 
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one that faces south. 

ex-pound /ik'spaund/ vt (formal) explain, 
make clear, by giving details: ~ a theory. 

ex-press’ /ik'spres/ adj 1 clearly and openly 
stated, not suggested or implied: /t was his ~ 
wish that you should remarry. 2 going, sent, 
quickly; designed for high speed: an ~ train. о 
adv by express delivery. 

ex press? /ik'spres/ и [С] 1 express train: the 
8.00am ~ to Edinburgh. 2 service of the post 
office, railways, road services, sending goods 
quickly: send goods (by) ~. 

ex-press? /ik'spres/ vt 1 make known, show 
by words, looks, actions: / find it difficult to ~ 
my meaning. A smile ~ed her joy at the good 
news, 2 send a letter, goods, etc fast by special 
delivery: The letter is urgent; you had better ~ 
it. 3 press or squeeze juices or oil from/out о}: 
Juice ~ed (pressed is more usual) from grapes. 

ex-pres-sion /ik'sprefn/ и 1 [Ч] process of 
expressing(1): read (aloud) with ~, in a way 
that shows feeling for the meaning. find ex- 
pression in, be expressed by means of: Her 
feelings at last found ~ in tears. 2 [С] word or 
phrase: ‘Shut up’ (= Stop talking) is not a pol- 
ite ~. 3 outward sign (on the face, in the voice, 
etc) of an emotion: He had an angry ~ on his 
face. 4 (maths) symbols representing а quan- 
tity, eg 3xy?. 

ex-pres-sion-less adj without expression: 
an ~less face. 

ex-press-ive /ik'spresiv/ adj showing feel- 
ings, personality, etc: an ~ smile. 
ex-press-ive-ly adv | 

ex-press-ly /1k'spresli/ adv plainly; definite- 
ly: You were ~ forbidden to touch my papers. 

ex-pro-pri-ate /eks'prauprieit/ vt take away 
(property); dispossess (a person of an estate, 
etc). 

ex-pro-pri-ation /еКзргэоргие {п/я [9] 

ex-pul-sion /tk'spalfn/ я [9] expelling or 
being expelled; [C] instance of this: the ~ of a 
student from college. 

ex-pur-gate /'eksps:geit/ vt take out (froma 
book, etc what are considered to be) improper 
or objectionable parts: an ~d edition of a 
novel. 

ex-pur-ga-tion /,eksp3:'gerfn/ и [0] 

ex-quis-ite /ek'skwizit/ adj excellent, of a 
high state of perfection: ~ workmanship. 
ex-quis-ite-ly adv 

ex-tant /,ck'stent/ adj (esp of documents, 
etc) still in existence. 

ex-tem-por-ary /1k'stemperori US: -рэгем/ 
adj = extempore. 

ex-tem-pore /ek'stempori/ аду, adj (spoken 
or done) without previous thought or prepa- 
ration: speak ~, without notes. 
ex-tem-por-aneous- (ly) 
'rerntas(li)/ adj, adv 

ex-tend /ik'stend/ vt,vi 1 make longer (in 
space or time); enlarge: ~ a railway/the city 
boundaries. 2 lay or stretch out the body, a 
limb or limbs at full length: ~ one’s hand to 


/ek,stempo- 


expound /extra 


her. 3 offer: ~ an invitation|a warm welcome to 
him. 4 (of space, land, etc) reach, stretch: a 
road that ~s for miles and miles. 5 cause to 
reach or stretch: ~ a cable between two posts. 6 
(usually passive) use the powers of a person, 
horse, etc to the utmost: The horse was fully 
~ed. 

ex-ten-sion /ik'stenfn/ 1 1 [U] extending or 
being extended: the ~ of useful knowledge. 2 
[С] additional part; enlargement: an ~ of one’s 
summer holidays; build an ~ to a hospital; get 
an ~ of time, eg for paying a debt: telephone 
number 629—8494, ~ 15, ie a telephone in one 
of the offices. 

ex-ten-sive /ik'stenstv/ adj extending far; 
far-reaching: ~ repairs|inquiries. 
ex-ten-sive-ly adv 

ex-tent /ik'stent/ и [0] 1 length; area; range: / 
Was amazed at the ~ of his knowledge. 2 
degree: to acertain/some ~, partly. 

ex-tenu-ate /ik'stenjueit/ vt make (bad be- 
haviour) seem less serious (by finding an ex- 
cuse): There are extenuating circumstances in 
this case. 
ex-tenu-ation /ik,stenju'eifn/2[C,U] 

ex-ter-ior /ek'stiorio(r)/ adj outer; situated 
on or coming from outside: the ~ of a building. 
> interior(1). ол [С] outside; outward ap- 
pearance: a goodman witha friendly ~. 

ex-ter-mi-nate /1k'sts:mimeit/ vt make ап 
end of (disease, ideas, a race, etc); destroy 
completely. 
ex-ter-mi-na-tion /ik,st3:mi'neifn/ 2 [СО] 

ex-ter-nal /ek'sts:nl/ adj outside; situated on 
the outside; of or for the outside: ~ evidence, 
obtained from independent sources, not from 
what is being examined. ол [C] (usually р) 
(formal) external circumstances: the ~s of reli- 
gion, acts and ceremonies (contrasted with in- 
ner and spiritual aspects). 
ex-ter-nal-ly adv 

ex-tinct /ik'stinkt/ adj 1 no longer burning; 
no longer active: an ~ volcano. 2 (of feelings, 
passions) dead. 3 no longer in existence; hav- 
ing died out: an ~~ species; become ~. 

ex-tinc-tion /ik'stink{n/ я [0] 1 making, be- 
ing, becoming, extinct: a race threatened by ~. 
2 act of extinguishing: the ~ ога ге. 

ex-tin-guish /ik'stingwif/ vt 1 put out а 
light, fire. 2 end the existence of hope, love, 
passion, etc. 
ex-tin-guisher, (kinds of) apparatus for giv- 
ing out a jet of liquid chemicals for putting out 
a fire. 

ex-toll /1k'staul/ ve (-il-) praise highly: ~ him 
as a hero. 

ex-tort /ik'std:t/ vt obtain by violence, 
threats, etc: ~ money from him. 
ex-tor-tion /1k'sto:{n/2[C,U] 

ex-tor-tion-ate /ik'sto:fonot/ adj 1 in the 
nature of extortion. 2 (of demands, prices) 
exorbitant. 

ex-tra /‘ekstra/ adj additional; beyond what is 
usual, expected or arranged for: ~ pay for ~ 


extra-/eye 


work. о adv 1 more than usually: ~ fine qual- 
ity. 2in addition: price £1.30, packing and pos- 
tage ~. on[C}1 additional thing; something 
for which an extra charge is made: The bike 
costs £30; the pump and saddlebag are ~s. 2 (in 
the cinema, TV, etc) person employed for a 
minor part, eg in a crowd scene. 3 special edi- 
tion of a newspaper. 

extra- /ekstra-/ prefix outside, beyond, espe- 
cially; extramural; extraordinary. 

ex-tract /ik'strakt/ vt 1 take or get out (usu- 
ally with effort): have a tooth ~ed; ~ a bullet 
from a wound. 2 (fig) obtain by force: ~ 
money|information from a person, who is un- 
willing to give it. 3 obtain (juices, etc) by press- 
ing, crushing, boiling, etc: ~ oil from olives. 4 
select and copy out words, examples, pas- 
sages, etc (from a book). ап /'ekstrekt/ [СО] 
1 that which has been extracted(3): beef ~. 2 
[C] passage extracted(4): ~s from a long 
poem. 
ex-trac-tion /i1k'strekfn/n[C,U] (a) extract- 
ing or being extracted(1): the ~ion of a tooth. 
(f) descent: /5 he of French ~ion? 

extra-cur-ricu-lar /,ektroka'rikjulo(r)/ adj 
outside the regular course of academic work 
or studies: ~ activities,eg a dramatic society. | 

ex:-tra-dite /'ekstrodait/ vt 1 give up, hand 
over (a person) from the country where he is 
living to the country where he is said to have 
committed, or has been convicted of, a crime. 
2 obtain (such a person) for trial. 
ex-tra-di-tion /,ekstra'difn/[U] 

ex-traneous /ik'stremias/ adj 1 not related 
(to the object to which it is attached). 2 not be- 
longing (to what is being dealt with); coming 
from outside: ~ interference. 

extra-ordi-nary /ik,stro:dnri US: -neri/ adj 


1 beyond what is usual or ordinary; гетагК-. 


able: a man of ~ genius; ~ weather. 2 (of offi- 
cials) additiona!, specially employed: envoy ~. 
ex-tra-ordi-nar-ily /ik'stro:dnrali US: -ner-/ 
а4у 

ex-trapo-late /ek'strepsoleit/ vt,vi (formal) 
estimate from known data, information, the 
unknown factors. 
ex-trapo-la-tion /ek,strepo'leifn/ и [СО] 

ex-trava-gance /ik'strevegons/ и 1 [U] 
being extravagant: His ~ explains why he is 
always in debt. 2 [С] something: excessively 
expensive: His new car was an ~ he could not 
afford. 3 [С] absurd statement, act, etc. 

ex-trava-gant /ik'strevagant/ adj 1 (in the 
habit of) wasting (money, etc); wasteful: an ~ 
man; ~ tastes and habits. 2 (of ideas, speech, 
behaviour) going beyond what is reasonable; 
not properly controlled: ~ praise/behaviour. 
ex-trava-gant-ly adv 

ex-treme /ik'stri:m/ п [С] 1 highest degree: 
annoying in the ~, very annoying. 2 (p/) quali- 
ties, etc as wide apart, as widely different, as 
possible: the ~s of heat and cold. Love and hate 
are ~s. go/be driven to extremes, to do 
more than is usually considered right or desir- 
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able. о adj 1 at the end(s); farthest possible: in 
~ old age. 2 reaching the highest degree: ~ 
patience/kindness..3 (of persons, their ideas) 
going to great lengths in views or actions: the 
~ left, (in politics) the most radical. 
ex-treme-ly adv 

ex-trem-ist /-1st/ м [С] person who holds ex- 
treme views (esp in politics). о adj (of political 
views) extreme. 

ex-trem-ity /ik'stremoti/ и [С] (р/ -ies) (for- 
mal} 1 extreme point, end or limit; (p/) hands 
and feet. 2 (sing only) extreme degree (of joy, 
misery, esp of misfortune): an ~ of pain. 3 
(usually p/) extreme measures, eg for punish- 
ing, taking revenge: Both armies were guilty of 
exiremities. 

ex-tri-cate /'ekstrikeit/ vz (formal) set free, 
get a person, oneself, free: ~ oneself from a 
difficulty. 

ex-tri-cable /ek'strikabl/ adj that can be 
freed. 

ex-tri-ca-tion /,ekstr'keifn/n[U] 

ex-trin-sic /ek'strinsik/ adj operating or 
Originating from the outside; not essential. 

ex-tro-vert /'ekstrova:t/ п [С] 1 person more 
interested in what goes on around him than in 
his own thoughts and feelings. 2 (informal) 
lively, cheerful person. > introvert. 
ex-tro-ver-sion /,ekstra'v3:[n US: -3n/[U] 

ex-uber-ant /ig'zju:borant US: -'zu:-/ adj-1 
growing vigorously; luxuriant: plants with ~ 
foliage. 2 full of life and vigour; high-spirited: 
ап ~ imagination. 

ex-uber-ant-ly adv 

ex-uber-ance /-rons/ м [U] state or quality of 
being exuberant: The speaker's exuberance 
won over an apathetic audience. 

ex-ude /ig'zju:d US: -'zu:d/ vt,vi (formal) (of 
drops of liquid) come or pass out slowly: 
Sweat ~s through the pores. 

ex-ult /ig'zalt/ vi rejoice greatly: ~ ai/in а suc- 
cess; ~ (= triumph) over a defeated rival. 
ex-ult-ant /-ont/ adj triumphant. 
ex-ul-ta-tion /,eqgzal'teifn/ и [U] great joy 
(at); triumph (over). 

eye’ /ai/ 1 organ of sight: We see with our 
~s. ап ,eye for an ‘eye, punishment as 
severe as the injury suffered. in the ,eyes of 
the ‘Jaw. from the point of view of the law. т 
the mind’s eye, in imagination. under/ 
before one’s very eyes, (a) in one’s 
presence, in front of one. (6) with no attempt 
at concealment. up to one’s eyes in (work, 
etc), very busy with. with an eye to, with 
the intention of, hoping for. with the naked 
eye, © naked. with one’s eyes open, 
aware of the dangers, problems. be in the 
public 'eye, be often seen in public. close 
one’s eyes to, refuse to see or take notice of. 
have an eye for, be a good judge of. keep 
an eye on, keep a watch on. make eyes at, 
show one is attracted to (a girl). more in it 
than meets the eye, more than is imme- 
diately obvious. open $6'$ eyes to, cause 
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him to realize. see eye to eye (with), agree 
entirely (with), have identical views. set/ 
clap eyes on, meet, see: / hope [ shall never 
set ~s on her again. 2 thing like an eye: the ~ 
of a needle, the hole for the thread; a hook and 
~, fastening with a hook and loop for a dress, 
etc. 

‘eye-ball, the eye within the lids and socket. 
'eye-brow, arch of hair above the eye. raise 
one’s eyebrows, express surprise, doubt, 
ic. 

leye-catching adj attractive. 

'eye-lash, hair, row of hairs, on the edge of 
the eyelid. 

‘eye-lid, upper or lower skin covering the eye 
when blinking. 

leye-opener, circumstance, etc (often sur- 
prising) that makes one realize, understand 
something: Finding him kissing my best friend 
was areal ~-opener for me. 

'eye-shadow, cosmetic for colouring the 
skin round theeye. 

'eye-sight, power, faculty, of seeing: to have 
good] poor ~sight. 

'eye-sore, something unpleasant to look at. 
‘eye-strain, tired condition of the eyes (as 
caused, for example, by reading very small 
print). 

‘eye-witness, person who can give evidence 
of what he has himself seen: an ~-witness 
account of acrime. 

eye? /ai/ vt observe, watch: He ~d me with 
suspicion. They were ~ing us jealously. 

-eyed /aid/ suffix: a ,blue-~ ‘girl, (a) girl hav- 
ing blue eyes; (b) favourite girl; 'starry-~d 
(informal), idealistic. 

eye-let /'ailit/ п [С] small hole in cloth, etc for 
a rope, etc to go through; metal ring round 
such a hole, to strengthen it. 


Ff 


Е, f /ef/ (pl F's, #5 /efs/) the sixth letter of the 
English alphabet. 

fab /fxb/ adj (informal abbr of) fabulous(3). 

fable /'ferbl/ n 1 [С] short tale, not based on 
fact, esp one with animals in it, eg Aesop's ~s, 
and intended to give moral teaching. 2 [U] 
{collective sing) myths; legends: sort out fact 
from ~.3[C] false statement or account. 
fabled /'ferbld/ adjlegendary. | 

fab-ric /'febrik/ п [СО] 1 kind, length, of 
textile material; cloth: woollen/silk ~s. 2 
structure: the ~ of society; the ~ of the Бийа- 
ing. 

fab-ri-cate /'febrikeit/ уг 1 construct; put 
together. 2 make up (something false); forge 
(a document): a~daccount of adventures. 
fab-ri-ca-tion | febri'keifn/ п [U] fabricat- 


eye/face 


ing; [С] something fabricated (both senses). 
fabu-lous /'febjulas/ adj 1 celebrated in 
fable(2): ~ heroes. 2 incredible or absurd: ~ 
wealth. 3 (informal) wonderful; marvellous. 
fabu-lous-ly adv extremely: ~ly rich. 
fa-cade /fa'sa:d/ п [С] 1 front or face of a 
building (towards a street or open place). 2 
(fig) false appearance: a ~ of indifference. 
face’ /feis/ п [С] 1 the front part of the head 
(eyes, nose, mouth, cheeks, chin): He fell on his 
~. face to ‘face, (of persons) together so 
that they look at each other: The two politi- 
cians were brought ~ to~ ina TV interview. т 
one’s face, (a) straight against: The sun was 
shining in our ~s. (6) with no attempt at con- 
cealment: Death stared him in the ~. She'll 
only laugh in your ~. to one’s face, openly, 
in one’s hearing: ГИ tell him so to his ~, ie Гт 
not afraid to tell him. (Note: compare behind 
one’s back). fly in the face of sth. openly 
defy, disregard. show one’s face, appear, 
let oneself be seen: How can you show your ~ 
here after the way you behaved last time? 2 
look; expression: a sad ~~; smiling ~s. on the 
face of it, judging by appearances, when 
first seen or heard: On the ~ of it, his story 
seems unconvincing. keep a straight face, 
hide one’s amusement (by not smiling or 
laughing). Jose face, suffer loss of credit or 
reputation. make/pull а face/faces, 
make an ugly, funny, etc expression. put a 
good/bold face on sth, show courage in 
dealing with it. save fone’s) face, avoid 
losing one’s dignity or suffering loss of credit 
or reputation. Hence, 'face-saver п, Часе- 
saving n, adj: ~-saving moves. 3 surface; 
facade (of a building); front: the ~ of a clock. 
He laid the cards ~ down on the table. The 
team climbed the north ~ of the mountain. 
'face-ache, (fig) irritating, annoying, рег- 
son. 
'face-card, king, queen or jack. 
'face-cloth, (esp) small square towel for 
washing the face and hands. 
'face-cream, cosmetic cream for the face. 
'face-lift(ing), (a) operation of tightening 
the skin to smooth out wrinkles and make the 
face look younger. (b) (fig) improvement to 
the appearance (of a building, etc). 
'face-powder, cosmetic powder for the 
face. 
'face value, (a) value shown on a coin or 
banknote. (b) (fig) apparent value of some- 
thing: accept a promise at ~ value. 
face-less adj (fig) unknown to the general 
public: the ~less men who have power in 
commerce and industry. 
face? /feis/ vt,vi1 have or turn the face to, or 
in a certain direction; be opposite to: Turn 
round and ~ те. Who’s the man facing us? 2 
meet confidently or defiantly: ~ the enemy; ~ 
dangers. face the ‘music, show no fear ata 
time of trial, danger, difficulty. face 'up to 
(sth), recognize and deal with, honestly and 
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bravely: F~ up to the fact that you are no long- 
er young. 3 recognize the existence of: ~~ 
facts, be realistic. 4 present itself to: the prob- 
lem that ~s us. 5 cover with a layer of different 
material: ~ a wall with concrete. 

facet /'fesit/[C]1 one of the many sides of a 
cut stone or jewel. 2 view, aspect, eg of a prob- 
lem. 

fa-cetious /fo'si:[as/ adj (intended to be, try- 
ing to be) humorous; fond of, marked by, jok- 
ing: a~ remark | young man. 
fa-cetious.-ly adv 

facia /'feifa/n = fascia. 

fa-cial /'feifi/ adj of ог for the face: а ~ mas- 
sage. оп [С] facial massage. 

facile /'fesail US: -sol/ adj 1 easily done or 
obtained: a ~ victory. 2 (of a person) able to 
do things easily. 3 (of speech or writing) done 
easily but without attention to quality: а ~ 
remark |/comment. 

fa-cili-tate /fo'silitert/ vt make easy; lessen 
the difficulty of: Modern inventions have ~d 
housework. (Note: never used when the subject 
is a word for a person). 

fa-cil-ity /fa'siloti/ n (р/ -ies) 1 [U] quality 
which makes learning or doing things easy; 
aptitude: have great ~ in learning languages. 2 
(pl) aids, circumstances, which make it easy to 
do things: facilities for travel, eg buses, trains, 
air services; 'sports facilities, eg running 
tracks, swimming pools. 

fac-ing /'feisin/ n 1 [С] coating of different 
material, eg on a wall. 2 (p/) material of a dif- 
ferent colour on clothes, eg on the cuffs or 
collar: а purple jacket with bright green ~s. > 
face?(5). 

fac-sim-ile /fek's:mali/ и [С] exact copy or 
reproduction of writing, a picture, etc. 

fact /fekt/ 1 1 [С] something that has hap- 
pened or been done. accessary before the 
fact, accessary who is not present when a 
crime is committed. accessary after the 
fact, person who knowingly helps another 
who has committed a crime. 2 [C] something 
known to be true ог accepted as true: No one 
can deny the ~ that fire burns. facts and 
figures, full and precise information. the 
facts of life, (informal) (human) sexual rep- 
roduction. 3 (sing without a) reality; what is 
true; what exists: /t is important to distinguish 
~ from fiction. in (actual) fact; as a mat- 
ter of fact; in point of fact, (used to em- 
phasis one’s confidence in a judgement): / 
think so; in~, Гт certain. 
'fact-finding adj designed to discover what 
is true: a ~-finding tour|committee. 

fac-tion /'fekfn/ n 1 [С] discontented, often 
unscrupulous and self-interested group of per- 
sons within a party (esp political): The party 
split into petty ~s. 2 [U] quarrelling among 
such groups. 
fac-tious /'fekfas/ adj (formal) of, caused by, 
fond of, quarrelling: a factious spirit. 

fac-tor /'fekta(r)/n[C] 1 (maths) whole num- 


ber (except 1) by which a larger number can be 
divided exactly: 2, 3, 4 and 6 are ~s of 12.2 
fact, circumstance, etc helping to bring about 
a result: evolutionary ~s, environmental influ- 
ences, etc; an unknown ~, something un- 
known, likely to influence a result. | 

fac-tory /'fektori/ п [С] (pi -ies) building(s) 
where goods are made (esp by machinery); 
workshop: ~ workers. 

fac-tuail /'fektfual/ adj concerned with fact. 

fac-ulty /'fekalti/ и [С] (р/ -ies) 1 power of 
mind; power of doing things: the mental facul- 
ties, reason; have a great ~ рог learning 
languages. 2 (in a university) department or 
grouping of related departments: the F~ of 
Law/Science; all the teachers, lecturers, 
professors, etc т one of these: a member of 
(the)~. 

fad /fed/ п [С] fashion, interest, trend, unlike- 
ly to last: Will Tom continue to collect foreign 
stamps or is it only a passing ~? 

fade /feid/ v1,vi 1 (cause to) lose colour, fresh- 
ness or strength: The strong sunlight had ~d 
the curtains. Flowers soon ~ when cut. 2 go 
slowly out of view, hearing or the memory: 
Daylight ~d away. His hopes ~d. 3 (in fil- 
ming, broadcasting) (cause to) decrease or in- 
crease in strength: fading one scene into an- 
other; ~ a conversation out/in. 

faeces (US = feces) /'fi:si:z/ п p/ waste mat- 
ter excreted from the bowels. 

fag' /feg/n1 (sing only) tiring job: Whata~! 
It’s too much (of a) ~. 21С] (si) cigarette. 

fag? /feg/ vi,vt (-gg-) 1 do very tiring work: ~ 
(away) at a task. 2 (of work) make very tired: 
Doesn't that sort of work ~ you out? 

fag-got (US also fagot) /'fegat/ п [С] 1 
bundle of sticks or twigs tied together for 
burning as fuel. 2 meat ball for frying. 
Fahr-en-heit /'feronhait/ п name of a ther- 
mometer scale with freezing-point at 32° 
(32°F) and boiling-point at 212° (212°F). 

fail" /feil/ я (only in) without fail, for cer- 
tain, no matter what difficulties, etc there may 
be: ЛИ come at two o'clock without ~. 

fail? /feil/ vive’ 1 be unsuccessful: ~ (in) ап ex- 
amination; ~ to pass an examination. All our 
plans/attempts ~ed. 2 (of examiners) decide 
that (a candidate) has been unsuccesful. 3 be 
not enough; come to an end while still needed 
or expected: The crops ~ed because of 
drought. Words ~ те, 1 cannot find words to 
describe my feelings, etc. 4 (of health, eye- 
sight, etc) become weak: His evesight is ~ing. 
5 omit; neglect; not remember: He never ~s to 
write (= always writes) to his mother every 
week. 6 become bankrupt: Several of the big- 
gest banks ~ed during the depression. 7 fail 
in, be without: He’s a clever man, but ~s in 
effort. 

fail-ing' /'feilin/ п [С] weakness or fault (of 
character): We all have our little ~s. 

fail-ing? /'feilin/ prep in the absence of: ~ 
this, if this does not happen; ~ an answer, if no 
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answer 1$ received. 

fati-ure /'feilja(r)/ и 1 [U] being unsuccessful: 
All his efforts ended in ~. 2[C] instance of fail- 
ing; person, attempt or thing that fails: Suc- 
cess came after many ~s. 3 [U] state of not be- 
ing adequate; [C] instance of this: 'heart ~. 
F~ of crops often results in famine. 4 [С] bank- 
ruptcy: many bank ~s. 6 [СО] neglect, omis- 
sion, inability: His ~ to help us was disappoint- 
ing. 6 breakdown (of machinery, power etc): 
lengine~. 

faint’ Лету adj (-ег, -est) 1 (of things known 
by the senses) weak; indistinct; not clear: The 
sounds of the music grew ~er in the distance. 
There was а ~ smell of burning. 2 (of things in 
the mind) weak; vague: There 15 a ~ hope that 
she may be cured. I haven't the ~est idea what 
you mean. 3 (of the body’s movements and 
functions) weak; failing: His breathing became 
~. 4 (of persons) likely to lose consciousness: 
She looks|feels ~. 5 (of persons) weak, ex- 
hausted: ~ with hunger and cold. 6 (of actions, 
etc) unlikely to have much effect: make а ~ 
attempt to do something. 
ifaint-'hearted adj having no courage. 
faint-ly adv 

faint? /feint/ vi 1 lose consciousness (because 
of loss of blood, the heat, shock, etc): He ~ed 
from the heat. 2 become weak: He was ~ing 
with hunger. оп [С] act, state, of fainting(1): 
She collapsed т а =. 

fair’ /feo(r)/ adj (-er, -est) 1 just; acting in а 
just and honourable manner; in accordance 
with justice or the rules (of a game, etc): Every- 
one must have а ~ share; a ~ fight. To be ~, 
she did apologise. give/get a fair hearing, 
an opportunity to defend his actions, behavi- 
our, etc, eg in a law court. 2 average; quite 
good: a~ chance of success. 3 (of the weather) 
good; dry and fine; (of winds) favourable: 
hoping for ~ weather. 4 satisfactory; promis- 
ing: be in a ~ way to succeed. 5 (of the skin, 
hair) pale; blond: '~-haired; а ~ skin. 6 clean; 
clear; without blemish: Please make a ~ copy 
of this letter, a new one without the errors, cor- 
rections, etc. 
ifair 'play, (fig) justice; equally just treatment 
for all. 
fair-ish /'feari{/ adj of average size, weight or 
quality. 
fair-ness п [С] (esp) in afl fairness, to be 
fair(1). 

fair? /feo(r)/ adv in a fair(1) manner. play 
fair, act justly. fair e'nough, (informal) 
(used to indicate that a person has been 
reasonable, made a reasonable suggestion, 
etc.) > square’. ; 

fair? /fea(r)/ м [С] 1 market (esp for cattle, 
sheep, farm products, etc) held periodically in 
a particular place. 2 group of entertainments, 
side-shows, etc travelling from place to place. 
3 large-scale exhibition of commercial goods: 
aworld~. 
'fair-ground, open space for fairs(2). 


fair-ly' /'feali/ adv 1 justly; honestly: treat him 
~. 2 (informal) completely: He was ~ beside 
himself with rage. 

fair-ly? /'feol:/ adv of degree moderately: This 
isa~ easy book. 

fair-way /'feawei/ и [С] 1 navigable channel 
for ships. 2 part of a golf-links, between a tee 
and a green, free from hazards. 

fairy /'feori/ и [С] (р! -ies) small imaginary 
being with supernatural powers, able to help 
or harm human beings. 
'fairy-land, home of fairies; enchanted place. 
'fairy-story/-tale, (a) tale about fairies. 
(b) untrue report, story, esp by a child. 

faith /Ге:0/ и 1 [U] trust; unquestioning con- 
fidence: have/put one’s ~ in justice. I have 
great faith in this medicine. 2 [С] belief in divine 
truth without proof; religion: the Christian, 
Jewish and Muslim ~s. 3 [Ч] promise; engage- 
ment. keep/break faith with some- 
body, be loyal/disloyal. 4 [U] loyalty; sincer- 
ity. in bad/good faith, with/without the 
intention of deceiving. 
'faith-healing, (belief in) healing (of dis- 
ease, etc) by prayer, etc. 

faith-ful /'fei6ful/ adj 1 loyal and true: a~ 
friend; ~ to one’s promise. 2 true to the facts: a 
~ copy|description|account. 3 the ~, (p/) the 
true believers, esp of Islam or Christianity. 
faith-fully adv in a faithful way: / promise ~ 
to come. Yours faithfully, formula used to 
end a Jetter (esp in formal or business style). 

faith-less /'fei@lis/ adj false; disloyal. 
faith-less-ly adv 

fake /feik/ n[C] 1 story, work of art, etc that 
looks genuine but is not. 2 person who tries to 
deceive by claiming falsely to be or have some- 
thing. o vt make (eg a work of art, a story) in 
order to deceive: ~ an oil-painting. 

fai-con /'fo:ikon US: 'felkon/ п [С] small bird 
of prey trained to hunt and kill other birds and 
small animals. 
fal-con-ry я [О] hunting with, art of training, 
falcons. 

fall’ /fo:l/ и [С] 1 act of falling: a ~ from a 
horse; a ~ in temperature; a ~ in prices. 2 
amount of rain that falls; distance by which 
something falls or comes down: The ~ of the 
river here is six metres. 3 (often pl) place where 
a river falis over cliffs, etc: Niagara F~s. 4 
(US) autumn: in the ^ of 1970. 

fail? /fo:1/ vi (pr fell /fel/, pp ~en /'fo:lon/) (For 
special uses with adverbial particles ard pre- 
positions, > 14 below.) 1 come or go down 
freely. (by force of weight, loss of balance, etc): 
He fell into the water. The rain was ~ing 
steadily. fall on one’s feet, (fiz) be fortu- 
nate; get out of a difficulty successfully. fall 
short of, fail to equal; be inferior to: Your 
work ~s short of my expectations. 2 no longer 
stand; come to the ground; collapse; be over- 
thrown: He fell over and broke his left leg. He 
ей on his knees (= knelt down) and begged for 
mercy. He fell in battle, was killed. fal! flat 
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(en one’s face), (fiz) fail to have the intend- 
ed effect: His best jokes all fell flat, did not 
amuse his listeners. ЁаЙ/ over oneself, (a) 
fali because one is awkward, clumsy, or in too 
much of a hurry. (b) (fig) be very eager: The 
big teams were ~ing over themselves|each 
other for this brilliant player. 3 hang down: 
Her hair fell over her shoulders. 4 come or go to 
a lower level or point; become lower or less: 
The barometer is ~ing. The temperature fell 
rapidly. 5 become: His horse fell lame. He fell 
silent. The old man fell asleep. fall foul of, > 
foul'(3). fall т love (with), become filled 
with love: He fell in love with an actress. fall 
out of love (with), stop feeling love (for). 6 
descend on: Darkness fell on/upon the scene, it 
became dark. 7 give in and do wrong: Eve 
tempted Adam and he fell. 8 be overcome or 
defeated: The Government has ~en again. 9 
Fallon, take a direction or position: A shadow 
fell on the wall. His cye fell on (= He suddenly 
saw) a curious object. In ‘formidable’ the stress 
can ~ on either the first or the second syllable. 
10 (of acity,etc) be captured by the enemy. 11 
(of land) slope: The ground ~s towards the 
river. 12 occur, have as date: Easter ~s early 
next year. 13 be spoken: Not a word fell from 
his lips. 

14 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

fall about (laughing/with laughter), 
(informal) laugh uncontrollably. 

fall among. meet by chance: ~ among 
thieves. 

fall astern, drop behind; not keep up with. 
fail away, (а) desert: His supporters began 
10 ~ away. (b) disappear, vanish. 

fall back, move or turn back: Our attack was 
so successful that the enemy fell back. fail 
back оп, turn to for support: /f’s always use- 
ful to have savings to ~ back on. 

fail behind (with), fail to keep level with: 
He always ~s behind when we’re going uphill. 
Don’t ~ behind with your rent, or уои’И be 
evicted. 

fall for. (informal) be attracted by the merits 


of (esp when deceived): He ~s for every pretty. 


face he sees. 

Ра! т. (a) collapse; give way: The roof fell in. 
(b) (mif) take, cause to take, places in the 
ranks: The sergeant ordered the men to ~ in. 
(c) (of a single soldier) take his place in the 
ranks. (d) (of a lease) expire. (e) (of a debt) 
become due. fall in with, (a) happen to 
meet. (b) agree to: He fell in with my plans. 
fall into line (with), agree to (what others 
are doing or wish to do). 

fall of f, become smaller, fewer or less: Atten- 
dance at church has ~en off. 

Ра! оп. attack; assault (the enemy). © also 
foot'(1). 

fall out, (a) (mil) leave one’s place in the 
rank or file. (b) discontinue; give up: the '~- 
out rate, eg of students who give up a course of 
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study. © drop-out at drop?(12). fall out 
(with), quarrel (with): He has ~en out with 
the girl he was going to marry. 
fall through, fail; be unsuccessful: 
scheme fell through. 
fall to, begin to eat, fight, attack, etc: They 
fell to with a good appetite. 
fail under, be classifiable under: The results 
~ under three headings. 

fal-lacy /'felosi/ и (р/ -ies) 1 [С] false or mis- 
taken belief. 2 [U] false reasoning or argu- 
ment: a statement basedon~. 
fal-la-cious /fa'leifas/ adj misleading; based 
onerror. 

fallen /'fo:lon/ pp of fail?. 

fal-lible /'felobol/ adjliable to error. 
fal-li-bil-ity /,fela'biloti/ и [U] (state of) being 
fallible. 

Fal-lo-pian tube /faloupion Клаб US: 
tu:b/ п = oviduct. 

fall-out /'fo:1 aut/ и [U] radioactive dust in 
the atmosphere, after a nuclear explosion. 

fal-low /'felou/ adj, п [9] (land) ploughed 
but not sown or planted: allow land to lie~. 

fal-low-deer /'felou dio(r)/ п [С] (р! un- 
changed) small deer with a reddish-yellow 
coat with, in the summer, white spots. 

false /fo:!s/ adj 1 wrong; incorrect: a~ alarm; 
а ^^ arrest. make a false start, (athletics) 
start before the signal has been given. 2 deceit- 
ful; lying: give а ~ impression; give ~ witness, 
tell lies (eg in a law court). 3 not genuine; artif- 
icial: ~ teeth. > also pretence(2). 
false-ly аду 

false-hocd /'fo:lshud/ n 1 [С] lie (the usual 
word); untrue statement: How can you utter 
such ~s? 2 [О] telling lies; lying. 

fal-setto /fo:l'setau/ и [С] (p/ ~s) unnatural- 
ly high-pitched voice in men. 

fals-ify /'fo:lsifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) make false: 
~ records/accounts. 
falsi-fi-ca-tion /,fo:lsifi'kerfn/ и [СО] 

fals-ity /'fo:lsoti/ п (pl -ies) 1 [U] lie (the usual 
word). 2 [C] false act, statement, etc: several 
falsities in the witness’ 5 statement. 

fal-ter /'fo:lto(r)/ vi,vt 1 move, walk or act in 
an uncertain or hesitating manner, from either 
weakness or fear. 2 (of a person) speak in a 
hesitating way or with a broken voice: He ~ed 
as he asked for mercy. 
fal-ter-ing-ly adv 

fame /ferm/ и [Ч] (condition of) being known 
or talked about by all; what people say (esp 
good) about a person: His ~ as a poet did not 
come until after his death. 
famed adj famous: ~d for their courage. 

fam.il-iar /fo'milio(r)/ adj 1 familiar with, 
having a good knowledge of: Гат not very ~ 
with European history. 2 familiar to, well 
known to: facts that are ~ to every European. 
3 common; usual; often seen or heard: the ~ 
voices of one’s friends. 4 close; personal: Are 
you оп ~ terms with Mr Green? 5 claiming or 
showing a greater degree of friendship than is 
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considered right: He made himself much too ~ 
with my wife. 

fam. il-iar-ly adv 

fam. ili-ar-ity /fo,mili'zrati/ п (pl -ies) 1 [U] 
(the state of) being familiar: His ~ with the 
languages изед т Nigeria surprised me. You 
should not treat her with such ~. & famili- 
ar(4,5). 2 (р!) instance of familiar behaviour 
such as the use of a pet name. 

fam-.il-iar-ize (also -ise) /fa'milioraiz/ vt 1 
make well acquainted (with): ~ oneself with 
the rules. 2 make well known: Television has 
~d the word ‘newscast’. 

family /'femli/ п (р/ -ies) 1 [С] parents and 
children. (Note: used with a sing verb when 
family is a collective noun: Almost every ~ in 
the village has a man in the army; used with a p/ 
verb when family means members of my fami- 
ly: My ~ are early risers.) 2 (as a collective 
noun) children: He has a large ~. 3 [C] all 
those persons descended from a common an- 
cestor: families that have been in the US for two 
hundred years. 4 [С] group of living things 
(plants, animals, etc) or of languages, with 
common characteristics and a common 
source: animals of the cat ~, eg lions and tig- 
ers. 5 (used as an adjective) of or for a family: 
~ life; а ~ man, one who enjoys home life 
with his family. 

family doctor, general practitioner. 

family name, = surname. 

family 'planning, (use of birth control for) 
planning the number of children, intervals be- 
tween births, etcin a family. 

family 'tree, genealogical chart. 

fam-ine /'femin/ n 1 [U] extreme scarcity 
(esp of food) in a region: Parts of India have of- 
ten suffered from ~. 2 [С] particular occasion 
when there is such scarcity: a rice/coal~. 

fam-ish /'feemuif/ vi,vt 1 suffer from extreme 
hunger: They were ~ing for food. 2 cause (a 
person) to suffer from hunger: The child 
looked half ~ed. (Note: usually passive.) 

fa-mous /'feimos/ adj known widely; having 
fame: a~ scientist. 

fa-mous-ly аду excellently: getting on ~ly. 

fan! /fen/n[C]1 object (waved in the hand, or 
operated mechanically, eg by an electric mo- 
tor) for making a current of air (eg to coola 
room). 2 something that is or can be spread 
out flat, eg the tail of a peacock. 

ап belt, rubber belt used to turn the 
cooling-fan of an engine. 

'fan-iight, fan-shaped window over a door. 

fan? /fen/ vi,vi (-пп-) 1 send a current of air 
on to: ~ oneself. 2 (of a breeze) blow gently 
on: The breeze ~ned our faces. 3 open in fan- 
shaped formation: The troops ~ned out across 
the fields. 

fan? /fen/ и [С] (informal) fanatical supporter: 
football ~s. 

‘fan mail, letters from fans, eg to a pop star. 

fa-natic /fa'netik/ n [С] person with exces- 
sive enthusiasm: food ~s, willing to eat only 
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certain kinds of food. о adj (also fa-nati-cal 
/-k1/) excessively enthusiastic: ~(al) beliefs. 
fa-nati-cally /-kli/ adv 
fa-nati-cism /-sizoam/ п [U] excessive enthu- 
siasm; [C] instance of this. 

fan-ci-ful /'fensifl/ adj (formal) 1 (of per- 
sons) led by imagination instead of reason and 
experience: a ~ writer. 2 unreal; curiously 
designed: ~ drawings. 
fan-ci-fully /-fali/ adv 

fancy’ /'fensi/ adj 1 (esp of small things) 
brightly coloured; made to please the eye: ~ 
cakes. 2 not plain or ordinary: ~ dress, ie 
unusual costume, often historical or exotic, as 
worn at parties. 

fancy? /'fensi/ п (pl -ies) 1 [U] power of creat- 
ing images in the mind. (Note. imagination 
suggests a more active power.) 2 [С] some- 
thing imagined; vague opinion or belief: / have 
a~ (= a vague idea) that she will be late. 3 [С] 
fondness, liking, desire (for): a ~ for some 
wine with my dinner. take a fancy to, be- 
come fond of: The children have taken quite a 
~ to you. 
ifancy-'free adj not in love; not taking one’s 
life, other people, seriously. 

fancy? /'fensi/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 picture in the 
mind; imagine: Can you ~ me as a mother? 2 
be under the impression that (without being 
certain, or without enough reason): /-~ (that) 
he won't come. 3 have a desire for: What do you 
~ to eat|/for dinner? 4 fancy oneself, be 
conceited: He fancies himself as an orator. 5 
(used to express surprise): F~ her saying such 
unkind things about you! F~ that! 

fan-fare /'fenfeoa(r)/ п [С] short series of 
notes played loudly on trumpets or bugles. 

fang /fey/ n [С] 1 long, sharp tooth (esp of 
dogs and wolves). 2 snake’s tooth. 

fan-tas-tic /fen'testik/ adj 1 wild and 
strange: ~ dreams|shapes|fashions. 2 (of 
ideas, plans) impossible to carry out; absurd: 
~ proposals. 3 (informal) marvellous; wonder- 
ful: She’s areally ~ girl! 
fan-tas-ti-cally /-КП/ adv 

fan-tasy /'fentosi/ я (pl -ies) 1 [U] imag- 
ination, esp when extravagant. 2 [C] wild or 
strange product of the imagination. 

far' /fa:(r)/ adj © farther, farthest, further, 
furthest. 1 (usually in literary style) distant: а 
~ country. a far ery, & сгу?(1). 2 (= farth- 
er) more remote: оп the ~ bank of the river. 
the Far 'East, countries of E and SE Asia. 

far? /fa:(r)/ adv © farther, farthest, further, 
furthest. 1 (suggesting distance in space or 
time): How ~ did you go? We didn’t go ~. 
(Note: usually used in questions and in the 
negative; compare We went a long way.) 2 
(used with other adverbs and prepositions): ~ 
beyond the bridgelabove the clouds{into the 
night[back in history. few and far be- 
tween, г> between". far from, (a) not at 
all: Your work is ~ from (being) satisfactory. 
(6) instead of: F~ from admiring his paint- 
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ings, I dislike them intensely. go far, (a) (of 
persons) be successful; do much: He’s clever 
and intelligent, and will go ~. (b) (of money) 
buy many goods, services, etc: A pound doesn’t 
go ~ nowadays. go/carry sth too far, go 
beyond the limits of what is considered 
reasonable: You've gone too ~ this time! far 
and 'near/'wide, everywhere: They sear- 
ched ~ and wide for the missing child. so far, 
until now: So ~ the work has been easy. so 
Шаг. so ‘good, up to now everything has 
gone well. as/so far as, (a) to the place 
mentioned: He walked as ~ as the post office. 
(b) the same distance: We didn’t go as/so ~ as 
the others. (с) to the extent that (suggesting a 
limit of advance or progress): So ~ as I know 
he will be away for four months. 3 (by) much; 
considerably; to a great extent: /t fell ~ short 
of our expectations. by far, by a great 
amount: This is better by ~. 

'far-away adj (a) distant, remote: ~away 
places| times. (b) (of a look in a person’s eyes) 
dreamy: a ~away look in his eyes. 
ifar-'fetched adj (of an idea, excuse, etc) dif- 
ficult to believe because almost certainly im- 
possible. 

ifar-'flung adj wideiy spread or extended. 
ifar 'gone, very ill, mad, drunk, etc. 
ifar-'reaching adj likely to have many con- 
sequences; having a wide application: ,~- 
reaching ‘proposals. 

ifar-'sighted adj (a) able to see distant ob- 
jects more clearly than near objects. (b) (fig) 
having good judgement of future needs, etc. 

farce /fa:s/n 1 [С] play for the theatre, full of 
ridiculous situations intended to make people 
laugh; [U] this style of drama. 2 [C] series of 
actual events treated lightly when it should be 
treated seriously: The trial wasa~. 

far-ci-cal /'fa:sikl/ adj 

far-ci-cally /-kli/ adv 

fare’ /fea(r)/n[C]1 money charged for a jour- 
ney by bus, ship, taxi, etc. 2 passenger in a 
hired vehicle: The taxi-driver had only six ~s 
all day. 

fare? /fea(r)/ п [9] (dated) food provided at 
table: simple/homely ~. 

fare? /fea(r)/ vi progress; get on: How did you 
~ at the interview? Were you successful or 
not? 

fare-well |,fea'wel/ int (literary) goodbye. o 
n1 [С] leave-taking: make one’s ~s. 2 (used as 
an adjective): a~ speech. 

farm! /fa:m/ и [С] 1 area of land and build- 
ings for growing crops, raising animals, etc: 
working on the ~. 2 farmer’s house ona farm. 
'farm-yard, space enclosed by farm build- 
ings (sheds, barns, etc). 

farm? /fa:m/ vi,vi 1 use (land) for growing 
crops, raising animals, etc: He ~s 200 acres. 2 
farm out, send work out to be done by 
others. 

farmer /'fa:ma(r)/ я [С] man who owns or 
manages a farm. 
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far-ther /'fa:d0(r)/ adv (comparative of far): 
We can’t go any ~ without arest. They went ~ 
into the forest. (Note: usually used to refer to 
distance but further is now often used.) с adj 
more distant: on the ~ bank of the river. 

far-thest /'fa:dist/ adv, adj (superlative of 
far): Which village in England is ~ from Lon- 
don? (Note: > farther.) 

far-thing /'fa:d1n/ п [С] (former GB coin 
worth) one-quarter of a penny. 

fas-cia (also fa-cia) /'feifa/ n [С] = dash- 
board. 

fas-ci-nate /'fesineit/ уг charm or attract 
greatly: The children were ~d by the exhibi- 
tion. 
fas-ci-nat-ing adj having strong charm or 
attraction: a fascinating smile]idea|girl. 
fas-ci-nat-ing-ly adv 
fas-ci-na-tion /,fesi'neifn/n[C,U] 

fas-cism /'fefizam/ п [U] (often F~) form 
of reactionary, nationalistic, anti-democratic, 
anti-communist, bourgeois movement and 
system of government, typical of the era of 
imperialism. 
fascist /'fefist/ n [C] (often derogatory) 
supporter of fascism. п adj of fascism; of the 
extreme right wing; reactionary. 

fashion /'fefn/ n 1 (sing with the or a, an) 
manner of doing or making something: He 
was behaving in a strange ~. after a 
fashion, not particularly well: He can speak 
and write English, after a ~. 2 [СХ] (of 
clothes, behaviour, thought, custom, etc) that 
which is considered most to be admired and 
imitated during a period or at a place: dressed 
in the latest ~. in fashion, fashionable. 
come into/go out of fashion, become/no 
longer be in fashion: When did mini-skirts 
come into/go out of ~? а vt give form or shape 
to: ~ a lump of clay into a bowl. 

fashion-able /'fefanabl/ adj 1 following 
the fashion(2). 2 used by, visited by, many 
people: a~ summer resort. 
fashion-ably /-abli/ adv 

fast’ /fa:st US: fest/ adj 1 firmly fixed; not 
easily moved: Make the boat ~, Make it 
secure. hard and fast rule, that cannot be 
changed. 2 steady; loyal: a ~ friend. 3 (of 
colours) that will not fade. o adv firmly, 
securely, tightly: hold ~ to a rope. fast as- 
leep, > asleep(1). play fast and loose 
with, repeatedly change one’s attitude to- 
wards: play ~ and loose witha gir! s affeciions. 
stand fast, > stand?(3). 

fast? /fa:st US: fest/ adj (-er, -est) 1 quick; 
rapid: а ~ train/horse. 2 (of a watch or clock) 
showing time later than the true time: My 
watch is five minutes ~, eg showing 2.05 at 
2.00. 3 (of a surface) producing quick motion: 
а ~ cricket pitch. 4 (of photographic film) 
suitable for very brief exposures. 

fast? /fa:st US: fest/ adv quickly: Don’t speak 
50 ^. 

fast’ /fa:st US: fest/ vi go without food or 
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without certain kinds of food, esp as a reli- 
gious duty: days devoted to ~ing, eg in Lent.o 
п [С] (period of) going without food: a ~ of 
three days. 

fas-ten /'fa:sn US: 'fesn/ vt,vi fix firmly; tie 
or join together: Have you ~ed all the doors 
and windows? 2 become fast’ or secure: This 
dress ~s down the back, has buttons, etc down 
the back. 3 (formal) direct one’s looks, 
thoughts, attention, etc on: He ~ed his eyes 
оп[ироп me. 4 seize; select (a person) for at- 
tack: He ~ed on|upon the idea. 

fas-tener /'fa:sna(r)/, something that fastens 
things together: a paper ~er; a'zip-~er. 
fas-ten-ing, thing that fastens, eg a bolt. 
fas-tid-ious /fa'stidias US: fe-/ adj hard to 
please; quick to find fault: He is ~ about his 
food. 

fa-stid-ious-ly adv 

fast-ness /'fa:stnis US: 'fest-/ n [U] the 
quality of being fast'(3): We guarantee the ~ 
of these dyes. 

fat" /fet/ adj (-ter, -test) 1 covered with, hav- 
ing much, fat: ~ meat; а ~~ man. 2 thick; well 
filled: а ~ wallet, one full of banknotes. 3 (in- 
formal) (used for ironic emphasis): A ~ lot of 
good he will be! He will be no use at all! There’s 
a~ chance that he’ ll come, no chance at all. 
'fat-head, dull, stupid person. 

fat-tish adja little fat. 

fat-ness n[U] 

fat? /fet/ п [C,U] (kinds of) white or yellow 
substance, oily or greasy, found in animal 
bodies; oily substance in seeds, etc; this 
substance purified for cooking purposes: 
Fried potatoes are cooked in deep ~. live off 
the fat of the land, live in luxury. 

fa-tal /'feitl/ adj 1 causing, ending in, death or 
disaster: a ~ accident. 2 like fate; of, appoint- 
ed by, destiny: the ~ day. 

fa-tally /'fertali/ adv: be ~ly injured] wounded. 
fa-tal-ism /'feitolizam/ и [U] belief that 
events are decided by fate(1). 

fa-tal-ist /'fertalist/ и [С] believer in fatalism. 
fa-tal-is-tic /,feito'listik/ adj believing that all 
that happens is inevitable: a ~ic attitude. 
fa-tal-ity /fo'teloti/ п (pl -ies) 1 [С] misfor- 
tune, disaster, esp one that causes death and 
destruction: floods, earthquakes and other 
fatalities. 2 [С] death by accident, in war, etc. 
3 [U] state of being subject to fate(1) or des- 
tiny. 4 [0] fatal influence; deadliness: the ~ of 
certain diseases, eg cancer. 

fate /feit/n 1 [U] power looked on as control- 
ling all events in a way that cannot be op- 
posed: He had hoped to live to 80 but ~ decided 
otherwise. as sure as fate, certain(ly). 2 [C] 
the future as decided by fate: They abandoned 
the men to their ~. 3 (sing) death; destruction; 
person’s ultimate condition: decide a person’s 
~, eg whether he shall live or die. o vt be 
fated to/that, be destined (the usual word) 
to/that. 

fate-full /'fertfl/ adj 1 controlled by, showing 


the power of, fate(1); important and decisive: 
a~ decision; оп this ~ day. 2 prophetic. 
fate-fully /-foli/ adv 

fa-ther’ /'fa:da(r)/ п [С] 1 male parent: You 
have been like a~ to me. The property had been 
handed down гост ~ to son for many genera- 
tions. 2 (usually p/) ancestor(s). 3 founder or 
first leader: the F~ of English poetry, Chaucer. 
4 priest, esp one belonging to a religious ord- 
er; head of a monastic house. 5 title used in 
personifications: F~ Christmas; F~ Time. 
Gur (Heavenly) Father, God. 
the Holy Father, the Pope. 
'father figure, older man respected because 
of his concern for one’s welfare. 
'father-hood /-hud/ п [U] state of being a 
father. 
‘father-in-law /'fa:dor in lo:/ п [С] (pl 
~s-in-law) father of one’s wife or husband. 
father-land /-lend/ п [С] one’s native 
country (mother country is more usual). 
father-less adj without a living or known 
father. 
father-ly adj of or like a father: ~ly love/ 
smiles. 

fa-ther? /'fa:da(r)/ vt 1 be the originator of an 
idea, plan, etc. 2 be (or admit to being) the 
father (of a child), the author (of a book). 

fathom /'fedem/ n [С] measure (six feet or 
1-8 metres) of depth of water: The ship sank in 
six ~s. О v#1 find the depth of. 2 understand 
fully: / cannot ~ his meaning. 
fathom-less adj too deep to fathom, esp 
(2). 

fa-tigue /fa'ti:g/ n 1 [U] condition of being 
very tired: Several men dropped with ~ during 
the long march. 2 [U] weakness in metals 
caused by prolonged stress. 3 [C] tiring task; 
non-military duty of soldiers, such as clean- 
ing, cooking, etc. o vr tire (the usual word): 
fatiguing work. 

fat-ten /'fetn/ vt,vi make or become fat: ~ 
cattle. 

fatty /'feti/ adj (-ier, -iest) like, consisting of, 
fat: ~ bacon. 

fa-tu-ity /fo'tju:otr US: -'tu:-/ и (pl -ies) 1 [U] 
state of being fatuous. 2 [С] fatuous remark, 
act, etc. 

fatu-ous /'fetfuas/ adj showing foolish self- 
satisfaction: a~ smile] young man. 
fatu-ous-ly adv 

fau-cet /'fo:sit/ и [C] (US) = tap'(1). 

fault /fo:lt/ n 1 [С] something that makes a 
person, thing, etc imperfect; defect: She loves 
me in spite of allmy ~s. There is a~ in the elec- 
trical connections. at fault, in the wrong; ina 
puzzled or ignorant state: My memory was at 
~. find fault with, complain about: / have 
по ~ to find with your work. Hence, 'fault- 
finder, 'fault-finding. 2 (sing only) ге- 
sponsibility for being wrong: /Г5 your own~. 
3 [C] place where there is a break in the conti- 
nuity of layers of rock, etc. о vt find fault with: 
No one could ~ his performance. 
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fault-less adj 
fault-less-ly adv 
faulty adj (-ier, -iest) having a fault or faults. 

faun /fo:n/ п [С] (in Roman mythology) one of 
a class of gods of the woods and fields, a man 
with a goat’s horns, legs and tail. 

fauna /'fo:no/ 2 [0] all the animals of an area 
or anepoch: the © of E Africa. 

faux pas /,fou 'pa:/ п [С] (р/ unchanged) 
indiscreet action, remark. 

fa-vour' (US = fa-vor) /'feiva(r)/ п 1 [U] 
friendly regard; willingness to help, protect, be 
kind to: look with ~ ona plan, approve of it. 2 
[ПЛ aid; support: He obtained his position more 
by ~ than by merit or ability. in favour of, 
(a) in sympathy with; approving of: Are you 
т ~ of women’s lib? (b) on behalf of; to the ac- 
count of: Cheques should be drawn in ~ of the 
Society. be in/out of favour (with sb), 
have/not have his friendship, support, etc. in 
$6'’$ favour, to the advantage of: The ex- 
change rate is in our ~. 3 [С] act of kindness: 
May Га5К youa~? Would you do mea~? 

fa-vour? (US = fa-vor) /'feiva(r)/ vt 1 sup- 
port; approve of: He ~s an increase in nursery 
education. 2 give more support, help, to one 
person, group, etc than to another: A teacher 
should not ~ any of his pupils. 3 (formal) do 
something for: Will you ~ me with an inter- 
view? 4 (formal) (of circumstances) make pos- 
sible or easy: The weather ~ed our voyage. 

fa-vour-able (US = -vor-) /'fervrobl/ adj 
giving or showing approval; helpful: She got a 
~ report оп[абои! her work. 
fa-vour-ably /-abli/ adv т a favourable man- 
ner: speak favourably of a plan. 

fa-vour-ite (US = -vor-) /'fervrit/ п [С] 1 
person or thing preferred above all others: He 
is a ~ with his unclefa ~ of his uncle’ s{his 
uncle’s ~. 2 the ~, (racing) the horse, etc 
generally expected to win: The ~ came in 
third. 3 person who is given unfair preference. 
о adj preferred above all others. 
fa-vour-it-ism (US = -мог-) /-1zam/ п [U] 
(practice of) having favourites(3). 

fawn! /fo:n/ п 1 [С] young fallow-deer less 
than one year old. 2 [9] light yellowish-brown 
colour. а adj light yellowish-brown. 

fawn? /fo:n/ vi 1 (of dogs) show pleasure and 
affection by jumping about, tail-wagging, etc. 
2 fawn оп sb, try to win his favour by using 
flattery, etc. 

fear' /fio(r)/ n 1 [C,U] feeling caused by the 
nearness or possibility of danger or evil; 
alarm: They stood. there trembling with ~, 
frightened and shaking. for fear of, because 
of anxiety about: She asked us not to be noisy, 
for ~ of waking the baby. 2 [U] anxiety for the 
safety (of): He is in ~ of his life. 3 [U] likeli- 
hood: There’s not much ~ of my losing the 
money. No fear! (informal) Certainly not! 
fear-ful /-fl/ adj (a) causing fear; terrible: a 
~ful railway accident. (6) (informal) annoy- 
ing; very great: What a ~ful mess! (c) fright- 
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ened; apprehensive: ~ful of waking the baby. 
fear-fully /-fali/ adv 
fear-less adj without fear. 
fear-less-ly adv 
fear-less-ness и [0] 

fear? /fio(r)/ vt,vi1 feel fear (of), be afraid (of): 
~ death. 2 fear for, feel anxiety about: We 
~ed for his life/safety. 3 have an uneasy feel- 
ing or anticipation of: ~ the worst, be afraid 
that the worst has happened or will happen. 

feas-ible /'fi:zabl/ adj 1 that can be done: А 
counter-revolution is ~. 2 (informal) that can 
be managed or that is convenient or plausible; 
that can be believed: His story sounds ~, may 
be true. 
feasi-bil-ity /,fi:zo'bilati/ п [0] 

feast /fi:st/ п [С] 1 religious anniversary or 
festival, eg Christmas or Easter. 2 splendid 
meal. о vt,vi 1 take part in, give, a feast: ~ 
one’s friends, ~ all evening. 2 give pleasure to: 
~ one’s eyes on beautiful scenes. 

feat /fi:t/ п [С] something difficult well done, 
esp showing skill, strength or daring: brilliant 
~s of engineering. 

feather’ /'feda(r)/ п [С] one of the light 
coverings that grow from a bird’s skin. as 
light as a feather, very light. birds of a 
feather, people of the same sort. a feather 
in one’s cap, something one can be proud 
of. 
'feather-weight, (esp) boxer weighing be- 
tween 118 and 126 16$ (53:5 and 57 kg). 
feath-ery adj light and soft like feathers: ~y 
snow. 

feather? /'feda(r)/ vt supply with feathers: ~ 
an arrow. feather one‘s nest, make things 
comfortable for oneself. 

fea-ture /'fi:tfa(r)/ п [С] 1 one of the named 
parts of the face: Her eyes are her best ~. 2 (pl) 
the face as a whole: a man of handsome ~s. 3 
characteristic or striking part: geographical 
~s. 4 prominent article or subject in a news- 
paper. 5 full-length film in a cinema pro- 
gramme, etc. о уг be ог make a feature(3,4) 
of: a film that ~s anew French actress. 
fea-ture-less adj uninteresting. 

Feb-ru-ary /'februori US: -rueri/ и the sec- 
ond month of the year, with 28 days (29 ina 
leap year). 

feces > faeces. 

fed /fed/ pt,pp of feed?. 

fed-eral /'fedral/ adj 1 of, based on, federa- 
tion: In the USA foreign policy is decided by the 
~ (ie central) government, and ~ laws are 
made by Congress. 2 relating to, supporting, 
central (as distinct from State) government. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, (US) 
(abbr F Bi) department which is responsible 
for investigating violations of federal law and 
safeguarding national security. © state'(2). 
fed-er-al-ism /-17эт/ и [0] 
fed-er-al-ist, supporter of federal union ог 
power. 

fed-er-ate /'fedoreit/ vt,vi (of States, organi- 
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zations, societies) combine, unite, into a 
federation. 

fed-er-ation /|,fedo'reifn/ п 1 [С] political 
system in which a union of States leaves 
foreign affairs, defence, etc to the central 
(Federal) government but keeps powers of 
government over some internal affairs. 2 [C] 
such a union of States, eg the USA; similar 
union of societies, trade unions, etc. 3 [U] act 
of federating. 

fee /fi:/ n 1 [С] charge or payment for profes- 
sional advice or services, eg doctors, lawyers, 
surveyors. 2 cost of an examination, member- 
ship, etc. o vt engage for a fee: ~ a barrister. 

feeble /'fi:bl/ adj (-r, -st) weak; faint; without 
energy, force or decision: а ~ old man; a ~ 
crylargument|joke. 
ifeeble-'minded adj (a) subnormal in intel- 
ligence. (b) (informal) without firmness or 
decision. 
feebly /'fi:bli/ adv 

feed' /fi:d/ n 1 [С] (chiefly of animals and 
babies) meal: We stopped to let the horses have 
a~.2[U] food for animals: There isn’t enough 
~ left for the hens. 3 [C] pipe, channel, etc 
through which material is carried to a 
machine; [U] material supplied. 
‘feed-back n [0] (a) return of part of the 
output of a computer system to its source (eg 
to correct it). (b) (informal) information, etc 
(about a product) given by the user to the sup- 
plier, maker, etc: interesting ~back via the 
market research department. > feed?(6). 

feed? /fi:d/ vt,vi (pt,pp fed /fed/) 1 give food 
to: Have the pigs been fed yet? be fed ‘up 
(with), (sl) have had enough of and therefore 
feel angry or discontented: Гт fed up with your 
grumbling. 2 (chiefly of animals) eat: The cows 
were ~ing in the meadows. 3 feed on, take as 
food: Cattle ~ chiefly on grass. 4 supply with 
material; supply (material) to: This moving 
belt ~s the machine with raw material. 5 pro- 
vide information; put information into (a 
computer). 6 feed back, send information, 
etc back, eg from the sales staff to the manu- 
facturer. & feedback above. 

feeder /'fi:do(r)/ п [С] 1 (of plants and ani- 
mals, used with adjectives) one that feeds. 2 
feeding-bottle or bib. 3 (often as an adjective) 
branch of a main railway line, canal, etc. 
'feeding-bottie, bottle from which a baby is 
given milk. 

feel" /fi:l/ п (sing only) 1 sensation charac- 
teristic of something when touching or being 
touched: You can tell it’s wool by the ~. 2 act 
of feeling; being touched: Let me havea~. 

feel? /fi:l/ vt,vi (pt.pp felt /felt/) 1 (try to) learn 
about, explore, by touching, holding in the 
hands, etc: Blind persons can often recognize 
objects by ~ing them. feel one’s way, (а) 
go forward carefully, as in the dark or asa 
blind man does. (b) be cautious: They were 
~ing their way towards an agreement. 2 search 
(about) with the hand(s) (or the feet, a stick, 
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etc): He felt in his pocket for a penny. 3 be 
aware of (through contact): / can ~ а пай in 
my shoe. 4 be aware of (not through contact): 
He felt his heart beating wildly. She felt concern 
for them all. 5 be in a certain physical, moral 
or emotional state: ~ coldjhungry/happy{ill. 
How are you ~ing today? Please ~ free (= 
consider yourself welcome) to come whenever 
you like. 6 be capable of sensation: The dead 
cannot ~. 7 feel for, have sympathy, com- 
passion: / ~ for you in your sorrow. 8 feel as 
if /though, have, give, the impression that: 
She felt as if her head were splitting. 9 give or 
produce an impression: This new suit doesn’t 
~ right. 10 feel like, (of persons) be in the 
mood for: J don’t ~ like (eating) a big meal 
now. 11 be sensitive to; suffer because of: He 
doesn't ~ the heat at all. 12 have the idea; be 
of the opinion: He felt sure that he would suc- 
ceed. feel т one’s bones (that), > bone. 
13 appreciate; understand properly: We ail 
felt the force of his arguments. 

feeler /'fi:lo(r)/ n [С] 1 part of an animai used 
for testing things by touch, eg a whisker, an 
antenna. 2 suggestion used to test the opin- 
ions or feelings of others: put out ~s. 

feel-ing /'fi:lin/ 1 [U] power and capacity to 
feel: He had lost all ~ in his legs. 2 [С] physical 
or mental awareness; emotion: а ~ of hunger| 
gratitude|/joy. 3 [С] idea or belief not based 
wholly on reason: a ~ of danger. 4 (usually 
sing) general opinion: The ~ of the meeting 
was against the proposal. 5 (pl) emotional side 
of a person’s nature (contrasted with the intel- 
lect): Have I hurt your ~s, offended you? 
=> mixed. 6 [U] sympathy; understanding: He 
doesn’t show much ~ for the sufferings of 
others. 7 [С.П] excitemént of mind, esp of 
anger, hatred or resentment: F~ over the elec- 
tion ran high, There were strong opinions, etc. 
8 [0] taste and understanding; sensibility: She 
plays the piano with ~. о adj (formal) 
sympathetic: showing emotion: a~ remark. 

feet /fi:t/n pl of foot’. 

feint /feint/ л [С] pretence (the more usual 
word). о vi pretend. 

fel-ic-ity /fo'lisoti/ и [0] (formal) great happi- 
ness or contentment. 

fe-line /'fi:lam/ adj of or like a cat: walk with 
~ grace. 

fell’ /fel/ pt of fall?. 

fell? /fel/ п [С] stretch of rocky, bare moorland 
or bare hilly land (esp in N England): the 
Derbyshire F~s. 

feil® /fel/ vt cause to fall; strike down; cut 
down (а tree): He ~ed his enemy with a single 
blow. 

fel-low /'felou/ п [С] 1 (dated informal) man 
or boy: He’s a pleasant ~. 2 (dated) (usually 
pl) friend, companion: 'school ~s. 3 (used as 
an adjective) of the same class, kind, etc: ,~- 
‘citizens. 4 member of a learned society: F~ of 
the British Academy. 5 member of the govern- 
ing body of some university colleges; incor- 
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porated graduate member of a college. 
ifellow-'feeling, sympathy. 

fel-low-ship /'feloufip/ п 1 [U] (dated) 
friendly association; companionship: enjoy ~ 
with people. 2 [С] number of persons associat- 
ed together; group or society. 3 [U] member- 
ship in such a group: admitted to ~. 4[C] posi- 
tion of a college fellow(5). 

felon /'felon/n[C] person guilty of felony. 

fel-ont-ous /fi'lounias/ adj criminal (the 
usual word). 

fei-ony /'feloni/[C,U] (p/-ies) major serious 
crime, eg murder, armed robbery, arson. 

felt’ /felt/ pt,pp of feel?. 

felt? /felt/ п [0] wool, hair or fur, compressed 
and rolled flat into a kind of cloth: (used as an 
adjective) ~ hats|slippers. 

fe-male /'fi:meil/ adj 1 of the sex that pro- 
duces offspring: a ~ child/dog. 2 (of plants or 
their parts) fruit-bearing. 3 of women: ~ 
emancipation. сп [С] female animal. 

femi-nine /'feminin/ adj 1 of, like, suitable 
for, women: ~ curiosity, said to be typical of 
women. 2 (gram) of the gender proper to the 
names of females: ~ nouns and pronouns, eg 
actress, lioness, she, her. 
femi-nin-ity /,femi'ninoti/, quality of being 
feminine. 
fem-in-ism_ /'feminizam/, movement for 
women to have the same rights (social, finan- 
cial, legal, etc) as men. > lib. 
fem-in-ist /-1st/, supporter of feminism. 

fe-mutr /'fizma(r)/ и [С] (anat) thigh-bone. 

fen /fen/n[C] area of low marshy land. 

fence’ /fens/ я [С] barrier made of wood ог 
metal, eg one put round a field, garden, etc. 
sit/be on the fence, not commit oneself; 
wait to see where one can win most advantage. 
О vf surround, divide, provide, with a fence: 
The land is ~d off/in{round. 
fenc-ing /'fensin/, material 
fences. 

fence? /fens/ vt 1 practise the art of fighting 
with long narrow swords or foils. 2 (fig) avoid 
giving a direct answer to a question(er): 
fencing (with) a question. 
fencer, person who fences(1). 
fenc-ing /'fensin/ я [О] art, sport, of fighting 
with swords. 

fence? /fens/ и [С] receiver of stolen goods; 
his place of business. а vt,vi receive stolen 
goods. 

fend /fend/ vt.vil fend off, defend oneself 
from: ~ off a blow. 2 fend for oneself, look 
after oneself: When his father died, Tom had to 
~ for himself. 

fen-der /'fenda(r)/ п [С] 1 metal frame bor- 
dering an open fireplace (to prevent burning 
coal, etc from rolling on to the floor). 2 some- 
thing used to lessen shock or damage in a colli- 
sion, eg опа ship’s side. 3 (US) guard over the 
wheel of a motor-vehicle. 

fer-ment' /'fs:ment/ л [С] substance, eg 
yeast, that causes other substances to ferment. 
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2 in a ferment, (fig) in a state of, eg social, 
political, excitement. 

fer-ment? /fa'ment/ v/,vi 1 (cause to) under- 
go chemical changes through the action of or- 
ganic bodies (esp yeast} which change glucose 
into alcohol, eg in beer, wine. 2 (fig) (cause to) 
become excited. 
fer-men.ta-tion /,f3:men'tei!n/»[U] 

fern /fs:n/ я [C,U] sorts of feathery, green- 
leaved flowerless plant. 
ferny adj 

fer-ocious /fo'ravfas/ adj fierce, cruel, sav- 
age: a~ temper. 
fer-ocious.-ly adv 

fer-oc-ity /fo'rosati/ я (formal) [U] fierce- 
ness; savage cruelty; [С] (р/ -ies) fierce, savage 
or cruel act. 

fer-ret /'ferit/ п [С] small animal of the weasel 
family, used for driving rabbits from their 
burrows, killing rats, etc. о vt,vi 1 hunt with 
ferrets. 2 discover by searching; search: ~ 
out/~ about for a lost book. 

ferry /'feri/ п [С] (p/-ies) (place where there is 
a) boat, hovercraft or aircraft that carries 
people and goods across a river, channel, etc. 
О vt,vi take, go, across in a ferry: ~ people/a 
boat across a river. 
'ferry-boat, one used for ferrying. 
'ferry-man, person who owns or runs а 
ferry. 

fer-tile /'fs:tail (5: ЧэгИ/ adj 1 (of land, 
plants, etc) producing much: ~ soil. 2 (of a 
person, his mind, etc) full of ideas, plans, etc: a 
~ imagination. 3 able to produce fruit, young; 
capable of developing: ~ seeds/eggs. © 
sterile(1,2). 
fer-til-ity /fa'tiloti/, state of being fertile. 

fer-til-ize (also -ise) /'fs:tilaiz/ vt make fer- 
tile or productive: ~ the soil (by using man- 
ure). 
fer-ti-lizer (also -iser) п [U] chemical plant 
food; artificial manure; [C] substance of this 
kind. 
fer-ti-liz-ation (also -isation) /,f3:tilai'zeifn 
US: -li'z-/ n[U] 

fer-vent /'fs:vant/ adj showing strong feeling; 
passionate: ~ love/hatred. 
fer-vent-ly аду 

fer-vour (US = -vor) /'fs:va(r)/ п [U] 
strength or warmth of feeling. 

fes-tal /'festl/ adj festive (the usual word). 

fes-ter /'festo(r)/ vi 1 (of a cut or wound). 
(cause to) fill with poisonous matter (pus): If 
the cut gets dirty, it will probably ~. 2 (fig) act 
like poison in the mind: The insult ~ed in his 
mind. 

fes-ti-val /'festivl/ и [С]1 (day or season for) 
rejoicing; public celebration: Christmas and 
Easter are Church ~s. 2 series of perfor- 
mances (of music, ballet, drama, etc) given 
periodically, eg once a year: а ~ of music. 0 adj 
of a feast or feast-day: ~ music. 

fes-tive /'festrv/ adj of a feast or festival; 
joyous: a'~ season, eg Christmas. 
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fes-tiv-ity /fe'stivati/ я (р/ -ies) 1 [Ч] rejoic- 
ing; being merry and gay. 2 (p/) joyful events: 
wedding festivities. | 

fes-toon /fe'stu:n/ n [С] chain of flowers, 
leaves, ribbons, etc hanging in a curve or loop 
between two points, as a decoration. а vt 
decorate (the usual word): ~ed with Christmas 
decorations. 

fetch /fet{/ vt,vi1 go for and bring back: F~ 
a doctor at once. Shall I~ your ceat (for you)? 
2 cause to come out: ~ a deep sigh. 3 (of 
goods) bring in; sell for (a price): These old 
books won't ~ (you) much. 4 (informal) give (a 
blow) to: She ~ed me a slap across the face. 

féte /feit/ п [С] festival or entertainment: the 
village ~, often one at which funds are raised, 
ес for a charity. а у! honour by entertaining; 
make a fuss of: The hero was ~d wherever he 
went. 

fetid /'fetid/ adj stinking. 

fet-ish, fe-tich /'fetif/ n [С] (p/ ~es) 1 ob- 
ject worshipped by pagan people because they 
believe a spirit lives in it. 2 anything to which 
foolishly excessive respect or attention is 
given: Some women make a~ of clothes. 

fet-lock /'fetlok/ я [С] (tuft of hair on a) 
horse’s leg above and behind the hoof. 

fet-ter /'feta(r)/ и [С] 1 chain for the ankles of 
a prisoner or the leg of a horse. 2 (fig) (usually 
p!) something that prevents progress. а vt 1 
put in chains. 2 (fig) try to stop progress. 

feud /fju:d/ п [С] bitter quarrel between two 
persons, families or groups, over a long period 
of time. o vt quarrel; fight: ~ over a will. 

feu-dali /‘fju:d!/ adj of the method of holding 
land (by giving services to the owner) during 
the Middle Ages in Europe. 
feu-dal-ism /-1zom/ и [0] the feudal system. 

fe-ver /'fi:va(r)/ п 1 [U] condition of the hu- 
man body with temperature higher than usu- 
al, esp as a sign of illness: He has a high ~. 2 
[U] one of a number of diseases in which there 
is a high fever: yellow/rheumatic ~. 3 (usually 
sing with a) excited state; nervous agitation: in 
а ~ of impatience. at/to ‘fever pitch, at/to 
a high level of excitement. 
fe-vered adj affected by a fever: a ~ed imagi- 
nation, highly excited. 
fe-ver-ish adj having symptoms of, caused 
by, causing, fever. 
fe-ver-ish-ly аду 

few /fju:/ adj (-er, -est), pron (contrasted with 
many; & little, much) 1 (used with a p/ noun) 
not many: F~ people live to be 100 and ~er 
still live to be 110. Such occasions are ~. no 
fewer than, as many as: No ~er than twenty 
workers were absent yesterday through illness. 
2 a few, а small number (of): / know a ~ of 
them. quite a few, several. 3 every few 
minutes/days, etc, > every(4). 4 the ~, 
the minority. 

fez jfez/ п [С] red felt headdress with a flat top 
and no brim, worn by some Muslim men. 

fi-ancé /fi'a:nse1 US: ,fi:a:n'se1/ п [С] man to 
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whom one is engaged to be married. 

fiancée /fi'a:nser US: ,fi:a:n'ser/ п [С] 
woman to whom one is engaged to be married. 

fi-asco /fileskau/ и [С] (pl ~s, US also ~¢s) 
complete failure, breakdown: The new play 
wasan. 

fib /fib/ я [С] (informal) untrue statement (esp 
about something unimportant). а w (-bb-) 
tell a fib. 
fib-ber, person who tells fibs. 
fib-bing, telling fibs. 

fibre (US = fiber) /'faiba(r)/ п 1 [С] one of 
the very thin threads of which many animal 
and vegetable growths are formed, eg cotton, 
wool, nerves, muscles. 2 [U] substance formed 
of a mass of fibres, for manufacture into vari- 
ous materials. 3 [9] structure; texture: 
material of tough ~. 4 [U] (fig) character: a 
person of strong moral~. 
'fibre-glass, material of glass fibres in resin, 
used as an insulating material, and made into 
structural materials. 
fi-brous /'faibras/ adj made of, like, fibres. 

fib-ula /'fibjola/ п [С] (pl ~s) (anat) outer and 
smaller of the two bones from the knee to the 
ankle. 

fickie /'fikl/ adj (of moods, the weather, etc) 
often changing; not constant. 

fic-tion /'fik{n/ 21 [С] something invented or 
imagined (contrasted with truth). 2 [U] 
(branch of literature concerned with) stories, 
novels and romances. 

fic-ti-tious /fik'tifas/ adj untrue; imagined 
or invented: The account he gives of his move- 
ments is quite ~. 

fiddle /'fidl/ п [C]1 violin; any instrument of 
the violin family, eg a cello or viola. fit as a 
fiddle, very well; healthy. play second fid- 
dle (to), take a less important part (than). 2 
instance of fiddling; & 3 below. с vt1 play a 
tune, etc on the fiddle. 2 make aimless move- 
ments; play aimlessly (with something in one’s 
fingers): He was fiddling (about) with a piece of 
string. 3 (sl) make or keep dishonestly inaccu- 
rate records of figures (in business accounts, 
etc): ~ the expenses. 
fid-dier, (a) person who plays a fiddle(1). 
(b) person who fiddles(3). 
fid-dling adj (informal) trivial: fiddling little 
jobs. 

fi-del-ity /fi'deloti/ n [0] 1 loyalty, faithful- 
ness: ~ to one’s principles/ wife. 2 accuracy; ех- 
actness: translate with the greatest ~. > 
high-fidelity. 

fidget /'fidzit/ vi,vt (cause to) move the body 
(or part of it) about restlessly; make nervous: 
The boy was ~ing with his knife and fork. an 
[C] 1 the ~s, fidgeting movements: Having 
to sit still for a long time often gives small chil- 
dren the ~s. 2 person who fidgets. 
fidgety adj 

field’ /fi:ld/ п [С] 1 area of land, usually en- 
closed by means of hedges, fences, etc: work- 
ing in the ~s. 2 area or expanse; open space: an 
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lice-~, eg round the North Pole; a 'cricket/ 
football ~. 3 area of land from which miner- 
als, etc are obtained: а new 'oil-~; 'coal-~s. 4 
place, area, where a battle or war is or was 
fought: the ~ of battle/'battle-~. 5 area or de- 
partment of study or activity: the ~ of 
politics|medical research. That is outside my 
~, 1S not something that I have studied. 6 
range (of operation, activity, use); area or 
space in which forces can be felt: a magnetic 
~, round a magnet: a wide ~ of vision. 7 (in 
sports and athletics) all those taking part; (in 
cricket and baseball) team that is not batting. 
‘field day, (a) day on which military opera- 
tions are practised or for exploration, etc by a 
society. (b) (fig) great or special occasion: 
having a~ day, having great fun, success, etc. 
‘field event, athletic event such as jumping 
or throwing which does not take place on a 
track. 

‘field glasses, binoculars for outdoor use. 
‘field hockey, > hockey. 

Че hospital, temporary one near the 
scene of fighting. 

ifield ‘marshal, army officer of highest 
rank. 

'field-officer, major, lieutenant colonel or 
colonel. 

‘field study, planned study of first-hand 
observations, interviews, etc. 

'field work, (a) research done in the field, 
eg by a geologist. (b) = field study. (c) = 
spadework. 

field? /fi:id/ vt,vi 1 (in cricket and baseball) 
(stand ready to) catch or stop (the ball): He ~s 
well. 2 (of football teams, etc) put into the 
field: The school is ~ing a strong team in their 
next match. 

fielder, fields-man, (in cricket, etc) person 
who fields. 

fiend /fi:nd/ п [С] 1 devil. 2 very wicked or 
cruel person. 3 (informal) person devoted or 
addicted to something: a fresh-'air ~~. 
fiend-ish adj savage and cruel. 

tiend-ish-ly adv 

fierce /fios/ adj (-r, -st) 1 violent; cruel; 
angry: ~ dogs/winds; look ~; havea~ look. 2 
(of heat, desire, etc) intense, strong: ~ hatred. 
fierce-ly adv 

fierce-ness и [0] 

fiery /'faior/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 flaming; look- 
ing like, hot as, fire: a ~~ sky; ~ eyes, angry 
and glaring. 2 (of a person, his actions, etc) 
quickly or easily made angry: a ~ temper| 
speech. 

fier-ily /-Ш/ adv 

fi-esta /fi'esta/ п [С] (р/ ~s) 1 religious festi- 
val; saint’s day. 2 holiday, festival. 

fif-teen |, fi'fti:zn/ adj, n{C] (of) 15. 
fif-teenth /,fiftin@/ adj, п [С] (abbr 15th) 
(of) one of 15 parts or the next after 14. 

fifth /fif6/ adj, п [С] (abbr 5th) (of) one of 5 
parts or the next after 4. 

ififth ‘column, organized body of persons 
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sympathizing with and working for the enemy 
within a country at war. 
fifth-ly adv 

fifty /'fifti/ adj, п [С] (of) 50. go fifty-fifty 
(with); on a fifty-fifty basis, have equal 
shares. a fifty-fifty chance, equal chance. 
in the fifties, (a) (of a person’s age, temper- 
ature, speed, etc) between 49 and 60. (b) be- 
tween 49 and ’60inacentury. 
fif-ti-eth /'fiftio6/ adj, п [С] (abbr 50th) (of) 
one of 50 parts or the next after 49. 

fig /fig/n[C] (broad-leaved tree having a) soft, 
sweet, pear-shaped fruit full of small seeds. 
not care/give a fig (Рог), not care or value 
in the least. 

'fig-leaf, conventional device for concealing 
male genital organs in drawings, statues, etc. 
fight’ /fait/n 1 [С] act of fighting; struggle: а 
~ between two 4085; the ~ against poverty. 2 
[U] desire, spirit or ability to fight: The news 
that their leader had surrendered took ail the ~ 

out of them. 

fighter, (a) person who fights professional- 
ly: a prize ~. (b) thing used in fighting, eg air- 
craft: a 'jet-~. (©) (used as an adjective): a 
'~er pilot|squadron. 

fight? /fait/ vi,vt (pt,pp fought /fo:t/) struggle 
wiih the hands or with weapons; use physical 
force (as in war): ~ a battle. The dogs were 
~ing over a bone. Britain has often fought 
against|with (= against) her enemies. Britain 
fought with (= on the side of) France. fight 
to the finish, until there is a decision. fight 
'shy of, keep away from, not get mixed up 
with. fight tooth and nail, make every pos- 
sible effort to win. fight back, (a) use force 
to resist an attack. (b) (fig) make an effort to 
resist something: ~ back a cold. fight sth 
down, repress: ~ down a feeling of jealousy. 
fight sb/sth off, drive away; struggle 
against: ~ off a cold, eg by taking aspirin. 
fight it out, fight until a dispute is settled. 
fight-ing п [0]: 'street ~ing. 0 adj a fight- 
ing chance, a possibility of success if great 
effort is made. fighting fit, very healthy. 

fig-‘ment /'figmont/ n [С] something invent- 
ed or imagined: ~s of the imagination. 

fig-urat-ive /'figjurativ/ adj (abbr fig used in 
this dictionary) (of words and language) used 
not in the literal sense but in an imaginative 
way, eg Бай' (2). 

fig-ura-tive-ly аду 

fig-ure /'figa(r) US: 'figjar/ п [С] 1 symbol for 
a number, esp 0 to 9: He has a salary of six 
figures/a six-~ salary, £100000 or more. > 
double figures. 2 (p/) arithmetic: Are you 
good at ~s?3 diagram; illustration: The black- 
board was covered with geometrical ~s, ie 
squares, triangles, etc. 4 person’s, animal’s, 
form drawn, painted or carved. 5 human 
form, esp the appearance and what it suggests: 
I'm dieting to keep ту ~, in order not to grow 
fat. 6 person, esp his influence: Russell, the 
greatest ~ of his ега. с vt,vi 1 imagine; picture 
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mentally. 2 appear; have а part; be prominent: 
~ in history/in a play. 3 figure sth/sb out, 
calculate; think about until one understands: / 
can’t ~ that man out, 1 do not understand him. 
'figure-head, (a) carved image (either bust 
or full-length) placed for ornament at the 
prow ofa ship. (b) person in high position but 
with no real authority. 
figure of 'speech, expression, eg a’simile 
or metaphor, that gives variety or force, using 
words out of their literal meaning. 
fila-ment /'filomont/ п [С] thin thread, eg of 
wire in an electric light bulb. 

filch /filt{/ vt steal (something of small value). 

file’ /fail/ п [С] metal tool with roughened sur- 
Гасе{$) for cutting or smoothing hard sub- 
stances. п vf use a file on; make smooth, re- 
move, cut through, with a file: filing one’s 
fingernails. 

file’ /fail/ п [С] 1 holder, cover, case, box, 
drawer, etc for keeping papers, etc together 
and in order for reference purposes. 2 set of 
papers so kept. 3 record stored in a computer. 
on file, on or in a file(1) or computer. а vt 
place on or in a file: Would you please ~ 
(away) these letters. 
filing, work of placing papers in files. 

file® /faul/ п [С] line of persons or things one 
behind the other. in single file. © 
single(1). the rank and file, (a) common 
soldiers (not officers). (b) (fig) ordinary, un- 
distinguished persons. п vi march in file: The 
men ~d in/out, came or went in/out. 

fil-ial /'filiol/ adj of оп or daughter: ~ duty. 

fil-ings /'failinz/ п pl bits removed by filing. 

ЯН /fil/ п [U] as much as is wanted: eat/drink 
one’s ~. have (had) one’s fill of sth, (in- 
formal) have (had) as much as one can bear. 
fill-ing, something put in to fill something: a 
~ing ina tooth. 

Fill? /fil/ vt,vi1 make or become full; occupy all 
the space in: ~ a tank with petrol. Tears ~ed 
her eyes. I was ~ed with admiration. 2 hold a 
position and do the necessary work; put a per- 
son in a position: The vacancy has already been 
~ed. НШ the bill, (informal) do or be what is 
wanted. 

3 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 

РИ in, add what is necessary to make com- 
plete: ~ in an application form, write one’s 
name, and other particulars required; ~ in an 
outline, add details, etc. 

fill out, (a) make or become larger, rounder 
or fatter: Her cheeks began to ~ out. (b) (esp 
US) = fillin. 

fill up, make or become full: ~ up a petrol 
tank. 

Не /'filit/ п [С] slice of fish or meat without 
bones. а vicut into fillets: ~ed plaice. 

fii-lip /'fulp/ п [С] 1 quick blow or stroke with 
a finger. 2 (fig) incentive or stimulus: an adver- 
tising campaign that gave a fresh ~ to sales. 

filly б/п [С] (pl -ies) female foal. 
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film! /film/ я 1 [С] thin coating or covering: a 
~ of dust|mist. 2 [СМ] roll or sheet of thin 
flexible material for use in photography: a roll 
(US = spool) of ~. 3 [C] series or strip of 
photographs projected onto a screen one after 
the other so quickly that the people, objects, 
etc appear to be moving; such a strip 
representing a story, drama, etc. 

'film star, well-known and popular cinema 
actor or actress. 

'film test, photographic test of a person who 
wishes to act in films. 

filmy adj (-ier, -iest) like a film(1): ~y 
clouds. 

film? /film/ vt,vi 1 cover, become covered, 
with a film(1): The scene ~ed over. 2 take a 
film(3) of: ~ a play. 3 be suited for filming: 
She ~s well/badly. 

fil-ter /‘filta(r)/ п [С] 1 apparatus (eg with 
sand) for holding back solid substances in a 
liquid .passed through it: a 'coffee ~. 2 col- 
oured glass (as used on a camera lens) which 
allows light of certain wave-lengths to pass 
through. 3 (radio) device which separates а1- 
ternating current of one frequency from 
others. 0 vt,vi1 (cause to) flow through a filt- 
er. 2 (fig) (of a crowd, road traffic, news, 
ideas, etc) make a way, pass or flow: new ideas 
~ing into people’s minds. 3 (of traffic in GB) 
be allowed to move when traffic going in other 
directions is held up by a red light. 

'filter tip, cigarette end containing material 
that acts as a filter (for nicotine, etc). Hence, 
ifilter-'tipped adj 

filth /fil6/n[U]1 disgusting dirt. 2 obscenity. 
filthy adj (-ier, -iest). 

fin /fin/ n[C]1 part (like a wing) attached to a 

fish used in swimming. 2 thing shaped like or 

used in the same way as a fin, eg the 'tail-~ of 
an aircraft. 

па! /'faml/ adj 1 coming at the end: the ~ 

chapter of a book. 2 putting an end to doubt or 

argument: a ~ decision|judgement. с п [С] 

(often pi) last of a series: take one’s ~s, last 

examinations; the tennis ~s, at the end of a 

tournament. > cup final. 

fi-nal-ist, (a) player who takes part in the 

last of a series of contests. (b) undergraduate 

in his last year. 

fi-nally /-nali/ adv (a) lastly; in conclusion. 

(b) once and for all: settle a matter ~ly. 

fi-nal-ity /fai'nzloti/ n [U] state or quality of 
being final: speak with an air of ~, as if there is 
nothing more to be said or done. 

fi-nal-ize (also -ise) /'fainalaiz/ vt give a final 
form to. 

fi-nance /'famens/ п 1 [U] (science of) the 
management of (esp public) money: an expert 
in ~. 2 (pl) money (esp of a government or a 
business company): Are the country’s ~s 
sound?. о vt provide money for (a scheme, etc). 
i-nan-cial /fai'nenf!/ adj of finance: in ~ 
difficulties, short of money; the ~ year, the an- 
nual period for which accounts are made up. 
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fi-nan-cially /-fali/ adv 

fin-an-cier /fai'nensio(r) US: ,finon'siar/ и 
[C] person skilled in finance. 

finch /fintS/ ля [С] kinds of small bird (usually 
with a prefix, eg 'chaffinch). 

find" /faind/ n [С] act of finding; something 
(esp valuable or pleasing) found: / made а 
great ~ ina secondhand bookshop yesterday. 
finder, (a) person who finds something: 
Lost, a diamond ring: ~er will be rewarded. 
(b) lens in a camera ('view-~er) or telescope 
used to find the object to be examined, etc. 
find-ing, (usually р) (a) what has been 
learnt as the result of inquiry: the ~ings of the 
Commission. (b) what is decided by a jury, 
etc. & find?(9). 

find? /faind/ vt (pt.pp found /faund/) 1 get 
back, after a search: Did you ever ~ that pen 
you lost? The missing child has not been found 
yet. 2 get or discover after research, ex- 
perience or effort: ~ a cure/remedy (for a dis- 
ease); ~ а solution/an answer (to a problem). 
They couldn't ~ the way in/out/back. find 
fault (with), > fault(1). find one’s feet, 
(a) be able to stand and walk, eg as a baby 
does. (b) (fig) become able to act indepen- 
dently, without the help and guidance of 
others. 3 arrive at naturally: Rivers ~ their 
way to the sea. 4 discover by chance; come 
across: He was found dead at the foot of a cliff. 
5 become informed or aware of, by experience 
or trial: We found the beds quite comfortable. I 
~ it difficult to understand him|~ him difficult 
to understand. 6 (often find out) learn by 
study, calculation, inquiry: Please ~ out when 
the train leaves. 7 (= there is/are, the subject 
being one or you): One doesn’t] You don’t find 
(= There isn’t) much sunshine in this area. 8 
supply; provide: Who will ~ the money for the 
expedition? all found, everything provided: 
Wanted, a waitress, £100 a month and all 
found, board, lodging, etc provided in addi- 
tion to wages. 9 (legal) decide and declare; 
give as a verdict: How do you ~ the accused? 
The jury found the accused man guilty. 

fine’ /fain/ adj (-r, -st) 1 (of weather) bright; 
clear; not raining: /t rained all morning, but 
turned ~ later. 2in good health: Pm feeling ~. 
3 enjoyable; pleasing; splendid: а ~ view; have 
a~ time; ~ clothes. 4 delicate; carefully made 
and easily injured: ~ silk. 5 of very small par- 
ticles: Sand is ~r than gravel. 6 slender; thin; 
sharp: а pencil with а ~ point. not to put 
'too fine a point on it, to express it plainly. 
7 (of metals) refined; pure: ~ gold. 8 (able to 
be) seen only with difficulty or effort: a~ dis- 
tinction. 9 able to make delicate distinctions: a 
~ taste inart. 
fine art; the fine arts, the visual arts that 
appeal to the sense of beauty, esp painting and 
sculpture. 
fine-ly adv (a) splendidly: ~/y dressed. (b) 
into small particles or pieces: carrots ~ly 
chopped. 
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fine-ness и [0] 

fime? /fain/ adv (informal) very well: That will 
suitme~. 

fine? /fain/ я [С] sum of money (to be) paid as 
a penalty for breaking a law or rule. о vt pun- 
ish by a fine: ~ him £5. 
fine-able (also fin-able) /'‘famoab!/ adi liable 
to a fine. 

fin-ery /'fainori/ и [О] gay and elegant dress 
ог appearance: the garden in its summer ~, 
with its flowers, etc. 

fi-nesse /fi'nes/ п [U] artful or delicate way 
of dealing with a situation: show ~ in dealing 
with people. 

fin-ger /'finga(r)/ п [С] one of the end parts of 
the hand or a glove: There are five ~s (or four 
~s and one thumb) on each hand. have a 
finger in every/the pie, > pie. keep 
one’s fingers crossed, (fig) hope that 
nothing will prevent success. Jay one’s 
finger on, show exactly (where something is 
wrong). not lift a finger (to help sb), do 
nothing to help when help is needed. slip 
through one’s fingers, © slip?(3). о vt 
touch with the fingers: ~ a piece of cloth. 
'finger-nail, nail at the tip of the finger. 
'finger-print, mark made by a finger when 
pressed on a surface, used for identifying 
criminals. 
'finger-tip, top of a finger. have sth at 
one's fingertips, be thoroughly familiar 
with it; know it well. 

fin-ish /'finif/ vt,vi1 bring or come to an end; 
complete: ~ one’s work; ~ reading a book. 
Have you ~ed with that dictionary? Are you 
still using it? 2 make complete or perfect: He 
gave the picture a few ~ing touches. а п (sing 
only) 1 last part: the ~ of arace. fight to the 
finish, & fight”. 2 the state, manner, of be- 
ing complete: His style of writing has no ~.3 
shining surface (after polishing): expensive 
furniture with a beautiful ~. 

fi-nite /'fainait/ adj 1 limited: Human under- 
standing is ~. 2 (gram) agreeing with a subject 
in number and person: ‘Ат’, ‘is’, ‘are’, ‘was’, 
and ‘were’ are the ~ forms of ‘be’, and ‘be’ ; ‘be- 
ing’ and ‘been are the 'non-~ forms. 

Нога, fjord /fjs:d/ n[C] long, narrow arm of 
the sea, between high cliffs (as in Norway). 

fir /f3:(r)/ я [С] conifer with leaves like needles; 
[U] wood of this tree. 
'fir-cone, г> cone(3). 

fire’ /'faio(r)/ п 1 [0] condition of burning: 
F~ burns. on fire, burning: The house was on 
~. catch fire, begin to burn: Paper catches 
~ easily. set sth on fire; set fire to sth, 
cause it to begin burning: He set his hair on~. 
2 [U] destructive burning: Have you insured 
your house against ~? 3 [С] instance of des- 
tructive burning: forest ~s. 4 [С] burning fuel 
in a grate, etc to heat a building, for cooking, 
etc: There’s a~ in the next room. 5 [U] shoot- 
ing (from guns). open/cease fire, start/ 
stop shooting. under fire, (a) being shot at. 
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(b) (fig) being criticised. 6 [U] strong emo- 
tion; angry or excited feeling; enthusiasm: a 
speech that has no ~, is uninspiring. 
'fire alarm, apparatus (bell, etc) for making 
known the outbreak ofa fire. 
'fire-arm, rifle, gun, pistol or revolver. 
'fire brigade, organized team of men who 
put out fires. 
'fire drill, practice of the routine to be fol- 
lowed when fire breaks out. 
'fire-engine, (motor-vehicle with a) ma- 
chine Гог putting out a fire. 
'fire-escape, outside staircase for leaving a 
burning building; apparatus, kind of extend- 
ing ladder, used to save people from a burning 
building. 
'fire-extinguisher, portable cylinder witha 
chemical substance, etc inside, for putting out 
a small fire. 
'fire-man (a) man who looks after the fire in 
a furnace, etc. (b) member of a fire brigade. 
'fire-place, place fora fire in a room. 
'fire-proof adj (a) that does not burn. (b) 
that does not crack or break when heated. 
'fire-raising, arson. 
'fire service, fire brigade(s). 
'fire-side, (sing with the) part of a room 
round the fireplace: sitting at/by the ~side; 
(used as an adjective): a ~~ side chair. 
'fire station, building fora fire brigade. 
'fire-wood, wood prepared for lighting fires 
or as fuel. 
'fire-work, device containing gunpowder 
and chemicals, used for making a display at 
night, or asa signal. 
ire? /'faio(r)/ vt,vi 1 set on fire with the inten- 
tion of destroying; cause to begin burning: ~ a 
heap of leaves. 2 use heat on something in ord- 
er to change it in some way: ~ (= bake to har- 
den) pottery ina kiln. 3 supply (a furnace) with 
fuel: an 'oil-~d furnace. 4 excite or stimulate. 
fire sb with sth, fill with (enthusiasm, etc). 
5 send (a bullet, etc) from a gun; explode (a 
charge of explosive); shoot: ~ a gun/six 
rounds of ammunition. The police ~d into the 
crowd. fire away, (a) continue firing: They 
were firing away at the enemy. (b) (fig) go 
ahead; begin: Гт ready to answer questions; ~ 
away. 6 (informal) dismiss (an employee). 
'fir-ing-line, front line where soldiers fire at 
the enemy. in the firing-line, (fig) exposed 
to direct attack, criticism, etc. 
'firing-party/-squad, number of soldiers 
ordered to fire volleys at a military funeral or 
to carry out a military execution. 
firm! /fs:m/ adj (-er, -est) 1 solid; hard; not 
yielding when pressed: ~ flesh/muscles. 2 not 
easily changed or influenced; showing 
strength of character and purpose: be ~ with 
children, insist on obedience and discipline; a 
~ promise. 3 (of a person, his body, its move- 
ments, characteristics, etc) steady, stable: 
valk with ~ steps. He spoke т а ~ voice. a 
vt,vi make or become firm. о adv = firmly: 


ony 


fire /fish 


stand ~~; hold~ to one’s beliefs. 
firm-ly adv ina firm manner. 
firm-ness n[U] 


firm? /f3:m/ и [С] (two or more) persons саггу- 


ing on a business. 


fir-ma-ment /'f3:momont/ и the ~, the 


heavens and all that 1s in them. 


first’ /fs:st/ adj (abbr 150) coming before all 


others in time or order: January is the ~ month 
of the year; at the ~ (= earliest) opportunity. 
first thing, at the earliest opportunity: P// be 
here ~ thing in the morning. not know the 
first thing about sth, not even one thing. 
at first sight, initially: /t seemed easy at~ 
sight, but... 

ifirst ‘aid, treatment given at once to a sick 
or injured person before a doctor comes. 
ifirst ‘class, и [0] best accommodation in a 
train, steamer, aircraft, etc. о first-class adj 
of the best class: ,~-class ho'teis; a ,~-class 
(university) de'gree. а adv by the best class: 
travel ,~-'class. | 

ifirst ‘floor, (СВ) floor immediately above 
the ground floor; (US) ground floor. 
ifirst-'hand adj, adv (obtained) directly from 
the source: ,;~-hand infor'mation, learn some- 
thing y~-hand. at first hand, directly. 

ifirst lady, wife of a president, etc. 

‘first name, given name (contrasted with 
surname). 

ifirst ‘night; evening on which a play, etc is 
presented for the first time. 

first 'mate, © mate'(2). 

ifirst of'fender, one against whom no pre- 
vious conviction has been recorded. 

ifirst 'person, (gram) the pronouns /, me, 
we, us (and the verb forms used with them). 
ifirst-'rate adj of the best class; excellent: 
y~-rate ‘acting. a adv (informal) very well: 
getting on ,~-'rate. 

first-ly adv in the first place. 


first? /fs:st/ adv 1 before anyone or anything 


else (often, for emphasis, ~ of all; ~ and fore- 
most): Which horse came т ~~, won the race? 2 
for the first time: When did you ~ see him|see 
him ~? 3 before some other (specified or im- 
plied) time: / must finish this work ~, ie before 
starting something else. 4 in preference: He 
said he would resign~. 

‘first-born adj, п [С] eldest (child). 


first? /fs:st/ п (abbr /st) 1 at first, at the 


beginning. from the first, from the start. 
from first Фо Ча$Е, from beginning to end; 
throughout. 2 [C] (in examinations, competi- 
tions) place in the first class; person who ob- 
tains this: He got a ~ in Modern Languages. 


firth /f3:0/ п [С] (esp in Scotland) river estuary 


or sea inlet. 


fis-cal /'fiskl/ adj of public revenue. 
fish’ /fif/ п (pl ~ ог ~es) 1 [С] cold-blooded 


animal living wholly in water and breathing 
through gills: catch а ~/two ~es/a lot of ~. 
have ‘other fish to fry, more important 
business to attend to. © also water'(1). 2 [0] 


fish / fix 


fish as food: ~ and chips. 

'tish-cake, shaped piece of minced fish. 
ifish-'finger, long piece of fish in bread 
нина. 

'fish-hook, metal hook used for datehing 
fish. 

'fish-knife, knife with which fish is eaten. 
'fish-monger, person who sells fish. 
'fish-paste, paste of fish or shellfish (spread 
on bread, etc). 

'fish-slice, implement for serving fish at 
table. 

fishy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) smelling or tasting 
like fish: a ~y зтей. (b) (informal) causing a 
feeling of doubt: a~y story. 

ish? /fif/ vi,vt 1 try to catch fish: go ~ing. 2 
(fig) try to get by indirect methods: ~ for 
information|compliments. 3 draw or pull: ~ 
out a сот from one’s pocket. 

fish-ing, catching fish for a living or for 


=h 


pleasure. _ 
'fish-ing-line, line'(1) with а fish-hook 
attached for fishing. 


'fish-ing-rod, rod to which a fishing: line is 
fastened. 
'fish-ing-tackle, things needed for fishing. 

fisher-man /'fifamen/ п [С] (p/ -men) man 
who earns a living by fishing. с> angler. 

fish-ery /‘fifori/ и [С] (p/ -ies) part of the sea 
where fishing is carried on: in-shore fisheries, 
those near the coast. 

fis-sion /'fifn/ 2 [C,U] splitting or division, 
eg of an atom: nuclear ~. 

fis-sure /'fifo(r)/ п [С] narrow opening made 
by the splitting or separation of parts. 

fist /fist/ п [С] hand when tightly closed (as in 
boxing): He struck me with his ~. 

fit’ /fit/ adj (-ter, -test) 1 suitable or suited; 
well adapted; good enough: The food was not 
~ to eat. That man is not ~ for the job. 2 right 
and proper. think/see fit (to do sth), de- 
cide to: Do as you think ~. 3 ready; in a suit- 
‘able condition; (informa!) (used as an adverb): 
He was laughing ~ to burst. 4 in good athletic 
condition; in good health: / hope you're keep- 
ing ~. => keep '(14) 
fit-ness п [0] (a) suitability (for). (b) the 
state of being physically fit. 

fit? /fit/ п [С] 1 sudden (usually short) attack 
of illness: a ~ of coughing. 2 sudden attack of 
hysteria, paralysis, eg with loss of conscious- 
ness and violent movements: fall down т а их. 
give sb a fit, (informal) do something that 
greatly shocks or outrages him. have a fit, 
(informal) be greatly surprised or outraged: 
She almost had a~ when she saw the bill. 3 
sudden outburst lasting for a short time: a~ 
of energy/enthusiasm| temper. throw a fit, be 
suddenly angry. 
fit-ful /-fl/ adj occurring, coming and going, 
irregularly. 
fit-fully /-fali/ adv 

Fit? /fi:t/ vz,vi (-tt-) 1 be the right measure, 
shape and size for: shoes that ~ weil. 2 put on 
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(esp clothing) to see that it is the right size, 
shape, etc: have a new coat ~ted. 3 put into 
place: ~ anew lock on а door. 4 make (a рег- 
son, oneself, something) suitable or com- 
petent: Can we make the punishment ~ the 
crime? 5 fit in (with), (cause to) be in a suit- 
able or harmonious relation (with); find, be in, 
the right or a suitable time or place for: J must 
~ my holidays in with yours. fit sb/sth out, 
supply with what is needed; equip: ~ out a ship 
for a long voyage. fit sb/sth up, supply: a 
hotel ~ted up with modern comforts. в п (usu- 
ally sing with a or an and an adjective) style, 
manner, in which something, eg clothes, fits: 
The coat 15 а tight/an excellent ~. 

fit-ment /'fitmont/ я [С] piece of furniture ог 
equipment: kitchen ~s. 

fit-ter /'fita(r)/ п [С] 1 person who cuts out, 
fits and alters clothes. 2 workman who fits 
and adjusts parts of an engine, machine, etc. 

fit-ting /'fitin/ adj proper; right; suitable. o 7 
[С] 1 act of fitting: go to the tailor’s fora~.2 
fixture in a building, esp (p/) things per- 


` manently fixed: gas and electric light ~-s. 3 fur- 


nishing: office ~s, eg desks, filing cabinets. 

five /Галу/ аа), п [С] (of) 5. & fifth. 
'five-fold adj with 5 parts; 5 times as much. 
five-pence /'faifpons US: 'farvpens/ и [С] (р/ 
~pence pieces) (coin with a) value of 5 
pence. 
‘five-star adj of the best or luxury class: a 
~-star hotel. | 

fiver /'faiva(r)/ п [С] (informal) £5 note; $5 
bill. 

fix' /fiks/n[C] (pl ~es) 1 be in/get oneself 
into a fix, a dilemma, an awkward situation. 
2 finding of a position, position found, by tak- 
ing bearings, observing the stars, etc. 3 (s/) 
injection of a drug, eg heroin. 

fix? /fiks/ угу? 1 make firm or fast; fasten 
(something) so that it cannot be moved: ~ 
shelves to a wall. 2 fix on, direct (the eyes, 
one’s attention, etc) steadily on or to: ~ one’s 
atiention on what one is doing. 3 (of objects) 
attract and hold (the attention): This unusual 
sight kept his attention ~ed. 4 determine or de- 
cide: ~ the rent/a date for a meeting; ~ed 
prices, prices with no discount, with no possi- 
bility of bargaining; a man with ~ed (= defi- 
‘nite and decided) principles. 5 treat (photo- 
graphic films, colours used in dyeing, etc) so 
that light does not affect them. 6 arrange; or- 
ganize, provide for: ~ her up with a job. 7 
settle one’s choice, decide to have: They ve 
~edona villa near Коте. 8 (sl) (a) use bribery 
or deception, improper influence: Can you~ a 
judge in Britain? (b) get even with; deal with: 
Pil ~ him! 9 (informal) put in order: ~ one’s 
hair, brush and comb it. 10 (informal) repair: 
~ awatch|car. 
fixed /fikst/ adj unchanging: a ~ed idea, one 
which a person will not change and which 
occupies his thoughts too much. 
fix-ed-ly /'fiksidli/ adv 
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fix-ation /fik'seifn/ и [С] 1 fixing or being 
fixed: the ~ of a photographic film. 2 obses- 
sion: She has a~ about bathing daily. 

fixa-tive /'fiksotiv/ п [С] 1 substance which 
makes specimens firm for study under a 
microscope. 2 substance for keeping paint, etc 
in position. 

fix-ture /'fikstfo(r)/ и [С] 1 something fixed 
in place, esp (p/) built-in cupboards, etc which 
are bought with a building: We were charged 
for ~s and fittings. 2 (day fixed or decided for 
a) sporting event: football and racing ~s. 3 (in- 
formal) person or thing that appears unlikely 
to move from or leave a place: Professor Green 
seems to be a permanent ~ in the college. 

fizz /fiz/ vimake a hissing sound (as when gas 
escapes from a liquid). o n[U] this sound. 
fizzy adj (-ier, -iest). 

fizzle /'fizl/ vi hiss or splutter feebly. fizzle 
out, come to а weak, unsatisfactory end. 

fjord /fjo:d/ > fiord. 

flabby /'flebi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of the 
muscles, flesh) soft; not firm: A man who never 
takes any exercise is likely to have ~ muscles. 2 
(fig) weak; without moral force: a ~ will/ 
character. 
flab-bi-ness и [О] 

flag’ /fleg/ п [С] 1 (usually oblong) piece of 
cloth, attached by one edge to a rope, used as 
the distinctive symbol of a country, or as a sig- 
nal: the national ~ of Great Britain, the Union 
Jack. 2 = flagstone. с vt (-gg-) 1 place a flag 
on; decorate with flags: streets ~ged to cele- 
brate a victory. 2 signal to stop a train, car, etc 
by moving one’s outstretched arm up and 
down or waving a flag: ~ down the next car. 
'flag-pole, pole on which a flag is shown. 
'flag-ship, warship having an admiral on 
board. 
'flag-staff, pole on which a flag is flown. 

flag? /fleg/ vi (-gg-) 1 (of plants, etc) droop, 
hang down, become limp. 2 (fig) become tired 
or weak: His strength|interest in his work was 
~ ging. 

fiagel-lant /'fledzilont/ п [С] person who 
practises whipping (as a religious penance). 

flagel-late /'fledzileit/ vt whip (esp as a reli- 
gious penance). 
flagel-la-tion / fladzr'leifn/n[U] 

flagon /'flegon/ п [С] 1 large, round bottle in 
which wine, cider, etc is sold. 2 vessel with a 
handle, lip and lid for serving wine at table. 

fla-grant /'fleigrant/ adj (of a criminal or 
crime, etc) openly and obviously wicked: ~ 
offences|sinners. 
fla-grant-ly adv 

fiag-stone /'flegstoun/ п [С] flat, square or 
oblong piece of stone for a floor, path or pave- 
ment. 

flair /Пеэ(г)/ п [С] (usually sing) natural or 
instinctive ability (to do something well, to 
select or recognize what is best, most useful, 
etc): have a~ for languages. 

flake /fleik/ п [С] small, light, leaf-like piece: 


fixation / flare 


'Isnow--~S; ‘soap-~s.0 "1 (informal) fall off in 
flakes. 2 Flake out, (informal) collapse with 
exhaustion. 
flaky adj (-ier, -iest) made up of flakes: flaky 
pastry. 

flam-boy-ance /flem'bsiens/ и [0] being 
flamboyant. 

flam-boy-ant /flem'borent/ adj 1 brightly 
coloured and decorated. 2 (of a person, his 
character) very energetic, lively, etc in order to 
attract attention. 
flam-boy-ant-ly adv 

flame' /Пешт/ 21 (C.U] (portion of) burning 
gas: He puta match to the papers and they burst 
into ~(s). 2 [С] blaze of light; brilliant colour: 
the ~s of sunset. 3 [С] passion: а ~ of anger! 
enthusiasm. 4 [С] (informal) sweetheart: She’s 
an old ~ of his. 

flame? /fleim/ vi 1 burn with, send out, 
flames. 2 be or become like flames in colour: 
flaming trees in autumn. 
fiam.ing adj 

fla-mingo /fls'mingau/ п [С] (p/ ~s ог ~es) 
large long-legged, !ong-necked wading bird 
with pink feathers. 

filam-mable /'flemabl/ adj (= inflammable, 
but preferred in US and in technical contexts) 
having a tendency to burst into flames and to 
burn rapidly. 

flan /flen/ п [С] tart containing fruit, etc not 
covered with pastry. 

flank /flenk/ и [С] 1 fleshy part of the side of 
a human being or animal between the last rib 
and the hip. 2 side of a building or mountain. 
3 right or left side of an army or body of 
troops: attack the left ~. о vt 1 be situated at 
or on the flank of. 2 go round the flank of (the 
enemy). 

flan-nel! /'flent/ 1 1 [U] loosely woven wool- 
len cloth. 2 (р) flannel trousers used for 
sports. 3 [С] face-cloth. 

flan-nel? /'flenl/ vi (informal) give an indirect 
or useless answer to avoid commitment. сл 
[9] such speech. 

flap’ /flep/ n[C] 1 (sound of a) flapping blow 
or movement. 2 piece of material that hangs 
down or covers an opening: the ~ of a pocket/ 
an envelope. 3 part of the wing of an aircraft 
that can be lifted in flight to alter its upward 
direction and speed. 4 be in/get into a 
Нар, (si) а state of nervous excitement or con- 
fusion. 

flap? /flep/ vt,vi (-pp-) 1 (cause to) move up 
and down or from side to side: The sails were 
~ ping against the mast. The bird was ~ping its 
wings. 2 give a light blow to with something 
soft and flat: ~ the flies offjaway. 3 (sl be in, 
get into, а Йар' (4). 

flap-per /'flepa(r)/ п [С] 1 something broad 
and flat (eg as used to swat flies, etc). 2 (fish’s) 
broad fin. 

flare’ /fleo(r)/ vi 1 burn with a bright, un- 
steady flame: flaring torches. 2 flare up, (a) 
burst into bright flame. (b) (fig) (of violence, 


flare / Нах. 


anger) suddenly break out: She ~s up at the 
least thing. Rioting ~d up again later. Hence, 
‘flare-up 7.071 [U] flaring flame: the ~ of 
torches. 2 [С] device for producing a flaring 
light, used as a signal, etc: The crew of the sink- 
ing ship used ~s to attract attention. 

flare? /flea(r}/ vi,vt (of trousers, a skirt, the 
sides of a ship) (cause to) spread gradually 
outwards. оп [С] gradual widening. 

flash’ /fle/ [C] 1 sudden burst of flame or 
light: а ~ of lightning. 2 (fig) sudden outburst 
of wit etc; sudden idea, realization, etc; inspir- 
ation. in a flash, instantiy, at once. a flash 
in the pan, an effort that is quickly over or at 
once ends in failure. 3 (informal) (used as an 
adjective) showy; smart: а ~ sports car. => 
flashy. 
'flash-back, part of a film, etc that shows a 
scene earlier in time than the rest. 
'flash-buib, bulb used in photography giv- 
ing a flash of hght. > flashlight(b). 
'flash-gun, device to synchronize the actions 
of a flashbulb and the shutter in a camera. 
'flash-light n (a) light used for signals, in 
lighthouses, etc. (b) device for producing a 
brilliant flash of light for taking a photograph 
indoors or when natural light is too weak. (c) 
smail electric torch. 

flash? /fle/ vi,vt 1 send, give out, a sudden 
bright light: Lightning ~ed across the sky. 2 
come suddenly (into view, into the mind): The 
idea ~ed into|through his mind. 3 send instant- 
ly: ~ news across the world (by radio or TV). 4 
send or reflect like a flash: Her eyes ~ed de- 
fiance. 5 show briefly: ~ а light/a document at 
him. 6 move quickly: The train ~ed past us. 

flashy /'flefi/ adj (-ier, -iest) shining and 
attractive but often a little vulgar: ~ clothes/ 
Jewellery|men. 

flask /fla:sk US: flesk/ и [С] 1 narrow- 
necked bottle used in laboratories, etc. 2 
narrow-necked bottle for oil or wine. 3 (also 
ihip-flask) flat-sided bottle of metal or (of- 
ten leather-covered) glass for carrying alco- 
holic drink in the pocket. 4 = thermos/ 
vacuum flask. 

flat’ /flet/[C] (GB) set of rooms on one floor 
of a building as a residence: an old house divid- 
ed into ~s; anew block of ~s. 

flat-fet /-lit/[C] small flat. 

flat? /flet/ adj (-ter, -test) 1 smooth and level; 
even: having an unbroken surface: The top of a 
table is --. 2 spread out; (lying) at full length: 
He fell ~ on his back. 3 with a broad level sur- 
face and little depth: ~ plates/dishes/pans. The 
omelette was ~, had failed to rise while cook- 
ing. 4 dull; uninteresting; monotonous: The 
party/conversation|scenery was rather ~. fall 
flat, c>fall?(2). 5 (music) below the true 
pitch: sing ~;a~ note; A~ (Ар), a note half 
a tone lower than A. & sharp(9). 6 absolute; 
downright; unqualified: give her a ~ denial/ 
refusal. 7 (of colours, coloured surfaces) uni- 
form, without relief: His paintings all seem ~. 
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8 (of a battery) run down; needing to be re- 
_charged. 9 (of a tyre) having no or not enough 
air in it. о adv 1 ша flat manner: sing ~. 2 po- 
sitively: He told me ~ that... flat broke, (in- 
formal) with no money at all. 3.flat out, (a) 
(informal) with all one’s strength and re- 
sources: He was workizig/running ~ ош. (b) 
exhausted. 
'flat fish, fish (sole, plaice, etc) having a flat 
body and swimming on one side. 
iflat-'footed adj (a) having feet with flat 
soles. (b) (informal) (of behaviour) clumsy. 
(c) (informal) determined. 
'flat racing; the Flat, horse-racing over 
level ground with no obstacles. 
'flat rate, (business) common price paid for 
each (different) thing or service. 
iflat 'spin, (a) (uncontrollable) descent of a 
spinning aircraft. (b) (informal) mental state 
of great confusion: be ina~ spin. 
flat-ly adv absolutely: He ~ly refused to help. 
flat-ness n [0] 
flat? /flet/ п [С] 1 flat part of anything: the ~ 
of his sword. 2 stretch of low level land, esp 
near water: 'mud ~s. 3 (music) flat note; the 
sign р. 4 deflated tyre, eg after a puncture. 5 
piece of stage scenery on a movable frame. 
flat-ten /'fletn/ vt,vi make or become flat: а 
field of wheat ~ed by storms, ~ oneself against 
awall. 
flat-ter /'fleto(r)/ vt 1 praise too much or in- 
sincerely (in order to please). flatter 
oneself that..., be pleased with one’s belief 
that... 2 give a feeling of pleasure to: Гт ~ed 
by your invitation. 3 (of a picture, artist, etc) 
show (a person) as better looking than he is: 
This photograph ~s you. 
flat-terer, person who flatters. 
flat-tery, insincere praise: Don’t be deceived 
by her flatteries. 
flatu-lence /'fletfulons/ п [U] (discomfort 
caused by) gas in the alimentary canal. 
flaunt /flo:;nt/ уу show off in order to 
attract attention to: ~ oneself/one’s riches. 
flau-tist /'flo:tist/ и [С] flute-player. 
fla-vour (US = -vor) /'flerva(r)/ п 1 [U] sen- 
sation of taste and smell: Some food has very 
little ~. 2 [С] distinctive taste: various ~s in 
ice-cream. 3 [C] special quality: a newspaper 
story with а ~ of romance. с vt give a flavour 
to: ~ a sauce with onions. 
fla-vour-ing, (US = -vor-) something used 
to give flavour to (food, etc). 
fla-vour-less (US = -vor-) adj having no 
flavour. 
flaw /flo:/ п [С] something that lessens the 
value, beauty or perfection of a thing: ~s in a 
jJewel/an argument|/a person’s character. 
flaw-less adj perfect. 
flaw-less-ly adv 
flax /fleks/ n[U] plant cultivated for the fibres 
obtained from its stems; these fibres (for mak- 
ing linen). 
flaxen /'fleksan/ adj (of hair) pale yellow. 
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flay /fle:/ уг 1 take the skin or hide off (an ani- 
mal). 2 (fig) criticize severely or pitilessly: 7. he 
tutor ~ed the idle students. 

flea /fli/ п [С] small wingless jumping insect 
that feeds on the blood of human beings and 
some animals. 
'flea-bite, (fiz) small inconvenience. 
'flea-bitten adj (informal) dirty; shabby. 
‘flea market, open-air market selling cheap 
and second-hand goods. 

fleck /flek/ и [С] 1 small spot or patch: ~s of 
colour on a bird’s breast. 2 small particle (of 
dust, etc). о vt mark with flecks: a sky ~ed 
with clouds. 

fled /fled/ pt,pp of flee. 

fledged /fled3zd/ adj (of birds) with fully- 
grown wing feathers; able to fly. 
fully-'fledged adj (fig) trained and ex- 
perienced: a fully-~ engineer. 
fledg(e)-ling, (a) young bird just able to 
fly. (6) (fig) young, inexperienced person. 

flee /fli:/ vive (pt.pp fled /fled/) run or hurry 
away (from): He killed his enemy and fled the 
country. 

fleece /fli:s/ п [СО] woolly covering of a 
sheep or similar animal; quantity of wool cut 
from a sheep in one operation: а coat lined 
with ~. о vt rob (a person) by trickery: He was 
~d of his money. 
Неесу adj (-ier, -iest) like fleece: fleecy snow. 

fleet’ /П1:1/ п [С] 1 number of warships under 
one commander; all the warships of a country. 
2 number of ships, aircraft, buses, etc moving 
or working under one command or owner- 
ship. 

fleet? /fli:t/ adj (poetic) quick-moving. 

fleet-ing /'fli:tin/ adj iasting for a short time: 
а ^^ visit; ~ happiness. 

flesh /flef/ и [U}1 soft part, esp muscle, be- 
tween the skin and bones of animal bodies: 
Tigers are ~-eating animals. flesh and 
blood, human nature with its emotions, 
weaknesses, etc: more than ~ and biood can 
stand, more than human nature can bear. 
one’s own flesh and blood, one’s near 
relatives. in the flesh, in bodily form. 3 the 
~, physical or bodily desires; sensual appe- 
tites: the sins of the ~. 4 the body (contrasted 
with the mind and soul): The spirit is willing but 
the ~ is weak. & also mortify(2). 5 soft, juicy 
part of fruits and vegetables. 
'flesh-wound, one that does not reach the 
bone ог vital organs. 
fleshy adj (-ier, -iest) having (much) flesh. 

fleur-de-lis, -lys /,fls: do Ш:/ п [C] (pl 
fleurs-de-lis, -lys with the pronunciation un- 
changed) heraldic lily; royal arms of France. 

flew /flu:/ pt of fly?. 

Нех' /fleks/ п [СУ] (р! ~es) (length of) flex- 
ible insulated cord for electric current. 

flex? /fleks/ vt stretch, eg a muscle. 

flex-ible /'fleksabl/ adj 1 easily bent without 
breaking. 2 (fig) (of plans, etc) easily changed 
to suit new conditions; (of persons) adaptable. 


flay /fling 


flexi-bil-ity /,fleksa'bilatu/ n[U] 

flick /flik/ п [С] 1 quick light blow, eg with a 
whip or the tip of a finger. 2 short sudden 
movement; jerk. 0 у! strike with a flick, givea 
flick with (a whip, etc); touch lightly: He ~ed 
his whip at the horse. He ~ed the switch, eg for 
electric light. Flick sth away/off, remove 
with a flick: She ~ed the crumbs off the table- 
cloth. flick through, turn over (cards, 
pages) quickly with the fingers. 
'flick-knife, knife with a blade (inside the 
handle) which can be brought into position 
with a flick. 

flicker /'fliko(r)/ vi1 (of a light) burn or shine 
unsteadily: The candle ~ed and then went out. 
2 (fig) (of hopes, etc) appear briefly: 4 faint 
hope still ~ed in her heart. 3 move quickly 
back and forth or from side to side: ~ing shad- 
ows. сп [С] (usually sing) flickering move- 
ment: a~ of hope. 

flier /'flaro(r)/ с> flyer. 

flight’ /flait/ n 1 [U] flying through the air: 
study the ~ of birds, how they fly. in flight, 
while flying. 2 [C] journey made by air; dis- 
tance covered: а non-stop ~ from Paris to New 
York. 3 [С] group of aircraft in a country’s Air 
Force. 4 [U] movement (and path) through 
the air: the ~ of an arrow. 5 [С] number of 
birds or objects moving together through the 
air: a~ of swallows. 6 [U] swift passing: the ~ 
of time. 7 [С] going beyond the ordinary: а ~ 
of the imagination|fancy. 8 [C] series of stairs 
between two landings: My bedroom is two ~s 


up. 
‘flight deck, (a) (on an aircraft-carrier) 
deck for taking off from and landing on. (b) 
(in an airliner) compartment used by the pilot, 
navigator, engineer, etc. 
‘flight lieutenant, (officer with a) commis- 
sioned rank in the Air Force. 
‘flight path, п [С] planned course of aircraft 
or spacecraft. 
flight-less adj (of birds) unabie to fly. 

flight? /flait/ я [СХ] (act, instance, of} run- 
ning away or fleeing (from danger, etc): seek 
safety in~. take (to) flight, run away. 

flight? /flait/ vt vary the speed and course of 
(arrow, cricket ball, etc). 

fiimsy /'flimz/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of material) 
light and thin. 2 (of objects) easily destroyed. 
3 (fig) easily opposed: a ~ excuse. в п [С] (pl 
-ies) thin sheet of paper. 
flims-ily /-oli/ adv 
flim-si-ness n[U] 

flinch /flmtf/ vi draw or move back (because 
of fear, pain): have a tooth pulled out without 
~ ing. 

fling /flin/ угу? (pt.pp flung /flan/) 1 throw, 
move, quickly and with force: ~ a stone; ~ the 
doors and windows open, be flung into prison. 2 
move oneself, one’s arms, etc, violently, 
quickly or angrily: ~ one’s arms up/about; ~ 
one’s clothes on, dress quickly. 3 go angrily or 
violently: She flung out of the room. 4 (fig) 


flint/ flop 


work at with enthusiasm: ~ onese/f into an en- 
terprise.an[C]1 act, movement, of flinging. 2 
kind of lively dance: the Напа“, as danc- 
ed in Scotland. 3 have a fling, enjoy a period 
of great pleasure. 

flint /flint/ n 1 [9] hard kind of stone; [С] 
piece of this used with steel to produce sparks. 
2 [С] piece of hard alloy used in a cigarette- 
lighter to produce sparks. 

flip /frp/ vt,vi (-pp-) put (something) into mo- 
tion by a snap of the finger and thumb: ~ a 
coin (down) on the counter. flip through, = 
flick through. on [С] quick, light blow. 
'flip side, (informal) less important side (ofa 
gramophone record). 

flip-pancy /'fliponsi/ и [U] being flippant; 
[С] flippant remark, etc. 

flip-pant /'flipant/ adj not showing deserved 
respect: a~ answer/remark. 
flip-pant-ly adv | 

flip-per /'flipo(r)/ п [С] 1 limb of certain зеа- 
animals (not fish) used in swimming: Seals, 
turties and penguins have ~s. 2 similar device, 
usually of rubber, worn on the feet to aid 
swimming. 

flirt /fls:t/ vi 1 try to attract a person; show 
affection without serious intentions: She ~s 
with every man she meets. 2 (informal) think 
about, but not seriously: He’s been ~ing with 
the idea of going to Moscow. a п [С] man or girl 
who flirts(1). 
flir-ta-tion /fls:'teifn/ и [U] flirting: [С] in- 
stance of this: carry on а ~ation. 
flir-ta-tious /fls:'teifas/ adj (fond) of flirting. 

flit /flit/ vi (-tt-) 1 fly or move lightly and 
quickly: bees ~ting from flower to fiower. 2 
(fig) pass quickly: fancies that ~ through one’s 
mind, 3 (informal) move from one house to ап- 
other, eg secretly, to avoid paying debts. an[C] 
(informal!) act of flitting(3): do a moonlight ~, 
run away during the night. 

float’ /flout/ п [С] 1 piece of cork or other 
light material used on a fishing-line (to show 
when the bait has been taken) or to support 
the edge of a fishing-net. 2 hollow ball, etc eg 
to regulate the level of water in a cistern. 3 low 
platform on wheels, as used for showing 
things in a procession. 4 money used, eg by 
shopkeepers, to provide change at the start of 
business dealings. 

float? /flout/ ур! 1 be held on the surface of a 
liquid, or up in air, gas: Wood ~s on water. А 
balloon ~ed across the sky. 2 cause to float: 


There wasn’t enough water to ~ the ship. 3. 


(business) get (esp financial) support in order 
to start (something): ~ a new company. 4 al- 
low the foreign exchange value (of a currency) 
to vary: ~ the dollar. 
float-ing adj free from attachment; not fixed 
or settled; variable: ~ing voters, not commit- 
ted to any Party. 

flock’ /flok/ п [С] 1 number of birds or ani- 
mals (usually sheep, goats) of one kind, either 
kept. together or feeding and travelling to- 
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gether. 2 crowd of people: Visitors came in ~s 
to see the new bridge. 3 Christian congrega- 
tion: a priest and his ~. 0 vi come or go to- 
gether in great numbers: The children ~ed 
round their teacher. 

flock? /flok/ n 1 [С] tuft of wool or hair. 2 (р/) 
wool or cotton waste. 

floe /flou/ п [С] sheet of floating ice. 

flog /flog/ vt (-gg-) 1 beat severely with a rod 
or whip. flog a dead horse, waste one’s ef- 
forts. flog (eg an idea, a joke) to death, try 
to persuade people so much that they lose 
interest. 2 (s/) (try to) sell: ~ one’s old car. 
flog-ging п [СО] 

flood! /flad/ п [С] 1 (coming of a) great quan- 
tity of water in a place that is usually dry: The 
rainstorms caused ~s in the low-lying areas. 2 
great outpouring or outburst: ~s of rain/ 
tears; а ~ of anger/ietters. 3 flowing in at the 
tide. 
‘flood gate, gate opened and closed to admit 
or keep out water, esp the lower gate of a 
lock?(3). 
'flood-light, artificial lighting thrown in a 
bright and broad beam. о у! (pt,pp -lit /-lit/) 
light up by this method: a ~ Jit football stad- 
ium. The cathedral was ~lit. 
'flood tide, rising tide. > ebb. 

flood? /flad/ vt,vi 1 cover or fill (as) with a 
flood: Thousands of people were ~ed out, forc- 
ed to leave their homes because of flooding. 
The soldiers ~ed the countryside. We have been 
~ed with requests. 2 (of rain) fill (a river) to 
overflowing. 

floor’ /flo:(r)/ п [С] 1 lower surface of a room; 
part on which one walks: a bare ~, one with 
no carpet, etc. wipe the floor with sb; 
completely defeat him, eg in an argument. 2 
number of roomis, etc on the same level in a 
building. с> first floor. 3 bottom of the sea, of 
a cave, etc. 4 part of an assembly hall, eg the 
Houses of Parliament, Congress, where mem- 
bers sit. take the floor, speak in a debate. 5 
lower limit (of prices). 
Чоог-Боага, plank of a wooden floor. 
'floor-cloth, piece of cloth for wiping or 
washing floors. 
‘floor show, cabaret, entertainment. 
'floor-walker, (= shop-walker) person em- 
ployed in a large shop or store to direct cus- 
tomers, detect shop-lifters, etc. ; 
floor-ing, material, eg boards, used for mak- 
ing floors. 

floor? /flo:(r)/ vt 1 put (a floor) in a building. 2 
knock down: ~ a man in a boxing match. 3 (of 
a problem, argument, etc) puzzle, defeat: Tom 
was ~ed by two questions in the examination. 

floozy /'flu:zi/ п [С] (pl -ies) prostitute. 

flop /Пор/ vi,vt (-pp-) 1 move, fall, clumsily 
or helplessly: The fish were ~ping about in the 
boat. He ~ped down on his knees. 2 put down 
or drop clumsily or roughly: ~ down a heavy 
bag. 3 (informal) (of a book, a film, a play) fail. 
on{C]1 act or sound of flopping. 2 (informal) 
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failure of a book, play, etc. о adv with a flop: 
fall~ into the water. 
floppy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) hanging down 
loosely: a ~py hat. (b) (informal) without 
strength: feeling ~py, eg because ill. 

flora /'flo:ra/ п [0] all the plants of an area or 
epoch. 

floral /'flo:ral/ adj of flowers: ~ designs. 

fiorid /'florid US: 'flo:r-/ adj 1 (too) rich in or- 
nament and colour: а ~ style, eg of writing. 2 
(of a person’s face) naturally red: a ~ com- 
plexion. 

florin /‘florin US: 'flo:r-/ п [С] name of a 
former British coin worth one tenth of £1. 

flor-ist /'florist US: 'flo:r-/ п [С] person who 
grows or seil flowers. 

flo-tilla /fla'tilo/ п [С] (p/ ~s) fleet of small 
warships, eg destroyers. 

fHot-sam /'flotsom/ и [U] (legal) parts of a 
wrecked ship or its cargo floating in the sea. > 
jetsam. 

flounce /flauns/ vi move, go, with quick, 
troubled or impatient movements: ~ out of| 
about the room. о п [С] sudden impatient 
movement of the body. 

floun-der /'flaundo(r)/ vi 1 make wild and 
usually useless efforts (as when one is in deep 
water and unable to swim). 2 (fig) hesitate, 
make mistakes. 

flour /'flauo(r)/ n [U] fine powder, made from 
grain, used for making bread, cakes, pastry, 
etc. о vf cover or sprinkle with flour. 

flour-ish /'flanf US: 'flor-/ vi,vt 1 grow ina 
healthy manner; be well and active; prosper: 
His business is ~ing. I hope you are all ~ing, 
keeping well. 2 wave about and show: ~ a 
sword. 3 (of famous writers, etc) be alive and 
active (at the time indicated): Socrates ~ed 
about 400 BC. on[C]1 flourishing movement. 
2 curve or decoration, ornament in handwrit- 
ing, eg to a signature. 3 loud, exciting passage 
of music; fanfare: a ~ of trumpets. 

flout /flaut/ vt oppose; treat with contempt: 
~ his wishes/authority. 

flow /flou/ vi (pt, pp ~ed) 1 move along or 
over as a river does; move smoothly: Rivers ~ 
into the sea. The tears ~ed from her eyes. 2 (of 
hair, clothes, etc) hang down loosely: ~ing 
robes; hair ~ing down her back. 3 come from; 
be the result of: Wealth ~s from industry and 
economy. 4 (of the tide) come in; rise: The tide 
began to ~. & ebb. сл (sing only) flowing 
movement; quantity that flows: a good ~ of 
water; a~ of angry words; the ebb and ~ of the 
sea. 

flower /'flaua(r)/ п [С] 1 that part of a plant 
that produces- seeds. in flower, with the 
flowers out. 2 (sing only) (fig) finest part: in 
the ~ of one’s youth. a vi produce flowers: 
~ ing plants. 
'flower-bed, small area of land in which 
flowers are grown. 
'flower-pot, pot in which a plant may be 
grown. 


flora /ftush 


‘flower show, exhibition of flowers. 
flower-less adj not having, not producing, 
flowers: ~/ess plants. 
flow-ery adj (-ier, -iest) (a) having many 
flowers: ~y fields. (b) (fig) having an elabor- 
ate style: ^ у language. 

flown /fisun/ pp of fiy?. 

flu /flu:/ п [О] (informal abbr of) influenza. 

fluc-tu-ate /'flaktfuert/ vi (of levels, prices, 
etc) move up,and down; be irregular: fluctuat- 
ing prices. 
fluc-tu-ation /,flaktfu'eifn/ п [U] fluctuat- 
ing; [С] fluctuating movement: fluctuations of 
temperature. 

flue /flu:/ п [С] pipe or tube for carrying heat, 
hot air or smoke to, from or through a boiler, 
oven, etc. | 

flu-ency /'flu:onsi/ и [U] the quality of being 
fluent; (of movement, speech) smooth easy 
flow. 

flu-ent /'flu:ont/ adj (of a person) able to 
speak smoothly and easily: a ~ speaker; (of 
speech, movement) coming smoothly and 
easily: speak ~ French. 
flu-ent-ly adv 

fluff /flaf/ n 1 [U] soft, feathery stuff that 
comes from blankets or other soft woolly 
material. 2 [C] small error when doing some- 
thing. о vt 1 shake, puff or spread out: ~ out a 
pillow. The bird ~ed (out) its feathers. 2 make 
an error (in games, in speaking one’s lines ina 
play, etc). 
fluffy adj (-ier, -iest) of or like, covered with, 
fluff. 

fluid /'flu:id/ adj 1 able to flow (as gases and 
liquids do). 2 (of ideas, etc) not fixed; capable 
of being changed: ~ opinions/plans. о п [СШ] 
liquid substance. 
ifluid ‘ounce, one twentieth of a pint. 
flu-id-ity /flu:'ideti/ я [9] quality of being 
fluid. 

fluke’ /flu:k/ п [С] something resulting froma 
fortunate accident; instance of luck. 

fluke? /flu:k/ л [С] 1 broad, triangular flat 
end of each arm of an anchor. 2 (lobe of a) 
whale’s tail. 

Пике? /flu:k/ n [С] parasite, a kind of flat 
worm, found in a sheep’s liver. 

flung /flay/ pt,pp of fling. 

flunk /flank/ vt fail (an examination). 

flu-or-escence /fluo'resns/ п [U] emission 
of radiation, esp visible light; light so pro- 
duced. | 

flu-or-escent /fluo'resnt/ adj (of sub- 
stances) taking in radiations and sending them 
out in the form of light: ~ lamps|lighting. 

fluor-ide /'fluoraid/ п [U] chemical sub- 
stance (eg as added to water to strengthen 
tooth enamel). 

flurry /'flari US: 'flori/ и [С] (pl -ies) 1 short, 
sudden rush of wind or fall of rain or snow. 2 
(fig) nervous hurry: in a ~ of excitement. о vt 
cause to be confused, ina nervous hurry, etc. 


flush’ /flsf/ adj 1 even; level: doors ~ with the 


flush /focus 


walls. 2 having plenty; well supplied: ~ with 
money. 

flush? /flaf/ 71 [С] rush of water; (reddening 
from a) rush of blood to the face; rush of emo- 
tion, excitement caused by this: in the first ~ 
of victory. 2 [U] fresh growth, etc; first sign or 
part of something pleasant: the first ~ of 
spring; in the first ~ of youth. 

flush® /flaf/ n [С] (in card-games) hand in 
which ай the cards are of the same suit. 

flush‘ /flaf/ vi,vt 1 (of a person, his face) be- 
come red because of a rush of blood to the 
skin: She ~ed when he spoke to her. 2 (of 
health, heat, emotions, etc) cause (the face) to 
become red in this way: She was ~ed with 
exercise. 3 (fig) fill with pride; encourage: The 
men were ~ed with success. 3 clean or wash 
with a rush of water: ~ the drains. 4 (of water) 
rush out ina flood. 

flus-ter /'flasto(r)/ vt make nervous ог соп- 
fused. о n[U] nervous state: be all inaw~. 

flute /flu:t/ п [С] wooden musical wind- 
instrument with holes to be stopped by keys. 
flut-ist /'flu:tist/, (chiefly US) = flautist. 

flut-ter /'flate(r)/ vz,vi 1 (of birds) move the 
wings hurriedly or irregularly without flying, 
or in short flights only; cause (the wings) to 
move in this way: The wounded bird ~ed to the 
ground. 2 (cause to) move about in a quick, ir- 
regular way: curtains ~ing in the breeze. 3 (of 
the heart) beat irregularly. on 1 (usually sing) 
fluttering movement. 2 (sing with a) state of 
nervous excitement: in a ~. 3 [U] vibration; 
distortion in sound reproduced from a disc or 
tape caused by faulty recording or reproduc- 
tion. 4[C] (informal) small bet: havea~. 

flu-vial /‘flu:viol/ adj of, found in, rivers. 

flux /flaks/ и 1 [О] continuous succession of 
changes: in a state of ~. 2 (sing only) flowing; 
flowing out. 

Ну’ /fla:/ п [С] (p/ flies) 1 two-winged insect, 
esp the common ‘housefly. 2 natural or artifi- 
cial fly, used as a bait in fishing for trout, etc. 
'fly-weight, (boxer) weighing 112 lb (50:8 
kg) or less. 

fly? /flai/ vi,ve (pt flew /flu:/, pp flown /floun/) 
1 move through the air as a bird does, or in an 
aircraft: birds ~ing in the air; ~ from London 
to Paris. & also pig(1). 2 direct or control the 
flight of (aircraft); transport goods or pas- 
sengers in aircraft: Five thousand passengers 
were flown to Paris during Easter weekend. 3 
go or move quickly; rush along; pass quickly: 
He flew down the road. The door flew open. fly 
off the handle, > handle. fly into a 
rage/temper, become suddenly angry. 
send $6 flying, strike him so that he falls 
over or backwards. 4 cause (a kite) to rise and 
stay high in the air; raise (a flag) so that it 
waves in the air. 5 flee from: ~ the country. 

Чу? /flai/ n [С] (pl flies) 1 (usually р/) flap of 
cloth to contain or cover a zip-fastener or but- 
tonholes down the front of a pair of trousers. 
2 flap of canvas at the entrance to a tent or 
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covered wagon. 3 outer edge of a flag farthest 
from the flagpole. 

flyer, flier /'flaia(r)/ п [С] 1 animal, vehicte, 
etc going with exceptional speed. 2 pilot. 3 (in- 
format successful professional person. 

fly-ing /'flaun/ adj that flies, flutters or waves 
swiftly. 
iflying ‘colours, flags on display (as during 
a ceremony). come off with flying col- 
ours, & colour'(6). 
iflying ‘doctor, one visiting patients in an 
aircraft, asin Australia. 
flying field, (0/4 use) airfield. 
'flying-fish, (kinds of) tropical fish able to 
rise out of the water and move forward. 
‘flying officer, rank in the Royal Air Force. 
flying ‘jump, one made with a running 
Start. 
‘flying machine, (0/4 use) aircraft. 
flying 'saucer, = disc-shaped unidentified 
flying object. 
'flying-squad, part of a police force organ- 
ized (with fast cars) for pursuit of (suspected) 
criminals. 
flying 'visit, very short visit. 

fiy-leaf /'flaili:f/ n [С] blank page at the be- 
ginning or end ofa book. 

fly-over /'flaisuva(r)/ n [С] (US = overpass) 
roadway, bridge, etc which crosses above an- 
other roadway, etc (as on a motorway). 

fly-past /'flaipa:st US: -pest/ и [С] flight of 
aircraft in formation as part of a military dis- 

play. 

fly. wheel ПАЛ US: -hwi:l/ п [С] heavy 
wheel revolving on a shaft to regulate ma- 
chinery. 

foal /faul/ n [С] young horse (colt or filly). в vi 
give birth to a foal. 

foam /faum/ и [U] white mass of small air 
bubbles as formed in or on a liquid. о vi form, 
break into, foam; send out foam (at the 
mouth): waves ~ing along the beach; ~ing 
beer. 
ifoam-'rubber, 
upholstery. 
foamy adj (-ier, -iest) 

fob /fob/ vt (-bb-) get a person to accept 
something of little or no value by deceit or 
trickery: He ~bed me off with promises that he 
never intended to keep. 

fo-cal /‘fauki/ adj of or at a focus: the ~ 
length/distance of a lens, from the surface of a 
lens to its focus; the ~ point of a discussion| 
exhibition. & focus(2). 

fo-cus /'faukes/ я [С] (p/ ~es or foci /'fausa:/) 
1 meeting-point of rays of light, heat, etc; 
point, distance, where the sharpest outline is 
given (to the eye, through a telescope, through 
a lens on a camera, etc): The image is out орт 
~. 2 point at which interests, tendencies, etc 
meet: the ~ of attention. a vt,vi (-S- ог -ss-) 1 
(cause to) come together at a focus; adjust (an 
instrument, etc) so that it is in focus: ~ the lens 
of a microscope. 2 concentrate: ~ one’s 


spongy rubber used in 
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attention/efforts оп a probiem. 

fod-der /'foda(r)/ п [О] dried food, hay, etc 
for farm animals, horses, etc. 

foe /fau/ п[С] (poetic) enemy. 

foe-tal, fe-tal /'fi:tl/ adj of, like, a foetus: the 
~ position (in the womb). 

foe-tus, fe-tus /'fi:tas/ и [С] (p/ ~es) fully 
developed embryo in the womb or in an egg. 

fog /fog US: fo:g/n 1 [U] vapour suspended in 
the atmosphere at or near the earth’s surface, 
thicker than mist and difficult to see through. 
2 |С] period of fog: London used to have bad 
~s in winter. 3 [C,U] (area of) cloudiness on a 
photograph. с vt (-gg-) 1 cover with, as with, 
fog. 2 bewilder: [ma bit ~ged, puzzled. 
'fog-bound adj unable to move safely be- 
cause of fog. 

'fog-horn, instrument used for warning ships 
in fog. 

'fog-lamp, headlamp (on a motor-vehicle) 
providing a strong beam of light for use in 
foggy weather. 

foggy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) dense, not clear, be- 
cause of fog: a ~gy evening. (b) (fig) obscure, 
confused: have only а ~gy idea. 

foible /'foibl/ п [С] slight peculiarity or defect 
of character, often one of which a person is 
wrongly proud. 

foil" /forl/ п 1 [U] thin, flexible metal sheet: а/- 
uminium ~, eg as wrapped round chocolate. 2 
[С] person or thing that contrasts with, and 
sets off, the qualities of another: A plain old 
woman acts as а ^^ to her beautiful daughter. 

foil? /forl/ п [С] light sword with a button on 
the point, for fencing. 

foil? /foul/ vt frustrate or prevent from carrying 
out plans: He was ~ed in his attempt to deceive 
the girl. 

foist /foist/ у! trick a person into accepting (a 
useless article, etc). ~ a broken bike оп а buyer. 

fold!" /fould/ vt,vi 1 bend one part of a thing 
back on itself: ~ up a newspaper; ~ back the 
sheets. 2 become, be able to be, folded: ~ing 
doors. fold up, (a) collapse: come to an end: 
The business finally ~ed up last week. (b) (in- 
formal) burst into laughter. 3 Ро one’s 
arms, cross them over the chest. 4 cover, 
wrap: hills ~ed in mist. 5 (in cooking) gently 
mix (an ingredient, eg beaten eggs) into an- 
other. ол [С] 1 part that is folded. 2 hollow 
among hills. 
folder n [С] (a) holder (made of cardboard, 
etc) for loose papers. (b) folded card or paper 
containing railway timetables, etc. (с) folded 
container, eg for matches. 

fold? /fould/ п [С] 1 enclosure for sheep. 2 
(fig) body of religious believers; members of a 
Church. return to the fold, come or go 
back (eg rejoin a group of believers). в vt en- 
close (sheep) in a fold. 

-fold /-fould/ suffix (used to make an adjec- 
tive) 1 multiphed by: tenfold. 2 of (the stated 
parts): twofold. 

fo-li-age /'foulud3/ и [U] all the leaves of a 


1 fodder /food 


tree or plant. 

fo-lio /'fouolisu/ п [С] (pi ~s) 1 sheet of paper 
numbered on one side only (as in a book); 
page number of a printed book. 2 volume 
made of such sheets: the first ~, first edition. 

folk /fauk/ n1 (used with a p/ verb) people in 
general: Some ~ are never satisfied. 2 (in com- 
pounds) the ordinary people of a country: 
‘country-~. 3 (pl) (informal) relatives: the old 
~s at home. 4 folk music. 
'foik-dance, (music for a) traditional popu- 
lar dance. 
'folk-lore, (study of the) traditional beliefs, 
tales, etc of acommunity. 
'folk music/song, popular music/song 
handed down from the past. 

fol-low /'folou/ vt,vi1 come. go, have а place, 
after (in space, time or order): You go first and 
ГИ ~ (you). Monday ~s Sunday. as fol- 
lows, as now to be stated. follow through, 
(a) (in tennis, golf, etc) complete a stroke by 
moving the racket, club, etc after hitting the 
ball. Hence. ‘follow-through п. (b) сот- 
plete a task, carry out a promise. 2 go along, 
keep to (a road, etc): F~ this road for six miles. 
3 understand: He spoke so fast that I couldn't 
~ him|~ what he said. 4 engage т as a busi- 
ness, trade, etc: ~ the sea, be a seaman. § take 
or accept as a guide, an example, etc: ~ her 
advice/the latest fashion. follow suit, > 
suit'(4). 6 be necessarily true: Jt ~s from what 
you say that... 7 follow sth up, pursue it, 
work at it further: ~ up an enquiry. Hence, 
follow-up n[C] 
fol-lower, (a) supporter; disciple: the foot- 
ball team and their ~ers. (b) pursuer. 
fol-low-ing adj (a) the one or ones coming 
next: the ~ Monday. (b) (esp as a pronoun) the 
~ing, the one or ones about to be mentioned. 
on [С] group of supporters: a political leader 
with a large ~ing. 

folly /'foli/ п (pl -ies) 1 [U] foolishness. 2 [С] 
foolish act, idea or thing. 

fo-ment /fou'ment/ v1 put warm water, lo- 
tions, etc on (a part of the body, to reduce 
pain, etc). 2 (fig) cause or increase (disorder, 
discontent, ill-feeling, etc). 
fo-men-ta-tion /,faomen'teifn/ и [C.U] 

fond /fond/ adj 1 be fond of, like, be full of 
love for, take pleasure in: ~ of music. 2 loving 
and kind: ~ embraces. 
fondly adv (a) lovingly: look ~ly at her. (b) 
in a foolishly optimistic manner: Не ~ly 
imagined that he could learn French in six 
weeks. 
fond-ness и [0] 

fondle /'fondl/ vz touch or stroke lovingly: 
fondling a kitten. 

font /font/ п [С] basin or vessel (often in carv- 
ed stone) to hold water for baptism; basin for 
holy water. 

food /fu:d/ 1 [U] that which can be eaten by 
people or animals, or used by plants, to keep 
them living and for growth: (used as an adjec- 
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tive) ~ poisoning. food for thought, some- 
thing to think about. 2 [C] a kind of ~, parti- 
cular example. 
'food-stuff, material used as food. 

fool! /fu:l/ п [С] 1 person without much sense; 
person whose conduct one considers silly: 
What ~s we were not to see the joke! She was ~ 
enough (= enough of a fool) to believe him. 
make a fool of sb, cause him to seem like a 
fool. play the fool, > р!ау?(10). в adj (in- 
formal) foolish; silly: a scheme devised by some 
~ politician. а vi,vt 1 behave like a fool; be idle 
and silly: If you go on ~ing with that gun, 
there'll be an accident. Stop ~ing (about)! 2 
cheat; deceive: You can’ t)/don’t ~~ те! <> April. 
ifool's 'paradise, happiness that is only an 
illusion. 

fool? /fu:l/ л [U] creamy liquid of stewed fruit 
mixed with cream or custard. 

fool-ery /'fu:lori/ п (p/ -ies) 1 ПЛ] foolish be- 
haviour. 2 [С] foolish acts, ideas or words. 

fooi-hardy /'fu:lha:di/ adj taking unneces- 
sary risks. 

fool-ish /'fu:lif/ adj without reason, sense or 
good judgement; silly: [t would be ~ for us to 
quarrel. 
feol-ish-ly adv 
fool-ish-ness 1[U] 

fooil-proof /'fu:lpru:f/ adj incapable of 
faiiure, involving no risk. 

foot! /fut/ п (pl feet /fi:t/) 1 part forming the 
lower end of the leg, beginning at the ankie. 
on foot, (a) walking, not riding. (b) active: 
A project is on ~ to build a new tunnel here. 
...ту Foot! I don’t believe you/it! be on 

‘one’s feet, (a) be standing: [ve been on my 
feet all day. (b) rise (to speak): The Minister 
was on his feet at once to answer the charge. (с) 
(fig) be in good health after an illness: /2’s nice 
to see you on your feet again. be caught on 
the ,wrong ‘foot, be surprised when ипрге- 
pared. be rushed off one’s feet, be ex- 
tremely busy. ЁаЙ on one’s feet, (informal) 
have good luck. find one’s feet, © 
find?(2). have one foot in the grave. be 
dying. Fave one’s feet on the ground, be 
practical, realistic. put one’s foot down, 
(informal) (a) object; protest; be firm. (b) ac- 
celerate. put one’s foot т it, (informal) say 
or do something wrong or stupid. put one’s 
feet up, (informal) rest with the legs in a hori- 
zonta! position. stand on one’s own feet, 
be independent. sweep sb off his feet, {ill 
him with strong enthusiasm. 2 step, way of 
walking: light of ~. 3 part of a sock, etc cover- 
ing the foot. 4 lowest part; bottom: at the ~ of 
the page/ladder|wall/mountain. 5 lower end of 
a bed or grave. 6 measure of length, 12 inches: 
George is very tall—he’s ях ~|feet two (6' 2”). 
7 division or unit of verse, each with one 
strong stress and one or more weak stresses, as 
in: for mén|/may come/and mén|may go. 
‘foot-ball n [С] inflated leather ball used in 
games; [0] game played with it. 
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‘football pools, organized gambling on the 
results of professional football matches. 
'foot-bridge, one for the use of persons on 
foot, not vehicles. 
'foot-fall, sound ofa footstep. 
'foot-hilis, hiils near a mountain. 
'foot-hold, (a) support for the foot, eg when 
climbing on rocks or ice. (b) (fig) secure posi- 
tion. 
'foot-light, screened light at the front of the 
stage of a theatre. 
'foot-man, servant who admits visitors, 
waits at table, etc. 
'foot-mark n = footprint. 
jfoot-and-'mouth disease, 
disease of cattle, sheep, goats, etc. 
'foot-note, note at the bottom ofa page. 
'foot-path, path for the use of persons on 
foot. 
'foot-print, impression left on a soft surface 
by a foot. 
'foot rule, ruler 12 inches long. 
'foot-sore adj having sore feet, esp because 
of walking. 
'foot-step, (sound of a) step of a person 
walking. follow in sbh’s footsteps, do as 
he did. 
'foot-stooil, low stool for resting the feet on. 
'foot-wear, (tradesmen’s term for) boots, 
shoes, eic. 
'foot-work, manner of using the feet, eg in 
boxing, dancing. 

foot? /fut/ vt,vi 1 (informal) foot it, walk: 
We’ ve missed the last bus, so we'll have to ~ и. 
2 foot the bill, (agree to) payit. . 

-footed /-'futid/ suffix having the (kind of) 
feet indicated: flat-'~, а four-~ ‘animal. 

foot-age /'futid3/ п [С] length measured in 
feet. 

foot-ing /'fotin/ п [С] 1 placing of the feet: 
surface for standing on: He lost his ~ and fell. 
2 (sing only) position in society; relationships 
(with people): be on a friendly ~ with them. 3 
conditions; state: on а peace/war ~. 

for /fa(r) strong form: fo:(r)/ prep 1 (showing 
destination, or progress towards) (a) after 
verbs: set out ~ home. The ship was making ~ 
(= sailing towards) the open sea. (b) after 
nouns. the train ~ Glasgow. 2 (showing what 
is or was aimed at): He felt that he was destined 
~ something great. 3 (showing eventual pos- 
session): Here’s a letter ~ you. be ‘for it, (in- 
formal) be likely to be punished, get into 
trouble, etc. 4 (showing preparation): prepare 
~ an examination, get ready ~ school. 5 
(showing purpose) in order to be, have, ob- 
tain, etc: go ~ а walk/ride/swim. What did you 
do that ~? What’s this tool ~? It’s a machine ~ 
cutting steel. 6 аз (if): They left him ~ dead. 
They chose him ~ (= as, to be) their leader. 
take $6 / $11 for, mistakenly think that he or 
it is: He took me ~ my brother. What do you 
take me ~? What type of person do you think 
I am? for certain, as being certain: 7 cannot 
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believe ~ certain that... 7 followed by an ob- 
ject of hope, wish, search, inquiry, etc): hope 
~ the best; pray ~ peace; a cry ~ help. & 
(showing liking, affection, etc): a taste ~ art; 
no regret ~ the past. 9 (showing ability): a 
good ear ~ music. 10 (showing suitability): 
bad/good ~ your health. 11 (with too and 
enough): too beautiful ~ words; quite risky 
enough ~ me. 12 considering (the circum- 
stances, etc); in view of: Г’ quite warm ~ Jan- 
uary. She’s tall ~ her age. 13 representing; in 
place of: B~ Benjamin. stand for, represent: 
The letters MP stand ~ Member of Parlia- 
тет. 14 in defence or support of; in favour of: 
Are you ~ or against the proposal? Three 
cheers ~ the President! 15 with regard to; so 
far as concerns: anxious ~ his safety. You may 
take my word ~ it, believe me. 16 because of; 
on account of: ~ this reason; ~ my sake; wina 
medal ~ bravery. 17 (after a comparative) as 
the result of; because of: Are you any the better 
~ your long sleep? 18 in spite of: F~ all his 
wealth, he is unhappy. 19 to the amount or ex- 
tent of: Put my name down ~ £5. 20 in ex- 
change for: J paid 60p ~ the book. 21 in con- 
trast with: F~ one enemy he has fifty friends. 
22 (showing extent in time): Гт going away ~ 
а few days. for good, г> good?(2). 23 
(showing extent in space): We walked (~) 
three miles. The road is lined with trees ~ ten 
miles. (Note: for may be omitted if it comes 
immediately after the verb.) 24 (used in the 
pattern for + noun or pronoun + to inf): lam 
anxious ~ you and my sister to become ac- 
диайие4. There’s no need ~ anyone to know. 
25 (showing purpose, design, determination, 
etc): J have brought the books ~ you to exam- 
те. Ра have given anything ~ this not to have 
happened. 

for-age /'foridz (5: 'fo:r-/ п [U] food for 
horses and cattle. с vi search (for food, etc). 

foray /'fore: US: 'fo:rei/ п [С] raid; sudden at- 
tack (esp to get food, animals, etc): make/go 
ona~.avimakea foray. 

for-bad, for-bade /fe'bed US: -'beid/ pt of 
forbid. 

for-bear' /fa'bea(r)/ vi,vi (pt forbore 
/fo:'bo:(r)/, pp forborne /fo:'bo:n/) (formal) 
refrain (from); not use or mention: / cannot ~ 
from going into details. 
for-bear-ance /-гэп$/ и [U] patience; self- 
control: show ~ance in dealing with people. 

for-bear? (US = fore-bear) /'fo:bea(r)/ п 
[С] (usually p/) ancestor. 

for-bid /fa'bid/ vt (pt forbade or forbad 
/fa'bed US: -'beid/, pp ~den /fa'bidn/ or ~) 
order (a person) not to do something; order 
that something shall not be done: / ~ you to 
use that word. 
for-bid-ding adj stern; uninviting; threaten- 
ing: a-~ding appearance. 

for-bore, for-borne > forbear’. 

force’ /fo:s/ и 1 [U] strength; power of body 
or mind: the ~ of a blow/an explosion] 
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argument. The enemy attacked in (great) ~. 2 
[С] person or thing that makes great changes: 
the ~s of nature, eg storms, earthquakes. /s 
the United Nations a powerful ~ in world af- 
fairs? 3 [С] organized body of armed or disci- 
plined men: the armed ~s of a country, the 
Army, Navy and Air Force; the po'lice ~. join 
forces (with), unite (with). 4 [СО] (inten- 
sity of, measurement of) pressure or influence. 
5 authority: When does the new law come into 
~? И 55 по longer in~. 

force? /fo:s/ vi 1 use pressure or influence to 
(make somebody) get or do something; com- 
pel: ~ one’s way through a crowd. 2 break 
open by using force: ~ (open) a door. 3 cause 
plants, etc to mature earlier than is normal, eg 
by giving them extra warmth. 4 produce un- 
der stress: ~ a smile, eg when one is unhappy. 

force-ful /'fo:sfl/ adj (of a person, his char- 
acter, of an argument, etc) convincing, believ- 
able: a ~ speaker|style of writing. 
force-fully /-foli/ adv 

for-ceps /'fo:seps/ и [С] (p/ unchanged) (also 
a pair of ~) pincers or tongs used by dentists 
(when pulling out teeth) and by doctors for 
gripping things: (used as an adjective) a ~ 
delivery (of achild). ; 

forc-ible /'fo:sobl/ adj 1 done by, involving 
the use of, physical force: a ~ entry into a 
building. 2 (of a person) = forceful. 
forc-ibly /-abli/ adj 

ford /fo:d/ п [С] shallow place in a river where 
it is possible to walk or drive across. 5 vf cross 
(a ford). 

fore /fo:(r)/ adj situated in the front: in the ~ 
part of the train. с п (sing only) 1 front part (of 
a ship). 2 to the fore, in or into a position of 
importance, prominence. с adv (naut) in front. 
fore and aft, at the bow and stern of a ship; 
lengthwise in a ship. 

Фоге- /fo:(r)-/ prefix before, in front of: 
foretell; foreground. 

fore-arm' /'fo:ra:m/ п [С] part of the arm 
from the elbow to the wrist or finger-tips. 

fore-arm? /fo:r'a:m/ vt arm, prepare for 
trouble, in advance: To be forewarned is to be 
~ed. 

fore-bear n = forbear’. 

fore-bode /fo:'boud/ vt (formal) 1 be a sign 
of warning of: These black clouds ~ a storm. 2 
have a feeling of, foresee, (something evil). 
fore-bod-ing л [СО] feeling that trouble is 
coming. 

fore-cast /'fo:ka:st US: -kest/ vi (pt,pp ~ or 
~ed) say what is likely to happen. оп [С] such 
a statement: inaccurate weather ~s. 

fore-court /'fo:ko:t/ п [С] enclosed space in 
front of a building. 

fore-fathers /'fo:fa:d0z/ п pl = ancestors. 

fore-fin-ger /'fo:finga(r)/ п [С] index finger, 
next to the thumb. 

fore-front /'fo:frant/ п the ~, most for- 
ward part: in the ~ of the battle. 

fore-gather = forgather. 
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forego = forgo. 

fore-going /fo:'gouin/ adj preceding, al- 
ready mentioned. 

fore-gone /'fo:gon US: -go:n/ adj: а ~ con- 
clusion, ending that can be seen or could have 
been seen from the start. 

fore-ground /'fo:graund/ п [С] 1 part of a 
view nearest to the observer. 2 (fig) most 
noticeable position: keep oneself т the ~~. 

fore-hand /'fo:hend/ adj (of a stroke at ten- 
nis, etc) made with the palm turned forward. ao 
n(Cjsucha stroke. 

fore-head /'forid US: 'fo:rid/ п [С] part of 
the face above the eyes. 

foreign /'foran US: 'fo:r-/ adj 1 of, in, from, 
another country, not one’s own: ^ 
languages|countries. 2 foreign to, not natu- 
rai to, unconnected with: Lying is ~ to his 
nature. 3 coming or introduced from outside: 
a~ hody in the eye, eg a bit of dirt. 
foreigner, person born in, from, a foreign 
country. 

fore-leg /'fo:leg/ п [С] one of the front legs of 
a four-footed animal. 

fore-lock /'fo:ink/ п [C] lock of hair growing 
just above the forehead. | 

fore-man /'fo:mon/ п [С] (р/ -теп /-mon/) 1 
workman in authority over others. 2 chief 
member and spokesman of a jury. 

fore-most /'fo:moust/ adj first; most 
notable; chief: the ~ painter of his period. a 
adv first in position. first and ‘foremost, 
in the first place. 

fore-name /'fo:nerm/ я [С] (as used, eg on 
forms) = first name. 

for-en-sic /fa'rensik/ adj of, used in, courts 
of law: ~ medicine, medical knowledge as 
needed in legal enquiries. 

fore-run-ner /'fo:rana(r)/ п [С] 1 sign of 
what 15 to follow: swallows, the ~s of spring. 2 
person who foretells and prepares for the 
coming of another. 

fore-see /fo:'si:/ vt (pt foresaw /fs:'so:/, рр 
foreseen /fo:'si:n/) see in advance: ~ trouble. 
fore-see-able adj which can be described, 
known, in advance: the ~able future. 

fore-shadow /fo:'fedou/ уг be a sign or 
warning of. 

fore-shore /'fo:{9:(r)/ п [С] part of the shore 
between the sea and land that is cultivated, 
built on, etc. 

fore-shorten /fo:'{s:tn/ vt draw (an object) 
with some lines shortened to give it perspec- 
tive. 

fore-sight /'fo:sait/ n [О] ability to see future 
needs; care in preparing for these. 

fore-skin /'fo:skin/ и [С] fold of skin cover- 
ing the end of the penis. 

for-est /'forist US: 'fo:r-/ п 1 [C,U] (large 
area of) land covered with trees; the trees 
growing there: (used as an adjective) ~ fires. 2 
area where game (eg deer) is or was hunted: 
the deer ~s in Scotland. 3 (fig) something like 
a forest: а ~ of masts, eg ina harbour. 
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for-ester, officer in charge of a forest 
(protecting wild animals, watching for fires, 
etc); man who works ina forest. 
for-estry и [0] (science of) planting and car- 
ing for forests. 

fore-stall /fo:'sto:I/ vt do something first and 
so prevent another from doing it. 

fore-swear /f:'swar/ у = forswear. 

fore-taste /'fo:teist/ и [С] (often short) ex- 
perience (of enjoyment or suffering) in ad- 
vance. 

fore-tell /fo:'tel/ уг (pt,pp foretold /-'tauld/) 
predict: ~ her future. 

fore-thought /'fo:60:t/ и ПЛ 
thought or planning for the future. 

fore- warn /fo:'wo:n/ vt warn in advance. 

fore-woman /'fo:womon/ и [С] (р/ -women 
/-wimin/) woman in authority over other 
women workers. 

fore:weord /'fo:wa:d/ и [С] introductory re- 
marks to a book, printed in it. 

for-feit /'fo:fit/ уг (have to) suffer the loss of 
something as а punishment or result. ол [С] 
something (to be) forfeited: His health was the 
~ he paid for overworking. 

for-gave /fo:'gerv/ pt of forgive. 

forge’ /fo:d3/ п [С] 1 workshop where metals 
are heated and shaped, esp one used by a 
smith for making shoes for horses, etc. 2 
(workshop with a) furnace or hearth for melt- 
ing or refining metal. 

forge? /fo:d3/ vt 1 shape by heating and ham- 
mering. 2 (fig) form or make: Their friendship 
was ~d by poverty. 3 make a copy of, eg a sig- 
nature, a banknote, a will, in order to deceive. 
forger, person who forges(3). 
forg-ery /'fo:dzart/ п (p/ -ies) (a) [U] forg- 
ing(3) of a document, signature, etc. (b) [C] 
forged document, signature, etc. 

forge? /fo:d3/ vi forge ahead, make steady 
progress; take the lead (ina race, etc). 

for-get /fa'get/ vt,vi (pt forgot /fa'got/, pp for- 
gotten /fa'gptn/) 1 fail to keep in the memory; 
fail to recall: J ~/I've forgotten her name. I 
shall never ~ your kindness to me. I forgot all 
about it. 2 neglect or fail (to do something): 
Don’t ~ to post the letters. 3 put out of the 
mind; stop thinking about: Lef’s ~ our quar- 
rels. 
for-get-ful /-fl/ adj in the habit of forgetting: 
Old people are sometimes ~ ful. 
for-get-fuily /-fal:/ аду 
for-get-ful-ness 7({U] 

forget-me-not /fa'get тг: not/ л [С] small 
plant with blue flowers. 

for-give /fa'giv/ vt,vi (pt forgave /fa'gerv/, pp 
гп /fa'grvn/) excuse, pardon, a sin; pardon or 
show mercy to (a person): ~ him for being 
rude/his rudeness. 
for-giv-able /-abai/ adj 
for-giv-ing adj ready, willing, to forgive: а 
forgiving nature. 
for-give-ness л [0] forgiving or being for- 
given: ask for|/receive ~ness. 
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for-go /fo:'gau/ vt (pt forwent /fo:'went/, pp 
forgone /fo:'\gon US: -'go:n/) do without; give 
up: ~ pleasures in order to study hard. 

for-got, for-got-ten © forget. 

fork /fo:k/ п [С] 1 implement with two or more 
points (prongs), used for lifting food to the 
mouth, etc. 2 farm or gardening tool like a 
fork(1). 3 place where a road, tree-trunk, etc 
divides or branches; one such branch: take the 
left ~. 4 part of a bicycle frame to which a 
wheel is fixed. г> also tuning-fork. с vt,vi 1 
lift, move, carry, with a fork: ~ the ground 
over, turn the soil over with a fork. 2 (of a 
road, river, etc) divide into branches. 3 (of 
persons) turn (left or right): We ~ed right at 
the church. 4 fork out, (informal) hand over, 
pay: Гуе got to~ out alot for lessons this year. 
ifork-lift ‘truck, powered trolley with a 
platform for lifting and lowering goods. 
forked adj branching; divided into two or 
more parts: the ~ed tongue of a snake. 

for-lorn /fa'lo:n/ adj (literary) unhappy; un- 
cared for. 
for-lorn-ly adv 

form!’ /fo:m/ 21 [U] shape; outward or visible 
appearance: without shape or ~. take form, 
begin to have 4 (recognizable) shape. 2 [C] 
person or animal as it can be seen or touched: 
A dark ~ could be seen in the distance. 3 [Ч] 
general arrangement or structure; way in 
which parts are put together to make a whole 
or a group: literary ~ (contrasted with 
subject-matter). 4 [С] particular kind of ar- 
rangement or structure, manner in which a 
thing exists; species, kind or variety: ~s of 
government. Ice, snow and steam are ~s of wat- 
ег. 5 (gram) [Ч] shape taken by a word: differ- 
ent т ~ but identical in meaning; [С] one of the 
shapes taken by a word (in sound or spelling): 
The word ‘brother has two plural ~s, 
‘brothers’ and ‘brethren’. 6 [U] manner of be- 
having or speaking fixed, required or expected 
by custom or etiquette: say ‘Good morning’ 
only as a matter of ~, ie not because one is 
really pleased to see the person to whom the 
words are spoken. 7 [C] particular way of be- 
having, etc greeting, utterance, act, as re- 
quired by custom: accepted ~s of behaviour. 8 
[С] printed paper with space to be filled in: ap- 
plication ~s. 9 [U] condition of health and 
traming (eg of horses, athletes): Smith is out of 
~/is not on~ and is unlikely to race tomorrow. 
10 [U] spirits(9): Jack was in great ~ at the 
dinner party, very friendly, lively. 11 [C] long 
wooden bench, usually without a back, for 
several persons to sit оп. 12 [<] (GB) = 
class(4). 
iform of ad'dress, way of referring to or of 
a person. 
form-less adj without shape. 

form? /fo:m/ vt,vi 1 give shape or form to; 
make, produce: ~ the plural of a noun by ad- 
ding -s or -es. 2 develop, build up, conceive: ~ 
good habits; ~ ideas|conclusions. 3 organize: 


They ~ed themselves into a committee. 4 be 
(the substance of): This series of lectures ~s 
part of a complete course on French history. 5 
(mil) (cause to) move into a particular order: 
~ into line. 6 come into existence; become sol- 
id; take shape: The idea ~ed in his mind. 

-form /-fo:m/ suffix having the shape, char- 
acter, of: uniform. 

for-ma! /'fo:ml/ adj 1 strictly in accordance 
with established rules, customs and conven- 
tion: pay a ~ call on the Ambassador. 2 (of 
clothes, vocabulary, etc) chosen and used in 
formal(1) situations. г> informal. 3 regular 
or geometric in design. 4 of the outward shape 
or appearance (not the reality or substance): a 
~ resemblance between two things. 
for-maily /-moli/ adv 

for-mal-ity /fo:'mzloti/ и (р/-1е$) 1 [U] strict 
attention to rules, forms and convention: 
There was teo much ~ in the University. 2 [С] 
action required by custom or rules: /egal for- 
malities. a mere formality, something one 
is required or expected to do, but which has 
little meaning or importance. 

for-ma-tion /fo:'meifn/ и 1 [U] forming or 
shaping: the ~ of characterjof ideas in the 
mind. 2 [С] that which is formed: Clouds are 
~s of condensed water vapour. 3 [C,U] struc- 
ture or arrangement: 'battle ~; rock ~s. 

for-ma-tive /'fo:mativ/ adj giving, or tending 
to give, shape to: the ~ years of a child 5 life. 

for-mer /'fo:ma(r)/ adj 1 of an earlier period: 
т ~ times; my ~ Students. 2 (used as a рго- 
noun) the first (mentioned) of two: / prefer the 
~ (alternative) to the latter. 
for-mer.ly adv in earlier times. 

for-mi-dable /'fo:midobl/ adj 1 causing fear 
or dread: a man with а ~ appearance. 2 requir- 
ing great effort to deal with or overcome: ~ 
obstacles|opposition|enemies/debts. 
for-mi-dably /-abli/ adv 

for-mula /'fo:mjula/ п [С] (p/ ~s, or, in scien- 
tific usage, ~e /-li:/) 1 fixed form of words 
used regularly (eg ‘How d you do?’, ‘Excuse 
me’, ‘Yours sincerely’) or used in legal docu- 
ments, etc. 2 statement of a rule, fact, etc esp 
one in signs or numbers, eg ‘Water = H,O’.3 
set of directions, usually in symbols, as for a 
medical preparation. 

for-mu-late /'fo:mjouleit/ vt express clearly 
and exactly: ~ one’s thoughts/a doctrine. 
for-mu-la-tion /,fo:mjo'lei{n/ п [0] formulat- 
ing; [С] exact and clear statement. 

for-ni-cate /'fo:nikeit/ vicommit adultery. 

for-ni-ca-tion /,fo:n'keifn/ я [U] voluntary 
sexual intercourse between persons not mar- 
ried to one another. © adultery. 

for-sake /fa'seik/ vt (pt forsook /fa'suk/, pp 
гп /fa'seikn/) give up; break away from; 
desert: ~ one’s wife and children. 

for-swear /fo:'swea(r)/ vt (pt forswore 
/fo:'swo:(r)/, pp forsworn /fo:'swo:n/) give up 
doing or using (something): ~ bad habits. 

fort /fo:t/ п [С] building or group of buildings 
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for military defence. 
forte Ре US: fo:rt{ п [С] something a рег- 
son does particularly well: Singing is not my 


—^.. 

forth /f:0/ аду 1 out (which is more usual): 
set ~, begin a journey. 2 onwards; forwards: 
from this day ~. and 'so forth, © $07(1). 
back and forth, to and fro (which is more 
usual). 3 hofd forth, > hold*(14). 

forth-com:-ing /fo:6'kamin/ adj 1 about to 
appear: ~ books. 2 ready for use when need- 
ed: The money{help we hoped for was not ~, 
We did not receive it. 3 (informal) ready to be 
helpful, give information, etc: The girl аё the 
reception desk was not very ~. 

forth-right  /М:0гаи/ adj outspoken; 
straightforward. 

forth-with /fo:6'wi8 US: -'w:d/ adv at once; 
without losing time. 

for-ti-eth /'fo:tia6/ adj, п [С] (abbr 40:1) (of) 
one of 40 parts or the next after 39. 

for-tify /'fo:tifar/ уг (pt.pp -ied) strengthen (а 
Place) against attack (with walls, trenches, 
guns, etc); support or strengthen oneself, 
one’s courage, etc: ~ a town against the 
enemy; ~ oneself against the cold. 
for-ti-fi-ca-tion /,fo:tifitkerfn/ п [©] fortify- 
ing; [С] (often pi) defensive walli(s), tower(s), 
etc. 

for-ti-tude /'‘fo:titju:d US: -tu:d/ п [0] (for- 
mail) calm courage, self-control, im the face of 
pain, danger or difficuity. 

fort-night /‘fo:tnait/ м [С] period of two 
wecks. 
fort-night-ly adj, adv happening or occur- 
ring every fortnight. 

for-tress /'fo:tris/ п [С] fortified building or 
town. 

for-tu-itous о: US: -'tu:-/ adj hap- 
pening by chance: a~ meeting. 
for-tu-itous-ly adv 

for-tu-nate /'fo:tfenat/ adj favoured by for- 
tune; lucky; prosperous; having, bringing, 
brought by, good fortune: You were very ~ to 
escape being injured. 
for-tu-nate-ly ady in a fortunate manner; 
luckily: ~/y for everybody. 

for-tune /‘fo:tfun US: /-/tfan/ n 1 СО] 
chance; chance looked on as a power deciding 
or influencing; fate; good or bad luck coming 
to a person or underiaking: have ~ on one’s 
side, be lucky. tell sb‘s fortune, say, froma 
reading of playing-cards or the lines on his 
hand, what will happen to him. 2 [C,U] pros- 
perity; success; great sum of money: а man of 
~. come into a fortune, inherit a lot of 
money. make a fortune, make a lot of 
money. also seek(1). 
‘fortune hunter, man seeking a rich woman 
to marry. 
‘fortune teller, person who claims to be 
able to tell a person’s fortune. 

forty /'fo:ti/ adj, п (C] (of) 40: under{over ~.in 
the forties, (a) (of a person’s age, temperat- 


ure, speed, etc) between 39 and 50. (b) be- 
tween °39 and "SO inacentury. 
forty winks, a short sleep. 


fo-rum /'fo:ram/ л (С (pi ~s) 1 (in ancient 


Rome) public place for meetings. 2 any place 
for public discussion: TV is an accepted ~ fer 
the discussion of public affairs. 


for-ward' /'fo:wod/ adj 1 directed towards 


the front; situated in front; moving on, ad- 
vancing: а ~ march|movement; ~ planning, 
for future needs, etc. 2 (of plants, crops, sea- 
sons, children) well advanced; making pro- 
gress towards maturity: а ~ spring. 3 eager ог 
impatient; ready and willing; too eager: а ~ 
young girl. 4 too advanced, extreme: ~ opin- 
ions. оп К] one of the attacking players т 
football (now often called a striker), hockey, 
etc. 

for-ward-ness 7 {U] 


for- ward? /'fozwod/ vi 1 help or send for- 


ward; help to advance: ~ his plans. 2 send, dis- 
patch: We have ~ed you our new catalogue. 3 
send a letter, parcel, etc on to a person at a new 
address: Please ~ my letters to this address. 


for-ward(s) /‘fo:wad(z)/ adv (Note: ~s is 


not much used except as in 4 below.) 1 onward 
so as to make progress: rush{step ~; go ~. 2 
towards the future; onwards in time: from this 
time ~; look ~, think ahead, think about the 
future. 3 to the front; into prominence. bring 
forward, > bring(5). come forward, > 
соте(13). 4 backward(s) and for- 
ward(s), to and fro. 

fos-sil /‘fosi/ и С] 1recognizable (part. trace 
or imprint of a) prehistoric animal or plant 
once buried in earth, now hardened like rock. 
2 (fig) person with old-fashioned attitudes. 
fos-sil-ize (also -ise) /‘fosolaiz/ vr.vi (а) 
change or turn into stone. (b) become unable 
to adapt to modern ideas, etc. 

fos-ter /‘fosto(r) 05: 'fo:-/{ vt 1 help the 
growth and development of: ~ good 
relationsjevil thoughts. 2 take into one’s home 
and care for but without legal guardianship: 
~ achild. > adopt(7). 
foster-brother/-child/-parent, ес. © 2 
above 

fought /fo:t/ рерр of fight’. 

foul! Пасй adj (-er, -est) 1 causing disgust; 
having a bad smell or taste; filthy: а ~ taste; 
(1-smelling drains. 2 wicked; evil: (of lan- 
guage) full of oaths; obscene. 3 (of weather) 
stormy: rough. Рай fous of, (a) (of a ship) 
run against, collide with. (b) (fig) get into 
trouble with: fall ~ of the law. он [С] (sport) 
action that is against the rules. 
foul 'play, (a) (sport) action that is against 
the rules. (6) violent crime, esp murder: /5 ~ 
play suspected? 
foul-ly /'faolli/ adv 


foul? /faul/ vt,vi1 make or become foul: chim- 


neys that ~ the air with smoke. 2 collide (with); 
(cause to) become entangled: The rope ~ed the 
anchor chain. 3 (sport) commit a foul(1) 
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against: ~ ап opponent. 

found! /faond/ pt,pp of find. 

found? /faund/ vt 1 start the building of; lay 
the base of; establish; The Oxford Univer- 
sity Press was ~ed in 1478. 2 get something 
started by providing money: ~ a new school. 3 
base on: arguments ~ed on facis. 

foun-da-tion /faun'deifn/ п 1 [U] founding 
or establishing (of a town, school, church, 
etc). 2 К] something that is founded, eg a col- 
lege. 3 [С] fund of money for charity, research, 
etc: the Ford F~. 4 [С (often pf strong base of 
a building, on which it is built up: the ~(s) of a 
block of flats. 5 [СО] that on which an idea, 
belief, etc is based; starting-point: the ~s of 
religious beliefs; a story that has no ~ in fact! 
that is without ~ 1s untrue. 
foun'dation-stone stone laid at a cere- 
mony to celebrate the founding of a building. 

founder' /'faundo(r)/ п [К] person who 
founds or establishesaschool,etc.  . 

foun-der? /'faunda(r)/ vi,vt 1 (of a ship) 
{cause to) fill with water and sink. 2 {of a 
horse) fall or stumble (esp in mud) or from 
overwork. 

foun-dry /'faundn/ я [С] (pl -ies) place where 
metal or giass is melted and moulded. 

foun-tain /'fauntin/ и [К] 1 spring of water, 
esp one made artificially with water forced 
through holes in a pipe or pipes for ornamen- 
tal purposes. 2 (fig) source or origin: the ~ of 
honour. 
'fountain-head, original source. 
'fountain-pen, pen with a supply of ink in- 
side the holder. 

four /f>:(r)/ adj, п [К] (of) 4: а child of ~, 4 
years old; an income of ~ figures. on all 
fours, on the hands and knees. 
‘four-fold adj having 4 paris. о аа» 4 times as 
much or as many. 
‘four-pence, the sum of 4p. 
‘'four-penny /-pont/ adj costing 4p. 
'four-ply adj (of wool, etc) having 4 strands 
or thicknesses. 
'four-score adj, n (old use) (of) 80. 
'four-square adj (a) square-shaped. (b) 
(fig) steady; firm. 
four-teen |,foz'tizn/ adj, п [С] (of) 14. 
four-teenth |, fo:'ti:n@/ adj, п [С] (abbr 1414) 
(of) one of 14 parts or the next after 13. 
fourth /fo:0/ adj, п [С] (abbr 4th) (of) one of 4 
parts or the next after 3. 
'fourth-ly adv in the 4th place. 

fowl /faul/ п [C] 1 (old use) any bird: the ~s of 
the air. 2 (witha prefix) one of the larger birds: 
'wild~. 3 domestic cock or hen: keep ~s. 4[U] 
flesh of fowls as food. а vi catch, hunt, wild- 
fowl: go ~ing. 

fox /foks/ п [К] (feminine = vixen /'viksn/) 
wild animal of the dog family, with red fur and 
a bushy tail. as cunning as a fox, very cun- 
ning. о у! deceive by cunning; confuse; puzzle: 
He was completely ~ed. 
'fox-hound, kind of dog bred and trained to 
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hunt foxes. 

fox-hunt и chasing of foxes with hounds. с 
vi chase foxes. 

ifox-'terrier, small and lively short-haired 
dog. 

foyer /'foier US: 'foiar/ п [С] large halt, eg an 
entrance hall in a hotel, cinema, etc. 

frac-tion /'frekfn/n{C}1 small part or bit. 2 
number that is not a whole number (eg $, 
0-76). 

frac-tional /-fanl/ adj of or im fractions. 

frac-tious /'frekfos/ adj (formal) irritable; 
bad-tempered. 

frac-ture /'fraektfo(r)/ п 1 [U] breaking or 
being broken, eg of a bone, a pipeline. 2 [C] 
instance of this: compound/simple ~s, 
with/without skin wounds. а vt,vi break; 
crack: ~ one’s leg. 

frag-iie /'fredzail US: -d3al/ adj easily in- 
jured, broken or destroyed: ~ chinafhealth| 
happiness. 

fra-gil-ity /fro'dailats/ 2 [U] 

frag-ment /'fregmoat/ и [С] part broken 
off; separate or incomplete part: overhear ~s 
of conversation; ~s of a broken vase. а vi 
/freg'ment; break into pieces. 
frag-men-tary /'freqmontri (5: -tert/ adj 
incomplete; disconnected: a ~ary report of an 
event. 

fra-grance /'freigrans/ п [0] sweet smell. 

fra-grant /'freigrant/ adj sweet-smelling: ~ 
flowers. 

frail /freil/ adj (-er, -est) weak; fragile: a ~ 
child. 

frailty /freialts/ n 1 [U] the quality of being 
frail: the ~ of human life. 2 [С] (pl -ies) (Шег- 
ary) fault; moral weakness: He loved her in 
spite of her little frailties. 

frame’ /freim/ 7 [С] 1 skeleton or main struc- 
ture, eg steel girders, pieces of wood, of a ship, 
building, aircraft, etc which makes its shape, 
esp in the process of building. 2 border in 
which a picture, photograph, window or door 
is enclosed or set. 3 structure that holds the 
lenses of a pair of spectacles. 4 human or ani- 
mal body: a girl of slender ~. 5 structure of 
wood and glass for protecting plants from the 
cold: a cold] heated ~. 6 frame of mind, 
temporary state or condition of mind: ма 
cheerjul ~ of mind. 7 single exposure on a roll 
of photographic film. 

'frame-work, that part of a structure that 
gives shape and support: a bridge with a steel 
~ work, the ~work of a government. 

frame? /freim/ vt,vi 1 put together; shape; 
build up: ~ а plan}theory/sentence. 2 put a 
frame(2) round; enclose in a frame: have a 
painting ~d. 3 develop: plans that are framing 
well/badly. 4 (sf) make (ап innocent person) 
appear guilty of something: The accused man 
said йе had been ~d. 

'frame-up, (s/) scheme to make an innocent 
person appear guilty. ; 

fran-chise /'frentfaiz/ п [C] 1 (usually the 


Franco-/free 


~) full rights of citizenship given by a country 
or town, esp the right to vote at elections. 2 
(chiefly US) special right given by public 
authorities to a person or company: а ~ for a 
bus service. 

Franco- /,frenkou/ prefix French: the '~- 
German War of 1870— 71. 

Franco-phile /'frenkofail/ adj, п [С] 
(person) loving France and French things to 
ехсе$$. 

Franco-phobe é/'frenkofaub/ adj, п [С] 
(person) hating France and French things to 
excess. 

Franco-phone /'frenkofaun/ adj (of per- 
sons, countries) French speaking. 

frank’ /frenk/ adj (-er, -est) showing clearly 
the thoughts and feelings: а ^^ look; makea~ 
confession of one’s guilt. [ll be quite (= com- 
pletely) ~ with you (about something). 
frank-ly adv 
frank-ness п [С] 

frank? /frenk/ vt stamp (letters, parcels, with 
a '~ing-machine which shows the charge for 
sending). 

frank-furter /'frenkfa:ta(r)/ n [С] seasoned 
and smoked sausage made of beef and pork. 

frank-in-cense /'frenkinsens/ п [U] kind 
of resin from trees, giving a sweet smell when 
burnt. 

fran-tic /'frentik/ adj wildly excited with joy, 
pain, anxiety, etc: ~ cries for help. 
fran-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

fra-ter-nal /fra'ts:nl/ adj brotherly: ~ Jove. 
fra-ter-nally /-nali/ adv 

fra-ter-nity /fra'ts:noti/ м (р/ -ies) 1 [U] 
brotherly feeling. 2 [C] society of men, eg 
monks, who treat each other as equals; men 
who are joined together by common interests. 
3 [С] (US) society of students, with branches 
in various colleges, usually with names made 


up of Greek letters. 

frat-er-nize (also -ise) /'fretanaiz/ vi be- 
come friendly (with). 
frat-er-niz-ation (also -isation) 


| ,freetonai'zeifn US: -ni'z-/n[U] 

frat-ri-cide /'fretrisaid/ п [C,U] (person 
guilty of} intentional killing of a brother ог 
sister. 

fraud /fro:d/ п 1 [0] criminal deception; [С] 
act of this kind: get money by ~. 2[C] person 
or thing that deceives. | 
fraudu-lent /'fro:dzuloent/ adj acting with, 
obtained by, fraud; deceitful. 
fraudu-ient-ly аду 

fraught /fro:t/ adj 1 involving; attended by; 
threatening (unpleasant consequences): an 
expedition ~ with danger. 2 filled with: ~ with 
meaning. 

frazzle /'frzzl/ vi (informal) make tired. о п 
[9] (used with a): worn/burnt to а ~, сот- 
pletely. 

fray' /frei/ п [С] fight; contest. 

fray’ /frei/ vt,vi1 (of cloth, rope, etc) become 
worn, make worn, by rubbing so that there are 
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loose threads. 2 (fig) cause exhaustion, wear 
out: ~ed nerves; a~ed temper. 

freak /fri:k/ п [С] 1 absurd or very unusual 
idea, act or happening: (used as an adjective) a 
~ storm. 2 person, animal or plant that is ab- 
normal in form or behaviour. o vi freak 
(out), (sl) react with an intense emotion as 
from hallucinatory drugs. Hence, 'freak-out 
n this experience. 
freak-ish /-1{/ adj abnormal: ~ish behaviour. 
freak-ish-ly adv 
freaky adj (-ier, -iest) = freakish. 

freckie /'frekl/ п [С] one of the small light- 
brown spots on the human skin. 0 vt,vi (cause 
to) become covered with freckles: Some people 
~ more easily than others. 

free’ /fri:/ adj (-r, -st) 1 (of a person) not a 
slave; not in the power of another person. 2 
not in prison; having personal rights and so- 
cial and political liberty: The prisoners were set 
~. 3 (of a State, its citizens, and institutions) 
not controlled by a foreign government; hav- 
ing representative government: the land of the 
~. 4 not fixed or held back; able to move 
about; not controlled by rules, regulations or 
conventions: You are ~ 10 go or stay as you 
please. Leave one end of the rope ~, not tied or 
held. have/give sb a free hand, permis- 
sion to act without consulting others. 5 free 
from, (a) without: ~ from blamejerror| 
anxiety. (b) released or exempt from: ~ from 
the ordinary regulations. free of, (а) away 
from: as soon as the ship was ~ of the harbour. 
At last lam ~ of her, have got away from her. 
(b) without: ~ of charge. 6 without payment; 
costing nothing: ~ tickets for the theatre; give 
it away ~; admission ~. 7 (of place or time) 
not occupied or engaged; (of persons) not hav- 
ing time occupied; not doing anything: Her 
afternoons are usually ~. She is usually ~ in 
the afternoon(s). 8 coming or given readily: a 
~ flow of water; ~ with his money/advice. 9 
without constraint: He is somewhat ~ in his 
conversation, not as proper or decent as he 
ought to be. 
ifree-and-'easy adj informal, casual. 
‘free-for-all, dispute, quarrel, etc im which 
all (are allowed to) express their views. 
'free-hand adj (of drawings) done by hand, 
no compasses or other instrument being used: 
а папа sketch. 
'free-hold, (legal) (holding of) land in 
absolute ownership. > leasehold. 
Чтее-по!4ег, person who owns freehold 
property. 
‘free-lance /-la:ns US: -lens/ я [С] indepen- 
dent journalist, writer, etc who sells his ser- 
vices wherever he can. с vi work this way. 
ifree 'speech, right to speak in public with- 
out interference from the authorities. 
'free-style, (swimming) (race using a) style 
where the competitors choose their own 
stroke, usually the crawl. 
ifree-'trade, trade without customs duties to 
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restrict imports. 
ifree ‘verse, without regular metre and 
rhyme. 
'free-way, (US) highway with several lanes 
(GB = motorway). 
ifree ‘will, individual’s power of guiding and 
choosing his actions: do it of one’s own ~ will, 
without being required or compelled. 
free-ly adv ina free manner; readily. 

free? /fri:/ vt (pt,pp ~d /fri:d/) make free 
(from): ~ an animal (from a trap); ~ oneself 
from debt. ; 

free-dom /'fri:dam/ и 1 [0] condition of be- 
ing free (all senses). 2 [C] particular kind of 
freedom. 

freeze /fri:z/ vt,vi (pt froze /frauz/, pp frozen 
/‘frauzn/) 1 be so cold that water turns into 
ice: [t was freezing last night. 2 (of water) be- 
come ice; (of other substances) become hard 
or stiff from cold: The lake froze over, became 
covered with ice. 3 be or feel very cold: Гт 
freezing. 4 make cold; make hard; cover with 
ice: frozen food, preserved by being kept very 
cold. > deep-freeze. 5 stop dealings in assets, 
credits, etc temporarily or permanently; fix or 
set prices, wages: 'price-/'wage-freezing. 6 be- 
come motionless, eg of an animal that stands 
still to avoid attracting attention. o n [С] 1 
period of freezing weather. 2 severe control of 
prices, wages, etc: a'wage-~. 
'freeze-dry vt preserve (food) by rapid freez- 
ing and drying in a vacuum. Hence, 'freeze- 
drying n(U]. , 
freezer, machine, room, for freezing food. 
'freezing-point, temperature at which a 
liquid (esp water) freezes. 

freight /'freit/ п [С] (money charged for) the 
carrying of goods from place to place by water 
(in US also by land); the goods carried. o vt 
load (a ship) with cargo; send or carry (goods): 
~ a boat with fruit. 
freighter, ship or aircraft that carries cargo. 

French /frent{/ adj, п (of) France or the lan- 
guage or the people of France. 
‚Етепсй ‘horn, brass wind instrument. 
French-man, man who is of French birth or 
nationality. 
iFrench 'window, one that serves as botha 
window and a door, opening on toa garden or 
balcony. 

fren-etic /fra'netik/ adj = frantic. 

frenzy /'‘frenzi/  [U] violent excitement: in a 
~ of despair/enthusiasm. 
fren-zied adj wildly excited. 

fre-quency /'fri:kwonsi/ п (р/ -ies) 1 [U] 
frequent occurrence: the ~ of earthquakes in 
Italy. 2 [С] rate of occurrence; number of 
repetitions (in a given time): a ~ of 25 per 
second, eg of an alternating electric current. 

fre-quent' /'fri:kwont/ adj often happening; 
numerous: Hurricanes are ~ here in autumn. 
He’sa~ visitor. 
fre-quent-ly adv 

fre-quent? /frikwent/ vt go often to (a 


Нее / friendship 


place); be often found in or at: Frogs ~ wet 
places. 

fresco /'freskau/ п [С] (pl ~s ог ~es) 1 [U] 
pigment applied to damp plaster surfaces and 
allowed to dry; method of painting with this 
pigment: painting in ~~. 2 [С] picture painted in 
this мау. а vf paint in fresco. 

fresh /fref/ adj (-er, -est) 1 newly made, pro- 
duced, gathered, grown, arrived, etc: ~ paint 
(= still wet). 2 (of food) not stale or bad; not 
salted, tinned or frozen; ~ butter/meat. 3 new 
or different: [5 there any ~ news? make a 
fresh start, begin again. 4 (of the air, wind, 
weather) cool; refreshing: go out for some ~ 
air. 5 aun and pure: ~ colours. 6 not sea- 
water: '~-water fish. 
freshen /'frefn/ vt,vi make or become fresh. 
freshen up, make (oneself) feel fresh by 
washing. 
fresher, 'fresh-man, first-year student. 
fresh-ly adv (only with a pp) uaa ~ly 
picked fruit. 
fresh-ness л [0] 

fret’ /fret/ уруг (-tt-) 1 (cause to) be worried 
or bad-tempered: What are you ~ting about? 2 
wear away by rubbing or biting at: a horse 
~ting its bit. а п [Ч] irritated state of mind: in 
an. 
fret-ful /-fl/ adjirritable: а Ли baby. 
fret-fully /-fali/ adv 

fret? /fret/ vt (-tt-) decorate (wood) with eat 
terns made by cutting or sawing. 
'fret-saw, very narrow saw, fixed ina franié, 
for cutting designs in thin sheets of wood. 
'fret-work n[U] (a) work in decorative pat- 
terns. (b) wood cut with such patterns by us- 
ing a fretsaw. 

fret? /fret/ п [С] one of the metal ridges across 
the neck of a guitar, banjo, etc. 

friar /'frato(r)/ п [С] man who is a member of 
one of certain religious orders, esp one who 
has vowed to live in poverty. 

fric-tion /'frikfn/ 1 [U] the rubbing of one 
thing against another. 2 [C,U] (instance of a) 
difference of opinion leading to argument and 
quarrelling: political ~ between two countries. 

Fri-day /'fraidi/n sixth day of the week. 
;Good 'Friday, the one before Easter Sun- 
day. 

fridge /frid3/ п [С] (common abbr of) ге- 
frigerator. 

fried /fraid/ pt,pp of fry. 

friend /frend/ n [С] 1 person, not a relation, 
who one knows and likes well: He has been a 
good ~ to me. 2 helpful thing or quality: 
Among gossips silence can be your best ~. 3 
helper or sympathizer: a good ~ of the poor. > 
also Quaker. 

friendly /'frendli/ adj (-ier, -iest) acting, or 
ready to act, as a friend; showing or expressing 
kindness: be ~ with/be on ~ terms with her. 
friend-li-ness n[U] 

friend-ship /'frendS1p/ 1 [U] being friends; 
the feeling or relationship that exists between 


frieze / frontier 


friends: ту ~ for her. 2 [С] instance or period 
of this feeling: a ~ of twenty years. 

frieze /fri:z/ п [С] ornamental band or strip 
along (usually the top of) a wall. 

frig-ate /'frigat/ п [С] 1 fast sailing-ship for- 
merly used in war. 2 (modern use) fast escort 
vessel. 

fright /frait/ и [О] great and sudden fear: / 
nearly died of ~; [С] instance of this. 

frighten /'fraitn/ vz fill with fright; alarm 
suddenly: Did the noise ~ you? 
fright-ened adj (a) afraid: be ~ed of him or 
it. (b) alarmed: ~ed at the idea of something 
happening. 
fright-en-ing adj causing fright: а ~ing 
experience. 

fright-ful /'fraitfl/ adj 1 causing fear; dread- 
ful: a ~ accident. 2 (informal) very great, un- 
pleasant. 
fright-fully /-foli/ adv (a) in an unpleasant 
or frightening way. (b) (informal) very: Pm 
~ly sorry! 

frigid /'fridzid/ adj 1 cold: а ~ climate. 2 un- 
friendly: a ~ manner. 3 (of women) having no 
sexual desire. 
frigid-ly adv 
frigid-ity /fr'dzidoti/n[U] 

frill /fril/ п [С] 1 pleated border on а dress, ete. 
2 (pl) unnecessary adornments, eg to speech 
or writing. 
frilly adj: a~y dress. 

fringe /frind3/ п [С] 1 border of loose 
threads, eg ona rug. 2 edge (of a crowd, forest, 
etc): оп the ~(s) of the desert. 3 part of the hair 
cut short and allowed to hang over the 
forehead. п vi put on, serve as, a fringe: -fring- 
ing a roadside with trees. 

frisk /frisk/ vi,vt 1 jump and run about play- 
fully. 2 pass the hands over (a person) to 
search for concealed weapons. 
frisicy adj (-ier, -iest) lively. 

frit-ter' /'frito(r)/ vt waste on useless aims: ~ 
away one’s timejenergy/money. 

frit-ter? /'frita(r}/ п [С] piece of fried batter 
with sliced fruit or meat in it. 

friv-ol-ous /'frivalas/ adj 1 not serious or im- 
portant: ~ remarks/behaviour. 2 (of persons) 
not serious; enjoying pleasure. 
friv-ol-ous-ly adv 

friv-ol-ity /fri'vploti/ п (pl -ies) 1 [U] friv- 
olous behaviour or character. 2 [C] frivolous 
act or statement. 

frizz /friz/ vi (of hair) form into masses of 
small curls. 
frizzy adj (-ier, -iest) (of hair) frizzed. 

frizzle /'frizl/ vt,vi cook, be cooked, in oil 
which spits: bacon frizzling in the pan. 

fro /frau/ adv (only in) ,to and "то, in, to, 
one direction and then the opposite: to and ~ 
between London and Paris. 

frock /frok/ n [С] 1 woman’s or girl’s dress 
(now the usual word). 2 monk’s long gown 
with loose sleeves. 

frog /frog US: fro:g/ п К] small, cold- 
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blooded, jumping animal living in water and 
on land. 
'frog-man, person skilled in swimming un- 
der water with the aid of flippers on the feet 
and breathing apparatus. 
'frog-march vi carry (a prisoner) away, face 
downwards, by four men holding his arms and 
legs. 

frolic /'frolik/ vi (pt.pp ~ked) play about ina 
gay, lively way. о и [С] outburst of gaiety or 
merrymaking. 

from /from strong form: from/ prep 1 (intro- 
ducing the place, person, etc that is the 
starting-point): jump (down) ~ a wall; travel ~ 
London to Rome. 2 (showing the starting of a 
period of time): ~ the first of May; ~ child- 
hood; ~ beginning to end. 3 (showing the 
place, object, etc from which distance, ab- 
sence, etc is stated): ten miles ~ the coast; stay 
away ~ school. 4 (showing the giver, sender, 
etc): a letter ~ my brother. 5 (showing the 
model, etc): painted ~ life. 6 (showing the 
limit): There were ~ ten to fifteen boys absent. 
7 (showing the source from which something 
is taken): some quotations ~ Shakespeare; ~ 
this point of view. 8 (showing the material, etc 
used in a process, the material being changed 
as a result): Wine is made ~ grapes. 9 (show- 
ing separation, removal, prevention, escape, 
avoidance, etc): When were you released ~ 
prison? 10 (showing change): Things are going 
~ bad to worse. 11 (showing reason, cause or 
motive): suffer ~ starvation and disease. 12 
(showing distinction or difference): How 
would you know an Englishman ~ an Ameri- 
can? 13 (used in adverbial and prepositional 
phrases): seen ~ above/below. 

frond /frond/ п [С] part of a fern or palm-tree 
that is like a ieaf. 

front /frant/ п 1 (usually sing with the; also 
used as an adjective) foremost or most impor- 
tant side: the ~ of a building; sitting in the ~ of 
the class; the ~ page of anewspaper, page |. т 
Front, adv: Please во т <. infront of, prep: 
There are some trees in~ of the house. 8 [С] (in 
war) part where the fighting is taking place: a? 
the ~; go/be sent to the ~. 3 [С] road, etc bor- 
dering the part of a town facing the sea: have a 
walk along the ~. 6 [М] put on/show/ 
present a bold front, face a situation with 
(apparent) boldness. 5 boundary between 
masses of cold and warm air: a cold ~/warm 
~.0 vt,vi face: hotels that ~ the sea; windows 
~ ing the street. > also seafront. 
front bench, seat in the House of Commons 
reserved for ministers or ex-ministers. 
front door, main door of a building to the 
street or road. 

front-age /'frantid3/ п [С] extent of a piece 
of land or a building along its front: a building 
site with aroad ~ of 500 metres. 

frontal /'frantl/ adj of, on or to, the front: a 
~ attack. 

fron-tier /'frantio(r) US: fran'tior/ п [С] 1 


251 


part of a country bordering on another 
country; (land on each side of a) boundary. 2 
(fig) extreme limit: the ~s of knowledge. 3 (fig) 
underdeveloped area (eg of scientific 
research). 

frost /frost US: fro:st/n 1 [U] weather condi- 
tion with temperature below the freezing- 
point of water; [C] occasion or period of such 
weather: a hard ~; ten degrees of ~. > Jack 
frost. 2 [U] frozen coating of vapour on the 
ground, roofs, plants, etc: white ~. а vt,vi 1 
cover with, become covered with, frost(2): 
~ed window-panes. The windscreen of my car 
~ed over during the night. 2 injure or КШ 
(plants, etc) with frost(1). 3 give a roughened 
surface to (glass) so that it is not transparent: 
~ed glass. 4 cover (a cake, etc) with sugar. 
'frost-bite, injury to skin tissue from freez- 
ing. 
'frost-bitten adj having, suffering from, 
frost-bite. 
'frost-bound adj (of the ground) made hard 
by frost. 

frosty /'frosti US. 'fro:sti/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 
cold with frost: ~ weather. 2 (fig) unfriendly; 
without warmth of feeling: a~ welcome. 

froth /fro6/  [U] mass of small bubbles; 
foam: а glass of beer with a lot of ~ on it. ди 
have, give off, froth: A mad dog may ~ at the 
mouth. 


frothy adj (-ier, -iest) of, like, covered with, . 


froth: vy beer. 

frown /fraun/ vi draw the eyebrows together 
causing lines on the forehead, {to express dis- 
approval, puzzlement, deep thought, etc). 
frown on/upon disapprove of: Gambling is 
~ed on here. в п [С] frowning look: There was 
a deep ~ on his brow. 

froze, frozen © freeze. 

fru-gal /‘fru:gl/ adj careful, economical (esp 
of food, expenditure); costing little: a~ meal. 
fru-gal-ly /-gali/ adv 
fru-gal-ity /fru:'gzloti/ п [СО] 

fruit /fru:t/ п 1 (usually sing as a collective 
noun) that part of a plant or tree that contains 
the seeds and is used as food, eg apples, bana- 
nas: Do you eat much ~? 2 [С] that part of any 
plant in which the seed is formed. 3 (p/) any 
plant or vegetable products used for food: the 
~S of the earth. 4 (fig) (often pf) profit, result 
or reward {of labour, study, etc): the ~s of in- 
dustry. о vi(of trees, bushes, etc) bear fruit. 
'fruit-fly, (kinds of a) small fly that feeds on 
fermenting fruit. 
fruit ‘salad, various kinds of fruit cut up 
and mixed in a bowl. 
fruit-erer, person who sells fruit. 
fruit-ful /-fl/ adj (a) producing fruit. (b) 
(fig) producing good results: а ~ ful career. 
fruit-less adj (a) without fruit. (b) (fig) 
without results or success: ~/ess efforts. 
fruit-less-ly ady 
fruity adj {-ier, -iest) (a) of or like fruit. (b) 
{informal full of rough (often suggesting 


frost/full 


something indecent) humour: а ~y novel. (©) 
(informal) rich; mellow: a~y voice. 

fru-ition /fru:'ifn/ и [О] achievement of what 
was wanted or hoped for: aims brought to/that 
come to~. 

frump /framp/ и [С] (informal) unattractive 
woman. 

frus-trate /fra'strert US: 'frastreit/ vt 
prevent (a person) from doing something; 
prevent (plans) from being carried out: ~ an 
enemy т his plans. 
frus-tra-tion /fra'streifn/n[C,U] 

fry /frai/ vt,vi (3rd person sing, present tense 
fries, pt,pp fried) cook, be cooked, in boiling 
fat: fried chicken. 

'fry-ing-pan, shallow pan used for frying. 
fuddy-duddy /'fadi dadi/ adj (informal) (of 
a person) old-fashioned. | 

fudge /fad3/ п [0] sort of soft sweet made 
with milk, sugar, chocolate, etc. 

fuel /'fju:ol/ п [U] (pl = kinds of ~)1 material 
for producing heat or energy, eg coal, oil. 2 
(fig) something that inflames the passions. а 
vt,vi (-ll-, US also -+-) supply with or obtain 
fuel: а power station ~led by uranium. 

fugi-tive /'fju:dzitiv/ п [С] person running 
away from the police, danger, etc. о adj of a 
fugitive. 

-ful suffix 1 /-fl/ full of, having the quality of: 
eventful; peaceful. 2 |-fulf amount that fills: 
handful. 

ful-crum /'falkram/ я [С] (р! ~s) point on 
which a lever turns. 

ful-fil (US also ful-fill) Го] ve (-1-) per- 
form or carry out a task, duty, promise, etc: ~ 
one’s duties|an obligation|his hopes. 
ful-fil-ment7n[U] 

full /ful/ adj (-er, -est) 1 holding or having 
plenty (of); completely filled: The room was ~ 
of people. 2 full of, completely occupied with 
thinking of: She was ~ of the news. 3 plump; 
rounded: а ~ figure; rather ~ in the face. 4 (of 
clothes) having material arranged in wide 
folds: a ~ skirt. 5 reaching the usual or the 
specified extent, limit, length, etc: wait a ~ 
hour, not less than an hour. in full, without 
omitting or shortening anything: paid in ~; 
write one’s name in ~, eg John Henry Smith, 
not J H Smith. at full speed, at the highest 
possible speed. to the full, to the utmost ex- 
tent: enjoy oneself to the ~. 6 (used with comp 
and super!) complete: A ~er account will be 
given later. This is the ~est account yet 
received. 

'full-back, player (defender) placed farthest 
from the centre line (in footbail, etc). 
full-length adj (a) (of a portrait) showing 
the whole figure. (b) of standard or usual 
length: a ,~-length ‘novel. 

full ‘moon, moon seen as a complete disc. 
full-page adj filling a whole page: а ,~-page 
ad'vertisement т a newspaper. 

full ' point, (US) = fullstop. 

ий ‘stop, the punctuation mark (.). come 


fumble /furore 


toa fullstop, stop completely. 

ifull-'scale adj (a) (of drawings, plans, etc) 
of the same size, area, etc as the object itself. 
(6} using every available means: a ,~-scale 
'war/en'guiry. 
'full-'time adj, adv occupying all nermal 
working hours: а ,~-time ‘worker; working 
‚те. 

fully /'foli/ adv (a) to the full; completely: ~y 
satisfied. (b) altogether; at least: The journey 
will take ~y two hours. 

ifully-'grown adj mature. 

full-ness n[U] 


fumble /'fambl/ vi,vz 1 feel about uncertainly - 


with the hands; use the hands awkwardly: ~ in 
one’s pockets for a key. 2 handle or deal with 
nervously or incompetently: ~ a ball, eg in 
cricket. 

fume /fju:m/n[C] 1 (often p/) strong-smelling 
smoke, gas or vapour: petrol ~s. 2 (formal) 
excited state of mind: in а ~ of anxiety. в vi,vt 
1 give off fumes. 2 (fig) burst with anger or ir- 
ritation: fuming at her incompetence. 

fu-mi-gate /'fju:migeit/ уг disinfect by 
means of fumes: ~ a room. 
fu-mi-ga-tion /,fju:mi'geifn/ n[U] 

fun /fan/ я 9] 1-amusement, sport; playful- 
ness: What ~ the children had! make fun of; 
poke fun at, ridicule; cause people to laugh 
at: Jt is wrong 10 таке ~ of a cripple. for/in 
fun, as a joke, for amusement; not seriously: 
He did it for ~. 2 that which causes merriment 
or amusement: Paul is great ~, is very amus- 
ing. Sailing is good ~. 3 (informal) (as an ad- 
jective): a'~ car|fur, used, worn, for amuse- 
ment. 

'fun-fair, = fair?(2). 

func-tion /'fankfn/[C]1 special activity or 
purpose of a person or thing: the ~s of a 
judgelof education; grammatical ~s. 2 public 
or formal ceremony or event: the numerous ~s 
that a professor must attend. о vi fulfill a func- 
tion(1); operate; act: The telephone was not 
~ing, was out of order. 
func-tional /-fonl/ adj (a) having, designed 
to have, functions(1). (b) in working order: 
the lift isn’t ~al. 

fund /fand/ п [C] 1 store or supply (of non- 
material things): а ~ of amusing stories. 2 (of- 
ten p/) sum of money available for a purpose: a 
re'lief ~, eg to help in a disaster. 3 (p/) re- 
sources in the form of money: run off with the 
~s. 0 vt provide a sum of money in return for 
the payment of interest. 

fun-da-men-tal /,fando'mentl/ adj of or 
forming a foundation; serving as a starting 
point; of great importance: ~ changes in edu- 
cation. оп [С] (usually р/) basic or most im- 
portant rule or principle; essential part: the ~s 
of mathematics. 
fun-da-men-tally /-tali/ adv 

fu-neral /'fju:noral/ п [С] burial or cremation 
of a dead person with the usual ceremonies. 
‘funeral march, sad and solemn piece of 
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music. 
fu-ner-eal /fju:'niorial/ adj (a) of a funeral. 
(b) (fig) = gioomy; dark. 

fun-gus /'fangas/ п [СО] (pi -gi /-gai/) plant 
without leaves, flowers or green colouring 
matter, growing on other plants or on decay- 
ing matter, eg old wood: A mushroom 15 ах. 
fun-gi-cide /'fangisaid/ п [©] substance that 
destroys fungi. 
fun-goid /'fangoid/ adj of or like fungi. 
fun-gous /'fangas/ adj of or like, caused by, 
fungi. 

funk /fank/ vi.vt (informal) (try to) escape 
(doing something) because of fear. 

funnel /'fanl/ п [С] 1 tube or pipe wide at the 
top and narrowing at the bottom, for pouring 
liquids or powders through small openings. 2 
outlet for smoke of a steamer, railway engine, 
etc. о vi,vi (-Il-, US -I-) (cause to) move (as if} 
through, a funnel. 

fun-nily /'fanoli/ adv in an odd or an amusing 
way: ~ (= strangely) enough. 

funny /'fani/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 causing fun or 
laughter: ~ stories. 2 strange; queer; causing 
surprise: There’s something ~ about him|the 
affair, perhaps not quite honest or straightfor- 
ward. 
'funny-bone, part of the elbow over which a 
very sensitive nerve passes. 

fur /fs:(r)/ п 1 [U] soft, thick hair covering cer- 
tain animals, eg cats, rabbits. 2 [C] animal 
skin with the fur on it, esp when made into 
clothes: (used as an adjective) а ~ coat. 3 [U] 
coating on a person’s tongue when ill; crust on 
the inside of a kettle, boiler, etc. с vt,vi (-rr-) 
cover, become covered, with fur(3): a ~red 
tongue|kettle. 
furry /'fa:ri/ adj (-ier, -iest) of or like fur; 
covered with fur. 

furi-ous /'fjvaries/ adj violent; full of fury: а 
~ struggle/storm|/quarrel. 
furi-ous-ly adv 

furl /fs:1/ vt,vi (of sails, flags, umbrellas, etc) 
roll up: ~ the sails of a yacht. 

fur-long /'fs:lon US: -lo:n/ п [С] measure of 
220 yards (= 201 metres); eighth of a mile. 

fur-lough /'fs:lou/ п [СУ] (permission for) 
absence from duty (esp civil officials, the arm- 
ed forces, missionaries, living abroad): а ~ 
every three years. & leave?. 

fur-nace /'fs:nis/ п [С] 1 enclosed fireplace 
for heating buildings with hot water or steam 
in pipes. 2 enclosed space for heating metals, 
making glass, etc. 

fur-nish /'fs:nif/ уг supply or provide; put 
furniture in: ~ a library with books; ~ a 
room|an office. 
fur-nish-ings и p/ furniture and equipment. 

fur-ni-ture /'fs:nitfa(r)/ я [U] all those mov- 
able things such as chairs, beds, desks, etc 
needed in a house, office, etc. 

fu-rore (US = furor) /fju'romn US: 
fju:'ro:(r)/ п [С] state of enthusiastic admira- 
tion; uproar: The new play at the National 
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Theatre createda~w. 

fur-rier /'fario(r) US: 'far-/ п [С] person who 
prepares or who deals in furs. 

fur-row /'farao US: 'far-/ п [С] 1 long cut in 
the ground made by a plough: new/y turned 
~s. 2 wrinkle, esp on the forehead. о vt make 
furrows in: a forehead ~ed by old age/anxiety. 

furry /'fs:ri/ © fur. 

fur-ther /'fs:da(r)/ adv, adj 1 (often used for 
farther): It’s not safe to go any ~. 2 (not inter- 
changeable in this sense with farther) more; in 
addition; additional: We must get ~ informa- 
tion. We need go no ~ into the matter, need 
make no more inquiries. 3 (= furthermore) 
moreover; also; besides: He said that the key 
was lost and, ~, that there was no hope of its be- 
ing found. о vt help forward; promote: ~ the 
cause of peace. 
fur-ther-ance /'fs:dorans/ п [U] (formal) 
advancement: in ~ance of your aims. 
fur-ther-more /,f3:da'mo:(r)/. adv moreover; 
in addition. > further(3). 
fur-ther-most /-moaust/ adj most distant; 
furthest. 

fur-thest /'fs:d1st/ adj, adv = farthest. 

fur-tive /'fs:tiv/ adj done secretly so as not to 
attract attention: a~ glance; ~ behaviour. 
fur-tive-ly adv 

fury /боэп/ п (pi -ies) 1 [U] violent excite- 
ment, esp anger; filled with ~. 2 [C] outburst 
of wild feelings: He flew тго а ~, became very 

angry. 

furze /fs:z/n[{U] = gorse. | 

fuse’ /би:2/ п [С] 1 tube, cord, etc for carrying 
a spark to explode powder, etc, eg in a fire- 
work, bomb. 2 (US = fuze) part of a shell or 
mine that detonates the explosive charge. 

fuse? /fju:z/ vt,vi1 make or become liquid as 
the result of great heat; join, become joined, as 
the result of melting: ~ two pieces of wire 
together. 2 (of an electric circuit, or part of it) 
be broken through melting of the fuse: The 
light has ~d. о п [С] short piece of wire which 
causes a fuse(2). 

fu-sel-age /'fju:zila:3/ и [С] body of an air- 
craft (to which the engine(s), wings and tail are 
fitted). 

fus-il-lade /,fju:zi'leid/ п [С] continuous dis- 
charge of firearms. 

fu-sion /'fju:3n/ и [C,U] mixing or uniting of 
different things into one: the ~ of copper and 
tin; a~ of races| political parties. 

fuss /fas/ n[U] 1 (sometimes with a, an) un- 
necessary nervous excitement, esp about un- 
important things: Don’t make so much ~/such 
(a) ~. 2 excessive or needless show of anxiety, 
concern. make a fuss (of), treat with too 
much affection: Don’t make so much ~ of the 
children. с vt,vi get into, (cause to) be in, a 
fuss; Stop ~ing. Don’t ~ over the children so 
much. 
fus-si-ness 7 [0] 
fussy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) full of, showing, 
nervous excitement. (b) too concerned with 


furrier/gain 


unimportant details: be too ~y about one’s 
clothes. (c) (of dress, style, etc) too elaborate. 

fu-tile /'fju:tail US: -tl/ adj 1 (of actions) of no 
use; without result: a~ attempt. 2 (of persons) 
unlikely to achieve much. 
fu-tii-ity /fju:'tilotr/n[C,U} 

fu-ture /'fju:tfa(r)/ adj 1 coming after the 
present: his ~ wife, the woman he will marry. 
2 of or in the future: the ~ life, after death of 
the body. an [С] time, event, coming after the 
present: / hope you have a happy ~ before you. 
in future, from this time onwards: Try to live 
a better life in~. 
future tense, (gram) verb form showing 
future action, etc, eg / shall/ He will go. 

fuzz /faz/ п [0] 1 fluff(1); fluffy or frizzed 
hair. 2 the ~, (s/) police. 

fuzzy /'fazi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 blurred; not 
clear (in shape or outline). 2 frayed or fluffy. 


Gg 


С, g /d3i:/ (p/ G's, g '5 ee z/) the seventh letter 
of the English alphabet. 

gab.-ar-dine /,gzbo'di:n/ п [0] material of 
cotton or silk with wool haing (as used for 
raincoats). 

gabble /'gzbl/ уг, speak, say, sing, things, 
quickly and indistinctly: The little girl ~d-her 
prayers and jumped into bed. Listen to those 
children gabbling away. a п [Ц] fast, confused, 
unintelligible talk. 

gab-er-dine /,gzbo'di:n/n = gabardine. 

gad /gzd/ vi (-dd-) gad about, (informal) go 
from-place to place for excitement or pleasure. 
'gad-about, person who does this. . 

gadget /'gzed3it/ п [С] (informal) small (usu- 
ally mechanical) device: a new ~ for opening 
tin cans. 
gadgetry п [0] gadgets collectively. 

gaffe /gzf/n[C] indiscreet act or remark. 

gag /9=9/ п [С] 1 something put in or over a 
person’s mouth to prevent him from speaking 
or crying out. 2 joke, funny story, esp as part 
of a comedian’s act. o vif,vi (-gg-) 1 put a 
gag(1) into or over the mouth of. 2 (fig) 
prevent (a person) from speaking freely. 3 use 
gags(2). 

дада /'gzxga: US: 'ga:ga:/ adj (s/) senile. 

gage /'geid3/ > gauge. 

gaggle /'gzxgl/n[C] flock (of geese). 

gai-ety /'geiati/ м (р/ -ies) 1 [U] being gay; 
cheerfulness; bright appearance: flags and 
scarves that added to the ~ of the Cup Final 
scene. 2 (pl) merrymaking; joyful, festive occa- 
sions: the gaieties of the Caribbean carnival. 

gaily /'geili/ adv ina gay manner. 

gain’ /gein/ 1 1 [U] increase of possessions; 
acquiring of wealth: interested only т ~, in be- 


gain/game 


coming rich. 2 [C] increase in amount or 
power: a~ in weight{health. 
gain-ful /-fl/ adj providing money: ~ful occu- 
pations. 
gain-fully /-foli/ adv in order to earn money: 
~fully employed. 

gain? /gein/ vt,vi 1 obtain (something wanted 
or needed): ~ experience; ~ an advantage over 
a competitor. gain time, improve one’s 
chances by delaying something, making ex- 
cuses, etc. gain the upper hand, be victori- 
ous. 2 make progress; be improved; benefit: 
The baby ~ed five pounds (in weight). 3 (of a 
watch or clock) become fast, ahead of the cor- 
rect time: The clock ~s three minutes a day. 4 
gain on/upon (a) get closer to (the person 
or thing pursued): ~ on the other runners in a 
race. (b) go faster than, get farther in advance 
of: ~ on the police. 5 reach, arrive at (a desired 
place, esp with effort): The swimmer ~ed the 
shore. 

gait /geit/ п [С] manner of walking or run- 
ning: anawkward~. 

gal /gzl/n (dated informal) = gil. 

gala /'ga:lo US: 'geila/ и [С] 1 festive occasion: 
(used as an adjective) a ~~ perforimance, eg ata 
theatre, with special guests. 2 swimming ~, 
swimming competition between teams. 

ga-lac-tic /go'lektik/ adj of the Galaxy. 

gal-axy /'geloksi/ и [С] (pi -ies) 1 any of the 
huge groups of stars in outer space. 2 com- 
pany of persons: a~ of beautiful women. 
the Galaxy, that which includes our solar 
system, visible as a luminous band known as 
the Milky Way. 

gale /geil/ n[C]1 strong and violent wind: The 
ship lost her masts in the ~. 2 noisy outburst: 
~s of laughter. 

дай! /go:1/ и [4] 1 bitter liquid (bile) produced 
by the liver. 2 bitter feeling. 3 (informal) im- 
pudence: Of all the ^^! 
'gali-bladder, vessel attached to the liver 
containing and discharging раН. 
'gall-stone, hard mass that forms in the 
gall-bladder. 

gall? /go:l/ п [С] painful swelling on an animal 
caused by rubbing. о vt 1 rub sore. 2 (fig) hurt 
the feelings of; humiliate: И was ~ing to have 
to ask for a loan. 

gal-lant /'gzlont/ adj 1 brave (now the usual 
word): ~ deeds. 2 (dated) fine; stately: a ~- 
looking ship. 3 (aiso /ga'lznt/) showing special 
respect and courtesy to women: He was very ~ 
at the ball. 
gal-lant-ly adv 
gal-lantry n [0] (a) bravery. (b) courteous 
and honourable behaviour to women. 

gal-leon /‘gzlion/ п [С] Spanish sailing-ship 
(1 Sth to 17th centuries). 

gal-lery /д!эп/ п [С] (р! -ies) 1 room or 
building for the display of works of art. 2 
(people in the) highest and cheapest seats in a 
theatre. 3 raised floor or platform extending 
from an inner wall of a hall, church, etc: the 
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‘press ~ of the House of Commons, used by 
newspaper reporters. 4 covered walk or cor- 
ridor, partly open at one side. 5 long, narrow 
room: a 'shooting-~, for indoor target prac- 
tice. 6 horizontal underground passage in a 
mine. © shaft(5). 

gal-ley /'gzli/ п [С] (р! ~s) 1 low, flat ship, 
using sails and oars, rowed by slaves or crimi- 
nals. 2 ancient Greek or Roman warship. 3 
ship’s kitchen. 

gal-li-vant /,gzt'vent/ vi = gad. 

gal-lon /'gzlon/ и К] measure for liquids, 
four quarts. 

gal-lop /'gzlap/ n [С] (of a horse, etc) fastest 
pace with all four feet off the ground at each 
stride; period of riding at such a pace: He rode 
away ata ~fat full ~. а vi,vt 1 (cause to) go at 
a gallop: He ~ed across the field. 2 hurry: ~ 
through one’s work|lecture. 

gal-lows /'gzlauz/ п р/ (usually used with a 
sing verb) wooden framework on which to put 
criminals to death by hanging: send a man to 
the ~, condemn him to be hanged. 

ga-lore /go'lo:(r)/ adv in plenty: a meal with 
beef and beer ~. 

ga-loshes /ga'lpfiz/ п р! (also a pair of ~) 
rubber overshoes worn in wet weather. 

gam-bit /'gembit/ п [С] 1 kinds of opening 
move in chess. 2 (fig) any initial move: His 
opening ~ in the debate was a direct attack on 
Government policy. 

gamble /'gemb!/ vi,vt 1 play games of 
chance for money; take great risks for the 
chance of winning something or making a 
profit: He lost his money gambling at cards. 2 
gamble sth away, \ose by gambling: He 
has ~d away half his fortune. a п [С] undertak- 
ing or attempt with risk of loss and chance of 
profit or advantage. take a gamble (оп 
sth), do it knowing И is risky. 
gam-bler, person who gambles. 
gamb-ling п [U] playing games for money; 
taking risks for possible advantage: fond of 
gambling. 

gam-bol /'gembl/ п [С] (usually pf) quick, 
playful, jumping or skipping movements, eg 
of lambs, children. o vi (-1-, US also -Il-) make 
such movements. 

game’ /geim/ adj 1 brave; ready to go on 
fighting. 2 spirited, willing: Are you ~ for a 
10-mile walk? 

дате? /geim/ n 1 [С] form of play, sport, esp 
with rules, eg tennis, football, cards: play ~s. 
be off one’s game, be not playing weil. 
play the game, (a) obey the rules. (b) (fig) 
be fair. 2[C] apparatus, etc needed for a game, 
eg one played by children with a board and 
dice and counters. 3 (p/) athletic contests: the 
Highland G~s (in Scotland, today); (modern 
times) (international) athletic contests: the 
Olympic|/Commonwealth G~s. 4 [С] single 
round in some contests, eg tennis: win four ~s 
in the first set; ~, set and match. 6 [С] scheme, 
plan or undertaking; trick: f wish Г knew what 
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his ~ is, what he is trying to do. None of your 
little ~s! give the ‘game away. reveal a 
secret plan etc. play games, (a) (of chil- 
dren) be naughty. (b) (of adults) act without 
sincerity. 6 [U] (flesh of) animals and birds 
hunted for sport and food. 
‘big game, the larger wild animals (ele- 
phants, lions, tigers). 
‘fair game, (a) what may be lawfully hunted 
or shot. (b) (fig) person or institution that de- 
serves to be attacked or criticized. 
'game-keeper, man employed to breed and 
protect game, eg pheasants, grouse, on a 
country estate. 

gamma /'gemo/ п [С] third letter (у) of the 
Greek alphabet. 
'gamma ray, ray of very short wavelength 
from radioactive substances. 

gam-mon /'gzemon/ п [0] smoked or cured 
ham. 

gammy /'gemi/ adj (informal) (of a limb) 
lame. 

gamut /'gemat/ и [С] 1 whole range of mu- 
sical notes. 2 (fig) complete extent or scope of 
anything: the whole ~ of feeling, eg from the 
greatest joy to the depths of despair or misery. 

gan-der /'gzndo(r)/ п [С] male goose. 

gang /gzen/ п [К] 1 number of workmen, 
slaves or prisoners working together. 2 group 
of persons going about or working together, 
esp for criminal purposes. & gangster. 3 
(children’s use) group of friends: Can I join 
your ~? в vi act together as а gang(2): They 
~ed up on|up against me. 

gan-gling /'genglin/ adj (of a person) tall, 
thin and awkward. 

gang-plank /‘genplenk/ и [С] movable 
bridge placed between a ship or boat and the 
land. or between two boats or ships. 

gan-grene /'gzngri:n/ п [0] death and decay 
of a part of the body, eg because the supply of 
blood to it has been stopped. п vt,vi affect, 
become affected, with gangrene. 
gan-gren-ous /'gengrinss/ adj 

gang-ster /'gensta(r)/ п [К] member of a 
gang of armed criminals. 

gang-way /'genwei/ п [С] 1 opening in a 
ship’s side; movable bridge from this to the 
land. 2 passage between rows of seats, eg ina 
theatre, or between rows of people. 

gan-try /'gentr/ п [C] (pi -ies) structure of 
steel bars to support a travelling crane, etc. 

gaol (US = jail) /d3e1l/ 2 1 [С] public prison. 
2 (without the or a, an) confinement in prison: 
three years in ~; be sent to ~. а vt put in рп- 
son. 
gaoler (US = jailer, jailor) /'dzeilo(r)/ п [С] 
man in charge of a prison or the prisoners. 

gap /д=ер/ n[C] 1 break or opening in a wall, 
hedge, etc: The sheep .got out of the field 
through a ~ in the hedge. 2 unfilled space; in- 
terval; wide separation (of ideas, etc): a~ та 
conversation, a serious ~ between the govern- 
ment and the unions. 3 gorge or pass between 
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mountains. > also generation gap. 

gape /geip/ vi 1 open the mouth wide; stare 
open-mouthed and in surprise: country visi- 
tors gaping at the neon lights. 2 open or be 
open wide: a gaping hole, an obvious one. on 
[С] open-mouthed stare. 

garage /'gera:3 US: ga'ra:3/ п [С] 1 building 
in which to keep a car or cars. 2 roadside pet- 
rol and service station. п vf put (a motor- 
vehicle) in a garage. 

gar-bage /'ga:bid3/ п [U] 1 waste food 
thrown out, fed to pigs, etc. 2 (US) rubbish, 
refuse (of any kind). 
'garbage-can n(US) = dustbin. 

garble /'ga:bl/ vi make an incomplete or un- 
fair selection from statements, facts, etc esp in 
order to give false ideas: a ~d report of a 
speech. 

gar-den /'ga:dn/ n 1 [СХ] (piece of) ground 
used for growing flowers, fruit, vegetables, etc 
(US = yard): а ~ suburb, housing area with 
large gardens. 2 (usually p/) public park: zool- 
ogical ~s. 3 (pl) (with name prefixed) row(s) 
of houses with open spaces planted with 
bushes and trees: Spring G~s. в и cultivate a 
garden: He’s been ~ing all day. 
jmarket-'garden, > market. 
gardener, person who works ш a garden. 
gar-den-ing, cultivating of gardens: fond of 
~ing; (used as an adjective) ~ing tools. 

gargle /'ga:gl/ v!,vi wash the throat with 
liguid kept in motion by a stream of breath. о 
н [С] 1 liquid used for this purpose. 2 act of 
gargling. 

gar-goyle /'ga:goil/ п [С] stone or metal 
spout, usually in the form of a grotesque hu- 
man or animal creature, to carry off rainwater 
from the roof of a building. 

gar-ish /'geon{/ adj unpleasantly coloured, 
over-decorated: ~ clothes. 
gar-ish-ly adv 

gar-land /'ga:land/ п [С] circle of flowers or 
leaves aS an ornament or decoration; this asa 
prize for victory, etc. o vt decorate, crown, 
with a garland. 

gar-lic /'ga:iik/ п [0] plant like an onion with 
strong taste and smell, used in cooking. 

gar-ment /'ga:mant/ п [С] article of clothing 
(which is more usual). 

gar-net /‘ga:nit/ п [С] semi-precious gem of 
deep transparent red. 

gar-nish /'ga:nif/ vz decorate, esp food for 
the table: fish ~ed with slices of lemon. в n{C] 
something used to garnish. 

gar-ret /'gzroat/ п [С] room on the top floor of 
a house, esp in the roof. 

gar-ri-son /'gzrisn/ п [С] military force sta- 
tioned in a town or fort. o vt 1 supply a town, 
etc with a garrison. 2 place, troops, etc on gar- 
rison duty. 

gar-rotte, ga-rotte /ga'rpt/ vt execute (a 
person condemned to death), murder, by 
strangling or throttling. ол [С] (apparatus 
for) this method of execution. 
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gar-ru-lous /9=гэ1э5/ adj (formal) talking 
too much about unimportant things. 
gar-ru-lity /go'ru:loti/ и [9] 

gar-ter /'ga:ta(r)/ п [С] (elastic) band worn 
round the leg to keep a stocking in place. 
the Garter, (badge of) the highest order of 
English knighthocd. 

gas /gzs/n1([C,U or р/ meaning ‘kind(s) of 
gas’] (pl ~es) any air-like substance (used 
chiefly of those that do not become liquid or 
solid at ordinary temperatures): Air is a mix- 
ture of ~es. 2[U] one of the gases or mixtures 
of gases used for lighting and heating: 'coal-~. 
3 [9] (US) = petrol. 4 (modern informal) ac- 
tivity, object, etc that is very exciting: His new 
Ferrari 15 a~!0 vt,vi (-Ss-) 1 poison or over- 
come by gas. 2 (informa!) talk for a long time 
without saying anything that is useful or in- 
teresting. 
'gas-cooker, stove (with gas-rings and an 
oven) for cooking by gas. 
'gas-mask, breathing apparatus to protect 
the wearer against harmful gases. 
'gas-meter, one for registering the amount 
of gas that passes through it. 
'gas-oven, oven in a gas-cooker. 
'gas-ring, metal ring with small holes, sup- 
plied with gas for cooking, etc. 
'gas-stove = gas-cooker. 
'gas-station, (US) = petrol station. 
'gas-works, place where coal-gas is manu- 
factured. 

gas-eous /'gzsias/ adj of or like gas: a ~ 
mixture. 

gash /gzJ/ п [С] long deep cut or wound. о vt 
make a gash in. 

gas-ket /'gzskit/ и [С] strip of soft, flat piece 
of material used for packing a piston, etc to 
prevent steam, gas, etc from escaping. 

gaso-line (also -lene) /'gzsoali:n/ n [U] (US) 
= petrol. _ 

gas-ometer /gz'spmito(r)/ м [С] large 
round tank in which gas is stored, measured 
and distributed. 

gasp /ga:sp US: gezsp/ vi,vt 1 struggle for 
breath; take short, quick breaths: ~ing for 
breath; ~ing (= breathless) with rage/ 
surprise. 2 say in a breathless way: He ~ed out 
а few words. a п [С] catching of the breath 
through pain, surprise, etc. 

gassy /'g:s1/ adj of or like gas; full of gas. 

gas-tric /'gexstrik/ adj of the stomach: a ~ 
ulcer; ~ juices. 

gas-tron-omy /gz'stronem:/ n [U] (formal) 
art and science of choosing, preparing and 
eating good food. 
gas-tron-omic /,gzstra'nomik/ adj. 

gate /дек/ п [С] 1 opening in the wall ofa city, 
hedge, fence or other enclosure, capable of be- 
ing closed by a barrier. 2 barrier that closes 
such an opening: a garden ~. 3 barrier used to 
control the passage of water, eg into or out of 
a dam. 4 number of spectators in a stadium, 
etc. 5 (in an airport) exit from the departure 
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area to the aircraft. 
'gate-crash vt enter (a building at which 
there is a private socia! occasion of some sort) 
without invitation or payment. Hence, 'gate- 
crasher n[C] person doing this. 
'gate-post, post on which a gate is hung or 
against which it is closed. between you 
(and) me and the gate-poszt, in strict con- 
fidence. 
igate-way, (a) way in or out that can be 
closed by a gate. (b) (fig) means of approach: 
a~way to fame/knowledge. 

ga-teau /'getou US: ga:'tou/ п [С] (pl ~x 
[-4э02/) (Fr) rich fancy cake. ; 

gather /'gxda(r)/ vt,vi 1 get, come or bring 
together: A crowd scon ~ed round him. 2 col- 
lect; form a group: ~ one’s papers and books 
together; ~ up dead leaves. G~ round kids, and 
ГИ tell you a story. 3 obtain gradually: ~ 
information|speed. 4 understand; conclude: 
What did you ~ from his statement? 5 (sewing) 
push together into small folds: a skirt ~ed at 
the waist. 
gather-ing n [С] coming together of people; 
meeting. 

gauche /govuJ/ adj socially awkward, tact- 
less. 

gaudy /'go:d1/ adj (-ier, -iest) too bright and 
showy; gay or ре in а tasteless way: cheap 
and ~ jewels. 
gaud. ily /-ali/ adv 

gauge (US also gage) /geid3/ п [С] 1 stan- 
dard measure; extent: take the ~ of his char- 
acter, judge. 2 distance between rails (or be- 
tween opposite wheels of a vehicle that runs 
on rails). 3 (instrument for measuring the) 
thickness of wire, sheet-metal, etc; diameter of 
a bullet, etc. 4 instrument for measuring, eg 
rainfall, strength of wind. о vt1 measure accu- 
rately: gauging the diameter of wire/the 
strength of the wind. 2 (fig) make an estimate, 
form a judgement, of: ~ a person’s character. 

gaunt /go:nt/ adj 1 (of a person) thin as from 
hunger, ill-health or suffering. 2 (of a place) 
barren, desolate: a ~ hillside. 
gaunt-ness n[U] 

gaunt-let /'go:ntlit/ п [C] 1 glove with metal 
plates, worn by soldiers in the Middle Ages. 
throw down/pick up/take up the 
gauntlet, give/accept a challenge to a fight. 
2 strong glove used for driving, fencing, etc. 

gauze /g9:z/ п [0] 1 thin, net-like material of 
cotton, etc (for medical use). 2 similar 
material of wire (for screening windows 
against insects, etc). 

gave /geiv/ pt of give’. 

gavel /'gevl/ и [С] hammer used by an auc- 
tioneer or a chairman as a signal for order or 
attention. 

gawky /'go:ki/ adj (-ier, -iest) (of persons) 
awkward, shy. 

gawp /дэ:р/ vi stare at ina foolish way: What 
are they all ~ing at? 

gay /gei/ adj (-er, -est) 1 light-hearted; cheer- 
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ful; happy and full of fun: ~ voices/looks| 
laughter. 2 suggesting happiness and joy: ~ 
colours. 3 (informal) homosexual. г> gaily. 
gay-nessn[U] 

gaze /geiz/ n (sing only) long, steady look: 
with a bewildered ~. 0 vi look long and steadi- 
ly: gazing (out) across the hills. 

ga-zelle /go'zel/ п [С] small, graceful kind of 
antelope. 

ga-zette /go'zet/ п [C] 1 government period- 
ical with legal notices, news of appointments, 
promotions, etc of officers and officials. 2 (as 
part of a title) newspaper: the Marlowe G~. 

ga-zet-teer /,gz#za'tio(r)/ п [С] index of geo- 
graphical names, eg in an atlas. 

gear /gia(r)/ п 1 [С] set of toothed wheels 
working together in a machine, eg to connect 
the engine of a motor-vehicle with the road 
wheels: change ~. 2 [С] apparatus, appliance, 
mechanism, arrangement, of wheels, levers, 
etc for a special purpose: the 'landing-~ of an 
aircraft. 3 [U] equipment for an activity: 
'fishing-~. 4 [U] (modern informal) clothes: 
Carnaby Street ~. в vt,vi adjust one thing to 
the working of another: The country’s eco- 
nomy must be ~ed to the people’s requirements. 
'gear-box, case enclosing the gears in a ma- 
chine or engine. 
'gear- lever/-shift/-stick, device se en- 
gaging or disengaging gears. 

gecko /'geksu/ п [С] (pl ~s or ~es) kind of 
small house lizard, found in warm countries. 

geese /gi:s/ 71 p/ of goose. 

geisha /'geifa/ и [С] Japanese girl or woman 
trained to entertain men by singing and danc- 
ing at parties, etc. 

gel /dzel/ п [СЧ] semisolid like a jelly. с vi 
(-11-) 1 set into a jelly. 2 (informal) succeed: 
That new idea has really ~led. 

gela-tine /,dzelo'ti:n US: 'dzelotin/ (also 
gela-tin /'dzelotin/) п [U] clear, tasteless 
substance, made by boiling bones, etc, dis- 
solved in water to make jelly. 
gel-ati-nous /d31'letinos/ adj of or like gel- 
atine; like jelly in consistency, etc. 

geld /geld/ vi castrate. 
geld-ing, gelded animal, esp a horse. 

gel-ig-nite /'dzelignait/ n [U] explosive 
made from nitric acid and glycerine. 

gem /d3em/ и [C] 1 precious stone or jewel, 
esp cut or polished. 2 something valued, eg be- 
cause of great beauty: the ~ of the collection. a 
vt (-mm-) adorn with, or as with, gems: the 
night sky ~med with stars. 

Gemini /'d3eminai/ я third sign of the zodiac. 

gen-der /'dzenda(r)/ п [С] grammatical 
grouping of words (nouns and pronouns) into 
classes (masculine, feminine and neuter). 

gene /d3i:n/ п [С] one of the biological factors 
controlling heredity. 

genea-logi-cal /,dzi:nio'lodzikl/ adj of 
genealogy: a ~ tree, a diagram (like a tree) 
showing the descent of a family or species. 
genea-logi-cally /-kli/ adv 
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gen-eal-ogy /,d3i:ni'zlod3i/ и (р/ -ies) 1 [U] 
science of the development of plants and ani- 
mals from earlier forms. 2 [C] (diagram illus- 
trating the) descent or line of development ofa 
plant or animal from earlier forms, or of a 
family from ancestors. 

gen-era /'dzenora/ n p/ of genus. 

gen-eral /'dzenoral/ adj 1 of, affecting, all or 
nearly all; not special, local or particular: a 
matter of ~ interest, one in which all or most 
people are likely to be interested; а ~ meeting, 
one to which all members (of a society, etc) are 
invited; a good ~ education, in all the chief 
subjects; a word that is in ~ use, used by all 
people. as a general rule; in general, in 
most cases; usually. 2 not in detail; not defi- 
nite: a ~ outline of a scheme; have a ~ idea of 
what a book is about. 3 (after an official title) 
chief: postmaster-'~; inspector-'~. а п [С] 
army officer with the highest rank below Field 
Marshal (and also, by courtesy, of 
Lieu,tenant-'~ and ,Major-'~). 
igeneral anaes'thetic, one affecting the 
whole body, causing sleep. | 
‚депега! e'lection, one for representatives 
in the House of Commons from the whole 
country. > by-election. 
general 'knowledge, of a wide variety of 
subjects. 
general prac'titioner, (GB) doctor who is 
not a specialist or consultant and who treats 
his patients in his surgery or in their homes. 
general 'strike, of all trade unionists. 

gen-er.-al-ity /,dzens'rzloti/ п (р/ -ies) 1 [С] 
general rule or statement; vague or indefinite 
remark, etc: / wish you would come down from 
generalities to particulars. 2 [U] quality of be- 
ing general: a rule of great ~, one with few 
exceptions. 

gen-er.al-iz-ation (also —_ -isattion) 
/,dzenrolar'zeifn US: -li'z-/ п 1 [U] generaliz- 
ing: It is unwise to be hasty in ~. 2 [С] state- 
ment or proposition obtained by generalizing, 
esp one based on too few examples. 

gen-er.al-ize (also -ise) /'d3enralaiz/ vi,vt 1 
draw a general conclusion; make a general 
statement. 2 state in general terms or prin- 
ciples: ~ a conclusion from a collection of in- 
stances or facts. 3 bring into general use: ~ the 
use of anew invention. 

gen-er-ally /'dzenrali/ adv 1 usually; as а 
general rule: /~ get up at six o'clock. 2 widely; 
for the most part: The new plan was ~ wel- 
comed, was welcomed by most people. 3 ша 
general sense; without paying attention to de- 
tails: ~ speaking/speaking ~. 

gen-er-ate /'dzenareit/ у! cause to exist or 
occur; produce: ~ heat/electricity; hatred ~d 

-by racial differences. 

gen-er-ation /,d3zeno'reifn/ п 1 [U] generat- 
ing; bringing into existence: the ~ of electric- 
ity by steam ог water-power. 2 [С] single stage 
or step in family descent: three ~s, children, 
parents and grandparents. 3 [C] average 
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period (regarded as 30 years) in which chil- 
dren grow up, marry, and have children: a ~ 
ago. 4 [С] all persons born about the same 
time, and, therefore, of about the same age: 
the young ~. 
,gene'ration gap, failure or inability of the 
younger and older generations to communi- 
cate or understand one another. 

gen-er-at-ive /'dzenorativ/ adj able to pro- 
duce; productive. 

gen-er-ator /'d3enareita(r)/ п [С] machine or 
apparatus that produces (electricity, gas, etc). 

gen-eric /d3'nertk/ adj 1 of a genus. 2 com- 
mon to a whole group or class. 
gen-eri-cally /-kli/ аду 

gen-er-os-ity /,dzena'rpsati/ n (p/ -ies) 1 [U] 
the quality of being generous: show ~ in deal- 
ing with a defeaied enemy. 2 [С] generous act. 

gen-er-ous /'dzenoras/ adj 1 giving, ready to 
give, given, freely: He 15 ~~ with his money]~ in 
giving help. 2 pientiful: a ~~ helping of meat and 
vegetables. 
gen-er-ous-ly adv 

gen-esis /'dzenasis/ п 1 [С] (p/ -eses /-asi:z/) 
beginning; starting-point: the ~ of civilization. 
2 G~n, the first book of the Old Testament. 

gen-etic /d3i'netik/ adj of genes or genetics. 
gen-etics n р/ (used with a sing verb) science 
(branch of biology) dealing with heredity, the 
ways in which characteristics are passed on 
from parents to offspring. 
gen-eti-cist /dzi'netisist/ и [С] specialist in 
genetics. 

ge-nial /'dzi:niol/ adj 1 kindly, sympathetic; 
sociable: а ~ old man; ~ smiles. 2 favourable 
to growth; mild; warm: a~ climate. 
ge-ni-ally adv 
ge-nial-ity /,d3i:ni'zloti/ n[C,U] 

ge-nie /'d3i:ni/ и [С] (p/ -~s or genii /'d3i:niai/) 
(in Arabic stories) spirit or goblin with strange 
powers. 

geni-tal /'dzenitl/ adj of animal reproductive 
organs. 
geni-tals n p/ external sex organs. 

geni-tive /'dzenitiv/ adj, п (gram) (also ~ 
case) (form of noun, etc) showing source or 
possession. 

gen-ius /'d3i:nias/ и [С] (pl ~es, but с> 5 be- 
low) 1 [U] great and exceptional intelligence 
or artistic ability: men of ~. 2 [С] person hav- 
ing this capacity: Einstein was a mathematical 
~.3agenius for..., a natural ability: have a 
~ for languages|acting/mak ing friends. 4 (usu- 
ally sing with the) guardian spirit of a person, 
place or institution, (hence, by extension) 
special and inborn character, spirit or prin- 
ciples of a language, a period of time, etc: the 
~ of the Renaissance period in Italy. 5 (pil genii 
/‘dzi:niai/) demon; supernatural being. г> 
genie. 

geno-cide /'dzenosaid/ п [U] extermination 
of a race or community by mass murder, or by 
imposing conditions that make survival im- 
possible. 
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gent /45еп/ м [С] (informal abbr of) 
gentleman. 
gents, (used as a sing noun) public toilet for 
men and boys. 

gen-tile /'dzentail/ n [С], adj (person) not of 
the Jewish race. 

gentle /'dzentl/ adj (-r, -st) 1 kind, friendly; 
not rough or violent: a ~ heart/look|voice/ 
call|touch; a~ breeze. 2 gradual: a~ slope. 
gentile-ness n[U] 

gentie-man /'dzentlman/ и [С] (р! -men 
/-mon/) 1 man who shows consideration for 
the feelings of others, who is honourable and 
well-bred: a fine old ~; a true ~. 2 (old use) 
man of a family attached to a court or the 
household of a great noble: one of the king’s 
gentlemen. 3 any man of any social position: A 
~ has called to see you. 4 (pl) polite form of ad- 
dress to male members of an audience: Gen- 
tlemen! Ladies and Gentlemen! 
gentle-man-ly adj suiting, feeling, behaving, 
or looking like a gentleman: а ~ly appearance. 

gen-tly /'dzentli/ adv in a gentle manner: 
Hold it ~, carefully. The road slopes ~ (= 
gradually) to the sea. 

gen-try /'dzentri/ п (collective pil, usually 
with the) people of good social position next 
below the nobility. 

genu- ‘flect /'dzenjuflekt/ vi bend the knee, 
esp in worship. 
genu-flec-tion, |,dzenju'flek {n/n [С] 

genu-ine /'dzenjuin/ adj true; really what it is 
said to be: a~ picture by Rubens. Were you be- 
ing ~ when you said you love me? 
genu-ine-ly adv 

ge-nus /'d3i:nos/ и [С] (p/ genera /'dzenora/) 1 
(science) division of animals or plants within a 
family. 2 sort; kind; class. 

ge-ogra-pher /d3i'pgrofa(r)/ п [С] student 
of, expert in, geography. 

geo-graphi-cal /,d3ia'grefikl/ adj of geo- 
graphy. 
geo-graphi-cally /-kli/ adv 

ge-ogra-phy /d3!'vgrofi/ и [U] 1 science of 
the earth’s surface, physical features, divi- 
sions, climate, products, population, etc. 2 ar- 
rangement, location, of features of an area: 
the ~ of a house]a region. 

geo-logi-cal /,d310'lnd3ikl/ adj of geology. 
geo-lagi-cally /-kli/ adv 

geologist /d3!'plod3ist/ и [С] student of, 
expert in, geology. 

ge-ol-ogy /d3i'plad3i/ и [0] 1 science of the 
earth’s history as shown by its rocks, etc. 2 
rock structure of a specific region. 

geo met-ric, geo-met-rical 
/,d310'metrik(l)/ аа} of geometry; of or like the 
lines, figures, etc used: ~ patterns. 
geo-met-ri-cally /-kli/ adv 

geometry /d3i'pmatri/ n [U] science of the 
properties and relations of lines, angles, sur- 
faces and solids. 

Geor-gian /'d3o:d310n/ adj 1 of the time of 
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any of the first four Georges, Kings of Eng- 
land (18th century). 2 of (the period of) 
George V (20th century): ~ architecture. 

ger-anium /d3e'remiom/ п [С] (р! ~s) kind 
of plant with red, pink or white flowers. 

geri-atrics /,dzer'ztriks/ п р/ (used with a 
sing verb) medical care of old people. 
geri-atric adj: a geriatric hospital. 

germ /d33:m/ п [С] 1 portion of a living or- 
ganism capable of becoming a new organism. 
2 (fig) beginning or starting-point (of an idea, 
etc). 3 microbe or bacillus, esp one causing 
disease: ~ warfare, use of bacteria as a 
weapon in war. 

Ger-man /'d33:man/ adj, n [С] (of) Germany, 
its language and its people. 
Ger-manic /d3o'menik/ adj of the group of 
languages now including German, English 
and Dutch. 

ger-mi-nate /'d33:mineit/ vi,vt (of seeds) 
(cause to) start growth. 
ger-mi-na-tion /,dz3:mr'neifn/ n([U] 

ger-und /‘dzerond/ п [С] the -ing form of an 
English verb when used as a noun (as in ‘fond 
of swimming’). 

ges-ta-tion /d3e'stei{n/ n[U] carrying or be- 
ing carried in the womb between conception 
and birth; this period. 

ges-ticu-late /dz'stikjuleit/ vi use move- 
ments of the hands, arms or head instead of, 
or to accompany, speaking. 
ges-ticu-ia-tion /d31,stikju'leifn/ п [СО] 

ges-ture /‘dzest{a(r)/ п 1 [С] movement of 
the hand or head to show feeling, etc: a ~ of 
refusal. 2 [С] something done to show friend- 
ship, etc: give money as а ~ of support. 3 [Ц] 
use of expressive movements: an actor who is a 
masier of the art of ~. а vi gesticulate. 

get /get/ vi,vi (pt got /got/, pp got or, in older 
English and in US, gotten /'gptn/) (For uses 
with adverbial particles and prepositions © 
15, 16, 17, below.) 1 (cause oneself to) be- 
come: ~ dressed/wet/tired/drunk. You'll soon 
~ used 10 the climate here. Гт ~ting too old 
for dancing! Get fost! Go away! 2 bring toa 
certain condition; cause to be or become: She 
got the children ready for school. 3 reach the 
stage where one is doing something: /t’s time 
we got going, started. 4 bring a person or thing 
to the point where he/it is doing something: 
Can you really ~ that old car going again, res- 
tart or repair it? 5 reach the stage where one 
knows, feels, etc something: When you ~ to 
know him you'll like him. 6 bring, persuade, 
cause to do or act ina certain way: You'll never 
~ him to understand. 7 receive; have; obtain; 
acquire: ~ paid. I got (= now have) your tele- 
gram. РИ come as soonas I~ time. If we divide 
12 by 4, we ~ 3. get the sack, © sack”. get 
one’s own way, <> way(4). get wind of, 
& wind'(4). get the worst of, > worst. 8 
catch (an illness): ~ the measles. 9 receive as a 


geranium/get 


punishment: ~ six months, be sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment. get told'off, (infor- 
mal) be warned about having done wrong: / 
daren’t be late home again or Pil ~ told off.10 
(informal) understand: I don’t ~ you/your 
meaning. She did't ~ my jokes. 11 puzzle: 
Why he likes her so much ~s me! 12 has/ 
have/had got, eg as a possession or charac- 
teristic: What ugly teeth he’s got! Have you got 
change for a pound? & have. 13 has/have/ 
had got to, must, be compelled or obliged: /t 
has got to {= must) be done today. © 
have*(1). 14 deal with (as when telephoning): 
Pil ~ it, ГИ answer the telephone. 15 (non- 
idiomatic uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions; for idiomatic uses, г> 17 below) 
move to or from a point or in a particular 
direction: When did you ~ here, arrive? A car 
makes it easier to ~ about. Did you manage to 
~ away (= have a holiday) this Easter? She 
got back into bed. Гт ~ ting off (= leaving the 
train) at the next station. get somewhere/ 
anywhere/nowhere, obtain, achieve, 
some/any/no result; make some/any/no pro- 
gress. 16 (non-idiomatic uses with adverbial 
particles and prepositions; for idiomatic uses, 
=> 17 below) cause to move to or from a point, 
or in a particular direction: /t was nailed to the 
wall and I couldn't ~ it off. G~ (= Put) your 
hat and coat on. 1 can’ t~ the nail out. 

17 (idiomatic uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

get (sth) across (to sb}, (informa!) (cause 
something to) be understood: / spoke slowly, 
but my meaning didn’t ~ across. 

get ahead (of sb}, go forward and pass 
others; make faster progress: Tom has goi 
ahead of ail the other boys in the class. 

get along, (a) manage: We can't ~ along 
without you. (b) make progress: How is he 
~ ting along with his French? 

get at sb/sth, reach; gain access to: The 
books are locked up and I can’t — at them. get 
at sb, (a) bribe, corrupt: One of the witnesses 
had been got at. (b) taunt; criticize: Не’5 al- 
ways ~ting at his wife. be getting at, (infor- 
тай (be trying to) say or suggest: What are 
you ~ting at? 

get away, manage to leave; escape: Two of 
the prisoners got away. Hence, ‘get-away п: 
make one’s get-away, escape; (аз ап ad- 
jective): The get-away car had been stolen. get 
away with sth, pursue successfully a course 
of action which might usually be expected to 
result in blame, punishment or misfortune: 
The thieves got away with the contents of the 
safe. If I cheat in the examination, do you think 
ГИ ^ away with it? > murder. 

get back, return to power or prominence 
after losing it for a time: The Democrats hope 
10 ~ back at the пех! election. get one’s 
‘own back (on sb}, have one’s revenge: He 


get/ghost 


won this time but [ ll~ my own back one day. 
get Бу, (a) (fig) pass; be accepted, without 
comment or criticism: / have no formal clothes 
for this occasion; perhaps I can ~ by т a dark 
suit. (b) manage; survive: She can’t ~ by with- 
out him. 

get sb down, (informal) depress: Den’ t let 
this bad weather ~ you down. get sth down, 
(a) swallow: The medicine was horrid, and she 
couldn’ t ~ it down. (b) write down: Did you~ 
that telephone message down? get down to 
sth, deal (seriously) with: ~ down to one’s 
work after the holidays. get down to busi- 
ness, > business(3). 

get in, (a) arrive: The train got in five minutes 
early. (b) be elected: He got т (= was elected 
MP) for Islington. get $6 in, са! a person to 
one’s house, etc to perform a service: We must 
~ someone т to repair the TV. get sth in, 
(a) collect, gather: ~ in the crops/the harvest. 
(b) obtain a supply: ~ coal in for the winter. 
get into, (a) put on: / can’t ~ into these 
shoes. (5) have, develop, a particular condi- 
tion: ~ into trouble/a temper|debt. (с) ac- 
quire: ~ into bad habits. (9) learn by ex- 
perience or experiment: ~ into the habit of 
smoking. (е) become interested: / can’t ~ into 
the book Гт reading. 

get off, start: We got off immediately after 
breakfast. get off lightly/cheaply. escape 
severe punishment, suffering, etc. tell sb 
where to get of f/where he gets off, (in- 
formal) tell him that his misbehaviour, im- 
pudence, etc will no longer be tolerated. get 
sb off, save from punishment or a penalty: 
His youth and inexperience got him off. get 
off with sth, escape more severe punish- 
ment or misfortune: He got off with only a fine, 
eg instead of possible imprisonment. 

get on, make progress; advance: He’s sure to 
~ on in life. Time is ~ting on, is passing. get 
on sth, place oneself on: He got on his bike/ 
horsejthe train. get on one’s nerves, > 
nerve(2). be getting on for, be approach- 
ing: He’s ~ting on for seventy. It’s ~ ting on for 
midnight. get on to sb, get in touch with, eg 
by telephone: /f yow’re not satisfied, ~ on to 
the manager. get on (with sb), work or live 
in a sociable way: The new manager is easy to 
~ on with. get on (with sth), continue: 
Please ~ on with your work. 

get out, become known: /f the news ~s out 
there'll be trouble. get out of (sth/doing 
sth), (a) (fig) avoid; escape (from): / wish I 
could ~ out of going to that wedding. (b) (fig) 
abandon gradually: ~ out of bad habits. get 
sth out of sb, extract by force: The police 
will ~ а confession out of him. 

get over sb, (informal) forget: He never got 
over Jane, you know, She stayed in his me- 
mory. get over sth, (a) recover from, eg ill- 
ness, surprise, а loss: / can’t ~ over his rude- 
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ness. (b) overcome: She will never ~ over her 
shyness. 
get round sb, persuade somebody to do or 
to agree to something to which he was at first 
opposed or indifferent: Alice knows how to ~ 
round her father. get round sth, evade, eg a 
law or regulation, but without committing a 
legal offence: A clever lawyer might find ways 
of ~ting round that clause. get round to 
sth/to doing sth, deal with it (when more 
important matters have been dealt with): Гт 
very busy this week but I hope to ~ round to 
your request next week. 
get through, reach a person, arrive: / rang 
you several times yesterday but couldwt ~ 
through. get through (sth), pass, eg an ex- 
amination: Tom failed but his sister got 
through. get through sth, reach the end of: 
He has got through (= spent) all his money. 
get to, reach a particular state. get to grips 
with sth, > grip(1). get to the point, > 
point'(9). get to work, © work"'(1). 
get together, come or meet together, eg for 
discussion or social purposes: Let’s ~ together 
one evening and talk about old times. Hence, 
'\get-together пл [С] eg a social reunion of 
old friends. get people/things together, 
collect; organize, put in order: The rebel leader 
couldn’ t-~ an army together. 
get under way, > way(7). 
get up, (a) rise: What time do you ~ up, ie 
from bed? He got up (= stood up) 10 ask a 
question. (b) climb on: ~ up behind me, eg on 
a motor-bike. get sb/oneself up, (a) cause 
to rise, be out of bed: ~ the children up and 
dressed for school. (b) put on cosmetics, fine 
clothes: She was got up like a pop star. (c) 
dress in a certain style: ~ oneself up as a sailor. 
Hence, 'get-up n [С] (unusual) style of dress. 
get up to sth, (a) reach: We got up to page 
seventy-two last lesson. (b) become involved 
in; plan: What will they ~ up to next? 

gey:ser /'gi:za(r) US: ‘gaiza(r)/ п [С] 1 natu- 
ral spring'(2) sending up at intervals a col- 
umn of hot water or steam. 2 /US: 'gi:za(r)/ 
apparatus for heating water, eg by gas, ina 
bathroom, etc. 

ghast-ly /'ga:stli US: 'ges-/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 
as if dead; pale and ill: looking ~; (also as ап 
adverb): ~ pale. 2 causing horror or fear: a~ 
accident. 3 (informal) very unsatisfactory or 
unpleasant: a ~ dinner. 

gher-kin /'g3:kin/ и [С] small, green cucum- 
ber for pickling. 

ghetto /'getau/ п [С] (p/ ~s) 1 (formerly, in 
some countries) Jewish quarter of a town. 2 
section of a town, lived in by underprivileged 
classes, or people who are discriminated 
against, eg because of race or religion. 

ghost /goust/ п [С] 1 spirit of a dead person 
appearing to a person still living: He looked as 
if he had seen a ~, looked very frightened. 2 
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(old use) spirit of life. give up the ghost, 
die. 3 something shadowy or without sub- 
stance. not have the ghost of a chance, 
no chance at all: They don’t have a ~ of a 
chance of winning. 

the Holy Ghost, the Third Person of the 
Trinity. 

'ghost town, one now abandoned, eg ап 
area where gold was once mined. 
'ghost-writer, person who does literary or 
artistic work for another person who takes the 
credit. 

ghost-ly adj of, like, suggesting, a ghost. 

gi-ant /‘d3aiont/ n [С] 1 (in fairy tales) man of 
very great height and size. 2 man, animal or 
plant much larger than normal. 3 (fig) person 
of extraordinary ability or genius. 4 (used as 
an adjective) of great size or force: ~ strength; 
a~ cabbage. 

gi-ant-ess /'d3aiontes/ и [С] female giant. 

gib-ber-ish /'dziborif/ п [9] unintelligible 
talk. 

gib-bet /'dzibit/ п 1 [C] wooden post on 
which bodies of executed criminals were for- 
merly exposed as a warning. 2 [U] death by 
hanging. о у put to death by hanging. 

gib-bon /'giban/ п [С] kinds of long-armed 
ape. 

gib-bous /'d3ibas/ adj (of the moon) having 
the bright part greater than a semicircle and 
less than a circle. 

gibe, jibe /dzaib/ vi make fun of: ~ ata boy’s 
mistakes. 

gib-lets /'dziblits/ п р/ heart, liver, gizzard, 
etc of a goose, hen, etc taken out before the 
bird is cooked. 

giddy /'gidi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 causing, hav- 
ing, the feeling that everything is turning 
round so that one cannot stand steady. 2 too 
fond of pleasure; not serious: а ~ young girl. 
gid-dily adv 

gid-di-ness и [0] 

gift /g:ft/ 1 [С] something given: ~s to chari- 
ties. (Note: compare birthday and Christmas 
presents.) & mouth'(1). 2 [С] natural ability 
or talent: have a ~ for art/languages. 3 [Ч] 
right or power to give: The property came to 
те by free ~, was given to me. с vt give, eg 
land, asa gift. 


'gift-voucher, document to be exchanged: 


for gifts. 
gifted adj talented. 

gig' /gig/ n[C]1 small, light two-wheeled саг- 
riage pulled by one horse. 2 ship’s small boat. 

gig? /gig/ п [C] (informal) booking for musi- 
cians (esp jazz) to perform. 

gi-gan-tic /d3ai'gentik/ adj of immense size. 

giggle /'gigl/ vi laugh in a nervous and silly 
way. on[C] laugh of this kind. 

ЭНА! /gild/ vt (pp usually ~ed, but & gilt be- 
low) cover with gold leaf or gold-coloured 
paint: ~ a picture-frame. 


giant/gist 


gilder, person who gilds (picture-frames, 
etc). 
gild-ing л [0] material with which things are 
gilded. 

gild? & guild. 

gill" /gil/ п [С] (usually pl) organ with which a 
fish breathes. 

gill? /dzil/ п [С] liquid measure, one-quarter of 
a pint. 

gilt /gilt/n{U] = gilding. 

gim-let /'gimiit/ л [С] small tool for boring 
holes in wood, etc. 

gim-mick /'gimik/ n [С] (esp of actors, ad- 
vertisers) trick, catchword, article of clothing, 
etc used to attract attention, customers, etc. 

gin /d3in/ п [0] colourless alcoholic drink. 

gin-ger /'dzind3a(r)/ п [U] 1 (plant with a) 
hot-tasting root used in cooking and for mak- 
ing a kind of wine. 2 liveliness; energy: а '~ 
group, (in Parliament) group of MP’s that 
urges the Government to be more active. 3 
(used as an adjective) light reddish-yellow col- 
our: ~ Aair.o vt make more vigorous or lively: 
~ up the supporters. 
ginger ‘ale/'beer, 
flavoured with ginger. 

gin-ger-ly /'dzind3ali/ adv with great care to 
avoid harming oneself, what one touches, 
making a noise, etc. а adj cautious; careful: 
move ina~ fashion. 

ging-ham /'ginom/ я [Ч] printed cotton or 
linen cloth, with stripes or checks. 

gipsy, gypsy /'d3ipsi/ п [С] (p/ -ies) mem- 
ber of a wandering Asiatic race, now living in 
many parts of Europe. 

gi-raffe /d3i'ra:f US: -'ref/ п [С] African ani- 
mal with a very long neck and legs. 

girder /'g3:da(r)/ п [С] 1 wood, iron or steel 
beam to support the joists of a floor. 2 struc- 
ture of steel forming the span of a bridge, etc. 

girdie /'gs:dl/ п [С] 1 cord or belt fastened 
round the waist to keep clothes in position. 2 
= corset. 3 something that encircles iike a 
girdle: a~ of green fields round a town. а vt en- 
circle: a lake ~d with trees. 

girl /gs:i/ п [С] 1 female child; daughter; 
young unmarried woman. 2 girl or woman 
working in a shop, office, etc (irrespective of 
age): 'office ~s. 
'giri-friend, regular female companion with 
whom one may or may not be in love. 
;Girl ‘Guide, (GB) member of an organiza- 
tion for girls similar to the Scouts. 
'girl-hood, state or time of being a girl. 
girl-ish adj of, for, like, a girl. 

girth /93:0/ n [С] 1 leather or cloth band 
tightened round the body of a horse to keep 
the saddle in place. 2 measurement round any- 
thing like a cylinder in shape: a tree 10 metres 
iIn~, 

gist /d3ist/ п the ~, main points or substance, 
general sense: Tel! me the ~ of what he said. 


non-alcoholic drink 


give /glad 


give’ /дгу/ vt,vi (pt gave /дегу/, pp ~n /'g1vn) 
(For uses with adverbial particles and preposi- 
tions, > 13 below.) 1 hand over (to a person) 
without payment or exchange, eg as a present 
or gift: J gave David a book. G~ one to me. 2 
give for; give to + inf, cause (a person) to 
have (something) in exchange for something 
else, for payment, as compensation, etc: How 
much will you ~ me for my old car? Iwould~ а 
lot to know where she is. 3 allow (a person or 
thing) to pass into the care or custody of: G~ 
the porter your bags. 4 allow, eg time; agree to; 
grant: You'd better ~ yourself half an hour for 
the journey. They gave me a week to make up 
my mind. ‘The car has a good engine’ ‘OK, Til 
~ you that ( = agree) but the body’s very rusty’. 


§ furnish; supply; provide: The sun ~s us. 


warmth and light. 6 be the source or origin of: 
You’ve п me your cold. 7 devote; dedicate: 
He gave his life to the cause of peace. 8 (used in 
the imperative to show preference): G~ me 
liberty or ~ me death, If 1 cannot have liberty, 
I prefer to die. 9 (used with a noun in a pattern 
that may be replaced by a verb): ~ а groan| 
yell, groan, yell; ~ him a kick, kick him; ~ her 
a ring, phone her. 10 (in fixed phrases) give 
or take..., plus or minus: She’ll be here at 4 
o’clock, ~ or take a few minutes. give sb to 
understand that, inform, assure him, that: 
I was ~n to understand that you can help me to 
find a job. give way, (a) retire, retreat: Our 
troops had to ~ way. (©) fail to support: The 
горе gave way, broke. give way (to sth/ 
$6). (a) allow priority to: G~ way to traffic 
coming in from the right. (b) be replaced by: 
Sorrow gave way to smiles. (c) abandon 
oneself to: Don’t ~ way to despair. (4) make 
concessions (to): We mustn't ~ way to the ter- 
rorists. 11 lose firmness; bend; yield to pres- 
sure: The branch gave (eg bent) but did noi 
break. His knees seemed to ~, to feel weak (so 
that he fell down). 12 given (a) (in formal 
documents) delivered: ~” under my hand and 
seal in this fifth day of Мау, 1705. (В) granting 
or assuming that one has, eg as a basis for 
reasoning: Слои good health, I hope to finish 
the work this year. (с) agreed on: They were to 
meet at а ~n time and place. > given name 
below. given to (doing) sth, devoted or 
addicted to; having as a habit or inclination: 
He’s ~n to boasting. 

13 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 

give sb away, (esp) hand over (the bride) to 
the bridegroom at a wedding. give sth 
away, (a) allow somebody else to have: sac- 
rifice: You’ve ~n away a good chance of win- 
ning the match. (b) distribute: The Mayor 
gave away the prizes. (с) give freely, not ex- 
pecting anything in return: He gave away ай 
his money. (a) reveal, intentionally or unin- 
tentionaliy: His accent gave him away. Hence, 
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‘give-away п [С] (a) something given with- 
out charge: various ~-aways to attract new 
customers. (b) something revealed, intention- 
ally or unintentionally: The expression on the 
thief's face was a ~-away, showed his guilt. 
The last question on the exam paper was а ~- 
away, so easy that it needed no effort, etc. 
give the game away, © дате?(5). 

give sth back (to sb); give sb back sth, 
restore; return: ~ it back to its rightful owner. 
give in (to sb), surrender; submit: The 
rebels were forced to ~ in. give sth in, hand 
over (papers, etc) to the proper authorities: 
Please ~ in your examination papers now. 
give sth off, send out, eg smoke, vapour, 
etc: This chemical ~s off a horrid smell! 

give out, come to an end; be exhausted: Our 
food supplies began to ~ out. His strength gave 
out. give sth out, distribute; send out: ~ out 
books. | 
give over, (si) stop (doing, saying, that). 
give up, abandon the attempt to do some- 
thing, find the answer: J can do nothing more; 1 
~ up. I can’t answer that question; | ~ up. 
give sb up, (a) say that one regards him as 
hopeless: The doctors have ~n him up, say that 
they cannot cure him. (b) (informal) stop 
keeping company with him/her: She was tired 
of Tom’s nagging so she gave him up. (с) no 
longer expect a person: She was so late that we 
had ~n her up. give sb up for fost, no long- 
er expect him to be found or saved. give $6/ 
oneself/sth up, surrender; part with: ~ up 
one’s seat to her, eg in a crowded bus. The es- 
caped prisoner gave himself up. give sth up, 
stop (doing sth): / wish I could ~ up smoking. 

give? /giv/ n[U]1 quality of being elastic, of 
yielding to pressure: A stone floor has no ~ in 
it. 2 (fig) (of a person) quality of yielding. 
give and take, compromise; willingness on 
both sides to give way: There must be ~ and 
take on both sides if the talks are to succeed. 

given /'givan/ pp of give’. 
'given name, name chosen at birth (con- 
trasted with surname). 

giver /'givo(r)/ п [С] one who gives. 

giz-zard /'gizad/n [С] bird’s second stomach 
for grinding food. 

асе /'glese: US: gle'se1/ adj 1 (of fruits) 
iced, sugared. 2 (of leather, cloth) smooth, 
polished. 

gla-ciali /'gleisiol/ adj of ice or the Ice Age. 

gla-cier /'glesia(r) US: 'gleifar/ п [С] mass of 
ice, formed by snow on mountains, moving 
slowly along a valley. 

glad /gled/ adj (-der, -dest) 1 pleased: be/ 
look|feel ~ about something. ['m~ to see you. 
2 causing or bringing joy; joyful: Have you 
heard the ~ news? 

glad-den /'gledn/ vi make glad. 

glad-ly adv 

glad-ness п [0] 
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glade /gleid/ n [С] clear, open space in a 
forest. 

gladi-ator /'gledieita(r)/ п [С] (in ancient 
Rome) man trained to fight with weapons at 
public shows in an arena. 

gladi-olus |,gledi'sulss/  (p/ -li /-lai/ or 
~es) plant with long leaves and tall stems of 
brightly coloured flowers. 

glam-our (US also glamor) /'glema(r)/ и 
{U] 1 charm or enchantment; power of beauty 
to move the feelings: a scene full of ~. 2 айгас- 
tive feminine beauty or charm. 
glam-our-ize (also -ise) (US also -or-) /-aiz/ 
vt make glamorous: newspapers that ~ize the 
lives of pop stars. 
glam-our-ous (US also -or-) /-3$/ adj full of 
glamour: glamorous film stars. 

glance /gia:ns US: glens/ vi,vt1 take a quick 
look: glancing at the clock; ~ over|through a 
letter; ~ round a room. 2 glance off, (of a 
weapon or a blow) strike and bounce off: The 
bullet ~d off his helmet. 3 (of bright objects, 
light) flash: Their helmets ~d in the sunlight.a 
п [С] 1 quick look: take a ~ at the newspaper 
headlines. at a glance, immediately. 2 quick 
turning of the eyes: loving ~s. 3 (sudden 
movement producing a) flash of light: a ~ of 
spears in the sunlight. 

gland /glend/ п [С] organ that separates from 
the blood substances that are to be used by or 
expelled from the body: sweat ~s. 
glandu-lar /'glendjula(r) US: -d3u-/ adj of 
or like a gland: ~u/ar fever. 

glare’ /gleo(r)/ n 1 [U] strong, fierce, un- 
pleasant light: the ~ of the sun on the water. 2 
(fig) in the full ~ of publicity, with public at- 
tention directed towards one. 3 [C] angry 
stare: looking at her witha~. 

glare? /glea(r)/ vi,vt 1 shine in a dazzling or 
disagreeable way: The tropical sun ~d down on 
us all the day. 2 stare angrily or fiercely: They 
stood glaring at each other. 
glar-ing adj (a) dazzling: a car with glaring 
headlights. (b) angry; fierce: glaring eyes. (c) 
huge; obvious: a glaring mistake; glaring injus- 
tice. (9) (of colours) too bright and showy. 

glass /gla:s US: gles/ n 1 [U] hard, brittle 
substance (as used in windows): made of ~. 2 
[C] article made of this substance. (a) drink- 
ing vessel or its contents: a ~ of milk. (b) 
mirror. (c) telescope: The sailor looked 
through his ~. (9) barometer: The ~ is falling. 
(е) (р/) spectacles: She can’t read without ~es. 
(f) (2) binoculars. ©  looking-glass, 
magnifying-glass. с уг fit with glass; glaze. 
'iglass-blower, workman who blows mol- 
ten glass to shape it into bottles, etc. 
'glass-cutter, (a) workman who cuts de- 
signs on glass. (b) tool for cutting glass. 
‘glass-house, building with glass sides and 
roof (for growing plants). 
'glass-ware, articles made of glass. 
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'glass-wool, fine glass fibres used for filter- 
ing and in man-made fibres. 
'glass-works, factory where glass is manu- 
factured. 
glass-ful /-fol/ n [С] as much as a drinking 
glass can hold. 
glassy adj (-ier, -iest) like glass in appear- 
ance: а ~y stare/lookjeye, lifeless, expression- 
less, fixed. 

glaze /gleiz/ vt,vi1 fit glass into: ~ а window/ 
house. 2 cover with a glass-like surface: ~ pot- 
tery. 3 (of the eyes) become glassy: His eyes 
~d over.an[C,U] (substance used for, surface 
obtained by giving, a) thin glassy coating. 

glaz-ier /'gleizia(r) US: -5эг/ п [С] workman 
who fits glass into the frames of windows, etc. 

gleam /gli:m/ и [С] 1 beam or ray of soft 
light, esp one that comes and goes: the ~s of 
the morning sun. 2 (fig) brief show of some 
quality or emotion: an occasional ~ of intei- 
ligence; а ~ of hope. a vi send out gleams: ге- 
flector studs ~ing in the roadway. 

glean /gli:n/ vi,vt1 pick up grain left in a har- 
vest field by the workers. 2 (fig) collect news, 
facts in small quantities. 
gleaner, person who gleans. 
glean-ings п р/ (usually fig) small items of 
knowledge from various sources. 

glee /gli:/ п [U] feeling of joy caused by suc- 
cess or triumph: shout with ~. 
glee-ful /-fl/ adj full of glee; joyous. 
gilee-fully /-fali/ adv 

glen /glen/ п [С] narrow valley. 

glib /glib/ adj (-ber, -best) (of a person, what 
he says or how he says it) eager and fluent, but 
not sincere: a~ talker; ~ excuses. 
glib-iy adv 

glide /glaid/ vi move along smoothly and 
continuously: The pilot ~d skilfully down to 
the landing-field. о n{C] gliding movement. 
glider, aircraft without an engine. 
glid-ing п [0] sport of flying in gliders. 

glim-mer /'glima(r)/ vi send out a weak, un- 
certain light: lights ~ing in the distance. а n[C] 
1 faint, unsteady light: a ~ of light through the 
curtains. 2 (fig) a~ of hope. 

glimpse /glimps/ п [С] 1 quick, imperfect 
view: get/catch a ~ of something from the win- 
dow of a train. 2 short look (af). в vt catch a 
glimpse of. 

glint /glint/ vi gleam. си [С] gleam or flash: 
~S of gold in her hair. 

glis-ten /'glisn/ vi (esp of wet or polished sur- 
faces) shine brightly; sparkle: eyes ~ing with 
tears; snow ~ing in the sunlight. 

glit-ter /‘glitar)/ vi shine brightly with 
flashes of light: ~ing with jewels. а п [0] bril- 
liant light: the ~ of the decorations. 
glit-ter-ing adj brilliant; attractive: ~ing 
jewels; ~ing prizes. 

gloat /glout/ vi look at with selfish delight: ~ 
over one’s wealth. 


global /gnome 


gioat-ing-ly adv 

glo-bal /'glaubl/ adj 1 world-wide: ~ war. 2 
of the whole of a group of items, etc. 

globe /glsub/ n[C]1 object shaped like а ball, 
esp a model of the earth. 2 the ~, the Earth. 3 
spherical glass vessel, esp a lampshade or a 
fishbow!. 

glob-ule /‘globju:l/ и [С] tiny drop. 
globu-lar /'globjulo(r)/ adj (а)  globe- 
shaped. (b) made of globules. 
glock-en-spiel /'glokanspi:]/ и [С] musical 
instrument consisting of metal bars which are 
struck with two light hammers. 

gloom /glu:m/ и [С] 1 semi-darkness. 2 feel- 
ing of sadness and hopelessness: The news cast 
а ^^ over the village. 

gloomy /'glu:m1/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 dark, un- 
lit: a~ room. 2 depressed; depressing: feeling 
~ about the future; ~ news. 

gloom. ily /-ali/ adv 

glor-ify /‘glo:rifai/ vt (ptpp -ied) 1 give ador- 
ation and thanksgiving to (God); worship. 2 
give honour and glory to (a hero). 3 change 
(something simple) into something more 
beautiful, etc; (try to) make (a person or thing) 
seem more splendid: His weekend cottage is 
only a glorified barn. 

glori-fi-ca-tion | 915: nifitker{n/ n(U] 
glori-ous /'glo:rias/ adj 1 splendid; magni- 
ficent: а ~ sunset/view. 2 illustrious; honour- 
able; possessing or conferring glory: a ~ vic- 
tory. 3 (informal) very enjoyable: have a ~ 
time; ~ fun. 4 (ironic) dreadful: What а ~ 
mess! 

glori-ous-ly adv 

glory /'glo:r1/ п [U] 1 high fame and honour 
won by great achievements. 2 adoration and 
thanksgiving offered to God: ‘G~ to God in 
the highest. 3 quality of being beautiful or 
magnificent: the ~ of a sunset. 4 (sometimes 
[С] pl -ies) reason for pride; something deserv- 
ing respect and honour: the glories of ancient 
Rome. в vi (pt,pp -ied) glory in, rejoice in, 
take great pride in: ~ in one’s strength|in her 
SUCCESS. 

gloss’ /9105/ n 1 [U] smooth, bright, shining 
surface: the ~ of silk and satin. 2 (fig) (usually 
sing with a, an) deceptive appearance: a ~ of 
respectability. в vt give a bright surface to. 
‘gloss paint, paint which, when dry, leaves а 
glossy surface. 

glossy adj (-ier, -iest) smooth and shiny:a~ 
surface; a~ magazine, one with colour photo- 
graphs of clothes, food, etc. 

gloss? /givs/ п [С] explanation (in a footnote, 
etc) of a word in the text; comment. в vr write 
glosses on; make comments on. gloss over, 
(a) avoid explaining fully: ~ over a subject. 
(b) hide (an error, etc): ~ over her faults. 
gloss.ary /'glosari/n[C] (р!-1е$) 1 collection 
of glosses. 2 list and explanations of special, 
eg technical or commercial vocabulary. 
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glove /glav/ я [С] covering of for the hand. 
fit like a glove, fit perfectly. be hand in 
glove (with), be in close relations (with). 

glow /91э0| vi 1 send out brightness or 
warmth without flame: ~ing logs/coal/ 
charcoal. 2 (fig) be, look, feel, warm or flushed 
(as after exercise or when excited): ~ing with 
enthusiasm|{health| pride. 3 show strong or 
warm colours: trees ~ing with autumn tints. с 
n (sing only, with the, a or an) glowing state; 
warm or flushed look; warm feeling: in a ~ of 
enthusiasm; the ~ of the sky at sunset. 
\glow-worm, insect of which the wingless 
female gives out a green light at its tail. 
glow-ing adj showing warm colour or (fig) 
enthusiasm: give a ~ing account of what hap- 
pened. 
glow: ing-ly adv 

glower /'glava(r)/ vi look in an angry ог 
threatening way: ~ at her. 
glower-.ing-ly adv 

glu-cose /'glu:ksus/[U] grape sugar. 

glue /glu:/ п [0] adhesive substance used for 
joining (esp wooden or paper) things. в vi 
(pt.pp ~d; gluing) 1 stick, make fast, with 
glue:-~ two pieces of wood together; gluing a 
piece of paper on to something. 2 put tightly or 
closely: His eyes were/His ear was ~d to the 
keyhole. Why must you always be ~d to the 
TV, Why do you always watch it? 
gluey /'glu:1/ adj sticky, like glue. 

glum /glam/ adj (-mer, -mest) gloomy; sad. 
glum-ly adv 

glut /glat/ vz (-tt-) 1 supply too much to: ~ 
the market (with fruit) 2 overeat; satisfy to the 
full; fill to excess: ~ one’s appetite; ~ted with 
pleasure. a п [С] supply in excess of demand: a 
~ of pears in the market. 

glut-ton /'glatn/ п [С] person who eats too 
much: You've eaten the whole pie, you ~! He’s 
a~ for work, (fig) is always willing and ready 
to work. 
glut-ton-ous /'glatanas/ adj very greedy. 
glut-ton-ous-ly adv 
glut-tony /-ton:/  [U] habit or practice of 
eating too much. 

gly-cer-ine (US = gly-cer-in) /'glisarin/ м 
[9] thick, sweet, colourless liquid made from 
fats and oils, used in medical and toilet prep- 
arations and explosives. 

gnarled /na:ld/ adj (of tree trunks) twisted 
and rough; covered with knobs: a ~ old oak; 
~ (= knotty, deformed) fingers. 

gnash /nef/ vi,vt 1 (of the teeth) strike or 
grind together, eg in rage. 2 (of a person) 
cause (the teeth) to do this. 

gnat /net/ п [С] small two-winged fly that 
bites. 

gnaw /no:/ v/,vi1 bite steadily at: The dog was 
~ing (at) a-bone. 2 torment; waste away: fear 
and anxiety ~ing (at) the heart. 

gnome /noum/ п [С] (in stories) small beard- 


265 


ed goblin; statue of this. 

gnu /nu:/ 1 [С] kind of antelope like an ох (= 
wildebeest). 

go' /gou/ vi (3rd person, present tense goes 
/gauz/, pt went /went/, pp gone /gon US: 
go:n/) (For idiomatic uses with adverbial par- 
ticles and prepositions, > 24 below.) 1 (witha 
preposition or adverb of place or direction; > 
come) move, pass, from one point to another 
and away from the speaker, etc: He has gone to 
see his sister. G~ and get your hat. Let's ~ to 
the cinema. They came at six and went (= left) 
at nine. I wish this pain would ~ (away). 'go 
places, be successful. 2 (a) be placed; have 
as a usual or proper position: Where do you 
want your piano to ~? Where shall we put it? 
(b) be fitted or contained in: My clothes won't 
~ into this small suitcase. 7 into 15 wont ~~, 15 
does not contain exact multiples of 7. 3 reach, 
extend; last; (of a person’s behaviour, re- 
marks, achievements, etc) reach certain limits: 
This road ~es to London. go a long way. 
last: She makes a little money ~ a long way. go 
a long way/far towards doing sth, 
make a considerable contribution towards: 
The Prime Minister's statement went a long 
way towards reassuring the nation. go (very) 
far, (a) last: A pound doesn’t ~ far nowadays. 
(fb) (used in the future tense) (of a person) suc- 
ceed: He will ~ far in the diplomatic service, 
will win promotion, etc. go too far, go be- 
yond acceptable limits: That’s ~ing too far, 
saying or doing more than is right. go to 
great lengths/trouble/pains (to do 
sth), take care to do something well: He went 
to great trouble to make his guests comfortable. 
go to one’s head, > head'(20).4goona 
journey/trip/an outing. make a journey, 
take a trip, have an outing, etc. go for a 
walk, etc, go out in order to walk, etc. go 
swimming / shopping, etc, swim | shop, 
etc. 5 (in the pattern, go + prep + noun) (a) 
pass into/from the state described by the noun: 
~ from bad to worse; ~ out of fashion; ~ to 
pieces; ~ to sleep. > the noun entries. (b) go 
to the place, etc described by the noun for the 
purpose associated with it: ~ to church, attend 
a church service; ~ 10 school/college 
university, attend school, etc in order to learn 
or study. 6 go to sb, pass into somebody’s 
possession; be given to: The first prize went to 
Mr Hill. 7 become; pass into a specific condi- 
tion: ~ bdlind/mad. His hair went grey with 
worry. go bad, & bad'(5). 8 be moving, 
working, etc: This clock doesn’t ~. Is your 
watch ~ing? go like a bomb, > bomb. 9 be 
or live habitually in a specific state or manner: 
Refugees often ~~ hungry. 10 (showing manner 
of progress; sometimes after ‘How’): How’s 
everything ~ing (= progressing)? How’s your 
work ~ing? Things went better than had been 
expected. ga slow, (of workers in. factories, 
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etc) work slowly esp to reduce output, as a 
protest or to draw attention to demands: (as 
an adjective) a ~-slow (policy). be going 
strong. be proceeding vigorously; be still 
flourishing: He’s ninety and/but still ~ing 
strong. 11 work; operate: This machine ~es оп 
electricity. 12 go (to sb) for, be sold (toa 
person) for: The house went cheap. I shan’ t let 
mine ~ (= Sell it) for less than £8000. 13 go 
оп/т. (of money) be spent on: All his spare 
money ~es on books. Half the money he in- 
herited went in debts. 14 be given up, aban- 
doned, lost: Гт afraid the car must ~. My 
sight is ~ing, Гт losing my ability to see. 15 
as men/things, etc go, considering the 
average men, etc: Theyre good workers, as 
workers ~ nowadays. 16 fail; collapse; give 
way; break off: First the sails and then the mast 
went in the storm. let oneself go, relax, en- 
joy oneself, etc. 17 (gone and phrases) die: 
He’s dead and gone, dead and buried. 18 be de- 
cided: The case (ie in a law court) went against 
him, Бе lost. How did the election ~ at Hull? 
Who was elected? 19 (various phrases) go 
bail (for sb), offer Ба!. go shares/ 
halves, (with sb) (in sth) © share'(1), 
half(1). go it alone, act by oneself, without 
support. 20 have a certain wording or tune: 
Гт not quite sure how the tune ~es. 21 make a 
specific sound: The clock ~es ‘tick-tock, tick- 
tock’. ‘Bang! went the gun’. 22 begin an activ- 
ity: One, two, three, ~/ or Ready, steady, ~! 
(eg as a signal for competitors in a race to 
start). Well, here ~es! (used to call attention 
to the fact that one is about to start fo do 
something). 23 be going to do sth, (a) 
(showing what is intended, determined or 
planned): We're ~ing to spend our holidays in 
Wales this year. I was ~ing to buy a house but 
prices rose too much. (b) (showing what is 
considered likely or probable): Look at those 
black clouds—we’re ~ing to have/there’s ~ing 
to be а отт. (с) about to: Гт ~ing to tell you 
a story. Pm~ing to be twenty next month. 

24 (idiomatic uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

go about, (a) move from place to place; pay 
visits: He’s ~ing about with that Polish girl 
now, is often seen with her in public. (b) (of 
rumours, stories, etc) pass from person to per- 
son: A rumour is ~ing about that... There's а 
flu virus ~ing about. (c) (of a ship) change 
course. go about sti:, set to work at: You're 
not ~ing about that job т the right way. 

go after sb/sth, try to win or obtain: He’s 
gone after a job in the City. 

go against sb, (a) oppose: Don’t ~ against 
your father. (b) have an unsatisfactory out- 
come: The war is ~ing against them, They 
seem likely to be defeated. > also 18 above. 
go against sth, be contrary to: И ~es 
against my principles| interests. 


go/go 
go ahead, proceed without hesitation: ‘May 
I start now”? ‘Yes, ~ ahead. Hence, 'go- 
ahead п permission to proceed: give them the 
~-ahead. 

go along. proceed: You may have some diffi- 
culty first but you'll find it easier as you ~ 
along. go along with sb, (a) accompany: 
[ll ~ along with you as far as the corner. (b) 
agree with: J can’t ~ along with you on that 
point. 

go at shb/sth, (a) rush at; attack: They went 
at each other for nearly an hour. (b) deal with 
something energetically: They were ~ing at 
the job for all they were worth, making the 
greatest effort. 

go away, leave. 

go back, (a) return. (b) extend backwards 
in space or time: His family ~es back for hun- 
dreds of years. go back on, fail to keep; 
break or withdraw from, eg a promise: He’s 
not the sort of man who would ~ back/to ~ 
back on his word. 

go behind sb‘s back, do or say something 
without their knowledge. 

go beyond sth, exceed: You’ ve gone beyond 
your instructions. That’s ~ing beyond a joke, is 
too serious to be amusing. 

go by, pass: Time went by slowly. We waited 
for the procession to ~ by. ‘go by sth, be 
guided or directed by: That’s a good rule to ~ 
by. Have we enough evidence to ~ by? go by/ 
under the name ef, be called: My dog ~es 
by the name of Rover. 

go down, (a) (of a ship, etc) sink. (b) (of the 
sun, moon, etc) set. (c) (of food and drink) be 
swallowed. (d) leave a university for the vaca- 
tion, having graduated, etc. (e) (of the sea, 
wind, etc) become calm. (f) (of prices) go low- 
ег: The price of eggs|The cost of living has gone 
down. go down (in sth), be written, record- 
ed or remembered in: /t all ~es down in his 
notebook. Heli ~ down in history as a great 
statesman. go down to, be continued or ex- 
tended as far as: This ‘History of Europe’ ~es 
down to 1970. go down with sb, (a) (of an 
explanation or excuse, of a story, play, etc) be 
accepted or approved: The new teacher doesn’t 
~ down well with his pupils. (6) fall Ш with: 
Poor Peter —he’s gone down with flu. 

до for sb, (a) fetch: Shall I ~ for a doctor? 
(b) attack: The dog went for the postman as 
soon as he opened the garden gate. (с) be ap- 
plicable to: What I have said about Smith ~es 
for you, too. (4) (informal) like, enjoy: J ~ for 
his new sports car. 

goin, (a) enter: The key won't ~ т (the lock). 
She went in (the house, kitchen) to cook the 
dinner. (Ъ) (of the sun, moon, etc) be obscured 
by clouds: The sun has gone in and it’s getting 
cold. go in for sth, (a) take, sit for: ~ in for 
an examination. (b) enter a competition: ~ in 
for the hurdles. (с) have an interest in, etc: ~ 
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in for golf. 

go into sth, (a) enter: ~ into the Army|the 
Church| Parliament. When did Britain ~ into 

Europe, join. the Common Market? (b) busy 

or occupy oneself with: ~ into (the) details| 

particulars; ~ into the evidence. This problem 

will need a lot of ~ing into, will need thorough 

investigation. (c) (allow oneself to) pass into 

(a certain state): ~ into fits of laughter. 

go off, (a) explode; be fired: The gun went off 
by accident. (b) = go bad. г> Баа'(5). (с) 

become unconscious, either in sleep or in a 
faint: Hasn't the baby gone off yet? (9) (of 
events) proceed well, etc: The concert/per- 

formance went off well. (e) (as a stage direc- 

tion in a printed play) leave the stage: Hamlet 
~es off. go off sbh/sth, \ose interest in or 
one’s taste for: Jim seems to have gone off 
Maggie. [ve gone off beer. go off one’s 

head, © head'(20). go off with sb/sth, 

go away with: He’s gone off to Oslo with Paul| 

with my coat in his car. 

go on, (a) (of time) pass: As the months went 
on, he became impatient. (b) behave, esp in a 
wrong, shameful or excited way: /f you ~ on 

like this you'll be expelled. (с) happen; take 
place; be in progress: What’s ~ing on here? 
(d) appear on the stage: She doesn’i ~ on until 
Act Two. (e) take one’s turn at doing some- 

thing; (eg cricket) begin bowling: The captain 

told Snow to ~ on next. 'go on sth, take or 
accept, eg as evidence: What have we got to~ 

on? go on about sth, talk persistently and 

often irritatingly about: / wish you'd stop ~ing 
on about your problems. go on (at sb), nag; 

scold: She ~es on at her husband terribly. be 
going on for, be approaching: He’s ~ing on 

for seventy. go оп to sth/to do sth, do or 
say next: Let’s now ~ on to the next item on the 

agenda. go on (with sth/doing sth}, con- 

tinue, persevere, with: G~ on with your work. 

That’s enough to be ~ing on with, enough for 
our immediate needs. 

go out, (a) leave the room, building, etc: She 
was (all) dressed to ~ out. Out you ~! (В) at- 

tend social functions, go to parties, dances, 

etc: She still ~es out a great deal, even at 

seventy-five. (с) be extinguished: The fire/ 

lights went out. (9) become unfashionable: 

Have mini-skirts gone out? go out to, ‘eave, 

eg one’s own country, and go to: He couldi’t 

get work at home (eg in England) so went out to 
Australia. go out to sb, (of the heart, feel- 
ings) be extended to: Our hearts/sympathies ~ 

out to those poor children orphaned by war. go 

out with sb/out together, (informal) be 

regularly та person’s company: How long has 

Jane been ~ing out with David? How long have 

Jane and David been ~ing out together? 

go over sth, (a) examine the details of: We 

must ~ over the accounts carefully before we 

settle them. (b) lock at; inspect: We should 


like to ~~ over the house before deciding whether 
we want to buy it. (c) rehearse; study or review 
carefully: Let's ~ over this chapter|lesson|the 
тат facts|Scene 2 again. Hence, ,going- 
‘over л (р! goings-over) (a) (informal) pro- 
cess of examining or putting in good working 
order: The document will need a careful ~ing- 
over before we can make a decision. (b) (5): 
The thugs gave him a thorough ~ing-over, 
struck him repeatedly. go over to sb/sth, 
change one’s political party, side, a prefer- 
ence, etc: He has gone over to the Democrats. 

go round, (a) be enough, in number or 
amount, for everyone to have a share: There 
aren't enough apples/isn’t enough whisky to ~ 
round. (b) reach one’s destination by using a 
route other than the usual or nearest way: The 
main road to Worcester was flooded and we had 
to ~ (the long way) round. go round (to a 


place/to do sth): We’re ~ing round to my © 


mother’s]to see my mother at the weekend. go 
round the bend, (informal) become very 
angry, mad, etc. 

go through, (a) (= get through) be passed 
or approved: The Bill (ie in Parliament) did not 
~ through. (b) be concluded: The deal did not 
~ through. go through sth, (a) discuss in 
detail: Let’s ~ through the arguments again. 
(b) search: The police went through his pock- 
ets. (с) perform; take part in: She made him ~ 
through both a civil and religious wedding. (4) 
undergo; suffer: If you only knew what she has 
to ~ through with that husband of hers! (e) 
reach the end of; spend: ~ through a fortune] 
all one’s money. go through with sth, do 
it: He’s determined to ~ through with the mar- 
riage in spite of his parents’ opposition. 

geo to/towards sth, contribute to, be con- 
tributed to: What qualities ~ to the making of 
a statesman? This money can ~ towards the 
motor-bike yow re saving up for. 

go together, accompany; go in a group: 
Let's ~ (to the disco) together. 

go under, (a) sink. (b) (fig) fail; become 
bankrupt: The firm will ~ under unless busi- 
ness improves. 

go up, (a) rise: The temperature is ~ing up. 
Everything went up in the budget except pen- 
sions. (5) be erected: New office blocks are 
~ing up everywhere. (c) be destroyed by ex- 
plosion or fire: The whole building went up in 
flames. (9) enter a university or travel to a 
town, esp the capital: ~ up to London] to town. 
When will you ~ up (eg to Cambridge univer- 
sity)? go up sth, climb: ~ up a tree{ladder| 
walllhill. go up the wall, > wail(1). 

go with sb/sth, (a) accompany: ГИ ~ with 
you. (b) be a normal accompaniment of: Five 
acres of land ~ (together) with the house, be- 
come the property of the buyers or are for the 
use of the tenant. (c) match; be fitting and 
suitable with: These new curtains don't ~ well 
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with your rugs, don’t suit them. or, These сиг- 
tains and rugs don’t ~ together. 

go without (sth), put up with not having: 
There’s no money for a holiday this year — we'll 
just have to ~ without. go without saying, 
be understood without actually being stated: 
It ~es without saying that she’s a good cook. 

go? /gau/ п [С] (pl goes /gouz/) (informal) all 
the go, very popular, fashionable: Pop festi- 
vals were all the ~ last year. be full of go; 
have plenty of до, be full of energy, enthu- 
siasm. be on the go. be very busy, active: 
She’s been on the ~ all day. have a go (at 
sth), make an attempt: He had several ~es at 
the high jump before he succeeded in clearing it. 
The police warned the public not to have a~ be- 
cause the bank raiders were armed, not to try to 
intercept, catch them. make a go of sth, 
make a success of it. at one go, at one at- 
tempt: He blew out all the candles on his birth- 
day cake atone~. 

goad /goud/ п К]1 pointed stick for urging 
cattle on. 2 (fig) something urging a person to 
action. о vf urge; incite: ~ him оп; ~ him into 
stealing. 

goal /goul/ п [C] 1 (in games such as football) 
posts between which (~-mouth) the ball 1$ to 
be driven in order to score; point(s) made by 
doing this: score/kick а ~; win by three ~s to 
one. 2 (fig) object of efforts or ambition: one’s 
~ in life. 
'goal-keeper, player whose duty is to keep 
the bail out of the goal. 

goat /gout/ п [С] small horned animal: 'she-~ 
(or 'nanny-~) being kept for its milk; Ше-^ (or 
'billy-~), male goat. & kid'(1). 
'goat-herd, person who looks after a flock of 
goats. 
'goat-skin, skin of a goat. 

gobble’ /'gpnbl/ vt,vi eat quickly, noisily and 
greedily: ~ up an ice-cream. 

gobble? /'gobl/ vi (of a male turkey) make 
the characteristic sound in the throat. аи [U] 
this sound. 

go-between /'gou bitwi:n/ п [С] person 
who makes arrangements for two persons 
who do not meet at first: т some countries 
marriages are arranged by ~s. 

gob-let /'gnblit/ » [С] glass or pottery 
drinking-vessel with a stem and base and no 
handle. 

gob-lin /'goblin/ я [С] mischievous demon; 
ugly evil spirit. 

god j/god/ п [С] 1 being regarded or 
worshipped as having power over nature and 
control over human affairs; image in wood, 
stone, etc to represent such a being. 2 God, 
the Supreme Being, creator and ruler of the 
universe. God willing, if circumstances per- 
mit. 3 person greatly adored or admired; very 
influential person; something to which exces- 
sive attention is paid. 
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'god-child, 'god-daughter, '‘god-son, 
person for whom a godparent acts as sponsor 
at baptism. 

'god-father, 'god-mother, 'god-parent, 
person who undertakes, when a child is bap- 
tized, to take an active interest т its welfare. 
'god-fearing ad) living a good life and sin- 
cerely religious. 
'god-forsaken adj(of places) dismal: poor. 
'god-send, something (unexpected and) wel- 
come because it 15 a great help in time of need. 

god-dess /'gpdis/ п [С] female god, esp in 
Greek and Latin mythology: Venus, the ~ of 
love. 

god-less /'gpdlis/ adj wicked; not diene be- 
hef in God; not recognizing God. 

god-like /'gpdlaik/ adj like God or a god in 
some quality; suitable for a god.. 

god-ly /‘godli/ adj (-ier, -iest) loving and 
obeying God; deeply religious. 

god.li-ness п [0] 

goggle /'gpgl/ vi roll the eyes about (or at 
something): He ~dat her т surprise. = 

goggles /'gpglz/ п pi (also a a: pair of ~) 
ой glasses with special rims to protect the 
eyes from the wind, dust, etc ста by motor- 
cyclists, etc). 

go-ing /'gsuin/ п © also go’. 1 [UJ condition 
of the. ground, a road, a race-course, etc, for 
walking, riding, etc: The ~ is hard over this 
mountain road. 2 [U] method or speed of 
working or travelling: For a car this old, 50 
miles an hour is good ~. 3 (usually pl) сот- 
ings and ‘goings, (literally or fig) arrivals 
and departures: the comings and ~s in the cor- 
ridors of power. 0.adj the going rate, the 
current price, value. a going concern, pro- 
fitable, active, business. 

goitre (US = goi-ter) /'goita(r)/ п [С] swel- 
ling of the thyroid gland (in the neck). 

gold /gauld/ п [U] 1 precious yellow metal 
used for making coins, ornaments, jewellery, 
etc: £500 in ~, ш gold coins; (used as an adjec- 
tive) а ~ watch{bracelet. 2 money in large 
sums; wealth. 3 (fig) brilliant or precious 
things or qualities: a heart of ~. 4 (also used as 
an adjective) colour of the metal, yellow. 
'\goid-field, area in which goid is found. 
'gold-finch, bright-coloured songbird with 
yellow feathers in the wings. 

'\gold-fish, small red carp kept in bowls or 
ponds. 

igold-'leaf, gold beaten into thin sheets. 
'gold-mine, (a) place where gold is mined. 
(b) (fig) source of wealth, eg a shop that is 
very successful in making money. 


'gold-smith, worker who makes articles of. 


gold. 
‘gold standard, system by which the value 
of money is based on gold. 

golden /'gsulden/ adj1 of gold or like gold in 
value or colour: ~ hair. 2 precious; excellent; 


important: a~ opportunity. 
golden 'handshake, sum of money given 
to a high-ranking member of a company when 
he retires (in recognition of good work). 
the golden 'rule, any important rule of 
conduct. 

golf /golf/ п [U] game played by two or four 
persons with small, hard balls, hit with 'golf- 
clubs into a series of 9 or 18 holes on smooth 
greens?(3) over a stretch of land called a 
'golf-course or 'golf-links. о vi play golf. 
golfer, person who plays golf. 

golly /'gpli/ int (dated sl) (used to express sur- 
prise). 

-gon /-дэп/ suffix angle, corner: polygon. 

gon-dola /‘gondala/ п [C] (p/ ~s) long, flat- 
bottomed boat with high peaks at each end, 
used on canals in Venice. 
gon-do-lier /,gonda'lia(r)/ и [С] man Bate 
propels a gondola. 

gone /gpn/ pp of go’. 

goner /'gona(r) US: 'go:n-/ в [С] (50) person 
who, thing that, is ruined or doomed. 

gong /gpn/ п [С] metal disc with а turned rim 
giving a resonant note when: struck. with a 
stick. с vf strike a gong. 

gon-or-rhea (also -rheea) /,gono! = п [UJ 
contagious venereal disease. 

good! /gud/ adj (better, best) 1 а the 
right or desired qualities; giving satisfaction: 
That 15 а ~ (eg sharp) knife, but this one is bet- 
ter. This is ~ (= fertile) soil. She’sa~ cook. 2 
beneficial; wholesome: Milk is ~ for children. 
Exercise is ~ for you. 3 efficient; competent; 
able to do satisfactorily what 1s required: a ~ 
teacher|/driver/worker; ~ at mathematics] 
languages. 4 pleasing; agreeable: ~ news. It’s 
~ to be home again. be a good thing, be 
something that one approves of, enjoys: Do 
you think lower taxes are а ~ thing? put т/ 
say a good word for sb, say something in 
his favour. have a good time, enjoy 
oneself. (аЙ) in good time, ага suitable or 
advantageous time. in good time, early. 5 
kind; benevolent; willing to help others: /1 was 
~ of you to help them. Will you be ~ enough 
tolbe so ~ as to come early? so far, so 
‘good, © far?(2). 6 (used in exclamations of 
surprise, shock, etc): \G~ 'God! ,G~ 'Grac- 
ious! ,G~ 'Heavens! 7 thorough: sound; сот- 
plete: give her a ~ beating/scoiding; finda ~ 
excuse. have a good mind to do sth, > 
mind'(2). 8 strong: vigorous: His eyesight is 
still ~~. 9 fresh; eatable: Fish does not siay ~ т 
hot weather. 10 reliable; safe; sure: a car with 
~ brakes. good for, (a) safely to be trusted 
for (the amount stated): His credit is ~ for 
£5000. (b) having the necessary strength, in- 
clination, etc: My car is ~ for another year. 
(c) valid: The return half of the ticket is ~ for 
three months. 11 (esp of a child) well behaved; 
not giving trouble: 7ry to be a ~ boy. as 
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good as gold, well-behaved. 12 morally ex- 
cellent; virtuous: live a ~ life. 13 (used in 
forms of greeting and farewell): G~ morning/ 
afternoon|evening/night. 14 considerable in 
number, quantity, etc: а ~ deal of money;a~ 
many people; a~ few, many. We've come а > 
way, a long way. 15 not less than; more than: 
We waited fora~ hour. 16 as good as, prac- 
tically, almost: He as ~ as said I was a liar, 
suggested that I was a har without actually us- 
ing the word ‘liar’. > also new(1).17 make 
good, accomplish what one attempts; prosp- 
er: He went to Canada, where he soon made ~. 
'good-for-nothing adj, п [С] worthless (per- 
son). 
,good 'humour, cheerful mood; happy state 
of mind. Hence, ,ood-'humoured adj 
igood-'looking adj beautiful; handsome. 
,good-'natured adj kind; ready and willing 
to help others. 
9009 'sense, soundness of judgement. 
good? /gud/ п [U] 1 that which is good; what 
is morally nght, beneficial, advantageous, 
profitable, etc; that which has use, worth, 
value: /?’'s по ~ (my) talking to him. Was his 
advice ever any ~? What ~ was it? This gadget 
isn't much ~. do. good, help (through charit- 
able works, etc). (do. sth) for the good of, 


in order to benefit: He works for the ~ of the - 


country. for sb‘s own good, for his benefit: 
Is it right to deceive people, even if it’s for their 
own ~? do (sb) good, help or benefit. him: 
Eat more fruit— it will do you~. 2 for good 
(and all), permanently; finally: He says that 
he’s leaving the country for ~, intending never 
to return to it. 3 good or virtuous persons: G~ 
and bad alike respected the parson. 4 (pl) mov- 
able property; merchandise: He buys and sells 
leather ~s. deliver the goods, (informal) 
produce what is expected; fulfil a promise. 5 
(pl) things carried by rail, etc (contrasted with 
passengers): a'~s agent/station|train. 

good-bye /|,gud'bai/ int, п [С] (expression) 
(used when leaving). 

good-ish /'gudiJ/ adj quite large, extensive, 
etc: /’5а > walk from here. 

good-ness /'gudnis/ и 0] 1 quality of being 
good; virtue: ~ of heart. have the good- 
ness to, (formal) be kind enough to: Have 
the ~ to come this way, please. 2 strength or es- 
sence: meat with all the ~ boiled out. 3 (in ex- 
clamations) used instead of God: G~ Grac- 
ious! G~ me! For ~ sake! Thank ~! 

goods /gudz/n pl > good?(4,5). 

good-will /,gud'wil/ п [U] 1 friendly feeling: 
a policy of ~ in international relations. 2 good 
relationship of a business with its customers: 
The ~ is to be sold with the business. 

goofy /'gu:fi/ adj (-ier, -iest) (s/) 1 having 
long, protruding top teeth. 2 silly. 

goose /gu:s/ n (р/ geese /gi:s/) 1 [С] water 
bird larger than а duck; female of this, > 


gander. 2 [0] its flesh as food. 3 [С] (dated in- 
formal) mildly foolish person. 
'goose-flesh, rough bristling skin caused by 
cold or fear. 
'goose-step, way of marching without 
bending the knees. 

goose-berry /'guzbri US: 'gu:sberi/ и [С] 
(pi -ies) (bush with a) green, hairy berry. play 
gooseberry, be present with two persons, eg 
lovers, who prefer to be alone. 

gore /go:(r)/ vt pierce, wound, with the horns 
or tusks: ~d to death by a bull. 

gorge /g9:d3/ и [С]1 narrow opening, usually 
with a stream, between hiils or mountains. 2 
guilet; contents of the stomach: His ~ rose at 
the sight[1t made his ~ rise, He was disgusted. 
О vi,vt eat greedily: ~ on rich food; gorging 
oneself with meat. 

gorg-eous /'go:d3as/ adj 1 richly coloured; 
magnificent: a ~ sunset. 2 (informal). giving 
pleasure and satisfaction: ~ weather; a ~ 
dress. 
gorg-eous-ly adv 

gor-illa /ga'rlo/ м [С] (р! а man-sized, 
tree-climbing African ape. 

gor-man-dize (also -ise) /'go:msndaiz/ vi 
(formal) eat greedily for pleasure. 

gorse /go:s/. [U] evergreen shrub with sharp 
thorns and yellow flowers growing on waste 
land. 

gory /'go:ri/ adj (-ier, -iest) ое with 
blood. 

gosh /gpf/ int (s/) exclamation of surprise. 

gos-ling /'gozlin/[C] young goose. 

gos-pel /'gpspi/ 1 G~, (the life and teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ as recorded in the) first 
four books of the New Testament; any one of 
these four books. 2 [C] thing that may be be- 
heved with confidence; principle or set of prin- 
ciples that one acts upon or believes in: the ~ 
of health. 
;Gospel 'oath, oath sworn on the Gospeis: 
;Gospel 'truth, truth contained in the Gos- 
pels or as true as the Gospels. 

gos:sa-mer /'gpsama(r)/ п 1 [СУ] (thread 
of the) fine silky substance of webs made by 
small spiders. 2 [U] soft, light, delicate cloth: a 
~ veil. 

gos:sip /'gpsip/ и 1 [U] idle, often critical, 
talk about the affairs of other peopie: Don’t 
believe all the ~ you hear. 2 [0] informal writ- 
ing about persons and social happenings, eg in 
letters ог ш newspapers: (as an adjective) the 
'~ column, of a newspaper; a'~ writer. 3 [С] 
instance of gossip: have a good ~ with a neigh- 
bour over the garden fence. 4 [С] person who is 
fond of gossip(1): She’s an old ~~. в vi {-pp-) 
talk or write gossip. 

got pt,pp of get. > also have?,* 

Gothic /'gp@ik/ adj 1 of the style of archi- 
tecture common in Western Europe in the 
12th to 16th centuries, characterized by point- 
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ed arches, groups of columns, etc. 2 of the 
18th century style of romantic literature: ~ 
novels. a п [М] Gothic language or archi- 
tecture. 

got-ten pp (in US) of get. 

gouache /gu:'a:f/ п 1 [U] opaque watercol- 
our paint. 2 [U] method of painting using this 
material. 3[C] picture painted by this method. 


abroad. a п [С] 1 sudden snatch: make a ~ at 
something. 2 mechanical device for taking up 
and holding something to be lifted or moved. 
up for grabs, (informal) available for 
anyone to take, buy, etc: The house is up for 
WS. 

grab-ber, person who grabs or whose chief 
aim in life appears to be making money. 


gouge /gaud3/ п [С] tool with a sharp semi- grace /greis/n 1 (U] quality of being pleasing, 


circular edge for cutting grooves in wood. а vt 
cut, shape, force out, (as) with a gouge: ~ out 
а person’s eye with one’s thumb. 

gou-lash /'gu:lef/ п [C,U] (dish of) stew of 
steak and vegetables, seasoned with paprika. 

gourd /guad/ п [С] 1 (large, hard-skinned 
fleshy fruit of) kinds of climbing or trailing 
plant. 2 bottle or bowl made from the dried 
skin of this fruit. 

gour-mand /'guomend/ n{C] lover of food. 

gour-met /доэте/ и [C] person who en- 
joys, and is expert in the choice of, delicate 
food, wines, etc. 

gout /gavt/ п [U] disease causing painful 
swellings in joints, esp toes, knees and fingers. 

gov-ern /'gavon/ vt,vi1 rule (a country, etc). 
2 control or direct the public affairs of (a city, 
country, etc). 3 control: ~ one’s temper. 3 
{usually passive) determine; influence: be ~ed 
by the opinions of others. 4 (gram) (esp of a 
verb or preposition) require, make necessary (a 
certain case or form of another word). 


attractive or beautiful, esp in structure or 
movement: She danced with ~|with а ~ that 
surprised us. 2 (usu p/) pleasing manner; ele- 
gance. airs and graces, ways of speaking 
and behaving that are intended to impress and 
attract people. 3 [U] favour; goodwill. give 
sb a week's, etc grace. allow him an extra 
week, etc before requiring him to fulfil an obli- 
gation. 4 do sth with a good/bad grace, 
do it willingly/reluctantly. г> also saving. 5 
short prayer of thanks before or after a meal: 
say (а) ~. 6 [0] God’s mercy and favour to- 
wards mankind; influence and result of this. 
т a state of grace, being influenced by the 
strength and inspiring power of God; having 
received the Sacraments. fal/ from grace, 
fali to a lower moral state. 7 as a title, used 
when speaking of or to an archbishop, duke or 
duchess: His/Her{ Your G~.a vt add grace to; 


confer honour or dignity on; be an ornament 


to: The occasion was ~d by the presence of the 
Queen. 


gov-ern-ing adj having the power or rightto grace-ful /'gretsfl/ adj having or showing 


govern: the ~ing body of aschooljcollege. 
gov-ern-ess /'gavenis/ п [С] woman who is 


grace(1,4):a~ dancer, a~ letter of thanks. 
grace- fully /-fali/ adv 


employed to teach young children ina private grace-less gretslis/ adj without 


family. 
gov-ern-ment /'gavnmoant/ я 1 [0] govern- 


grace(1,4); without a sense of what is right 
and proper: ~ behaviour. 


ing; power to govern: What the country needs Qg¥a-Cious /'greifas/ adj 1 (of persons and 


is strong ~. 2 [0] method or system of govern- 
ing: We prefer democratic ~. 3 [С] ministry; 
body of persons governing a State: The Prime 
Minister has formed a G~, has selected Minis- 
ters for the Cabinet. The G~ was criticized by 
the Opposition. 


their behaviour) pleasant; kind; agreeable: /t 
was ~ of her to come. 2 (of God) merciful. 3 
(in exclamations) expressing surprise: Good 
G~! Goodness G~! 

gra-cious-ly аду 

gra-cious-ness л [0] 


gov-ern-mental /,gavn'mentl/ adj connect- gra-da-tion /gra'deifn/ п 1 [©] step, stage, 


ed with government. 
gov-ernor /'gavona(r)/ я [К] 1 person who 
governs a province or colony or (US) a State: 


degree in development. 2 [U] gradual change 
from one thing to another or from one state to 
another. 


the G~ of New York State. 2 member of the grade! /greid/ п [C]1 step, stage or degree in 


governing body of an institution (eg a school 
in England, a college, a hospital). 
,wovernor-'general, (in the British Com- 
monwealth) representative of the British 
Government, having no special powers: the 
G~-General of Canada. | 

gown /gaun/ л [С] 1 woman’s dress, esp one 
for special occasions: a 'dressing-~|'night-~. 
2 loose, flowing robe worn by members of a 
university, judges, etc. 


rank, quality, value, etc; number or class of 
things of the same kind: The rank of major is 
one ~ higher than that of captain. This pupil 
has a high ~ of intelligence. 2 (US) division of 
the school course; one year’s work; pupils in 
such a division. 3 the mark, eg 80%, or rating, 
eg ‘Excellent’ or ‘Fair’, given to a pupil for his 
work in school. make the grade, (informal) 
reach a good standard; do as well as is re- 
quired. 4(US) = gradient. 


grab /greb/ vi,vi (-bb-) take roughly, selfish- grade? /greid/ vt 1 put in order in grades or 


ly or eagerly: The dog ~bed the bone and ran 
off with it. He ~bed ai the opportunity of going 


classes: ~d by size. 2 make land (esp for 
roads) more level by reducing the slope. 


271 


gradi-ent /'greidiont/ п [С] degree of slope. 

grad-ual /'gred3zuel/ adj 1 taking place by 
degrees. 2 (of a slope) not steep. 
grad-ually /-d3ul:/ adv by degrees. 

grad-uate' /'gred3zuat/ п [С] 1 (GB) person 
who holds a university degree, esp the first, of 
Bachelor’s, degree: London ~s; а ~ student; 
post-~ studies. 2 (US) person who has com- 
pleted a course at an educational! institution: 
high school ~s. 

grad-uate? /'gredueit/ vt,vi 1 mark with de- 
grees for measuring: a ruler ~d in both inches 
and centimetres. 2 arrange according to grade. 
3 successfully complete an academic course. 


gradu-ation /gredzu'eifn/ п [C,U} (a) 


graduating or being graduated. (b) ceremony 
at which degrees are conferred. 

graf-fiti /gro'fi:ti/ п р/ (/t) drawing, words, 
scratched or written on a hard surface, esp a 
wall. 

graft’ /gra:ft US: greft/ п [С] 1 shoot froma 
branch or twig of a living tree, fixed in another 
tree to form a new growth. 2 (in surgery) piece 
of skin, bone, etc from a living person or ani- 
mal, transplanted on another body or another 
part of the same body. с vf,vi put a graft in or 
on: ~ one variety onjupon|in|into another; ~ 
new Skin. 

graft? /gra:ft US: greft/ п [C,U] (instance of) 
getting business advantages, profit-making, 
etc by taking wrong advantage of connections 
in politics, municipal business, etc. в vi prac- 
tise graft. 

grain /grein/ n 1 [U] (collective sing) small, 
hard seed of food plants such as wheat and 
rice: a cargo of ~. 2 [С] single seed of such a 
plant: eat up every ~ of rice. 3 [К] tiny, hard 
bit: ~s of sand/sugar. 4 [С] (fig) small amount: 
a boy without a~ of intelligence. 5[C] smallest 
unit of weight, 1/7000 lb or 0-065 gr. 6 [U] 
natural arrangement or pattern of the lines of 
fibre in wood, etc as зсеп on a surface that has 
been sawn or cut: woods of fine/coarse ~. be/ 
go againsi the grain, (fiz) be undesirable, 
unpleasant. 

gram /grem/ > gramme. 

-gram /-дгет/ suffix something written 
down or drawn: felegram; diagram. 

gram-mar /'grema(r)/ п [U] study or science 
of rules for the combination of words into sen- 
tences (syntax), and the forms of words (mor- 
phology). 
‘grammar school, (in GB) secondary 
school for more intelligent children. 

gram-mar-ian /gro'meorian/ и [С] expert in 
grammar. 

gram-mati-cal /gra'metikl/ adj of, con- 
forming to, the rules of grammar: а ~ error. 
gram-mati-cally /-kli/ adv 

gramme /дгет/ (also gram) n [С] metric 
unit of weight; weight of one cubic centimetre 
of water at maximum density. 


gradient/grant 


gramo-phone /'gremofaun/ п [С] (dated 
but still used in the expression ~ record) = 
record-player. 

gran-ary Логепоп/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 store- 
house for grain. 2 region producing large 
amounts of grain. 

grand /grend/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (in official 
titles) chief; most important: G~ Master, eg 
of some orders of knighthood; a ~ master, 
chess champion. 2 of most or greatest impor- 
tance: the ~ finale. 3 magnificent; splendid: 
living in ~ style. 4 self-important; proud: He 
puts on a very ~ manner|air. 5 (informal) very 
fine or enjoyable: We had a ~ time. What ~ 
weather! 6 full; complete: a ~ orchestra, one 
with all kinds of instruments (not strings 
only); the ~ total, including everything. 0 n 
[С] (informal 1 grand piano. 2 thousand 
pounds or dollars. 
grand pi'ano, large piano with horizontal 
strings. 
iGrand 'Prix /gra:n 'pri:/, (motor-racing) one 
of several international races. 
'grand-stand, rows of roofed seats for spec- 
tators at races, sports meetings, etc. 
grandly adv 

grand- prefix one generation more remote. 
'grand-aunt/-uncle, aunt/uncle of either of 
one’s parents. 
igrand-child/-daughter/-son, 
son of one’s son or daughter. 
igrand-father/-mother, father/mother of 
one’s father or mother. 
'grand-father(‘s) 'clock, clock worked by 
weights in a tall wooden case. 
'grand-nephew/-niece, son/daughter of 
one’s nephew or niece. 

grandad, grand-dad /'grended/ n [C] 
(informal) grandfather. 

gran-deur /'grendza(r)/ п [U] greatness; 
magnificence: the ~ of the Swiss Alps; а man 
with delusions of ~. 

gran-di-ose /‘grendisus/ adj planned on ап 
impressive scale; imposing. 

grand-ma /'grenma:/ n [С] 
grandmother. 

grand-pa /'grenpa:/ п [С] (informai) grand- 
father. 

grange /greind3/ п [С] country house with 
farm buildings attached. 

gran-ite /‘grenit/ я [9] hard, usuaily grey, 
stone used for building. 

granny, grannie /'greni/ п [С] (informal) 
grandmother. 

grant /gra:nt 05: grent/ vt 1 give or allow 
(what 1s asked for): ~ a favour/request. 2 agree 
(that something is true): He’s a nice person, РИ 
~ you that. take sth for granted, accept it 
as true or as certain without discussion. ол [С] 
something granted, eg money from a govern- 
ment: ~s towards the cost of a university edu- 
cation. 


daughter/ 


(informal) 


granular /grave 


granular /'grenjola(r)/ adj of or like grains. 

granu-late /'grenjuleit/ угу form into 
grains; roughen the surface of. 
granulated ‘sugar, sugar in the form of 
small crystals. 

gran-ule /'grenju:l/n[C] small grain. 

grape /greip/ п [С] green or purple berry 
growing in clusters on vines, as used for mak- 
ing wine: a bunch of ~s. 
'grape-vine n [С] (a) kind of vine on which 
grapes grow. (b) (fig) means by which news 
gets about, eg in an office, school or a group of 
friends: / heard on the ~-vine that Jill is to be 
promoted. 

grape-fruit /'greipfru:t/ и [С] (р! with or 
without -s) (usually yellow) fruit like a large 
orange but with a sour taste. 

graph /gref/ п [С] diagram consisting of a 
line or lines showing the variation of two 
quantities, eg the temperature at each hour. 
'graph paper, paper with small squares of 
equal size. 

-graph /-gra:f US: -gref/ suffix some nae 
written down: autograph. 
-graphic /-grefik/: telegraphic. 
-graphy /-grofi/: calligraphy. 

graphic /'grzfik/ adj 1 of visual symbols (eg 
lettering, diagrams, drawings): a ~ artist. 2 
(of descriptions) giving a clear and easily un- 
derstood image: а ~ account of the Ба. а п 
(p/) lettering, drawings, etc. 
graphi-cally /-kli/ adv (a) by writing or 
diagrams. (b) vividly. 

graph-ite /'grefait/ п [U] soft, black sub- 
stance (a form of carbon) as used in making 
lead pencils. 

grap-nel /'grepnal/ п [С] 1 anchor with 
many hooks. 2 instrument like this formerly 
used in sea battles for holding enemy ships. 

grapple /'grepl/ vi 1 seize firmly; struggle 
with at close quarters: ~ with an enemy. 2 (fig) 
try to deal with (a problem, etc): grappling 
with staff problems. 
'grappling-iron, grapnel. 

grasp /gra:sp US: gresp/ vt,vi 1 seize firmly 
with the hand(s) or arm(s): ~ his hand|/a горе. 
2 understand: ~ an argument/her meaning. 3 
grasp at, try to seize; accept eagerly: ~ at an 
opportunity. a п [С] (usually sing) firm hold or 
grip; (power of) grasping: in the ~ of a wicked 
enemy; have a thorough ~ of the problem; a 
problem withinjbeyond my ~, that I can/ 
cannot understand. 
grasp-ing adj greedy (for money, etc): a 
~ ing COUSIN. 

grass /gra:s US. gres/ и 1 [U] kinds of com- 
mon, wild, low-growing, green plant. 2 [C] 
(with p/ ~es) any species of this plant (includ- 
ing, in botanical use, cereals, reeds and bam- 
boos). 3[U] grazing land; pasture. 
'grass-land, area of land covered with grass 
where there are few trees. 
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igrass-'roots п p/ (often used as an adjective) 
ordinary people especially in relation to polit- 
ics: a~roots rebellion. 
grass 'widow, wife whose husband is 
temporarily not living with her. 
grassy adj (-ier, -iest) covered with grass. 

grass-hopper /'gra:shppo(r) US: 'gres-/ и 
[С] jumping insect which makes a shrill, chirp- 
ing noise. 

grate’ /greit/ п [С] (metal frame for ВЕ 
coal, etc in a) fireplace. 

grate? /greit/ vt,vi 1 rub into small pieces, 
usually against a rough surface; rub small bits 
off: ~ cheese. 2 make a harsh noise by rub- 
bing: The gate ~s on its hinges. 3 (fig) have an 
irritating effect (on a person, his nerves): His 
bad manners ~d on everyone. a п [С] (usually 
sing) harsh noise made by rubbing: the ~ of a 
door on its hinges. 
grater, device with a rough я Гог Е 
ing food, etc. 
grat-ing-ly adv 

grate-ful /'greitfl/ adj feeling or showing 
thanks: We are ~ to you for your зар, 
grate- fully /-fali/ adv . 

grat-ify /'gretifai/ vt (рёрр -ied) 1 give 
pleasure or satisfaction to: Гт gratified to 
know that you have been successful. 2 give what 
is desired to: ~ achild’s curiosity. 
grat-ify-ing adj pleasing: /t is very ~ing to 
know that you like this dictionary. 
grati-fi-ca-tion / gretifi'keifn/1[C,U] 

grat-ing /'greitin/ п [С] framework of 
wooden or metal bars, either parallel or cross- 
ing one another, placed across an opening, eg 
a window, to keep out burglars or to allow air 
to flow through. 

gra-tis /'grztis/ adv, adj free of charge: be 
admitted~. 

grati-tude /‘grztitju:d US: -tu:d/ п [0] being 
grateful: We showed our ~ for his help by buy- 
ing hima present. 

gra-tu-itous /gra'tju:itas US: -'tu:-/ adj 1 
given, obtained or done, without payment: ~ 
service/information|help|advice. 2 done ог 
given, acting, without good reason: a ~ insult. 
gra-tu-itous-ly adv 

gra-tu-ity /gro'tju:ati US: -'tu:-/ и [С] (pl -ies) 
1 gift (of money in addition to pay or pension) 
to a retiring employee for services. 2 money 
given to a member of the armed forces at the 
end of his period of service. 3 tip (for service). 

grave! /greiv/ adj (-r, -st) serious; requiring 
careful consideration: ~ news. 
gravely adv 

grave? /greiv/ и [С] hole dug in the ground for 
a dead body; the earth or the monument over 
it. have one foct in the grave, be nearing 
death, be very old. 
'grave-stone, stone over a grave, with the 
name, etc of the person buried there. 
'grave-yard burial ground; cemetery. 
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grave® /gra:v/ п [С] (also ~ accent) mark (`) 
placed over a vowel to indicate how it is to be 
sounded (as in French mere). 

gravel /'grevi/n[U] small stones with coarse 
sand, as used for roads and paths. с vr (-ll-, 
US also -1-} cover with gravel. 

graven /'greivn/ adj carved: а ~ image, an 
idol. 

gravi-tate /'greviteit/ vi move or be attract- 
ed: ~ towards the cities. 
gravi-ta-tion /,grevi'tei{n/ и [U] (a) process 
of gravitating. (b) gravity(1). 

gravity /'grevoti/ п [0] 1 force of attraction 
between any two objects, esp that force which 
attracts objects towards the centre of the 
earth. 2 weight: centre of ~. 3 quality of being 
serious or solemn: the ~ of the international 
situation. 

gravy /'grervi/ п [U] juice which comes from 
meat while it is cooking; sauce made from this. 
'gravy-boat, vessel in which gravy is served 
at table. 

gray /дге!/ аа), п > grey. 

graze" /greiz/ vi,vi 1 (of cattle, sheep, etc) eat 
growing grass: cattle grazing in the fields. 2 put 
(cattle, etc) in fields to graze. 

graze? /greiz/ vi,vi touch or scrape lightly i in 
passing; rub the skin from: The bullet ~d his 
cheek. The boy ~d his knees when he fell. a п 
[C] place where the skin is grazed. 

grease /gri:s/ п [0] 1 animal fat, esp when 
semi-liquid. 2 any similar semi-liquid sub- 
stance. о vt put or rub grease on or in (esp 
parts of a machine). grease sb‘s palm, 
bribe him. 
igrease-gun, device for forcing grease into 
the parts of an engine, machine, etc. 
igrease-paint n[U] make-up used by actors. 

greasy /'gri:si/ adj (-ier, -iest) covered with 
grease; slippery: ~ fingers; a~ road. 
greas.ily /-ali/ adv 

great /greit/ adj (-er, -est) 1 well above the 
average In size, quantity or degree: take ~ 
care о}; a~ friend of mine, one for whom I feel 
more than ordinary friendship; a ~ work of 
art. 2 of remarkable ability or character: ~ 
men; а ~ painter/musician. 3 important; of 
high rank or position: a ~ occasion; Alexand- 
er the G~. 4 (informal) implying surprise, in- 
dignation, contempt, etc according to context: 
Take your ~ big head out of my light! 5 the 
larger of two. 6 (used with words showing 
quantity, etc): а ~ deal, very much; а ~ пит- 
ber, very many. 7 (informal) splendid: We had 
а ~ time in Paris. great at, clever or skilful 
at. 
Great Bear, aconstellation. 
;Great 'Britain, England, Wales and Scot- 
land, excluding Northern Ireland. 
Great 'Lakes, series of five large lakes in N 
America along the border between Canada 
and the US. : к. 


дгауе / дгееп 


the Great War, that of 1914— 18. 
great-ly ady much; by much: ~/y amused. 
great-ness и [0] 

great- /greit/ prefix showing one more репег- 
ation remote than grand-: ,~-'grandfather, 
one’s mother’s or father’s grandfather; ,~- 
~-'grandfather, one’s grandmother’s or 
grandfather’s grandfather. 

greaves /gri:vz/ п р/ pieces of armour to 
protect the shins. 

grebe /gri:b/ п [С] kinds of diving bird. 

Gre-cian /‘gri:{[n/ adj (eg of architecture, pot- 
tery, culture and features of the face) Greek. 

greed /gri:d/ п [0] strong desire for more 
food, wealth, etc, esp for more than is right or 
reasonable. 

greedy /‘gri:di/ adj (-ier, -iest) filled with 
greed: Гт not hungry, just ~. Не’5 ~ fer ват! 
honours. 
greed. ily /-ali/ adv 
greedi-ness п [0] 

Greek /gri:k/ п member of the Greek race, 
either of ancient Greece or modern Greece; 
the Greek language. It’s Greek to те/ 
him, Не can’t understand it. о adj of 
Greece, its people, or the Greek language. 

green’ /gri:n/ adj (-er, -est) 1 of the colour 
between blue and yellow, the colour of grow- 
ing grass. 2 (of fruit) not yet ripe: ~ apples; (of 
wood) not yet dry enough for use: G~ wood 
does not burn well. 3 (a) inexperienced; un- 
trained: He’s still ~ at his job. (b) easily de- 
ceived: Гт not so ~ as to believe that. 4 (fig) 
flourishing; full of vigour: keep a person’s me- 
mory ~, not allow it to fade. 5 (of the com- 
plexion) pale; sickly looking. green with 
envy, jealous. 
green ‘belt, wide area of iand round a town, 
where building is controlled (by town- 
planning) so that there are fields, woods, etc. 
green fingers, (informal) skill in gardening. 
'‘green-fly, kinds of small insect. 
'green-gage /-geid3/. kind of plum with 
greenish-yellow skin and flesh. 
'green-grocer, shopkeeper selling vege- 
tables and fruit. 

'green-grocery, business of, things sold by, 
a greengrocer. 

'green-house, building with sides and roof 
of giass, used for growing plants. 

green ‘light, give sbh/get the green 
light, permission to do something, etc. 
‘green room, room in a theatre for actors 
and actresses when they are not on the stage. 
'green-stuffs, vegetables. 

igreen ‘tea, tea made from steam-dried 
leaves. 

green? /gri:n/ п 1 [C,U] green colour: а girl 
dressed in ~; a picture in ~s and blues. 2 (pl) 
green leaf vegetables, eg cabbage, before or 
after cooking. 3 area of land with growing 
grass: (a) as public or common land: the vil- 


greenery /grind 


lage ~. (b) for the game of bowls: a 'bowling- 
^. (с) surrounding a hole on a golf-course: a 
putting ~. 

greenery /'gri:nori/ и [Ч] green foliage: the 
~ of the woods in spring. 

green-ish /'gri:niJ/ adj a little green: (used in 
compounds) ,~-'yellow. 

Greenwich /'grinid3/ я suburb of London 
east and west of which longitude ts measured. 
Greenwich (Mean) Time, (abbr GMT), 
mean? time for the meridian of Greenwich, 
used as a basis for calculating time in most 
parts of the world (now called Universal time). 

greet /gri:t/ vt 1 welcome; express one’s feel- 
ings on receiving (news, etc); write (in a letter) 
words expressing respect, friendship, etc: ~ a 
friend by saying ‘Good morning! ; ~ someone 
with a smile. 2 (formal) (of sights and sounds) 
meet the eyes and ears: the view that ~ed us at 
the hill-top. 
greet-ing, first words or act used on seeing a 
person or in writing to a person; this expres- 
sion or act: ‘Good morning’ and ‘Dear Sir’ are 
~ings; а '~ings telegram, one sent with, eg 
birthday greetings. 

greg-ari-ous /gri'georias/ adj 1 living in 
groups or societies. 2 liking the company of 
others. 

Greg-or-ian /gri'go:rion/ adj of the kind of 
church music named after Pope Gregory I 
(540 —604): ~ chant. 
:Gregorian ‘calendar, the calendar intro- 
duced by Pope Gregory XIII (1502 —85), with 
the days and months arranged as now. 

gre-nade /gri'neid/ и [С] small bomb thrown 
by hand. 

grena-dier /,greno'dio(r)/ п [С] 1 (formerly) 
soldier who threw grenades. 2 soldier in the 
G~ws, the Сл Guards, British infantry 
regiment. 

grew /gru:/ pt of grow. 

grey, (also gray) /grei/ adj (-er, -est) be- 
tween black and white, coloured lke ashes: 
His hair has turned ~. в п [М] grey colour: 
dressed т ~, grey clothes. а vt,vi make or be- 
come grey. 

‘grey matter, (a) nervous tissue of the 
brain. (b) (fig) intellect. 

grey-hound /'grethaund/ и [С] thin, long- 
legged dog, able to run fast, used in racing. 

grey:ish /'greuJ/ adja little grey. 

grid /grid/ n [С] 1 system of overhead cables 
carried on pylons, for distributing electric cur- 
rent over a large area. 2 network of squares on 
maps, numbered for reference. 3 grating: a 
‘cattle ~, one placed in the ground at a gate, 
etc to prevent cattle from getting out. 

griddle лага п [С] circular iron plate used 
for cooking cakes. 

grid-iron /'gridaton/ п [С] 1 framework of 
metal bars used for cooking meat or fish over 
a clear fire. 2 field for American football. 

grief /gri:f/n1{U] deep or violent sorrow: die 


274 


of ~. 2 [С] something causing grief: His failure 
was a great ~ to his parents. 3 bring sb/ 
come to grief, cause him/oneself to ex- 
perience misfortune, injury or ruin. 

griev-ance /'gri:vans/ п [С] real or imagined 
cause for complaint or protest (against): A 
strike seemed to be the only way of expressing 
their ~s. 

grieve /gri:v/ vt,vi cause grief to; feel grief: ~ 
for the dead|over his death. 

griev-ous /'gri:vas/ adj 1 causing grief or 
suffering: a ~ railway accident; ~ wrongs. 2 
severe: ~ рат; ~ bodily harm, (as when a per- 
son injures another in a robbery, etc). 
griev-ous-ly adv 

grif-fin /‘grifin/ (also gry-phon /'grifn/) я 
(in Greek myth) creature with the head and 
wings of an eagle and a lion’s body. 

grill /gril/n[C]1 = grating; grille; gridiron. 2 
dish of meat, etc cooked directly over or under 
great heat. с vt,vi 1 cook, be cooked, under or 
over great heat. 2 (fig) expose oneself to great 
heat: lie ~ing in the hot sun. 3 (eg of the police) 
question relentlessly and severely: They ~ed 
him for hours but he refused to give any names. 

grille /gril/ [C]1 screen of parallel bars used 
to close an open space, eg in a convent. 2 simi- 
lar screen over a counter, eg in a post office or 
bank as a protection. 

grim /grim/ adj (-mer, -mest) stern; severe; 
without mercy: а ~ struggle; a ~ smile/ 
expression. hold on like ,grim ‘death, very 
firmly. 
grim-ly adv 
grim-ness n[U] 

gri-mace /gri'meis US: 'grimis/ п [С] ugly, 
twisted expression of pain, disgust, etc or ш- 
tended to cause laughter: Only rude children 
make ~s.a vimake grimaces. 

grime /graim/ п [0] dirt, esp a coating on the 
surface of something or on the body: a face 
covered with ~ and sweat.a vt make dirty with 
grime: ~d with dust. 
grimy /'graim:/ adj (-ier, -est) covered with 
grime. 

grin /grin/ vi,vt (-nn-) 1 smile broadly so as to 
show the teeth, expressing amusement, foolish 
satisfaction, contempt, etc: ~ning with de- 
light; ~ from ear to ear. grin and bear it, 
put up with pain, disappointment, etc uncom- 
plainingly. 2 express by grinning: He ~ned his 
approval. an[C}act of grinning. 

grind /graind/ vt,vi (pt,pp ground /graund/) 
1 crush to grains or powder between mill- 
stones, the teeth, etc: ~ coffee beans; ~ corn 
into flour. 2 be capable of grinding: This wheat 
~s well. 3 (fig) wear down the spirit: people 
who were ground (down) by poverty. 4 polish, 
shape or sharpen by rubbing on or with a 
rough, hard surface: ~ а knifejlens. 5 rub 
harshly together, esp with a circular motion: 
~ one’s teeth (together), ~ one’s heel into the 
ground. 6 work by turning; produce by turn- 
ing: ~ a barrel-organ. grind to a halt, (a) 
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(of a vehicle) stop noisily. (b) (fig) (of a pro- 
cess) stop slowly: The strikes brought industry 
~ing to а halt. 7 (cause to) work or study hard 
and long: ~ away at one’s studies.an 1 [С] act, 
noise of grinding. 2 [0] (informal) long, mono- 
tonous task: Do you find learning Englisha~? 

grinder /‘gramda(r)/ п [С] thing or person 
that grinds, eg an apparatus for grinding cof- 
fee: a'coffee-~; ап 'organ-~, person who pro- 
duces tunes by turning the handle of a barrel- 
organ. 

grind-stone /‘graindstoun/ п [С] stone 
shaped like a wheel, turned on an axle, used 
for sharpening tools. keep sbh’s nose to 
the grindstone, force him to work hard 
without rest. 

grip /grip/ vt,vi (-pp-) 1 take and keep a firm 
hold of; seize firmly: The frightened child ~~ ped 
its mother’s hand. The brakes failed to ~ and 
the car ran into a wall. 2 hold the attention of: 
The speaker ~ ped the attention of his audience. 
The film is a орт? story of love and hate.aon1 
(sing only except as shown) act, manner or 
power of gripping: let go one’s ~ of a rope; 
have a good~ (fig = understanding) of a prob- 
lem; have a good ~ on an audience, hold their 
attention and interest. be at/come to/get 
to grips with, be attacking, begin to attack: 
get to ~s with a probiem. 2 [C] (in a machine, 
etc) part that grips or clips. 3 [С] small bag for 
travelling: a leather ~. 


gripes /graips/ и pi the ~, (informal) violent - 


pains in the abdomen. 

gris-ly /'grizli/ adj causing horror or terror. 

gristle /'grisl/ п [U] tough, elastic tissue in 
animal bodies, esp in meat. 

grit /grit/ п [U] 1 (collective sing) tiny, hard 
bits of stone, sand, etc: spread ~ on icy roads. 
2 quality of courage and endurance: have 
plenty of ~. a vt (-tt-) spread grit on: ~ the 
road when it snows. grit one’s teeti, keep 
the jaws tight together to show effort, will. 
gritty adj (-ier, -iest) 

arizzie /'grizi/ vi (informal) (esp of children) 
cry irritably. 

groan /graun/ vi,vi 1 make a deep sound forc- 
ed out by pain, or expressing despair or dis- 
tress: The wounded men lay there ~ing. The 
teacher ~ed with dismay. 2 (of things) make a 
noise like that of groaning: The ship’s timbers 
~ed during the storm. 3 express with groaning: 
Не ~ed out a sad story. в п [С] deep sound of 
groaning: ~s of disapproval. 

grocer /‘grousa(r)/ п [С] shopkeeper who 
sells food in packets, tins and bottles, and 
household requirements such as polish, soap- 
powders, etc. 
grocery, п (р/ -ies) (a) [U]} grocer’s trade: a 
'~y business. (b) (pl) things sold by a grocer. 

groggy /'arogi/ adj (-ier, -iest) unsteady; 
likely to collapse or fall: You look rather ~. 

groin /дгош/ я [С] 1 part of the body near the 
thigh. 2 curved edge where two vaults meet in 
a roof). п vt build with groins. 


grinder /ground 


groom /gru:m/ п [С] 1 person in charge of 
horses. 2 = bridegroom. a vt 1 feed, brush 
and in other ways look after (horses). 2 (of 
animals) clean the fur and skin of: a female ape 
~ing her mate. 3 (used in the pp) (of persons): 
well/badly ~ed, looking clean and smart, with 
the hair tidy. 4 (informal) prepare (for success, 
etc): ~ed for stardom. 

groove /gru:v/ п [С] 1 long, hollow channel 
in the surface of hard material, esp one made 
to guide the motion of something that slides 
along it, eg a sliding door or window. 2 spiral 
cut on a gramophone record (in which the 
needle or stylus moves). 3 way of living that 
has become a habit. get into/be stuck ina 
groove, become set in one’s ways. 0 vf make 
grooves in: a~d shelf. 
groovy adj (si) up-to-date (esp of young 
people): groovy clothes|people. 

grope /group/ vi,vt feel about, search, as one 
does in the dark: He was groping for the door- 
handle. 

gross' /grous/ п [С] (р! unchanged) twelve 
dozen; 144. 

gross? /graus/ adj 1 vulgar; coarse in mind ог 
morals: ~ morals. 2 (of the senses) heavy and 
dull. 3 glaring; clearly seen: ~ injustice] 
negligence. 4 (of persons) extremely fat. 5 (op- 
posite of ne?) total, whole: his ~ income; ~ 
profit. в vt make or earn as а total amount: His 
last film ~ed five million pounds. 
gross-ly adv 
gross-ness n[U] 

gro-tesque /grau'tesk/ acj 1 absurd; laugh- 
able because strange and incongruous: а ~ ар- 
pearance; ~ manners. 2 (art) combining hu- 
man, animal and plant forms in a fantastic 
way: made up of comically distorted figures 
and designs. си [С] grotesque person, animal, 
style or design. 
gro-tesque-ly adv 

grotto /'grotou/ п (pl ~es or ~s) cave, esp 
one made artificially as a garden shelter. 

grotty /'groti/ adj (-ier, -iest) (s/) dirty; use- 
less; bad. 

grouch /grautf/ vi (informal) complain. on 
[С] fit of bad temper. 

ground! /дгаопа/ и 1 (sing with the) solid 
surface of the earth: lie or:/sit on/fall to the ~. 
get off the ground, (a) (of an aircraft) rise 
into the air. (b) (fig) (of an undertaking or 
scheme) pass from the planning stage and 
make a start. above ground, alive. below 
ground, dead and buried. 2 [U] position, 
area or distance on the earth’s surface. cover 
(much, ete) ground, (a) travel: We've 
covered a great deal of ~ today, have come a 
long way. (b) (fig) (of a lecture, report, in- 
quiry, etc) deal with a variety of subjects: The 
committee’s report covers much new ~, deals 
with many new matters. gain ground, (a) 
make progress. (b) win a success or an advan- 
tage. give/lose ground, fail to keep one’s 
position or advantage. hold/stand/keep 


ground/grumpy 


one’s ground, stand firm; not yield; main- 
tain one’s claim, intention, argument, etc. 
common ground, subject on which two or 
more persons or parties are in agreement or on 
which they have similar views. 3 [U] soil; 
earth: The frost has made the ~ hard. 4 [C] 
area or piece of land for a special purpose ога 
particular use: a 'football/'cricket/'sports ~; а 
pa'rade|,recre'ation ~; a'play~. 5 (always pl) 
land, gardens, round a building, often en- 
closed with walis, hedges or fences: the ~s of 
the University/the hospital. 6 (pl) particles of 
solid matter that sink to the bottom of a 
liquid: 'coffee-~s. 7 (pl or [U]) reason(s) for 
saying, doing or believing something: On what 
~s do you suspect him? be/have/give 
grounds for, be, have, give a cause or 
reason for: I have good ~s for believing him. 
What are the ~s for the divorce? 
ground 'floor, the floor of a building level 
with the ground. 
'ground-nut, peanut. 
‘ground rule, basic principle. 
'ground-sheet, waterproof sheet spread on 
the ground, eg ina tent. 
'ground-work, (usually fig) foundation; 
basis. 

ground? /graund/ vz,vi 1 (of a ship) (cause 
to) touch the sea bottom. 2 (of aircraft, air- 
men) compel to stay on the ground: All air- 
craft at London Airport were ~ed by fog yes- 
terday. 3 base (the more usual word) (a belief, 
etc) on: а well-~ed theory. 

ground /graund/ pt,pp of grind. 
ground-ing, thorough teaching of the ele- 
ments of a subject: a good ~ ing in grammar. 

groundless /'graundlis/ adj without good 
reason: ~ fears. > ground'(7). 

group /gru:p/ п [С] number of persons or 
things gathered or placed together, or natural- 
ly associated; number of jointly-controlled 
business companies: a ~ of islands/trees/ 
houses|girls; the Germanic ~ of languages. в 
vt,vi form into, gather in, a group or groups: 
We were ~ed according to age and ability. 

grouse’ /дгаоз/ я [С] (p/ unchanged) (sorts 
of) bird with feathered feet, shot for sport and 
food. 

grouse? /graus/ vi (informal) grumble; com- 
plain. ая [С] complaint. 

grove /grouv/ п [С] group of trees; small 
wood. 

grovel /‘grpvl/ vi (-ll-; US also -1-) 1 lie down 
on one’s face, crawl, in fear, (as if) begging for 
mercy. 2 (fig) behave in a way that shows one 
has no self-respect: You can stop ~ling; it 
wont make me change my mind about sacking 
you. 
grov-el-ler, person who grovels. 

grow /grou/ vi,vt (pt grew /gru:/, pp ~n 
/graun/) 1 develop; increase in size, height, 
length, etc: Rice ~s in warm climates. How tall 
you’ ve п! grow out of, (a) become too big 

‚ for: ~ out of one’s clothes. (b) become-too old 
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for; cease to practise: He has ~n out of playing 
with toys. (©) have as a source: His troubles 
grew out of his bad temper. grow up, (a) (of 
persons, animals) become adult or mature: 
When the boys ~ up,... (b) develop: A warm 
friendship grew up between them. 2 become: ~ 
older. It began to ~ dark. 3 grow to be/like, 
etc, reach the point or stage where one 15/ 
likes, etc: He grew to like his mother-in-law. 4 
cause or allow to grow: ~ roses. He’s ~ing a 
beard. 5 grow on, (a) become more deeply 
rooted: a habit that ~s on you. (b) become 
more attractive to: / didn’t like modern jazz at 
first but it certainly ~s on you. 

‘grown-up, adult person (contrasted with 
children). 

grower, (a) person who grows things: a 
'fruit-~er; 'rose-~ers. (6) plant, etc that 
grows in acertain way: a fast ~er. 

growl /graol/ vi,vt 1 (of animals, men, 
thunder) make a low, threatening sound: The 
dog ~ed at me. We heard thunder ~ ing in the 
distance. 2 say in a growling manner: He ~ed 
(out) his answer. a n [C] low threatening 
sound; angry complaint. 

grown /graun/ pp of grow: а ~ man, a 
(physically and mentally) matureman. 

growth /grau8/ n 1 [0] growing; develop- 
ment; process of growing: the rapid ~ of our 
economy. 2 [U] cultivation: apples of foreign 
~, grown abroad. 3 [С] something that grows 


_ or has grown: а three-days’ ~ of beard. 4 [С] 


diseased formation in the body, eg a cancer. 

grub! /grab/ 11 [С] larva of an insect. 2 [U] 
(sl) food. 

grub? /grab/ vt,vi (-bb-) turn over the soil, 
esp in order to get something: ~ding about 
among the bushes. 

grubby /'grabi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 dirty; un- 
washed: a boy with ~ fingers. 2 having grubs 
in it. 

grudge /grad3/ vt be unwilling to give or ac- 
cept: / don’t ~ him his success. a п [С] feeling 
of resentment, envy or spite: / bear him по ~. 
He has а ^^ against me. 
grudg-ingly adv. to agree grudgingly. 

gruel /'grual/ п [U] liquid food of oatmeal, etc 
boiled in milk or water. 
gruel-ling, (US gruel-ing) adj severe; ex- 
hausting: a ~ling race. 

grue-some /'gru:som/ adj horrible, герш- 
sive: ~ details of the murder. 
grue-some ly adv 

gruff /graf/ adj (of a person, his voice, behav- 
iour) rough and abrupt. 
gruff-ly adv 

grumble /'grambl/ vi,vt 1 complain or 
protest, say, in a bad-tempered way: He’s al- 
ways grumbling. Не ~d (out) a reply. 2 make a 
low, growling sound: hear thunder grumbling 
in the distance. a п [С] complaint or protest: 
That girl is full of ~s. 
grum-bler, person who grumbies. 

grumpy /‘grampi/. adj (-ier, -iest) bad- 
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tem pered. 

grump.-ily adv 

grumpi-ness л [0] 

grunt /grani/ vi,vt 1 (of animals, esp pigs) 
make a low, rough sound. 2 (of persons) make 
a similar sound expressing disagreement, 
boredom, irritation, etc: ~ one’s approval.an 
[C] low, rough sound. 

gry-phon /'grifn/ я = griffin. 

guar-an-tee' |,gzroan'ti:/ и [С] 1 (legal = 
guaraniy) promise or undertaking that cer- 
tain conditions agreed to in a transaction will 
be fulfilled: under ~; а watch witha year’s ~. 2 
(legal = guaranty) undertaking given by 
one person to another that he will be respons- 
ible for something eg payment of a debt, by a 
third person. 3 (legal = guarantor) person 
who gives such an undertaking: be ~ for a 
friend s good behaviour. 4 (legal = guaranty) 
something offered, as security for the fulfilling 
of conditions in a guarantee(1,2): ‘What ~ 
can you offer? 5 (informal) something that 
seems to make an occurrence likely: Blue skies 
are not always a~ of warm weather. 

guar-an-tee? /,gzran'ti:/ vt 1 give a guaran- 
tee(1,2,3) for: ~ a man’s debts; ~ to pay a 
man’s debts. We can’t ~ our workers regular 
employment. 2 (informal) promise (without 
legal obligation): Many shopkeepers ~ satis- 
faction to customers. 

guar-an-tor /-'to:(r)/, & guarantee! (3). 
guar-an.-ty, © guarantee'(1,2,4). 

guard! /ga:d/ п 1 [U] state of readiness or 
watchfulness against attack, danger or sur- 
prise: The sentry|soldier is оп ~|was ordered to 
keep ~. 2 [М] position of readiness to defend 
oneself, eg in fencing, boxing: be on one’s ~ 
against being hit. 3 [C] soldier or party of sol- 
diers keeping guard; sentry. 4 (GB) official in 
charge of a railway train. 5 (p/) (in GB and 
some other countries) troops employed to 
protect the sovereign: the G~s; the Royal 
Horse G~s. 6 [С] body of soldiers with the 
duty of protecting, honouring or escorting a 
person: The Duke, on his arrival, inspected the 
~ of honour at the station. 7 person (also 
called warder) or body of people in charge ofa 
prison. 8 (esp in compounds) (part of) an ar- 
ticle or apparatus designed to prevent injury 
or loss: a 'fire-~, in front of a fireplace; a 
'mud~, over the wheel of a bicycle, etc. 
'guard-house, building for a military guard 
or one in which soldiers who are prisoners are 
kept. 

'guard-room, room for soldiers on guard. 
'guards-man, soldier of the Guards. 

guard? /ga:d/ vt,vi1 protect; keep from dan- 
ger: ~ а сатр; ~ one’s life/one’s reputation. 2 
watch over (a person) to prevent escape: ~ 
prisoners. 3 use care and caution to prevent: ~ 
against disease. 

guarded adj (of statements, etc) cautious: a 
~ed answer. 

guard-ian /'ga:dion/ я [С] (official or pri- 


vate) person who guards, esp (legal use) one 
who is responsible for the care of a young or 
incapable person and his property. 
;guardian ‘angel, spirit watching over a per- 
son or place. 
guard-ian-ship /-Пр/, position of a guar- 
dian. 

guava /'gwa:va/ n [С] (р/ ~s) (tropical tree 
with) acid fruit used for making jelly. 

guer-riila, guer-tlia /go'rilo/ п [С] (pl ~s) 
man engaged in a guerrilla war. 
guer,riila 'war, fighting by small groups of 
civilians, usually for a political cause. 

guess /ges/ vt,vi form an opinion, give an 
answer, make a statement that 1s not based on 
careful thought, calculation or definite know- 
ledge: Can you ~ my пай мита my weight 
is/how much I weigh? о п [С] opinion formed 
by guessing: make/have a ~ at who took the 
money. 
'guess-work, (result of) guessing. 

guest /gest/ п [С] person staying at or paying 
a visit to another’s house or being entertained 
ata meal: We’re having ~s to dinner. 
'guest-house, superior boarding-house. 
'guest-room, bedroom kept for guests. 

guf-faw /ga'fo:/ vi, п [С] (give a) noisy laugh. 

guid-ance /'gaidons/ п [U] 1 act of guiding; 
leadership. 2 advice, counsel. 

guide /gaid/ n[C]1 person who shows others 
the way, esp a person employed to point out 
interesting sights on a journey or visit. 2 some- 
thing that directs or influences (conduct, etc): 
Instinct is not always a good ~. 3 (also 
'guide-book) book for travellers, tourists, 
etc with information about a place: a ~ to the 
British Museum. 4 book of information; man- 
ual: а ~ to growing roses. а vt act as guide to: 
~ a person toa place. You must be ~ed by com- 
mon sense. 
;Girl 'Guide, > girl. 
guided 'missile, rocket: (for use in war) 
which can be directed while in flight by elec- 
tronic devices. 

guild /gild/ п [С] (older spelling gild) society 
of persons for helping one another, forward- 
ing common interests, eg trade, social welfare. 

guile /gail/ n{U] deceit; cunning: full of ~. 
guile-iess adj 

guille-mot /'gilimot/ п [С] kinds of arctic 
seabird. 

guillo-tine /,gilo'ti:n/ я [С] 1 machine for 
beheading (criminals) with a heavy blade slid- 
ing in grooves dropped from a height. 2 ma- 
chine for cutting the edges of books, trimming 
sheets of paper, etc. 3 (in Parliament) method 
of stopping obstruction of a bill (by excessive 
debate) by fixing times for taking votes. а vt 
use a guillotine on. 

guilt /gilt/ n[U] feeling or condition of having 
done wrong; responsibility for wrong-doing: 
The ~ of the accused man was in doubt. 
guilt-ily /-ali/ adv 
guilt-less adj innocent. 


10 — 939 


guinea / gutter 


guilty cdj (-ier, -iest) (a) having done 
wrong: plead ~y to a crime; Бе ~y oj a crime. 
(b) showing or feeling guilt: a~y conscience. 

guinea /'gini/ п [С] (abbr gns) formerly the 
sum of twenty-one shillings, for which there 
was neither coin nor banknote, used in stating 
prices (eg when buying a horse), etc. 

guinea-fowl /'gini Гао п [С] domestic 
fowl of the pheasant family. 

guinea-pig /'gini pig/ п [С] 1 short-eared 
animal like a big rat, often used in experi- 
ments. 2 person allowing himself to be used in 
medical or other experiments. 

guitar /gi'ta:(r)/ п [С] kinds of stringed mu- 
sical instrument, played by pulling the strings 
with the fingers or a piece of plastic, etc. 
guitar-ist, guitar-player. 

gulf /galf/n1 part of the sea almost surround- 
ed by land: the G~ of Mexico. 2 deep hollow; 
chasm; abyss. 3 (fig) dividing line, division 
(between opinions, etc). 

gull? /gal/ n [С] (kind of) large, long-winged 
seabird. 

gull? /gal/ vt cheat; deceive: ~ a fool out of his 
money. о п [С] person easily gulled. 
gull-ible /-obl/ adj easily deceived. 
gulli-bil-ity /,galo'biloti/ n[U] 

gul-let /'galit/ л [С] food passage from the 
mouth to the stomach; throat. 

gully /'gali/ п [С] (pi -ies) narrow channel cut 
or formed by rainwater, eg on a hillside, or for 
carrying water away from a building. 


gulp /galp/ vi,vi 1 swallow (food or drink)’ 


quickly or greedily: ~ down a cup of tea. 2 
hold back or suppress (as if swallowing); make 
a gulping motion. оп [К] act of gulping; 
amount that is gulped. 

gum! /gam/ п [С] (usually p/) firm, pink flesh 
round the teeth. 
gum-boil /'gamboul/ и [С] boil or abscess on 
the gums. 

gum? /gam/n 1 [0] sticky substance obtained 
from some trees, used for sticking things 
together. 2 [U] gum that has been specially 
prepared for chewing: 'chewing-~. 3 (also 
'gum-tree) (kinds of) eucalyptus tree. up а 
gum-tree, (s/) in difficulties. 4 [U] rubber. о 
vt (-mm-) 1 stick together with gum; spread 
gum on the surface of: ~ two things together 2 
gum up, (informal) ruin (an activity): ~ up 
the works. 
'gum boots, high rubber boots. 
gummy adj (-ier, -iest) sticky. 

gump-tion /'gampfn/ п [0] (informal) com- 
mon sense and initiative; qualities likely to 
bring success. 

gun /gan/n[C]1 general name for any kind of 
firearm that sends shells or bullets from a 
metal tube: a ma'chine-~. stick to one’s 
guns, maintain one’s position against attack 
or argument. 2 person using a sporting gun, as 
a member of a shooting party. с vt gua sb 
(down), shoot with a gun. be gunning for 
sb, seeking to harm, destroy him, his reputa- 
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tion. 
'gun-boat, small warship carrying heavy 
guns, or long-range missiles. 
igun-carriage, wheeled support of a big 
gun, or part on which a gun slides when it re- 
coils. 
'gun dog, dog trained to retrieve killed birds. 
'gun-man, man who uses а gun to rob or kill 
people. 
'gun-metal, alloy of copper and tin or zinc. 
'igun-powder, explosive powder used т 
guns, fireworks, etc. 
'gun-room, (in a warship) room for junior 
officers. 
'gun-runner, 
running. 
igun-running, introduction of firearms, 
secretly and illegally, into a country, eg to help 
a revolt. 
'gun-shot, range of a gun: be out of/within 
~ shot. 
'gun-smith, person who makes and repairs 
small firearms. 

gun-ner /'gano(r)/ я [C] 1 (in the army) 
officer or man in the artillery; (official term) 
private soldier in an artillery regiment. 2 (in 
the navy) warrant officer in charge of a bat- 
tery of guns. 
gun-nery, construction and management or 
firing of large guns. 

gun-wale /'ganl/ и [С] upper edge of the side 
ofa boat ога small ship. 

gurgle /'gs:gl/ п [СО] bubbling sound as of 
water flowing from a narrow-necked bottle: 
~s of delight. а vi make this sound: The baby 
was gurgling happily. 

guru //доги:/ п [С] Hindu spiritual teacher. 

gush /gaf/ vi1 burst, flow, out suddenly: ой 
~ing from a new well; blood ~ing from a 
wound. 2 talk with excessive enthusiasm: gir/s 
who ~ over handsome pop 51агз. с п [С] sudden 
outburst or outflow: a ~ of oillanger/ 
enthusiasm. 
gush-ing adj: ~ing compliments. > 2 above. 

gus-set /'gasit/ п [С] (usually triangular or 
diamond-shaped) piece of cloth inserted in 
clothing to add strength or size. 
gusty adj (-ier, -iest) stormy. 

gut /gat/ n[C] 1 (p/) intestines; bowels. hate 
sb‘s guts, (s/) hate him intensely. 2 (p/) (in- 
formal) courage and determination: а man 
with plenty of ~s.3[U] strong cord made from 
the intestines of animals, used for the strings 
of violins, ес. & catgut. 4 (informal) impor- 
tant parts of something: the ~s of a саг. о vi 
(-tt-) 1 take the guts(1) out of (a fish, etc). 2 
destroy the inside of or the contents of: a build- 
ing ~ted by fire. 

gut-ter /'gato(r)/ п [C] 1 channel or trough 
fixed under the edge of a roof to carry away 
rainwater; channel at the side of a road for the 
same purpose. 2 (fig) streets, esp of a poor dis- 
trict: the language of the ~, low and vulgar 
language. 


person engaged т gun- 


279 


gutter-snipe poor, badly-dressed child. 

gut-tural /'gatoral/ п [С] adj (sound) pro- 
duced in the throat. 

guy' /gai/ n [С] горе or chain used to keep 
something steady or secured, eg to hold a tent 
in place. 

guy? /gai/ п [С] 1 figure in the form of a man, 
dressed in old clothes (eg as burned оп 5 Nov 
in Britain.) 2 (s/) man. а vt (pt,pp ~ed) ridi- 
cule. 

guzzle /'gazl/ vi,vt (informal) eat or drink 
greedily: guzzling beer. 

gym /d3im/ п [С] (50 (short for) gymnasium, 
gymnastics. 

'gym-shoes, = plimsolls. 

'gym-slip, sleeveless tunic sometimes worn 
by girls in GB as part of school uniform. 

gym-khana /d3im'ka:noa/ n [С] (p/ ~s) pub- 
lic display of sports competitions, esp with 
horses. 

gyin-nasium /d3im'neiziom/ и [С] (р/ ~s) 
room or hall with apparatus for gymnastics 
and sports. 

gym-nast /‘djimnest/ п [К] expert in 
gymnastics. 

Gym-nas-tic /dzim'nestik/ adj of bodily 
training. 

gym-nas-tics n p/ (forms of) exercises for 
physica! training. 

gynae-col-ogy (US = gyne-) /дате 
'kplad3i/ п [U] science of the diseases of 
women and pregnancies. 

gynae-co-logi-cal (US = gyne-) /,gaini- 
ka'lod3ikl/ adj 

aynae-colo-gist (US = gyne-) /-d3ist/ п 
[С] expert in gynaecology. 

gypsy /'d3ipsi/ п [С] = gipsy. 

ду-гафе /,dzgai'reit US: 'Чзапеи/ vi move 
round in circles or spirals; revolve. 

gy-ra-tion /,dzar'reifn/ п [C,U] revolving; 
revolution. 

gyro-scope /'dzairaskoup/ п [С] heavy 
wheel which, when spinning fast, keeps steady 
the object in which it ts fixed. 


Hh 


H, В /eitf/ (pi H's, b's /'eitfiz/), the eighth letter 
of the English alphabet. drop one’s h’s, 
omit the sound /h/, eg by saying ’ot for hot. 

ha /ha:/ int (used to express surprise, joy, 
triumph, suspicion, etc. When repeated in 
print ( Ha! Ha! Ha!) it indicates laughter). 

hab-er-dasher /‘hebodefa(r)/ п [С] shop- 
keeper who sells clothing, pins, cotton, etc. 
hab-er-dash-ery и [0] haberdasher’s trade 
or goods. 

habit /‘hebit/ n 7 [С] person’s usual ог пог- 
mal practice, esp one that cannot easily be 
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given up: the ~ of smoking. fall/get into 
bad habits, acquire them. get out of a 
habit, abandon it. 2 [0] usual behaviour: Are 
we all creatures of ~? Do we do things because 
of habit? 3 [С] dress worn by members of a 
religious order: amonk’s~. 

hab.-it-able /'hebitobl/ adj fit to be lived in: 
The old house is no longer ~. 

habt-tat /‘hebitet/ л [С] (of plants, animais) 
usual natural place and conditions of growth. 

habi-ta-tion /|hebi'terfn/ и [9] living in: 
houses that were not fit for~. 

ha-bit-ual /ho'bitfual/ adj 1 regular, usual: 
He took his ~ seat in the train. 2 behaving by 
habit; having a regular habit: a ~ Даг. 
ha-bit-ually /-tfuli/ adv as а habit: ~/y late 
for school. 

ha-bitu-ate /ho'bitfueit/ vt accustom (the 
usual word): ~ oneself to hard work. 

habi-tude /‘hebitju:d US: -tu:d/ п [U) cus- 
tom; tendency; usual way of acting or doing 
things. 

haci-enda /|,hesi'enda/ п (pl ~s) (in Latin 
American countries) large estate with a dwel- 
ling house. 

hack! /hek/ vt,vi cut roughly or clumsily; 
chop: He ~ed at the branch until it fell to the 
ground. 

'‘hack-saw, one with a replaceable blade in a 
frame, for cutting through metal. 

hack? /hek/ n[C] 1 horse that may be hired. 2 
person paid to do hard and uninteresting 
work asa writer. 

hackles /'heklz/ п р/ long feathers on the 
neck of the domestic cock. & make'(13). 

hack:-ney /'hekni/ п [С] kind of horse for rid- 
ing or driving. 

'hackney-carriage, vehicle, eg a taxi, that 
may be hired. 

hack-neyed adj (esp of sayings) too com- 
mon; repeated too often. | 

had /hzd/ >> have’. 

had-dock /‘hedak/ п [С] (p/ unchanged) sea- 
fish much used for food. 

Hades /‘heidi:z/ и (in Greek myth) place 
where the spirits of the dead go. 

Hadji /'hedzi/ n (title of a) Muslim pilgrim 
who has been to Mecca. 

hze-mo-glo-bin /,hi:ma'gloubin/ и [9] = 
hemoglobin. 

hze-mo-philia /,hi:mo'filio/ п [9] = he- 
mophitlia. 

haem-or-rhage /'hemorid3/ n pi = hemor- 
rhage. 

hzem-or-rhoids /'hemoroids/ и р/ = he- 
morrhoids. 

haft /ha:ft US: heft/ п [С] handle of an axe, 
knife, dagger, etc. 

hag /heg/ n [С] witch; ugly old woman, esp 
one who does, or is thought to do, evil. 

hag-gard /'hegad/ adj (of a person, his face) 
looking tired and lined, esp from worry, not 
sleeping. : 

hag-gis /'hegis/ я [C,U] Scottish dish of 
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parts of а sheep, mixed with oatmeal, and 
cooked in a sheep’s stomach. 

naggle /'hegl/ vi argue, dispute: haggling 
with the Manager over|about one’s salary. 

hail’ /heil/ n 1 [U] frozen rain-drops falling 
from the sky. 2 (usually with a, an) something 
coming in great numbers and force: a ~ of 
blows. п vi,vt 1 (of hail) come down: И ~ed 
during the morning. 2 (of blows, etc) come, 
send down: They ~ed curses down onus. 
'hail-stone, small piece of hail. 
‘hail-storm, storm with a fall of hail. 

hail? /heil/ vt,vi1 greet; call out to (so as to at- 
tract attention): He was ~ed as а йето. Lets~ 
a taxi, shall we? 2 come from: Where does the 
ship ~ from? о п [С] greeting. 

hair /heo(r)/ n 1 [U] (collective sing) all the 
growths like threads esp on the human head 
and on the skin of animals; growth like a 
thread as on the stems and leaves of some 
plants: brush one’s ~; have one’s'~ cut. keep 
your 'hair'on, (sl) don’t lose your temper. 
let one’s ‘hair down, (fig) relax after a 
period of being formal. make one’s ‘hair 
stand on end, fill one with fright or horror. 
2 [С] single thread of hair: find a ~ in the soup. 
split hairs, make or pretend to see differ- 
ences of meaning, distinctions, etc, so small as 
to be unimportant. not turn a hair, give no 
sign of being troubled. 
'hair(’s)-breadth, very small distance: es- 
cape bya~’s breadth. 
'hair-brush, brush for the hair. 
'hair-cut, act or style of cutting the hair. 
'hair-do, (informal) style of a woman’s hair. 
'‘hair-dresser, person who styles hair. 
'hair-line, (a) area where the line of roots of 
hair join the forehead. (b) width of a hair: 
(used as an adjective) a ~line fracture. 
'hair-net, net for keeping the hair in place. 
'hair-pin, (woman’s) bent pin for keeping the 
hair in place. 
jhairpin 'bend, sharp bend ona road. 
hair-raising adj terrifying. 
'hair-slide, ornamental clip for keeping hair 
in place. 
'hair-spring, very delicate spring in a watch, 
controlling the balance-wheel. 
'Ihair-style, way in which hair(1) is cut, curl- 


cooked. half-dead, (informal) exhausted, 
very tired. not half bad, > bad'(4). 
'half-back, (in football/hockey, etc) (posi- 
tion of a) player (defender) between the for- 
wards and the backs. 

jhalf-'baked adj (informal) foolish; crude 
and inexperienced: a ,~-baked i'dea/'man. 
'half-breed, (a) person with parents of dif- 
ferent races (half-caste is preferred). (b) off- 
spring of two animals or plants of different 
species. 

‘nalf-brother/-sister, brother/sister Бу 
one parent only. 

'half-caste, half-breed (a). 

jhalf a'dozen, ,half-'dozen, six. 
ihalf-'hearted adj done with, showing, little 
interest or enthusiasm: а ,~-hearted at'tempt. 
Hence, ,jhalf-'heartedly adv 
ihalf-'holiday, day of which half is free from 
work or duty. 

shhalf-'hourly adj, adv (done, occurring) 
every half hour. 

jhalf-'mast, (of a flag) the position, near the 
middle of a mast, to indicate mourning: Flags 
were at ~-mast for the President's funeral. 
jhalf-'measures п р/ reduced contribution, 
effort, (making something, eg a policy, in- 
effective). | 
halfpenny /‘heiponi US: ВаЁреги/ и [С] Brit- 
ish coin worth half a penny. 

ihalf-'price adv adj (at) half the usual price. 
jhalf-'starved, very hungry. 

shalf-'time, (a) work and pay for half the 
usual time: The workers are on ~-time this 
month. (b) interval between the two halves of 
a game of football, etc: The score at ~-time 
was 2—2. 

'half-truth, statement that conveys only a 
part of the truth. 

jhalf-'way adj (a) (of a house, etc) at ап 
equal distance from two towns, etc. (b) going 
half the way; not thorough: Jn an emergency 
~-way measures are usually unsatisfactory. о 
ady to or at half the distance. meet a person 
half-way, > meet'(4). 

jhalf-'witted adj having low intelligence. 
Hence, 'half-wit и [С] 

jhalf-'yearly adj, adv (done, occurring) every 
half year. 


ed, etc. hail /ho:1/ п [С] 1 (building with a) large room 


hair-less adj bald. 
hairy adj (-ier, -iest) of or like, covered with, 
hair: a~y chest. 

hale /heil/ adj (only in) hale and hearty, 
strong and healthy. 

Пай /ha:f US: hef/ n (pl halves /ha:vz US: 
hevz/) adj, adv 1 one of two equal or corre- 
sponding parts into which a thing is divided: 
Hw~ of 6 is 3. Two halves make a whole. Two 
pounds and a ~|[Two and а ^^ pounds; ~ ап 
hour. go halves (with sb) (in sth), share 
equally. too clever, etc by half, far too 
clever, etc. 2 (as an adv) to the extent of a half; 
to a considerable degree: meat that is only ~ 


for meetings, concerts, public business, etc: 
the Festival H~, for concerts, in London; 
\dance-~s. 2 (in castles, universities) large 
room for meals. 3 building for university 
students: a~ of residence. 4 (in England) large 
country house, usually one that belongs to the 
chief landowner in the district. 5 passage, 
space, into which the main entrance or front 
door of a building opens: Leave your hat and 
coat т the ~. 


^ аН-тагК п [С] (a) mark used at Gold- 


smiths’ Hall for marking the standard of gold 
and silver in articles (as a guarantee of qual- 
ity). (b) any indication of quality or excel- 
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lence. о vf stamp а Вата ‹Коп. 
hal-je-lu-jah /,heli'lu:ja/ п [С], int praise to 
God. 

hallo /ha'lou/ int, п [С] cry to attract atten- 
tion; greeting. 

hai-low /'helau/ vt (usually passive) make 
holy; regard as holy: ~ed ground. 

Hai-low-e’en /,helou'i:n/ 31 Oct, eve of All 
Saints’ Day. 

Ahai-luci-na-tion /ho,lu:si'neifn/ и [C,U] (in- 
stance of) seeming to see something not actu- 
ally present: Some drugs cause ~S. 
hal-luci-na-tory /no'lu:smotort US--to:r1/ adj 

halo /'‘heilou/ n [С] (p/ ~es or ~s) 1 circle of 
light round the sun or moon. 2 (in paintings) 
ring round or above the heads of Christ or sac- 
red figures. 

hait’ /ho:lt/2[C]1 calla hait (to), (a) order 
a short stop on a march or journey. (b) (fig) 
order an end: /t’s time to calla ~ to vandalism. 
2 stop or pause: The train came toa~.Qvi,vt1 
stop marching. 2 bring to anend. 

halt? /ho:lt/ vi hesitate; act in a hesitating way: 
speak ina ~ing voice. 
halt-ing-ly аду in a hesitating way. 

hal-ter /'ho:Ita(r)/ и [С] 1 rope or leather strap 
put round a horse’s head (for leading or fas- 
tening the horse). 2 rope used for hanging a 
person. 

halve /ha:v US: hev/ vt 1 divide into two 
equal parts: ~ an apple. 2 lessen by one half: 
The supersonic plane has ~d the time needed 
for crossing the Atlantic. 

halves /ha:vz US: hevz/ pl of half. 

hal-yard /'heljod/ n [С] rope for raising or 
lowering a sail or flag. 

ham /hem/ n 1 [С] upper part of a pig’s leg, 
salted and dried or smoked; [U] this as meat: a 
~ sandwich. 2 [С] (of animals) back of the 
thigh, buttock. 3 [C] (5) poor actor or рег- 
former. 4 [С] amateur operator who sends and 
receives radio messages: a 'radio ~. а vt,vi 
(-mm-) (informal) overact. 
jham-'handed/-'fisted adj clumsy in using 
the hands. 

ham-burger /'hembs:ga(r)/ п [С] 1 minced 
or chopped meat,made into round flat cakes 
and fried. 2 sandwich or bread roll filled with 
this. 

hamlet /‘hemlit/n[C] group of houses in the 
country; smail village, esp one without a 
church. 

ham-mer /'hema(r)/ п [С] 1 tool with a 
heavy metal head used for driving in nails, etc. 
be/go at it jhammer and ‘tongs, fight, 
argue, etc with great energy and noise. 2 ath- 
letic competition in which a heavy metal ball 
fixed to a long wire is thrown as far as pos- 
sible. 3 (in a piano, etc) part like a hammer 
that strikes the strings. 4 part of a gun that 
strikes and explodes the charge. 5 wooden 
mallet used by an auctioneer. be/come un- 
der the hammer, be sold by auction. 6 bone 
in. the ear. о vt,vi1 strike or beat (as if) witha 
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hammer: ~ ма най/^ а nail in; ~ at the door, 
eg with a stick or one’s fists; ~ at the keys, 
play the piano loudly, without feeling. 2 (fig) 
work hard: ~ away ata problem|/a solution. 3 
(fig) force: ~ an idea into his head. 4 (informal) 
heavily defeat (a person) in war or in games. 

ham-mock /‘hemok/ я [С] hanging bed of 
canvas or rope network. 

ham-per' /'hempoa(r)/ я [С] basket, etc witha 
lid, esp one used for carrying food: a'picnic~. 

ham-per? /'hempa(r)/ vt prevent free move- 
ment or activity: ~ed by heavy boots. 

ham-ster /‘hemsta(r)/ п [С] rodent like a 
large rat, kept аз а pet. 

ham-string /‘hemstrin/ vt (pt, pp -strung 
/-stran/) 1 cripple (a person or animal) by cut- 
ting the tendon(s) at the back of the knee(s). 2 
(fig) destroy the power or efficiency of. оп [С] 
tendon at the back of the knee. 

Капа! /hend/ n [С] 1 part of the human arm 
beyond the wrist. close/near at/to hand, 
near; within reach: He lives close at ~. by 
hand, (a) without the use of machinery: Are 
your socks knitted by ~],~-'knitted? (b) with- 
out the use of a post office: a letter delivered by 
~, brought by a messenger. from hand to 
hand, from one person to another: pass buck- 
ets of water from ~ 10 ~. in hand, (a) гезегу- 
ed; ready for use: have money in ~ for paying 
the bill. (b) receiving attention: the work is т 
~. hand in hand, (a) holding hands: walk 
~ in hand. (b) in cooperation: work ~ in ~ 
with the police. go hand in hand, be con- 
nected: War and misery go ~ т ~. in the 
hands of, being looked after, managed by: 
evidence in the ~s of the police. in good 
hands, being well cared for. Hands off! 
Don’t touch/interfere! off one’s hands, 
free from one’s responsibility. on hand, 
available: have new designs on ~ in the shops. 
on one’s hands, being one’s responsibility 
or burden: [ve too many children on my ~s. 
out of hand, out of control: He has got out of 
~. Hands up! Raise your hands! eat/feed 
out of sb’s hand, (a) (of an animal) be 
tame. (b) (fig) be ready to obey without hesi- 
tation. give/lend a hand, help with, take 
part in, doing something: Please give mea~ 
with this suitcase. have/give sb a free 
hand, © free'(4). have/take a hand т 
sth, be involved: Did he have а ~ in the bur- 
glary? have sth (well) in hand, be dealing 
with something (well). have one’s hands 
Full, be very busy. have/get the upper 
hand, have/get control, an advantage, over. 
lay (one’s) hands on, г> \ay*(2). not lift 
а hand, make no attempt (to help). Луе 
from hand to mouth, spend all one’s 
money as soon as it is earned. (rule) with a 
heavy hand, with great force, discipline. 
shake hands (with sb), grasp his hand as 
a greeting, to show agreement, etc. take a 
hand (in), accept an involvement in. take 
sb/sth in hand, accept control of: These 
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noisy children must be taken in~. watt on sb 
hand and foot, do whatever he asks. wash 
one’s hands of, refuse to be involved, re- 
sponsible, any longer. wit hands down, 
win easily and convincingly. 2 (p/) power; pos- 
session; responsibility: The matter is in your 
~s, you must decide how to deal with it. 
change hands, pass to another owner. 3 
(sing only) influence or agency: The ~ of an 
enemy has been at work here. play into $6'$ 
hands, give him the advantage. 4 at first/ 
second, etc hand, directly/indirectly. > 
second-hand. 5 (sing only) skill in using one’s 
hands: Why dont you try your ~ at em- 
broidery? keep one’s hand in, practise т 
order to be skilled: practise the piano every day 
to keep one’s ~ т. try one’s hand at, at- 
tempt something to see if you can do it. 6 per- 
son who does what is indicated by the context; 
performer: He’s an old ~ at this sort of work, 
has long experience of it. 7 workman; member 
of a ship’s crew: The factory has taken on 200 
extra ~s. All ~s on deck! All seamen are need- 
ed on deck! 8 pointer or indicator on the dial 
of a watch, clock or other instrument: the 
‘hour|'minute/'second ~ of a watch. 9 position 
or direction (to right or left). on the one 
hand (and) on the ‘other hand, (used to 
indicate contrasted points of view, arguments, 
etc). 10 (sing only) handwriting: He writes a 
good|legible ~. 11 (in card-games, eg bridge) 
(a) (number of) cards dealt to, held by, a play- 
er at one time: а good/bad/poor ~. (b) player 
at cards: We have only three players—we need 
a fourth ~. (с) one round in a game of cards: 
Let’s play one more ~. 12 [С] unit of measure- 
ment, about four inches (10-16 cm), used for 
the height of a horse (from the ground to the 
top of the shoulder). 13 (informal) applause 
by clapping; give a performer agood~. 
lhand-bag, woman’s bag for her money, 
keys, etc. 

'‘hand-balli, game played by hitting a ball 
with the hand against a wall or between two 
goals. 

‘thand-brake, brake in a motor-vehicle, used 
when the vehicle 15 stationary. 

‘hand-cart, small cart pushed or pulled by 
hand. 

‘hand-clap, clapping. 

'hand.-cuff я [С] one of a pair of metal rings 
joined by a chain, fastened round a prisoner’s 
wrists. о vf put handcuffs on. 

hand-ful, (а) as much or as many as can be 
held in one hand. (6} small number: Only а 
~ful of people came. (с) (informal) person or 
animal difficult to control: That young boy of 
hers is quite a~ful. 

jhand-'made adj made by hand (contrasted 
with machine-made). 

jhand-'picked adj carefully selected. 
'hand-rail, railing along the side of a stair- 
case, etc. 

'hand-shake, greeting given by grasping а 
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person’s hand with one’s own. 

'hand-stand, acrobatic feat of supporting 
oneself in an upright position on the hands: do 
a~stand. 

'ihand-writing, (person’s style of) writing by 
hand. 

hand? /hend/ vi give or pass (to a person): 
help with ще hand(s): Please ~ me that book/| 
~ that book to me. hand sth down (to sb), 
pass by tradition, inheritance, etc: We cannot 
always observe the traditions ~ed down to us 
from the past. hand sth on (to sb}, send. 
give, to another: Please ~ on the magazine to 
vour friends. hand sth out, distribute. hand 
sh over, deliver a person to authority: ~ him 
over to the police. hand sth over (to sb), 
transfer: H~ over that knife at once. hand it 
to sb, (informal) give him the credit that is his 
due: He’s done well! Yow ve got to ~ it to him. 
‘ihand-out, (a) printed-statement, leaflet, eg 
political, distributed free of charge. (lb) some- 
thing given free of charge, eg money, clothes. 

handi-cap /‘hendikep/ п [С] 1 (competi- 
tion, race, in which there 15 a) disadvantage 
imposed on a competitor to make the chances 
of success more equal for all. 2 anything likely 
to lessen one’s chance of success: Poor eye- 
sight isa~ toa student. в vt (-pp-) give or bea 
handicap to: ~ped children, suffering from a 
(physical or mental) disability. 

handi-craft /'hendikra:ft US: -kreft/ п [С] 
art or craft needing skill with the hands, eg 
needlework, pottery. 

handi-work /‘hendiws:k/ п 1 [U] work 
done by hand. 2 [C] thing made, by hand. 3 
[U] something done by a named person: 
That’s some of Smith’s~. 

hand-ker-chief /‘henkatfif/ и [С] 1 square 
piece of cotton, etc for blowing the nose into 
or wiping the face. 2 similar square worn, eg 
round the neck. 

handle /'hendl/ п [С] part of a tool, cup, 
bucket, door, drawer, etc by which it may be 
held in the hand. fly off the handle, (infor- 
mal) get into a rage and lose self-control. о у! 1 
touch with, take up in, the hands: Gelignite is 
dangerous stuff to ~. 2 manage; deal with; 
control: Can you ~ the situation? 3 treat; be- 
have towards: The speaker was roughly ~d by 
the crowd. 4 buy and sell: This shop does not ~ 
imported goods. | 
'ihandie-bar, (often p/) bar with a handle at 
each end, for steering a bicycle, etc. 
han-dler, person who trains and controls an 
animal, eg a police dog. 

hand-some /'hensom/ adj 1 of fine appear- 
ance; (of men) good-looking: What a ~ old 
building it is! He’s so~. 2 (of gifts, behaviour) 
generous: He said some very ~ things about 
you. She made a~ gift to the school. 
hand-some.ly adv т а generous manner. 

handy /'hendi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of persons) 
clever with the hands. 2 (of things) convenient 
to handle; easily used: A good toolbox isa~ 
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thing to have in the house. come in handy, be 
useful at some time or other: Don’t throw that 
plastic bag away; it таг come in ~. 3 (of 
things, places) not far away; available for use: 
Always keep afirst-aidkit ~~. 

handy-man, person clever at doing odd jobs 
of various kinds. 

hand. ily /-ali/ adv 

hang' /hen/ л (sing only) 1 way in which a 
thing hangs: the ~ of a coat/skirt. 2 get the 
hang of sth, (a) see how something works 
or is managed: I’ve been trying to get the ~ of 
this new typewriter. (b) see the meaning or sig- 
nificance of what is said or written: / don’t 
quite get the ~ of your argument. 

hang? /hen/ vt,vi (pt,pp hung /han/ or, for 2 
below, ~ed) (For uses with adverbial particles 
and prepositions, > 5 below.) 1 support, be 
supported, from above so that the lower end is 
free: ~ a lamp from the ceiling. H~ your coat 
on that hook. 2 (pt,pp ~ed) put, be put, to 
death by hanging with a rope around the neck: 
He was ~ed for murder. 3 (various uses) ~ 
wallpaper, attach it to a wall with paste: ~ a 
door, fasten it on hinges. hang fire, (of 
events) be slow in developing. Hang by a 
hair/a single thread, (of a persons’s fate, 
etc) be in a delicate or critical state. 4 leave, eg 
meat, birds, hanging until in the right condi- 
tion for eating: How long has this meat hung 
for? 

5 (uses with adverbial particles and preposi- 
tions): 

hang about/(ajround, stand doing no- 
thing definite, loiter: boys ~ing about at street 
corners. 

hang back, show unwillingness to act or ad- 
vance: When volunteers were asked for, not one 
man hung back. 

hang on, (a) hold tight: He hung on until the 
rope broke. (Ъ) persevere: /t’s hard work, but if 
you ~ on long enough you ll succeed. (с) (in- 
formal) wait (esp when telephone). 

hang sth out, (a) hang (wet clothes, etc) 
from a line to dry. (b) display: ~ out flags for 
the Queen’s visit. 

hang together, (a) (of persons) support 
one another; act in unison: If we all ~ to- 
gether, our plan will succeed. (№) fit well 
together: Their accounts don’t ~ together, are 
inconsistent. 

hang up, replace the receiver at the end of a 
telephone conversation. be hung up, (infor- 
mai) be frustrated; feel inhibited: Everything 
seems to have gone wrong—I feel really hung up 
about things. 

hang-man, executioner who hangs crimi- 
nals. 

‘hang-over, (a) unpleasant after-effects of 
drinking too much alcohol. (b) survival of 
out-of-date news, rules, etc. 

‘hang-up, (feeling of) frustration, ес. D be 
hung at 5 above. 

han-gar /‘hena(r)/ я [С] building for keeping 
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aircraft. | 

hang-er /'henoa(r)/ п [С] device, loop, etc to, 
on or by which something is hung: a'coat-~. 
jhanger-'on, (p/ ~s-on) person who forces 
his company on another or others in the hope 
of profit or advantage. 

hang-ing /‘henin/ n 1 [С] death by hanging: 
There weré three ~s here last month. 2 (usually 
р) curtains, tapestry (to be) hung опа wall. 

hank /henk/2[C] coil of wool, silk, etc. 

han-ker /'henko(r)/ vi have a strong desire: 
~ for sympathy|/after wealth. 
han-ker-ing п. have а ~ing for/after fame. 

hanky /‘henki/ п [С] (р/ -ies) (informal) = 
handkerchief. 

hap-haz-ard /hzp'hezad/ adj, adv acciden- 
tal; (by) chance. 

hap-pen /'hepn/ vi1 take place; come about: 
How did it ~? If anything ~s to him (= If he 
meets with an accident), let me know. 2 
chance; have the fortune: / ~ed to be out when 
he called. 3 find by chance: / ~ed on just the 
thing [ d been looking for. 
hap-pen-ing, (a) (often p/) event: There have 
been strange ~ings here lately. (b) (sl) spon- 
taneous entertainment involving frenzied out- 
bursts of excitement. 

happy /'hep:/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 fortunate; 
lucky; feeling or expressing pleasure, content- 
ment, satisfaction, etc: Their marriage has 
been a ~ one. 2 (in polite formulas) pleased: 
We shall be ~ to accept your kind invitation. 3 
(of language, conduct, suggestions) well suit- 
ed to the situation: a~ thought/idea. 
jhappy-go-'lucky adj carefree. 
hap-pily /-pali/ adv 
hap-pi-ness7[U] 

hara-kiri /,hzro 'kiri/ п [С] suicide by disem- 
bowelment as was practised by Japanese men 
when they believed they had failed in their 
duty. 

har-angue /ha'ren/ п [С] long, loud (often 
scolding) talk or speech. а vt,vi make such a 
speech (to). 

har-ass /‘heras US: ho'res/ vt 1 trouble; 
worry: ~ed by the cares of a large family. 2 
make repeated attacks on: Long ago England 
was ~ed by the Vikings. 
har-ass-:ment n[U] 

harbour (US = -bor) /‘ha:ba(r)/ п [С] 1 
place of shelter for ships: a natural >, eg an in- 
let of the sea. 2 (fig) any place of safety or 
Shelter. о vt,vi 1 give lodging or shelter to; 
protect; conceal: ~ an escaped criminal. 2 hoid 
in the mind: ~ thoughts of revenge. 3 come to 
anchor (ina harbour). 
har-bour-age /-1d3/, (place of) shelter. 

hard' /ha:d/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (contrasted with 
soft) firm; not yielding to the touch; not easily 
cut; solid: as ~ as rock. 2 (contrasted with 
easy) difficult (to understand or explain): She 
found it ~ to make up her mind. That man is ~ 
to please|He is а ~ man to please. 3 causing 
unhappiness, discomfort, or pain; difficult to 
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bear: have/be given a ~ time, experience diffi- 
culties, misfortunes, etc. Jearm sth the hard 
way, by suffering, making a tiring effort, ес. 
4 severe; harsh: a ~ father; ~ words, showing 
no sympathy. take a hard line, be uncom- 
promising. 5 (of the body) having hard 
muscles and not much fat: Exercises soon 
made the boys ~. 6 done, doing, (something) 
with much effort or force; strenuous: a ~ 
worker, 7 (of the weather) severe: а ~ winter! 
frost. 8 (of sounds) The letter ‘с’ 15 hardin‘cat’. 
The letter ‘=’ is ~ in ‘gun’ and soft in ‘gin’. 9 
(various uses) hard and fast (rules, etc), 
that cannot be altered. hard of hearing, 
deaf. 

‘hard-back, book bound in а hard (= stiff) 
cover (contrasted with paperback). 
'hard-board, kind of material like plywood 
in appearance and use. 

jhard 'cash, coins and notes, not a cheque ог 
a promise to pay. 

‘hard court, tennis court with a hard sur- 
face, not of grass. 

jhard ‘currency, one which, because of an 
adverse balance of trade, a country has diffi- 
culty in getting enough of. 

пага 'drugs, those likely to lead to addic- 
tion, eg heroin. 

hard 'facts, reliable facts. 
jhard-'headed = adj по! 
business-like. 
jhard-'hearted adj not showing sympathy. 
jhard ‘labour, hard physical work (done by 
criminals as a punishment). 

jhard 'liquor/'drink, with high alcoholic 
content eg whisky, gin, brandy. 

jhard 'luck/'lines, worse fortune than is 
deserved. 

jhard 'shoulder, hard surface at the side of a 
motorway, to be used in an emergency. 
‘hard-ware, (a) metal goods for domestic 
use, eg pans, locks. (6) (computers) mechanic- 
al equipment (contrasted with information 
and programmes, called software). 
'hard-wood, heavy wood, eg oak, teak. 
jhard-working, working hard(6). 

hard? /ha:d/ adv 1 with great energy; strenu- 
ously; with all one’s force: try ~ to succeed. 2 
severely; heavily: freezing/raining ~. 3 with 
difficulty; with a struggle; painfully: my ,~- 
earned 'money. be hard up, be short of 
money. © also die?(1). 4 so as to be hard(1), 
solid: ,~-'boiled; ,~-boiled'eggs. 

harden /‘ha:dn/ vt,vi make or become hard, 
strong, hardy, etc: а ~ed criminal, one who 
shows no signs of shame or repentance. 

hard-ly /‘ha:dh/ adv 1 only just; not quite; 
scarcely: / ~ know her. Гт so tired I can ~ 
walk. 2 (used to suggest that something 1$ im- 
probable, unlikely or unreasonable): You can 
~ expect me to lend you money again. I need ~ 
say (= И is almost unnecessary for me to say) 
that Гат innocent. 3 (negative in meaning) al- 
most no, not, never: He ~ ever goes to bed be- 
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fore midnight. There's ~ any coal left. H~ 
anybody (= Wery few people) came to the 
meeting. 

hard-ship /'ha:dfip/ и 1 [С] circumstance 
that causes discomfort or suffering: the ~s of 
war. 2 [U] severe suffering: bear ~ without 
complaining. 

hardy /‘ha:di/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 strong; able to 
endure suffering or hardship: A few ~ men 
broke the ice on the lake and had a swim. 2 (of 
plants) able to survive frost: ~ annuals. 3 
bold; ready to face danger. 

hardi-ness и [0] 

hare /heo(r)/ и [С] fast-running field animal 
with long ears and a divided upper lip, like but 
larger than a rabbit. mad as a (March) 
hare, very mad.o virun fast: They ~d off. 
share-'brained adj rash; wild: п ~-brained 
scheme. 

share-'lip, person’s upper lip divided (from 
birth) like that of a hare. 

harem /Ъеэгот/ и [С] women’s part of a 
Muslim household: women living in it. 

hari-cot /'herikou/ n [С] (also ~ bean) kid- 
ney bean; French bean. 

hark /ha:k/ vi 1 (informal) listen to: Just ~ at 
him! 2 hark back (to), refer to something 
done or said earlier. 

har-le-quin /‘ha:lakwin/ и [С] character as in 
Italian comedy or English pantomime. 

har-lot /'ha:lot/ п [С] (archaic, or abusive) 
prostitute. 

harm /ha:m/ п [9] damage; injury: И will do 
you по ~. He meant no ~. out of harm's 
'way, safe. п vt cause harm to. 

harm-ful /-fl/ adj causing harm (10). 
harm-fully /-fali/ adv 

harm-less adj (a) not doing harm (to): ~/ess 
snakes. (b) innocent; inoffensive: Several 
~less spectators were hurt. 

harm-less-ly adv 

har-mon-ica /ha:'mpnikos/ м [С] (p/ ~s) 
kinds of musical instruments using metal bars, 
eg the mouth-organ. 

har-moni-ous /ha:'mounios/ adj 1 pleasing- 
ly or satisfactorily arranged: a ~ group of 
buildings. 2 in agreement; friendly: ~ neigh- 
bours. 3 tuneful. 

har-moni-ous-ly adv 

har-mo-nium /ha:'mauniem/ п [С] (р/ ~s) 
musical instrument with a keyboard and 
metal reeds, supplied with wind by means of 
bellows. 

har-mon-ize (also -ise) /‘ha:monaiz/ vi,vi 1 
bring (one thing) into, be in, harmony (with 
another). 2 (music) add notes (to a melody) to 
make chords. 3 (music) sing or play an instru- 
ment in harmony. 
har-mon-iz-ation 
/,ha:monat'zeifn/ n[U] 

har-mony /'ha:moni/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [U] agree- 
ment (of feeling, interests, opinions, etc): rac- 
ial ~. 2 [C,U] (instance or example of) pleas- 
ing combination of related things: the ~ of 
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colour in nature. 3 [C,U] (music) pleasing 
combination of notes sounded together to 
make chords. 

har-ness /‘ha:nis/ п [0] 1 (collective sing) all 
the leatherwork and metalwork by which a 
horse is controlled and fastened to th cart, 
waggon, plough, etc that it pulls. 2 arrange- 
ment of straps, etc for fastening something to 
the body, eg a parachute. в v/ 1 put a harness 
on (a horse). 2 use (a river, waterfall, etc) to 
produce (esp electric) power. 

harp /ha:p/ п [©] upright musical instrument 
with vertical strings played with the fingers. o 
vi 1 play the harp. 2 (fig) talk repeatedly or 
tediously about: She is always ^лие on about 
her misfortunes. 
harpist /-ist/, person who plays the harp. 

har-poon /ha:'pu:n/ п [С] spear on a rope, 
thrown by hand or fired from a gun, for catch- 
ing whales and other large sea-animals. о vt 
strike with a harpoon. 

harp-st-chord /‘ha:psiko:d/ п [С] instru- 
ment like a piano, popular from the 16th to 
the 18th centuries. 

har-rier /‘herio(r)/ я [С] 1 hound used for 
hunting hares. 2 cross-country runner. 

har-row /'herou/ п [С] heavy frame with 
metal teeth or discs for breaking up ground 
after ploughing. с vt use a harrow. 2 (fig) dis- 
tress (the feelings): a ~ing tale of misfortunes. 

harry /‘heri/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 attack frequent- 
ly: The Vikings used to ~ the English coast. 2 
annoy or worry: .money-lenders ~ing their 
debtors. 

harsh /ha:f/ adj (-er, -est) 1 rough and dis- 
agreeable, esp to the senses: a ~ voice. 2 stern, 
cruel, severe: a ~~ judge/ punishment. 
Багз Ву adv 
harsh-ness и [0] 

hart /ha:t/[C] adult male of (esp red) deer. 

har-vest /'ha:vist/ п [С]1 (season for) cutting 
and gathering in of grain and other food 
crops; quantity obtained. 2 (fig) result of ac- 
tion or behaviour: reap the ~ of one’s hard 
work. o vt cut, gather, dig up, a crop: ~ rice. 
harvest 'festival, service of thanksgiving 
in Christian churches after the harvest has 
been gathered. 
har-ves-ter (a) person who harvesis. (b) 
machine for cutting and gathering grain, esp 
the kind that also binds the grain into sheaves 
or (,combine-'harvester) threshes the 
grain. 

has © have’. 

hash /he{/ vt chop (meat) into small pieces. о 
п 1 [U] (dish of) cooked chopped meat. 2 
make a hash of sth, (fig) do it very badly, 
make a mess of it. 

hash-ish, hash-eesh /‘hefi:f/ п [9] = 
cannabis. 

hasn't /'heznt/ = has not. г> have’. 

hasp /hesp/ п [С] metal fastening of a pad- 
lock used with a staple. 

hassle /‘hesl/ п [U] (informal) irritation; 


harness /haunt 


mental struggle: Having to fill in this long 
application is areal ~.0 vtirritate. 

has-sock /'hzsok/ и [С] cushion for kneeling 
on, eg in church. 

haste /heist/ и [9] quickness of movement; 
hurry: Why all this ~~? > speed. 

hasten /'heisn/ vi,vt 1 move or act with 
speed: ~ to tell him the good news. 2 cause to 
ог to be done, to happen quickly or earlier: 
Artificial heating ~s the growth of plants. 

hasty /‘heisti/ adj (-ier, -iest) said, made or 
done (too) quickly: ~ preparations. 
hast-ily /-ali/ adv 
hasti-ness я [0] 

hat /het/ п [С] covering for the head worn out 
of doors. old hat, arubbish. (b) wel! known 
take one’s hat off to, (fig) express admira- 
tion for. taik through one’s hat, (infor- 
mal) talk foolishly. 
hat-ter, person who makes or sells hats. as 
mad as а hatter, very mad. 

hatch’ /hetf/[C] 1 (movable covering over 
an) opening in a door or floor, esp (‘natch- 
way) one in a ship’s deck through which car- 
go is lowered and raised. 2 opening in a wall 
between two rooms, esp a kitchen and a dining 
room, through which dishes, etc are passed. 
Ihatch-back, car with a flap at the back for 
loading or unloading. 

hatch? /hetS/ vt,vi 1 (cause to) break out (of 
an egg): ~ chickens. 2 think out and produce 
(a plan, etc). 

hatchet /‘hetfit/ п [С] light, short-handled 
axe. bury the hatchet, stop quarrelling or 
fighting. 

hatch-way /‘het{wei/n © hatch’. 

hate /heit/ vt 1 have a great dislike of or for: 
My cat ~s dogs. 2 regret: 1 ~ to trouble you. o 
п [О] extreme disiike. 

hate-ful /‘heitfl/ adj causing hatred or strong 
dislike: The bloodshed was ~. 
hate-fully /-fali/ adv 

hatred /'heitrid/ п [О] hate: look with~. 

hat-ter /‘heta(r)/ > hat. 

haughty /‘ho:ti/ adj (-ier, -iest) having or 
showing a high opinion of oneself; arrogant: 
treating staff with ~ contempt. 
haught-ily /-ali/ adv 
haugh-ti-ness 1[U] 

haul /ho:l/ vt.vi pull (with effort or force): 
They ~ed the boat up the beach. вп [С] 1 act of 
hauling. 2 distance along which something is 
hauled. 3 amount gained, esp of fish hauled 
up та net. 4 (fig) catch: The thief mad2 a good 
~, stole many valuables. 

haul-age /‘ho:lid3/ n [U] transport (of 
goods). 

haul-ier /'ho:lra(r) и [С] person or firm that 
contracts to carry goods by road. 

haunch /ho:ntJ/ я [С] (in man and animals) 
part of the body between the ribs and the 
thighs: а dog sitting on its ~es. 

haunt /ho:nt/ v1 visit, be with, habitually or 
repeatedly. 2 (esp of ghosts and spirits) appear 


have/hazard 


repeatedly in. 3 return to the mind repeatedly: 
constantly ~ed by fear of discovery. a п [С] 
place frequently visited by the person(s) 
named: а ^^ of criminals. 

have’ /usual form hav; strong form hev/ auxi- 
liary verb (3rd person sing thas /usual form haz; 
strong form hez/; pt,pp had /usual form had; 
strong form hed/; negative forms haven't 
[hevat/,hasn't /'heznt/, hadn't /‘hednt/) 
1 (used in forming the perfect tenses and the 
perfect infinitive): / ~/Pve finished. He has/ 
He’s gone. H~ you done it? Yes, 1 ~. No, 1 
~wt. I shall ~ done it by next week. 2 (used to 
form an equivalent of an if-clause): Had I (= 
If I had) known,... & if(1). 

have? /hev/ verb (3rd person sing has /hzz/; 
pt,pp had /hed/; negative forms haven't 
[hevnt/, hasn't /‘heznt/, hadn't /‘hednt/) 
(used in the negative and interrogative) with- 
out ‘do’ in GB usage, but not always in US 
usage; in informal style often replaced by have 
got, eg Гуе got for / ~) 1 (in sentences where 
do can be replaced using the verb ‘be’): J ~ no 
doubt (= There is no doubt in my mind) 
that... 2 possess; own: He’s (got) a house in the 
country|five pounds. Has she blue eyes or 
brown eyes? Are her eyes blue or brown? 
(Note: in US usage do is common: Does she ~ 
blue eyes? In GB informal style, the pp got is 
common: Has she got blue eyes?) 3 (used to 
show various connections): How many chil- 
dren ~ they got. 4 (equivalent to be + adj + 
т): Will you ~ the kindness|/gocdness (= 
Please be kind or good enough) to hand me 
that book. (informal) (often with got) hold or 
keep in the mind; exercise some quality of the 
mind; experience (some emotion): H~ you 
(got) any idea where he lives? 6 (used in the inf 
only and always stressed) allow; endure: / 
won’t'~ such conduct. 

have? (for pronunciations © have?) уг (used 
in the negative and interrogative with or with- 
out ‘do’) 1 (expressing obligation or neces- 
sity): You ~n’t (got) to go to school today, ~ 
you? We had to leave early. 2 (in various senses 
as shown in these examples): Do you often ~ 
(= suffer from) colds? H~ you (got) (= Are 
you suffering from) а cold now? How often 
does your dog ~ (ie give birth to) puppies? Can 
you ~ (= take and look after) the children for 
a few days? 

have‘ (for pronunciations > have?) verb (al- 
ways used in the negative and interrogative 
with ‘do’) 1 take; receive; accept; obtain: What 
shall we ~ for dinner? 2 (used with a noun 
where the meaning is the same as the use of the 
noun as a verb): ~ а swim/walk. Let me ~ a 
try/look. 3 experience; undergo: We didn’t ~ 
much difficulty. Did you ~ a good holiday? let 
sb ‘have it, (sl) shoot, punish, etc him. 4 
cause (a person to do something): / must ~ 
these shoes repaired. г> get(2) and also 6 be- 
low. 5 want: J would ~ you know that..., 1 
want you to know that... 6 be effected in some 
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way; experience or suffer: He had his pocket 
picked, something stolen from his pocket. 7 
(a) trick; deceive: Гт afraid youve been had. 
(b) beat; win an advantage over: You had me 
there! & express; maintain: Rumour has it (= 
There 15 a rumour) thut the Prime Minister is 
going to resign. 
9 (uses with adverbial particles and preposi- 
tions): 
have sth back, have it returned: You shail 
~ it back next month. 
have sb in, have him in the room, house, etc: 
We shali be having the decorators in next 
month. have sth in, have in the house, etc: 
Do we ~ enough coal in for winter? 
have sb on, (informal) play a trick on him, 
deceive him. > 7 above. have sth on, (a) be 
wearing: He had nothing on, was naked. (b) be 
busy, engaged: / ~ nothing on tomorrow even- 
ing, Гат free. 
have sth out, cause to be out: ~ a tooth out. 
have it out with sb, reach an understand- 
ing about something by discussion, argument. 
have sb up, (a) have a visitor (up from the 
country, etc). (b) (informal) cause him to ap- 
pear before a magistrate, etc: He was had up 
= was prosecuted) for exceeding the speed 

limit. 

ha-ven /'hervn/ и [С] (fig) place of safety or 
rest. 

hav-er-sack /'hevasek/ п [С] canvas bag 
carried by soldiers, hikers, etc on the back. 

havoc /'hevak/ п [U] widespread damage; 
destruction: The floods caused terrible ~. 

hawk’ /ho:k/ п [С] 1 strong, swift, bird of 
prey. 2 person who favours the use of military 
force in foreign policy. & dove'(2). 

hawk? /ho:k/ vi 1 go from house to house, 
street to street, with goods for sale. 2 (fig) 
spread about: ~ news about. 
hawker, person who hawks goods from a 
barrow ог cart. 

haw-ser '/'ho:za(r)/ и [С] 1 thick, heavy rope. 
2 thin steel cable (used on ships). 

haw-thorn /'ho:60:n/ п [С] thorny shrub or 
tree with white, red or pink blossom and small 
red berries. 

hay /hei/ 7 [9] grass cut and dried for use аз 
animal food. make hay while the sun 
shines, (proverb) make the earliest use of 
one’s opportunities. 
‘hay fever, disease affecting the nose and 
throat, caused by pollen (dust) from various 
plants. 
Ihay-fork, long-handled two-pronged fork 
for turning and lifting hay. 
'hay-rick/-stack, large pile of hay firmly 
packed for storing. > needle(1). 
'hay-wire л [0] wire for tying up bales of hay. 
о adj (infermal) out of order; excited or dis- 
tracted. go haywire, (a) (of persons) be- 
come upset. (b) (of something, eg a plan) be- 
come badly disorganized. 

haz-ard /'hezod/ п [С] risk; danger: 'health 
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~s, eg smoking cigarettes. о vi 1 take the risk 
of; expose to danger: Rock-climbers some- 
times ~ their lives. 2 try to make: ~ a guess. 
haz-ard-ous /-55/ adj risky: а ~eus climb. 

haze /heiz/ п [0] 1 thin mist. 2 (fiz) mental 
confusion or uncertainty. 

hazel /'heizi/ п 1 [С] bush with edible nuts. 2 
[U] (esp of eyes) colour of the shell of the nut, 
reddish-brown. о adj reddish-brown. 

hazy /‘heizi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 misty: а ~ sky. 
2 (fig) vague; slightly confused; uncertain: ~ 
about what to do next. 
haz-ily /-sli/ adv 
hazi-nessn[U] 

H-bomb Лец bom/ я [С] hydrogen bomb. 

he /hi:/ pron 1 male person or animal previous- 
ly referred to: Where’s your brother? Oh, ~’s in 
Paris. 2 (often as a prefix) male: a'~-goat. Is it 
а ^^ ога she? 

head!’ /hed/ п [С] 1 that part of the body 
which contains the eyes, nose, mouth and 
brain: They cut his ~ off. 2 (as a measure) 
head’s length: The Queen’s horse wonbya~.3 
that side of a coin on which the head of a ruler 
appears (the other side being the fai/). be un- 
able to make ,head ог Ча! of sti, be un- 
able to understand it. 4 person: 50 dinners at 
£1.50 a ~. 5 (pl unchanged) one animal in a 
flock or herd: 50 ~ of cattle. 6 intellect; imagi- 
nation; power to reason: He made the story up 
out of his own ~. 7 natural aptitude or talent: 
He has a good ~ for business. 8 something like 


a head in form or position, eg the part that is 


pressed (the ~ of a pin), struck (the ~ of a 
nail), used for striking (the ~ of a hammer). 9 
top: at the ~ of the page/staircase. 10 upper 
end: the ~ (waters) of the Nile, its sources and 
upper streams; the ~ of a bed, where a per- 
son’s head rests. 11 (of plants) mass of leaves 
or flowers at the top of a stem or stalk: a fine~ 
of cabbage. 12 (often as an adjective) ruler; 
chief; position of command: ~s of govern- 
ment, eg the President of the US, the Prime 
Minister of GB; at the ~ of the class, having 
gained the highest marks; the ~ office, the 
chief or most important office. 13 front; front 
part: at the ~ of the procession. 14 (chiefly in 
proper names) projecting part, cape: Beachy 
H~. >> headland. 15 body of water kept ata 
certain height (eg for a hydroelectric power 
station). 16 pressure or force of a confined 
body of steam, etc: They kept up a good ~ of 
steam. 17 main division in a discourse, essay, 
etc: a speech arranged under five ~s. > head- 
ing. 18 foam on a liquid that has been poured 
out, esp beer. 19 point rising from a boil or 
other swelling on the flesh: The Бой came to a 
~. 20 (various phrases) be above/go over 
one’s head, be too difficult to understand. 
bite sb’s head off, scold them angrily. 
come to a head, (fig) reach a crisis: Affairs 
have come toa~. eat one’s head off, eat a 
great deal. give sb his head, (fig) leave him 
to act freely. go to one’s head. (a) (of liqu- 


haze / -headed 


or) intoxicate: The whisky went to his ~. (b) 
excite: His successes have gone to his ~, made 
him conceited, etc. have a good ‘head on 
one’s shoulders, have practical ability, 
common sense, ес. ,jread over ‘heels, (a) 
headlong: fall ~ over heels. (b) (fig) deeply or 
completely: ~ over heels in debt/in love. keep 
one‘s head, keep calm in a crisis. jaugh/ 
scream one’s head off, \augh/scream 
loudly. Jose one’s head, become confused 
or excited. (go) off one’s head, (а) (be- 
come) crazy; mad. (b) (become) wildly excit- 
ed. put our/your, etc heads together, 
consult together. put sth into a person's 
head, suggest it to him. put sth out of 
one’s head, stop thinking about it. talk 
one’s head off, talk a great deal. turm sb’s 
head, make them conceited. (be) weak in 
the head, (be) not very intelligent. 
‘head-ache 7 [C,U] (a) pain in the head. (b) 
(informal) troublesome problem: more 
~aches for the Government. 
'head-dress, (ornamental) covering for the 
head. 
‘Ihead-hunter, savage who cuts heads off 
and keeps them as trophies. 
'head-lamp, powerful lamp fixed to the front 
of a motor-vehicle, etc. 
'head-land, = head(14). 
ihead-light, large lamp on the front of a 
motor-vehicle, etc. 
'head-line, newspaper heading. 
'‘head-man, chief man of a tribe, etc. 
jhead-'master/'mistress/'teacher, prin- 
cipal teacher of a school. 
‘head-on adj, adv (of collisions) with the 
front parts (of vehicles) meeting: a ,~-on col'li- 
sion; collide ,~-'on. 
‘ihead-phones, receivers fitting over the 
head (for radio, etc). 
jhead-'quarters п (sing or pl) place from 
which (eg police, army) operations are 
controlled. 
'ihead-rest, something that supports the 
head. 
'‘head-room, = clearance(2). 
‘head-set, = headphones. 
‘head-stone, stone set up at the head of a 
grave. 
head- way, progress: make ~way. 
‘head-wind, one that blows directly into 
one’s face, or against the course ofa ship. 
'ihead-word, the first word of a dictionary 
entry. 

head? /hed/ v,vi 1 be at the head or top of: ~ 
a procession; Smith's name ~ed the list. 2 
strike, touch, with the head (eg the ball in 
football). 3 head sth/sb off, get in front of, 
so as to turn back or aside: ~ off a flock of 
sheep (to prevent them from going the wrong 
way). 4 move in the direction indicated: ~ 
south; ~ straight for home; (fig) be ~ing for 
disaster. 

-headed /-hedid/ suffix having the type or 
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number of heads mentioned: ,empty-'headed; 
a ,three-headed ‘monster. 

header /'heda(r)/ п [С] 1 fall, dive or jump 
with the head first: take a ~ into a swimming 
pool. 2 (football) act of striking the ball with 
the head. 

heading /'hedin/ п [С] word or words print- 
ed at the top of a section (to show the subject 
of what follows). 

head-long /'hedlon US: -lo:1/ adv, adj 1 with 
the head first: fal/ ~. 2 thoughtless(ly) and 
hurried(ly): rush ~ into a decision. 

head-strong /‘hedstron US: -stro:n/ adj 
obstinate; refusing advice. 

heady /'hedi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 acting, done, 
on impulse; headstrong. 2 (of alcoholic drink) 
having a quick effect on the senses. 3 (fig) (eg 
of sudden success) having an exciting effect. 

heal /hi:l/ vt,vi 1 (esp of wounds) (cause to) 
become healthy and sound: The wound soon 
~ed ир[оуег. > also faith-healing. 2 (fig) ~ a 
quarrel, end it. 
healer, person or thing that heals: Time is a 
greal ~er. 

healt НВ /hel@/ п [0] 1 condition of the body or 
the mind; (used in names of organizations, 
etc): the ,World 'H~ Organisation (abbr 
WHO). 2 (esp) state of being well and free 
from ilJness. 

healthy /'hel61/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 having good 
health; well, strong and able to resist disease: 
The children look very ~. (Note: well is the 
usual word in polite references, eg / hope 
you're well.) 2 likely to produce good health: а 
~ climate. 3 showing good health: a ~ appe- 
tite. 
health.ily /-ali/ adj 

heap /hi:p/ п [С] 1 number of things, mass of 
material, piled up: a ~ of sand. 2 (informal) 
large number; plenty: We have ~s of books| 
пте. о vt 1 put ina heap: ~ (up) stones. 2 fill; 
load: ~ a plate with food; a ~ed spoonful, 
more than a level spoonful. 

hear /hia(r)/ vt,vi (pt,pp ~d /hs3:d/) 1 become 
aware of (sound, etc) ‘with the ears: / ~d 
someone laughing. 2 be told or informed: Have 
you ~d the news? [ve just ~d about his 
dismissallillness. hear from sb, receive a let- 
ter, news, etc: How often do you ~ from your 
sister? hear of sb/sth, have knowledge of. 
P ve never ~d of her} the place, know nothing of 
her/the place. 3 listen to; pay attention to: 
You'd better ~ what they have to say. hear sb 
out, listen to the end: Don’t judge me before 
I ve finished my explanation; ~ те out, please. 
4 (of a judge in a law court) try (a case): The 
court ~d the evidence. 
j#Hear! 'Hear! (used as a form of cheering). 
hearer, person who hears. 

hear-ing /‘hiorin/ n 1 [U] ability to hear; 
perception of sound: Her ~ is poor, She is 
rather deaf. be hard of hearing, deaf. 2[U] 
distance within which one can hear: in the ~ of 
Strangers, where strangers may hear. 


within/out of hearing, near enough/not 
near enough to hear or be heard. 3 [С] оррог- 
tunity of being heard (esp in self-defence). a 
fair hearing, an opportunity of having 
evidence, reasons, heard fairly. 4 [С] (/egal) 
trial of a case at law, esp before a judge with- 
out ajury. 

‘hearing-aid, electronic device to improve 
hearing. 

hear-say /‘hiosei/ п [U] rumour; what one 
has heard another person or other persons 
sav: [don’t believe it; it's only~. 

hearse /hs:s/ n [С] vehicle for carrying a cof- 
fin at a funeral. 

heart /ha:t/ п [С] 1 that part of the body 
which pumps blood: When a man’s ~ stops 
heating, he dies. 2 centre of the emotions, esp 
love; deepest part of one’s nature: a man witha 
kind ~. at heart, deep down; basically. 
from (the bottom of) one’s heart, sin- 
cerely. to one’s heart's content, as much 
as, for as long as, etc one wishes. with aff 
one’s heart, completely and willingly: / love 
you with all my ~. heart and ‘soul, сот- 
pletely: Гт yours ~ and soul. break a per- 
son's heart, make him very sad. (learn/ 
know sth) by heart, from memory. 
(have) a change of heart, change that 
makes one a better person. have one’s 
heart in one’s mouth, be anxious, badly 
frightened. have one’s heart in the right 
piace, have true or kind feelings. have 
one’s heart set on sth, © set?(8). lose 
heart, be discouraged. set one’s heart on 
sth/having sth/doing sth, etc, desire 
greatly, be very anxious (to have, to do, etc). 
take heart (from), gain courage (from). 
take sth to heart, be much affected by it. 3 
central part: in the ~ of the forest. the ‘heart 
of the matter, the essence. 4 (of a vegetable, 
etc) the central part: a cabbage ~. 5 heart- 
shaped thing, esp the red design used on some 
playing-cards: the ten/queen of ~s. 6 (as a 
term of endearment toa person): 'sweet~. 
'heart-ache, deep sorrow. 

‘heart attack, sudden irregular working of 
the heart, often causing death. 

'‘heart-beat, movement of ihe heart (about 
70 beats а minute). 

'heart-break, overwhelming sorrow. 
heart-break-ing adj causing deep sorrow. 
'heart-broken, overwhelined by sorrow. 
'heart-burn, burning sensation in the lower 
part of the chest, caused by indigestion. 
‘heart-felt adj sincere: ~ felt emotion|thanks. 
iheart-strings, deepest feelings of love. 
‘heart-throb, (dated) person, eg a pop Star, 
who is fanatically admired. 

heart-less adj unkind; without pity. 
heart-less-ly adv 


-hearted /ha:tid/ suffix having the heart(2) 


mentioned: ,kind-'~; ,broken-'~, = heart- 
broken. 
hearten /‘ha:tn/ vr give courage to; cheer: 


289 


‚ ~ing news. 

hearth /ha:0/ п [С] 1 (floor of a) fireplace. 2 
(fig) fireside as representing the home. 

heart-ily /'ha:tali/ adv 1 with goodwill, cour- 
age or appetite: eat ~. 2 very: ~ sick of this 
wet weather. 

heart-land /‘ha:tlend/ и [С] central, most 
important region ina country. 

hearty /‘ha:ti/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of feelings) 
strong; sincere: give a person а ~ welcome. 2 
strong; in good health: still hale and ~ at 
eighty-five. 3 (of meals, appetites) big: a ~ 
meal. 

heat! /hi:t/ 1 [0] hotness: the ~ of the sun’s 
rays. & prickly heat. 2 [U] (fig) intense feel- 
ing: in the ~ of the debate/argument. 3 [С] 
competition the winners of which take part in 
(further competitions leading to) the finals: 
trial| preliminary ~s. 4(U] be on heat, (of fe- 
male mammals) in a period or condition of 
sexual excitement. 
Iheat-stroke, sudden illness caused by very 
hot weather. 
'heat-wave, unbroken period of unusually 
hot weather. 

heat? /hi:t/ vt,vi1 make or become hot: ~ (up) 
some water. 2 (fig) become excited: a ~ed dis- 
cussion, one during which strong feelings are 
shown. 
heat-ed-ly adv in an excited manner. 
heater, device for supplying warmth to a 
room, or for heating water, etc: an'oil-~er. 

heath /hi:6/ 2 1 [С] area of wasteland, esp if 
covered with the shrubs called heath. 2 [СХ] 
(kinds of) low evergreen shrub with small 
purple, pink or white flowers, eg heather. 

hea-then /‘hi:dn/ 21 [С] (p/ without -s when 
used with the) believer in a religion other than 
the chief world religions: The Saxons who in- 
vaded England in olden times were ~s. 2 [C] 
person whose morals, etc are disapproved of: 
a young ~, wild, ill-mannered youth. 
hea-then-ish /-1[/ adj 

heather /'heda(r)/ n [0] shrub with small 
light-purple or white flowers. 

heave /hi:v/ vt,vi(pt,pp ~d ог 6 hove /hauv/) 
1 raise, lift up (something heavy): ~ the anch- 
or. 2 produce: ~ a sigh|groan. 3 (informal) lift 
and throw: ~ a brick through a window. 4 pull 
(at a rope, etc). 5 rise and fall regularly; move 
up and down. 6 (of a sailing-ship) (cause to) 
come to a standstill (without anchoring or 
mooring): The ship hove to. вп [С] act of heav- 
ing: withamighty ~. 

heaven /‘hevn/ и [С] 1 home of God and the 
saints: die and go 10 ~. 2 (usually H~) God, 
Providence: Thank H~ you were not killed. 3 
(as an exclamation): Good H~s! 4 place, state, 
of supreme happiness. 5 (often p/) the sky. 
move ,heaven and ‘earth, do everything 
possible (to help, etc). 
jheaven-'sent adj very suitable; fortunate: a 
~ sent opportunity. 
heaven-ward(s) /-wad(z)/ adj, adv. 
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heav-en-ly /'hevonli/ adj 1 of, from, like, 
heaven: a ~ angel/vision. 2 of more than 
earthly excellence. 3 (informal) very pleasing: 
What a~ dress! 
heavenly 'body, sun, moon, planet, etc. 

heavy /‘hev:/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 having (esp 
great) weight; difficult to lift, carry or move: 
It's too ~ for me to lift. 2 of more than usual 
size, amount, force, etc: ~ rain/work; а ~ 
heart, made sad; a~ smoker; ~ food, rich, dif- 
ficult to digest. heavy going, difficult or 
boring. 3 (of persons) slow in speech or 
thought; (of writing or painting) dull, tedious. 
4 (of bodily states) inactive: ~ with sleep|wine. 
о adv heavily: The crime lies ~ on his con- 
science. 
jheavy-'hearted adj very sad. 
jheavy-'laden adj (a) carrying a heavy load. 
(b) (fig) having a sad heart. 
iheavy-weight, boxer weighing 175 lb (79.3 
kg) or more. 
heav.ily /'hevali/ adv 
heavi-ness п [0] 

He-braic /hi:'breuk/ adj Hebrew. 

He-brew /'hi:bru:/ и [С] 1 Jew; Israelite. 2 
(a) language used by the ancient Hebrews (as 
in the Old Testament). (b) language now 
spoken by the people of Israel. а adj of the 
Hebrew language or people. 

heck /hek/ n (s/) (used in exclamations) hell: 
Oh! What the ~! 

heckle /'‘hekl/ vz interrupt and ask questions 
at a meeting: ~ the Socialist candidate. 
heck-ler /'heklo(r)/, person who heckles. 

hec-tare /'hekta:(r) US: -tear/ п [С] metric 
measure of area, 10000 sq metres (= 2-471 
acres). 

hec-tic /'hektik/ adj full of excitement and 
without rest: leada ~ life. 

hecto- | hektau/ prefix 
'~gram(me), 109 grammes. 

he'd /hi:d/ = he had; he would. 

hedge /hed3/ п [С] 1 row of bushes, shrubs or 
tall plants, etc forming a boundary for a field, 
garden, etc. 2 (fig) means of defence against 
possible loss: buy gold/diamonds as a ~ 
against inflation. в vt,vi 1 put a hedge or (fig) 
barrier round: ~ a field; ~ a person in/round 
with rules and regulations. 2 avoid giving a 
direct answer to a question: Answer ‘yes’ or 
‘no’ —don’t ~! 3 (informal) protect a bet, in- 
vestment, by compensating transactions: ~ 
one’s bets. 
'hedge-row, row of bushes forming a hedge. 

hedge-hog /'hed3hng US: -ho:g/ п [С] 
insect-eating animal covered with spines. 

he-don-ism /‘hi:donizom/ и [U] belief that 
pleasure is the chief good. 
he-don-ist /-1st/ п [С] believer in hedonism. 
he-don-is-tic /,hi:do'nistik/ adv 

heed /hi:d/ vt pay attention to: ~ а warning. в 
и [О] attention, notice: pay ~ to|/take no ~ ofa 
warning. 
heed-ful /-fl/ adj: be more ~ful of advice. 


hundred: 


heehaw/hemoglobin 


heed-less adj: ~/ess of danger. 

hee-haw /‘hi:ho:/ л [U] 1 noise made by an 
ass. 2 rude laugh. 

heel! /hi:l/ и [С] 1 back part of the human 
foot; part of a sock, stocking, etc covering 
this; part of a shoe, boot, etc supporting this. 
at/(upjon sb’s/sth’s heel(s), close 
behind: Famine often follows on the ~s of war. 
down at heel, (of a person) untidy and 
poor. head over heels, © head'(20). 
come to heel, (a) (of a dog) come, walk, 
close behind its master. (b) (fig) submit to dis- 
cipline and control. take to one’s heels, 
run away. turn on one’s heel, turn sharply 
round. 2 (s/) worthless person. с yt put a heel 
on. 

\well-'heeled adj(s/) very rich; drunk. 
heel? /hi:l/ vi,vt hee/ over, (of a ship) (cause 
to) lean over to one side. 

hef-ty /‘hefti/ adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) big, 
strong: a~ increase|/farm worker. 

he-gem-ony /hi'gemoni US: hi'dzemoni/ и 
[С] (р! -ies) (formal) leadership, esp of one 
state in a group of states. 

He-gira, He-jira /'hed3ira/ я Muhammad’s 
flight from Mecca to Medina; Muslim era 
reckoned from this (AD 622). 

heifer /'hefa(r)/ п [С] young cow that has not 
yet had a calf. 

height /hait/ п [С] 1 measurement from bot- 
tom to top; distance to the top of something, 
esp from sea-level: the ~ of a mountain. What 
is your ~? How tall are you? 2 high place: on 
the mountain ~s. 3 greatest, best degree: the ~ 
of his ambition|of fashion] of a storm. 

heighten /‘haitn/ уу’ make or become 
high(er); make greater in degree: ~ a person’s 
anger. . | 

hei-nous /'heinas/ adj (of crime) extremely 
bad; atrocious. 
hei-nous-ly adv 

heir /ea(r)/ п [С] person with the legal right to 
receive a title, property, etc when the owner 
dies: He is ~ to alarge fortune. 

heir-ess /'earis/ п [С] female heir. 

heir-loom /'ealu:m/ и [С] something handed 
down ina family for several generations. 

He-jira /‘hedzira/n = Hegira. 

held /held/ pt,pp of hoid?. 

heli-cop-ter /‘helikopta(r)/ и [С] kind of air- 
craft with horizontal revolving blades (rotors). 

heli-port /'helipo:t/ и [С] airport for helicopt- 
ers. 

he-lium /‘hi:liom/ п [С] light, colourless gas 
(symbol He) that does not burn, used in bal- 
loons and airships. 

Кей /hel/ n [С] 1 (in some religions) place of 
punishment after death. 2 place, condition, of 
great suffering or misery: suffer ~ on earth. 
play hell with sb, become very angry with 
him. 3 (informal) (used in exclamations, to ex- 
press anger, or to intensify a meaning): What 
the ~ do you want? He ran like ~, very fast. 1 
like him a~ of a lot, very much. for the hell 
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of it, for no particular reason. 
hell-ish /-1{/ adj horrible. 

he'll /hi:l/ = he wiil; he shall. 

hello /he'lou/ int = hallo. 

helm /helm/ и [С] handle (also called tiller) or 
wheel for moving the rudder of a boat or ship. 
at the helm, (fig) in control. 
helms-man, man at the helm. 

hel-met /'helmit/ и [С] protective covering 
for the head as worn by soldiers, police, 
motor-cyclist, ete. 

helot /‘helot/ и [С] 1 one of a class of slaves in 
ancient Sparta. 2 (fig) member of a low social 
class. 

help’ /help/ 11 [Ч] act of helping: Thank you 
for your kind ~. 2 (sing with a, an) person or 
thing that helps: Your advice was a great ~.3 
[9] remedy: There’s no ~ for it. 4 [С] girl or 
woman paid to do the housework. > also 
home help. 
helper, person who helps. 
help-ful /-fl/ adj giving help. 
help-fully /-fali/ adv 
help-ing, (esp) portion of food served at a 
meal: three ~ings of pie. 
help-less adj (a) not receiving help. (b) de- 
pendent on others: a ~/ess invalid. 
help-less-ly аду 

help? /help/ vt,vi 1 do part of the work of an- 
other person; make it easier for (a person) to 
do something or for (something) to happen: / 
can’t lift this box by myself, please ~. те. We 
~ed the old man out of the car. Would it ~ you 
to know that...,if 1 told you that... help 'out, 
give help (esp in a crisis). 2 serve with food, 
drink, etc: H~ yourself to the fruit. 3 (used 
with can/cannot/can’t) avoid; refrain; prevent: 
I can’t ~ thinking he’s still alive. She burst out 
crying; she couldn't ~ herself. It can’t be ~ed, 
is inevitable. 

hel-ter-skel-ter /,helto 'skelta(r)/ adv in 
disorderly haste. ол [С] spiral slide'(2) in a 
fairground, etc. 

hem! /hem/ м [С] border or edge of cloth, esp 
one on an article of clothing, when turned and 
sewn down. о у! (-mm-) 1 make a hem on. 2 
enclose; confine; surround: ~med in by the 
enemy. 
'‘hem-line, (esp) lower edge of a skirt or dress. 

hem? (also h’'m) /hom/ int (used to indicate 
doubt, etc or to call attention). 

hemi-sphere /‘hemisfia(r)/ и [С] 1 half a 
sphere. 2 half the earth. 
the Eastern hemisphere, Europe, Asia, 
Africa and Australia. 
the Northern/Southern hemisphere, 
north/south of the equator. 
the Western hemisphere, М and 5 
America. 

hem-lock /'hemlok/ п [C,U] (small, white 
plant which produces a) poison. 

he-mo-glo-bin (also hae-) /,;hi:zma'glaubin/ 
n{U] colouring matter of the red corpuscles of 
the blood. 
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he-mo-philia (also hae-) /,hizmo'filio/ и [U] 
(usually hereditary) tendency of blood (froma 
wound, etc) not to clot, so that bleeding conti- 
nues. 
he-mo-phil-iac (also hae-) /,hi:mo'filiek/ и 
[C] person having hemophilia. 

hem-or-rhage (also hzem-) /'hemorid3/ и 
[U] (med) bleeding; [С] instance of this. 

hem-or-rhoids (also haem-) /'hemoroidz/ 
п pl (med) swelling of a vein or veins, esp at or 
near the anus. 

hemp /hemp/ и [U} 1 (kinds of) plant from 
which coarse fibres are obtained for the manu- 
facture of rope and cloth. 2 (also indian ~) 
narcotic from the flowering tops, seed and re- 
sin of such plants, eg cannabis, marijuana. 
hempen /'hempn/ adj made of, like, hemp: а 
~en rope. 

hem-stitch /'hemstit{/ уг, п [С] (ornament 
the hem of a dress, etc with a) decorative stitch 
made by pulling out some of the threads and 
tying the cross-threads in groups. 

hen /hen/ п [С] 1 female of the common 
domestic fowl. & cock'(1). 2 female (of the 
bird named): 'guinea-~, 'pea-~. 

'hen-coop, hut for keeping poultry in. 

‘hen-house, building for poultry. 
-'hen-party, (informal) party for women 

only. > stag-party. 

‘hen-pecked adj (informal) (of a man) ruled 

by his wife. 

hence /hens/ adv 7 from here; from now: a 
week ~,in a week’s time. 2 for this reason. 
shence-'forth, ,hence-'forward, аду from 
now on; in future. 

hench-man /‘hent{mon/ и [C] (p/ -men) 
faithful supporter, esp one who obeys without 
question the orders of his leader. 

henna /'heno/ и [0] (plant, kind of Egyptian 
privet, producing) reddish-brown dye stuff for 
colouring leather, the hair, etc. 
hen-naed /'henad/ adj dyed with henna. 

hepa-titis /,hepo'taitis/ п [(U] inflammation 
of the liver. 

hep-ta-gon /'heptegen US: -доп/ и [С] plane 
figure with 7 (esp equal) sides. 
hep-tag-onal /hep'tegonl/ adj seven-sided. 

her /ho(r) strong form: Вз:(г)/ personal pron 
(used as object form of she): Give ~ the book. 
о possessive adj of or belonging to her: That’s 
'~ hat, not yours. It’s all~ own work. 

her-ald /'herald/ п [С] 1 person (formerly) 
making public announcements for, and carry- 
ing messages from, a ruler. 2 person or thing 
foretelling the coming of a person or thing: Jn 
England the cuckoo is а ~ of spring. 3 official 
who keeps records of families that have coats 
of arms. о vt (formal) proclaim the approach 
of. 
her.-al-dic /he'reldik/ adj 
iher-aldry n[U] science dealing with the coats 
of arms, descent and history of old families. 
herb /hs:b US: orb/ п [С] 1 small, soft- 
stemmed flowering plant. 2 plant of this kind 


hemophilia / hermaphrodite 


whose leaves or seeds, because of their scent or 
flavour, are used in medicine or for flavouring 
food, eg sage, mint. 
herb-age /-id3/ п [U] grass and other field 
plants. 
herbal /-!/ adj of (esp) medicinal herbs: ~al 
remedies. 
herb.al-ist /-alist/, person who grows or sells 
herbs. 

her-ba-ceous /hs:'beifas/ adj (of plants) 
having stems that are not woody: a ~ border, 
border with plants which grow and flower 
year after year. 

her-bivor-ous /h3:'bivores/ adj (of animals) 
feeding on grass, etc. > carnivorous. 

her-cu-lean |,hs3:kjo'li:on/ adj having, need- 
ing, great powers of body or mind: а ~ task. 

nerd /ha:d/ и [С] 1 number of animals, esp 
cattle, feeding or going about together: a ~ of 
cattle/deerj/elephants. 2 (used chiefly in com- 
pounds) keeper of a herd: a 'cow~. a vi,vt 
(cause to) gather (as) into a herd; look after a 
herd: We were ~ed together like cattle. 
herds-man, keeper of a herd. 

here /hio(r)/ adv of place or direction 1 in, at, 
to, towards, this point of place: Come ~. I live 
~.H~ comes the bus! H~ youare|it is! Do you 
live near ~? 2 at this point (in a series of 
events, in a process, etc): H~ the speaker 
paused to have a drink. Here goes! Now Рт 
going to make a start, have а go. 3 ,here and 
‘there, in various places. ,here, there and 
‘everywhere, in every part; all around. 
neither here nor 'there, (informal) irrele- 
vant: He may deny it but its neither ~ nor 
there. 4 (used to call attention, or for emphas- 
is): My friend ~ was a witness of the accident. 5 
(used when answering a roll-call) present. 6 
(used when drinking to a person’s health, etc): 
H~’s to the bride and bridegroom! 
;here-a'bouts adv near or about here. 
here-'after adv, п [0] (in the) future; the life 
after death. | 
'пеге-Бу adv (lega/) by reason of this. 
jhere-'in adv (lega/) in this. 
ihere-'of adv (legal) of or about this. 
jhere-'with аду with this. 

her-ed-itary /hi'reditri US: -teri/ adj passed 
on from parent to child, from one generation 
to following generations: ~ rulers/diseases. 

her-ed-ity /hi'redoti/ м [U] 1 tendency to 
pass characteristics on to offspring, etc. 2 
characteristics, etc so passed on. 

her-esy /'herasi/ я [СУ] (pi -ies) (holding of 
a) belief or opinion contrary to what is gener- 
ally accepted, esp in religion: be guilty of ~. 

her-etic /'heratik/ п [С] person guilty of, sup- 
porting, heresy; person who holds an unor- 
thodox opinion. 
her-eti-cal /hi'retikl/ adj of heresy of her- 
etics: ~al beliefs. 

heri-tage /‘heritid3/ п [С] that which has 
been or may be inherited. 

her-maph-ro-dite /hs:'mefrodait/ n [С] 


hermetic /hieroglyph 


animal or other creature, eg an earthworm, 
which has both male and female sexual organs 
or characteristics. 

her-metic /hs:'metik/ adj completely air- 
tight. 
her-meti-cally adv: ~ally sealed. 

her-mit /‘hs:mit/ я [С] person living in isola- 
tion from others. 
her-mit-age /-id3/ и [С] living-place of a her- 
mit. 

her-nia /'hs:nia/ и [9] rupture, esp part of the 
bowel through the muscle wall of the ab- 
domen. 

hero /'hiorsu/ п [С] (р/ ~es) 1 boy ог man re- 
spected for bravery or noble qualities. 2 chief 
man in a poem, story, play, eic. 
'ihero-ism /'hersuizom/ n[U] quality of being 
a hero; courage. 

her-oic /hi'rauik/ а4/ 1 of, like, fit for, a hero: 
~ deeds|tasks. 2 of a size larger than life: a 
statue оп а ~ scale. 3 (of poetry) dealing with 
heroes. 4 (of language) grand; attempting 
great things. 
her-oics п р/ (a) grand talk or sentiments. 
(b) bravery; brave actions. 
he-roi-cally /-kli/ adv 

her-oin /'herauin/ п [U] narcotic drug pre- 
pared from morphine. 

her-oine /'herauin/ и [С] female hero. 

heron /'heran/ и [С] long-legged water-bird 
living in marshy places. 

her-ring /‘herin/ п [С] (p/ usually unchanged) 
seafish valued as food (fresh, salted or dried). 
2> red herring. 
'her-ring-bone adj n[U] pattern for stitching 
(like the spine and bones of a herring). 

hers /hs:z/ possessive pron of or belonging to 
her: Js she his friend or ~? He’s a friend of ~. 

her-self /ho'self strong form: Вз:-| pron 1 (ref- 
lexive): She hurt ~. She ought to be ashamed of 
~. (all) by herself, (a) alone. (b) without 
help. 2 (used for emphasis): She told me the 
news ~. 3 She’s not quite ~ today, not in her 
normal state of health or mind. 

hertz /hsa:ts/ и [С] (symbol Hz) unit of fre- 
quency equal to one cycle per second. 

he’s /hi:z/ = he is; he has. 

hesi-tant /'hezitont/ adj tending to hesitate. 
hesi-tant-ly adv 
hesi-tance /-ons/, hesi-tancy /-ons1/[U] 

hesi-tate /'heziteit/ vi show signs of uncer- 
tainty or unwillingness in speech or action: 
He’s still hesitating about joining. 
hesi-tat-ing-ly adv 

hesi-ta-tion /,hezi'teifn/ я 1 [U] state of 
hesitating. 2 [С] instance of this: His doubts 
and ~s were tedious. 

hes-sian /'hesion US: ‘hefn/ и [U] strong, 
coarse cloth of hemp or jute. 

het-ero-dox /'hetoradpks/ adj not normal, 
accepted, established. 
het-ero-doxy, heterodox state, activity. 

het-ero-gen-eous /,hetora'd3i:nios/ adj 
different; made up of different kinds: the ~ 
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population of the USA, of many different 
races. > homogeneous. 

het-ero-sex-ual —_/,hetora'seksfual/ аа] 
attracted to/by the opposite sex. 

het-up /,het 'ap/ adj (informal) worried. 

hew /hju:/ vt,vi (pt ~ed, pp ~ed or ~n) 1 сш. 
(by striking or chopping); aim cutting blows 
(at, among): ~ down а branch. 2 shape by 
chopping: и timber. 3 make by hard work: 
~ outa career for oneself. 
hewer, person who hews: ~ of coal. 

hexa-gon /'heksagon US: -доп/ я [С] flat 
figure with 6 (esp equal) sides. 
hex-ag-onal /heks'eganl/ adj six-sided. 

ney /hei/ int (used to call attention, to express 
surprise, etc). 

hey-day /'he: dei/ п (sing only) time of 
greatest prosperity or power: in the ~ of steam 
railways. 

hi /hai/ int 1 = hey. 2 (esp US) = hallo. 

hi-atus /hai'eites/ и [C] (р/ ~es) gap in a 
series, making it incomplete. 

hi-ber-nate /‘haiboneit/ vi (of some animals) 
pass the whole of the winter in a state like 
sleep. 
hi-ber-na-tion /,haiba'neifn/ n[U] 

hi-bis-cus /hi'biskas/ и [C,U] (usually trop- 
ical) plant or shrub with brightly coloured 
flowers. 

hic-cup, hic-cough /‘hikap/ vr, п [С] 
(have a) sudden stopping of the breath with a 
sound like a cough. 

hick-ory /'hikori/ п [СУ] (р! -ies) (hard 
wood ofa) N American tree with edible nuts. 

hid, hidden © hide’. 

hide’ /haid/ vt,vi (pt hid /hid/, pp hidden 
/"hidn/ or hid) 1 put or keep out of sight; 
prevent from being seen, found or known: 
Quick, ~ yourself! The sun was hidden by the 
clouds. His words had a hidden meaning. 2 be 
or become hidden: Where is he hiding? оп [С] 
(US = blind) place where wild animals, birds, 
etc may be observed, eg by photographers, 
without alarming them. 
Ihide-out/-away, (informal) hiding-place: a 
guerrilla ~-out in the mountains. 
hid-ing n be in/go into hiding, be 
hidden/hide oneself. come out of hiding, 
show oneself. 
'hiding-place, place where a person or thing 
is or could be hidden. 

hide? /haid/ n[C]1 animal’s skin. 2 (informal) 
human skin. 
hid-ing n [С] beating: give/get a good hiding. 

hide-bound /'haidbaund/ adj having, show- 
ing, too much respect for rules and traditions. 

hid-eous /'hidios/ adj very ugly; filling the 
mind with horror: a~ crime/noise|face. 
hid-eous-ly adv 

hi-er-archy /‘hatora:ki/ и [С] (pl -ies) organi- 
zation with grades of authority from lowest to 
highest. 

hi-ero-glyph /‘haioraglif/ п [С] 1 picture or 
figure of an object, representing a word, syll- 
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able or sound, as used in the writing of the an- 
cient Egyptians and Mexicans. 2 other secret 
or unintelligible written symbol. 
hi-ero-glyphic /,harora'glifik/ adj of hiero- 
glyphs. an[C] = hieroglyph. 

hi-fi /,har Ча! adj (informal abbr of) high- 
fidelity. 

high’ /hai/ adj (-er, -est) 1 extending far up- 
wards; measuring (the distance given) from 
the base to the top: There was an aeroplane ~ 
in the sky. How ~ is Mt Everest? (Note: tall is 
used for human beings and for a few things 
which have great height in relation to breadth, 
eg a tall building/tower.) high and dry, 
stranded; abandoned. 2 chief; important: a~ 
official; the ~ altar, т a church. 3 (of sounds) 
at or near the top of the scale; shrill; sharp: 
speak т a ~ tone/key. 4 extreme; great: ~ 
prices/temperatures; have a ~ opinion of her; 
т ~ spirits; have а ~~ (= joyous) time; ~ (= 
luxurious) living; ~ noon|summer, at or near 
its peak. 5 high time, time when something 
should be done at once: /1’5 ~ time you started 
to work. 6 noble; virtuous: ~ aims/ideals. 7 (of 
food, esp meat and fish) a little bad. 8 (infor- 
mal) under the influence of alcoholic drink or 
hallucinatory drugs. 

'high-born adj of noble birth. 

'lhigh-brow п, adj (person) with intellectual 
tastes and interests considered to be superior. 
'high-chair, one on high legs for an infant. 
НВ 'Church, section of the Anglican 
Church which gives great importance to 
church authority, ritual, etc. 

ihigh-'class adj first-class. 

‘High Com'missioner, representative of 
one Commonwealth country in another, equi- 
valent to an ambassador. 

'digh Court, supreme court of justice. 
jhhigh-fi'delity adj (informal abbr hi-fi) (of 
radios, records, tapes and equipment for rep- 
roducing sound) giving faithful reproduction 
by the use of a wide range of sound waves. on 
[С] equipment producing this sound. 
thigh.'flier/-'fiyer ambitious person. 
jhigh-'flown adj pompous; pretentious. 
ihigh-'flying adj ambitious. 
high-'frequency, (abbr hf) radio #е- 
quency of between 3 and 30 megacycles per 
second. 

high-grade adj of superior quality: ~- 
grade ‘petrol. 

ihigh-'handed adj using power or authority 
without consideration for the feelings of an- 
other person. 

lhigh-jack vt = hijack. 

high jump, athletic contest for jumping 
over an adjustable horizontal bar. 
‘high-land, mountainous region; (p/) any 
mountainous parts of acountry. 

high-level adj (of conferences, etc) of per- 
sons in high positions. 

‘high life, (a) fashionable and luxurious 
style of living. (b) (in W Africa) popular kind 


hi-fi / hijack 
of music and dance. 
'high-light, (a) (usually p/) luminous area 
on a photograph, picture, etc which shows 
reflected light; reflection or contrast of light, 
colour. (b) (fig) most obvious or important 
part: the ~lights of the week’s events. а vt give 
prominence or emphasis to. 
{High 'Mass, (RC Church) according to the 
complete rite. 
shigh-'minded adj very serious about тог- 
als, ideals or principles. 
ihigh-'powered adj (a) having, using, great 
power: а ~-powered engine. (Ъ) (of optical in- 
struments) giving great magnification. (с) (of 
persons) important; energetic. 
ihigh 'priest, chief priest. 
high-rise adj (of tall buildings) with many 
storeys or levels: ,~-rise flats. 
'Ihigh-road, main road. 
'High School, secondary school. 
the мор 'seas п р/ all parts of the seas and 
oceans beyond territorial waters. 
'high-sounding adj (of style) pretentious. 
high so'ciety, upper classes; aristocracy. 
jhigh-'spirited adj bold; lively. 
high spot, outstanding feature, memory, 
event, etc. 
'high street, (esp in proper names) main 
street of a town. 
ihigh 'tea, (GB) early evening meal (or late 
tea) in homes where dinner is not eaten in the 
evening. 
тов 'tide, (time at which the) tide is at its 
highest level. 
jhigh 'treason, treason against the State or 
a sovereign. 
'high-up, (informal) person of high rank or 
great importance. 
+high 'water, = high tide. 
'high-way, (a) main public road; main route 
(by air, sea or land). (b) (fig) easiest or most 
direct way. 
‘high-way-man, man, often masked, who 
(formerly) robbed travellers on highways by 


‘using, threatening, violence. 
high? /hai/ adv in or to a high degree: climb ~. 


hold one’s head high, show pride. run 
high, (a) (of the sea) have a strong current 
with a high tide. (5) (of the feelings) be very 
excited. search/hunt/look high and low 
(for sth), look everywhere (for И). 


high? /hai/ n high level: from (on) ~, from 


Heaven; reach anew ~, highest known level. 


high-ly /‘haili/ adv in or to a high degree: a~ 


paid official; а ~~ amusing film. think highly 
of sb, havea high opinion of him. 


high-ness /‘hainis/ n 1 [U] (opposite of low- 


ness) state or quality of being high. 2 [C] title 
used of and to British and various foreign 
princes: His/Her/ Your/ Royal H~. 


hi-jack (also high-jack) /‘haidzzk/ vt1 steal 


goods from, eg a lorry, by stopping it in tran- 
sit. 2 rob (a vehicle of goods) in this way. 3 
use, threaten, force against those in control of 


hike / history 


(an aircraft or vehicle) in order to achieve cer- 
tain aims or to reach a desired destination. 
hi-jacker (also high-jacker), person who 
hijacks. 

hike /haik/ vi, п [С] (informal) (go for a) long 
walk in the country, taken for pleasure or 
exercise. г> hitch-hike. 
hiker, person who hikes. 

hil-ari-ous /hi'learios/ adj (making a person) 
noisily merry; very funny. 
hil-ari-ous-ly adv 
hil-ar-ity /hi'lerat/ и [0] cheerfulness; loud 
laughter. 

hill /hul/ п [С] 1 mass of high land, lower thana 
mountain. 2 slope, eg on a road: drive up a 
steep ~. 3 heap of earth: 'ant~s. 
‘hill-side, side, slope, of a hill. 
‘hill-top, summit of a hill. 
hilly adj (-ier, -iest) having many hills. 

hill-ock /'hiiok/ и [С] small hiil(1). 

hilt /bilt/ n [С] handle of a sword or dagger. 
(up) to the hilt, (fig) completely: His guilt 
was proved to the ~. 

him /him/ personal pron (used as object form 
of he): Give ~ the money. 

him-self /him'self/ pron 1 (reflexive): He cut 
~. He ought to be ashamed of ~. (all) by 
himself, (a) alone. (b) without help. 2 (used 
for emphasis): Did you see the manager ~? 3 
He’s not quite ~ today, not in his normal state 
of health or mind. 

hind' /haind/ adj (of things in pairs, front and 
back) at the back: the ~ legs of а horse. > 
fore. 
'hind-most adj farthest behind or back. 
ihind-'quarters n p/ back part of the halved 
carcass of lamb, beef, etc. 
'hind-sight п [U] becoming aware of the 
characteristics, etc of an event after its occur- 
rence. 

hind? /haind/ п [С] female of (esp the red) 
deer. 

hin-der /'hinda(r)/ vt obstruct; get in the way 
of: Don’t ~ me in my work. 

hin-drance /‘hindrons/ и [С] person or thing 
that hinders: You are more of a~ than a help. 

Hindi /'hindi/ м, adj of one of the official lan- 
guages of N India. 

Hindu /,hin'du: US: 'hindu:/ п [С] person, esp 


of М India, whose religion is Hinduism. о adj 


of the Hindus. 
Hindu-ism /-12эт/ п [U] religion involving 
religious, social and philosophical beliefs with 
elaborate ritual, a belief in reincarnation, and 
a divinely ordained caste system. 

hinge /hind3/ п [С] 1 joint on which a lid, 
door or gate turns or swings. 2 (fig) central 
principle on which something depends. о vt, vi 
1 support, attach with, a hinge or hinges. 2 
hinge on/upon., (fig) depend on. 

hint /hint/ n [С] slight or indirect indication or 
suggestion. take a hint, realize (and do) 
what is suggested: / know how to takea~.0 
vi,vi 1 suggest; give a hint: / ~ed that he ought 
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to work harder. 2 refer indirectly to: He ~ed at 
my bad pronunciation. 

hin-ter-land /‘hintolend/ п < 1 area of 
land supplying goods to a port. 2 coastal areas 
ofa country, esp uncivilized regions. 

hip’ /hip/ п [С] part on either side where the 
bone of a person’s leg is joined to the trunk: 
He stood there with his hands on his ~s. 
'hip-flask, small flask (for brandy, etc). 

hip? /hip/ 2 [С] fruit (red when ripe) of the wild 
rose. 

hip? /hip/ int Hip, hip, hur'rah! exclama- 
tion of satisfaction or approval. 

hippo /‘hipsu/ п [С] (p/ -~s) (informal abbr of) 
hippopotamus. 

hip-po-pota-mus /,hips'pptemas/ п [С] (p/ 
~es or -mi /-mai/) large, African river animal 
with a thick skin. 

hippy, hip-pie /‘hipi/ я [С] (p/ -ies) (dated) 
person who rejects usual social values. 

hip-ster /‘hipsto(r)/ adj held at the hips (not 
at the waist): ~ trousers. 

hire /'haio(r)/ vt obtain or allow the use or ser- 
vices of in return for fixed payment: ~ a 
horse/car. о п [М] (money paid for) hiring: 
bicycles on ~, S5Op an hour. 
shire-'purchase, (abbr НР) contract to pay 
for something by instaiments, having the use 
of it after the first payment. 

his /hiz/ possessive adj of or belonging to him: 
He hurt ~ hand. That's '~ book. о possessive 
pron: Is that her friend or ~? She’s a friend of 
~? 

hiss /his/ vi,vt 1 make the sound /s/, or the 
noise heard when water falls on a very hot sur- 
face: The steam escaped with a ~ing sound. 2 
show disapproval by making this sound: ~ 
(at) an actor. в п [С] hissing sound: The speak- 
er ignored the ~es. 

his-tor-ian /hi'sto:rion/ я [С] (dated: an ~) 
writer of, student of, expert in, history. 

his-toric /hi'storik US: -'sto:r-/ adj notable 
or memorable in history; associated with past 
times: а ~ event (dated: an~ event). 
historic present, (gram) simple present 
tense used for events in the past (to make the 
description more vivid). 

his-tori-cal /hi'storikl US: -'sto:r-/ adj 1 be- 
longing to history (as contrasted with legend 
and fiction): а ~ novel (dated: an ~ novel), one 
dealing with real events in history. 2 having to 
do with history: ~ studies. 
his-tori-cally /-kli/ adv 

his-tory /'histori/ п (pi -ies) 1 [М] branch of 
knowledge dealing with past events of a 
country, continent or the world. make his- 
tory, do something which will be recorded in 
history. 2 [C] description of past events: a new 
~ of Europe. 3 [С] events connected with a 
person or thing: a house with a strange ~; a 
person’s medical~. 
ancient history, to AD 476, when the Wes- 
tern Roman Empire was destroyed. 
medieval history, to 1453, when Constan- 
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tinople was taken by the Turks. 
modern history, since 1453. 
natural history, science, study, of all ob- 
jects in nature. 

his-tri-onic /,histri'!on1k/ adj 1 of drama, the 
theatre or acting. 2 artificial; insincere. 
his-tri-on-ics пр/ (a) (formal) theatrical per- 
formances. (b) exaggerated manners, behavi- 
our, etc to create an effect. 

hit /hit/ уу (-tt-; pt,pp ~) 1 give a blow or 
stroke to; strike (a target, an object aimed at); 
come against (something) with force: ~ aman 
on the head; be ~ by a falling stone. hit the 
лай on the 'head, guess, say or do exactly 
the right thing. Ait it 'off (with sb/ 
together}, get on well. 2 hit sb hard, cause 
him to suffer: He was hard ~|~ hard by his fi- 
nancial losses. 3 go to; find; reach: ~ the right 
path, find it during a journey; ~ town, arrive. 
Prices ~ a new low. 4 hit out (against), 
(fig) attack strongly: The Minister ~ out 
against trade union leaders. 5 hit on/upon, 
find by chance or unexpectedly: ~ on an idea. 
6 (cricket) score: He quickly ~ 60 runs.o n[C] 
1 blow; stroke: three ~s and five misses. 2 suc- 
cessful attempt or performance: The new play 
made a~, was successful. 3 stroke of sarcasm, 
etc: That was a~ at me, the words were direct- 
ed against me. 
ihit parade, list of top selling popular re- 
cords. 
hit song; 'song hit, song that is very popu- 
lar. 

hitch /hitS/ vt,vi1 pull up with a quick move- 
ment: ~ up one’s trousers. 2 fasten, become 
fastened, on or to a hook, etc: ~ a horse toa 
fence. 3 (informal) = hitchhike. a n[C]1 sud- 
den pull or push. 2 kind of noose or knot used 
by sailors. 3 temporary stoppage or difficulty: 
a technical ~. go off without a hitch, 
without difficulty. 

hitch-hike /'hitfhaik/ vi get a free ride by 
asking for one (from the driver of a car, lorry, 
etc). 
hitch-hiker, person who hitchhikes. 

hither /'hida(r)/ adv (old use) here. 
ihither-'to аду until now. 

hive /haiv/ п [С] 1 box (of wood, straw, etc) 
for bees to live in; the bees living in a hive. 2 
(fig) place full of busy people: What a ~ of in- 
dustry! a vt,vi 1 cause (bees) to go into a hive; 
(of bees) store (honey) in a hive. 2 live close 
together as bees do. hive off (from), (fiz) 
become а separate (and perhaps  self- 
governing) body; separate and make indepen- 
dent (a part of an organization). 

h’m /hom/ ©> hem?. 

ho /hou/ int expressing surprise, admiration, 
etc. 

hoard /'ho:d/ п [С] carefully saved and guard- 
ed store or collection of money, coins, food or 
other treasured or valuable objects. в у, 
save and store: ~ (up) gold. 
hoarder, person who hoards. 


histrionic/hog 


hoard-ing /'ho:din/ и [С] (often temporary) 
fence of boards round waste land, etc, fre- 
quently used for advertisements. 

hoar-frost /'ho:frost US: -fro:st/ n [U] white 
frost; frozen dew on grass, leaves, etc. 

hoarse /ho:s/ adj (-r, -st) (of the voice) rough 
and harsh; (of a person) having a hoarse voice: 
He shouted himself ~. 
hoarse-ly adv 
hoarse-nessn[U] 

hoary /'ho:ri/ adj (-ier, -iest) grey or white 
with age. 
hoari-ness п [0] 

hoax /houks/ и [С] mischievous trick intended 
to deceive. а vt deceive in this way. 
hoaxer n[C] 

hob /hob/ и [С] flat metal shelf at the side of a 
fireplace where pots and pans can be kept 
warm or a kettle boiled. 

hobble /'hob!/ ур у! 1 walk as when lame: The 
old man was hobbling along the road. 2 tie two 
legs of a horse or donkey to prevent it from go- 
ing far away. ол [С] stumbling or limping way 
of walking. 

hobby /'hob:/ п [С] (p/ -ies) occupation, not 
one’s regular business, for one’s leisure time, 
eg stamp-collecting. 

hobby-horse /'hpbtho:s/ п [С] 1 wooden 
horse on rockers as a child’s toy. 2 long stick 
with a horse’s head. 3 favourite topic: Now 
he’s started on his ~. 

hob-gob-lin /hob'gobiin/ я [С] mischievous 
imp; ugly and evil spirit. 

hob-nail /'hobneil/ л [С] short nail with a 
heavy head used for the soles of heavy shoes 
and boots, eg for mountain-climbing. 
hob.-nailed adj: ~ed boots 

hob-nob /hob'nvb/ vi (-bb-) have a friendly 
talk, drink: Mrs Green, happily ~bing with the 
Manager. 

hock’ /hok/ л [С] middle joint of an animal’s 
hind leg. 

hock? /hok/ п [U] (kinds of) German white 
wine. 

hock? /hok/ vt (5) = pawn. оп in hock, 
pawned. 

hockey /‘hoki/ л [U] 'field hockey, game 
played on a field by two teams of eleven play- 
ers, with sticks and a ball. ‘ice hockey, game 
played on ice by two teams of six players each 
wearing skates, with sticks and a rubber disc 
(a puck). 
hockey stick, long curved or angled stick 
used to hit the ball or puck. 

ho-cus-po-cus /,haukes 'poukes/ и [U] 
talk, behaviour, used to take one’s attention 
away from something. 

hod /hod/ п [С] box with a long handle used by 
workmen for carrying bricks, etc on the shoul- 
der. 

hoe /hou/ п [С] implement for loosening soil, 
etc. а vt,vi (pt,pp ~d) work with а hoe: ~ing 
up weeds. 

hog /hog US: ho:g/ п [С] 1 castrated male pig 
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reared for meat. 2 (fig) greedy, dirty, selfish 
person. go the whole heg, do scmething 
thoroughly. o vt (-gg-) take or keep greedily 
and selfishly. 

hog-gish /-i{/ adj greedy and selfish. 

Hog-ma-:nay /'hogmonei/ n (Scotland) New 
Year’s Eve (and its festivities). 

hogs-head /‘hogzhed US: 'ho:gz-/ п [Ci 1 
large barrel for beer. 2 liquid measure (52+ 
gallons in GB or about 238-5 litres, 62 gallons 
in US or about 234-5 litres). 

hoi pol-loi / Во! pa'loi/ и the ~, (used to dis- 
credit) the masses; the common people. 

hoist /host/ vi lift with an apparatus of ropes 
and pulleys ога kind of elevator: ~ a flag!sail; 
~ crates aboard. on{C]1 apparatus for hoist- 
ing. 2 (informal) push up: give him a ~, eg 
when he is climbing a wall. 

hoity-toity /jhoit: 'toiti/ adj (informal) 
snobbish and arrogant. 

hold' /hould/ 1 [СЗ] act, manner, power of 
holding: Take ~ of the wheel. Keep ~ of my 
hand. He has a great ~ (= influence) over his 
younger brother. 2 [С] something that may be 
used for holding on to: The rock face provides 
few ~s to climbers. & foothold. 3 (in boxing 
and wrestling) (kinds of) grip: all-in wrestling 
with no ~s barred. 

hold? /hauld/ п [С] part of a ship below deck, 
where cargo is stored. 

hold? /hauld/ vt,vi (pt,pp held /held) (For uses 
with adverbial particles and prepositions, > 
14 below.) 1 have or keep in one’s possession, 
keep fast or steady, in or with the hand(s), 
arm(s) or other part of the body, eg the teeth, 
or with a tool: The girl was~ing her father’s 
hand. He held the knife in his teeth as he climb- 
ed the tree. hold the line, keep a telephone 
connection (eg whilst the person at the other 
end goes away temporarily). 2 restrain; keep 
back; control: The police held back the crowd. 
hold one’s breath, eg from excitement ог 
fear: The watchers held their breath as the acro- 
bat crossed the tightrope. hold one’s 
tongue/peace, be quiet. There is no 
holding (sb), Ц is impossible to restrain or 
control (him). 3 keep or maintain in a speci- 
fied position, manner, attitude or relation- 
ship: H~ your head up. 4 maintain a grip of: 
This new car ~s the road well, is stable, eg 
when cornering at speed. 5 support; bear the 
weight of: Come down—that branch won't ~ 
you! 6 be filled by; have the capacity to con- 
tain or accommodate: Will this suitcase ~ all 
your clothes? What does the future ~ for us? He 
~s (= has) strange views on this question. 
(not) hold water, (not) be sensible, valid, 
logical: Your argument doesn’t ~ water. 7 
keep the interest or attention of: The speaker 
held his audience spelibound. 8 consider; re- 
gard; believe; affirm: He does not ~ himself re- 
sponsible for his wife’s debts. 9 defend; keep 
possession of: They held the fort against ай at- 
tacks. hold the fort, (fiz) be in charge dur- 


ing а _person’s absence. hold one’s 
ground/own, not give way: The patient is 
still ~ing his own, maintaining his strength. 
Our soldiers held their ground bravely. 10 be 
the legal owner or possessor of: ~ shares/ 
stock. 11 occupy; have the position of: The 
Social Democrats held office then. 12 have; 
conduct; cause io take place: ~ a meeting. We 
~ a General Election every four or five years. 
13 remain unbroken, unchanged, secure} 
when under strain, pressure, etc. > 5 above: 
How long will this fine weather ~, continue? 
The argument|theory still -~s. 

14 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 

hold sth against sb, allow something to 
influence one’s opinions unfavourably: Don’t 
~ his criminal past against hiin. 

held back, hesitate; show unwillingness: 
Buyers are ~ing back, making few or no of- 
fers. hold sb/sth back, (a) г> 2 above. (b) 
hinder the progress of: His poor education is 
~ing him back. (с) keep secret or to oneself: 
~ back information. 

hold sbh/sth down, (a) keep or maintain in 
a low position. (b) keep down; suppress: We 
must ~ (= keep) prices down. hold a job 
down, (informal) keep it by proving one’s са 
pabilities. 

hold forth, speak loudly, seriously and as if 
to an audience. 

hold in, check, restrain; control one’s feel- 
ings. 

hold off, (a) remain at a distance: The storm 
held off. (b) delay action: H~ off firing for a 
minute. 

hold on, (a) stand firm when there is danger, 
difficulty, etc: How much longer do they think 
we can ~ on? (b) (usually imperative) stop: 
H~ ona minute! hold on to, (a) keep one’s 
grip on; not let go: ~ on to one’s hat on a windy 
day. (b) not give up the ownership of: You 
should ~ on to your oil shares. hold sth on, 
keep in position: These bolts and nuts ~ the 
wheels on. 

hold out, (a) not give way: How long can we 
~ out against these attacks? (b) last: How long 
will our food supplies ~ out? hold out (for), 
not give in (in order to achieve): The workers 
are still ~ing out for higher wages. hold out 
on, refuse to deal with: He’s still ~ing out on 
me, still opposing my wishes, refusing to share 
information. 

hold sth over, defer; postpone: The matter 
was held over until the next meeting. 

hold to sth, (a) remain loyal or steadfast to: 
He held to his convictions. (b) keep to: The 
ship held to a southerly course. Во! sb to 
sth, make him keep, eg a promise: We must ~ 
the contractors to their estimates, not allow 
them to exceed them. 

hold together, (a) be and continue whole: 
an old car that hardly ~s together, is falling | 
apart. (b) remain united: ~ together in times 


297 


of crisis. hold sb/sth together, cause to re- 
main together: a leader who will ~ the nation 
together. 

hold sb/sth up, (a) put, keep, up or over: 
~ up an umbrella. (b) delay: They were held up 
by fog. (с) stop by the use or threat of force, 
for the purpose of robbery: The travellers were 
held up by bandits. Hence, 'hold-up п; а ~-up 
on the Underground, eg by a power failure; a 
bank ~-up, eg one by armed robbers. (d) put 
forward as an example: Don’t ~ me up as a 
model husband. 

hold with sth, approve of: Do vou ~ with 
nudity on the stage? 

hold-ail /‘hauld 9:1/ п [С] portable bag or case 
to hoid clothes, etc when travelling. 

hoider /‘hovida(r)/ п [С] person or thing that 
holds: a'cigarette-~; the ~ of the contract. 

hold-ing /'houldin/ п [С] something held or 
owned; land or the owning of land. 

hold-up /'hould лр/ п © hold3(14). 

hole /houl/ я [C] 1 opening or hollow place in 
а solid body: а ~ in a tooth; roads full of ~s. 
make a hole in, use a large amount of: The 
hospital bills made a large ~ in his savings. 
pick holes in, find fault with, eg an argu- 
ment. а square peg т a round hole, per- 
son not fitted for the position he occupies. 2 
(informal) awkward situation: Гт in rather a 
~. 3 animal’s burrow: a mouse’s ~. 4 (fig) 
small, dark, wretched place: What a wretched 
little ~ he lives in! 5 (golf) hollow into which 
the ball must be hit; point scored by a player 
who does this with the fewest strokes: win the 
first ~.0 vt,vil make a hole in or through: ~ 
a ship, eg by striking a rock. 2 (golf) get (a ball) 
into a hole. 

holi-day /'hplodi US: -4е!/ п [C] 1 day of rest 
from work: Sunday is a ~ in Christian coun- 
tries. > bank holiday. 2 (often p/) (US = va- 
cation) period of rest from work: take a 
month's ~ in summer. on holiday, having a 
holiday. 

'holiday-maker, person on holiday. 

holi-ness /'houlinis/ и 1 [U] being holy or 
sacred. 2 His/Your Нл, title used of or to 
the Pope. 

Ко ет /'holo(r)/ vi,vt (51) yell: Stop ~ ing! 

hoi-low /'holau/ adj 1 not solid; with a hole 
or empty space inside: a ~ tree. 2 (of sounds) 
as if coming from something hollow: a ~ 
groan. 3 (fig) unreal; false; insincere: a ~ 
laugh; a ~ victory, one without real value. 4 
sunken: ~ cheeks. a п [С] hole: a ~ in the 
ground, small valley: a wooded ~. 0 vt make a 
hollow in: river banks ~ed out by rushing wat- 


er. 
holly /'holi/ и [Ч] evergreen shrub with shiny, 
spiny leaves and, in winter, with red berries. 
holo-caust /'hplako:st/ п [С] large-scale des- 
truction, esp of hurnan lives: a nuclear ~. 
hol-ster /'houlsta(r)/ п [С] leather case for a 
gun. 
holy /‘hauli/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 of God; asso- 
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ciated with God or with religion: the H~ 
Bible; the ‘H~ Land, where Jesus lived; the 
H~ City, Jerusalem; 'H~ Week, the week be- 
fore Easter Sunday; H~ Communion; the H~ 
Father, the Pope. 2 devoted to religion: live a 
~ life. onthe ,Holy of 'Holies, (a) most 
sacred inner chamber in a Jewish temple, en- 
tered by the High Priest once a year. (b) (fig) 
any sacred place. 

hom-.age /‘hom:d3/ п [U] expression of re- 
spect. do/pay homage (to sb): Many 
came to do the dead man ~. 

home! /houm/ adv 1 at, in or to one’s home or 
country: Js he ~ yet? 2 to the point aimed at; 
so as to be in the right place: drive a nail ~, 
strike it so that и is completely in. bring 
sth/come home to sb, (cause sb to) realize 
(an unpleasant truth). drive a point/an ar- 
gument home, cause its full force to be 
understood. 

home? /haum/ я [С] 1 place where one lives, 
esp with one’s family: He left ~ at the age of 
16. at home, (a) in the house: Pve left my 
books at ~. (b) (football, etc) in the town, etc 
to which the team belongs: /s our next match at 
~ or away? at home in, {familiar with, con- 
fident: [5 it difficult to feel at ~ т a foreign lan- 
guage? not at home (to), not receiving visi- 
tors: Mrs Hill is not at ~ to anyone except rela- 
tives. make oneself/be/feel at home, as 
if in one’s own house; at ease: The boy did not 
feel at ~~ in sucha splendid house. be nothing 
to write home about, (informal) not parti- 
cularly interesting. 2 institution or place (for 
the care of children, old or sick people, etc): a 
Inursing ~. 3 (used as an adjective) family or 
domestic life: the pleasures of ~; ~ life. 4 
place where an animal or plant is native or 
most common: the ~ of the tiger and the ele- 
phant, eg the jungie. 5 (in sport and in various 
games) goal; place where a player is safe and 
cannot be caught, etc. 6 (used as an adjective) 
of one’s own country (= domestic, inland, 
contrasted with foreign): ~ industries. 0 vt (of 
missiles, aircraft) be guided to (a target): The 
rocket ~d in on its target. 

‘ihome-coming, arrival at home. 

the 'home front, the civilians (in a country 
at war). 

shhome-'grown adj (of food, etc) produced in 
the country (not imported). 

jhnome ‘help, woman doing domestic work. 
ihome-land, native land; country from 
which one’s ancestors came. 

jhome-'made adj made at home (not bought 
from shops). 

‘Home Office, government department 
controlling local government, police, prisons, 
etc in England and Wales. 

Home 'Rule, government of a country by its 
own citizens. 

'Ihome-sick adj sad because away from 
home. Hence, 'home-sick-ness и [Ц] 
'ihome-stead, house with the land and out- 
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buildings round И. 
поте 'team, local team. 
ihome 'town, where a person lives or was 
born. 
поте 'truth, unpleasant and obvious fact. 
‘‘home-work, work which a pupil does at 
home. do one’s homework, (fig) prepare 
for a meeting or discussion. 
home-less adj having no home. 
home-like adj like home: а hotel with а ~like 
atmosphere. 
home-ward /-wad/ adj going towards home. 
home-wards /-wadz/ adv towards home. 

homely /‘hsuml:/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 simple 
and plain; of the sort used every day. 2 causing 
one to think of home or feel at home: a ~ 
atmosphere. 
home-li-ness n[U] 

ho-mec-path ли = homceopath. 

homi-cide /‘homisaid/ я 1 [U] killing of a 
human being. 2 [C] person who kills a human 
being. 
homi-cidal /,homi'saidl/ adj of homicide: ~ 
tendencies. 

hom-ily /'homili/ п [С] (p/ -ies) sermon; long 
and tedious talk about morals. 

homing /‘hsumin/ adj 1 (of pigeons) having 
the instinct to fly home (when released a long 
way from home). 2 (of torpedoes, missiles) fit- 
ted with electronic devices that enable them to 
reach a target. 

ho-moeo-path (US = ho-meo-path) 
/‘haumispe26/ п [С] person who practises 
homeopathy. 

ho-moeo-pathy (US = ho-meo-pathy) 
/,houmi'ppeG1/ п [U] treatment of disease by 
very small doses of drugs that, if given to a 
healthy person, would produce symptoms like 
those of the disease. 

ho-mo-gene-ous = /,houmo'd3i:nies/ adj 
(formed of parts) of the same kind. » 
heterogeneous. 

hom-ogen-ize (also -ise) /ho'mpdzenaiz/ 
vt 1 make homogeneous. 2 (esp) make milk 
more uniform in consistency by breaking 
down and blending the particles of fat. 

nomo-graph /'homogra:f US: -gref/ п [С] 
word spelt like another but with a different 
meaning. 

homo:-nym /'homsnim/ я [С] word that is 
the same in form and sound as another but dif- 
ferent in meaning, eg bow (front end of a ship) 
and bow (bending of the head). 

homo-phone /'homofsun/ п [С] word pro- 
nounced like another but different in mean- 
ing, spelling or origin, eg sum/some. 

homo-sex-ual /,haumo'sekfual/ adj sexual- 
ly attracted to persons of one’s own sex. оп 
[С] homosexual person. 
homo-sex-ual-ity /,|houma,sek fu'zlati/ п [U] 

hone /hsun/ n [С] stone used for sharpening 
tools. o vt sharpen ona hone. 

hon-est /'pnist/ adj 1 not telling lies; not 
cheating or stealing: an ~ man, ~ in business; 
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give ап ~ opinion. 2 showing, resulting from, 
an honest person: аи ~ face; an ~ piece of 
work. 

hon-est-ly adv in an honest manner: truth- 
fully: H~/y, that’s all the money I have. 
hon-esty л [U] the quality of being honest. 

honey /'‘hani/ п 1 [U] sweet. sticky yellowish 
substance made by bees from nectar. 2 [C] (p/ 
~S) (informal) sweetheart; darling. 
'honey-bee, ordinary kind of bee that lives 
in hives. 

'thoney-suckle л [0] climbing shrub with 
sweet-smelling yellow or red flowers. 
hon-eyed /'hanid/ adj sweet as honey. 

honey-comb /'haniksum/ n [СО] 1 (con- 
tainer with) wax structure of six-sided cells 
made by bees for honey and eggs. 2 (piece of) 
ornamental work in a honeycomb paitern. o 
vt fill with holes, tunnels, etc. 

honey-moon /‘hanimu:n/ п [С] 1 holiday 
taken by a newly married couple. 2 (fig) 
period of harmony at the start of an undertak- 
ing, etc Oo vi go ona honeymoon: They will ~ in 
Paris. 

honk /honk/ п [С] 1 cry of the wild goose. 2 
sound made by (the old style of) motor horn. о 
vimake a honk. 

hon-or-ary /'pnori US: 'pnarers/ adj 1 (short- 
ened in writing to Hon) (of a position) un- 
paid: the ~ secretary. 2 (of a degree, rank) 
given as an honour: an ~ degree/doctorate; an 
~ vice-president. 

hon-our' (US = honor) /'ona(r)/ и 1 [U] 
great respect; high public regard: win ~ in 
war; statues т ~ of those killed in battle. 2 [U] 
good personal character; reputation for good 
behaviour, loyalty, truthfulness, etc. be/feel 
in honour bound to do sth, required to do 
it as a moral duty, but not by law. give/on 
one’s word of honour, guarantee to fulfil 
an obligation, keep a promise, etc. 3 (in polite 
formulas): May I have the ~ of your company 
at dinner? I have the ~ to inform you that... 4 
Your/His H~, title of respect used to or of 
some judges. 5 (with a, an) person or thing 
bringing credit: He is an ~ to his school| 
family. 6 (pl) marks of respect, distinction, etc; 
titles: birthday ~s, (in GB) list of titles, decor- 
ations, etc conferred by the Sovereign on her 
or his birthday; full military ~s, ceremonies 
by soldiers at the burial of a soldier, to distin- 
guished visitors, eg Presidents. 7 (p/) (in 
universities) (place in the) top level of marks in 
degree examinations; special distinction for 
extra proficiency. pass with honours, 
obtain a high standard. 

guard of ‘honour, number of soldiers 
chosen to escort or welcome a distinguished 
person as a mark of respect. 

maid of 'honour, lady attending a queen, 
princess, etc. 

hon-our? (US = honor) /'pno(r)/ vt 1 -re- 
spect highly, feel honour for; confer honour 
on: J feel highly ~ed by the kind things you say 
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about me. 2 accept and pay when due: ~. a 
billi cheque. 

hon-our-able (US = hon-or-) /‘pnrabi/ adj 
1 possessing or showing the principles of 
honour; consistent with honour(1,2): ~ 
conduct. 2 (shortened to Hon) title given to 
judges and some other officials, to the chil- 
dren of peers below the rank of Marquis, and 
(during debates) to members of the House of 
Commons: my H~ friend the member for 
Chester. > Right Honourabie. 
hon-our-ably /-abli/ adv 

hood /hud/ п [С] 1 covering like а bag for the 
head and neck, often fastened to a coat, etc so 
that it can hang down at the back when not in 
use. 2 anything like a hood in shape or use, eg 
a folding roof over a sports car. 3 (US) = 
bonnet(2). с vt (chiefly in pp) cover with, or 
as with, a hood. 

-hood /-hud/ suffix (noun + ~ = noun) 
status, rank, condition of life: boyhood; 
motherhood. 

hood-ium /'hu:dlom/ и [С] (s/) dangerous cri- 
minal. 

hood- wink /'hudwink/ vt deceive; trick. 

hoof /hu:f/ п [С] (p/ ~s or hooves /hu:vz/) 
horny part of the foot of a horse, ox or deer. 

hook /huk/ п [С] 1 curved or bent piece of 
meta! or other material, for catching hold, or 
for hanging something on: a 'fish-~; a 
'clothes-~. get/be let off the hook, get 
out of a difficult situation, of punishment. 2 
curved tool for cutting (grain, etc) or for chop- 
ping (branches, etc): a 'reaping-~. 3 (boxing) 
short blow with the arm bent: a/eft~. о vt,vit 
fasten, be fastened, hold with a hook: a dress 
that ~s/is ~edat the back; ~ a fish. 2 make т- 
to the form of a hook: ~ one’s finger. 3 (golf) 
hit the ballin a curve. 
'hook-nosed adj having a nose shaped like a 
hook. 
‘hook-worm, worm that infests the intes- 
tines of men and animals. 
hooked adj (a) hook-shaped: a ~ed nose. 
(i) (5) addicted to; completely committed to: 
be/get ~ed on heroin. My aunt is ~ed on pack- 
age holidays in Spain. 

hookah /'huka/ n [С] tobacco pipe (also 
called a hubble-bubble) with a long flexible 
tube through which smoke is drawn through 
water in a vase and so cooled. 

hooky /‘huki/ п play hooky, (5) = play 
truant. 

hoo-li-gan /‘hu:ligan/ и [С] person making 
disturbances in the streets or other public 
places. 
hoo.ii-gan-ism /-izam/n[U] 

hoop /hu:p/ п [С] 1 circular band of wood or 
metal as put around a barrel, etc. 2 large ring 
with paper stretched over it through which cir- 
cus riders and animals jump. о у/ bind (a Баг- 
rel, etc) with hoops. 

hoo-ray /hu:'rei/ = hurrah. 

hoot /hu:t/ л [С] 1 cry of an owl. 2 sound 


honourable /horde 


made by a motor-car horn, foghorn, etc. 3 
shout or cry expressing disapproval or scorn. 
not care a hoot/two hoots, (s/) not care 
at all. о vi,vt 1 make a hoot (at): an owl ~ing in 
the garden; ~ an actor; ~ а speaker down. 
hooter, (a) siren, etc, esp as a signal for 
work to start or stop. (b) similar device in a 
motor-vehicle to attract attention. (с) (GB s/) 
nose. 

hooves /hu:vz/ p/ of hoof. 

hop’ /hop/ п [С] tall climbing plant, the ripe 
cones (seed-vessels) of it being dried and used 
for giving a bitter flavour to beer, etc. o wi 
(-pp-) gather hops: go ~ping in Kent. 

hop? /hop/ vi,vi (-pp-) 1 (of persons) jump on 
one foot; (of other living creatures, eg birds, 
frogs, grasshoppers) jump with both or all feet 
together: Sparrows were ~ping about on the 
lawn. Fropping 'mad, (informal) very angry. 
2 make a quick journey, esp in an aircraft: ~ 
over to France. в п [С] 1 the action of hopping. 
2 short jump. hep, skip/step and jump, 
athletic exercise consisting of these three 
movements one after the other. 3 (dated infor- 
mal) party and dance, with popular music. 4 
one stage in a long-distance flight: from Berlin 
to Tokyo in three ~s. 

hope' /houp/ 7 1 [СО] feeling of desire, trust, 
confidence: There is not much ~ that they are 
alive. hold out some/no/little/not 
much hope (of sth), give some, etc encour- 
agement or expectation: The doctors could 
hold out no ~ of his recovery. (be) beyond/ 
past hope, without possibility of success, 
recovery, etc. raise $6'$ hopes, encourage 
him to expect better fortune, etc: Don’t raise 
his ~s too much. & also pin?(1). 2 [С] person, 
thing, circumstance, etc on which hope is 
based: You are my last ~; if you can’t help, Гт 
ruined. 

hope? /houp/ vt,vi expect and desire: We ~ to 
see you soon. We've had no news from him but 
we’re Still hoping. 

hope-ful /‘haupfl/ adj 1 having hope: be/feel 
~ about the future. 2 giving hope; promising: 
The future does not seem very ~. оп ([C]: a 
young ~, boy or girl who seems likely to suc- 
ceed. 
hope-fuily /-fali/ adv 

hope-iess /'houplis/ adj 1 feeling, giving, 
promising, no hope (of recovery, improve- 
ment, etc): a ~ case. 2 complete and un- 
changeable: а ~ idiot. 
hope-less-ly adv 

Кор-ре!' /'hppa(r)/ п [С] person or machine 
employed to pick hops. г> hop’. 

hop-per? /'hopa(r)/ п [С] 1 structure like an 
inverted cone or pyramid through which grain 
passes to a mill, coal or coke to a furnace, etc. 
2 any hopping insect, eg a flea, a young locust. 
3 (in Australia) kangaroo. 

horde /ho:d/ п [С] 1 wandering tribe (of no- 
mads). 2 crowd; great number: ~s of people! 
locusts. 


horizon/hostage 


hor-izon /ho'raizn/ n [С] 7 line at which the 
earth or sea and sky seem to meet: The sun 
sank below the ~. 2 (fig) limit of one’s know- 
ledge, experience, thinking, etc. 
hori-zon-tal /;hori'zontl US: ,ho:r-/ adj pa- 
rallel to the horizon; flat or level. vertical. с 
п [С] horizontal line, bar, etc. 
hori-zon-tally /-ali/ adv 

hor-mone /‘ho:maun/ и [С] (kinds of) inter- 
nal secretion that passes into the blood and 
stimulates the activity of a bodily organ. 

horn /ho:n/ я 1 [С] one of the hard, pointed, 
usually curved, outgrowths on the heads of 
cattle, deer and some other animals. 2 [U] ar- 
ticle made of this: а ~ spoon. 3 [С] article 
made from this substance (or a modern substi- 
tute): a 'shoe-~. 4 [С] kinds of musical instru- 
ment: a French ~ (like a trumpet): an English 
~, cor anglais. 5 device for making warning 
sounds: a 'fog~; a 'motor-~. 6 part like a 
horn(1), eg on the head of a snail. о vi horn 
in (on), (sf) join in without being invited. 
horned adj having horns(1): ~ed cattle. 
horny adj (-ier, -iest) made of, like, horn: 
hands ху from hard work. 

hor-net /'ho:nit/ п [С] large insect of the wasp 
family. 

horn-pipe /'ho:npaip/ п [С] (music for a) 
lively dance (usually for a sailor). 

hor-ol-ogy /ho:'rplad3i/ п [U] art of design- 
ing and constructing clocks. 

hor-oscope /‘horeskoup US: 'ho:r-/ п [С] 
diagram of, observation of, positions of 
planets at a certain time, eg a person’s birth, 
for the purpose of forecasting future events; 
such a forecast. 

hor-rible /‘horabl US: 'ho:r-/ adj 1 causing 
horror: ~ cruelty/crimes. 2 (informal) un- 
pleasant: ~ weather. 
hor-ribly /-abli/ adv 

hor-rid /‘horid US: ‘ho:rid/ adj 1 frightful; 
terrible. 2 (informal) unpleasant: ~ weather. 
hor-rid-ly adv 

hor-rific /ha'rifik/ adj (informal) horrifying. 

hor-rify /‘horifai US: "ho:r-/ vt (pt,pp -ied) fill 
with horror; shock: We were horrified by/at 
the news/what we saw. 

hor-ror /‘hpro(r) US: 'ho:r-/ п [СЗ] (some- 
thing that causes a) feeling of extreme fear or 
dislike: To her ~ she saw her husband knocked 
down by a bus. We have all read about the ~s of 
modern warfare. 
‘horror fiction/comic/film, which are 
intended to frighten. 
'horror-struck/-stricken adj (of persons) 
very frightened. 

hors d'oeuvres /|,9: 'd3:vra US: 'Чэгу/ п pl 
dishes of food served at the beginning of a 
meal. 

horse’ /ho:s/ 11 [С] four-legged animal with 
solid hooves, used from early times to carry 
loads, for riding, etc. > colt’, filly, foal, mare, 
stallion. back the wrong horse, support 
the loser in a contest. be/get on one’s high 
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horse, insist on being treated with proper re- 
spect. hold one’s horses, hesitate; hold 
back. look a'gift horse in the mouth, ac- 
cept something ungratefully esp by examining 
it critically for faults. (straight) from the 
norse’‘s ‘mouth, (of tips, advice, informa- 
tion) from a first-hand source. 2 (collective 
sing) cavalry: the H~ Guards, > guard'(5).3 
[С] framework, often with legs, on which 
something is supported: a 'clothes-~, on 
which clothes may be dried; a 'vaulting-~, 
block used in a gymnasium for vaulting over. 
'horse-back и (only in) ол horseback, оп 
a horse. 

'horse-fly, large insect which troubles horses 
and cattle. 

'horse-man, (skilled) horse rider. 
'horse-play, rough, noisy fun or play. 
‘horse-power, (shortened to hp) unit for 
measuring the power of an engine, etc (550 
foot-pounds per second). 

'horse-sense, practical common sense. 
'horse-shoe, U-shaped metal shoe for a 


horse. 

'horse-whip vi (-pp-), и [С] (thrash with a) 
whip forhorses.  — 

ihorse-woman, (skilled) woman who rides 
a horse. 


horse? /ho:s/ vi horse about/around, 
(informal) be noisy and rough for fun. 

hor-ti-cul-tural /,ho:t’kaltfaral/ adj of hor- 
ticulture. a~ show. 

hor-ti-cul-ture /‘ho:tikaltfa(r)/ п [U] (art of) 
growing flowers, fruit and vegetables. 

hose' /houz/ п [СХ] (length of) flexible tub- 
ing (of rubber, plastic, etc) for directing water 
on to fires, gardens, etc. o vt water (a garden, 
etc) with a hose; wash (a car, etc) by using a 
hose. 
'hose-pipe, length of hose. 

hose? /houz/ n 1 (collective, as p/) (trade 
name for) tights, stockings and socks: six pair 
of ~. 2 article of clothing from the waist to the 
knees or feet formerly worn by men. 

ho-sier /‘houzia(r) US: -5эг/ п [С] shopkeeper 
who sells socks, underwear, etc. 

ho-siery /'houzieri US: /ihouzern/ и [U] 
goods sold by a hosier. 

hos-pit-able /ho'spitebl/ adj giving, liking 
to give, hospitality: @ ~~ man. 
hos-pit-ably /-abli/ adv ; 

hos-pi-tal /'hospiti/ я [С] place where people 
ware treated for, nursed through, illness or in- 
juries. 

hos-pt-tal-ity /,hosp:'telsti/ п [U] friendly 
and generous reception and entertainment of 
guests, esp in one’s own home. 

host’ /houst/n[C]1 great number: He has ~s 
of friends. 

host? /houst/ п [С] 1 person who entertains 
guests. 2 inn-keeper; hotel-keeper. 3 (biology) 
animal, plant, from which a parasite feeds. 

hos-tage /'hostid3/ п [С] person given or left 
aS a guarantee that demands will be satisfied: 


301 hostel /house 


The kijackers kept one of the travellersasa~. 

hos-tel /'host!/ п [С] building in which board 
and lodging are provided for students, work- 
men in training, etc:a,YMC'A~W. 
'youth hostel, one for young people on 
walking, riding or cycling holidays. 
hos-tel-ler, person travelling from one hos- 
tel to another: youth ~lers. 
hos-telry, (archaic) inn. 

host-ess /'houstis/ п [С] 1 woman who en- 
tertains guests; wife of one’s host. 2 woman 
inn-keeper. > air hostess. 

hos-tile /'hostail US: -tl/ adj 1 of anenemy: а 
~ army. 2 being or appearing unfriendly: a~ 
crowallook, looking ~. 
hos-tile-ly adv 

hos-til-ity /ho'stiloti/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [U] un- 
friendly feeling; hatred: feelings of ~. 2 (pl 
(acts of) war. 

hot /hot/ adj (-ter, -test) 1 having great heat 
or a high temperature: ~ weather; feel ~. > 
piping. 2 producing a burning sensation to 
the taste: Pepper is ~. 3 intense; violent: a man 
with a ~ temper. 8 (of music, esp jazz) per- 
formed with strong rhythms, improvisation, 
etc. 5 (5/) (of stolen goods) difficult to sell (be- 
cause of the police efforts to find them). 6 (as 
an adverb) (a) recently: ~ off the press, recent- 
ly published, announced. > hot news below. 
(b) blow hot and cold, (fig) be by turns 
favourable and unfavourable. с vt,vi (-tt-) hot 
(sth) up, (informal) make or become hotter or 
(fig) more exciting: Things are ~ting up. 
тот 'air, meaningless talk, promises, etc. 
'ihot-bed, (fig) place favourable to growth, 
esp of something evil: a ~bed of vice/crime. 
jhot-'blooded adj passionate. 
‘hot dog, sausage served with onions and 
mustard in a sandwich or bread roll. 
'‘hot-foot adv eagerly; in great haste: follow 
the enemy ~foot. о vi go hastily: ~foot it down 
to the library. 
'hot-head, person acting on impulse. 
jhot-'headed adj violent; rash. 
'hot-house, heated building, usually made 
of glass, for growing plants. 
‘hot line, direct line of communication (tele- 
phone or teleprinter) between heads of 
governments. 
hot news, recent (esp sensational) news. 
‘hot-plate, flat surface, eg of a cooking- 
stove, that can be heated. 
hot po'tato, (informal) difficult problem or 
situation. 
‘hot sent, difficult or dangerous position; be 
in the ~ seat. 
от spring, naturally heated spring'(2). 
ihot-'tempered adj easily angered. 
shot 'water, (informal) trouble: be/get into~ 
water. 
+hot-'water bottle, container (often of rub- 
ber) to be filled with hot water for warmth in 
bed. 
hot-ly adv (a) energetically: a ~/y contested 


match. (b) closely: ~ly pursued by the police. 
hotch-potch /‘hotf potf/ п [С but rarely 

pill jumbled mixture (of things, ideas, etc). 

ho-tel /hsu'tel/ п [С] (either a ~ or (dated) an 
~) building where meals and rooms are pro- 
vided for travellers. 

ho-tel-ier /hsvu'telie1/ и [С] person who man- 
ages a hotel. 

hound /haund/ п [С] (kinds of) dog used for 
hunting and racing: a 'fox~; a 'blood~; а 
'grey~. п vt 1 chase ог hunt with hounds. 2 
trouble; worry: be ~ed by one’s creditors. 

hour /'ava(r)/ я [С] 1 twenty-fourth part of a 
day; 60 minutes: walk for ~s (and ~S), a three 
~s journey. at the eleventh hour, when 
almost too late. 2 time of day; point or period 
of time: They disturb me at all ~s of the day 
and night, constantly. 3 (p/) fixed periods of 
time, esp for work: 'Office ~s, 9am to Spm. 4 
particular, or the present, point in time: in the 
~ of danger. 
‘hour hand, small hand on a clock or watch, 
pointing to the hour. 

hour.-ly /'avali/ adv 1 every hour; once every 
hour: This medicine is to be taken ~. 2 at any 
hour: We’re expecting news ~. 3 by the-hour: 
paid ~|~ rates of pay. о adj 1 done ог occur- 
ring every hour: an ~ bus service. 2 continual: 
live т ~ fear of discovery. 

house’ /haus/ п [С] (pl ~s /"hauziz/) 1 build- 
ing made for people to live in: New ~s are go- 
ing up everywhere. > home?(1). get on like 
a 'house on fire, (of people) quickly be- 
come friendly. under 'house arrest, for- 
bidden (by persons in authority) to leave one’s 
house or receive visitors. > open'(5). 2 (usu- 
ally with a prefix) building made or used for 
some particular purpose or occupation: a 
Ihen~,; а 'ware~. 3 (building used by an) as- 
sembly: the H~ of Commons|Lords; the H~s 
of Parliament. 4 household; family line; 
dynasty: the H~ of Windsor, the British Royal 
family. 5 spectators, audience, in a theatre: a 
full ~, every seat occupied. bring the 
‘house down, win very great applause and 
approval. 

house agent, (GB) person who, firm which, 
sells or lets houses. 

'house-boat, boat fitted up as a place to live 
in. 

‘house-bound adj having to stay at home. 
'house-breaker, (a) burglar. (b) man em- 
ployed to pull down old houses. 
'house.craft, theory and practice of running 
a home?(1). 

'house-father, man in charge of children in 
an institution. 

'lhouse-fly, => fly’. 

‘house-ful /-ful/ as much as a house can 
accommodate. 

'thouse-hold, all persons (family, lodgers, 
etc) living in a house. 

thouse-hold ‘cavalry, soldiers who guard 
the Sovereign. 


house /human 


'house-holder, person leasing or owning 

-and occupying a house. 

‘Thouse-keeper, woman employed to look 
after a household. 

-house-man, (GB) doctor who 1$ an assistant 
to a physician or surgeon in a hospital. 
'ihouse-master, teacher in charge of a 
school boarding-house. 

‘house-mother, woman in charge of chil- 
dren in an institution. 

‘house-proud adj very much concerned with 
the care and appearance of one’s home. 
‘house physician/surgeon, one who lives 
in a hospital. 

fhouse-trained adj (of domestic pets) 
trained not to defecate and urinate inside 
buildings. 

‘house-wife, woman head of a family, who 
runs the home, brings up the family, etc. 
ihouse-work, work done in a house, с!еап- 
ing, sweeping, etc. > homework 

house? /hauz/ vt provide a home, room or 
shelter for: We can ~ you and your friends if 
the hotels are full. 

hous-ing /‘hauzin/ n 1 [U] accommodation 
in houses, etc: More ~ is needed for old people. 
2 [C] solid cover to protect a machine. 
‘housing estate, area of houses planned 
and built either by a local authority or other 
organization, to be let or sold. 

hove /hauv/ pt,pp of heave. 

hovel /‘hovi US: 'havl/ п [С] small, poor 
house or hut. 

hover /‘hova(r) US: ‘havar/ vi 1 (of birds) re- 
main in the air in one place: a hawk ~ing over- 
head. 2 (of persons) wait about. 3 (fig) remain 
at or near: ~ between life and death. 
‘hover-craft, craft capable of moving over 
land or water while supported on a cushion of 
air made by jet engines. 

how /hau/ adv 1 in what way or manner; by 
what means: H~ is the word spelt? Tell me ~ 
to spell the word. 2 (in questions and exclama- 
tions) to what extent; in what degree: H~ old 
is he? H~ kind you are! 3 in what state of 
health: H~ are you? How do you do? (for- 
mula used as a conventional greeting, esp 
when persons are formally introduced.) 4 
(used in asking for an opinion, decision, ex- 
planation, etc). How’s that? (a) What’s the 
explanation of that? (b) What’s your opinion 
of that? eg an object pointed to. How 
about..., > about?(4). How much..., © 
much?(4). 

how-ever /hau'eva(r)/ adv in whatever way 
or degree: He will never succeed, ~ hard he 
tries. п conj all the same; nevertheless: Later, 
~, he decided to go. She’s mad. H~, she’s 
pretty. 

how! /haul/ п {C] 1 long, loud cry, eg of a 
wolf. 2 long cry of a person in pain, or express- 
ing scorn, amusement, etc: ~s of laughter. 3 
noise of a strong wind, gale. а vi,vt make such 
noises (at): The wind ~ed through the trees. 
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They ~ed with delight. 
how!-ing adj (a) making such a noise: а 
~ing gale. (b) (informal) extreme; glaring: a 
~ing error. 

how:so-ever /,hausau'eva(r)/ adv (old use) 
= however. 

hub /hab/ м [С] 1 central part of a wheel from 
which the spokes radiate. 2 (fig) central point 
of activity or importance: a ~ of industry/ 
commerce. 
‘hub-cap, shield Гога hub(1). 

hubble-bubble /'habl БлЫ/ п ©] = hook- 


ап. 

hub-bub /'habab/ и [9] confused noise, eg of 
voices. 

hubby /'habi/ n [С] (GB informal) = hus- 
band. 


huddle /'badl/ vt,vi 1 crowd together: sheep 
huddling together for warmth, 2 curl or coil up 
against: Tom was cold, so he ~d up against his 
brother in bed. 3 heap up in a confused mass: 
~ things together. a п [С] number of things or 
persons close together. without order or ar- 
rangement. 

hue’ /hju:/ n [С] (shade of) colour: the dark ~ 
of the ocean. 

hue? /hju:/ п [С] (only in) Aue and ery, |,hju: 
эп 'krai/ general outcry of alarm as when a cri- 
minal is being pursued, or to express opposi- 
tion: raise a ~ and cry against new tax propo- 
sals. 

huff /haf/ n be in/get into a huff, be/ 
become bad-tempered. 

hug /hag/ vt (-gg-) 1 put the arms round 
tightly, esp to show love: The child was ~ging 
her doll. 2 cling to: ~ cherished beliefs. 3 hug 
the shore, (of a ship) keep close to it. on [С] 
tight embrace: She gave her mother a big ~. 

huge /hju:d3/ adj very great. 
huge-ly adv enormously; very much. 

hulk /halk/ п [C]1 old ship no longer in use or 
used only as a storehouse. 2 big, clumsy per- 
son or object. 
hulk-ing adj clumsy; awkward: Get out of my 
way, you big ~ing creature! 

Вий! /hal/n[C] body or frame of a ship. 

hull? /bal/ п [С] outer covering of some fruits 
and seeds, esp the pods of peas and beans. в vt 
remove the hulls of. 

hul-la-ba-loo /,halaba'lu:/ и [С] uproar; dis- 
turbance: What’s all this ~ about? 

hullo /ho'lou/ int = hallo. 

hum /bam/ vi,vt (-mm-) 1 make a continuous 
sound like that made by bees. 2 sing with 
closed lips: She was ~ming a song to herself. 3 
be in a state of activity: a factory ~ming with 
activity. 4 (informal) make sounds expressing 
hesitation or doubt. оп [С] humming noise: 
the ~ of bees{of distant traffic]of voices. 

hu-man /'hju:man/ adj 1 of man or mankind 
(contrasted with animals or God): a ~ being; 
~ nature. в> milk'(1). 2 having, showing, 
moral qualities that distinguish man: His 
cruelty shows that he is less than ~. оп [€} 
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human being. 
#human 'rights, freedom of thought and ex- 
pression, personal liberty, means to live, etc 
justly claimed by all human beings. 
hu-man-ly adv (esp) by human means; with- 
out divine help: The doctors have done all that 
is ~ly possible. | 

Пи.тапе /hju:'mein/ adj caring about the 
feelings of another; sympathetic: a man of ~ 
character. 
hu-mane-ly аду. 

hu-mani-tar-ian /hju:,meni'tearion/ adj, п 
[С] (of, holding the views of, a) person who 
works for the welfare of ail human beings by 
reducing suffering, reforming laws about 
punishment, etc. 

hu-man-ity /hju:'menoti/ п [0] 1 the human 
race; mankind: crimes against ~. 2 human 
nature. 3 quality of being humane: treat 
people and animals with~. 
the humanities, the branches of learning 
concerned with art, literature, history, philo- 
sophy. 

hu-man-ize (also -ise) /'hju:monaiz/ угу 
make or become human or humane. 

humbie /‘hambl/ adj (-r, -st) 1 having or 
showing that one is inferior, less able, etc: He 
is very ~ towards his superiors. 2 (of persons) 
low in rank or position; unimportant. 3 (of 
things) poor in appearance. с vt make lower in 
rank or self-opinion: ~ one’s enemies. 
hum-bly adv in a humble way: beg most 
humbly for forgiveness. 

hum-bug /'hambag/ п 1 [C,U] (instance of) 
dishonest and deceiving behaviour or talk. 2 
[С] (dated) dishonest, deceitful person. 3 (GB) 
hard-boiled sweet flavoured with peppermint. 
су! (-gg-) deceive or trick: Don’t try to ~ me! 
о int (dated) Nonsense! 

hum-drum /‘hamdram/ adj dull; ordinary: 
livear life. 

hu-merus /‘hju:mores/ и [С] (anat) bone of 
the upper arm in man. 

hu-mid /'hju:mid/ adj (esp of air, climate) 
damp. 
hu-mid-ity /hju:'midoti/ и [U] (degree of) 
moisture (in the air). 

hu-mili-ate /hju:'milieit/ vt cause to feel 
ashamed; lower the dignity or self-respect of: 
humiliating peace terms. 
hu-mili-ation /hju:,mul'ei{n/ п [СО] 

hu-mil-ity /hju:'miloti/ и [0] humble condi- 

. tion or state of mind. 

hum-ming-bird /'haminbs:d/ и [С] (kinds 
of) small, brightly coloured bird that makes a 
humming sound with its wings. 

hum-mock /‘hamok/ п [С] hillock; rising 
ground in a marsh or an icefield. 

hu-mor-ist /'hju:morist/ п [С] humorous 
talker or writer. 

hu-mor-ous § /'hju:moros/ adj having or 
showing a sense of humour; funny: a ~ 

‚ remark. 
hu-mor-ous-ly adv 


humane/hurdle 


hu-mour (US = hu-mor) /'hju:mo(r)/ я 1 
[U] (capacity to cause or feel) amusement: а 
good sense of ~. 2 [U] person’s state of mind 
(esp at a particular time); temper: not in the ~ 
for work, not feeling inclined to work. с vt give 
in to (a person): /5 it wise to always ~ a child? 

hump /hamp/ я [С] round lump, eg on a 
camel’s back or (as a deformity) on a person’s 
back. > hunch-back. ос vt make hump- 
shaped: The cat ~ed (up) her back when she 
saw the dog. 

hu-mus /'hju:mos/ и [Ч] earth formed by the 
decay of vegetable matter (dead leaves, 
plants). 

hunch /hant{/ и [С] 1 thick piece; hump. 2 
have a hunch that, (s/) have a vague feel- 
ing, idea, that. о vt arch to form a hump: with 
his shoulders ~ed up. 

‘inunch-back, (person having a) back with a 
hump. Hence, 'hunch-backed adj 
hun-dred /'handrod/ adj, п [С] (of) the num- 
ber 100: ~s of people, many people; two ~ and 
five, 205 (Note. in the last example, hundred is 
sing). 

‘Ihundred-fold adv one hundred times as 
much or as many. 

hun-dredth /'handrod@/ adj, п [©] (abbr 
100th) (of) one of a hundred equal parts or the 
next after 99. 

ihundred-weight, (often written cwt) 
(GB) twentieth of one ton. 

hung /han/ pi.pp of hang?. 

hun-ger /'hanga(r)/ п 1 [U] need, desire for 
food: die of ~. 2 (fig) any strong desire: a ~ 
for excitement. vi 1 feel, suffer from, hunger. 
2 have a strong desire: ~ for news. 
'Thunger-strike, refusal to take food as а 
protest. 

hun-gry /'hangri/ adj (-ier, -iest) feeling, 
showing signs of, causing, hunger: be/go ~. 
The refugee child was ~ for affection. 
hun.-grily /'hangrali/ adv 

hunk /hank/ я [С] thick piece cut off: a ~ of 
bread. 

hunt! /hant/ 21 (sing with the, а or an) act of 
hunting; search: find something after a long ~. 
2 group of persons who regularly hunt foxes 
and stags with horses and hounds; the area in 
which they do this. 
hunter, (a) person who hunts; ~ers of big 
game in Africa. (Ъ) horse used in foxhunting. 
hunt-ing, the act of chasing wild animals, esp 
foxes for sport, food: He’s fond of ~ing. 

hunt? /hant/ vi,vt1 go after (wild animals) for 
food or sport: ~ deer. 2 hunt down, \ook 
for, track and find: ~ down a criminal/an es- 
caped prisoner. hunt for, search; try to find: 
~ for a lost book. hunt high and tow, 
search everywhere. 

hurdle /'ha:dl/ п [С] 1 light frame to be jump- 
ed over in a ‘hurdle-race оп a racetrack. 2 (fig) 
difficulty to be overcome. а vf take part ina 
hurdle-race. 
hur-dler, person who runs in hurdle-races. 


пий /hyperbuie 


hurl /hs:i/ vt throw with force: ~ а spear at a 
tiger. о п [С] violent throw. 

hurly-burly /,ha:li 'bs:li/ и [9] noisy com- 
motion. 

hur-rah /ho'ra:/ int (expressing joy, appro- 
val, etc). 

hur-ri-cane /‘harikon US: ‘harakein/ п [С] 
violent windstorm, esp a W Indian cyclone. 
‘hurricane lamp/lantern, lamp with the 
light protected from the wind. 

hurry /'hari US: Вэп/ n([U] eager haste; wish 
to get something done quickly: Why all this ~? 
in a hurry, (a) impatient; acting, anxious to 
act, quickly: He was ina ~ to leave. (b) (infor- 
та! soon, willingly: J shan’t ask that rude man 
to dinner again та ~. (с) (informal) easily: 
You won't find a better one than that ina~.a 
vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) (cause to) move or do some- 
thing (too) quickly: /Г5 no use ~ing her|/trying 
to make her ~. Hurry up! Be quick!. 
hur-ried adj done, etc in a hurry; showing 
haste: a hurried meal. 
hur-ried-ly adv 

hurt /ha:t/ vt,vi(pt,pp ~) 1 cause bodily injury 
or pain to; damage: He ~ his back when he fell. 
2 affect a person’s feelings unfavourably: He 
was very ~ by their criticisms. 3 suffer injury; 
have a bad effect (on): /t won't ~ to wait for a 
few days. an[U] (or with a, an) harm; injury: / 
intended no ~ to his feelings. 
hurt-ful /-fl adj causing suffering. 

hurtle /'hs:tl/ vi (cause to) fall or be flung 
violently: During the gale the tiles came hurt- 
ling down. 

hus-band /'hazbond/ n [С] man to whom a 
woman 15 married. 

hus-band-ry /'hazbondri/ и [U] (formal) 
farming: animal ~. 

hush /haf/ vt,vi make or become silent or 
quiet: H~/ Be silent! hush sth up, prevent it 
from becoming public knowledge: She tried to 
~ up the fact that her husband was an ex- 
convict. а п [Ч] silence; stillness: in the ~ of 
night. 

hush-hush /'haf haS/ adj (informal) secret. 

husk /hask/ п [С] dry outer covering of seeds, 
esp of grain: rice in the ~. а vt remove husks 
from. 

husky /‘haski/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (dry) like 
husks. 2 (of a person, his voice) hoarse; with a 
dry and almost whispering voice: а ~ voice/ 
cough. a n [К] (pi -ies) thick-coated dog of М 
American Eskimos. 
husik-ily /-ali/ adv 

hussy /‘hazi/ п [С] (pl -ies) ill-mannered, 
often immoral, girl or woman. 

hus-tings /'hastinz/ я р/ proceedings (can- 
vassing, speech-making, etc) leading up to a 
parliamentary election. 

Пизе /‘nasi/ vt,vi 1 push or jostle roughly: 
The police ~d the thief into their van. 2 (make a 


person) act quickly and with energy: / don’t © 


want to ~ you into a decision. 3 (esp US) (in- 
formal) sell or obtain something by energetic 
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(esp deceitful) activity. а п (sing only) quick. 
and energetic activity: The railway station was 
а scene of ~ and bustle. 
hus-tler, person who hustles. 

hut /hat/ [С] 1 small, roughly made house ог 
shelter. 2 temporary wooden building for sol- 
diers. 

hutch /hatf/ я [C] box or cage, esp one used 
for rabbits. 

hya-cinth /'haissin9/ я [С] plant growing 
from a bulb with spikes of coloured flowers; 
its sweet-smelling flowers. 

Ку-аепа /har'i:na/ © hyena. 

hy-drangea /hai'dremd3a/ п [С] (sorts of) 
shrub with large heads of white, blue or pink 
flowers. 

hy-drant /‘haidront/ и [С] pipe from a 
water-main (esp in a street) with a nozzle to 
which a hose can be attached for putting out 
fires, etc. 

hy-drau-lic /hai'dro:lik/ adj of water moving 
through pipes; worked by the pressure of a 
fluid, esp water: ~ brakes, in which the brak- 
ing force is transmitted by compressed fluid. 
hy-drau-lics п pi science of using water to 
produce power. 

hy-dro-chloric acid /,haidra,klorik ‘zsid 
US: -,klo:r-/ п [U] acid (symbol HCI) contain- 
ing hydrogen and chlorine, used widely in in- 
dustrial processes. 

hy-dro-elec-tric /,haidrour'lektrik/ adj of 
electricity produced by water-power. 

hy-dro-foil /‘haidrafoil/ п [С] boat with 
plates or fins which, when the boat is in mo- 
tion, raise the hull! out of the water. 

hy-dro-gen /‘haidradzan/ и [Ч] gas (symbol 
H) without colour, taste or smell, that com- 
bines with oxygen to form water. 
‘hydrogen bomb, bomb with a force much 
greater than an atomic bomb. 

hy-dro-pho-bia /,haidra'faubie/ п [U] 1 
rabies. 2 (illness marked by a) great fear of 
water. 

hy-ena, hy-zena /har'i:na/ п [С] carniv- 
orous wild animal, like a wolf, with a laughing 
cry. 

hy-giene /‘haidzi:n/ и [U] science of, rules 
for, healthy living; cleanliness. 
hy-gienic /haid3i:nik US: jhaidzr'entk/ adj of 
hygiene; free from disease germs: These are 
not very hygienic conditions. 
hy-gieni-cally /-kit/ adv 

hymen /'haimon/ и [С] (anat) membrane over 
part or all of the opening of the vagina. 

hymen /him/ я [С] song of praise to God, as 
used in a religious service. oO vf praise in 
hymns. 
hym-nal /'himnai/ я [С] book of hymns. 

hyper- /harpa(r)-/ prefix to a large or extreme 
extent: hypercritical. 

hy-per-bole /hai'ps:boli/ и 1 [9] (use of) 
exaggerated statement(s) made for effect and 
not to be taken literally. 2 [С] instance of this, 
eg waves as high as Everest. 
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hy-per-criti-cal /,haipo'kritikl/ adj too crit- 
ical, esp of small faults. 

hy-per-market /‘haipama:kit/ и [С] very 
large supermarket occupying an extensive 
area outside a town, selling all varieties of 
goods. 

hy-phen /‘haifn/ n [С] the mark (-) used to 
join two words together (as in Anglo-French), 
or between syllables (as in co-operate). в vi 
join (words) with a hyphen. 

hy-phen.ate /-e1t/ vi = hyphen. 

hyp-no-sis /hip'nousis/ и [С] (p/ -ses /-si:z/) 
(artificially produced) state like deep sleep in 
which a person’s acts may be controlled by an- 
other person. 

hyp-notic /hip'nvtik/ adj of hypnosis: in a~ 
state. 

hyp-not-ism /‘hipnotizom/ и [U] (produc- 
tion of) hypnosis. 

hyp-not-ist /-ist/, person able to produce 
hypnosis. 

hyp-not-ize (also -ise) /-aiz/ vt produce 
hypnosis in (a person). 

hy-po-chon-dria /,haipo'kondrio/ и [U] 
mental depression due to unnecessary anxiety 
about one’s health. 

hy-po-chon-driac /-drizk/ adj of, affected 
by, hypochondria. о п [С] sufferer from 
hypochondria. 

hy-poc-risy /hi'ppkresi/ п [C,U] (p/ -ies) (in- 
stance of) falsely making oneself appear to be 


virtuous or good. 
hyp-ocrite /‘hipakrit/ п [С] person guilty of 
hypocrisy. 
hy-po-criti-cal /,hipo'kritikl/ adj of hypoc- 
risy or a hypocrite. 
hy-po-criti-cally /-kli/ adv 
hy-po-der-mic = /,haipo'ds:mik/ adj (of 


drugs, etc) injected beneath the skin: ~ injec- 
tions; a~ syringe. 

hy-pot-en-use /|,hai'pptonju:z US: -nu:s/ п 
[С] side of a right-angled triangle opposite the 
right angle. 

hy-poth-esis /hai'pp@asis/ и [С] (р/ -ses 
/-si:z/) idea, suggestion, put forward as a 
starting-point for reasoning or explanation. 

hy-po-theti-cai /,harpo'@etikl/ adj of, based 
on, a hypothesis. 

hys-teria /hi'strorio/ и [U] 1 disturbance of 
the nervous system, with outbursts of uncon- 
trollable emotion. 2 uncontrolled excitement, 
eg in acrowd round a pop star. 

hys-teri-cal /hi'sterikl/ adj caused by, suf- 
fering from, hysteria: ~ /aughter. 
hys-teri-cally /-kli/ adv 

hys-ter-ics /hi'steriks/ и р/ attack(s) of 
hysteria: go into~. 


hypercritical /icy 


| 

ИЕ /ai/ (p/ I's i's /а12/) 1 the ninth letter of the 
English alphabet. 2 Roman numeral, such as 
О, 

I? /ai/ personal pron (used by a speaker or 
writer to refer to himself). (Note: compare me, 
object form, and we, us, plural forms.) 

-tal /-1al/ suffix characteristic of: dictatorial. 

ап /-1эп/ suffix 1 (proper noun + ~ = поип| 
adjective): Brazilian. 2 specialist in: optician. 

ibi-dem /i'baidom/ adv (Latin) in the same 
book, chapter, etc (previously quoted). 

ibis /'aibis/ и [C] large bird (like a stork or he- 
ron) found in lakes and swamps in warm cli- 
mates. 

-ible /-эЫ/ suffix © -аЫе. 

-1С /-1k/ suffix (used to form an adjective): 
poetic. ‹ 

-ical /-1k1/ suffix alternative to -ic. 
-ically /-1kli/ (used to form an adverb): poetic- 
ally. 

ice’ /ais/ 1 [U] frozen water; water made sol- 
id by cold: Is the ~ thick enough for skating? 2 
[С] frozen sweet of various kinds: 'water-~, 
~-cream, two strawberry ~s. 

Нсе Age, time when much of the Northern 
hemisphere was covered with glaciers. 
'‘ice-berg, mass of ice moving in the sea. 
lice-bound adj (of harbours, etc) obstructed 
by ice. 

Нсе.Бох, box in which ice is used to keep food 
cool. 

исе-'сгеат 7 [C,U] (portion of) cream flav- 
oured and frozen. 

‘ice-field, large area of ice in the Polar 
regions. 

lice hockey, © hockey. 

lice-lolly, flavoured ice on a stick. 

lice-rink, indoor skating-rink with a floor of 
artificial ice. 

lice-skate n [С] thin metal runner or blade 
опа boot for skating on ice. а viskate on ice. 
‘jce-tray, one in a refrigerator, for making 
cubes of ice. 

ice? /ais/ vt,vi 1 make very cold: ~d water. 2 
cover, become covered, with a coating of ice: 
The pond is icing over. 3 cover (a cake) with 
icing. > icing. 

icicle /'aisikl/ и [С] pointed piece of ice made 
by the freezing of dripping water. 

Icing /'aisin/n[U]1 mixture of sugar, white of 
egg, flavouring, etc for covering cake(s). 2 for- 
mation of ice on the wings of an aircraft. 

icon /'aikon/ и [С] (in the Eastern Church) 
painting, mosaic, etc of a sacred person, itself 
regarded as sacred. 

icy /'aisi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 very cold, like ice: 


-ics /idylt 


~ winds. 2 covered with ice: ~ roads. 3 (fig) 
unfriendly: ап ~ welcome. 
icily /‘aisali/ adv 

-ics |-1ks/ suffix science or specific activity: 
physics, athletics. 

РО Jaid/ = Граа; I would. 

Че |-aid/ suffix chemical 
chloride. 

idea /ai'dio/ п [С] 1 thought; picture in the 
mind: have a good ~ of life in ancient Greece. 2 
plan; scheme; design; purpose: He’s full of new 
~s.3 opinion: You shouldn’t force your ~s on 
other people. 4 vague belief, feeling that some- 
thing is probable: / have an ~ that she will be 
late. 5 conception: You have no ~ (of) how 
anxious we have been. 

ideal /ai'dial/ adj 1 satisfying one’s idea of 
what is perfect: ~ weather for a holiday. 2 ex- 
isting only in the imagination; not likely to be 
achieved: ~ happiness. a п [С] idea, example, 
looked on as perfect: She’s looking for a hus- 
band but hasn't found her ~ yet. 
ideal-ist /-1st/, person who pursues (often 
impractical) ideals. 
ideal-istic /ai,dio'listik/ adj 
ideally /ai'diali/ adv 

ideal-ize (also -ise) /ai'dialaiz/ vt see, think 
of, as perfect. 
ideal-iz-ation (also -isation) /ai,dialai'zeifn 
US: -li'z-/ n[U]: the idealization of married life. 

idem /'aidem/ adj, п [С] (Latin) (by) the same 
author, etc; the same book, etc (already men- 
tioned). — 

ident-ical /ai'dentik!/ adj 1 the same: This is 
the ~ knife with which the murder was commit- 
ted. 2 exactly alike: Our views of what should be 
done are~. 
identical 'twins, twins from one single fer- 
tilized ovum. 
ident-ically /-kli/ adv 

ident-ify /ai'dentifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 say, 
show, prove, who or what a person or thing 1s: 
Could you ~ your umbrella among a hundred 
others? 2 identify with, treat (something) as 
identical (with another). identify oneself 
with, be associated with: He refused to ~ 
himself with the new political party. 
identi-fi-ca-tion /ai,dentifi'keifn/ п (a) [U] 
act of identifying. (b) [C] proof of who a per- 
son Is, ера passport. 

ident-ity /ai'dentoti/ n (pl -ies) 1 [U] state of 
being identical; exact likeness. 2 [СО] who a 
person is; what something is: He was arrested 
because of mistaken~. 

ideo-gram /'idiogrem/ п [С] written or 
printed character that symbolizes the idea of a 
thing, eg as used in Chinese writing. 

ideo-graph /'idiagra:f US: -gref! п = ideo- 
gram. 

ideo-lect /'idisulekt/ п [C] language used by 
one particular person: /5 the word ‘corny’ part 
of your ~? > dialect. 

ideol-ogy /|,aidi'pled3i/ п (р! -ies) [С] sys- 
tem of political, juridical, moral, aesthetic, 


compound: 
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religious, philosophical ideas, typical of cer- 
tain classes, social groups, etc: The book com- 
pares bourgeois and socialist ~ies. 
ideo-logi-cal /,aidia'lnd3ikl/ adj 
ideo-logi-cally /-kli/ adv 

id est /,1d 'est/ (abbr ie) (Latin) that is to say. 

idi-ocy /‘idiasi/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [U] state of being 
an idiot; extreme stupidity. 2 [C] extremely 
stupid act, remark, etc. 

id-iom /'idiom/ п [С] 1 specific character of 
the language of a people or country, eg one pe- 
culiar to a district, group of people, or to one 
individual: the ~ of the Northern England 
countryside, ie the kind of English used there. 
2 succession of words whose meaning 1$ not 
obvious through knowledge of the individual 
words but must be learnt as a whole (especial- 
ly when not used literally), eg give up, in order 
to, be allears. 
idio-matic /,idia'mztik/ adj 
idi-om.-ati-cally /,1dio'metikli/ adv 

idio-syn-crasy /,idia'sinkrasi/ п [С] (pl -ies) 
way of thinking or behaving that is peculiar to 
а person. 
idio-syn-cratic /,idiosin'kretik/ adj 

id-iot /‘idiot/ и [С] 1 person suffering severe 
mental handicap and incapable of rational 
conduct. 2 (informal) fool: ‘Гуе left my um- 
brella in the train. Whatan~ Гат? 
idi-otic /,1d1'ptik/ adj very stupid. 
idi-oti-cally /-kli/ adv 

idle /'aidl/ adj (-r, -st) 1 doing no work; not 
active or in use: When men cannot find employ- 
ment they are ~ (though not necessarily lazy). 
2 (of time) not spent in doing something: We 
spent many ~ hours during the holidays. 3 (of 
persons) lazy (the more usual word for this 
sense): an ~, worthless girl. 4 useless; worth- 
less: Don’t listen to ~ gossip. в vi,vt 1 be idle: 
Don’t ~ (about). 2 spend in a lazy manner: idl- 
ing away your time. 3 (of a car engine) run 
slowly in neutral gear. 
idler, person who is idle. 
idly /'aidli/ adv 

idol /'aidl/ п [С] 1 image in wood, stone, etc of 
a god; such an image used as an object of wor- 
ship. 2 person or thing greatly loved or ad- 
mired: He was an only child, and the ~ of his 
parents. 

idol-ater /ai'dplota(r)/ и [С] 1 worshipper of 
idols. 2 devoted admirer (of...). 
ido!-atress /-tris/ и [С] woman idolater. 

idol-atrous /ai'dplatras/ adj (of a person) 
worshipping idols; of the worship of idols. 
idol-atrous-ly adv 

idol-atry /ai'dplatri/  (p/ -ies) 1 [U] the wor- 
ship of idols; excessive devotion to or admira- 
tion of (a person or thing). 2 [С] instance of 
this. 

idol-ize (also -ise) /'aidolaiz/ vt 1 make ап 
idol of. 2 love or admire to excess. 
idol-iz-ation (also -isation) /,aidoala:'zerfn 
US: -l'z-/ п [О] 

idyll /'idil US: 'aidal/ n[C]1 short description, 
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usually in verse, of a simple scene or event. 2 
scene, etc suitable for this. 

idyl-lic /пашк (5. ai'd-/ adj suitable for, like, 
an idyll. 

if /:f/ conj 1 on the condition that; supposing 
that: (a) (of something that is possible, prob- 
able, or likely): J~ you ask him, he will help 
you. (b) (of an unlikely or improbable event): 
I~ anyone calls, please let me know. (с) (of a 
condition that cannot be, or is unlikely to be 
realized, or is one put forward for considera- 
tion): I~ J asked him|I~ I were to ask him for a 
loan, would he agree? (9) (of a condition that 
was not fulfilled, eg because it was an impos- 
sibie one, or through failure to act): /~ they 
had started earlier, they would have arrived in 
time. 2 when; whenever: /~ you mix yellow 
and blue you get green. I~ she wants the stew- 
ard she rings the bell. 3 granting or admitting 
that: Even ~ he did say that, Рт sure he didn’t 
intend to hurt your feelings. 4 (even) if, (may 
mean ‘although’): ГИ do it, even ~ it takes me 
ай the afternoon. 5 (informal) whether: Do you 
know ~ Mr Smith is at home? 6 as #, as it 
would be if. (Мое: /t isn’t as if suggests that 
the contrary of what follows is true: И isn’t as 
~ we were rich, ie We are not rich. © 
as*(11).) 7 # only, (often introducing a 
wish, or of an unfulfilled condition, especially 
in exclamations): J~ only he had arrived in 
time! 

-ify (also -fy) /-(1)fai/ suffix (noun|adjective + 
~ = verb) make into, cause to be: terrify; 
solidify. 

ig-loo /'ighu:/ я [С] (р! ~s) winter hut of 
blocks of hard snow, used by the Eskimos. 

ig-neous /'ignios/ adj (of rocks) formed by 
volcanic action. 

ig-nite /ig'nart/ vt,vi set on fire. 

ig-ni-tion /ig'nifn/ и 1 [0] igniting or being 
ignited. 2 [C] (in a petrol engine) electrical 
mechanism for setting the mixture of explo- 
sive gases on fire (to start the engine). 

ig-nom-ini-ous /,1gna'mimies/ adj bringing 
contempt, disgrace, shame: ап ~ defeat. 
ig-nom-ini-ous-ly adv 

ig-nom-iny /‘ignomini/ 7 (pl -ies) 1 [U] pub- 
lic dishonour or shame. 2 [C] dishonourable 
or disgraceful act. 3 [U] dishonourable or 
disgraceful behaviour. 

ig-nor-ance /'ignorons/ п [U] the state of be- 
ing ignorant or having no knowledge: We are 
in complete ~ of his plans. 

ig-nor-ant /'ignorant/ adj 1 (of persons) 
knowing little or nothing; not aware: J am still 
~/was kept ~ of his plans. 2 showing ignor- 
ance; resulting from ignorance: ~ conduct. 
ig-nor-ant-ly adv 

ig-nore /ig'no:(r)/ vt take no notice ой; refuse 
to take notice of: ignoring rude remarks. 

ЁИ fail) = J will; I shall. 

ИР Л adj 1 in bad health; sick: She was ~ with 
anxiety. fall/be taken ill, become ill. 2 bad: 
in an ~ temper|humour; in ~ health.an 1 [U] 


if /itllusion 


evil; injury: do ~. 2 [С] misfortune; trouble: 
the various ~s of life. о adv badly; imperfectly; 
unfavourably: We could ~ (= not well, not 
easily) afford the time and money. be/feel Ш 
at'ease, uncomfortable, embarrassed. 
jill-ad'vised adj unwise; imprudent. 
tH-'bred adj badly brought up; rude. 
,tll-dis'posed (towards) adj (a) wishing to 
do harm (to). (b) unfavourable (towards a 
plan, etc). 
ill-fated adj destined to fail. 
ill-'feeling, feeling of being angry. jealous, 
etc. 
jH-'judged adj done at an unsuitable time; 
showing poor judgement. 
)ili-'mannered adj rude. 
jili-'timed adj done at a wrong or unsuitable 
time. 
jll-'treat/-'use у/ treat badly or cruelly. 
jH-'treatment, bad, cruel, treatment. 
jit will, unkind feeling; enmity. 

il-iegal /'li:gl/ adj not legal. 
il-legally /i'li:gali/ adv 
il-legal-ity /,li'gzloti/n[C,U] 

il-leg-ible /i'ledzabl/ adj difficult or impos- 
sible to read. 
il-leg-ibly /-abli/ adv 
il-leg-ibil-ity /1,led30'biloti/ п [9] 

il-fegit-imate /,li'dzitimot/ adj 1 not auth- 
orized by law; contrary to law. 2 born of par- 
ents who were not married to each other: ам ~ 
child. on[C] illegitimate person. 
il-legit-imate-ly аду 

il-lib-eral /i'liboral/ adj narrow-minded; in- 
tolerant; ungenerous; mean. 
il-lib-eral-ly /-rali/ adv 

il-licit /i'lisit/ adj unlawful; forbidden: the ~ 
use of drugs. 
il-licit-ly adv 

il-lit-er-ate /i'litarat/ adj with little or no edu- 
cation; unable to read or write. ол К] Ишег- 
ate person. 
il-lit-er-acy /-rasi/n[U] 

ill-ness /'1Inis/ 1 [U] state of being ill: no/not 
much/a great deal of ~ this winter. 2 К] 
specific kind of, occasion of, illness: She had 
one ~ after another. 

il-logi-cal /:'lodzikl/ adj without, contrary 
to, logic. 
il-logi-cally /-КП/ adv 
il-logi-cal-ity /lpd3r'kzloti/ n[C,U] 

il-lumi-nate /i'lu:mineit/ vi 1 give light to: a 
street ~d by street lamps. 2 decorate (streets, 
etc) with bright lights as a sign of rejoicing. 3 
(formal) make clear, help to explain. 
il-lumi-nat-ing adj (esp) giving a good expla- 
nation: J found his lectures illuminating. 
il-lumi-na-tion /1,lu:mi'neif{n/ 7 (a) [0] ight- 
ing or being lit. (b) bright lights, eg used for a 
special occasion. 

il-iu-sion /i'lu:zn/ п 1 [С] (the seeing of) 
something that does not really exist; false idea 
or belief: an optical ~. I was under the ~ (= 
believed) that you owned your house. She was 


illusive/immobile 


under по ~ (= was not deceived) about him. 2 
[U] state of mind in which one is deceived in 
this way. 

il-lu-sive /:'lu:siv/ adj = illusory. 
il-lu-sive-ly adv 

il-lu-sory /i'lu:sori/ adj unreal; deceptive. 

tl-lus-trate /'ilostreit/ vt 1 explain by using 
examples, pictures, etc. 2 put with pictures, 
diagrams, etc in a book, etc: a well-~d text- 
book. 
il-lus-tra-tor /-ta(r)/, person whio illustrates 
books, etc. 

il-lus-tra-tion /,lo'strei{n/ и 1 [U] illustrat- 
ing or being illustrated: /~ is often more useful 
than definition for giving the meanings of 
words. 2 [С] something that illustrates, eg a 
picture, diagram, example, etc. 

il-lus-tra-tive /‘ilostrativ US: Шлз-/ adj serv- 
ing to explain, as an explanation or example 
(of). 

il-lus-tri-ous /i'lastries/ adj (formal) cele- 
brated, famous. 
il-lus-tri-ous-ly adv 

I’m /aim/ = Гат. > be. 

im-age /'imid3/ п [С] 1 likeness or copy of 
something, esp made in wood, stone, etc: an ~ 
of the Virgin Mary. 2 close likeness; counter- 
part: Did man create God in his own ~? 3 men- 
tal picture or idea, eg of a politician, political 
party, commercial firm, product: How can we 
improve our ~? speak in images, use ex- 
pressions that bring pictures to the mind. 4 
reflection seen in a mirror or through the lens 
of a camera. п vt 1 make an image of, portray. 
2 reflect. 
imagery /'imid3r1/ и [Ч] 

im-agin-able /1'med3mobl/ adj that can be 
imagined: We had every ~ difficulty/every 
difficulty ~ to get here in time. 

im-agin-ary /1'medzinri US: -neri/ adj exist- 
ing only in the mind; unreal. 

im-agin-ation /imedz3'neifn/ п [C,U] 1 
power of the mind to imagine: He hasn’t much 
~. 2 what is imagined: You didn’t really see a 
ghost—it was only ~. 
im-agin-ative /1'medz3inativ (5. -dzaneitiv/ 
adj of, having, using, imagination: an imagina- 
tive child]idea. 

im-ag-ine /i'med3in/ vi 1 forma picture of in 
the mind: Can vou ~ life without electricity? 2 
think of as probable: Don’t ~ that [ll lend you 
money each time you ask! 

imam /i'ma:m/ n [С] title of various Muslim 
leaders; prayer leader in a mosque; scholar on 
Islamic law. 

im-bal-ance /1m'belons/ и [С] absence of 
balance between two totals, eg payments: the 
increasing ~ between rich and poor countries. 

im-be-cile /'imbosi:1 US: -зэ adj mentally 
weak; stupid: ~ remarks. в п [С] fool. 
im-be-cil-ity /,1mbo'siloti/ и [СО] 

im-bue /im'bju:/ vz (pt,pp ~d) (formal) fill, 
inspire: ~d with patriotism|hatred. 

imi-tate /'imiteit/ vt 1 copy the behaviour of; 
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take as an example: You should ~ great and 
good men. 2 mimic (consciously or not): par- 
rots imitating human speech. 3 be like; make a 
likeness of: wood painted to ~ marble. 
imi-ta-tor /-ta(r)/ п [С] 

imi-ta-tion /пищеЦо/ 21 [9] imitating: ~ 
is the sincerest form of flattery. 2 [С] some- 
thing made or done like something else. 3 (as 
an adjective) not real: ~ leather|jewellery. 

imi-tat-ive /‘imitotiv US: -te:tiv/ adj follow- 
ing the model or example of. 

im-macu-late /:'mekjulot/ adj pure; fault- 
less: ~ conduct. 
im-macu-late-ly adv: ~/y dressed. 

im-ma-terial /,:mo'tiorial/ adj 1 unimpor- 
tant: Your regret is quite ~ to me. 2 not having 
physical substance: as ~ а5 а ghost. 

im-ma-ture /,1mo'tfuo(r) US: -'tuar/ adj not 
yet fully developed: an ~ girl. 
im-ma-tur-ity /1moa'tjuarati US: -'tuar-/ п 
[U] being immature or underdeveloped. 

im-measur-able /1'mezarabi/ adj that can- 
not be measured; without limits. 

im-medi-ate /i'mi:diot/ adj 1 without any- 
thing coming between; nearest: my ~ neigh- 
bours; tomy ~ left. 2 occurring, done, at once: 
take ~ action. 
im-medi-ate-ly adv (а) at once; without de- 
lay. (b) directly or closely: She’s ~ behind the 
man in the red shirt. а conj as soon as: You can 
20 ~ly he comes. 

im-mem-or-ial — /,1mo'mo:rial/ adj (езр) 
from time immemorial, going back be- 
yond memory. 

im-mense /i'mens/ adj very large. 
im-mense-ly adv (a) to a very large degree: 
~ly popular. (b) (informal) very much: They 
enjoyed themselves ~ly. 
im-men:sity /1'mensoti/ и [СО] 

im-merse /i'ms:s/ vt 1 put under the surface 
of (water or other liquid): ~ one’s head in the 
water. 2 absorb(3): be ~d т work. 
im-mer-sion /i'm3:[n US: -3n/n[C,U] 
im'mersion heater, electric heater (fixed in 
a tank). 

im-mi-grant /'imigrant/ п [С] person who 
immigrates: /talian immigrants in Australia. 

im-mi-grate /'imigreit/ vi come to another 
country to live. 
im-mi-gra-tion /,:m'greifn/ 2[C,U] 

im-mi-nence /‘iminons/:n [0] state of being 
imminent. 

im-mi-nent /'iminont/ adj (of events, esp 
dangers) likely to come or happen soon: A 
Storm is~. 
im-mi-nent-ly adv 

im-mo-bile /i'moubail US: -Ы/ adj not able 
to move or be moved; motionless. 
im-mo-bil-ity /,1:mo'biloti/ я [U] state of being 
immobile. 
im-mo-bi-lize (also -ise) /1'maubolaiz/ vt 
make immobile. 
im-mo-bil-iz-ation (also 
/ymaubelar'zeifn US: -l'z-{ и [0] 


-isation) 
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im-mod-er-ate /::modarot/ adj excessive: ~ 
eating and drinking. 
im-mod-er-ate-ly adv 

im-mod-est /i'mpdist/ adj 1 not having 
modesty; indecent or indelicate: ~ behaviour. 
2 impudent: ~ boasts. 
im-mod-est-ly adv 

im-moral /1'mpral US: 'mo:ral/ adj not mor- 
al; wicked and evil: ~ conduct. 
im-mor.ally adv 
im-mor-al-ity /ппэтаэи/ 2 [C,U] 

im-mor-tal /i'mo:rtl/ adj1 living for ever: the 
~ gods. 2 never forgotten: ~ fame. an[C] im- 
mortal being. the ~s, the gods of ancient 
Greece and Rome. 
im-mor-tal-ity /,1mo:'tzloti/ и [0] endless life 
or fame. 
im-mor-tal-ize (also -ise) /1'mo:talaiz/ vt 
give endless life or fame to. 

im-mov-able /i'mu:vabl/ adj that cannot 
be moved: ~ property, eg buildings, land. 2 
incapable of being affected or changed. 
im-mov-ably /-abli/ adv 

im-mune /i'mju:n/ adj free, protected: ~ 
from smallpox. 
im-mun-ity /i'mju:noti/ я [9] (a) safety, se- 
curity: immunity from disease. (b) exemption 
(from taxation, etc): diplomatic immunity. 

im-mu-nize (also -ise) /'imjonaiz/ vt make 
immune (against). 
im-mu-niz-ation (also 
/amjonar'zerfn US: -nt'z-/ n[C,U] 

imp /imp/ и [С] 1 little devil or demon. 2 (in- 
formal) mischievous child. 

im-pact /impekt/ л 1 [С] collision. 2 [U] 
force exerted by one object when striking 
against another: The car body collapses on ~. 
3 strong influence or effect: the ~ of his speech 
on the audience. a vt /1m'pekt/ pack, drive or 
wedge firmly together. 

im-pair /im'peo(r)/ vt weaken; damage: ~ 
one’s health by overwork. 
im-pair-ment7[U] 

im-pale jim'peil/ vt pierce through, pin 
down, with a spear, etc. 

im-part /im'pa:t/ vt (formal) give, pass on, а 
secret, news, etc. 

im-par-tial /im'pa:fl/ adj just; not favouring 
one more than another: an ~ decision. 
im-par-tially /-fali/ adv 
im-par-tial-ity /,1m,pa:fr'zlati/ п [0] 

im-pass-able /пп'ра:5э US: -'pexs-/ adj 
(of roads, etc) impossible to travel through or 
on. 

im-passe /'empa:s US: 'impzs/ и [С] 1 posi- 
tion from which there is no way out: The talks 
reached an~. 2 road, alley, etc with no exit. 

im-pas-sioned /im'pesnd/ adj full of, 
showing, deep feeling: an ~ speech/appeai. 

im-pass-ive /im'pzsiv/ adj showing no sign 
of feeling; unmoved. 
im-pass-ive-ly adv 

im-pa-tience /im'peifns/ п [9] absence of 
patience; intolerance. 


-isation) 


immoderate /imperious 


im-pa-tient /im'peifnt/ adj not patient; in- 
tolerant: The children were ~ to start. 
im-pa-tient-ly adv 

im-peach /im'pi:tf/ vt 1 (formal) question, 
raise doubts about, (a person’s character, etc). 
2 (/ega/) accuse a person of doing wrong, (esp) 
of a crime against the State: ~ a judge for tak- 


ing bribes. 
im-peach-ment7[C,U] 
im-pec-cable /im'pekabl/ adj (formal) 


faultless; incapable of doing wrong: an ~ 
character|record. 

im-pe-cuni-ous /,mpi'kju:nios/ adj (for- 
mai) having little or no money. 

im-pede /im'pi:d/ vt get in the way of: What 
is impeding an early start? 

im-pedi-ment /im'pedimont/ и [С] 1 
physical defect esp in speech, eg a stammer. 2 
something that hinders; obstacle. 

im-pe! /im'pel/ vt (-Il-) force, urge: He said he 
had been ~led to crime by poverty. 

im-pend /im'pend/ vi (formal) be about to 
come or happen: her ~ing arrival. 

im-pen-etrabie /пи'репигэЫ/ adj that can- 
not be penetrated: ~ forests. 

im-pera-tive /im'perativ/ adj 1 urgent; es- 
sential: [5 it~ that they should have|for them to 
have two cars? 2 not to be disobeyed; done, 
given with, authority: The colonels orders 
were ~. 3 (gram) form of a verb and sentence 
expressing commands: ‘Listen’ ‘Go away! are 
in the ~~ mood. 
im-pera-tive-ly adv 

im-per-cep-tibie /,1mpo'septobl/ adj that 
cannot be seen; unnoticeable; very slight or 
gradual. 
im-per-cep-tibly /-abli/ adv 

im-per-fect /im'ps:fikt/ adj not perfect or 
complete. 
imperfect tense, (gram) denoting action 
still in progress (also calied progressive or con- 
tinuous tenses), eg 1am thinking about it. 
im-per-fect-ly adv 

im-per-fec-tion /,:mp2'fek/n/ 1 1 [0] state 
of being imperfect. 2 [С] fault: the little ~s in 
her character. 

im-per-ial /1im'prorial/ adj 1 of an empire or 
its ruler(s): ~ trade. 2 (formal) majestic; mag- 
nificent: with ~ generosity. 3 (of weights and 
measures) used by law in the United King- 
dom: an~ pint/gallon. 
im-per-ially /-1ali/ adv 

im-per-ial-ism /:m'prorializam/ и [U] the 
highest and last stage of capitalism, beginning 
at the end of the 19th century and in the early 
part of the 20th century. 
im-per-ial-ist /-1st/ adj of, like, imperialism: 
oppose an imperialist policy. о п [С] supporter 
of, believer in, imperialism. 
im-per-ial-is-tic /1m,piorio'listik/.adj 

im-peril /im'peral/ vt (-ll-, US also -!-) put or 
bring into danger. 

im-peri-ous /im'piories/ adj (formal) 1 arro- 
gant; dictatorial: ~ gestures/looks. 2 urgent; 
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imperishable /impossible 


imperative. 

im-per-ish-able /im'perifabl/ adj (formal) 1 
that cannot perish. 2 that will never pass 
away: ~ fame|glory. 

im-per-ma-nent /im'ps:monont/ adj (for- 
mal) not permanent. 
im-per-ma-nence /-эп5/ п [0] 

im-per-sonal /,1m'ps:sonl/ adj 1 not influ- 
enced by personal feeling; not referring to any 
particular person: an ~ discussion. 2 having 
no existence as a person: ~ forces, eg those of 
nature. 3 (of verbs) used after ‘it? to make 
general statements such as ‘/t is raining.’ 
im-per-son-ally /-oli/ adv 

im-per-son-ate /im'ps:soneit/ vt 1 act the 
part of (in a play, etc); pretend to be. 2 per- 
sonify. 
im-per-son-ation /im,p3:sa'neifn/ и [C,U] 

im-per-ti-nent /m!'ps:tanont/ adj 1 not 
showing proper respect; impudent: ~ ге- 
marks. 2 irrelevant. 
im-per-ti-nent-ly adv. behave ~ly. 
im-per-ti-nence /-эп5/ л [С] 

im-per-turb-able /итрэнзЪэЫ/ adj (for- 
mal) not easily excited; calm. 

im-per-vi-ous —/пп!рз:12$/ adj 1 = (of 
materials) not allowing (water, etc) to pass 
through. 2 (fig) not moved or influenced by: 
~ to criticism. 

im-petu-ous /im'petfues/ adj 1 acting, in- 
clined to act, on impulse, without enough 
thought or care: ~ remarks. 2 moving quickly 
or violently. 
im-petu-ous-ly adv 
im-petu-os-ity /1m,petfu'psoti/ п [СО] 

im-pe-tus /'impites/ и (p/ ~es) 1 [U] force 
with which a body moves. 2 [С] stimulus; driv- 
ing force: The treaty will give an ~ to trade 
between the two countries. 

im-pinge /im'pind3/ vi (formal) 1 make ап 
impact (on/upon). 2 use (something, eg time) 
too much or irresponsibly: impinging on a per- 
son’s time. 
im-pinge-ment7 [U] 

im-pi-ous /'impies/ adj (formal) not pious; 
wicked (the more usual word). 
im-pi-ous-ly adv 

imp-ish /ипри/ adj of or like an imp. 
imp-ish-ly adv 

im-plac-able /im'plekobl/ adj (formal) that 
cannot be calmed; relentless: ап ~ enemy. 

im-plant /im'pla:nt US: -'plent/ vz fix or put 
ideas, feelings, etc (in). 

im-ple-ment' /'impliment/ п [С] tool or in- 
strument for working with: farm ~s. 

im-ple-ment? /impliment/ уг carry out an 
undertaking, agreement, promise: 
scheme. 
im-ple-men-ta-tion /,:mplimen'teif{n/ и [0] 

im-pli-cate /'mmplikeit/ vt show or imply 
that (a person) is or was involved (in a crime, 
etc). 

im-pli-ca-tion / mpli'kefn/ л 1 [U] impli- 
cating or being implicated (in a crime, etc). 2 


~ a 
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[С] what is implied: What are the ~s of this 
statement? 

im-pli-cit /im'plisit/ adj (formal) 1 implied 
though not plainly expressed: an ~ threat. 2 
unquestioning: ~ belief. 
im-pli-cit-ly adv 

im-plore /im'plo:(r)/ уг request earnestly: im- 
ploring a judge for mercy. 
im-plor-ing-ly adv 

im-ply /im'pla:/ vt (pt,pp -ied) give or make a 
suggestion (that): Are you ~ing that Гат noi 
telling the truth? > infer. 

im-po-lite /mpo'lait/ adj not polite. 
im-po-lite-ly adv 

im:-poli-tic /im'pplotik/ adj (formal) not 
judged well; not likely to be useful. 

im-pon-der-able /im'ppondorebl/ adj (fig) 
of which the effect cannot be estimated. ол [К] 
imponderable thing. 

im-port /im'po:t/ vt 1 bring in, introduce, 
from a foreign country: ~ coffee from Brazil. 
2 (formal) mean; make known (that): What 
does this ~~? an |'impo:t/ 1 [С] (often p/) goods 
imported: food ~s. 2 [U] act of importing 
goods. 3 [U] (formal) meaning: What is the ~ 
of his statement? 4 [Ц] (formal) importance: 
questions of great international ~. 
im-port-ation /,mpo:'terfn/n[C,U] 
im-porter, person who imports goods. 

im-port-ance /im'po:tens/ п [U] being im- 
portant: The matter is of great/no{not much/ 
little~ tous. 

im-port-ant /im'po:tent/ adj 1 of great influ- 
ence; to be treated seriously; having a great ef- 
fect: ~ decisions|books. 2 (of a person) having 
a position of authority. 
im-port-ant-ly adv 

im-por-tu-nate /im'po:tfunat/ adj (formal) 
1 (of persons) making repeated and incon- 
venient requests: an ~ beggar. 2 (of affairs, 
etc) urgent: ~ demands. 
im-por-tun-ity /,1mpo'tju:noat: US: -'tu:-/ п 
[C,U] 

im-por-tune /im'po:tfu:n US: -Цэп/ vt (for- 
mal) beg urgently and repeatedly: importuning 
for more money. 

im-pose /im'pouz/ vt,vi 1 lay or place a tax, 
duty, etc on: New duties were ~d on wines and 
spirits. 2 force (something, oneself, one’s corn- 
pany) on others. 3 take advantage of: impos- 
ing on/upon а person’s kindness. 
im-pos-ing adj making a strong impression 
because of size, character, appearance: an im- 
posing old lady. 
im-pos-ing-ly adv 

im-po-si-tion /,:mpe'zif{n/ и 1 [0] the act of 
imposing(1): the ~ of new taxes. 2 [К] some- 
thing imposed, eg tax, burden, punishment. 3 
[С] fraud; trick; extra charge. 

im-poss-ibie /im'posobl/ adj 1 not possible: 
It is ~ to cure him. (as a noun = that which is 
not possible) Don’t ask me to do the ~. 2 that 
cannot be endured: /Г5 ап ^^ situation? 
im-possi-bil-ity /im,ppso'biloti/ и {C,U]. 


ot 


im-poss-ibly /-abli/ adv 

im-pos-tor /im'ppsta(r)/ п [С] 
pretending to be somebody else. 

im-pos-ture /im'postfa(r)/ п [C,U] (act of) 
deception by an impostor. 

im-po-tence /'impatons/ и [0] state of being 
impotent. 

im-po-tent /'1mpotant/ adj 1 not having suf- 
ficient strength (to do something). 2 (of men) 
incapable of sexual intercourse. 
im-po-tent-ly аду 

im-pound /im'paund/ vt take possession of 
by law or by authority. 

im-pov-er-ish /im'ppvoarif/ vt (formal) cause 
to become poor; take away good qualities: 
~ed by doctors fees. 

im-prac-ti-cable /im'prektikobl/ adj that 
cannot be put into practice or used: an ~ 
scheme. 
im-prac-ti-cably /-abli/ adv 

im-prac-ti-cal /im'prektikl/ adj not prac- 
tical. 

im-preg-nable /im'pregnabl/ adj that can- 
not be overcome or taken by force: ~ de- 
fences/arguments. 
im-preg-nably /-abli/ adv 

im-preg-nate /'impregneit US: mm'preg-/ vt 
1 make pregnant; fertilize, eg an ovum. 2 fill; 
saturate: paper ~d with water. 3 (formal) fill 
with feelings, moral qualities, etc. 

im-pre-sario /,1mpri'sa:risu/ и [С] (р/ ~s) 
manager of an operatic or concert company. 

im-press /1m'pres/ vt 1 press (one thing on 
or with another); make (a mark, etc) by doing 
this: ~ a design on cloth. 2 have a strong influ- 
ence on; fix deeply (on the mind, memory): 
The book| He did not ~ те at all. an [‘tmpres/ 
(С] mark made by a seal, etc. 

im-pres-sion /im'prefn/ 1 1 [С] mark made 
by pressing: the ~ of a seal on wax. 2 [С] (pro- 
duct of) any one printing operation: a first ~ 
of 5000 copies. 3 [СЦ] effect produced on the 
mind or feelings: /t’s my ~ that he doesn’t want 
to come. be under the impression that, 
have an idea, think, that. 
im-pres-sion-ism /-izam/ и [0] method of 
painting or writing so as to give the general 
effect without elaborate detail. 
im-pres-sion-ist /-ist/ adj, п [С] (of a) per- 
son who paints or writes using this method. 
im-pres-sion-is-tic /im,prefn'istik/ adj (a) 
of, characteristic of, impressionism. (b) pro- 
ducing only a general effect. 

im-pres-sion-able /im'prefanabl/ adj easi- 
ly influenced: the ~ age, adolescence. 

im-pres-sive /im'presiv/ adj making a deep 
impression on the mind and feelings: an ~ 
ceremony. 
im-pres-sive-ly adv 

im-print /im'print/ vt print; stamp; produce 
an effect: ideas ~ed on the mind. а п j‘imprint/ 
[С] that which is imprinted: the ~ of suffering 
on her face. 

im-prison /im'prizn/ vt put, send to or keep 


person 


impostor/impute 


in a prison. 
im-prison-ment7[U] 

im-prob.-able /im'prvbabl/ adj not likely to 
be true or to happen: an ~ story/result. 
im-prob.ably /-abli/ adv 
im-prob-abil-ity /im,proba'bilati/ n[C,U] | 

im-promptu /im'promptju: (5: -tu:/ adj, 
adv without preparation: an ~ speech. a п [С] 
musical composition that seems to have been 
improvised. 

im-proper /im'propa(r)/ adj 1 not suited for 
the purpose, situation, circumstances, etc: 
Laughing is ~ at a funeral. 2 incorrect: an ~ 
diagnosis of disease. 3 indecent: ~ stories| 
language. 
im-proper-ly adv 

im-pro-pri-ety /ппргэ’ргалэи/ м (pi -ies) 
(formal) 1 [9] incorrectness; unsuitability. 2 
[С] improper act, remark, etc. 

im-prove /im'pru:v/ vi,vi make or become 
better: His health is improving. 
im-prove-ment n (а) [U] improving or be- 
ing improved: There is need for ~ment in your 
handwriting. (b) [С] something which adds to 
beauty, usefulness, value, etc: an ~ ment in the 
weather. 

im-provi-dent jum! provident) adj (formal) 
wasteful; not looking to future needs. 

im-pro-vise /'impravaiz/ vt,vi 1 compose 
music, poetry, etc during the performance: /f 
an actor forgets his words, he has to ~. 2 pro- 
vide, make or do something quickly, using 
whatever happens to be available: an ~d meal. 
im-pro-vis-ation /,1mprovai'zeifn US: -v1'z-/ 
n{C,U] 

im-prud-ent /im'pru:dont/ adj indiscreet: an 
~ act/remark. 
im-pru-dent-ly adv 
im-prud-ence-ans/ n[C,U] 

im-pu-dence /‘impjudons/ и [Ч] (act of) be- 
ing impudent: None of your ~! 

im-pu-dent /‘impjudont/ adj sharnelessly 
rude, disrespectful: What an ~ boy he is! 
im-pu-dent-ly adv 

im-pulse /'impals/ п 1 [С] push or thrust: 
give ап ~ to таде[едисаноп. 2 [С] sudden de- 
sire to act without thought about the conse- 
quences: feel an irresistible ~ to jump out of a 
window. 3 [U] state of mind in which such de- 
sires occur: aman who acts оп. 

im-pul-sive /im'palsiv/ adj 1 (of persons, 
their conduct) acting on impulse; resulting 
from impulse: a girl with an ~ nature. 2 (of a 
force) tending to impel. 
im-pul-sive-ly adv 
im-pul-sive-ness n(U] 

im-pun-ity /im'pju:noti/ м (U] (esp) with 
impunity, without caring about the risk of 
injury or punishment. 

im-pure /im'pjua(r)/ adj not pure: ~ motives. 
im-pur-ity /-oti/n[C,U] 

im-pute /im'pju:t/ vt (formal) attribute an 
ac t,quality or outcome to: He was innocent of 
the crime ~d to him. 


in /inartistic 


im-pu-ta-tion /,mpju'tei{n/ 2 [СО] 

in’ /in/ adverbial particle (contrasted with out) 
(For special uses with verbs, eg give in, > the 
verb entries.) 1 be in, (a) at home: /s (there) 
anyone ~? (b) arrive: fs the train ~ yet? (©) 
(of crops) harvested: The wheat crop is safely 
~. (d) in season; obtainable: Strawberries are 
~ now. (e) in fashion: Long skirts are ~ 
again. (+) elected; in power; in office: The De- 
mocrats are ~. (g) (п cricket, baseball) bat- 
ting: Which side is ~? be ‘in on, (informai) 
participate in; have a share in: I'd like to be~ 
on this scheme. 2 т for, (a) likely to have or 
experience (often something unpleasant): Рт 
afraid we’re ~ for a storm. (b) committed to; 
having agreed to take part in: Гт ~ for the 
competition, shali be a competitor. have it 'in 
for sb, be waiting ready to punish him when 
a chance occurs. 

in? /in/ prep 1 (of place; © at): ~ Africa; chil- 
dren playing ~ the street; not a cloud ~ the 
sky; lying ~ bed. He was wounded ~ the leg. 1 
read about it ~ the newspapers. 2 (of direc- 
tion): ~ this/that direction; ~ all directions. 3 
(of direction of motion or activity) into: He 
put his hands ~ his pockets. Cut/break it ~ 
two. 4 (of time when): ~ 1970; ~ spring/ 
summer. & at(2). & on?(2). in the end, fi- 
nally. 5 (of time) in the course of; within the 
space of: J shall be back ~ a few days. ГИ be 
ready ~ a moment. 6 (indicating inclusion): 
seven days ~ a week; a man ~ his thirties, ie 
between 29 and 40 years of age. 7 (of ratio): 
He paid 25p ~ the pound. Not one ~ ten of the 
boys could spell well. 8 (of dress, etc): dressed 
~ white, wearing white clothes; ~ uniform. 9 
(of physical surroundings, circumstances, 
etc): go си! ~ the rain. 10 (of a state or condi- 
tion): ~ good order; ~ poor health; ~ a hurry; 
~ love; ~ public. 11 (of form, shape, arrange- 
ment): words ~ alphabetical order; dancing ~ 
a ring. 12 (of the method of expression, 
means, material, etc): speaking|writing ~ 
English; payment ~ cash. 13 (of degree or ex- 
tent): ~ large/small quantities. in ‘all, as the 
total: We were fifteen ~ all. 14 (of identity): 
We have lost a first-rate teacher ~ Hill, Hill, 
who has left us, was a first-rate teacher. 15.(of 
relation, reference, respect): ~ every way; 
blind ~ the left eye; my equal ~ strength. 16 
(of occupation, activity, etc): He's ~ the 
army|~ the Civil Service. How much time do 
you spend ~ reading? 17 (used in numerous 
prepositional phrases of the pattern in + n + 
prep; & the noun entries, eg): ~ defence of; ~ 
exchange for. 18 in that, since, because: 
High income tax is harmful ~ that it may dis- 
courage people from trying 10 earn more. т 
as/so far as, to the extent that: He is a Rus- 
sian ~ so far as he was born there. in itself, 
considered apart from other things: Playing 
cards is not harmful ~ itself, but gambling may 
be. 

im? /in/ n (only in) the ins and (the) outs, 


Sie: 


(a) the different parts; the full details: know, 
all the ~s and outs of a problem. (№) those in. 
office and those out of office. | 

1-1 (also il-, im-, ir-) /in-, 1, 1m-, 1r-/ prefix 1. 
in, on: intake, imprint. 2 not: infinite. illicit, 
immoral, irrelevant. 

im-* /in/ prefix (before a noun): 'in-patient, one 
who lives in hospital while being treated (con- 
trasted with out-patient). 

-in /in/ suffix used (usually with а verb) to 
show participation in a group activity, etc: 
‘sit-in; 'teach-in. 

in-abil-ity /,mo'biloti/ и [U] being unable; 
lack of power or means: an ~ 10 pay one’s 
debts. 

in-ac-cess-ible /,nek'sesabl/ adj (formal) 
not accessible. 
in-ac-cessi-bil!-ity /,nzk,seso'bilati/ и [U] 

in-ac-cur-acy /i'nekjurosi/ п 1 [U] being 
inaccurate. 2 [С] (p/ -ies) inaccurate state- 
ment, etc. 

in-ac-cur-ate /i'nekjurot/ adj not accurate. 
in-ac-cur-ate-ly adv 

in-ac-tive /in'ektiv/ adj not active. 
in-ac-tiv-ity /mek'tivati/ и О] 

in-ad-equate /mn'edikwoat/ adj not ade- 
quate; insufficient. 
in-ad-equate-ly adv 

in-ad-miss-ible /,imod'misobi/ adj that can- 
not be admitted or allowed: ~ evidence; ~ in 
evidence. 

in-ad-ver-tent /,:nod'va:tant/ adj (formal) 1 
not paying or showing proper attention. 2 (of 
actions) done thoughtlessly or not on pur- 
pose. 
in-ad-ver-tent-ly аду 

in-alien-able /in'e:lionobl/ adj (formal) (of 
rights, etc) that cannot be given away or taken 
away. 

im-ane /i'nein/ adj silly: an ~ remark. . 
in-ane-ly adv 
in-an-ity /1'nznati/ и [C.U] 

in-ani-mate. /in'enimot/ adj 1 lifeless: ~ 
rocks and stones. 2-without animal life: Js the. 
moon ~? (formal) without interest; dull: ~ 
conversation. | | 

in-ap-pli-cable /in'eplikobl/ adj inapplic- 
able (to), not applicable (to). 

in-ap-preci-able /,mo'pri:fabl/ adj not 
worth reckoning; too small or slight to be 
noticed: ап ~ difference. 
in-ap-roach-able /|,ino'proutfabi/ adj not 
approachable. 

in-ap-pro-pri-ate /,ino'prouprist/ adj not 
appropriate or suitable. | 

in-apt /in'ept/ adj (esp) not relevant: ~ re- 
marks. - 
in-ap-ti-tude /in'eptitju:d US. -tu:d/ п [U] 
being inapt. 

in-ar-ticu-ate /ma:'tikjulot/ adj 1 (of 
speech) not clear or distinct; (of a person) not 
speaking distinctly, clearly or fluently: ~ rage. 
2 not jointed: an ~ body, eg a jelly-fish. 

in-ar-tis-tic /,ma:'tistik/ adj not artistic. 
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in-as-much as /ипэйтл( э2/ adv since; 
because. 

in-at-ten-tion /,ino'tenfn/ и [U] state of not 
having, failure to pay, attention. 
in-at-ten-tive /ипэКепиу/ adj not attentive. 

in-aud-ible /in's:dobl/ adj that cannot be 
heard. 
in-audi-bil-ity ЧЬИ п [0] 

in-aug-ural /i'no:gjoral/ adj of or for ап 
inauguration: ал ~ lecture. а п [С] inaugural 
speech. 

in-aug-ur-ate /i'no:gjureit/ vi 1 introduce а 
new Official, professor, etc at a special сеге- 
mony: ~ a president. 2 open an exhibition, a 
new public building, with formalities. 3 (for- 
mal) be the beginning of: The invention of the 
silicon chip ~d a new era in data processing. 
in-aug-ur-ation /1,n9:gju'reifn/ п [СО] 

in-aus-pi-cious /,1no:'spifas/ adj (formal) 
not favourable or promising; unlucky. 
in-aus-pi-cious-ly adv 

in-board /'inbo:d/ adj within the hull of a 
ship: an ~ motor. 

in-born /,1n'bs:n/ adj (ot a quality) possessed 
(by a person or animal) at birth: a talent which 
is ~~; an'inborn talent (note stress change). 

in-bred /,n'bred/ adj 1 inborn: courtesy 
which is ~,; ‘inbred courtesy (note stress 
change). 2 bred for several generations from 
ancestors closely related. 

in-breed-ing /,n'bri:din/ и [U] breeding 
from closely related ancestors, stocks, ес. 

in-cal-cu-iable /in'kelkjulabl/ adj too great 
to be calculated: This has done ~ harm to our 
reputation. 

in-can-descent /,inken'desnt/ adj giving 
out, able to give out, light when heated. 

in-can-ta-tion /,nken'teifn/ n [C,U] (the 
use of) words used in magic. 

in-ca-pable /in'keipobl/ adj not capable: ~ 
of telling a lie. 
in-capa-bil-ity /,1n,kerpa'bilati/ и [Ч] 

in-ca-paci-tate /,inka'pezsiteit/ vt make un- 
fit (for work, etc). 

in-ca-pac-ity /,inka'pzsati/ п [0] inability; 
powerlessness. 

in-car-cer-ate /in'ka:sareit/ vt (formal) im- 
prison. 
ih-car-cer-ation /,1n,ka:sa'reifn/ п [0] 

in-car-nate /in'ka:nat/ adj 1 having a body; 
(esp) in human form: That prison officer is a 
devil ~. 2 (of an idea, ideal, etc) appearing in 
human form: Liberty ~. в vt /in'ka:nert/ 1 
make (an idea, etc) incarnate. 2 (of a person) 
be a living form of (a quality): а wife whe ~s 
ail the virtues. 

in-car-na-tion /nka:'neifn/ n the I~, the 
taking of bodily form by Jesus. 

in-cen-Grary /in'sendior: US: -diert/ n [С] 
(pl -ies), adj 1 (person) setting fire to property 
unlawfully and with an evil purpose. 2 (per- 
son) tending to stir up violence: an ~ speech. 3 
(bomb) causing fire. 

in-cense' /insens/ л [U] (smoke of a) sub- 


inasmuch as/incline 


stance giving a sweet smell when burning. 

in-cense? /in'sens/ vt make angry: ~d by his 
conduct/at her remarks. 

in-cen-tive /1n'sentiv/ 2 [СО] that which in- 
cites or encourages a person: He hasn’t much 
~ to work hard; an ~~ scheme, eg more pay for 
more productivity. 

in-cep-tion /in'sepfn/ n [С] (formal) start: 
the ~ of a disease. 

in-cess-ant /in'sesnt/ adj continual; often 
repeated: a week of ~ rain. 
in-cess-ant-ly adv 

in-cest /'insest/ n [U] sexual intercourse be- 
tween close relations, eg a brother and sister. 
in-ces-tuous /in'sestfuas/ adj 

inch /intf{/ 2 [С] 1 measure of length, one- 
twelfth of a foot. 2 small distance. с vt,vimake 
one’s way gradually: ~ along a ledge ona cliff. 

in-ci-dence /'insidons/ n [С] way in which 
something occurs or affects things: the ~ of a 
disease, the range or extent of its effect. 

in-ci-dent! /'insidant/ adj (formal) forming a 
natural or expected part of; naturally connect- 
ed with: the risks ~ to the life of a racing driver. 

in-ci-dent? /‘insidont/ я [С] 1 event, esp one 
of less importance than others: frontier ~s, eg 
disputes between forces on a frontier. 2 hap- 
pening which attracts general attention. 3 sep- 
arate piece of action ina play or poem. 

in-ci-den-tal /,nsi'dent!/ adj 1 accompany- 
ing but not forming a necessary part: ~ music 
to a film. 2 small and comparatively untmpor- 
tant: ~ expenses. 
in-ci-den-tally /-э!/ adv by chance; by the 
way. 

in-cin-er-ate /in'sinoreit/ vt burn to ashes. 
in-cin-er-ation /in,sina'reifn/ 2[U] 
in-cin-er-ator /-ta(r)/ п [С] furnace, etc for 
burning rubbish, etc. 

in-cipi-ent /in'sipiont/ adj in an early stage: 
~ decay of the teeth. 

in-cise /in'saiz/ vt make a cut in; engrave. 
in-ci-sion /in'sizn/ п (a) [0] cutting (into 
something). (Ъ) [С] cut, eg in surgery. 

in-cis-ive /in! saisiv/ adj 1 sharp and cutting. 
2 (of a person’s mind, remarks) clear and 
effective: ~ criticism. 
in-cis-ive-ly аду: speak ~ly. 

in-cisor /1n'saiza(r)/ п [С] (in human beings) 
any one of the front cutting teeth with sharp 
edges. 

in-Cite /in'sait/ vi stir up, provoke: insults in- 
citing violence. 
in-cite-ment(C,U] 

in-clem-ent /in'‘klemant/ adj (formal) (of 
weather or climate) severe; cold and stormy. 
in-clem-ency /-ansi/ я [0] 

in-cli-na-tion /nkli'neifn/ n 1 [С] bending; 
bowing; slope; slant: the ~ of a roof, its degree 
of slope. 2 [C,U] desire; tendency: He showed 
no~ to leave. 

in-cline’ /in'klamn/ vt,vi 1 (cause to) lean, 
slope or slant. 2 bend (the head, body, oneself) 
forward or downward: ~ the head in prayer. 3 


incline /incorrigible 


(usually passive) direct the mind on a certain 
path; cause to have a tendency or wish: / am 
~d to think (= | have a feeling or idea) that he 
is opposed to the plan. Не’; ~d to be lazy. 4 
have a physical tendency: He ~s to leanness. 

in-cline? /'inklam/ n [С] slope; sloping sur- 
face: asteep~. 

in-close, in-clos-ure 
in'klauza(r)/ = enclose, enclosure. 

in-clude /in'klu:d/ vt bring in, reckon, as part 
of the whole: ten competitors, including six 
from America. I~ me ‘out! (informal) Don’t 
include me! 

in-clu-sion /in‘klu:zn/ и [0] 

in-clus-ive /imn'klu:srv/ adj 1 including: from 
I May to 3 June ~, | May and 3 June being in- 
cluded. 2 including much or all: a price ~ of 
tax. 

in-clus-ive-ly adv 

in-cog-nito | nkpg'ni:tou/ adj disguised; 
with an assumed name. о аду with one’s name, 
character, etc concealed: travel ~. 


/in'klouz, 


in-co-her-ent = j,nkou'hrorent/ adj not 
coherent. 
in-co-her-ent-ly adv 


in-co-her-ence /-ans/ п [0] 

in-come /'inkam/ 7 [С] money received dur- 
ing a given period (as salary, receipts from 
trade, interest from investments, etc): live 
within|beyond one’s ~, spend less/more than 
one receives. | 
‘income-tax, tax on wages or Salary. 

in-com-ing /'inkami/ adj coming in: the ~ 
tide]tenant. > outgoing. 

in-com-men-sur-ate /,inko'menfurat/ adj 
not comparable (to) in respect of size; not 
worthy to be measured (with). 

in-com-par-able /in'komprabl/ adj not to 
be compared; without equal: ~ beauty. 

in-com-pat-ible /mkom'petabl/ adj ор- 
posed in character: unabie to exist together: 
Excessive drinking is ~ with good health. 
_in-com-pati-bil-ity /,mkom,peta'bilati/ п 
[U] 

in-com-pe-tent /in‘kompitent/ adj not 
qualified or able: an ~ teacher. 
in-com-pe-tent-ly аду 
in-com-pe-tence /-ons/ (also 
in-com-pe-tency /- -ansi/) п [0] being incom- 
petent. 

in-com-plete /,inkom'pli:t/ adj not com- 
plete. 

_in-com-plete-ly adv 

in-com-pre-hen-sible —/ипКотргиБеп- 
sabl/ adj (formal) that cannot Бе under- 
stood. 
in-com-pre-hen-si-bil-ity 
hens:'bilati/ и [0] 

in-com-pre-hen-sion /in,kkomprihenfn/ 
п [0] failure to understand. 

in-con-ceiv-able /,nkon'si:vabl/ adj 1 that 
cannot be imagined. 2 (informal) hard to be- 
lieve; very remarkable. 

in-con-clus-ive /mkon'klusiv/ adj (of 


/injkompri- 
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evidence, arguments, discussions, actions) not 
decisive or convincing. 
in-con-clus-ive-ly adv 
in-con-gru-ous /in'kpngrues/ adj not т 
harmony or agreement; out of place. 
in-con-gru-ous-:ly adv 
in-con-gru-ity /,nkon'gru:ati/ n[C,U] 
in-con-sequent /in'konsikwont/ adj not 
following naturally what has been said or 
done before: an ~ remark. 
in-con-sequent-ly ady 
in-con-sequen-tial /,m,konsi'kwenfl/ adj 
(esp) unimportant. 
in-con-sid-er-abije /,mkon'sidrabl/ adj of 
small size, value, importance, etc. 
im-con-sid-er-ate /,nkan'sidarat/ adj (of a 
person, his actions) thoughtless: ~ children/ 
remarks. 
in-con-sid-er-ate-ly adv 
in-con-sist-ent /,inkan'sistant/ adj not con- 
sistent; contradictory; having parts that do 
not agree: Their accounts of what happened 
were ~. 
in-con-sist-ent-ly adv 
in-con-sist-ency /-onsi/1[C,U] 
in-con-sol-able j|,nkon'soulebl/ adj that 
cannot be consoled: ~ grief. 
in-con-spicu-ous /|,inkan'spikjuas/ adj not 
striking or obvious: dressed in ~ colours. 
in-con-spicu-ous-ly ау 
in-con-stant /in'kponstont/ adj (formal) (of 
persons) changeable in feelings, intentions, 
purpose, etc: an ~ lover. 
in-con-stancy /-onsi/n[C,U] 
in-con-test-able /,nkon'testobl/ adj that 
cannot be disputed. 
in-con-ti-nent /:n‘kpontinont/ adj 1 not hav- 
ing self-control or self-restraint. 2 unable to 
control excretion. 
in-con-ti-nence /-ons/ и [0] 
in-con-tro-vert-ible = /in,kontro'va:tabl/ 
adj that cannot be disputed. 
in-con-ven-ience | ,inkon'vi:nions/ n [СО] 
(cause or instance of) discomfort or trouble: / 
suffered great ~. в vi cause inconvenience to. 
in-con-ven-ient /,inkon'vimient/ adj caus- 
ing discomfort, trouble or annoyance. 
in-con-ven-ient-ly adv 
in-con-vert-ible /:nkon'va:tobl/ adj that 
cannot be converted. 
in-cor-por-ate’ /i:n'ks:porat/ adj formed in- 
to, united in, a corporation. 
in-cor-por-ate? /in'ks:poreit/ vt,vi 1 make, 
become, united in one group: Hanover was~d 
inta Prussia in 1886. 2 (legal) form into, be- 
come, a corporation(2): The firm ~d with 
others. 
in-cor-por-ation /in,ko:po'reif{n/ и [0] 
in-cor-rect /,inko'rekt/ adj not correct. 
in-cor-rect-ly adv 
in-cor-ri-gible /in'koridzobl US: -'ko:r-/ 
adj (of a person, his faults, etc) that cannot be 
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corrected: an ~ liar. 
in-cor-rupt-ible /nko'raptabl/ adj 1 that 
cannot decay or be destroyed. 2 that cannot 
be corrupted, esp by being bribed. 
in-crease’ /‘inkri:s/ п 1 [0] increasing; 
growth. 2 [С] amount by which something 
increases. 
in-crease* /in'‘kri:s/ vt,vi make or become 
greater in size, number, degree, etc: Our diffi- 
culties are increasing. 
in-creas-ing-ly /in'kri:sinjli/ adv more and 
more. 
in-cred-ible /in'kredobl/ adj 1 that cannot 
be believed. 2 (informal) difficult to believe; 
very surprising. 
in-cred-ibly /-abli/ adv 
in-credi-bil-ity /,n,kreda'bilati/ n{U] 
in-credu-lous /im'kred3ulas/ adj not believ- 
ing; showing disbelief: ~ looks. 
in-credu-lous-ly adv 
in-cred-ul-ity /,mkri'dzu:lati US: -'du:-/ n{U] 
in-cre-ment /'nkrimont/ л 1 [U] profits; 
increase. 2 [С] amount of increase: ‘Salary 
£5000 per annum, with yearly ~s of £500’. 
in-crimi-nate /m'krimineit/ vi say, be a 
sign, that (a person) is guilty of doing wrong: 
incriminating evidence. 
in-cu-bate /'inkjubeit/ vt,vi hatch (eggs) by 
sitting on them or by artificial warmth. 
in-cu-ba-tion /,nkju'beifn/a{U] 
in-cu-ba-tor /-15(г)/ п [С] (a) apparatus for 
hatching eggs by artificial warmth. (b) appa- 
ratus for rearing small, weak babies. 
in-cum-bent /in‘kambont/ adj (formal) be a 
duty: /t is ~ on you to warn him not to smoke.a 
п [С] 1 person holding a church benefice; rec- 
tor or vicar. 2 (informal) holder of any posi- 
tion or appointment. 
in-cum-bency /-э151/ п [С] (р/ -ies) position 
of an incumbent. 
in-cur /in‘ks:(r)/ vt (-rr-) bring on oneself: 
~ring debts/hatred|great expense. 
in-cur-able /in'kjuorabl/ adj that cannot be 
cured: ~ diseases/habits. а п [С] person who is 
incurable. 
in-cur-ably /-obli/ adv 
in-cur-sion /in'k3:{n US: -3n/ п (C] sudden 
attack or invasion: ~s into enemy territory; 
(fig) ~s on my leisure time. 
in-debted /in'detid/ adj owing money or 
gratitude: Гат to you for your help. 
in-de-cent /in'di:snt/ adj 1 (of behaviour, 
talk, etc) not decent(2); obscene. 2 (informal) 
improper. 
in-de-cent-ly adv 
in-de-cency /-ns1/ я [U] indecent behaviour; 
{C] indecent act, word, etc. 
in-de-cipher-able /,:ndi'saifrobl/ adj that 
cannot be deciphered. 
in-de-cision / mdi'sizn/ л [0] the state of be- 
ing unable to decide; hesitation. 
in-de-cis-ive /ndr'saisiv/ adj not decisive. 


incorruptible /indestructible 


in-de-cis-ive-ly adv 

in-deed /in'di:d/ adv 1 really; as you say; as 
you may imagine: ‘Are you pleased at your 
son’s success? —‘ Yes, ~. 2 (used to intensify): 
Thank you very much ~. 3 (used as a comment 
to show interest, surprise, etc): ‘Не spoke to 
me about you. —‘Oh,~? 

in-de-fens- ible | indi'fensabl/ adj that can- 
not be defended, justified or excused. 

in-de-fin-able /,indi'fainobl/ adj that cannot 
be defined. 

in-defi-nite jin'definit/ adj 1 vague: an ~ 
answer, neither ‘Yes’ пог ‘No’. 2 having no 
precise limit: ап ~ period of time. 
the in definite 'article, the word aor an. 
in definite pronoun, eg somebody, anyone. 
in-defi-nite-ly adv 

in-del-ible jin'delebl{ adj that cannot be 
rubbed out or removed: ~ ink. 
in-del-ibly /-abli/ adv 

in-deli-cate /in'delikat/ adj (formal) (of a 
person, his speech, behaviour, etc) offensive, 
rude: ~ remarks. 
in-deli-cacy /-kasi/ n{C,U] 

in-dem:-nify /in'demnifa:/ у! (pt,pp -ied) 1 
(legal, comm) make safe: ~ a person against 
harm|{loss. 2 pay (a person) back: / will ~ you 
for any expenses. 

in-dem-nity /in'demnoti/ n (pl -ies) 1 [Ц] se- 
curity against damage or loss; compensation 
for loss. 2 [С] something giving security 
against damage or loss or given, received, as 
compensation. 

in-dent /in‘dent/ vt,vi1 break into the edge or 
surface of. 2 start (a line of print or writing) 
farther from the margin than the others: You 
must ~ the first line of each paragraph. 
in-den-ta-tion /,mden'teifn/ n (a) [U] in- 
denting or being indented. (b) [C] deep recess 
in a coastline. (с) [С] space at the beginning of 
a line of print or writing. 

in-de-pen-dence /,indi'pendons/ м [U] 
state of being independent: colonies winning ~ 
from European countries. 
,Inde'pendence Day, 4 July, celebrated in 
the US as the anniversary of the day, in 1776, 
on which the Declaration of I~ (that the 
American colonies were free and independent 
of GB) was made. 

in-de-pen-dent /,ndi'pendont/ adj 1 not 
dependent on or controlled by (other persons 
or things): Campers are ~ of hotels. 2 not 
needing to work for a living: ~ means, private 
wealth. 3 self-governing: when the colony be- 
came ~. 4 acting or thinking freely: an ~ wit- 
ness. a n[C] (esp) MP, councillor, candidate, 
etc who does not belong to a political party. 
in-de-pen-dent-ly ady 

in-de-scrib-able /,ndi'skraibobl/ adj that 
cannot be described. 

in-de-struct-ible /,ndi'straktabl/ adj that 
cannot be destroyed: ~ concrete buildings. 


indeterminate / individual 


in-de-ter-mi-nate /,indi'ts:mmot/ adj not 
fixed; vague or indefinite. 
in-de-ter-min-able /,1ndi't3:minobl/ adj that 
cannot be determined, decided or (esp of an 
industria! dispute) settled. 
in-de-ter-min-ably /-sbli/ adv 

in-dex /'indeks/ и [К] (p/ ~es or, in science, 
indices /'indisi:z/) 1 something that points to 
or indicates; pointer (on an instrument) show- 
ing measurements: increasing unemployment 
was an ~ of the country’s poverty. 2 list of 
names, subjects, references, etc in ABC order, 
at the end of a book, or on cards (a'card~) in 
a library, etc. о vt make an index for a book, 
collection of books, etc. 
the ‘index finger, the forefinger, used for 
pointing. 
index-linked adj (of wages, savings) increas- 
ing according to the cost of living. 
in-dexer, person who prepares an index(2). 

In-dian /indian/ п, adj 1 (person) of the Re- 
public of India. 2 (person) of the original in- 
habitants of America. 
indian 'summer, (a) period of calm, dry 
weather in late autumn. (b) (fig) revival of the 
feelings of youth in old age. 
\West'Indian, (person) of the West Indies. 

in-di-cate /'indikeit/ vt point to; make 
known; be a sign of: He ~d that the interview 
was over. The sudden rise in temperature ~d 
pneumonia. 
in-di-ca-tion /,ndi'keifn/ n (a) [U] indicat- 
ing or being indicated. (b) [C,U] sign or sug- 
gestion: J had no indication of his decision. 

in-dica-tive /in'dikotiv/ adj 1 (gram) stating 
a fact or asking questions of fact: the ~ mood. 
2 giving indications: /5 a high forehead ~ of 
intelligence? 

in-di-ca-tor /ипФКецо(г)/ и [С] person, 
thing, that points out or gives information: а 
'traffic-~, (on a motor-vehicle) flashing light 
to indicate a change of direction. 

in-di-ces /'indisi:z/ p/ of index. 

in-dict /in'dait/ vi (Jegal) accuse (a person): ~ 
‘him опа charge of murder|for murder. 
in-dict-able /-abl/ adj 
in-dict-mentn[C,U] 

in-dif-fer-ence /in'difrons/ и [U] absence of 
interest or feeling: his ~ towards the needs of 
other people. 

in-dif-fer-ent /in'difrant/ adf hans no 
interest; neither for nor against: /1 15 ~ to me 


whether you go or stay, 1 don’t care which you — 


do. 2 not of good quality or ability: an ~ foot- 
baller. 
in-dif-fer-ent-ly adv 

in-digen-ous /in'didzinos/ adj native to, 
coming from: Kangaroos are ~ 10 Australia. 

in-di-gest-ible /,:ndi'dzestobl/ adj difficult 
or impossible to digest. 

in-di-ges-tion /,ndi'd3zestfon/ п [U] (pain 
from) difficulty in digesting food: suffer an at- 
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tack of ~. 

in-dig-nant /in'dignont/ adj angry, esp at 
injustice or because of undeserved blame, etc. 
in-dig-nant-ly adv 

in-dig-na-tion /,ndig'neifn/ п [U] anger 
caused by injustice, etc. 

in-dig-nity /in'dignoti/ n (р/ -ies) 1 [U] rude 
or unworthy treatment causing shame or loss 
of respect. 2 [С] something said or done that 
humiliates a person: forced to suffer all sorts of 
indignities. 

in-digo /'indigsu/ п [U] deep blue dye (ob- 
tained from plants). 
indigo 'blue, blue-violet (colour). 

in-di-rect /ndi'rekt/ adj 1 not straight or 
direct: an ~ answer to a question; an ~ kick, 
(in football, etc) free kick not direct at goal. 
(of taxes) not paid direct to a tax-collector, but 
in the form of higher prices for taxed goods: 
the ~ taxes on tobacco, wines. 
indirect 'object, (gram) referring to the 
person, etc affected by the verb, eg him in Give 
him the money. 
indirect 'speech, (gram) speech as it is re- 
ported with the necessary changes of pro- 
nouns, tenses, etc, eg He said he would come 
for He said‘] will come’. 
in-dir-ect-ly adv 

in-dis-cern-ible /,:ndi'ss:nabl/ adj that can- 
not be discerned. 

in-Gis-ci-pline /in'disiplin/ и [U] absence of 
discipline. 

in-dis-creet /,ndi'skri:t/ adj not cautious or 
careful. 
in-dis-creet-ly adv 

in-dis-crete /,1ndi'skri:t/ adj not formed of 
distinct or separate parts. 

in-dis-cre-tion /,ndi'skrefn/ 1 [0] indis- 
creet conduct. 2 [C] indiscreet remark or act. 

in-dis-crimi-nate /,:ndi'skriminot/ adj act- 
ing, given, without care: ~ praise; ~ bombing. 
in-dis-crimi-nate-ly adv 

in-dis-pens-able /,indi'spensabl/ adj essen- 
tial: Air, food and water are~ tolife. | - 

in-dis-posed /|,1ndi'spauzd/ adj (formal) 1 
unwell. 2 unwilling: He seems ~ to help us. 

in-dis-put-able . /,indi'spju:tabl/ ‘а that. 
cannot be disputed. 

in-dis-sol-uble /,ndi'spljubl/ adj (formal). 
that cannot be dissolved or broken up; firm 
and lasting: The Roman Catholic Church re- 
gards marriage as~. 

in-dis-tinct /,ind:'stinkt/ adj not distinct: ne 
sounds|memories. 
in-dis-tinct-ly adv 

in-dis-tin-guish-able _/,ndi'stiygwifabl/ 
adj that cannot be distinguished. 

in-di-vid-ual /,ndi'vidzuel/ adj 1 (opposite 
of general) specially for one person or thing: ~ 
attention. 2 characteristic of a single person, 
animal, plant or thing: an ~ style of speaking. 
ол [С] any one human being (contrasted with 
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society): the basic rights of the ~. 
in-di-vid-ually adv separately; one by one: be 
interviewed ~ly. 

in-di-vidu-al-ity /,mdividzuleloti/ п (р 
-ies) 1 [U] all the characteristics that belong to 
an individual and that distinguish him from 
others. 2[C] state of separate existence. 

in-di-vis-ible /,ndi'vizobl/ adj that cannot 
be divided. 

in-doc-tri-nate /in'doktrineit/ vr fill the 
mind of (a person) (with ideas or beliefs). 
in-doc-tri-na-tion /in,doktri'ne1{n/ и [9] 

in-do-lent /'indolant/ adj (formal) lazy. 
in-do-lent-ly adv 
in-dol-ence /-ons/ и [4] 

in-domi-table /in'domitabl/ adj that cannot 
be brought under control or conquered; un- 
yielding: ~ courage. 

in-door /'indo:(r)/ adj belonging, carried on, 
situated, inside a building: ~ games. 

in-doors /|,in'do:z/ adv in or into a building: 
go/stay ~; kept ~ all week by bad weather. 

in-dorse /in'do:s/ = endorse. 

in-dubi-table /in'dju:bitobl US: 
(formal) that cannot be doubted. 

in-duce /in'dju:s US: -'du:s/ vt 1 persuade or 
influence; cause: What ~d you to do such a 
thing? 2 bring about: illness ~d by overwork. 
in-duce-ment 7 [C,U] that which induces; 
incentive (the more usual word): He hasn't 
much ~ment to study English. 

in-duct /in'dakt/ vt 1 introduce, install, for- 
mally in a position or appointment. 2 intro- 
duce knowledge or experience (to). 

in-duc-tion /in'dak{n/ n 1 [С] inducting or 
being inducted: an ~ course, designed to pro- 
vide general background knowledge. 2 
method of reasoning which obtains general 
laws from.particular facts or examples; pro- 
duction of facts to prove a general statement. 
> deduction. 

in-duc-tive /in'daktiv/ adj (of reasoning) 
based on induction(2). 

in-dulge /in'dald3/ vi,vi 1 give way to and 
satisfy (desires, etc): ~ а sick child. 2 indulge 
in, allow oneself the pleasure of: Не occasion- 
ally vs in the luxury of a good cigar. 
in-dul-gent /-ont/ adj inclined to indulge: 
indulgent parents. 
in-dul-gentiy adv 


-"du:-/ adj 


in-dul-gence /in'daldgons/ п 1 [U] indulg- 


ing; the state of being indulged: Constant ~ in 
gambling brought about his ruin. 2 [С] some- 


thing in which a person indulges: Wine and 


cigarettes are her only ~s. 3 [U] (in the RC 
Church) granting of freedom from punish- 
ment for sin after being forgiven; [C] instance 
of this. 

in-dus-trial /in'dastrial/ adj of ЕВ ап 
~ dispute, one between workers and Е: 
ment. 
in,industrial ‘action, action (eg a gue: 


individuality /tnert 


go-slow) by workers in industry: take ~ action 
in support of higher wages. 
industrial e'state, area of land planned 
and used for factories. 

the in,dustrial ,revo'lution, the social 
changes brought about by mechanical inven- 
tions in the 18th and early i9th centuries. 
in-dus-trial-ist /-1st/ и [С] (esp) owner of a 
large-scale industrial undertaking. 

in-dus-tri-ous  in'dastrios/ adj 
working. 

in-dus-try /'indostri/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [U} quality 
of being hard-working; being always em- 
ployed usefully: а man admired for his ~. 2 
[C,U] (branch of) trade or manufacture (con- 
trasted with distribution and commerce): the 
cotton and woollen industries. 

in-ebri-ate /i'ni:brieit/ vt make drunk. оп 
[С], adj |'ni:briat/ (person who is habitually) 
drunk. 

in-ed-ible /in'edsbl/ adj (of a kind) not suit- 
able to be eaten. 

in-ef-fable /in'efabl/ adj too great to be des- 
cribed in words: ~ joy/beauty. 
in-ef-fabiy /-obli/ adv 

in-ef-fec-tive /ni'fektiv/ adj not producing 
the effect(s) desired. 
in-ef-fec-tive-ly adv 
in-ef-fec-tive-ness n[U] 

in-ef-fec-tuaii /,imi'fektf{uol/ adj without ef- 
fect; without confidence and unable to get 
things done: an ~ teacher|leader. 
in-ef-fec-tuaily /-t{uali/ adv 

in-ef-fi-cient /mi'fifont/ adj 1 (of pseu 
wasting time, energy, etc in their work or du- 
ties: an ^^. management}administration. 2 (of 
macnines, processes, etc) wasteful; not pro- 
ducing adequate results. 
in-ef-fi-cient-ly аду 
in-ef-fi-ciency /-ons1/[U] 

in-el-egant /in'eligant/ adj not graceful or 
refined. 
in-el-egant-ly adv 
in-el-egance /-эп5/ n[U] 

in-eli-gible /in'ehdzoabi/ adj not suitable or 
qualified: ~ for the position. 
in-eli-gi-bil-ity /,1njeld3o'biloti/ п [U} 

in-ept /i'nept/ adj unsuitable, said or Gone at 
the wrong time: ~ remarks. 
in-ept-ly adv | 
in-ep-ti-tude /i'neptitju:d US: -tu:d/n[C,U] 

in-e-qual.-ity /,ni'kwoloti/ п. (p/ -ies) 1 [U] 
absence of equality in size, degree, circum- - 
stances, etc. 2 [С] instance of this; difference in 
size, rank, wealth, etc: Great inequalities in 
wealth cause social unrest. 

in-equi-table /in'ekwitobl/ adj (formal) 
unjust; unfair: an ~ division of the profits. 

in-equity /in'ekwati/ п [C,U] (р! -ies) (in- 
stance of) injustice or unfairness. 

in-ert /i'ns:t/ adj 1 without power to move or 
act: ~ matter. 2 without active chemical 


hard- 


inertia /infiltrate 


properties: ~ gases. 3 heavy and slow in 
(mind or body). 

in-er-tia /1'ns:fo/ п [U] 1 state of being 
inert(3). 2 property of matter by which it re- 
mains in a state of rest or, if it is in motion, 
continues in the same direction and in a 
straight line unless it is acted on by an external 
force. 

in-es-cap-able /,ni'skeipobl/ adj that can- 
not to be escaped, unavoidable: come to the ~ 
conclusion that he is a thief. 

in-es-ti-mable /in'estumabl/ adj too great, 
precious, etc to be estimated. 

in-evi-table /in‘evitebl/ adj 1 that cannot be 
avoided, that is sure to happen. 2 (informal) so 
frequently seen, heard, etc that it is familiar 
and expected: a Japanese tourist with his ~ 
camera. 
in-evi-ta-bil-ity /in,evita'bilati/ и [0] 

in-ex-act /,1mig'zekt/ adj not exact. 
in-ex-acti-tude / imig'zektitju:d US: -tu:d/n 
[C,U] 

in-ex-cus-able /,mik'skju:zabl/ adj that 
cannot be excused: ~ conduct/delays. 

in-ex-haust-ible /,nig'zo:stabi/ adj that 
cannot be exhausted: Му patience is not ~~. 

in-exor-able /in'eksorabl/ adj (formal) 
relentless; unyielding: ~ demands. 
in-exor-ably /-abli/ adv 

in-ex-ped-ient /,nik'spi:dient/ adj not ex- 
pedient. 
in-ex-ped-iency /-snsi/ п [0] 

in-ex-pen-sive /,nik'spensiv/ adj not ex- 
pensive; low priced. 
in-ex-pen-sive-ly adv 

in-ex-pe-ri-ence / nik'spiarions/ п [0] ab- 
sence of experience. 
in-ex-pe-ri-enced adj 

in-ex-plic-able /inik'splikabl/ adj that can- 
not be explained. 

in-ex-press-ible /nik'spresabl/ adj that 
cannot be expressed in words: ~ sorrow/ 
anguish. 

in-ex-tri-cable /in'ekstrikabl/ adj that can- 
not be solved or escaped from: ~ confusion. 

in-fal-lible /in'felobl/ adj 1 incapable of 
making mistakes or doing wrong: None of us is 
~.2 never failing: ~ cures. 
in-fal-li-bil-ity /,1n,fzla'biloti/ п (U] compiete 
freedom from the possibility of being in error- 
the infallibility of the Pope. 

in-fa-mous /'infomas/ adj wicked; shameful; 
disgraceful: ~ behaviour; an~ plot{ traitor. 

in-famy /'infomi/ n (p/ -ies) 1 [U] being in- 
famous; public dishonour. 2 [C] infamous act. 

in-fancy /'infonsi/ п [9] 1 state of being, 
period when one is, an infant. 2 (/ega/) (in GB) 
minority(1). 3 early stage of development or 
growth: when space-travel was still inits~. 

in-fant /‘infont/ п (C] 1 child during the first 
few years of its life. 2 (used as an adjective). ~ 
voices. 
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infant school, part of a primary schoo! for 
children under 7. 

in-fan-ti-cide /in'fentisaid/ и [О] crime of 
killing an infant. 

in-fan-tile /‘infontail/ adj characteristic of 
infants: ~ behaviour. 
infantile pa'ralysis, (name formerly used 
for) poliomyelitis. 

in-fan-try /‘infontri/ п (collective sing) sol- 
diers who fight on foot: an ~ regiment. 

in-fatu-ate /in'fetfueit/ vt be infatuated 
with/by sb, be filled with a wild and foolish 
love for: He’s ~d with that girl. 
in-fatu-ation /in,fetfu'eifn/ a{C,U]} 

in-fect /in'fekt/ v1 contaminate; affect with 
disease: ~ed water. 2 (fiz) influence feelings, 
ideas, etc: Mary’s high spirits ~ed the whole 
class. 

in-fec-tion /in'fek{n/ 1 [U] infecting or be- 
ing infected; communication of disease, esp 
through the atmosphere or water, > contag- 
ion. 2 [К] an infectious disease. 3 (fig) influ- 
ence that infects. 

in-fec-tious /in'fekfas/ adj 1 causing infec- 
tion, disease; (of disease) that can be spread by 
means of bacteria carried in the atmosphere or 
in water. & contagious. 2 (fig) quickly influ- 
encing others; likeiy to spread to others: ~ 
humour. Yawning is ~. 

in-fer /im'fs:(r)/ vt (-м-) reach an opinion 
(from facts or reasoning): Am I to ~ from your 
remarks that you think Гат а liar? 

in-fer-ence /'inforans/ и 1 [9] process of in- 
ferring. by inference, as the result of mak- 
ing a judgement. 2 [С] that which is inferred. 

in-fer-ior /m'fiorie(r){ adj low(er) in rank, 
social position, importance, quality, etc: make 
a person feel ~. a п [С] person who is low(er) 
{in rank, ability, etc). 
in-fer-ior-ity /in,fiori'prat1 US: -'s:r-/ п {U] 
state of being inferior. 
inferiority complex, feeling of being m- 
ferior often producing behaviour such as 
boasting and aggression. 

in-fer-nal_ in'fs:nl/ adj of hell; devilish; 
abominable: the ~ regions; ~ cruelty. 

in-ferno /im'fs:nau/ п [С] (pi ~s) hell; scene of 
horror, eg a blazing building in which people 
are trapped. 

in-fer-tile /,1n'fs:tail US: -tl/ adj not fertile. 
in-fer-til-ity /,mfa'tuloti/ и [Ч] 

in-fest /in'fest/ vt (of rats, insects, robbers, 
etc) be present in large numbers: warehouses 
~ed with rats. 

in-fi-del /‘infidol/ и (C] person with no belief 
in an accepted religion. 

in-fi-del-ity j,nfi'deloti/ л [C,U] (р! -ties) 
(formal act of) disloyalty or unfaithfulness. 

in-fight-ing /'infastiy/ п [9] (informal) often 
merciless competition between colleagues or 
rivals (esp in commerce and industry). 

in-fil-trate /‘infiltreit/ vt,vi1 (cause to) pass 
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through or into by filtering. 2 (of troops) pass 
through defences without attracting notice. 3 
(of ideas) pass into people’s minds. 
in-fil-tra-tion /,infil'treifn/ a[U} 

in-fi-nite /'mfinot/ adj endless; without 
limits; that cannot be measured, calculated, or 
imagined: ~ space. Such ideas may do ~ harm. 
in-fi-nite-ly adv in an infinite degree: Atoms 
and molecules are ~ly small. 

in-fini-tesi-mail /,m,fini'tesuml/ adj infinite- 
ly small. 

in-fini-tive /in'finetiv/ adj, п [С] (gram) (in 
English) the non-finite form of a verb used 
with or without to, eg ‘let him go’; ‘allow him 
loge. 

in-fin-ity /in'fmoti/ 2 [U} 1 (maths) infinite 
quantity (expressed by the symbol oo). 2 infi- 
nite space, time. 

in-firm /,n'fa:m/ adj (literary) 1 physically 
weak (esp through age): walk with ~ steps. 2 
mentally or morally weak. 
in-firm-ity /m'fs:moti/- [СО] (Г -ties) 
(particular form of) weakness. 

in-firm-ary /in'fs:mari/ п [С] (pi -ies) 1 hos- 
pital. 2 (in an institution, etc) room used for 
people who are ill or injured. 

in-flame /in'flemm/ vr,vi 1 (cause to) become 
red, angry, overheated: ~d eyes. 2 (fig) very 
excited: ~d with passion. ° 

in-fiam:-mable /in'fiemobl/ adj 1 easily set 
on fire. 2 (fig) easily excited. 

in-flam-ma-tion /,nflo'meifn/ 2 1 [U} in- 
flamed condition (esp of some part of the 
body): ~ of the eyes. 2 [С] instance, place, of 
this. 

in-flam-ma-tory /m'flemotri US- -to:r/ 
adj 1 tending to inflame: ~ speeches. 2 of, 
producing, inflammation(1). 

in-flate /m'fies/ уё 1 fill a tyre, balloon, etc 
(with air or gas); (cause to) swell. 2 (fig) puff 
up: ~d with pride. 3 (finance) take action to in- 
crease the amount of money in circulation so 
that prices rise. & deflate. 
in-fiat-able /-obl/ adj that can be inflated: ап 
inflatable rubber dinghy. 
in-fla-tion /in'fleifn/  [U] (a) act of inflat- 
ing; State of being inflated. (b) (esp) (rise in 
prices brought about by the) expansion г. the 
supply of money, credit, etc. 
in-fla-tion-ary /im'fleifonr: US: -neri/ adj of, 
caused by, inflation. 

in-flect /in'flekt/ vt 1 (gram) change the end- 
ing or form of (a word) to show its relation- 
ship to other words in a sentence. 2 adapt, 
regulate (the voice). 3 bend inwards; curve. 

in-flec-tion /in'flek{n/ 1 [U] inflecting. 2 
[C] inflected form of a word; suffix used to in- 
flect, eg -ed, -ing. 3 [U] rise and fall of the voice 
in speaking. 

in-fiex-ible /in'fleksobl/ adj 1 that cannot be 
bent or turned. 2 (fig) refusing to change or 
give in: an ~ will. 


infinite / infuse 


in-flex-ibly /-abli/ adv 
in-flexi-bil-ity /,:m,fleksi'biloti/ п [0] 

in-flex-ion /in'flek{n/n = inflection. 

in-flict /in'flikt/ уг 1 give (a blow, etc); cause 
to suffer: ~ a blow/a severe wound on him. 2 
impose: Ги? sorry to have to ~ my company on 
vou. 
in-flic-tion ли К п/я [СО] 

in-flow /'inflou/ п 1 [U] flowing in. 2 [СУ] 
that which flows in. 

in-flu-ence /'influons/ п 1 [U] (use of the) 
power to affect a person’s character, beliefs or 
actions through example, fear, admiration, 
etc. 2 [C} person, fact, etc that exercises such 
power: She’s ап ~ for good in the town. 3 [U] 
action of natural forces: the ~ of climate (on 
vegetation). 4 [U} power due to wealth, posi- 
tion, etc: Will you use your ~ to get me a job?0 
vt exert an influence on; having an effect on: 
What was influencing him when he decided not 
to support the recommendation? Don’t be ~d 
by what she says. 

in-flu-en-tial /influ'enfl/ adj having influ- 
ence(4). 
in-flu-en-tially /-foli/ adv 

in-flu-enza /,influ'enza/ п [Uj intectrous dis- 
ease with fever, aches and catarrh. 

in-flux /'inflaks/ 1 (pl ~es) 1 [U] flowing in. 2 
[C} constant inflow of large numbers or quan- 
tities: an ~ of wealth. 

in-form /in'fo:m/ vi,vi 1 give knowledge to: 
Keep me ~ed of fresh developments. Не’; a 
'well-~ed man. 2 bring evidence ог an accusa- 
tion (against a person) (to the police). 
in-form-ant /-ont/ п [С] person who gives in- 
formation. 
in-former пл [С] person who informs(2), esp 
against a criminal. 

in-for-mal /,in'fozml/ adj not formal(1,2); 
without ceremony or formakhty: an ~ visit; ~ 
dress; used т ~ conversation|letters. 
in-for-mally /-ali/ adv 
in-for-mal-ity /,nfo:'meloti/ и [СО] 

in-for-ma-tion /,mfa'meifn/ n[U}? inform- 
ing or being informed. 2 news or knowledge 
given: That's a useful piece/bit of ~. 

in-for-ma-tive /in'fo:motiv/ adj giving in- 
formation; instructive: ~ books; ап ~ talk. 
in-for-ma-tive-ly adv 

in-fre-quent /in'fri:kwont/ adj not frequent; 
rare. 
in-fre-quent-ly adv 
in-fre-quency /in'fri:kwons1/ п [0] 

in-fringe /in'frind3/ vt,vi1 break (a rule, etc). 
2 go beyond what is right or natural: Be care- 
ful not to ~ опшроп the rights of other people. 
in-fringe-ment x [(C,U] 

in-furt-ate /in'fjoorie:t/ ve fill with fury or 
rage: infuriating delays. 
n-fusei/in'fju:z/ vt,vi (formal) 1 put, pour, (a 
quality, etc into); fill (a person with): ~ fresh 
courage|new life into soldiers. 2 pour, hot) 


infusion /inland 


‚ liquid on (leaves, herbs, etc) to flavour it or to 
extract the taste, smell: ~ herbs. 3 undergo in- 
fusion: Let the tea ~ for three minutes. 

in-fu-sion /in'fju:3n/ п 1 [9] infusing ог be- 
ing infused. 2 [C] liquid made by infusing. 3 
[U] pouring in; mixing: the ~ of new breeds т- 
to old stock. 

-ing /-in/ suffix (verb + ~ = present participle 
or gerund): talking; stopping. 

in-geni-ous /in'd3i:nios/ adj 1 (of a person) 
very clever and skilful (at making or invent- 
ing). 2 (of things) skilfully made: an ~ tool. 
in-geni-ous-ly adv 
in-gen-uity /nd3'nju:ati US: -'nu:-/ п [U] 
(a) (of a person) cleverness and skill. (b) (of 
things) originality in design. 

in-genu-ous /in'dzenjuas/ adj (formal) 
frank. 

in-got /'ingot/ п [C] (usually brick-shaped) 
lump of metal (esp gold and silver), cast in a 
mould. 

in-grained /,1n'greind/ adj 1 (of habits, ten- 
dencies, etc) deeply fixed: ~ prejudices. 2 go- 
ing deep: ~ dirt. 

in-grati-ate /in'greifieit/ vt bring oneself in- 
to favour, esp in order to gain an advantage: 
an ingratiating smile. 
in-grati-at-ing-ly adv 

in-grati-tude /in'gretitju:d US: sl n[U] 
absence of gratitude. 

in-gredi-ent /in'gri:diont/ п [С] one of the 
parts ofa mixture: the ~s of acake. 

in-habit /in'hebit/ vz live in; occupy. 
in-hab-it-able /-abl/ adj that can be lived in. 
in-habit-ant /-ont/, person living in a place. 

in-hale /in'heil/ vt,vi draw into the lungs: 
inhaling air. 
in-haler, device for producing a chemical 
vapour to make breathing easier. 

in-her-ent /in'hiorant/ adj existing as a natu- 
ral and permanent part or quality of: He has 
ап ~ love of beauty. 

in-herit /in‘herit/ vt,vi 1 receive property, a 
title, etc as heir: The eldest son will ~ the title. 
2 derive (qualities, etc) from ancestors: She 
~ed her mother’s good looks. 
in-herit-ance /-ons/ п [U] (a) inheriting: 
receive money by ~ance. (Ъ) [С] (literally, or 
fig) what is inherited: an ~ance of ill-feeling. 

in-hibit /m'hibit/ vt hinder, restrain: an ~ed 
person, one who is unable or unwilling to ex- 
press his feelings. 
in-hi-bi-tion /,ini'bifn/ п [0] habitual shrink- 
ing from an action for which there is an im- 
pulse or desire; [С] instance of this. 
in-hibi-tory /in'hibitri 05: -to:ri/ adj tending 
to inhibit; of an inhibition. 

in-hos-pi-table /,mhp'spitabl/ adj not hos- 
pitable. 

in-hu-man /,in'hju:mon/ adj cruel;. without 
feeling: ~ treatment. 
in-hueman-ity /ynhjo:'menoti/ л С] ab- 
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sence of pity; cruelty: man’s ~ity to man. 

in-hu-mane /|,inhju:'mein/ adj not humane; 
cruel; without pity. 
in-hu-mane-ly adv 

in-iqui-tous /1'nikwites/ adj (formal) very 
wicked or unjust. 
in-iquity /1'nikwoati/ n[C,U] 

in-itial /1'nifl/ adj of or at the beginning: the ~ 
letter of a лога. с п [С] first letter, esp (p/) first 
letters of a person’s names, eg GBS (for 
George Bernard Shaw). с vt (-ll-, US also -1-) 
mark, sign, with one’s initials. 
in-iti-ally /-fali/ adv at the beginning. 

in-iti-ate /i'nificit/ vt 1 set (a scheme, etc) 
working: ~ a plan. 2 admit or introduce a per- 
son (to membership of a group, etc). 3 give a 
person elementary instruction, or secret 
knowledge of, instruct. ая [С], adj /1'nifrot/ 
person who has been initiated (2,3). 
in-iti-ation /inifi'erfn/n[U] 

in-iti-at-ive /inifotiv/ п 1 [U] first or intro- 
ductory step or move. act/do sth on one’s 
own initiative, without an order, request or 
suggestion from others. have/take the ini- 
tiative, (be in the position to) make the first 
move, eg in war. 2 [U] capacity to see what 
needs to be done and the will to do it: A states- 
man must show ~. 

in-ject /in'dzekt/ vt 1 drive or force a liquid, 
drug, etc (into something) with, or as with, a 
syringe; fill by injecting: ~ penicillin into the 
bloodstream. 2 (fig; informal) fill: Her appoint- 
ment may ~ some new life into the committee. 
in-jec-tion /in'dzekJn/ 2 [СО] 

in-ju-di-cious § /,nd3u'difes/ adj (formal) 
not well-judged; indiscreet: ~ remarks. 

in-junc-tion /in'dzankfn/ n [С] order, esp а 
written order from a law court, demanding 
that something shall or shall not be done. 

in-jure /'ind3a(r)/ vt hurt; damage. 
in-jured adj wounded; wronged; offended: 
~d looks. a п the ~, (used with a pl verb) 
people hurt: The ~ are in hospital. 

in-juri-ous /in'dzuories/ adj (formal) caus- 
ing, likely to cause, injury: habits that are ~ to 
health. 

in-jury /‘indzari/ n (р! -ies) 1 [9] harm; 
damage; wrongful treatment. 2 [С] place fin 
the body) that is hurt or wounded; act that 
hurts; insult: a'back ~; an~ to his reputation. 

in-jus-tice /,1n'dzastis/ п [U] absence of jus- 
tice; [C] unjust act, etc. 

ink /ink/ п [9] 1 (kinds of) coloured liquid 
used for writing and printing. 2 black liquid 
ejected by cuttlefish, etc. o vt mark with ink: ~ 
one’s fingers. ink in: ~ in a drawing, mark 
with ink something drawn in pencil. 
inky adj (-ier, -iest) 

ink-ling /‘inklin/ п [С] vague idea: have/get/ 
give an ~ (of the truth). 

in-land /'inlond/ adj 1 situated in the interior 
of a country, far from the sea or border: ~ 
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towns. 2 carried on, obtained, within the limits 
of a country: ~ (= domestic) trade. о adv 
/in'lend/ in or towards the interior. 

jinfand 'Revenue, government department 
that collects taxes. 

in-laws /'inlo:z/ п р! (informal) relatives by 
marriage. 

in-lay /1n'le1/ vt (pt,pp има /-leid/) set pieces 
of (designs in) wood, metal, etc in the surface 
of another kind. оп /'inle1/ 1 [U] inlaid work; 
materials used for this. 2 [C] design, pattern, 
made by inlaying. 

in-let /'inlet/ п [С] 1 strip of water extending 
into the land from a larger body of water (the 
sea, a lake), or between islands. 2 something 
iet in or inserted, eg a piece of material insert- 
ed into clothing. 

in-mate /‘inmeit/ п [С] one of a number of 
persons living in a prison or other institution. 

in mem-oriam /ло mo'mo:riom/ (Latin) 
(used in epitaphs, etc) in memory of; as a 
memcrial to. 

im-most /inmoust/ adj 1 farthest from the 
surface. 2 (fig) most private or secret: my ~ 
feelings. 

inn /in/ п [С] public house where lodgings, 
drink and meals may be had. 

jinn of ‘Court, (building of) four law soc- 
ieties in London having the exclusive right of 
admitting persons to the Баг. г> bar’. 
‘inn-keeper, person who keeps an inn. 

im-nards /'inodz/ п pl (informal) 1 stomach 
and bowels. 2 any inner parts: the ~ of a 
car engine. 

im-mate /i'neit/ adj (of a quality, etc) in one’s 
nature; possessed from birth: her ~ ася 
in-nate-ly adv 

in-ner /'ina(r)/ adj inside; of the inside: an ~ 
room. | 
linner-tube, inflatable rubber tube inside а 
tyre. 

in-ner-most /-maust/ adj = inmost. 

in-ning /'inin/ n [C] 1 (baseball) division of a 


game in which each team bats. 2 (cricket) (al- | 


ways р/) time during which a player or team is 
‘batting. 3 (fig) period of power, eg of a 
political party, or of opportunity to show 
one’s ability; period of active life: The old man 
said he had hada good~s. 

in-no-cence /'inasns/ п [U] quality or state 
of being innocent. 

in-no-cent /'inosnt/ adj 1 (/ega/) not Suites: 
~ of the charge. 2 harmless: ~ amusements. 3 
knowing nothing of evil or wrong: as ~ as a 
newborn babe. 4 foolishly trusting: Don’t be so 
~ as to believe everything he says. оп [С] 
innocent person, esp a: young child. 
in-no-cent-ly adv 

in-nocu-ous /i'nvkjuss/ adj causing no 
harm. 

и-по.ма*е /'inaveit/ vi introduce new things. 
in-no-va-tion /,1na'veifn/ п [U] innovating; 


in-laws /inroad 


[С] instance of this; something new that is 
introduced: technical innovations in industry. 
in-no-va-tor /-ta(r)/ person who innovates. 

in-nu-endo /|,mnju'endau/ п [С] (pl ~es) 
indirect reference (usually unfavourable toa 
person’s reputation). 

in-numer-able /i'nju:mrobl US: 'nu:-/ adj 
too many to be counted. 

in-ocu-late /inpkjuleit/ vt inject a serum or 
vaccine into (a person or animal) to give (him, 
it) a mild form of the disease to safeguard him 
against it: inoculating against cholera. 
in-ocu-la-tion /i,nokju'leifn/ п [СО] 

in-of-fen-sive /,no'fensiv/ adj not giving 
offence; not objectionable: an ~ remark| 
person. 

in-op-er-at-ive /in'pprotiv/ adj (of laws, 
rules, etc) not working or taking effect. 

in-op-por-tune /,1n'ppatfu:n US: -tu:n/ adj 
not suitable or appropriate: atan~ time. 
in-op-por-tune-ly adv 

in-or-di-nate /i'no:dinat/ adj (formal) not 
properly restrained or controlled; excessive: ~ 
tax demands. 
in-or-di-nate-ly adv 

in-or-ganic /,1no:'genik/ adj 1 not having an 
organized physical structure, esp as plants and 
animals have: Rocks and metals are ~ sub- 
stances. 2 not the result of natural growth: an 
~ form of saciety. 
in-or-gani-cally /-kli/ adv 

in-pa-tient /'in peifnt/n © in-. 

in-quest /'inkwest/ п [С] official inquiry to 
learn facts, esp concerning a death which may 
not be the result of natural causes. 

in-quire (also en-) /in'kwaia(r)/ vt,vi 1 ask to 
be told: ~ what a person wants|where to stay. 2 
ask for information (about): ~ about trains to 
London. inquire after sb, ask about (his 
health, etc). inquire into, investigate. 
in-quirer, (also en-) person who inquires. 
in-quir-ing (also en-) adj in the habit of ask- 
ing for information: an inquiring mind. 
in-quir-ing-ly (also en-) adv 


in-quiry (also en-) /in'kwaiori US: 'inkwori/ 


n(pl-ies)1 (U] asking; inquiring: on inquiry, 
when one has asked. 2 [C] question; investiga- 
tion: hold an official ~ into the incident." - 

in-qui-si-tion /,imkwi'zifn/n1{[U] thorough 
search or investigation; [C] instance of this, 
esp a judicial or official inquiry. 2 the I~, 
(also called the Holy Office) court appointed 
by the Church of Rome to suppress heresy. 

in-quisi-tive /in'kwizotiv/ adj liking, show- 
ing a fondness for, having (too much) interest 
in other people’s affairs. 
in-quisi-tive-ly adv 

in-quorate /in'kwo:rat/ adj (modern infor- 
mal) without a quorum (eg majority of mem- 
bers) present. 

in-road /'inroud/ п [С] 1 sudden attack (intoa 
country, etc), esp to steal supplies. 2 (fig) 


inrush/insoluble 


something that gradually trespasses on or uses 
up: make ~s оп one’s savings. 

in-rush /'inraS/ и [С] rushing in: an ~ of 
water|tourists. 

in-sane /in'sem/ adj 1 mad. 2 (informal) 
senseless(1). 
in-sane-ly adv 
in-san-ity /in'senati/a[U] madness. 

in-sani-tary jin'senitri US: -teri/ adj not 
sanitary: living under ~ conditions. 

in-sa-tiable /in'seifabl/ adj (formal) that 
cannot be satisfied; very greedy: ~ appetites. 
in-sa-tiably /-fobli/ adv 

in-scribe jin'skraib/ у! mark, write, (words 
one’s name, etc in or on). 
in-scrip-tion /in'skripfn/ п [С] (esp) words 
cut on a stone, eg a monument, or stamped on 
a coin or medal. 

in-scru-table /in'skru:tobl/ adj that cannot 
be understood or known: the ~ ways of fate. 

in-sect /':nsekt/ п [С] sorts of small animal, 
eg ani, fly, wasp, having six legs and no back- 
bone and a body divided into three parts 
(head, thorax, abdomen). 

in-sec-ti-cide /m'scktisaid/ п [C,U] sub- 
stance used for kiliing insects. 

in-sec-tivor-ous /,insek'tivaras/ adj eating 
insects as food: Swallows are ~. 

in-se-cure /,insi'kjua(r)/ adj 1 not safe; not 
providing good support; not to be relied on: 
ап ~ job. 2 feeling unsafe; without protection; 
without confidence. 
in-se-cure-ly adv 
in-se-cur-ity /,ins'kjuorati/ n [0]: suffer from 
feelings of insecurity. 

in-sen-si-bil-ity /1n,senso'bilati/ n [U] (for- 
mal) state of not having feeling or emotion; 
inability to know, recognize, understand or 
appreciate: ~ to pain/ beauty. 

in-sen-sible /in'sensabl/ adj 1 unconscious 
as the result of injury, illness, etc. 2 unaware 
(of): ~ of danger. 3 unsympathetic; showing 
no emotion. 
in-sen-sibly /-obli/ adv 

in-sen-si-tive /in'sensativ/ adj not sensitive 
(to touch, light, the feelings of other people). 
in-sen-si-tive-ly аду 
in-sen-si-tiv-ity /,1n,sensa'tivati/ м [0] 

in-sep-ar-able /in'seprabl/ adj that cannot 
be separated: ~ friends. 

in-sert /m'ss:t/ vt put, fit, place (in, into, be- 
tween, etc): ~ a key т a lock. on |'ms3:t/ [С] 
something inserted, eg in.a book. 
in-ser-tion jin's3:{n/n[C,U] 

in-set /‘mnset/ л [С] 1 extra page(s) inserted in 
a book, etc; small map, diagram, etc within 
the border of a printed page or of a large: 
map. 2 piece of material let into a dress. а vt 
{in'set/ put in; insert. 

in-shore /'inJo:(r)/ adj, adv close to the shore: 
an~ current; ~ fisheries. 

in-side /in'said/ п [С] 1 inner side or surface; 
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part(s) within: the ~ of a box. ,inside ‘out, 
(a) with the inner side out: He put his socks on 
~ out. (b) thoroughly: He knows the subject 
~ out. 2 part of a road, track, etc on the inne: 
edge of a curve; part of a pavement or foot- 
path farthest from the road. 3 (informal) (of- 
ten р/) stomach and bowels: a pain in his ~s.0 
adj j‘insaid/ situated on or in, coming from the 
inside: the ~ pages of a newspaper. с adv 
jin'said/ 1 on or in the inside: Look ~. There’s 
nothing ~. 2 (GB si) in prison: Jones is ~ for 
three years. в prep /1n'said/ on the inner side 
of: Don’t let the dog come ~ the house. 
inside ‘left/‘right, (in football, etc) player 
in the forward (attacking) line immediately to 
the left/right of the centre-forward. 
in-sider, person who, because he is а member 
of some society, organization, etc can obtain 
facts and information, or has advantages over 
others. > outsider. 

in-sidi-ous /in'sidies/ adj doing harm se- 
cretly, unseen: an ~ enemy| disease. 
in-sidi-ous-ly adv 

in-sight /'insait/ м 1 [U] understanding; 
power of understanding something; [С] in- 
stance of this: show ~ into Auman character. 2 
[С] (often sudden) glimpse or understanding: 
On holiday, she had a good ~ into what life 
woudd be like as his wife. 

in-Sig-nia /in'signia/ n pi symbols of author- 
ity, dignity or honour. 

in-sig-nifi-cant {,:nsig'nifikont/ adj having 
little or no value, use, meaning or importance. 
in-sig-nifi-cant-ly adv 

_in-sig-nifi-cance /-ons/ п (0] 

in-sin-cere /,msin'sia(r)/ adj not sincere. 
in-sin-cere-ly adv 
in-sin-cer-ity /,insin'serati/ n [U] 

in-sinu-ate /in'sinjueit/ vt 1 make a way for 
(oneself/something) gently and craftily: in- 
sinuating oneself into a person’s favour. 2 
suggest unpleasantly and indirectly: insinuat- 
ing (to her) that he is a liar. 
in-sinu-ation /in,sinju'erf{nj n (С.О] 

in-sipid /in'sipid/ adj 1 without taste or flav- 
our: ~ food. 2 (fig) without interest, spirit: ~ 
conversation. 
in-sip-id-ly adv 

in-sip-ient /in'sipront/ adj foolish. 

in-sist /in'sist/ vi,vt 1 urge strongly against 
opposition or disbelief: ~ on one’s inno- 
cence|that one is innocent. 2 declare that a pur- 
pose cannot be changed: / ~ed that he should 
come with us|-~ed on his coming with us. 
in-sist-ent /-ont/ adj urgent; compelling at- 
tention: ~ent requests for more staff. 
in-sist-ence /-2105/ и [0] 

in-so-lent /1п5э1э11/ adj insulting; offensive; 
rude: ~ behaviour| boys. 
in-so-lent-ly adv 
in-so-lence /-э15/ м [0] 

in-sol-uble /in'spljubl/ а4/1 (of substances) 
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that cannot be dissolved. 2 (of problems, etc) 
that cannot be solved or explained. 

in-sol-vable j/im'splvobl/ adj = 
uble(2). 

in-sol-vent /in'splvant/ п [С}, adj (person) 
unable to pay debts; bankrupt. 
in-sol-vency /-onsi/ п [М] 

in-som-nia /in'somnio/ п [U] inability to 
sleep. 
in-som-niac /in'sommek/, person suffering 
from msomnia. 

in-spect /in'spekt/ vt 1 examine carefully. 2 
visit to see that work is done property, etc. 
in-spec-tion /in'spek [п/л [С] 

in-spec-tor /in'spekto(r)/ п [С] 1 official 
who inspects, eg schools, factories, mines. 2 
(GB) police officer who is, in rank, below a 
superintendent and above a sergeant. 
in-spec-tor-ate /in'spektorat/ п [С] group of 
inspectors. 

in-spi-ra-tion /,nspo'reifn/ п 1 [9] influ- 
ence(s) producing creative activity in Шега- 
ture, music, art, etc: ~ from nature. 2 |C} per- 
son or thing that inspires: His wife was а con- 
stant ~ to him. 3 [С] (informal) good thought 
or idea that comes to the mind. 4 [U] divine 
guidance held to have been given to those who 
wrote the Bible. 

in-spire /m'spaia(r)/ vi № put encouraging, 
creative thoughts, feelings or aums into: inspir- 
ing confidence in her. What ~d him to give such 
a brilliant performance? 2 fill with creative 
power: ~d poets/artists. 

in-sta-bil-ity /,:msto'bilotr/ п [Ч] absence of 
stabtlity (of character). 

in-stall (US also in-stal) /im'sto:l/ vt 1 place 
(a person) in a new position of authority with 
the usual ceremony: ~ a dean. 2 place, fix, 
(apparatus) in position for use: ~ central heat- 
ing. 3 settle in a place: ~ed т a-new home. 
in-stal-la-tion /,nsta!leifn/ п [СЧ] 

in-stal-ment (US also in-stall-ment) 
jin'sto:kmant} п [С] 1 any one of the parts in 
which something is presented over a period of 
time: a story that will appear in~s,egon TV. 2 
any one of the parts of a payment spread over 
a period of time: pay by monthly ~s. 

in-stance /'instans/ n [С] example; fact, etc 
supporting a general truth: This is only one ~ 
out of many. for instance, as an example. 5 
vt give as an example. 

in-stant! /'instont/ adj 1 coming or happen- 
ing at once: ал ~ success; ~ relief. 2 urgent: т 
~ need of help. 3 (of food, drink) that can be 
prepared quickly and easily: ~ coffee. 
in-stant-ly adv at once. 

in-stant? /‘nstont/ 2 [С] 1 precise point of 
time: Come here this ~! Come here imme- 
diately! I'sent you the news the ~ (that) {= as 
soon as) / heard it. 2 moment: Help arrived aot 
ап ~ too.soon. 
in-stan-taneous-ly adv 


insol- 


insolvable / instrument 


im-stead f/in'sted/ adv as an alternative or 
substitute: /f Harry won't go with you, take те 
~. instead of, in place of; as an alternative 
to or substitute for: / will go ~ of you. 

in-step /‘instep/ п [С] upper surface of the hu- 
man foot between the toes and the ankle; part 
ofa shoe, etc covering this. 

in-sti-gate /‘mstigeit/ у! urge, encourage; 
cause (something) by doing this: ~ a strike. 
in-sti-ga-tion /nsti'geifn}/ n [0]: under the 
instigation of the students, encouraged by 
them to start, happen. 
in-sti-ga-tor /-ta(r)/ person who instigates. 

in-stil (US = in-still) jin'stil/ vr (-Н-) imtro- 
duce (ideas, etc) gradually. 
in-stil-la-tion | mst'leifn/ и [0] 

in-stinct /'mstinkt/ 1 1 [М] natural tendency 
to behave in a certain way without reasoning 
or training: Birds learn to fly by ~. 2 [С] in- 
stance of this: an ~ for always saying the right 
thing. 
in-stine-tive /m'stinktiv/ adj based on in- 
stinct, not from training or teaching. 
in-stinc-tive-ly adv 

in-sti-tute’ /'institju:t US: -tu:t/ n[C] society 
or organization for a special (usually a social 
or educational) purpose; its offices), or build- 
meg(s). 


_ in-sti-tute? /insutju:t US: -tu:t/ vt 1 estab- 


lish, get started an inquiry, custom, rule, etc: 
~ legal proceedings. 2 appoint (a vicar, ete го, 
into, a benefice). 

in-sti-tu-tion /insti'tju:{n US: -'tu:-/ 2 1 [0] 
instituting or being instituted: the ~ of 
customs}rules. 2 [С} established law, custom ог 
practice, eg a chub or society. 3[C]} person who 
has become known to everyone because of 
long service. 4 [С] (building of an) organiza- 
tion with charitable purposes or for social wel- 
fare, eg an orphanage, a home for old people. 
in-sti-tu-tional /-fanl/ adj: ~al food. 

in-struct /m'strakt/ vt 1 teach a school sub- 
ject, a skill: ~ а class in history. 2 give orders 
or directions to: ~ him to start early. 3 mform: 
I have been ~ed by my bank to pay the deposit. 
in-struc-tor /-to(r;/, person who teaches; 
trainer. 
in-struc-tress /-tris/, woman who teaches 
or trams. 

in-struc-tion /in'strak{n/ п 1 [0] instruct- 
ing or being instructed: ~ in chemistry. 2 (pl) 
directions; orders: give ~s to arrive early. 
in-struc-tional /-fanl/ adj educational: ~ai/ 
films. 

in-struc-tive /in'straktiv/ adj giving or con- 
taining instruction: ~ books. 

in-stru-ment /instromant/ п [С] 1 imple- 
ment, apparatus, used in performing an ac- 
tion, esp for delicate or scientific work: optical 
~S, её а microscope. 2 apparatus for produc- 
ing musical sounds, eg a piano, violin, flute or 
drum: musical ~s. 3 person used by another 


instrumental /intelligence 


for his own purposes: be made the ~ of an- 
other’s crime. 4 formal (esp legal) document: 
The King signed the ~ of abdication. 

in-stru-men-tal /,instru'mentl/ adj 1 serv- 
ing as an instrument or means: be ~ in finding 
well-paid work for a friend. 2 of or for musical 
instruments: ~ music. 
in-stru-men-tal-ist /-talist/, player of a 
musical instrument. 

in-stru-men-ta-tion /mstromen'teifn/ п 
[U] 1 arrangement of music for instruments. 2 
development and manufacture of instru- 
ments(1). 

in-sub-or-di-nate /,1:nso'bo:dinat/ adj dis- 
obedient; rebellious. 
in-sub-or-di-na-tion /,1nsa,bo:di'nei{n/ n [U] 
being disobedient; [C] instance of this. 

in-sub-stan-tial /,insob'stenfi/ adj (for- 
mal) 1 not solid or real; without substance: an 
~ vision. 2 without good foundation or proof: 
ап ~ accusation. 

in-suf-fer-able /,n'safrobl/ adj unbearably 
conceited; unbearable: ~ insolence. 

in-suf-fi-cient /,nso'fifant/ adj not suffi- 
cient: ~ evidence. 
in-suf-fi-cient-ly adv 
in-suf-fi-ciency /-fansi/n[U] 

in-su-lar /'insjula(r) US: -sal-/ adj 1 of an is- 
land. 2 of or like islanders. 3 narrow-minded: 
~ habits and prejudices. 
in-su-lar-ity /msju'lerat1 US: -sa'l-/ п [U] 
state of being insular (esp 3). 

in-su-late /'insjuleit US: -sol-/ vt 1 cover or 
separate (something) with non-conducting 
materials to prevent loss of heat, passage of 
electricity, etc: ‘insulating tape. 2 separate; 
isolate: children carefully ~d from harmful 
experiences. 
in-su-la-tion /,nsju'leifn US: -sa'l-/ п [U] 
insulating or being insulated; materials used 
for this. 
in-su-la-tor /-ta(r)/ п [С] substance, device, 
for insulating. 

in-sult /in'salt/ vt speak or act in a way that 
hurts or is intended to hurt a person’s feelings 
or dignity. оп /'mnsalt/ [C,U] remark or action 
that insults. 
in-sult-ing adj 

in-sup-er-able /,in'sju:probl US: -'su:-/ adj 
(of difficulties, etc) that cannot be overcome: 
~ barriers. 

in-sup-port-able |,inso'po:tabl/ adj un- 
bearable. 

in-sur-ance /in'fusrons/ п 1 [U] (undertak- 
ing, by a company, society, or the State, to 
provide) safeguard against loss, provision 
against sickness, death, etc in return for regu- 
lar payments. 2 [0] payment made to or by 
such a company, etc: When her husband died, 
she received £20000 ~. 3 [С] insurance policy: 
How many ~s have you? 4 any measure taken 
as a safeguard against loss, failure, etc: try for 
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‘а’ place at Leeds University as an ~ against 
failure to obtain a place at York. 

in-sure /in'fua(r)/ vt make a contract that 
promises to pay, secures payment of, a sum of 
money in case of accident, damage, loss, 
death, etc: ~ one’s house against fire. 
the insured, the person to whom payment 
will be made. 
the insurer, the person or company under- 
taking to make payment in case of loss, etc. 

in-sur-gent /in'ss:dzent/ adj rebellious: ~ 
troops. a п [С] rebel soldier. 

in-sur-mount-able /,inso'mauntabl/ adj 
(of obstacles, etc) that cannot be surmounted 
or overcome. 

in-sur-rec-tion |,1nso'rekfn/ n [U] rising of 
people in open resistance to the government; 
[C] instance of this. 

in-tact /in'tekt/ adj untouched; undamaged; 
complete. 

in-take /'inteik/ n 1 [С] place where water, 
gas, etc is taken into a pipe, channel, etc. 2 [C, 
U] quantity, number, etc entering or taken in 
(during a given period): an annual ~ of 200 
students. 3 (area of) land reclaimed from a 
moor, marsh or the sea. 

in-tan-gible /,1n'tendzoabl/ adj that cannot 
be touched or grasped by the mind: ~ ideas. 
in-tan-gi-bil-ity /in,teand3o'biloti/ и [U] 

in-te-ger /'intidza(r)/ п [С] whole number 
(contrasted with fractions). 

in-te-gral /'intigral/ adj 1 necessary for com- 
pleteness: The arms and legs are ~ parts of a 
human being. 2 whole; having or containing all 
parts that are necessary for completeness. 3 
(maths) (made up) of integers. 
in-te-grally /-ali/ adv 

in-te-grate /‘intigreit/ vt 1 combine (parts) 
into a whole; complete by adding parts. 2 join 
with other groups or different race(s): The 
schools have ~, joined together. 
in-te-gra-tion /nti'greifn/ 2[U] 

in-teg-rity /in'tegroti/ п [О] quality of being 
honest, moral: commercial ~. 

in-tel-lect /‘intolekt/ п 1 [О] power of the 
mind to reason (contrasted with feeling and 
instinct): J~ distinguishes man from other ani- 
mals. 2 (collective sing, or in pl) person’ of 
good understanding, reasoning power, etc: the 
~(s) of the age. 

in-tel-iec-tual /,nta'lekt{uol/ adj 1 of the 
intellect: ~ pursuits. 2 having or showing 
good reasoning power: ~ people/interests.on 
[C] intellectual person. 

in-tel-lec-tual-ly /-tfuali/ adv 

in-tel-li-gence /in'telidzons/ п [U] 1 the 
power of seeing, learning, understanding and 
knowing; mental ability: You know that play- 
ing with matches is dangerous—use your ~! 
The children were given an ~ test. 2 news; in- 
formation, esp with reference to important 
events: have secret ~ of the enemy’s plans. 3 
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government department that secretly collects 
information on enemies. 
in-tel-li-gent /-ont/ adj having, showing, 
intelligence. 
in-tel-li-gent-ly adv 

in-tel-li-gible /in'telidzobl/ adj that can be 
easily understood. 
in-tel-li-gibly /-abli/ adv 
in-tel-li-gi-bil-ity /in,telid3za'bilats/ п [U]) 

in-tend /in'tend/ vt have in mind as a purpose 
or plan: What do you~ to do|~ doing today? 

in-tense /in'tens/ adj 1 (of qualities) high in 
degree: ~ heat. 2 (of feelings, etc) deep; 
strong; passionate; (of persons) highly emo- 
tional: ап ~ young lady. 
in-tense-ly adv 

in-ten-sify /in'tensifai/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) 
make or become more intense. 

in-ten-sity /in'tensati/ п [U] state or quality 
of being intense; strength or depth (of feeling, 
etc). 

in-ten-sive /in'tensiv/ adj 1 deep and thor- 
ough: make an ~ study of a subject. 2 (gram) 
giving force and emphasis: /n ‘a terribly hot 
day ‘terribly is usedasan~ word. 
intensive 'care, (room for) specially thor- 
ough care given to acutely ill patients in a hos- 
pital. 
in-ten-sive-ly adv 

in-tent' /in'tent/ adj 1 (of looks) eager; ear- 
nest. 2 (of persons) with earnest desire or at- 
tention: He was ~ on his work. 
in-tent-ly adv 

intent? /in'tent/ п 1 [U] purpose; intention: 
shoot with ~ to kill. 2 (pl) to all intents and 
purposes, in all essential points. 

in-ten-tion /in'tenfn/ п [СО] intending; 
thing intended; aim; purpose: He hasn’t the 
least ~ of marrying yet. 
\well-in'tentioned, adj having good inten- 
tions. 

in-ten-tional /in'tenfonl/ adj done on риг- 
pose: If [hurt your feelings, it wasn’t ~~. 
in-ten-tion-ally /-fanali/ аду on purpose. 

in-ter /in'ts:(r)/ vt (-rr-) (formal) bury. 

inter- /into(r)-/ prefix between, from one to 
another: international, interplanetary. 

in-ter-act /,ntor'ekt/ vi act on each other. 

~in-ter-ac-tion /-'ekfn/n[C,U] 
in-ter-ac-tive /-'ektiv/ adj 

in-ter-cede /|,into'si:d/ vi plead (as a peace- 
maker, or to obtain a favour): ~ with the 
father for|on behalf of the daughter.. 
in-ter-ces-sion /,inta'sefn/n[C,U] 

in-ter-cept /,1nto'sept/ vt stop, catch (a per- 
son or thing) between the starting-point and 
destination: ~ a letter/a messenger. 
in-ter-cep-tion /,nto'sepfn/ п [0] 
in-ter-cep-tor /-ta(r)/, person or thing that 
intercepts. 

in-ter-change /,into'tfeind3/ vi 1 (of two 
persons, etc) give and receive: ~ views. 2 put 
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(each of two things) in the other’s place. ап 
[C] act of interchanging. 
in-ter-change-able /-э/ adj that can be 
interchanged (2): True synonyms are ~able. 
in-ter-col-legi-ate /,ntaka'li:dziat/ adj car- 
ried on, etc between colleges: ~ games/ 
debates. 
in-ter-con-ti-nen-tal —_/,:nto,konti'nentl/ 
adj carried on, etc between continents: ~ bal- 
listic missiles, that can be fired from one con- 
tinent to another. 
in-ter-course /'intako:s/ п [U] 1 social con- 
versation, dealings, between individuals. 2 ex- 
changes of trade, ideas, etc between persons, 
societies, nations, etc. 
sexual intercourse, © sexual. 
in-ter-de-nomi-na-tional [пп 
dinomi'neifanl/ adj common to, shared by, 
different religious denominations, eg Metho- 
dist, Church of England. 
in-ter-de-pen-dent /|,1ntodi'pendont/ adj 
depending on each other. 
in-ter-de-pen-dence /-ans/ п [0] 
in-ter-dict /,nto'dikt/ vt (formal) prohibit 
(an action). ол /‘intedikt/ [С] formal or au- 
thoritative prohibition, sp (RC Church) an 
order debarring a person or place from church 
services, etc: lay a priest/a town under an~. 
in-ter-est' /‘intrist/ п 1 [U] condition of 
wanting to know or learn about a person or 
thing: feel/take no/not much|/a great ~ in polit- 
ics. lose interest (in), stop being interested 
(in). 2 [9] quality that causes concern ог 
curiosity: of considerable{not much ~. 3 [С] 
something with which one concerns oneself: 
His two great ~s in life are music and painting. 
4 [С] (often p/) advantage; profit; well-being: 
It is in your ~(s) to work hard. 5 [C] legal right 
to a share in something, esp in its profits: have 
ап ~ in a brewery. 6 [U] money charged or 
paid for the use of money: rate of ~/'~ rate, 
payment made by a borrower for a loan, 
expressed as a percentage, eg 5%. 7 (often p/) 
group of persons engaged in the same trade, 
etc: 'business ~s, large business firms collec- 
tively. in the interest(s) of, on behalf of, 
for the benefit of: in the ~s of truth. 
in-ter-est? /‘intrist/ vt cause (a person) to 
give his attention to: He is ~ed in shipping, (a) 
likes to know and learn about ships. (b) has 
money invested in the shipping industry. 
in-ter-ested adj (a) having an interest (4) in; 
not impartial. (b) showing interest(1): an 
~ed look. 
in-ter-est-ing adj holding the attention; 
causing interest(1): an ~ing conversatici. 
in-ter-fere /,nto'fia(r)/ vi 1 (of persons) 
break in on (other person’s affairs) without 
right or invitation: Please stop interfering in 
my business. 2 (of persons) meddle; tamper 
(with): Do not ~ with this machine. 3 (of 
events, circumstances, etc) come into opposi- 
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tion; hinder or prevent: Do you ever allaw 
pleasure to ~ with duty? 
in-ter-fer-ence /,mto'fiorans/ п [U]} 

in-terim /‘imtorim/ и 1 in the interim, 
meanwhile; during the time that comes be- 
tween. 2 (as an adjective) as an instalment: an 
~ report, one that precedes the final report. 

in-ter-ior /in'tiorio(r)/ adj 1 situated inside; 
of the inside. 2 inland; away from the coast. 3 
home or domestic (contrasted with foreign). о 
п [С] 1 the inside: ~ decorators, those who 
decorate the inside of a building. 2 inland 
areas: travel into the ~. 3 (department dealing 
with the) domestic affairs of a country. 

in-ter-ject /,into'dzekt/ vt put in suddenly (а 
remark, etc) between statements, etc made by 
another. 
in-ter-jec-tion /,:mta'dzek{n/ п [С] word or 
phrase used as an exclamation, eg Oh! Good 
Gracious! (marked int in this dictionary) 

in-ter-lace /,mto'leis/ vt,vi join, be joined, (as 
if) by weaving or lacing together: interlacing 
branches. 

in-ter-linear = /,inta'lmia(r)/ 04 written, 
printed, between the lines. 

in-ter-link /,mto'link/ vt,vi ink together. 

in-ter-lock /,nto'lok/ vi,vi lock or join 
together; clasp firmly together. 

in-ter-lo-per /'intoloupa(r)/ п [С] person 
who, esp for profit or personal advantage, 
pushes himself in where he has no right. 

in-ter-lude /‘intolu:d/ п [К] 1 interval be- 
tween two events or two periods of time of dif- 
ferent character: ~s of bright weather. 2 inter- 
val between two parts of a play, etc; music 
played during such an interval. 

in-ter-marry /,into'meri/ vi (pt,pp -ied) (of 
tribes, races, etc) become connected by mar- 
riage with other tribes, etc. 
in-ter-mar-riage /,into'‘merid3/ п [0] 

in-ter-medi-ary /,nto'mi:dieri US: -Феп/ n 
[C] (pl -ies), adj 1 (person or thing) acting as a 
link between (persons and groups). 2 (some- 
thing) intermediate. 

in-ter-medi-ate /,into'mi:diat/ adj situated 
or coming between in time, space, degree, etc: 
at an ~ stage. с п [С] something that is inter- 
mediate. 
in-ter-medi-ate-ly adv 

in-ter-ment /1m'ts:mant/ и [U] being buried; 
[C] burial. 

in-ter-mi-nable /in'ts:mmabi/ adj endless; 
tedious because too long: an ~ debate. 
in-ter-mi-nably /-abli/ adv 

in-ter-mingle /unto'mingl/ vt,vi mix to- 
gether (two things, one with the other). 

in-ter-mit-tent /,mto'mitent/ adj pausing 
or stopping at intervals: ~ fever. 
in-ter-mit-tent-ly adv 

in-tern’ /in'ts:n/ vt compel (persons, esp 
aliens during a war) to live in certain areas or 
in a special building, camp, etc. 
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in-tern-ment n[U] 

in-tern? (US also in-terne) /'mta:n/ и [С] 
(US) young doctor who is completing his 
training by living in a hospital and acting as an 
assistant physician or surgeon there. (GB = 
house physician; house surgeon). 

in-ter-nal /in'ts:nl/ adj 1 of or in the inside: 
suffer ~ injuries. 2 domestic; of the home af- 
fairs of acountry: ~ trade. 
in-ter-nally adv 

in-ter-na-tional | into'nefonl/ adj existing, 
carried on, between nations: ~ frade. 
in-ter-na-tion-ally /-ali/ adv: ~/y famous. 
im-ter-na-tion-al-ize (also -ise) /-aiz/ vt 
make international; bring under the control or 
protection of all or many nations: Should the 
Suez Canal be ~ized? 

in-terne /'ints:n/ 2 © intern’. 

in-ter-necine /,nto'ni:sain/ adj causing 
destruction to both sides: ~ war. 

in-ter-plan-etary /,:nto'plenitri US: -ter:/ 
adj between planets: an ~ journey in a space- 
craft. 

in-ter-play /'intoplei/ п [U} operation, effect, 
of two things on each other: the ~ of colours. 

in-ter-po-late /in'tsa:poleit/ уё make (some- 
times misleading) additions to a book. 
in-ter-po-la-tion /in,ts:pa'leifn/ и [СО] 

in-ter-pose /,into'pouz/ vi,vi 1 put forward 
an objection, etc as an interference: Will they 
~ their veto yet again? 2 make an interruption. 
3 step in; mediate: ~ between two persons who 
are quarrelling. 

in-ter-pret /in'ta:prit/ v/,vi № show, explain, 
the meaning of (either in words or by artistic 
performance): ~ a difficult passage in a book| 
the role of Hamlet. 2 consider to be the mean- 
ing of: We ~ed his silence as a refusal. 3 act as 
interpreter (esp when translating (1 )). 
in-ter-pre-ta-tion /in,ta:pri'teifn/ 2[C,U] 
in-ter-preter, person who gives an imme- 
diate oral translation of words spoken in an- 
other language. 

in-ter-racial /,nto'reifl/ adj between, ш- 
volving, different races. 

in-ter-reg-num /,nto'regnom/ п [К] (p/ ~s 
or -na /-na/) 1 period between the end of a 
Sovereign’s reign and the beginning of his nor- 
mal or legitimate successor’s reign. 2 pause or 
interval. 

in-ter-re-late juntari'leit/ vt,vi come to- 
gether in mutual relationship: ~d studies, of 
separate but related subjects. 

in-ter-ro-gate /m'terageit/ у: question thor- 
oughly or formally: ~ а prisoner. 
in-ter-ro-ga-tion jin,tera'geifn/ п (a) [U] 
asking questions. (i) [C,U] oral examination; 
inquiry: ~s by the police. 
in-ter-ro-ga-tor /-ta(r)/, person who interro- 
gates. 

in-ter-roga-tive /,mto'rpgativ/ adj 1 show- 
ing or having the form of a question; of m- 
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quiry: an ~ look/glance; inan~ tone. 2 (gram) 
used in questions: ~ pronounsjadverbs, eg 
‘who’, ‘why’. оп К] interrogative word ог 
construction. 

in-ter-roga-tory |,into'rogatri (5: -to:ri/ 
adj of inquiry: in ап ~ tone. 

in-ter-rupt /nte'rapt/ уг, Г 1 break the con- 
tinuity of: The war ~ed trade between the two 
countries. 2 break in on (a person speaking, 
doing something, etc): Don’t ~ (me) while Гт 
busy. 
in-ter-rup-tion /rnto'rapfn/ и [СО] 

in-ter-sect /,nta'sekt/ vt,vi 1 divide by cut- 
ting, passing or lying across. 2 (of lines) cross 
each other. 
in-ter-sec-tion /,nto'sek {n/n {[C,U] 

in-ter-sperse j,mnto'sp3:s/ vt piace, throw, 
here and there. 

in-ter-stel-lar /,mtoa'stelo(r)/ adj between 
the stars: ~ communications. 

in-ter-tri-bal /,:nto'trarbl/ 
tribes. 

in-ter-twine /unto'twain/ угу’ twine or 
twist together: а lattice ~d with vines. 

in-ter-ur-ban /шогзЪЬоп/ adj between 
towns. 

in-ter-val /'‘intevi/ и [С] 1 time between two 
events or two parts of an action (esp time be- 
tween two acts of a play, two parts of a con- 
cert, etc). 2 space between (two objects or 
points): arranged at ~s of twenty metres. 3 
(music) difference of pitch between two notes 
ona given scale. 

in-ter-vene {,nto'vi:n/ vi 1 (of events, 
circumstances) come between (others) in time: 
I shall leave on Sunday if nothing ~s. 2 (of per- 
sons) interfere (so as to try to stop something): 
~ ina dispute; ~ between people who are quar- 
relling. 3 (of time) come or be between: during 
the years that ~d. 
in-ter-ven-tion /,nta'venfn/ п [СЧ] 

in-ter-view /‘intovju:/ л [С] 1 meeting for 
discussion or conference, eg between employ- 
ers and applicants for posts. 2 meeting (of a 
reporter, etc) with a person whose views are 
requested: He refused to give any ‘newspaper 
~s.O vt have an interview with. 

in-ter-weave {,nto'wi:v/ vt (pt -wove 
{-wauv/, pp -woven |-'wauvn/) weave to- 
gether (one with another). 

in-tes-tate /in'testeit/ adj having not made а 
will before death occurs: die ~. 

in-tes-tine /in'testin/ л [C] (usually p/) lower 
part of the food canal from below the stomach 
to the anus: the smnall{large ~, parts of this. 
in-tes-ti-nal /in'testin]/ adj 

in-ti-macy /'intimosi/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [U] the 
state of being intimate; close friendship or 
relationship. 2 (p/) caresses, kisses, etc. 3 [C] 
sexual intercourse. 

in-ti-mate’ /‘intimot/ adj1 close and familiar 
{now often suggesting sexual intimacy): ~ 


adj between 
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friends. 2 innermost; private and personal: the 
~ details of one’s life. 3 resulting from close 
study or great familiarity: an ~ knowledge of 
Greek. a п [С] close friend. 
in-ti-mate-ly ady 
in-ti-mate? /intimeit/ vt make known; 
show clearly; suggest: ~ one’s approval. 
in-ti-ma-tion /лоште{о/ п [СО] 
in-timi-date /m'tumideit/ vt frighten, esp in 
order to force (a person into doing some- 


- thing): ~ a witness, eg by threatening him. 


in-timi-da-tion /in,trmi'deifn/ п [0] 

into /‘into strong form: ‘mtu:/ prep 1 (showing 
motion or direction to a point within): Come 
~ the housej/garden. 2 (showing change of 
condition, result): She burst ~ tears. The rain 
changed ~ snow. 3 against: crash ~ a tree. 4 
(maths): 5 ~ 25 (= 25 divided by 5) equals 5. 

in-tol-er-abije /in'tolorabl/ adj that cannot 
be tolerated or endured: ~ heat/insolence. 
in-tol-er-ably /-abli/ adv 

in-tol-er-ant /in'tolorant/ adj not tolerant. 
in-tol-er-ant-ly adv 
in-tol-er-ance /-ans/ м [0] 

in-ton-ation j,nto'neifn/ л {U] the rise and 
fall of the pitch of the voice in speaking. 

in-toxi-cant /in'toksikant/ adj, п [С] (for- 
mal) alcoholic (liquor). 

in-toxi-cate /in'toksikeit/ vt 1 cause to lose 
self-control as the result of taking alcoholic 
drink. 2 (fig) excite greatly: be ~d with joy. 
in-toxi-ca-tion /1n,toksr'keif{n/ п [0] 

in-tran-si-gent /in'trensidzent/ adj (for- 
mal) refusing to change one’s opinion, esp in 
politics. 

in-tran-si-tive /in'trensitiv/ adj (gram) (of 
verbs) used without a direct object (marked vi 
in this dictionary). 
in-tran-si-tive-ly adv 

in-tra-venous /,intro'vi:nes/ adj within a 
vein or veins: ~ injections. 

in-trepid /in'trepid/ adj (formal) fearless. 
in-trep-id-ly аду 

in-tri-cacy /'intrikasi/ пл [C,U] pl -ies) 
{instance of) being intricate. 

in-tri-cate /‘intrikat/ adj complicated; diffi- 
cult to follow or understand: an ~ piece of 
machinery. 
in-tri-cate-ly adv 

in-trigue /in'tri:g/ vi,vt‘1 make and carry out 
secret plans or plots: intriguing with Smith 
against Robinson. 2 bring out the interest or 
curiosity of: The news ~dall of us.an |'intri:g/ 
1 [U] secret plotting. 2 [C] secret plan, pilot. 

in-trin-sic /im'trinsik/ adj (of value, quality) 
belonging naturally; existing within, not com- 
ing from outside: a man’s ~ worth. 
in-trin-si-cally /-kii/ adv 

in-tro-duce juntra'dju:ss US: -'du:s/ vt 1 
bring in or forward: ~ a Bill before Parlia- 
ment. 2 bring into use or operation for the first 
time: ~ new ideas into a business. 3 make (per- 
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sons) known by name (to one another): He ~d 
me to his parents. 4 insert: introducing a new 
subject into a conversation. 

in-tro-duc-tion /,intra'dakfn/ 1 [U] intro- 
ducing or being introduced. 2 [C] introducing 
of persons to one another. 3 [C] opening para- 
graph of a letter, essay, speech, etc; explana- 
tory article at or before the beginning of a 
book. 4 [C] elementary textbook: ‘An I~ to 
Greek Grammar.’ 

in-tro-duc-tory /,ntro'daktori/ adj serving 
to introduce: an ~ chapter. 

in-tro-spect /,ntro'spekt/ vi (formal) think 
about oneself, one’s feelings. 
in-tro-spec-tion /,1ntro'spek [п/п [U] 
in-tro-spec-tive /-tiv/ adj 

in-tro-vert /,mtroa'va:t/ yt turn (one’s mind, 
thought) inward on itself. с  /‘introva:t/ [С] 1 
person who is more interested in his own 
thoughts and feelings than in things outside 
himself. 2 (informal) quiet, antisocial person. 
с> extrovert. 

in-trude /in'tru:d/ vi,vi force (something, 
oneself, on a person, into a place); enter with- 
out invitation: J hope Гт not intruding. 
in-truder, person or thing that intrudes. 

im-tru-sion /in'tru:zn/ и [U] intruding; [С] 
instance of this. 
in-tru-sive /in'tru:siv/ adj (a) intruding. (b) 
(of rocks) forced between layers of other rock. 
intrusive ‘r’, one with no grammatical or 
spelling justification, eg the r-sound often 
heard after /aw in law and order. 

in-tu-ition /untjolifn US: -tu-/ n 1 [U] 
(power of) the immediate understanding of 
something without conscious reasoning or 
study. 2 [C] piece of knowledge gained by this 
power. 
in-tu-itive /in'tyu:itiv US: -'tu:-/ oat 
in-tu-itive-ly adv 

in-un-date /'inandeit/ vt 1 flood; cover (with 
water) by overflowing. 2 (fig) (esp passive) be 
overwhelmed: be ~d with requests for help. 
in-un-da-tion /,inan'deifn/ 1 [СО] 

in-vade /in'veid/ vt 1 enter (a country) with 


armed forces in order to attack. 2 (fig) crowd: 


into; enter: а city ~d by tourists. 3 violate; in- 
terfere with: ~ a person’s rights. 
in-vader, person, thing, that invades. 
in-valid' /in'vzlid/ adj not valid. 
in-vali-date /in'vzlideit/ vt make invalid. 
in-vali-da-tion /in,veli'de:{n/n[C,U] 
in-va-lid? /'involi:d US: -lid/ adj 1 weak or 
disabled through illness cr injury: ~ soldiers. 
2 suitable for invalid persons: an ~ chair/diet. 
ол [С] invalid person. о vt (esp of members of 
the armed forces) remove from active service 
as an invalid: be ~ed home. 
in-valu-able /in'veljubl/ adj of value too 
high to be measured: Her services are ~ to те. 
in-vari-able /:n'veoriobl/ adj unchangeable; 
constant: ап ~ temperature. 
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in-vari- -ably /- abli/ adv 

in-va-sion /in'veizn/ и [U] condita or being 
invaded; [C] instance of this: an ~ of privacy. 

in-vec-tive /in'vektiv/ n [Ч] angry, abusive 
language: speeches filled with ~. 

in-vent /in'vent/ vt 1 create or design (some- 
thing not existing before): When was television 
~ed? 2 make up, think of: ~ an excuse. 
in-ven-ter /-ta(r)/, person who 
things. 

in-ven-tion /in'venfn/ n 1 [U] inventing: the 
~ of the telephone. 2 [С] something invented: 
the many ~s of Edison. 

in-ven-tive /in'ventiv/ adj able to invent 
easily; imaginative: an ~ mind. 

in-ven-tory /‘invontri US: -to:m/ n [C] (pl 
-ies) detailed list, eg of household goods, fur- 
niture, etc. 

in-verse /in'va:s/ adj inverted; reversed in 
position, direction or relations. 
in-verse-ly adv 

in-ver-Sion /in'v3:{n US: -3n/ и [0] inverting 
or being inverted; [C] instance of this; some- 
thing inverted. 

in-vert /in'v3:t/ vt put upside down or in the 
opposite order, position or arrangement. 
in,verted 'commas, = quotation marks 
(““—” or*—’). 

in-vert-ebrate /in'va:tibrat/ adj not having 
a backbone or spinal column, eg insects, 
worms. оп [С] invertebrate animal. 

in-vest /in'vest/ vi,vi 1 put (money in): ~ 
£1000 in a business. 2 (informal) buy: ~ та 
new hat. 3 clothe; give (authority); decorate; 
surround (with qualities): ~ed with full mili- 
tary power. 
in-ves-tor /-ta(r)/, 
money. 

in-ves-ti-gate /in'vestigeit/ vt examine, in- 
quire into; make а careful study of: ~ a 
crime|the market for sales of a product. 
in-ves-ti-ga-tion /in,vesti'geifn/ 2 [C,U]. 
in-ves-ti-ga- ‘tor /-ta(r)/, person who investi- 
gates. 

in-ves-ti-ture /in'vestitfa(r) US: -tfua(r)/ п 
[С] (from invest(3)) ceremony of Ще а 
person (*ИЙ а гапК, ро\ег, ес). 

in-vest-ment /in'vestmont/ п 1 [U] invest- 
ing money: careful ~ of capital. 2 [С] зат of 
money that is invested; that in which money 15$ 
invested: profitable ~s.3[C] = investiture. 

in-vet-er-ate /in'vetorat/ adj (esp of habits, 
feelings) long-established: an ~ liar. 

in-vidi-ous: /in'vidies/ adj likely to cause 
anger, resentment, (because of reai or appar- 
ent injustice). 
in-vidi-ous-ly adv 

in-vigi-late /in'vidzileit/ vi watch over 
students during examinations. 
in-vigi-la-tion /in,vidzi'leifn/ и (U) 
in-vigi-la-tor /-ta(r)/, person who invigilates. 

in-vig-or-ate /in'vigoreit/ vt give strength, 


invents 


person who invests 
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energy or courage to: an invigorating climate. 

in-vin-cible /in'vinsab!/ adj too strong to be 
overcome or defeated: an ~ will. 
in-vin-cibly /-abli/ adv 

in-viol-able /in'vaislobl/ adj not to be viol- 
ated or dishonoured: an ~ oath. 

in-viol-ate /,n'vaislot/ adj kept sacred; held 
in respect; not violated. 

in-vis-ible /in'vizabl/ adj that cannot be 
seen: stars that are ~ to the naked eye. 
in-visi-bil-ity /in,vizo'bilati/ п [U] 
in-vis-ibly /-abli/ adv 

in-vi-ta-tion /,znvi'terfn/ n 1 [U] inviting or 
being invited: admission by ~ only. 2 [С] re- 
quest to come or go somewhere, or do some- 
thing: send out ~s toa party. 

in-vite /in'vait/ vt 1 ask (a person to do some- 
thing, come somewhere, etc): ~ a friend to 
one’s house. 2 ask for: ~ questions. 3 encour- 
age: Don’t leave the windows open—it’s inviting 
thieves to enter. 
in-vit-ing adj tempting; attractive. 
in-vit-ing-ly adv 

in-vo-ca-tion /,mvou'keifn/ и [9] invoking 
or being invoked; [C] prayer or appeal that 
invokes. 

in-voice /'invois/ vt, п [С] (make a) list of 
goods sold with the price(s) charged. 

in-voke /in'vouk/ vt1 call on God, the power 
of the law, etc for help or protection. 2 request 


earnestly: ~ vengeance on one’s enemies. 3 


summon up (by magic): ~ evil spirits. 

in-vol-un-tary /in'volontri US: -tert/ adj 
done without intention; done unconsciously: 
ап ~ movement of fear. 
in-vol-un-tar-ily 
in,vplan'terali/ adv 

in-voive /in'volv/ vt 1 cause (a person ог 
thing) to take part or be mixed up (in trouble, 
a difficult condition, etc): They are deeply ~d 
in debt. 2 have as a necessary result: The new 
design is involving me ina lot of extra work. 
in-volved adj complicated in form, etc: an 
~dsentence|style. 
in-volve-mentz([C,U] 

in-vui-ner-able /in'vainrabl/ adj that can- 
not be wounded, hurt or attacked. 

in-ward /'inwod/ adj 1 situated within; inner: 
one’s ~ (ie mental or spiritual) nature. 2 turn- 
ed towards the inside: an ~ curve. 
in-ward-ly adv in mind or spirit: suffer ~ly, 
ie not showing one’s grief. 
in-ward-ness п [0] (person’s) inner nature. 
in-ward(s) adv (a) towards the inside. (b) 
into or towards the mind or soul. 

iod-ine /'aiodi:n US. -dain/ и [U] chemical 
substance widely used as an antiseptic, in 
photography and in the manufacture of some 
dyes. 

ion /‘aton/ n [С] electrically charged particle 
formed by losing or gaining electrons. 
ion-ize (also -ise) /'aronaiz/ vt convert into 


/in'vplontrali US: 


invincible/ irrational 

ions. 

iono-sphere /ai'pnasfia(r)/ п the ~, (also 
known as the Heaviside Layer) set of layers of 
the earth’s atmosphere, which reflect radio 
waves and cause them to follow the earth’s 
shape. 

iota /ar'suta/ и [С] (р/ ~s) 1 the Greek letter 
(.). 2 extremely small part: not an ~ of truth in 
the story, no truth at all. 

ipso facto /прзэо ‘fektau/ adverbial phrase 
(Latin) by that very fact. 

irate /ar'reit/ adjangry. 

ire /'ato(r)/ п [Ч] (poetic or formal) anger. 

iri-descent /,ir'desnt/ adj (formal) showing 
colours like those of the rainbow; changing 
colour as light falls from different directions. 
iri-descence | ir1'desns/ и [0] | 

iris /'aroris/ п [С] 1 coloured part round the 
pupil of the eye. 2 kinds of flowering plant 
with sword-shaped leaves. 

irk /з:К/ vt trouble; annoy. 
irk-some /-зэт/ adj tedious; annoying. 

iron’ /'aron US: 'aiaran/ п 1 [0] commonest of 
all metallic elements (symbol Fe), used in 
various forms. 2 [С] tool, etc made of iron, esp 
a flat-bottomed implement heated and used 
for smoothing clothes, etc. © strike?(1). 3 
(pf) chains for the ankles and wrists of a 
prisoner: put him in~s. | 
the Чгоп Age, period when man used tools 
and weapons made of iron. 
jron ‘curtain, (fig) frontier(s) between 
countries, considered as a barrier to informa- 
tion and trade. 
игоп ‘lung, apparatus fitted over the whole 
body, except the head, to provide artificial 
respiration. 
‘iron-monger, dealer in metal goods. 
Нгоп.топдегу, business of an ironmonger. 
игоп 'rations, store of food for use in an 
emergency as for troops or explorers. | 

iron? /'aian US: 'апэгэп/ vt,vi smooth cloth, 
clothes, with an iron: She’s been ~ing all after- 
noon. iron out, (a) remove by ironing: ~ out 
wrinkles. (b) (fig) remove: ~ out misunder- 
standings. 
liron-ing-board, padded boars on which to 
iron clothes, etc. 

ironic /ai'ronik/ (also ironi-cal /-k1/) adj of, 
using, expressing, irony: an ~~ smile. 
ironi-cally /-kli/ adv 

irony /'aiorani/ и (pl -ies) 1 [U] saying some- 
thing which is the direct opposite of one’s 
thoughts in order to make one’s remarks 
forceful. 2 [С] event, situation, etc which is it- 
self desirable, but which, because of the cir- 
cumstances, is of little or no value, and ap- 
pears to be directed: by evil fate: Inheriting a 
large fortune and dying a month later might be 
called one of life’ s ironies. 

ir-ra-tional /:'rzfonl/ adj 1 not being able to 

reason: an ~ animal. 2 absurd; illogical: ~ 


irreconcilable /issue 


fears/behaviour. 
ir-ra-tion-ally adv 

iv-rec-on-cil-able /,1,rekan'sailab!/ adj 1 (of 
persons) that cannot be reconciled. 2 (of ideas, 
opinions, actions) that cannot agreed. 

ir-re-cover-able /,ri'kavorobl/ adj that 
cannot be recovered: ~ losses. 

ir-re-fut-able ,rt'fju:tobl/ adj that cannot be 
proved false: an ~ argument. 

ir-regu-lar /i'regjulo(r)/ adj 1 contrary to 
rules, to what is normal and established: ~ at- 
tendance. 2 uneven; not regular in shape, ar- 
rangement, etc: a coast with an ~ outline. 3 
(gram) (of words), not having the usual end- 
ings or forms in a sentence: ‘Child has an ~ 
plural.‘Go’ is an~ verb. 
ir-regu-lar-ly adv 
ivr-regu-lar-ity /1,reqju'lerati/ n[C,U] 

ir-rel-evant /:'relovont/ adj not to the point; 
having nothing to do with: ~ remarks. 

ir-re-li-gious /,r'ld3zas/ adj opposed to, 
showing no interest in, religion: ~ acts/ 
persons. 

tr-re-mov-able /,1r'mu:vobl/ adj that can- 
not be removed (esp from an appointment). 

ir-rep-ar-abie /i'reprabl/ adj (of a loss, in- 
jury, etc) that cannot be put right or restored: 
~ е. 

ir-re-place-able /,iri'pleisobl/ adj of which 
the loss cannot be supplied. 

ir-re-proach.able /|,iri'proutfobl/ adj free 
from blame or fault: ~ conduct. 

ir-re-sist-ible /,ri'zistobl/ adj too strong, 
convincing, delightful, etc to be resisted: ~ 
temptations. 

ir-re-spec-tive /игизреКкиу/ adj not taking 
into account: ~ of the danger. 

ir-re-spon-sible /,r'sppnsobl/ adj (esp) 
(doing things, done) without a proper sense of 
responsibility: ~ behaviour. | 
ir-re-spon-si-bil-ity /игизропзэ Бей / п [Ч] 

ir-re-triev-able | r'tri:vabl/ ad that cannot 
be retrieved or remedied: an ~ loss. 

ir-rev-er-ence /:'revorans/ п [0] state of be- 
ing irreverent. 

ir-rev-er-ent /пгеуэгоп/ adj feeling or 
showing no respect for sacred things. 
ir-rev-er-ent-ly adv 

ir-re-vers-ible /ri'va:sobl/ adj that cannot 
be reversed or revoked: an ~ decision. 

ir-revo-cable /rrevakobl/ adj final and un- 
alterable: an ~ legal decision. 

ir-rt-gate /‘irigeit/ vt 1 supply (land, crops) 
with water (by means of rivers, pipes, etc): ~ 
desert areas to make them fertile. 2 construct 
reservoirs, canals, etc for the distribution of 
water (to fields). 
ir-ri-ga-tion /,mrrgei{[n/[U} 

ir-ri-table ги adj easily annoyed or 
made angry. 
ir-vi-tably /-obli/ adv 
ir-vi-ta-bil-ity /rita'bilots/ п [0] 
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ir-ri-tant /'iritont/ adj causing irritation. он 
[С] irritating substance. 

ir-ri-tate /'iriteit/ vt 1 make angry ог an- 
noyed: irritating delays. 2 cause discomfort to 
(part of the body); make sore or inflamed: The 
smoke ~d her eyes. 
ir-ri-ta-tion /rri'teifn/ n[C,U} 

ir-rup-tion /i'rapfn/ и [С] sudden and violent 
entry; bursting in. 

is > be’. 

-ise /-а12/ suffix © -ize. 

-ish /-1f/ suffix 1 (national name + ~ = 
adjective}: Spanish. 2 resembling: childish. За 
little like, near to: reddish; twentyish. 

's-fam /'1zla:m/ м faith, religion, proclaimed 
by the Prophet Muhammad; all Muskims; all 
the Mushm world. | 
is-lamic /12'lem1k/ adj 

is-land /'arlond/ п [С] 1 piece of land sur- 
rounded by water. 2 something like an island 
because it is detached, separate or tsolated. > 
traffic island. 
is-lander, person born on or hvmg on an 
island. 

isle /arl/ [Сапа (not much used, except т 
proper names): the British I~s. 

is-let /‘a:lit/ м [С] small island. 

-iSM /|-1zom/ suffix (used to form a noun) 1 
showing qualities typical of: Americanism. 2 
doctrine, principle, cause: Communism. 

isn’t /iznt/ © Бе". 

iso-bar /'aisauba:(r)/ п [C] line оп а map, 
esp a weather chart, joining places with 
the same atmospheric pressure at a particular 
time. 

iso-late /'arsalert/ vt separate, put or keep 
apart from others: isolating the infected chil- 
dren. 

iso-la-tion /,arsa'leifn/ п [U] isolating or be- 
ing isolated: an ~ ward, one for persons with 
infectious diseases. 

isos-celes /ar'spsili:z/ adj (of a triangle) hav- 
ing two sides equal. 

iso-therm /'aisou@3:m/ и [С] line оп a map 
joining places having the same average tem- 
perature. 

iso-tope /'aissutaup/ п [С] form of a chem- 
ical element having a nuclear mass different 
from other forms of the same element: radio- 
active ~s, unstable forms used in medicine 
and industry. 

issue /'ifu:/ vi,vt 1 come, go, flow, out: blood 
issuing from a wound. 2 distribute for use or 
consumption: ~ travel tickets to the passen- 
gers. 3 publish (books, etc). 4 put stamps, 
banknotes, shares'(3), etc into circulation. с 
п 1 [U] outgoing; outflowing; [С] the act of 
flowing out; that which flows out: an ~ of 
blood. 2 [СХ] publication: the ~ of а news- 
paper; the most recent ~s of a periodical. 3 [К] 
question that arises for discussion: argue polit- 
ical ~s. 4 [С] result; outcome; consequence: 
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await the ~. 5[U] (legal) children: die without 
~, ie without children. 

-§st /-1st/ suffix © -ism: dramatist. 

isth-mus /'ismas/ я (p/ ~es) strip of land 
joining two larger bodies of land: the I~ of 
Panama. 

it ЛИ pron (pl they /бец, them /Sem/) 1 (used 
of lifeless things, animals and of a baby or 
small child when the sex is unknown or unim- 
portant): Where’s my book?— Have you seen 
~? Where's the cat?— I~’s in the garden. She’s 
expecting another baby and hopes ~ will be a 
boy. 2 (used to refer to a group of words which 
follows, this being the grammatical subject): 
Is ~ difficult to learn Chinese? I~ was hard for 
him to live on his pension. I~’s no use trying to 
do that. Does ~ matter what you do next? 3 
(used to identify a person or thing): ‘Who’s 
that at the door? —‘I~’s the postman.’ 4 (used 
as a subject with be, etc): /~ is raining. I~’s six 
o'clock. I~’s ten miles to Oxford. Whose turn 
is ~ next? 5 (used to bring into prominence 
one part of a sentence): J~ was work that ex- 
hausted him. I~ was John 1 gave the book to, 
not Harry. 

italic /rtelik/ adj (of printed letters) sloping: 
This 15 ~ type.an(pi) italic letters. 

itch /it{/ {C] 1 (rarely p/) feeling of irritation 
on the skin, causing a desire to scratch: have an 
~. 2 restless desire or longing: ап ~ to travel. 
a vi 1 have an itch(1): scratch where it ~es. 2 
have a strong desire: ~ing to go on holiday. 
itchy adj (-ier, -iest) 

item /‘aitam/ и [С] 1 single article or unit in a 
list, etc: ~s of clothing; the first ~ on the pro- 
gramme. 2 detail or paragraph (of news): in- 
teresting ‘news ~s{~s of news. о adv also (used 
to introduce successive articles in a list). 
item-ize (also -ise) /-а17/ vt give, write, every 
detail or unit of: an ~ized account. 

it-er-ate /‘itareit/ vt say again and again. 
it-er-ation /,1to're1fn/n[C,U] 

itin-er-ant /ai'tinorant/ adj (formal) travel- 
ling from place to place: ~ circus performers. 

itin-er-ary /fartinorar: US: -reri/ и [С] (p/ 
-ies) plan for, details of, a journey. 

НЕЙ /'itl/ = it will. 

it’s /its/ = it is, it has. 

its /its/ adj of it: The dog wagged ~ tail. 

itself /:t'self/ pron 1 (reflex): The dog got up 
and stretched ~. by itself, (а) automatical- 
ly: The machine works by ~. (b) alone. 2 (used 
for emphasis): The thing ~ is not valuable. 

I’ve faiv/ = Ihave. 

-ive /-1v/ suffix having a tendency, quality: 
active; productive. 

ivory /f‘aiveri/ adj, п [0] 1 (of the) white sub- 
stance forming the tusks of elephants. 2 (of) 
its colour. 

ivy /'arvi/ п [0] climbing, clinging, evergreen 
plant with dark, shiny leaves. 

-ize (also -ise) /-a1z/ suffix (used to form a 


-ist/jam 
verb) 1 cause to be, make like: dramatize; com- 
puterize. 2 act with the qualities of: criticize. 


J, j (dzei/ (р! J's, j's {dze1z/) the tenth letter of 
the English alphabet 

jab /d32b/ vt,vi (-bb-) 1 poke or push (at, ia- 
to): He ~bed at the lid with a knife. He ~bed 
his elbow into my side. 2 force or push out by 
jabbing: Don’t ~ my eye out with your umbre!- 
la! оп [С] 1 sudden blow ог thrust. 2 (infor- 
mal) injection or inoculation: smallpox ~s. 

jab-ber /'d3zeboe(r)/ vi,vt talk excitedly or in a 
confused manner: Listen to those children 
~ing away! а п [Ч] chatter: the ~ of monkeys. 

jack’ /dzek/ п [C] 1 (usually portable) device 
for raising heavy weights off the ground, esp 
one for raising a car so that a wheel may be 
changed. 2 (ina pack of playing-cards) knave. 
Jack 'Frost, frost personified. 
ack of 'all trades, person who has many 
skills. 
the Union 'Jack, flag of the United King- 
dom. 

jack? /dzzxk/ vz lift with a jack(1): J~ (up) the 
car and change the wheel. 

jackal /'d3zk!/ п (С] wild animal like a dog. 

jack-ass /'dgekes/n[C]1 male ass. 2 foolish 
person. | 

jack-daw /'dzzxkdo:/ п {С] bird of the crow 
family (noted for flying off with small bright 
objects). 

jacket /'d3zekit/ п [С] 1 short coat with 
sleeves. 2 outer covering round a tank, pipe, 
etc. 3 skin (of a potato): baked in their ~s. 4 
(also ‘dust ~) loose paper cover in which a 
hardback book is issued. 

jack-knife /'d3zek пай) л {C] large pocket- 
knife with a folding blade. с vi (esp of an arti- 
culated truck) fold and double back. 

jack-pot /'dgekpnt/ л [С] collected stake(3) 
in various games, increasing in value until 
won. 

jade {d3e1d/ adj, п [0] 1 (of a) hard, usually 
green stone, carved into ornaments, etc. 2 (of) 
its colour. 

jaded /'dzeidid/ adj worn out; over worked: 
She looks ~d. 

jag' /45=9/ n[C] sharp projection, eg of rock. 

jag? /d3zexq/ vt (-gg-) cut or tear unevenly. 
jag-ged /'d3egid/ adj with rough, uneven 
edges: ~ged rocks. 

jag-uar /'d3zzegjoo(r)/ п {C] large, flesh-eating 
animal of the cat family, of Central and South 
America. 

jail /95е1/ © дао. 

jam! /d3em/ n[U] fruit boiled with sugar until 


jam/jelly 
it is thick, and preserved in jars, pots, tins, etc. 
'jam-jar/-pot, jar for jam. 

jam? /45жт/ vt,vi (-mm-) 1 crush, be crushed, 
between two surfaces or masses; squeeze, be 
squeezed: a piano ~med in the doorway. 2 (of 
parts of a machine, etc) (cause to) become 
fixed so that movement or action is prevented: 
~ the brakes on/~ on the brakes. 3 push 
(things) together tightly: ~ clothes into a suit- 
case. 4 make the reception of a broadcast pro- 
gramme impossible or difficult by broadcast- 
ing that deliberately interferes: ~ the enemy’s 
stations during а war. о п [С] 1 number of 
things or people crowded together so that 
movement is difficult or impossible: 'traffic- 
~s in our big towns. 2 stoppage of a machine 
due to jamming(2). 3 (s/) awkward position; 
difficult situation: be in/get intoa~. 

jam-boree /,43z2mbo'ri:/ и [С] 1 merry meet- 
ing. 2 large rally or gathering, esp of Scouts. 

jam-pack /|,d3zem'pzxk/ vi (informal) crowd 
to capacity: a stadium ~ed with spectators. 

jangle /'dzzngl/ vi,vi (cause to) give out a 
harsh metallic noise. ом [U] harsh noise. 

jani-tor /'dzzenito(r)/ п [С] 1 doorkeeper. 2 
(US) person hired to take care of a building, 
offices, etc, eg by cleaning, etc. 

Jan-uary /'d3zenjuor US: -jueri/ n the first 
month of the year, with 31 days. 

ja-pan /d30'pen/ vz (-nn-), п [Ч] (cover with 
a) hard, shiny black enamel. 

jar’ /4за:(г)/ п [C] 1 (usually harsh) sound or 
vibration: We felt a~ when the train started to 
move. 2 shock; thrill of the nerves; discord: an 
unpleasant ~ to my nerves. 

jar? /d32z(r)/ п [С] tall vessel of glass, stone or 
earthenware, usually round, with a. wide 
mouth; its contents: a ~ of jam; a\jam-~ 
jar-ful /-fol/ п [С] as muchas a jar can hold. 

jar? /4за:(г)/ vi,vt (-rr-) 1-strike with.a harsh 
unpleasant sound. 2 have an unpleasant. ef- 
fect: The way he laughs ~s on my nerves. 3 
send a shock through (the nerves): He was 
-badly ~red by the blow. 4 be out of harmony: 
His opinions ~ with mine. 
jar-ring adj causing disharmony; harsh: a 
~ring note. 
jar-ring-ly adv 

jar-gon /'dza:gon/ п [0] 1 ace difficult 
to understand, because it is a bad form or 
spoken badly: a baby’s ~. 2 language full of 
technical or special words: scientific ~. 


jas-mine /'d3zzmin/ п [С] kinds of shrub 


-with-white or yellow and fragrant flowers. 

jas-per /'d3zespo(r)/ п [U] semi-precious 
‘stone, red, yellow or brown. 

jaun-dice /'d3o:ndis/ 7 [U] 1 disease, caused 
by stoppage of the flow of bile, marked by yel- 
lowness of the skin and the whites of the eyes. 
2 (fig) state of mind in which one is jealous, 
spiteful, envious and suspicious. а vt (usually 
passive) affect with jaundice: have/take a ~d 
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view, one influenced by jealousy, etc. 

jaunt /d3o:nt/ и [С] short journey for pleasure. 
о vimake such a journey. 

jaunty /'dzo:nti/ adj (-ier, iest) feeling or 
showing self-confidence and self-satisfaction. 
jaunt-ily /-ali/ adv 

jav-elin /'dzevlin/ и [С] light spear for throw- 
ing (in sport). 

jaw /d30:/ п [С] 1 lower/upper jaw, cither 
of the bone structures containing the teeth. 2 
(pl) framework of the mouth, including the 
teeth; (sing) lower part of the face: a man with 
а strong ~. 3 (pl) narrow mouth of a valley, 
channel, etc. 4 (fig) something like jaws(2): 
the ~ of death. 5 (pl) parts of a tool, machine, 
etc, eg a vice, between which things are 
gripped or crushed. с vi (s/) talk boringly for a 
long time. 
aw-bone, one in which the teeth are set. 

jay /dzei/ п [С] (sorts of) noisy European bird 
with brightly coloured feathers. 
jay-walker, person who walks across а 
street at an unauthorized place. 

jazz /d3ez/ п [О] popular music first played by 
Negro groups in Southern USA in the early 
20th century, characterized by improvisation 
and strong rhythms, called traditional ~; simi- 
lar music played by large bands for dancing; a 
later variation much influenced by the blues to 
produce an unhurried emotive style, called 
modern ~.0 vi 1 play or arrange in the style of 
jazz. 2 jazz up, (fig) liven up: ~ up a party. 
\jazz-band, group of musicians playing jazz. 
jazzy adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) (a) of or like 
jazz. (b) showy: a~y sports car. 

jeal-ous /'dzelos/ adj 1 feeling or showing 
fear or unkind feeling because of possible or 
actual! loss of rights or love: а ~ husband; ~ 
looks..2 feeling or showing: unhappiness. be- 
causeof:the better fortune; etc-of others: ~ of 
her success. 3 taking watchful care (of): ~ of 
one’s rights. 
jeal-ous-ly adv 
jeal-ousy л (р! -ies) (a) (UI being jealous: а 
lover’s ~y. (b) [С] instance of this; jealous act 
or speech. 

jeans /d3i:nz/ n p/ trousers (usually of denim) 
worn informally by men, women and с! 
dren. 

jeep /dzi:p/ п [С] small, light, military motor- 
vehicle with great freedom of movement. 

jeer /d310(r)/ vi,vt make fun of, laugh rudely: а 
~ ing crowd. о п [С] jeering remark. 
jeer-ing-ly adv 

Je-ho-vah /d3i'houva/ п name of God used 
in the Old Testament. 

jell /d3el/ vi,vt (informal) take shape: My ideas 
are beginning to~w. 

jelly /'dzeli/ л (р! -ies) 1 [U] soft, semi-solid 
food made from gelatin, animal fat ог fruit 
juice and sugar. 2 [C,U] (portion of) fruit jelly 
prepared in a mould, flavoured and coloured, 
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as a sweet dish. 3 [U] substance like jelly. о 
vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) (cause to) become like jelly. 
ijelly-fish, kinds of fish like jelly, with long 
tentacles. 

jeop-ard.-ize (also -ise) /'dzepodaiz/ vt put 
in a dangerous position: ~ one’s future by fail- 
ing the exams. 
jeop-ardy /'dzepodi/ п [U] be in jeopardy 
(of), be in danger (of one’s life, etc). 

jer-boa /d33:'baua/ п [С] small animal, like a 
rat, of Asia and the N African deserts with 
long hind legs and the ability to jump well. 

jere-miad /,d3eri'maied/ п [С] long, sad and 
complaining story of troubles, misfortunes, 
ete: 

jerk /45з:К/ п [С] 1 sudden push, pull, start, 
stop, twist, lift or throw: The train stopped 
with а ~. 2 sudden involuntary twitch of a 
muscle or muscles. о vt,vimove with a jerk: He 
~ed the fish out of the water. 
jerky adj (-ier, -iest) with jerks: а ~y ride in 
an old bus. 

jer-kin /'dz3:kin/ п [С] short, close-fitting 
jacket (as worn by men in olden times). 

jerry /'dzer/n[C] (pl -ies) (5/) chamber-pot. 
‘jerry-buiider/-building, builder/building 
of houses of poor quality with bad materials. 
Hence, 'jerry-built adj. 
Цеггу-сап, army-style metal container used 
for carrying water or petrol. | 

jer-sey /'d3a:z1/ п (pl ~s) 1 [U} ('‘~-wool) soft 
knitted fabric used for clothes. 2 [C] jumper 
knitted with jersey-wool. 3 J~, cow of the 
breed that originally came from Jersey, one of 
the Channel Islands (near.the French coast). 

jest /dzest/ п [С] joke. in jest, as a joke. 0 vi 
make jokes: He’s not aman to ~ with. 

jes-ter /'dzesta(r)/ п [С] person who jests, esp 


(in olden times) a man whose duty it was ©. 


make jokes to amuse the court or noble house- 
hold in which he was employed. 

Jesus /'d3i:zas/ п the founder of the Chris- 
tian religion. , 

jet" /dzet/ п [С] 1 fast, strong stream of gas, 
liquid, steam or flame, forced out of a small 
opening: а ~ of water. 2 narrow opening from 
which a jet comes out: a gas-~. 3 = jet plane. 
о wi,vt (-tt-) 1 come, send out, in a jet or a 2 
travel by jet plane. 
jet engine, one that is used to ар ап air- 
craft by sending out gases in jets at the back. 
jet plane/aircraft, one operated by a 
engines. 
jet propulsion, method of producing move- 
ment using jets of air or water. 
‘jet set, wealthy persons who often travel’ in 
jet aircraft for holidays. 
jet stream, exhaust of a jet engine. 

fet? /dzet/ adj, п [Ч] (made of a) hard, black 
mineral that takes a brilliant polish. 
jet 'black, deep, glossy black. 

jet-sam /‘dzetsom/ и [U] goods thrown over- 


jeopardize/ jiujitsu 


board from a ship at sea to lighten it, eg ina 
storm. 

jet-ti-son /'d3etisn/ vt 1 throw (goods) over- 
board in order to lighten a ship, eg during a 
storm. 2 abandon, discard (what is unwant- 
ed): ~ part of a spacecraft. 

jetty /'dzeti/ п [С] (pl -ies) structure built out 
into a body of water as a breakwater or as a 
landing-place for ships and boats. 

jewel /'dzu:ol/ п [С] 1 precious stone, eg a 
diamond or a ruby; ornament with jewels set 
in it. 2 artificial diamond: This watch has 15 
~s. 3 (fig) highly valued person or thing: His 
wife isa~.o vt (-ll-, US -l-) adorn with jewels: 
(usually in pp) а ~led ring. 
jew-el-ler, (US = jew-eler) /'d3u:ola(r)/, 
trader in jewels. 
jew-elry, jew-el-lery /'dzu:olri/ п [U] jewels 
collectively. 

jib’ /dzib/ п [С] 1 small trianguiar sail (in front 
of the mainsail). 2 projecting arm of a crane or 
derrick. 

jib? /4316] vi (-bb-) 1 (of a horse, etc) stop sud- 
denly; refuse to go forwards. 2 (fig) refuse to 
proceed. sib at, (fig) show. unwillingness ог 
dislike: He ~bed at working overtime. 

jibe /dzaib/ vi = gibe. 

jiffy Лаз п [С] (pi -ies) (informal) moment: J 
won’ tbea~w. ina jiffy, soon. 

НЭ /d3ig/ п [С] 1 (music for a) quick, lively 
dance. 2 appliance that holds a piece of work 
and guides the tools that are used-on it. 0 vi, vf 
(-gg-) 1 dance a jig. 2 move up and down ina 
quick, jerky way: ~ging up and down in excite- 
ment. 

jig-saw /'dzigso:/ п [С] (also '~ puzzle) pic- 
ture, map, etc pasted on cardboard or wood 
and cut in irregularly shaped pieces which are 
to be fitted together again. 

ji-had /dzi'ha:d/ п [С] religious war by vee 
lims against unbelievers. 

Я /dzilt/ уё give up, send away, a man after 
giving him encouragement or a promise to 
marry: When he lost his job, she ~wedhim-on 
[С] person who jilts.. 

jingle [‘d31ngl/- п [С] 1 metallic clinking or 
ringing sound (as of coins, keys or small bells). 
2 series of the same or similar sounds in 
words, esp when designed to attract the atten- 
tion: advertising-~s. п vt,vi 1. (cause to) makea 
light, ringing sound: He ~d his keys. 2 (of 
verse) be full of repetition and rhymes that 

-make it easy to remember. 

jinks /d3inks/ п (only in) high jinks. noisy 
merrymaking; uncontrolled fun. 

jinx /d3inks/ п [С] (s/) person or thing that 
brings bad luck. 

jit-ters /'dzitaz/ п p/ (sl) extreme nervousness: 
give her|have/get the~. 
jit tery /'d3itori/ adj nervous; Faahiened: 

jiu-jitsu /,dzu:'dzitsu:/ п = judo (the usual 
word). 


jive/journal 


jive /45а1у/ п [<] (1950's) style of popular 
music with a strong beat; dancing to this. o vi 
dance to jive music. 

job /dzpb/ п [С] 1 piece of work, either to be 
done, or completed. on the job, (informa?) at 
work; busy. make а good/fine/poor, etc 
fob of sth, do it well/badly. odd jobs, bits 
of work not connected with one another. an 
,odd-'job man, one who makes a living by 
doing any work he is asked to do. 2 (informa?) 
employment; position: He has lost his ~.3 a 
good job, a fortunate state of affairs: He {051 
his seat in Parliament, and a good ~, too! 
make the best of a bad job, do what one 
can in a bad or an unfortunate state of affairs. 
4 be/have a (hard) job doing/to do sth, 
be/have (great) difficulty. 5 a job 4ot, collec- 
tion of miscellaneous articles, bought to- 
gether. 6 (informal) just the job, exactly 
what is wanted. 7 (5/) something done dis- 
honestly for private profit or advantage. 8 (s/) 
criminal act, esp theft. 

jockey /'dzpk1/ п (С] (p/ ~s) professional rid- 
er in horse-races. © also disc jockey. a vt,vi 
trick; cheat: He ~ed Green out of his job. 

jo-cose /dz0u'kous/ adj(formal) humorous. 

jocu-lar /'dzokjulo(r)/ adj (formal) funny. 
jocu-iar-ly adv 
jocu-lar-ity /,dzokju'lzrati/ n{C,U] 

joc-und /'dzpkand/ adj (formal) merry: 
cheerful. 
joc-und-ity /dzau'kandot:/ п [СЧ] 

jodh-purs /'dzndpoz/ п pi breeches for 
horse-riding, close-fitting from the knee to the 
ankle. 

jog /d30g/ vt,vi (-gg-) 1 give a slight knock or 
push to: ~ up and down on a horse. He ~ged 
my elbow, touched it, eg to attract my atten- 
tion. jog sbh’s memory, (try to) make him 
remember something. 2 jog along/on, make 
slow, patient progress: We ~ged along the bad 
roads. We must ~ on somehow until business 
conditions improve. 3 (of a horse) trot. 4 (of a 
person) run slowly (esp for exercise). а и [С] 1 
slight push, shake or nudge. 2 (also ‘jog-trot) 
slow trot. 3 slow run. 

joggle /'dzngl/ vt,vi shake, move, by or as if 
by repeated jerks. о и [С] slight shake. 

joie de vivre | 5ма: do 'vi:vra/ п (Fr) carefree 
enjoyment of life. 

join /d321n/ vt,vi 1 unite; connect (two points, 
things) with a line, rope, bridge, etc: ~ one 
thing to another; ~ two things together. join 
hands, clasp each other’s hands. join 
forces (with), unite in action; work to- 
gether. 2 come together: Parallel lines never 
~.3 become a member of: ~ the army. join 
up, (informal) join the army. 4 come into the 
company of; associate with: [ll ~ you in a few 
minutes. May 1 ~ т (the game)? a п {С] place 
or line where two things are joined. 

joiner /'d3oima(r)/ п [С] skilled workman who 
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makes the inside woodwork of buildings, etc. 
join-ery, work of a joiner. 

joint’ /dzomt/ adj held or done by, belonging 
to, two or more persons together: ~ responsi- 
bility. 
joint account, bank account in the name of 
more than one person, eg a husband and wife. 
joint-'stock company, group of persons 
who carry on a business with capital contri- 
buted by all. 
joint-ly adv 

joint? /dzoint/ п [С] 1 place, line or surface at 
which two or more things are joined: Can you 
see the ~s? 2 device or structure by which 
things, eg lengths of pipe, bones, are joined 
together: 'finger ~s. put sb’s nose out of 
joint, upset him, his plans, etc. 3 limb (shoul- 
der, leg) or other division of meat. 4 (s/) place 
for gambling, drinking or drug-taking. 5 (s/) 
cigarette containing a drug. 

joint? /dzomt/ vt 1 provide with a joint or 
joints(2): a~ed doll. 2 divide into joints(3). 

joist /dzoist/ п [С] 1 one of the pieces of tim- 
ber (from wall to wall) to which floorboards 
are fastened. 2 steel beam supporting a floor 
or ceiling. 

joke /dzauk/ п К] something said or done to 
cause amusement. play a joke on sb, cause 
him to be the victim of a joke. /t’s no joke, 
It’s serious. а vi make jokes: / was only joking 
when I said that. 
jok-ing-ly adv in a joking manner. 

joker /'dzauka(r)/ п [C] 1 person who 15 fond 
of making jokes. 2 extra playing-card which is 
used in some games as the highest trump. 

jolly /‘dzoli/ adj (-ier, -iest) joyful; gay; 
merry. о adv (С В dated informal) very: Take ~ 
good care of it! a vt (pt,pp -ied) joy sb 
along, keep him in a good humour (esp in 
order to win his co-operation). 

jolt /dzoult/ vt,vi give a jerk or jerks to; shake 
up; (of a vehicle) move along by jerks: The old 
bus ~ed along. a п [С] sudden bump or shake. 

jostle /'dzpsl/ vz,vi push roughly (against): 
We were ~d by the crowd. 

jot’ /d3pt/ п{С] small amount: not a ~ of truth 
in it, no truth at all. | 

jot? /dzpt/ vt (-tt-) jot sth down, make a 
quick written note of: ~ down my name and 
address. 
\jot-ter, notebook or pad for rough notes. 
Yot-tings, notes jotted down. 

jour-nal /'d33:nl/ и [С] 1 newspaper; period- 
ical: the Economic J~. 2 daily record of news, 
events, business accounts, etc. 
jour-nal-ese /,d33:no'li:z/, style of English 
used by some journalists. 
jour-nal-ism /-1zam/, work of writing for, 
editing or publishing journals. 
jour-nal-ist /-1st/, person engaged in journal- 
ism. 
jour-nal.-is-tic /,d33:na!listik/ adj 
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jour-ney /'d33:m/ п [С] (pi ~s) (distance 
travelled in) going to a place, esp a distant 
place: go ona~ round the world. в vi travel. 

jour-ney-man /'d33:nimon/ и [К] (p/ -men 
/-+mon/) skilled workman who works for a 
master (contrasted with an apprentice). 

joust /dzaust/ vi, п [С] (engage in a) fight on 
horseback with lances (as between knights in 
the Middle Ages). 

дома! /'dzsuvial/ adj (formal) full of fun and 
good humour; merry: ina~ mood. 
jov-ially /-ioli/ adv 
jov-ial-ity /,dzouvi'zloti/ п [СО] 

jow! /dzaul/ п [C] jaw; lower part of the face: а 
man witha heavy ~. 

joy /d301/ n 1 [U] deep pleasure; great glad- 
ness: / wish you ~. 2 [С] something that gives 
joy: the ~s and sorrows of life. 0 vi (poetic) 
rejoice: ~ ina fr end’s success. 
'joy-ride, (s/) ride in a car, esp at speed for 
fun and thrills. 
oy-stick, (s/) control lever on an aircraft. 
joy-ful /-fl/ adj filled with, showing, causing, 
joy. 
joy-fuily /-foli/ adj 
joy-ful-ness и [0] 
joy-less adj without joy; gloomy; sad: 
joy-ous /'d3o1as/ adj full of joy. 
joy-ous-ly ady 

ju-bi-lant /'dgu:bilont/ adj triumphant. 
ju-bi-lant-ly adv 

ju-bi-la-tion /,d3zu:br'leifn/ п [C,U] (instance 
of) expressing triumph. 

ju-bi-lee /'dzu:bili:/ п К} celebration of a 
special anniversary of some event, eg a wed- 
ding. 
‘diamond jubilee, 60th anniversary. 
‘golden jubilee, 50th anniversary. 
‘silver jubilee, 25th anniversary. 

Ju-da-ism /'dzu:deuzam US: -duzam/ п the 
religion of the Jewish people; their culture and 
social way of Не. 

judge’ /d3ad3/ п [С] 1 public officer with 
authority to hear and decide cases in a law 
court. 2 person who decides in a contest, com- 
petition, dispute, etc. 3 person qualified and 
able to give opinions on merits and values: a 
good ~ of horses. 

judge? /d3ad3/ vt,vi (present participle judg- 
ing) 1 act as a judge(1). 2 give a decision (ina 
competition, etc): Who is going to ~ the long- 
jump competition? 3 estimate; consider; form 
an opinion about: Judging from what you say, 
he ought to succeed. 

judge-ment (US, and GB legal judg. 
ment) /'d3adzmant/ n 1 [U] judging or being 
judged: sit in ~ оп a case, (in a law court); pass 
~ оп а prisoner, give a decision after trial. 2 
[C] decision of a judge or court: The ~ was in 
his favour. 3 [Ч] process of judging: an error of 
~.4[U] good sense; ability to judge(2,3): He 
showed excellent ~ in choosing a wife. 5 [С] 
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misfortune considered to be a punishment 
from God: Your failure is a ~~ on you for being 
so lazy. 6 [C,U] opinion: in the ~ of most 
people. 

Nudgement Day, the ,Day of '‘Judge- 
ment, the day when God will judge all men. 
ju-di-ca-ture /‘dzu:dikotfo(r)/ a 4 [U] 
administration of justice: the Supreme Court 
of Jr, full title of the English Courts of Jus- 

tice. 2[C] body of judges. 

ju-di-cial /dzu:'difl/ adj 1 of or Бу a court of 
justice; of a judge or of judgement: the ~ 
bench, the judges. 2 critical; impartial: а ~ 
mind. 
ju-di-cially /-fali/ adv 

ju-dici-ary /dzu:'difari US: -fieri/ п [К] (p/ 
-ies) 1 the judges of a State collectively. 2 the 
system of law courts in acountry. 

ju-di-cious /d3u:'difas/ adj (formal) showing 
or having good sense. 
ju-di-cious-ly adv 

judo /'dzu:dsu/ п [О] Japanese art of wrestling 
and self-defence in which an opponent’s own 
weight and strength are used against him. 

jug /dzag/ п [С] 1 deep vessel with a handle 
and lip: a'milk--~. 2 the contents of such a ves- 
sel: a~ of milk. 3 (sl) prison. ; 
jug-ful /-fol/, as much as a jug can hold. 

jug-ger-naut /'d3zagano:t/ и [С] 1 (fig) cause 
or belief to which persons sacrifice themselves: 
the ~ of war. 2 (informal) huge long-distance 
transport vehicle. 

juggle /'dzsgl/ vi,vt 1 do tricks, perform 
(with balls, plates, etc thrown into the air) to 
amuse people. 2 play tricks (with facts, ПВ 
ures, etc) to deceive people. 
jug-gler, person who juggles. 

jugu-lar /'dzagjulo(r)/ adj of the neck or 
throat: ~ veins. оп С] jugular vein. 

juice /dzu:s/ п [C,U] 1 fluid part of fruits, 
vegetables and meat: а glass of ‘orange ~. 2 
fluid in organs of the body: gastric ~s. > also 
stew. 3 (informal) electricity, petrol or other 
source of power. 

juicy /'dzu:s:/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 containing 
much juice: ~ oranges. 2 (informal) interesting 
(esp because scandalous, etc). 
juici-ness л [0] 

juke-box /'dzu:k boks/ п [С] coin-operated 
record-player in pubs, cafés, etc. 

July /dzu:'lai/ п seventh month of the vear, 
with 31 days. 

jumble /'dzambl/ vi,vt mix, be mixed, in a 
confused way: toys ~d up together in the cup- 
board. в п [С] muddle; confused mixture. 
'ljumble-sale, sale of a mixed collection of 
old or second-hand articles, usually for char- 
ity. 

jumbo /'dzambou/ adj unusually large: ~ 
Jets. 

jump! /dzamp/ и [С] 1 act of jumping. 2 sud- 
den movement caused by fear. 3 sudden rise in 
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amount, price, value, etc: а ~ т car exports. 
jumpy adj (-ier, -iest) excited and nervous. 

jump? /45лтр/ vi,vt 1 move quickly by the 
sudden use of the muscles of the legs or (of 
fish) the tail: ~ to one’s feet/over a fence. 2 
pass over by moving in this way: ~ a ditch; 
cause (a horse, etc) to move in this way: ~ a 
horse over a fence. 3 (fig) move, act, suddenly 
or aimlessly: ~ from one subject to another ina 
speech. jump down sb’‘s throat, answer, 
interrupt, him with sudden anger. 4 move with 
a jerk or jerks from excitement, joy, etc; start 
suddenly: ~ for joy; ~ up and down in excite- 
ment. 5 rise suddenly in price: Gold shares ~ed 
on the Stock Exchange yesterday. 6 spring on, 
attack: The thieves ~d him and stole his money. 
7 jump at, accept eagerly: ~ at an offer. 
jump to conclusions, reach them hastily. 
8 jump (one’s) bail, fail to surrender to 
one’s bail. jump the gun, start too soon. 
jump the queue, (fig) obtain something 
without waiting one’s turn. 

jumper /'djampa(r)/ п [С] 1 loose-fitting 
knitted clothing pulled on over the head and 
coming down to the hips. 2 person, animal or 
insect, that jumps. 

junc-tion /‘dzankJn/ n 1 [О] joining or being 
joined; [C] instance of this. 2 [C] place where 
roads, railway lines or sections of an electrical 
circuit meet or diverge. 

junc-ture /'dzanktfa(r)/ п [С] (formal) 1 
junction(1). 2 state of affairs, esp the phrase: 
at this juncture, at this time. 

June /d3u:n/ п sixth month of the year, with 
30 days. 

jungle /'dzangl/ п [С] (land covered with) 
thickly growing undergrowth and tangled 
vegetation: cut a path through the ~. the law 
of the jungle, (fig) ruthless competition or 
exploitation. 
jun-gly /'d3angli/ adj | 

jun-ior /'dzu:nia(r)/ п [С], adj 1 (person) 
younger, lower in rank, than another: He is 
my ~ by two years. Tom Brown, Junior (or 
abbr to Jun, Jnr or Jr), used of a son having 
the same first name as his father, or the young- 
er of two boys of the same surname in a 
school, etc. 2 (US) student in his third year (of 
four) at school or college. 


junk! /dzank/ п [U] old, discarded things of” 


little or no value: a'~ shop. 

junk? /dzank/ п [С] flat-bottomed Chinese 
sailing-vessel. 

junkie, junky /'dzanki/ п [С] (pl -ies) (s/) 
drug (esp heroin) addict. 

junta /'dganta US: 'hunta/ п [С] (p/ ~s) 1 (in 
Spain and Italy) deliberative or administrative 
council. 2 group of army officers who have 
seized power by acoup d’état. 

Jupi-ter /'dzu:pita(r)/ п 1 (ancient Rome) 
ruler of gods and men. 2 largest planet of the 
solar systein. 


ju-ridi-cal /d3zu'ridik!/ adj of law or legal 
proceedings. 

ju-ris-dic-tion — /,d3uoris'dikfn/ п [U] 
administration of justice; legal authority; 
right to exercise this; extent of this: This mat- 
ter does not come|fall within our ~, We have 
no authority to deal with it. 

ju-ris-pru-dence /,d3varis'pru:dans/ и [U] 
science and philosophy of human law. 

jur-ist /'dzvarist/ п [С] expert in law. 

juror /'dzuera(r)/ и [С] member of a jury. 

jury /'dzueri/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 body of persons 
(in US and GB twelve) who swear to give a 
true decision (a verdict) on issues of fact in a 
case in a court of justice: The ~ found the 
prisoner not guilty. 2 group of persons chosen 
to decide in a competition. 
'Wury-box, enclosure for a jury in court. 
Эигу-тап, = juror. 


just’ /dzast/ adj 1 fair; in accordance with 


what is right: а ~~ man; be ~ toa person. 2 well 
deserved; fairly earned: get/receive one’s ~ 
rewards. 3 reasonable; based on reasonable 
grounds: ~ suspicions. 

just-ly adv 


just? /dzast/ adv 1 (of an immediate past): 


(GB) Гуе ~ had dinner. (US) 1 ~ had dinner. 2 
exactly; precisely: /’5 ~ two o'clock. This is ~ 
what I wanted. J~ my luck! 3 just as (+ adj) 
as/so, (a) exactly as: Leave everything ~ as 
(tidy as) you find it. (b) when: He arrived ~ as 
I was leaving. (c) in the same way as: J~ as 
you hate Mr Green, so I dislike his wife. 4 ex- 
actly: ~ here/there. 5 more or less: Put it ~ 
over there, near that place. 6 at this, that very 
moment: We’re ~ off/going/about to start. 
just now, (a) at this moment: Гт busy ~ 
now. (b) a short time ago: Tom came in ~ 
now. 7 barely: We (only) ~ caught the train, al- 
most missed it. 8 (used informally, esp with 
imperatives, to call attention to something): 
Jw listen to him! J~ a moment, please. Please 
wait a moment. 9 only; merely: He’s ~ ап or- 
dinary man. Would you walk five miles ~ to see 
a film? I~ meant that... 10 (informai) abso!- 
utely: The concert was ~ splendid. | 


jus-tice /'dzastis/ n 1 [0] just conduct; the 


quality of being right and fair: treat all men 
with ~. 2[U] the law and its administration: а 
court of ~. 3 [С] judge of the Supreme Courts: 
the Lord Chief J~. 

Justice of the 'Реасе, magistrate. 
De,partment of 'Justice, (US) executive 
department, headed by the Attorney General, 
supervising internal security, naturalization, 
immigration, etc. 


jus-tify /'dzastifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 show that 


(a person, statement, act, etc) is right, reason- 
able or proper: You can hardly ~ such conduct. 
2 be a good reason for: Your wish to go for a 
walk cannot ~ leaving the baby alone in the 
house. | 
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jus-ti-fi-able /,d3asti'faisbl/ adj that can be 
justified. 
jus-ti-fi-ably /-abli/ adv 
jus-ti-fi-ca-tion /,d3zastifi'keifn/n[U] 

jut /d3at/ vi (-tt-) jut out, stand out from; be 
out of line (from what is around): The balcony 
~s out over the garden. 

jute /dzu:t/ п [0] fibre from the outer skin of 
certain plants, used for making canvas, rope, 
ete. 

ju-ven-ile /'dzu:vonail/ п [С] young person. о 
adj of, characteristic of, suitable for, juveniles: 
а ^^ court. 
juvenile de'linquency, law-breaking by 
young people. 
juvenile de'linquent, young offender. 

jux-ta-pose |,dzaksto'pouz/ vt place side by 
side. 
jux-ta-po-si-tion /,dzakstopa'zif{n/ n[U] 


Kk 


К, К /kei/ (p/ K's, k’s /ke1z/) the 11th letter of 
the English alphabet. 

ka-leido-scope /ks'laideskoup/ и [С] 1 
tube containing mirrors and smail, loose 
pieces of coloured glass, turned to produce 
changing patterns. 2 (fig) frequently changing 
pattern of bright scenes: a ~ of colour in the 
landscape. 
ka-leido-scopic /ko,la:da'sk ppik/ adj 

kan-ga-roo |,kengo'ru:/ n-[C] Australian 
animal that jumps along on its large back legs. 
The femaie has a pouch in which its young are 
carried. 
kangaroo court, one set up without auth- 
ority by workers, prisoners, etc to try someone 
whom they consider to have acted ива 
their interests. 

kao-lin /‘kesalin/ п [U] fine white clay used in 
making porcelain, etc. 

ka-pok /'keipok/ п [U] soft material like cot- 
ton, used for filling cushions, etc. 

karat /'kerat/ = carat. 

ka-rate /Кота:и/ и [9] Japanese method of 
unarmed combat using blows made with the 
sides of the hands, foot; head or elbow. 

karma /'ka:mo/ п [С] (in Buddhism) person’s 
acts in one of his successive existences, looked 
on as deciding his fate in his next existence. 

kayak /'kaiek/ п [С] 1 Eskimo canoe of light 
wood covered with sealskins. 2 any rigid, 
canvas-covered canoe. 

ke-bab /ko'beb/ п [С] dish of small pieces of 
meat, seasoned and roasted on skewers. 

ked-geree /'ked3ori:/ п [U] rice cooked with 
fish, eggs, etc. 


jut/keep. 


keel /ki:l/ п [С] timber or steel structure on 
which the framework of a ship is built up. on 
an even keel, steady. с vi,vi 1 turn (a ship) 
over on one side to repair it, etc. 2 kee/ over, 
capsize; upset; (of persons) collapse. 

keen /ki:n/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (of points and 
edges) sharp: a knife with a ~ edge. 2 (fig) 
sharp: a~ (= cutting) wind. 3 (of interest, the 
feelings) strong; deep: He has a ~ interest in 
his work. 4 (of the mind, the senses) active; 
sensitive: ~ eyesight. 5 (of persons, their cha- 
racter, etc) eager; anxious to do things: a ~ 
sportsman. (> mustard. keen on, (informal!) 
enthusiastic about: ~ on going abroad. 
keen-ly adv 
keen-ness n[U] 

keep’ /ki:p/ уг, уг (pt,pp kept /kept/) (For idio- 
matic uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions, > 18 below. For keep and nouns 
noi given here, > the noun entries, eg keep 
pace|step (with) sb, keep time, keep watch.) 1 
cause to remain in a specified state or position: 
~ the children quiet/happy. The cold weather 
kept us indoors. keep an eye on, (informal) 
watch over closely: Please ~ an eye on the 
baby. keep sth in mind, > mind‘(1). 2 
cause a process or state to continue: ~ a per- 
son waiting. Please ~ the fire burning. 3 keep 
sb/sth from doing sth, prevent him/it: 
What kept you (from joining me)? 4 keep sth 
(back) from, (a) not let others know about 
it: She can ~ nothing (back) from her friends. 
(b) refuse to give; withhold: They ~ back £3 a 
month from my salary for National Insurance. 
keep sth to oneself, (a) not express, eg 
comments, views, etc: You may ~/K~ your re- 
marks to yourself, 1 don’t want to hear them. 
(b) refuse to share: He kept the good news to 
himself. keep a secret, © secret. 5 pay 
proper respect to; be faithful to; observe; ful- 
fil: ~ а promise/a treaty/an appointment/the 
law. 6 celebrate: ~ Christmas/one’s birthday. 
7 guard; protect: ~ goal. > goalkeeper. 8 
continue to have; have in one’s possession and 
not give away: K~ the change, ie from money 
offered in payment. Please ~ these things for 
me while Гт away. 9 support; take care of; 
provide what is needed for; maintain: Does he 
earn enough to ~ himself and his family? 10 
have habitually on sale or in stock: ‘Do you sell 
batteries for transistor sets? —‘Sorry, but we 
don’t ~ them’. 11 keep house, be respons- 
ible for the housework, cooking, shopping, 
etc. > housekeeper. 12 own or manage, esp 
for profit: ~ hens; ~ a shop. 13 make entries 
in, records of: ~ a diary. & book-keeper. 14 
continue to be, remain, in a specified condi- 
tion: Please ~ quiet! I hope you're ~ing well. 
keep fit, (do physical exercise to) remain ‘in 
good health. 15 continue in a particular direc- 
tion; remain in a particular relationship to a 
place, etc: K~ straight on until you get to the 


keep /key 


church. Traffic in Britain ~s (to the) left. 16 
continue doing something: K~ smiling! Why 
does she ~ (on) giggling? keep going. not 
stop; not give up: This is exhausting work, but I 
manage to ~ going. keep pace (with), > 
pace(2). 17 (of food) remain in good condi- 
tion: Will this meat ~ till tomorrow? 

18 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 

keep at sth, continue to work at it: K~ at it! 
Don’t give up! 

keep away (from). avoid, prevent coming 
or going near (to): K~ away from the edge. 
keep back (from), remain in the rear, at 
the back. keep $6 back, prevent him from 
advancing. keep sth back, © 4 above. 
keep sb down, Бо him under (esp govern- 
ment) control (often unjustly). keep sth 
down, (a) control: He couldn't ~ down his 
anger. (b) limit: We must ~ costs down. 

keep from, refuse to share: He kept the news 
from his friends. > also 3 above. 

keep in with sb, remain on good terms 
with, continue to be friendly with: You must ~ 
in with your customers, have and go on having 
their goodwiill. 

keep off, remain at a distance; not come: if 
the rain ~s off, if it doesn’t start to rain. keep 
off sth, refrain from: Please ~ off that sub- 
ject, say nothing about it. keep sb/sth off, 
hold, cause to remain, at a distance: K~ your 
hands off, Don’t touch it, me, etc. 

keep on (doing sth), continue; persist: ~ 
on (working) although one is tired. > also 16 
above. keep sth on, continue to wear: ГИ ^ 
my coat on. keep sb on, continue to employ 
him. keep on at sb, worry with repeated 
complaints, questions, etc. 

keep out (of), remain outside: Danger! K~ 
out! K~ out of their quarrels, Don’t get involv- 
ed in them. keep sb/sth out (of), prevent 
from entering: K~ that dog out of the kitchen. 
keep to sth, (a) do what one has agreed to 
do: He always ~s to his promises. (b) limit 
oneself to: ~ to the subject. keep (опезе!) 
to one'self, avoid meeting people. 

keep up (with), go at the same pace or 
speed as: Harry couldn't ~ up with the class. I 
can’t ~ up with you, walk as fast as you. keep 
sb up, delay a person from going to bed. 
keep sth up, (a) prevent from sinking or 
getting low: K~ your chin up! Cheer up, have 
courage, etc. (№) observe: ~ up old customs. 
(с) continue: They kept up the attack ай day. 
(d) maintain in proper condition: How much 
does it cost you to ~ up your large house and 
garden? keep it up, continue without siow- 
ing down: He works far too hard, he’ ll never be 
able 10 ~ it up. 

keep? /ki:p/ n 1 [0] (food needed for) sup- 
port: The dog doesn’t earn his ~, is not worth 
the cost of keeping him. 2 [C] (in olden times) 
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tower of a fortress, etc: the castle ~. 3 for 
keeps, (s/) permanently. 

keeper /'ki:pa(r)/ п [С] 1 guard, eg a person 
who looks after animals in a zoo. 2 (in com- 
pounds) person with special duties: 'park-~; 
'goal~ ; 'shop~ ; ‘house~. 

keep-ing /Кгрш/ и [0] 1 care. in safe 
keeping. being kept carefully. 2 (in verbal 
senses Of keep(12): the ~ of bees; 'bee-~. 3 
agreement: His actions are not in ~ with his 
promises. 

keep-sake /'ki:pseik/ и [С] something kept 
in memory of the giver. 

keg /Кед/ п [С] small barrel, usually of less 
than 10 gallons: a~ of brandy. 

ken-nel /'kenl/ п [С] 1 hut to shelter a dog. 2 
(establishment for a) pack of hounds. 3 place 
where dogs are cared for, eg during quaran- 
tine. с vt,vi (-ll-, US also -l-) put, keep, live, in 
a kennel. 

kept /kept/ O keep'. 

kerb (also curb) /k3:b/ п [С] stone edging toa 
raised path or pavement. 

'‘kerb-stone, stone forming a part of this. 

ker-nel /'ks:nl/ п [С] 1 softer, inner part of a 
nut or fruit-stone. 2 part of a seed, eg a grain 
of wheat, within the husk. 3 (fiz) central or im- 
portant part of a subject, problem, etc. 

kero-sene /'kerasi:n/n[U] paraffin oil. 

kes-trel /'kestral/[C] kind of small hawk. 
ketch.-up /'ketfap/ п [U] sauce made from 
tomato juice. 

kettle /Кей/ и [С] metal vessel with a lid, 
spout and handle, for boiling water. > 
pot'(2). 

kettle-drum /'ketldram/ п [С] drum shaped 
like a hemisphere with parchment over the 
top. 

Кеу! /ki:/ и [С] 1 metal instrument for moving 
the bolt of a lock. 2 instrument for winding a 
clock or a watch by tightening the spring. 3 
(fig) something that provides an answer (io а. 
problem or mystery). 4 set of answers to exer- 
cises or problems; translation from a foreign 
language. 5 operating part (lever or button) of 
a typewriter, piano, organ, flute, etc pressed 
down by a finger. 6 winged fruit of some trees, 
eg the ash and elm. 7 (music) scale of notes de- 
finitely related to each other and based on a 
particular note called the 'key-note: the ~ of C 
major. 8 (fig) tone or style of thought or-ex- 
pression: in a minor ~. sadly. in a low key, 
= low-keyed. 9 (also used as an adjective) 
place which, from its position, gives control of 
a route or area: a ~ position. 10 (as an adjec- 
tive) ~ industry, one essential to the carrying 
on of others; a ~ man, one essential to the 
work of others. 

‘key-board, row of keys(5) (on a piano, 
typewriter, etc). 

‘key-hole, hole (in a door, etc) fora key. 
Кеу-поте, (a) note on which a key(7) is 
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based. (b) (fig) most important attitude ог 
idea: The ~note of the Minister's speech was 
the need for higher productivity. 
'key-ring, ring on which to keep keys. 

key? /ki:/ vt key up. (fig) stimulate or, excite 
raise the standard of (a person, his activity, 
etc): The crowd was ~ed up for the football 
match. 

key? /ki:/ п [С] low island or reef, esp off the 
coasts of Florida, W Indies. 

key-stone /'ki:stoun/ п [С] 1 stone at the top 
of an arch locking the others into position. 2 
(fig) central principle on which everything 
depends. 

khaki /‘ka:k:/ п [0], adj (cloth, military uni- 
form, of a) dull yellowish-brown. 

kha-lif /'keilif/n = caliph. 
kha-lif-ate /‘kzlifert/n = caliphate. 

kick!’ /kik/ п [С] 1 act of kicking: The bruise 
was caused bya~. The ~ of an old rifle. 2 (in- 
formal) thrill of pleasure or excitement: He 
gets a big ~ out of motor-racing. 3 [U] 
strength: He has no ~ left in him, is exhausted. 
'kick-back, (s/) payment made to a person 
who has helped one to make money. 
i|kick-'start(er), lever on a motor-bike, etc 
used to start the engine. 

kick? /kik/ vt,vi 1 hit with the foot; move the 
foot: ~ a ball; ~ а hole т the door. kick the 
bucket, (51) die. 2 (of a gun) jolt, recoil when 
fired: This old rifle ~s badly. 3 kick 
against/at, show annoyance; protest: He 
~ed atlagainst the treatment he was receiving. 
kick off, (football) start the game. Hence, 
‘kick-off n [С]. kick up а fuss/row., etc, 
(informal) cause a disturbance, eg by protest- 
ing strongly. 

kid" /kid/ n 1 К] young goat. 2 [U] leather 
made from skin of this: ~ gloves. handle sb 
with kid gloves. (fiz) deal with him gently. 
3 (sl) child. 4(US s/) young person. 
kiddy п [С] (р! -dies) (s/) child. 

Kid? /kid/ уг (-dd-) (s/) deceive: You’re ~ding 
(me)! 

kid-nap /'kidnzp/ у! (-рр-, US -p-) steal (a 
child) (esp in order to obtain a ransom). 
kid-nap-per, person who kidnaps. 

kid-ney /'kidni/ п [С] (p/ ~s) one of a pair of 
organs im the abdomen that separate urine 
from the blood; kidney of sheep, cattle, etc as 
food: ~ soup. 
kidney 'bean, (plant witb a pod containing) 
reddish-brown kidney-shaped bean. 
‘kidney machine, one which does the work 
of diseased kidneys. 

kill /kil/ vt,vi 1 put to death; cause the death 
of: ~ animals for food. КИ sb/sth off, get 
rid of: The frost ~ed off -most of the insect 
pests. и ‘tiene, find ways of passing the time 
without being bored, eg when waiting for a 
train. 2 neutralize, make ineffective, by con- 
trast: That floral carpet ~s the effect of your 
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curtains. 3 cause the failure or defeat of: ~ a 
proposal. 4 overwhelm with admiration; im- 
press deeply: ~ her with kindness. о п (sing 
only) act of killing, esp in hunting. 
'kill-joy, person who makes sad those who 
are enjoying themselves. 
killer, person who, that which, kills. 
kill-ing adj (dated informal) (a) amusing: а 
~ing joke. (b) exhausting: а ~ing experience. 
ол make a killing, be extraordinarily suc- 
cessful (in making money). 
kill-ing-ly adv 

kiln /'kiln/ п К] furnace or oven for burning, 
baking or drying, esp ‘brick-~, for baking 
bricks, 'hop-~, for drying hops. 

kilo /'ki:lou/ п [К] (pl ~s) abbr of kilogram. 

kilo- prefix 1000. 

kilo-cycle /'kilesaik!/ п [С] unit of frequency 
of vibration, used of radio waves. 

kilo-gram(me) /'kilogrem/ n К} 1000 

es. 

kilo-litre /'kiloli:to(r)/ 2 [С] 1000 litres. 

kilo-metre (US = -meter) /'kilomi:to(r) 
US also GB: k1'lomitar/ п [С] 1000 metres. 

kilo-watt /'kilowot/ п К] 1000 watts. 

kilt /kilt/ 2 [С] pleated skirt, usually of tartan 
cloth, worn as part of male dress in the Scott- 
ish Highlands; similar skirt worn by women 
and children. 

kim-ono /ki'msunou US: -na/ и [С] (pi ~s) 1 
wide-sleeved, long, flowing gown, characteris- 
tic of Japanese traditional costume. 2 similar 
style of loose dress worn as a dressing-gown. 

kin /kin/ n (used collectively) family; relations. 
next of kin, nearest relation(s). 

kind! /kaind/ adj (-er, -est) having, showing, 
thoughtfulness, sympathy or love for others: 
be ~ to animals. It was ~ of you to help us. 
ikind-'hearted adj being kind; showing 
kindness. 
kind-ly adv (a) in a kind manner: treat her/ 
speak ~ly. (b) (used in polite formulas) Will 
you ~ly tell me the time? (с) naturally; easily: 
He doesn’t take ~ly to being cheated. 
kind-ness n (a) [U] kind nature; being kind: 
do something out of ~ness. (b) [С] do sha 
kindness, perform a kind act: He has done 
me many ~nesses. & milk"(1). 

kind? /kaind/ п [C] 1 race, natural group, of 
animals, plants, etc: ynan'~. 2 class, sort or 
variety: What ~ of tree is this? nothing of 
the kind, not at all like it. of a kind, (a) of 
the same kind: two of a~. (b) scarcely deserv- 
ing the name: They gave us coffee ofa~.a 
kind of ..., (ased when there 15 uncertainty): / 
had а ~ of suspicion (= 1 vaguely suspected) 
that he was cheating. 3 [U] nature; character. 
They differ in degree but not in~. 4 т kind, 
(a) (of payment) in goods or natural produce, 
not m money: benefits in ~, benefits other 
than wages or salary, eg the right to buy at 
cost price. (№) (fig) in the same manner: repay 
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abuse in~. 

kin-der-gar-ten /'kindoga:tn/ n [С] school 
for children below five years old. 

kindle /'kindl/ vt,vi 1 (cause to) catch fire or 
burst into flames or flaming colour: The 
sparks ~d the dry wood. 2 rouse, be roused, to 
a state of strong feeling, interest, etc: kindling 
the interest of an audience. 

kind-ly' /'kaindli/ adj (-ier, -iest) friendly: 
give ~ advice. 

kind.-ly? /'kaindli/ adv © kind". 

kin-dred /'kindrid/ п (sing only) 1 [U] rela- 
tionship by birth between persons: claim ~ 
with a person. 2 (used with a pl verb) (rare) all 
one’s relatives. о adj 1 related; having a com- 
mon source: ~ languages, eg English and 
Dutch. 2 a kindred spirit, person whom 
one feels to be congenial, sympathetic. 

kin-etic /kai'netik/ adj of, relating to, pro- 
duced by, motion. 
ikinetic 'energy, energy of a moving body 
because of its motion. 
kin-etics п [U] (used with a sing verb) science 
of the relations between the motions of bodies 
and the forces acting on them. 

king /Кш/л [С] 1 male sovereign ruler. turn 
King’s/Queen’‘s evidence, (of one who 
has shared in a crime) give evidence against 
accomplices (often in order to escape punish- 
ment). 2 person of great influence: an 'oil ~. 3 
(chess) principal piece. 4 (playing-cards) 
court-card with a picture of a king: the ~ of 
spades. 5 largest variety of a species; most 
prominent member of a group, category, etc: 
the ~ of beasts, the lion; the ~ of the forest, the 
oak. 
King’s/Queen’s Bench, © bench. 
King’s/Queen’s Counsel, (abbr KC, 
QC) barrister appointed to act for the State. 
'king-fisher, small brightly-coloured bird 
feeding on fish in rivers, etc. 
'‘king-pin, (a) vertical bolt used as a pivot. 
(b) (fig) indispensable or essential person or 
thing. 
‘king-size adj extra large: [ prefer ~-size 
cigarettes. 
'king-like, king-ly adj of, like, suitable for, a 
king. 
king-ship, state, office, of a king. 

king-dom /'kindom/ n[C]1 country ruled by 
a king or a queen: the United K~. 2 the spiri- 
tual reign of God: Thy K~ come, May the rule 
of God be established. 3 any one of the three 
divisions of tlhe natural world: the animal, 
vegetable and mineral ~s. 4 realm or province: 
the ~ of thought, the mind. 

kink /kink/ п [С] 1 twist in a length of wire, 
pipe, cord, etc such as may cause a break or 
obstruction. 2 (fig) something abnormal in a 
person’s way of thinking. о vt,vi make, form, а 
kink: This hosepipe ~s easily. 
kinky adj (ier, -iest) (informal) eccentric; 
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perverted. 

kins-folk /'kinzfauk/ n p/ relations by blood. 

kin-ship /‘kmfip/ п [0] relationship by 
blood; similarity in character. 

kins-man /‘kinzmon/ я [С] (p/ -men) (old 
use) male relative. 

kins-woman_ /'kinzwumon/ п [С] (pi 
-women) (old use) female relative. 

kiosk /'ki:osk/ n {C] 1 small open-fronted 
structure for the sale of newspapers, sweets, 
cigarettes, etc. 2 small booth for a public tele- 
phone. 

kip /kip/ (СВ sl) sleep: have a~. а vi (-pp-) 
go to bed; sleep: time to~ down. 

kip-per /'kipa(r)/ п [С] salted herring, dried 
or smoked. 

kirk /Кз:К/ п [С] (Scot) church. 

kiss /kis/ vt,vi touch with the lips to show af- 
fection or as a greeting: ~ the children good- 
night. оп [С] touch, caress, given with the lips. 
kiss of death, (fiz) (informal) action, etc 
with disastrous consequences. 
kiss of life, breathing air into the mouth, eg 
of a person rescued from drowning. 
kisser, (s/) mouth. 

kit /kit/ n 1 (used collectively) all the equip- 
ment (esp clothing) of a soldier, sailor or 
traveller: '~ inspection, examination of kit by 
an officer to see that it is complete, etc. 2 [C] 
equipment needed by a workman for his 
trade: a plumber’s ~. 3 [C,U] outfit or equip- 
ment needed for sport or some other special 
purpose: 'skiing ~; a sur'vival ~, articles to be 
used by a person in distress, eg a pilot who has 
come down in a desert or jungle. с у! (-tt-) kit 
out/up (with sth), fit out, be fitted out, 
with a kit. 
'kit-bag, long canvas bag in which kit(1) is 
carried. 

kit-chen /‘kitfin/ п [С] room in which meals 
are cooked or prepared, and for other forms 
of housework. 
ikitchen-'sink, = sink'(1). 
'kitchen-maid, employed to help in a kit- 
chen, usually to help the cook. 
‘kitchen unit, combined kitchen equip- 
ment, eg a sink and a storage cabinet. 

kit-chen-ette /,kit{i'net/ п [С] tiny room or 
alcove used as a kitchen (esp in a small flat). 

kite /kait/ п [С] 1 bird of prey of the hawk 
family. 2 framework of wood, etc covered 
with paper or cloth, made to fly in the wind at 
the end of a long string or wire. 

kith /k10/ п (only in) kith and kin, friends 
and relations. 

kit-ten /'kitn/(C] young cat. 

kitty! ЛК п [С] (p/ -ies) playful name for a 
kitten. 

kitty? /'kiti/ п [С] (pl -ies) 1 (in some card- 
games) money to be played for. 2 (informal) 
any combined fund, eg of savings. 

kiwi /'ki:wi:/ п [С] New Zealand bird with 


341 klaxon/knock 


undeveloped wings. 

klaxon /'kleksan/ я [С] powerful electric 
horn for a motor-car. 

klep-to-mania /,klepto'meinia/ и [U] irre- 
sistible wish to steal, not necessarily from 
poverty. 
klep-to-maniac /-nizk/, person with klep- 
tomania. 

knack /nzk/ п [С] (rarely p/) cleverness (in- 
tuitive or acquired through practice) enabling 
one to do something skilfully: /¢’s quite easy 
when you have]get the ~ of it. 

knacker /'nzka(r)/ и [C] 1 person who buys 
and slaughters useless horses (to sell the meat 
and hides). 2 person who buys and breaks up 
old houses, ships, etc for the materials in them. 

knap-sack /'‘nzpsek/ п [С] canvas, nylon or 
leather bag, strapped to the back and used (by 
soldiers, travellers) for carrying things. 

knave /пегу/ и [С] 1 (old use) dishonest man. 
2 (also Jack) (playing-cards) court-card be- 
tween 10 and Queen in value: the ~ of hearts. 
knav-ery /‘neivari/ и [СУ] 

knead /ni:d/ yt 1 make (flour and water) into 
a firm paste (dough) by working with the 
hands; do this with wet clay; make (bread, 
pots) in this way. 2 massage (muscles, etc) as if 
making dough. 

knee /ni:/ и [С] 1 joint between the thigh and 
the lower part of the leg in man; correspond- 
ing part in animals. be on/go (down) on 
one’s knees, be kneeling/kneel down (to 
pray, or in submission). bring sb to his 
knees, force him to submit. 2 part of an ar- 
ticle of clothing covering the knees: the ~s of a 
pair of trousers. 
'‘knee-breeches /britf1z/ п pi breeches 
reaching down to or just below the knees. 
'‘knee-cap, flat, movable bone at the front of 
the knee. 
jknee-'deep adj, adv so deep as to reach the 
knees: The water was ~-deep. 

kneel /ni:!/ vi (pt,pp knelt /nelt/) go down on 
the knees; rest on the knees: Everyone knelt in 
prayer. 

knell /nel/ n (sing with a or the) sound of a 
bell, esp for a death or at a funeral. 

knelt /nelt/ > kneel. 

knew /nju: US: nu:/ © know", 

knicker-bock-ers /'nikabpkoez/ п р/ loose 
wide breeches gathered in below the knees. 

knickers /'nikoz/ и p/ 1 (informal) knicker- 
bockers. 2 = panties. 

knick-knack /'nik nek/ и [С] small orna- 
ment, piece of jewellery, article of dress, etc. 

knife /naif/ я [С] (p/ knives /natvz/) sharp 
blade with a handle, used as a cutting instru- 
ment or as a weapon: a'table ~, used for food 
at table; a'pocket ~, one with hinged blade(s). 
get one’s knife into sb, have the wish to 
harm him. o vt stab (a person) with a knife. 
'‘knife-edge, cutting edge of a knife. on a 


knife-edge, (of an important outcome, ге- 
sult, etc) extremely uncertain. 

knight /nait/ л [С] 1 (in the Middle Ages) 
man, usually of noble birth, raised to honour- 
able military rank. 2 (modern use) man on 
whom a title or honour is conferred (lower 
than that of baronet) as a reward for services 
to the State or to a political party. (Note: The 
title Sir is used before Christian name and sur- 
name, as Sir James Hill). 3 (chess) piece witha 
horse’s head. o vt make (a person) a 
knight(2). 
Iknight-hood п (a) [U] rank, character or 
dignity of a knight; [C] (used after confer): The 
Queen conferred ~hoods on two bankers. (b) 
[9] knights collectively: the ~hocd of France. 
knight-ly adj chivalrous; brave and gentle. 

knit /nit/ vt,vi (pt,pp ~ted or ~; -tt-) 1 make 
(an article of clothing, etc) by looping wool, 
etc on long needles: She often ~s while read- 
ing. 2 unite firmly or closely: The two families 
are ~ together by common interests. knit the 
brows, frown. 
knit-ter, person who knits. 
knit-ting, (a) action of a person who knits. 
(6) material being knitted. 
‘knit-ting-machine, machine that knits. 
Iknit-ting-needle, long slender rod of steel, 
wood, etc used to knit. 
‘knit-wear, /-weoa(r)/, (trade use) knitted 
clothes. 

knives /naivz/ > knife. 

knob /поб/ л [С] 1 round handle of a door, 
drawer, etc. 2 (informa!) control, eg of a radio, 
television set, etc. 3 round swelling or mass on 
the surface of eg a tree trunk. 
knob-bly /'nobli/ adj (-ier, -iest) having 
knobs(3): ~dly knees. 

knock’ /поК/ и [С] 1 (short, sharp sound of a) 
blow: He got a nasty ~ on the head when he 
fell. [hearda~ at the door. 2 sound of knock- 
ing in a petrol engine. & knock?(3). 3 (50 
criticism; insult; financial loss: He’s taken a 
bad ~, had an unfortunate experience. 
knocker, person or thing that knocks, esp a 
hinged metal device on a door. 

knock? /поК/ vt,vi1 hit; strike; cause to be (in 
a certain state) by hitting; make by hitting: 
Someone is ~ing at the door. He ~ed the bot- 
tom out of the box. He ~ed (= accidently hit) 
his head onjagainst the wall. > shape'(1). 2 
(s/) surprise; shock: / was ~ed flat by her news. 
3 (of a petrol engine) make a tapping or 
thumping noise. 4 (s/) criticize unfavourably: 
Why must you always ~ British products? 
5 (uses with adverbial particles and preposi- 
tions): 
knock sti back, (s/) drink (quickly): ~ 
back a pint of beer. 
knock sb down, strike to the ground or 
floor: He was ~ed down by a bus. knock sth 
down, (a) demolish: These old houses are to 
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knoll /label 


be ~ed down. (b) take to pieces: The machines 
will be ~ed down before being packed for ship- 
ment. (c) lower (a price): He ~ed down the 

- price by ten per cent. | 
knock sth in, strike so that и goes in: ~ та 
nail. 
knock off (work), stop work. knock sth 
off, (a) deduct: ГИ ~ 50р off the price. (b) 
compose or finish rapidly: ~ off an article. (с) 
(s/) break into, rob: ~~ off a bank. 
knock sb out. (a) (boxing) strike (an op- 
ponent) so that he cannot rise to his feet for 
the count. (b) (fig) shock: She was ~ed out by 
the news. 
knock (things) together, make roughly 
or hastily: The bookshelves had obviously been 
~ed together. 
knock sb up, (GB informal) waken him by 
knocking at his door, etc. knock sth up, (a) 
arrange, put together quickly: ~ up a meal. 
(b) score (runs) at cricket. 
‘knock-down adj (of prices, eg at an auc- 
tion) lowest at which goods are to be sold. 
iknock-'kneed adj having legs curved so 
that the knees touch when walking. 
‘knock out adj, п [C] (a) (abbr KO) (blow) 
that knocks a boxer out. (b) (in a tournament 
or competition) round for eliminating weaker 
competitors. (c) impressive or attractive (per- 
son, thing): /sn’t she a ~ out! (d) (sl) drug, etc 
which induces sleep or unconsciousness: ~ 
out pills. 

knoll /noul/ п [С] small hill. 

knot /not/ 1 [С] 1 parts of one or more pieces 
of string, rope, etc twisted together to make a 
fastening: tie/makea~. 2 (fig) something that 
ties together: the 'marriage-~. 3 piece of rib- 
bon, etc twisted and tied as an ornament. 4 
difficulty; hard problem. 5 hard lump in wood 
where a branch grew out from a bough or 


trunk. 6 group of persons or things: People - 


were standing about in ~s, anxiously waiting 
for news. 7 measure of speed for ships, one 
nautical mile per hour. с vt,vi (-tt-) make a 
knot in; tie with knots: ~ two ropes together. 
‘knot-hole, hole (in a board) from which a 
-knot(5) has come out. 
knotty adj (-ier, -iest) full of knots(1,5). a 
knotty problem, one that is difficult to 
solve. 
know’ /nov/ vi,vi (pt knew /nju: US: nu:/, рр 
~n /пэоп/) 1 have in the mind as the result of 
experience or of being informed, or because 
one has learned: Every child ~s that two and 
two make four. Do you ~ how to play chess? 
There’s no ~ing (= It is impossible to know) 
when we Shall meet again. At your age you 
should ~ better, be more sensible. 2 be ac- 
quainted with (a person): Do you~ Mr Hill? I 
~ Mr White by sight but have never spoken to 
him. They’ re twins and it’s almost impossible to 
~ one from the other. not know sb from 
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Adam, >> Adam. 3 have personai experience 
of: He’s ~n better days, has not always been so 
poor, etc. 4 be able to recognize: He ~s a good 
drama when he sees one. know the ropes/a 
thing or two, have relevant experience. 5 
know about/of, have information concern- 
ing; be aware of: / knew about that last week. 
> also mind'(2). 

'know-all, person who claims to know 
everything about a subject, etc. 

iknow-how, knowledge of methods: prac- 
tical ability through experience. 

know? /nou/ и (only in) in the know, (infor- 
mal) having information not shared by all or 
not available to all. 

know:ing /'nauin/ adj cunning; having, 
showing that one has, intelligence, sharp wits, 
etc: ~ looks. 
know-ing-ly adv (a) intentionally: / didn’! 
hurt her ~ly. (b) in a knowing way: /ook ~ly 
at somebody. 

knowl-edge /'nvlid3/ п [U] 1 understand- 
ing: A baby has no ~ of good and evil. 2 fami- 
larity gained by experience; range of informa- 
tion: My ~ of French is poor. It has come to my 
~ (= I have been informed) that you have 
been spreading gossip about me. To the best of 
my ~ (= As far as I know) he is honest and 
reliable. 
knowl-edge-able /-5Ы/ adj having much 
knowledge. ; 

knuckle /'nakl/[C]1 bone ata finger-joint. 
2 (in animals) knee-joint, or part joining leg to 
foot (esp as food). о vi knuckle 'down to, 
(of a task, etc) apply oneself earnestly. 
knuckle 'under, submit, yield. 

ko-ala /kou'a:la/ п [С] Australian tree- 
climbing mammal, like a small bear. 

Ко-гап /ks'ra:n US: kou'ren/ и sacred book 
containing the Prophet Muhammad’s oral 
revelations. 

Ko-ranic /ka'renik/ adj 

ko-sher /'koufa(r)/ adj fulfilling the require- 
ments of Jewish dietary law. 

kow-tow /,kau'tau/ vi show great humility. 


LI 


Е, I /el/ (p/ L's I's /elz/) 1 the 12th letter of the 
English alphabet. 2 the Roman numeral 50. 

lab /leb/ и [С] (informal) (abbr of) laboratory. 

label /'leibi/ я [С] 1 piece of paper, cloth, 
metal, wood or other material used for de- 
scribing what something 1s, where it 1$ to go, 
etc: put ~s on one’s luggage. 2 short word or 
phrase describing a person or thing: the ~ of 
thief. 3 (informal) trade name. с vt (-Н-, US 
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-|-) 1 put a label on: properly ~led luggage. 2 

give a label(2) to: ~/ed as untrustworthy. 
la-bial /'le1biol/ adj of, made with, the lips: ~ 

sounds, eg m, p, b. 
la-bor /‘lerba(r)/ n (US) = labour. 

lab-ora-tory /ls'boratri1 US: ‘lebrato:ri/ я 
iC] (p/ -ies) room, building, for scientific ex- 
periments, research, etc. © language labora- 
tory. 

la-bori-ous /lo'bo:ries/ adj 1 (of work, etc) 
requiring great effort: a ~ task. 2 showing 
signs of great effort: a ~ style of writing. 3 (of 
persons) hard-working. 
fa-bori-ous-ly adv 

la-bour (US = la-bor) /'leiba(r)/ 1 1 [U] bo- 
dily or mental work: manual ~. 2 [С] task; 
piece of work. a fabour of love, task gladly 
undertaken (eg one for the good of a person 
one loves). 3[U] workers as aclass (contrasted 
with the owners of capital, etc): skilled and 
unskilled ~. 4 [Ч] process of childbirth: a 
woman т ~. vi,vt ‘1 work; try hard: ~ in the 
cause of peace. 2 move, breathe, slowly and 
with difficulty: The oid man ~ed up the hill- 
side. 3 labour under, be the victim of, suffer 
because of: ~ under the disadvantage of being 
poor. 4 deal with at great length: There’s no 
need to ~ the point. 
jhard ‘abour, hard physical work (done by 
criminals as a punishment). 

Yabour leader, top official of the Labour 
Party or a trade union. 

the 'Labour Party, (СВ) one of the main 
political parties, representing socialist opinion. 
Labour re'lations, relations(4) between 
labour(3) and employers. 

abour-saving adj reducing the amount of 
physical work needed. 

_la-boured (US = la-bored) adj (a) slow 
and troublesome: ~ed breathing. (b) not easy 
or natural; showing too much effort: a ~ed 
style of writing. 
la-bourer (US = ia-borer), man who per- 
forms heavy unskilled work: farm ~ers. 

la-bur-num /lo'bs:nam/ п [С] (p/ ~s) small 
tree with yellow flowers that hang down. 

lab-yr-inth /‘leborin8/ п [С] 1 network of 
winding paths, roads, etc difficult to get 
through. 2 (fig) similar confused state. 
lab-yr-in-thine /,!2ba'rinOain US: -O1n/ adj 

lace /leis/ n 1 [0] delicate material with the 
threads making patterns: a ~ coilar. 2 [С] 
string or cord put through small holes in 
shoes, etc to fasten edges together: 'shoe~s. o 
vt,vi 1 fasten or tighten with laces(2): lacing 
(up) one’s shoes. 2 put (a lace) (through holes). 
3 face with, flavour or strengthen (a drink) 
(with an alcoholic spirit): milk ~d with rum. 

lac-er-ate /‘lesoreit/ vt (formal) 1 tear (the 
flesh). 2 (fig) hurt the feelings. 
lac-er-ation /lzsa'reifnj n [C,U} 

lack /lzk/ vt,vi 1 be without; not have; have 
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less than enough of: He’s ~ing in| He ~s cour- 
age. 2 be Jacking, be in short supply, not be 
available: Money was ~ing to complete the 
building. 3 lack for, (formal) need: They ~ed 
for nothing, had everything they wanted. on 
[О] want, need, shortage: ~ of water. 

lacka-daisi-cal /,leko'deizikl/ adj appear- 
ing tired, unenthusiastic. 
lacka-daisi-cally /-kli/ adv 

la-conic /la'konik/ adj (formal) using, 
expressed in, few words: а ~ person/reply. 
la-coni-cally /-kli/ adv | 

lac-quer /'leka(r)/ п [C,U] 1 (sorts of) varn- 
ish used to give a hard, bright coating to metal 
(esp brass). 2 kind of varnish used for wood. o 
vt coat with lacquer. 

ja-crosse /lo'kros US: -'kro:s/ п [0] outdoor 
game, played with a ball which is caught in, 
carried in and thrown from a racket (called a 
crosse). 

lac-tic /aktik/ adj of milk. 

lacy /'leisi/ adj (-ier, -iest) of or like lace(1). 

lad /led/ п [С] (informal) boy; young man. 

lad-der /‘leda(r)/ п [С] 1 two lengths of wood, 
metal or rope, with crosspieces (rungs), used in 
climbing up and down. 2 fault which looks 
like a ladder in a sock or in tights. 3 (fig) scale; 
means of progressing: the social ~; ~ of suc- 
cess. 9 vi,vt (of tights, etc) (cause to) develop 
ladders: Have you any tights that won't м? 
Nadder-proof adj impossible, difficult, to 
ladder. 

lad-die /'ledi/n[C] = lad. 

laden /'leidn/ adj weighted or burdened 
(with): trees ~ with apples. 

la-di-da /,la: di ‘da:/ adj (informal) behaving 
with toc much self-importance (esp by speak- 
ing with a false, aristocratic accent). 

lad-ing /‘ie:din/ n[U] cargo; freight. 
bill of ‘lading, details of a ship’s cargo. 

ladle /'leidl/ п [C] large, deep, spoon for serv- 
ing liquids: a'soup ~. a vi 1 serve with a ladel: 
~ out soup. 2 (fig) distribute: ~ out honours. 

lady /'eidi/ п [С] (p/ -dies) 1 (corresponding 
to gentleman) woman belonging to the upper 
classes. 2 woman who has good manners. 3 
(used courteously for any) woman. 4 (pl only) 
form cf address(1), esp ‘Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen’. В (as an adjective) female: a ~ doctor. 
6 LA, (title in GB) used of and to the wives 
and daughters of some nobles. 
Ladies, (used as a sing noun) public toilet for 
women and 2115. 
Our 'Lady, the Virgin Mary. 
'Lady-chapel, one dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary. 
Nady-bird, reddish-brown (sometimes уе!- 
low) flying beetle with black spots. 
‘Lady Day, 25th March. 
‘iady-killer, man with the reputation of be- 
ing successful with women. 
Nady-like adj behaving as a lady(1,2). 
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'Lady-ship /-fip/, used in speaking to or of a 
Lady(6): Your/Her L~ship. 

lag’ /1=9/ vi (-gg-) go too slow, not keep up 
with: ~ behind. on[C]'time lag, > time’. 

lag? /lzg/ п [С] (s/) person convicted of crime: 
an old ~, one who has often been imprisoned. 

lag? /leg/ vt (-gg-) wrap (waterpipes, cisterns, 
etc) with material that will prevent heat or 
cold from escaping. 
lag-ging, material used for this. 

la-ger /'la:ga(r)/ n 1 [U] sort of light beer. 2 
[C] bottle or glass of this. 

lag-gard /'legod/ п [C] 1 person who lags 
behind. 2 person who has no energy, enthu- 
siasm, etc. 

la-goon /ls'gu:n/ и [С] (usually shallow) lake 
separated from the sea by a sandbank or coral 
reef. 

laid /leid/ pt,pp of lay”. 

lain Лет/ pp of lie. 

lair Леэ(г)/ п [С] home, sleeping-place, of a 
wild animal. 

laird /lead/ п (Scot) landowner. 

laity /'leroti/ n [С] (usually with the and a pl 
verb) 1 all laymen. 2 those outside a particular 
profession, eg used by a doctor of those not 
trained for the medical profession. 

lake /leik/ п [С] large area of water enclosed 
by land. > Great Lakes. 
the 'Lake District, part of NW England 
with many lakes. 
'Lake Poet, poet who lived in the Lake Dis- 
trict, eg Coleridge, Wordsworth. 

lama /'la:mo/ и [С] (p/ ~s) Buddhist priest in 
Tibet or Mongolia. 
lama-sery /'la:masori US: -ser1/ и [С] (pl -ies) 
monastery of lamas. 

lamb /lem/ 7 1 [С] young of the sheep; [U] its 
flesh as food: roast ~. 2 [C] innocent, mild- 
mannered person. like a jamb, without resis- 
tance or protest. 0 vi give birth to lambs: the 
~ ing season. 
‘lamb-kin, newborn lamb. 
Namb-skin, [С] skin of a lamb with the wool 
on it; [U] leather made from this. 

lam-baste /lzm'beist/ vz (s/) beat; scold. 

lame /leim/ adj (-r, -st) 1 not able to walk nor- 
mally because of an injury or defect. 2 (of an 
excuse, argument, etc) unconvincing; unsatis- 
factory. 3 (of the rhythm of verse) irregular, 
unattractive. о vt make lame. 
Нате 'duck, (a) disabled person or ship. 
(b) business or commercial organization in fi- 
nancial difficulties. 
lame-ly adv 
lame-ness n[U] 

lamé /'la:mei US: ,la:'me1/ и [0] cloth made of 
metal threads. 

la-ment /lo'ment/ vt,vi show, feel, express, 
great sorrow or regret: ~ (over) the death of a 
friend. an{C}1 expression of grief. 2 song or 
poem expressing grief: a funeral ~. 


lam-en-table /'lzmoentabl/ adj regrettable: a 
~able (= poor, unsatisfying) performance. 
lam-en-tably /-abli/ adv 
lam-en-ta-tion /,lemen'tei{n/[C,U}] 

lami-nate /'lemimeit/ vt,vi 1 beat or гой 
(metal, wood, etc) into thin layers. 2 make 
material strong by putting these layers to- 
gether. 

lamp /lemp/n[C]1 apparatus for giving light 
(from gas, electricity, etc). 2 apparatus for 
heating: a 'spirit ~. 3 apparatus for giving a 
particular kind of light: an infra-red ~. 4 con- 
tainer with oil and a wick, used to give light. 
Tamp-light, light from a lamp: read by 
~light. 
‘ljamp-post, tall post for a street light. 
'lamp-shade, covering placed round or over 
alamp. 

lam-poon /lem'pu:n/ n [С] piece of writing 
attacking and ridiculing someone. 0 vf write a 
lampoon. 

lance’ /la:ns US: lens/ n[C] 1 weapon with a 
long wooden shaft and a pointed steel head 
used by a horseman. 2 similar instrument used 
for spearing fish. 
lance-'corporal, lowest grade of non- 
commissioned officer in the army. 
lancer, soldier of a cavalry regiment original- 
ly armed with lances. 

lance? /la:ns US: lens/ vt cut open with a lan- 
cet: ~ an abscess. 

lan-cet /‘la:nsit US: ‘len-/ п [С] 1 pointed, 
two-edged knife used by surgeons. 2 high, 
narrow, pointed arch or window. 

land’ /lend/ n 1 [U] solid part of the earth’s 
surface (contrasted with sea, water): travel 
over ~ and sea. by land, (travelling) by train, 
car, etc not by plane, ship, etc. make land, 
see, reach, the shore. 2 [U] surface of the 
moon, a planet, etc. 3 [U] ground, earth, as 
used for farming, etc: working on the ~. 4[U] 
(sometimes p/) property in the form of land: 
Do you own much ~ here? 5[C] country (which 
is the usual word) and its people: my native ~. 
the land of the ‘living, this present exis- 
tence. © also lie?(4) and lie? м. 
'‘land-agent, person employed to look after, 
buy, or sell land (4). 
'land-holder, owner or tenant of land(4). 
‘land-lady, woman who lets others live in her 
property for money. 
'land-locked, adj (a) (of a country) with no 
frontier at the sea. (b) (of a bay, harbour, etc) 
almost or completely surrounded by land. 
'and-lord, (a) man who lets others live in his 
property for money. (b) owner, manager, of a 
public house, lodging-house, etc. 
'Nand-lubber, (used by sailors) person not 
used to the sea and ships. 
Nand-mark, (a) object that marks the 
boundary of a piece of land. (b) object, etc 
easily seen by travellers and helpful to them. 
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(c) (fig) event, discovery, change, etc that 
marks a stage or turning-point: ~marks in the 
course of social history . 
'ljand-mine, explosive put in the ground and 
exploded by vehicles, footsteps, etc. 
and-owner, owner of land(4). 
‘land-slide, (a) sliding down of earth, rock, 
etc from the side of a cliff, hillside, etc. (b) 
sudden change in political opinion resulting in 
a very large majority of votes for one side in an 
election; a Democratic ~slide. 

land? /lend/ vt,vi 1 go, come, put, on land 
(from a ship, aircraft, etc): The airliner ~ed 
safely. The pilot ~ed the airliner safely. land 
on one’s feet, (fig) be lucky; escape injury. 
2 /and in, get into (trouble, difficulties, etc): 
What a mess you've ~ed us all in! land up, 
(informal) find oneself: Youll ~ up in prison 
one day. 3 (informal) obtain: ~ a good job. 4 
(sf) hit: She ~ed him one in the eye. 
landed adj (a) consisting of land: ~ed 
property. (6) owning land: the ~ed classes. 
land-less adj 

land-ing /'lendin/ п [С] 1 act of coming or 
bringing to land: The pilot made an eymergency 
'~. 2 place where people and goods may be 
landed from a ship, etc. 3 area at the top of a 
flight of stairs on to which doors can open. 
Nanding-craft, ship with an end that opens 
up to allow soldiers, vehicles, etc to get ashore 
without being lifted out. 
‘landing-field/-strip, place for (small) air- 
craft to take off from and land on. 
‘landing-gear, undercarriage and wheels of 
an aircraft. 
anding-stage, platform where passengers 
and goods from ships are landed. 

land-scape /‘lendskeip/ n 1 [С] (picture of) 
inland scenery. 2 [U] branch of art dealing 
with this. 
landscape 'gardening / ‘architecture, 
planning of parks, gardens, etc. 

lane Леш/ и [С]1 narrow country road. 2 nar- 
row street: Drury L~. 3 marked division of a 
road to guide motorists; line of vehicles within 
such a division: the inside/outside ~. 4 marked 
division to guide competitors in a race (eg ona 
running track or a swimming pool). 5 passage 
made or left between lines of persons. 6 route 
regularly used by liners or aircraft. 

lan-guage /'lengwid3/ n 1 [9] human com- 
munication of knowledge, ideas, feelings, etc 
using a system of sound symbols. 2[C] form of 
this used by a nation or race: foreign ~s. 3 [Ц] 
words, phrases, etc used by a profession or 
class: medical/legal ~. 4 [С] system of signs 
used as language: 'finger ~, as used by the 
deaf. 5 [С] (fig) expression of feelings, etc: the 
~ of flowers. 
Nanguage laboratory, room where lan- 
guages are taught using tape-recorders, etc. 

lan-guid /‘lengwid/ adj having no energy. 


lan-guid-ly adv 

lan-guish /‘lengwif/ vi 1 lose health and 
strength: ~ in prison. 2 be unhappy because of 
a desire: ~ for love and sympathy. 

lan-guor /'lenga(r)/ п (formal) 1 [U] loss of 
strength, energy, happiness. 2 [U] stillness or 
heaviness: the ~ of a hot summer day. 3 (often 
pl) loving, affectionate mood. 
lan-gor-ous /-9s/ adj 

lank /lenk/ adj 1 (of hair) straight and limp. 2 
(of persons) tall and lean. 

lanky /'lenki/ adj (-ier, -iest) tall and thin 
(and so unattractive): a~ girl. | 

1апо-Ип /'lenoalin/ и [9] fat from sheep’s wool 
used as a basis of ointments for the skin. 

lan-tern /‘lenton/ п [С] case for a light froma 
candle or flame, used to protect it from the 
wind. 

lan-yard /'lenjod/ и [C] 1 cord (worn by sail- 
ors and soldiers) for a whistle or knife. 2 short 
rope used оп а ship for fastening. 

lap' /lep/ п [К] one complete journey round a 
track or race-course. 0 vt (-pp-) overtake an- 
other competitor who is a lap behind. | 

lap? Л=р/ п [С] front part of a person from the 
waist to the knees, when sitting: The mother 
had the baby on her ~. (Мое: not used in the pl 
of one person.) the lap of ‘luxury, fortu- 
nate, wealthy, state or condition. 

lap? /lep/ vi,vt (-pp-) 1 drink by taking up 
with the tongue, as a cat does. 2 (fig) (of hu- 
man beings) take quickly or eagerly: ~ up 
compliments. 3 (of water) move with a sound 
like the lapping up of liquid: waves ~ping on 
the shore. an[C}1 act of lapping up. 2 sound 
of lapping: the ~ of the waves against the side 
of the boat. 

la-pel /lo'pel/ n [С] part of the front of a coat 
or jacket folded back and forming a continua- 
tion of the collar. 

lapse /lzps/ п [С]1 small error in speech, be- 
haviour, memory, etc. 2 disappearance of 
what is right: a moral ~. 3 (of time) passing 
away; interval: a long ~ of time. 4 (legal) end- 
ing of a right, etc because of failure to use it or 
renew it. о vi 1 make a lapse(1). 2 change 
(from good ways into bad ways): /apsing тю 
bad habits. 3 (of time) pass: Several hours ~d 
before he woke up. 4 (legal) (of rights and pri- 
vileges) be lost because not used or renewed. 

lap-wing /‘lepwin/ я [С] bird of the plover 
family; pewit. 

lar-ceny /'la:soni/ я (p/ -ies) 1 [0] stealing; 
theft. 2 [С] instance of this. 

larch /la:t{/ 21 [С] deciduous tree with small 
cones and light-green leaves. 2[U] its wood. 

lard /la:d/ п [U] fat of pigs used in cooking. o 
vt put lard on. fard with, (often used disap- 
provingly) fill with: a speech ~ed with boring 
quotations. 

lar-der /'la:da(r)/ п [С] room, cupboard, for 
storing meat and other kinds of food. 


large / lately 


large /la:d3/ adj (-r, -st) 1 of great size; taking 
up much space; able to contain much: A man 
with a~ family needs a~ house. (Note: large is 
less informal than big and not so emotive as 
great. ‘A great city’ is large, but the use of 
‘great’ suggests that it is also important or 
famous. Large is not often used of a person’s 
size except in phrases such as be (a little) on the 
~ side, but may be used of sizes of clothes.) 2 
generous; unprejudiced: He has a ~ heart. 3 
not confined or restricted: give an official ~ 
powers; ~ ideas. 0 п (only in) at large, (a) 
free: The escaped prisoner is still at ~. (b) in 
general: Did the people at ~ approve of the 
government’s policy? (©) at full length; with 
details: to talk/write at ~ (at length is more 

usual). о adv by and large, & by'(2). 
Нагде-зса!е adj (a) extensive: ,~-scale 
yoper'ations. (b) made or drawn to a large 
scale: a ,~-scale ‘map. 
larg-ish /-(/ adj rather large. 
large-ly adv to a great extent: His success was 
~wly due to luck. 
large-ness п [0] 

lark’ Ла:К/ и [С] (kinds of) small songbird: the 
sky~. 

lark? /la:k/ п [С] bit of fun: He did it fora ~, in 
fun. What a ~~! How amusing! о vi fool about: 

Stop ~ing about and get on with your work. 

larva /'la:va/ п [С] (pi ~e /'/a:-vi:/) insect in 
the first stage of its development after coming 
out of the egg. 
lar-val /'la:vi/ adj. 

lar-yn-gi-tis /lerm'dzartis/ п [0] inflamma- 
tion of the larynx. 

lar-ynx /lerinks/ п [С] upper part of the 
windpipe where the vocal cords are. 

las-civ-ious /lo'sivios/ adj (formal) feeling, 
causing, showing, lust. 
las-civ-ious-ly adv 

laser /'leizo(r)/ п [С] device for generating, 
amplifying and concentrating light waves into 
an intense, highly directional beam, used to 
cut metal and jewels, to aim weapons, etc. 

lash!’ /le{/[C]1 flexible part of a whip; blow 
or stroke given with a lash: given twenty ~es. 2 
= eyelash. 

lash? /le§/ vt,vi1 whip; strike violently; make 
a sudden movement of (a limb, etc): The rain 
was ~ ing (against) the windows. The tiger ~ed 
its tail angrily. He ~ed the horse across the 
back with his whip. 2 lash out (against/at) 
sb/sth, attack violently (with blows or 
words): He ~ed out against the government. 3 
fasten tightly (together) (with rope, etc). 

lash-ing /‘lefin/ 11 [С] cord or rope used for 
binding or fastening. 2 [C] whipping or beat- 
ing. 3 (pl) (informal) plenty: ~s of cream. 

lass /les/n[C] (informal) girl; young woman. 

las-sie /'lesi/n[C] = lass. 

lassi-tude /'lesitju:d US: -tu:d/ п [Ч] (for- 
mal) tiredness; state of being uninterested. 
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lasso /lz'su:/ п [С] (pi ~s-or ~es) looped 
rope with a slipknot, used for catching horses 
and cattle, esp in America. в vt catch with a 
lasso: ~ing steers. 

last’ /la:st US: lest/ adj-1 (contrasted with 
first; & late’) coming after all others in time 
or order: the ~ Sunday in June; the ~ time 1 
saw you. Jast but not least, coming at the 
end, but not least in importance. be on one’s 
hast legs, > leg(1). have the last word, 
> word(2). 2 (contrasted with пех!) coming 
immediately before the present: ~ night/year; 
on Tuesday ~. 3 only remaining: This is our ~ 
hope. I wouldn’t marry you if you were the ~ 
person on earth. 4 least likely, suitable, willing, 
desirable, etc: That’s the ~ thing I should ex- 
pect him to do. 5 final; leaving nothing more to 
be said or done: That’s my ~ word on the sub- 
ject. 6 latest, most up-to-date: This is the ~ 
thing in electronic devices. в adv 1 (contrasted 
with first) after all others: Гат to speak ~ ai 
the meeting. 2 (contrasted with next) on the 
last occasion before the present time: She was 
quite well when I saw her ~|when I ~ saw her. 
onthe ~, that which comes at the end: These 
are the ~ of our apples. see the last of sb/ 
sth, © see'(2). at (long) last, in the end: 
after (much) delay: At (long) ~ we reached 
London. 
last-ly adv (as in making а list) fmally: L~/y 1 
must explain that... 

last? /la:st US: lest/ vi go on; be enough (for): 
How long will the fine weather ~? 
last-ing adj continuing for a long time; for 
ever. 

last’ /la:sst US: lest/ п [С] block of wood 
shaped like a foot for making shoes on. 

latch /letf/ п [С] fastening for a door or gate, 
the bar falling into a catch and being lifted by 
a small lever. с vt,vi 1 fasten with a latch. 2 
latch on (to), (informal cling to; get aes 
sion of; understand. 

late" /lert/ adj (-г, -st) & fast’, latter. 1 (con- 
trasted with early) after the right, fixed or usu- 
al time: Am / ~? 2 far on in the day or night, in 
time, in a period or season: in the ~ afternoon. 
3 recent; that recently was: the ~st news/ 
fashions. 4 former, recent (and still Irving): the 
~ prime minister. 5 former, recent (and now 
dead): her ~ husband. 6 of late, recently. at 
the latest, before or not later than: Be here 
by Monday at the ~st. 

late? /leit/ adv 1 (contrasted with ear/y) after 
the usual, right, fixed or expected time: ger 
up|go to bedlarrive home ~. later on, at a lat- 
er time; afterwards. sooner or later, © 
soon(4). 2 recently: J saw him as ~ as/no т 
than yesterday. 
lat-ish /‘lertif{/ adj rather late. 

late-ly /"leitl/ adv in recent times; recently: 
Have you been to the cinema ~? It is only ~ 
that she has been well enough to go out. 
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Jatent /‘ieitant/ adj present but not yet active, 
developed or visible: ~ energy. 

lat-eral /‘letoral/ adj of, at, from, to, the 
side(s). 

lath /ia:0 US: 160]. п [C] (pl ~s /la:dz US: 
/ladz/ long, thin strip of wood, etc as used for 
plaster walls and ceilings. 

lathe Ле!д/ п [С] 1 machine for holding and 
turning pieces of wood or metal while they are 
being shaped, etc. 2 potter’s wheel. 

lather /Ча:бэ(г) US: 'led-/ п [U] 1 soft mass 
of white froth from seap and water. 2 frothy 
sweat on a horse. а vt,vi 1 make foam оп: ~ 
one’s chin before shaving. 2 form foam. 

Latin /etin US: 'leton/ adj, п (of the) lan- 
guage, peoples, of ancient Rome. 
;Latin A'merica, countries of S and Central 
America in which Spanish and Portuguese are 
spoken. 
the Latin Church, the Roman Catholic 
Church. 
the Latin races/peoples, those of Italy, 
France, Spain, Portugal, etc. 

lati-tude /1=и0и:а US: -tu:d/ п 1 [С] dis- 
tance north or south of the equator measured 
in degrees. 2 (р/) geographical regions or dis- 
tricts: warm ~s. 3 [U] (measure of) freedom in 
action or opinion: ~ in political belief. 
lati-tudi-nal /,lzti'tju:dinl US: -'tu:-/ adj 

la-trine /ls'tri:n/ п [С] (in places where there 
are no sewers, eg camps) pit or ditch for hu- 
man urine and excrement. 

lat-ter /leta(r)/ adj 1 recent; belonging to the 
end (of a period): the ~ half of the year. 2 the 
~, (contrasted with the former) the second of 
two things or persons already mentioned: Of 
these two men the former is dead, but the ~ is 
Still alive. 
‘Watter-day adj modern: ,~-day 'saints. 
lat-ter-ly adv recently; nowadays. 

lat-tice /lztis/ n [С] framework of crossed 
laths or metal strips as a screen, fence or door, 
or for climbing plants: a ~~ window. 

laud /lo:d/ vt (rare except in hymns) praise; 
glorify. 
laud-able /-abl/ adj deserving praise: a ~ able 
effort to complete the work on time. 
jlaud-ably /-abli/ adv 
lauda-tory /'lo:dator: US: -to:ri/ adj express- 
ing or giving praise. 

laugh /la:f US: lef/ vi,vt 1 make sounds and 
movements of the face and body, showing am- 
usement, joy, contempt, etc: The jokes made 
everyone ~. laugh at, (a) be amused by: ~ 
at a joke. (b) make fun of: It’s unkind to~ ata 
person who is in trouble. (c) disregard; treat 
with indifference: ~ at difficulties. laugh in 
sb‘s face, show contempt for; defy. Jaugh 
one’s head off, > head'(20). laugh up 
one’s sleeve, > sieeve(1). 2 arrive at a 
state, obtain a result, by laughing: ~ oneself 
silly|helpless. a п [С] sound, act, of laughing: 


_ success and 


latent /law 


Weve had such a good ~ over his foolishness. 
have the last laugh, win after an earlier de- 
feat. & also bellytaugh; raise(3). 
laugh-able /-abl/ adj amusing; ridiculous: a 
~able mistake. — 
laugh-ably /-abli/ adv 
laugh-ing adj showing happiness, amuse- 
ment, etc: ~ing faces; burst out ~ing. > also 
matter(4).an[U] laughter. 
laugh-ter 1[U] laughing: burst into ~ter. 

launch! /lo:ntf/ и [С] boat with an engine 
(used on rivers and lakes and in harbours). 

launch? /lo:ntS/ vt,vi 1 set (a ship, esp one 
newly built) afloat: ~ a new passenger liner. 2 
set in motion; send; aim: ~ an attack; ~ a 
missile/spacecraft. 3 (fig) get started; set go- 
ing: ~ a new business enterprise. 4 launch 
(out) into, make or start (on): ~ into a new 
career. a п [С] act of launching (a ship or 
spacecraft). 
Naunching-pad, base or platform from 
which spacecraft, etc are launched. 
'launching-site, place for launching-pads. 

laun-der /'lo:nda(r)/ vt,vi wash and press 
(clothes): Send these sheets to be ~ed. 

laun-der-ette /,lo:nda'ret/ п [С] place with 
coin-operated automatic washing-machines 
and dryers. 

laun-dress /'lo:ndris/ п [С] woman who 
earns money by washing and ironing clothes. 

laun-dry /'lo:ndri/ п (pl -ies) 1 [С] place 
where clothes, sheets, etc are sent to be laun- 
dered. 2 the ~, clothes (to be) laundered: 
Has the ~ come back yet? 

laur-eate /'loriot US: 'lo:r-/ adj crowned with 
a laurel wreath. © poet laureate. 

laurel /'loral US: 'lo:ral/ п [С] evergreen shrub 
with smooth, shiny leaves, used by ancient 
Romans and Greeks as an emblem of victory, 

distinction. look to one’s 
laurels, be on the look out for possible suc- 
cesses among rivals. rest оп one’s Jaurels, 
be content with present achievements. 

lav Л=у/ п [С] (informal) (abbr of) lavatory. 

lava /'la:va/ n [U] hot liquid material flowing 
from a volcano: a stream of ~. 

lava-tory /'levatri US: -to:ri/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 
toilet. 2 room for washing the hands and face 
in. 

lav-en-der /'levinda(r)/ adj, п [Ч] (of the) 
plant with pale purple scented flowers; (of) its 
colour or perfume. 
‘lavender water, scent from lavender. 

lav-ish /levif/ adj1 giving or producing free- 
ly, liberally or generously: ~ in giving money 
to charity. 2 (of what is given) given in great 
amounts; excessive: ~ praise. а vt give 
generously: ~ саге оп ап only child. 
lav-ish-ly adv 

law /lo:/ 1 1 [С] rule made by authority for the 
proper regulation of a community or society 
or for correct conduct in life: "traffic ~s. 2 the 


lawn /1ау 


~, the whole body of laws considered collec- 
tively: If a man breaks the ~ he can be pun- 
ished. lay down the law, say with, or as if 
with, authority what must be done: She’s been 
laying down the ~ all weekend about which 
flowers to plant. 3 [U] controlling influence of 
the laws. law and order, state of respect for, 
keeping of, laws: L~ and order musi be main- 
tained. 4 [U] the laws as a system or science; 
the legal profession: study ~; '~ students. 5 
(with a defining word) one of the branches of 
the study of law: commercial/international ~. 
6 [U] operation of the law (as providing a 
remedy for wrongs). take the law into 
one’s own ‘hands, try to get justice with- 
out legal help or disregarding the law(2). 7[C] 
rule of action or procedure, esp in art or life, 
or a game: the ~s of perspectivelof tennis. be a 
law unto oneself, disregard rules and con- 
ventions. 8 (also law of nature or natural 
law) factual statement of what always hap- 
pens in certain circumstances; regularity in 
nature, eg the order of the seasons: Newton’s 
~; the ~ of supply and demand. 
law-abiding adj obeying the law(2). 
Naw-breaker, person who disobeys the 
law(2). 
law court, court of justice. 
Нами list, published list of р and soli- 
citors. 
Нами report, account of legal proceedings of 
a lawsuit. 
'Law Society, one which controls the legal 
profession and sets examinations for law 
students. 
'law-suit, case т a law court. 
law-ful /-fl/ adj (a) allowed by law; accord- 
ing to law: ~ful acts. (b) (of offspring) legiti- 
mate: the ~ ful heir. 
law-fully /-foli/ adv 
law-less adj not р. to, not conform- 
ing to, the law. 
law-less-ness п [0] 
lawn!’ /lo:n/ и [С] 1 area of grass cut short and 
smooth. 2 such an area of grass used for a 
game: a'tennis ~. 
'lawn-mower, machine for cutting grass. 
lawn 'tennis, played on a grass court. 
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non-professional; not expert (esp with refer- 
ence to the law and medicine): ~ opinion, what 
non-professional people think. 
'lay-man, lay person. 
lay? Лел/ vt,vi (pt.pp laid /lerd/) (For uses with 
adverbial particles and prepositions г> 11 be- 
low.) 1 put on a surface; put in a certain posi- 
tion: He laid his hand on my shoulder. 2 (of 
non-material things, and fig) place; put. Jay 
(one’s) hands on sth/sb, (a) seize; get 
possession of: He keeps everything he can ~ 
(his) hands on. (b) do violence to: How dare 
you ~ hands on те? (©) find: The book is 
somewhere, but I can't ~ my hands on it just 
now. (4) ordain (a person) as a deacon ог 
priest by the laying on of hands (as a bishop 
does); consecrate (a person) as a bishop (as an 
archbishop does). fay the blame (fer sth) 
on sb, say that he is responsible for what is 
wrong, etc. 3 cause to be in a certain state, 
condition, or situation. be laid to rest, > 
rest'(1). Jay claim to sth, © claim?(2). 
lay sth at $6'$ door, > door(1). lay 
one’s finger on, > finger. lay siege to, 
> siege. 4 cause to be in a specified condi- 
tion. Jay sth bare, show: reveal: ~ bare one’s 
heart, reveal one’s inmost feelings, etc. Jay 
sth flat, cause to be flat: crops laid flat by 
heavy rainstorms. be laid low, be ill in bed: 
Гуе been laid low by influenza. lay oneself 
ореп to sth, expose oneself to criticism, etc. 
laid waste, destroyed; badly damaged: a 
countryside laid waste by invading armies. 5 
cause to be down, settle: sprinkle water on the 
-roads to ~ the dust. 6 place or arrange (ready 
for use, etc): ~ a carpet; ~ the table (for break- 
fast), put out plates, knives, ес; lay a fire, 
make it ready for lighting. 7 put down (a sum 
of money) as a bet: P/l ~ you a hundred to one 
that... 8 (of birds and insects) produce (ап 
egg): Are your hens ~ing yet? 9 (usually pas- 
sive) set (a story, etc) in time and place: The 
scene is laid т Athens, in the third century, BC. 
10 cover; coat: ~ colours on canvas. > lay оп 
below. 
11 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 
lay sth aside, (a) save; keep for future use: 


lawn? /lo:n/n[U] kind of fine linen. 

law-yer /'lo:ja(r)/ п [С] person who practises 
law, esp an attorney or solicitor. 

lax /leks/ adj 1 not taking care; not strict or 
severe: ~ in morals. 2 (of the bowels) free in 


~ aside money for one’s old age. (b) put down: 
He laid his book aside to listen to me. 

lay sth by, = lay sth aside(a). 

lay sb/oneself down, place in a lying posi- 
tion. lay sth down, (a) pay or wager: How 


action. much are you ready to ~ down? (b) (begin to) 
lax-ity /zksoti/n[C,U] build: ~ down a new ship. (с) convert (land) to 
lax-ly adv pasture: ~ down land to grass. (9) store (wine) 


laxa-tive /leksotiv/ и [С], adj (medicine, 
drug) causing the bowels to empty. 

lay’ /lei/ adj 1 of, for, done by, persons who 
are not priests: а ~~ brother/sister, one who has 
taken religious vows but who does manual 
work and is excused other duties. © laity. 2 


in a cellar: ~ down claret and port. lay down 
one’s arms, put one’s weapons down as а 
sign of surrender. Jay down the law, > 
law(2). lay down ene’s life. sacrifice it: 
He laid down his life for his country. 

lay sth in, provide oneself with a stock of: ~ 
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in provisions] stores. 
lay into sb, (a) assault, attack. (b) criticize. 
lay off, (informal) (a) discontinue: The doc- 
tor told me to ~ off work for a week. (b) stop 
doing something which annoys: You've been 
seeing my sister again— Well, you can just ~ 
off. lay sb off, dismiss (from work) tempor- 
arily: ~ off workmen, eg because of a shortage 
of materials. Hence, 'lay-off и [С] period dur- 
ing which men are laid off. 
lay sth оп, (a) supply services to a building: 
Are gas and water laid on? (b) (informal) pro- 
vide: A party was laid on for the visitors. lay it 
on (thick/with a trowel), use exagger- 
ated praise, flattery, etc. 
lay sth out, (a) spread out ready for use or 
so as to be seen easily: ~ out one’s evening 
clothes. (b) prepare for burial: ~ out a corpse. 
(с) spend (money): ~ out on a new suit. (9) 
make a plan for; arrange well: well laid-out 
streets and avenues. Hence, lay-out п [C] ar- 
rangement, plan, of a printed page, a factory 
etc. 
lay sth up, (a) save; store: ~ up provisions. 
(b) ensure by what one does or fails to do that 
one will have trouble, etc in future: ~ing up 
trouble for yourself. (c) put (a ship) out of 
commission: ~ a ship up for repairs. be laid 
up. forced to stay in bed: He’s laid up with a 
broken leg. 

lay-about /'leisbaut/ п [С] (GB sil) person 
who avoids working for a living. 

lay-by /'lerbai/ п [С] (GB) area at the side of a 
road for vehicles to park. 

layer /'leio(r)/ п [С] 1 thickness of material 
(esp one of several) laid or lying on or spread 
over a surface, or forming one horizontal divi- 
sion: a~ of clay. 2 (of hens): good/bad ~s, lay- 
ing eggs in large/small numbers. 3 person who 
bets against and on а horse, etc. 

lay-ette /lei'et/ п [С] outfit for a newborn 
baby. 

lay-man г> lay’. 

laze /leiz/ vi,vt be lazy: lazing away the after- 
noon. 

lazy /'leizi/ adj (-ier, -iest) unwilling to work; 
doing little work; suitable for, causing, inac- 
tivity: a~ girl; a~ afternoon. > idle. 
‘lazy-bones, lazy person. 
lazi-ly adv 
lazi-ness и [Ч] 

lea /li:/ [С] (poetic) stretch of open grassland. 

lead! /led/ n 1 [3] soft, heavy, easily melted 
metal (symbol! Pb) used for pipes, etc; its col- 
our, dull blue-grey. 2 [U] (stick of) graphite as 
used in a lead-pencil. 3 [С] lump of lead(1) оп 
a line marked in fathoms for measuring the 
depth of the sea from ships. 
lead 'poisoning, diseased condition caused 
by taking lead(1) into the body. 
lead shot, > shot(5). 
leaded adj secured with strips of lead: ~ed 


layabout/leaf 


windows. 
leaden /'ledn/ adj (a) made of lead. (b) hav- 
ing the colour or appearance of lead: ~en 
clouds. (с) dull and heavy: а ~en heart. 

lead? /li:d/ n 1 (sing with the or a, an) action of 
guiding or giving an example; direction given 
by going in front; something that helps or 
hints. take the lead, take the leading place; 
be the first example. 2 the ~, first place or 
position: have/gain the ~ т a race; (with a, ап) 
distance by which one leads: an actual ~ of 
two metres. 3 [С] cord, strap or chain for lead- 
ing a dog. 4 [С] principal part in a play; actor 
or actress who plays such a part. 5 [C] (card- 
games) act or right of playing first: Whose ~ is 
it? 6 [С] wire, etc for an electric current. 

lead? /li:d/ vt,vi (pt,pp led /led/) 1 guide or 
take, esp by going in front. lead the way 
(to), go first; show the way. 2 guide the 
movement of (a person, etc) by the hand, by 
touching him, or by a rope, etc: ~ a blind 
man|a horse. lead sb astray, (fig) encourage 
him to do wrong. 3 act as chief; direct by ex- 
ample or persuasion; direct the movements of: 
~ an armylan expedition|the Conservative 
Party. 4 have the first place in; go first: ‘Which 
horse is ~ing, eg in a race? 5 guide the actions 
and opinions of; influence; persuade: What led 
you to think that? 6 be a path, way or road to: 
Where does this road ~? 7 (fig) have as a re- 
sult: The change of plan led to great confusion. 
lead up to, be a preparation for or an intro- 
duction to: That’s just what I was ~ing up to. 8 
(cause a person to) pass, spend (his life, etc): ~ 
a miserable existence. 9 (card-games) put 
down, as first player (a card): ~ trumps. 10 
have as the main article of news: We'll ~ with 
the dock strike. 

leader /'li:do(r)/ п [С] 1 person who leads: the 
~ of an army|an expedition|the Labour Party. 
2 principal counsel in a law court case: the ~ 
for the defence. 3 (GB) leading article (in a 
newspaper). 
leader-less adj 
leader-ship, being a leader; power of, quali- 
ties of, a leader. 

lead-ing /'li:din/ adj chief; most important: 
the ~ men of the day; the ~ lady, the actress 
with the chief part in a play. on[U] act of lead- 
ing. 
leading ‘article, (in a newspaper) one giv- 
ing editorial opinions on events, policies, etc. 
leading ‘lady, most important actress in the 
cast of a play, etc. 
leading ‘light, (informal) prominent or out- 
standing person. 
jleading 'question, one formed to suggest 
the answer that is hoped for. 

leaf /li:f/ п [С] (p/ leaves /li:vz/) 1 one of the 
parts (usually green and flat) growing from 
the side of a stem or branch or direct from the 
root of a tree, bush, plant, etc: The trees will 


leaflet/leave 


soon be т ~. 2 single sheet of paper forming 

_ two pages of a book. turn over a mew 

ЧеаЕ, (fig) make a new and better start. 3 

hinged flap, etc of a table (used to make it larg- 

er). 4[U] very thin sheet of metal, esp of gold 

or silver: gold ~. о vi leaf through (a book, 

magazine, etc), turn over the pages quickly; 

glance through. 

leafy adj (-ier, -iest) covered with, having, 

made by, leaves: а ~y shade. 

leaf-let /'li:flit/[C] printed sheet (sometimes 
folded) with announcements, etc, esp one for 
free distribution. 

league’ /li:g/ п [С] former measure of dis- 
tance (about three miles or 4-8 kms). 

league? /li:g/ n [С] 1 agreement made be- 
tween persons, groups or nations for their 
common welfare, eg to work for peace; the 
parties that make such an agreement. in 
league with, having made an agreement 
with; connected with (usually to do illegal or 
immoral things). 2 group of sports clubs or 
teams playing matches among themselves: the 
football ~. & Rugby. о vt,vi form into, be- 
come, a league: countries that are ~d together. 
the League of 'Nations, that formed in 
1919 after the First World War, dissolved in 
1946. > United Nations. 

leak /li:k/ п [С] 1 hole, crack, etc caused by 
wear, injury, etc through which a liquid, gas, 
etc may wrongly get in or out: а ~ in the roof. 
2 (fig) instance of leaking(2): a ~ of secret in- 
formation. 3 the liquid, gas, etc that gets out or 
11. о vi,vt 1 (allow to) pass out or in through a 
leak: The rain is ~ing in. 2 (of news, secrets, 
etc) (cause to) become known by chance or de- 
liberately: Who ~ed the news to the press? 
ЧеаК-аде /-1d3/ n[C,U] 

leaky adj (-ier, -iest) having a leak. 

lean’ /li:n/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (of persons and 
animals) having less than the usual amount of 
fat; (of meat) containing little or no fat. 2 not 
productive; of poor quality: a ~ harvest.an 
[U] meat with little or no fat. 

lean-ness n[U] 

lean? /li:n/ vi,vt (pt,pp ~ed or ~t /lent/) 1 be 
or put in a sloping position: ~ backwards, ~ 
out of a window. lean over backward{s) 
{го do sth), (informal) make a great effort: 
[ ve lent over backwards to help you but you still 
refuse to do any work. 2 rest in a sloping posi- 
tion for support: ~ on one’s elbows. 3 cause to 
rest against and be supported by: ~ a ladder 
against a wall. 4 lean towards, have a ten- 
dency: Does the Liberal Party ~ towards 
socialism? § depend: ~ ona friend. 

lean-ing п [С] tendency (of mind towards): 
He has pacifist ~ings. 

leap /li:p/ vi,vt (pt,pp ~ed /lept/ or ~t /lept/) 1 
= jump (the usual word): He ~1t at the oppor- 

tunity, seized it eagerly. Look before you 

leap, > look?(1). 2 (cause to) jump over: ~ 
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а wall. ao т [С] sudden upward or forward 
movement: 4 great ~ forward, (fig) a great ad- 
vance. by leaps and bounds, very rapidly. 
Цеар-#год и [0] game in which players jump 
with parted legs over others who stand with 
bent backs. о vt (-gg-) jump over in this way. 
‘leap year, (every fourth year) in which Feb- 
ruary has 29 days. 
learn /l3:n/ vt,vi (pt,pp ~t /la:nt/, ~ed) 1 gain 
knowledge of or skill in, by study, practice or 
being taught: ~ a foreign language; ~ to 
swim|how to ride a horse. learn sth by 
heart, remember it so that it can be repeated. 
2 be told or informed: We haven't yet ~ed if he 
arrived safely. 
learned /'l3:nid/ adj having or showing a 
great deal of knowledge: ~ed men/books/ 
members] societies. 
learn-ed-ly аду 
learner, person who is learning. 
jearn-ing и [0] (knowledge gained by) study. 
lease /li:s/ п [С] contract by which the owner 
of land or a building (the lessor) agrees to let 
another (the lessee) have the use of it for a cer- 
tain time for a fixed money payment (геп!); the 
rights given under such a contract: When does 
the ~ expire? get/give sb a new lease of 
Yife, a better chance of living longer, or of be- 
ing happier, etc. а vf give, take, possession of 
(land, etc), by lease. 
Nease-hold и [U], adj (land) (to be) held on 
lease. &> freehold. 
4ease-holder, person who has a lease. 
leash /li:f/n[C) leather lead?(3). 


least /li:st/ adj, п [0] (contrasted with most; 


© less, little) smallest in size, amount, extent, 
etc: She has little, he has less, and I have (the) 
~. That’s the ~ of my anxieties. at least: It 
will cost at ~ five pounds, five pounds and per- 
haps more. (not) in the Jeast: П doesn’t 
matter in the ~. to say the least (of it}, 
without saying more: /f’s not a very good re- 
cord, to say the ~ of it. в adv to the smallest ex- 
tent: This is the ~ useful of the four books. 
least of all: None of you can complain, 
Charles ~ of all, Charles has the least reason 
for complaining. 
NYeast-wise /-waiz/, ‘least-ways /-weiz/ 
ady (or) at least. 

leather /'ledo(r)/ и [0] material from anima! 
skins, used for making shoes, bags, etc. 
leathery adj like leather: ~y meat, hard, 
tough. 

leave’ /li:v/ vt,vi (pt,pp left /left/) 1 go away 
from: /t’s time for us to ~{time we left. leave 
Гог, go away to: We're leaving for Rome next 
week. 2 go away finally or permanently; no 
longer live (in a place); cease to belong to a 
school, society, etc; give up working for (an 
employer, etc): When did you ~ school? 3 neg- 
lect or fail to take, bring or do something: / left 
my books on the table. leave sb/sth 
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behind, (deliberately) forget to bring cr take: 
Don’t ~ me behind! 4 allow or cause to remain 
in a certain place or condition: Who left that 
window open? Don’t ~ her waiting outside. 
leave sb/sth alone, not touch, spoil or in- 
terfere with: L~ me alone. leave off, stop: 
Has the rain left off yet? leave off sth, stop: 
It’s time to ~ off work. leave sth off, по 
longer wear: They left off their vests when the 
weather got warm. leave sth/sb out, omit; 
fail to consider: Don’t ~ me out, please! leave 
sth over, postpone: That matter can be left 
over until the committee meets next week. 5 
(cause to) remain; allow to remain: Three from 
seven ~s four (7 — 3 = 4). When I've paid all 
my debts, there'll be nothing left/['ll have no- 
thing left. 6 hand over (before going away): 
Did the postman ~ anything for me? 7 put trust 
in; hand over (responsibility, etc): РИ ~ the 
matter in your hands/~ it to you. He left his as- 
sistant in charge of the shop. 8 bequeath by 
will; have at the time of one’s death: He left me 
£500. He ~s a widow and two sons. 9 pass be- 
yond (a place, etc) so that it is in the direction 
or relation shown: L~ the church on your right 

and go on up the hill. 

leave? /li:v/n 1 [U} permission; consent; auth- 
ority, esp to be absent from duty: You have my 
~ to stay away from the office tomorrow. on 
leave, absent with permission: He went home 
on ~. 2 [С] period, occasion, of such absence: 
a six months’ ~. put in for leave, ask for 
permission to be absent from work or duty. 3 
(sing only) departure. take (one’s) leave 
(of sb), (formal) say goodbye. take leave 
of one’s senses, > sense(2). 
leave of 'absence, permission to be ab- 
sent. 

leaven /'levn/ п [0] substance, eg yeast, used 
to make dough rise before it 1s baked to make 
bread. 

leaves /li:vz/ p/ of leaf. 

leavings /'livinz/ п pi what is left, eg unwant- 
ed food. 

lech-er-ous /'letfores/ adj having, giving 
way to, strong sexual desires. 
techer /'letfa(r)/, lecherous man. 
lech-ery /'letfan/n[C,U] 

lec-tern /‘lekts:n/ п [С] tall, sloping desk for 
reading, esp aloud. 

lec-ture /'lektfa(r)/ п [C] talk for the purpose 
of teaching: a course of philosophy ~s. give 
sb a lecture, scold him or state one’s disap- 
proval. о vi,vt give a lecture (course): ~ оп 
modern drama. lecture sb (for), scold, tell 
off: J was ~d for being lazy. 
lec-turer, person, lower in rank than a 
professor, who gives lectures, esp at a college 
or university. 
lec-ture-ship, position as a lecturer. 

led /led/ pt,pp of lead*. 

ledge /led3/ п [С] 1 narrow shelf coming out 


leave /leg 


‘from a wall, cliff or other upright surface: a 
'window ~. 2 ridge of rocks under water, esp 

‘ near the shore. 

ledger /'led3a(r)/ п [С] 1 book in which a 
business firm’s accounts are kept. 2 (music)'~ 
(or 'leger) line, short line added above ог 
below the stave to increase its range. 

lee /li:/ n [C,U] (place giving) protection 
against wind. о adj of or on the side away from 
the wind. 

leech /li:t{/ п [С] 1 small blood-sucking worm 
living in wet places. 2 (fig) person who sucks 
profit out of others. 

leek /li:k/ и [С] vegetable like an onion with a 
long, white bulb. 

leer /lia(r)/ п [0] sly, unpleasant look that sug- 
gests evil desire. о vi look with a leer: ~ing at 
his neighbour’ s wife. 

lee-ward /'li:wod (among sailors) 'lu:ad/ adj, 
adv, п [Ч] (on or to the) sheltered side (con- 
trasted with windward). 

lee-way /'li:wei/ п [U] 1 sideways drift (of a 
ship) in the direction towards which the wind 
is blowing. 2 small amount of freedom of ac- 
tion, expenditure, etc. make up leeway. 
(fig) make up for lost time. 

left’ pt,pp of leave. 

left? /left/ adj 1 (contrasted with right) of the 
side of the body which is towards the west 
when a person faces north: Jn Britain people 
drive on the ~ side of the road. 2 (politics) hav- 
ing radical views, eg socialist. с adv to, on, the 
left side: Lock ~!/ ап [9] 1 the left side or 
direction: His house is on the ~. 2 the L~, 
(politics) > the Left (Wing) below. 
left 'hand adj of, situated on, the left side: a 
house on the ~-hand side of the street. 
jleft-'handed adj (of a person) using the left 
hand more easily or with more skill than the 
right. a left-handed compliment, one 
that is of doubtful sincerity. 
the Left (Wing), more radical group(s), 
party or parties, eg socialists, communists: 
(used as an adjective): ~-wing militants. 
Neft-ist /-ist/ и [С], adj (supporter) of social- 
ism or radicalism. 

leg /leg/ n[C] 1 one of the parts of an animal’s 
or a person’s body used for walking, esp (of a 
human body) the part above the foot. be on 
one’s last legs, exhausted; near one’s death 
or end. pull sb’s leg, deceive him for fun. 
show a leg. (informal) (a) get out of bed. 
(b) make more effort. not have a leg to 
'stand on, have nothing to support one’s 
opinion, defence, etc. stretch one’s legs, 
> stretch(1). 2 that part of clothing that 
closely covers а leg: the ~s of a pair of trousers; 
a'trouser-~. 3 support of a chair, table, etc: a 
chair with four ~. on its last legs, weak and 
likely to collapse. 4 one section of a journey, 
esp by air: the first ~ of a round-the-world 
flight. 5 one of a series of games in a competi- 


legacy/lens 


tion: an away ~, on the opponent’s ground. 

leg-acy /'legasi/ л [С] (р/ -ies) 1 money, etc 
(to be) received by a person under the will of 
and at the death of another person. 2 (fig) 
something handed down from ancestors or 
predecessors: a ~ of firm government. 

legal /'li:gl/ adj connected with, in accordance 
with, authorized or required by, the law: ~ 
affairs. take legal action, bring an action 
against somebody. > action(3). 
Неба! 'tender, form of money which must be 
accepted as payment. 
legally /'li:gali/ adv 

legal. ity /li:'gzloti/ п [СЧ] state or quality of 
being legal: the ~ of an act. 

legal-ize (also -ise) /'li:golaiz/ vt make legal: 
~ the sale of alcoholic drinks. 
legal-iz-ation (also -isation) /,li:galar'zeifn 

- (5: -li'z-/ п [9] 

leg-ation /li'geifn/ n [С] (house, offices, etc, 
of a) diplomatic minister below the rank of 
ambassador, with his staff, representing his 
government in a foreign country. 

leg-end /'ledzand/ 1 [С] old story handed 
down from the past, esp one of doubtful truth: 
the Greek ~s. 2 [U] literature of such stories: 
heroes who are famous in ~. 3 [С] inscription 
on a coin or medal. 4 [C] explanatory words 
on a map, a picture, etc. 
leg-end-ary /'led3andr (5: -deri/ adj 
famous, known only, in legends: ~ary heroes. 

leger /'led3a(r)/ > ledger(2). 

leg-gings /'leginz/ п p/ outer covering, of 
leather or strong cloth, for the leg up to the 
knee, or (for small children) for the whole of 
the leg: a pair of ~s. 

leggy /'legi/ adj (-ier, -iest) (esp of young 
children, colts, etc) having long legs. 

leg-ible /\ед5эЫ/ adj (of handwriting, print) 
that can be read easily. 
leg-ibly /-abli/ adv 
legi-bil-ity /,led3a'bilati/ п [Ч] 

legion /1:45эп/ п [С] 1 division of several 
thousand men in the armies of ancient Rome. 
2 great number (of armed men). 3 any great 
amount or number. 
(French) Foreign Legion, body of non- 
French volunteers who serve in the French 
army, usually overseas. 

legis-late /'ledzisleit/ vi make laws: ~ 
against gambling. 
legis-la-tion /,led3is'leifn/[U). 

legis-lat-ive /'ledzislotiv US: -leitiv/ adj of, 
having the duty or purpose of, making laws: ~ 
reforms/assemblies. 

legis-la-tor /'ledzisleita(r)/ и [С] member of 
a legislative body. 

legis-la-ture /'led3isleitfa(r)/ п [С] assembly 
which makes laws, eg Parliament in GB. 

le-git-imacy _/li'dzitimasi/_ п [9] being 
legitimate. 

le-git-imate /li'dzitimat/ adj 1 lawful, regu- 
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lar: the ~ king. 2 reasonable; that can be justi- 
fied: a ~ reason for being absent from work. 3 
born of persons married to one another; the 
result of lawful marriage: of ~ birth. 
le-git-imate-ly adv 
le-git-ima-tize (also -ise) /li'd3itimataiz/ vi 
make legitimate. 

leg-umin-ous /li'gju:minas/ adj of, like, the 
botanical family that includes peas and beans 
(and other seeds in pods). 

lei-sure /'lezo(r) US: Ш:5эг/ и [Ч] spare time; 
time free from work. 
lei-sure-ly adv without hurrying: work ~ly. 
0 adj unhurried: ~ly movements. 

lemon /Четоп/ я [С] (tree with a) pale yellow 
fruit with acid juice used for drinks and flav- 
ouring; [U] colour of this fruit. 
Нетоп 'curd, jam made from lemons boiled 
with sugar. 
lemon 'squash, drink of lemon-juice and 
water or soda-water. 
‘lemon squeezer, device for pressing juice 
out of a lemon. 

lem-on-ade /,lemo'neid/ и [СО] drink made 
from lemons, sugar and water. 

lemur /'li:ma(r)/ п [С] (kinds of) nocturnal 
animal similar to a monkey but with a face like 
a fox. 

lend /lend/ vt (pt,pp lent /lent/) 1 give (a per- 
son) the use of (something) on the understand- 
ing that it or its equivalent will be returned: / 
will ~ you £100. lend sb a hand (with 
sth), help. 2 contribute: facts that ~ probab- 
ility to a theory. 3 help or serve: This hot 
weather ~s itself to (= is favourable for) 
sleeping. 
len-der, person who lends. 

length /len6/ п [С] 1 measurement from end 
to end (space or time): a river 300 miles in~; 
the ~ of time needed for the work. at length, 
(a) at last (which is more usual); finally. (b) 
for a long time: speak at (great) ~. (c) in de- 
tail; thoroughly: treat a subject at ~. 2 
measurement of a particular thing from end to 
end: The horse won bya~, by its own length. 3 
extent; extreme. go to any length(s), do 
anything necessary to get what one wants or 
needs. 4 piece of cloth, etc long enough for a 
purpose: a'dress ~; a~ of tubing|pipe. 
lengthen /1е10эп/ vt,vi make or become 
longer: ~ena skirt. The days ~en in March. 
Nength-wise  /-waiz/, ‘length-ways 
/-weiz/ adv, adj in the direction from end to 
end. 
lengthy adj (-ier, -iest) (of speech, writing) 
very long; too long. 

lent-ent /'li:niont/ adj not severe (esp in pun- 
ishing people): ~ towards juvenile offenders. 
leni-ence /-ons/, leni-ency /-ansi/ п [U] 
being lenient. 
leni-ent-ly adv 

lens /lenz/ я [С] (pl ~es) 1 piece of glass or 
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substance like glass with one or both sides 
curved, for use in spectacles, casneras, tele- 
scopes, microscopes and other optical instru- 
ments. 2 transparent part of the eye through 
which light is refracted. 

lent /lent/ pt,pp of lend. 

Lent /lent/ и (in Christian Churches) annual 
period of forty days before Easter, observed 
by devout persons as a period of fasting and 
penitence. 

Lenten /'lentan/ adj of Lent: ~en services. 
len-til /lentil/ n [С] kind of bean plant; edible 
seed of this: ~ soup. 

Leo /'li:ou/ n the lion, the fifth sign of the 
zodiac. 

leop-ard /'lepod/ п [С] large African and 
South Asian flesh-eating animal of the cat 
family with a yellow coat and dark spots. 
leop-ard-ess /'lepodis/ и [С] female leopard. 

leper /'lepo(r)/ п [С] person suffering from 
leprosy. 

lep-rosy /‘leprasi/ п [U] skin disease that 
forms scales on the skin, causes local insensi- 
bility to pain, etc and the loss of fingers and 
toes. 
lep-rous /'lepras/ adj of, having, leprosy. 

les-bian /'lezbion/ п [С] homosexual 
woman.o adj of lesbians: а ~ relationship. 

lesion /1:50/ п [С] 1 wound. 2 harmful 
change in the tissues of a bodily organ, caused 
by injury or disease. 

less /les/ adj (contrasted with more) 1 not so 
much; a smaller quantity of: ~ butter/food| 
speed. г> little’(4)..2 less than, I have ~ 
money than you. с adv 1 to a smaller extent; 
not so much: Eat~, drink ~, and sleep more. 2 
not so: Tom is ~ clever than his brother. 3 the 
less, (as in): The ~ you worry about it the.bet- 
ter it will be. & the. no less, (as in): He won 
no ~ than £50 (expressing surprise at the 
amount). even/still less, (as in): I don’t sus- 
pect him of robbery, still ~ of robbery with 
violence. none the less, all the same: 
Though he cannot leave the house, he is none the 
~ busy and active. a п [Ч] smaller amount, 
quantity, time, etc: in ~ than an hour; ~ than 
£50. с prep minus; without: #50 a week ~ £10 
for the rent. 

-less /-lis/ suffix (noun + ~ = 
without: priceless. 

-lessly /-lisli/ adv 
-lessness /-lisnis/n 

les-see /le'si:/n[C] © lease. 

les-sen /'lesn/ vt,vi 1 make or become less: to 
~ the impact/ieffect. 2 cause (something) to 
appear smaller, less important: ~ a person’s 
contribution. 

les-ser /'leso(r)/ adj not so great as the other: 
choose the ~ evil. to a lesser extent, lower, 
smaller, in range, importance, value, etc. 

les-son /'lesn/ и [С] 1 something to be learnt 
or taught; period of time given to learning or 


adjective) 


lent /let 


teaching: 'English ~s. 2 (pl) children’s educa- 
tion in general: Tom is very fond of his ~s. 3 
something serving as an example or a warn- 
ing: Let his fate be а ~ to you all! 4 passage 
from the Bible read aloud during a church 
service. 

les-sor /les's:(r)/ и [С] © lease. 

lest /lest/ conj (dated) 1 for fear that: He ran 
away ~ he зпоша)Бе seen. 2 (after fear, be 
afraid, anxious) that: We were afraid ~ he ar- 
rive too late. 

let’ /let/ vt,vi(pt,pp ~) (-tt-) (For uses with ad- 
verbial particles and prepositions г> 6 below.) 
1 allow (to): Her father will not ~ her go to the 
dance. Her father won't ~ her (go). let a'lone, 
(informal) not to mention: There were five 
people in the car, ~ alone the luggage and the 
two dogs! let oneself go, no longer hold 
back one’s feelings, desires, etc. let it go at 
'that, say or do no more about it: / disagree 
but we'll ~ it go at that. let sb know, inform 
him. ive and ‘let live, © live?(2). let sb/ 
sth loose, release him/it. let sth pass, dis- 
regard it. 2 (used in imperatives or to order): 
L~’s go! Don’t ~’s start yet! L~ her do it at 
once. L~ me be! Stop annoying/holding me! 3 
(of permission or an assumption): L~ AB be 
equal to CD. L~ them ail come! 4 give the use 
of (buildings, land) in return for regular 
money payments: This house.is to be ~. 5 (in 
surgery) fet blood, cause it to flow. Hence, 
'blood-letting 7 

6 (uses with adverbial particles and preposi- 
tions): 

let sth down, \ower; put or take down: 
Please ~ the window down. This skirt needs 
~ ting down, lengthening by lowering the hem- 
line. Jet $6 down, (fig) disappoint; fail to 
help: Harry will never ~ you down. Hence, 
'let-down, п [С] disappointment. /её the 
side down, > side'(10). 

let sh/sth in/into sth, allow to enter: Win- 
dows ~ in the light and air. Who ~ you into the 
building? let sb in for, involve in loss, diffi- 
culty, hard work, etc: He didn’t realize how 
much work he was ~ting himself in for when he 
became chairman. 

let sb into/in on, allow to share (a secret): 
She has been ~ into (= told) the secret. 

let sb off, excuse; not punish (severely): He 
was ~ off with a fine instead of being sent to 
prison. Hence, 'let-off, п [С] escape (from 
punishment). fet sth off, explode: The boys 
were ~ ting off fireworks. 

let 'on (that), (informal) reveal a secret: He 
knew where the boy was but he didn’t ~ on. 

let sbh/sth out, allow to go (flow, etc) out: 
He ~ the air out of the tyres. let sth out, 
make (clothes, etc) looser, larger, etc: He’s get- 
ting so fat that his trousers need to be ~ out 
round the waist. 

let sb/sth through, allow to pass (an ex- 


let/liable 


amination, etc): He got only 40% so the exam- 
iners couldn't possibly ~ him through. 

let up, become less strong, etc: Will the rain 
‘never ~ up? Hence, 'let-up, п (informal): 
‘There has been no ~-up in the rain since last 
Friday. 

let? /let/ n[C] (from let'(4)) lease: / can’t find a 
~ for my house, can find no one willing to rent 
it from me. 
let-ting, (dated) property that is let: a furnish- 
ed ~ting. 

let? Ле! n [С] 1 hindrance, esp in the legal 
phrase: without ~ or hindrance. 2 (tennis) ball 
which when served, hits the net before drop- 
ping into the opponent’s court. 

-let /-lit/ suffix small: booklet; piglet. 

lethal /'li:61/ adj causing, designed to cause, 
death: a~ dose of poison. 

leth-argy /'le99d3i/ и [U] (state of) pone 
tired, uninterested. 
leth-ar-gic /li'8a:d31k/ adj 
leth-ar-gi-cally /-kli/ adv 

let's /lets/ = let us. D> let'(2). 

let-ter /'leta(r)/ и [С] 1 character or sign rep- 
resenting a sound, of which words in writing 
are formed: capital ~s (A, B, C, etc) and small 
~s (a, b, c, etc). Do you have any ~s (eg BA) 
after your name? 2 written message, request, 
account of events, etc sent by one person to 
another: / have some ~s to write. to the let- 
ter, paying strict attention to the actual word- 
ing, to every detail: carry out an order to the~. 
3 (p/) literature and learning. & тап' (1). 
Netter-box, (a) slot in a door for letters. (b) 
box (in the street, at a post office) in which let- 
ters are posted. (c) box (in a building) for 
receiving letters from the post. 
Netter-head, (sheet of paper with a) printed 
name and address, eg of a business firm. 
let-ter-ing /'letarin/ п [О] letters, words, esp 
with reference to their style and size: the ~ing 
on a book cover. 

let-tuce /'letis/.1 [С] garden plant with crisp 
green leaves used in salads; [U] these leaves as 
food. 

leu-ke-mia /lu:'ki:mio/ м [0] (usually fatal) 
disease in which there are too many white 
blood-cells, causing anaemia. 

level! /‘levl/ adj 1 having a horizontal surface: 
~ ground. 2 equal: draw ~ with the other run- 
ners. 3 have a level head, be well-balancd, 
able to judge well. Hence, level-headed adj. 
do one’s level best, do everything pos- 
sible. 

jlevel 'crossing, place where a road and a 
railway cross on the same level. 

level? /'levl/ n 1 [С] line or surface parallel 
with the horizon; such a surface with reference 
to its height: 1000 metres above sea ~. 2 natu- 
ral or right position, stage, social standing, 
etc: He has found his own ~, (fig) has found the 
-kind of people with whom he is morally, so- 
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cially or intellectually equal. 3 [Ц] (group of 
persons having) equal position or rank: ,top-~ 
‘talks, talks between persons in the highest 

‘positions (in government, etc). 4 on the 
level, (informal) honest(ly); straightforward- 
(ly): Is he on the ~? 
О-/А-еуе! (examination), level of 
achievement (Ordinary/Advanced) in 
school-leaving examinations in England and 
Wales. 

level? /levi/ vr,vi (-Il-, US -1-) 1 make or be- 
come level or flat: ~ a building with the ground. 
level off/out, (fig) reach a point beyond 
which no further increase or progress is likely: 
Inflation seems to have ~ed off at 20%. 2 make 
(two or more things, persons) equal in status, 
etc. 3 aim (a weapon, criticism, at): ~ а gun at 
a tiger. level sth against sb, put forward (a 
charge, an accusation, etc). 4 level with sb, 
(informal) be honest, give him information. 

lever /'li:va(r) US: 'levar/ и [С] 1 bar or other 
tool used to lift something or to force some- 
thing open. 2 (fig) means by which force may 
be used: using our ой as а ~ in the negotiations. 
О vf move (something up, along, into/out of 
position, etc) witha lever. 
lever-age /-1d3/ п [U] action of, power or 
advantage gained by, using a lever. 

lev-eret /'levarit/ и [С] young (esp first-year) 
hare. 

levi-tate /'leviteit/ vt,vi (with reference to 
powers claimed by spiritualists) (cause to) rise 
and float in the air in defiance of gravity. 
levi-ta-tion /,levi'terfn/n[C,U] 

lev-ity /'levati/ n [C,U] (pl -ies) (formal) (in- 
stance of a) tendency to treat serious matters 
without respect; absence of seriousness. 

levy /'levi/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) 1 impose; collect 
by authority or force: ~ a tax/a fine. 2 levy 
war on/upon/against, declare, make, war 
on. 3 /evy оп, seize by law: ~ оп a person's 
property. an[C] (pl -ies) act, amount, of levy- 
ing. 

lewd. /lu:d/ adj indecent; lustful. 
lewd.-ly adv 

lexi-cal /'leksikl/ adj of the vocabulary of a 
language. 
lexi-cally /-kli/ adv 

lexi-cogra-phy /,leksi'kografi/ п [U] dic- 
tionary compiling. 
lexi-cogra-pher /,leksi'kografa(r)/ п [С] per- 
son who compiles a dictionary. 

lexi-con /'leksikn US: -Коп/ п [С] dictionary 
(esp of Greek, Latin or Hebrew). 

lexis /'leksis/ и [0] (formal) (person’s) vocab- 
ulary. 

lia-bil-ity /,laio'biloti/ п (р! -ies) 1 [U] the 
state of being liable: ~ to pay taxes. 2 (pl) obli- 
gations; sums of money that must be paid 
(contrasted with assets). 3 [C] (informal) han- 
dicap: His house is more of a~ than an asset. 

liable /'laiobl/ adj 1 responsible according to 
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law: Is a man ~ for his son’s debts in your 
country? 2 be liable to sth, be subject to: be 
~ to aheavy fine. 3 be liable to do sth, have 
a tendency to, be likely to: We are ail ~ to 
make mistakes occasionally. 

li-aison /li'eizn US: Шэгоп/ и 1 [U] connec- 
tion between two separated parts of an army, 
a committee, etc or two different armies, com- 
mittees, etc. 2 [С] illicit sexual relationship. 
li-aise /li'eiz/ vi act as a link (with, between). 
liasing with other staff members. 

liar /'laso(r)/ п [С] person who tells, or who has 
told, a lie. 

lib /lib/ n (informal abbr for) liberation. 
;women’s ‘lib, movement (early 1970's) for 
the liberation of women from social and 
economic inequalities. 

li-ba-tion /lai'beifn/ 2 [С] (pouring out of an) 
offering of wine, etc to honour a god: make a 
~ to Jupiter. 

li-bell /‘laibl/ n 1 [СЧ] (the publishing of a) 
written or printed statement. that damages а 
person’s reputation: sue for ~. 2 [С] (informal) 
anything that brings discredit on or fails todo 
justice to: The portrait 15 а ~~ оп те. в vt (-1-, 
US -1-) publish a libel against; fail to do full 
justice to. 
li-bel-lous (US = li-bel-ous) /'laibolos/ adj 
(а) containing, im the nature of, a libel: ~/ous 
reports. (b) in the habit of using libels: a 
~lous person| periodical. 

lib-eral /'liboral/ adj 1 giving or given freely; 
generous: а ~ supply of food and drink. 2 hav- 
ing, showing, a mind free from prejudice. 3 (of 
education) directed chiefly towards creating a 
tolerant mind with a wide knowledge, not 
specially to professional or technical needs: 
the-~ arts, eg philosophy, history, languages. 
4 L~, of the British political party with this 
name. © below. оп [С] 1 person with moder- 
ate progressive views. 2 L~, member, sup- 
porter, of the Liberal Party. 

the ‘Liberal Party, (СВ) one of the main 
political parties, favouring moderate reforms. 
lib-er-al-ism /-12эт/ п [U] liberal views, 
opinions and principles. 
lib-er-al-ize (also -ise) /'libralaiz/ vt make 
liberal. 
lib-er-al-iz-ation (also -isation) /,libralai- 
еп US: -hi'z-/ n{U] 
lib-er-ally /'‘librali/ adv generously. 

lib-er-al-ity /,libo'rzloti/ п (formal) (pl -ies) 1 
{U] generosity; freedom from prejudice. 2 (p/) 
instances of generosity. 

lib-er-ate /'liboreit/ уг set free: ~ the mind 
from prejudice. 
lib-er-ation /,libo'reifn/ n [0] liberating or 
being liberated. © lib. 
lib-er-ator /-1э(г)/ п [С] person who liberates. 

lib-erty /'liboti/ n (pi -ies) 1 [U] state of being 
free (from captivity, slavery, imprisonment, 
despotic control, government by others); right 


liaison /lick 

or power to decide for oneself what to до. how 
to live, etc: They fought to defend their ~. at 

liberty, (of a person) free; not imprisoned: 
You are now at ~ to leave any time, may do so. 
2 [0] unasked for and sometimes improper 

familiarity. take the liberty of doing 

sth/to do sth: 1 took the ~ of berrowing 

your lawn-mower while you were away on holi- 

day. take liberties with: You musi stop 
taking liberties with the young woman, stop 

treating her with too much familiarity. 

Libra /'li:bra/ п the Scales or Balance, the 
seventh sign of the zodiac. 

li-brar-ian Лаибгеэмэп/ и [К] person in 
charge of a library(1). 

li-brar-ian-ship л [С] profession, duties, of a 
librarian. 

li-brary /‘laibrori US: -breri/ и [С] (pl -ies)-1 
room or building for a collection of books 
kept there for reading; the books ш such а 
room or building: a public ~; а 'гефегепсе ~, 
one in which books may be consulted but not 
taken away. 2 (used as an adjective): а '~ 
book. 3 writing and reading room in a private 
house. 

li-bret-tist /li'bretist/ и [С] author of the 
_words of an opera, etc. 

li-bretto /li'bretau/ п [С] (pl ~s or -ti /-ti:/) 
book of words of an opera, etc. 

lice /lais/ 7 p/ of louse. 

li-cence (US = li-cense) /'laisns/ n 1 [C,U] 
(written or printed statement giving) permis- 
sion from someone in authority to do some- 
‘thing: а ~ to drive a carja'driving ~. 2 [U] ех- 
cessive or wrong use of freedom: The ~ shown 
by the troops when they entered enemy territory 
disgusted everyone. [> also poetic licence; 
off-licence. 

li-cense (also li-cence) /'laisns/ vf give а 
licence to: shops ~d to sell tobacco. 

li-cen-see /,laisn'si:/ п [С] person holding: a 
licence (esp to sell alcohol). 

li-cen-tiate /lai'senfiot) n [С] person who 
has a licence or certificate showing that he is 
competent to practice a profession. 

li-cen-tious /lai'senf{as/ adj immoral (esp 
in sexual matters). 

li-cen-tious-ly adv 

li-chee, li-chi /aitfi:/ и [С] variant spellings 
of lychee. 

lich-gate, lych-gate /‘lit{get/ п [С] 
roofed gateway of a churchyard, where, at a 
funeral, the coffin used to await the arrival of 
the clergyman. 

licit /'lisit/ adj lawful; permitted. 

lick /lik/ vt,vi1 pass the tongue over or under: 
The cat was ~ing its paws. lick sb‘s boots, 

(informal) behave towards him like a slave, 

and in a cowardly, undignified way. lick 

one’s lips, show eagerness or satisfaction. 

lick into shape, make satisfactory (esp of 

health). ick one’s wounds, go away and 


licorice / life 


recover from experience of any form of 
defeat and plan a new attempt. 2 (esp of 
waves, flames) touch lightly: The flames ~ed 
up the dry grass. 3 (informal) overcome; 
triumph over. o n [С] act of licking with the 
tongue. give sth a lick and a promise, a 
quick clean, polish, etc. 

lick-ing л [С] (dated informal) beating; de- 
feat: Our football team got such a ~ing yester- 
day. 

licor-ice /'likaris/n = liquorice. 

lid. /lid/ п [С] 1 movable cover (hinged or de- 
tachable) for an opening, esp at the top of a 
container: the 'teapot ~. 2 = eyelid. 

Нао /'li:dau/ п [С] (p/ ~s) open-air swimming 
pool. 

fie’ Лаг/ vi (pt,pp ~d, present participle lying), 
п [С] (make a) statement that one knows to be 
untrue: tell ~s. Не ~d to me. He’s lying. What 
a pack of ~s! & pack'(3), also white lie. 

'lie detector, device which records the pat- 
tern of heartbeats, etc caused by emotional 
stresses while a person is being questioned. 

Не? /lai/ vi (pt lay /lei/, pp lain /lem/, present 
participle \ying) 1 be, put oneself, flat on a 
horizontal surface or in a resting position: ~ 
on one’s back| side. He lay on the grass enjoying 
the sunshine. (not) take sth lying down, 
(not) submit to a challenge, an insult without 
protest. Ме in, stay in bed after one’s usual 
time. Hence, ,lie-'in п: have а nice ~-in on 
Sunday morning. lie low, г> low'(1). 2 (of 
things) be resting flat on something: The book 
lay open on the table. 3 be kept, remain, in a 
certain state or position: money lying idle in the 
bank. The snow lay thick on the ground. lie 
heavy on sth, cause discomfort, trouble, 
distress: The theft lay heavy on his conscience. 
4 be spread out to view; extend: The valley lay 
before us. If you are young, your life still ~s be- 
fore you. see/find out how the ‘land lies, 
(fiz) learn how matters stand. 5 be situated: 
ships lying at anchor. The fleet lay off the head- 
land. Пе ‘Фо, (of a ship) come almost to a stop, 
facing the wind. 6 (of abstract things) exist: 
The trouble ~s (= 1s) in the engine. He knows 
where his interest ~s, where he may win an ad- 
vantage, make a profit. 7 (legal) be admissible. 
on (sing only) the way something lies. the lie 
of the ‘land, (a) the natural features of an 
area. (b) (fig) the state of affairs. 
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from earth, rock, etc: How did ~ begin? 2 [Ц] 
living things collectively, in general; plants, 
animals, people: /s there any ~ on the planet 
Mars? 3 [U] state of existence as a human be- 
ing: great loss of ~ in war. bring to life, 
cause to live; cause to recover from a faint, an 
illness thought to be fatal, etc. come to life, 
recover consciousness. run for one’s/for 
dear life, in order, or as if to, save oneself 
from death. a matter of ,life or'death, one 
on which continued existence depends. kiss 
of life, > kiss. a new lease of life, > 
lease. 4 [С] state of existence, as an individual 
living being: How many lives were lost in the 
disaster? take sb’‘s life, КШ him. take 
one’s own life, commit suicide. cannot 
for the life of..., however hard I try (= 
even if my life depended on it): For the ~ of me 
I couldn't recall her name. Not on your life! 
(informal) Definitely not! 5 [С] period between 
birth and death, or between birth and the 
present, or between the present and death: He 
lived all his ~ in London. The murderer 
received а ~ sentence/was sentenced to impri- 
sonment for ~. early/late in life, during the 
early/late part of one’s life. have the time 
of one’s life, > time'(10). 6 [U] human 
relations; the business, pleasures, social activi- 
ties, etc of the world: There is not much ~ (eg 
social activity) in our small village. true to 
life, (of a story, drama, etc) giving a true des- 
cription of how people live. 7 [C,U] (way of) 
living; career: Which do you prefer, town ~ or 
country ~? & also highlife. 8 [C] biography: 
He has written anew ~ of Newton. 9 [Ц] activ- 
ity, liveliness, interest: The children are full of 
~, are active and cheerful. the life and 
‘soul (of the party), person who is the most 
lively and amusing member of a social gather- 
ing. 10 [U] living form or model: a'~ drawing; 
а '~ class, (in an art school) one in which 
students draw or paint from living models. 11 
[C] fresh start or opportunity after a narrow 
escape from death, disaster, etc: They say acat 
has nine lives. 12 [C] period during which 
something is active or useful: the ~ of a ship/a 
battery. 

ife-beit, belt of cork or other material to 
keep a person afloat in water. 

life-blocod, (a) blood necessary to life. (b) 
(fig) something that gives essential strength 


liew /lu:/n (only in) én fiew (of), instead (of). 

lieu-ten-ancy /lefitenons: US: /lu:-/ п [С] 
rank, position, of a lieutenant. 

lieu-ten-ant /leftenant US: lu:'t-/ и [©] 1 
army officer below a captain; junior officer in 
the Navy. 2 (in compounds) officer with the 
highest rank under: ,~-'colonel;  jw~- 
com'mander. 3 deputy or substitute; one who 
acts for a superior. 

life /laif/ п (pl lives /laivz/) 1 [U] active condi- 
tion that distinguishes animals and plants 


and energy. 

Nife-boat, (a) boat built for going to the help 
of persons in danger at sea along the coast. 
(b) boat carried on a ship for use in case the 
ship is in danger of sinking, etc. 

life-buoy, device to keep a person afloat in 
water. 

Nife cycle progression through different 
stages of development: the ~ cycle of a frog, 
from the egg to the tadpole to the final stage. 
life force, vital energy thought of as work- 
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ing for the survival of the human race and the 
individual. 
life-giving adj that strengthens or restores 
physical or spiritual life. 
Nife-guard, (a) expert swimmer on duty at 
dangerous places where people swim. (b) (p/ 
'Life Guards) cavairy regiment in the British 
army. (c) bodyguard of soldiers. 
life history, record of the life cycle of an 
organism. 
'life-jacket, one of cork, etc or that can be 
inflated to keep a person afloat in water. 
life-like adj resembling real life; looking like 
the person represented: a ~like portrait. 
Nife-line, (a) rope used for saving life. (b) 
(fig) anything on which one’s life depends. (c) 
line across the palm of the hand, alleged to 
show one’s length of life, major events in one’s 
life, etc. 
life-long adj continuing for a long time; last- 
ing throughout life. 
life peer, member of the House of Lords 
whose title cannot be inherited. 
ife-raft, structure of wood, etc used instead 
of a boat, eg by swimmers. 
‘life science, one studying living things, eg 
biology, botany, zoology. 
life-size(d) adj (of pictures, statues, etc) 
having the same size, proportions, etc as the 
person represented. 
life-span, longest period of life of an organ- 
ism known from the study of it. 
life style, way of life of a person or group. 
Nife-time, duration of a person’s life. the 
\chance of a ‘lifetime, a good opportunity 
that will probably never come again. 
ife-work, task to which one devotes all 
one’s life. 
life-less adj (a) never having had life: ~/ess 
stones. (b) having lost life; dead. (c) dull; not 
lively: answer т а ~less manner. 
life-iess-ly adv 

lifer /'laifa(r)/ п [С] (s) person sentenced to 
life imprisonment. 

lift /lift/ vt,vi1 raise, be raised, to a higher level 
or position: ~ a child out of his cot. This box is 
too heavy for те to ~. not lift a finger, > 
finger. lift off, (of a spacecraft) rise from the 
launching-site, lift-off п: We have ~-off. 2 
make louder: ~ (up) one’s voice. 3 make more 
hopeful, cheerful, etc: The good news ~ed her 
spirits. 4 (of clouds, fog, etc) rise; pass away: 
The mist began to ~~. 5 remove (piants, shrubs, 
etc) from the ground: ~ potatoes. 6 (informal) 
steal: ~ articles in a supermarket. Hence, 
'shopiifter, 'shoplifting. 7 take without 
permission or proper acknowledgement: long 
passages ~ed from other.authors. 8 end (a ban, 
prohibition, blockade, siege). он [С] 1 act of 
lifting. get/give sb a lift, (a) be offered/ 
offer a free ride in a motor-vehicle: Can you 
give те а ~ to the station? > thumb(2). (b) 


lifer /light 


(of a person’s spirits) become/make more 
cheerful, contented: The salary increase gave 
me a tremendous ~. 2(US = elevator) moving 
cage for taking people up or down to another 
floor. 

Nift-boy/-man, one who operates a lift(2). 


liga-ment /'ligomont/ и [С] band of strong 


tissues that holds two or more bones together. 


light’ /lait/ adj (ег, -est) (opposite of dark) 1 


(of a place) well provided with light*(1): /7’s 
beginning to get ~. 2 pale-coloured: ,~-'blue/ 
-'green|-'brown. 

Night-coloured adj 


light? /lait/ adj (-ег, -est) 1 not heavy; not 


having much weight (for its size): as ~ as ай| 
as a feather; a~ fall of snow; ~ clothes for the 
summer. 2 gentle; delicate: give her a ~ touch 
on the shoulder. 3 below the correct weight, 
amount, etc: give ~ weight. We're about 50p ~ 
on the petty cash, 5Ор is missing. 4 (of beer, 
wines) not very strong; (of food) easily digest- 
ed; (of meals) small in quantity: а ~~ supper. 5 
(of sleep) not deep; easily disturbed; (of sleep- 
ers) easily woken. 6 (of books, plays, music) 
primarily for amusement, not for serious en- 
tertainment or study: ~ reading/music. 7 (of 
soil) easily broken up. 8 (of taxes, punish- 
ment) not difficult to bear. 9 (of work) easily 
done. make light 'work of sth, do it with- 
out much effort. 10 not serious or important: 
a~ attack of flu. make light of, treat as if of 
no or little importance. o adv in a light man- 
ner: sleep ~; travel ~, with little luggage. 
jlight-'fingered adj skilful in using the fing- 
ers, esp as a pickpocket. 

jlight-'footed adj moving with light(2), 
easy steps. 

jlight-'handed adj (a) having а light(2) 
hand. (b) not carrying much. 

jlight-'headed -adj (a) dizzy; delirious. (b) 
frivolous. 

jlight-'hearted adj cheerful; gay. 
light-'heavyweight л [С], adj (boxer) 
weighing between 160 and 175 16$ (72:5 and 
79-3 kg). 

Night-weight n [C], adj (a) (person, animal, 
thing) light in weight. (b) (boxer) weighing 
between 126 and 135 Ibs (57 and 61 kg). (с) 
(informal) person of little influence or jmpor- 
tance. 

light-ly adv (esp) get off lightly, (informal) 
avoid having to pay a lot, be punished severe- 
ly, etc. 

light-ness 7[U] 


light? Лац/ n 1 [U] that which makes things 


visible: the ~ of the sun/a lamp|the fire; 
'moon~,; 'sun~. in a good/bad light, (a) 
so as to be seen well/badly: The picture has 
been hung ina bad ~. (b) (fig) so as to make a 
good/bad impression: Press reports always 
make him appear ina bad <. (go) out likea 
light, (fall) asleep, faint, etc quickly. see the 


light /like 


hight, (esp) realize the truth of something that 
one has been oppsed to. 2 [С] something {На 
gives light, eg a candle or lamp: 'traffic ~s. 
Turn|Switch the ~s onloff. 3 [С] (something 
used for producing a) spark or flame: Can you 
give те a~, please? (eg for a cigarette). 4 [U] 
expression of brightness or liveliness in a per- 
son’s face (esp in the eyes), suggesting happi- 
ness or other emotion. 5 [U] knowledge or in- 
formation that helps understanding; [С] fact 
or discovery that explains. come/bring sth 
to light, become/cause something to be vi- 
sible or known: Much new evidence has come 
to ~/has been brought to ~ in recent years. 
shed/throw (a new) light on sth, make 
something clearer, provide new information. 
in the light of, with the help given by or 
gained from. 6 [C] way in which something 
appears: Гуе never viewed the maiter in that ~. 
7 [С] famous person; person (to be) regarded 
as an example or model: one of the shining ~s 
of our age. 8 [С] window or opening, in a roof, 
for the admission of light: a 'sky~. 9 [С] part 
of a painting or photograph shown as lighted 
up: ~ and shade, contrasts. > highlight. 
Night bulb, glass container for an electric 
light. 

Night-house, tower or other tall structure 
containing a strong, flashing light for warning 
or guiding ships at sea. 

ight-ship, ship provided with a light, for 
the same purposes as those of a lighthouse. 
light year, the distance travelled by light in 
one year (about 6 million million miles) used 
to measure distances in space. 

light‘ /lait/ vt,vi(pt.pp lit /t/) 1 cause to begin 
burning or to give out light: ~ a cigarette/fire. 
2 provide lights(2) to or for: Our streets are lit 
by electricity. 3 cause to become bright: The 
burning building lit up the whole district. 4 
light up, (a) switch on (electric) light, etc: 
It’s getting dark—time to ~ up. Hence, 
jfighting-'up time when, according to 
regulations, lamps in the roads and on ve- 
hicles must be lit. (b) (informal) begin to 
smoke a pipe or cigarette: He struck a match 
and lit up. 5 light up (with), (of a person’s 
face or expression) (cause to) become bright: 
Her face lit up with pleasure. 

light? /lait/ vi (pt.pp lit Ли/) (literary) find by 
chance: ~ on/upon а гаге book. 

lighten’ /Чацо/ vt,vi 1 make or become less 
heavy; reduce the weight of: ~ a ship’s cargo. 
2 (fig): Her heart ~ed when she heard the news. 
lighten? /‘laitn/ vt,vi 71 make (more) light or 
bright: using white paint to ~ the room. 2 be- 
come light or bright: The eastern sky ~ed. 3 
send out lightning: /t’s thundering and ~ing. 
lighter’ /‘laita(r)/ п [С] 1 device for lighting 
cigarettes or cigars. 2 (chiefly in compounds) 
person or thing that lights: а Vamp-~, man 
who lit gas-lamps. : 
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lighter? /'la:ta(r)/ и [С] shallow boat used for 
loading and unloading ships not brought to a 
wharf, and for carrying goods in a harbour or 
river. | 

light-ning /'laitnin/ n [0] flash of bright 
light produced by natural electricity between 
clouds in the sky or clouds and the ground, 
with thunder: be struck/killed by ~. like 
lightning: with lightning speed, very 
fast. 

Nightning-rod/-conductor, metal rod 
fixed on the top of a high building, etc and 
connected to the earth, to prevent damage by 
lightning. 

lights /laits/ п p/ lungs of sheep, pigs, bul- 
locks, etc used as food for pet animals. 

ИК.аЫе (also like-able) /'laikabl/ adj of a 
kind that is, or deserves to be, liked: He’s a 
very ~ person. 

like’ /latk/ adj similar; having the same or 
similar qualities, etc; having a resemblance: 
The two girls are very ~. г> aiike. Like 
father, like'son, As the one is, so the other 
will be. с conj as: She can’t cook ~ her mother 
(does). 6 n 1 [С] similar person or thing; that 
which is equal or similar to something else: 
Music, painting and the ~, and similar bran- 
ches of the arts. 2 (p/) (informal) similar per- 
sons, things, etc: Have you ever seen the ~s of 
this? о prep 1 such as; resembling: What is he 
~? What sort of person is he—in looks, be- 
haviour, etc, according to the situation? 
nothing like, nothing to be compared with: 
There’s nothing ~ walking as a means of keep- 
ing fit. This is nothing ~ as good, not nearly so 
good. something like, nearly; about: The 
cost will be something ~ five pounds. 2 ‘feel 
like, be in a suitable state or mood for: She 
felt ~ crying. We'll go for a walk if you feel ~ 
it. look like, \ook as if a person or thing 
might (used to show probability or in likeli- 
hood): /t looks ~ rain. 3 characteristic of: [sn’t 
that just ~ a man! 4 in the manner of; to the 
same degree as: Don’t talk ~ that, in that way. 
It fits him ~ a glove, closely, tightly (ie well). 
He drinks ~ a fish, a great deal. 5 like 'any- 
thing. (51) as hard, etc as can be expected ог 
imagined: She works ~ anything when she’s in- 
terested. like 'mad/'‘crazy, as if crazy: He 
complains ~ mad when things go wrong. like 
‘hell, (50) (а) furiously; energetically: Не 
moans ~ ‘hell when he loses a bet. (b) (used for 
emphasis): ‘But you were there, weren't you” 
[^^ hell, Iwas? 1 certainly wasn’t! 
jlike-'minded adj having the same tastes, 
aims, etc. 

like? /laik/ vt,vi 1 be fond of; have a taste for; 
find satisfactory or agreeable: Do you ~ fish? 
She ~s him but she doesn’t love him. Well, I~ 
that! (what has been said or done is surprising, 
unexpected, unacceptable, etc). 2 (in negative 
sentences) be unwilling or reluctant: J didn’t~ 
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to disturb you. 3 would/should like, (of a 
wish): She would ~ a cup of tea. How can she 
explain that, I should ~ to know, (often tronic, 
meaning that it would be difficult to explain, 
etc). 4 prefer; choose; wish: /’~ people to tell 
the truth. How do you~ your tea? if you like, 
(used to express consent to a request or sug- 
gestion): ГИ come if you~. 5 suit the health of: 
I~ lobster but it doesn’ t ~ me, ie it gives me т- 
digestion. оп (pl) (only in) likes and 'dis- 
likes, things one prefers or hates. 

-like /-laik/ suffix resembling: childlike. 

like-li-hood /‘laiklihud/ п [U] probability: 
There is a strong ~ of rain tomorrow. 

like-ly /'laikli/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 that seems 
reasonable or suitable for a purpose: What do 
you think is the likeliest/the most ~ time to find 
him at home? That’s a ~ story]excuse, [ don’t 
believe you. 2 to be expected (to...): He is not 
~ to succeed. It’s highly ( = very) ~ that he will 
succeed. 0 adv most/very likely, probably: 
I shall very ~ be here again next month. as 
likely as not, with greater probability: He 
will succeed as ~ as not. not likely, (used as 
an int): ‘Will you come to the pop concert? ‘Мо! 
~! I certainly will not! 

liken /'‘laikn/ vt liken sth to sth, point out 
the likeness of one thing (to another): ~ the 
heart to a pump. 

like-ness /'laiknis/ 1 1 [U] resemblance; be- 
ing like: / can’t see much ~ between the two 
boys. 2 [С] detail, instance, of being like: 
There's a family ~ in all of them. 3 [C] copy, 
portrait, picture, photograph: The portrait is a 
good~. 

like-wise /'laikwaiz/ adv in the same or a 
similar way: Watch him and do ~. с conj also; 
moreover. 

lik-ing /'laikin/ n [0] 1 being fond of: L~ is 
not the same as loving. 2 (with a, but not р/) 
fondness. have a liking for, be fond of. to 
one’s liking, as one likes it; satisfactory: [5 
everything to your ~? take a liking ta. be- 
come fond of. 

li-lac /'lailok/ и 1 [С] shrub with sweet- 
smelling pale purple or white blossom. 2 [U] 
pale purple or pinkish-purple: (used as an 
adjective) а > dress. 

Hilt /lilt/ п [С] (lively song or tune with a) well- 
marked rhythm. а vf,vi go, sing with a lilt: a 
~ ing waltz. 

lily лы п [©] (pl -ies) (kinds of) plant growing 
from a bulb, of many. sizes, shapes and col- 
ours: 'waterlilies. 

‘lily-livered adj cowardly. 
jlily-'white adj (a) pure white. (b) (infor- 
mal) (of a person) pure. 

limb /ит/л [С] 1 leg, arm or wing: escape with 
life and ~, without serious injury. 2 bough (of 
a tree). leave sb/be/go out on a limb, (in- 
formal) leave a person/be/put oneself in a pos- 
ition that can be attacked, eg because separ- 
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ated from supporters. 

-limbed /limd/ suffix. ,long-/,strong-'~, hav- 
ing long/strong limbs. 

lim-ber /'limbo(r)/ угу: limber (oneself) 
up, make oneself fit with loose muscles ready 
for athletics or sport, by exercising. 

limbo /'irmbau/ n [U] condition of being for- 
gotten and unwanted. in limbo, (informal) 
put to one side: The idea is in ~ until the new 
Manager is appointed. 

lime’ /laim/ и [0] white substance used in 
making cement and mortar. 
Nime-light, intense white light produced by 
heating a rod of lime in a very hot flame, for- 
merly used for lighting the stage in theatres. 
fond of/in the limelight, \iking/recetving 
great publicity. 
Чите. топе, (kinds of) rock containing lime 
quarried for industrial use. 

lime? /laim/ n [C] (also linden) tree with 
smooth heart-shaped leaves and _ sweet- 
smelling yellow blossoms. 

lime? /laim/ и [С] (tree with) round juicy fruit 
like, but more acid than, a lemon. 
‘lime-juice, juice of this fruit used for fla- 
vouring and asa drink. 

lim-er-ick /‘limortk/ п [С] humorous or non- 
sense poem of five lines. 

limit! /'lumit/ и [С] line or point that may not 
or cannot be passed; greatest or smallest 
amount, degree, etc of what is possible: within 
а ~ of five тйез[а five-mile ~~. We must seta~ 
to the expense of the trip. She has reached the ~ 
of her patience. She{ That really is the ~! She is 
the worst example! Г am not going to put up 
with any more! > also age limit. within 
limits, in moderation: Гт willing to help you, 
within ~s. of f limits, (US) = out of bounds. 

limit? /‘limit/ vr put a limit or limits to; be the 
limit of: We must ~ our spending to what we 
can afford. 
lim-ited pp small; restricted; narrow: Accom- 
modation is very ~ed. 
jimited ia'bility company, (abbr Ltd 
placed after the name) business whose mem- 
bers are liable for its debts only for the amount 
they have provided. 
lim-it-less adj without limit: ~/ess ambi- 
tions. 

limi-ta-tion /,limsteifn/ и 1 [0] limiting; 
condition of being limited. 2 [С] condition, 
fact or circumstance that limits; disability or 
inability: He knows his ~s, knows the extent 
of his ability. 

limou-sine /'limozi:n/ n [С] car with the 
front seats separated from the back seats by 
means of a partition (as in a London {ах}. 

limp’ /limp/ adj not stiff or firm; without 
strength: The flowers looked ~ in the heat. 
limp-ly adv 
limp-ness 7 [0] 

limp? /iimp/ vt walk lamely or unevenly as 
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when one leg or foot is hurt or stiff: The 
wounded soldier ~ed off the battlefield. The da- 
maged ship ~ed (= managed with difficulty to 
get) back to port. а п [U] (usually with a, an) 
walk that is not normal because of an injury, 
etc: have/walk witha bad~. 

lim-pet /'limpit/ я [С] 1 small shellfish that 
fastens itself tightly to rocks. 2 (fig) person 
who holds on tightly to a position or another 
person. 

lim-pid /‘limpid/ adj (of liquids, the atmo- 
sphere, the eyes) clear; transparent. 

linch-pin /Шоарш/ п [C] 1 iron pin passed 
through the end of an axle to keep the wheel in 
position. 2 (fig) vital part; person who, be- 
cause of his work, etc keeps an organization, 
etc together. 

lin-den /'lindon/ п & Ите?. 

line’ /lain/ n [C] 1 piece or length of thread, 
string, rope or wire for various purposes: 
many 'fishing|'telephone/|‘washing ~s. L~ en- 
gaged! (US = L~ busy) used of a telephone 
line already in use. hotline. 2 [С] long, nar- 
row mark made on a surface: Draw a ~ from 
A to B.3[U] the use of lines(2) in art, etc: a'~ 
drawing, eg with a pen or pencil. 4 (in games) 
mark made to limit a court or ground, or 
special parts of them: Did the ball cross the ~? 
5 crease on the skin of the face; furrow or 
wrinkle; one of the marks on the palm of the 
hand. 6 (p/) contour; outline: а dress with flat- 
tering ~s. 7 row of persons or things: a ~ of 
trees|chairs| people; manufactured goods on the 
as'sembly ~. in line (for), next in order for: 
He’s in ~ for promotion. stand in line, (esp 
US) form a queue. 8 edge, boundary, that di- 
vides: cross the ~ into Canada (ie from US). 
draw the line (at), © draw?(11). 9 rail- 
way; single track of railway lines: the тат ~; 
a'branch ~. reach the ,end of the ‘line, 
(fig) (of a relationship) reach the point where 
it breaks down, ends. 10 organized system of 
transport under one management and giving a 
regular service: an 'air~.11 direction; course; 
track; way of behaviour, dealing with a situa- 
tion, etc: соттипйсапоп ~s. Don’t stand т 
the ~ of fire! choose/follow/take the 
line of least resistance, the easiest way of 
doing things. take a strong/firm line 
(over sth), deal with a problem, etc in a 
firm(2) manner: Should the government take a 
stronger ~ over inflation? (be/get) in/out 
of line (with), in agreement/disagreement 
(with). come/fall into line (with), accept 
views, conform, agree. follow the ‚рагу 
‘fine, vote, speak, in agreement with estab- 
lished political party policy. toe the line, > 
toe v.12 connected series of persons following 
one another in time, esp of the same ancestry: 
a long ~ of great kings. 13 row of words ona 
page of writing or in print: page 5, ~ 10. The 
leading actor was not sure of his~s.dropsba 
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line,. (informal) write a short letter to some- 
body. read between the lines, > 
read(6). 14 series of connected military de- 
fence posts, trenches, etc: the front/enemy 
~(s). 15 (mil) row of tents, huts, etc in а сатр: 
inspect the ~s; the ‘horse ~s. 16 business; oc- 
cupation: He’s in the 'grocery ~. That’s not 
much т my ~, (fig) 1 don’t know/care much 
about it. 17 class of commercial goods: a 
cheap ~ in denim jeans. 18 (pl) conditions of 
life; fate. Hard lines! Bad luck! 

line? /lain/ vt,vi 1 mark with lines: ~d paper, 
with lines printed on it. 2 cover with lines: a 
face ~d with anxiety. 3 line up, (cause to) be 
in a line, get into a line: The soldiers quickly 
~d up. & line-up below. 4 form, be placed, in 
a line or lines along: a road ~d with trees| 
spectators. 

line? /lain/ vt 1 add a layer of material to the 
inside of (bags, boxes, articles of clothing): 
fur-~d gloves. 2 (fig) fill (one’s purse, pocket, 
stomach, etc): He has ~d his pockets with 
bribes. > lining. 

lin-eage /'linuid3/ п [0] (formal) = ancestry. 

lin-eal /'lintol/ adj in the direct line of descent 
(from father to son, etc): a~ descendant|heir. 
lin-eal-ly /-1э1/ adv | 

Нп.еаг /'linia(r)/ adj 1 of or in lines: а ~ 
design. 2 of length: ~ measurement. 

linen /‘linin/ п [U] cloth made of flax; articles 
made from this cloth, esp sheets, tablecloths, 
etc. wash one’s dirty linen in public, 
discuss family quarrels, unpleasant personal 
affairs, etc in the presence of other people. 

liner /‘lama(r)/ п [С] 1 ship or aircraft of a 
line(10): a jet 'air~. 2 (also 'freight ~) long- 
distance express goods train between indus- 
trial centres and seaports, with facilities for 
fast (un)loading of goods. 3 cosmetic for 
drawing lines round the eyes: an 'eye-~. 

lines-man /‘lainzmon/ м [С] (sport) person 
who helps the umpire or referee by saying 
whether or where the ball touches or crosses 
one of the lines. 

line-up /‘lain ap/ м [С] 1 way in which per- 
sons, states, etc are arranged or allied: anew ~ 
of political parties; a ~ of men in an identifi- 
cation parade. 2 formation of players ready 
for action (in a game such as baseball or foot- 
ball). 3 arrangement of items (esp in a radio or 
TV programme): This evening’s ~ includes an 
interview with the Chairman of British Rail. 

lin-ger /'lingo(r)/ vi be late or slow in going 
away; Stay at or neara place: ~ about/around. 
‘ling-erer, person who lingers. 
ling-er-ing adj long; prolonged: а ~ing ill- 
ness; a ~ing look, one showing regret; unwill- 
ingness to leave or give up something: a few 
~ing (= remaining) doubts. 
ling-er-ing-ly adv 

linge-rie /‘lanzari: US: -ге/ п [U] (Fr) (trade 
name for) women’s underwear. 
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lingo /‘lingau/ и [С] (р/ ~es) language, esp 
one that one does not know; way of talking, 
vocabulary, of a special subject or class of 
people: the strange ~ used by disc jockeys. 

lin-gua franca /ligwa 'freanka(r)/ п [С] 
language adopted for local communication 
over an area in which several languages are 
spoken, eg Swahili in E Africa. 

lin-gual /'lingwal/ adj of the tongue, speech 
or languages: bi~. 

lin-guist /'lijgwist/ я [C] 1 person skilled in 
foreign languages: She’s a good ~. 2 person 
who makes а scientific study of language(s). 

lin-guis-tic /lin'gwistik/ adj of (the scientific 
study of) languages. 
lin-guis-tics и (used with a sing verb) the 
science of language, eg of its structure, rela- 
tionship to other forms of communication, 
etc. 
ap plied lin'guistics, this study put to 
practical uses, esp in the teaching of lan- 
guages. 

lini-ment /'linimont/ я [C,U] (kind of) liquid 
for rubbing on stiff or aching parts of the 
body. | 

lin-ing /‘lainin/ 1 [C] layer of material added 
to the inside of something: a fur ~. Every 
cloud has a siiver lining, © silver(3). 2 
[U] material used for this purpose. 

link /link/n[C]1 one ring or loop of a chain. 2 
one of a pair of fasteners for the cuffs of a 
shirt: 'cuff-~s. 3 person or thing that unites or 
connects two others: the ~ between the past 
and the future. 4 measure of length, one hun- 
dredth of a chain; 7-92 inches or about 20 cen- 
timetres. о vt,vi join, be joined, with, or as 
with, a link: ~ things together; two towns ~ed 
by acanal. Where shall we ~ up, meet? 

links /links/ n 1 (used with а р/ verb) grassy 
land, esp near the sea. 2 (often used with a, an 
and a sing verb) golf-course. 

lin-net /'‘linit/ л [С] small brown songbird, 
common in Europe. 

lino /'lainau/ и [Ч] (abbr for) linoleum. 

lin-oleum /l'navliom/ п [U] strong floor- 
covering of canvas treated with powdered 
cork and oil. 

lin-seed /'linsid/ п [U] seed of flax: '~-oil, 
used in making printing ink, linoleum, etc. 

lint /lint/ л [0] soft cotton material, used for 
dressing wounds. 

lin-tel /'lintl/ и [С] horizontal piece of wood 
or stone forming the top of the frame of a door 
or window. 

lion /'iaian/ п [С] large, strong, flesh-eating 
animal of the cat family found in Africa and $ 
Asia. the lion’s share, the larger or largest 
part. 
lion-ess /-es/ п [С] female lion. 
lion-ize (also -ise) /-а12/ vt treat (a person) as 
a celebrity. 

lip /lip/ п [С] 1 one or other of the fleshy edges 
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of the mouth: the lower/upper ~. bite one’s 
lip, hide one’s feelings. curl one’s lip, show 
scorn. give/pay ‘lip-service to sth, make 
insincere promises, express insincere regret. 
keep а stiff upper lip, > stiff(1). lick/ 
smack one’s lips, show (anticipation of) 
enjoyment. 2 edge of a hollow vessel or open- 
ing: the ~ of a bowljcrater. 3 [U] (sf) im- 
pudence: That's enough of your ~! 
'lip-reading, method (taught to deaf people) 
of understanding speech from lip movements. 
Hence, 'lip-read уг, vi. 

lip-stick, (stick of) cosmetic material for 
colouring the lips. 

liquefy /'likwifai/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) make or 
become liquid. 

li-queur /itkjua(r) US: -'kar/ п [C,U] (kinds 
of) strong-flavoured alcoholic drink for tak- 
ing in small quantities: a ~ glass, a very small 
one for liqueurs. 

liquid /'likwid/ п [C,U] substance like water 
or oil that flows freely and is neither a solid 
nor a gas. о adj 1 in the form оЁа liquid: ~ 
food, soft, easily swallowed, suitable for sick 
people. 2 clear, bright and looking wet: ~ 
eyes, bright and shining. 3 (of sounds) clear; 
pure: the ~ notes of a blackbird. 4 easily 
changed: ~ opinions. 5 (finance) easily sold or 
changed into cash: ~ assets. 

liqui-date /‘likwideit/ vt,vi 1 pay or settle (a 
debt). 2 bring (esp an unsuccessful business 
company) to an end by dividing up its 
property to pay debts; (of a company) go 
through this process. 3 (informal) get rid of, 
put an end to; kill: gangsters who ~ their 
rivals. 
liqui-da-tion /,likwi'deifn/ п [U] liquidating 
or being liquidated. go into liquidation, 
become bankrupt. 

liqui-da-tor /-ta(r)/, official person who 
liquidates(2). 

liquid.-ity /l'kwidoati/ п [U] 1 state of being 
liquid(5). 2 state of being able to get money 
easily by selling assets. 

liquid-ize (also -ise) /'likwidaiz/ vt crush, eg 
fruit, vegetables, to a liquid pulp. 

liquid-izer (also -iser), device for liquidizing 
fruit, etc. 

liquor /‘liko(r)/ n 1 [C,U] (GB) (kind of) alco- 
holic drink. 2 (US) distilled alcoholic drinks: a 
'~ store. 3 [U] liquid produced by boiling or 
fermenting a food substance. 

liquor-ice (US = licor-ice) /'likaris/ п [U] 
(plant from whose root is obtained a) black 
substance used in medicine and in sweets. 

lisp /lisp/ vi,v¢ fail to use the sounds /s/ and /z/ 
correctly, eg by saying /61k'@ti:n/ for sixteen; 
say in a lisping manner: She ~s. о я [С] lisping 
way of speaking: The childhasabadw~. 

lis-som, lis-some /'lisom/ adj quick and 
graceful in movement. 

list’ /list/ n [С] number of names (of persons, 
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items, things, etc) written or printed: a 'shop- 
ping ~.0 vtmakea list of; put ona list. 
listed building, (СВ) one protected because 
of its architectural importance. 
"ist price, published or advertised price. 

fist? /list/ vi (esp of a ship) lean over to one 
side, eg because the cargo has shifted: The ship 
~ed to starboard. о п [С] listing (of a ship). 

list? /list/ vt,vi (old use) listen (to). 

lis-ten /'lisn/ vi 1 try to hear; pay attention: 
We ~ed but heard nothing. The boys were not 
~ing to me. listen in (to), (a) listen to a 
radio programme: Did you ~ in to the Prime 
Minister yesterday evening? (b) listen secretly 
to a conversation, eg by using an extension 
telephone receiver. 2 take (a person’s) advice: 
Don’t ~ to him—he wants to get you into 
trouble. 
lis-tener, person who listens. 

list-less /‘listlis/ adj too tired to show in- 
terest or do anything. 
list-less-ly аду ; 

lists /lists/ м p/ area of ground for fights (in 
former times) between men on horseback 
wearing armour and using lances. enter the 
lists, (fig) send out, accept, a challenge to a 
contest. 

lit /lit/ pt,pp of tight’. 

lit-any /'liton:/ п [К] (р! -ies) form of prayer 
for use in church services, spoken by a priest 
with responses from the congregation. 
the Litany, that in the Book of Common 
Prayer of the Church of England. 

lit-chii /‘lartfi:/ variant spelling of lychee. 

liter /‘li:to(r)/ п (US) & litre. 

lit-er-acy /'litorasi/ и [U] ability to read and 
write. 

lit-eral /'literal/ adj 1 connected with, 
expressed in, letters of an alphabet. 2 corre- 
sponding exactly to the original: a ~ trans- 
lation. 3 taking words in their usual and obvi- 
ous sense, without exaggeration, etc: the ~ 
sense of a word. 4 (of a person) not having 
imagination: a~ mind. 
lit-er-ally /'litrali/ adv (a) word for word; 
strictly: carry out orders too ~ly. (b) (infor- 
mal) without exaggeration: The children were 
~ly starving. 

lit-er-ary /'litorori1 US: Чиэгеги/ adj of lit- 
erature or authors: а ~ man, either an author 
or a man interested in literature; a ~ style, as 
used in literature. 

lit-er-ate /'litorot/ adj 1 able to read and 
write. 2 cultured; well-read: Ben’s a re- 
markably ~ young man. on|C] literate person. 

lit-era-ture /'litorotfo(r) US: -tfuer/ п 0] 1 
(the writing or the study of) books, etc valued 
as works of art (drama, fiction, essays, poetry, 
biography, contrasted with technical books 
and journalism). 2 (also with a, an) all the 
writings of a country (French ~) or a period 
(18th century English ~); books dealing with a 


special subject: travel ~; an extensive ~ deal- 
ing with the First World War. 3 [U] printed 
material describing or advertising something, 
eg brochures: We shall be glad to send you 
some ~ about our package holidays. 

lithe /laid/ adj (of a person, etc) bending, 
twisting or turning easily: ~ movements. 

liti-gant /'litigont/ п [С] person engaged in a 
lawsuit. 

liti-gate /'litigeit/ уруг go to law; make а 
claim at a law court. 

liti-ga-tion /,liti'geifn/ п [Ч] 

lit-mus /'litmes/ и [U] blue colouring-matter 
that is turned red by acid and can then be res- 
tored to blue by alkali: '~-paper, used as a test 
for acids and alkalis. 

li-totes /'laitouti:z/ п [С] (р! unchanged) 
understatement used ironically, esp using a 
negative to express the contrary, as ‘I shan’t be 
sorry when it’s over’ meaning ‘I shall be very 
glad’. 

litre (US = liter) /'li:ta(r)/ п [С] unit of 
capacity in the metric system. (1 litre = about 
13 pints). 

lit-ter’ /'lito(r)/ n 1 [U] bits of paper, wrap- 
pings, bottles, etc left lying about in a room or 
public place: Pick up your ~ after a picnic. 2 
[9] straw and similar material, eg dry brack- 
en, used as bedding for animals or for protect- 
ing plants from frost. 3 [C] all the newly born 
young ones of an animal: a ~ of puppies. о 
vt,vi 1 make untidy with litter(1): ~ а desk 
with papers; ~ up one’s room. 2 supply (a 
horse, etc) with straw; make a bed for ап ani- 
mal: ~ down a horse/a stable. 3 (of animals, 
esp dogs and pigs) bring forth a litter(3). 
Nitter-basket/-bin, container for litter(1). 

litter? /‘lito(r)/ и [С] 1 couch or bed (often 
with a covering and curtains) in which a per- 
son was carried about, eg on men’s shoulders, 
and as used in ancient Rome. 2 sort of stretch- 
er for carrying a sick or wounded person. 

little’ /'litl/ adj (Note: in senses 1, 2 and 3 
little has no real comparative and superlative; 
~r and ~st are occasionally used but are bet- 
ter avoided. > less and least for senses 5 and 
6.) 1 small, or small in comparison: the ~ 
finger|toe. 2 (suggesting affection, tenderness, 
regard, admiration, or the contrary, depend- 
ing on the preceding adjective): What a pretty 
~ house! That poor ~ girl! 3 short (in time, 
distance, stature): Won’t you stay a ~ time 
with me? 4 young: How are the ~ ones, the 
children? 5 not much: / have very ~ time for 
reading and less for watching television. 6 (with 
a) some but not much; a small quantity of: He 
knows aw French. Не ваза ^^, she has less and 
I have (the) least. с adv 1 (& less, least) not 
much; hardly at all; only slightly: He is ~ 
known. She slept very ~ last night. I see him 
very ~ (= rarely) nowadays. He left ~ more 
than an hour ago. Не is ~ better than (= is al- 
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most as bad as) a thief. a little, rather; some- 
what: a ~ afraid/too big; a ~ on the fat side, 
rather fat. not. a fittle, very: not a~ annoyed. 
2 (with such verbs as know, think, imagine, 
guess, suspect, realize, and always placed be- 
fore the verb) not at all: He ~ knows/L~ does 
he know that the police are about to arrest him. 
Little Bear, a constellation. 
little-ness л [О] the quality of being little. 

little? ии] п [О] (© less, least) 1 not much; 
only a small amount: You have done very ~ for 
us. I see very ~ of him. I got ~ out of it, not 
much advantage or profit. He did what ~ he 

_ could. little by little, gradually; by degrees. 
little or nothing. hardly anything. 2 (with 
a) a small quantity; something (a little ~ is 
positive; little is negative): He knows a ~ of 
everything. He knows ~ about it. Please give 
те а <. after/for a little, after/for a short 
time or distance. 

lit-urgy /'lited3:/ п [С] (p/ -ies) [С] fixed form 
of public worship used in a church. 
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tion. live with sth, accept and endure it: / 
don’t like commuting, but [ ve learnt to ~ with 
it. 7 (of things without life) remain in exis- 
tence; survive: No ship could ~ in such a rough 
sea. 8 have an interesting and enjoyable life: ‘/ 
want to ^^’, she said, ‘I don’t want to spend all 
my days looking after babies.’ live it up, have 
great fun: Let’s go into town and ~ it up alittle. 


live-li-hood /'laivithud/ n [С] means of liv- 


ing; way in which one earns money: earn/gain 
one’s ~ by teaching. 


live-long /,livion US: 'laivio:n/ adj (only in) 


the ivelong ‘day/night, all day/night. 


live-ly /'laivli/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 full of life and 


spirit; gay and cheerful: The patient seems a 
little livelierja little more ~ this morning. He 
has а ~ imagination. 2 (of colour) bright; gay. 
3 (of non-living things) moving quickly or 
causing quick movement: a ~ фай. 4 lifelike; 
interesting and enthusiastic: a ~ description of 
a football game. 

live-li-ness п [0] 


li-turgi-cal /1(з:45И adj 
liv-able /'livabl/ adj 1 (of a house, room, cli- 
mate, etc) fit to live in. 2 (of life) tolerable. 


liven /'laivn/ vi,vi make or become lively: 
How can we ~ things up? 
liver’ /'lrva(r)/ п 1 [С] large, reddish-brown 


livable with, (of persons) easy to live with. 

live’ /laiv/ adj 1 having life: ~ fish. 2 burning 
or glowing: ~ coals; unexploded: a ~ bomb; 
not used: a ~ match; charged with electricity: 
а ~ rail, carrying current for trains. 3 (of a 
broadcast) not recorded in advance: This is a 
~ broadcast. 4 full of energy, activity, interest, 
importance, etc: а ~ question/issue, one in 
which there 15$ great interest. 0 adv (from 3 
above): The concert will be broadcast ~. 
live-birth, baby born alive (in contrast to a 
still-birth, baby born dead). 
live wire, (fig) lively, energetic person. 

live? /liv/ vi,vt 1 exist(1); be alive (the more 
usual words). 2 continue to be, remain, alive: 
She’s very ill—the doctors don’t think she will 


organ in the body which produces bile and 
cleans the blood. 2 [U] animal’s liver as food. 
liv-er-ish /-1f/, liv-ery adj (informal) bilious. 


liver? /‘liva(r)/ я [С] person who lives in a 


specified way: а clean/loose ~. 


liv-ery /'livari/ п [С] (pl -ies) 1 special dress or 


uniform worn by male staff in a great house- 
hold (esp of a king or noble) or by members of 
one of the city companies of London (trade or 
craft guilds). 2 (poetic) dress; covering: birds in 
their winter ~. 3 (also '~-stable) stable where 
horses are fed and looked after for payment; 
stable from which horses may be hired. 
liv-er-ied /'livarid/ adj wearing livery(1). 
liv-ery-man, (a) member of a livery com- 
pany. (b) keeper of, worker in, a livery-stable. 


lives /laivz/ p/ of life. 

live-stock /'laivstpk/ п (U] (esp) farm ani- 
mals kept for use or profit. 

livid /'lrvid/ adj 1 of the colour of lead, blue- 


~. Не ~d and died a bachelor. live 'on, conti- 
nue to live: The old people died but the young 
people ~d on in the village. live through, ex- 
perience and survive: He has ~d through two 


wars and three revolutions. ive and ‘let live, 
be tolerant. 3 Jive on, (a) have as food or 
diet: ~ on fruit; (b) depend on for support, 
etc: ~ on one’s salary. five off the land, use 
its agricultural products for one’s food needs. 
4 make one’s home: ~ in England]abroad. 
Where do you ~? live together, (a) live in 
the same house, etc. (b) live as if married: 7 
hear that Jane and Bill are living together. 5 
conduct oneself; pass one’s life in a specified 
way: ~ honestly/happily. 6 live sth down, 
live in such a way that (past guilt, scandal, 
foolishness, etc) is forgotten: He hopes to ~ 
down the scandal caused by the divorce 
proceedings. live up to sth, put (one’s faith, 
principles, etc) into practice; act as (good or 
bad) as expected: He didn’t ~ up to his reputa- 


grey. 2 (of a person or his looks) furiously 
angry: ~ with rage. 
liv-id-ly adv 


Ну та’ /'livin/ adj 1 alive, esp now existent: 


~ languages. within/in living memory, 
within the memory of people now alive. 2 (ofa 
likeness) true to life: He’s the ~ image of ( = is 
exactly like) his father. 3 strong; active; lively: 
a~ hope|faith. 4 (used as an intensifier): scare 
the ~ daylight out of шт. a п the ~, (used 
with а p/ verb) those now alive: He’s still in the 
land of the~. 


liv-ing? /'livin/ 71 [С] means of keeping alive, 


of earning what is needed for life. © 
make'(9). 2 [U] manner of life: good ~, hav- 
ing good food, etc; a poor standard of ~. З[С] 
(Church of England) benefice. 
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living-room, room for general use such as 
relaxing, entertaining. 

liz-ard /'lizad/ п [С] (kinds of) small, creeping, 
long-tailed, four-legged reptile. 

Ната /'la:mo/ и [С] $ American animal witha 
thick woolly coat, used to carry things. 

lo /lou/ int (old use) Look! See! 

load! /laud/ п [С] 1 that which is (to be) car- 
ried or supported, esp if heavy. loads of, (in- 
formal) a large amount: ~s of money/fun. 2 
(fiz) weight of care, responsibility, etc: a heavy 
~ on one’s shoulders. > mud‘(2). 3 amount 
which a car, etc can take: a 'bus-~ of passen- 
gers. 4 amount of work that a motor, engine, 
etc is required to do. 5 amount of current sup- 
plied by a generating station or carried by an 
electric circuit. 

load? /loud/ vt,vil put a load in or оп: ~ sacks 
on to а lorry; a poor old woman ~ed (down) 
with her shopping. load (sth) up, fill with 
goods, materials, etc: Have you finished ~ing 
up (the van) yet? 2 put a cartridge or shell into 
(a gun). 3 put a length of film into (a camera). 
4 weight with lead; add extra weight to: ~ed 
dice, so weighted as to give an unfair advan- 
tage. 
a loaded question, one that is intended to 
trap a person into making an admission which 

- may be harmful. 
loaded adj (s/) having а lot of money. 

loaf’ /louf/ п [С] (p/ loaves /lauvz/) 1 shaped 
block of bread: а two-pound ~. Half a loaf is 
better than попе; (proverb) И is better to 
take what one can get or is offered than to run 
the risk of having nothing. 2 [C,U] (quantity 
of) food shaped and cooked: (a) meat ~, made 
of minced meat, eggs, etc. 3 (s/) use one’s 
loaf, think intelligently. 

loaf? /lauf/ уу! waste time; spend time idly: 
Don’t ~ about while there’s so much work to be 
done. 
loafer, person whois idle. 

loam /]эот/ и [0] fertile soil of sand and clay, 
often with decayed vegetable matter in it. 
loamy adj (-ier, -iest) of or like loam. 

loan /loun/ и [С] 1 something lent, esp а sum 
of money: a 'bank-~. 2 [U] lending or being 
lent: J have the book out on ~ from the library. 
о vt(fermal) = lend. 
"'oan-word, word taken from another lan- 
guage. 

loath, loth /leu@/ adj loath to do sth, 
unwilling. 

loathe /lsud/ vi 1 feel disgust for; dislike 
greatly: She was seasick, and ~d the smell of 
greasy food. 2 (informal) dislike: He ~s travel- 
ling by air. 
loath-ing, n[U] disgust. 
loath-some /-sam/ adj disgusting; causing 
one to feel shocked: a leathsome disease. 

loaves /louvz/ р/ of loaf". 

lob /lpb/ vi,vt (-bb-) strike or send (a ball) ina 


high arc (as in tennis). ом [С] ball that is 
lobbed. | 

lobby /1оЫ/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 porch, entrance- 
hall, corridor: the ~ of a hotel/theatre. 2 (in 
the House of Commons, etc) large hall used 
for interviews between members and the pub- 
lic; group of people who try to influence mem- 
bers, eg of the House of Commons, to support 
or oppose proposed legislation. 3 (also divi- 
sion ~) (in the House of Commons) one of 
two corridors to which members go when a 
vote is taken. о vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) (try to) 
influence the members of a law-making body; 
get (a bill) passed or rejected in this way: ~ a 
bill through the Commons; the Miners’ Union 
~ing their M P's. 
Nobby-ist /-1st/, person who lobbies. 

lobe /leub/ п [С] 1 lower rounded part of the 
external ear. 2 subdivision of the lungs or the 
brain. 
lobed adj having lobes. 

fob-ster /'Ipbsta(r)/ п 1 [С] shellfish with 
eight legs and two claws, bluish-black before 
and scarlet after being boiled. 2 [U] its flesh as 
food. 

lo-cal /'louki/ adj 1 of, special to, a place or 
district: the ~ doctor, working nearby; ~ cus- 
toms. 2 affecting a part, not the whole: а ~ 
pain|injury. a п [С] 1 (usually p/) inhabitant(s) 
of a particular district: а shopping-centre for 
the ~s. 2 (informal) pub near one’s home: 
het’s pop into the ~ for a pint. 
local ,aanaes'thetic, affecting only a part of 
the body. 
local au'thority, officers elected to ad- 
minister local government. 
local ‘colour, details of the scenes and 
period described in a story, added to make the 
story more real. 
local e'lection, of representatives for local 
government. 
local 'government, administration of the 
affairs of a district (roads, education, refuse, 
parks, etc) by representatives elected by the re- 
sidents. 
local 'time, time at any place in the world as 
calculated from the position of the sun. 
lo-cally /-kali/ adv 

lo-cale /lau'ka:i/ и [С] scene of an event; scene 
of a novel, etc. 

lo-cal-ity /lou'kzloti/ и (р/-1е$) 1 [С] position 
of something; place in which an event occurs; 
place, district, neighbourhood. 2 [U] faculty 
of remembering and recognizing places, esp as 
a help in finding one’s way: She has a good 
sense of ~. 

lo-cal-ize (also -ise) /1эоКэ!а12/ vt 1 make 
local, not general; confine within a particular 
part or area: There is little hope of localizing 
the disease. 2 invest with local characteristics. 
lo-cal-iz-ation (also -isation) /,louko- 
lar'zerfn US: -li'z-/n{U] 
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lo-cate /lou'keit US: 'laukeit/ vt 1 discover, 
show, the locality of: ~ а town оп a тар. 2 es- 
tablish in a place: Where is the new factory to 
be ~d? 

lo-ca-tion /lsu'keifn/ п 1 [U] locating or be- 
ing located. 2 [С] position or place: suitable ~s 
for new factories. 3 place, not a film studio, 
where (part of) a cinema film is photographed. 
on location, shooting film in this way. 


loch Лок/ п [С] (Scot) 1 long, narrow arm of 


the sea almost enclosed by land. 2 lake. 

lock’ /Ipk/ и [С] portion of hair that naturally 
hangs or clings together; curl. 

lock? /Ink/ п [С] 1 appliance, mechanism, by 
which a door, lid, etc may be fastened with a 
bolt that needs a key to work it. be/put/ 
keep sth under lock and key, \ocked in- 
side something. D> pick?(2). 2 mechanism by 
which a gun is fired. fock, stock and 'Баг- 
rel, completely. 3 enclosed section of a canal 
or river at a point where the water level 
changes. for raising or lowering boats by the 
use of gates to hold back the water. 4 [U] 
condition of being fixed so that movement is 
impossible. 5 extent of the turning arc of a 
steering wheel: full ~, with the steering wheel 
turned (right or left) as far as it will go. 
jlock-'gate, gate on a lock (3). 
'lock-keeper, keeper of a canal or river 
lock (3). 

‘lock-jaw, form of disease (tetanus) that 
causes the jaws to be firmly locked together. 
'tock-smith, maker and mender of locks. 

lock? ЛоК/ vt,vi1 fasten a door, box, etc with 
а lock. lock sth away, (a) put it away ina 
locked box, drawer, etc. (b) (fig) keep secure- 
ly: have a secret safely ~ed (away) in one’s 
heart. lock sb in, put him in a room of which 
the door is locked on the outside. Jock sb 
out, keep him outside, prevent him from en- 
tering, by locking the gate or door on the in- 
side. D lock-out below. lock sth/sb up, 
(a) make safe by locking it/him away: L~ up 
your jewellery before you go away. (b) shut up 
a house, etc by locking all the doors. (c) (in- 
formal) put (a person) in prison, a mental 
home, etc. 2 have a lock; become locked: This 
door doesn’t ~, has no lock or has a lock that 
does not work. 3 (cause to) become fixed, un- 
able to move: He ~ed the wheels of the car to 
prevent it from being stolen. 4 join together: 
They were ~ed in each other's arms, embrac- 
ing. They were ~ed in battle, fighting hard. 5 
lock on to, (of a missile, etc) find and auto- 
matically follow (a target) by radar. 
Nock-out, refusal of employers to allow 
workmen to enter their place of work until 
certain conditions are agreed to or demands 
given up. > strike’. 

‘lock-up, (informal) prison. 0 adj that can be 
locked: a ,~-up 'garage. 

locker /‘Ipka(r)/ и [С] 1 small cupboard, esp 


one for storing one’s clothes, eg at a 
swimming-pool. 2 box or compartment used 
for clothes, stores, ammunition, etc. 
'locker-room, (eg in a school, Ре centre) 
place with lockers(1). 

locket /‘Inkit/ п [С] small (often gold or sil- 
ver) case for a portrait, a lock of hair, etc, 
worn round the neck оп a chain. 

loco /1э0Кэо/ adj (dated sl) mad. 

loco-mo-tion /,lsuks'moau!n/ и [U] moving, 
ability to move, from place to place. 

loco-mo-tive /,lsuka'mautiv/ adj of, hav- 
ing, causing, locomotion. о п [С] self- 
propelled engine for use on railways. 

lo-cust /'lsukast/ и [C] 1 (kinds of) migratory 
African and Asian winged insect which flies in 
great swarms and destroys crops and vege- 
tables. 2 (kind of) thorny American tree. 

locu-tion /lo'kju:[n/ и [U] (formal) style of 
speech; way of using words; [C] particular 
phrase or expression. 

lode /laud/n[C] vein of metal ore. 

lode-star /‘lsudsta:(r)/ п [С] star by which a 
ship may be steered. 

lode-stone /'loudstaun/ и [U] magnetized 
гоп ore. 

lodge’ /1о45/ п [C] 1 small house, esp one at 
the entrance to the grounds of a large house, 
occupied by a gatekeeper, gardener or other 
staff. 2 country house for temporary use: a 
\skiing ~. 3 = роцег$ lodge. 4 local branch 
of a trade union. 5 (place of meeting for) 
members of a branch of a society such as the 
Freemasons. 

lodge? /lod3/ vt,vi 1 supply (a person) with a 
room or place to sleep in for a time: The 
shipwrecked sailors were ~d in the school. 2 
live as a paying guest: Where are you lodging 
now? 3 lodge in, (cause to) enter and become 
fixed: The bullet ~d in his jaw. 4 put (money, 
etc) for safety: ~ one’s valuables in the bank. 5 
place (a statement, etc) with the proper au- 
thorities: ~ a complaint with the police. 
lodger, person lodging(2) in a house: taking 
in lodgers. 

1099-19 /'lpd31n/ п [С] (usually p/) room or 
rooms (not in a hotel) rented to live in: Where 
can we find ~s for the night? 

loft' Лой US: lo:ft/ п [С] 1 room, place, used 
for storing things, in the highest part of a 
house, under the roof. 2 space under the roof 
of a stable or barn, where hay or straw is 
stored. 3 gallery in a church or hall: the 
lorgan-~. 

loft? Лой US: lo:ft/ vt (in golf, cricket) hit (a 
ball) high: ~ a ball over the fielders’ heads. 

lofty /'loft: US: 'lo:ft:/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (not 
used of persons) of great height: a ~ moun- 
tain/tower. 2 (of thoughts, aims, feelings, etc) 
distinguished; noble: ~ sentiments; а ~ style. 
3 proud; consciously superior: in a~ manner. 
loft-ily /-э1/ adv 
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-lofti-nessn[{U] . 

tog’ /log US: lo:g/ п [С] rough length of tree- 
trunk that has fallen or been cut down; short 
piece of this for a fire. sleep like a log, > 
sleep?(1). 

. fog ‘cabin, cabin made of logs. 


log-ging, work of cutting down forest trees . 


for timber: a'~ ging camp. 

log? /log US: lo:g/ п [С] 1 device attached to a 
knotted line, trailed from a ship, to measure 
its speed through the water. 2 = log-book(a). 
0 vt {-gg-) enter (facts) in the log-book of a 
ship or aircraft. 
'log-book, (a) book with a permanent daily 
record of events during a ship’s voyage (esp 

the weather, ship’s position, speed, and dis- 
tance). (b) any record of performance, eg of a 
car or aircraft. 

log? /log US. lo:g/ п [С] (abbr of) logarithm. 

lo-gan-berry /'lsugenberi/ и [C] (р! -ies) 
(large dark-red berry from a) plant that 1$ 
from a blackberry and a raspberry. 

log-ar-ithm /'Ipgoridam US: Ч5:9-/ п [С] one 
of a series of numbers set out in tables which 
make it possible to work out problems in mul- 
tiplication and division by adding and sub- 
tracting. 

log-ger-heads /'lpgahedz/ и (only in) at 
loggerheads, disagreeing or quarrelling: 
He’s constantly at ~ with his wife. 

log-gia /10451э/ п [С] (10) open-sided gallery 
ог arcade; part of a house with one side open 
to the garden. 

logic /'lnd3ik/ п [U] 1 science, method, of 
reasoning. 2 (person’s) ability to argue 
systematically and convince: argue with ~. 
logi-cal /-kl/ adj (a) in accordance with the 
rules of logic: a ~al conclusion. (b) able to 
reason correctly: a ~al mind. 
logi-cally /-kli/ adv 
lo-gi-cian /lo'd3ifn/, person skilled in logic. 

loin /loin/ n 1 (pl) the lower part of the body 
on both sides of the spine between the ribs and 
the hip-bones. 2 [C] joint of meat which in- 
cludes the loins: ~ of mutton. 
4oin-cloth, piece of cloth covering the body, 
folded between the legs, and fastened round 
the loins. 

loi-ter /'loita(r)/ vi,vt go slowly and stop fre- 
quently on the way somewhere; stand about; 
pass (time) in this way: ~ on one’s way home. 
loi-terer, person who loiters. 

loll Лоу эру! 1 rest, sit or stand (about/around) 
in a lazy way. 2 (of the tongue) (allow to) hang 
(the usual word): The dog’s tongue was ~ing 
out. 

lol-li-pop /'lolippp/ и [C] large sweet of 
boiled sugar on a stick, held in the hand and 
sucked. 
ice-lollipop, frozen fruit juice on a stick. 

lolly /'ipli/ п (pi -ies) 1 [С] (informal) lollipop: 
iced lollies. 2 [9] (sl) money. 


fone /loun/ adj solitary; without companions; 
not often visited. (Note: alone and lonely are 
more usual.) 

lone-ly /'launli/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 without 
companions: a ~ traveller. 2 sad because one 
has no friends, sympathy, etc: feel ~. 3 {of 
places) not often visited; far from inhabited 
places or towns: а ~~ mountain village. 
lone-li-ness и [0] state of being ionely. 

jone-some /‘lounsam/ adj 1 = lonely(2). 2 
not often visited: а ~ valley. 

long’ Лод US: lo:n/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (of extent 
in space) measuring much from end to end: 
How ~ is the River Nile? What ~ hair some 
men have nowadays! It's а ~ journey from 
Lagos to Kano. 2 (used in phrases) of (great) 
extent. the (Jong) arm of the law, > 
arm'(4). 3 (of duration or extent in time): а 
long flight, ie several hours; the ~ vacation, the 
summer vacation of law courts and universi- 
ties. He was ill for a~ time. He won't be ~ (in) 
making up his mind, will soon do so. 4 (of 
vowel sounds) taking more.time to utter than 
others: ‘Fit’ has a short vowel and ‘fee? hasa~ 
vowel. 5 (in phrases concerned with extent in 
time) in the Yong run, © run'(6). in the 
long term, > term(1). 

Nlong-boat, sailing-ship’s largest boat. 
jlong-'distance adj covering a long dis- 
tance: a ,~-,distance ‘vace/'telephone call! 
Чоггу driver. 

Нопа-Вапа, ordinary handwriting (contrast- 
ed with shorthand and typing). 

the Чопа jump, athletic contest for j jumping 
along the ground. > high jump. 

long odds, (in betting) that are very risky, eg 
50 to 1. 

jong-play(ing) 'record, (abbr LP) playing 
many tunes, songs, or one long piece of music. 
Nong-range adj of long periods, distances: а 
~-range weather forecast, eg for one month 
ahead. | 

Nong shot, > shot(2). 

_,long ‘sighted adj (a) able to see things a 
great distance away. (b) (fig) having fore- 
sight. 
jlong-'standing adj of long duration: а ,~- 
standing ‘promise, made a long time ago. 
long suit, many playing-cards of the same. 
suit'(4). 

Nong-term adj related to a long period of 
time: ,;~-term a'greements. 

Чопа wave, (radio telegraphy) wave of 1000 
metres or over. 

jlong-'winded adj (fig) boring; tedious: а 
y~-winded ‘lecturer. 

long? /lon US: lo:n/ adv 1 for along time: Stay 
(fo?) as ~ as you like. as/so long as, оп con- 
dition that, provided that: You may borrow the 
book 50 ~ as you return и. 2 at a long time 
(from a point of time): ~ ago/beforelafter{ 
since. 3 (of duration) throughout the specified 
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time: а/ day ~, throughout the whole day. 4 
no/any/much longer, after no, not much 
time: J can’t wait any/much ~er. He's no ~er 
living here. 
jlong-drawn-'out adj extended: unneces- 
sarily or inappropriately long: а ,~-drawn- 
out ‘visit from my mother-in-law. 
‘long-suffering adj patient and uncom- 
plaining: his ~-suffering wife. 

long? оп US: lo:n/ n (sing only) 1 long time 
or interval: The work won't take ~. before 
fong, soon. the Jong and the'short of it, 
all that need be said; the general effect or re- 
sult. 2 long syllable, esp т Latin verse: four ~s 
and six shorts. 

long‘ Лоп US: 153/ vi desire, wish for, very 
much: She ~ed for him to say something. Гт 
~ing to see you. | 
long-ing n [СО] (a) strong desire: а ~ing to 

_ Бе home. с adj having or showing a strong 
desire: with ~ing eyes. 
long-ing-ly adv 

lon-gev-ity /lon'dzevoti/ n[U) long life. 

longi-tude /'londzitju:d US: -tu:d/ я [С] dis- 
tance east or west (measured in degrees) from 
a meridian(1), esp that of Greenwich, in Lon- 
don. 
longi-tudi-nal /,lond3)'tju:dinl US: -'tu:-/ adj 
(a) of longitude. (b) of or in length. (c) run- 
ning lengthwise: longitudinal stripes. 

long-ways (also -wise) /'lonweiz, -waiz 
US: 151) -| adv = Jengthways. 

loo /tu:/ п [С] (GB informal) = lavatory; toilet. 

loo-fah /'iu:fa/ п [С] & sponge(2). | 

look’ ЛоК/ и [С] 1 act о looking: Let те have 
a~ at your new саг. take a look at, examine 
(briefly). take a long, cool/hard look at, 
consider (facts, problems) seriously and for a 
long time. 2 appearance; what something sug- 
gests when seen: There were angry ~s from the 
neighbours. The.tewn has a European ~. 3 (pl) 
person’s appearance: She's beginning to lose 
рег ~s, her beauty. 

look? /luk/ vi,vt (For uses with adverbial par- 
ticles and prepositions, > 5 below.) 1 use 
one’s sight; turn the eyes in some direction; try 
to see: ~ (up) at the ceiling; ~ (down) at the 
floor. We ~ed but saw nothing. not mcuh to 
look at, unattractive. Look before you 
leap, (proverb) Do not act without consider- 
ing the possible consequences. 2 seem to be, 
have a certain appearance: ~ sad{/ill/tired. 
(not) look oneself, (not) have one’s nor- 
mal appearance, health, etc. Jjook one’s 
age, have an appearance that conforms to 
one’s age: You don’t ~ your age, look younger 
than you are. look one’s best, appear most 
attractive, to the greatest advantage: She ~s 
her best in black. look blue, appear sad or 
discontented. Look here! (often used to call 
or demand attention). Look sharp! Hurry 
up! look wel, (a) (of persons) be healthy m 
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appearance: He’s ~ing very well. (b) (of 
things, a person) be attractive, pleastng: Does 
this hat ~ well on me? He ~s well in naval uni- 
form. 3 look like/as if, appear, seem (to be); 
probably will: /t ~s like rain. You ~ as if 
you've seen a ghost! 4 pay attention: learn by 
seeing: L~ where you’re going! 

5 (uses with adverbial particles and preposi- 
tions): 

look about (for sth), be on the watch, in 
search of; examine one’s surroundings, the 
state of affairs, etc: Are you still ~ing about for 
a job? 

look after sb/sth, (a) take care of; attend 
to: He needs a nurse to ~ after him. (b) follow 
with the eyes: They ~ed after the train as it left 
the station. 

look at sth, (special uses) (a) (in negative 
sentences) refuse; reject: They wouldn't ~ at 
my proposal. (b) examine: We must ~ at the 
question from all sides. Doctor, will you ~ at 
my ankle? good/bad, etc to look at, of 
good, etc appearance: The hotel/She is not 
much to~ at. 

look away (from sth), turn the eyes away. 

look back (on sth), (fig) think about some- 
thing in the past. 

look down on sb, consider oneself superior 
to. look down one’s nose at sb, (infor- 
mal) consider him to be inferior. 

look for sb/sth. search for; try to find: Are 
you still ~ing for a job? be looking for 
trouble, behave in a way that will get one in- 
to trouble. 

look forward to sth, think about some- 
thing which will happen in the future (usuaily 
with pleasure): We’re ~ing forward to seeing 
you again. 

look in (on sb), make a short visit: Won't 
you ~ in (on me) next time уои’ге in town? 
get/give $6 а 'look-in, (informal) get/give 
him chance (of doing, winning, etc). 

fook into sth, (a) investigate; examine: ~ 
into a question. (b) look at (the inside of): He 
~ed into ше box|the mirror|/her eyes. 

look on, watch: Why don’t you play football 
instead of just ~ing on? look on sb as, con- 
sider as. look on sb with, consider in the 
way specified: He seems to ~ on me with dis- 
trust. look on to, (of a place, room, etc) pro- 
vide a view of: My bedroom ~s on to the gar- 
den. 

look out (of sth) (at sth): He stood at the 
window and ~ed out (at the view). look out 
(for sb/sth), be prepared (for), be on the 
watch for: Will you go to the station and ~ out 
for Mr Hill? Hence, look-out, п (a) (sing 
only) state of being watchful: keep a good ~- 
out; be on the ~-out for bargains. (b) [С] place 
from which to watch; person who has the duty 
of watching. (c) (sing only) prospect; what 
seems likely to come or happen: That's your 


looking glass /lorry 


own ~-out, something you yourself must deal 
with. look sth out (for sb), select by mak- 
ing an inspection: ~ out some old toys for the 
school jumble sale.took out on (to). = \ook 
on to. 

look over sth, inspect; examine: ~ over а 
house before buying it. > overlook. 

fook round, (a) examine before deciding: 
Don’t make a hurried decision; ~ round first. 
(b) turn the head (to see): When I ~ed round 
for her, she was leaving the hall. look round 
sth, (go and) visit: Have we time to ~ round 
(the town| cathedral) before lunch? 

look through, study; examine: L~ through 
your notes before the examination. 

look to sth, be careful of or about: The 
country must ~ to its defences. look to sb 
for sth/to do sth, rely on: They are all ~ing 
to you for help. look to/towards, face: a 
house ~ ing towards the river|to the south. 

look up, (a) raise the eyes: Don’t ~ up. (b) 
improve in price or prosperity: Business is 
~ing up. look sth up, search for (a word ina 
dictionary, facts in a guide, etc): Please ~ ира 
fast train to Leeds. look sb up, visit: Do ~ 
me up next time you’re in London. look sb up 
and down, look at him with contempt, 

look upon sb as/with, = \ook on sb as/ 
with. 

look-ing glass /'lukin gla:s US: gles/ п [С] 
(dated) mirror. 

loom! /lu:m/ и [С] machine for weaving cloth. 

loom? /lu:m/ vi 1 appear indistinctly and ша 
threatening way: The dark outline of another 
ship ~ed (up) through the fog. 2 (fig) appear 
great and fill the mind: The threat of the H- 
bomb ~ed large in their minds. 

loon /lu:n/ п [С] 1 large diving-bird that lives 
on fish and has a loud, wild cry. 2 (informal) 
silly person. 

loony /‘lu:ni/ п [С], adj (s/) = lunatic. 
Noony-bin, м (5/) = mental home. 

loop /lu:p/ n[C] 1 (shape produced by a) curve 
crossing itself. 2 part of a length of string, 
wire, ribbon, metal, etc in such a shape, eg as a 
knot, fastening or handle. o vt,vi 1 form or 
bend into a loop; supply with a loop: ~ things 
together. 2 makea loop. 

loop-hole /'lu:phoul/ n [С] 1 narrow vertical 
opening in a wall (as in old forts, stockades, 
etc). 2 (fig) way of escape from control, esp 
one provided by inexact wording ofa rule: find 
aw т the law. 

loose’ /lu:s/ adj (-r, -st) 1 not held, tied up, 
fastened, packed or contained in something: 
That dog 15 too dangerous to be left ~~. break/ 
get loose, escape from being held or locked 
in: One of the tigers in the zoo has broken|got 
~. 2 not close-fitting; not tight or tense: ~- 
fitting clothes. 3 moving more freely than is 
right or usual: а ~ tooth, come/work 
loose, (of a fastening, bolt, etc) come unfas- 
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tened or insecure. 4 not firmly or properly 
tied: a~ knot. at aloose end, г> end'(1).5 
(of talk, behaviour, etc) not controlled: a ~ 
(= immoral) woman. 6 inexact; indefinite; (of 
translations) not close to the original: a ~ ar- 
gument. 7 not compact; not closely packed: ~ 
soil; cloth with a ~ weave. 8 careless, inaccu- 
rate: ~ passes (in football). 
loose change, money in the form of coins. 
loose leaf adj (of a file, album, etc) designed 
so that pages can be removed or added. 
loose-ly adv in a loose manner. 

loose? /lu:s/ vt loosen (which is more usual): 
Wine ~d his tongue, made him talk freely. 

loosen /'lu:sn/ vt,vi make or become loose or 
looser: L~ the screw. [ must exercise and ~ up 
my muscles. 

loot Ли: я [Ч] goods (esp private property) 
taken away unlawfully and by force, eg by 
thieves, or by soldiers in time of маг. с vt,vi 
carry off loot from. 
looter, person who loots. 

lop /1ор/ vt (-pp-) cut, chop (branches, etc 
from a tree). 

lope /loup/ vi move along with long, easy 
steps or strides. си [С] loping step, stride. 

lop-eared /'lop 1э4/ adj having drooping 
ears:a~ rabbit. 

lop-sided /1ор 'saidid/ adj with one side 
lower than the other. 

lord /is:d/ п [С] 1 supreme male ruler: our 
sovereign ~ the King. 2 L~, God; Christ: the 
'L~’s Day, Sunday; the ,L~’s 'Prayer, that 
given by Jesus to his followers. 3 (used in ex- 
clamations of surprise, etc): Good L~! 3 peer; 
nobleman. as drunk as a lord, very drunk. 
4 title prefixed to names of peers and barons: 
L~ Derby. 5 person in a position of authority: 
the First L~ of the Admiralty, the president of 
the Admiralty. 6 first word in many official 
titles: the L~ Mayor of London. 7 My ~, re- 
spectful formula for addressing certain nob- 
lemen and judges and bishops. 8 (in feudal 
times): the ~ of the manor, man from whom 
men held land and to whom they owed service. 
9 the ~s (р/) =the House of Lords. 
the ,House of 'Lords, (СВ) upper division 
of Parliament for peers, bishops, etc. 

lord-ly /'lo:dli/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 arrogant; 
feeling superior. 2 like, suitable for, a lord. 

lord-ship /'lo:dfip/ п 1 [U] rule, authority 
(over). 2His/Your L~, (used when speaking 
of or toalord). 

fore /1э:(г)/ п [О] learning or knowledge, esp 
handed down from past times, or possessed by 
a class of people: 'folk~. 

lor-gnette /lo:'njet/ n [С] pair of framed 
lenses formerly held to the eyes on a long han- 
dle. 

lorry /1оп US: 'lo:ri/ п [С] (pl -ies) (US = 
truck) strong motor-vehicle, usually without a 
roof, used for carrying goods. 
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lose /lu:z/ vi,vi (pt.pp lost Поз US: 
lo:st/) 1 no longer have; have taken away 
from one by accident, carelessness, misfor- 
tune, death, etc: ~ one’s money; She has lost 
her husband, He is dead. He has lost his job, has 
been dismissed. He’s losing (his) patience, is 
becoming impatient. Jose one’s balance, 
fall over. lose one’s head, > head'(20). 
lose interest (in sb/sth), > interest'(1). 
lose one’s temper, © temper'(1). 2 be 
lost, disappear; die; be dead: 15 letter-writing 
a lost art? Has the art of writing (social) letters 
died, eg because of the use of the telephone? 
be/get lost, not know where one is: The 
climbers were lost for three days on the moun- 
tain. be lost in sth, be deeply occupied or 
filled with, eg thought, wonder, admiration: 
~ та book. lose oneself in sth, become 
deeply interested in it so that one is unaware of 
other things: She lost herself т a book. 3 be un- 
able to find: Гуе lost the keys of my car. We 
lost our way in the dark. lose one’s place, 
(in a book, etc) be unable to find the page, pa- 
ragraph, etc where one stopped reading. /о$е 


sight of sth, © sight'(2). lose track of 


sth, © track(1). 4 be too late for: ~ one’s 
train (miss is more usual). 5 be, become, un- 
able to be heard, seen, etc: The final notes were 
lost in applause. 6 cause (a person) the loss of: 
Lateness will ~ you your job. 7 fail to win, be 
defeated: ~ а game/a battle/a lawsuit. lose 
out, be unsuccessful, fail to win something. а 
lost cause, one that has already been de- 
feated or is sure to be defeated. 8 be, become, 
worse: You will ~ nothing by waiting, will not 
suffer any loss. 9 (ога watch or clock) go too 
slowly; fail to keep correct time because of 
this: My watch ~s two minutes a day. > 
gain?(3). 10 spend time, opportunity, efforts, 
to no purpose; waste: There’s not a moment to 
~. He lost no time in doing it, did it at once. 
loser, person who loses or is defeated: He’s a 
good/bad ~r, is cheerful/bad-tempered when 
he loses. 

loss /lps US: lo:s/ n 1 [О] act or fact or process 
of losing: L~ of health is more serious than ~ 
of money. 2 [U] (with a, an) failure to keep, 
maintain or use: an enormous ~. There was a 
temporary ~ of power. 3 [U] failure to win or 
obtain: the ~ of a game/contract. 4 |C] that 
which is lost: suffer heavy ~es in war, men 
killed, wounded, captured or ships and air- 
craft put out of action. a total loss, from 
which nothing can be saved: The ship was 
wrecked and became a total ~. 5 (sing only) 
disadvantage: Such a man is no great ~, We 
need not regret losing his services. г> dead 
loss. 6 (be) at aloss for sth/to do sth, be 
uncertain: He was at a ~ for words/to know 
what to say, did not know how to express him- 
self. 

fost /lost US: lo:st/ pt.pp of lose. 


lot’ Ло! и [С] (informal) 1 the ~, the whole 
number or quantity: Thar’s the ~, That’s all or 
everything. Take the (whole) ~. 2 a lot (of); 
lots (and lots) (of), a great amount or 
number (of): What a ~ of time you take to 
dress! I saw quite а ~ of her (= saw her often) 
when I was in London last month. 3 (used as an 
adverb) very much: Не’5 feeling a ~ better to- 
day. 

lot? Ло/ и [С] 1 (one of a set of objects used in) 
the making of a selection or decision by 
methods depending on chance. draw/cast 
lots, eg by taking pieces of paper marked in 
some way from a box: They drew ~s to decide 
who should begin. 2 [С] decision or choice re- 
sulting from this: The ~ came to/fell on me. 3 
[C] person’s fortune or destiny: His ~ has been 
а hard one. throw in one’s lot with sb, de- 
cide to share work, interests, money, etc. 4 
item, or number of items, (to be) sold at an 
auction sale: L~ 46, six chairs. 5 collection of 
objects of the same kind: We have received a 
new ~ of coats from Paris. 6 a bad lot, (infor- 
mai) an immoral, unkind, etc person. 7 plot of 
land: a vacant ~, a building site. 

loth Лэ00/ adj > loath. 

lo-tion /'laufn/ n [СО] (kind of) liquid medi- 
cine for use on the skin: ~ for the face; sooth- 
ing ~s for insect bites. 

lot-tery /'Interi/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 arrangement 
to give prizes to buyers of tickets with winning 
numbers. 2 (fig) something considered to be 
uncertain: /5 marriage a~? 

lo-tus /'loutes/ и [С] (pi ~es) (kinds of) water- 
lily, esp the Egyptian and Asiatic kinds. 

loud /laud/ adj (-er, -est) 1 not quiet or soft; 
easily heard: ~ voices/cries/laughs. out loud, 
> out'(9). 2 (of a person’s behaviour; of col- 
ours) of the obvious kind that forces itself on 
the attention; conspicuous. 0 adv in a loud 
manner: Don’t talk so~w. 
loud-ly adv in a loud manner: Someone 
knocked ~ly at the door. 
loud-ness п [0] 
jloud-'speaker, (often shortened to speak- 
er) part of a radio receiving apparatus that 
converts electric impulses into audible sounds. 

lounge /laund3/ vi sit, stand about, (leaning 
against something) in a lazy way: lounging at 
street corners. в п [С] 1 act of lounging. 2 com- 
fortable sitting-room, esp in a club or hotel. 3 
best bar in a public house. 
Nounge-suit, (dated) man’s suit for informal 
wear. 

lour, lower /'lava(r)/ vi 1 frown; look bad- 
tempered. 2 (of the sky, clouds) look dark, 
stormy. 

louse /laus/ п [С] (p/ lice /lais/) 1 (kinds of) 
small insect living on the bodies of animals 
and human beings; similar insect living on 
plants. 2 (s/) person deserving severe criticism, 
hatred: He’s an absolute ~. 
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lousy /'lauzi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 infested with 
lice. 2 (informal) bad: а ~ film. 3 (s/) well pro- 
vided (with): Не’5 ~ with money. 

lout /laut/ п [С] clumsy, ill-mannered man. 
lout-ish /-1[/ ad: ~ish bahviour. 

lov-able /'lavabl/ adj deserving, inspiring, 
worthy of love: a~ child; a child's ~ ways. 

love’ /lav/ n 1 [Ч] warm, kind feeling; deep 
fondness; affectionate and tender devotion: a 
mother’s ~ for her children; а ~ of adventure; 
~ of (one’s) country, patriotism; show ~ to- 
wards one’s neighbours. not to be had for 
ove or 'money, impossibie to get by any 
means. There’s no love lost between 
them, They dislike each other. a labour of 
love, > labour(3). for the love of, (in ap- 
peals, etc) for the sake of; in the name of: Put 
that gun down, for the ~ of God! 2 [Ц] strong, 
kind feeling between two persons of opposite 
sex; sexual passion or desire; this as a literary 
subject: whisper words of ~. My ~ for you is 
deeper than the sea. be/fall in love (with 
sb), have/begin to have love and desire (for). 
make love (to sb), show that one is in love 
(now meaning have sexual intercourse): Make 
~, not war! 3 form of address between lovers, 
husband and wife, or to a child: Come here, my 
~. 4 (in games, eg tennis) no score, nothing, 
nil: ~ а/, no score for either side. 
Nove-affair, relationship between people in 
love, (now meaning a sexual relationship). 
Nlove-bird, (a) small brightly coloured par- 
rot which stays very near its mate. (b) (dated) 
(young) lover very much in love. 
Nove-letter, letter between persons in love 
and about their love. 
Nove-lorn /-lo:n/ adj unhappy because one’s 
love is not returned. 
'Nove-match, marriage made for love’s sake, 
not for other reasons. 
Nove-sick adj suffering because of (unreturn- 
ed) love. 
Чоуе-5опд, song about love. 
Nove-story, novel or story of which the main 
theme ts love. 
'love-token, something given as a symbol of 
love. 
love-less adj unloved; without love: a ~/less 
marriage. 

love? /lav/ vt 1 have strong affection or deep 
tender feelings for: loving one’s parents/one’s 
country. ГИ never stop loving you. 2 worship: 
~ God. 3 have kind feelings towards: ~ your 
neighbours. 4 be very fond of; like very much; 
find pleasure in: ~ ice-cream|going to parties. 
‘Wiil you come with me? —Гам to. | 

love-ly /'lavli/ adj 1 beautiful; attractive; 
pleasant: а ~ view; а ~ woman; ~ вай 
weather. 2 (informal) pleasant; amusing: We 
had a ~ holiday. Its ~ and warm here, 
pleasant because warm. 3 lovable: ОЙ, she’s 
such a~ person. 


love-li-ness п [0] 

lover /1луэ(г)/ и [С] 1 person who is fond of 
or devoted to (something): a ~ of music/ 
horses|good wine. 2 (pf) man and woman in 
love: happy ~s. 3 (modern use) man who has a 
sexual relationship with a woman. 

lov-ing /'lavin/ adj feeling or showing love: а 
~ husband; ~ parents. 
lov-ing-ly а4у in a loving way. 

low' /lou/ adj (-er, -est) 1 not extending far 
upwards; not high: а ~ wall/ceiling|shelf{hills. 
She was wearing a dress cut ~ in the neck/a 
\~-necked dress, one leaving part of the shoul- 
ders and breasts visible. Ме fow, (fig) keep 
hidden or quiet (and wait): The escape prison- 
ers had to lie ~ for months. 2 below the usual 
or normal level or intensity: ~ pressure, eg of 
the atmosphere, of gas or water; The rivers 
were ~ during the dry summer. 3 (of sounds) 
not loud; not high in pitch: speak т а ~ voice; 
the ~ notes of a cello. 4 of or in inferior rank or 
social class: men of ~ birth. 5 coarse; vulgar: 
~ manners|tastes. bring sb/sth low, ге- 
duce in position, wealth, etc. 6 feeble; not hav- 
ing strength of body or mind: in a ~ state of 
health; feellbe ~/in ~ spirits, unhappy, 
depressed. 7 of smal! amount as measured by 
a scale or by degrees: a ~ temperature; ~ 
prices|/wages/rates of pay. have a low opin- 
ion of sb/sth, think very little of him, his 
work, etc. 8 (of a supply of anything) be/run 
low, be/become nearly exhausted: The sugar 
is running ~. 9 not highly developed: ~ forms 
of life. 
fow-'born adj of humble birth. 
Jow-'bred adj having coarse manners. 
'low-brow п [С], adj (person) showing little 
interest in or taste for intellectual things. 
lower case, (in printing) small letters, eg 
a,b,c, not capitals. 
Lower Chamber/House, lower branch of 
a legislative assembly, eg the House of Com- 
mons in GB, the House of Representatives in 
US. 
lower class adj, n (of the) working class. 
Low Church, group in the Church of Eng- 
land giving a low place to the authority of 
bishops and priests, ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion, ritual, etc (contrasted with High Church). 
Hence, Low Churchman, supporter of this. 
low-down adj (informal) dishonourable: 
~-down behaviour|tricks. а п get/give sb 
the low-down (on sth/ sb), (informal) the 
true facts, inside information which is not 
generally known. 
jlow '‘key(ed), adj (fig) in a quiet, restrained, 
reserved, manner. 
Low Mass, celebration of the Eucharist 
without a choir. 
low-rise adj (of buildings) having only one 
or two storeys. | 
jow-'spirited adj depressed; sad. 
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Low Sunday, Low Week, coming after 
Easter Day and Easter Week. 
low tide/water, time when the tide is far 
from the shore or river bank. 
low-nessn[U] 

low? /iou/ adv (-er, -est) in or to a low posi- 
tion; in a low manner; aim/shoot ~ ; bow ~ to 
the Queen; buy ~ (= at low prices) and sell 
high. 

low® /lou/ п [С] low level or figure: Several 
industrial shares reached new ~S yesterday. 

low’ /lau/ п [Ч] sound made by cows. в vi (of 
cows) make this sound. 

lower’ /'loua(r)/ vt,vi 1 let or bring down; 
cause to be down: ~ the sails/a flag. 2 make or 
become less high: ~ the rent of a house. He 
~ed his voice to a whisper. 3 lower oneself, 
degrade, disgrace: He would never ~ himself 
by taking bribes. 4 weaken: Poor diet ~s resis- 
tance to illness. 

lower? /‘laua(r)/ vi = lour. 

lower-most /'/lovuamoust/ adj = lowest. 

low-ly /'louli/ adj (-ier, -iest) humble; 
modest. 
low-li-ness n[U] 

loyal /'lorol/ adj true and faithful (10): ~ 
supporters; ~ to one’s country. 
Noyal-ist /-1st/, person who is loyal to his 
ruler and government, esp one who supports 
the head of an established government during 
a revolt. 
loy-ally /'loiali/ adv 
loy-alty 7 (p/ -ies) (a) [U] being loyal; loyal 
conduct. (b) (p/) faithful attachment: tribal 
loyalties. 

loz-enge /'Ipzind3/ п [С] 1 four-sided, 
diamond-shaped figure. 2 sweet of this shape, 
esp one containing medicine: 'cough ~s. 

iu-bri-cant /'lu:brikont/  [U] substance that 
lubricates. 

lu-bri-cate /'lu:brikeit/ vz 1 put oil or grease 
into (machine parts) to make (them) work 
easily. 2 (fig) do something that makes action, 
etc easier. 
tu-bri-ca-tion /,lu:bri'keifn/ и [0] 

lu-cid /'lu:sid/ adj 1 clear; easy to understand: 
a~ mind; a~ explanation. 2 mentally sound: 


~ intervals, periods of sanity between periods. 


of insanity. 3 (poetic) bright, clear. 
lu-cid-ly adv 

luck ЛлК/ п [0] chance; fortune (good or bad); 
something considered to come by chance: 
have good|/bad~. As ~~ would have it,... Fortu- 
nately,... (or Unfortunately,... according to 
context). Jt was hard ~ on you that..., It was 

. unfortunate for you that... Bad luck! (used 
to show sympathy). Good Luck! (used to en- 
courage, express hopes of good fortune, etc). 
© also ро! (2). 
luck-less adj unfortunate; having a bad 
result: a~less day/attempt. 

lucky /'iaki/ adj (-ier, -iest) having, bringing, 


low /luminous 


resulting from, good luck: а ~ man/guess| 
escape. You are ~ to be alive after being in that 
accident. : 
luck-ily /akali/ adv fortunately: Luckily for 
me the train was late, so I caught it. 

lu-cra-tive /‘lu:krotiv/ adj profitable. 

lu-di-crous /'lu:dikros/ adj ridiculous. 
lu-di-crous-ly adv 

№9 /lag/ vt (-gg-) pull or drag roughly and 
with much effort: ~ging two heavy suitcases 
up the stairs. on[C} hard or rough pull. 

lug-gage /'lagid3/ п [0] bags, trunks, etc and 
their contents taken on a journey: six pieces of 
~.(US = baggage.) 

'luggage-rack, rack (above the seats) in a 
train, coach, etc for luggage. 

Чиддасде-уап, carriage for luggage on a 
train. 

lu-gu-bri-ous /lu:'gu:bries/ adj (formal) 
dismal; mournful. 
lu-gu-bri-ous-ly adv 

luke-warm /'lu:kwo:m/ adj 1 (of liquids, etc) 
neither very warm nor cold. 2 (fig) not eager 
either in supporting or opposing: give only ~ 
support 1о а cause. 

Hull /lal/ уг, уг make or become quiet or less ac- 
tive: ~ a baby to sleep, eg by rocking it and 
singing to it. ол [С] interval of quiet or calm: а 
~ in the storm|in the conversation. 

lull-aby /'lalobai/ n [С] (p/ -ies) 1 song for 
lulling a baby to sleep. 2 gentle, soft sound, eg 
made by wind in trees or by the running water 
of a brook. 

lum-bago /lam'beigou/ п [U] muscular pain 
in the lumbar regions. 

lum-bar /'lambo(r)/ adj of the loins: the ~ 
regions, the lower part of the back. 

lum-ber' /'‘iambo(r)/ и [0] 1 roughly рге- 
pared wood; wood that has been sawn into 
planks, boards, etc. 2 (chiefly GB) useless or 
unwanted articles stored away or taking up 
space (eg old furniture, pictures). o vz 1 fill 

with lumber: а room ~ed up with useless 
articles. 2 (fig) fill: a mind that is ~ed (up) with 
useless bits of information. 3 (informal) leave 
(something or somebody unpleasant or un- 
wanted) with: be ~ed with one’s in-laws for the 
weekend. 

‘lum-ber-jack, person who fells trees, saws 
or transports lumber. 

'‘lum-ber-room, for storing lumber(2). 
lum-ber? /'lambo(r)/ vi move in a heavy, 
clumsy, noisy way: The tanks ~ed along/by| 
past. 

luemin-ary /‘lu:minoer US: -пеп/ и [С] (pl 
-ies) 1 star; the sun or moon. 2 (fig) great 
moral or intellectual leader. 

lu-mi-nous /'lu:minoas/ adj 1 giving out light; 
bright: ~ paint, as used on road signs, clocks 
and watches, visible in the dark. 2 (fig) easily 
understood: a~ speaker/explanation. 
ju-min-os-ity /,lu:minpsot:/n[U] 


lump/lychee 


lump! /lamp/ п [С] 1 hard or compact mass, 
usually without a regular shape: a ~ of coal/ 
sugar. a Jump ‘sum, one payment for a 
number of separate sums that are owed. 2 
swelling or bump; bruise: He has a bad ~ on 
the forehead. have a lump in one’s throat, 
a feeling of pressure (as caused by strong emo- 
tion). 3 (informal) heavy, dull person. с vt 1 
lump together, put together: Can we ~ ail 
these items together under the heading ‘costs’? 
2 form into lumps. 

-dumpy adj (-ier, -iest) full of, covered with, 
lumps: ~y soup. 

lump? /lamp/ у! (only on) Jump it, (informal) 
put up with something unpleasant or unwant- 
ed: If you don’t like it you can ~ it. 

lu-nacy /'lu:nasi/ и [0] madness. 

lu-nar /'lu:no(r)/ adj of the moon. 
lunar module, detachable section of a 
spacecraft that orbits the moon and may des- 
cend to its surface. 
lunar month, average time between succes- 
sive new moons, about 294 days. 

lu-na-tic /‘lu:notik/ и [С] mental patient (the 
preferred term). а adj mad; extremely foolish: 
а ^^ proposal. 
Nunatic asylum, (dated) mental home ог 
hospital. 
jlunatic ‘fringe, minority group with ex- 
treme views, or engaged in eccentric activities. 

lunch /iantf/[C] meal taken in the middle of 
the day: They were at ~ when I called. в vi,vt 
eat, provide, lunch. 

lunch-eon /‘iantfan/ я (formal) = \unch. 


lung /lan/ л [С] either of the two organs in the: 


chest of man and other animals, used for 
breathing. 
‘lung-power, power of voice. 

lumge /land3/ п [С] sudden forward move- 
ment, eg with a sword, or forward movement 
of the body (eg when aiming a blow). o vi 
make a lunge: /unging out suddenly. 

lu-pin, lu-pine /'lu:pin/ п [С] garden plant 
with tall spikes of flowers. 

lurch’ /ls:tf/ n (only in) leave sb in the 
lurch, ieave him when he is in difficulties and 
needing help. 

lurch? /is:t{/ п [С] sudden change of weight to 
one side; sudden гой or pitch: The ship gave a 
~ to starboard. в vi move along with a lurch: 
The drunken man ~ed across the street. 

lure /iua(r)/ п [С] 1 bunch of brightly coloured 
feathers used to attract and recall a trained 
hawk; bait or decoy to attract animals or fish. 
2 (fig) something that attracts or invites; at- 
traction: the ~ of the sea; the ~s used by a 
pretty woman. о vi attract, tempt: /uring him 
away from his duty. 

lu-rid /luarid/ adj 1 highly coloured, esp sug- 
gesting flame and smoke: a ~ sky/sunset; ~ 
thunder-clouds. 2 (fig) sensational; shocking: 
~ details of a railway accident. 
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lurid-ly adv 
lu-rid-ness л [0] 

lurk /is:k/ vibe, keep, out of view, lying in wait 
or ready to attack: a man ~ing in the shadows. 
Some suspicion still ~ed in his mind. 

luscious /'lafas/ adj 1 rich and sweet in taste 
and smell, attractive: ~ peaches/lips. 2 (of art, 
music, writing) very rich in ornament; sug- 
gesting sensual delights. 

lush /laf/ adj 1 (esp of grass and vegetation) 
growing luxuriantly: ~ meadows. 2 (fig) lux- 
uriously comfortable. 

lust /last/ 1 [U] great desire to possess some- 
thing, esp strong sexual desire (for); passion- 
ate enjoyment (of): filled with ~. 2 [С] instance 
of this: a ~ for power/gold; the ~s of the flesh. 
о vi have lust for: ~ for/after gold. 
lust-ful /-fal/ adj full of lust. 
lust-fully /-foli/ adv 

lustre (US = lus-ter) /'lasto(r)/ я [U] 1 
brightness, esp of a smooth or polished sur- 
face: the ~ of pearls. 2 (fig) glory; distinction: 
add ~ to one’s name. 
lus-trous /'lastras/ adj having lustre: ~ 
pearls/eyes. 

lusty /'lasti/ adj (-ier, -iest) healthy and 
strong; vigorous: а ~ girl; ~ cheers. 
lust-ily /-ali/ adv: work/fight/shout lustily. 

lute /lu:t/ п [С] stringed musical instrument 
(14th to 17th centuries) associated with poets 
and poetry. 
lut-an-ist (also -ten-) /'lu:tanist/, player of 
the lute. 

lux-ur-iant /lag'zuarient/ adj 1 strong in 
growth; abundant: the ~ vegetation of the 
tropics. 2 (of literary and artistic style) richly 
ornamented; very elaborate. 
lux-ur-iant-ly adv. 
lux-ur-iance /-ons/ п [Ч] 

lux-ur-iate /lag'zuarieit/ vi (formal) take 
great delight (in): ~ in the warm spring sun- 
Shine. 

lux-ur-ious /lag'zuerias/ adj 1 supplied with 
luxuries; very comfortable: a ~ hotel. 2 choice 
and costly: ~ food. 
lux-ur-ious-ly adv 

lux-ury /‘lakfari/ (pl -ies) 1 [U] state of life 
in which one has and uses things that please 
the senses (good food and drink, clothes, com- 
fort, beautiful surroundings): live in ~; a life 
of ~. 2 (used as an adjective) enabling people 
to live this kind of life: a ~~ hotel/ocean liner. 3 
[С] something not essential but which gives 
enjoyment and pleasure, esp something ex- 
pensive: His salary is low and he gets few lux- 
uries. 

-ly /-li/ suffix 1 (noun + ~ = adjective) having 
the qualities of: cowardly. 2 (adjective + ^ = 
adverb) in the manner of the adjective: quickly. 

ly-chee (also li-chee, li-tchee, li-tchi) 
/'laitfi:/ я [С] (fruit of a) tree originally from 
China (thin brown shell containing a white 
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pulp round a single seed). 

ly-ing /'laun/ present participle of lie", lie”. 

lymph /limf/ п [U] colourless fluid in animal 
matter, like blood but with no colour. 
lym-phatic /lim'fetik/ adj of or carrying 
lymph. 

lynch /lintS/ vt put to death (usually by hang- 
ing) without a lawful trial. 

lynch-pin /'lint{[pm/ п variant spelling of 
linchpin. 

lynx /links/ я [С] short-tailed wild animal of 
the cat family, noted for its good eye sight. 
Nynx-eyed adj having good eyesight. 

lyre /1а1э(г)/ я [С] kind of harp with strings 
fixed in a U-shaped frame, used by the ancient 
Greeks. 

lyric /‘lirik/ adj 1 of, composed for, singing. 2 
of poetry written on the theme of love, death, 
etc. an[C] 1 lyric poem. 2 (р/) verses of a song, 
egina musical play. | 

Гут. са! /'lirikl/ adj1 = lyric. 2 (eg of playing 
music) full of emotion. 
lyri-cally /-kli/ adv 


Мил 


М, m /ет/ (p/ M's, т'$ /emz/) 1 the 13th letter 
of the English alphabet. 2 the Roman numeral 
1000. 

ma /та:/ и [С] short for mamma, mother. 

та’ат /тет/ и [С] 1 madam, eg as used in 
addressing the Queen and other royal ladies. 2 
(informal) madam. 

mac /mzek/ n (GB informal abbr for) mackin- 
tosh. 

ma-cabre /mo'ka:bra/ adj gruesome; sug- 
gesting death. 

ma-cadam /mo'kedom/ и [С] (road with 
a) surface of several layers of broken rock or 
stone, each rolled hard before the next is put 
down. 

maca-roni /,mzka'rauni/ я [U] flour paste 
(pasta) made into hollow tubes (often 
chopped into short pieces), cooked by boiling. 

maca-roon /,meko'ru:n/ и [С] hard, flat 
cake made of sugar, white of egg, and almonds 
or coconut. 

mace’ /meis/ и [С] 1 large, heavy club, usual- 
ly with a metal head covered with spikes, used 
as a weapon in the Middle Ages. 2 ceremonial 
rod or staff carried or placed before an offi- 
cial, eg a Mayor. 
'mace-bearer, 
mace(2). 

mace? /meis/ и [U] dried outer covering of 
nutmegs, used as spice. 

Mach /ma:k/ п (also '~ number) ratio of the 


official who carries a 


lying / Madonna 


air speed of an aircraft to the speed of sound: 
~ two, twice the speed of sound. 

ma-chete /mo'tfeti/ п [С] wide, heavy knife 
used in Latin America as a tool and weapon. 

mach.-ia-vel-lian /,mzkio'velion/ adj using 
any means to get what is wanted and not car- 
ing about morality, etc. 

machi-na-tion /,mzki'neifn/ 7 [С] evil plot 
or scheme; evil scheming. 

ma-chine /ma'fi:n/ п [С] 1 appliance or 
mechanical device with parts working to- 
gether to apply power: а 'sewing-~. 2 persons 
organized to control a political group: the 
party ~. а vt operate on, make (something) 
with, a machine (esp of sewing and printing). 
ma'chine-gun, gun that fires continuously 
while the trigger is pressed. 
ma,chine-'made adj made by machine (con- 
trasted with hand-made). 
ma'chine tool, tool, mechanically operated, 
for cutting or shaping materials. 
ma-chin-ist /moa'fi:nist/, (а) person who 
makes, repairs or controls machine tools. (b) 
person who works a machine, esp a sewing- 
machine. 

ma-chin-ery /mo'fi:nori/ я (p/ -ies) [Ч] 1 
moving parts of a machine; machines collec- 
tively: How much new ~ has been installed? 2 
methods, organization (eg of government): 
the ~ of state. 

mack-erel /'mzkral/ п [С] (p/ unchanged) 
kind of sea-fish used as food. 

mack.in-tosh /'mekintpf/ и [С] (GB) rain- 
proof coat of cloth treated with rubber. 

mac-ro-biotic /,mzkraubai'ptik/ adj рго- 
longing life: ~ food, without chemicals added. 

mac-ro-cosm /'mzkraukpzom/ п the great 
world or universe. с> microcosm. 

mad /mzd/ adj (-der, -dest) 1 mentally ill. 
drive/send sb mad, cause him to be mad. 
as mad as a March hare/as a hatter, 
very mad. 2 (informal) very excited; filled with 
great enthusiasm: ~ about pop music. be/go 
mad, be/become wildly excited, angry, upset, 
etc. 3 (informal) angry: They were ~ about/at 
missing the train. Dad was ~ with me for com- 
ing home late. 4 (of a dog, etc) rabid. 
'mad-man/-woman, who 15 mad(1). 
mad-ly adv (a) in a mad manner. (b) (infor- 
mal) extremely: ~ly excited/in love. 
mad-ness n [0] the state of being mad; mad 
behaviour. 

madam /'mzdam/ и 1 respectful form of ad- 
dress to a woman (married or unmarried) eg 
by a shop-assistant: Can I help you, ~? 2 (used 
in formal letters): Dear M~. 3 (informal) 
woman or girl who likes to order people 
about: She’s abit ofan. 

mad-den /'mzdn/ vt make mad; irritate; an- 
noy: ~dening delays. 

made /meid/ pt,pp of make’. 

Ma-donna /mo'dpno/ п the ~, (picture or 
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madrigal /maid 


statue of) Mary, Mother of Jesus Christ. 

mad-ri-gal /'mzdrig]/ л [С] song for several 
voices without instrumental accompaniment. 

mael-strom /'meilstrom/ 7 [С] 1 great 
whirlpool. 2 (fig) violent or destructive force 
or series of events: the ~ of war. 

maes-tro /'maistrau/ и [С] (p/ maestri 
/‘maistri/) (11) distinguished musical com- 
poser, teacher or conductor. 

mag /mzg/ 7 [С] (informal abbr of) maga- 
zine(4): the colour ~s. 

maga-zine /,mzgo'zi:n US: 'maegozi:n/ п Ic] 
1 store for arms, ammunition, explosives, etc. 
2 chamber for holding cartridges to be fed in- 
to the breech of a rifle or gun. 3 place for rolls 
or cartidges of film in a camera. 4 (weekly or 
monthly) periodical, with articles, pictures, 
etc. 

ma-genta /mo'dzenta/ adj, п [0] bright crim- 
son (substance used as a dye). 

mag-got /'meget/ п [C] larva or grub, eg of 
the house-fly. 
mag-goty adj having maggots: ~y cheese. 

Magi /'meid3ai/ п р/ the Мл, the three wise 
men from the East who brought offerings to 
the infant Jesus. 

magic /'med3k/ adj done by, or as if by, 
magic; possessing magic; used in magic: ~ 
arts|words; а > touch. on[U)1 art of control- 
ling events by the pretended use of super- 
natural forces; superstitious practices based 
on a belief in supernatural agencies. as if by/ 
like magic, in a mysterious manner. 2 art of 
obtaining mysterious results by tricks: use ~ 
to produce a rabbit. 3 (fig) quality produced as 
if by magic: the ~ of poetry. 
iblack 'magic, г> black art. 
miadgi-cal /-К]/ adj = magic. 
magi-cally /-kli/ adv 

ma-gician /mo'd3ifn/ п [С] person skilled in 
magic(2); wizard. 

magis-ter-ial /,mzdz3i'stiorial/ adj 1 of, con- 
ducted by, a magistrate. 2 having or showing 
authority: а ^ manner. 
magis.-ter-ially /-1a!1/ adv 

magis-tracy /'medzistrasi/ n [С] (pi -ies) 1 
position of a magistrate. 2 the ~, magistrates 
collectively. 

magis-trate /'mzdzistreit/ п [С] civil officer 
acting as a judge in the lowest courts (Police 
Courts); Justice of the Peace. 

mag-nani-mous /mzg'nznimeas/ adj hav- 
ing, showing, generosity. 
mag-nani-mous-ly adv 
mag-na-nim-ity /,;mzgno'nmoti/ п [СО] 

mag-nate /'megneit/ п [С] wealthy and 
powerful leader of business or industry. 

mag:nesia /mzg'ni:Ja/ n [U] white, tasteless 
powder (formula MgQ) used in medicine and 
industry. 

mag-nesium /mezg'ni:ziom/ п [U] silver- 
white metal (symbol Mg) used i in the manu- 
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facture of aluminium and other alloys, and in 
photography: ~ /ight, bright light obtained by 
burning magnesium. 

mag-net /'megnit/ п [С] 1 substance able to 
attract iron, either natural (as in lodestone) or 
by means of an electric current. 2 (fig) person 
or thing that attracts. 

mag-net-ic /mzg'netik/ adj 1 of magnetism. 
2 having the properties of a magnet: the ~ 
field, area in which a magnetic force may be 
detected; (fig) a ~ smile/personality, attract- 
ing the attention of people. 

magnetic needle, magnetized steel rod 
which, when horizontal, indicates north and 
south. 

magnetic north, the point indicated by a 
magnetic needle. 

magnetic pole, point near the North or 
South Pole to which the compass needle 
points. 

magnetic tape, kind of tape coated with 
iron oxide used to record sound, vision. 


_ mag-neti-cally /-kli/ adv 


mag-net-ism /'megnitizom/ п [0] 1 (the 
science of) magnetic phenomena and proper- 
ties. 2 (fig) great personal charm and attrac- 
tion. 

mag-net-ize (also -ise) /'megnitaiz/ у! 1 
give magnetic properties to. 2 (fig) attract asa 
magnet does. | 

mag:-ni-fi-ca-tion /megnifi'keifn/ и [U} 
(esp) power, strength, of magnifying, eg of a 
lens, a pair of binoculars. 

mag-nifi-cent /mzg'nifisnt/ adj splendid; 
remarkable: a~ house; his ~ generosity. 
mag-nifi-cent-ly adv 
mag-nifi-cence /-5п5/ и [0] 

mag-ni-fier /-faro(r)/ n [С] instrument, ес 
that magnifies. 

mag-nify /'megnifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 make 
(a person or thing) appear larger (as with a 
lens or microscope). 2 exaggerate: ~ dangers. 
3 give praise to (God): ~ the Lord. 
'imagnifying-glass, lens for making objects 
appear larger. 

mag-ni-tude /'mezgnitju:d US: -tu:d/ n [С] 
(formal) 1 size. 2 (degree of) importance. 3 
comparative brightness of stars. 

mag-num /'megnom/ n [С] (р/ ~s) (bottle 
containing) two quarts (of wine or spirit). 

mag-num opus /,mezgnom 'supas/ п [С] 1 
great literary work. 2 person’s chief (literary) 
work. 

mag-pie /'mzgpai/ и [С] 1 noisy black-and- 
white bird which is attracted by, and often 
takes away, small, bright objects. 2 (fig) per- 
son who talks very much. 3 (fig) person who 
steals small things. 

ma-hog-any /mo'hpgeni/ и [C,U) (tropical 
tree with) dark-brown wood much used for 
furniture. 

maid /meid/ п [С] 1 (literary) girl. 2 (old use) 
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-young, unmarried woman. 3 (modern use) 
woman servant: /t’s the ~’s day off. 4 (used in 
eompounds): a'nurse~. & old maid. 
maid of ‘honour, unmarried woman at- 
tending a queen or princess. 

maiden /'meidn/ n [С] (literary) girl; young 
unmarried woman. о adj1 of a girl or woman. 
2 first or earliest: a ship’s ~ voyage. 3 (also 
ynaiden ‘over) (cricket) one in which no runs 
are scored. 4 (of an older woman) unmarried: 
ту ~ aunt. 
imaiden-head, (forma/) virginity. 
‘imaiden-hood, (formal) state, period, of be- 
ing a girl. 
maiden name, woman’s family name before 
marriage. 
maiden speech, first speech, eg in Parlia- 
ment as a new member. 

‘maiden-like, maiden-ly adj gentle; 
modest; of or like a maiden. 

тай! /meil/ n [U] body armour of metal rings 
or plates: a coat of ~;'chain-~. 

mail? /meil/ 1 [0] government system of col- 
lecting, carrying and delivering letters and 
parcels: send a letter by air~. 2 [C,U] letters, 
parcels, etc sent or delivered by post; the let- 
ters, etc sent collected or delivered at one time: 
Was there any ~ this morning? a vt (chiefly 
US; in GB post is more usual) send by post. 
imail-bag, strong bag in which mail 1$ саг- 
ried. 

'mail-boat, one that transports mail. 
‘mail-box, (US) letter-box. 

‘mail-ing-card, (US) postcard. 
‘mail-ing-list, list of names of persons to 
whom something, eg a catalogue is regularly 
sent. 

‘mail-man, (US) postman. 

пай ‘order, order for goods to be delivered 
by post. 

‘mail-train, train that carries mail. 

maim /meim/ vi wound or injure so that some 
part of the body is useless: He was seriously 
~ed in the war. 

плат! /mein/ adj chief; most important: the ~ 
thing to remember; the ~ street of a town, the 
~ point of my argument; the ~ course of a 
meal. 

‘main deck, upper deck. 
imain-land /-lend/, country; continent or 
land mass, without its islands. 
'main-spring, (a) principal spring of a 
clock or watch. (b) (fig) chief force or motive. 
imain-stay /-ste1/, (fig) chief support. 
imain-stream, (a) most important aspect, 
direction, tendency, etc: the ~stream of polit- 
ical thought. (b) style of jazz between tradi- 
tional and modern. 
main-ly аду chiefly; for the most part: You 
are ~ly to blame. 

main? jmein/ и 1 [С] principal pipe bringing 
water or gas, principal wire transmitting elec- 


tric current, from the source of supply into a 
building: My new house is not yet connected to 
the ~s. 2 in the main, for the most part; on 
the whole. 3 with (all sb’s) might and 
main, physical force; strength. 4 (poetry) sea, 
esp a wide expanse of sea. 

main-tain /mein'tein/ vt 1 keep up; retain; 
continue: ~ friendly relations (with...); ~ 
prices, keep them stable; ~ law and order; ~ a 
speed of 60 miles an hour. 2 support, feed etc: 
~ a wife and eight children. 3 claim to be true: 
~ one’s innocence|that one is innocent. 4 keep 
in good repair or working order: ~ the roads. 
5 defend: ~ one’s rights. 
main-tain-able /-эЫ/ adj that can be main- 
tained. 

main-ten-ance /'meintonons/ и [U] main- 
taining or being maintained; (esp) what is 
needed to support life: A divorced woman may 
claim ~ (= money) for her children. 

mai-son-ette /,meizs'net/ и [С] small house; 
part of a house let or used separately as a self- 
contained dwelling. 

maize /meiz/ и [U] (also called Indian corn) 
sort of grain plant. & corn-cob. 

ma-jes-tic /mo'dzestik/ adj having, showing, 
majesty. 
ma-jes-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

maj-esty /'mzdz3asti/ n (р/.-1е$) 1 [Ч] con- 
duct, speech, appearance, manner, causing re- 
spect; royal power. 2 His/Her/Your ~; 
Their/Your Majesties, form used when 
speaking of or to a sovereign ruler or rulers. 

ma-jor' /‘meid3a(r)/ adj (contrasted with min- 
or) greater or more important: ~ roads; а ~ 
operation, (in surgery) one that may be dan- 
gerous to the person’s life. с vi major in sth, 
specialize in (a certain subject, at college or 
university): Brian ~ed in economics. 

ma-jor? /'meidza(r)/ п [С] army officer be- 
tween а captain and a colonel. 
jmajor-'general, army officer next above a 
brigadier and under a lieutenant-general. 

ma-jor-ity /mo'd3prati US: -'d3o:r-/ и [С] (pl 
-ies) 1 (used with a sing or pl verb) greater 
number or part (of): The ~ were/was in favour 
of the proposal. 2 number by which votes for 
one side are more than those for the other side: 
He was elected by a large ~|by a~ of 3749. be 
in the majority. have the majority. 3 legal 
age of reaching manhood or womanhood (eg 
eighteen in Britain): He will reach his ~ next 
month. 
majority ‘verdict, verdict by the majority 
(of a jury, etc). 

make’ /meik/ vt,vi (pt,pp made /meid/) (For 
uses with nouns, & 24, 25 below; for uses with 
adjectives, > 26 below; for uses with adverbial 
particles and prepositions, > 27 below.) 1 
construct or produce by combining parts or 
putting materials together; form or shape 
from material; bring into existence (esp by ef- 
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fort): ~ bread. She made (= prepared) coffee 
for all of us. Cloth is made of cotton, wool, 
nylon and other materials. Men made gods. 2 
cause to appear by breaking, tearing, remov- 
ing material: ~ a hole in the ground/a gap ina 
hedge. 3-enact; establish: Who made this ridi- 
culous rule? 4 draft; draw up: A treaty has been 
made with our former enemies. 5 amount to in 
significance: Agatha Christie’s novels ~ excel- 
lent reading, are excellent books. 6 cause: / 
don’t want to ~ any trouble for you. 7 (passive 
only) be meant or intended: John and Mary 
seem to have been made for each other, eg be- 
cause they get on so well together. 8 cause to 
be or become: The news made her happy. He 
soon made himself understood. make it 
worth sb‘s while (to do sth), > while. 9 
earn; win; gain; acquire: ~ a profit/loss of 
£100. He first made his name|reputation as a 
junior Minister. make or mar/break, ©} 
mar. make/earn, etc one’s living (as/ 
at/by/from), have as one’s work or liveli- 
hood: He ~s his living as а teacher|from 
teaching/by giving piano lessons. make/earn 
a mint/pile/packet, © pile'(3). 10 (in 
card-games): Six tricks bid and made, won. 11 
(cricket) score: ~ a century т a test match. 12 
(of the tide) begin to flow or ebb: The tide is 
making fast. 13 compel; force; persuade; 
cause (something) to happen: Can you ~ this 
old car start? What ~s the grass grow? His 
Jokes made us all laugh. таке опе'$ 'blood 
boil/one‘s ‘hackles rise, make one very 
angry. паке sb’s ‘hair stand on end, > 
hair(1). make sth 'do; make 'do with 
sth, manage with it although it may not be 
really adequate or satisfactory: You'll have to 
~ do with cold meat for dinner. make sth go 
round, make it last or be enough: / don’t 
know how she ~s the money go round. make 
believe (that); ‘make-believe, © be- 
lieve(3). 14 represent as; cause to appear as: 
In the play the author ~s the murderer commit 
suicide, describes him as doing this. You've 
made my nose too big, eg in a drawing or paint- 
ing. 15 estimate or reckon (to be); put (a total, 
etc) at: What time do you ~ it? What do you~ 
the time? I ~ the distance about 70 miles. 16 
come to, equal; add up to; amount to: A hun- 
dred pence ~s one pound. 5 and 7 and 3 is 15, 
and 4 more ~s 19. make (good/much/ 
Ее) sense, > sense(6). 17 be (ша 
series); count as: This ~s the fifth time you’ ve 
failed this examination. 18 turn into; turn out 
to be; prove to be: She will ~ him a good wife, 
will be one. 19 (informal) travel over (a dis- 
tance); reach, maintain (a speed); be in time 
for, catch; reach (a place); gain the rank of or 
place of: We’ ve made 80 miles since noon. The 
train leaves at 7.13; can we ~ it, reach the sta- 
tion in time? He’ll never ~ (= win a place on) 
the team. 20 elect; appoint; nominate; raise to 
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the rank of: ~ him King/an earila peer. 21 of- 
fer, propose: M~ me an offer! Suggest a price! 
The Chairman of British Rail has made a new 
offer to the men, eg of a rise in wages during a 
strike. / made her a present of the vase. 22 
make + noun + of (sth/sb); make sth/ 
sb sth, cause a person or thing to be or be- 
come: His parents want to ~ a doctor of him, 
want him to be educated for the medical 
profession. Don’t ~ а habit of it/~ it a habit, 
don’t let it become a habit. Don’t ~ ап ass|fool 
of yourself, don’t behave stupidly. > 24 and 
25 below for other examples. 23 make as if, 
behave as if about (to do something): He made 
as if to hit me. 24 (used with many nouns where 
make and the noun together have the same 
meaning as a verb related т form to the noun; 
> the noun entries): make allowances (for), 
make an application (to sb) (fer sth); make ar- 
rangements for; make a decision; make a 
success of (sth). 25 (used with nouns in special 
senses; the examples below are a selection 
only; for definitions > the entry for the noun 
in the example): ~ an attempt; ~ an appoint- 
ment; ~ the bed(s),; ~ the best of; ~ a bid 
(for); ~ a break for it; ~ a change; ~ sb’s 
day; ~ demands (of/on); ~ an effort; ~ an 
excuse, ~ eyes al; ~ a face/faces (а1); ~ fun 
of; ~ a fuss (of); ~ a go of sth; ~ head or tail 
of; ~ а gocd|poor job of; ~ love (10 sb); ~ a 
man of; ~ the most of; ~ much of; ~ aname 
for oneself; ~ a night of it; ~ a pass at; ~ 
one’s peace (with); ~ a point (of); ~ room 
(for); ~ war (оп); ~ way for; ~ one’s way т 
life/the world; ~ heavy weather of. 26 (used 
with adjectives in special senses; for definitions 
> the entry for the adjective in the exampie): 
~ certain, ~ good; ~ light of; ~ sure. 

27 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 

make for $6 / 511, (a) move in the direction 
of: It’s late; we'd better ~ for home. (b) charge 
at, rush towards: When the interval came 
everyone made for the bar, ie to buy drinks. (с) 
contribute to, tend towards: Does early rising 
~ for good health? 

make sth/sb into sth, change or convert 
to: The huts can be made into temporary 
houses. 

make sth of, understand, interpret: What 
are we 10 ~ of his behaviour? I can ~ nothing of 
all this scribble. 

make off, hurry away (esp in order to es- 
cape): The get-away car made off at top speed. 
make off with sth, steal and hurry away: 
The cashier made off with the firm’ s money. 
make sth out, (a) write out; complete cr fill 
in: ~ out a cheque for £10. (b) manage to see, 
read: We made out a woman in the darkness. 
make sb out to be, claim; assert; maintain: 
He ws himself out to be cleverer than he really 
is. make sb/sth out, understand him/it: 
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What a queer person he is! I can’t ~ him out at 

all. I can’t ~ out what he wants. I couldn't ~ it 
out, couldn’t understand it. make out (with 
sb), progress, get on: How are you making out 
with Lucy? How’s your friendship progress- 
ing? make out a case (for/against), > 
case'(3). 
make sth/sb over, transfer the possession 
or ownership of: He has made over his property 
to the National Trust. 
make sth up, (a) complete: We still need £5 
to ~ up tie sum we asked for. There’s a lot of 
time to ~ up. (b) invent; compose (esp to de- 
ceive): Stop making things up! It’s all a made- 
up story. (c) form; compose; constitute: Ani- 
mals and vegetables are made up of water and 
cells. I object to the way the committee is made 
up/to the make-up of the committee. (Я) pre- 
pare, eg medicine, by mixing ingredients: Ask 
the chemist to ~ this up for you. (e) make 
(material, cloth, etc) into clothes: This cloth 
will ~ up into two dresses. (+) add fuel to, eg a 
fire: The fire needs making up. (9) prepare (а 
bed): They made up a bed on the sofa for the un- 
expected visitor. make sb/oneself up, pre- 
pare (an actor/oneself) by applying cosmetics 
to the face: /t takes him more than an hour to ~~ 
up for the part of Othello. Hence, 'make-up n 
[9]. make up one‘s mind, > mind'(2). 
make up for sth, compensate for: Hard 
work can often ~ up for a lack of intelligence. 
make up for lost time, > time'(3). 
make it up to sb, give or do something in 
payment for something, he has lost, missed: 
Гт sorry you can’t come to the party but ГИ ^ 
it up to you. make it up (with sb), end a 
quarrel, dispute or misunderstanding: Why 
don't you ~ it up with her? 
‘make-believe, > believe(3). 
таке. $ Е, something used for a time until 
something better is obtainable: use an empty 
crate asa~shift for a table/as a~shift table. 
‘make-up, (а) © make sb/joneself up т 
make(27) above. (b) character, tempera- 
ment: men of that ~-up. 
'imake-weight, (a) small quantity added to 
get the weight required. (b) (fig) person or 
thing of small value that fills a gap, supplies a 
deficiency. 

make? /meik/  [C,U] way a thing is made; 
method or style of manufacture: cars of all~s. 
Is this your own ~, made by you? on the 
make, (si) concerned with making a profit, 
gaining an advantage. 

maker /'meiko(r)/ п [С] 1 the/our Мл, the 
Creator; God. 2 (esp in compounds) person or 
thing that makes: a'dress~. 

mak-ing /'meikin/ 1» be the making of, 
cause to develop well: The two years he served 
in the Army were the ~ of him. have the 
makings of, have the necessary qualities for 
becoming: He has in him the ~s of a great 


make/malpractice 
swimmer. 
mal- /mel-/ prefix bad, wrong, not: mal- 
adjusted. 


mala-chite /'mzlokait/ и [U] kind of green 
stone used for ornaments, etc. 

mal-adjusted /,mzla'd3astid/ adj (of a per- 
son) unable to adapt himself properly to his 
environment, eg social or occupational. 
mal-adjust-ment x [U]. 

mal-ady /'mzledi/ я [С] (р/ -ies) (formal) 
(chronic) disease; illness; disorder. 

mal.-aise /mez'leiz/ n (sing with a, an) (formal) 
feeling of bodily discomfort, but without clear 
signs of a particular illness. 

ma-laria /mo'lesria/ n [0] kinds of disease 
with chills, sweating and fever, carried by a 
particular type of mosquito. 
ma-lar-ial /-1al/ adj 

male /meil/ adj of that sex that does not give 
birth to offspring: а ,~ voice 'choir, of men 
and/or boys. an[C] male person, animal, etc. 

mal-for-ma-tion /,mezifo:'meifn/ п 1 [U] 
state of being badly formed or shaped. 2 [C] 
badly formed part: a~ of the spine. 

mal-formed /,mz!'fo:md/ adj badiy formed 
or shaped. 

mai-ice /'mealis/ п [U] active hatred; desire to 
harm others. bear sb malice, feel hatred for 
him. 

ma-li-cious /mo'lifas; adj feeling, showing, 
caused by, malice: ~ gossip. 
ma-li-cious-ly adv 

ma-lig-mancy /-nonsi/ я [U] the state of be- 
ing malignant. 

ma-lig-nant /mo'lignant/ adj 1 (of diseases) 
harmful to life: ~ cancer. 2 (formal) (of per- 
sons, their actions) filled with, showing, a de- 
sire to hurt: ~ glances. 
ma-lig-nant-ly adv 

ma-lig-nity /mo'lignati/ n (p/ -ies) 1 [Ч] (of 
diseases) being harmful to life. 2 (formal) [Ч] 
great hatred; [C] instance of this; hateful act, 
remark, etc. 

ma-lin-ger /mo'linga(r)/ vi pretend to be ill, 
etc in order to escape duty or work. 
ma-lin-gerer, person who malingers. 

mallard /'mzla:d/ я [С] kind of wild duck. 

mal-leable /'mzliabl/ adj 1 (of metals) that 
can be hammered or pressed into new shapes. 
2 (fig) (eg of a person’s character) easily 
trained or adapted. 
mal-lea-bil-ity /,;mzlio'bilati/ п [Ч] 

mal-let /'mzlit/ n [С] 1 hammer with a 
wooden head as used at auctions. 2 hammer 
with a long handle and wooden head for strik- 
ing a croquet or polo ball. 

mal-nu-tri-tion /,melnju:'trifn US: -nu:-/ п 
[U] condition caused by not getting (enough 
of) (the right kind(s) of) food. 

mal-prac-tice /,mezl'prektis/ n (/egal) 1 [Ц] 
doing wrong; neglect of duty. 2 [С] instance of 
this. 


malt /manful 


malt j/mo:lt/ я [U] grain (usually barley) al- 
lowed to sprout, prepared for brewing or dis- 
tilling. о vt,vi 1 make (grain) into malt; (of 
grain) become malt. 2 prepare with malt: ~ed 
milk. 

mal-treat /mel'tri:t/ vt (formal) treat rough- 
ly or cruelly. 

mal-treat-ment 7 [0] 

mama /ma'ma: US: 'ma:ma/ п [С] (dated) = 
mummy, mother. 

mamba /'membo/ и [С] (p/ ~s) black or 
green poisonous African tree snake. 

mam-mal /'meml/ и [С] any of the class of 
animals of which the females feed their young 
with milk from the breast: Cats, rabbits, cows, 
monkeys, whales ave all ~s. 

mam-moth /'memo6/ п [С] large kind of 
elephant now extinct. 0 adj (informal) huge: a 
~ task. 

man!’ /men/7n[C] (p/ men /men/) 1 adult male 
-human being: a 'post~/'clergy~. yman and 
'Боу, from boyhood onwards: He has worked 
for the firm, ~ and boy, for thirty years.a man 
of fetters, a writer and scholar. a тап 
about 'tawn, one who spends much time at 
parties, theatres, in clubs, etc. a man of the 
world, one with wide experience of business 
and society. the man in the street, person 
regarded as representing the interests and 
opinions of ordinary people. 2 human being; 
person: All men must die. > odd(3). 3 (sing 
only, used without the, a or an) the human 
race; all mankind: M~ is mortal. 4 male per- 
son under the authority of another: officers 
and men, eg in the army. 5 male person having 
the qualities (eg strength, confidence) asso- 
ciated with men. make a man of, train, 
show, ‘him how to be strong, confident, etc: 
How can we make a ~ of him? 6 husband: ~ 
and wife. 7 piece in chess, etc. 8 (used with pos- 
sessive adjectives): If you want a good teacher, 
here’s your ~, here’s someone suitable. 
iman-eater, cannibal; animal that eats 
human beings. 

'man-handie vt (a) move by physical 
strength. (b) (s/) handle roughly: / was ~- 
handled by the police. 

iman-hole, opening through which a man 
may enter (an underground sewer, boiler, 
tank, etc). 

‘man-hood, (a) state of being a man: reach 
~hood. г> majority(3). (6) male qualities, eg 
virility, courage. 

'man-hour, work done by one man in one 
hour. 

jman-'made, made by humans; produced 
artificially or from synthetic materials. 
'man-power, number of men available for 
military service, work, etc: a sverige: of 
~power in the coalmines. 

iman-servant, male servant. 

'man-sized adj of a size right for a man: a 
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~-sized ‘steak. 

'man-slaughter, (act of) killing a human be- 
ing unlawfully but not deliberately. 
iman-to-'man adj frank, not holding back: a 
~-to-~ discussion. 

man? /men/ vt (-nn-) supply with men for 
service or defence: ~ a fort/a ship|~ the barri- 
cades. 

-man /-mon, -men/ suffix 1 dweller in: 
countryman. 2 person occupied т a specific 
activity: businessman; doorman. 

man-acle /'mznok]/ и [С] (usually p/} chains 
for the hands or feet. o vt 1 put in chains. 2 
(fig) cause to be held back. 

тап-аде /‘menid3/ v/,vi 1 control: managing 
а business|one’s wife; the managing director. 2 
succeed: / shan’t be able to ~ without help. We 
can't ~ with these poor tocls. 3 (informal) 
(with can, could, be able to) make use of; eat: 
Can you ~ another slice of cake? 
плап-аде-аЫе /-abl/ adj that can be dealt 
with; easily controlled. 
man-age-abil-ity / menid3o'bilati/ п [0] 

man-age-ment /'mznidgmont/ n 1 [0] ma- 
naging or being managed: under new ~. 2 [U] 
skilful treatment or handling: /t needed a good 
deal of ~ to persuade them to give me the job. 3 
[C,U] (used collectively) all those concerned in 
managing an industry, enterprise, etc: an 
consultation between workers and~. 

ппап-адег /'mznid3a(r)/ и [C] 1 person who 
controls a business, a hotel, etc. 2 (usually 
with an adjective) person who manages a busi- 
ness, household affairs, etc in a certain way: 
My wife is an excellent ~. 

man-ager-ess /,meznid3e'res/ и [С] woman 
manager(1). 

mana-ger-ia! /,meni'd3iorial/ adj of man- 
agers Or management. 

man-date /'mendeit/ п [С] 1 order from a 
superior; command given with authority. 2 
authority to administer a territory authorized 
by the League of Nations after the First World 
War. 3 authority given to representatives by 
voters, members of a trade union, etc: the ~ 
given to us by the electors|workers. с vt put (a 
territory) under a mandate(2): the ~d terri- 
tories. 
man-da-tory /'mzndoatr (5: -to:ri/ adj of, 
conveying, a command: the mandatory power. 

man-dible /'‘mendabl/ п [С] 1 lower jaw in 
mammals and fishes. 2 either part of a bird's 
beak. 3 (in insects) either half of the upper pair 
of jaws, used for biting, etc. 

man-do-lin /'mzndolin/ п [С] musica! in- 
strument with 6 or 8 metal strings stretched in 
pairs on a rounded body. 

mane /mein/ п [С] long hair on the neck of a 
horse, lion, etc. 

ma-neu-ver /mo'nu:va(r)/ п, у (US) = man- 
oeuvre. 

man-ful /'menfl/ adj brave; еше 
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man-fully /-fali/ аду. behave ~ly. 

man-ga-nese /'mzngoni:z/ и [0] hard, 
brittle, light-grey metal (symbol Мп) used in 
making steel, glass, etc. 

mange /meind3/ и [U] contagious skin dis- 
ease, esp of dogs and cats. 
mangy /'meind3i/ adj (-ier, -iest) 

manger /'meind3a(r)/ n[C] long, open box or 
trough for horses or cattle to feed from. 

mangle’ /'mzngl/[C] machine with rollers 
for pressing out water from clothes, etc. а vi 
put (clothes, etc) through a mangle. 

mangle? /'mzngl/ vt cut up, tear, damage, 
badly: be badly ~d т а саг accident. 

mango /'mengou/ и [С] (p/ ~es or ~s) (trop- 
ical tree with) fruit with a large stone and yel- 
low flesh when ripe. 

man-grove /'mzngrovuv/ и [С] tropical tree 
growing in swamps and sending down new 
roots from its branches. 

mangy /'meind3i/ > mange. 

man-handle & man’. 

mania /'meinio/ n 1 [0] madness shown by 
great excitement, delusions, violence. 2 ex- 
treme enthusiasm, excitement: a ~ for power- 
ful motorbikes/hard work. 

maniac /'memek/ и [С] 1 raving madman. 2 
(fig) extreme enthusiast. 
ma-niacal /moa'naiok!/ adj (a) violently mad. 
(Ь) (fig) extremely enthusiastic. 
ma-niacally /-kli/ adv 

manic-depressive /,mznik di'prestv/ adj, 
п [С] (person) suffering from alternating 
periods of excitement and deep depression. 

mani-cure /'menikjua(r)/ и [Ч] care of the 
hands and finger-nails. о vt cut, clean and pol- 
ish the finger-nails. 
imani-cur-ist /-1st/, person who manicures 
as a profession. 

mani-fest /'menifest/ adj ciear and obvious: 
a~ truth. о vt1 show clearly: ~ the truth of a 
Statement. 2 give signs of: She doesn’t ~ much 
desire to marry him. 3 (reflexive) appear: No 
disease ~-ed itself during the long voyage. 
mani-fest-ly adv 
mani-fes-ta-tion /,mznife'sterfn/n[C,U] 

mani-festo /,mezni'festou/ n [С] (p/ ~s or 
~es) public declaration of principles, policy, 
purposes, etc by a ruler, political party, etc or 
of the character, qualifications, intentions of a 
person or group. 

mani-fold /'mznifould/ adj having or рго- 
viding for many uses, copies, etc. a п [С] pipe 
or chamber with several openings or connec- 
tions. 

mani-kin /'mzenikin/ п [С] 1 pygmy; dwarf. 2 
anatomical model of the human body. 3 fig- 
ure of the human body used by artists. 4 = 
mannequin. 

ma-nipu-late /mo'nipjuleit/ vt 1 operate, 
handle, with skill: ~ machinery. 2 manage or 
control skilfully or craftily, esp by using one’s 


manganese /manoeuvre 


influence or unfair methods: A clever politi- 
cian knows how to ~ his supporters|public 
opinion. 

ma-nipu-la-tion /ma,nipju'leifn/ n[C,U] 

man-kind n [0] 1 /,mzn'kaind/ the human 
species. 2 /'mzenkaind/ the male sex; all men 
(contrasted with 'womankind). 

man.like /'menlaik/ adj having the qualities 
(good or bad) of a man. 

тап у /‘menli/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 having the 
strong qualities expected of a man. 2 (of a 
woman) having a man’s qualities. 3 (of things, 
qualities, etc) nght Гога man. 

man-li-ness n[U] 

manna /'menoa/ и [9] 1 (in the Bible) food 
provided by God for the Israelites during their 
forty years in the desert. 2 (fig) something 
unexpectedly supplied or that gives spiritual 
refreshment. 

man-ne-quin /'menikin/ п [С] 1 = 
model(5) (the usua! word). 2 life-size dummy 
of a human body, as used in shop-windows for 
the display of clothes. 

man-ner /'mzno(r)/ и [С] 1 way in which a 
thing is done or happens: Do it in this ~. (as) 
to the manner ‘born, as if naturally suit- 
able; knowing how to deal with a situation, 
practice, custom, etc from birth: She began her 
teaching career as to the ~ born. 2 (sing only) 
person’s way of behaving towards others: / 
don’t like his ~. 3 (pl) habits and customs. 4 
(pl) social behaviour: good/bad ~s. 5 style in 
literature or art: a painting in the ~ of Raphael. 
6 kind, sort: What ~ of man is he? aif man- 
mer of, every kind of: He gave us all ~ of 
excuses. 

man-nered adj (a) (used in compounds): 
'ill-'well-~ed, having bad/good manners(4). 
(b) showing mannerisms. 

man-ner-ism /'meznoarizom/ и [С] 1 pecu- 
liarity of behaviour, speech, etc, esp one that is 
a habit. 2 too much use of a distinctive man- 
ner in art or literature. 

man-ner-ly /‘mznoali/ adjcourteous, polite. 

man-nish /'mznif/ adj 1 (of a woman) like a 
man. 2 more suitable for a man than for a 
woman: a~ style of dress. 

ma-noeuvre (US = ma-neu-ver) 
/moa'nu:va(r)/ п [С] 1 planned movement (of 
armed forces); (p/) series of such movements, 
eg as training exercises: army ~s. 2 movement 
or plan, made to deceive, or to escape, or to 
win or do something: the desperate ~s of some 
politicians. в vi,vt (cause to) perform man- 
oeuvres: manoeuvring a car into a parking 
space. 

ma-noeuvrer (US = ma-neu-verer), per- 
son who uses manoeuvres(2). 
ma-noeuvr-abie (US = ma-neu-ver-able) 
|-vrabl/ adj that can be manoeuvred. 
ma-noeuvyr-abil-ity (US = -neu-ver-) 
/ma,nu:vro'biloti/ в [U] 


manor /mare 


manor /'mznoa(r)/ п [С] 1 unit of land under 
the feudal system, part of which was used 
directly by the lord of the ~ and the rest occu- 
pied and farmed by tenants who paid rent in 
crops and service. 2 (modern use) area of land 
with a principal residence (called the '~- 
house). 

ma-nor-ial /ma'no:rial/ adj of a manor. 

man-ston /'menJn/ и [С] 1 large and stately 
house. 2 (p/) (in proper names) block of flats: 
Victoria M~s. 

man-tel /'mentl/ м [С] structure of wood, 
marble, etc above and around a fireplace. 
'mantel-piece, shelf above a fireplace. 

man-tilla /men'tilo/ и [С] (p/ ~s) large veil 
or scarf worn by Spanish women to cover the 
hair and shoulders. 

man-tis /'mentis/ и [С] (kinds of) long- 
legged insect. 

mantle /'mentl/ n [С] 1 loose, sleeveless 
cloak. 2 (fig) covering: hills witha ~ of snow. 3 
metal cover like lace fixed round the flame of a 
light from gas. 

man-ual /'menjual/ adj of, done with, the 
hands: ~ (абоиг. а п [С] 1 handbook or text- 
book: a technical ~. 2 keyboard of an organ, 
played with the hands. 

man-ually /-juali/ adv 

manu-fac-ture /menjo'fektfa(r)/ vr 1 
make, produce, (goods, etc) on a large scale by 
machinery: manufacturing industries; ~d 
goods. 2 invent (a story, an excuse, etc).o71 
[U] the making or production of goods and 
materials: the ~ of toys|plastic. 2 (pl) manu- 
factured goods and articles. 
manu-fac-turer, person who, firm which, 
manufactures things. 

ma-nure /mo'njuo(r)/ п [U] waste from the 
bodies of animals, eg from stables; other 
material, natural or artificial, spread over or 
mixed with the soil to make it fertile. o vt put 
manure in or on (land/soil). 

manu-script /'menjuskript/ п [С] (abbr to 
М5, р/ MSS) book, etc as first written out or 
typed: poems stillin~. 

many /'meni/ adj, п (contrasted with few; > 
more, most) 1 (used with p/ nouns) a large 
number (of), plenty (of)): 7 have some, but not 
~. How ~ do you want? Do you need so ~? 
М © people think so. M~ of us agree. A good 
~ people agree with you. & good'(14). as 
many again, the same number, quantity, 
again. one too many, one more than the 
correct or needed number. 2 (used with a sing 
noun): M~ aman (= Many men) would wel- 
come the opportunity. 
jmany-'sided adj (a) having many sides. (b) 
(fig) having many aspects, capabilities, etc: a 
,~-sided ‘problem. 

map /mzp/ п [С] representation on paper, etc 
of the earth’s surface or a part of it, showing 
physical details, countries, vegetation, eco- 
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nomic resources, etc; representation of the sky 
showing the stars, etc. (put sth) on the 
map, (fig) (cause it to be) considered impor- 
tant: John’s success in athletics put his college 
on the ~. off the map, (informal) unimpor- 
tant. co vt (-pp-) 1 make a map of; show ona 
map. 2 map out, plan, arrange: ~ out one’s 
time. 
'map-reader, person able to get information 
from maps: Не’; a good] poor ~-reader. 

maple /'meipl/ п 1 [С] (sorts of) tree of the 
northern hemisphere, grown for timber and 
ornament. 2[U] wood of this tree. 
'maple-leaf, emblem of Canada. 
'таре-зидаг/-зугир, sugar/syrup that is 
obtained from the sap of one kind of maple. 

mar /ma:(r)/ vt (-rr-) injure; spoil; damage: 
Nothing ~red their happiness. make or 
mar/break, make a great success of or ruin 
completely. 

mara-thon /'mzro6en US: -@pn/ и [С] 1 the 
M~, long-distance race on foot (about 26 
miles (or 41.8 kilometres) at modern sports 
meetings). 2 (fig) test of endurance. 

ma-raud /mo'ro:d/ vi go about in search of 
loot or prey. 
ma-rauder, person, animal, that marauds. 

marble /'ma:b!/ и 1 [U] (sorts of) hard lime- 
stone with patterns, used, when cut and pol- 
ished, for building and sculpture: (as an adjec- 
tive) a ~ statue/tomb. 2 (pl) works of art in 
marble. 3 [C] small ball of coloured glass used 
in games played by children. 

March /ma:t{/ и the third month of the year, 
with 31 days. 

march! /ma:tf/ и 1 [U] act of marching (by 
soldiers, etc). 2 [С] instance of marching; dis- 
tance travelled: a ~ of ten miles. steal a 
march on sh, win an advantage by doing 
something earlier than expected by him. 3 
progress: the ~ of events/time. 4 [С] piece of 
music for marching to: military ~es. 5 [C] 
large public demonstration(2) by people 
walking: a~ in support of human rights. 
dead march, one in slow time fora funeral. 
forced march, one made more quickly than 
usual, or for a greater distance, in an 
emergency. 
marcher, (a) person who marches. (b) per- 
son who walks ina march(5). 

march? /ma:t{/ vi,vt 1 (cause to) walk as sol- 
diers do, with regular steps: The troops ~ed 
by/past/injoutlofffaway. He was ~ed off to 
prison, taken off to prison. 2 take part in a 
march({5). 
marching orders, (a) orders for troops to 
leave for war, etc. (b) (fig) notification of dis- 
missal. 

mar-chion-ess /,ma:fa'nes/ и [С] 1 wife or 
widow of a marquis. 2 woman who holds a 
position equal to that of a marquis. 

mare /meo(r)/ п [С] female horse or donkey. 
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mare's nest, a discovery thought valuable 
that turns out to be false or worthless. 

mar-gar-ine /,ma:d30'ri:n US: 'ma:rd3erin/ 
п [9] food substance, used like butter, made 
from animal or vegetable fats. 

marge /та:45/ п [U] (informal abbr for) 
margarine. 

mar-gin /'ma:d3in/ и [С11 blank space round 
writing or printing on a page. 2 edge or bord- 
er: the ~ of a lake. 3 amount (of time, money, 
etc) above what is estimated as necessary. 4 
condition near the limit or borderline, below 
or beyond which something is impossible: He 
escaped defeat Бу anarrow ~. 
mar-ginal /-nl/ adj (a) of or in a margin(1): 
~al notes. (b) of a margin(4): а ~al 5еа! 
constituency, one where the MP has been 
elected by a small majority. 
mar-gin-ally /-nali/ adv 

mari-juana, mari-huana /,meri'wa:no/ 
n[U] (also called hashish, cannabis, pot) dried 
leaves and flowers of Indian hemp smoked in 
cigarettes (called reefers or joints) to cause 
euphoria. 

ma-rina /mo'ri:na/ я [С] (p/ ~s) harbour de- 
signed for pleasure boats (small yachts, cabin 
cruisers, etc) often with hotels, etc. 

mari-nade /,meri'neid/ и [C,U] (kinds of) 
pickle of wine, vinegar and spice; fish or meat 
pickled in this. о vt (also mari-nate 
/‘mzerineit/) soak in (a) marinade. 

mar-ine /mo'ri:n/ adj 1 of, by, found in, pro- 
duced by, the sea: ~ fishing. 2 of ships, sea- 
trade, the navy, etc: ~ insurance, of ships and 
cargo. on 1 [U] shipping in general. 2 [С] sol- 
dier serving опа warship. 

mari-ner /'merima(r)/ я [С] sailor, esp one 
who helps to navigate a ship. 
master mariner, captain of a merchant 
ship. 

mari-on-ette /,merio'net/ и [С] jointed doll 
or puppet moved by strings. 

marti-tal /'merit!/ adj 1 of a husband. 2 of 
marriage. 

mari-time /'mzritaim/ adj 1 connected with 
the sea or navigation: ~ /aw. 2 situated ог 
found near the sea: ~ countries. 

mark’ /ma:k/ и [С] 1 line, scratch, cut, stain, 
etc that spoils the appearance of something: 
Who made these dirty ~s on my new book? 2 
noticeable spot on the body by which a person 
or animal may be recognized: a 'birth~. 3 
visible trace; sign or indication (of a quality, 
etc): ~s of old age/suffering. 4 figure, design, 
line, etc made as a sign or indication: ,punc- 
tu'ation ~s; 'trade~s. 5 numerical or al- 
phabetical symbol, eg A+, to indicate a level 
or standard in an examination, or for conduct: 
He got the best ~s of his year. 6 target: His 
shot was off the ~. be/fall wide of the 
mark, be very inaccurate: Your guess| 
calculation is wide of the ~. beside the 
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mark, © beside(2). 7 [U] distinction; fame. 
make one’s mark, become distinguished. 8 
(sing only) standard. up to/below the 
mark, equal to/below the required or normal 
standard. not be/feel (quite) up to the 
mark, not in one’s usual health. 9 (athletics) 
line showing the starting-point of a race: On 
your ~s, get set, go! (words used by the start- 
er). 10 (with numbers) mode! or type: Meteor 
M~ II], eg of an aircraft. 


mark? /ma:k/ vt 1 put or have a mark оп 


something by writing, stamping, etc: АЙ our 
stock has been ~ed downlup, reduced/ 
increased in price. Hence, 'mark-up n [C] 
amount by which a price is increased. 2 (pas- 
sive) have natural marks or visible signs: A 
zebra is ~ed with stripes. 3 give marks(5) to: 
~ examination papers. 4 indicate something 
by putting a mark, eg a tick or a cross, on or 
against: ~ an answer wrong. 5 pay attention 
(to): M~ carefully how it is done. (You) 
mark my words, Note what I say (and you 
will find, later that I am right). 6 be a distin- 
guishing feature of: What are the qualities that 
~ a great leader? 7 signal; be a sign of: His 
death ~ed the end of an era. Ceremonies ~ing 
an anniversary. mark time, (a) stamp the 
feet as when marching but without moving 
forward. (b) (fig) wait until further progress 
becomes possible. 

8 (uses with adverbial particles): 

mark sth off, put marks on (to show boun- 
dary lines, measurements, etc). 

mark sth out, put lines on (to show limits, 
etc): ~ out a tennis-court. 

marked adj clear; obvious: a ~ed differ- 
ence/improvement. 

a marked man, one whose conduct is 
watched with suspicion or hatred. 
mark-ed-ly /'ma:kidhi/ adv 

mark-ing, (esp) pattern of different colours 
of feathers, skin, etc: a tiger’s ~ings. 


marker /'ma:ka(r)/ п [С] 1 person or tool that 


marks, esp a person who marks the score at 
games. 2 thing that marks or indicates, eg a 
flag or post on a playing field, a post showing 
distances. 3 person who marks examination 
papers. 


mar-ket! /'ma:kit/ и [С] 1 public place (an 


open space or a building) where people meet 
to buy and sell goods: She went to (the) ~ to 
buy food for the family. 2 occasion during 
which such a meeting takes place: The next ~ 
is on Monday. 3 trade in a class of goods: the 
‘coffee ~. 4 state of trade as shown by prices: 
The ~ rose|fell|was steady, Prices rose/fell/did 
not change much. play the market, buy 
and sell to make the most profit. 8 demand: 
There’s no[not much]only a poor ~ for these 
goods. 6 (sing only) buying and selling. be in 
the market for sth, have the desire to buy 
something. be on/come on (to)/put on 
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the market, Бе offered/offer for sale: This 
house will probably come on the ~ next month. 
7 area, country, in which goods may be sold: 
We must find new ~s for our manufacturers. 
,;Common 'Market, © common". 
'market-day, day on which a market is regu- 
larly held. 
imarket-'garden, place where vegetables 
are grown for selling. Hence, ,market- 
'дагдептоал [0] 
'imarket-place, open place in а town where 
a market is held. 
market price, price for which something is 
usually sold in the open market. 
market re'search, study of the reasons 
why people buy, or do not buy, certain goods, 
the effect of advertising, etc. 
‘market town, one where a market (esp one 
for cattle and sheep) is held. 

mar-Ket? /'ma:kit/ vi,vt1 buy or sell in a mar- 
ket. 2 take or send to market; prepare and 
offer for sale. 
mar-ket-able /-sbl/ adj that can be, fit to be, 
sold. 
mar-ket-ing, theory and practice of (large- 
scale) selling. 

marks-man /'ma:ksmon/ п [С] (р/ -men 
/-man/) person skilled in aiming at a target, 
esp with a rifle. 

mar-ma-lade /'ma:moaleid/ и [9] (bitter) jam 
made from citrus fruit (usually oranges). 

mar-mo-set /'ma:mozet/ и [С] small, 
tropical American monkey with soft, thick 
hair and a bushy tail. 

mar-mot /'ma:mot/ и [С] small anima! of the 
squirrel family. 

ma-roon' /mo'ru:n/ adj, и [U] brownish-red 
(colour). 

ma-roon? /ma'ru:n/ vf put (a person) оп а de- 
sert island, uninhabited coast, etc and leave 
him there. 

mar-quee /ma:'ki:/ n [С] large tent (as used 
for flower shows, a circus, etc). 

marquis, mar-quess /'ma:kwis/ n 1 
(GB) nobleman next in rank above an earl and 
below a duke. 2 (in other countries) nobleman 
next in rank above acount. & marchioness. 

mar-riage /'merid3/n1([C,U] (instance of a) 
legal union of a man and woman as husband 
and wife; state of being married: A ~ has been 
arrariged between... and.... 2 = wedding (the 
usual word). 
mar-riage-able /-abl/ adj old enough, fit for, 
marriage: a girl of ~able age. 

mar-ried /'mzrid/ adj united in marriage; of 
marriage: ~ couples; ~ life. 

mar-row /'mzrou/ п 1 [О] soft, fatty sub- 
stance that fills the hollow parts of bones. 
chill/chilled to the marrow, (of a person) 
(make) extremely cold. 2 [U] (fig) essence; es- 
sehtial part. 3 [С] (GB) (also ‘vegetable г) 
vegetable like a large fat cucumber (US = 
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squash); [U] this as food. 

marry /'mzri/ уг, уг (pt,pp -ied) 1 take as a 
husband or wife; have a husband or wife. 2 (of 
a priest, a civil official) join as husband or 
wife: Which priest is going to ~ them? 3 give in 
marriage: He married both his daughters to rich 
directors. 4 obtain by marrying: ~ money/ 
wealth. 

Mars /ma:z/ п1 (in Roman myth) the god of 
war. 2 (astron) planet fourth in order from the 
sun. 

marsh /ma:f/ n[C,U] (area of) low-lying, wet 
land. 
marshy adj (-ier, -iest) of or like a marsh. 

mar-shal' /'ma:fl/ и [С] 1 officer of highest 
rank: ,Field--M~, Army; ,Air-'M~, Ап 
Force. 2 official responsible for important 
public events or ceremonies, eg one who ac- 
companies a High Court judge; an officer of 
the royal household. 3 (US) official with the 
duties of a sheriff; head of a fire or police de- 
partment. 

mar-shal? /'ma:fl/ vt (-ll-, US -I-) 1 arrange 
in proper order: ~ facts/military forces. 2 
guide or lead (a person) with ceremony: ~ 
persons into the presence of the Queen. 
'marshalling-yard, railway yard in which 
goods wagons, etc are made up into trains. 

mar-Su-pial /ma:'su:pial/ adj, п [С] (animal) 
of the class of mammals the females of which 
have a pouch to carry their young. 

mar-tial /'ma:fi/ adj 1 of, associated with, 
war: ~ music. 2 brave; fond of fighting: ~ 
spirit. 
martial ‘law, military government, by 
which ordinary law is suspended, eg during a 
rebellion. 
mar-tal-ly /-[li/ adv 

mar-tin /'ma:tin US: -tan/ я [C] (also 'house- 
~), bird of the swallow family that builds a 
mud nest on walls, etc. 

mar-ti-net /,ma:ti'net/ и [С] person who asks 
for and enforces strict discipline. 

mar-tyr /'ma:to(r)/ п [С] person who is put to 
death. or caused to suffer greatly for his reli- 
gious beliefs or for the sake of a great cause or 
principle: the early Christian ~s т Rome. bea 
martyr to sth, suffer greatly from: He’sa~ 
to rheumatism. make a martyr of oneself, 
sacrifice one’s own wishes or advantage (or 
pretend to do so) in order to get credit or repu- 
tation. o vt put to death, cause to suffer, as а 
martyr. 
mar-tyr-dom /-dom/ п [0] martyr’s suffering 
or death: His wife’s never-ending complaints 
made his life one long ~dom. 

mar-vel /'ma:vi/ п [С] 1 something causing 
great surprise, wonder, astonishment: the ~s 
of modern science. work marvels, produce a 
highly successful result. 2 wonderful example: 
She’s a ~ of patience. в vi (-Й-, US -1-) 1 be 
greatly. surprised (at): ~ at her patience. 2 
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wonder: / ~ that she should agree to marry 
him. 
mar-vel-lous, (US = mar-vel-ous) 
/‘ma:valas/ adj astonishing; wonderful. 
mar-vel-lous-ly (US = mar-vel-ous-ly) 
ady 

Miarx-ism /'ma:ksizom/ и [U] teaching on 
the main laws of development of nature and 
society, on the revolution of the exploited 
masses, on the victory of socialism and the 
building of communism; ideology of the 
Working Class and its Communist Party. 

Marx-ist /'ma:ksist/ follower of Karl Marx 
/ma:ks/ (1818-1883), the founder of scientific 
communism. 

mar-zi-pan /'ma:zipen/ и [U] thick paste of 
ground almonds, sugar, etc. 

mas-cara /mez'ska:ra/ п [0] cosmetic prep- 
aration for darkening the eyelashes. 

mas-cot /'meskot/ п [С] person, animal ог 
object thought to bring good fortune. 

mas-cu-line /'meskjulin/ adj 1 of, like, 
men: a ~ style. 2 of male gender: ‘He’ and 
‘him’ are ~ pronouns. > feminine. 
mas-cu-lin-ity /,maskju'linati/ n [0] quality 
of being masculine. 

mash /me{/n[U]1 grain, bran, etc cooked in 
water as food for poultry, cattle or pigs. 2 any 
substance softened and crushed, eg boiled po- 
tatoes beaten and crushed: sausage and ~. 3 
mixture of malt and hot water used in brew- 
ing. о vt beat or crush into a mash: ~ed potato. 

mask' /ma:sk US: mesk/ и [С]1 covering for 
the face, or part of it, eg a piece of silk or vel- 
vet. 2 replica of the face carved in wood, ivory, 
etc; disguise. 3 pad of sterile gauze worn over 
the mouth and nose by doctors and nurses. 4 
likeness of a face made by taking a mould in 
wax, etc. 
‘death mask, one made by taking a mould 
of the face of a dead person. 
'gas-‘mask, breathing apparatus, in some 
cases for the whole of the head, worn as a 
protection against poisonous gas, etc. 

mask? /ma:sk US: mzsk/ vt 1 cover (the face) 
with a mask: a ~ed ball, one at which masks 
are worn. 2 conceal: ~ one’s hatred under an 
appearance of friendliness. 

maso-chism /'mesekizam/ п [U] mental 
disorder of getting satisfaction (esp sexual) 
from (self-inflicted) pain or humiliation. 
maso-chist /-kist/, person suffering from 
masochism. 
maso-chis-tic /,mzsa'kistik/ adj 

ma-son /'meisn/ и [С] 1 worker who builds or 
works with stone. 2 = freemason. 
ma-sonic /mo'spnik/ adj of freemasons. 
ma-sonry /'meisonri/ (a) stonework; that 
part of a building made of stone and mortar. 
(b) = freemasonry. 

mas-quer-ade /,ma:sko'reid US: mesk-/ п 
[С] 1 masked ball. г> mask?(1). 2 (fig) false 
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show or pretence. о vi appear, be, in Bisa a 
prince masquerading as a peasant. 

mass /mes/ 71 [С] lump, quantity of matter, 
without regular shape; large number, quantity 
or heap: ~es of dark clouds in the sky; а ~ of 
colour in the garden. 2 the ~es, ordinary 
people; (manual) workers. 3 [U] (science) 
quantity of material in a body measured by its 
resistance to change of motion. > size'(1).a 
vt,vi form or collect into a mass: Troops are 
~ing]/are being ~ed on the frontier. 
jmass com,muni'cations/'media, means 
(esp newspapers, radio, TV) of supplying in- 
formation to, influencing the ideas of, enor- 
mous numbers of people. 
jmass pro'duction, manufacture of large 
numbers of identical articles by standardized 
processes. Hence, ,»mass-pro'duce v/ 

Ма$$ /mes/ и [С] celebration (esp RC) of the 
Eucharist. 

та$$-асге /'mezsoka(r)/ п [С] cruel killing of 
large numbers of (esp defenceless) people 
(occasionally used of animals). о vt make a 
massacre of. 

ппа$$-аде /'mesa:3/ и [СО] (instance of) 
pressing and rubbing the body with the hands 
in order to lessen pain, stiffness, etc. о vf apply 
a massage to. 

mass-eur /me'ss:(r)/ п [С] man who ргас- 
tises massage. 

mass-euse /me's3:z/ п [С] woman who 
practises massage. 

mass-ive /'mzsiv/ adj1 large, heavy and sol- 
id: a ~ monument. 2 (of the features) heavy- 
looking: a ~ forehead. 3 (fig) substantial; 
impressive: а ~ victory. 
mass-ive-ly adv 

mast /ma:st US: mest/ и [С] 1 upright sup- 
port (of wood or metal) for a ship’s sails. 2 tall 
pole (for a flag). 3 tall steel structure for 
aerials of a radio or television transmitter. 
'mast head, highest part of a mast, used asa 
look-out post. 

mas-ter' /'ma:sto(r) US: '‘mzs-/ п [С] 1 man 
who has others working for him or under him. 
be one’s own master, be free and in- 
dependent. 2 male head of a household: the ~ 
of th®house. 3 captain of a merchant ship: a~ 
mariner. 4 male owner of a dog, horse, etc. 5 
male teacher (esp in a private school): the 
ynathe'matics ~. 6 master of, person who 
has control: He is ~ of the situation, has it un- 
der control. 7 (with a boy’s name) young Mr: 
M~ Charles Smith, sometimes used when 
speaking of or to a boy up to about the age of 
14. 8 title of the head of a college: the ~ of Bal- 
liol. 9 great artist. > old master. 10 original 
(taped recording, etc) from which copies are 
made. o adj 1 having, showing, professional 
skill: а ~ builder|carpenter. 2 superior: a, ~~ 
hand at diplomacy. 3 original: a~ tape. 
;Master of 'Arts/'Science, (abbr MA, 
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MSc) holder of the second university degree. 
;Master of 'Ceremonies, (abbr MC) 
person who controls the procedure of various 
social occasions, eg a public banquet. 
imaster-key, one that will open many differ- 
ent locks. 
'imaster-mind, person with superior intel- 
ligence (esp one who plans work to be carried 
out by others). Hence, 'master-mind vt 
plan, direct, a scheme. 
'imaster-piece, something made or done 
with very great skill; the best example. 
Iimaster-stroke, highly skilful act (of pol- 
icy, etc). 

mas-ter? /'ma:sto(r) US: ‘mes-/ vt become 
the master(6) of: ~ one’s feelings; ~ a foreign 
language. 

mas:-ter-ful /'ma:stofl US: 'mzs-/ adj 1 fond 
of controlling others: speak in а ~ manner. 2 
= masterly. 
mas-ter-fully /-foli/ adv 

mas-ter-ly /'ma:stali US: 'mes-/ adj 1 
worthy of a great master. 2 very skilful: with a 
few ~ strokes of the brush. 

mas-tery //та:${э US: 'mes-/ n [0] 1 com- 
plete control or knowledge: his ~ of the violin. 
2 supremacy: Which side will get the ~ (over 
us)? 

mas-ti-cate /'mestikeit/ vt (formal) chew; 
soften, grind up (food) with the teeth. 
mas-ti-ca-tion /,mezsti'kei{n/ п [0] 

mas-tiff /'mestif/ п [С] large, strong dog 
much used as a watchdog. 

mas:-toid /'mzstoid/ и [С] bone at the back 
of the ear. 

mas-tur-bate /'mezstabeit/ vi produce, 
obtain, sexual excitement by manual or other 
stimulation of the genital organs. 
mas-tur-ba-tion /,mzsto'beifn/ n[U] 

mat! /met/ п [C]1 piece of material used for a 
floor covering, for sleeping on, or (a 'door~) 
for wiping dirty shoes on. 2 small piece of 
material placed under vases, ornaments, etc or 
(a 'table-~~) under hot dishes ona table. 3 any- 
thing thickly tangled or twisted together: a ~ 
of weeds. п vt,vi (-tt-) 1 cover or supply with 
mats. 2 (cause to) be or become tangled or 
knotted: ~ied hair. 

mat?, matt (US = matte) /mzt/ adj (of 
surfaces) dull; not shiny or glossy: paint that 
dries witha~ finish. > gloss paint. 

mata-dor /'mztods:(r)/ п [С] man whose 
task is to kill the bull in a bull-fight. 

match’! /meztf/ и [С] short piece of wood, 
waxed paper, etc with a top made of material 
that bursts into flame when rubbed on а rough 
or specially prepared surface. 
'match-box, box for holding matches. 

match? /metf/ и [С] 1 contest; game: a 
Vootball|'tennis ~. 2 person with the same 
strength, skill, etc as another: You are по ~ for 
him. 3 marriage: They decided to make a ~ of 


it, (of two persons) They decided to marry. 4 
person considered from the point of view of 
marriage: He’s a good ~, is considered satis- 
factory or desirable as a possible husband. 5 
person or thing exactly like, or corresponding 
to, or combining well with, another: colours/ 
materials that are а good~. 
'imatch-maker, (esp) person who is fond of 
arranging matches(3) for others. 
jmatch 'point, final point needed to win a 
match(1). 

match? /met$/ vt,vi1 put in competition: Гт 
ready to ~ my strength with/against yours. 2 
be equal to; be, obtain, a match(2) for: a 
well-~ed pair, eg boxers about equal in skill. 3 
be equal to, correspond (with), (in quality, 
colour, design, etc): The carpets should ~ the 
curtains. & clash(4). 4 find a material, etc 
that matches(3) with (another): Can you ~ 
this silk? 5 join (one person with another) in 
marriage. 
match-less adj unequalled: ~/ess beauty. 

match-et /'mztfit/[C] = machete. 

mate’ /meit/ и 1 (informal) companion; 
fellow-workman: Where are you going, ~? > 
class-mate, playmate. 2 ship’s officer (not an 
engineer) below the rank of captain. 3 helper: 
(in titles) a plumber’s ~. 4 one of a pair of 
birds or animals: the lioness and her ~. 

mate? /meit/ уг, у? (of birds or animals) (cause 
to) unite for the purpose of producing young. 
the 'mating season, spring, when birds 
make their nests and mate. 

mate? /meit/ и, у = checkmate. 

ma-terial’ /mo'tiarial/ adj 1 (contrasted with 
spiritual) made of, connected with, matter or 
substance: the ~ world. 2 of the body; of 
physical needs: ~ needs, eg food and warmth. 
3 (legal) important; essential: ~ evidence/ 
testimony. 
ma'terial noun, (gram) naming a material, 
eg stone, wood, wool. 
ma-teri-ally /-1ali/ adv essentially. 

ma-terial? /mo'tiorial/ и 1 [СО] that of 
which something is or can be made or with 
which something is done: raw ~s, not yet used 
in manufacture; 'dress ~s, cloth; 'writing ~s, 
pen, ink, paper, etc. 2 [U] (fig) facts, happen- 
ings, elements: the ~ from which history is 
made. 

ma-teri-al-ism /mo'tioriolizam/ и [U] 1 
scientific, philosophical theory, asserting that 
the world is material, that it exists irrespective 
of man’s consciousness, and that the cogni- 
tion of it is possible. 2 valuation of material 
things (wealth, etc) too much. 
ma:-teri-al-ist /-1st/ и [С] (a) believer in 
materialism(1). (b) person who only aims to 
get things for himself. 
ma-teri-al-is-tic /ma,tioria'listik/ adj 
ma-tertal-is-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

ma-tert-al-ize (also -ise) /mo'tioriolaiz/ vi 
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take material form; (cause to) become fact: 
Our plans did not ~, came to nothing, were not 
carried out. 

ma-ter-nal /mo'ts:nl/ adj 1 of or like a 
mother: ~ care/instincts. 2 related through 
the mother: my ~ grandfather. 
ma-ter-nally /-nali/ adv 

ma-tern-ity /mo'ts:noti/ и [U] being a 
mother: (used as an adjective) a ~ ward! 
hospital, for women who (are about to) 
become mothers. 

matey /'meiti/ adj (informal). | 

math-emat-ics /,mz0o'meatiks/ и [0] (used 
with a sing or р/ verb) science of size and num- 
bers (of which arithmetic, algebra, trigo- 
nometry and geometry are branches). 
math-emat-ical /,mx6a'meztikl/ adj 
math-emat-ically /-kli/ adv 
math-ema-ti-cian /;mz@omo'tifn/ n [С] ех- 
pert in mathematics. 

maths (US = math) /mz@s US: mz6/ и 
(abbr of) mathematics. 

mati-née /'metine: US: meto'nei/ п [С] 
afternoon performance at a cinema or theatre. 

mat-ins /'metinz US: -tonz/n p/1 service for 
Morning Prayer in the Church of England. 2 
prayers recited at daybreak in the RC Church. 

ma-tri-arch /'meitria:k/ п [С] woman head 
of a family or tribe. 
ma-tri-ar-chal /,meitri'a:k!/ adj 
ma-tri-archy /-a:ki/ и [С] social organization 
in which mothers are the heads of families. 

ma-trices /'meitrisi:z/ p/ of matrix. 

mat-ri-cide /'mztrisaid/ п [U] killing of 
one’s own mother; [C] instance of this; [С] 
person guilty of this. 

mat-ri-mony /'mztrimon: US: -mouni/ п 
[U] state of being married. 
mat-ri-mo-nial /,mztri'maunial/ adj 

ma-trix /'me:triks/  (p/ matrices /'meitrisi:z/ 
or ~es) 1 shaped mould into which hot metal, 


or other material in a soft or liquid condition, . 


is poured to be shaped. 2 substance in which a 
mineral, etc is found in the ground. 

пла.&гоп /'meitron/ п [С] 1 woman 
housekeeper in a school or other institution. 2 
woman who manages the domestic affairs and 
nursing staff of a hospital. 
ma-tronly adj 

matt /mzt/ adj variant spelling of mat?. 

mat-ter’ /'meta(r)/ п 1 [U] substance(s) of 
which a physical thing is made (contrasted 
with mind, spirit, etc): organic/inorganic ~. 2 
material for thought or expression; substance 
of a book, speech, etc contrasted with the 
form or style. 3 [U] something printed or writ- 
ten: 'reading ~, books, periodicals, etc. 4 [C] 
something to which attention is given; piece of 
business; affair: 'money ~s. a matter of 
‘course, expected in the natural course of 
events. as a matter of fact, > fact(3).no 
laughing matter, serious. a matter of 
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opinion, something about which opinions 
may differ. for 'that matter, so far as that is 
concerned. 5[U] importance. fmake/be) no 
matter, (be) of no importance: /Г5 no ~/ 
makes no ~ whether you arrive early or late. 
no matter ‘'who/'what/'where, etc, 
whoever (it is), whatever (happens, etc). 6 [U] 
the ~, wrong (with): What's the ~ with it? 7 
[U] pus. 8 a matter of, about: a ~ of 20 
weeks/10 miles/£50; within a~ of hours. 
jmatter-of-'course adj to be expected. 
jmatter-of-'fact adj (of a person, his man- 
ner) unimaginative; keeping to the facts. 

mat-ter? /imzto(r)/ vi be of importance: /t 
doesn’t ~ much, does it? 

mat-ting /'metin/ п [U] rough woven 
material used for floor covering and for pack- 
ing goods: ,coconut-'~. 

mat-tins /'mztinz US: -tanz/n pl = matins. 

mat-tock /'metok/n[C] tool used for break- 
ing up hard ground, etc with an iron bar at a 
right angle to the handle. 

mat-tress /'meztris/ я [С] thick, flat, oblong 
pad of wool, hair, feathers, foam rubber, etc 
on which to sleep. 
spring mattress, one with coiled wires 
fitted inside a padded cover. 

matu-rate /'metfureit/ vi (formal) become 
mature. 
matu-ra-tion /, mzifou'reif{n/ и [0] 

ma-ture /ma'tfua(r) US: -'tuar/ vt,vi 1 come 
or bring to fulfdevelopment ог to a state ready 
for use: His character ~d during these years. 2 
(of bills) become due. о adj 1 fully grown or 
developed; ripe with fully developed powers: 
persons of ~ years. 2 careful; perfected: ~ 
plans. 3 (of bills) due for payment. 
ma-ture-ly ady 
ma-tur-ity /mo'tfuarati/ и [0] the state of be- 
ing mature. 

maudlin /'mo:dlin/ adj self-pitying; tearful. 

maul /mo:l/ vt hurt or injure by rough or bru- 
tal handling: ~ed by a tiger. 

Maundy Thurs-day тол: '03:zdi/ п 
Thursday before Easter, commemorating 
Jesus’ Last Supper. 

mau-so-leum /,mo:so'lizom/ и [С] magni- 
ficent and monumental tomb. 

mauve /moavv/ adj, п [U] bright but delicate 
pale purple (colour). 

maxi /'meksi/ и [С] (informal) woman’s 
ankle-length skirt, coat, etc. > mini. 

maxim /'meksim/ я [С] widely accepted rule 
of conduct or general truth briefly expressed, 
eg ‘Look before youleap’. 

maxi-mal /'meksiml/ adj greatest in amount 
or degree. 

maxi-mize (also -ise) /'meksimaiz/ vi in- 
crease to a maximum: maximizing educational 
opportunities. 

maxi-mum /'meksimam/ п (p/ ~s) (opp of 
minimum) greatest possible or recorded de- 
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gree, quantity, etc: the ~ temperature recorded 
in London. The ~ load is one ton. 

may /mei/ auxiliary verb (pt might /mait/) 
(negative may mot, shortened to mayn’‘t 
/meint/ and might not, shortened to 
mightn't /‘maitnt/) 1 (used of possibility or 
probability): That ~ or ~ not be true. He ~ 
have (= Perhaps he has) missed his train. This 
might have cured your cough, if you had taken 
it. 2 (used of permission or request for permis- 
sion): M~ I come in? Might I make a sugges- 
tion? 3 (used of uncertainty, and asking for in- 
formation, or expressing wonder): Weill, who 
~ 'you be? 4 may as well, (used to suggest 
‘There is good reason’): We ~ as well stay 
where we are. 5 (used to express wishes and 
hopes): M~ you both be happy! 6 (used to ex- 
press requests): / think you might at least offer 
to help. 7 (in clauses) (used to express purpose, 
and after wish, fear, be afraid, etc): He died so 
that others might live. Гт afraid the news ~ be 
true. 

Мау /те!/ я the fifth month of the year, with 
31 days. 

'May Day, Ist of May, celebrated as a spring 
festival; day of international solidarity of the 
working people. 

may-be /'meib:/ adv perhaps; possibly. 

may-on-naise /,meio'neiz US: 'mesoneiz/ п 
[О] thick dressing of eggs, cream, oil, vinegar, 
etc used on cold foods, esp salads. 

mayor /meo(r) US: 'meta(r)/ п [С] head of a 
local authority of a city or borough. 

mayor-ess /'meoris/ и [С] 1 woman mayor. 
2 wife of a mayor. 

maze /meiz/ п [С] 1 network of lines, paths, 
etc; labyrinth: a ~ of narrow roads. 2 state of 
confusion or bewilderment (when faced by a 
confused mass of facts, etc). 

ma-zurka /mo'z3:ko/ и [С] (piece of music for 
a) lively Polish dance. 

me /mi:/ personal pron (used as the object form 
of /). Не saw ~. Give ~ one. It's ~, (now 
usual for) It is I. 

mead! /mi:d/n[U] alcoholic drink made from 
fermented honey and water. 

mead? /mi:d/ п [С] (poetic) meadow. 

meadow /'medou/ n [СЛ] (area, field, of) 
grassland, esp kept for hay. 

meagre (US = mea-ger) /'mi:ga(r)/ adj 1 
thin; having no flesh: a ~ face, 2 insufficient; 
poor; scanty: a~ meallattendance. 
meagre-ly (US = mea-ger-ly) adv 
meagre-ness (US = mea-ger-)n[U] 

meal! /mi:l/ и [С] 1 occasion of eating: three 
~s a day. make a meal of sth, (fig) do it 
as if it is much more difficult than it is. 
2 food that is eaten: have a good-~. I hope 
you enjoy your ~. 
'‘meal-ticket, (fig) (informal) person or thing 
providing money, food or other resources. 
‘meal-time, usual time for taking a meal. 
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meal? /mi:l/ и [0] grain coarsely ground: 
'oat~. 

mealy /'mi:l:/ adj (-ier, -iest) of, like, contain- 
ing, covered with, meal?. 
'mealy-bug, insect that infests vines, etc. 
imealy-'mouthed adj tending to avoid 
straightforward, frank, language because of 
shyness, hypocrisy, etc. 

mean! /mi:n/ adj (-er, -est) 1 poor in appear- 
ance; shabby: а ~ house т а ~ street. 2 (of be- 
haviour) unworthy: That was a~ trick! It was 
~ of you to take all the oranges. 3 (of persons, 
their character, etc) cruel, malicious: Don’t be 
so ~ to your little brother, Don’t tease him, 
treat him unkindly, etc. 4 of low rank or hum- 
ble birth: We offer justice even to the ~est 
citizens. 5 (of the understanding, the natural 
powers) inferior; poor: This should be clear 
even to the ~est intelligence. 6 ungenerous; 
selfish: Her husband is 50 ~~ about money. 7 (in- 
formal) ashamed: feel rather ~ for not helping 
more. & (US) nasty; vicious: He’s ~ —he likes 
to see people suffer. 
mean-ly adv 
mean-ness n[U] 

mean? /mi:n/ adj occupying the middle posi- 
tion between two extremes: the ~ annual tem- 
perature in Malta. 
Greenwich Mean Time, > Greenwich. 

mean? /mi:n/ и 1 [С] condition, quality, 
course of action, etc that is halfway between 
two extremes. 2 (maths) term between the first 
and the last of a series: The ~ of 3, 5 and 7155 
(because 3 + 5 + 7 = 15ап9 15 +3 = 5). 

теап* /mi:n/ vi (pt,pp meant /ment/) 1 (of 
words, sentences, etc) have as an explanation: 
A dictionary tries to tell you what words ~. 2 be 
a sign of; be likely to result in: These new ord- 
ers will ~ working overtime. 3 have as a pur- 
pose; intend; refer to: What do you ~ by saying 
that? Do you~ (= refer to) Miss Ann Smith or 
Miss Angela Smith? Is this figure ~t to bea l 
ога 7? Гт 5оггу if [hurt your feelings—I didn't 
~ to. mean ‘business, г> business(3). 4 
intend; be determined: a building ~t for of- 
fices. He ~s you no harm, does not intend to 
hurt you. He ~s to succeed. 5 be of impor- 
tance or value to: Your friendship ~s a great 
deal to те. #20 ~s alot to her. > also nothing. 
6 'mean well, have good intentions (though 
perhaps not the will or ability to carry them 
out): His plans never work but he ~s well. 
mean-ing 7 [СО] what is meant or intended: 
a word with many distinct ~ings. What's the 
~ing of this? (for example, asked by a person 
who thinks he has been badly treated, etc). o 
adj full of meaning: well-~ing, having good 
intentions. 
mean-ing-ful /-fl/ adj significant. 
mean-ing-fuily /-foli/ adv 
mean-ing-less adj without meaning or mo- 
tive. 


387 


me-ander /mi'enda(r)/ vi 1 (of a stream) fol- 
low a winding course, flowing slowly and 
gently. 2 wander here and there. 3 (fig) speak 
in an aimless way. 
me-ander-ings /mi'endrinz/ n p/ winding 
path, etc. 

means! /mi:nz/ n p/ (often used as а sing, as in 
the examples) method, process, by which a re- 
sult may be obtained: There is/are no ~ of 
learning what is happening. Does the end al- 
ways justify the ~, If the aim or purpose is 
good, may any methods, even if bad, be used? 
by means of, through; with the help of: 
Thoughts are expressed Бу ~ of words. by ‘all 
means, certainly. by 'no means, not at all. 
\ways and 'means, methods, esp of provid- 
ing money by taxation for government needs: 
aways and ~~ committee. 

means’ /mi:nz/ я р/ money; wealth; ге- 
sources: a man of ~, a rich man; have private 
~, an income from property, investments, etc 
(not earned as salary, etc). jive beyond/ 
within one’s means, spend more/ less 
than one’s income. 

‘means test, inquiry into the financial re- 
sources of a person who is seeking help from 
the State, eg for a student’s grant. 

meant /ment/ pt.pp of mean’. 

mean.-time /'mi:ntaim/ adv, п (sing) (in the) 
interval between. 

mean-while | mi:n'wail US. -hwail/ adv in 
or during the time between. 

measies /'mi:zlz/ п [0] (used with a sing 
verb) infectious disease, marked by fever and 
small red spots that cover the whole body. 

measly /'mi:zli/ adj (-ier, iest) (informal) of 
little value; of poor quality; of small size or 
amount: What a ~ helping of ice-cream! 

measure’ /'me3a(r)/ и 1 [Ч] size, quantity, 
degree, weight, etc as found by a standard or 
unit. made to measure, (of articles of 
clothing) specially made for a person after 
taking measurements. get the measure of 
sb, (fig) form an estimate of his character, ab- 
ilities, etc. 2 [С] unit, standard or system used 
in stating size, quantity or degree: liguid/dry 
~. for good measure, in addition to the 
necessary amount. 3 [С] something with 
which to test size, quantity, etc: a pint ~. 4 ex- 
tent, (esp in) beyond measure, very great- 
(ly): Her joy was beyond ~. in some/large, 
etc measure, to a large extent: Their success 
was in some ~{in great ~ the result of thorough 
preparation. 5 [С] (proposed) law: ~s to halt 
inflation. 6 [C] proceeding; step: They took 
strong ~S against dangerous drivers. 
greatest common 'measure, (abbr 
ССМ) largest number that will divide each of 
several given numbers exactly. 
'tape-measure, D tape. 

measure? /'me3a(r)/_ vt,vi 1 find the size, 
extent, Volume, degree, etc of: ~ an area of 
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ground|the strength of an electric current|the 
speed of a car|the length of my arm. 2 be (а cer- 
tain length, etc): This room ~s 10 metres 
across. 3 give or mark a measured quantity: ~ 
out a dose of medicine. 
meas-ured adj (a) (of language) carefully 
chosen or considered: ~d words. (b) in slow 
and regular rhythm: with а ~d tread. 
теазиг.аЫе /'me3rabl/ adj 
measure-less adj limitless. 
measure-ment л (а) [U] measuring: the 
metric system of ~ment. (b) (p/) figures about 
length, breadth, depth, etc: the ~ments of a 
room. 

meat /mi:t/ 7 1 [U] flesh of animals used as 
food, excluding fish and birds. 2 (fig) sub- 
stance: There’s not much ~ in his argument. 
'meat-balli, small ball of minced meat. 
meaty adj (-ier, -iest) (fig) full of substance, 
interest: a~ story. 

mech-anic /mi'kenik/ 1 [С] skilled work- 
‘man, esp one who repairs or adjusts ma- 
chinery and tools: a'motor-~. 

mech.an-ical /mi'kenik!/ adj 1 of, connect- 
ed with, produced by, machines: ~ engineer- 
ing. 2 (of persons, their actions) like machines; 
automatic; as if done without thought: ~ 
movements. 
mech.an-ically /-kli/ adv in а mechanical way 
(esp 2): answering ~ly, (as if) thoughtlessly. 

mech-an-ics /mikeniks/ n 1 (usually used 
with a sing verb) science of motion and force; 
science Of machinery: Мл. is taught by Mr 
Hill. 2 (pl) (method of) construction: the ~ of 
producing plays. 

mech-an-ism /'mekonizam/ n[C]1 working 
parts of a machine collectively. 2 structure or 
arrangement of parts that work together as 
the parts of a machine do: the ~ of govern- 
ment. 3 way in which something works or is 
constructed. 

mech-an-ize (also -ise) /'mekonaiz/ vi use 
machines in or for; give a mechanical 
character to. 
mech.-an.iz-ation (also -isation) /,mekoa- 
nal'zeifn US: -ni'z-/ n{U] 

medal /'medI/ я [С] flat piece of metal, usual- 
ly shaped like a coin, with words and a design 
stamped on it, given as an award for bravery, 
to commemorate something or for distinction 
in scholarship. 
med.al-list (US = med.-alist) /'medalist/, 
person who has been awarded a medal, eg for 
distinction in sport, literature, art. 

me-dai-lion /mi'dezlion/ и [С] large medal; 
large, flat circular ornamental design. 

meddle /'medi/ vi become involved without 
being asked to do so; interfere: Don’t ~ in my 
affairs. Who’s been meddling with my papers? © 
med-dler, person who meddles. 
'meddle-some /-som/ adj fond of, in the 
habit of, meddling. 
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me-dia /'mi:dia/n & mass(2), medium. 
the media, (usually used with a sing verb) 
mass communications, eg television, radio, 
the press. 

medi-aeval j/medii:vi US: ,mi:d-/ = 
medieval. 

me-dial /'mi:dial/ adj (formal) 1 situated, 
placed, in the middle. 2 of average size. 
me-di-ally /-1oli/ adv 

me-di-ate /'mi:dieit/ vi,vt 1 act as go- 
between or peacemaker: ~ between employers 
and their workers. 2 bring about by doing this: 
~ asettlement/a peace. 
me-dia-tion /,mi:di'eifn/ [0] 
me-dia-tor /-ta(r)/ person who mediates. 

medic /!medik/ и (informal abbr for) medical 
student. 

medi-cal /'medik!/ adj 1 of the art of medi- 
cine (the treatment of disease): a ~ practition- 
er, a qualified doctor; a'~ school. 2 of the art 
of medicine (contrasted with surgery): The 
hospital has а ~ ward and a surgical ward.an 
[С] medical exaraination. 
medi-cally /-kii/ adv 

medi-cate /'medikeit/ vt treat medically; fill 
with a medicinal substance: ~d soap. 
medi-ca-tion /,medi'keifn/n[C, U] 

med-ici-nal /mi'disinI/ adj able to heal or 
cure: ~ preparations; for ~ use. 

medi-cine /'medsin US: 'medison/ n 1 [U] 
the art and science of the prevention and cure 
of disease: study ~ and surgery. 2 [C,U] (kind 
of) substance, esp one taken through the 
mouth, used to treat disease: He’s always tak- 
ing ~s. 3 [U] (fig) deserved punishment. 4 [U] 
(among primitive peoples) spell; charm; fetish; 
magic. 
imedicine-man /-теп/, = witch-doctor. 

medi-eval (also medi-aeval) /,medi'i:v] 
US: ,mi:d-/ adj of the Middle Ages (about AD 
1100—1500). 

me-di-ocre /|,mi:di'suka(r)/ adj not very 
good; neither very good nor very bad; 
second-rate. 
me-di-oc-rity /,mi:d!'pkrati/ я [С] (р/ -ies) 
quality of being mediocre. 

medi-tate /'mediteit/ уу? 1 think about; 
consider: ~ revenge/mischief. 2 give oneself 
up to serious thought: He sat there meditating 
on his misfortunes. 3 think deeply about a 
moral, religious or philosophical topic: ~ on 
world peace. 

medi-ta-tion /,medi'teifn/ ли 1 [U] meditat- 
ing: deep in ~. 2[C] instance of this. 

Medi-ter-ra-nean /,medito'remion/ adj of, 
characteristic of, the Mediterranean Sea or 
the countries, etc bordering it: a~ climate. 

me-dium /'mi:diom/ п [С] (p/ ~s or media 
/‘mi:dia/) 1 that by which something 1$ 
expressed: Commercial television is a ^> for ad- 
vertising. 2 middle quality or degree. 3 (p/ of- 
ten media) substance, surroundings, in which 


something exists or moves: Air is the ~ of 
sound. 4 person who acts as a go-between, esp 
in spiritualism; person who claims to be able 
to receive messages from the spirits of the 
dead. o adj coming halfway between; not ex- 
treme: aman of ~ height; a~-sized firm. 
the happy medium, satisfaction by avoid- 
ing extremes, eg by being neither very lax nor 
very severe in maintaining discipline. 
‘medium wave, (radio telegraphy) wave be- 
tween long and short (200 to 1000 metres). 

med-ley /'medli/ и [С] (p/ ~s) mixture of 
things or persons of different sorts: the ~ of 
races in Hawaii; a musical ~, of excepts from 
longer works; the 400 metres ~, a relay swim- 
ming race where each swimmer uses a differ- 
ent style. 

meek /mi:k/ adj (-er, -est) mild and patient: 
She’s as ~ as alamb, very meek. 
meek.-ly adv 
meek-ness п [0] 

meet? /mi:t/ v/,vi (pt,pp met /met/) 1 come 
face to face with from the opposite or a differ- 
ent direction; come together from different 
points or directions: We met (each other) quite 
by chance. The Debating Society ~s every Fri- 
day at 8pm. meet with, (a) experience: ~ 
with misfortune/an accident. (b) come into 
contact by chance: ~ with obstacles; ~ with an 
old friend at a party. 2 make the acquaintance 
of; be introduced to: know Mrs Hill by sight, 
but have never met her|weve never met. 
Pleased to ~ you, (used as a formal introduc- 
tion). 3 go to a place and await the arrival of: 
ГИ ^ you at the station|~ your train. 4 satisfy 
(a demand, etc): ~ his wishes, do what he 
wants; ~ all the expenses, pay them. meet $6 
halfway, (fig) give way to some extent in 
order to satisfy him or reach agreement. 5 
come into contact; touch: Their hands met. 
The roads should ~ about a mile away. make 
(both) ends meet, > end'(1). 6 meet 
the eye/ear, our eyes/ears, be visible/ 
audible: There’s more to that man than ~s the 
eye, (fig) he has qualities, characteristics, etc 
that are not obvious. 

meet? /mi:t/ п [C] 1 (GB) gathering of riders 
and hounds at a fixed place (for foxhunting). 2 
coming together of a number of people for a 
purpose: anath'letics ~. 

meet-ing /'mi:tin/ и [С] 1 coming together of 
a number of persons at a certain time and 
place, esp for discussion: political ~s. 2 any 
coming together: a'race-~; a'sports-~. 
'imeeting-house, building for meetings, esp 
those held by Quakers. 
'meeting-place, place fixed for a meeting. 

mega- /mego-/ prefix 1 large: megalith. 2 one 
million: megacycle. 

mega-cycle /'megasaikl/ и [С] million 
cycles (of changes of radio current, esp per 
second). 
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mega-lith /'megali9/ и [С] large stone, esp ап 
ancient one used as a monument. 
megalithic /,;mega'liO1k/ adj made of, mark- 
ed by, the use of megaliths. 

mega-lo-ma:nia_ /,megalo'meinio/ и [U] 
mental iilness in which a person has exagger- 
ated ideas of his importance of power, wealth, 
etc: The dictator was obviously suffering from 
^. 
mega-lo-ma-niac /-п1еК/, person suffering 
from megalomania. 

mega-phone /'megoafaun/ и [С] device for 
magnifying sound, for carrying the voice to a 
distance. 

mega-ton /'megatan/ я [С] explosive force 
equa! to one million tons of TNT. 

mel-an-cholic /,melon'kolik/ adj (with a 
tendency to) melancholy. 

mel-an-choly /'melonkali US: -Кой/ п [U] 
sadness, esp often or for long periods. o adj 
sad; depressed; causing sadness or depression: 
a~ occasion, eg а funeral. 
mel-an-cholia /,melon'koulia/ и [U] mental 
illness marked by melancholy. 

meli-or-ate /'mi:lioreit/ vt,vi (formal) make 
or become better. 
meli-or-ation /,mi:lio'reifn/ n[U] 

mel-low /'melou/ adj (-er, -est) 1 soft and 
sweet in taste. 2 soft, pure and rich in colour or 
sound. 3 made wise and sympathetic by age or 
experience: ~ judgement. 4 (informal) kindly; 
sympathetic. о vt,vimake or become mellow. 
mel-low-ness 7 [Ц] 

mel-odic /mi'lodik/ adj of melody; melodi- 
ous. 

mel-odi-ous /m1'loudias/ adj of, producing, 
melody; sounding tuneful. 
mel-odi-ous-ly adv 

melo-drama /'melodra:ma/ я 1 [С] exciting 
and emotional (often sensational, exaggerat- 
ed) drama, usually with a happy ending. 2 [С] 
event or series of events, behaviour or writing, 
which suggests a stage melodrama. 3 [U] lan- 
guage, behaviour, suggestive of plays of this 
kind. 
melo-dram-atic /,melodra'metik/ adj 
melo-dram.ati-cally /-kli/ adv 

mel-ody /'melodi/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [U] pleasant 
music; tunefulness; musical arrangement of 
words, 2 [С] song or tune: old Irish melodies. 3 
[С] principal part or theme in harmonized 
music: The ~ is next taken up by the flutes. 

melon /'melon/ п [С] (kinds of) large, juicy 
round fruit growing on a plant that trails 
along the ground. 

melt /melt/ vt,vi (pt,pp ~ed; pp used as an adj, 
of metal molten /'moultn/) 1 (cause to) be- 
come liquid through heating: Snow ~s when the 
sun ...shines. melt away, become less, disap- 
pear, (as) by melting: The snow soon ~ed away 
when the sun came out. Her money seemed 16 
away in Paris melt sth down, melt metals 
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(eg articles of gold and silver) in order to use 
the metal as raw material. 2 (of soft food) dis- 
solve, be softened, easily: This cake/pear ~s in 
the mouth. 3 (of a solid in a liquid) dissolve 
(the usual word). 4 (of a person, heart, feel- 
ings) soften, be softened: Her heart ~ed with 
pity. 5 fade; go (slowly) away: One colour ~ed 
into another, eg in the sky at sunset. 

melt-ing adj (fig) tender; sentimental: in a 
~ ing voice/mood. 

'melt-ing-point, temperature at which a 
solid melts. 

'imelting-pot, (a) pot in which metals, etc 
are melted. (b) any situation in which there is 
a mixture of ideas, differences, etc. 

тет.Бег /'memba(r)/ и [С] 1 person belong- 
ing to a group, society, etc: Every ~ of her 
family came to her wedding. 2 (old use) part of 
a human or animal body. 

iMember of 'Parliament, (abbr MP) 
elected representative in the House of Com- 
mons. 

\imem-ber-ship, (a) [U] the state of being a 
member (of a society, etc). (b) [C] number of 
members: а ~ship of 80. 

mem-brane /'membrein/ и [С] (soft, thin 
layer of) animal, vegetable or synthetic tissue. 
> mucous. 

mem-bra-nous /'‘membranas/ adj 

mem-ento /mi'mentau/ и [С] (p/ ~s or ~es) 
something that serves to remind one of a per- 
son or event. 

memo /'memoau/ п [С] (p/ ~s) (abbr for) 
memorandum. 

mem-oir /'memwa:(r)/ п [С] 1 short life- 
history, esp by someone with first-hand know- 
ledge. 2 essay on a academic subject specially 
studied by the writer. 3 (p/) person’s written 
account of his own life or experiences: war ~s. 

mem-or-able /'memrobl/ adj deserving to 
be remembered; remarkable. 

mem-or-ably /-abli/ adv 

mem-or-an-dum /,memo'rendam/ и [С] (p/ 
-da /-da/ or ~s) 1 note or record for future 
use. 2 informal business communication, usu- 
ally without a personal signature. 3 report of 
an agreement that has been reached but not 
yet formally drawn up and signed: ~s and 
articles of association, legal document for this. 

mem-or-ial /mi'mo:rial/ и [С] 1 something 
made or done to remind people of an event, 
person, etc: a'war ~. 2 (used as an adjective) 
serving to commemorate: a ~ service. 3 (usu- 
ally p/) historical records or chronicles. 

mem-or-ize (also -ise) /'memoraiz/ vt 
commit to memory: ~ a speech. 

mem-ory /'memori/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [0] power of 
keeping facts in the conscious mind and of be- 
ing able to recall them at will; preservation of 
past experience for future use. commit to 
memory, ©} commit(2). to the best of 
my 'memory, as far as I can remember. 2 [С] 
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this power in an individual (also used, by ex- 
tension, of the unit of acomputer which stores 
data for future use): He has a bad ~ for dates. 
3 [U] period over which the memory can go 
back. within living memory, within the 
years that people now alive can remember. 4 
[С] something remembered or stored in the 
memory: memories of childhood. 5 [U] reputa- 
tion after death: the late Pope, of blessed~. 
‘memory bank, part of a computer in which 
data and instructions are stored. 

men /men/ 7 p/ of man'(1). 

men-ace /'menoas/ и [C,U] danger; threat: a 
~ to world peace. That woman is a~, is a nui- 
запсе. в vf threaten: countries ~d by|with war. 
men-ac:-ing adj 
men.-ac-ing-ly adv 

men-ag-erie /m:'nedzoari/ п [С] collection of 
wild animals in captivity, esp for a circus. 

mend /mend/ v/,vi 1 remake, repair (some- 
thing broken, worn out or torn); restore to 
good condition or working order: ~ shoes/a 
broken window. 2 (= amend) free from faults 
or errors: That won't ~ (= improve) maiters. 
mend one’s ways, > way(Q). 3 regain 
health; heal. си [С] damaged or torn part that 
has been mended: The ~s were almost invi- 
sible. on the mend, improving ш health or 
condition. 
'mend.-ing, (esp) work of repairing (clothes, 
etc). 

men-da-cious /men'deifas/ adj (formal) 
false; untruthful: ~ newspaper reports. 

men-dac.ity /,men'dzsati/ n (pi -ties) (for- 
mal) 1 [U] untruthfulness. 2 [С] untrue state- 
ment. 

men-di-cant /'mendikent/ м, [С] adj (per- 
son) getting a living as a beggar: ~ friars. 

men-folk /'menfauk/ я pi (informal) men, 
esp the men of a family: The ~ have all gone 
out fishing. 

me-nial /'mi:niol/ adj suitable for, to be done 
by, a household servant: ~ tasks such as wash- 
ing pots and pans. 
me:ni-ally /-1ali/ adv 

men-in-gi-tis /,;menin'dgaitis/ п [U] (serious 
illness caused by) inflammation of any or all 
of the membranes enclosing the brain and 
spinal cord. 

meno-pause /‘mensps:z/ п [С] final stop- 
ping of the menses (informally called ‘the 
change of life’). 

men-ses /'mensi:z/ п р/ monthly bleeding 
from the uterus. 

men-strual /'menstrual/ adj of the menses. 

men-stru-ate /'menstrueit/ vi produce the 
menses. 
men-stru-ation /,menstru'eifn/ [0] 

-ment /-ment/ suffix (verb + ~ = noun) 
result or means of an action: development. 
-men-tal /'mentl/ adj 
-men-tally /-'mentali/ adv 
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men-tal /'mentl/ adj 1 of or in the mind. 2 
mentally ill. 3 (informal) mad. | 
imental a'rithmetic, done in the mind 
without using written figures or a calculator. 
imental de'ficiency, subnormal develop- 
ment of intellectual powers. 
imental 'health, general condition of the 
mind. 

‘imental home/hospital, one for mental 
patients. 

;mental ‘illness, illness of the mind. 
men-tally /‘mentali/ adv. ~/ly deficient, 
suffering from mental illness. 

men-tal-ity /men'tzloti/ м (p/ -ies) 1 [U] 
general intellectual character; degree of intel- 
lectual power: persons of average ~. 2 [С] 
characteristic attitude of mind: a bourgeois ~. 

men-thol /'men@pl/ и [U] solid white sub- 
stance obtained from oil of peppermint, used 
medically and asa flavouring. 
men-tho.-lated /'men@osleitid/ adj 

men-tion /'men!n/ vt speak or write some- 
thing about; say the name of; refer to: ГИ it 
to him. Did I hear my name ~ed? Was some- 
body talking about me? Don’t mention it, 
phrase used to show that thanks, an apology, 
etc are welcome but unnecessary. оп 1 [U] 
mentioning or naming: He made no ~ of your 
request. 2 [С] brief notice or reference: several 
honourable ~s in dispatches. 
-men-tioned suffix (used with an adverb). 
a,bove-|be,low-'mentioned, referred to above/ 
below. 

men-tor /'mento:(r)/ п [С] wise and trusted 
adviser and helper. 

menu /'menju:/ и [С] list of courses or dishes 
that are available in a restaurant. 

mer-can-tile /'ms:kentail/ adj of trade, 
commerce and merchants. 
jmercantile ma'rine, country’s merchant 
ships and seamen. 

mer-cen-ary /'ms:sonr1 US: -neri/ adj work- 
ing only for money or other reward; inspired 
by love of money: ~ politicians; act from ~ 
motives. оп [С] (pl -ies) soldier hired for pay to 
serve in a foreign army. 

mer-chan-dise /'ms:tfendaiz/ п [U] goods 
bought and sold. с vt,vi buy and sell (goods). 

mer-chant /'ms:tfont/ 2 [С] 1 (usually 
wholesale) trader, esp one doing business with 
foreign countries. 2 (chiefly as an adjective) of 
overseas trade and the carriage of goods by 
sea: ~ ships. 3 (used with a prefix) person 
trading inside a country in the goods men- 
tioned: a'coal-~/'wine-~. 

mer:-ci-ful /'ma:sifl/ adj having, showing, 
feeling, mercy (to). 
mer-ci-fully /-fli/ adv 


-mer-ci-less /'msa:silis/ adj showing no 


mercy. 
mer-ci-less-ly adv 
mer-cur-ial /ms:'kjuorsol/ adj 1 of, like, 


391 


caused by, containing, mercury: ~ poisoning. 
2 (fig) lively; quickwitted. 3 (of persons) 
changeable; inconstant. 

mer-cury /'ms:kjuri/n[U] (also called quick- 
silver) heavy, silver-coloured metal (symbol 
Hg) usually liquid, as used in thermometers 
and barometers. 

Mer-cury /'ms:kjuri/ п planet nearest the 
sun. 

mercy /'ms:si/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [Ч] (capacity for) 
holding oneself back from punishment, or 
from causing suffering to, a person whom one 
has the right or power to punish: We were 
givenno~. He threw himself on my ~, begged 
me not to punish him, etc. at the mercy of, 
in the power of; without defence against: The 
ship was at the ~ of the waves. 2 [С] piece of 
good fortune; something to be thankful for; 
relief: We must be thankful for small mercies. 
'тегсу killing, (informal) euthanasia. 

mere’ /muio(r)/ adj (-r, -st) not more than: 
She’sa~ child. It's a~]the ~st trifle, nothing 
at all important, nothing of any value, etc. 
mere-ly adv only; simply: / ~ly asked his 
name. I said it ~ly as a joke. 

mere? /mia(r)/ п [С] pond; small lake. 

mer-etri-cious /,meri'trifas/ adj (formal) 
attractive on the surface but of little value: ~ 
jewellery. 

merge /ms3:d3/ vt,vi 1 (of business compan- 
ies) (cause to) become one: The small banks 
~d|were ~d into one large organization. 2 
merge into, fade or change gradually into: 
Twilight was merging into darkness. 

merger, п [0] merging(1); [С] instance of 
this. 

mer-id-ian /mo'ridion/ п [С] 1 (either half of 
a) circle round the globe, passing through a 
given place and the north and south poles: the 
~ of Greenwich (of longitude 0° on British 
maps). 2 highest point reached by the sun or 
other star as viewed from a point on the 
earth’s surface; 12 noon. 

me-ringue /moa'ren/ п [9] whites of egg 
baked with sugar, used to cover tarts, etc; [C] 
small cake made of this mixture. 

merit /'merit/ 1 1 [U] quality or fact of de- 
serving approval; worth; excellence: a certifi- 
cate of ~. Do men of ~ always win recognition? 
2 [С] quality, fact, action, etc that deserves re- 
ward (or, less often, punishment): We must de- 
cide the case on its ~s, according to the rights 
and wrongs of the case, without being influ- 
enced by personal feelings. o vt deserve; be 
worthy of: ~ reward. 

meri-toc-racy /,meri'tokrasi/ и [С] (pl -ies) 
(system of government or control by) persons 
of practical or intellectual ability. 

meri-tori-ous /,meri'to:rias/ adj (formal) 
praiseworthy; deserving reward: a prize for ~~ 
conduct. 

meri-tori-ous-ly adv 


mercury /metamorphosis 


mer-maid /'ms:meid/ и [С] (in stories, etc) 
woman with a fish’s tail in place of legs. 

merry /'meri/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 happy; cheer- 
ful; bright and gay: a ~ laugh. I wish youa~ 
Christmas. 2 (old use) pleasant: M~ England. 
‘merry-go-round, revolving machine with 
horses, cars, etc on which children ride at fun- 
fairs. 
merrily /'merali/ adv 
mer-ri-ment /‘merimont/ и [0] 

mesh /mef/ и [С] 1 one of the spaces in 
material such as a net or wire screen: a net with 
centimetre ~es. > micromesh. 2 (p/) net- 
work: the ~es of a spider's web. 3 (fig) com- 
plex system: the ~es of political intrique. a 
vt,vi 1 catch (eg fish) in a net. 2 (of toothed 
wheels) be engaged (with others). 3 (fig) har- 
monize: Our ways of looking at these problems 
don't~. 

mess' /mes/ и (used with a, an, but rarely р/) 
state of confusion, dirt or disorder: The work- 
men cleaned up the ~ before they left. He has 
got intoa~, isin trouble. а vt,vi1 put into dis- 
order or confusion: The late arrival of the train 
~ed up all our plans. Hence, 'mess-up n (in- 
formal). 2 mess about, (a) do things with- 
out a definite plan; behave foolishly. (b) 
make a mess or muddle; treat roughly or 
inconsiderately: Stop ~ing me about! 
messy adj (-ier, -iest) dirty; in a state of 
disorder: a~y job; look ~y. 

mess? /mes/ п [C] 1 company of persons tak- 
ing meals together (esp in the Armed Forces); 
these meals. 2 the room, etc in which the meals 
are eaten. 

mess:-age /'mesid3/ и [С] 1 piece of news, ог 
a request, sent to a person: Will you take this 
~ to my brother? 2 something announced by a 
prophet and said to be inspired social or moral 
teaching. 
mess-en-ger /'mesind3a(r)/, person carrying 
a message. 

Mess-iah /mo'saia/ и 1 person expected by 
the Jews to come and set them free. 2 the Savi- 
our, Jesus Christ. 

met /met/ pt, pp of meet". 

me-tab-olism /m:'tzbalizom/ и [U] process 
by which food is built up into living matter or 
by which living matter is broken down into 
simple substances. 
meta-bolic /,meto'bolik/ adj 

meta-car-pal /,meto'ka:pl/ adj, п [С] (of a) 
bone in the hand. 

metal /'met!/ и 1 [С] any of a class of mineral 
substances such as tin, iron, gold and copper. 
2 (U] one of these (as a material noun): Is it 
made of wood ог ~? 

me-tal-lic /mr'telik/ adj of or like metal: ~ 
sounds, eg аз made by brass objects struck 
together. 

meta-mor-pho-sis /,mets'ms:fasis/ и [С] 
(pl -ses /-51:2/) change of form or character, eg 


metaphor /microdot 


by natural growth or development: the ~ in 
the life of an insect, from the egg, etc. 

meta-phor /'metofs:(r)/ п [C,U] (example 
of) the use of words to indicate something dif- 
ferent from the literal meaning, as in ‘I’ll make 
him eat his words’. 
meta:phori-cal /,meta'forikl US: -'fo:r-/ adj 
of, like, containing or using, a metaphor. 
meta-phori-cally /-kli/ adv 

meta-tar-sal /,meta'ta:sl/ adj, п [C] (of а) 
bone in the foot. 

mete /mit/ vt mete out, portion ог 
measure: Justice was ~d out to them. 

me:-teor /'mi:tio(r)/ и [С] small body rushing 
from outer space into the earth’s atmosphere 
and becoming bright (as a ‘shooting star’ or 
‘falling star’) as itis burnt up. 

me-teoric /,mi:ti'prik US: -'o:r-/ adj 1 of the 
atmosphere or of atmospheric conditions; of 
meteors. 2 (fig) swift and dazzling; brilliant: a 
~ career; a~ rise to fame. 

me:-teor-ite /'mi:tiorait/ и [С] fallen meteor. 


me-teoro-logi-cal /,mi:tiora!lodzikl_ US: 


imi:tio:r-/ adj of meteorology. 

me-teor-ol-ogist /,mi:tia'rpledzist/ и [С] 
expert in meteorology. 

me-teor-ol-ogy = /,mi:t:o'rpled3i/. п [9] 
science of the weather; study of the earth’s at- 
mosphere and its changes. 

me-ter' /'mi:ta(r)/ п [С] apparatus which 
measures, esp one that records the amount of 
whatever passes through it, or the distance 
travelled, fare payable, etc: а 'parking-~, one 
that measures the time during which a car is 
parked in a public place. 

me-ter? /'mi:to(r)/ и (05) = metre. 

-meter /-mita(r)/ suffix means of measuring: 
thermometer. 

method /'me9od/ 1 [U] system, order: Не’5 
a man of ~. 2 [С] way of doing something: 
modern ~s of teaching arithmetic. 
meth-odi-cal /m1'@pdikl/ adj (a) done, car- 
ried out, with order or method: ~ical work. 
(b) having orderly habits: а ~ical worker. 
meth-odi-caliy /-kli/ adv 

Meth-od-ism /'me@odizom/ n teaching, or- 
ganization and manner of worship in the 
Christian denomination started by John Wes- 


ley. 

Meth-od-ist /-1st/, adj (member) of this de- 
nomination. 

meth-od-ofogy —/лебэ!о545/ п [9] 


science or study of methods(2), esp in 
academic subjects. 

meth-yl ated spirit /,me@ileitid 'spinit/ и 
[U] form of alcohol used for lighting and heat- 
ing. 

me-ticu-lous /mi'tikjules/ adj giving, show- 
ing, great attention to detail; careful and 
exact. 
me:-ticu-lous-ly adv 

meé-tier /'meitic: US: mei'tjei/ n [С] one’s 
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trade or profession. 

metre’ (US = me-ter) /'mi:ta(r)/ п [С] unit 
of length in the metric system. 

metre? (US = me-ter) /'mi:ta(r)/ и [U] 
rhythm in verse; [C] particular form of this. 

-metre (US -meter) /-mi:ta(r)/ suffix part of 
a metre: centimetre. 

met-ric /'metrik/ adj of metre’. 
metric mile, (athletics) 1500 metres race. 
metric system, the decimal measuring 
system based on the metre as the unit of 
length, the kilogram as the unit of mass and 
the litre as the unit of capacity. 

met-ri-cal /'metrikl/ adj 1 of, composed in, 
metre? (contrasted with ordinary prose): a~ 
translation of the Iliad. 2 connected with 
measurement: ~ geometry. 
met-ri-cally /-kli/ adv 

metri-ca-tion /metri'keifn/ и [U] сопуег- 
sion to the metric system. 

met-ro-nome /'metranaum/ и [С] (music) 
graduated inverted pendulum for sounding an 
adjustable number of beats per minute. 

me-trop-olis /moa'tropalis/ и [С] (р/ ~es) 1 
chief city of a country; capital. 2 archbishop’s 
see. 

metro-poli-tan /,metra'ppliten/ adj 1 of or 
in a capital city: the ~ police. 2 of an ecclesias- 
tical province: а ~ bishop, one having author- 
ity over the bishops in his province. си [©] 1 
person who lives in a metropolis. 2 Mx, 
metropolitan bishop. 

mettle /'met!/ п [U] quality, eg in persons, 
horses, of endurance and courage: a man of ~. 
be/put sb on his mettle, (a) encourage 
him to do his best. (b) put him in a position 
that tests him. 

mew /mju:/n, vi = miaow. 

mews /mju:z/ и p/ (used with a sing verb) (for- 
merly a) square or street of stables behind a re- 
sidential street; such stables rebuilt as garages 
or flats, etc: a South Kensington~. 

mezza-nine /'metsoni:zn US: 'meza-/ и [С], 
adj (floor) between the ground floor and first 
floor. 

mi-aow /mi:'au/n[C] sound made Бу acat. о 
vimake this sound. 

mice /mais/ я p/ of mouse. 

mickey /'miki/n take the mickey (out of 
sb), (5/) mock or tease him. 

micro- /markrsu/ prefix 1 relatively small: 
microwave. 2 of examining or reproducing 
small quantities: microscope; microphone. 

mi-crobe /'maikroub/ п [С] tiny living 
creature that can be seen only with the help of 
a microscope, esp kinds of bacteria causing 
diseases and fermentation. 

micro-cosm /'maikraukpzoem/ и [C] 1 
something considered as representing (on a 
small scale) mankind or the universe. 2 
miniature representation (of a system, etc). => 
macrocosm. 

micro-dot /'maikraudpt/ п [С] photograph 
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reduced to the size of a very small dot. 
micro-elec-tron-ics /,maitkrau- 
wlek'troniks/ и (used with a sing verb) electron- 
ic equipment of a very small size. 
micro-fiche /'maikraofi:[/ п [С] piece of 
microfilm. 

micro-film /'maikroufilm/ n[C,U] (гой, sec- 
tion, of) photographic film with the photo- 
graphs greatly reduced. o vt photograph in 
this way. 

micro-mesh /'maikraume!/ adj having very 
small mesh: ~ fights. 

mi-crom-eter /mai'kromita(r)/ п [С] device 
for measuring very small objects. 

mi-cron /'maikron/ п [С] unit of length 
(symbol и) equal to one millionth of a metre. 

micro-or-gan-ism /,maikrav 's:ganizom/ 
п [С] organism that can only be seen under a 
microscope. 

micro-phone /'maikrofoun/ п [С] instru- 
ment for changing sound waves into electrical 
waves, used to increase the volume of sound, 
as in telephones, radio, etc. 

micro-scope /'ma:kraskaup/ п [С] instru- 
ment with lenses for making very small objects 
appear larger. 
micro-scopic /,maikra'sk ppik/ 
micro-scopi-cally /-kli/ adj 

micro-wave /'maikrauweiv/ п [С] very 
short wave (as used in radio and radar): ~ 
oven, for cooking or heating food very quick- 
ly. 

mid! /mid/ adj 1 in the middle of; middle: from 
~ June to ~ August; in ~ winter. 2 (used in 
compounds): a ~-morning coffee. 
imid-'off, ,mid-'on, (cricket) fielder near the 
bowler on the off, on, side. 

‘mid-term adj in the middle of a period of 
government, office, etc: ~ term elections. 

the ,Mid'west, (also known as the Mid- 
Фе West) that part of the US which is the 
Mississippi basin as far south as Kansas, Mis- 
souri and the Ohio River. 

mid? /mid/ prep (poetry) among. 

mid-day /,mid'dei/ и noon: (used as an adjec- 
tive) the ~ (say /'midde1/) meai. 

middle /'midl/ 11 the ~, point, position or 
part, which is at an equal distance from two or 
more points, etc or between the beginning and 
the end: the ~ of aroom. They were in the ~ of 
dinner (= were having dinner) when I called. 2 
[С] (informal) waist. о adj in the middle: the ~ 
house in the row. 
име ‘age, the period between youth and 
old age. Hence, ,middle-'aged adj: He’s ~- 
aged; a \~-aged'man. 
the ,Middle 'Ages, the period (in European 
history) from about AD 1100 to 1400 (or, ina 
wider sense, AD 600— 1500). 
imiddie 'class, class of society between the 
lower and upper classes (eg business men, 
professional workers). Hence, ,middie- 


microelectronics /mighty 


'class adj: ,~-class voters. 
‘middle course, compromise between two 
extreme courses (of action). 
the ,Middle 'East, countries ffom Egypt to 
Iran. 
'imiddle-man, any trader who buys goods 
from a producer and sells them. 
middie name, second of two given names, 
eg Bernardin George Bernard Shaw. 
‘middle schoo!, (GB) type of school be- 
tween primary school and high school. 
the middle watch, (on ships) period of 
duty between midnight and 4am. 
ие. мед НЕ, (esp) boxer weighing be- 
tween 147 and 160 lbs (66:6 and 72:5 kg). 
the Middle 'West, = the Midwest. 

mid-dling /'midlin/ adj of middle or medium 
size, quality, grade, etc: a town of ~ size. fair 
to middling, (informal) in fairly good but 
not very good health. 

midge /mid3/ и [С] small winged insect like a 
gnat. 

midget /'mid3it/ я [С] extremely short per- 
son. 0 adj very small: a~ submarine. 

mid-land /'midlend/ adj, п (of the) middle 
part of acountry. 
the Midlands, 
England. 

mid-night /'midnait/ я [C] 12 o’clock at 
night: at/before/after ~. a adj during the mid- 
dle of the night; at midnight. 

mid-riff /'midrif/ п [С] 1 diaphragm. 2 ab- 
domen, belly. 

mid-ship-man /'m:dfipmon/ и [С] (р/-теп) 
1 non-commissioned officer ranking below а 
sublieutenant in the Royal Navy. 2 student 
training to be commissioned as an officer in 
the US Navy. 

mid-ships /'midfips/ adv = amidships. 

midst /midst/ n, adv (literary or archaic) (in 
the) middle part. 

mid-sum-mer  /'midsamoa(r)/ и [U] the 
middle of summer (about June 21). 
midsummer ‘day, June 24. 

mid-way /,mid'wei/ adj, adv midway be- 
tween, halfway. 

mid-wife /'midwaif/ п [К] (p/ midwives 
/-waivz/) woman trained to help women in 
childbirth. 
mid-wifery /'midwifari/ п [О] profession and 
work of a midwife. 

mid-win-ter /'midwinta(r)/ п [U] the middle 
of the winter (about Dec 22). 

might! /mait/ pt of may. 

might? /mait/ п [Ч] great power; strength: 
work with all one’s ~. & also main?(3). 

mighty /'mait:/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 powerful: a 
~ nation. 2 great; massive: the ~ ocean. 3 
(informal) great. high and mighty, very 
proud. а adv (informal) very: think oneself ~ 
clever. 
mightily /-ali/ adv 


the middle counties of 


migraine/ millet 


mi-graine /'mi:grem/ и [С] very strong, 
frequent headache. 

mi-grant /'maigrant/ я [С] person who, bird 
which, migrates. 

mi-grate /mai'greit US: 'maigreit/ vi 1 move 
from one place to another (to live there). 2 (of 
birds and fishes) come and go to a region with 
the season. 
mi-gra-tion /mai'greifn/n[C,U} 
mi-gra-tory /'maigratri US: -to:r1/ adj having 
the habit of migrating: migratory birds. 

mike /maik/ и [С] (informal abbr for) micro- 
phone. 

mi-lage /'mailid3/n = mileage. 

mild /maild/ adj (-er, -est) 1 soft; gentle; not 
severe: ~ weather; а ~ answer|temper. 2 (of 
food, drink, tobacco) not sharp or strong in 
taste or flavour: ~ cheese/cigars. 
mild-ly adv in a mild manner. to put it 
mildly, to speak without exaggeration. 
mild-ness п [0] 

mil-dew /'mildju: US: -du:/ п [9] (usually 
destructive) growth of tiny fungi forming on 
plants, leather, food, etc in warm and damp 
conditions: roses ruined Бу ~. в vt,vi affect, 
become affected, with mildew. 

mile /mail/ п [С] 1 unit of distance (statute ~, 

(of land) 1760 yards; тес mile, (athletics) 
1500 metres; nautical ~, (of sea) about 6076 
feet): He ran the ~ in under 4 minutes. My car 
can do 40 ~s to the gallon. 2 (pl) (informal) any 
long distance: walk for ~s (and ~s). There’s 
no one within ~s of him as a tennis player, no 
one who can rival him. > stand out. 3 (p/) 
(informal) a great deal: She’s feeling ~s better 
today. 
mile-om-eter /ma'lpmita(r)/ device (in a 
motor-vehicle) recording the number of miles 
travelled. 
'mile-stone, (a) stone at the side of a road 
showing places and distances. (b) (fig) (im- 
portant) stage or event in history, research, 
etc. 

mile-age /'mailid3/ п [С] 1 distance travelled, 
measured in miles: а used car witha small ~. 2 
allowance for travelling expenses at a fixed 
rate a mile. 3 = miles per gallon. 

mili-tancy /'militensi/ п [U] state of being 
militant. 

mili-tant /'militont/ adj ready for fighting: 
actively engaged in or supporting the use of 
force: ~ workers. п п [С] militant person. 

mili-tary /'militri US: -teri/ adj of or for sol- 
diers, an army, war on land: ~ training. ап 
the ~, soldiers; the army. 

mili-tate /'militeit/ vi (of evidence, facts) 
have force, operate: Several factors combined 
10 ~ against the success of our plan. 

mil-itia /mi'lifa/ п [С] (usually the ~) force 
of civilians trained as soldiers but not part of 
the regular army. 

milk? /milk/ п [0] 1 white liquid produced by 
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female mammals as food for their young, esp 
that of cows, drunk by human beings and 
made into butter and cheese. the milk of 
human kindness, the kindness that should 
be natural to human beings. /t’s no use cry- 
ing over spilt тйК, over а loss or errcr for 
which there is no remedy. 2 juice like milk of 
some plants and trees, eg of a coconut. 3 pre- 
paration like milk made from herbs, drugs, 
etc: ~ of magnesia. 

imilk 'chocolate, (light brown colour of 
the) kind made with milk. 

'milk loaf, sweet-tasting white bread. 
'milk-maid, woman who milks cows and 
works ina dairy. 

'milk-man, man who delivers milk to homes. 
‚мик 'pudding, hot or cold dish of rice, etc 
boiled or baked in milk. 

‘milk round, milkman’s route from house to 
house, street to street. 

'milk-shake, milk drink with ice-cream or 
flavouring mixed into it and beaten up. 
‘milk-tooth, one of the first (temporary) 
teeth in young mammals. 

milk? /miik/ vt,vi 1 draw milk from a cow, 
ewe, goat, etc. 2 (fig) extract money, informa- 
tion, etc (by deceit or dishonesty) from a per- 
son or institution. 3 yield milk: The cows are 
~ ing well. 

milky /'milk1/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 of or like milk; 
mixed with milk. 2 (of a liquid) cloudy, not 
clear. 
the Milky 'Way, = the Galaxy. 

milf’ /mil/ 1 (building (eg a 'flour-~) with) 

machinery or apparatus for grinding grain in- 
to flour. go/put sb through the mill, 
(cause to) undergo hard training or ex- 
perience. > run-of-the-mill. 2 building, fac- 
tory, workshop, for industry: а 'cotton| 
'paper-~. 3 small machine for grinding: a 
'coffee-|'pepper-~. 
'mill-stone, (a) one of a pair of circular 
stones between which grain is ground. (b) 
(fig) heavy burden: That mortgage has been 
like a~stone round my neck. 

mill? /mil/ vt,vi 1 put through a machine for 
grinding; produce by doing this: ~ grain/ 
flour. 2 produce regular markings on the edge 
of (coin): silver coins with a ~ed edge. 3 mill 
about/arournd, (of cattle, crowds of people) 
move in a disorganised group. 

mil-len-nium /mi'leniom/ и [С] (p/ -nia 
/-nia/ or ~s) 1 period of 1000 years. 2 (fig) 
future time of great happiness and prosperity 
for everyone. 

mil-ie-pede /'milipi:d/ и [С] = millipede. 

mil-ler /'mila(r)/ п [С] owner or tenant of a 
mill, esp the old-fashioned flour-mill worked 
by wind or water. 

mil-let /'milit/ и [Ч] cereal plant growing 3 to 
4 feet high and producing a large crop of small 
seeds; the seeds (as food). 
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milli- /mili-/ prefix one-thousandth part of: 
‘millimetre. 

mil-li-bar /'miliba:(r)/ 1 [С] unit of atmos- 
pheric pressure. 

mil-liner /'milina(r)/ п [С] person who makes 
and sells women’s hats, and sells lace, trim- 
mings, etc for hats. 
mil-lin-ery /-nri US: -neri/ я [U] (business of 
making or selling) women’s hats. 

mil-lion /'milion/ adj, п [С] 1 (of) one 
thousand thousand (1000000). (Note. the p/ is 
rarely used after a number: six ~ people.) 
make a million, earn, gain, a million 
pounds, dollars, etc. 2 (informal) great num- 
ber: ~s of people were at the demonstration. 
mil-lion-aire /,milia'nea(r)/, person who has 
a million dollars, pounds, etc; extremely rich 
man. 
mil-lionth /-lion9/ adj, п [С] (of) the next 
after 999999 or one part of a million. 

mil-li-pede /'milipi:d/ п [С] small creature 
like a worm with many legs, usually in double 
pairs. 

mime /maim/ я [С] 1 (in ancient Greece and 
Rome) kind of drama in which real persons 
and events were made fun of and in which imi- 
tating and dancing were important. 2 (in the 
theatre, etc) use of only facial expressions and 
gestures to tell a story; actor in such drama. o 
vi,vt act (as) in a mime. 

mimic /'mimik/ adj imitated or pretended: ~ 
warfare, as in peacetime manoeuvres. о п [С] 
person who is clever at imitating others, esp in 
order to make fun of their habits, appearance, 
etc. о vt (pt,pp ~ked) 1 make fun of by imitat- 
ing: He was ~king his uncle’s voice. 2 (of 
things) resemble closely: wood painted to ~ 
marble. 
imim-icry n[U] 

min-aret пилоте! и [С] tall, slender spire, 
connected with a mosque, from the baiconies 
of which people are called to prayer. 

mince /mins/ vt,vi 1 cut or chop (meat, etc) 
into small pieces (with a knife, or a machine 
with revolving blades, called a ‘mincing 
machine or mincer). 2 (dated) say (words) with 
affected delicacy; try to appear elegant when 
speaking or walking. on[U] minced meat. 
imince-meat, mixture of currants, raisins, 
sugar, candied peel, apples, suet, etc. make 
mincemeat of, (informal) defeat a person, 
ап arguiment, etc. < 
mincer, device for mincing food. 

mind' /maind/ n 1 [0] memory; remem- 
brance. bear/keep sth in mind; bring/ 
call sth to mind, remember it. 2 [U] (but 
with a, an or pi in some phrases, as shown be- 
low) what a person thinks or feels; way of 
thinking; conscious thoughts; feeling, opin- 
ion; intention: Nothing was further from his ~. 
фе in two minds about sth, feel doubtful, 
hesitate, about something. blow one’s 


milli- /mindless 


mind, (informal) (of drugs, extraordinary or 
sensational sights, sounds, etc) cause mental 
excitement, state of ecstasy, etc. Hence, 
imind-blowing adj. change one’s mind, 
& change'(3). give $6 a piece of one’s 
mind, &> piece'(2). have a good mind to 
'do sth, be strongly determined or ready to 
do it: Гуе a good ~ to report you to the police. 
have half a mind to 'do sth, be almost de- 
cided to do it. have sth/sb on one’s mind, 
be troubled about a thing or person which, 
one feels, one ought to deal with. have/keep 
an open mind, be wiliing to have more 
evidence before deciding. keep one’s mind 
on sth, continue to pay attention to: Keep 
your ~ on what you're doing. know one’s 
own mind, know what one wants, have no 
doubts. make up one’s mind, come to a 
decision: Гуе made up my ~ to be a doctor. My 
~’s made up, Ive decided. net in one’s 
right mind, mentally ill; very disturbed. set 
sb’s mind at rest, remove his anxieties, 
doubt, etc. slip one’s mind, be forgotten. 
speak one’s mind, > speak(5). take 
one’s/sb‘s mind off sth, turn one’s/a рег- 
son’s attention away from something (disag- 
reeable). take/be a load off $Ь'$/опе'5 
mind, make him/be less worried about sth. in 
the ,mind’s ‘eye, © eye'(1). to one’s 
mind, according to one’s way of thinking: To 
my ~, this is all nonsense. => also absence; 
presence. 3 [C,U] (person with) mental! abil- 
ity; intellect: He has a very good ~. No two~ws 
think alike. 
Imind-reading, knowing by intuition whata 
person is thinking. Hence, 'mind-reader n. 
mind? /maind/ vi,vi1 take care of; attend to: 
Who's ~ing the baby? M~ the dog, Beware of 
it. Мл (out), there’s a bus coming! mind 
one’s P’s and Q’‘s, mind your ,own 
Iibusiness, > business(3). 2 be troubled 
by; feel objection to: He doesn’t ~ the cold 
weather at all. Do you~ if [smoke? Would you 
~ opening the window, Will you please do this? 
I wouldn't ~ a glass of cold beer, 1 would like 
one. Never mind, (a) It is not important: 
Never ~ how long it takes — just do it. (b) Do 
not worry, feel sorry: ‘ve /ost your pen. “Never 
~. 
minder, person whose duty it is to look after 
something or somebody: a ma'chine-~er; a 
lbaby~er. 

-minded /-maindid/ suffix (used with an adj 
or adv) having the kind of mind mentioned: 
\strong-~; ,high-~ ‘leaders. 

mind-ful /maindfl/ adj mindful of, giving 
thought and attention to: ~ of one’s duties|the 
nation’s welfare. 

mind-less /'maindlis/ adj 1 mindless of, 
paying no attention to; forgetful of: ~ of 
danger. 2 not having ог not requiring intei- 
ligence: ~ layabouts. 


mine / Minotaur 


mind-less-ly аду. 

mine’ /main/ possessive pron of or belonging 
to me: /5 this book yours or ~? He’s a'friend of 
~, one of my friends. 

mine? /main/ 7 [С] 1 excavation made in the 
earth from which coal, mineral ores, etc are 
taken: a 'coal~. 2 (fig) rich or abundant 
source: A good dictionary|My grandmother is 
а ~ of information. 3 (tunnel for a) charge of 
high explosive exploded by electricity or con- 
tact with a vehicle, or a time fuse, etc: The 
lorry was destroyed bya'land~. : 
lmine-detector, clectro-magnetic device 
for finding mines(3). 
'mine-field, (a) area of land or sea where 
mines(3) have been laid. (b) area of land 
where there are many mines(1). 
ilmine-sweeper, naval vessel for clearing 
the sea of mines(3). 

mine? /main/ vt,vi 1 dig (for coal, ores, etc) 
from the ground; obtain (coal, etc) from 
mines: mining gold. 2 lay mines(3) in; destroy 
by means of these: ~ a bridge. 

miner /'mainoa(r)/ и [C] 1 man who works ша 
mine underground: 'coal~s. 2 soldier trained 
to dig tunnels and lay mines under enemy 
trenches, etc. 

min-eral /'minoral/ и [С] natural substance 
(not vegetable or animal) got from the earth 
by mining. o adj of, containing, mixed with, 
minerals: ~ ores. 
the 'mineral kingdom, all natural in- 
organic substances. > kingdom(3). 
‘mineral water, (а) water that naturally 
contains a mineral substance, esp one said to 
have medicinal value. (b) (GB) non-alcoholic 
flavoured drink containing soda-water. 

min-er-al-ogy /,mmo'relod3z1/ п [U] the 
study and science of minerals. 
min-er-al-ogist /,;mino'relodzist/ я [С] ex- 
pert in, student of, mineralogy. 

mingle /'mingl/ vt,vi mix: ~ with (= go 
about among) the crowds. 

mingy /'mind31/ adj (-ier, -iest) (GB infor- 
mal) mean, ungenerous: а ~ sister. 

mini /'min:/ prefix of small size, length, etc: a 
'~bus; a'~ skirt. | 

minia-ture /'minitfa(r) US: -Цоэг/ п 1 [С] 
very small painting of а person; [U] this 
branch of painting. in miniature, оп а small 
scale. 2 [C] smail-scale copy or model of any 
object. 3 (as an adjective) on a small scale: a~ 
railway. 

minia-tur-ize (also -ise) /'mmutfaraiz/ 
vi make оп а very small scale. 

minim /'minim/ п [С] (music) note with half 
the value of a semibreve. 

mini-mal /'mmuml/ adj smallest in amount ог 
degree: On these cliffs vegetation is ~. 

mini-mize (also -ise) /'mimimaiz/ vt reduce 
to, estimate at, the smallest possible amount 
or degree: ~ an error, try to reduce its impor- 
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tance, say that it is not serious. 

mini-mum /'mimimom/ п [С] (р/ ~s) (орро- 
site of maximum) 1 least possible or recorded 
amount, degree, etc: reduce something toa~. 
2 (used as an adjective): the ~ temperature; a 
~ wage, lowest wage that regulations allow. 

min-ing /'mainin/ n[U] the process of getting 
minerals, etc from mines. 

min-ton /'minion/ 7 [С] (usually contemptu- 
ous for an) employee who, in order to win fav- 
our, obeys orders too readily. 

min-is-ter’ /'‘ministo(r)/ и [С] 1 person at the 
head of a Department of State (and often a 
member of the Cabinet): the Prime M~. 2 per- 
son of lower rank than an ambassador, 
representing his Government in a foreign 
country. 3 Christian priest or clergyman, esp 
one in the Presbyterian and Noncomformist 
Churches. 

min-is-ter? /'minista(r)/ vi give help or ser- 
vice: ~ to the needs of a sick man. 

min-is-ter-ial /,mini'stiariol/ adj 1 of a 
Minister of State, his position, duties, etc: ~ 
functions/duties. 2 of or for the Ministry (or 
Cabinet): the ~ benches. 

min-is-ter-ially /-1ali/ adv 

min-is-tra-tion /muini'streifn/ и 1 [U] 
ministering or serving, eg in performing a 
religious service. 2 [С] act of this kind. 

min-is-try /'ministri/ и [С] (р/-е$) 1 Depart- 
ment of State under a Minister: the Мл of 
De'fence. 2 office, duties, term of service, of a 
minister. 3 the ~, the ministers of religion as 
a body. enter the ministry, become a 
minister of religion. 

mink /mink/ 1 [СУ] (valuable brown fur skin 
of a) small animal like a stoat: (used as an ad- 
Jective)a~ coat. 

min-now /'minou/ и [С] (sorts of) very small 
fresh-water fish. 

mi-nor /'maina(r)/ adj & major. 1 smaller, 
less important: ~ repairs/alterations. 2 com- 
paratively unimportant: the ~ poets; play only 
a~ part in the play. 3 second or younger of 
two boys (esp in the same school): Smith ~. 4 
(music): а ~ third, an interval of three semi- 
tones; a~ key, in which the scale has a minor 
third. & also key'(8). ол (legal) person not 
yet legally of age. 

mi-nor-ity /mai'nproti US: -'no:r-/ и.(р/ -ies) 
1 Л (legal) the state of being under age (in 
GB under 18). 2 the smaller number or part, 
esp of a total of votes. be in the minerity, 
be in the smaller of two groups. 3 [C] small 
racial, religious, etc group in a community, 
nation, etc. | 
a minority government, one which has a 
minority of the total number of seats in a legis- 
lative assembly. 

Mino-taur /'mainoto:(r)/ п [С] (in Greek 
myth) monster, half man and half bull, kept in 
the labyrinth in Crete. 
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min-ster /'minsto(r)/ п [С] large or impor- 
tant church, esp one that once belonged to a 
monastery: York ~. 

min-strel /'minstral/ п [С] 1 (in the Middle 
Ages) travelling composer, player and singer. 
2 one of a group of entertainers at fairs, holi- 
day resorts, etc. 

mint! /mint/ п [U] (sorts of) plant whose 
leaves are used for flavouring: ~ sauce, 
chopped mint leaves, in vinegar and sugar, as 
eaten with lamb. 

mint? /mint/ п [С] 1 place where coins are 
made. make/earn a mint (of money), > 
make'(9). 2 (used as an adjective) of medals, 
stamps, prints, books, etc. in mint condr- 
tion, as if new; unsoiled; perfect. о vt 1 make 
(a coin) by stamping metal: ~ coins of 50р. 2 
(fig) invent a word, phrase, etc. 

min-uet /,minju'et/ п [С] (piece of music for 
a) slow, graceful 17th century dance. 

minus /'mainas/ adj 1 the '~ sign, the sign — 
2 negative: а ~ quantity, a quantity less than 
zero (eg —2x). п prep 1 less; with the deduc- 
tion of: 7 ~ 3 is 4. 2 (informal) without: He 
came back from the war ~ а leg. оп [С] minus 
sign or quantity. 

min-us-cule /'mimoskju:!/ adj tiny: small. 

min-ute’ /'minit/ п [С] 1 the sixtieth part of 
one hour: seven ~s to six; arrive ten ~s early. 
т a minute, soon: ГИ come in a ~. the 
minute (that), as soon as: РИ give him your 
message the ~ (that) he arrives. 2 the sixtieth 
part of a degree (in an angle): 37° 30’, 37 de- 
grees 30 minutes. 3 official record giving auth- 
ority, advice or making comments. 4 (p/} sum- 
mary, records, of what is said and decided at a 
meeting, esp of a society or committee. с у! 1 
record in the minutes(4). 2 make a record of 
something. 
'minute-hand, long hand on a watch or 
clock pointing to the minute. 
jup-to-the-'minute adj > this entry at up. 

mi-nute? /mai'nju:t US: -'nu:t/ adj (-r, -st) 1 
very small: ~ particles of dust. 2 giving small 
details; careful and exact: the ~st details. 
mi-nute-ly adv 

mir-acle /'miraki/ п [С] act or event (good or 
welcome) which does not foilow the known 
laws of nature; remarkable and surprising 
event: work/accomplish ~s. a miracle of, 
exceptional example or specimen: /t’s а ~ of 
technology. 
mir-acu-ious /mi'rekjulos/ adj 
mir-acu-lous-ly adv 

mi-rage /'mira:3 US: mi'ra:3/ n [С] 1 effect, 
produced by air conditions, causing some- 
thing (not existing) to become visible (or up- 
side down), esp the appearance of water in the 
desert. 2 (fig) any illusion ог.Воре that cannot 
be realized. 

mire /'maio(r)/ n [0] 1 swampy ground; soft, 
deep mud. 2 be in the mire, (fig) be in diffi- 


minster /miscellaneous 


culties. с vt,vi 1 cover with mud; cause to be, 
sink, in mud. 

mir-ror /'mira(r)/ п [С] 1 polished surface 
(usually of glass) that reflects images. 2 (fig) 
something that reflects or gives a likeness: 
Pepys’s‘ Diary is a~ of the times he lived т. в 
vt reflect as in a mirror: The still water of the 
lake ~ed the hillside. 
imirror ‘image, reflection or copy with the 
right and left sides reversed. 

mirth /тз:0/ п [U] (formal) being merry, 
happy and bright; laughter. 

mis- /mis-/ prefix bad, wrong, not: misbehave. 

mis-ad-ven-ture /,misod'ventfa(r)/ и [СЧ] 
(event caused by) bad luck; misfortune. 
death by misadventure, by accident. 

mis-al-liance /,miso'laions/ и [С] unsuitable 
alliance, esp marriage. 

mis-an-thrope /'mizon8raup/ п [С] person 
who hates mankind; person who avoids 
society. 
mis-an-thropic /,mison'@ropik/ adj 
mis-an-thropy /mis'en@ropi/ и [0] hatred of 
mankind. 

mis-apply /,miso'plai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) apply 
wrongly; use for a wrong purpose, eg public 
funds. : 
mis-ap-pli-ca-tion /,miszpli'keifn/n[C,U 

mis-ap-pre-hend /,mis,zpri'hend/ vt (for- 
mal) misunderstand. 
mis-ap-pre-hen-sion /,misepri‘henfn/ п 
[C,U] misunderstanding: 

mis-ap-pro-pri-ate /,muiso'prouprieit/ vt 
take and use wrongly; apply (а person’s 
money) to a wrong (esp one’s own) use: The 
treasurer ~d the society 5 funds. 

mis-be-got-ten /,misbi'gptn/ adj (informal) 
worthless: ~ plans. 

mis-be-have /,misbi'herv/ vt,vi behave im- 
properly. 
mis-be-hav-iour (US = 
'heivia(r)/ и [U] 

mis-cal-cu-iate /,mus'kelkjoleit/ уг, УР cal- 
culate (amounts, etc) wrongly. 
mis-cal-cu-la-tion /, mis, kelkjo'leifn/n 

mis-car-riage /'miskerid3/ п 1 [Ч] a 
miscarriage of justice, failure of a court 
to administer justice properly; mistake in 
judgement or in punishment; [C] instance of 
this. 2 [0] failure to deliver to, or arrive at, the 
destination: ~ of goods; [С] instance of this. 3 
[U] premature expulsion of a foetus from the 
womb; [С] instance of this: havea~. 

mis-carry /,mis'keri/ vi (pt,pp -ied) 1 (of 
plans, etc) fail; have a result different from 
what was hoped for. 2 (of letters, etc) fail to 
reach the right destination. 3 (of a woman) 
have a miscarriage(3). 

mis-cast / mis'ka:st US: -'kest/ vt (pt,pp ~) 
(usually passive) (of an actor, a play) be cast 
unsuitably: She was badly ~ as Juliet. 

mis-cel-laneous /,misa'lemias/ adj of 


-ior) /,musbi- 


miscellany /misplace 


mixed sorts; having various qualities and 
characteristics: a ~ collection of goods. 

mis-cel-lany /m'selani US: 'misalein:/ n [С] 
(pl -ies) collection, eg of writings on various 
subjects by various authors. 

mis-chance /,mis'tfa:ns US: -'tfens/ п 
{C,U] (piece of) bad luck: by ~. 

mis-chief /'mistSif/ 1 [U] injury or damage 
done by a person or other agent, esp on pur- 
pose. do sb a mischief, hurt him. 2 [U] 
moral harm or injury: Such wild speeches may 
work great ~. make mischief (be- 
tween...), cause discord or ill feeling. 
Hence, 'mischief-maker/-making. 3 [U] 
foolish or thoughtless behaviour likely to 
cause trouble: Boys are fond of ~, of playing 
tricks, etc. Tell the children to keep out of ~.4 
light-hearted, innocent desire to tease: Her 
eyes were full of ~. 5[C] person who is fond of 
mischief(4). 

mis-chiev-ous /'mistfivas/ adj 1 causing 
mischief; harmful: а ~ letter/rumour. 2 filled 
with, liking, engaged in, mischief: ~ 
looks/tricks|children. 

mis-con-ceive /,muiskon'si:v/ vi,vi under- 
stand wrongly. 
mis-con-cep-tion /,miskon'sep{n/n[C,U] 

mis-con-duct /mis'kondakt/ п [0] 1 im- 
proper behaviour, eg adultery. 2 bad manage- 
ment. о vt /,muiskon'dakt/ 1 behave badly; 
(which is more usual). 2 manage badly: ~ 
one’s business affairs. 

mis-con-struc-tion /,miskan'strakfn/ п 
{U] false or inaccurate interpretation or un- 
derstanding: Her friendliness is open to ~; [С] 
instance of this. 

mis-con-strue /,miskon'stru:/ vt get a 
wrong idea of: You have ~d my мог] 
meaning. 

mis-count /,mis'kaunt/ vt,vicount wrongly. 
ой [С] /'miskaunt/ wrong count, esp of votes 
at an election. 

mis-cre-ant /'miskrisnt/ n [С] (dated) 
scoundrel; wicked person. 

mis-date /,mis'deit/ vt1 give a wrong date to 
an event, etc. 2 put a wrong date on a letter, 
cheque, etc. 

mis-deal /,mis'di:l/ vt,vi (рьрр ~t /-'delt/) 
deal (playing-cards) wrongly. ал [С] error in 
dealing cards. 

mis-deed /mis'di:d/ и [С] wicked act; crime: 
be punished for one’s ~s. 

mis-de-mean-our (US = -теапог) 
{ musdi'mi:na(r)/ я [С] (legal) offence which is 
less serious than a felony. 

mis-di-rect /,misdi'rekt/ vt direct wrongly: 
~ a letter, by failing to put the full or correct 
address on it; ~ one’s energies or abilities, eg 
by using them for a bad purpose. 
mis-di-rec-tion /misdi'rekfn/n[(C,U] 

mis-doings /,mis'du:yz/ п p/ misdeeds. 

misery /'maizo(r)/ и [С] person who loves 
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wealth for its own sake and spends as little as 
possible. 
mi-ser-ly adj 

mis-er-able /'mizrabl/ adj 1 very unhappy; 
poor and sad: feeling ~; the ~ lives of re- 
fugees. 2 causing unhappiness: ~ weather. 3 
poor in quality: a~ attempt/meal. 
mis-er-ably /-abli/ adv 

mis-ery /'mizari/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [U] state of be- 
ing miserable; great suffering (of mind or 
body): be in a ~/suffer ~ from toothache. 2 
(р/) painful happenings; great misfortunes: the 
miseries of war. 3 [С] (informal) person who is 
always miserable and complaining. 

mis-fire /,mis'faio(r)/ vi 1 (of a gun) fail to go 
off. 2 (informal) (of a joke, etc) fail to have the 
intended effect: His joke ~d badly оп шт. сп 
/'musfara(r)/ [С] such a failure. 

mis-fit /'misfit/ п [С] 1 article of clothing 
which does not fit well. 2 (fig) person not fit- 
ting in with his position or his associates. 

mis-for-tune /,mis'fo:tfu:n US: -Цэп/ и 1 
[9] bad luck: suffer ~. 2 [С] instance of bad 
luck: He bore his ~s bravely. 

mis-giv-ing /,mis'givin/ п [СУ] (feeling of) 
doubt, suspicion, distrust: a heart full of ~(s). 

mis-gov-ern /,mis'gavon/ vt govern (the 
State, etc) badly. 
mis-gov-ern-ment7[U] 

mis-guided /mis'gaidid/ adj (of behaviour) 
foolish and wrong (because of bad or wrong 
guidance or influence). 

mis-handle /,mis'hendl/ vt deal with rough- 
ly, rudely or inefficiently. 

mis-hap /'mishep/ и 1 [С] unlucky accident: 
meet with a slight ~. 2 [U] bad luck; accident: 
arrive without ~. 

mis-in-form /,misin'fo:m/ vt give wrong in- 
formation to. 

mis-in-ter-pret /,musin'ts:prit/ vt give a 
wrong interpretation to: He ~ed her silence as 
giving consent. 

mis-judge /,mis'dzad3/ vt,vi judge or esti- 
mate wrongly; form a wron opinion of: He~d 
the distance and fell into the stream. 

mis-lay /,muis'lei/ vt (pt,pp mislaid /-'le1d/) put 
something where it cannot easily be found: 
Гуе mislaid my passport. 

mis-lead /,mus'li:d/ vt (pt,pp misled /-'led/) 
lead wrongly; cause to be or do wrong: This 
information is rather ~ing, gives a wrong 
impression. 

mis:man-age /,muis'menid3/ у manage 
badly or wrongly. 
mis: man-age-mentn([U] 

mis-nomer /,mis'naumo(r)/ и [С] wrong use 
of a name or word: /Г’5 a~ to call this place a 
first-class hotel. 

mis-ogyn-ist /mi'sodzinist/ п [С] hater of 
women. 

mis-place /,mis'pleis/ vt 1 put in a wrong 
place. 2 (usually passive) give wrongly or un- 
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wisely: ~d confidence. 3 lose; mislay. 

mis-pro-nounce /,mispro'nauns/ vt рго- 
nounce wrongly. 

mis-pro-nun-ci-ation /,mispranansieifn/ n 
(CU) 

mis-quote /,mis'kwaut/ у quote wrongly. 
mis-quo-ta-tion /,miskwou'teifn/ n[C,U] 

mis-read /|,mis'ri:d/ vt (pt.pp ~ /-'red/) read 
or interpret wrongly: ~ one’s instructions. 

mis-rep-re-sent /,mis,repri'zent/ у! rep- 
resent wrongly; give a false account of. 
mis-rep-re-sen-ta-tion /,mis,reprizen'teifn/ 
n{C,U] 

mis-rule /,mis'ru:!/ n [0] 1 bad government. 
2 lawlessness; confusion. 

miss' /mis/7[C}]1 Мл», (used in front of the 
name of an unmarried woman or girl who has 
no other title): M~ Smith. 2 (eg by schoolchil- 
dren to a woman teacher, also to shopkeepers, 
etc): Good morning, ~! Two cups of coffee, ~. 

miss? /mis/ и [С] failure to hit, catch, reach, 
etc: ten hits and one ~. give sth a miss, 
(informal) decide not to do it, take it, eat it, 
etc. а near miss. г> пеаг (2). 

miss? /mis/ vr,vi 1 fail to hit, hold, catch, 
reach, see, etc: ~ the target. He ~ed the 9.30 
train (= was too late and did not catch it), and 
therefore ~ed (= escaped) the accident. The 
house is at the next corner; you can’t ~ it, 
-you'll certainly see it. He ~ed (= failed to un- 
derstand) the point of my joke. miss the 
boat/bus, (fig) (be too late and) lose an op- 
portunity. 2 realize, learn, feel regret at, the 
absence of: He’s so rich that he wouldn't ~ 
£100. She’d ~ her husband if he died. When did 
you ~ your purse, realize you didn’t have it? 3 
miss out (оп sth), lose an opportunity to 
benefit, enjoy oneself: /f you don’t come, you'll 
be ~ing out on the fun. miss sth out, omit; 
fail to put in or say: The printers have ~ed out 
aword|line. 
miss-ing adj not to be found; not in the place 
where it ought to be: a book with two pages 
~ ing; ~ ing persons. 

mis-sal /'mis!/ n [С] 1 book containing the 
order of service for Mass in the RC Church. 2 
book of prayers and devotions. 

mis-shapen /,mis'feipn/ adj (esp of the 
body or a limb) deformed. 

mis-sile /'misail US: 'misl/ м [С] object or 
weapon that is thrown (eg a stone), shot (eg an 
arrow) or projected (eg a rocket). 
guided 'missile, eg from ground to air, for 
destroying aircraft, directed by electronic 
devices. 

mis-sion /'mifn/ п [С] 1 (the sending out of 
a) number of persons to perform a special 
task, usually abroad: а Чгаае ~ to 5 America. 
2 (esp) the sending out of missionaries to con- 
vert people by preaching, teaching, etc. 3 
place where the work of missionaries is carried 
on; settlement where charitable or medical 


mispronounce/ mistress 


work is carried on, esp among poor people. 4 
one’s 'mission in life, that work which a 
person feels called on to do by God: She thinks 
her ~ in life is to reform juvenile delinquents. 5 
special task, assigned to an individual or a unit 
of the armed forces: The group has flown 
twenly ~s. 


mis-sion-ary /'mifonri US: -neri/ я [С] (p/ 


-1е$) person sent to preach his religion, esp 
among people who are ignorant of it. 0 adj of 
missions(2) or missionaries. 

mis-Sive /'misiv/ я [С] (изе4 humorously for) 
(esp) a long, serious-looking letter. 

mis-spell /,mis 'spel/ vt (pt,pp ~ed or mis- 
spelt /'spelt/) spell wrongly. 
mis-spell-ing n[C,U] 

mis-spent /,mis 'spent/ adj used wrongly ог 
foolishly: a~ youth. 

mist /mist/ 11 [СЛ] (occasion when there is, 
an area with) water vapour in the air, at or 
near the earth’s surface, less thick than fog: 
hills hidden|covered in ~. 2 [С] filmy appear- 
ance before the eyes (caused by tears, etc). 3 
(fig) something which dims, obscures, etc: the 
~s of time. о vi,vt cover, be covered, with mist: 
The scene ~ed over. 
misty adj (-ier, est) (a) with mist: а ~y 
evening; ~y weather. (b) not clear: have only а 
~y idea. 

mis-take' /m:'sterk/ и [С] wrong opinion, 
idea or act: 'spelling ~s. We all make ~s occa- 
sionally. by mistake, as the result of 
carelessness, forgetfulness, an error, etc: / 
took your umbrella Бу ~. 

mis-take? /mi'steik/ угу? (pt mistook 
/mi'stuk/, pp ~n /mi'sterkn/) 1 be wrong, have 
a wrong idea, about: We’ve ~n the house, 
come to the wrong house. 2 mistake sb/sth 
for, identify wrongly: She is often ~n for her 
twin sister. 
mis-taken adj (a) in error; wrong in op- 
inion: a case of ~n identity; have ~n ideas. be 
mistaken (about sth), be wrong: /f Гт 
not ~n, there’s the man we met on the train. (b) 
ill-judged: п kindness]zeal. 
mis-tak-en-ly аду 

mis-ter /'mista(r)/ п [С] 1 (always written 
Mr) (used in front of the name of a man who 
has no other title): Mr Green. 2 (sf) (used by 
children): Please, ~, can I have my ball back? 

mis-timed /,mis'taimd/ adj said or done at 
an unsuitable time: а ~d intervention. 

mistle-toe /'misitau/ п [О] evergreen plant 
(growing on fruit and other trees) with small 
white sticky berries, used as a Christmas 
decoration. 

mis-took /mi'stuk/ pt of mistake. 

mis-tress /'mistris/ и [C] 1 (formal) woman 
at the head of a household or family: /5 your ~ 
at home? ©} master{(2). 2 woman school 
teacher: the 'games ~. 3 woman with a good 
knowledge or control of something: She is ~ 


mistrial /modal 


of the situation. 4 (before the 18th century) 
title equivalent to the modern Mrs or Miss. 5 
(poetic) woman loved and courted by a man: 
‘O ~ mine” 6 woman having regular sexual 
intercourse with a man to whom she is not 
married. 

mis-trial /,mis'trail/ и [С] (legal) trial which 
is made invalid because of some error in the 
proceedings. 

mis-trust /,muis'trast/ vt feel no confidence 
in: ~ one’s own powers. a n[U] (or with the) 
absence of confidence or trust: a strong ~ of 
anything new. — 
mis-trust-ful /-f1/ adj 

misty /'misti/ © mist. 

mis-un-der-stand /,misando'stend/ угу 
(pt,pp -stood /-'stud/) take a wrong meaning 
from (instructions, messages, etc); form a 
wrong opinion of: She had always felt mis- 
understood. 
mis-un-der-stand-ing n [C,U] failure to un- 
derstand correctly, esp when this causes or 
caused ill-feelings: ~ings between nations that 
may lead to war. 

mis-use /,mis'ju:z/ vt 1 use wrongly; use fora 
wrong purpose. 2 treat badly. о я /,mus'ju:s/ 
[9] using wrongly; [С] instance of this: the ~ 
of power. 

mite!’ /mait/ и [C}1 very small or modest con- 
tribution or offering: offer a ~ of comfort. 2 
tiny object, esp a small child: Poor little ~! 

mite? лпац/ и [С] small parasitic creature that 
may be found in food and carry disease. 

mi-ter /'maito(r)/ n(US) = mitre. 
miti-gate /'mitigeit/ vt make less severe, 
violent or painful. 
mitigating circumstance, one that may 
make a mistake, crime, seem less serious. 
miti-ga-tion /,miti'gerfn/ n[U] 

mitre (US = mi-ter) /'maita(r)/ п [С] tall 
headdress worn by bishops. 

mitt /mit/ п [С] 1 mitten. 2 baseball glove. 3 
(s/) hand; fist. 

mit-ten /'mitn/ п [C]1 kind of glove covering 
four fingers together and the thumb separate- 
ly. 2 covering for the back and palm of the 
hand only, leaving the thumb and fingers 
bare. 

mix’ /miks/ угу? 1 (of different substances, 
people, etc) put, bring or come together so 
that the substances, etc are no longer distinct; 
make or prepare by doing this: ~ flour and 
water. We can sometimes ~ business with 
pleasure. Many races are ~ed in Hawaii. 2 (of 
persons) come or be together in society: He 
doesn’t ~ well, doesn’t get on well with people. 
3 be/get mixed up {т sth), be involved or 
confused: Don’t get ~ed up in politics. He feels 
very ~ed up (= confused) about life. Hence, 
Imix-up 1 [С] 

mix? /miks/ я [С] (used chiefly in trade) in- 
gredients, mixed or to be mixed, for a purpose, 
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eg for plaster, mortar, concrete or kinds of 
food: a'cake~. 

mixed /mikst/ adj of different sorts: a ~ 
school, for boys and girls. have mixed feel- 
ings (about sth), be undecided. 
imixed ‘blessing, result, etc having both 
advantages and disadvantages. 
imixed 'doubles, (in tennis, etc) with two 
players, one man and one woman, on each 
side. 
mixed ‘farming, eg dairy farming and 
cereals. 

mixer /'miksa(r)/ 1 [C] 1 person or thing that 
mixes: а ce'ment/'food ~. 2 (in TV, films) per- 
son who combines shots onto one length of 
film or video-tape. 3 (informal) one who is at 
ease with others on social occasions: а good~. 
>> mix'(2). 

mix-ture /'mikstfa(r)/ п 1 [0] mixing or be- 
ing mixed. 2 [С] something made by mixing: a 
‘cough ~. Air isa~ of gases. 

moan /moun/ и [С] low sound (as) of pain, 
suffering or regret: the ~s of the wounded; the 
~ of the wind on a winter evening. а vi,vt make 
moans: What's she ~ing (= complaining) 
about now? 

moat /mout/ и [С] deep, wide ditch filled with 
water, round acastle, etc as a defence. 

mob /mpb/ п [С] 1 disorderly crowd, esp one 
that has gathered to make trouble or attack: 2 
gang of criminals. о vt (-bb-) (of people) 
crowd round in great numbers, either to at- 
tack or to admire: The pop singer was ~bed by 
teenagers. 

mo-bile /‘maubail US: -Ы/ adj 1 moving, 
able to be moved, easily and quickly from 
place to place: ~ troops/artillery. 2 easily and 
often changing. a n [С] ornamental structure 
with hanging parts that move in air. 
mo-bil-ity /mou'biloti/ и [0] being mobile. 

mo-bi-lize (also -ise) /'maubilaiz/ vt,vi col- 
lect together for service or use, esp in war. 
mo-bi-iiz-ation (also -isation) /,moaubi- 
lar'zerfn US: -li'z-/ n[U] 

moc:ca:sin /'mpokosin/ n 1 [U] soft leather 
made from deerskin. 2 (p/) (also a pair of ~s) 
style of shoes made from this. 

mock /mok/ vt,vi make fun (of) (esp by copy- 
ing in a funny or disrespectful way): The 
naughty boys ~ed the blind man. о adj not real 
or genuine: a~ battle. 
mock:ing-ly adv 

mock-ery /'!mpkoeri/ я (р/ -ies) 1 [U] соп- 
tempt; ridicule: using ~ to hide the weakness of 
your argument. 2 [C] person or thing that is 
mocked; mocking occasion. 3 [C] very bad ex- 
ample: His trial was a ~ of justice. make a 
mockery of, cause to appear foolish. 

mock-ing bird /'mokin bs:d/ я [С] Ameri- 
can bird of the thrush family that mimics 
other birds. 

mo-dal /'‘maudi/ adj 1 relating to mode, man- 
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ner or form (contrasted with substance). 2 
(gram) related to the mood of a verb: ~ auxi- 
liaries, eg can, may. 

mode /moud/ п [С]1 way in which something 
is done; way of speaking or behaving. 2 (mus- 
ic) one of the two chief scale systems in 
modern music (the major and the minor 
modes). 

model! /'mpdl/ п [С] 1 small-scale reproduc- 
tion or representation; design to be copied: a 
~ of an ocean liner; (as an adjective) ~ 
aircraft/trains. 2 person or thing to be copied: 
He’s a ^ of kindness. 3 (informal) person or 
thing exactly like another: She’s the ~/a per- 
fect ~ of her mother. 4 person who poses for 
sculptors, painters or photographers. 5 per- 
son employed to wear clothes, hats, etc so that 
prospective buyers may see them. 6 article of 
clothing, hat, etc shown by models(5): the 
latest Paris ~s. 7 design or structure of which 
many copies or reproductions are (to be) 
made: the latest ~s of Ford cars. 8 (as an adjec- 
tive) perfect; deserving to be used as a good ex- 
ample: ~ behaviour; a~ wife. 

model? /'modl/ уг, г (-Il-, US -I-) 1 shape (in 
some soft substance): ~ her head in clay. 2 
work as a model(4,5): She earns a living by 
~ling clothes/hats. 3 model oneself on/ 
upon sb, take as a good copy or example: ~ 
oneself on one’s father. 
mod-el-ler (US = 
models(1). 
mod-el-ling (US = -eling), (a) art, 
method, of making models(1). (b) working 
as amodel(5). 

mod-er-ate' /'mpdorat/ adj 1 not extreme; 
limited; having reasonable limits: а ~ ap- 
petite. 2 midway; keeping or kept within 
reasonable limits: a ~ political party; be ~ in 
one’s demands. с п [С] person who holds 
moderate opinions, eg in politics. 
mod-er-ate-ly аду 

mod-er-ate? /'modoreit/ vt,vi 1 make or be- 
come less violent or extreme: ~ one’s 
enthusiasm|demands. 2 act as a moderator. 

mod-er-ation /,mpdo'reifn/ и [О] quality of 
being moderate. in moderation, in a 
moderate manner or degree: Will alcoholic 
drinks be harmful if taken in ~? 

mod-er-ator /'modoreita(r)/ я [С] 1 Presby- 
terlan minister presiding over a church court. 
2 presiding examiner at some university exam- 
inations. 3 material in which neutrons are 
slowed down in an atomic pile. 

meod-ern /'modon/ adj 1 of the present or 
recent times: ~ technical achievements. 2 new 
and up-to-date: ~ methods and ideas; a house 
with all ~ conveniences. a п [С] person living in 
modern times. 

modern English, since 1475. 

modern history, > history. 

modern fanguage, near the form now 


-eler), person who 


mode /moist 


spoken and written. 

mo-dern-ity /mo'ds:noti/ и [9] being 
modern. 

mod-ern-ize (also -ise) /'mpdonaiz/ v1 
make suitable for present-day needs; bring up 
to date: a~d kitchen т an old cottage. 

mod-est /'mpdist/ adj 1 having, showing, а 
not too high opinion of one’s merits, abilities, 
etc: be ~ about one’s achievements. 2 moder- 
ate; not large in size or amount: a~ house. My 
needs are quite ~. 3 taking, showing, care not 
to do or say anything indecent or improper: ~ 
in speech, dress and behaviour. 

mod-est-ly adv 

mod-esty /'modisti/  [U] state of being 
modest (all senses). 

modi-cum /'mpdikom/ и (sing only) small or 
moderate amount: a~ of effort. 

modi-fier /'mpdifaia(r)/ n [С] (gram) word 
that modifies, eg an adj or adv. 

mod-ify /'modifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 make 
changes in; make different: The industrial re- 
volution modified the whole structure of English 
society. 2 make less severe, violent, etc: You’d 
better ~ your tone, eg be less rude. 3 (gram) 
make the sense of (a word) less general; limit 
the meaning of: In ‘red shoes’ ‘red modifies 
‘shoes’. 

modi-fi-ca-tion /,modifi‘keifn/n[C,U] 

mod.ish /'moudif/ adj fashionable (the usual 
word). 

modu-late /'mpodzuleit/ vt,vi 1 regulate; ad- 
just; adapt. 2 (music) make a change in the 
pitch, intensity or key of. 3 (music) change or 
pass from one key to another. 4 vary the fre- 
quency, amplitude or other characteristics of 
sound waves. 

modu-la-tion /,mpdzo'lefn/ и 1 [U] pro- 
cess of modulating; state of being modulated; 
[С] change resulting from this. 2 [U] (music) 
changing of key; [C] particular change of key. 
3 variation in the amplitude, frequency or 
phase of a sound wave so that it is suitable for 
the radio or telephone. 

mod-ule /'mpd3ju:l/ и [С] 1 standard ог unit 
of measurement as used in building. 2 stan- 
dard uniform component used in the structure 
ofa building; unit of electronic components as 
used in the assembly of a computer. 3 т- 
dependent and self-contained unit of a space- 
craft. 

com'mand module, for the astronaut in 
command. 

‘lunar module, to be separated for a moon 
landing. 

modular /'modjula(r) US: -450-/ adj 

mo-hair /'movheo(r)/ я [U] (thread, cloth, 
made from the) fine, silky hair of the Angora 
goat. 

Mo-ham-medan = /mo'homidon 
mou'hemidoan/ и г> Muhammad. 

moist /moist/ adj (esp of surfaces) slightly 


US: 


molar /monk 


wet: eves ~ with tears. 
mois-ten /'moisn/ vt,vi make or become 
moist: ~en the lips. 
mois-ture /'moistfa(r)/ п [0] condensed уар- 
our on a surface; liquid in the form of vapour. 

mo-lar /'moula(r)/ и [С], adj (one) of the back 
teeth used for grinding food. 

mo-las-ses /ma'lzsiz/ и p/ (used with a sing 
verb) thick, dark syrup drained from raw sug- 
ar during the refining process. 

mold, molder, mold-ing, moldy, © 
mould, etc. 

mole!’ /moul/ и [С] permanent, small dark 
spot on the human skin. 

mole? /moul/ п [C] small, dark-grey fur- 
covered animal living in tunnels (or burrows). 
‘mole-hill, pile of earth thrown up by a mole 
while burrowing. make a mountain out of 
a mole-hill, treat an unimportant matter as 
important. 

mole? /maul/ я [С] stone wall built in the sea 
as a breakwater or causeway. 

mol-ecule /'molikju:l/ я [С] smallest unit 
(usually ofa group of atoms) into which a sub- 
stance could be divided without a change in its 
chemical nature. 
mol-ecu-lar /ma'lekjula(r)/ adj 

mo-lest /mo'lest/ vt trouble or annoy inten- 
tionally. 

то Ну /'molifas/ vt (pt,pp -ied) make (а per- 
son, his feelings) calmer or quieter: ~ing 
remarks, ~ his anger. 

mol-lusc (US also mol-lusk) /'‘mplask/ п 
{C] one of a class of animals with soft bodies 
(and often hard shells), eg oysters, mussels, 
cuttlefish, snails, slugs. 

molt /molt/ > moult. 

mol-ten /'moulten/ adj (pp of melt) 1 (of 
metals) melted: ~ steel. 2 made of meta! that 
has been melted and cast. 

mo-ment /'msument/ и [С] point or very 
brief period of time: /t was all over ina few ~s. 
Just а ^^, please. а conj as soon as; at the time 
when: The ~ I saw you I knew you were angry 
with me. 

mo-men-tary /‘moumontri US: -teri/ adj 
lasting for, done in, a moment: a ~ pause in 
order to think before replying. 
mo-men-tar-ily / maumon'terali/ adv 

mo-men-tous /ma'mentas/ adj important; 
serious. 

mo-men-tum 


/moa'mentam/ и [U] 1 


(science) quantity of motion of a moving body — 


(the product of its mass and velocity): Do fal- 
ling objects gain ~? 2 (fig) (of events) force (as) 
gained by movement; impetus: /ose/gain~. 
mon-arch /'monok/ м [С] supreme ruler (а 
king, queen, emperor or empress). 
mon-ar-chic /mo'na:kik/ adj 
mon-ar-chism /'monokizom/ и [0] system of 
government by a monarch. 
mon-ar-chist /'monokist/ п [С] supporter of 
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monarchism. 
mon-archy /'monoaki/ п (a) [9] government 
by a monarch. (b) [С] (р/ -ies) state ruled by a 
monarch. 

mon.as-tery /'monastri US: -steri/ и [С] (p/ 
-ies) building in which monks live as a com- 
munity under religious vows. 

mon-as-tic /mo'nestik/ adj of monks ог 
monasteries: ~ vows, ie of poverty, chastity 
and obedience. 
mon.as-ti-cism /moa'nestisizam/ мн 
monastic system and way of life. 

топ-аига! /,mon's:ral/ adj 1 for one ear. 2 
(abbr mono) (of sound-reproducing equip- 
ment and recordings) not stereophonic. 

Моп-Дау /'mandi/ second day of the week. 

mon-et-ary /'manitri US: -4еп/ adj of 
money or coins: The ~ unit in the US ts the 
dollar. 

money /'mani/ и [0] coins stamped from 
metal or printed on paper and accepted when 
buying and selling, etc: Are there easy ways of 
making ~? > run'(1). 
'imoney-box, closed box into which coins are 
dropped through a slit, used for savings or for 
collecting. 
'imoney-lender, person whose business is to 
lend money at interest. 
'money-maker, (a) person who is success- 
ful in making a profit. (6) profitable item. 
the 'money-market, bankers, financiers, 
etc whose operations decide the rates of т- 
terest on borrowed capital. 
'money-order, order for money bought 
from a post office for payment at another post 
office to a named person. 
imoney-spinner, (informal) book, play, etc 
that makes a lot of money. 
moneyed /'manid/ adj having much money: 
the ~ed classes. 

-mon-ger /-manga(r)/ suffix person who 
deals in: 'ironmonger. 

mon-goi /'‘mongl/ и [С], adj (person) suffer- 
ing from mongolism. 

mon-gol-ism /'mongoalizam/ и [U] congeni- 
tal condition in which a child is born with 
mental dificiency and a flattened broad skull 
and slanting eyes. 

mon-goose /'mongu:s/ и [С] (p/ ~s) small 
Indian animal clever at destroying venomous 
snakes. 

mon-grel /'mangral/ и [С] 1 dog of mixed 
breed. 2 any plant or animal of mixed origin. о 
adj of mixed breed, race or origin: a~ dog. 

moni-tor /'‘monite(r)/ и [С] 1 pupil given 
authority over other pupils. 2 person em- 
ployed to listen to and report on foreign 
broadcasts. 3 apparatus for testing trans- 
missions by radio, for detecting radio-activity, 
etc. а vf,viactas a monitor(2). 

monk /mank/ n[C] member of a community 
of men living together under religious vows in 
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a monastery. 

monk.ish /-1{/ adj. 

mon-key /'manki/ я [С] (p/ ~s) 1 animal of 
the group of animals most closely resembling 
man. 2 person, esp a child, who is fond of 
mischief: You little ~! 0 vi monkey about 
(with), play mischievously: Stop ~ing about 
with those tools! 

imonkey-nut, groundnut. 

'imonkey wrench, wrench (spanner) with a 
jaw that can be adjusted to various lengths. 

mono /'mpnav/ (abbr of) monaural. 

mono- /mpno-/ prefix one, a single: monosyll- 
able. 

mono-chrome /'monekraum/ п [С] paint- 
ing ш (different tints of) one colour. о adj hav- 
ing only one colour. 

mon-ocle /'monokl/ и [С] framed lens for 
one eye, kept in position by the muscles round 
the eye. 

mon-og-amist /moa'nogamist/ и [С] person 
who practises monogamy. 

mon-og-amous /mo'npgomas/ adj practis- 
ing Monogamy. 

mon-og-amy /mo'nogsmi/ п [U] practice of 
being married to only one person at a time. > 
polygamy. 

mono-gram /'monegrem/ п [С] two ог 
more letters (esp a person’s initials) combined 
im one design (on notepaper, etc). 

mono-graph /'‘mpnogra:f US: -gref/ п [С] 
detailed (scientific) account, esp a published 
report on one particular subject. 

mono-lin-gual /,mpnou'lingwol/ adj using, 
concerning, one language: а ~ dictionary. 

mono.lith /'monoli6é/ я [С] single upright 
block of stone (as a pillar or monument). 
mono-lithic /;mono'li61k/ adj 

mono-logue /'mpnolog US: -lo:g/ и [С] 1 
scene in a play or a complete play in which 
only one person speaks. 2 any long talk by one 
person in aconversation. 

mono-mania /,mpnou'meinio/ и [U] state of 
mind, sometimes amounting to madness, 
caused by the attention being occupied exclu- 
sively by one idea or subject; [C] instance of 
this. 

mono-maniac /mopnou'memiek/ п [С] 
person suffering from monomania. 

mono-plane /'monoplein/ я [С] aircraft 
with one wing on each side of the fuselage. 

mon-op-ol-ize (also -ise) /ma'nppolaiz/ vt 
get or keep control of the whole of, so that 
others cannot share: Don’t let me ~ the con- 
versation. | 

mon-op-oly /тэ'порэй/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 
powerful amalgamation of capitalists in the 
form of concerns, trusts, etc. 2 complete 
control of trade, talk, etc: a government ~. 
3 anything over which one person or group 
has control and which is not or cannot be 
shared by others. 


monkey /monument 


mon-op-ol-ist /-list/, person who has а 
monopoly. . 
mon-op-ol-is-tic /ma,nppa'listik/ adj . 

mono-rail /‘mpnoureil/ и [С] single rail serv- 
ing as a track for vehicles; railway system for 
vehicles using such a rail. 

mono-syl-lable /‘monasilabl/ п [С] word of 
one syllable. 
mono-:syl-labic /,monosi'lebik/ adj having 
only one syllable. 

mon-ot-on-ous /mo'nptanos/ adj (unin- 
teresting becausé) unchanging, without 
variety: a~ voice; ~ work. 
mon-ot-on-ous-ly.ady 

mon-ot-ony /mo'nvtoni/ и [U] the state of 
being monotonous. 

Mon-si-gnor /mon'si:nja(r)/ и (title given 
to) certain officials in the RC Church. 

mon-soon /mopn'su:n/ и [С] seasonal wind 
blowing in the Indian Ocean from SW from 
April to October (wet ~) and from NE during 
the other months (dry ~); the rainy season 
that comes with the wet monsoon. 

mon-ster /'monstoa(r)/ п [С] 1 abnormally 
shaped animal or plant. 2 person or thing of 
extraordinary size, shape or qualities. 3 (in 
stories) imaginary creature (eg half animal, 
half bird): dragons are ~s. 4 person who 15 ге- 
markable for some bad or evil quality: а ~ of 
cruelty. 5 (used as an adjective) huge: a~ ship. 

mon-stros-ity /mpn'strosoti/ п (р/ -ies) 1 
[U] state of being monstrous. 2 [С] monster; 
hideous object, building, etc. 

mon-strous /'monstros/ adj 1 of or like a 
monster; of great size. 2 causing horror and 
disgust: ~ crimes. 3 (informal) absurd; 
incredible; scandalous: /’5 perfectly ~ that 
men should be paid more than women for the 
same job. 
mon-.-strous-ly adv 

mon-tage /'monta:3/ я [C,U] (Fr) 1 selec- 
tion, cutting and arrangement of photograph- 
ic film, etc to make a consecutive whole. 2 pro- 
cess of using many pictures, designs, some- 
times superimposed, to make a composite pic- 
ture. | 

month /man@/ и [С] approximately а twelfth 
of a year: a baby of three ~s; а three-~ old 
baby. > Sunday. 
calendar month, any of the twelve parts in- 
to which the year is divided; period of time 
from a day in one month to the corresponding 
day in the next (eg 2 Jan to 2 Feb). 
lunar month, period in which the moon 
makes a complete revolution; period of 28 
days. 
month-ly adj, adv done, happening, etc once 
a month; valid for one month: a ~ly season 
ticket, for railway travel. о п [C] (р! -ies) 
periodical issued once a month. 

monu-ment /'‘monjumont/ и [С] 1 building, 
column, statue, etc in memory of a person or 


monumental /moralize 


event: a ~ in the church to the late rector. 2 
piece of scholarship or research that deserves 
to be remembered; work of literature or 
science of lasting value: a ~ of learning. 

monu-men-tal /mopnjo'mentl/ adj 1 of, 
serving for, a monument: a~ inscription. 2 (of 
books, studies, etc) of lasting value: a ~ pro- 
duction, eg the Oxford English Dictionary. 3 
(of qualities, buildings, tasks) very great: ~ 
ignorance. 

moo /mu:/ п [С] sound made by a cow or ox. о 
vimake the sound moo. 
'moo-cow, (child’s word for a) cow. 

mood! /mu:d/ и [С] state of mind or spirits: 
not in the ~ for serious music. 
moody adj (-ier, -iest) having moods that 
often change, esp being bad-tempered. 
mood.ily /-ali/ adv 

mood? /mu:d/ п [С] (gram) one of the groups 
of forms that a verb may take to show whether 
things are regarded as certain, possible, 
doubtful, etc: the indicative/imperative ~. 

moon! /mu:n/n[C]1 the ~, the body which 
moves round the earth once in a month and 
shines at night by light reflected from the sun. 
2 (with a, an) this body regarded as an object 


distinct from that visible in other months: 5 it © 


anew ~ ога full ~? promise sb the moon, 
make extravagant promises. 3 satellite of 
other planets: How many ~ws has the planet 
Jupiter? 4 (poetry) month. once in a blue 
moon, г> blue’. 
'imoon-beam, ray of moonlight. 
‘moonlight, light of the moon: (often used 
as an adjective) a~light night. © flit. 
'moon-shine, (a) light of the moon. (b) 
foolish or idle talk, ideas, etc. 
'lmoon-stone, kind of semi-precious stone. 
'imoon-struck adj wild and mad (supposedly 
as the result of the moon’s influence). 
moon-less adj without a visible moon: a 
dark, ~less night. 

moon? /mu:n/ vi,vt moon about/around, 
move or look slowly and without energy or 
interest. 

moor’ /mua(r)/ и [C,U] (area of) open, uncul- 
tivated land, esp if covered with heather. 
'moor-land /-land/, land consisting of open 
moor and covered with heather. 

moor? /mua(r)/ vt,vi make (a boat, ship, etc) 
secure (to land or buoys) by means of cables, 
etc. 
moor:ings /'‘muarinz/ n pi (a) cables, anch- 
ors and chains, etc by which a ship or boat 1$ 
moored. (b) place where a ship is moored. 

Moor /mua(r)/ 2 1 member of the Muslim 
peoples of mixed Arab and Berber blood who 
now live in NW Africa. 2 one of the Muslim 
Arabs who invaded Spain in the 8th century. 

moose /mu:s/ и [С] (p/ ~ or ~s /-siz/) large 
sort of deer with coarse fleece and large, flat 
antlers, found in the forests of N America, and 
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in northern Europe (where it 15 called an e/k). 

moot /mu:t/ adj (only in) a moot point/ 
question, one about which there is uncer- 
tainty. о vf raise or bring forward for discus- 
sion: This question has been ~ed before. 

mop /mpp/ n [С] 1 bundle of coarse strings, 
cloth, etc fastened to a long handle for clean- 
ing floors, etc; similar material on a short han- 
dle for cleaning dishes, etc. 2 mass of thick, 
untidy hair. о vt (-pp-) 1 clean with a mop: ~ 
the floor. 2 wipe with, or as with, a mop: ~ 
‘one’s brow; ~ up amess. 

mope /maup/ vi pity oneself, feel sad or in iow 
spirits: moping (about) in the house all day.an 
pithe ~ws, low spirits. 

mo-ped /'mouped/ п [С] (GB) pedal bicycle 
fitted with a small petrol engine (under 50 cc). 

mo-raine /тотешт (5: mo:-/ и [0] heap or 
mass of earth, gravel, rock, etc carried down 
and deposited by a glacier. 

moral’ /'moral US: 'mo:ral/ adj 1 concerning 
principles of right and wrong: ~ standards/ 
law. 2 good and virtuous: a ~ life/man. 3 able 
to understand the difference between right 
and wrong: At what age do we become ~ be- 
ings? 4 teaching or illustrating good behavi- 
our: a ~ talk. 5 (contrasted with physical or 
practical) connected with the sense of what is 
right and just: a~ victory, outcome of a strug- 
gle in which the weaker side is comforted be- 
cause it has established the righteousness of its 
cause. give $6 moral support, help by say- 
ing that he has justice and right on his side. 
итога! phi'losophy, the study of right and 
wrong in human behaviour; ethics. 

mor-ally /-rali/ adv (a) in a moral manner: 
M~ly he is all that can be desired. (b) accord- 
ing to what is most probable: ~/y bound to 
fail. 

morai? /'moral US: 'mo:ral/ и [С] 1 that which 
a story, event or experience teaches; lesson: 
And the ~ is that a young girl should not speak 
to strange men. 2 (pl) moral habits; standards 
of behaviour; principles of right and wrong: a 
man without ~s. 

mo-rale /mo'ra:l US: -'re1/ n [U] state of dis- 
cipline and spirit (in a person, an army, a na- 
tion, etc); attitude, state of mind, as expressed 
in action: The army recovered its ~ and fight- 
ing power. 

mor.-al-ist /‘mpralist US: 'mo:r-/ и [С] person 
who points out morals(1) or who practises or 
teaches morality. 

mor.-al-is-tic /,moproa'listik US: jmo:r-/ adj 
concerned with morals(2). 

mor.-al-ity /moa'rzloti/ n (р/ -ies) 1 [U] (stan- 
dards, principles, of) good behaviour: stan- 
dards of commercial ~. 2 [С] particular system 
of morals: socialist ~. 

mor-al-ize (also -ise) /'mpralaiz US: 'mo:r-/ 
vt,vi talk or write on questions of duty, right 
and wrong, etc: ~ about/on the failings of the 
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young generation. - 

mo-rass /mo'res/ и [С] 1 stretch of low, soft, 
wet land; marsh. 2 (fig) difficult, complicated 
‘situation: a ~ of problems. | 

mora-tor-ium /,mpro'to:riam US: ипо:-/ и 
[С] (pl ~s or -ria /-r1a/) [C] 1 (period of) legal 
authorization to delay payment of debts. 2 
temporary deferment or delay, esp when 
agreed. 

mor-bid /'mo:bid/ adj1 diseased: ~ anatomy, 
the study of diseased organs in the body. 2 (of 
the mind or ideas) unhealthy: a ~ imagination, 
one that concentrates on horrible or nasty 
things. 
mor-bid-ly adv 

more /mo:(r)/ (contrasted with Jess and fewer; 
2> many, most', much’) adj greater in num- 
ber, quantity, quality, degree, size, etc; addi- 
tional: We need ~ men|help. a п [Ч] a greater 
amount, number, etc; an additional amount: 
What ~ do you want? There are stillafew~.a 
adv 1 (forming the comparative degree of 
‘most adjectives and adverbs): ~ beautifull 
usefullinteresting (than...). 2 to a greater ex- 
tent; in a greater degree: You need to sleep ~, 
ie more than you sleep now. 3 again: Гт not 
going any ~, ever again. once more, one 
more time. 4 more and more, increasingly: 

- Life is becoming ~ and ~ expensive. more ог 
less, about: It’s an hour’s journey, ~ or less. 5 
(with a noun, = an adjective): The ~ fool you 
to believe him, You are foolish to believe him. 
> pity(2). 

more-over /mo:r'suva(r)/ adv further; be- 
sides; in addition (to this). 

morgue /mo:g/ п [С] building in which 
bodies of persons found dead are kept until 
they are identified and claimed by members of 
their families. с> mortuary. 

mori-bund /'moriband US: 'mo:r-/ adj at the 
point of death; about to come to an end: ~ 
civilizations. 

morn /mo:n/ и [С] (poetic) morning. 

morn-ing /'mo:nin/ я [С] 1 early part of the 
day between dawn and noon (or, more gener- 
ally, before the midday meal): in/during the ~; 
this ~; yesterday|/tomorrow ~; every ~; оп 
Sunday|Monday ~,; a few ~s ago. good 
morning, & good'(13). 2 (as ап adjective): 
a~ walk; an early ~ swim. 
‘morning coat, black formal coat with tails. 
imorning dress, as worn on formal occa- 
sions such as weddings. 
Morning 'Prayer, service used in the 
Church of England at morning service. 
'imorning-room, room for the morning, esp 
for breakfast. 
morning ‘sickness, (feeling of) nausea 
early ше morning, often-during the first few 
months of pregnancy. 

‘the morning ‘star, Venus, or other bright 
stat seen at dawn. 


morass/ mortar 


mo-rocco /mo'roksu/ п [9] soft leather . 
made from goatskins. 

mo-ron /'mo:ron/ п [C] 1 person with low in- 
telligence (not so low as imbeciles or idiots). 2 
(informal) stupid person. 
mo-ronic /mo'ronik/ adj 


mo-rose_ /mo'raus/ adj gloomy; Бад- 
tempered. 

mo-rose-ly adv 

mor-pheme  /'mo:fi:m/ п [С] smallest 


meaningful part into which a word can be di- 
vided: ‘Run-s’ contains two ~s and ‘un-man-ly’ 
contains three. 

mor-phia /'mo:fia/, mor-phine /'mo:fi:n/ 
п [Ч] drug made from opium and used for 
relieving pain. 

mor-phol-ogy /mo:'folad3i/ п [U] 1 branch 
of biology dealing with the form and structure 
of animals and plants. 2 (gram) study of the 
morphemes of a language and of how they are 
combined to make words. 

mor-ris dance /'moris da:ns (5: 'mo:ris 
dens/ и [С] old English folk-dance for men. 

mor-row /'mprou US: 'mo:r-/ п 1 (literary) 
the next day after the present or after any 
given day. 2 (archaic) morning: Good ~~! 

Morse /mo:s/ и (also the ~ code) system of 
dots and dashes or short and long sounds, 
flashes of light, representing letters of the 
alphabet and numbers. 

mor-sel /'mo:sl/ и [С] tiny piece (esp of food); 
mouthful: not a ^ of food anywhere. 

mor:-tal /'mo:tl/ adj 1 (contrasted with im- 
mortal) which must die; which cannot live for 
ever: Man is ~. 2 causing death: а ~ wound. 3 
lasting until death: ~ hatred. 4 accompanying 
death: in ~ agony. 5 (informal) extreme; very 
great or long: in ~ fear. a п [С] (literary) 
human being. 
mor-tally /-tali/ adv (a) so as to cause death: 
~ly wounded. (b) extremely: ~/y offended. 
‘mortal 'combat, only ended by the death 
of one of the fighters. 
imortal 'enemy, whose hatred will not end 
until death. 
imortal 'sin, one causing spiritual death. 

mor-tal-ity /mo:'tzloti/ n[U] 1 state of being 
mortal. 2 number of deaths caused (eg by a 
disaster or disease): an epidemic with a heavy 
~.3 death-rate: infant ~. 

mor-tar’ /'mo:ta(r)/ и [9] mixture of lime, 
sand and water used to hold bricks, stones, etc 
together in building. а vt join (bricks, etc) with 
mortar. 
\Imortar-board, (a) small board with a 
short handle underneath, used for holding 
mortar. (b) square cap sometimes worn as 
part of academic costume. 

mor-tar? /'mo:ta(r)/ п [С] 1 bowl of hard 
material in which substances are crushed with 
a pestle. 2 cannon for firing shells at high 
angles. | 
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mortgage / motivate 


mort-gage /'mo:gid3/ vi give a person а 
claim on one’s house, etc as a security for pay- 
ment of a loan to buy И. ол [С] act of mort- 
gaging; legal agreement about this: a ~ of 
£10000. 
mort-ga-gee /,m9:go'd3i:/, person to whom 
property is mortgaged. 
mort-ga-gor /,mo:ga!'d3o:(r) US: 
'mo:rgidzer/, person who mortgages his 
property. 

mor-tice /'mo:tis/ © mortise. 

mor-tify /'mo:tifai/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) 1 cause 
to be ashamed, humiliated, or hurt: а ~ ing de- 
feat. 2 mortify the flesh, discipline bodily 
passions, overcome bodily desires. 3 (of flesh, 
eg round a wound) decay, be affected with 
gangrene. 

mor-tise, mor-tice /'mo:tis/ и [С] hole cut 
in a piece of wood, etc to receive the end of an- 
other piece (the tenon). в vt join or fasten т 
this way: ~ two beams together. 

mor-tu-ary /'mo:tfuri US: -Цоеп/ п [С] (pl 
-1е5) room or building (eg part of a hospital) 
to which dead bodies are taken to be kept until 
burial. 

mo-saic /mau'zeuk/ п [С], adj (form or work 
of art) in which designs, pictures, etc are made 
by fitting together differently coloured bits of 
stone, etc. 

Mos-lem /'mozlom/ и, adj (variant of) 
Muslim. 

mosque /тозК/ п [С] building in which 
Muslims worship Allah. 

mos-quito /mo'ski:tau/ п [С] (p/ ~es) small, 
flying, blood-sucking insect, esp the sort that 
spreads malaria. 

moss /mps US: mo:s/ п [U] sorts of small 
green or yellow plant growing in thick masses 
on wet surfaces. A rolling stone gathers 
no moss, (proverb) A person who often 
changes his occupation or who never settles in 
one place will not succeed in life. 
mossy adj (-ier, -iest) covered with, like, 
MOSS: ~ y green. 

most' /moust/ (contrasted with Jeast and 

fewest; г> many, more, much’) adj, n 1 (with 
the) (the) greatest possible number, quantity, 
degree: Which of you has made (the) ~ mis- 
takes? at the (very) most, not more than: / 
can pay only £10 at the ~. make the most 
of, use to the best advantage: We have only a 
few hours so we must make the ~ of it. for the 
‘most part, usually; on the whole: Japanese 
cameras are, for the ~ part, of excellent qual- 
ity. 2 (without he) the majority of; the greater 
part of: M~ people think so. He was ill ~ of the 
summer. 

most? /moust/ adv 1 (forming the superlative 
degree of nearly all adjectives and adverbs): the 
~ beautifullinteresting/useful. 2 to the greatest 
extent; in the greatest degree: What is troubl- 
ing you ~?3 very; extremely: This 15 а ~ useful 
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book. He was ~ polite tome. 

-most /-moust/ suffix (used to form а super- 
lative): innermost. 

most-ly /'mousth/ adv chiefly; almost all; 
generally: The medicine was ~ (made of) sugar 
and water. We are ~ out on Sundays. 

mote /msut/ п [С] particle (of dust, etc). 

mo-tel /mau'tel/ 2 [С] motorists’ hotel (with 
rooms, a parking area, service station, etc): 

moth /mp8 US: mo:6/ п [С] sorts of winged 
insect flying chiefly at night, attracted by 
lights. 
'moth-ball, small ball (of camphor, etc) used 
to discourage moths. 
'moth-eaten, adj (a) eaten or destroyed by 
moths. (b) (fig) torn and dirty. 

mother /'mada(r)/ п [С] 1 female parent; 
woman who has adopted a child. 2 woman 
(often 'house~) who is in charge of children in 
a boarding-school or home?(2). 3 quality or 
condition that causes something (as in the 
proverb, Necessity is the mother of 
invention). 4 head of a female religious com- 
munity. о vt take care of (as a mother does). 
the 'mother country, (a) one’s native 
land. (6) country in relation to dominions (eg 
Great Britain for Canada). 
mother-in-law /'mader in b:/ п [С] (p/ 
~s-in-law) mother of one’s wife or one’s 
husband. 
imother-of-'pear!, hard, shiny rainbow- 
coloured lining of some shells, esp the pearl- 
oyster, used for ornaments, etc. 
‘mother ship, one from which other ships 
(eg submarines) get supplies. 
imother 'tongue, one’s native language. 
'mother-hood /-hud/, state of being a 
mother. 
mother-less adj having no (living) mother. 
mother-ly adj having, showing, the tender, 
kind qualities of a mother. 

mo-tif /mou'ti:f/ п [С] 1 theme in music for 
treatment and development, often one which 
recurs. 2 main feature in a work of art. 

mo-tion /'movfn/ 2 1 [U] (manner of) mov- 
ing. put/set sth in motion, cause it to start 
moving or working. ,time and ‘motion 
study, analysis of the movements of workers 
(in industry, etc) undertaken by experts, who 
aim at improving efficiency. 2 [С] gesture; par- 
ticular movement: АЙ her ~s were graceful. 
go through the motions, (informal) do 
something in a disinterested or insincere man- 
ner. 3 [C] proposal to be discussed and voted 
on at a meeting: The ~ was adopted|carried| 
rejectedjlost by a majority of ях. 4 [С] = 
movement(6). с vt,vi 1 direct by a motion or 
gesture: He ~ed (to) me to enter. 
‘motion 'picture, film shown in a cinema. 
mo-tion-less adj not moving; still. 

mo-ti-vate /'moutiveit/ vt be the motive of; 
give a motive or encouragement to; encour- 
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age. 
mo-tiv-ation /,mouti'veifn/ и [C,U] 

mo-tive /'mavtiv/ adj causing motion: ~ 
power/force, eg steam, electricity. а п [С] that 
which causes action: do it from ~s of kindness. 

mot-ley /'motli/ adj1 of various colours. 2 of 
varied character or various sorts: a ~ crowd, 
‚её people of many different occupations, so- 
ста! classes, etc. 

mo-tor /'mouta(r)/ п [С] 1 device which pro- 
duces or uses power (esp electric power) to 
produce motion, but not used of a steam en- 
gine: electric ~s. 2 (often as an adjective) self- 
powered (by an internal combustion engine) 
vehicle: '~-vehicles. 3 (dated) (car is more usu- 
al) (abbr for) motor-car: the'M~ Show. а vi,vt 
(dated) travel by motor-car: ~ from London to 
Brighton. 
'imotor-bike/cycle, motor-vehicle like a 
bike, Гог | or 2 people. 
'motor-boat, boat with a motor. 
'‘motor-cade, (US) procession of motor- 
vehicles. 
'motor-car, (car is more usual) enclosed 
motor-vehicle with space for passengers. 
‘motor nerve, nerve that excites movements 
of a muscle or muscles. 
'imotor-scooter, © scooter. 
'imotor-vehicle, car, bus, motorbike, etc. 
'imotor-way, wide road designed for fast 
traffic, with separate carriageways and going 
over or under other roads. 
'mo-tor-ist /-1st/, person who drives а саг. 
'motor-ize (also -ise) /-aiz/ vt equip with a 
motor-vehicle. 

mottled /'motid/ adj marked with spots ог 
areas of different colours without a pattern. 

motto /'mptou/ п [С] (p/ ~es or ~s) 1 short 
sentence or phrase used as a guide or rule of 
behaviour (eg ‘Every man for himself). 2 
short sentence or phrase written or inscribed 
(eg on a coat of arms) expressing a suitable 
sentiment. 

mould' (US = mold) /mould/ п [С] 1 con- 
tainer, hollow form, into which molten metal 
or a soft substance is poured to cool into a de- 
sired shape; the shape or form given by this 
container. 2 jelly, pudding, etc made in such a 
container. о vt 1 make something in, or as in, а 
mould: ~ a head out of|in clay. 2 (fig) guide or 
control the growth of; influence: ~ a person’s 
character. 

mould? (US = mold) /mauld/ п [U] woolly 
or furry growth of fungi appearing on damp 
surfaces. a wi (US) become covered with 
mould: Cheese ~s in warm, wet weather. 
mouldy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) covered with, 
smelling of, mould: ~y bread. (b) (fig) (of a 
person) mean and obstructive; worthless. 

mould® (US = mold) /mould/ п [Ч] soft, 
fine loose earth: ‘leaf ~, from decayed leaves. 

moul-der (US = mol-der) /'maulda(r)/ vi 


motive /mousy 


crumble to dust by natural decay: ~ing away 
in his grave. 

mould-ing (US = mold-) /'mauldin/ п 1 
[О] act, way, of moulding or shaping. 2 line of 
ornamental plaster, carved woodwork, etc 
round a wall or window, etc. 

moult (US = molt) /moult/ vt,vi1 (of birds) 
lose (feathers) before a new growth. 2 (of dogs 
and cats) lose hair. 

mound /таопд/ »[C] mass of piled up earth; 
small hill: a'burial-~, of earth over a grave. 

mount! /maount/ 2 [С] 1 (literary) mountain, 
hill: Christ’s sermon on the ~. 2 (abbr Mt) 
(before proper names) mountain: Mt Everest. 

mount? /maont/ ур, уЁ 1 go up (a hill, a ladder, 
etc). 2 get on to (a horse, etc); supply with a 
horse; put on a horse: He ~ed (his horse) and 
rode away. 3 mount the throne, become 
king, queen, emperor, etc. 4 become greater in 
amount: Our expenses are ~ing (up). 5 put 
and fix in position: ~ pictures, eg fix them in 
an album; ~ insects, eg for display or preser- 
vation in a museum. 6 (тИ uses): mount 
guard (at/over), act as a guard or sentry. 
mount an offensive, attack. 7 put (a play) 
on the stage or TV. 8 (esp of large animals) get 
up on (a female animal) in order to copulate. с 
п [С] that on which a person or thing is or may 
be mounted (eg a card for a drawing or photo- 
graph, a horse for riding on, a gun-carriage). 

moun-tain /'mauntin/ п [С] 1 mass of very 
high land going up to a peak: Everest is the 
highest ~ in the world. 2 (fig) very large thing: 
aw of debtiletters. 
moun-tain-eer /,maunti'n1a(r)/ п [С] person 
who climbs mountains. 
moun-tain-eer-ing и [U] climbing moun- 
tains (as a sport). 
moun-tain-ous /'mauntinas/ adj (a) having 
mountains: ~ous country. (b) huge: ~ous 
waves. 

mourn /mo:n/ vi,vt feel or show sorrow or 
regret: ~ for a dead child; ~ over the child's 
death. 
mourner, person who mourns, esp at a 
funeral. 
mourn-ful /-fl/ adj sad. 
mourn-fully /-fali/ adv 

mourn-ing /'mo:nin/ п [0] 1 grief. 2 (the 
wearing of) black clothes as a sign of grief: go 
into ~ for three weeks. 

mouse /maus/ п [С] (p/ mice /mais/) 1 sorts 
of small rodent (‘house ~, 'field-~, ‘harvest- 
~). 2 (fig) shy, timid person. а vi (of cats) hunt 
for, catch, mice. 
'mouse-trap, trap for catching mice. 

mousse /mu:s/ 7 [С,Ч] (dish of) flavoured 
cream beaten and frozen: chocolate ~. 

mous-tache (US = mus-) /mo'sta:[ US: 
'mastef/ п [С] hair allowed to grow on the 
upper lip. 

mousy /'mausi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (esp of 


mouth/much 


hair) dull brown. 2 (of a person)-timid, shy ; 
mouth!’ /mau@/ п [С] (р! ~s /таод?/) 1 
opening through which animals take т food; 
space behind this containing the teeth, tongue, 
etc. by word of meoutkh, ©) word(1). 
down in the mouth, sad, dejected. look a 
gift-horse in the mouth, г> horse(1). 
make one’s mouth water, make one feel 
hungry or thirsty. put words into sb‘s 
mouth; take the words out of sb’s 
mouth, г> word(2). 2 opening or outlet (of 
a bag, bottle, tunnel, cave, river, etc). 
'mouth-organ, small musical  wind- 
instrument with metal reeds, played by pass- 
ing it along the lips. 
'mouth-piece, (a) that part of a tobacco 
pipe, a musical instrument, etc placed at or be- 
tween the lips. (bb) person, newspaper, etc that 
expresses the opinions of others: Which news- 
paper is the ~ piece of the Socialists? 
mouth-ful /-fol/ п [С] (p/ ~s) as much as can 
be put into the mouth comfortably at one 
time: have only a ~ful of food. 
mouth? /таод/ ур, у? speak (words) too dis- 
tinctly or pompously: An actor who ~ws his 
words is a poor actor. 
mov-able /'mu:vebl/ adj 1 that can be 
moved; (of property) that can be taken from 
place to place (eg furniture). > portable. 2 
varying in date: Christmas is fixed but Easter is 
а ~ feast. в п (pl) personal property; articles 
that can be removed from a house (contrasted 
with fixtures). 
move!’ /mu:v/ п [С] 1 change of place or posi- 
tion, esp of a piece in chess or other games 
played on boards; player’s turn to do this: Do 
you know all the ~s in chess? Whose ~ is it? 2 
something (to be) done to achieve a purpose: 
What's our пех! ~? 3 on the move, moving 
about: Large enemy forces are on the~. get a 
move on, (informal) hurry up. make a 
move, (a) move to a different place. (b) be- 
gin to act: Unless we make a ~ soon, we shall 
never get to the top of the mountain. 
move? /mu:v/ vi,vi 1 (cause to) change posi- 
tion; put, cause to be, in a different place or at- 
titude; (cause to) be in motion: M~ your chair 
nearer to the fire. It was calm and not a leaf ~d. 
move heaven and earth, > heaven(4). 2 
move house, take one’s furniture, etc to an- 
other house, flat, etc. move in, take posses- 
sion of a new dwelling-place. move out, give 
up a dwelling-place: We ~d out on Monday 
and the new tenants Ат on Tuesday. 3 move 
(sb) on, move (a person) to another place or 
position: ‘M~ on, please’. move along/ 
down/up. move farther in the direction indi- 
cated so as to make space for others. ‘M~ 
along, please’, said the bus conductor. 4 affect 
the feelings of with pity, etc: be ~d 10 tears. 
The story of their sufferings ~d us deeply. 5 
cause to do something: If the spirit ~s him, (= 
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If he feels like doing so,) he'll come and help us. 
6 put forward for discussion and decision (at a 
meeting): Mr Chairman, I ~ that the money be 
used for library books. & motion(3). 7 make 
progress; go forward: Time is moving on. 8 
take action: Nobody seems willing to ~. 9 be 
socially active in: They ~ in the best society. 
10 cause (the bowels) to aci, to empty; (of the 
bowels) be emptied. 
moving 'staircase, = escalator. 

move-ment /'mu:vment/ я 1 [U] moving.or 
being moved; activity (contrasted with quiet 
and rest): He lay there without ~. 2 [С] act of 
changing position: an opening ~ in chess; ~s 
of troops in the war area. 3 [С] moving part of a 
machine or mechanism or a particular group 
of such parts: the ~ of a clock or a watch. 4 [С] 
united actions and efforts of a group of people 
for a special purpose: the ~ to abolish nuclear 
armaments. 5 [С] (music) principal division of 
a musical work with a distinctive structure of 
its own: the final ~ of the Ninth Symphony. 6 
[C] emptying of the bowels. 7 [U] activity (in a 
stock market, etc): not much ~ in oil shares. 

mover /'mu:va(r)/ п [С] (esp) person who 
moves(6) a proposal. 

movie /'mu:vi/ 1 [С] (informal or US) 1 
film'(3).2 the ~s, the cinema. 

mow /mou/ vt (р’ ~ed; pp ~n /moaun/ ог 
~ed) 1 cut (grass, etc) (with a 'Jawn-~er). 2 
mow down, destroy, kill, as if by mowing: 
Our men were ~n down by the enemy’s 
machine-gun fire. 
mower, person or machine that mows. 

Mr /'mista(r)/ & mister. 

Mrs /'misiz/ (used in front of the name of a 
married woman who has no other title). 

Mis /moz/ (used in front of the name of a 
woman (married or unmarried) who has no 
other title). 

much! /matJ/ (more, most. © little) adj, п 
[U] (used with sing nouns; compare many 
which is used with p/ nouns. Much can often be 
replaced by plenty (of), a lot (of), a large quan- 
tity (of), a good|/great deal (of). Much is often 
used with how, too, so, or as): There isn’t ~ 
food in the house. M~ of what you say is true. 
You have given те too ~. I thought.as ~, That 
is what I thought. Jt is as ~ your responsibility 
as mine, You and I are equaily responsible. /t 
was as ~ as he could do to (= He could do no 
more than) pay his way. a bit much, (infor- 
mal) excessive: I don’t mind taking you but it’s 
a bit ~ to expect me to pay for you. be too 
much, more than can be endured: Your in- 
solence really is too ~! (with) not/without 
so much as, not even: He left without so ~ 
as saying ‘Thank you’. how much, (a) what 
quantity: Tell me how ~ flour (= what weight) 
you want. (b) what price: How ~ is that dress? 
not much of a, not a good: He’s not ~:ef a 
singer. (not) up to much, (not) worth 
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much: / don’t think his work is up to ~, ie it is 
not good. 'so much, (a) an unspecified (of- 
ten large) quantity: so ~ money, four meals at 
'so ~ a head. (b) nothing but: His essays are 
50 ~ rubbish. not so much as, (a) not 
even: He didn’t so ~ as ask me to sit down! (b) 
less... than: He’s not so ~ rude as forgetful. 
‘Iso much for, that is all that needs to be said, 
done, etc about: 'So ~ for the organizing; now 
what about the cost? so much so that, to 
such an extent that: He’s ill—so ~ so that he 
can't get out of bed. this/that much, the 
quantity, extent, etc indicated: J will say this 
~..., [ will admit, agree, that... make much 
of, (a) understand: / didn’t make ~ of that 
lecture. (6) attach importance to; exaggerate: 


mucn; Muhammad 


'mud-guard, guard (curved cover) over.a 
wheel (of a bicycle, etc). 


muddle /'madl/ vt,vi 1 bring into a state of 


confusion and disorder; make a mess of: 
Уои’уе ~d the scheme completely. A glass of 
whisky soon ~s him. Don’t ~ (= mix) things 
up (together). 2 muddle along/on, progress: 
with no clear purpose or plan: He’s still mud- 
dling along/on. muddle through, reach the 
end of an undertaking in spite of inefficiency, 
obstacles of one’s own making, etc. on (usual- 
ly sing with a, an) confused state; confusion of 
ideas: Everything was ina~ and I couldn’ t find 
what I wanted. You have made a ~ of it, mis- 
managed it, made a mess of it. 
'muddle-headed adj confused in thought. 


muddy /'madi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 full of, 
covered with, mud: ~ roads/shoes. 2 mud- 
coloured; like mud because thick: ~ coffee. a 
vt (pt,pp -ied) fill, cover, stain, with mud: 
Yow ve muddied the carpet. 

mu-ez-zin /mu:'ezin US: mju:-/ п [С] man 
who calls the hours of prayers from the 
minaret of a mosque. 

muff /maf/ и [С] covering, open at both ends, 
(formerly) used by a woman to keep the hands 
warm; similar covering for the foot. 

muf-fin /'mafin/ n [С] light, flat, round cake, 
usually eaten hot with butter. 

muffle /'mafl/ vt 1 wrap or cover for warmth 
or protection: ~d up in a heavy overcoat. 2 
decrease the sound of something (eg a ma- 
chine) by covering it: ~d voices, eg from per- 
sons whose mouths are covered. 

muf-fler /'maflo(r)/ п [С] 1 cloth, scarf, worn 
round the neck for warmth. 2 something used 
to reduce sound: the ~ in the engine of a 
motor-vehicle. 

ти ЕЕ /'mafti/ л [С] official adviser on Mus- 
lim law. 

mug' /mag/ я [С] 1 drinking vessel with a 
handle, for use without a saucer; its contents: 
а '‘beer-~; а ~ of coffee. 2 (sl) face; mouth: 


He makes (too) ~ of his connections with rich 
people. not think much of, have a poor 
opinion of: / don’t think ~ of the new teacher. 

much? /matf/ adv 1 (modifying comparatives 
and superlatives, sometimes preceding the): 
You must work. ~ harder. This is ~ (= by far) 
the best. much more/less, (used to show 
that what has been stated applies with greater 
force to the following statement): /t is difficult 
to understand him, ~ more his wife. I didn’t 
even speak to him, ~ less discuss your prob- 
lems. 2 (modifying participles and adjectives 
such as afraid): Гат very ~ afraid that... I was 
~ annoyed. 3 (modifying a verbal phrase): It 
doesn’t ~ matter. I enjoyed it very ~. He 
doesn’t like beef ~. 4 (in phrases) much as, 
although: M~ as I should like to go, I can’t. 
how much, to what extent: How ~ does los- 
ing your job really matter? much the same, 
about the same: The patient’s condition is ~ 
the same. much to, to my, his, her, etc 
great.... M~ to her surprise/regret... too 
much, too highly: He thinks too ~ of himseif. 

much-ness /'matJnis/ п (only in) much of 
a'muchness, (almost) alike. 

muck /mak/ п [0] 1 dung; farmyard manure 
(the droppings of animals). 2 dirt; filth. make 


a muck of sth, (informal) do it badly. в vt,vi What an ugly ~ you have! 
1 muck sth up, (informal) make it dirty;do mug? /mag/ п [С] (51) fool; easily deceived 
it badly. 2 muck about, (s/) do useless or ип- person. 


mug? /mag/ vi (-gg-) mug sth up, (infor- 
mal) (try to) become familiar with informa- 
tion, etc on which one is to be tested. 

mug‘ /mag/ vt (-gg-) (5/) attack (a person) 
violently and rob (eg in a dark street, a lift, an 
empty corridor, etc). 
mug-ger, person who mugs‘. 
mug-ging, such an attack. 

mug-gins /'maginz/ п [С] (5/0 (p/ ~es) fool. 

muggy /'magi/ adj (-ier, -iest) (of the weath- 
er, etc) damp and warm; close and sticky. 


necessary things: ‘What’s he up to” —‘Oh, just 
~ing about. 3 muck out, clean out (stables, 
etc) by removing dung: She ~s out (the 
stables) every morning. 

mucky adj (-ier, -iest) dirty. 

mu-cous /'mju:kas/ adj of, like, covered 
with, mucus. 

the mucous membrane, the moist skin 
that lines the nose, mouth and food canal. 
mu-cus /'mju:kas/ п [U] sticky, slimy sub- 
stance (as) produced by the mucous mem- 


brane: Snails and slugs leave a trail of ~. muggi-ness п [0] 
mud /mad/ п [0] soft, wet earth: Rain turns Mu-ham-mad /mo'hemid/ п Prophet and 
soil into ~. his/her/your, etc name is Founder of Islam. 
. mud, he/she/you, etc are in disgrace. © also Mu-ham-madan /-an/ adj, п (of a) believer 
‚ gtick-in-the-mud. inIslam.  .. 


mulatto / murder 


Mu-ham-ma-dan-ism /ma'hemidanizam/ и 
Islam (the preferred name). 

mu-latto /mju:'letou US: mo'l-/ и [С] (pl ~s 
or ~es) (dated) person who has one parent of 
a white race and one Negroid parent. 

mul-berry /'malbor: US: -Беп/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 
tree with broad, dark-green leaves on which 
silkworms feed; its fruit (dark purple or 
white). 

mule’ /mju:l/ п [С] animal that is the offspring 
of an ass and a mare. as obstinate/ 
stubborn as а mule, very obstinate/ 
stubborn. 
mul-ish /-1{/ adj stubborn; obstinate. 
mu-lish-ly adv 
mu-lish-ness n[U] 

mule? /mju:l/ 2 [С] slipper without a heel. 

mull’ /mal/ vt make (wine, beer) into a hot 
drink with sugar, spices, etc: ~ed claret. 

mull? /mal/ vt mull sth over; mull over 
sth, think about it carefully. 

ти! [ав /'malo/n[C] Muslim expert in Islam- 
ic theology and sacred law. 

ти ет /'malit/ п [С] (p/ unchanged) kinds of 
seafish used as food: red/grey ~. 

mul-li-ga-tawny /,maligo'to:m/ и [U] (~ 
soup) highly seasoned soup with curry powder 
in it. 

mul.-lion /'malion/ п [С] vertical stone divi- 
sion between parts of a window. 

multi- /malti-/ prefix many: a multi-storey 
carpark. 

multi-far-ious {malti'feorias/ adj (formal) 
many and various: his ~ duties. 

multi-lat-eral /,malti'letoral/ adj involving 
two or more participants: ~ disarmament, 
after agreement between two or more coun- 
tries. 

multiple /'maltip!/ adj having many parts ог 
elements: a ~-choice exercise, with several 
answers given of which one is right. оп [С] 
quantity which contains another quantity an 
exact number of times: 28 isa ~ of 7. 
jleast/,lowest common 'multiple, (abbr 
LCM) least quantity that contains two or 
more given quantities exactly: 12 is the LCM 
of 3 and 4. 

multi-plex /'maltipleks/ adj having many 
parts or forms; of many elements. 

multi-pli-ca-tion /,maltipli'keifn/ и 1 [U] 
multiplying or being multiphed: The symbol 
x stands for ~. 2 [С] туапсе of this: 3 x 115 
aneasy~. 

multi-plic-ity /,malti'plisoti/ и [U] (formal) 
being great in number: а ~ of duties. 

multi-ply /'maltiplai/ ур, у? (pt,pp -ied) 1 take 
(a given quantity or number) a given number 
of times: ~ 3 by 5. 6 multiplied by 5 is 30,6 x 5 
= 30. 2 produce a large number of; make 
greater in number. 3 increase in number by 
procreation: Rabbits ~ rapidly. 

multi-storey /'malt sto:m/ adj having 
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many storeys: а ~ carpark. 

multi-tude /'maltitju:;d US: -tu:d/ n 1 [Cl 
great number (esp of people gathered to- 
gether). 2 (with the) the common people; the 
masses: policies which appeal to the ~. 3 [Ц] 
greatness of number: like the stars in ~, very 
great т number. 
multi-tud-in-ous — /,mu:!ti'tyu:dines 
-'tu:donoas/ adj great in number. 

mum! /mam/ и [С] (informal) mother. 

mum? /mam/ п Mum‘s the word! Say 
nothing about this! 

mumble /'mambl/ vt,vi say something indis- 
tinctly: The old man was mumbling away to 
himself. 

mumbo-jumbo /,mambou 'djambau/ п 
[U] (fig) meaningless language. 

mum-mify = /'mamifai/ vt (pt.pp 
preserve (a dead body) by embalming. 

mummy' /'mami/ м [С] (pi -ies) (informal) 
mother. 

mummy? /'mam1/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 body of a 
human being or animal embalmed for burial. 
2 dried-up body preserved from decay (as in 
early Egypt). 

mumps /mamps/ 7 [U] (used with a sing 
verb) contagious disease with painful swel- 
lings im the neck. 

munch /mant/ vt,vi chew with much move- 
ment of the jaw: ~ing (away at) a hard apple. 

mun-dane /man'dem/ adj 1 worldly (con- 
trasted with spiritual or heavenly). 2 dull, 
routine: ~ jobs in factories. 

mu-nici-pal /mju:'nisip!/ adj of a town or 
city having self-government: ~ buildings, eg 
the town hall, public library. 
mu-ni-ci-pally /-ph/ adv 

mu-ni-ct-pal-ity /mju:,nisi'pzleti/ м [С] (p/ 
-ies) town, city, district, with local self- 
government; governing body of such a town, 
city, etc. 

mu-nifi-cence /mju:'nifisns/ п [0] (formal) 
great generosity. 

mu-nifi-cent /mju:'nifisnt/ adj (formal) 1 
extremely generous. 2 (of a gift) large in 
amount or splendid in quality. 

mu-ni-tion /mju:'nifn/ 2 [С] (p/ except when 
used as an adjective) military supplies, esp 
guns, shells, bombs, etc: The war was lost be- 
cause of a shortage of ~s/a ~(s) shortage. с vt 
provide with munitions: ~ a fort. 

mural /'mjuorol/ adj of, like, on, a wall: a~ 
painting. оп [С] wall-painting. 

mur-der /'ms:do(r)/ и [0] unlawful killing of 
a human being on purpose; [С] instance of 
this: commit ~; guilty о] ~. get away with 
murder, (informal) do whatever one wishes 
(and not be punished). о у! 1 kill (a human be- 
ing) unlawfully and on purpose. 2 spoil by not 
having skill or knowledge: ~ a piece of music, 
play it very badly. 
mur-derer, person guilty of murder. 


US: 


-led) 
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mur-der-ess /-is/, woman murderer. 
mur-der-ous /-as/ adj planning, suggesting, 
designed for, murder: a ~ous-looking villain. 
mur-der-ous-ly adv 

murk. /ms:k/ и [0] darkness; gloom. 
murky adj (-ier, -iest) dark; gloomy: a ~y 
night; ~y coffee. 
murk.ily /-ali/ adv 

mur-mur /'ms:mo(r)/ п [С] 1 low, continu- 
ous, indistinct sound: the ~ of bees in the gar- 
den; the ~ of distant traffic|conversation from 
the next room. 2 subdued expression of feel- 
ing: They paid the higher taxes without a ~, ie 
without complaining. са vi,vt 1 make a murm- 
ur(1): a ~ing brook. 2 complain in a murm- 
ur(2): ~ against new taxes. 3 say in a low 
voice: ~ a prayer. 

muscle /'masl/ 21 [C,U] (band or bundle of) 
elastic substance in an animal body that can 
be tightened or loosened to produce move- 
ment: Don’t move a ~, stay perfectly still. 2 
(fig) authority; power: modern weapons added 
more ~ to the atiack. а vi muscle 'in (on), 
(s/) use force to get a share of something 
advantageous. 
'imuscle-bound adj having stiff muscles as 
the result of excessive exercise. 
'muscle-man /-mzn/ n [С] (p/ -men) man of 
great muscular development. 

mus-cu-lar /'maskjulo(r)/ adj 1 of the 
muscles: ~ rheumatism. 2 having strong 
muscles: а ^ man. 

muse’ /mju:z/ п [С] 1 (in Greek myth) any 
one of the nine goddesses, daughters of Zeus, 
who protected and encouraged poetry, music, 
dancing, history and other branches of art and 
learning. 2 the ~, spirit that inspires a poet. 

muse? /mju:z/ vi muse over/on/upon, 
think deeply or dreamily, ignoring what is 
happening around one: musing over memories 
of the past. 

mu-seum /mju:'ziom/ и [С] building in which 
objects illustrating art, history, science, etc are 
displayed. 

mush /тл[/ я [Ч] soft, thick mixture or mass. 
mushy adj like mush: ~ peas. 

mush-room /'mafroum US: -ru:m/ я [С] 1 
fast-growing fungus of which some kinds can 
be eaten. 2 sudden, rapid, development: the ~ 
growth of London suburbs. a vi1 gather mush- 
rooms. 2 spread or grow rapidly: English lan- 
guage schools are ~ing in Bournemouth. 

mu-sic /'mju:zik/ n[U]1 art of making pleas- 
ing combinations of sounds in rhythm and 
harmony; the sounds and composition so 
made: (as an adjective) a ~ lesson|teacher. 
face the music, © face?(2). set/put sth 
to music, provide words, eg of a poem, with 
music. 2 written or printed signs representing 
these sounds: sheet ~. 
'music-hali, (GB) place for variety enter- 
tainment (eg songs, acrobatic performances, 


murk/must 


comedians) (US = vaudevilie). С 
ити -$1ап 4, framework for holding 
sheets of printed music. | 
'imusic-stool, adjustable seat without a 
back used when playing a piano. 

mu-si-cal /'mju:zikl/ adj of, fond of, skilled 
in, music: She’s not at all ~, does not enjoy or 
understand music. ая [С] 1 musical comedy. 
2 cinema film in which music and singing have 
an essential part. 
musical 'comedy, light, amusing play with 
songs and dancing. 
:musical ‘instrument, used to play music, 
eg the piano, violin, flute. 
mu-si-cally /-kli/ adv 

mu-si-cian /mju:'zifn/ и [С] person skilled in 
playing music; composer of music. 

musk /mask/ м [0] 1 strong-smelling sub- 
stance produced in glands by male deer, used 
in the manufacture of perfumes. 2 kinds of 
plant with a smell like musk. 
'imusk-rat, (also musquash) large water ani- 
mal of N America, like a rat, valuable for its 
fur. 
'musk-rose, rambling rose with large, 
sweet-smelling flowers. 
musky adj (-ier, -iest) having the smell of 
musk. 

mus-ket /'maskit/ л [С] light gun used by 
foot-soldiers (16th to 19th centuries) now re- 
placed by the rifle. 
mus-ket-eer /,maski'tio(r)/, soldier armed 
with a musket. 

Mus-lim /'muzlim/ и believer in Islam; (used 
as an adjective) of Islam: ~ holidays. 

mus-lin /'mazlin/ и [0] thin, fine, cotton 
cloth, used for dresses, curtains, etc. 

mus-quash /'maskwof/ я [СУ] (fur of the) 
musk-rat. 

mus:sel /'masl/ л [С] (sorts of) mollusc with 
a black shell, eaten as food. 

must' /mast/ и [Ч] grape-juice before fermen- 
tation has changed it into wine. 

must? /mast strong form: mast/ auxiliary verb 
(No infinitive, no participles, no inflected 
forms; must not may be contracted to mustn't 
/‘masnt/.) 1 (expressing an immediate or fu- 
ture obligation or necessity; must not ex- 
presses a prohibition): You ~ do as yow’re told. 
Cars ~ not be parked in front of the entrance. 
We ~w't be late. (Note: compare the use of 
may to express permission and of need not to 
express non-obligation. Compare the use of 
had to for a past obligation and shall/will have 
to for a future obligation.) 2 (used to show 
what was necessary or obligatory at a time in 
the past): As he had broken it, he agreed that he 
~ buy a new one. 3 (with less emphasis on 
necessity; stressing what is desirable or advis- 
able): / ~ ask you not to do that again. 4 (ex- 
pressing certainty): Jf you try hard, you~ win 
(= will certainly win) eventually. 5 (expressing 


mustache/mysticism 


strong probability): You ~ be hungry after 
your long walk. You ~ be joking! You can’t be 
serious! 6 (indicating something unwelcome): 
Mw~ you worry her with questions, just when 
she is busy cooking the dinner! с п [С] (infor- 
mal) something that must be done, seen, 
heard, etc: Tom Stoppard’s new play isa~. 
mus-tache л > moustache. 

- mus-tard /'mastod/ n[U]1 plant with yellow 
flowers and seeds (black or white) in long, 
slender pods. 2 fine, yellow powder made 
from the seeds of this plant; this powder made 
into hot sauce. as keen as mustard, very 
keen. 

mus-ter /'masta(r)/[C] assembly or gather- 
ing of persons, esp for review or inspection. 
pass muster, be considered satisfactory. o 
vt,vi call, collect or gather together: Go and ~ 
all the men you can find. They ~ed (up) all their 
courage. 

musty /'masti/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 stale; smel- 
ling or tasting mouldy: a ~ room/book. 2 (fig) 
out-of-date: a professor with ~ ideas. 
musti-ness /'mastinos/ и [0] 

mu-table /'mju:tobl/ adj (formal) liable to 
change; likely to change. 
mu-ta-bil-ity /,;mju:to'biloti/ п [9] 

mu-ta-tion /mju:'tei{n/  [U] change; altera- 
tion; [C] instance of this: Are ~s in plants 
caused by cosmic rays? 

mute /mju:t/ adj 1 silent; making no sound: 
staring at me т ~ amazement. 2 (of a person) 
dumb. 3 (of a letter in a word) not sounded: 
The ‘b’ in‘dumb’ is ~. оп[С]1 dumb person. 2 
piece of bone or metal used to soften the 
sounds produced from a stringed instrument; 
pad placed in the mouth of a wind instrument 
for the same purpose. 5 vt muffle the sound of 
(esp a musical instrument). 

mu-ti-late /'mju:tileit US: -tol-/ vt damage 
by breaking, tearing or cutting off a necessary 
part; destroy the use of (a limb, etc). 
mu-ti-la-tion /,mju:ti'lei{n/ n [U] mutilating 
or being mutilated; [C] injury or loss caused by 
this. 

mu-ti-nous /'mju:tinos/ adj guilty of mutiny; 
rebellious: ~ sailors. 

mu-tiny /'mju:tini US: -toni/ n (р/ -ies) [U] 
(esp of soldiers and sailors) open rebellion 
against lawful authority; [С] instance of this. о 
vi (pt,pp -ied) be guilty of mutiny. 
mu-tin-eer /,mju:ti'nia(r)/, person guilty of 
mutiny. 

mut-ter /'mata(r)/ vt,vi speak in a low voice 
not meant to be heard; grumble in an indis- 
tinct voice: He was ~ing away to himself. о п 
[C] muttered speech or sound. 
mut-terer, person who mutters. 

mut-ton /'maton/ л [U] flesh of fully grown 
sheep, eaten as food. 

mu-tual /'mju:tfual/ adj 1 (of love, friend- 
ship, respect, etc) shared; (of feelings, opin- 
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ions, etc) held: in common with others: ~ 
suspicion|affection. 2 each to the other(s);-re- 
ciprocal: ~ aid. 3: common to two or more 
persons: our ~ friend Smith, ie a friend of both 
of us. 
mu-tual.-ly /-tfali/ adv 

muzzle /'mazl/[C]1 nose and mouth of an 
animal (eg dog or fox). 2 guard of straps or 
wires placed over this to prevent biting, ес. 3 
open end or mouth of a firearm: a ~-loading 
gun. о vt 1 put a muzzle on (a dog, etc). 2 (fig) 
prevent (a person, society, newspaper, etc) 
from expressing opinions freely. 

muzzy /'mazi/ adj (-ier, -iest) (of a person, 
thoughts) confused; stupid from drinking. 

my /mai/ possessive adj 1 belonging to me: 
Where’s ~ hat? 2 (as a part of a form of ad- 
dress): Yes, ~ dear. M~ dear Anne,... 3 (used 
in exclamations): M~ goodness! 

my-col-ogy /mai'kpled31/ п [U] science or 
study of fungi. 

my-nah (also my-na) /'maino/ и [С] (kinds 
of) starling of SE Asia, known for their ability 
to copy human speech. 

my: opia /mar'supia/ n[U] short-sight. 

my-opic /mai'ppik/ adj short-sighted. 

myr-iad /'miriod/ n [С] very great number 
(of). 

myrrh /ms3:(r)/ п [9] sweet-smelling, bitter- 
tasting kind of gum or resin obtained from 
shrubs, used for making incense and per- 
fumes. 

myrtle /'ms:tl/ п [С] (kinds of) evergreen 
shrub with shiny leaves and sweet-smelling 
white flowers. 

my-self /mai'self/ pron 1 (reflexive): Jhurt ~. 
(all) by myself, (a) alone. (b) without 
help. 2 (used for emphasis); / saidso~.3 Гт 
not ~ today, am not in my normal state of 
health or mind. 

mys-teri-ous /mi'stiorios/ adj full of, sug- 
gesting, mystery: a ~ visitor; a ~-looking 
parcel. 
mys-teri-ous-ly adv 

mys:tery /'mistori/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [С] some- 
thing of which the cause or origin is hidden or 
impossible to understand: The murder re- 
mained an unsolved ~. 2 [U] condition of be- 
ing secret or obscure: The origin of this tribe is 
lost in ~, It has been impossible to learn any- 
thing about it. 3 (p/) secret religious rites and 
ceremonies. 
Iimystery (play), medieval drama based on 
episodes in the life of Jesus. 

mys-tic /'mistik/ adj of hidden meaning or 
spiritual power; causing feelings of awe and 
wonder: ~ rites and ceremonies. п п [С] person 
who seeks union with God and, through that, 
realization of truth beyond men’s understand- 
ing. 
mys-ti-cal /'mistikl/ adj = mystic. 

mys-ti-cism /'mistisizom/ и [U] beliefs, ex- 
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periences, of a mystic; teaching and belief that ` 


knowledge of God and of real truth may -be 
obtained through meditation. 

mys-tify /'mistifai/ vt (рьрр -ied) puzzle; 
bewilder. 
mys-ti-fi-ca-tion  /,mistifikeifn/ м [9] 
mystifying or being mystified; [C] something 
that mystifies. 

mys-tique /mi'sti:k/ п [С] 1 puzzling 
atmosphere, impressive character of a person, 
institution, etc caused by devotion and vener- 
ation: the ~ of the monarchy in Great Britain. 
2 secret skill, etc known only to the practition- 
er (of an art, etc). 

myth /mi0/ 21 [С] story, handed down from 
olden times, eg ideas or beliefs about the early 
history of a race, explanations of natural 
events, etc. 2 [U] such stories collectively: fam- 
ous in ~ and legend. 3 [C] person, thing, etc 
that is imaginary or invented: That rich uncle 
of whom he boasts is onlya~. 

mythi-cal /'mi61k1/ adj (a) of, existing only 
in, myth: ~ical heroes. (b) imaginary: ~ical 
wealth. 

myth-ol-ogy /m1'@plod31/ п (р/ -ies) 1 [U] 
study or science of myths. 2 [U] myths collec- 
tively: Greek ~; [C] body or collection of 
myths: the mythologies of primitive races. 
mytho-logi-cal /,mi@a'lodzikl/ adj of 
mythology; unreal. 

myxo-ma-to-sis /,miksomo'tousis/ и [U] 
infectious fatal disease of rabbits. 


Nin 


№, п /en/ (p/ №5, п’ /enz/) 1 the 14th letter of 
the English alphabet. 2 (maths) indefinite 
number. 

nab /nzxb/ vt (-bb-) (informal) catch (eg a 
thief, etc): be ~bed by the police. 

na-dir /'neidio(r)/ п [С] (fig) lowest, weakest, 
point: at the ~ of one’s hopes. > zenith. 

nag' /п=д/ п [С] (informal) small horse. 

nag? /nzg/ vt,vi (-gg-) find fault with conti- 
nuously: She ~ged (at) him all day long. 
nag-ger, person who nags. 

пай /neil/ п [С] 1 layer of hard substance over 
the outer tip of a finger ('finger-nail) or toe 
(‘toe-nail). fight tooth and nail, г> fight?. 
2 piece of metal, pointed at one end and witha 
head at the other, (to be) hammered into ar- 
ticles to hold them together, or into a wall, etc. 
as hard as nails, (of a person) (a) ina first- 
rate physical condition. (b) pitiless; un- 
sympathetic. hit the пай on the head, > 
hit(1). о vt 1 make fast with a nail: ~ a lidona 
box; ~. down a carpet. пай sb down (to 
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sth), make him say clearly what he intends to 
do. 2 keep fixed (a person, his attention, etc): 
He ~ed me in the corridor. 

'inail-brush, for cleaning nails(1). 
'nail-file, small, flat file for shaping nails(1). 
'‘nail-scissors, for trimming nails(1). 
'inail-varnish/-polish, for giving a shiny 
colour to nails(1). 


naive, (also naive) /nai'i:v/ adj natural and 


innocent т speech and behaviour (eg because 
young or inexperienced): а ~ girl; ~ remarks. 
naive-ly adv 

naiveté, naivety /nari:viti/ n [U] being 
naive; [C] naive remark, etc. 


naked /'neikid/ adj1 without clothes on: as ~ 


as the day he was born. 2 without the usual 
covering: a ~ light, without a lampshade, etc. 
see sth with the naked eye, without 
using a microscope, telescope or other aid. 
the naked truth, not disguised. 

naked-ly adv 

naked-ness n[U] 


name!’ /neim/ 71 [С] word(s) by which a per- 


son, animal, place, thing, etc is known and 
spoken to or of: The teacher knows all the pu- 
pils in his class by ~. in the name of, (a) 
with the authority of: Stop in the ~ of the law! 
(6) in the cause of (used when making an ар- 
peal): In the ~ of common sense, what are you 
doing? call sb names, call him insulting 
names (eg liar, coward). not have a penny 
to one’s name, be without money. take 
sb‘s пате in ‘vain, use a name disrespect- 
fully. 2 (sing only) reputation; fame: have a~ 
for being honest. make/win a name for 
oneself, become well-known. 3 [C] famous 
person: the great ~s of history. 

'name-day, (a) day of the Saint whose name 
one was given at christening. (b) Saint’s Day 
(in the RC Church). 

'iname-dropping, the practice of casually 
mentioning the names of important people (as 
if they were friends) to impress people. Hence, 
'iname-drop vi (-pp-). 

'пате.заКе, person or thing with the same 
name as another. 


name? /neim/ vt 1 give a name to: They ~d 


the child John. > first/given name. name sb 
after sb, give him the same name. 2 say the 
names(s) of: Can you ~ all the plants and trees 
in this garden? 3 make an offer of (price, etc): 
N~ your price, Say what price you want. 4 
state (what is desired, etc): Please ~ the day, 
say on what date you will be willing to (eg 
marry). 5 nominate for, appoint to, a posi- 
tion: Mr X has been ~d for the directorship. 


name-less /'neimlis/ adj 1 not having a 


name; having an unknown name: а ~ grave; a 
well-known person who shall be ~, whose 
name I shall not mention. 2 too bad to be 
named: ~ vices. 


name-ly /'nermli/ adv that is to say: Only one 
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boy was absent, ~~ Harry. 

nanny /‘nen:/ п [С] (p/ -ies) woman employed 
by rich people to look after their babies and 
young children. 

nanny-goat пхп! 9э01/ пл [К] female goat. 
> billy-goat. 

nap' /nzp/ п [С] short sleep (esp during the 
day, not necessarily in bed): have/take a ~ 
after lunch. в vi (-pp-) (rare, except in) catch 
sb napping. (a) find him asleep, being lazy. 
(b) catch him unawares. 

nap? /nzp/ n [U] surface of cloth, felt, etc 
made of soft, short hairs or fibres. 

na-palm /'neipa:m/ и [U] jellied petroleum 
used in making fire-bombs. 

nape /nerp/ п [С] back of the neck. 

nap-kin /'‘nzpkin/ n [С] 1 (‘table ~), piece of 
cloth used at meals for protecting clothing, for 
wiping the lips, etc. 2 = nappy (the usual 
word). 
Inapkin-ring, ring for a person’s napkin(1). 

nappy /'nzpi/ п [С] (pl -ies) towel folded 
round a baby’s bottom and between its legs, to 
absorb excreta. 

nar-cissus /na:'sisos/ и [К] (pl ~es or -cissi 
/-sisa1/) sorts of bulb plant (daffodil, etc), esp 
the kind having heavily scented white or yel- 
low flowers in the spring. 

nar-cotic /na:'kotik/ м [С], adj 1 (kinds of 
drug) producing sleep, often dulling the senses 
and, in large doses, producing complete insen- 
sibility: Opium is a ~ (drug). 2 (person) ad- 
dicted to narcotics. 

nar-rate /no'reit/ vt tell (a story); give an 
account of: ~ one’s adventures. 
nar-ra-tion /no'rei{n/ м [U] the telling of a 
story, etc; [C] story; account of events, etc. 
nar-rator /-ta(r)/, person who narrates. 

nar-ra-tive /'nzrotiv/ и 1 [С] story or tale; 
orderly account of events; [U] (composition 
that consists of) story-telling. 2 (used as an ad- 
jective) in the form of, concerned with, story- 
telling: ~ literature, stories and novels; ~ 
poems. 

nar-row /'nzrou/ adj (-er, -est) (opposite of 
wide) 1 measuring little across in comparison 
with length: а ~ bridge. 2 small, limited: а ~ 
circle of friends. 3 with a small margin: а ~ es- 
cape from death; elected by a ~ majority. 4 
strict; exact: What does the word mean in the 
~est sense? 5 limited in outlook; having little 
sympathy for the ideas, etc, of others. ви (usu- 
ally p/) narrow strait or channel between two 
larger bodies of water; narrow place in a river 
Or pass. а vt,vi (cause to) become narrow. 
narrow-'minded adj not sympathizing 
with the ideas of others. 
narrow-'mindedly adv 
narrow-'mindedness п [0] 
nar-row-ly аду only just; with little to spare: 
He ~ly escaped drowning. 
nar-row-ness и [0] 


na-sal /'neizl/ adj of, for, in, the nose: ~ 
sounds, eg /m, п, n/. on [C] nasal sound. 
na-sal-ize (also -ise) /'neizalatz/ vt make (a 
sound) with the breath, or part of it, passing 
through the nose. 

nas-tur-tium /no'sts:[am US: nx-/ п [С] (p/ 
~s) garden plant with red, orange or yellow 
flowers and round leaves. 

nasty /па:зи US: 'nz-/ adj (-ier, -iest)- 1 
dirty; disgusting; unpleasant: medicine with a 
~ smell and a nastier taste. 2 immofal: а man 
with a ~~ mind. 3 unpleasant: а ~ temper/look 
in his eye. a nasty piece of work, (infor- 
mal) unpleasant person. 4 causing difficulty 
or danger; awkward: That’s a ~ question, an 
awkward one. 
nas-tily /-ali/ adv 
nas-ti-ness и [0] 

na-tali /'neitl/ adj of, from, birth. 

na-tion /'neifn/ и [С] large community of 
people associated with a particular territory 
usually speaking a single language and having 
a society under one government: the United 
N~s Organization. 
'na-tion-wide adj (a) throughout a nation. 
(b) concerning, expressed by, all citizens. 

na-tional /'nzfonl/ adj of the (whole) nation; 
of a particular nation: a ~ theatre, one sup- 
ported by the State; ~ pride, expressed by all 
citizens. ол [С] citizen of a particular nation: 
British ~s in Spain. 
national ‘anthem, song or hymn of a na- 
tion (eg “God Save the Queen’ in GB). 
national in'surance, (GB) State contribu- 
tions from earnings, used for health, pensions, 
unemployment pay, etc. 
national 'park, public area of land for the 
use and enjoyment of the people. 
national 'service, period of compulsory 
service in the armed forces. 
iNational 'Trust, (in GB) society founded 
in 1895 to preserve places of natural beauty or 
historic interest for the nation. 
na-tion-ally /'nzfonali/ adv 

na-tion-al-ism /'nzfanolizam/ и [U] 1 pat- 
riotic feelings, efforts, principles. 2 movement 
for political (economic, etc) independence (in 
a country controlled by another). 

na-tion-al-ist /‘nzfanolist/ м [С] supporter 
of nationalism(2): Scottish ~s. 0 adj (also 
na-tion-al-ist-ic /nzfano'listik/) favouring, 
supporting, nationalism. 

na-tion-al-ity /nzfo'nzloti/ п [C,U] (р/ -ies) 
being a member of a nation: What is your ~? 

na-tion-al-ize (also -ise) /'‘nzfanolaiz/ у! 1 
transfer from private to State ownership: ~ 
the railways. 2 make (a person) a national: ~d 
Greeks in Great Britain. 3 make into a na- 
tion: The Czechs were ~d after the war of 
1914— 18, became an independent nation. 
na-tion.al-iz-ation (also -isation) 
| nzfonelar'zerfn US: -l'z/ п [0] 
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na-tive /пешу/ п [С] 1 person born in a 
place, country, etc and associated with it by 
right of birth: a ~ of London|Wales| India| 
Kenya. 2 animal or plant natural to and hav- 
ing its origin in a certain area: The kangaroo is 
а ^ of Australia. о adj 1 associated with the 
place and circumstances of one’s birth: my ~ 
land. 2 of the natives of a place, esp non- 
European: ~ customs. 3 (of qualities) belong- 
ing to a person by nature, not acquired 
through training, by education, etc: ~ 
ability|charm. 4 native to, (of plants, ani- 
mals, etc) having their origin in: One of the ani- 
mals ~ to India is the tiger. 5 (of metals) found 
in a pure state, uncombined with other sub- 
stances: ~ gold. 

na-tiv-ity /no'tivoti/ п [С] (р/ -ies) birth, esp 
(the N~) of Jesus Christ. 
Ma'tivity Play, one about the Nativity. 

nat-ter /'nzto(r)/ vi (informal) grumble, chat- 
ter, (esp to oneself): What's she ~ing (on) 
about now? 

natu-ral /'nztfral/ adj 1 of, concerned with, 
produced by, nature: animals living in their ~ 
(=wild) state; a country’s ~ resources, its 
minerals, forests, etc. 2 of, in agreement with, 
the nature(4) of a living thing: ~ gifts/ 
abilities. 3 (of persons) born with qualities or 
powers: He’s a ~ orator, makes speeches easi- 
ly. It comes ~ to her. 4 ordinary; normal; to be 
expected: /t is ~ fora bird to fly. 5 not cultivat- 
ed, exaggerated ог self-conscious: speak ina~ 
voice. 6 (music) of the normal scale of C; neith- 
er sharp nor flat. оп [C] 1 (music) natural(6) 
note. 2 a natural (for sth), (informal) per- 
son naturally expert or qualified: He’s а ~ for 
the job] the рат. 
natural 'childbirth, without anaesthesia. 
natural 'death, from age or disease, not as 
the result of an accident, murder, etc. 
natural 'forces/phe'nomena, the forces 
of nature, eg storms, thunder, lightning. 
natural 'gas, gas for fuel occurring with 
petroleum deposits, not manufactured. 
natural ‘history, botany and zoology. 
natural 'life, duration of one’s life on earth. 
natural ‘science, study of the natural 
world, eg biology, chemistry, geology. 
natural se'lection, evolutionary theory 
that animals and plants survive or become ex- 
tinct in accordance with their ability to adapt 
themselves to their environment. | 

natu-ral-ism /'nztfrolizom/ п [9] 1 accurate 
representation of nature in literature and art; 
drawing and painting of things in a way true 
to nature. 2 system of thought which rejects 
the supernatural and divine revelation and 
holds that natural causes and laws explain all 
phenomena. 

natu-ral-ist /'‘nztfralist/ п [С] 1 person who 
такез ‘а special study of animals or plants. 2 
believer in naturalism. 


natu-ral-is-tic /nztfrol'istik/ adj of natu- 
ralism: a~ painter. > abstract art. 

natu-ral-ize (also -ise) /'‘netJralaiz/ vt,vi 1 
give (a person from another country) rights of 
citizenship: ~ immigrants into the US. 2 take 
(a word) from one language into another: En- 
glish sporting terms have been ~d in many lan- 
guages, eg ‘football. 3 introduce and accli- 
тайге (an ammal or plant) into another (part 
ofa) country. 
natu-ral-iz-ation (also -isation) 
/ nztfrolai'zeifn US: -h'z-/ п 0] 

nat-ur-ally /'netfrali/ adv 1 by nature(4): 
She’s ~ musical. 2 of course; as might be ex- 
pected: ‘Did you answer her letter? —‘N~! 3 
without artificial help, special cultivation, etc: 
Her hair curls ~. 4 without exaggeration, 
pretence, etc: She speaks and behaves ~. 

na-ture /'neitfo(r)/ 1 1 [U] the whole universe 
and every created thing: /s ~ at its best in 
spring? 2 [9] force(s) controlling what hap- 
pens or exists in the physical world: Miracles 
are contrary to ~. 3[U] simple life without ci- 
vilization: a return to ~, to the simple and pri- 
mitive life before mankind became civilized. 4 
[C,U] qualities and characteristics, physical, 
mental and spiritual, which naturally belong 
to a person or thing: /t is the ~ of a dog to 
bark. & human nature; good/ill-natured. 5 
essential qualities of things: Chemists study the 
~ of gases. 6 sort, kind: Things of this ~ do not 
interest me. 

‘nature cure, treatment of disease using 
natural remedies (sunlight, diet, exercise). 
‘nature study, (at school) the study of ani- 
mals, plants, etc. 

na-tur-ism /'neit{orizom/ п [0] = nudism. 
na-tur-ist /-151/ п [С] = nudist (the more usu- 
al word). 

naught /no:t/ м nothing, esp in the phrases: 
care naught for, have no interest in; con- 
sider worthless. come to naught, fail. 

naughty /'no:ti/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of chil- 
dren, their behaviour, etc) bad; wrong; dis- 
obedient; causing trouble. 2 taking pleasure in 
shocking, intended to shock, people: ~ 
stories; ~ words, swear words. 

naught-ily /-ali/ adv 

naughti-ness л [0] 

nausea /'no:sio US: 'no:fa/ п [9] feeling of 
sickness or disgust: be overcome by|filled with 
~ after eating octopus|/at the sight of cruelty to 
animals. 

naus-eate /'no:siert US: 'no:3-/ vt cause 
nausea: a nauseating sight. 

naus-eous /'no:sies US: 'no:fas/ adj 

nauti-cal /'no:tikl/ adj of ships, sailors or 
navigation: ~ terms, used by sailors. 
nautical mile, sixtieth of a degree(1), 2025 
yards (= 1852 metres). 

na-val /‘nervi/ adj of a navy; of warships: ~ 
officers/battles. 
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nave /пегу/ п [С] central part of a church 
where the people sit. 

na-vel /'nervl/ п [С] mark in the surface of the 
belly (left by the detachment of the umbilical 
cord). 

navi-gable /'nzvigobl/ adj 1 (of rivers, seas, 
etc) suitable for ships: The Rhine is ~ from 
Strasbourg to the sea. 2 (of ships, etc) that can 
be steered and sailed: not та ~ condition. 

navi-gate /'nzvigeit/ vt,vi 1 plot the course, 
find the position, etc of a ship or aircraft, us- 
ing charts and instruments. 2 steer (a ship); pi- 
lot (an aircraft). 3 sail over (a sea); sail up or 
down (a river). 4 (fig) direct: ~ a Bill through 
the House of Commons. | 
navi-gator /-ta(r)/, (а) person who navi- 
gates(1). (b) sailor with skill and experience 
who has taken part in many voyages. 

navi-ga-tion /nzvi'geifn/ и [0] 1 the act, 
science, of navigating. 2 the making of voy- 
ages on water or of journeys through the air. 

navy /'nervi/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 а country’s war- 
ships. 2 the officers and men of a country’s 
warships: join the ~. 

navy 'blue, dark blue. 

пеар /ni:p/ л [С] (also '~-tide) tide when high 
water is at its lowest level of the year. 

Ne-an-der-thal /ni:'endota:l/ adj (also ~ 
man), extinct type of man of the stone age. 

Nea-poli-tan /,n10'ppliten/ п, adj 1 (inhabi- 
tant) of Naples. 2 (small п) with many flav- 
ours and colours: ~ ice-cream. 

near’ /nia(r)/ adj (-er, -est) 1 not far from; 
close in space or time: The post office is quite 
~. near to, close to; almost: She was ~ to 
tears. a near miss, (also fig) not on target 
but close enough to cause damage. a near 
thing. a narrow escape (from an accident, 
etc). 2 close in relation or affection: a ~ rela- 
tion, eg a mother, a son; friends who are ~ and 
dear to us. 3 (contrasted with off) (of parts of 
animals and vehicles, etc) the left side: the ~ 
foreleg; the ~ front wheel of a car. о vt,vicome 
or draw near (to); approach: The ship was 
~ing land. He’s ~ing his end, is dying. 
near-ness п [О] 

near? /nia(r)/ adv not far; to or at a short dis- 
tance in space or time: We searched far and ~ 
(= everywhere) for the missing child. as near 
as, as Closely as: As ~ as I can guess there were 
forty people present. as near as makes no 
difference, with no difference worth con- 
sidering: They’re the same height, or as ~ as 
makes no difference. near at hand, © 
hand'(1). nowhere near, not nearly: She’s 
nowhere ~ as old as her husband. near ‘by, 
not far away: A good restaurant is ~ by. 

{Near 'East, variant of Middle East. 
'‘near-side, side nearest the kerb: the ~side 
lane of traffic. 

inear-'sighted adj = short-sighted (which 
is more usual). 
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near® /nia(r)/ prep (= near to) close to (in 
space, time, relationship, etc): Come and sit ~ 
me. 

near-by /'niobai/ adj not far away: а ~ res- 
taurant. > near by at near’. 

near-ly /'nioli/ adv 1 almost: [Гу ~ one 
o’clock. Гт ~ ready. & hardly, scarcely, 2 
closely: We’re ~ related, are near relations. 3 
not nearly, not at all near: J have £20, but 
that isn’t ~ enough for my fare. | 

neat /ni:t/ adj (-er, -est except 5 below) 1 (lik- 
ing to: have everything) tidy; done carefully: а 
~ worker; ~ writing. 2 simple and pleasant: a 
~ dress. 3 pleasing in appearance: a woman 
with a ~ figure. 4 cleverly said or done: a ~ 
reply|conjuring trick. 5 (of wines and spirits) 
undiluted: drink one’s whisky ~. 

neat-ly adv 

neat-ness n[U] 

"neath /ni:6/ prep (poetic) beneath. 

neb.-ula /'nebjula/ п [С] (p/ ~e |-li:/) group of 
very distant stars, mass of gas, seen in the 
night sky as a patch of light. 

nebu-lar /-4a(r)/ adj of nebulae. 

nebu-lous /'nebjules/ adj 1 = nebular. 2 
like clouds; hazy. 3 (fig) without form; vague: 
а ^^ argument. 

песе$$-аг-.Пу /,neso'serali/ adv as а neces- 
sary result: Big men are not ~ strong men. 

песе$$-агу /'nesasri US: -ser1/ adj which 
has to be done; which must be; which cannot 
be avoided: Sleep is ~ to health. Is that really 
~? Is it ~ to play your records so loudly? 

necessi-tate /ni'sesiteit/ vt (formal) make 
necessary: The increase in population ~s a 
greater food supply. 

necess:-ity /n1'sesoati/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [U] urgent 
need; circumstances that make a person do 
something: He was driven by ~ to steal food 
for his starving children. of necessity, un- 
avoidably. 2 (obligation regarded as a) natu- 
ral law that directs human life, the universe, 
etc. 3 [С] something that is indispensable: the 
necessities of life, food, clothing and shelter. 4 
[С] something which must be or happen: Js it a 
logical ~ that prices go up if wages go up? 

neck’ /nek/ п [С] 1 part of the body that con- 
nects the head and the shoulders: wrap a scarf 
round one’s ~~. neck and'neck, side by side, 
level, in a race or struggle. a pain in the 
neck, г> pain(2). break one’s neck, (fig) 
work extremely hard (to achieve something). 
2> breakneck. risk one’s neck, (informal) 
do something dangerous. stick one’s neck 
out, (informal) do or say something at the risk 
of severe criticism, pain, etc. talk through 
(the back of) one’s neck, talk, argue, 
foolishly. 2 flesh of an animal’s neck as used 
for food: ~ of lamb. 3 something like a neck in 
shape or position: the ~ of a bottle; a narrow 
~ of land; the ~ of a guitar. 

'neck-lace /-lis/, string of beads, pearls, etc 
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worn round the neck as an ornament. 
'neck-let /-lit/, ornament (eg of beads) for 
the neck. 
'neck-iine, (of fashions for women’s clothes) 
line or edge at or near the neck. 
'neck-tie, (tie is the usual word) band of 
material worn under a collar and knotted in 
front. 

neck? /nek/ vi (5/) (of young couples of oppo- 
site sex) exchange kisses, caresses and hugs: 
~ing in the park. 

nec-tar /'nekta(r)/ и [0] 1 (in Greek myth) 
the drink of the gods. & ambrosia. 2 sweet 
liquid in flowers, collected by bees. 3 (fig) any 
delicious drink. 

nec-tar-ine /‘nektorin/ я [С] kind of peach 
with thin, smooth skin and firm flesh. 

née /nei/ adj (Fr) born (put after the name of a 
married woman and before her father’s family 
name): Mrs J Smith, ~ Brown. 

need! /ni:d/ и 1 [U] circumstances in which 
something is absent when it is necessary or re- 
quires some course of action: There’s no ~ (for 
you) to start yet. There’s a great ~ for a book 
on this subject. if need be, if necessary. 2 (p/) 
something felt to be necessary: My ~s are few. 
3 [Ч] poverty; misfortune; bad circumstances: 
He helped me in my hour of ~. 
needy adj (-ier, -iest) very poor: help the poor 
and ~y. 

need? /ni:d/ auxiliary verb (no infinitive, no 
participles, 3rd person sing present tense need; 
need not may be contracted to needn't 
/‘ni:dnt/) 1 be obliged; be necessary: N~ you 
go yet? No, 1 ~n’t. 2 (indicating that although 
something may have occurred or been done in 
the past, it was or may have been unneces- 
sary): N~ it have happened? We —п’1 have hur- 
ried, We hurried but now we see that this was 
unnecessary. 
need-ful /-fl/ adj necessary: do what is ~ ful. 
need-fully /-fali/ adv 
need-less adj unnecessary: ~/less work/ 
trouble. Needless to say..., It is not neces- 
sary to say or add... 
need-less.-ly adv 

need? /ni:d/ vt 1 want; require: Does he ~ any 
help? Гт here if you~ me. 2 be under a neces- 
sity or obligation: / agree that they ~ to be told 
about the arrangement. 3 deserve; ought to 
have: What he ~s isa slap! 

needle /'ni:dl/ п [С] 1 small, thin piece of pol- 
ished steel, pointed at one end and with a 
small hole at the other end for thread, used in 
sewing and darning. look for a needle та 
'haystack, search hopelessly. as sharp as 
a needle, very observant. > pins and 

_ needles. 2 long, thin piece of polished wood, 
bone or metal (without an eye), with a pointed 
end (for knitting) or a hook (for crocheting). 3 
thin steel pointer in a compass, showing mag- 
netic north; similar pointer in a telegraphic in- 


strument. 4 something like a needle(1) in 
shape, appearance or use (eg the thin, pointed 
leaves of pine-trees; a sharp, pointed peak or 
rocky summit; the long, sharp, end of a 
syringe used for giving injections). 5 stylus 
used in recording and playing records. 6 tall 
slender monument: Cleopatra’s ~, in Lon- 
don. о vt 1 sew, pierce, operate on, with a 
needle. 2 (informal) annoy, make angry. 
'needle-craft/-work, sewing; embroidery. 

needs /ni:dz/ adv (now used only with must) 
needs ‘must, circumstances may compel из 
(to do something). must 'needs, (dated) 
foolishly insists or insisted: He must ~ go 
away just when I want his help. 

ne’ er /nea(r)/ adv (poetic) never. 

ne’er-do-well /'neo du: wel/ и [С] (dated) 
useless person. 

ne-gate /ni'geit/ vt (formal) deny; make null 
and void. 

ne-ga-tion /ni'geifn/ я [U] 1 act of denying, 
refusing: Shaking the head is a sign of ~. 2 ab- 
sence of any positive or real quality or mean- 
ing. 

nega-tive /'negotiv/ adj 1 (of words and 
answers) showing по or not: give a ~ answer. 
> affirmative. 2 expressing the absence of any 
positive character; that stops, hinders or 
makes powerless: ~ criticism, that does not 
help by making constructive suggestions. > 
positive(3). 3 (maths) (of a number or quan- 
tity) less than zero, to be subtracted from 
others. 4 (electricity) of the sort carried by 
electrons: the ~ plate т a battery. > posi- 
tive(6). 5 (photography) having the lights and 
shades of the actual scene reversed: ~ film. on 
[C] 1 word or statement that denies: ‘No’, ‘no?’ 
and ‘neither are ~s. The answer is in the ~, is 
‘No’. 2 (maths) minus quantity (eg — 5х). 3 
developed film etc on which lights and shades 
are reversed. 0 vt 1 prove (a theory, etc) to be 
untrue: Experiments ~d his theory. 2 reject; 
refuse to accept; neutralize (an effect). 
nega-tive-ly adv 

ne-glect /ni'glekt/ vt‘1 pay no attention to; 
give no or not enough care to: ~ing one’s 
studies|children|health. 2 omit or fail (to do 
something): He ~ed to say ‘Thank yow.an 
[U] neglecting or being neglected: ~ of duty. 
The garden was ina state of ~. 
ne-glect-ful /-fl/ adj in the habit of ne- 
glecting things: ~ ful of her appearance. 

nég-ligé, mneg-li-gee /тедизе US: 
snegli'ze1/ n [СО] loose, informal, often trans- 
parent, dress. 

neg-li-gence /'neglidzons/ и [U] 1 careless- 
ness; failure to take proper care or precau- 
tions: The accident was due to ~. 2 neglected 
condition or appearance. 

neg-li-gent /'neglidzant/ adj taking too little 
care; guilty of neglect: He was ~ in his work/~ 
of his duties. 


negligible /-ness 


neg-li-gent-ly adv 

neg-li-gible /'neglidzabl/ adj of little or no 
importance or size: a ~~ quantity. 

ne-go-ti- able /ni'gaufabl/ adj 1 that can be 
negotiated(2): [5 the dispute ~? 2 that can be 
changed into cash, or passed from person to 
person instead of cash: ~ securities, eg che- 
ques. 3 (of roads, rivers, etc) that can be 
passed over or along. 

ne-go-ti-ate /nrgoufieit/ vi,vt 1 discuss, 
confer, in order to come to an agreement: 
We've decided to ~ with the employers about 
our wage claims. 2 arrange by discussion: ne- 
gotiating a sale/a [оап[а treaty/peace. 3 get or 
give money for (cheques, etc). 4 get past or 
over: This is a difficult corner for any car to~w. 
ne-go-ti-ator /-ta(r)/, person who negotiates. 

ne-go-ti-ation /ni,goufi'efn/ п [C,U] nego- 
tiating: enter into/startjcarry on ~s with him. 
Price is amatter of ~. 

Ne-gress /'ni:gris/ n [С] Negro woman ог 
girl. 

Ne-gro /'ni:grau/ п [С] (р! ~es) member (or, 
outside Africa, descendant) of one of the 
black African races south of the Sahara. 

Ne-groid /'ni:groid/ adj of Negroes or the 
Negro race. ои[С] = Negro (the usual word). 

neigh /nei/ vi, п [С] (make the) cry of a horse. 

neigh-bour (US = -bor) /'nerba(r)/ и [С] 1 
person living in a house, street, etc near an- 
other: We’re nextdoor ~s, Our houses are side 
by side. 2 person, thing or country that is 
near(est) another: Britain’s nearest ~ Is 
France. 
neigh-bour-ing adj nearby; next door: ~ing 


countries] villages. 

neigh-bour-ly (US = -bor-) adj’ kind; 
friendly. 

neigh-bour-liness (US = -bor-) м [U] 
friendly feeling, help. 

neigh-bour-hood (US = -bor-) 


|'netbahud/ п [С] 1 (people living in a) district; 
area near the place, etc referred to: There’s 
some beautiful scenery in our ~. He lives in the 
~ of London. 2 condition of being near: He 
lost a sum in the ~ of £500. 

nei-ther /'naido(r) US: 'ni:6-/ adj, pron (used 
with.a sing noun or pron) not one nor the other 
(of two): N~ statement is true. т ~~ case can I 
agree. > either. с adv, соп] 1 neither... nor, 
not one or the other: He ~ knows nor cares 
what happened. N~ you nor I could do it. 2 
(after a negative if-clause, etc): /f you don’t go, 
~ shallI. A: ‘I don’t like it. —B:‘N~ dol. 

neo- |,ni:ou/ prefix new; revived, later: neo- 
classical. | 

neo-col-onial-ism /пЕэо Кэ|эоиэ|2эт/ 
п [9] colonialist policies of imperialist coun- 
tries to preserve supremacy in former colonies. 

neo-lithic /,ni:o'l91k/ adj of the new or later 
stone age: ~ man. 

neon /'ni:on/ п [0] colourless gas occuring in 
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small proportions in the earth’s atmosphere. . 
neon light, orange-red light produced when 
an electric current passes through this gas. 
neon sign, advertisement, etc in which neon 
light is used. 

nephew /'nevju: US: 'nefju:/ п [С] son of 
one’s brother or sister. 

nep-ot-ism /'nepatizam/ и [U] the giving of 
special favour to his relatives (esp employ- 
ment) by a person in high position. 

Nep-tune /'neptju:n US: -tu:n/ п 1 (Roman 
god of) the sea. 2 one of the farthest planets of 
the solar system. 

nerve /пз:у/ и 1 [С] fibre or bundle of fibres 
carrying impulses of feeling and motion be- 
tween the brain and all parts of the body. 2 (p/) 
condition of being easily excited, worried, irri- 
tated: He is suffering from ~s. a bundle of 
nerves, very nervous person. get on one’s 
nerves, annoy: That noise/man gets on ту 
~s. 3[U] quality of being bold; courage: A test 
pilot needs plenty of ~. have the nerve to 
do sth, (a) have the necessary courage, etc. 
(b) (informal) be impudent enough: He had 
the ~ to suggest that I was cheating! have a 
nerve, (informal) be self-assured or im- 
pudent: He’s got a ~, going to work dressed 
like that! lose/regain one‘s nerve, \ose/ 
recover one’s courage, ес. с vf summon up 
(one’s strength) (physical or moral): ~ oneself 
fora task. 
‘nerve-cell, ceil that transmits impulses in 
nerves(1). 
Inerve-centre, (a) group of nerve-cells. (b) 
(fig) centre of power or control. 
Inerve-gas, poisonous gas that affects the 
nervous system. 
Inerve-racking, causing great worry; need- 
ing great courage. 
nerve-less adj (a) confident, not nervous. 
(b) without strength or spirit; without energy: 
The knife fell from his ~less hand. 
nerve-less-ly adv 

nerv-ous /'n3:vas/ adj 1 of the nerves(1): the 
~ system. 2 easily excited, afraid, timid: Are 
you ~ in the dark? 
nervous 'breakdown, mental illness with 
exhaustion and severe loss of self-control and 
confidence. 
nervous ‘energy, (informal) energy рго- 
duced in an excitable, sometimes un- 
controlled, state. 
‘nervous system, nerves(1) and nerve- 
centres as a whole. 
ner-vous-ly adv 
ner-vous-ness л [0] 

nervy /'ns:vi/ adj (informal) suffering from 
nervous(2) strain. 

ness /nes/ n[C] (usually in place names) head- 
land. 

-ness /-nis/ suffix (adjective + ~ = поип) а 
quality, state, character: dryness; silliness. 
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nest /nest/ п [С] 1 place made or chosen by a 

“bird for its eggs. 2 place in which certain living 
things have and keep their young: a'wasps’ ~. 
3 comfortable place: make a ~ of cushions. 4 
number of like things (esp boxes, tables) fit- 
ting one inside another. 5 (fig) shelter; hiding- 
place; secluded retreat: a ~ of crime|vice/ 
pirates. о vimake and use a nest: The swallows 
are ~ing in the woodshed. 

'nest-egg, (fig) sum of money saved for fu- 
‘ture use. 

nestle /'nesl/ vi,vi 1 settle comfortably and 
warmly: ~ (down) among the cushions. 2 press 

oneself lovingly to: The child was nestling 
closely against|~d up to her mother. 

nest-ling /'nestlin/ п [С] bird too young to 
leave the nest. 

net’ /net/ » [U] open material of knotted 
string, hair, wire, etc; [C] such material made 
up for a special purpose: а ‘hair-~; а 
mos'quito-~, for use over a bed; 'fishing-~s; 
‘tennis ~s. 0 vt (-tt-) 1 catch (fish, animals, 
etc) with or in a net. 2 cover with a net or nets: 
~ strawberries. 3 put nets in place in: ~ a 
river. 

'net-ball, game for teams of girls or women 
in which a ball has to be thrown so that it falls 
through a net fastened to a ring on the top of a 
post. 

'inet-work (a) complex system of lines that 
cross: a ~work of railways/canals. (№) con- 
nected system: an intelligence/spy ~work. 

net’, nett /net/ adj remaining when nothing 
more is to be taken away: ~ price, off which 
discount is not to be allowed; ~ profit, when 
working expenses have been deducted; ~ 
weight, excluding the weight of the container, 
packing, etc. с vf (-tt-) gain as a net profit; 
He ~ted £5 from the deal. 

nether /'nedo(r)/ adj (archaic) lower: the ~ 
regions| world, the world of the dead; hell. 

nett © net’. 

net-ting /'netin/ n [0] 1 making or using 
nets. 2 net of string, thread or wire. 

nettle /'netl/ п (С] common wild plant which 
has on its leaves hairs that sting and redden 
the skin when touched. с vt 1 sting (oneself) 
with nettles. 2 (fig) make angry; annoy: She 
looked ~d by my remarks. 

'‘nettle-rash, red patches on the skin (like 
those) caused by nettles. 

net-work © net’. 

neu-ral /'njuorel US: 'nuor-/ adj of the 
nerves(1). 

neur.al-gia /nju'reld3a US: nu-/ n{U] sharp, 
nervous pain, esp of the face and head. 
neur-al-gic /-d3ik/ adj 

neu-rologist /njuo'rpledzist US: по-/ n [С] 
expert in, student of, neurology. 

neur-ol-ogy /njua'rpled31 US: nu-/ п [9] 
branch of medical science that is concerned 
with nerves. 


nest/new 


neur-osis /nju'rousis US: nu-/ п [С] (р! -ses 
/-si:z/) disturbance in behaviour, bodily activ- 
ity, etc caused by disorders of the nervous 
system or by something in the subconscious 
mind. 

neur-otic /nju'rotik US: nu-/ adj 1 (of a per- 
son) suffering from a neurosis; abnormally 
sensitive, excited. 2 (of a drug) affecting the 
nervous system. ом К] neurotic person or 
drug. 

neu-ter /'nju:ta(r) US: 'nu:-/ adj 1 (gram) (of 
gender) neither feminine nor masculine. 2 (of 
plants) without male or female parts. 3 (of in- 
sects, eg worker ants) sexually undeveloped; 
sterile. оп [С]1 neuter noun or gender. 2 sexu- 
ally undeveloped insect; castrated animal: My 
cat is an enormous ginger ~. п vt castrate: a 
~ed cat. 

neu-tral /'nju:tral US: 'nu:-/ adj 1 taking 
neither side in a war or quarrel: ~ nations. 2 
belonging to a country that remains neutral in 
war: ~ Jterritory/ships. 3 having no definite 
characteristics; not clearly one (colour, etc) or 
another: ~ tints. 4 (chemistry) neither acid 
nor alkaline. 5 (of gear mechanism) of the 
position in which no power is transmitted: 
leave a car in ~ веаг. о п [С] 1 neutral person, 
country, etc. 2 neutral position of gears: slip 
the gears into~w. 
neu-tral-ity /nju:'treloti US: nu:-/ п [0] state 
of being neutral, esp in war. 
neu-tral-ize (also -ise) /-а12/ vt (a) make 
neutral; declare by agreement that (a place) 
shall be treated as neutral in war. (b) take 
away the effect or special quality of, by using 
something with an opposite effect or quality: 
~ize a poison. 
neu-tral-iz-ation (also -isation) /,nju‘tra- 
lai'zerfn US: nu:treli'z-/ п [0] 

neu-tron /'nju:tron US: 'nu:tron/ и [С] par- 
ticle carrying no electric charge, of about the 
same mass as a proton, and forming part of 
the nucleus of an atom. 

never /'neva(r)/ adv 1 at no time; on no occa- 
sion: He has ~ been abroad. N~ in all my life 
have I heard such nonsense! Such a display has 
~ been seen before. 2 (used as an emphatic 
substitute for not): That will ~ do, isn’t good 
enough at all. Never mind! Don’t worry! 

never-more /,neva'mo:(r)/ adv never again. 

never-the-less /пеуэбоЦез/ adv, conj 
however; in spite of that; still: There was no 
news; ~, She went on hoping. 

new /nju: US: nu:/ adj (-er, -est) 1 not exist- 
ing before; seen, heard of, introduced, for the 
first time; of recent origin, growth, manu- 
facture, etc: а ~ invention|film|novellidea; the 
newest (= latest) fashions. as ood as 
'new, in very good condition. 2 already in ex- 
istence, but only now seen, discovered, etc: 
learn ~ words in a foreign language. 3 new 
to, unfamiliar with; not yet accustomed to: / 


newly /niggle 


am ~ to this town. new from, recently ar- 
rived from: a typist ~ from school. 4 (with the) 
later, modern, having a different character. 5 
beginning again: а ~ life after a divorce. 0 adv 
(preceding, joined or hyphened to, the word it 
qualifies) recently: '~born; '~-laid; ,~-laid 
leggs. 

'new-comer, person who has recently аг- 
rived in a place. 

'inew-fangled, recently in use or fashion 
(and, Гог this reason, disliked by some): ,~- 
fangled ideas. 

new 'Moon, (period of the) moon seen as а 
crescent after being invisible. 

iNew 'Testament, second part of the Bible, 
containing the life and teachings of Christ. 
‘new town, one for the population from 
overcrowded cities. 

the |New 'World, М andS America. 

new year, coming year or one recently be- 
gun. 

iNew Year's 'Day, | January. 

iNew Year's 'Eve, 31 December. 
new-ness и [0] 

newly /'nju:li US: 'nu:li/ adv 1 recently: а ~ 
married couple. 2 in a new, different way: ~ 
arranged furniture. 

'newly-weds л p/ newly married couple(s). 

news /nju:z US: nu:z/ п pl (used with a sing 
verb) new or fresh information; report(s) of 
what has most recently happened: What’s the 
latest ~? Here are the ~ headlines. Here are 
some interesting pieces|bits of ~. That's по ~ 
to me, I already know that. Мо news is 
'good news, Absence of information means 
we, you, etc can continue to be optimistic. 
'Inews-agent, shopkeeper who sells news- 
papers, periodicals, etc. 

'news-flash, important piece of broadcast 
news. 

'news-letter, letter or circular sent out to 
members of a society, etc. 

'Inews-paper, printed publication, usually 
issued daily, with news, advertisements, etc. 
'news-print, paper for printing newspapers. 
'news-reel, short film of news. 
'news-stand, stall for the sale of news- 
papers, etc. 

'inews-worthy adj sufficiently interesting 
for reporting, eg in a newspaper. 

newt /nju:t US: nu:t/ п [С] (kinds of) small 
animal like a lizard which spends most of its 
time in the water. 

next /nekst/ adj, п [U] 1 coming immediately 
after, in order or space: Take the ~ turning to 
the right. Miss Green was the ~ (person) to ar- 
rive. the next best (thing), that which is 
chosen or accepted if the first choice fails: 
There are no tickets left for the Circus: the ~ 
best thing is the Zoo. 2 close to; at the side of: 
the chair ~ to mine; sit ~ to the fire. next to 
nothing. scarcely anything; almost nothing: 
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She earns ~ to nothing. next: door, > 
door(1). next of kin, > kin. 3-(of time; the 
15 needed if the reference is to a time that is fu- 
ture in relation to a time already mentioned): / 
shall go there ~ Friday|week| year. We arrived 
in Turin on a Monday, the ~ day we left for 
Rome. Is he coming this weekend (ie the com- 
ing weekend) or ~ weekend (ie the following 
weekend)? o adv 1 after this/that; then: What 
are you going to do ~? When I ~ saw her she 
was dressed in green. come next, follow: 
What comes ~? What’s the next thing (to do, 
etc)? 2 (used to express surprise or wonder): 
Whatever will he be saying ~? 

nib /nib/ и [С] split metal part (to be) inserted 
in a pen-holder. 

nibble /'nibl/ vt,vi 1 take tiny bites: rabbits 
nibbling carrots. 2 (fig) show some willingness 
to accept (an offer), agree (to a suggestion, 
etc), but without being definite. о n [С] act of 
nibbling: / felt a ~ at the bait. 

nice /nais/ adj (-r, -st) 1 (contrary to nasty) 
pleasant; agreeable; kind; friendly; fine: a ~ 
day; ~ weather; а ~ little girl; medicine that is 
not very ~ to take. nice and..., pleasant be- 
cause...: ~ and warm by the fire. 2 needing 
care and exactness; sensitive; subtle: ~ shades 
of meaning. 3 (ironic) difficult; bad: You’ ve got 
us into a ~ mess. 4 moral; conscientious: He’s 
not too ~ in his business methods. 
nice-ly adv (a) in a nice manner. (b) (infor- 
mal) very well: The patient is doing ~ly, is 
making good progress. 
nice-ness n[U] 

nicety /'naisati/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [U] accuracy; ex- 
actness: ~ of judgement. 2 [С] delicate distinc- 
tion: the niceties of criticism. 

niche /nitf/ л [С] 1 (usually shallow) recess 
(often with a shelf) in a wall, eg for a statue or 
ornament. 2 (fig) suitable or fitting position: 
He found the right ~ for himself in the Civil 
Service. 

nick’ /nik/ и [С] 1 small V-shaped cut. 2 in 
the nick of 'time, only just in time. 3 (s/) 
prison. о vt make a nick(1) in. 

nick? /nik/ п (s/) (only in) in good/poor 
nick, in good/poor health or condition. 

nickel /'nikl/ 11 [U] hard, silver-white metal 
(symbol Ni) used in alloys. 2 [C] coin used in 
the US, value 5 cents. с vt (-Il-, US = -1-) coat 
with nickel. 

nick-nack /'niknzk/n[C] = knick-knack. 

nick-name /'nikneim/ и [С] name given in 
addition, altered from or used instead of the 
real name (eg Fatty for a fat boy). с vt give a 
nickname to: They ~dhim ‘Spotty’. 

nic-otine /'nikati:n/ и [U] poisonous, oily 
substance in tobacco leaves. 

niece /ni:s/ и [С] daughter of one’s brother or’ 
sister. 

niggle /'nig]/ vi, у! 1 give too much time or at- 
tention to unimportant details; complam: 
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about trivial‘matters. 2 irritate: Her bad man- 
ners ~dme. 
nig-gling adj small, unimportant but annoy- 
ing, 

nigh /nai/ adv, prep (-er, -est) (archaic and 
poetic) near (to). 

night /nait/ п [С] dark hours between sunset 
_and sunrise or twilight and dawn: in/during the 
^^; on Sunday ^^; on the ~ of Friday, the 13th 
of June. night after ‘night, for many nights 
in.succession. ай night (long), throughout 
the night. night and day, continuously: 
travel ~ and day for a week. at night, (a) 
when night comes. (b) during the night: 6 
o'clock at ~, 6pm. by night, during the 
night: travel by ~. have a good/ bad 
night, sleep well/badly. make a night of 
it, spend all night in pleasure-making, eg at a 
party. spend the night with, (a) stay asa 
guest during the night. (b) sleep with. > also 
stand'(7). 
'night-club, club open until the early hours 
of the morning to members for dancing, sup- 
per, entertainment, etc. 
'night-dress, long, loose dress worn by a 
woman or child in bed. 
'inight-fall, the coming of night; evening. 
Inight-gown, = nightdress. 
'Inightie, 'nighty, (informal) = nightdress. 
night life, entertainment, eg cabaret, night- 
clubs, available in a town late at night: the ~ 
life of London. 
'Inight-long adj lasting the whole night. 
Inight-mare_ /-теэ(г)/, (a) frightening 
dream. (b) haunting fear; memory of a horr- 
ible experience: Travelling on those bad moun- 
tain roads was a~mare. 
Inight-school, one giving lessons in the 
evening. 
Inight-time, time of darkness. 
inight-'watch, (person or group keeping) 
watch by night. 
inight-'watchman /-тэп/, man employed 
to keep watch (eg in a factory) at night. 
night-ly adj, adv (taking place, happening, 
existing) in the night or every night, 

night-in-gale /пашюдей/ и [С] small, 
reddish-brown bird that sings sweetly by night 
as well as by day. 

nil /nil/ п nothing: The result of the football 
match was 3—0 (say ‘three-~’). 

nimbie /'nimbl/ adj (-r, -st) 1 quick-moving; 
agile: as ~ as a goat, very nimble. 2 (of the 
mind) sharp; quick to understand. 

nim-bly /'‘nimbli/ adv 

nim-bus /'nimbos/ п [С] (p/ ~es or -bi /-ba1/) 
1 bright disc round or over the head of a saint 
(in a painting, etc). 2 rain cloud. 

nin-com-poop /пшКэтри:р/ и [С] foolish, 
unintelligent person. 

nine /паш/ adj, п [С] (of) 9: He’s ~ (years old). 
&.stitch(2). 


nine-teen /,nain'ti:n/ adj, п [С] (of)19. (talk) 
nineteen to the dozen, (talk) continously. 
nine-teenth /,nain'ti:n6/ adj, п [С] (abbr 
19th) (of) one of 19 parts or the next after 18. 
nine-ti-eth /'naimtis0/ adj, п [С] (abbr 90th ) 
(of) one of 90 parts or the next after 89. 
ninety /'namti/ adj, п [C] (р/ -ies) (of) 90. 
ninety-nine times out of a hundred, а1- 
most always. in the nineties, (a) (of a per- 
son’s age, temperature, speed, etc) between 89 
and 100. (b) between ’89 and ’00 in acentury. 
ninth /nain6/ adj, п [С] (abbr 9th) (of) one of 9 
parts or the next after 8. 

nine-pins /'nampinz/ n р/ (used with a sing 
verb) 1 game in which a ball is rolled along the 
floor at nine bottle-shaped pieces of wood. 2 
(sing) one of these pins. 

ninny /'nini/ 2 [С] (p/ -ies) (dated) fool. 

nip /nip/ vt,vi (-pp-) 1 pinch; press hard (eg 
between finger and thumb, or with the claws 
as a crab does, or with the teeth as a dog or 
horse does): He ~ped his finger in the door. 2 
(of frost, wind, etc) stop the growth of; 
damage. nip sth in the bud, stop its (bad) 
development. 3 bite; pinch. 4 (informal) 
hurry: ГИ ~ on ahead and open the door. an 
[C] 1 sharp pinch or bite. a (cold) тр in the 
air, sharp feeling of frost. 2 small drink (esp 
of spirits): a~ of brandy. 
nip-ping adj (of the air or wind) sharp; biting 
cold. > nippy. 

nip-per /'nipo(r)/ п [С] 1 (pl) (informal) 
pincers, forceps or other tool for gripping. 2 
claw of acrab, etc. 3 (informal) small child. 

nipple /'nipl/ пл [С] 1 part of the breast 
through which a baby gets its mother’s milk; 
similar small projection on the breast of a hu- 
man male. (Note: teat is used for other mam- 
mals.) 2 something like a nipple: greasing ~s 
in an engine. 

nippy /'nipi/ adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) biting 
cold. 

nir-vana /nia'va:no/ n [U] (Buddhism) state 
after death in which the individual becomes 
part of the supreme spirit (God). 

nisi /'naisai/ conj (Latin, legal) unless. 
de,cree 'nisi, > decree. 

nit’ /nit/ п [С] egg of a louse or other parasitic 
insect (eg as found in the human hair). 

nit? /nit/n[C] (informal) = nitwit. 

ni-trate /'naitreit/ и [СО] salt formed by the 
chemical reaction of nitric acid with an alkali, 
esp potassium ~ and sodium ~, used as ferti- 
lizers. 

ni-tric /'naitrik/ adj of, containing, nitrogen. 
nitric 'acid, (symbol HNO,), clear colour- 
less, powerful acid that eats into and destroys 
most substances. 

ni-tro-gen /'naitradzan/ п [U] gas (symbol 
N) without colour, taste or smell, forming 
about four-fifths of the earth’s atmosphere. 

ni-tro-glycer-ine, -glycerin. /,naitrou- 


nitwit /nominate 


‘'ghisori:zn US: -rin/ и [9] powerful explosive 
made by adding glycerine to a mixture of 
nitric and sulphuric acids. 

nit-wit /'nitwit/ л (С] (informal) unintelligent 
person. 

nix /niks/ п [9] ($0) nothing. 

no’ /nau/ adj 1 not one; not any: She had ~ 
money. N~ two men think alike. N~ other 
man could do the work. no end of, > 
end'(3). 2 (implying the opposite of the fol- 
lowing word): He’s ~ friend of mine. 3 (in the 
pattern: there + to be + no + ...ing): There’s 
~ saying (= It is impossible to say) what he’ll 
be doing next. 4 (in commands, etc): N~ 
smoking, Smoking is not allowed. No way! 
(s/) Certainly not! be no good/use, useless: 
Its ~ good worrying about her now. by no 
means, & means'. in no time (at all), > 
time'(6). 
ino-'claims bonus, reduction in insurance 
costs because not claim has bee made. 
no-'go, (informal) impossible to do (success- 
fully). 
ino-'go area, (informal) (usually urban) area 
barricaded to prevent the police or security 
force from entering. 
'no-man’s-land, (in war) ground between 
the fronts of two opposing armies. 
‘no-one, 'no one, pron = nobody. 

no? /nou/ adv (used with comparatives): We 
went ~ farther than (= only as far as) the 
bridge. I have ~ more money. а particle (oppo- 
site of ‘Yes’): Is it Monday today? N~ й 15771. 0 
п [С] word or answer no; refusal; negative 
vote. never/not take no for an answer, 
refuse to give up trying. The noes /nouz/ 
have it, Those voting ‘no’ are in the majority. 

nob /novb/ п [С] (5) member of the upper 
classes; person of high rank. 

nobble /'nvbl/ vz (s/) 1 interfere with (a race- 
horse) to lessen its chance of winning. 2 (infor- 
mal) get the attention of (in order to gain an 
advantage, etc). 3 (informal) get something 
dishonestly or by devious means. 

no-bil-ity /nou'biloti/ п [0] 1 quality of being 
noble; noble character, mind, birth, rank. 2 
(usually with the) the nobles as a class: a mem- 
ber of the~. 

noble /'noubl/ adj (-r, -st) 1 of high rank, title 
or birth: а man of ~ rank/birth. 2 having, 
showing, impressive character and qualities: a 
~ leader; ~ sentiments. 3 splendid; that ex- 
cites admiration: a building planned оп a ~ 
scale. оп [С] person of noble birth. 
поЫе-тап, peer; peeress. 
nobly /'noubli/ adv in a noble manner; splen- 
didly. 

no-body /'naoubedi/ pron (pi -ies) 1 [U] not 
anybody; no person: We saw ~ we knew. He 
said he would marry me or ~. N~ could find 
their luggage. nobody else, no other person: 
I love you and ~ else. N~ else would marry 
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you, 2 (used in the sing with a or an, and in the 
pf) unimportant or unimpressive person: 
Don’t marry aw like James. 

noc-tur-nal /novk'ts:nol/ adj of, in or done, 
active, or happening in, the night: ~ birds, eg 
owls. 

noc-turne /'nokts:n/ n [С] dreamy piece of 
music. 

nod fnod/ vi,vt (-dd-) 1 bow (the head) quick- 
ly as a sign of agreement or as a familiar greet- 
ing: He ~ded to me as he passed. have a nod- 
ding acquaintance with, know (a person) 
well enough to greet but not to talk to. 2 let the 
head fall forward as if sleepy or falling asleep: 
She sat ~ding by the fire. nod off, fall asleep. 
3 indicate by nodding: He ~ded his approval. 

node /noud/ п [С] point on the stem of a plant 
where a leaf or bud grows out. 

nod-ule под US: 'nod3eal/ п [С] small 
rounded lump, knob or swelling. 
nod-ular /-la(r)/, nodu-lated /-leitid/ adj. 

Noel /nov'el/ я = Christmas (which is more 
usual). 

nog-gin /подш/ и [С] small measure, usually 
a quarter of a pint, of liquor. 

no-how /'novhau/ adv (informal) in no way; 
not at all. 

noise /noiz/ п СО] loud and unpleasant 
sound, esp when confused and undesired: the 
~ of jet aircraft. Don’t make so much ~|such а 
loud ~~! make a noise (about sth), talk or 
complain in order to get attention. o vt make 
public: И was ~d everywhere that he had been 
arrested. 
noise-less adj making little or no noise: with 
~less footsteps. 
noise-less-ly adv 

noi-some /'noisom/ adj (esp of smell) dis- 
gusting. 

noisy /'noizi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 making, ac- 
companied by, much noise: ~ children/games. 
2 full of noise: a~ classroom. 
nois-ily /-ali/ adv 
noisi-ness n[U] 

no-mad /'nsumed/ п [С] member of a tribe 
that wanders from place to place, with no 
fixed home. 
no-madic /nou'medik/ adj of nomads: a ~ic 
society. 

nom de plume /пот do 'plu:m/ м [С] (p/ 
noms de plume) (Fr) pen-name. 

no-men-cla-ture /'noumonklatfa(r)/ п [С] 
(formal) system of naming: botanical ~. 

nomi-nal /'nomml/ adj 1 existing, etc in 
name or word only, not in fact: the ~ ruler‘of 
the country. 2 inconsiderable: a ~ rent, one 
very much below the actual value of the 
property. 3 (gram) of a noun or nouns. 4 of, 
bearing, a name: ~ shares. 
nomi-nal.-ly /-noali/ adv 

nomi-nate /'nommeit/ vt 1 put forward for 
election to a position: ~ a woman for the 
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Presidency. 2 appoint to office: a committee of 
five ~d members and eight elected members. 
nomi-na-tion /nom:'neifn/ п 1 [9] nomi- 
nating; [С] instance of this: How many ~s have 
there been so far? 2 [0] right of nominating. 
nomi-na-tive /'nommativ/ adj, п [С] (gram) 
(of the) form of a word when it is the gram- 
matical subject: the ~ case, eg pronoun we. 
nomi-nee /,nomi'ni:/ 2 [С] person who is 
nominated for an office or appointment. 
non- /поп/ prefix who or which is not, does 
not, etc: 
inon-a'lignment, principle or practice of 
not joining a large group of world powers. 
inon-ag'gression, not attacking; not start- 
ing hostilities: a~ pact. 
inon-'combatant, person (esp in the armed 
forces, eg a surgeon or chaplain) who does not 
take part in the fighting. 
jnon-com'missioned adj (esp of army of- 
ficers such as sergeants and corporals) not 
holding commissions (4). 
non-com'mittal adj not committing 
oneself to a definite course or to either side (in 
a dispute, etc): give a »~-committal answer. 
inon-con'ductor, substance that does not 
conduct heat or electric current. 
inon-con'formist, (a) person, esp a Protes- 
tant, who does not conform to the ritual, etc of 
an established Church. (b) N~, (in England) 
member of a sect that has separated from the 
Church of England. 
inon-con'formity, (beliefs and practices of) 
nonconformists as a body; failure to conform. 
inon-con'tributory adj not involving con- 
tributions: а ,~-contributory 'pension scheme. 
inon-e'vent, which is not as good, etc as it 
was declared to be. 
inon-'fiction п [U] literature based on fact 
(not novels, stories, plays, which deal with fic- 
titious events and persons). 
inon-'flammable adj not inflammable. 
inon-,inter'vention, principle or practice, 
esp in international affairs, of keeping out of 
disputes. 
inon-'payment, failure or neglect to pay (а 
debt, etc). 
inon-'resident adj who does not live in: a 
\~-resident ‘landlord. а п [С] person not stay- 
ing at a hotel, etc: meals served to ~-residents. 
inon-'smoker, (a) person who does not 
smoke tobacco. (b) place, eg a train compart- 
ment, where smoking is forbidden. 
inon-'starter, (а) horse which, although en- 
tered for a race, does not run. (b) (fig) person 
who has no chance of success in something he 
is doing or decides to do. 
inon-'stick adj (eg of a pan) made so that 
food, etc will not stick to its surface. 
inon-'stop adj, adv without a stop: a ~-stop 
train from London to Brighton; fly ~-stop from 
New York to Paris. 


nomination/noon 


inon-'U adj (a) not (of the) upper class. (b) 
not fashionable. 
inon-'union adj not belonging to, not of, a 
trade union: ,~-union labour. 
inon-'violence, policy of rejecting violent 
means (but using peaceful protest, etc) to gain 
a political or social objective. 

nona-gen-ar-ian /,npnog'nearian/ и [С], adj 
(person who is) between 90 and 99 years old. 

non-cha-lance /'npnfolons/ и [9] indiffer- 
ence; unconcern. 

non-cha-lant /'nonfoalent/ adj not having, 
not showing, interest or enthusiasm. 
non.-cha-lant-ly adv 

non com-pos men-tis /поп ,kompes 
'mentis/ adj (Latin) (legal) not legally respons- 
ible because not of sound mind. 

non-de-script /'nondiskript/ п [С], adj (per- 
son or thing) not easily classed, not having a 
definite character. 

none /плп/ pron 1 not any, not one: / wanted 
some string but there was ~ in the house. ‘Is 
there any petrol left? ‘No, ~ at all” N~ of 
them has{have come back yet. none but, only: 
They chose ~ but the best. none the less, > 
less. none other than: The new arrival was 
~ other than the President (= the President 
himself). 2 (in constructions equal to an im- 
perative): N~ of that! Stop that! N~ of your 
impudence! Don’t be impudent! o adv by no 
means; in no degree; not at all: J hope you’re ~ 
the worse for that accident. 

non-en-tity /non'entoti/ п [С] (p/ -ties) 1 un- 
important person. 2 thing that does not really 
exist or that exists only in the imagination. 

none-such, non-such /'nansatJ, 'non-/ 1 
[C] person or thing without equal. 

поп-рагей /поп роте! US: -'rel/ adj, п [С] 
(formal) unique or unrivalled (person or 
thing). 

non-plus /non'plas/ vt (-ss-, US: -s-) (usual- 
ly passive) surprise or puzzle (a person) so 
much that he does not know what to do or say: 
I was completely ~sed when she said ‘No’. 

non-sense /'nonsons US: -sens/ n (with or 
without a, an but not usually p/) meaningless 
words; foolish talk, ideas, behaviour: N~/ I 
don’t believe a word of it! What ~/ 

non-sen-si-cal /non'sensikl/ adj not mak- 
ing sense: ~ remarks. 

non-such © nonesuch. 

non se-qui-tur /поп ‘sekwito(r)/ м [С] 
(Latin) (in logic) conclusion which does not 
follow from the premises. 

noodle /'nu:dl/ (usually p/) flour-paste and 
water or flour and eggs prepared in long, nar- 
row strips: chicken-~ soup. 

nook /nuk/ п [С] out-of-the-way place; hid- 
den corner: search every ~ and cranny, search 
everywhere. 

noon /nu:n/ n 12 o'clock in the middle of the 
day: at~. 


no-one/nostalgia 

..'noon-day/:tide, = noon. 

no-one, no one /'nav wan/ pron = no- 
body(1). 

noose /nu:s/ п [С] loop of rope (with a slip- 
knot) that becomes tighter when the rope is 
pulled: the hangman’s ~. put one‘s head т 
the noose, (fig) allow oneself to be caught, 
defeated. о у! catch with a noose; make a 
noose. 

nope /noup/ int (sl) No! 

nor /no:(r)/ conj 1 (after neither or not) and 
not: / have neither time ~ money for pop festi- 
vals. 2 and... not: He can’t do it; ~ can I,~ 
can you, ~ can anybody. 

nor’- /,n9:(r)/ prefix > north. 

norm /no:m/ я [С] 1 the ~, standard; pat- 
tern; type (as representative of a group when 
judging other examples). 2 (in some indus- 
tries, etc) amount of work required or expect- 
ed in a working day: fulfil one’s ~. 

nor-mal /'ns:ml/ adj in agreement with what 
is representative, usual or regular: the ~ tem- 
perature of the human body. 0 п (sing oa 
usual state, level, etc: above/below ~. 
nor-mal.ly /'no:mali/ adv 

north /no:6/ 11 the ~, one of the four cardi- 
nal points of the compass, to the left of a per- 
son facing the sunrise; part of any country 
farther in this direction than other parts: the ~ 
of England; cold winds from the ~. 2 (used as 

- an adjective) situated in, living in, of, from, the 
north: a~ wind. о adv to or towards the north: 
sailing ~. 

the North, northern area (or England, 
Wales, etc). 

the North Pole, end of the earth’s axis of 
rotation marking the farthest north. 
inorth-'east, ,north-'west (abbr NE, 
NW) п, adj, adv (sometimes, esp naut, nor’- 
east /,no:r 'i:st/, nor’-west /,no: 'west/) (re- 
gions) midway between north and east or 
north and west. 

North-north-'east, ,north-north-'west 
(abbr NNE, NNW) 2, adj, adv (sometimes, 
esp naut, nor’ -nor’-east, nor'-nor’-west ) 
(regions) midway between north and north- 
east or northwest. 

north-'easter-ly adj (a) (of wind) blowing 
from the northeast. (b) (of direction) towards 
the northeast. 

morth-'eastern /-'i:stan/ adj of, from, situat- 
ed in, the northeast. 

Morth-'wester-ly adj (a) (of wind) from the 
northwest. (b) (of direction) towards the 
northwest. 

morth:'western /-'weston/ adj of, from, 
situated in, the northwest. 

north-er-ly /'no:deli/ adj, adv 1 (of winds) 
from the north. 2 (of direction) towards the 
north; in or to the north. 

north-ern /'ns:den/ adj of, from, in, the 
north part of the world, a country, etc. _ 


424 


the ,Northern 'Hemisphere, с>_ hemi- 
sphere. 

the northern lights, the aurora borealis. 
north-erner, person born in or living in the 
north regions of a country. 
'north-ern-most = /-moust/ 
north. 

north-ward /'ns:@wad/ adj towards the 
north: ina ~ direction. 

north-wards adv: to travel ~s. 

nose’ /nsuz/ n[C]1 part of the face above the 
mouth, through which bréath passes, and 
serving as the organ of smell: hit a man on the 
~. as plain as the nose on one’s face, 
obvious. (right) under one’s ‚уегу 'поз$е, 
(а) directly in front of one. (6) in one’s 
presence, and regardless of one’s disapproval. 
cut off one’s nose to spite one’s face, 
damage one’s own interests in a fit of bad 
temper. follow one’s nose, (a) go straight 
forward. (b) be guided by instinct. keep 
one’s nose Clean, avoid trouble. lead sb 
by the nose, make him do everything one 
wants him to do. look down one’s nese at 
sb, > look down. pay through the nose, 
pay an excessive price. poke/stick one’s 
nose into (sb else’s business), ask questions,’ 
etc without being asked to do so. put sb’s 
nose out of joint, г> joint?(2). rub sb’s 
nose in it, (informal) remind him unkindly 
of his recent failure. turn one’s nose up at, 
show contempt for. 2 sense of smell: a dog with 
a good ~. 3 (fig) good sense for finding out: a 
reporter with a~ for news|scandal. > nose”. 4 
something like a nose in shape or position, eg 
the open end of a pipe or the front part of an 
aircraft. 

'nose-bag, bag for food (oats, etc) fastened 
опа horse’s head. 

'nose-bleed, bleeding from the nose. 
'nose-cone, most forward section of a rock- 
et or guided missile, usually separable. 
'nose-dive п sharp vertical descent made by 
an aircraft. o vi (of an aircraft) come down 
steeply with the nose pointing to earth. 
'nose-gay, bunch of cut (esp sweet-scented) 
flowers. 

'nose-ring, ring fixed in the nose of a bull, etc 
for leading it. 

'nose-wheel, the front landing-wheel under 
an aircraft. 

nose? /nouz/ vi,vi 1 go forward ee 
push (one’s way): The ship ~d its way slowly 
through the ice. 2 nose sth out, discover by 
smelling: The dog ~d out a rat. 3 (fig) enquire 
or search for rudely: ~ out a scandal; nosing 
into other people’s affairs|nosing about for. in- 
formation. 

nosey, nosy /'nouzi/ adj (-ier, jest), и [С] 
(5/) inquisitive (person). 

'nosey-parker, (s/) inquisitive person. 

nos-tal-gia /nv'steld3a/ и [U]:longing for 


adj farthest 
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something one has known in the past; home- 
sickness: full of ~. 
nos-tal-gic /np'stzld3ik/ adj of; feeling or 
causing, nostalgia. 
nos-tal-gi-cally /-kli/ adv 

nos-tril /'nvstril/ п [С] either of the two exter- 
nal openings into the nose. 

not /not/ adv (often contracted to -n't /-nt/, as 
in hasn't |‘heznt/, needn’t /'ni:dnt/) Used to 
make a negative. 1 (used with non-finite 
verbs): He warned те ~ to be late. 2 (used after 
certain verbs, esp think, suppose, believe, ex- 
pect, fear, fancy, trust, hope, seem, appear, and 
the phrase be afraid equivalent to a that- 
clause): ‘Can you come next week? —Гт 
afraid ~~. Гт afraid that I cannot come. ‘Will 
it rain this afternoon? —‘I hope ~’. as likely 
as not, © likely(2). as soon as not, > 
soon(4). not at ай, |nvt a 'to:l/ (used as а 
polite response to thanks, enquiries after a 
person’s health, etc): ‘Thank you very much’. 
—‘N~ at all. ‘Are you tired? —‘N~ at all, 
Not in the least. 3 (used in understatements): 
~ afew, = many; ~ seldom, = often; ~ with- 
out reason, = with good reason. not that, it 
is not suggested that: /f he ever said so—~ that 
T ever heard him say so—he tolda lie. 

nota bene /пэцю 'benei/ у imperative 
(Latin) (abbr NB, nb /,en 'bi:/) observe, note, 
carefully. 

no-table /'noutebl/ adj deserving to be no- 
ticed; remarkable: ~ events/speakers. a n [C] 
eminent person. 
no-tably /-abli/ adv 

no-tary /'nsuteri/ п [С] (pl -ies) (also ‚^^ 'pub- 
lic) official with authority. to do certain 
kinds of legal business, such as witnessing the 
signing of legal documents. 

no-ta-tion /nau'teifn/ 1 [С] system of signs 
or symbols representing numbers, amounts, 
musical notes, etc. 2 [U] representing of num- 
bers, etc by such signs or symbols. 

notch /notf/ п [С] V-shaped cut (in or on 
something). о vt make or cut a notch in or on. 

note’ /nsut/ п [C]1 short record (of facts, etc) 
made to help the memory: He spoke for an 
hour without ~s. 2 short letter: a ~ of thanks. 
3 short comment on or explanation of a word 
Or passage in a book, etc: a new edition of 
‘Hamlet’, with ~s at the back. & footnote. 4 
observation (not necessarily written): He was 
comparing ~s with a friend, exchanging views, 
comparing experiences, etc. 5 written or print- 
ed promise to pay money: 'bank~s; а #5 <. 6 
single sound of a certain pitch and duration: 
play ~s on the piano. strike the right note, 
© strike?(4). 7 sign used to represent such a 
sound in manuscript or printed music. 8 (usu- 
ally sing with a, an) quality or tone (esp of 
voice) showing feelings, attitude, etc: There 
was а ^ of pleasure т his speech. 9 [0] distinc- 

‚ tion; importance: a family of ~. 10 [U] notice; 


attention: worthy of ~. Take ~ of what he 
says, Pay attention to it. 
'note-book, pad(2) in which to write notes. 
'Inote-case, wallet for banknotes. 
'note-paper, (kinds of) paper for writing, 
esp private, letters. 

note? /naut/ vt 1 notice; pay attention to: N~ 
how I did it. 2 make a note of; write (down) in 
order to remember: The policeman was noting 
down every word I said. 

noted /'navtid/ adj celebrated; well-known: 
a town ~ for its pottery/as a health resort. 

note-worthy /'nsutws:61/ adj deserving to 
be noted; remarkable. 

noth-ing' /'na8in/ adv not at all; in no way: /t 
15 ~ near as large|~ like as good. 

noth-ing? /'naGin/ п not anything: He’s had 
~ to eat yet. N~ ever pleases her. There’s ~ 
like leather (= Nothing is so good as leather) 
for shoes. for nothing, (a) free: without 
payment. (b) without a reward or result; to no 
purpose: /t was not for ~ that he spent three 
years studying the subject. next to nothing, 
> next(2). be nothing to, (a) not be of in- 
terest to: She’s ~ to him. (b) not to be com- 
pared to: My losses are ~ to yours. come to 
nothing, fail. have nothing оп. © 
on'(4). have nothing to do with, (a) 
avoid; have no dealings with: Have ~ to do 
with that man. (b) not to be the business or 
concern of: This has ~ to do with you. mean 
nothing to, (a) have no meaning for: These 
technical words mean ~ to me. (b) be of no 
concern or interest to: He used to like Jane but 
she means ~ to him now. think nothing of, 
> think of. to say nothing of, without 
mentioning: He owns houses, cars and shops, to 
say ~ of his land abroad. 

no-tice /'noutis/ n 1 [С] (written or printed) 
news of something about to happen or that 
has happened: put up a ~. 2[U] warning, sug- 
gestion (of what will happen): give the typist a 
month’s ~, tell her that she must leave her job 
at the end of one month. (do sth) at short 
notice, with little warning, time for prepara- 
tion, etc. 3 [U] attention. bring sth/come 
to sbh’s notice, call a person’s attention/ 
have one’s. attention called to something: /t 
has come to ту ~ that..., I have learnt that... 
take no notice (of), pay no attention: Take 
по ~ of them|of what theyre saying about you. 
4 [С] short particulars of a new book, play, etc 
in a periodical. о vt,vi pay attention; observe: / 
wasn’t noticing. I didn’t ~ you. 
no-tice-able /-abl/ adj easily seen or noticed. 
no-tice-ably /-abli/ adv 

no-ti-fi-able / пэсиЧаиэЫ/ adj that must be 
reported (esp of certain diseases that must be 
reported to public health authorities). 

no-tify /'noutifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) give notice 
of; report: ~ the police of a loss; ~ the authori- 
ties that... 


notion /nugget 


no-ti-fi-ca-tion / noutifi'kerf{n/ 1 [СО] 

no-tion /'noufn/ ли [C] idea; opinion: J have no 
~ of what he means. 

no-tional /-fonl/ adj (a) (of knowledge, etc) 
not based on experiment or demonstration. 
(bb) existing only in thought. 

no-tor-iety /,noute'raioti/ я [0] state of be- 
ing notorious. 

no-tori-ous /nou'to:ries/ adj well-known 
(esp for something bad): a~ criminal. 
no-tori-ous-ly adv 

not-with-stand-ing — /,notwid'stendin/ 
adv nevertheless; all the same. о conj although. 
о prep т spite of. 

nou-gat /'nu:ga: US: 'nu:got/ п [М] sort of 
hard sweet made of sugar, nuts, etc. 

nought /no:t/ п [С] nothing; the figure 0: 
point ~ one, ie (01. come to nought, fail. 

noun /na:un/ п [С] (gram) word (not а pro- 
noun) which can function as the subject or ob- 
ject of a verb, or the object of a preposition 
(marked n in this dictionary). & countable/ 
uncountable noun. 

nour-ish /'narif US: 'nar-/ vt 1 keep (a per- 
son) alive and well with food: ~ing food. 2 im- 
prove (land) with manure, etc: ~ the soil. 3 
(formal) have or encourage (hope, fear, etc): ~ 
hope in one’s heart. 

nour-ish-ment 7 [0] (formal) food. 

nova /'nouva/ и [С] (р/ ~s or ~e /-vi/) star 
that suddenly increases its brilliance and then 
dims again. 

novel! /'npv!/ adj strange; new; of a kind not 
previously known: ~ ideas. 

novel? /по\/ м [С] story in prose, long 
enough to fill one or more volumes, about 
either imaginary or historical people: the ~s 
of Dickens. 

inovel-'ette /-'et/, short novel. 

'novel-ist /-ist/, writer of novels. 

nov-elty /'npvolt:/ и (р! -ies) 1 [U] newness; 
strangeness; quality of being novel: the ~ of 
his surroundings. 2 [С] previously unknown or 
unfamiliar thing, idea, etc. 3 (p/) manufac- 
tured goods of low cost, eg toys, decorations. 

No-vem-ber /nau'vembo(r)/ п the eleventh 
month of the year, with 30 days. 

nov-ice /'npvis/ м [С] 1 person who is still 
learning and who is without experience. 2 per- 
son who 15 training to become a monk or a 
nun. - 

no-vi-ci-ate, no-vi-ti-ate /nou'vifiot/, nov- 
ice; period of being a novice. 

now /nau/ adv 1 at the present time: in the 
present circumstances: Where are you ~ 
living/living ~? N~ is the best time to visit 
Devon. 2 (used after a preposition): Up to} Till] 
Until ~ we have been lucky. (every) now 
and then/again, occasionally; from time to 
time: We go to the opera ~ and then. now... 
now; now... then, at one time, at another 
time: N~ you see me, ~ you don’t. 3 at once; 
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immediately: Do it (right) ~! just now, > 
just?(6). 4 (used without reference to time, to 
indicate the mood of the speaker, to explain, 
warn, comfort, etc): N~ stop quarrelling and 
listen to me. now, ‘now; 'now then, (used 
at the beginning of a sentence, often as a 
protest or warning, or simply to call atten- 
tion): N~ then, what have you been up to? в 
conj because of the fact (that): N~ (that) 
you're grown up, you must stop this childish 
behaviour. j 

now-adays /'navodeiz/ adv at the present 
time (and often used in contrasts between 
present day manners, customs, etc and those 
of past times): N~ children are much healthier. 

no-where /'nouwea(r) US: -hwear/ adv not 
anywhere: The boy was ~ to be found. no- 
where near, г> near’. 

nox-ious /'nvkfas/ adj harmful: ~ gases. 

nozzle /'nvzl/ п [С] metal end of a hose, etc 
through which a stream of liquid or air is 
directed. 

nu-ance /'nju:a:ns US: nu:'ens/ я [С] small 
difference in or of shade of meaning, opinion, 
colour, etc. 

nu-bile /'nju:bail US: 'nu:bl/ adj (of girls) 
marriageable; old enough to marry. 

nu-clear /'nju:kho(r) US: 'nu:-/ adj of a 
nucleus; using nuclear energy. 
nuclear 'bomb, using nuclear energy to 
provide its destructive power. 
nuclear dis'armament, agreement not to 
develop, stock or use nuclear weapons. 
nuclear ‘energy, great energy produced 
during reactions on atomic nuclei. 
nuclear 'physics, study of the atomic 
nucleus and its behaviour. 
nuclear 'power, (a) power from nuclear 
energy. (b) country having nuclear weapons. 
'nuclear-powered adj using nuclear 
energy: a ,~-powered 'submarine. 
nuclear re'actor, device that generates 
power by atomic fission. 
nuclear 'warfare, using nuclear bombs. 

nu-cleus /'nju:klios US: пи:-/ я [С] (p/ nuclei 
/-kha1/) 1 central part of an atom, consisting 
of protons and neutrons. 2 central part, round 
which other parts are grouped or round which 
other things collect. 

nude /nju:d US: nu:d/ adj naked. о и [С] nude 
human figure (esp in art). in the nude, 
naked. 
nu-dist /-ist/, person who lives unclothed and 
believes that sun and air is good for the health. 
nudist camp/colony, place where nudists 
practise their beliefs. 
nu-dity /-э0/, nakedness. 

nudge /nad3/ vt touch or push slightly with 
the elbow in order to attract a person’s atten- 
tion. on[C] push given in this way. 

nug-get /'nagit/ п [С] lump of metal, esp 
gold, as found in the earth. 
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nui-sance /‘nju:sns US: 'nu:-/ n [С] thing, 
person, act, etc that causes trouble or offence: 
These flies area~. 

Пий /nal/ adj of no effect or force. null and 
void, (legal) without legal effect, invalid. 

nul-lify /'nalifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) make null and 
void. 
nul-li-fi-ca-tion /nalifi'keifn/ и [0] 

numb /nam/ adj (-er, -est) without ability to 
feel or move: ~ with cold/shock. а vt make 
numb: ~ed with grief. 
numb-ness n[U] 

num-ber /'namba(r)/ и [С] 1 3, 13, 33 and 103 
are ~s. 2 quantity or amount: a large ~ of 
people. A ~ of books (= Some books) are 
missing from the library. in number: They 
were fifteen in ~, There were fifteen of them. 
without number, too many to be counted. 
3 (usually shortened to No, with p/ Nos, be- 
fore a figure): Room No 145, eg in a hotel. 4 
one issue of a periodical, esp for one day, 
week, etc: the current ~ of ‘Punch’. > back- 
number. 5 dance, song, music, etc for the 
stage. 6 (p/) numerical superiority: The enemy 
won by force of ~s. 7 (pl) arithmetic: He’s not 
good at ~s. 0 vt 1 give a number to: Le?’s ~ 
them from 1 to 10..2 amount to; add up to: We 
~ed 20 in all. 3 include; place: ~ her among 
one’s friends. 4 (passive) be restricted in num- 
ber: His days are ~ed, He has not long to live. 
5 (mil) call out one’s number in a rank of sol- 
diers: The company ~ed off from the right. 
‘number-plate, plate showing the index- 
mark and number of motor-vehicles, the num- 
ber of a house, etc. 

nu-meral /'nju:moaral US: ши:-/ п К], adj 
(word, figure or sign) standing for a number; 
of number. 
Arabic numeral, |, 2, 3, 4 etc. 
Roman numeral, I, II, Ш, IV, etc. 

nu-mer-ate /'nju:morat US: 'nu:-/ adj (of a 
person) having good basic ability in mathem- 
atics and science. © literate. 

nu-mer.ation /,nju:mo'reif{n US: nu:-/ п [С] 
1 method or process of numbering or calculat- 
ing. 2 expression in words of numbers written 
in figures. 

nu-mer.-ator /'nju:moreita(r) US: 'nu:-/ п [С] 
number above the line in a vulgar fraction, eg 
3 in 3. & denominator. 

nu-meri-cal /nju:'merik! US: nu:-/ adj of, in, 
denoting, numbers: ~ symbols. 
nu-meri-cally /-kli/ adv: The enemy were ~ly 
superior. 

nu-mer-ous /'nju:moras US: 'nu:-/ adj great 
in number; very many: her ~ friends. 

nun /nan/ и [С] woman who, after taking reli- 
gious vows, lives, with other women in a con- 
vent in the service of God. 
nun-nery /'nanoar1/, convent. 

nup-tial /'napfal/ adj (formal) of marriage ог 

weddings. 


nuisance /nutriment 
nup-tials п p/ (formal) wedding. 


nurse’ /пз:$/ л [С] 1 person who cares for 


people who are ill or injured (in a hospital, 
etc). 2 ('nurse-)maid, woman or girl em- 
ployed to look after babies and young chil- 
dren. > nanny. 3 ('wet-)nurse, woman 
(formerly) employed to give her own natural 
milk to another woman’s child. 4 [U] nursing 
or being nursed: puta child to~. 


nurse? /ns:s/ vt 1 take charge of and look 


after (persons who are ill, injured, etc). 2 feed 
(a baby) at the breast. 3 hold (a baby, a child, a 
pet dog) on the knees; clasp carefully. 4 give 
special care to: ~ young plants. nurse a 
cold, stay at home, keep warm, in order to 
cure it. nurse a constituency, keep in 
touch with the voters (to obtain or retain their 
support). 5 have in the mind, think about a 
great deal: He was nursing feelings of revenge. 


nurs-ery /'ns:sari/ п [С] (p/-ies) 1 room (in a 


house, passenger liner, etc) for the special use 
of small children. 2 place where young plants 
and trees are raised (for transplanting later). 
'day nursery, (a) room (in a wealthy home) 
where small children play, have their meals, 
etc. (b) building where mothers who go out to 
work may leave babies and young children. 
'nurs-ery-man /-mon/, man who owns a nur- 
sery(2). 

‘nursery rhyme, poem or song (usually 
traditional) for young children. 

‘nursery school, for children of 3 to 5. 
nursery slope, skiing slope suitable for 
learners. 


nurs-ing /'n3:sin/ п [0] the profession or du- 


ties of a nurse(1): Careful ~ will be needed. 
‘nursing-home, building, usually privately 
owned, smaller than a hospital, for the sick or 
aged. 


nur-ture /'ns:tfa(r)/ п [U] (formal) care, 


training; education (of children). о vt bring 
up; train: a delicately ~d girl. 


nut /плИ я [С] 1 fruit consisting of a hard shell 


round a part (kernel) that can be eaten. a 
hard nut to crack, a difficult problem to 
solve. 2 small piece of metal with a threaded 
hole for screwing on to a bolt. 3 (s/) head (of a 
human being). off one’s nut, (si) insane. 4 
(pf) small lumps of coal. 

'mut-crackers п р/ device for cracking nuts 
open. 

‘nut house, (s/) mental hospital. 

'inut-sheli, hard outside covering of a nut. 
(put sth) ina nutshell, (fiz) say, write, it in 
the fewest possible words. 


nut-meg /'natmeg/ п 1 [С] hard, small, 


round, sweet-smelling seed of an E Indian 
evergreen. 2 [U] this seed grated to powder, 
used as a flavouring. 


nu-tri-ent /'nju:triont US: 'nu:-/ adj (formal) 


serving as or providing nourishment. 


nu-tri-ment /'nju:trimont US: 'nu:-/ и {C,U] 


nutrition /objection 


(formal) nourishing food. 

nu-tri-tion /nju:'trfn 05: nu:-/ и [U]-(for- 
mal) the process of supplying and receiving 
nourishment; the science of food values: the 
care and ~ of children. 

nu-tri-tious /nju:'trifas US: nu:-/ adj (for- 
mal) having high value as food. 

nu-tri-tive /'nju:tritry US: 'nu:-/ adj (formal) 
serving as food; of nutrition. 

nuts /nats/ adj (s/) crazy; mad. be nuts 
about/over sb/sth, be very much in love 
with, infatuated with. 

nutty /'nati/ adj (-ier, -icst) 1 tasting, look- 
ing, like nuts(1). 2 (s/) mad; crazy. 3 contain- 
ing, made up of, nuts(4): ~ coal. 

nuzzle /'nazl/ vt,vi press, rub or push the nose 
against: The horse ~d (up against) my shoul- 
der. 

ny-fon /'nailon/ n 1 [U] (P) synthetic fibre 
used for hosiery, rope, brushes, etc: ~ tights/ 
blouses. 2 (pl) (dated) nylon stockings; tights. 

nymph /nimf/ n [C] 1 (in Greek and Roman 
stories) one of the lesser goddesses, living in 
rivers, trees, hills, etc. 2 (literary) beautiful 
young woman. 3 pupa; chrysalis. 
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О, о /2u/ (pi O's, o's /2u0z/) 1 the 15th letter of 
the English alphabet. 2 O-shaped sign or 
mark. 3 zero (esp when saying telephone num- 
bers). 

О, oh /20/ int cry of surprise, fear, pain, sud- 
den pleasure, etc. 

oak /эоК/ п [С] sorts of large tree with tough, 
hard wood, common in many parts of the 
world; [U] the wood of this tree: a forest of 
~(s)/of'~-trees. 

oar /5:(r)/ п [С] pole with a flat blade used to 
move a boat through the water. put/shove 
one’s oar in, (informal) interfere. rest on 
one’s oars, relax one’s efforts. 

'oars-man, 'oars-woman, rower. 

oasis /au'eisis/ и [С] (p/ oases /-si:z/) 1 fertile 
place, with water, in a desert. 2 (fig) ex- 
perience, place, etc which is pleasant in the 
midst of what is dull, unpleasant, etc. 

Oast /sust/ п [С] kiln for drying hops. 
'oast-house, building containing an oast. 

oat /sut/ п [С] (usually p/) 1 (grain from a) 
cereal plant grown in cool climates as food 
(oats for horses, oatmeal for human beings). 
sow one’s wild oats, \ead a life of pleasure 
and gaiety while young before settling down 
seriously. 2 (used with a sing verb) oatmeal 
porridge: /5 Scotch ~s on the breakfast menu? 
\oat-meal, oats in porridge, etc. 
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oath /э59] п [С] (p/ ~s /206z/) 1 sotemn un- 
dertaking with God’s help to do something. 2 
solemn declaration that something is true. be 
on/under oath, (legal) having sworn to tell 
the truth. swear/take an oath, promise 
solemnly to give (one’s loyalty, allegiance, 
etc). 3 wrongful use of God’s name or of 
sacred words to express strong feeling; swear- 
word. 

ob-du-racy /'pbdjurasi US: -dar-/ п (ul 
(formal) stubbornness. 

ob-du-rate /'pbdjursat US: -4эг-| adj (for- 
mal) stubborn; not showing regret. 
ob-dur-ate-ly adv 

obedi-ence /2'bi:dions/ и [U] being obedi- 
ent, showing obedience: Soldiers act in ~ to 
the orders of their superior officers. 

obedi-ent /o'bi:diont/ adj doing, willing to 
do, what one is told to do: ~ children. 
obedi-ent-ly adv 

ob-elisk /'pbolisk/ м [С] tall, pointed four- 
sided stone pillar, set up as a monument or 
landmark. 

obese /2u'bi:s/ adj (formal) (of persons) very 
fat. 

obes.ity /su'bi:sati/ и [U] (formal) being 
obese. 

obey /e'bei/ vt,vi do what one is told to do; 
carry out (a command): They refused to ~. I 
was ~ing orders. 

obitu-ary /эЪиГоэп US: -Цоеп/ п [С] (p/ 
-ies) 1 printed notice of a person’s death, of- 
ten with a short account of his life. 2 (used аз 
an adjective): ~ notices, eg in a newspaper. 

ob-ject' /'pbd3ikt/ 1 [С] 1 something that can 
be seen or touched; material thing: Te// me the 
names of the ~s in this room. 2 person or thing 
to which action or feeling or thought is direct- 
ed: an ~ of pity/admiration. 3 purpose; end: 
with no ~ in life; fail/succeed in one’s ~. 4 
(gram) noun, clause, etc towards which the ac- 
tion of the verb is directed, or to which a pre- 
position indicates some relation. 

direct object, © direct’. 

indirect object, © indirect. 
prepositional object, > preposition. 

ob-ject? /ob'dzekt/ vi say that one is not in 
favour of something; be opposed (to); make a 
protest against: / ~ 10 all this noise/to being 
treated like a child. He stood up and ~ed in 
strong language. 

ob-jec-tor /-ta(r)/, person who objects. > 
conscientious objector. 

ob-jec-tion /ab!dzekfn/ и 1 [СО] statement 
or feeling of dislike, disapproval or opposi- 
tion: He has a strong ~ to getting up early. He 
took ~ to what I said. 2 [С] that which 15 
objected to. 

ob-jec-tion-able /-эЫ/ adj likely to be ob- 
jected to; unpleasant: an ~able smell; ~able 
remarks. 

ob-jec-tion-ably /-abli/ adv 
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ob-jec-tive /sb'dzektiv/ adj 1 (in philos- 
ophy) having existence outside the mind; real. 
> subjective. 2 (of persons, writings, pic- 
tures) not influenced by personal thought or 
feeling; dealing with things, actual facts, etc. 3 
(gram) of the object(4): the ~ form of ‘Г is 
‘me’. & also case'(4). on [С] 1 object aimed 
at; purpose. 2 position to which armed forces 
are moving to capture it; military aim: АЛ our 
^5 were won. 

ob-jec-tive-ly ady in an objective(2) man- 
ner. 

ob-jec-tiv-ity /,obdzek'tivati/ и [U] state of 
being objective; impartial or unprejudiced 
judgement. 

ob-la-tion /s'bleifn/ и [С] offering made to 
God ога god. 

ob-li-gate /'vbligeit/ vt (usually passive) 
compel (a person, esp legally) (to do some- 
thing): He felt ~~d to help. 

ob-li-ga-tion /,obli'geifn/ п [С] promise, 
duty or condition that shows what action 
ought to be taken (eg the power of the law, 
duty, a sense of what is right): the ~s of con- 
science. be/place sb under an obliga- 
tion, be/make him indebted to another. 

ob-li-ga-tory /o'bligotri US: -to:r1/ adj that is 
required by law, rule or custom: /5 attendance 
at the meeting ~ or optional? 

ob-lige /s'blaid3/ уг 1 require, compel, by a 
promise, oath, etc: The law ~s parents to send 
their children to school. be obliged to do 
sth, compelled: They were ~d to (= had to) 
sell their house in order to pay their debts. > 
have3(1). 2 do something as a favour or in 
answer to a request: Please ~ me by closing the 
door. Гт much ~d to you, Гт grateful for 
what you’ve done. 

oblig-ing adj willing to help: obliging neigh- 
bours. 

oblig-ing-ly adv 

ob-lique /a'bli:k/ adj sloping; slanting. 
oblique angle, angle that is not a right angle 
(ie not 90°). 

ob-lique-ly adv 

ob-lit-er-ate /a'blitereit/ уг rub or blot out; 
remove all signs of; destroy. 

ob.lit-er-ation /a,blita're1fn/ и [Ч] 

ob-liv-ion /a'blivion/ п [U] state of being 
completely forgotten. sink/fall into ob- 
гоп, be forgotten. 

ob-livi-ous /s'blivios/ adj unaware, having 
no memory: ~ of one’s surroundings|of what 
was happening. 

ob-long /'pblon US: -lo:n/ п [C], adj (figure) 
having four straight sides and angles at 90°, 
longer than it is wide. 

ob-nox-ious /ab'nvkJas/ adj (of, eg smell) 
nasty; very disagreeable (to). 

ob-nox-ious-ly adv 

oboe /'subau/ п [С] woodwind instrument of 
treble pitch with a double-reed mouthpiece. 


objective / observe 


'‘obo-ist /-1st/, player of the oboe. 

ob-scene /ob'si:n/ adj (of words, thoughts, 
books, pictures, etc) morally disgusting; of- 
fensive; likely to corrupt (esp by regarding or 
describing sex indecently). 
ob-scene-ly adv 

ob-scen-ity /sb'senati/ n (p/ -ies) [0] being 
obscene; offensive language, etc; [C] instance 
of this. 

ob-scure /ab'skjua(r)/ adj 1 dark; hidden; 
not clearly seen or understood: an ~ view/ 
corner. Is the meaning still ~ to you? 2 not well 
known: ап ~ village/poet. о vt make obscure; 
hide: Clouds were obscuring the moon. 
ob-scure-ly adv 

ob-scur-ity /ab'skjusrati/ n (pl -ies) 1 [U] 
state of being obscure: content to live in~. 2 
[С] something that is obscure: a philosophical 
essay full of obscurities. 

ob-sequi-ous /osb'si:kwias/ adj too eager to 
obey or serve; showing excessive respect (esp 
from hope of reward or advantage): ~ to the 
Manager. 
ob-sequi-ous-ly adv 

ob-serv-able /sb'z3:vabl/ adj 1 that can be 
seen or noticed. 2 deserving to be observed. 

ob-serv-ance /2b'z3:vns/ и 1 [U] the keep- 
ing or observing(2,3) of a law, custom, festi- 
val, etc: the ~ of Independence Day. 2 [C] act 
performed as part of a ceremony, or as a sign 
of respect or worship. 

ob-serv-ant /ob'z3:vnt/ adj 1 quick at no- 
ticing things: an ~ boy. 2 careful to ob- 
serve(2) laws, customs, etc: ~ of the rules. 
ob-serv-ant-ly adv | 

ob-ser-va-tion /,pbza'veifn/ n 1 [0] observ- 
ing or being observed: ~ of the stars. be/ 
come/keep under observation, be 
watched/watch carefully: under medical ~. 2 
[9] power of taking notice: a man of little ~.3 
(usually р/) collected and recorded informa- 
tion: ~s on bird life in the Antarctic. 4 [С] tak- 
ing of the altitude of the sun or other heavenly 
body in order to find the latitude and longi- 
tude of one’s position. 
,obser'vation post (mi/) post as near to the 
enemy’s lines as possible, from which reports 
of the enemy’s movements may be obtained. 

ob-serv-atory /sb'zs:vatri US: -to:ri/ n [С] 
(pl -ies) building from which natural things 
(eg the sun and the stars, marine life) may be 
observed. 

ob-serve /ob'z3:v/ vt,vi 1 see and notice; 
watch carefully: observing the behaviour of 
birds. The accused man was ~d entering the 
bank. 2 pay attention to (rules, etc). 3 cele- 
brate (the usual word) (festivals, birthdays, 
etc): Do they ~ Christmas in that country? 4 
say by way of comment: He ~d that the house 
seemed to be too small. 5 attend (eg a confer- 
ence) to listen but not to take an active part. 
ob-server, (a) person who observes(1): an 


obsess /occupy 


лог of nature. (b) person who observes(3): an 


~r of the Sabbath. (с) person who 
observes(5). 

ob-serv-ing adj quick to notice. 
ob-serv-ing-ly adv 


ob-sess /ab'ses/ vt (usually passive) (of a 
fear, etc) occupy the mind of; continually dis- 
tress: ~ed by fear of unemployment|failure. 

ob-ses:sion /ob'sefn/ 1 1 [U] state of being 
obsessed. 2 [C] thing, fixed idea, etc that occu- 
pies one’s mind. 

ob-sess:-ive /ab'sesiv/ adj of or like an ob- 
session. 

ob-sol-escence /|,pbsa'lesns/ и [U] being 
obsolescent. 

ob-sol-escent /|,obso'lesnt/ adj becoming 
out of date; passing out of use. 

ob-sol-ete /'vbsoli:t/ adj no longer used; 
out-of-date. 

ob-stacle /'pbstekl/ п [С] something that 

stops progress or makes it difficult: ~s to 
world peace. 
‘obstacle race, (a) one in which obstacles, 
eg ditches, hedges, have to be crossed. ({b) 
(fig) aim, etc with many difficulties to be over- 
come. 

ob-ste-tri-cian /,obste'trifn/ п [С] expert in 
obstetrics. 

ob-stet-rics /ob'stetriks/ п р/ branch of 
medicine and surgery connected with child- 
birth. 

ob-sti-nacy /'pbstinosi/ и [0] being obsti- 
nate; stubbornness. 

ob-sti-nate /'pbstinot/ adj 1 not easily giv- 
ing way to argument or persuasion: ~ chil- 
dren. > mule. 2 not easily overcome: an ~ 
disease. 
ob-sti-nate-ly adv 

ob-struct /sb'strakt/ vt 1 be, get, put, some- 
thing in the way of; block up (a road, passage, 
etc): Trees ~ed the view. 2 make (the develop- 
ment, etc of something) difficult: ~ justice in 
the magistrate’ s court. 

ob-struc-tion /ab'strakfn/ 21 [U] obstruct- 
ing or being obstructed: The Opposition adopt- 
ed a policy of ~. 2 [С] something that ob- 
structs: ~s on the road, eg trees blown down in 
a storm. 

ob-struc-tive /ab'straktrv/ adj causing, 
likely or intended to cause, obstruction: a pol- 
icy ~ to our plans. 

ob-tain /ab'tein/ vt,vi 1 get; secure for 
oneself; buy; have lent or granted to oneself: 
~ what one wants. Where can I~ the book? 2 
(formal) (of rules, customs) be established or 
in use: The custom still ~s in some districts. 
ob-tain-able /-abl/ adj that can be obtained. 

ob-trude /ab'tru:d/ ур, уг push (oneself, one’s 
opinions, etc) forward, esp when unwanted. 

ob-trus-ive /sb'tru:siv/ adj (making oneself) 
too noticeable. 
ob-trus-ive-ly adv 
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ob-tuse /ab'tju:s US: -'tu:s/ adj 1 insensitive 
and not trying to be gentle or polite: an ~ re- 
mark. 2 (of a person) slow in understanding; 
unintelligent. 
obtuse angle, one between 90° and 180°. 
obtuse-ly adv 
ob-tuse-ness п [0] 

ob-vi-ate /'nbvieit/ уг (formal) get rid of, 
clear away (dangers, difficulties, needs, etc). 

ob-vi-ous /'pbvias/ adj easily seen or under- 
stood; clear; plain. 
ob-vi-ous-ly adv 

oc-ca-sion /a'kerzn/ п 1 [С] time at which a 
particular event takes place or should take 
place: on this/that ~...; on the present/last 
~..., оп rare ~S. He has had few ~s to speak 
French. on occasion, now and _ then; 
whenever the need arises. rise to the occa- 
ston, show that one is capable of doing what 
needs to be done. 2 [U] reason; cause; need: 
[ ve had no ~ to visit him recently. 3 [С] imme- 
diate, subsidiary or incidental cause of some- 
thing: The real causes of the strike are not 
clear, but the ~ was the dismissal of two work- 
men. a vt (formal) be the cause of: The boy’s 
behaviour ~ed his parents much anxiety. 

oc-ca-sional /э'Ке!5эп!/ adj 1 happening, 
coming, seen, etc from time to time, but not 
regularly: He pays me ~ visits. 2 used or 
meant for a special event, time, purpose, etc: 
~ verses, eg written to celebrate an anniver- 
sary. 
oc-ca-sion-ally adv now and then; at times. 

oc-cu-pancy /'pkjuponsi/ и [С] (р! -ies) act, 
fact, period of occupying a house, land, etc by 
being in possession. 

oc-cu-pant /'pkjupent/ л [С] 1 person who 
occupies a house, room or office. 2 person in 
actual possession of land, etc. 

oc-cu-pa-tion /,okjo'peifn/ n 1 [U] act of 
occupying(1,2); taking and holding posses- 
sion of: the ~ of a house by a family. 2 [U] 
period during which land, a building, etc is oc- 
cupied. 3 [C] business, trade, etc. 4 [C] that 
which occupies one’s time, either permanently 
or as a hobby, etc. 
Oc-cu-pa-tional /-fanl/ adj arising from, 
connected with, a person’s job. 
joccu,pational ‘hazards, risks that arise 
from a person’s work (eg explosions in coal- 
mines). 
,occu,pational 'therapy, treatment of ill- 
ness, etc by mental or physical activity. 

oc-cu-pier //оКуорагэ(г)/ п [С] occupant; 
person in (esp temporary or subordinate) pos- 
session of land or a building (contrasted with 
the owner or tenant). 

oc-cupy /'pkjupai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 live in, be 
in possession of, (a house, farm, etc). 2 take 
and keep possession of (towns, countries, etc) 
in war: ~ the enemy’s capital. 3 take up, fill 
(space, time, attention, a seat, the mind): 
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Many anxieties ~ my mind. He is occupied 
with playing chess. Is this seat occupied? 4 
hold, fill: She occupies an important position in 
the Department of the Environment. 

oc-cur /9'k3:(r)/ vi (-rr-) 1 take place; happen: 
When did the accident ~? 2 occur to, come to 
mind: Did it ever ~ to you that..., Did you ever 
have the idea that...? 3 exist; be found: Sadly 
poverty ~s т every country. 

oc-cur-rence /э'Клгэп$ US: a'korons/ n 1 
[С] happening; event: an sad ~. 2 [U] fact or 
process of occurring: of frequent/rare ~. 

ocean /'sufn/ п [С] 1 the great body of water 
that surrounds the land masses of the earth. 2 
one of the main divisions of this: the A tlantic/ 
Pacific O~. 3 (informal) great number or 
quantity: ~s of time. 
oceanic /,aufi'enik/ adj of, like, living in, the 
ocean. 

ochre (US also ocher) /'suka(r)/ и [U] 1 
sorts of earth used for making pigments vary- 
ing from light yellow to brown. 2 pale 
yeliowish-brown colour. 

o‘clock /a'kink/ particle (used in asking and 
telling the time) (ie an hour): He left at five~. 
ГИ come between five and six ~. It isnearly one 

oc-ta-gon /оК1эдэп US: -доп/ п [С] flat 
figure with eight sides and angles. 
oc-tag-onal /pk'tzganl/ adj eight-sided. 

oc-tane /'pkteim/ [C,U] hydrocarbon paraf- 
fin (as in fuels such as petrol). 

oc-tave /'nktiv/ и [С] 1 (music) note that is six 
whole tones above or below a given note; the 
interval of five whole tones and two semi- 
tones; note and its octave sounded together. 2 
(poetry) first eight lines of a sonnet; stanza of 
eight lines. 

oc-tet, oc-tette /pk'tet/ л [С] 1 (piece of 
music for) eight singers or players. 2 = oc- 
tave(2). 

Oc-to-ber /pk'tauba(r)/ и the tenth month of 
the year, with 31 days. 

oc-to-gen-arian /,oktod3i'nearion/ и [С], 
adj (person) of an age from 80 to 89. 

oc-to-pus /'pktapos/ п [С] (р/ ~es) sea- 
animal having a soft body and eight arms 
(tentacles) with suckers. 

ocu-lar /'pkjulo(r)} adj (formal) of, for, by, 
the eyes; of seeing: ~ proof}demonstration. 

ocu-list /'pkjulist/ п [С] specialist in diseases 
of the eye. 

odd /pd/ adj 1 (of numbers) not even; not ex- 
actly divisible by two: /, 3, 5 and 7 are ~ пит- 
bers. 2 of one of a pair when the other is miss- 
ing: ап ~ shoe/glove. 3 of one or more of a set 
or series when not with the rest: two ~ volumes 
of an encyclopaedia. ,jodd man ‘out, (a) per- 
son or thing left when the others have been ar- 
ranged in pairs. (b) (informal) person who 
keeps away from, or cannot fit himself into, 
the society, community, etc of which he is a 
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member. 4 with a little extra: 'thirty-~ years, 
between 30 and 40; twelve 'pounds ~, £12 and 
some pence extra. 5 not regular, habitual or 
fixed; occasional: make a living by doing ~ 
jobs; knit at ~ times[moments. 6 (-er, -est) 
strange; peculiar: He’s an ~/'~-looking old 
man. How ~! 

odd-ly adv in a strange manner: Oddly 
enough..., As strange as it may seem... 

odd-ity /'ndot:/ и (pi -ies) 1 0] quality of be- 
ing odd(6); strangeness: ~ of behaviour/dress. 
2 К] queer act, thing or person. 

odd-ment /'pdmont/ и {C] something left 
over; spare piece: The chair was sold as ап ~ at 
the end of the auction. > odds and ends. 

odds /pdz/ п pi 1 the chances in favour of or 
against something happening: The ~ are in 
our favour]against us, We are likely/unlikely to 
succeed. 2 difference in amount between the 
money betted and the money that will be paid 
if the bet is successful: ~ of ten to one. 3 be at 
odds (with sb) (over sth), be quarrelling 
or disagreeing. 

odds and ends, small articles, bits and 
pieces, of various sorts and usually of small 
value. 

ode /э54/ п [С] poem, usually in irregular 
metre, rhyming and expressing noble feelings. 

odi-ous /'sudias/ adj hateful; repulsive. 
odi-ous-ly adv 

Odium /'sudiom/ я [U] (formal) general or 
widespread hatred; strong feeling against 
something: inhuman behaviour that exposed 
him to~. 

odour (US = odor) /'suda(r)/ п [С] pleasant 
or unpleasant smell. 

odour-less (US = odor-) adj 

od-ys-sey /'pdisi/ п [К] (р/ ~s) long, adven- 
turous journey or series of adventures (from 
the voyage of Odysseus after the siege of Troy, 
in Homer’s epic). 

oecu-meni-cal 
ecumenical. 

o'er /5:(г)/ adv, prep (poetic) = over. 

oesoph.-agus /i:'spfages/n = esophagus. 

Of /изиа form: ov strong form: оу! prep 1 
(showing separation in space or time): five 
miles south ~ Leeds. 2 (showing origin, au- 
thorship): ~ royal descent; the works ~ 
Shakespeare. 3 (showing cause): die ~ grief| 
hunger. 4 (showing relief, removal, separ- 
ation, etc): cure her ~ а disease]a bad habit; rid 
a warehouse ~ rats; free ~ customs duty; in- 
dependent ~ help; short ~ money. 5 (showing 
material, substance or identity): a dress ~ silk; 
built ~ brick; a centimetre ~ rain; your letter 
~ 2 June. 6 (description, quality, etc): а girl~ 
ten (years), ten years old; a case ~ measles; 
cameras ~ Japanese manufacture; the coun- 
tries ~ Europe. 7 (in the pattern noun + of + 
noun): Where's that fool ~ an assistant, that 
foolish assistant? We had a whale ~ a good 


/ ekju:'mentkl/ adj = 
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time. > whale(2). 8 (showing objective rela- 
tion): the writer ~ this letter; loss ~ power| 
‘appetite; the fear ~ being killed. 9 (showing 
subjective relation): the love ~ God, God’s 
love for mankind; with the help ~ my family. 
10 (showing connection, reference or belong- 
ing): the cause ~ the accident; a topic ~ con- 
versation, the leg ~ the table, the table leg; the 
opposite ~ what I intended; a Doctor ~ Medi- 
сте; be accused/suspected|convicted ~ a 
crime; What ~ (= about) the risk? 11 (show- 
ing sharing, inclusion, measure, selection): a 
pint ~ milk, one/a few/all ~ us. He’s the most 
dangerous ~ enemies. It surprises me that you, 
~ all men (= most or least of all), should be so 
foolish. 12 (in the pattern noun + of + pos- 
sessive) from among the number of: a friend ~ 
mine; a volume ~ Keat’s poetry; that foolish 
young wife ~ yours. 13 (in the pattern adj + 
of + pronoun|noun): How kind ~ you to help! 
14 (showing time): т days ~ old, in the past. 
of late, recently. 15 by: beloved ~ all. 

off' /of US: 9:f/ adj 1 (contrasted with near) 
(of horses, vehicles) on the right-hand side: the 
~ front wheel; the '~-side lane of the motor- 
way. 2 (remotely) possible or likely. on the 
loff chance, © chance'(2). 3 inactive; dull: 
the '~ season. 

'off-peak, © peak(3). 

loff-putting, © put off. 

loff-the-record, © record'(2). 

off? /pf US: 9:f/ adverbial particle (For special 


uses with off as an adverbial particle such as 20- 


off; turn sth off, > the verb entries.) 1 (show- 
ing distance in space or time) departure, remo- 
val, separation at or to a distance; away: The 
town is five miles ~. The holidays are not far ~, 
will soon arrive. He’s ~ to London, going to 
London. It’s time I was ~|/I must be ~ now, I 
must leave now. Take your coat ~. O~ with 
his head! Cut his head off! 2 (contrasted with 
on) (showing the ending of something arrang- 
ed, planned, etc): Their engagement (ie to 
marry) is (broken) ~, ended. The miners’ 
strike is ~. Гуе paid ~ the loan. 3 (contrasted 
with on) disconnected; no longer available: 
The water|gas/electricity/brake is ~. 4 (show- 
ing absence or freedom from work or duty): 
The manager gave the staff a day ~, a day’s 
holiday. 5 (of food) no longer fresh: This 
meat|fish is|has gone ~. a bit ‘off, (s/) (slight- 
ly) annoying: /t’s a bit ~, making me work over 
the weekend! 6 (in a theatre) behind or at the 
side(s) of the stage: Noises ~. on and off; 
off and on, from time to time; now and 
again; irregularly: /t rained on and ~ all day. 
better/worse off, > better?(1), worse 
adv(1). badly/comfortably/well off, > 
these adverbs. right/straight off, at once 
(away is more usual). 

off? /оЁ US: 9:f/ prep 1 not on; down or up 
from; away from: fall ~ a ladder{a tree/a 
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horse. Keep ~ the grass. Can you take some- 
thing ~ (ie reduce) the price? She is wearing an 
y~ the shoulder ‘dress, with no neckline, straps, 
etc. 2 (of a road or street) extending or 
branching from: a narrow lane ~ the main 
road. 3 at some distance from: an island ~ the 
coast. 4 (informal) not taking or indulging in: 
Гт ^ my food,have no appetite, don’t enjoy 
it. She’s ~ smoking/drugs, does not smoke/ 
take drugs any more. 5 not quite: '~white. 
(look) off colour, © colour'(2).. off 
duty, > duty(1). be rushed off one’s 
feet, > foot'(2). (go) off one’s head, > 
head'(20). off the map, & тар. (wand- 
er) off the point, > point'(9). off side, 
2> offside. 

off- /of US: 9:f/ prefix (used in numerous com- 
pounds). > the entries below. 

of-fal /'pfl US: 's:fal/ п [U] those parts of an 
animal, eg heart, head, kidneys, but not the 
flesh, used for food. 

off-beat /оЁ 'bi:t US. ,9:f/ adj (informal) 
unusual; unconventional: ап ,~ bou'tique. 

off-day /'pf dei US: 's:f/ п [С] (informal) day 
when one is unlucky, does things badly, etc: 
Гт afraid this is one of my ~s. 

of-fence (US = of-fense) /эЧеп5/ п 1 [С] 
crime, sin, breaking of a rule: an ~ against 
the law/good manners; be charged with a 
serious ~. 2 [U] the hurting of a person’s feel- 
ings; condition of being hurt in one’s feelings: 
No ~ meant! (phrase used to say) I did not in- 
tend to hurt your feelings. take offence, be 
offended: He’s quick to take ~, is easily of- 
fended. 3[U] attacking: They say that the most 
effective defence is ~. 4 [С] that which annoys 
or causes anger: That dirty house is an ~ to the 
neighbourhood. 

of-fend /a'fend/ vi,vt 1 do wrong; commit an 
offence: ~ against good manners|the law/ 
traditions. 2 hurt the feelings of: Гт sorry if 
[ ve ~ed you|if you were ~ed by my remarks. 3 
displease; annoy: ugly buildings that ~ the eye. 
of-fender, person who offends, esp by 
breaking a law. 

of-fense /2'fens/ © offence. 

of-fen-sive /a'fensiv/ adj 1 causing offence 
to the mind or senses; disagreeable: fish with 
ап ~ smell; ~ language. 2 used for, connected 
with, attacking: ~ weapons/wars. © defen- 
sive. оп [С] attacking; an attack: [аипсй an~ 
against the enemy. take the/mount an 
offensive, start to attack. 
of-fen-sive-ly adv 
of-fen-sive-ness п [0] 

of-fer /'pfo(r) US: 'o:f-/ vt,vi 1 hold out, put 
forward, to be accepted or refused; say what 
one is willing to pay, give or exchange: They 
~ed a reward. I have been ~ed a job in Spain. 
He ~ed to help me. He ~ed me his help. 2 
present (to God): ~ (up) prayers to God: 3 at- 
tempt; give signs of: ~ no resistance to the 
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enemy. 4-occur; arise: Take.the first opportun- 
ity that ~s, that there is. оп [С] statement of- 
fering to do or give; that which is offered: an~ 
of help. [ve had an ~ of £9000 for the house. 
be open to offers, be willing to consider a 
price to be named by a buyer. 

of-fer-ing /'pfarin US: 'o:f-/ n 1 [U] act of of- 

fering: the ~ing of bribes. 2 [С] something of- 
fered or presented, eg the money collected 
during a church service. © also peace- 
offering. 

of-fer-tory /'pfotri US: -to:ri/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 
money collected in church during, or at the 
end of, a service. 

off-hand /|,of 'hend US: ,9:f/ adj 1 without 
previous thought or preparation: ~ remarks. 
2 (of behaviour, etc) casual; impolite: in an \~ 
'way. а adv without previous thought or pre- 
paration: / can’t say ~ whether [ agree. 

of-fice /'pfis US: 's:f-/ п [С] 1 (often pi) 
room(s) used as a place of business, for clerical 
work: а lawyer’s/business ~. = booking- 
office, box-office. 2 (buildings of a) govern- 
ment department, including the staff, their 
work and duties: the 'Foreign O~. 3 duty, esp 
in a public position of trust or authority: 
Which party will be т ~ after the next general 
election? 4 duty: the ~ of chairman. 5 (pl) (for- 
mal) attentions, services, help: through the 
good ~s(= kind help) of a friend. 
'office-bearer, official; officer. 
loffice-block, large building with business 
offices. 
loffice-boy, boy employed to do minor jobs 
in an Office. 
office hours, period during the day when а 
business is active. 
loffice-worker, employee in an office(1). 

of-fi-cerx /'pfiso(r) US: '9:f-/ п [С] 1 person ар- 
pointed to command others in the armed 
forces, in merchant ships, aircraft, the police 
force, etc usually wearing special uniform 
with indications of rank: ~s and men|crew. 2 
person with a position. of authority or trust, 
engaged in active duties, eg in the government: 
executive/clerical ~s; a customs ~. 3 form of 
address to a policeman. 

of-fi-cial /'fifl/ adj 1 of a position of trust or 
authority; said, done, etc with authority: ~ 
responsibilities|records; in his ~ uniform; ~ 
statements. The news is not ~. 2 characteristic 
of, suitable for, persons holding office: written 
т ~ style. a п [С] person holding public office 
(eg in national or local government). 
of-fi-cially /-fali/ adv in an official manner; 
with authority. 

of-fici-ate /a'fifieit/ vido the duties expected 

‚ of an office or position: ~ as chairman; ~ ata 
marriage ceremony, (of a priest) Я the 
ceremony. 

of:fi-cious Ja'fifas/ adj (formal) too eager or 
‘ready to-use-one’s authority, rank, etc. 
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of-fi-cious-ly adv 

off-ing Лобо US: 's:f-/ п 1 [С] part of the sea 
distant from the point of observation but 
visible: a steamer in the ~. 2 in the offing, 
(fig) possible: Promotion is in the ~. 

off-ish /'pfif US: 's:f-/ adj (informal) distant 
in manner. > stand-offish. 

off-licence /'vf laisns US: 'o:f/ п [К] 1 
licence to sell beer and other alcoholic drinks 
for drinking off the premises. 2 shop, part ofa 
public house, where such drinks may be 
bought and taken away. 

off-load /оГ ‘laud US: ,o:f/ vt unload: ~ a 
cargo, ~ shares onto the market. 

off-peak /'pf pi:k US: 's:f/ adj > peak (3). 

off-putting /,of ‘putin US: ,9:f/ adj (infor- 
mal) disconcerting. & put off. 

off-set /'pfset US: 'o:f-/ vt (-tt-) balance, 
compensate for: He has to ~ his small salary 
by freelance work. a п [С] method of printing 
in which the ink is transferred from a plate toa 
rubber surface and then on to paper. 

off-shoot /'pffu:t US: 's:f-/ п [C] 1 stem or 
branch growing from a main stem. 2 (fig) 
branch (of a family, mountain range, etc). 

off-shore /'pf [э:(г) US: 5:1] adj 1 in a direc- 
tion away from the shore or land: ~ breezes. 2 
at a short way out to sea: ~ islands|fisheries. 

off-side /|,of 'said US: ,9:f/ adj, adv (in foot- 
ball, hockey) (of a player) in a position in front 
of the ball which is against the rules: be ~; the 
~ rule. 

off-spring /'pfsprin US: 'o:f-/ п [С] (pl 
unchanged) child; children; young of animals: 
He’s the ~ of a scientist and а dancer. 

off-white /,of 'wait US: о: 'hwait/ adj not 
pure white. 

oft /pft US: o:ft/ adv (poetic) = often: many а 
time and ~, very often. 
loft-times adv (archaic) = often. 

of-ten /'pfn US: 's:fan/ adv of frequency (more 
~, most ~ is More usual than -er, -est) many 
times; in a large number of instances: We ~ go 
there. We ve been there quite ~, several times. 
as often as not; more often than not, 
very frequently: During foggy weather the 
trains are late more ~ than not. every so of- 
ten, from time to time. how often: How ~ 
do the buses run? once too often, once more 
than is wise, safe, etc: You’ ve let me down once 
100 ~~ and I shall not trust you again. 

Ogle /'sugl/ vi,vt stare at; make eyes at (sug- 
gesting love or longing): ogling all the pretty 
girls. 

ogre /'suga(r)/ п [С] (in fables) cruel man- 
eating giant. 
ogress /'sugris/, female ogre. 

oh /э0/ int exclamation of surprise, fear, etc. 

ohm /эот/ n-[C] (symbol 2) unit of electrical 
resistance. 

oho /2u'hau/ int exclamation of surprise or 
triumph. 


oil /olive 434 


oil /oil/ п [СО] 1 (sorts of) Наша which does 
not mix with water, obtained from animals (eg 
,cod-liver ‘oil) plants (eg ,olive-'oil), or found in 
rock underground ('mineral oil, petroleum). 
burn the midnight ой, sit up late at night 
to study, etc. strike ой, (a) find petroleum 
in the ground. (b) (fig) become very prospe- 
rous or successful. 2 (p/) oil colours. paint in 
oifs, paint with oil colours (& oil colours be- 
low). а vf put oil on or into (eg to make a ma- 
chine run smoothly). 

'oil-bearing adj (eg of rock) containing 
mineral oil. 

'‘oil-can, can with a long spout, containing 
fine oil used for oiling machinery. 

‘9il-cloth, waterproofed cotton material. 

‘oil colours п р/ paints made by mixing col- 
ouring matter in oil. 

'oil-field, area where petroleum 15 found. 
'oil-fired adj burning oil as fuel: ~-fired cen- 
tral heating. 

'oil-painting, (a) [U] art of painting in oil 
colours. (b) [C] picture painted in oil colours. 
'oil-rig, structure for drilling (eg in the 
seabed) for oil. 

'oil-skin, (a) [C,U] (coat, etc made of) cloth 
treated with oil to make it waterproof. (b) (p/) 
suit of clothes made of this material, as worn 
by sailors, etc. 

‘oil slick, layer of oil on the sea, etc (eg from 
an oil-tanker after a collision). 

‘oil-tanker, ship, large vehicle, for carrying 
oil (esp petroleum). 

‘oil- well, well producing petroleum. 

Oiled /sild/ adj (usually well-oiled) (5/) 
drunk. 

Oily /эШ/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 of or like oil: an ~ 
liquid. 2 covered or soaked with oil: ~ fingers. 
3 (of speech or manner) using flattery (to win 
favour). 

oint-ment /‘ointmont/ и [C,U] (sorts of) 
medicinal paste made from oil or fat and used 
on the skin (to heal injuries or roughness, or as 
a cosmetic). 

okay /эо'Ке/ adj, adv (common abbr OK) 
(informal) all right; correct; approved. a vi 
agree to; approve of. a и [С] agreement; sanc- 
tion: Have they given you their ОК? 

okra /'sukra/ п [C,U] (tropical and semi- 
tropical plant with) pointed green seed pods 
used as a vegetable. 

old /auld/ adj (-er, -est) © also elder’, eldest. 
1 (with a period of time, and with how) of age: 
He’s forty years ~|a forty-year-~. How ~ are 
you? He’s ~ enough to know better. 2 (con- 
trasted with young) having lived a long time; 
no longer young or middle-aged: He’s far too 
~ for the job. What will he do when he grows] 
is|gets ~? (the) young and old, everyone. 
3 (contrasted with new, modern, up-to-date) 
belonging to past times; having been in 
existence or use for a long time: ~ clothes; ~ 


customs|families|civilizations/times. 4 long 
known or familiar: an ~ friend of mine, one 
who has been a friend for a long time (but not 
necessarily old in years). 5 former; previous 
(but not necessarily old in years): ~ boys, 
former pupils. 6 having much experience or 
practice: He’s an ~ supporter of the club{ 
member of the committee. 7 (informal) (used in 
addressing persons): ‘Good ~ John! ‘Hullo, ~ 
thing! 8 (informal) (used to intensify): Any ~ 
thing (= Anything whatever) will do. оп [041 
the ~, old people. 2 of o/d, in, from, the 
past: in days of ~; the men of ~. 
lold-ish /-1f/ adja little old. 
old age, period of life from about 60 years. 
,old age 'pensioner, = senior citizen. 
‘old country, person’s country of origin. 
,old-'fashioned adj (a) out-of-date. (b) 
keeping to older ways, etc: an ,~-fashioned 
\child. (с) critical: an »~-fashioned'look. 
the ‘oid guard, faithful members, support- 
ers. 
old hand, person with long experience: an ~ 
hand at negotiating. 
old hat, (informal) boringly familiar thing or 
person. 
old maid, elderly woman thought unlikely to 
marry. 
old man, (informal) (a) husband; father. (b) 
employer, headmaster, ship’s captain, etc. (с) 
male friend. > 4,7 above. 
old master, great painter or painting, esp of 
the 13th to 17th centuries. 
Old Nick, the devil. 
old offender, person often convicted of 
crimes. 
‘old school, (a) the school attended as a pu- 
pil. (b) conservative, old-fashioned (person): 
He’s one of the ~ school. 
old soldier, (fig) experienced person. 
old-time adj belonging to former times: ,~- 
time ‘dancing. 
old-timer, person having a long association 
with a place, job, group, etc. 
old woman, (informal) (a) wife; mother. 
(6) fussy or timid man. Hence, ,old- 
'womanish adj. 
old-world, adj belonging to former times. | 
the Old World, Europe, Asia and Africa. 
old year, year just ended or about toend. 

olden /'suldon/ adj (literary) of a former age: 
т ~ times|days. 

oli-garchy /'pliga:ki/ п [СУ] (p/ -ies) 
(country with) government by a small group 
of powerful persons; such a group. 

ol-ive /'pliv/ n 1 [С] (evergreen tree common 
in S Europe bearing a) small oval fruit with a 
hard seed like a stone and a bitter taste, 
yellowish-green when unripe and bluish-black 
when ripe; used for pickling, eaten raw or used 
to make an ой, (,~-'oi/), which is used for 
cooking, in salads, etc. 2 [С] leaf, branch ог 
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wreath of olive branches as an emblem of 
peace. 3 [U] (also used as an adjective) 
yellowish-green or yellowish-brown (colour). 
Olym-pic /a'limpik/ adj the ~ Games 
(informal the ~s) 1 the contests held at 
Olympia in Greece in ancient times. 2 the in- 
‘ternational athletic and sports competitions 
‘held in modern times every four years in a dif- 
ferent country. 

om-buds-man /'pmbudzmen/ п [С] the 
O~, (in GB officially called Parliamentary 
Commissioner) experienced person having 
authority to inquire into and judge grievances 
of citizens (against the executive branch of 
Government). 

omega /'sumiga US: 9u'mega/ п [C]1 the last 
letter (Q) of the Greek alphabet. 2 (fig) final 
development; last of a series. 

om-elette, (also om-elet) /'pmlit/ п [С] 
eggs beaten together and fried, often flav- 
oured with cheese, etc. 

omen /'sumen/ и [СУ] (thing, happening, 
regarded as a) sign of something good or 
warning of evil fortune: an event of good/bad 
~.O vt be an omen of. 

om-in-ous /'pminos/ adj threatening: an ~ 
silence; ~ of disaster. 

om-in-ous-ly adv 

omis-sion /s'mifn/ 2 1 [Ч] act of omitting, 
leaving out; neglect. 2 [С] something that is 
omitted. 

omit /a'mit/ уг (-tt-) 1 fail: ~ 10 say/~ saying 
who wrote it. 2 fail to include; leave out: The 
rail fare has been ~ted from the accounts. 

om-ni-bus /'pmnibas/ и [С] (p/ ~es) 1 (form- 
er name for a) bus (sometimes used in names): 
The ,Midland'O~ Co. 2 (used as an adjective) 
for, including, many purposes: an ~ volume, 
in which a number of books, eg by the same 
author, are reprinted. 

om:-nip-otence /pm'nipstans/ п [U] infinite 
power: the ~ of God. 

om-nip-otent /-ant/ adj having infinite 
power. the O~, God. 

on’ /оп/ adverbial particle (For special uses 
with on as an adverbial particle such as go on, 
goon sth, > the verb entries.) 1 (expressing the 
idea of progress, advance, continued activity; 
С> verb entries for special uses): Come ~! РИ 
follow ~, come after you. He’s getting ~ in 
years, growing old. Ол with the show! Let the 
show begin, continue! and'so on, & so?(1). 
later on, © late?(1). оп and ‘оп, without 
stopping: We walked ~ and ~ until we reached 
the river. off and on, г> off?(6). 2 (corre- 
sponding in meaning to on?(1)): Your hat is 
not ~ straight. He climbed ~ to the table. 3 
(contrasted with off?(3)) in action; in use; 
available; functioning; flowing, running, ес: 
The lights were all ~. Someone has left the 
bathroom tap ~, running. The film is ~, has 
begun. /5 the strike ~? Is the hot water ~ yet?4 


Olympic /oncoming 


(combined with be and have in various mean- 
1185): What's ~? What’s the programme/ 
happening? Have you anything ~ this evening, 
any engagements, plans, etc? have nothing 
on, (a) be naked. (b) have no commitment; 
be free: Гуе nothing ~ until 9 o'clock. be'on 
to, (а) be aware ofa person’s intentions, acti- 
vities, etc. (b) be aware of the importance, etc 
of something. 5 towards: end/head '~, ie with 
the end/front forward. 

On? /оп/ prep (Can be replaced by upon, esp 
formal style, in 6,7,8,10 below) 1 supported 
by; fastened or attached to; covering or form- 
ing part of (a surface); lying against; in contact 
with: a carpet ~ the floor; the jug ~ the table; 
the words (written) ~ the poster; sit ~ the 
grass; write ~ paper; stick a stamp ~ the епуе- 
lope; live ~ the Continent; have lunch ~ the 
train. Have you a match/any money ~ you, 1е 
in your pockets, etc? 2 (of time) (a) during; 
exactly at: ~ Sunday(s)/the 151 of May; ~ that 
day; ~ this occasion. (b) at the time of: ~ my 
arrival home; ~ (my) asking for information. 
=> time'(3). 3 about; concerning: а lecture ~ 
Shakespeare. 4 (of membership): He is ~ the 
committee|the jury|the staff. 5 (of direction) 
towards: marching ~ the enemy’s capital; turn 
one’s back ~ her. 6 (expressing the basis, 
ground or reason for something): a story 
based ~ fact; act ~ your lawyer’s advice; ar- 
rested ~ a charge of theft; be — one’s oath| 
one’s honour. 7 (of a charge or imposition): put 
a tax ~ tobacco. 8 close to; against: a town ~ 
the coast; ~ both sides of the river; ~ my 
right/left; just ~ (= almost) 2 o’clock/£10. 9 
(concerning, about, affecting an activity, ac- 
tion, manner, state): ~ business|/holiday; ~ the 
way, coming; ~ fire, burning; ~ sale/loan. 10 
added to: suffer disaster ~ disaster. 

once /wans/ adv 1 for one time; on one occa- 
sion only: J have been there ~. Не goes to see 
his parents ~ (т) every six months. once 
more, © more(3). once or twice; 
(every) once т a while, > while. (just) 
for once, on this one occasion only, as an ex- 
ception. once and for ‘all, © ail*(2). 2 at 
some indefinite time in the past; formerly: (a) 
He ~ lived in Munich. (b) (in story-telling 
style): O~ upon a time there was a giant with 
two heads. There ~ lived a king who had twelve 
beautiful daughters. 3 ever; at all; even for one 
time: He didn’t ~/He never ~ offered to help. 4 
at once, (a) without delay; immediately: Рт 
leaving for Rome at ~. Come here at ~! (b) at 
the same time: Don’t all speak at ~! I can’t do 
two things а! >. All at once..., Suddenly...o 
conj as soon as; when: O~ you understand this 
particular instruction, you will have no further 
difficulty. 

on-com-ing /'pnkamin/ adj advancing; ap- 
proaching: ~ traffic. о п [С] approach: the ~ 
of winter. 


one /onus 
one!’ /wan/ adj, п [С] 1 (of) 1: ~ pen, two реп- 
cils and three books; ~ from twenty leaves 
nineteen; ~ o'clock, ,twenty-'~; ~ thousand; 
~ half. one and all, everyone. one or two, 
a few: I shall be away only ~ or two days. by 
ones and twos, one or two at a time: People 
began to leave the meeting by ~s and twos. be 
one 'ир (on sb), have an advantage over 
’ him, be one step ahead of him. 2 (similar in 
function to a and an): ~ day|morning. (Note: 
“compare one summer evening and on а summer 
evening.) 3 (used to show a contrast with the 
other, another or other(s)): It is difficult for 
strangers to tell (the) ~ from the other. Well, 
that’s '~ way of doing it, but there is another 
way. He did not know which to admire more, 
the ~’s courage or the other’s determination. 
for 'опе thing. > thing(5). 4 (always 
stressed; used for emphasis): That's the '~ 
thing needed. 5 (dated) (used before a family 
name, with or without a title) a certain: / heard 
the news from ~ Mr Smith. 6 (used as an adjec- 
tive) the same: They all went off in ~ direction. 
in one, combined: He is President, Chairman 
and Secretary in~.7 one of..., single person 
or thing of the sort indicated or supplied: O~ 
of my friends (pl Some of my friends) arrived 
late. If ~ of them (pl any of them) should need 
help... | borrowed ~ of your books (= a book 
of yours; p/ some of your books) last week. 
jone-'off adj once only. 
;one-'sided adj (a) having one side only; ос- 
curring on one side only. (b) unfair; prejud- 
iced: a »~-sided'argument. 
‘one-time adj former: a ,~-time politician. 
‘one-way, in which traffic may proceed in 
one direction only: а ,~-way 'street. 
one? /wan/ indefinite pron (used in place of a 
noun standing for a member of a class) 1 one 
of, (showing inclusion; equivalent to among): 
Mr Smith is not ~ of my customers. We have 
always treated her as ~ (= a member) of the 
family. 2 (replacing a noun used with a, an; 
any, some): I haven’ t а pen. Can you lend me ~? 
I haven’t any stamps. Will you please give me 
~? (Note: compare / like that pen. Can I bor- 
row it?) 3 (equivalent to that, those): I drew ту 
chair nearer to the ~ (= to that) on which 
Mary was sitting. The children who do best in 
examinations are not always the ones ( = those) 
with the best brains. 4 (used after the, that, etc 
or after an adjective as in): a better ~; that ~. 
He collects stamps and he has some very rare 
~s. My cheap camera seems to be just as good 
as John’s expensive ~. this/that one: Will 
you have this (~) or that (~)? (Note: pl = Will 
you have these or those? With an adjective 
‘one’ is necessary: Will .you have this green 
one|these green ~s?) which one: Here are 
some books on European BLO: Which о 
do you want? 
one? /wan/ personal pron 1 a particular person 
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or creature: the 'Holy O~, God; the 'Evil.O~, 
Satan, the Devil; the little ~s,.the children. 
He’s not ~ to be (= not a man who is) easily 
fightened. 2 one another(‘s), (used, like 
each other, to show mutual action or relation): 
They don’t like ~ another. They were throwing 
stones and trying to break ~ another’s heads. 

one* /млп/ impersonal pron (possessive = 
one’s; reflexive = oneself) (formal) any per- 
son, including the speaker or writer: O~ can- 
not always find time for reading. O~ doesn’t 
like to have ~’s word doubted. 

on-er-ous /'pnoaras/ adj (formal) needing 
effort; burdensome (10): ~ duties. 
on-er-ous-ly adv 

one-self /wan'self/ pron 1 (eaten one’s 
own self: wash/dress ~. (all) by oneself, 
(a) alone. (b) without help. 2 (used for em- 
phasis): To be certain one must look at it~. 

on-go-ing /'pngsuin/ adj progressing; conti- 
nuing: ‚^^ re'search. 

onion /'anion/ п [С] vegetable plant which is a 
(usually) round bulb with a strong smell and 
flavour, used in cooking and pickled; [U] this 
plant as food. 

on-looker /'pnluka(r)/ п [С] person who 
looks on at something happening. 

only’ /'sunli/ adj1 (used with a sing noun) that 
is the one specimen of its class; single: Smith 
was the ~ person able to do it. Harry is an~ 
child, has no brothers or sisters. 2 (used with a 
pl noun) that are all the specimens or exam- 
ples: We were the ~ people wearing hats. 3 
best; most worth consideration: He’sthe ~ 
man for me. 

only? /'sunli/ adv solely; and no, no one, по- 
thing, more: / ,~ saw 'Mary, I saw Mary and 
no one else. Compare: / ,~ 'saw Mary, I зам. 
her but didn’t speak to her. We’ve ~ half an 
hour to wait now. if only, © if(7). only too, 
(+ adj or pp) very: I shall be ,~ too ‘pleased to 
get home. 

only? /‘sunli/ conj but then; it must, however, 
be added that: / like the book very much, ~ it’s 
expensive. 

ono-mato-poeia /,onsu,meate'pi:a/ п [U] 
(formation of) words or names from sounds of 
the thing concerned (eg cuckoo for the bird 
that makes this cry). 

on-rush /'pnraJ/n[C] strong, onward rush or 
flow. 

on-set /'pnset/ п [С] attack; vigorous age at 
the first ~ of the disease. 

on-shore /'pvnfo:(r)/ adj, adv toward the 
shore. 

on-slaught /'pnslo:t/ п Ic] о attack 
(on). 

onto /'pnta sO form: 'pntu:/ prep = on; on 
to; upon. & on'(2). 

onus /'‘sunas/ и (sing only) responsibility for, 
duty of, doing something: The ~ of proof rests 
with you. 
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on-ward /оп\уэ4/ adj, adv forward: an ~ 
march|movement. a adv (also on-wards) 
towards the front; forward: move ~(s). 

onyx /‘pniks/ n [Ч] (sorts of) quartz in layers 
of different colours, used for ornaments, in 
jewellery, etc. 

oodles /'u:dlz/ п р/ (5/) great amounts: ~ of 
money|love. 

ooze /u:z/ п [Ч] soft liquid mud, esp on a 
river-bed, the bottom of a pond, lake, etc. o 
vi,vt 1 (of moisture, thick liquids) pass slowly 
through small openings: Blood was still oozing 
from the wound. 2 emit (moisture, confidence, 
etc): He was oozing sweat. 3 (fig) slowly go 
away: Their courage was oozing away. 

opac-ity /su'pzsoti/ n [Ч] (quality of) being 
opaque. 

opal /'supl/ п [С] kinds of semi-precious stone 
some of which slowly change colour. 

Opaque /su'peik/ adj not allowing light to 
pass through; that cannot be seen through. 
opaque-ly adv 

op art /ор a:t/ п [0] form of modern abstract 
art using geometrical patterns which produce 
optical illusions of movement. 

open!’ /'supen/ adj 1 not closed; allowing 
(things, persons) to go in, out, through: sleep 

with ~ windows; leave the back door ~. 2 not 
enclosed, fenced in, barred or blocked: ~ 
country, the ~ sea. 3 not covered in or over: an 
~ boat, one without a deck; ап ~ car, with no 
roof or a roof that is folded back. in the 
open ‘air, outside (a building, etc). 4 spread 
out; unfolded: The flowers were all ~. The 
book lay ~ on the table. with open arms, > 
arm'(1). 5 public; free to all; not limited to 
any special persons, but for anyone to enter: 
an ~ competition|championship|scholarship. 
The position is still ~, No one has yet been ар- 
pointed. keep open house, offer hospital- 
ity to everyone. 6 not settled or decided: leave 
amatter~. have/keep an open mind (on 
sth), > mind '(2). 7 ready for business or 
for the admission of the public: Are the shops 
~ yet? 8 known to all; not secret or disguised; 
frank: an ~ quarrellscandal. Let me be quite ~ 
(= frank) with you. 9 unprotected; unguard- 
ed: ~ to ridicule/attack. 10 not settled, fin- 
ished or closed: keep one’s account ~ at а 
bank. > also offer(4). сл the ~, the open 
air. come out into the open, (fig) come т- 
to public view; make one’s ideas, plans, etc 
known. 
,open-and-'shut adj easily decided. 
‘open-air adj taking place out of doors; not 
covered: an ,~-air 'swimming-pool. > 3 
above. 
‘open-cast adj (of mines or mining) on the 
surface. 
open cheque, one that is not crossed and 
may be cashed at the bank named. 
open court, one to which the public are 


onward/opening 


admitted. 

‚ореп-'еп4е adj (a) with no limit or 
boundary. (b) (of a debate, etc) with many 
possible solutions or where no agreement is 
expected, reached, etc. 

,open-'handed adj generous. 
,open-'hearted adj kind, generous. 

open market, with free competition for sell- 
ers and buyers. 

jopen-'minded adj without prejudice. 
,open-'mouthed adj amazed; surprised. 
open-plan adj (of an office, etc) without 
walls between staff areas. 

Open prison, one with fewer physical 
restrictions. 

‚ореп 'sandwich, single slice of bread, etc 
with meat, cheese, etc on top. | 
'ореп season, (fishing and shooting) when 
there are no restrictions. 

‚реп 'secret, something meant to be secret, 
but known to all. 

open society, without a rigid class struc- 
ture, religiously free, etc. 

Open ,Uni'versity, British university 
(founded in 1971) whose students live at home 
and are taught by correspondence, textbooks 
and radio and TV programmes; similar organ- 
ization in other countries. 

open verdict, jury’s agreement that a crime 
was committed but not naming the criminal, 
not giving the cause of death, etc. 

open vowel, one made with the roof of the 
mouth and the tongue wide apart, eg /e, x, о]. 
‘open-work, work (in lace, metal) with 
spaces. 

open-ly adv without Seoreey frankly; ри 
ly: speak ~ly. в> open'(8). 

open-ness n[U] frankness. 


open? /'supon/ vt,vi 1 make, cause to be, 


open; unfasten: ~ a box. O~ up! Open this 
door! 2 cut or make an opening in or a passage 
through: ~ a new road through a forest. 3 
make accessible; make possible the develop- 
ment of: ~ up а mine/undeveloped land/a new 
territory to trade. 4 spread out; unfold: ~ 
one’s handla book/a newspaper|an envelopela 
map. open one’s mind/heart to sb, make 
known one’s ideas/feelings. 5 start: ~ an ac- 
count, eg at a bank, shop; ~ a debate/a public 
meeting. open fire, & fire'(5). open with, 
start: The story ~s with a murder. 6 declare, 
show, that business, etc may now start: ~ a 
shop|an office; ~ Parliament. 7 become open; 
be opened: The flowers are ~ing. The door 
~ed andaman came in. 

opener, person or thing that opens: (used 
chiefly in compounds) a 'tin-/'bottle-~er. D 
also eye-opener. 


open-ing /'supnin/ п [С] 1 open space; way 


in or out: an ~ т a hedge. 2 beginning: the ~ 
of a book|speech. 3 process of becoming open: 
the ~ of a flower. 4 position (in a business 
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opera /оррге$$ 


firm) which is open or vacant; opportunity: an 
~ т an advertising section. 5 (chess) known 
system of early moves in a game. о adj first: his 
~ remarks. 
‘opening time, when public houses, bars, 
etc begin to serve customers. 

op-era /'ppra/ п (pl ~s) 1 [С] dramatic com- 
position with music, in which the words are 
sung. 2 [0] dramatic works of this kind as en- 
tertainment: fond of ~; the'~ season. 
comic opera, with spoken dialogue and a 
happy ending. 
grand opera, with no spoken dialogue. 
light opera, with a humorous subject. 
'opera-giasses, small binoculars for use in 
a theatre. 
'opera-house, theatre for operas. 
op-er-atic /,ppo'retik/ adj 

op-er-able /'pprobl/ adj that can be treated 
by means of a surgical operation. 

op-er-ate /'pporeit/ vi,vi 1 (cause to) work, 
be in action, have an effect; manage: ~ а та- 
chine. The lift was not operating properly. The 
company ~s two factories. 2 perform a surgic- 
al operation: The doctors decided:.to ~ at once. 
3 (of an army) carry out various movements: 
operating on a large scale. 
'operating-table/-theatre, for use in sur- 
gical operations. 

op-er-ation /,opo'reifn/ п 1 [U] working; 
way in which something works: /s this rule in 
~ yet? 2 [С] piece of work; something (to be) 
done. 3 (usually p/) movements of troops, 
ships, aircraft, etc in warfare or during man- 
oeuvres. 4 [С] planned campaigns in industry, 
etc: building/banking ~s. 5 [С] act performed 
by a surgeon on any part of the body, esp by 
cutting to take away or deal with a diseased 
part: ап ~ for appendicitis. 
op-er-ational /-fonl/ adj (a) of, for, used in, 
operations. (b) ready for use: When will the 
new airliner be ~al? 

op-er-at-ive /'pprativ US: -areit-/ adj 1 oper- 
ating; having an effect: This law became ~ on 1 
Мау. 2 of surgical operations: ~ treatment. о 
п [С] worker; mechanic: cotton ~s. 

op-er-ator /'pporeita(r)/ п [К] 1 person who 
operates or works something: telephone ~s; 
airline ~s. 2 (51) confident, efficient man (in 
business, love affairs, etc): He’sasmooth~. 

op-er-etta /,ppo'reta/ и [С] (p/ ~s) one-act, 
or short, light musical comedy. 

oph-thal-mic /pf'@zlmik/ adj of the eyes. 

Opin-ion /s'pmian/ п 1 [С] belief or judge- 
ment not founded on complete knowledge: 
political ~s. Whats your ~ (= view) of the 
new President? In my ^^ the ~ of most 
people, the scheme is unsound. be of the 
opinion that, feel, believe, that. 2 [U] views, 
beliefs, of a group: O~ is changing in favour of 
stronger penalties for armed robbery. 3 [C] 
professional estimate or advice: You ought to 
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getalawyer’s ~ on the question. 

public opinion, what the majority of people 
think: Public ~ is against the proposed change. 
o'pinion poll, survey of opinion by ques- 
tioning a section of the community. 
opin-ion-ated /-eitid/ adj refusing to change 
an opinion; obstinate; dogmatic. 

opium Лэорют/ п |U] substance prepared 
from poppy seeds, used to relieve pain, cause 
sleep, and as a narcotic drug. 

opos-sum _ /a'ppsom/ (also pos:sum 
Прозэт/) п [К] kinds of small American ani- 
mal that carries its young in a ‘pocket’ and 
lives in trees. 

op-po-nent /s'pounont/ и [С] person against 
whom one fights, struggles, plays games, con- 
tests an election or argues. 

op-por-tune /'ppatju:n US: -tu:n/ adj (for- 
mal) 1 (of time) suitable, favourable; good for 
a purpose: arrive at ап ~~ moment. 2 (of an ac- 
tion or event) done, coming, at a favourable 
time: an ~ remark|speech. 
op-por-tune-ly adv 

op-por-tun-ism /,'ppatju:nizam US: -tu:n-/ 
п [U] being guided by what seems possible, 
preferring what can be done to what should be 
done. 

op-por-tun-ist /,opotju:nist/ п [С] 1 believer 
in opportunism. 2 person who is more anxious 
to gain an advantage for himself than to con- 
sider whether he is trying to get it fairly. 

op-por-tun-ity |,opo'tju:noti US: -'tu:n-/ и 
[C,U] (pl -ies) favourable time or chance: to 
make/|find|get an ~; have no|little|jnot much ~ 
for hearing good music. take the opportun- 
ity of doing/to do sth, make use of a fav- 
ourable moment to act. 

op-pose /э'рэц2/ vt 1 расе oneself, fight, 
against: opposing the Government/a scheme. 2 
put forward as a contrast or opposite; set up 
against: ~ your will against mine|your views to 
mine. aS opposed to, in contrast with. 

op-po:site /'ppazit/ adj 1 facing; front to 
front or back to back (with): the house ~ (to) 
mine; on the ~ side of the road. 2 entirely dif- 
ferent; contrary: in the ~ direction. 3 similarly 
placed elsewhere. one’s ,opposite 'num- 
ber, person or thing occupying the same or a 
similar position in another group, etc. о prep 
facing: stop ~ the house. с п [С] word or thing 
that is entirely different: Black and white are 
^5. think the~. 

Op-po-si-tion /,ppo'zifn/ 1 1 [U] the state of 
being opposite or opposed: The Socialist 
Party was in~. 2 the Ол, (used with a sing 
verb) MP’s of the political party or parties op- 
posing the Government: the leader of the O~; 
the O~ benches. 3 [0] resistance: Our forces 
met with strong ~. 

op-press /o'pres/ vt 1 rule unjustly or cruel- 
ly; keep down by unjust or cruel government. 
2 (fig) cause to feel troubled, uncomfortable: 
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~ed with anxiety, feel ~ed with the heat. 
op-pres-sion /a'prefn/ n (а) [0] the condi- 
tion of being oppressed: a feeling of ~ion. (b) 
[9] oppressing or being oppressed: victims of 
~ion, [С instance of this. 
op-press-ive /a'presiv/ adj (а) unjust: ~ive 
laws/rules. (b) hard to endure: ~ive weather/| 
heat] taxes. 
op-press-ive-ly adv 
op-pres-sor /-5э(г)/, cruel or unjust ruler, 
leader, etc. 

opt /ppt/ vi exercise a choice; decide: More 
students are ~ing for science courses nowa- 
days. opt out of, choose to take no part in: 
young people who have ~ed out of society, 
chosen not to be conventional. 

op-tic /'optik/ adj of the eye or the sense of 
sight. 
optic nerve, from the eye to the brain. 
op-tics n (used with a sing verb) science of 
light and the laws of light. 

op-ti-cal /'pptiki/ adj1 of the sense of sight. 2 
for looking through; to help eyesight. 
optical illusion, something by which the 
eye is deceived: A mirage is an ~ illusion. 
optical instrument, eg a microscope, tele- 
scope. 
op-ti-cal-ly /-kli/ adv 

op-ti-cian /pp'tifn/ п [С] person who makes 
or supplies optical instruments, esp lenses and 
spectacles. 

op-ti-mism /'pptimizam/ и [0] 1 belief that 
in the end good will triumph over evil. 2 ten- 
dency to feel confidence in success. 
op-ti-mist /-mist/, person who believes that 
all things happen for the best. 
op-ti-mis-tic /,opti'mistik/ adj expecting the 
best; confident: an optimistic view of events. 
op-ti-mis-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

op-ti-mum /'pptimam/ adj best or most fav- 
ourable: the ~ temperature for the growth of 
piants. 

op-tion /орт/ п 1 [9] right or power of 
choosing: / haven’t much ~ in the matter, can- 
not choose. 2 [C] thing that is or may be 
chosen: None of the ~s is satisfactory. leave 
one’s options ‘open, not commit oneself. 
3 [С] (commerce) right to buy or sell at a cer- 
tain price within a certain period of time: have 
an~ опа piece of land. 

op-tional /'ppfanl/ adj which may be chosen 
or not as one wishes; not compulsory: ~ sub- 
Jects at school. 

opus /'supes/ n [С] (p/ opera /'ppara/, rarely 
used) separate musical composition (abbr op, 
used in citing a composition by number, as 
Beethoven, Op 112). 
magnum 'opus, great literary undertaking, 
completed or in course of being written. 

or /9:(r)/ conj 1 (introducing an alternative): Js 
it green ~ blue? Are you coming ~ not? 
either... or, > either. or (else), otherwise; 
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if not: Hurry up ~ (else) you'll be late. 2 (intro- 
ducing all but the first of a series): Га like it to 
be black, white ~ grey. 3 (introducing a word 
that explains or means the same as, another): 
an English pound, ~ one hundred new pence. 4 
or so, (often equivalent to about) suggesting 
vagueness or uncertainty: Га ПКе twenty ~ so. 

-or /-a(r) suffix person or thing performing the 
action: governor, actor. 

or-acle /'praki US: 'o:r-/ п [С] 1 (in ancient 
Greece) (answer given at a) place where ques- 
tions about the future were asked of the gods; 
priest(ess) giving the answers: consult the ~. 2 
person considered able to give reliable guid- 
ance. 
oracu-lar /a'rekjula(r)/ adj 

Oral /'s:ral/ adj 1 using the spoken, not the 
written, word: an ~ examination. 2 (anat) of, 
by, for, the mouth: ~ medicine. a п [С] (infor- 
mal) oral examination. 
oral-ly /'s:rali/ adv by spoken words; by the 
mouth. 

or-ange /'prind3 US: 's:r-/ п, adj [С] (ever- 
green tree with a) round, thick-skinned juicy 
fruit, green and usually changing to a colour 
between yellow and red; [U] colour of this 
fully-ripened fruit. 
orange-ade /,orindz'eid US: ,o:r-/, drink 
made of orange juice. 

orang-outang /э:гер u:'ten US: aren 
a'ten/ (also -utan, -outan /-'ten/) п [C] large 
ape with long arms, of Borneo and Sumatra. 

Orate /s:'reit/ vi (formal) speak publicly. 

ora-tion /9:'re1fn/ n 1 [С] formal speech made 
опа public occasion: a funeral ~. 2 [0] (gram) 
way of speaking: directjindirect ~, direct/ 
reported speech. 

Ora-tor /'prato(r) (5: 'o:r-/ п [С] person who 
makes speeches (esp a good speaker). 
ora-tori-cal /,ora'torikl (5: ,o:ra'to:wr-/ adj 
(formal) of speech-making and orators. 

ora-tory' /'pratri US: 's:rato:n/ п [U] (art of) 
making speeches. 

ora-tory? /'pratri US: 's:rato:ri/ п [С] (pl -ies) 
small chapel for private worship or prayer. 

orb /9:b/ п [С] 1 globe, esp the sun, moon or 
one of the stars. 2 jewelled globe with a cross 
on top, part of a sovereign’s regalia. 

or-bit /'o:bit/ п [С] path followed by а heaven- 
ly body, eg a planet, or by a man-made object, 
eg a spacecraft, round another body: the 
earth's ~ round the sun. How many satellites 
have been put in ~ round the earth? a vt,vi put 
into, (cause to) move, in orbit: When was the 
first satellite ~ed? 
or-bi-tal /'o:bitl/ adj 

or-chard /'s:tfad/ и [С] piece of ground (usu- 
ally enclosed) with fruit-trees. 

or-ches-tra /'s:kistra/ и [С] (p/ ~s) 1 band of 
persons playing musical instruments (includ- 
ing stringed instruments) together: a ‘dance ~; 
a'symphony ~. 2 (або '~ pit) place in a 
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theatre for an orchestra. 
or-ches-tral /o:'kestral/ adj of, for, by, an 
orchesta: ~ instruments|performances. 

or-ches-trate /'o:kistreit/ vf compose, 
arrange, score, for orchestral performances. 
or-ches-tra-tion /,o:ki'streifn/n[C,U] 

or-chid /'o:kid/ п [С] sorts of plant of which 
the tropical kinds have flowers of brilliant col- 
ours and fantastic shapes. 

or-dain /9:'dein/ vt 1 make (a person) a priest 
or minister: He was ~ed priest. 2 (of God, law, 
authority) decide; give orders (that): God has 
~ed that all men shall die. 

or-deal /9:'di:l/ и 1 [U] (in former times) 
method of deciding a person’s guilt or in- 
nocence by a physical test, such as passing 
through fire unharmed or fighting his accuser: 
trial by ~; ~ by fire. 2 [C] any severe test of 
character or endurance: suffer terrible ~s. 

ог.4ег! /'s:da(r)/ n 1 [U] way in which things 
are placed in relation to one another: put 
names in alphabetical ~. in order of, arrang- 
ed according to: in ~ of size/importance. in 
reverse order, > reverse’. 2 [U] condition 
in which everything is carefully arranged; 
working condition. (not) in order, (not) as 
it should be: /s your passport in ~, Is it valid? 
in good/bad, etc running/working 
order, (esp of machines) working well/badly: 
The engine has been tuned and is now in perfect 
running ~. out of order, (of a machine, etc) 
not functioning properly: The lift/phone is out 
of ~.3[U] (condition brought about by) good 
and firm government, obedience to law, rules, 
authority: /t is the business of the police to keep 
~. © disorder. /aw and order, > law(3).4 
{U] rules usual at a public meeting; rules ac- 
cepted, eg in Parliament, committee meetings, 
by members and enforced by a president, 
chairman, or other officer: /s it in ~ to inter- 
rupt? on a point of order, on a point (= 
question) of procedure. 5 [С] command given 
with authority: Soldiers must obey ~s. by 
order of, according to directions given by 
proper authority of: by ~ of the Governor. un- 
der starters’ orders, © starter(b). 6 [С] 
request to supply goods; the goods (to be) sup- 
plied: an ~ worth £50. on order, requested 
but not yet supplied. 7 [C] written instruction 
(esp to a bank or post office) to pay money, or 
giving authority: a ‘postal ~ for thirty new 
pence. 8 [Ч] purpose, intention. in order to 
do sth, with the purpose of, with a view to, 
doing something: in ~ (for you) to see clearly. 
in order that, with the intention that; so 
that: in~ that he can be here in time. 9 [С] rank 
or class in society: the ~ of knights/baronets. 
10 [С] group of people belonging to or ap- 
pointed to a special class (as an honour or re- 
ward): the O~ of Меги[о} the Bath. 11 [С] 
badge, sign, etc worn by members of an ord- 
er(10): wearing all his ~s and decorations. 12 
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(pl) authority given by a bishop to perform 
church duties. be in/take (holy) orders, 
be/become a priest. 13 [C] class of persons on 
whom holy orders have been conferred: the 
O~ of Deacons| Priests] Bishops: 14 [С] group 
of persons living under religious rules, esp a 
brotherhood of monks: the monastic ~s. 15 
[С] style of architectural forms, esp of col- 
umns (pillars) and capitals, esp the classical 
orders (Doric, Ionic, Corinthian) 16 [С] (biol- 
ogy) highest division in the grouping of ani- 
mals, plants, etc: The rose and the bean families 
belong to the same ~. 17 [C] kind; sort: intel- 
lect of a high ~. 18 [С] arrangement of mili- 
tary forces: in open/close ~, with wide/with 
only slight spaces between the men, etc. 

or-der? /'o:da(r)/ vt 1 give an order(5,6,7): 
The doctor ~ed me to (stay in) bed. The judge 
~ed that the prisoner should be remanded. I ve 
~ed lunch for 1.30. order sb about, keep on 
telling him to do things. 2 arrange; direct: ~ 
one’s life according to strict rules. 
or-der-ing, (from 2 above) arrangement: the 
~ ing of words т an index. 

or-der-ly /'s:dali/ adj 1 well arranged; in good 
order; tidy: an ~ room/desk. 2 methodical: a 
man with an ~ mind. 3 well behaved; obedient 
to discipline: an ~ crowd. о п [C] (pl -ies) 
(army) officer’s messenger; attendant in a 
(military) hospital. 
or-der-li-ness n[U] 

or-di-nal /'s:dinl/ adj, п [С] (number) show- 
ing order or position in a series: first, second, 
third. > cardinal. 

or-di-nance /'s:dinens/ п [С] order, rule, 
statute, made by authority or decree: the ~s of 
the City Council. 

or-di-nary /'s:dinri US: 'o:rdaneri/ adj nor- 
mal; usual; average: an ~ day’s work; in ~ 
dress. in the ordinary way, in the usual or 
customary way. 
or-di-nar-ily /'o:dinarali US: 'o:rdanerali/ adv 
in the usual or normal way: behave quite ordi- 
narily. 

or-di-na-tion |,9:di'neifn/ n [0] ceremony of 
ordaining (a priest or minister), [С] instance of 
this. 

ord-nance /'s:dnons/ и [U] artillery; muni- 
tions. 
,Ord-nance 'Зигуеу, (the preparation of) 
accurate and detailed maps of the physical 

geography of Britain and Ireland. 

ore /э:(г)/ п [C,U] (kinds of) rock, earth, 
mineral, etc from which metal can be mined or 
extracted: iron~. 

or-gan!’ /'s:gan/ п [C] 1 any part of an animal 
body or plant serving an essential purpose: the 
~s of speech, the tongue, teeth, lips, etc; the 
reproductive ~s. 2 means of getting work 
done; organization: Parliament is the chief ~ 
of government. 3 means for making known 
what people think: ~s of public opinion, the 
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press, radio, TV, etc. 

or-gan? /'s:gon/ п [С] musical instrument 
from which sounds are produced by air forced 
through pipes, played by keys pressed with the 
fingers and pedals pressed with the feet. 
'or-gan-ist /-1st/, player of an organ. 

or-ganic /9:'genik/ adj 1 of an organ or or- 
gans of the body: ~ diseases. 2 (opposite = 
inorganic) having bodily organs: ~ life. 3 
made of related parts; arranged as a system: an 
~ (ie organized) structure. 
or-gani-cally /-kli/ adv 

or-gan-ism /'s:gonizom/ п [С] 1 living being 
(plant or animal) with parts which work 
together. 2 any system with parts dependent 
oneach other: the social ~. 

or-gan-iz-ation (also -isation) 
/,a:gonar'zerfn US: -nt'z-/ п 1 [Ч] act of organ- 
izing; condition of being organized: busy with 
the ~ of a new committee. 2 [С] organized 
body of persons; organized system: The hu- 
man body has a very complex ~. 

or-gan-ize (also -ise) /'s:gonaiz/ vt put into 
working order; arrange in a system; make pre- 
parations Гог: ~ an army/a trade union|one’s 
work|oneself. 
or-gan-ized (also -ised) adj (a) having a 
system or order: highly ~d forms of life. (b) 
(of a business, etc) with a recognized trade 
union representation. 
or-gan-izer (also -iser), person who organ- 
izes things. 

or-gi-as-tic /,o:d3!'estik/ adj of the nature of 
an orgy. 

orgy /'s:d31/ п [C] (р/ -ies) 1 occasion of wild 
merry-making. 2 (p/) drunken or immoral acts 
for amusement. 3 (informal) succession of in- 
nocent, pleasant activities: an ~ of concerts] 
spending. 

orient’ /'s:riont/ и the O~, (poetic name 
for) countries east of the Mediterranean, esp 
the Far East. a adj (poetic) Eastern; (of the 
‘sun) rising: the ~ sun. 

orient? /'s:riant/ vt (US) = orientate. 

orien-tai /охиепИ/ adj of the Orient: ~ 
civilization/art/jrugs. a п [С] Ow, inhabitant 
of the Orient, esp China and Japan. 

orien-tate /'o:rionteit/ (US = orient) vi1 
place (a building, etc) so as to face east; build 

‘(a church) with the chancel end facing east. 2 

` place ог. exactly determine the position of 
(something) with regard to the points of the 
compass. 3 (fig) bring into clearly understood 
relations: ~ oneself, make oneself familiar 
with a situation, one’s surroundings, etc. 
orien-ta-tion /,o:rien'terfn/ и [9] 

ori-fice /'prifis US: 's:r-/ п [С] outer opening; 
mouth (of a cave, etc). 

Ori-gin /'pridzin US: 'o:r-/ п [C,U] starting- 
point: the ~ of a quarrel; the ~(s) of civiliza- 
tion, words of Latin ~. 

orig-inal /s'ridzinl/ adj 1 first or earliest: the 
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~ inhabitants of the country. 2 newly created; 
not copied or imitated: an ~ design. 3 able to 
produce new ideas, etc: an~ thinker|mind.an 
1 [С] original(2) thing: This is a copy; the ~ is 
in Madrid. 2 the ~, language in which some- 
thing was first written: study Plato in the ~, in 
classical Greek. 
O,riginal 'sin, tendency to commit sin which, 
some Christians believe, is inherited. 
Orig-in-al-ly /-nali/ adv (a) in an original(2) 
manner: write ~ly. (b) from or in the begin- 
ning: The school was ~ly quite small. 
orig-in-al-ity /2,r1d3zi'nzloti/ n [U] state or 
quality of being original(2): work that shows 
now~wity. 

orig-inate /o'ridzineit/ уруЕ 1 have as acause 
or beginning: With whom did the scheme ~? 2 
be the author or creator of: ~ a new style of 
dancing. 
Orig-in-ator /-ta(r)/, person who originates 
something. 

or-na-‘ment /'o:nomont/ и 1 [U] adorning or 
being adorned; that which is added for decor- 
ation: embroidery used. as ~. 2 [С] something 
designed or used to add beauty or to decorate: 
a shelf crowded with ~s, eg pieces of china. 3 
[С] person, act, quality, etc that adds beauty, 
charm, ес: He is an ~ to his profession. a vt 
Пэ:пэтеп{/ decorate; make beautiful: ~ а 
dress with lace. 
or-na-men.-tali /,9:na'mentl/ adj decorative. 

or-nate /o:'neit/ adj 1 richly ornamented. 2 
(of literary style) not simple in style or vocabu- 
lary. 
or-nate-ly adv 

or-ni-tho-logi-cal /,9:ni@0'lod3ikl/ adj of 
ornithology. 

or-ni-tho!-ogist /,o:n1'@pledzist/ п [С] ex- 
pert in, student of, ornithology. 

or-ni-thol-ogy / 2:10 015451 n [U] scientific 
study of birds. 

or-phan /'s:fn/ и [С] child who has lost one ог 
both of its parents by death: (used as an adjec- 
tive) ап ~ child. с vt cause to be an orphan: 
~ed by war. 
'or-phan-age /-id3/, home for orphans. 

or-tho-dox /'s:0adpks/ adj (having opinions, 
beliefs, etc which are) generally accepted or 
approved: an ~ member of the Church; ~ 
behaviour. > heterodox. 
the Orthodox Church, the О or 
Greek Church, recognizing the Patriarch of 
Istanbul (Constantinople) as its head; the na- 
tional churches of Russia, Rumania, etc. 
or-tho-doxy /'s:8edpksi/ n (р/ -ies) [0] being 
orthodox; [C] orthodox belief, character, 
practice. 

or-thogra-phy /э:9одгэй/ п [Ч] (system of) 
spelling; correct or conventional spelling. 

or-tho-paedic (also -pedic) /,9:60'pi:dik/ 
adj of the curing of deformities and diseases of 
bones: ~ surgery. 
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or-tho-paed-ics (also -ped-ics) n (used 
with a sing verb) branch of surgery dealing 
with bone deformities and diseases. 

os-cil-late /'psileit/ vi,vt 1 swing backwards 
and forwards as the pendulum of a clock does. 
2 (fig) change between extremes of opinion, 
etc.3 cause to swing to and fro. 4 (of electric 
current) undergo high frequency alternations; 
(of radio receivers) radiate electro-magnetic 
waves; experience interference (in reception) 
from this. 

os-cil-la-tion /озШе{п/ и С] 
os-cil-lator /-ta(r)/, (esp) device for produc- 
ing electric oscillations. 

os-prey /'psprer US: -рп/ п [С] (p/ ~s) large 
kind of hawk that preys on fish. 

oss-ify /'psifai/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) 1 (formal) 
make or become hard like bone; change into 
bone. 2 (fig) make or become rigid, unpro- 
gressive. 

ossi-fi-ca-tion /,psifi'keif{n/ п [0] 

os-ten-sible /'pstensabl/ adj (formal) (of 
reasons, etc) put forward in an attempt to hide 
the real reason; seeming to be. 

os-ten-sibly /-abli/ adv apparently. 

os-ten-ta-tion /,psten'teifn/ и [0] display 
(of wealth, learning, skill, etc) made to get 
admiration or envy. 

os-ten-ta-tious /|,psten'teifas/ adj showing 
ostentation: ~ jewellery/manners|people. 
os-ten-ta-tious:ly adv 

Os-tra-cize (also -ise) /'pstrosaiz/ vi shut 
out from society: refuse to meet, talk to, etc: 
She was ~ed by all her neighbours after her 
imprisonment. 

os-trich /'pstritf/ п [С] (p/ ~es) fast-running 
bird, the largest in existence, unable to fly, 
bred for its valuable tail feathers. 

other /',da(r)/ adj, pron (of) (person or thing) 
not already named or implied. 1 the ~, (sing) 
the second of two: The twins are so much alike 
that people find it difficult to know (the) one 
from the ~. The post office is on the ~ side of 
the street. on the ‘other hand, > 
hand'(9). 2 the ~s, (р/) (used when the 
reference is to two or more): Six of them are 
mine; the ~s are John’s. 3 (used when one 
member of a group is compared with other 
members): Green is far better as a striker than 
any ~ member of the team. > also another. 
each other, > each(4). every other, (a) 
all the rest: John is stupid; every ~ boy in the 
class knows the answer. (b) alternate: Write 
only on every ~ line. one after the other- 
/another, in succession, not together. ...or 
other, (used to suggest absence of certainty 
or precision): J shall be coming again some day 
ог ~, one of these days. the other day, a few 
days ago. 4 different: / do not wish her to be ~ 
than she is. о adv (= otherwise) in a different 
way: Il can't doit ~ than slowly. 

Other-wise /'adswaiz/ adv 1 in another or 
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different way: You evidently think ~. 2 in 
other or different respects or conditions: The 
rent is high, but ~ the house is satisfactory. о 
conj if not; or else: Do what you’ ve been told; ~ 
you will be punished. 

ot-ter /'pto(r)/ п [С] fur-covered, fish-eating 
animal with four webbed feet and a flat tail; 
[U] its fur. 

ouch javtI/ int (used to express sudden pain). 

ought /9:t/ auxiliary verb (No infinitive, no 
participles, no inflected forms; ought not may 
be contracted to oughtn't /'o:tnt/.) 1 (showing 
duty or obligation): Such things ~ not to be al- 
lowed. You ~ to have done that earlier. > 
shall(3). 2 (showing what is advisable, desir- 
able or right): There ~ to be more buses during 
the rush hours. You ~ (= } advise you) to see 
that new film. 3 (showing probability): That ~ 
to be enough fish for three people. Harry ~ to 
win the race. 

ounce /auns/ п [К] (abbr oz) umit of weight, 
one sixteenth of a pound avoirdupois or one 
twelfth of a pound troy. 

our /usual form: а:(г) strong form: 'aua(r){ pos- 
sessive adj of or belonging to us; that we are 
concerned with, etc: We have done ~ share. 
Our Father, God. 
Our Lady, the Virgin Mary. 

ours /'avuoz/ possessive pron (the one or ones) 
belonging to us: This house 15 ~. Ол is larger 
than theirs. 

our-selves /|,avo'selvz/ pron 1 (reflexive): 
It's no use worrying ~ about that. (all) by 
ourselves, (a) alone. (b) without help. 2 
(used for emphasis): We've often made that 
mistake ~. 

-ous /-as/ suffix having the qualities of: 
poisonous. 

oust /aust/ vt cause (a person).to leave (his 
job, position, etc): ~ him from being the secre- 
tary of the committee. 

out’ jaut/ adverbial particle (contrasted with 
т) (For special uses with verbs, eg go out, >> 
the verb entries.) 1 away from, not in or at, a 
place, the usual or normal condition, etc: walk 
~; order him ~; find one’s way ~. 2 be out: 
Mrs White is ~, not at home. The dockers are 
~ again, on strike. The book I wanted was ~, 
was not in the library. The tide is ~, low. The 
Socialist party was ~, not in power. Short 
skirts are ~, not fashionable. be (out and) 
about, > аБош? (3). be out to + inf, try- 
ing or hoping to: Гт not ~ (= It is not my 
aim) to reform the world. 3 (used in various 
phrases to show absence from home): We 
don’t go ~ much. We're dining ~ this evening. 
4 (used to emphasize the idea of distance): He 
lives ~ in the country. The fishing boats are all 
~ at sea. What are you doing ~ there? 5 avail- 
able; free from confinement or restraint; dis- 
covered: The secret is ~, discovered, known. 
The apple blossom 15 ~, open. The sun is ~, not 
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hidden by cloud. His new book is ~, publish- 
ed. 6 exhausted, extinct: The fire/gas/light is 
~, not burning. Put that cigarette ~!7 to or at 
an end; completely: Ги tired/worn ~. have it 
out with sb, > have‘(9). аЙ out, © 
all?(3). 8 (showing error): Гт ~ in my calcu- 
lations. We're ten pounds ~ in our accounts. а 
long way/not far out. badiy/not much in 
error. 9 (showing clearness or loudness): сай] 
cry|shout ~. out loud, in a loud voice. 
straight out, © straight?(1). 10 (cricket) 
(of a batsman) no longer batting; having been 
bowled, caught, etc: The captain was ~ for 
three (runs). 

out? /avt/ prep out of, (contrasted with in 
and into; © the noun and verb entries for 
special uses, eg out of date, out of the way.) 1 
(of piace): Fish cannot live ~ of water. Mr 
Green is ~ of town this week. out of bounds, 
> bounds. 2 (of movement): He walked ~ of 
the shop. 3 (of motive or cause): They helped us 
~ of pity/kindness. 4 from among: It happens 
in nine cases ~ of ten. 5 by the use of; from: 
The hut was made ~ of old planks. Can good 
ever come ~ of evil? 6 without: ~ of breath/ 
stock|work|petrol. 7 (of condition): ~ of 
fashion|control{order|danger. > the noun en- 
tries. 8 (of origin or source): a scene ~ of a 
play, drink ~ of a cup/a bottle. 9 (of result): 
talk him ~ of doing it, talk to him with the re- 
sult that he does not do it; cheat him ~ of his 
money; frighten her ~ of her wits. 10 at a cer- 
tain distance from: The ship struck a mine ten 
miles ~ of Hull. ‘out of t#, (a) not invited to 
be a member of a party, etc; sad for this 
reason: She felt ~ of it as she watched the 
others go off to the disco. (b) not concerned or 
involved: /t’s a dishonest scheme and Гт glad 
to be ~ of it. 

out® /avt/ п (only in) the ins and (the) 
outs, > in’. 

out-back /'autbek/ adj, п the ~, (eg in 
Australia) (of) the more distant areas with a 
small population. 

out-bid /,aut'bid/ vt (-dd-) bid higher than 
(another person) at an auction, etc. 

out-board /'autbo:d/ adj placed on or near 
the outside of a ship or boat. 
outboard motor, detachable engine that is 
at the back and outside a boat. 

out-brave /,avut'breiv/ vt put up with brave- 
ly: ~ the storm. 

out-break /'autbreik/ п [С] breaking out: an 
~ of fever{hostilities. ; 

out-build-ing /'autbildin/ п [С] building, eg 
a Shed or stable, separate from the main build- 
ing. 

out-burst /'autbs:st/ п [С] bursting out (of 
steam, energy, laughter, anger, etc). 

out-cast /lavtka:sst US: -kest/ п [C], adj 
(person or animal) sent away from home or 
society. 


out/ outlandish 


out-caste /lautka:st US: -kest/ и [С], adj (eg 
in India) (person) having lost, or been expelled 
from, or not belonging to, a caste. 

out-class /,aut'kla:s US: -'kles/ vt be, do, 
much better than: He was ~ed from the start 
of the race. 

out-come /'avutkam/ п [С] effect or result of 
an event, or of circumstances. 

out-crop /'avtkrop/ п [С] that part of a layer 
(of rock, etc) which can be seen above the sur- 
face of the ground. 

out-cry /'autkrai/ п (pl -ies) 1 [С] loud shout 
or scream (of fear, alarm, etc). 2 [C,U] public 
protest (against something). 

out-dated /,aut'dertid/ adj made out-of-date 
(by the passing of time). 

out-dis-tance /|,avt'distens/ vt travel faster 
than and leave behind. 

out-do /,avut'du:/ vt (3rd person sing pres 
-does /-'daz/, pt -did |-'did/, pp -done /-'dan/) 
do more or better than: Not to be outdone he 
tried again. 

out-door /'autds:(r)/ adj done, existing, 
used, outside a house or building: leading an~ 
life; ~~ ‘sports. 

out-doors /|,aut'do:z/ adv in the open air; 
outside: It’s cold~. Let’seat~. 

outer /'auta(r)/ adj 1 of or for the outside. г> 
inner. 2 farther from the middle or inside. 
jouter ‘space, the universe beyond the 
earth’s atmosphere. 
‘outer-most /-moust/ adj farthest from the 
inside or centre. 

out-fit /'autfit/ n [С] all the clothing, equip- 
ment, needed for a purpose: a 'camping ~, 
tent, etc. o vt (-tt-) equip. 
out-fitter, shopkeeper, shop, selling clothes: 
a school ~ter. 

out-flank /,aut'flenk/ vt go or pass round 
the side of (the enemy): an ~ing movement. 

out-fox /,aut'foks/ vt defeat by being cun- 
ning. 

out-go-ing /'autgsuin/ adj going out; leav- 
ing: the ~ tenantitide. > incoming. 
out-go-ings п p/ expenditure. 

out-grow /|,avt'grau/ vt (pt -grew /-'gru:/, pp 
-grown /-'graun/) 1 grow too large or too tall 
for, eg one’s clothes. 2 grow faster or taller 
than another person. 3 leave behind, as one 
grows older (bad habits, childish interests, 
opinions, etc). 

out-growth /‘avtgrav6/ п [С] 1 natural 
development or product. 2 that which grows 
out of something: ап ~ опа tree. 

out-house /'authaus/ п [С] (pl ~s /-hauziz/) 
small building adjoining the main building (eg 
a shed, barn or stable). 

out-ing /'autin/ n [С] 1 holiday away from 
home; pleasure trip: go for an ~ to the seaside. 
2 practice (eg by a race-horse). 

out-jockey /,avt'd3pki/ vt outmanoeuvre. 

out-land-ish /,aot'lendif/ adj looking or 


outlast /outsize 


sounding very odd, strange (esp to shock): ~ 
dress|behaviour|ideas. 
out-land-ish-ly adv 

out-last /avt'la:st US: -'lest/ vt last or live 
longer than. 

out-lawy /‘aotls:/ и [С] (in olden times) person 
punished by being placed outside the protec- 
tion of the law. с vt make (a person) an out- 
law. 

out-lay /'avtlei/ п [U] spending; providing 
money; [С] sumsof money that is spent: a large 
~ on|for scientific research. 

out-let /'autlet/ п [С] 1 way out for water, 
steam, etc: an ~ for water. 2 (fig) means of or 
occasion for showing one’s feelings, using 
one’s energies, etc. 

out-line /‘autlain/ п [С] 1 line(s) showing 
shape or boundary: an ~ map of Great Bri- 
tain; draw it in ~. 2 statement of the chief 
facts, points, etc: an ~ for ап essay/alecture.a 
vt draw, give, in outline: outlining ideas for the 
stage design|for future activities. 

out-live /,aut'liv/ vt 1 live longer than: ~ 
one’s wife. 2 live until something is forgotten: 
~ a disgrace. 

out-look /'autluk/ п [C] 1 view on which one 
looks out: a pleasant ~ over the valley. 2 what 
seems likely to happen: a bright ~ for trade; 
further ~, dry and sunny (weather forecast). 3 
person’s way of looking at something: а nar- 
row ~ on life. > narrow(5). 

out-lying /'avtiaun/ adj far from the centre: 
~ villages. 

out-‘man-oeuvre (US = -ma-neu-ver) 
/,avtmo'nu:va(r)/ vt overcome, defeat, by be- 
ing superior in manoeuvring. 

out-match /,avut'metS/ vt be more than 
equal: be ~ed in skill and endurance. 

out-moded /,aut'moudid/ adj out of 
fashion. 

out-most /'autmoust/ adj = outermost. 

out-num-ber /,aut'nambo(r)/ vt be greater 
in number than. 

out-of-date /,avut ov ‘deit/ adj (hyphens are 
used when it is used with (usually before) a 
noun to name a quality) = out of date: an ~ 
set of figures. > date'(2). 

out-of-the-way /|,avt ov дэ 'wei/ adj 1 re- 
mote; secluded: an ~ cottage. 2 not commonly 
known: ~ items of knowledge. 

out-patient /'autpeifnt/ л [С] person visit- 
ing a hospital for treatment but not living 
there. 

out-play /,aut'plei/ уг play better than: The 
English were ~ed by the Brazilians. 

out-point /аойрошИ у! (in boxing, etc) 
score more points than; defeat on points. 

out-post /'autpaust/ п [С] 1 (soldiers in an) 
observation post at a distance from the main 
body of troops. 2 any distant settlement: an ~ 
of the Roman Empire. 

out-pour-ing /'autpvo:rin/ 1 [С] pouring 
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out. 2 (usually p/) expression of feeling: ~s of 
sadness at her death. 

out-put /'autput/ п [С] 1 quantity of goods, 
etc produced: the ~ of a goldmine|]a factory. 2 
power, energy, etc produced. 3 information 
produced from acomputer. > input. 

out-rage /'autreid3/ п [C,U] 1 (act of) ex- 
treme violence or cruelty: The use of torture is 
ап ~ against humanity. 2 act that shocks pub- 
lic opinion: an ~ on decency. в vt treat violent- 
ly or cruelly; shock greatly: ~ public opinion] 
one’s sense of justice. 

out-rage-ous /,aut'reidzas/ adj shocking; 
very cruel, immoral: ~ behaviour; an ~ price/ 
remark. 
out-rage-ous-ly аду 

out-rider /'autraida(r)/ п [С] person, eg 
policeman on a motorcycle, accompanying a 
vehicle as an attendant or guard. 

out-right /'avtrait/ adj 1 thorough; positive: 
ап ~ denial; ~ wickedness; ап ~ liar. 2 clear; 
unmistakable: On the voting for secretary, 
Smith was the ~ winner. о adv 1 openly, with 
nothing held back: tell a man ~ what one 
thinks of his behaviour. 2 completely; at one 
time: buy athouse ~, ie not by instalments; be 
killed~, quickly, eg by a single blow. 

out-rival /aut'raiv]/ vz (-Il-, US also -I-) be or 
do better than a rival. 

out-run аойглп/ vt (pt -ran /-'ren/, рр -гип) 
(-nn-) run faster or better than. 

out-set /'autset/ п at/from the outset, 
at/from the beginning: / warned you from the 
~ that I don’t like spiders. 

out-shine /зо{аш/ vt (pt.pp -shone 
[-Топ/) 1 shine more brightly than. 2 (fig) be 
more attractive, successful, than. 

out:-side /,avt'said/ n (contrasted with inside) 
1 [C] the other side or surface; the outer 
part(s): The ~ of the house needs painting. 2 at 
the (very) outside, at the most; at the 
highest reckoning: There were only fifty people 
there at the ~, certainly not more than fifty. о 
adj 1 of or on, nearer, the outside: ~ measure- 
ments, eg of a box; an ~ broadcast, from a 
place away from the studios. 2 greatest pos- 
sible or probable: an ~ estimate. 3 not con- 
nected with or included in a group, organiza- 
tion, etc: We shall need ~ help (= extra work- 
ers) for this job. 4 unlikely, эта]; an ~ 
chance|possibility. 0 adv on or to the outside: 
The car is waiting ~. о prep 1 at or on the out- 
er side of: ~ the house. 2 beyond the limits of: 
Не has no occupation ~ his office work. 
outside broadcast, one not in a studio. 

out-sider |,aut'saida(r)/ п {С] 1 person who 
is not, or who is not considered to be, a mem- 
ber of a group, society, etc. 2 horse that is 
thought to have little chance of winning a 
race. 

out-size /‘autsaiz/ adj (esp of clothing, etc) 
larger than the usual size. 
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out-skirts /'avtsks:ts/ и p/ borders or out- 
lying parts (esp of a town): on the ~ of Lille. 

out-smart /,aut'sma:t/ vt (informal) be 
cleverer, more cunning, than. 

out-spoken /,2vut'spoukon/ adj saying freely 
what one thinks: ~ comments} delegates. 
out-spoken-ly adv 

out-spread /,aut'spred/ adj spread or 
stretched out: with ,~ 'arms],arms'~. 

out-stand-ing /,avut'stendin/ а4/ 1 in a pos- 
ition to be easily noticed; attracting attention 
(because so good): an ~ landmark. The boy 
who won the scholarship was quite ~. 2 (of 
problems, work, payments, etc) still to be at- 
tended to: ~ debts; work that is still ~. 3 
/‘autstendin/ sticking out: a boy with big, ~ 
ears. 
out-stand-ing-ly adv. ~ly successful. 

out-stay /,avt'stei/ vt stay longer than: ~ the 
other guests. outstay one’s welcome, 
stay until one is no longer a welcome guest. 

outstretched /,avt'strett/ adj stretched 
or spread out: lie ~ on the grass; with'~ arms. 

out-strip /,aut'strip/ vz (-pp-) do better 
than. 

out-ward /'autwod/ adj 1 of or on the out- 
side: the ~ appearance of things. 2 going out: 
during the ~ voyage. 0 adv (also out-wards) 
towards the outside; away from home or the 
centre: The two ends must be bent ~s. The ship 
15 ~ bound, sailing away from its home port. 
out-ward-ly adv on the surface; apparently: 
Though frightened she appeared ~ly calm. 

out-wear § /,avct'wea(r)/ vt (pt -wore 
|-'wo:(r)/, pp -worn /-'wo:n/) 1 last longer 
than: Leather shoes will ~ plastic ones. 2 (pp): 
outworn (= out-of-date) practices in industry. 

out-weigh /,aut'wei/ vt be greater in weight, 
value or importance than: Do the disadvan- 
tages ~ the advantages? 

out-wit /,aut'wit/ vi (-tt-) defeat by being 
cleverer or more cunning than. 

out-wore | ,aut'wo:(r)/, 
| aut'wo:n/ & outwear. 

Ova /'auva/ п pl of ovum. 

oval /'suvl/ п [С], adj (shape or outline that is) 
like an egg or ellipse. 

ovary /'suvori/ п [С] (pi -ies) (anat) 1 either of 
the two reproductive organs in which ova are 
produced in female animals. 2 seed-vessel in a 
plant..c> ovum. 

Ova-tion /su'veifn/ n-[C] enthusiastic expres- 
sion (clapping, cheering) of welcome or ap- 
proval: a standing ~, one showing. great 
pleasure, etc by standing up to clap, etc. 

oven /'луп/ п [С] enclosed space (in a cooker) 
heated for baking, roasting, etc: Bread is 
bakedinan~. 

'oven-ready adj (on sale) ready to cook: 
~ready chickens. 
loven-ware /-weo(r)/ п [U] heat-proof dishes 
for use in an oven. 


out-worn 


outskirts /over 


over’ //эоуэ(г)/ adv (® the verb entries for 
special combinations, eg give over.) 1 (sug- 
gesting movement from an upright position, 
from one side to the other side, or so that a dif- 
ferent side is seen, etc): Don’t knock that vase 
~. He turned ~ in bed. 2 (suggesting motion 
upwards and outwards): Fhe milk boiled ~. 
(fig) He was boiling ~ with rage. 3 from begin- 
ning to end; through: You should think it ~, 
consider the matter carefully. 4 (suggesting 
repetition). (а!) over again, агат com- 
pletely: He did it so badly that I had to do it all 
~ again myself. jover and ,over (a'gain), 
repeatedly; many times: Гуе warned you ~ and 
~ again not to do that. 5 across (a street, an 
open space, a distance, etc): Take these letters 
~ to the post office. Come ~ and see me some 
time. over there, © there'(5). 6 remaining; 
not used after part has been taken or used: 
Seven into thirty goes four times and two ~. If 
there’s any meat (left) ~, give it to the dog. 7 in 
addition; in excess; more: children of fourteen 
and ~; 10 metres and a little ~. 8 ended; fin- 
ished; done with: The meeting/The storm is ~. 
His sufferings will soon be ~. 9 more than is 
right, usual, wise, etc: ;»~-'anxious,; ,~-'taxed. 
2> over- below. 10 (suggesting transference ог 
change from one person, party, etc to an- 
other): He has gone ~ to the enemy, joined 
them. 11 on the whole surface; in all parts: He 
was aching all ~. Paint the old name ~, cover 
it with paint. That’s Smith all ~!, It’s typical of 
him! 

over? /'suva(r)/ prep 1 resting on the surface 
of and covering, partly or completely: He 
spread his handkerchief ~ his face to keep the 
flies off. I knocked the man’s hat ~ his eyes, so 
that he couldn’t see. 2 at a level higher than, 
but not touching: The sky is ~ our heads. I 
leant ~ the table. over one’s head, > 
head'(20). 3 (of superiority in rank, author- 
ity, etc): He rules ~ a great tribe. He has no 
command ~ his students. Mr White is ~ me in 
the office. 4 in or across every part of: Snow is 
falling ~ the north of England. He has travelled 
all ~ Europe. 5 from one side to the other of; 
to or at the other side of: He escaped ~ the 
frontier. She spoke to me ~ her shoulder. Look 
~ the hedge. 6 so as to be over and on the 
other side of: climb ~ a wall; jump ~ a brook. 
7 (of time): Can you stay ~ Sunday, until 
Monday? 8 (opposite = under) more than: He 
spoke for ~ an hour. He stayed in London (for) 
~ атотшй. The river is ~ fifty miles long. He’s 
~ fifty years old. ver and a'bove, in addi- 
tion to: The waiters get good tips ~ and above 
their wages. 9 in connection with; while en- 
gaged in; concerning: an argument ~ methods. 
He went to sleep ~ his work, while doing it. 
How long will he be ~ it? How long will it take 
him to do it, get there, etc? 

over? /'suva(r)/ п [С] (cricket) number of balls 


over- /overgrown 


bowled in succession by each bowler in turn. 

over- /эсуэ(г)/ prefix 1 across, above: over- 
land; overhead. 2 too (much): ,over-po'lite. 
The meanings of the adjectives below may be 
obtained by putting too in place of over: 
jover-a'bundant ,over-ex'cited 
,over-'active ,over-fa'miliar 
,over-am'bitious ,over-'fond 
jover-'anxious ‚омег-Чий 
,over-'bold ,over-'generous 
,over-'busy ,over-'greedy 
jover-'careful ,over-'hasty 
,over-'cautious jover-jealous 
,over-'confident jover-'nervous 
jover-'critical jover-'proud 
,over-'curious ,over-'ripe 
,over-'delicate ,over-'sensitive 
jover-'eager ,over-'serious 
,over-e'motional ,over-sus'picious 
,over-en,thusi'astic ,over-'zealous 
The meanings of the nouns below may be ob- 
tained by putting too much in place of over: 
,over-a'bundance ,over-'payment 
,over-an'xiety ,over-,popu'lation 
,over-'confidence ,over-pro'duction 
‚омег-ех'розиге ,over-'strain 
,over-in'dulgence jover-,valu'ation 
The meaning of the verbs below may be ob- 
tained by putting too much after the verb in 
place of over: 
jover-'burden 
jover-'cook 
jover-'eat 
,over-'emphasize 
,over-'estimate 
pover-ex'ert ,over-'strain 
,over-ex'pose jover-'value 

over-act |, au0variekt/ vi,vt act in an exagger- 
ated way. 

over-all’ | ,auvar's:1/ adj including everything; 
containing all: the ~ measurements of aroom. 

over-all? /'suvaro:l/ n 1 [С] loose-fitting dress 
that covers other clothes (eg as worn by 
housewives). 2 (p/) loose-fitting trousers, with 
the front extended above the waist, worn to 
protect other clothes. 

over-arm /'suveara:m/ аду (in sport, eg crick- 
et) with the arm swung over the shoulder: bow/ 
~,;an~ bowler; ~ bowling. 

over-awe /|,ouvoer's:/ vt gain complete rever- 
ence, respect, obedience, etc. 

over-bal-ance /,suve'belens/ vt,vi (cause 
to) fall over: He ~dand fell in. 

over-bear-ing /,ouva'bearin/ adj forcing 
others to one’s will: an ~ manner. 
over-bear-ing-ly adv 

over-bid |/,ouva'bid/ vt,vi (pt,pp ~) (-dd-) 1 
(at an auction) bid higher than (another per- 
son). 2 bid more than the value of (something 
offered for sale). o n[C,U] act of overbidding. 

over-board /'au0vabo:d/ adv over the side of 
a ship or boat into the water: fall/jump ~. 


,over-'heat 
,over-in'dulge 
,over-'praise 
;over-pro'duce 
jover-'simplify 
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over-bur-den /эоуэз:4п/ vt burden too 
heavily: ~ed with grief. 

over-cast /,ouva'ka:st US: -'kest/ adj 1 (of 
the sky) darkened (as) by clouds. 2 (fig) 
gloomy; sad. ви [С] cloud-covered sky. 

over-charge /|,suva'tfa:d3/ vt,vi 1 charge 
too high a price: We were ~d for the eggs. 2 fill 
or load too much: ~ an electric circuit. а п 
ЛэоуэЦа:45/ [С] load, price, etc that is too 
high or great. 

over-cloud /,suva'klaud/ vt,vi cover, be- 
come covered, with clouds or shadows. 

over-coat /'suvakaut/ п [С] long coat worn 
over other clothes in cold weather. 

оуег.соте /|,uva'kam/ vt (pt -сате 
/-'ke1m/, pp -come) 1 defeat; be too strong for. 
~ the епету[а bad habit/temptation. 2 make 
weak: be ~ by emotion|tiredness|sadness|/ 
whisk y/fumes. 

over-crowd /|,ovuve'kraud/ vt crowd too 
much: ~ed buses and trains; the ~ing of large 
cities. 

over-do /|,suve'du:/ vt (pt -did /-'did/, рр 
-done /-'dan/) 1 do too much; exaggerate; 
overact: He overdid his part in the play. over- 
do it, (a) work, etc too hard: You should 
work hard, but don’t ~ it and make yourself ill. 
(b) exaggerate; go too far in order to achieve 
one’s aim: He tried to show sympathy for us, 
but didn’t he ~ it? 2 cook too much: overdone 
beef. 

over-dose /'suvadaus/ п [С] amount or dose 
of a drug that is too much. 

over-draft /'suvedra:ft US: -dreft/ п [С] 
amount of money by which a bank account 15 
overdrawn. 

over-draw |/эоуэ!го:/ vt,vi (pt -drew 
/-'dru:/, pp -drawn /-'dro:n/) 1 draw a cheque 
for a sum that is more than one’s credit ba- 
lance in a bank: an ~n account. 2 exaggerate: 
The characters in this novel are rather ~n, are 
not true to life. 

over-dress | ,ouve'dres/ vt,vi dress (oneself, 
etc) too richly or too formally. 

over-due /|,auva'dju: US: -'du:/ adj beyond 
the time fixed (for arrival, payment, etc): The 
train is ~~, is late. These bills are all~, ought to 
have been paid before now. The baby is two 
weeks ~, still not born two weeks after the 
expected date of birth. 

over-flow /эоуэ'Йэц/ vt,vi (рьрр ~ed) 1 
flow over; flow over the edges or limits; spread 
beyond the ordinary or usual area: The river 
~ed its banks. The crowds were so big that they 
~ed into the street. 2 be more than filled: a 
heart ~ing with love. an ['avvefiau/ [С] flow- 
ing over of liquid; that which flows over or ts 
too much for the space, area, etc available: an 
~ meeting, one held for those unable to find 
room in the hall, etc where the principal meet- 
ing is held. 

over-grown /эоуз'9гэоп/ adj 1 having 
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grown too fast: an '~ boy. 2 covered with 
something that has grown over: a garden ~ 
with weeds. 

over-growth /'suvegrau8/ п [С] 1 that 
which has grown over: an ~ of weeds. 2 
growth that is too fast or too much: weakness 
due tow. 

over-hang /,sovahen/ vi,vi (рьрр -hung 
/-'han/) hang, project, over, like a shelf: The 
cliffs ~ the stream. The ledge ~s several feet. с 
n /'suvahen/ [С] part that overhangs: the ~ of 
а roof. 

over-haul /,suva'ho:l/ vt 1 examine thor- 
oughly in order to learn about the condition 
of: have the engine of a car ~ed. 2 overtake; 
catch up with: The fast cruiser soon ~ed the 
old cargo beat. an |'suveho:l/ [С] examination 
for the purpose of repairing, cleaning, etc. 

over-head /|,2uva'hed/ adv above one’s head; 
in the sky: the people in the room ~; the stars 
~. а adj |'suvahed/ raised above the ground: 
~ wires|cables. 

over-heads /'suvahedz/ n р/ those expenses, 
etc needed for running a business, eg rent, 
salaries, light, not manufacturing costs. 

over-hear /,ouve'hia(r)/ vi (pt,pp ~d |-'h3:d/) 
1 hear without the knowledge of the speak- 
er(s). 2 hear what one is not intended to hear, 
deliberately or by chance. 

over-joyed /эоуэ'45о14/ adj very delighted 
(at one’s success, etc). 

over-kall /'suvakil/ м [U] nuclear capacity 
greatly above what is needed to exterminate 
the enemy. 

over-land adj /‘suvalend/, adv /,auva'lend/ 
across the land (contrasted with the sea): take 
the ~ route; travel ~. 

over-lap /эоуэ\ер/ vi,vi (-рр-) 1 partly 
cover by extending beyond one edge: tiles that 
~ one another. 2 (fig) partly coincide; involve 
duplication: His duties/authority and mine ~. 
on/'suvelep/[C,U] (amount of, that which is) 
overlapping. 

over-leaf /,auva'li:f/ adv on the other side of 
the leaf (ofa book, etc). 

over-load |,au0va'loud/ vt put too great a load 
(of electric current, weight) on. 

over-look /эоуэ|оК/ vt 1 have a view of 
from above: Our garden is ~ed from the neigh- 
bours’ windows, They can look down on to our 
garden from their windows. 2 fail to see or 
notice; pay no attention to: His services have 
been ~ed by his employers, They have not 
properly rewarded him. 3 let pass without 
punishing: ~ a fault. 

over-mas-ter /'suvama:sta(r) (5: -mes-/ vt 
overcome, overpower: an ~ing desire. 

over-much j,auva'matf/ adj, adv too great- 
(ly): an author who is praised~. 

over-night /,ouva'nait/ adv 1 on the night 
before: Let’s get everything ready ~ 50 that we 
can start early the next morning. 2 for, during, 


overgrowth / oversleep 


the night: stay ~ ata friend ’s house, sleep there 
for the night. о adj /‘suvanait/, during or for 
the night: an ~ journey. 

over-pass /'suvapa:s (5: -pes/ n [С] bridge 
that carries a road over a highway or motor- 
way. > flyover, underpass. 

over-pay /эоуэ'ре!/ vt (pt,pp -paid /-'peid/) 
pay too much or too highly: Has Jack been 
overpaid for his work? 

over-power /эоуэраоэ(г)/ vt defeat by 
greater strength or numbers: The criminals 
were easily ~ed by the police. He was ~ed by 
the heat. 
over-power-ing adj too strong; very power- 
ful: ап ~ing stink ; ~ing grief. 

over-rate /,auva'reit/ vf put too high a value 
on: ~ her abilities; an~d book. 

over-reach /|,suvoa'ri:tf/ vi overreach 
oneself, fail, damage one’s own interests, by 
being too ambitious. 

over-ride /,auve'raid/ vt (pt -rode /-'raud/, 
pp -ridden /-'ridn/) refuse to agree with or ас- 
cept, (a person’s opinions, decisions, wishes, 
claims, etc): They overrode my wishes. 

over-rule /,suve'ru:l/ vt decide against (esp 
by using one’s higher authority): The judge ~d 
the previous decision. 

over-run /,as0va'ran/ vt (pt -ran |-'ren/, pp ~) 
1 spread over and occupy or injure:a country 
~ by enemy troops; a garden ~ with weeds. 2 
go beyond (a limit): speakers who ~ the time 
allowed them. 

over-seas /|,ouva'si:z/ adj (at, to, from, for, 
places) across the sea: '~ trade (note stress 
change). а adv: go/live ~s, abroad. 

over-see /,au0va'si:/ vt (pt -saw |-'so:/, pp 
-seen /-'sizn/) look after, control (work or 
workmen). 

over-seer /'suvasia(r)/, person whose duty it 
is to take charge of work and see that it is 
properly done. 

over-shadow /|,ouva'fedou/ vt 1 throw a 
shade over. 2 (fig) cause to seem less impor- 
tant or obvious. 

over-shoe /'suvoafu:/ п [С] (also а pair of ~s) 
rubber shoe worn over an ordinary one in wet 
weather. > galoshes. 

over-shoot /,20vo'fu:t/ vt (рырр -shot 
/-'{ot/) 1 shoot or travel over or beyond (a 
mark or limit): The aircraft overshot the run- 
way. 2 (literary, fig) go too far. 

over-sight /'suvasait/ м 1 (U] failure to not- 
ice; [С] instance of this: Because of a very un- 
fortunate ~, your letter was left unanswered. 2 
[U] supervision: under the ~ of anurse. 

over-sim-pli-fi-ca-tion /,uva_,simpli- 
fikoifn/ м [СУ] (instance of) making some- 
thing (a process, an explanation, etc) seem too 
easy. 

over-sleep /,uvo'sli:p/ vi (pt.pp -slept 
/-'slept/) sleep too long or after the time for 
waking: He oversiept and was late for work. 


overspill /oyster 


over-spill /‘suvaspil/ п [С] 1 what has over- 
flowed. 2 (fig) surplus population (leaving a 
town to live elsewhere): build new towns for 
London’s~. 

over-state /,auva'steit/ vt 1 express or state 
too strongly. 2 state more than 1$ true about: 
Dow’ t ~ your case. 

over-state-ment /,uva'steitmont/ и [U] 
exaggeration; [C] exaggerated statement. 

over- stay /,auva'stei/ vt = outstay. 

over-step /,auva'step/ vt (-pp-) go beyond: 
~ one’s authority. 

over-stocik /,auvo'stok/ vt supply, fill, with 
too much stock. 

over-strung /,auva'stran/ adj (of a person, 
his nerves) intensely nervous; easily excited; 
too sensitive. 

over-sub-scribed /,s0vasab'skraibd/ adj 
(finance) (of an issue of shares, etc) with more 
applications than what is offered. 

overt /'suva:t US: 3u'va:t/ adj done or shown 
openly, publicly: ~ hostility. 

overt:-iy adv 

over-take | ,uve'teik/ vt (pt -took /-'tuk/, pp 
-taken /-'terkon/) 1 catch up with and pass: ~ 
other cars on the road. 2 (of storms, troubles, 
etc) happen suddenty, by surprise: be ~n by/ 
with fear|surprise. 

over:-tax /,auva'teks/ vt 1 tax too heavily. 2 
put too heavy a burden or strain on: ~ one’s 
strength|her patience. 

over-throw /эоуэ!9гэо/ vi (pt -threw 
/-'Oru:/, pp -thrown /-'8raun/) defeat; put ап 
end to; cause to fall or fail: ~ the government. 
ол /‘эоуэдгэо] [С] ruin; defeat; fall. 

over-time /‘suvetaim/ и [Ч], adv (time spent 
at work) after the usual hours: working ~; be 
оп ^^; ~ pay. 

over-ture /'suvatfua(r)/ п [С] 1 (often pl) 
approach made (10 a person) with the aim of 
starting discussions: peace ~s; make ~s to 
strikers. 2 (music) composition played as an 
introduction to an opera, or as a separate item 
ataconcert. 

over-turn /,auva't3:n/ vt,vi (cause to) turn 
over; upset: He ~ed the boat. The car ~ed. 

over-weight /эоуэмеи/ п [U] excess of 
weight above what is usual or legal. о adj 
/,;a0va'weit/ more than the weight allowed or 
than is normal: /f your luggage is ~, you'll 
have to pay extra. 

over-whelm /,suva'welm US: -'hwelm/ vt 
weigh down; cover, completely by pouring 
down on; crush; cause to feel confused or em- 
barrassed: be ~ed by the enemy|by superior 
forces; ~ing sorrow. 

over: work /,ouve'ws:k/ vt,vi (cause to) work 
too hard or too long: ~ a horse. She used to 
~.an{U] working too much or too long: ill 
through~. 

over-wroughit /uvo'ro:t/ adj tired out by 
toc much work or excitement. 
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ovi-duct /'suvidakt/ п [С] (anat) (also called 
Fallopian tube) either of two tubes through 
which ova pass from the ovary to the uterus. 

ovum /'suvam/ n [С] (p/ ova /'suve/) cell in fe- 
male animals, capable of developing into a 
new individual when fertilized by male sperm. 

owe /3u/ vt,vi 1 be in debt to (a person) (for 
something): He ~s his father £50. 2 be under 
an obligation to, feel the necessity of gratitude 
to: We ~ a great deal to our parents. 3 be 
bound to give as a duty: owing reverence and 
obedience to my father. 4 be indebted to as the 
source of: He ~s his success more to good luck 
than to ability. To whom do we ~ the discovery 
of penicillin? 

ow: ing /'su1n/ adj still to be paid: large sums 
still ~~. owing to, prep because of: O~ 10 the 
rain, they could not come. 

owl /aul/ п [С] bird flying at night that lives on 
small birds and animals, eg mice. 

own! /э0п/ adj, pron 1 (used with possessive 
adjectives) for emphasis in possession, individ- 
ual, and not another’s: / saw it with my ~ eyes. 
It's ту ~, belongs to me. This fruit has a flav- 
our allits ~~. (all) on one’s own, (a) alone: 
I'm (ali) on my ~ today. (b) independently of 
an employer: He’s (working) on his ~, is self- 
employed. (с) without help: / did it on my ~. 
(d) outstanding; excellent: For craftsmanship, 
Smith is on his ~, has no equal. come into 
one’s own, receive the credit, fame, etc that 
is deserved. get one’s 'own back, > get 
back. hold one‘s own, > hold?(9). 2 done 
or produced by and for oneself: She makes all 
her ~ clothes. 

own? /sun/ vt,vi 1 possess; have as property; 
This house is mine; I~ it. 2 agree; confess; re- 
cognize: ~ that a claim is justified. own ‘up 
(to sth), confess fully and frankly. 

owner /'suna(r)/ п [С] person who owns 
something: Who’s the ~ of this house? 
own-er-ship /-fip/, state of being an owner; 
right of possession. 

ох /vks/ п [С] (p/ oxen /'pksn/) 1 general name 
for domestic cattle. 2 (esp) fully grown cas- 
trated bullock. 
'ox-cart, cart drawn by oxen. 

'ox-tail, tail of ox, used for soup, etc. 
oxi-dize (also -ise) /'pksidaiz/ vt,vi (cause to) 
combine with oxygen; make or become rusty. 
oxy-acety-lene /,oksio'setili:n/ adj, п [U] 
(of a) mixture of oxygen and acetylene: ~ 

welding, using a hot flame of oxyacetylene. 
oxy-gen /'pksid3zan/ п [0] chemical element 

(symbol О), gas without colour, taste or smell, 

present in the air and necessary to the exist- 

ence of all forms of life. 

‘oxygen mask, mask placed over the nose 

and mouth to supply oxygen. 

'oxygen tent, enclosure to allow a patient to 

breathe air with a greater oxygen content. 
oy-ster /'sista(r)/ п [С] kinds of shellfish used 
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as food, usually eaten uncooked. 
'‘oyster-bed/-bank, where oysters breed or 
are bred.’ 

loyster-catcher, wading seabird. 


Pp 


P, р /pi:/ (p/ P's, p's /pi:z/) the 16th letter of the 
English alphabet. mind one’s ,P’s and 
'Q’s, be careful about what one says or does. 

pa /ра:/ п [С] (informal) short for papa. 

pace /peis/ п [C] 1 (distance covered by the 

foot in a) single step in walking or running. 2 
rate of walking or running: go at a good ~, go 
fast. set the pace, © set?(6). keep pace 
(with), (literary, fig) progress at the same 
rate: He finds it hard to keep ~ with all the de- 
velopments in nuclear physics. 3 (esp of horses) 
way of walking, running, etc. о vi,vt 1 walk, 
trot, etc with slow or regular steps: ~ up and 
down, (often suggesting restlessness, impa- 
tience). 2 move across in this way: pacing the 
room. 3 measure by taking paces: ~ off 30 
metres; ~ out a room. 4 set the pace(2) for (a 
rider or runner in a race). 
'‘pace-maker, (a) (also 'pace-setter) rid- 
er, runner, etc who sets the pace for another in 
a race. (b) electronic device to correct weak or 
irregular heartbeats. 

pa-cific /po'sifik/ adj peaceful; making or 
loving peace. 
pa-cifi-cally /-kli/ adv 

paci-fi-ca-tion /,pesifi'keifn/ и [U] making 
or becoming peaceful. 

paci-fism /'pzsifizam/ п [U] principle that 
war should and could be abolished. 

paci-fist /'pesifist/ п [С] believer in pacifism. 

расу /'pzsifai/ vt (pt.pp -ied) 1 calm (a рег- 
son’s anger, excitement, etc). 2 end violence in 
(a country). 

pack’ /pek/ и [С] 1 bundle of things tied or 
wrapped up together for carrying. 2 number 
of dogs kept for hunting (a ~ of hounds) or of 
wild animals that go about together: Wolves 
hunt in ~s. 3 (used contemptuously) number 
of things or persons: a ^ of thieves/liars/lies. 4 
complete set (usually 52) of playing-cards. 5 
quantity of fish, meat, fruit, etc packed in a 
season: this year’s ~ of salmon. г> pack?(5).6 
(US) = packet: a~ of cigarettes. 
'pack-horse/-animal, one used for carry- 
ing packs(1). 

'pack-ice, mass of large blocks of ice in the 
sea. 

pack? /pzk/ vt,vi1 put things into, fill, a box, 
bundle, bag, etc; get ready for a journey by do- 
ing this: ~ clothes into a trunk. Have you ~ed 


P/paddle 


(up) your things? You must begin ~ing at once. 
Her husband takes a ~ed lunch {eg sand- 
wiches, etc in a container) to work every day. 
pack up, (informal) (a) put one’s tools, etc 
away; stop working: /?t’s time to ~~ up. (b) fail: 
One of the aircraft's engines ~ed up. 2 crush or 
crowd together (into a place or period of 
time): ~ing people into a bus. She managed to 
~ alot of sightseeing into the short time she had 
in London. 3 put soft material into or round 
(something) to prevent loss or damage: glass/ 
china ~ed in straw. 4 pack sb off; send sb 
packing. send him away quickly and rough- 
ly (because he is troublesome, etc). 5 prepare 
and put (meat, fruit, etc) in tins for preserva- 
tion. & pack'(5). 6 choose (the members of a 
committee, etc) so that their decisions are like- 
ly to be in one’s favour. 

pack.age /'pzxkid3/ п [С] parcel, bundle of 
things, packed together. о vt place in, make, а 
package. 
jpackage 'deal, (informal) several parts of a 
proposal for discussion together. 
package ‘holiday/'tour, (informal) holi- 
day including travel, accommodation, etc ar- 
ranged in advance by travel agents and sold at 
a fixed price. 

packer /'pzko(r)/ п [С] person or machine 
that packs(1). 

packet /'pzkit/ п [С] 1 small parcel, carton: а 
~ of 20 cigarettes. 2 (sl) large sum of money: 
costa >. make a packet, (informal) earn a 
lot of money. 
ipacket-boat, mailboat. 

pack-ing /'pekin/ и [О] 1 process of packing 
(goods): doing my ~, putting things in my 
suitcase. 2 materials used in packing(3), eg 
for closing a leaking joint. 
'packing-case, box of rough boards in 
which goods are packed for shipment. 

pact /pekt/[C] agreement: a Peace P~. 

pad /pzd/ п [С] 1 mass of, container filled 
with, soft material, used to prevent damage, 
give comfort or improve the shape of some- 
thing. 2 number of sheets of writing-paper fas- 
tened together along one edge. 3 = launching 
pad. 4 guard for the leg or other parts of the 
body (in cricket and other games). 5 (also 
‘inking-pad) absorbent material used for 
inking rubber stamps. 6 soft, fleshy underpart 
of the foot (of a dog, fox, etc). 7 (s/) bed; room 
to sleep in. с vt (-dd-) 1 put pads, 1) in or on 
(to prevent injury, to give comfort, or to fill 
out hollow spaces, etc). 2 pad sth out, make 
(a sentence, essay, book, etc) longer by using 
unnecessary material. 
jpadded 'cell, one with padded walls (as 
used in а mental hospital). 
pad-ding /'pzdin/ п [9] material used for 
padding(1,2). 

paddle’ /'pzdl/ п [С] 1 short oar with a wide 
blade at one or at both ends, used (without a 
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rowiock) to move a canoe through the water. 
2 (rowing) act or period of moving a boat with 
light, easy strokes. 3 instrument shaped like a 
paddle (eg one used for beating, stirring or 
mixing things). о vt,vi use a paddle. paddle 
one’s own canoe, depend on oneself alone. 
ipaddle-steamer, steam vessel moved by 
paddie-wheels. 
'paddie-wheel, one of a pair of wheels 
which moves а paddle-steamer. 

paddle? /'pzxdl/ vi walk with bare feet in shal- 
low water (as children do at the seaside): a 
'naddling pool, shallow pool (eg in a public 
park) where children paddle. о п [C] act or 
period of paddling. 

pad-dock /'pzdsk/ п [С] 1 small grass field, 
esp one used for exercising horses. 2 (at a 
race-course) enclosed area where horses are 
assembled and paraded before a race. 

paddy /'pedi/ п [U] rice that is still growing; 
rice in the husk. 
Ipaddy-field, field where rice is grown. 

pad-lock /'pedink/ п [С] detachable lock 
with a hook put round the object fastened. с у! 
fasten with a padlock. 

padre /‘ра:аге!/ и [С] 1 (army and navy) 
chaplain. 2 (GB informal) priest; parson. 

paedi.at-rics /,pi:di'etriks/ D pediatrics. 

pa-gan /'peigan/ и [С], adj (person who is) not 
a believer in any of the chief religions of the 
world. 

раде! /peid3/ п [С] 1 one side of a piece of 
paper which is part of a book, periodical, etc. 
2 whole piece of paper: Several ~s have been 
torn out. а vt number the pages of. 

page? /peid3/ п [С] 1 (also '~ boy) boy ser- 
vant, usually in uniform, in a hotel, club, etc. 2 
(in the Middle Ages) boy in training for knigh- 
thood and living in a knight’s household. 3 
boy acting as a personal attendant of a person 
of high rank. о vf summon or call the name of 
(a person) in a hotel, club, etc: paging Mr 
Green. 

pag-eant /'pzdzent/ n[C]1 public entertain- 
ment, often outdoors, in which historical 
events are acted in the costume of the period. 2 
public celebration, esp one in which there is a 
procession of persons in fine costumes (eg a 
coronation). 
pag-eantry /'pzdzantri/ п [0] rich and splen- 
did ceremony or display. 

pa-goda /ps'goudo/ п [С] (p/ ~s) (in India, 
Ceylon, Burma, China, Japan, etc) religious 
building, typically a sacred tower shaped like 
a pyramid (Hindu temple), or of several 
storeys (Buddhist tower). 

paid /peid/ > pay”. 

рай /peil/ п [С] vessel, usually round, of metal 
or wood, for carrying liquid: a~ of milk. 
pail-ful /-fol/n[C]as much аз а pail can hold. 

pain /pein/ и 1 [U] suffering of mind or body: 
be in (great) ~; cry with ~,; feel some/nojnot 
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much|a great deal of ~. 2 [С] particular or lo- 
calized kind of bodily suffering: a ~ in the 
knee; stomach ~s. a pain in the neck, (sl) 
annoying person. с vf cause pain to: My foot is 
still ~ing me. 
рат-КШег, medicine for lessening pain(1). 
pained adj distressed: She hada ~ed look. 
pain-ful /-fl/ adj causing pain: This duty is 
~ful to me. 
pain-fully /-fali/ adv 
pain-less adj without, causing no, pain: 
~less methods of killing animals. 
pain-less-ly adv 

pains /peinz/ п p/ trouble; effort: work hard 
and get very little for all one’s ~. be at/take 
(great) pains to do sth, make a great 
effort, work hard, to doit. 

pains-taking /'peinsterkin/ adj very careful; 
industrious. 

paint /pemt/ и 1 [0] solid colouring matter 
(to be) mixed with oil or other liquid and used 
to give colour to a surface: give the doors two 
coats of ~. 2 (pl) collection of tubes or cakes 
of colouring materials. с vt,vi 1 coat with 
paint: ~ a door. paint the town red, > 
red(1). 2 make a picture (of) with paint: ~ 
flowers; ~ in oils/in water-colours. paint sth 
in, add to a picture: ~ in the foreground. 3 
(fig) describe vividly in words. be not so 
black as one is painted, © black(1). 
'paint-box, box with а collection of 
paints(2). 
'‘paint-brush, brush for painting. 

painter’ /'peimta(r)/ и [С] 1 person who 
paints pictures. 2 workman who paints wood- 
work, buildings, ships, etc. 

painter? /'pemta(r)/ п [С] rope fastened to 
the bow (front) of a boat by which it may be 
tied to a ship, pier, etc. 

paint-ing /'peintin/ и 1 [U] using paint; ос- 
cupation of a painter. 2 [C] painted picture. 

pair /рез(г)/ п [С] 1 two things of the same 
kind (to be) used together: а ~ of shoes/gloves. 
2 single article with two parts always joined: a 
~ of trousers|tights/scissors/tongs. 3 two per- 
sons closely associated, eg an engaged or mar- 
ried couple: They make a handsome ~, look 
attractive together. én pairs, in twos. 4 two 
animals of opposite sex; two horses harnessed 
together. 5 (in Parliament) two persons of op- 
posite political parties who are absent from 
voting by mutual agreement; one member wil- 
ling to do this: The member for Lewisham 
couldn't finda >. о vt,vi1 form a pair; join, go 
off, in pairs. 2 (in Parliament) make a pair(5). 

pa-ja-mas /po'd3a:maz/ п p/ > pyjamas. 

ра! /pzl/ п [С] (informal) friend. а vi (-Н-) pal 
up (with sb), become friendly. 
pally /‘pzli/ adj (informal) friendly. 

pal-ace /'pzlis/ п [С] 1 official residence of a 
sovereign, archbishop or bishop. 2 any large 
and splendid house; large, splendid building 
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for entertainment. 3 the ~, influential per- 
sons at the palace of a sovereign. 

pal-at-able /'pzlatabl/ adj 1 agreeable to the 
taste. 2 (fig) pleasing. 

pal-ate /'pzlot/[C]1 roof of the mouth: the 
йага[5ой ~, its front/back part. > cleft pal- 
ate. 2 sense of taste: have a good ~ for wines. 

pa-la-tial /po'le:fl/ adj of or like a palace: a~ 
residence. 

pale’ /peil/ adj (-r, -st) 1 (of a person’s face) 
having little colour: He turned ~ at the news. 2 
(of colours) not bright; faintly coloured: ~~ 
‘blue. о vi grow pale; lose colour. 
ра!е-пезз и [0] 

pale? /peil/ и [С] pointed piece of wood used 
for fences; stake. > paling. 

paleo-lithic (also palaeo-) /,pzliou'liO1k 
US: ,peil-/ adj of the period marked by the use 
of primitive stone implements. 

pale-on-tol-ogist (also palze-) /,pzlinn- 
'tolodzist US: ,peil-/ п [С] expert in paleontol- 
ogy. 

pale-on-tol-ogy (also palze-) /,pzlion- 
'tolod31 US: ,peil-/ п [U] study of fossils as a 
guide to the history of life on earth. 

pal-ette /'pzlit/ п [С] board (with a hole for 
the thumb) on which an artist mixes his col- 
ours. 
'‘palette-knife, wide, flat knife, used (by ar- 
tists) for mixing (and sometimes spreading) oil 
colours, by potters for moulding clay and in 
cookery. 

pal-ing /'peilin/ п [СО] fence made of pales. 

pal-ish /'peilif/ adja little pale. 

pall’ /po:1/ п [С] 1 heavy cloth spread over a 
coffin. 2 (fig) any dark, heavy covering: а ~ of 
smoke. 
‘pall-bearer, person who walks by the side of 
a coffin at a funeral. 

pall? /po:l/ vi become distasteful or boring be- 
cause done, used, etc for too long a time: 
pleasures that ~ after atime. 

pal-let /‘pelt/ п [С] 1 straw-filled mattress 
for sleeping on. 2 portable platform for carry- 
ing and storing loads. 

pal-lid /‘pzlid/ adj pale; looking ill. 
pal-lid-ly adv 

pal-lor /'pzlo(r)/ п [U] paleness, esp of the 
face. 

pally © pal. 

palm! /pa:m/ п [С] inner surface of the hand 
between the wrist and the fingers. с vt hide (a 
coin, card, etc) in the hand when performing a 
trick. palm sth off (on sb), get him to 
accept it by fraud, deceit, etc. 

palm? /pa:m/ п [C] 1 sorts of tree growing in 
warm climates, with no branches and a mass 
of large wide leaves at the top: 'date-~s; 'coco- 
nut ~s. 2 leaf of a palm as a symbol of victory. 

palm-ist /'pa:mist/ п [С] person who claims 
to tell a person’s future by examining the lines 
on his palm. 
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palm.is-try /'pa:mistri/ я [U] art of doing 
this. 

pal-pable /рарэЫ/ adj (formal) 1 that can 
be felt or touched. 2 clear to the senses or 
mind: a~ error. 
pal-pably /-abli/ adv 

pal-pi-tate /'pzlpite:t/ vi 1 (of the heart) 
beat rapidly and irregularly. 2 (of a person, his 
body) tremble (with terror, etc). 
pal-pi-ta-tion /,pzipi'tei{n/ п [СО] (instance 
of) palpitating of the heart (from disease, 
great efforts, etc). 

pal-try /'po:ltri/ adj (-ier, iest) worthless; of 
no importance; contemptible. 

pam-pas //ретрэз US: -az/ n pi extensive, 
treeless plains of S America. (Note: compare: 
prairie in N America and savannah in tropical 
America and W Africa.) 

pam-per /'pzmpa(r)/ vt indulge too much; be 
too kind to: а ~ed child]dog. 

pamph-let /'pamflit/ я [С] small paper- 
covered book, esp on a topic of current in- 
terest. 
pamph-let-eer /,pemflo'tia(r)/ n [С] writer 
of pamphlets. 

pan’ /pen/ п [С] 1 flat dish, usually shallow 
and without a cover, used for cooking and 
other domestic purposes. 2 receptacle with 
various uses: the ~ (= bowl) of a lavatory; a 
'bed~. 3 (natural or artificial) depression in 
the ground: a'salt-~, where salt water evapor- 
ates. 4 either of the dishes ona pair of scales. 5 
open dish for washing gravel, etc to separate 
gold ore or other metals. o vi,vi (-пп-) 1 wash 
(gold-bearing gravel, etc) in a pan. pan out, 
(a) yield gold. (b) (fig) succeed; turn out: 
How did things ~ out? 2 (informal) criticize 
harshly: His play was ~ned severely. 
'рап.саКе, (a) batter fried on both sides un- 
til brown. (b) pancake landing, emergency 
landing in which the aircraft drops flat to the 
ground. (c) cosmetic face-powder pressed in- 
to a flat cake, used without a foundation 
cream. 

pan? /pen/ vi,vt (in cinema and TV) turn a 
camera right or left to follow a moving object 
or get a panoramic effect. > zoom(2). 

рап- prefix all, throughout: Pan-African. 

рапа.сеа | pzno'sio/ п [С] (p/ ~s) remedy for 
all troubles, diseases, etc. 

pa-nache /pz'nzf US: po-/ п [Ч] (air of) 
confidence: He does everything with~. 

pana-tella /,pzno'tela/ и [С] (p/ ~s) long, 
thin cigar. 

pan-chro-matic /,pzenkrau'metik/ adj (in 
photography) equally sensitive to all colours: 
~ film. 

pan-creas /'penkrios/ п [С] gland near the 
stomach, discharging a juice which helps 
digestion. 
pan-cre-atic /,pzenkri'etik/ adj of the pan- 
creas. 
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panda /реп45/ п [С] (p/ ~s) mammal like a 
bear, of Tibet and China, with black legs and a 
black and white body. 

'Panda car, (GB) police patrol саг. 
pan-de-mo-nium /,pendi'mauniem/ п [C, 
U] (pl -~s) (scene of) wild and noisy disorder. 
pan-der /'pznda(r)/ vi give help or encour- 
agement (10): newspapers that ~ to the public 

interest in crime; ~ to low tastes. 

pane /pein/ п [С] sheet of glass in (a division 
of) a window. 

panel /'pznl/ пл [С] 1 separate part of the sur- 
face of a door, wall, ceiling, etc raised above or 
sunk below the surrounding area. 2 large piece 
of material of a different kind or colour insert- 
ed in a dress. 3 board or other surface for con- 
trols and instruments: the ‘instrument ~, of an 
aircraft or motor-vehicle; the con'trol ~, ona 
radio or TV set. 4 list of names, eg of doctors 
who (in GB) have agreed to attend persons 
under the National Health Service. 5 group of 
speakers, esp one chosen to speak, answer 
questions, take part in a game, before an audi- 
ence, eg of listeners to a broadcast: (as an ad- 
jective) a'~ discussion|game. в vt (-ll-, US -1-) 
furnish or decorate with panels(1,2): a ~led 
room|skirt. 
pan-el-ling, series of panels оп а wall, etc. 

pang /pzn/ п [С] sudden, sharp feeling of 
pain, guilt, etc. 

panic ЛрешК/ п [C,U] uncontrolled, quickly 
spreading, fear: There is always danger of (a) 
~ when a building catches fire. 0 vi (-ck-) be 
affected with panic: Stop ~king! 
pan-icky /'pzniki/ adj (informal) easily 
affected by, in a state of, panic. 
ipanic-stricken adj terrified; overcome by 
panic. 

pan-nier /'pznia(r)/ п [С] 1 one of a pair of 
baskets placed across the back of a horse or 
ass. 2 one of a pair of bags on either side of the 
back of a (motor-)bike. 

pan-or-ama /|,pzno'ra:ma US: -таето/ и [С] 
(pl ~s) wide, uninterrupted view; constantly 
changing scene: the ~ of London life. 
pan-or-amic / репэтапиК/ adj 

pan-pipes /'pzn paips/ п p/ musical instru- 
ment made of a series of reeds or pipes, played 
by blowing across the open ends. 

pansy /'pznzi/ п [С] (р! -ies) flowering her- 
baceous plant. 

pant /pznt/ vi,vt 1 take short, quick breaths; 
gasp: The dog ~ed along behind its master’s 
horse. 2 say while panting: He ~ed out his 
message. a п [С] short, quick breath (as when 
exhausted). 

pan-ta-loon /,pzntoa!lu:n/ п 1 [С] (in panto- 
mime) foolish character on whom the clown 
plays tricks. 2 (pl) (old use) = pants(2). 

pan-tech-ni-con /pzn'teknikon/ и [С] (GB) 
large van for removing furniture. 

pan-the-ism Лрхепбигэт/ и [0] belief that 
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God is in everything and that everything is 
God; belief in and worship of all gods. 
pan-the-ist /-ist/, believer in pantheism. 
pan-the-is-tic /,pen@r'istik/ adj. 

pan-ther /'pzn@a(r)/ п [С] leopard; (US) 
puma. 

pan-ties /'pzntiz/ п pl (informal) (woman’s 
or girl’s) close-fitting short knickers. 

panto /'pzntou/ п [С] (p/ ~s) (informal) (abbr 
of) pantomime. 

pan-to-mime /'pentamaim/ и [C,U] 1 (ex- 
ample of a) kind of English drama based on a 
fairytale or traditional story, with music, 
dancing and clowning. 2 acting without 
words. 

pan-try /'pentri/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 room (in a 
large house, hotel, ship, etc) in which silver, 
glass, etc are kept. 2 larder; room (in a house) 
in which food is kept. 

pants /pents/ и pl 1 (esp US) trousers. 2 
underpants; knickers. 

panty-hose /'pzntihauz/ п [U] (used with a 
pl verb) tights fitting below the waistline. 

papa /рэ'ра: US: 'ра:рэ/ п [С] (child’s word 
for) father. 

pa-pacy /'peipasi/ п [С] (р! -ies) position of, 
authority of, the Pope; system of government 
by Popes. 

pa-pal /'peip!/ adj of the Pope or a papacy. 

pa-paw (also paw-paw) /pa'po: US: 'po:po:/ 
n[C]} 1 tropical tree like a palm; its large edible 
fruit with a yellow pulp inside. 2 small N 
American evergreen tree with small fleshy 
edible fruit (also called custard apple). 

рар:ауа /рэ'ра!э/ = papaw. 

pa-per /'peipo(r)/ п 1 [U] substance in the 
form of sheets, used for writing, printing, 
drawing, wrapping, packing, etc: a sheet of ~; 
а ^ bag. (be) good on paper, (be) good 
when judged from written or printed evidence: 
It’s a good scheme on ~ (but has not yet been 
tested). 2 [С] = newspaper: the evening ~s.3 
(pl) documents showing who a person or thing 
is, what authority he or it has, etc: identifica- 
tion ~s; ship’s ~s. 4 [С] set of printed exami- 
nation questions on a given subject: The biol- 
ogy ~ was difficult. 5 [C] essay, esp one to be 
read to a learned society: a ~ on currency re- 
form. а vt paste wallpaper оп: ~ the dining- 
room. paper over, (fig) hide (faults) using a 
weak disguise. 
'paper-back, book in paper covers. 
рарег-сйр, © clip’. 
'paper-mill, factory where paper is made. 
paper щек, person, group of persons, etc 
which seems to be, but is not, powerful. 
Inpaper-work, written work (in an office, etc, 
eg filling in forms, correspondence, contrast- 
ed with practical affairs, dealing with people): 
He’s good at ~work. 

pa-poose /po'pu:s US: pz'pu:s/ n [С] 1 
(word used by Indians of N America for a) 
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baby. 2 framed bag (like a rucksack) for carry- 
ing a young baby on one’s back. 

pap.-rika /'pzpriks US: pa'pri:ka/ и [Ц] sweet 
red pepper used in cooking. 

ра-ру-ги$ /psa'paiaras/ п 1 [Ц] (kind of paper 
made in ancient Egypt from) tall water plant 
or reed. 2 [С] (p/ papyri /рэ'ралэга!/) manus- 
cript written on this paper. 

par /ра:(г)/ п [0] 1 average, normal amount, 
degree, value, etc. above/below/at par, 
(of shares, bonds, etc), above/below/at the 


original price or face value. оп а раг with, of ` 


the same (high) standard as: intelligence on a 
~ with Einstein. 2 (golf) number of strokes 
considered necessary for a player to complete 
a hole or course. 

par-able /'pzrabl/ n [С] simple story design- 
ed to teach a moral lesson. 

par-ab-ola /pa'rebale/ м [С] (p/ ~s) flat 
curve formed by cutting a cone along a line 
parallel to its side. 
para-bolic /,pzra'bolik/ adj 

para-chute /'pzrofu:t/ п [С] apparatus used 
for a jump from an aircraft or for dropping 
supplies, etc. с vt, vi drop, descend, from an 
aircraft by means of a parachute. 
para-chut-ist /-1st/, person who jumps with 
a parachute. 

par-ade /po'reid/ v¢,vi 1 (of troops) (cause to) 
gather together for drilling, inspection, etc. 2 
march in procession: clowns parading in the 
circus-ring. 3 make a display of; try to attract 
attention to: parading wild animals; ~ one’s 
wealth. a n1 [U] parading of troops: be on ~; 
[С] instance of this: a circus ~. 2 [С] display or 
exhibition: a 'fashion ~. 3 wide, pavement on 
a seafront. 
pa'rade-ground, area on which parades(1) 
are held. 

para-dise /'pzxradais/ п 1 the Garden of 
Eden, home of Adam and Eve. 2 Heaven. 3 
(with a, an) any place of perfect happiness; [Ц] 
condition of perfect happiness. © fool's 
paradise. 

para-dox /'pzradpks/ п [С] statement that 
seems to say something opposite to common 
sense or the truth, but which may contain a 
truth (eg ‘More haste, less speed’ if you hurry 
too much, you may find you take longer). 
para-doxi-cal /,pzra'doksiki/ adj 
para-doxi-cally /-kli/ adv 

par-af-fin /'pzrofin/ и [0] 1 (GB) ой ob- 
tained from petroleum, coal, etc used as a fuel 
(US = kerosene). 2 substance like wax used 
for making candles. 3 odouriess, tasteless 
form of paraffin used as a laxative. 

para-gon /'pzrogon US: -доп/ п [С] model 
(of excellence); apparently perfect person or 
thing: a~ of virtue. 

para-graph /'pzragra:f US: -gref/ п [С] 1 
division (usually a group of several sentences 
dealing with one main idea) of a piece of writ- 


para-pher-nalia 


paprika/ parasite 


ing, started on a new line. 2 small item of news 
in a newspaper. с у! divide into paragraphs. 


para-keet /'pzraki:t/ и [С] small, long-tailed 


parrot of various kinds. 


par-al-lel /'pzralel/ adj 1 (of lines) always at 


the same distance from one another. 2 (of one 
line) having this relation (to or with another): 
in a ~ direction (with/to...). 3 (fig) similar; 
corresponding: а ~ job in another company. в 
п [С] 1 т parallel, (of the components of an 
electrical circuit) with the supply of current 
taken to each component independently. > 
series. 2 person, event, etc precisely similar: a 
brilliant career without (a) ~ in modern times. 
3 comparison: draw a ~ between... о vt (-1- or 
(GB) -|-) 1 quote, produce or mention а com- 
parison. 2 be the same as: His experiences ~ 
mine in many instances. 


par-al-lelo-gram /|,pzro'lelogrem/ м [С] 


four-sided plane figure whose opposite sides 
are parallel. 


para-lyse (US = -lyze) /'pzralaiz/ vz 1 af- 


fect with paralysis. 2 (fig) make helpless: 
paralysed with fear. 


par-al-ysis /po'rzlisis/ п [U] 1 loss of feeling 


or power to move in any or every part of the 
body. 2 (fiz) state of total powerlessness. 
para-lyt-ic /,pzra'litik/ adj (a) suffering 
from paralysis(1). (b) (fig) helpless: paralytic 
laughter. (с) (informal) very drunk. сл [С] 
paralytic person. 


para-meter /po'remita(r)/ я [С] variable 


factor in an analysis or experiment. 


para-mili-tary /,pzro'militri US: -teri/ adj 


having duties like but not with the same status 
as regular military forces. 


para-mount /'pzramaunt/ adj (formal) 1 


supreme, superior in power: ~ chiefs. 2 pre- 
eminent, superior: of ~ importance. 


para-noia /,pzro'ns19/ п [0] mental disorder 


marked by fixed delusions, eg of persecution 
or grandeur. 

para-noid /'pzranoid/ и [С], adj (person) 
suffering from paranoia. 


para-pet /'pzrapit/ п [С] 1 protective wall at 


the edge of a flat roof, side of a bridge, etc. 2 
defensive bank of earth, stone, etc along the 
front edge of a trench (in war). 

[ ,perofo'neilia/ и [Ч] 
numerous small possessions, tools, instru- 
ments, etc. 


para-phrase /'pzroefreiz/ vt, и [С] (give a) 


statement of a piece of writing in other (usual- 
ly fewer) words. 


para-ple-gia /рхгэ'р!!:45э/ п [Ч] paralysis 


of the lower part of the body, including both 
legs, caused by injury to the spinal cord. 
para-plegic /,pzroa'pli:d3zik/ п [C], adj (per- 
son) suffering from paraplegia. 


para-site /'pzrasait/ п [С] 1 animal (eg louse, 


hookworm) or plant (eg mistletoe) living on or 
in another and getting its food from it. 2 (fig) 


parasol /parse 


person supported by another and giving him 
nothing in return. 
para-sitic  /,pzro'sitik/, 
| peera'sitikl/ adj 

para-sol /'pzroaspl US: -so:l/ п [С] umbrella 
used to give shade from the sun. 

para-troops /'pzroatru:ps/ п pil troops 
trained for being dropped by parachute. 
para-trooper /'pzrotru:pa(r)/ п [С] one of 
these. 

раг-Бой /'pa:boil/ vt boil (food) until partial- 
ly cooked. 

раг-се! /'pa:sl/ п [С] thing or things wrapped 
and tied up for carrying, sending by post, etc. 
part and parcel of, an essential part of. о vt 
(-Il-, US also -l-) 1 divide into portions: ~ out 
the food. 2 make into a parcel: ~ up the books. 

parch /ра:4{/ vz (of heat, the sun, etc) make 
hot and dry: the ~ed deserts of N Africa. 

parch-ment §/'pa:t{mont/ 2 1 [СМ 
(manuscript on) writing material prepared 
from the skin of a sheep or goat. 2 [U] kind of 
paper like parchment. 

par-don /'pa:dn/ n 1 [U] forgiveness: ask for 
~; [С] instance of this. 2 / beg your раг- 
don, (used to show politeness, eg when dis- 
agreeing with somebody, or when not hearing 
or understanding somebody). 3 freeing from 
legal punishment: a general ~, for groups of 
offenders, not individuals. о vt forgive; ex- 
cuse: ~ her for doing wrong. 
par-don-able /-abl/ adj that can be forgiven. 

pare /pea(r)/ vt1 cut away the outer part, edge 
or skin of: ~ the claws of an animal. 2 (fig) 
reduce little by little: ~ down one’s expenses. 

par-ent /'peoront/ м [С] 1 father or mother; 
ancestor. 2 (fig) source, origin: ~s of evil. 
'par-ent-age /-id3/ п [U] fatherhood or 
motherhood; origin. 
par-ental /pa'rentl/ adj of a parent: showing 
~al care. 
'parent-hood, motherhood or fatherhood. 

par-enth-esis /po'ren@esis/ п [С] (p/ -eses 
/-asi:z/) 1 sentence or phrase within another 
sentence, marked off by commas, dashes or 
brackets. 2 (sing or pl) round brackets () for 
this: acomment in~. 
par-en-thetic /рагэп!ейК/, 
par-entheti-cal /-1К/ adj 
par-en-theti-cally /-kli/ adv 

par-ish /'perif/ ля [С] 1 division of a county 
with its own church and clergymen. 2 (civil ~) 
(GB) division of a county for local govern- 
ment: the ~ council. 

par-ish-ioner /po'rifono(r)/ п [С] inhabitant 
of a parish. 

par-ity /рггэц/ n [0] equality; being equal; 
being at par: The two currencies have now 
reached ~, are equivalent. 

park /ра:К/ п [С] 1 public garden or public 
recreation ground in a town. 2 area of grass- 
land, trees, etc round a large country house or 


Para-siti-cal 


also 
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mansion. © also car park, national park. с 
vt,vi 1 place or leave (a motor-vehicle) in a car 
park, a drive'(2), etc: Where can we ~ (the 
car)? 2 (informal) put (a person or thing) 
somewhere: Where can 1~ this suitcase? 

parka /'pa:ko/n[C] = anorak. 

parking /'pa:kin/ n[U] (area for the) parking 
of motor-vehicles: No~. 
‘parking lot, (US) = car park. 
‘parking meter, coin-operated meter for 
parking a car in a public place, eg a street. 

Parkinson's disease /'pa:kinsns dizi:z/ 
n [U] chronic progressive disease of old 
people, with muscular tremors, muscular 
rigidity and general weakness. 

par-lia-ment /'pa:lomont/ и [С] (in countries 
with representative government) supreme 
law-making council or assembly (in GB the 
House of Commons and the House of Lords): 
enter P~; ,Members of 'P~. 
par-lia-men-tar-ian /,pa:laman'tearian/, 
person skilled in the rules and procedures of 
parliament. 
par-lia-men-tary /,pa:lo'mentri/ adj 

par-lour (US = -lor) /'pa:lo(r)/ п К] 1 
(dated) ordinary sitting-room for the family in 
a private house (now called a sitting-room or 
living-room). 2 private sitting-room at an inn; 
room for the reception of visitors. 3 (esp US) 
room for customers and clients: a'beauty ~. 

par-ochial /po'raukial/ adj 1 of a parish. 2 
(fig) limited, narrow: a~ mind| attitude. 
par-ochi-ally /-kiali/ adv 

par-ody /'pzradi/ п (pl -ies) 1 [C,U] (piece of) 
writing intended to amuse by imitating the 
style of writing used by somebody else. 2 [C] 
feeble imitation: a ~ of justice. а vt (pt, pp 
-ted) make a parody of. 

pa-role /po'raul/ и [U] prisoner’s solemn pro- 
mise, on being given certain privileges, that he 
will not try to escape or repeat a crime. on 
parole, freed after making such a promise. о 
vt set (a prisoner) free on parole. 

paro-quet /'pzraki:t/ = parakeet. 

par-ox-ysm /'pzroksizom/ п [С] sudden at- 
tack or outburst (of pain, anger, laughter, etc). 

par-quet /ра:Ке! US: pa:r'kei/ п [С] flooring 
of wooden blocks fitted together to make a 
pattern. 

par-ri-cide /'pzrisaid/ п [СЧ] (person guilty 
of the) murder of one’s father or near relation. 

par-rot /'pzrot/ п [С] 1 sorts of bird with a 
short, hooked bill and (often) brightly col- 
oured feathers of which some kinds can be 
trained to imitate human speech. 2 person 
who repeats, often without understanding, 
what others say. 

parry /'pzri/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 turn aside, avoid 
(a blow). 2 (fig) evade (a question). оп [С] act 
of parrying. 

parse /pa:z US: pa:rs/ vt 1 describe (a word) 
grammatically. 2 point out how the words of a 
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sentence are related. 

Par-see /pa:'si:/ п [С] supporter of a religious 
system in India, the members being descended 
from Persians who settled in India in the 7th 
and 8th centuries. 

par-si-moni-ous /,pa:si'maunies/ adj (for- 
mail) too economical; mean'(6). 

pars-ley /'pa:sli/ п [9] plant with aromatic 
leaves, used in seasoning and sauces. 

pars-nip /'pa:snip/ п [С] long, white or pale- 
yellow root, cooked as a vegetable. 

par-son /'pa:sn/ n [С] parish priest; clergy- 
man. 

‚рагзоп’$ 'nose, (informal) tail-end of a 
cooked fowl. 
раг.5оп.аде /-145/, parson’s house. 

part’ /pa:t/ п [С] 1 (often sing without a, an) 
some but not all of a thing or a number of 
things; something less than the whole: We 
spent (a) ~ of our holiday in France. P~s of the 
book are interesting. for the 'most part, > 
most'(1). in part, to some extent or degree. 
2 (pi) region; district: in these/those ~s. 3 any 
one of a number of equal divisions: A minute is 
the sixtieth ~ of an hour. 4 person’s share in 
some activity; his duty or responsibility; what 
an actor in a play, film, etc says and does: a 
man with an important ~ in a play|in a confer- 
ence. play one’s part, be involved, do what 
is expected. take part (in), have a share (in); 
help: Are you going to take ~ in the discussion? 
Do you intend to speak? 5 side in a dispute, 
transaction, agreement, mutual arrangement, 
etc. take sb’s part, support him: He always 
takes his brother's ~. for'my part, as far as I 
am concerned: For my ~ I am quite happy 
about the division of the money. 6 take sth т 
good part, not be offended by it. 7 each issue 
of a work published in instalments: a new 
encyclopaedia to be issued in monthly ~s. 8 es- 
sential piece or section (eg a spare ~), extra 
piece, etc to be used when needed, when some- 
thing breaks or wears: When can I geta~ for 
my pump? 9 (music) each of the melodies that 
make up a harmony; the melody for a parti- 
cular voice or instrument. о аду partly: made 
~ of ironand ~ of wood. 
part of ‘speech, one of the classes of 
words, eg noun, verb, adjective. 
ipart-'time adj, adv for only a part of the 
working day or week: be employed ~-time; 
\~-time 'teaching. Hence, part-'timer n [С] 

Part? /pa:t/ vt,vi 1 (cause to) separate or di- 
vide: We tried to ~ the two fighters. Lets ~ 
friends. part company (with), > com- 
pany(1). 2 give up, give away: He hates to~ 
with his money. 3 divide one’s hair by combing 
it in opposite ways. 
part-ing n (а) [С] line where the hair is com- 
bed in opposite ways. (b) [C,U] departure. at 
the parting of the ways, (fig) at the point 
when one has to choose between courses of 


Parsee / partner 


action. 

par-take /pa:'teik/ vi,vt (pt -took /-'tuk/, рр 
-taken /-ЦеКэп/) (formal) 1 take a share in: 
They partook (of) our simple meal. 2 have 
some of (the nature or characteristics of): His 
manner ~S of insolence. 

par-tial /'pa:fl/ adj 1 forming only a part; not 
complete: а ~ success; а ~ eclipse of the sun. 2 
showing too much favour to one person or 
side: examiners who are ~ towards pretty 
female students. 3 having a liking for: ~ to 
French wines. 
par-ti-ally /'pa:fali/ adv (a) partly; not com- 
pletely. (b) in a partial(2) manner. 
par-ti-al-ity /,pa:f1'zloti/ n (a) [0] being par- 
tial(2) in treatment of people, etc. (b) [C] 
fondness: a ~ity for chocolate cake. 

par-tici-pant /pa:'tisipant/ и [С] person who 
takes part in something. 

par-tici-pate /pa:'tisipeit/ vi have a share, 
be involved: ~ ina plot. 

par-ti-ciple /'pa:tosip!/ п [С] (verbal adjec- 
tive qualifying nouns but retaining some 
characteristics of a verb, eg): ‘Hurrying’ and 
‘hurried are the present and past ~s of ‘hurry’. 
(Note: past participle is marked pp in this 
dictionary.) 
par-ti-cip-ial /,pa:ti'sipial/ adj 

par-ticle /'pa:tikl/ n [С] 1 very small bit: ~s 
of dust. 2 (gram) minor part of speech, eg an 
article (a, an, the), or an affix (un-, in-, -ness). 

par-ticu-lar /po'tikjule(r)/ adj 1 relating to 
one as distinct from others: in this ~ case. 2 
special; worth notice; outstanding: for no ~ 
reason. He took ~ trouble to get it right. in 
particular, especially: [ remember the colour 
in~.3 very exact: a full and ~ account of what 
we saw. 4 difficult to satisfy: She’s very ~ 
about what she wears. a п [С] detail. go into 
particulars, give details. 
par-ticu-lar-ly adv especially: He was ~ly 
noticeable. 

part-ing /'pa:tin/ © part?. 

par-ti-san /,pa:ti'zen US: 'pa:rtizan/ п [С] 1 
person devoted to a political party, group or 
cause. 2 (esp) member of an armed resistance 
movement in a country occupied by enemy 
forces: ~ troops. а adj uncritically devoted to 
a cause: His loyalties are too~. 

par-ti-tion /pa:'tifn/ п 1 [U] division into 
parts: the ~ of India т 1947. 2 [С] that which 
divides, eg a thin wall between rooms. 3 [C] 
part formed by dividing; section. о vt divide 
into sections, eg using a partition (2): ~ offa 
room. 

par-ti-tive /'pa:titiv/ п [С], adj (gram) (word) 
denoting part of a collective whole: ‘Some’ and 
‘any аге 5. 

рае [у /'pa:tli/ adv to some extent: / ~ agree 
with you. Its ~ green in daylight. 

part-ner /'pa:tna(r)/ и [С] 1 person who takes 
part with another or others in some activity, 


partook / pass 


esp one of the owners of a business: ~s in 
crime; ‘business ~s. > sleeping partner. 2 
one of two persons dancing together, playing 
tennis, cards, etc together. 3 husband or wife. 
о vt 1 be a partner to. 2 bring (people) to- 
gether as partners. 

ipart-ner-ship /-Пр/, (a) [U] state of being a 
partner. (b) [C] joint business: enter/go into 
~ ship (with her). 

par-took /pa:'tuk/ © partake. 

par-tridge /'pa:trid3/ п [С] sorts of bird of 
the same family as the pheasant; [U] its flesh 
eaten as food. 

party /'pa:ti/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [С] group of persons 
united in policy and opinion, in support of.a 
cause, esp in politics: the Conservative, Labour 
and Liberal parties. 2 [Ц] (esp used as an adjec- 
tive) government based on political parties: ~ 
politics, politics of and within a political party; 
Our best men put public interest before ~. fol- 
low the party line, > Ппе'(11). 3 [C] per- 
son taking part in a legal agreement or dis- 
pute. 4 [C] group of persons travelling or 
working together, or on duty together: a ~ of 
tourists; a 'firing-~, of soldiers, at a military 
funeral or execution. 5 [C] gathering of per- 
sons, by invitation, for pleasure: a 'dinner| 
'birthday ~. 6 [C] person taking part in and 
approving of or being aware of what is going 
on: be ~ toa decision. 

раму line, (a) telephone line shared by two 
or more persons. (b) agreed or established 
policy of a political party. 

iparty-'wall, one that divides two properties 
and is the responsiblity of both owners. 

pass’ /pa:s US: pzs/ n 1 [C] act of passing. 2 
[C] success in an examination, esp (in univer- 
sity degree examinations) success in satisfying 
the examiners but without distinction or ho- 
nours'(7): get a ~ in History; a'~ degree. 3 
(sing only) bring to pass, accomplish, carry 
out. come to pass, happen. come to/ 
reach (such) a fine/sad/pretty pass, 
reach such a state or condition. 4 [C] (paper, 
ticket, etc giving) permission or authority to 
travel, enter a building, have a seat in a cine- 
ma, etc: No admittance without a ~. 5 [C] act 
of kicking, throwing, or hitting the ball from 
one player to another player (of the same 
team). 6 [С] narrow way over or through 
mountains; such a way viewed as the entrance 
to a country. 7 make a pass at (a 
woman), (si) make (possibly unwelcome) 
friendly or amorous approach. 8 [C] (in card- 
games) act of passing (16). 

'ipass-key, (a) private key to a gate, etc. (b) 
key which opens a number of locks. 
'pass-mark, minimum mark needed to pass 
an examination. 

'pass-word, secret word or phrase which en- 
ables a person to be recognized as a friend and 
not an enemy. 
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pass? /pa:s US: pzs/ vi,vt (Compare past’) 
(For special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions, г> 19 below.) 1 move towards 
and beyond, proceed (along, through, down, 
etc): ~ through a village. Please let me ~. The 
road was too narrow for cars to ~. The two 
ships ~ed by|~ed each other during the night. 
2 leave (a person, place, object, etc) on one 
side or behind as one goes forward: Turn right 
after ~ing the post office. | ~ed Miss Green т 
the street. 3 go through, across, over or be- 
tween: The ship ~ed the channel. No com- 
plaints ~ed her lips. 4 give by handing: Please 
~ (me) the butter. The letter was ~ed on/round 
to all the members of the family. 5 (of time) go 
by; be spent: Six months ~ed and still we had 
no news of them. 6 spend (time): How shall we 
~ the evening? pass the time, © time'(5). 
7 change from one state of things to another; 
change into another state of things: Water 
~es from a liquid to a solid state when it 
freezes. (Note: change is the usual word.) 8 say 
(something): ~ a remark. pass the time of 
day (with sb), > time'(3). 9 (cause to) cir- 
culate: He was imprisoned for ~ing forged 
banknotes. 10 be known by or recognised as: 
He can easily ~ for an officer. She ~es under 
the name of Mrs Green. 11 examine and ac- 
cept; be examined and accepted: Parliament 
~ed the Bill. The Bill ~ed and became law. The 
examiners ~ed most of the candidates. The 
candidates ~ed (the examination). We have to 
~ the Customs before we leave. 12 take place; 
be said or done (between persons): Tell me 
everything that ~ed between you. 13 be be- 
yond the range of: a story that ~es belief. It 
~es my comprehension. 14 give (an opinion, 
judgement, etc): ~ sentence on an accused 
man. I can’t ~ an opinion on your work without 
seeing it. 15 be accepted without criticism or 
blame: His rude remarks ~ed without com- 
ment. I don’t like it, but Pil let it ~, will not 
make objections, etc. 16 (card-games) let 
one’s turn go by without playing a card or 
making a bid. 17 move; cause to go: He ~ed 
his fingers through his hair. pass an eye 
over, look quickly at. pass water, urinate. 
18 (in football, hockey, etc) kick, throw, hit 
(the ball) to a player of one’s own side. 

19 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

pass away, die: He ~ed away peacefully|in 
his sleep. 

pass between, be exchanged by: Don’! tell 
anyone about what has ~ed between us, about 
what we have discussed. 

pass sb/sth by, pay no attention to: / can’t 
~ the matter by without a protest. 

pass down, = hand down. 

pass for sb/sth, be accepted as: Do I speak 
French well enough to ~ for a Frenchman? 
pass off, (a) (of events) take place, be car- 
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ried through: The meeting of the strikers ~ed 
off quietly. (b) (of pain, a crisis) end gradual- 
ly: Has your toothache ~ed off yet? pass sth 
off, turn attention from (to avoid embarrass- 
ment): ~ off an awkward situation. pass 
sth/sb off as, represent falsely to be: He 
tried to ~ himself off as a qualified doctor. 
pass on, (of a person) die. pass sth on 
(to), hand or give it (to another person or 
others). 

pass out, (informal) = faint. pass out 
(of), ieave (a military) college, etc having 
passed one’s examinations. 

pass over, fail to notice or include: ~ over 
an important mistake and hope it will not be 
noticed. pass sb over, fail to consider for 
promotion, etc: They ~ed me over in favour of 
a younger man. 

pass through, experience; suffer: ~ through 
a difficult period after a divorce. 

pass sth up, (informal) not take advantage 
of something: ~ up an opportunity. 
pass-able /ра:5э US: 'ргз-/ adj 1 (of 
roads, etc) that can be passed over or crossed: 
Are the Alpine roads ~ yet? 2 that can be ac- 
cepted as fairly good but not excellent: a ~ 
knowledge of German. 

ра$$-аЫу /-abli/ adv 

pas-sage /'pzsid3/ 11 [U] passing; act of go- 
ing past, through or across; right to go 
through: the ~ of time. 2 [C] journey from 
point to point by sea or air: book one’s ~ to 
New York. work one’s passage, > 
work?(4). 3 [С] way through: force a ~ 
through a crowd. 4 [С] corridor in a building: 
She has to keep her bicycle in the ~. 5[C] short 
extract from a speech or piece of writing, 
quoted or considered separately. 6 [U] (in Par- 
liament) passing of a Bill so that it becomes 
law. 7 (pl) what passes between two persons in 
conversation: have angry ~s with an opponent 
during a debate. 

lpass-age-way, = passage(4). 
pas-sen-ger /'pzsind3a(r)/ и [С] 1 person 
being conveyed by bus, taxi, tram, train, ship, 
aircraft, etc. 2 (informal) member of a team, 
crew, etc who does no effective work. 
passer-by /ра:5э Ба! US: 'pesor/ п [С] (р/ 
passers-by) person who passes a person ога 
thing by chance. 

Ppas-sing /'pa:sin US: 'pes-/ adj going by; 
not lasting: the ~ years. a n[U] the act of go- 
ing by: the ~ of the old year, ie on New Year’s 
Eve. 

passion /'pzJn/ 1 1 [C,U] strong feeling or 
enthusiasm, esp of love, hate or anger. 2 (with 
a, an) outburst of strong feeling: be та ~ 
about the news. 

the Passion, the suffering and death of Je- 
Sus. 

‘Passion play, drama about the Passion. 
\Passion 'Sunday, the fifth Sunday in Lent. 


'Passion Week, the week between Passion 
Sunday and Palm Sunday. 
passion-less adj 

passion.ate /'pxfonet/ adj filled with, 
showing, love or anger: a ~ nature; ~ lan- 
guage. 
passion.ate-ly adv 

pass-ive /'pzsiv/ adj 1 acted on but not act- 
ing; not offering active resistance: Jn spite of 
my efforts the boy remained ~, showed no 
signs of interest, activity, etc. 2 (gram) in the 
passive voice. on[U] = passive voice. 
the passive (voice), (gram) form of a sen- 
tence, etc describing an action done to the sub- 
ject, eg ‘The car was driven by him.’ > active 
voice. 
pass-ive-ly adv 

pass-key © pass’. 

Pass-over /'pa:sauva(r) US: 'раз-/ п Jewish 
religious festival commemorating the libera- 
tion of the Jews from slavery in Egypt. 

pass-port /'pa:spo:t (5: 'pes-/ п [С] 1 offi- 
cial document to be carried by a traveller 
abroad, certifying identity and citizenship. 2 
(fig) something that enables one to win or ob- 
tain something: /5 flattery a ~~ to success with 
that teacher? 

pass-word > pass’. 

past’ /pa:st (5: pest/ adj of the time before 
the present; gone by in time: during the ~ 
week; in times ~; ~ generations. (Мое. com- 
pare passed in pass?.) оп 1 (with the) past 
time: We cannot change the ~. In the ~ trains 
were pulled by steam-engines. 2 person’s past 
life or experiences: We know nothing of his ~. 
past participle, (gram) > participle. 

(the) past tense, (gram) verb form show- 
ing action in the past, eg ‘He went/hurried|/ 
walked (marked pt in this dictionary). 

past? /pa:st US: pest/ prep 1 beyond in time; 
after: half ~ two; awoman ~ middle age. 2 be- 
yond in space; up to and farther than: He 
walked ~ the house. 3 beyond the limits, 
power or range of: The old man is ~ work, is 
too old, weak, etc. The pain was almost ~ 
bearing, too severe to be endured. be past 
caring, > саге?(1). would not put sth 
past $6, consider him capable of doing 
something disreputable, unusual, etc: / 
wouldnt put it ~ him to run off with the money. 
о ady (in the sense of 2 above: go/run/hurry ~). 

pasta /'peste/ п [U] (№) (paste prepared 
from) flour, eggs and water mixed and dried, 
eg macaroni, spaghetti, ravioli. 

paste /peist/ я [9] 1 soft mixture of flour, fat, 
etc as for making pastry. 2 preparation of fish, 
meat, etc made into a soft, moist mass: 'fish- 
~.3 mixture used for sticking things together, 
eg paper on walls. 4 substance like glass used 
in making artificial diamonds, etc. о vi stick 
with paste(3). 

pas-tel /'pxsil US: pz'stel/ п [C] 1 (picture 


pastern/pathologist 


drawn with) dried paste made into coloured 
crayons. 2 (used as an adjective) soft, light, 
delicate shades of colour. 

pas-tern /'pzstn/ п [С] part of a horse’s foot 
between the fetlock and the hoof. 

pas-teur-ize (also -ise) /'pestforaiz/ vi rid 
(milk, etc) of disease-producing bacteria by 
heating. 
pas-teur-iz-ation (also 
| pestforar'zerfn US: -r'z-/n[U] 

pas-tille /резш US: pe'sti:l/ п [С] small 
flavoured tablet to be sucked, eg one contain- 
ing medicine for the throat. 

pas-time /'pa:staim US: 'раз-/ п [С] апу- 
thing done to pass time pleasantly: Flirting 
was her favourite ~. 

pas-tor /'pa:sto(r) US: 'pes-/ п [С] minis- 
ter(3), esp of anonconformist church. 

pas-toral /'pa:staral US: '!pes-/ adj 1 of she- 
pherds and country life: ~ poetry. 2 of a pas- 
tor; (esp) of a bishop: a ~ letter, one to the 
members of a bishop’s diocese. 3 of (duties to- 
wards) the spiritual welfare of Christians: ~ 
care/responsibilities. о п [С] pastoral(1) 
poem, play, letter, etc. 

pas-try /'peistri/ м (р/ -ies) 1 [U] paste of 
flour, fat, etc baked in an oven. 2 [С] article of 
food made wholly or partly of this, eg a pie or 
tart. 

pas-ture /'pa:stfa(r) US: 'раз-/ п [U} grass- 
land for cattle; grass on such land; [C] piece of 
land of this kind. > meadow. с vt,vi1 (of per- 
sons) put (cattle, sheep, etc) to graze. 2 (of 
cattle, etc) eat grass. 

pasty’ /'peisti/ adj like paste(1): a ~ com- 
plexion, white and unhealthy. 

pasty? /'pzsti/ п [К] (pi -ies) meat ог jam, etc 
enclosed in pastry and baked without a dish: a 
Cornish~. 

pat /pet/ vi,vi (-tt-) 1 tap gently with the open 
hand or with something flat: ~ a dog. pat 
sh/oneself on the back, (fig) show appro- 
val, congratulate, etc. 2 carry out the action of 
patting. оп [С] 1 tap with the open hand, eg as 
a Caress or to show sympathy. 2 small mass of 
something, eg butter, formed by patting. 3 
hght sound made by hitting something with a 
flat object. 

patch’ /реЦ/ л [С] 1 small piece of material 
put over a hole or a damaged or worn place: a 
coat with ~es on the elbows; a ~ on the inner 
tube of a tyre. 2 piece of plaster put over a cut 
or wound. 3 pad worn to protect an injured 
eye. 4 small, irregular, differently coloured 
part of a surface: a dog with a white ~ on its 
neck. § small area: a ~ of ground; ~es of fog. 
not a patch on, not nearly so good as. a 
bad patch, a period of bad luck, difficulty, 
unhappiness, behaviour. 

patch? /реЦ/ vt put a patch on; (of material) 
serve as a patch for. patch up, repair; make 
roughly ready for use. patch up a quarrel, 
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end it. 
patchy adj (-ier, -iest) made up of patches; 
uneven in quality: ~y work /fog. 

patch-work /реЦ\з:К/ и [9] 1 piece of 
materia! made up of bits of cloth of various 
sizes, shapes and colours: (as an adjective)a~ 
guilt. 2 (fig) piece of work made up of odds 
and ends. 

pateé рае US: pa:'te:/ и [0] 1 small pie. 2 
paste(2). 

pa-tel-la /po'tela/ и [С] (anat) = kneecap. 

pat-ent’ /'peitont US: 'petont/ adj 1 evident, 
easily seen: /t was ~ to everyone that he dis- 
liked the idea. 2 protected by a patent(1): ~ 
medicines, made by one firm or person only. 
patent leather, leather with a smooth, 
shiny surface. 
pa-tent-ly adv clearly; obviously. 

pat-ent? /'peitant US: 'petont/ п [С] 1 
government authority giving exclusive right to 
make or sell a new invention. 2 that which is 
protected by a patent; invention or process. с 
vt obtain a patent for (an invention or pro- 
cess). 
Patent (usually /'petant/) Office, govern- 
ment department which issues patents. 

pa-ter-nal /pa'ts:nol/ adj 1 of or like a father: 
~ саге. 2 related through the father: ту ~ 
grandfather. 
pa-ter-nal-ism /-12эт/ пм [U] (practice of) 
governing or controlling people in a paternal 
way (limiting their freedom or responsibility 
by well-intentioned rules). 
pa-ter-nally /-noli/ adv 

pa-ter-nity /po'ts:noti/ и [0] 1 fatherhood; 
being a father; origin on the father’s side: ~ 
unknown. 2 (fig) source; authorship. 

pater-nos-ter |,pzto'npsto(r)/ п [С] (Latin 
for ‘Our Father’) 1 (recital of) the Lord’s 
Prayer. 2 bead ina rosary at which the Lord’s 
Prayer is repeated. 3 lift(2) with a series of 
doorless cars(3) moving on a continuous belt 
so that passengers can step on or off at each 
floor. 

path /ра:0 US: pe6/ п [С] (pl ~s /pa:dz US: 
p2edz/)x008 way made (across fields, through 
woods, etc) by people walking: Keep to the ~ 
or you may lose your way. & footpath. 2 line 
along which something or somebody moves: 
the flight ~ of a spacecraft. 3 = track(4) (the 
usual word). 
‘path-finder, explorer; person sent in ad- 
vance to find a route, etc. 
'path-way, = path(1). 

pa-thetic /po'Getik/ adj 1 sad; pitiful: a ~ 
sight; ~ ignorance. 2 of the emotions. 
pa-theti-cally /-kli/ adv 

patho-logi-cal /,pxGe'lodzikl/ adj of the 
nature of disease. 
patho-logi-cally /-kli/ adv 

path-ol-ogist /po'Opledzist/ и [С] student 
of, expert in, pathology. 
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pa-thol-ogy /рэ'001э451/ п [Ч] science of dis- 
eases. 

pa-thos /'peifps/ n [0] quality in speech, 
writing, etc which produces a feeling of pity, 
sympathy or tenderness. 

pa-tience /'peifns/ и [0] 1 (power of) putting 
up with troubie, suffering, inconvenience, 
without complaining: She has no ~ with 
people who are always grumbling. 2 ability to 
wait for results, to deal with problems, calmly 
and without haste. 3 (GB) kind of card-game, 
usually for one player (US = solitaire). 

pa-tient' /'peifnt/ adj having, showing, 
patience: be ~ witha child. 
pa-tient-ly adv 

pa-tient? /'peifnt/ л [С] person who has 
received, is receiving or is on a doctor’s list for, 
medical treatment: an old~ of mine. 

patio /'pztiou/ п [C] (pl ~s) 1 courtyard, 
open to the sky, within the walls of a Spanish 
or Spanish American house. 2 (modern use) 
paved area near a house, used for eating out- 
side, etc. 

pa-tis-serie /po'ti:sari/ п [С] (Fr) shop, 
bakery, specializing in (French) pastry and 
cakes. 

pa-trial /'peitrial/ п [С], adj (person) having 
the right to be considered legally a British ci- 
tizen, eg an Asian in E Africa who has a 
British passport. 

pa-tri-arch /'peitria:k US: 'pext-/ n [С] 1 
venerable old man. 2 male head of a family or 
tribe. 3 bishop among the early Christians; (in 
the RC Church) high-ranking bishop; (in Eas- 
tern Churches) bishop of highest honour: the 
P~ of Antioch] Jerusalem. 
pa-tri-archal /,peitri'a:kl US: ‚ра{-/ adj 

pat-ri-cide /'pztrisaid/ п [U] killing of one’s 
own father; [С] instance of this; [С] person 
guilty of this. 

pat-ri-mony /'pztriman: US: -mauni/ n [С] 
(pl -ies) 1 property inherited from one’s father 
or ancestors. 2endowment of a church, etc. 
pat-ri-mo-nial /,petri'maunial/ adj 

pa-triot /'pztriat US: 'ре!-/ п [С] person 
who loves and is ready to defend his country. 
pa-tri-otic /,pzxtri'otik US: ,pei-/ adj 
having, showing, the qualities of a patriot. 
pa-tri-oti-cally /-kli/ adv 
'‘pa-triot-ism /-1zom/ п [U] the feelings and 
qualities of a patriot. 

pa-trol /po'traul/ vi,vi (-ll-) go round (a 
camp, town, the streets, etc) to see that all is 
well, to look out (for persons doing wrong, in 
need of help, etc). o n 1 [9] the act of pa- 
trolling: soldiers on ~; (used as an adjective) a 
police ~ car, eg on a motorway. 2 [С] рег- 
son(s), ship(s) or aircraft on patrol. 
pa-trol.man /-mon/, policeman who patrols 
an area. 

pa-tron /'peitron/ п [С] 1 person who gives 
encouragement, moral or financial support, 
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to a person, cause, the arts, etc: Modern artists 
have difficulty in finding wealthy ~s. 2 regular 
customer ata shop. 
patron 'saint, saint regarded as the special 
protector (of achurch, town, travellers, etc). 
'‘pa-tron-ess /-15/ и [С] woman patron(1). 

pa-tron-age /'pztranid3 (5. 'ре-/ и [С] 
1 support given Бу a patron: with/under 
the ~ of the Duke of X. 2 right of appointing a 
person to an office, to grant privileges, etc: 
He’s an influential man, with a great deal of ~ 
in his hands. 3 customer’s support (to a shop- 
keeper, etc): take away one’s ~ because of poor 
service and high prices. 4 patronizing manner. 
& patronize(2). 

pa-tron-ize (also -ise) /'pxtranaiz US: 
'peit-/ vt 1 act as patron towards: ~ а young 
musician|the corner shop. 2 treat (a person in 
need, etc) as if he were an inferior person. 
pat-ron-iz-ing (also -ising) adj 
pat-ron-iz-ing-ly (also -isingly) ady 

pat-ter’ /'pzto(r)/ n[U] 1 kind of talk used by 
a particular class of people: thieves’ ~. 2 rapid 
talk of a conjuror or comedian. а уг, уй recite, 
say, repeat very quickly or in a mechanical 
way. 

pat-ter? /'pzta(r)/ п [О] sound of quick, light 
taps or footsteps: the ~ of rain оп aroof; the ~ 
of tiny feet.c vimake this sound. 

pat-tern /'pzten/ и [С] 1 excellent example: 
She’s а ~ of all the virtues. 2 something used 
as a model, eg shape of a dress cut out in paper 
and used as a guide in dressmaking, etc; model 
for a cast from which a mould 1$ made (in a 
foundry, etc). 3 sample, esp a small piece of 
cloth: ~s from the tailor. 4 ornamental design, 
eg on a carpet, on wallpaper or cloth: a ~ of 
roses; geometrical ~s. 5 way in which some- 
thing happens, develops, is arranged, etc: new 
~Ss of family life. It's the usual ~, the expected 
behaviour, result, procedure, etc. o vt 1 
model: He ~s himself on his father. 2 decorate 
with a pattern(4). 

pau-city /'po:sati/ и [0] (formal) smallness of 
number or quantity. 

paunch /po:ntJ/ п [С] belly, esp if fat: He was 
getting quitea~, getting wide round the waist. 
paunchy adj having a large paunch. 

pau-per /ро:рэ(г)/ я [С] very poor person, 
esp one who is supported by charity. 

pause /ро:2/ п [С] 1 short interval or stop 
(while doing or saying something): during a ~ 
in the conversation. 2 (music) sign (A ог Vv) 
over or under a note or rest to show that it is to 
be lengthened. а vi stop for a short time: ~ fo 
look round. 

pave /peiv/ vt put flat stones, bricks, etc on (a 
path, etc): a path ~d with brick. pave the 
way for, > way(1). 

pave-ment /'peivmont/ и [С] (GB) paved 
way at the side of a street for people on foot 
(US = sidewalk). 


paving/peace 


pav-ing /'peivin/ и [О] (material for a) paved 
area. 
lpaving-stone, slab of stone for paving. 

pa-vil-ion /po'vilion/ и [С] 1 building on a 
sports ground for the use of players, specta- 
tors, etc. 2 ornamental building for concerts, 
dancing, etc. 3 large tent, eg as used for an 
exhibition. 

paw /po:/ п [С] animal’s foot that has claws or 
nails. о vt 1 (of animals) feel or scratch with 
the paw(s); (of a horse) strike (the ground) 
with a hoof. 2 (of persons) touch with the 
hands, awkwardly, rudely or with improper 
familiarity: No girl likes being ~ed (about) by 
men. 

pawn! /po:n/ и [С] 1 (chess) least valuable 
piece. 2 person made use of by others for their 
own advantage. 

pawn? /po:n/ vt deposit (clothing, jewellery, 
etc) as security for money borrowed: The теа- 
ical student ~ed his microscope to pay his rent. 
on [U] state of being pawned: This is in ~. 
‘ipawn-broker, person licensed to lend 
money at interest on pawned goods. 
'‘pawn-shop, pawnbroker’s place of busi- 
ness. 

paw :-paw /po'po: US: 'рэ:рэ:/ п = papaw. 

pay’ /pei/ п [О] money paid for regular work 
or services, esp in the armed forces: get an in- 
crease in~. in the pay of, employed by (of- 
ten with a suggestion of dishonour, eg in the ~ 
of the enemy). 
'‘pay-day, (a) day on which wages, salaries, 
etc are (to be) paid. (b) day (on the Stock Ex- 
change) on which transfer of stock has to be 
paid for. 
ipay load, (a) that part of the load (of a ship, 
aircraft, etc) for which payment is received, eg 
passengers and cargo, but not fuel. (b) war- 
head of a missile. 
ipay-master, official responsible for paying 
troops, workers, etc. 
;pay-master 'депега!, officer at the head of 
a department of the Treasury. 
Inay-off, (informal) (time of) full and final 
settlement of accounts or of revenge. 
'pay-packet, packet containing pay. 
'pay-phone, (US) coin-operated telephone. 
'ipay-roll/-sheet, (a) list of persons to be 
paid and the amounts due to each. (b) total 
amount of wages, salaries, etc to be paid. 
'Inay-slip, piece of paper showing how pay 
has been calculated, showing deductions. 

pay? /pei/ ур? (pt,pp paid)/peid/ (For special 
uses with adverbial particles and prepositions, 
> 5 below.) 1 give (a person) money for 
goods, services, etc: You must ~ me what you 
owe. I paid you the money last week. He paid 
£600 for that car. 2 give (a person) reward or 
recompense: He says that sheep farming 
doesn’t ~, that it isn’t profitable. 3 settle 
(debts, etc): Have you paid all your taxes? put 
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paid to sth, (informal) settle; end it so that it 
gives no more trouble. 4 give, eg attention, re- 
spect, ete to: Please ~ more attention to your 
work. He seldom ~s his wife any compliments. 
pay one’s way, not get into debt. pay 
through the nose, © nose'(1). pay a 
visit, visit: ~ a visit to the dentist. 
5 (uses with adverbial particles and preposi- 
tions): 
pay sth back, return (money, etc) that has 
been borrowed. pay sb back (for sth), 
punish him; have one’s revenge: [ve paid him 
back for the trick he played on те. 
pay for, (a) give money owed: ~ for the use 
of the room. (b) suffer pain or punishment for: 
He’ ll be made to ~ for his stupidity. 
pay in/into, deposit (money) with a bank, to 
one’s own or another’s account: Please ~ this 
sum into my|my wife’s account. 
pay off, (a) pay a person his wages and dis- 
charge him. (b) pay in full and no longer owe: 
~ off one’s debts. > pay-off. 
pay sth out, (a) give money, eg in settle- 
ment of expenses: ~ing out (money) on rent. 
(b) allow (rope) to move freely; make (rope) 
loose so that it moves freely. 
pay up, pay in full what is owing: Jf you don’t 
~ up, [ ll take legal action. 

pay-able /'peisbl/ adj which must or may be 
paid. 

payee /per'i:/ п [С] person to whom some- 
thing is (to be) paid. 

payer /'peia(r)/ и [С] person who pays or is to 
pay. 

pay-ment /'pemont/ и 1 [U] paying or being 
paid: demand immediate ~; a cheque in ~ for 
services given. 2 [С] sum of money (to be) paid: 
ten monthly ~s of £5. 3 [C,U] (fig) reward; 
punishment. 

pea /pi:/ п [С] plant with seeds in pods, used 
for food. as like as two peas (in a pod), 
exactly alike. 
‚реа-'дгееп adj, n [Ч] (of) bright light-green 
colour as of young peas. 

peace /pi:s/ п [U] (not used in pi, but see ex- 
amples for uses with a, an) 1 state of freedom 
from war: be at ~ with neighbouring countries. 
After a brief ~ (= a brief period of peace) war 
broke out again. 2 (often P~) treaty of peace:: 
P~|A P~ was signed between the two coun- 
tries. 3 freedom from civil disorder. keep the 
peace, obey the laws. a breach of the 
peace, г> breach(1). г> also Justice of the 

‘Peace. 4 rest; quiet; calm: the ~ of the 
countryside. at peace (with), in a state of 
friendship or harmony: He’s never at ~ with 
himself, is always restless. in peace, peaceful- 
ly: live in ~ with one’s neighbours. make 
one’s peace (with sb), settle a quarrel. 
peace of mind, calm, contented mental 
State. | 
‘реасе.птаКег, person who restores friendly 
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relations. 
ipeace-offering, something offered to 
show that one 15 willing to make peace. 

peace-ful /'pi:sfl/ adj 1 loving peace: ~ 
nations. 2 calm; quiet: a ~ evening. 
peace-fully /-fali/ adv 
peace-ful-ness и [0] 

peach /pi:tf/ п [С] 1 (tree with) juicy, round 
fruit with yellowish-red skin and a large, 
rough seed; yellowish-red colour. 2 (s/) person 
or thing greatly admired, eg a very attractive 
girl: Isn't she/ita~! 

pea-cock /'pi:kok/ м [С] large male bird 
noted for its fine tail feathers. 
‚реасоск- ше adj, п [U] bright blue (col- 
our). 

pea-fow!l /'pi:faul/ п [С] peacock or peahen. 

pea-hen /'pishen/ n [С] female of the 
peacock. 

реак /pi:k/n[C]1 pointed top of a mountain. 
2 pointed front part of a cap; projecting brim 
(to shade the eyes). 3 highest point in a record 
of figures that fluctuate: ~ hours of traffic, 
times when the traffic is heaviest; the ~ period 
of selling as shown on this graph. off-peak, 
when traffic, electricity consumption is ligh- 
test. 4 point of a beard. 
peaked adj having а peak: a~ed cap|roof. 

peal /pi:l/ п [С] 1 loud ringing of a bell or of a 
set of bells with different notes; changes rung 
on a set of bells; set of bells tuned to each 
other. 2 loud echoing noise: a ~ of thunder; 
~Ss of laughter. о vi,vt (cause to) ring or sound 
loudly. 

pea-nut /'pi:nat/ 1 [С] kind of fruit in a thin 
shell (in pairs) growing underground. 2 (p/) 
(sf) small amount of money. 
jpeanut 'butter, paste of roasted ground 
peanuts. 

pear /peo(r)/ п [С] (tree with) sweet, juicy 
fruit, usually narrower towards the stalk. 

pearl /рз:/ п [С] 1 silvery-white or bluish- 
white round deposit found inside the shells of 
some oysters, valued as a gem: a necklace of 
~s; а ~ necklace; similar artificial one. 2 
small round fragment of various substances 
such as harley. 3 something that looks like a 
pearl, eg a dew drop. 4 very precious person or 
thing: ~s of wisdom. She’s a ~~ among women. 
оу fish for pearls: go ~ing. 

реа$-ап* /'peznt/ и [С] (not current in GB, 
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, US) man 
working on the land, either for wages or on a 
very small farm which he either rents or owns. 
peas-antry /'pezntri/ л [U] (usually with the) 
the peasants of acountry. 

peat /pi:t/ п [0] plant material partly decom- 
posed by the action of water, used as a fuel and 
fertilizer: a'~-bog, a marshy place where peat 
is found. 
peaty adj of, like, smelling of, peat. 

pebble /'peb!/ п [С] small stone made smooth 


peck’ 


peaceful / pedestal 


and round by water, eg ina stream. 

peb-bly /'pebali/ adj having pebbles: а pebbly 
beach. 

/pek/ п [С] (before metrication) 
measure for grain or fruit (= 2 gallons). 


peck? /pek/ vi,vt 1 (try to) get, make, strike 


with the beak: hens ~ing at the corn/each 
other; ~ing a hole in the sack. 2 peck (at), 
(informal) (of a person) eat only small 
amounts: ~ at one’s food. 3 (informal) kiss (a 
person) hurriedly from habit or a sense of 
duty. o n [С] 1 strike with the beak; mark 
made by this. 2 (informal) hurried kiss. 
'peck-ing order, (a) order (within a flock of 
poultry) in which a bird is dominated by 
stronger birds and itself dominates weaker 
birds. (b) any similar arrangement т a group 
of human beings: Poor Tom! He’s at the bot- 
tom of the ~ing order. 

'peck-ish /-1f/ adj (informal) hungry. 


pec-toral /'pektoral/ adj of, for, the chest or 


breast: a~ muscle/fin. 


pe-cu-liar /pi'kju:lio(r)/ adj 1 owned, used, 


adopted, practised, only by: customs ~ to 
these tribes. 2 strange; unusual; odd: J can 
smell something ~ in the bathroom. 3 
particular; special: a matter of ~ interest. 
pe-cu-liar-ly adv in a strange or special way: 
behaving ~ly. 


pe-cu-liar-ity /pikju:lizroti/ n (р/ -ies) 1 


[9] the quality of being peculiar. 2 [С] some- 
thing distinctive or characteristic. 3 [С] some- 
thing odd or strange. 


pe-cuni-ary /pi'kju:niorn US: чеп/ adj 


(formal) of money: ~ reward. 


peda-gogic /|,peda'gndzik/ (also peda- 


gogi-cal /-1k1/) adj of pedagogy. 


peda-gogue (US also -gog) /'pedagng/ п 


[С] pedantic teacher. 


peda-gogy /'pedognd3i/ п [U] (formal) 


science of teaching. 


pedal /'pedl/ п [С] lever (eg on a bicycle, 


sewing-machine, organ or piano) worked by 
the foot or feet. о vi,vt (-Il-, US also -I-) use, 
work by using, a pedal or pedals (for playing 
an organ, riding a bicycle, etc). 


ped-ant /'pedont/ n [С] person who values 


book-learning, technical knowledge, formal 
rules, too highly. | 
pe-dan-tic /pi'dentik/ adj of or like а pedant. 
pe-danti-cally /-kli/ adv 

ped-antry /'pedentri/ п [U] tiresome and un- 
necessary display of knowledge; too much in- 
sistence on formality; [С] instance of this. 


peddle /'pedl/ угу! 1 go from house to house 


trying to sell small articles. 2 (fig) give out in 
small quantities: She loves to ~ gossip round 
the village. 


ped-estal /'pedistl/ и [С] base of a column, 


for a statue or for other works of art. put/set 
sb on a pedestal, treat him as very impor- 
tant or special. | 


pedestrian / penal 


pe-des-trian /pi'destrien/ и [С] person 
walking in a Street, etc: ~s killed in traffic ac- 
cidents. в adj 1 connected with walking. 2 (of 
writing, a person’s way of making speeches, 
etc) uninteresting, ordinary. 
pe,destrian 'crossing, place marked оп а 
road where pedestrians may walk across. 

pedia-tric-ian | ,pi:dio'trifn/ и [С] physician 
who specializes in pediatrics. 

pedi-at-rics /,pi:dir'etriks/ и p/ (used with a 
sing verb) branch of medicine concerned with 
children and their illness. 

pedi-cure /'pedikjua(r)/ п [С] treatment of 
the feet, toe-nails, corns, bunions, etc. 

pedi-gree /'pedigri:/ п [С] line of ancestors: 
proud of their long ~s; [Ч] ancestry, esp an- 
cient descent. o adj having a known line of 
descent: ~ cattle/dogs. 

ped-iar /'pedlo(r)/ п [С] person who goes 
from house to house selling small articles. 

pee /pi:/ vi, n{C,U] (51 (pass) urine. 

peek /pi:k/ vi peek at, peep at. оп [С] quick 
look: have a ~ at the answers before doing the 
exercises. 

peel /pi:l/ vt,vi 1 take the skin off (fruit, etc): 
~ a banana; ~ potatoes. 2 come off in strips ог 
flakes: The wallpaper is ~ing off. After a day in 
the hot sun my skin began to ~|my face ~ed.a 
n{U] skin of fruit, some vegetables, etc. 
peeler, device used for peeling fruit and vege- 
tables: a potato ~er. 

peep’ /pi:p/ п [С] short, quick look, often se- 
cret or cautious: have a ~ at her through the 
keyhole. с vi take a peep (at): neighbours ~ing 
at us from behind the curtains. 
iPeeping ‘Tom, man who enjoys secretly 
watching a woman undress. 

peep? /pi:p/ л [С] weak, shrill sound made by 
mice, birds, etc. o vimake this sound. 

peer’ /pia(r)/ и [С] 1 person equal in rank, 
merit or quality: /t will not be very easy to find 
his ~. 2 (in GB) member of one of the nobility, 
eg duke, marquis, earl, viscount. 
ipeer of the 'realm, person with the right to 
sit in the House of Lords. 
‘life peer, one elected to the House of Lords 
for life only. 
peer-ess /'piaris/, (а) woman реег(2). (b) 
wife of a peer(2). 

peer? /pio(r)/ vi look closely, as if unable to 
see well: ~ into dark corners; ~ing at her over 
his spectacles. 

peer-age /'piorid3/ и [СО] 1 the whole body 
of peers; rank of peer(2). 2 book containing a 
list of peers with their ancestry. 

pee-wit /'pi:wit/n = pewit. 

peg' /ред/ и [С] 1 wooden or metal pin or 
bolt, used to fasten parts of woodwork to- 
gether. a square ред т a round ‘hole, a 
person unsuited to the work he is doing. 2 pin 
driven into the ground to hold a rope (a 'tent- 
~); hook fastened to a wall or door. {buy 
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sth) off the peg, (informal) (buy clothes) 
ready-made. с> clothes-peg. 3 wooden screw 
for tightening or loosening the string of a vio!- 
in, etc. баке sh 'down а peg (or two), 
make him feel less important. 4 piece of wood 
for stopping the hole in a cask, etc. 5 (fig) 
theme, excuse: а ~ on which to hang a sermon. 

peg? /peg/ уг, уг (-gg-) 1 fasten with pegs: ~ а 
tent down. peg sb down, (fig) make him 
keep to a certain line of action, to the rules, 
etc. 2 mark, eg by using pegs fixed in the 
ground. 3 (commerce) keep (prices, wages, etc) 
unchanged: ~ging prices for six months. 4 
peg away at, (informal) keep on working at. 
5 peg out, (informal) die. 

pe-jor-at-ive /ргазогэну US: -'d3o:r-/ adj 
having or giving an idea of being unimportant 
or valueless; discrediting. 
pe-jor-at-ive-ly adv 

pe-kin-ese /,pi:ki'ni:z/ п [С] small breed of 
Chinese dog with long, silky hair. 

peli-can /‘pelikon/ п [C] large waterbird with 
a large bill under which hangs a pouch for 
storing food. 

pel-let /'pelit/ п [С] 1 small bal! of something 
soft, eg wet paper, bread, made, for example, 
by rolling between the fingers. 2 type of small 
shot, used for a gun. 

pel-met /'pelmit/ п [С] ornamental! strip 
above a window or door to hide a curtain rod. 

pelt! /pelt/ п [С] animal’s skin with the fur or 
hair on it. 

pelt? /pelt/ vt,vi 1 attack by throwing things 
at: ~ them with stones/snowballs|mud. 2 (of 
rain, etc) fall heavily: /t was ~ing with rain. 
The rain was ~ing down. a п [С] pelting. at 
full pelt, (running) as fast as possible. 

pel-vic /'pelvik/ adj of the pelvis. 

pel-vis /'pelvis/ и [С] (р/ pelves /'pelvi:z/) 
(anat) bony frame with the hip-bones and the 
lower part of the backbone, holding the kid- 
neys, colon, bladder, etc. 

реп! /pen/ л [С] 1 instrument for writing with 
ink. © balipoint(-pen) and fountain-pen. 2 
(formerly) quill, pointed and split at the end, 
for writing with ink. 3 (style of) writing: make 
a living with one’s ~. a vt (-nn-) write (a letter, 
etc). 
jpen-and-'ink adj drawn with these: a ~- 
and-ink sketch. 
'‘pen-friend, person (eg in another country) 
with whom one has a friendship through 
exchanges of letters. 
inen-knife, small knife with one or more 
folding blades. 
'‘pen-name, name used by a writer instead of 
his real name. 

pen? /pen/ п [С] 1 small enclosure, eg for 
cattle, sheep, poultry, etc. 2 = play-pen. с у! 
(-nn-) pen up/in, shut up (as) in a pen. 

репа! /'pi:n!/ adj connected with punishment: 
~ laws; a ~ offence, one for which there is 
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legal punishment. 
penal servitude, imprisonment with hard 
labour. 

pe-nal-ize (also -ise) /'pi:nalaiz/ vt 1 declare 
to be punishable by law. 2 give a penalty(3) to 
(a player. competitor, etc). 

pen-alty /'peniti/ п (р/-1е$) 1 [0] punishment 
for doing wrong, for failure to obey rules or to 
keep an agreement; [C] what is imposed (im- 
prisonment, payment of a fine, etc) as punish- 
ment: forbidden under ~ of death. 2 (fig) dis- 
advantage, suffering, caused by a person to 
himself or others: The ~ for not working will 
be failing the exams. 3 (in sport, competitions, 
etc) disadvantage to a player or team for 
breaking a rule: The referee awarded а ~. 4 
handicap imposed on a player or team for 
winning a previous contest. 
‘penalty area, (football) area in front of the 
goal where a free kick at goal is given as a 
penalty if a defender breaks a rule. 
penalty kick, (football) free kick at goal by 
the attackers as a penalty against the opposing 
team. 
‘penalty spot, (football) mark in the penalty 
area where a penalty kick is taken. 

pen-ance /'penons/ и [0] punishment which 
one imposes on oneself to show repentance. 

pence /pens/ 7 pi > penny. 

pen-cil /'pensl/ п [С] instrument for drawing 
or writing, esp of graphite or coloured chalk in 
wood or fixed in a metal holder. с vt (-Н-, US 
also -|-} write, draw, mark, with a pencil: ~led 
sketches/eyebrows. 

pen-dant /'pendant/ п [С}1 ornament which 
hangs down, esp one attached to a necklace, 
bracelet, etc. 2 (nau?) pennant. 

pend-ing /'pendin/ adj waiting to be decided 
or settled: The lawsuit was still ~. 0 prep 1 
during: ~ these discussions. 2 until: ~ his 
acceptance of the offer. 

pen-du-lous /'pendzulas/ adj (formal) (of 
nests, breasts, etc) hanging down loosely so as 
to swing freely. 

pen-du-lum /'pendzulom/ п [C} (pi ~s) 
weighted rod hung from a fixed point so that it 
swings freely, esp to regulate the movement of 
a clock. the swing of the pendulum. (fig) 
the movement of opinion from one extreme to 
the other. 

pen-etrable /'penitrabl/ adj (forma!) that 
can be penetrated. 

pen-etrate /'penitreit/ vt,vi 1 make a way 
into or through: The cat’s sharp claws ~d my 
skin. The smell ~d (into) the room. 2 (fig) see 
into or through: Our eyes could not ~ the 
darkness. 
pen-etrat-ing adj (a) (of a person, his mind) 
able to see and understand quickly and well. 
(b) (voices, cries, etc) loud and clear. 
pen-etrat-ing-ly adv 

pen-etra-tion |,penr'treifn/ и [U] 1 pen- 


penalize/pension 


etrating. 2 ability to grasp ideas quickly and 
well. 

pen-friend /'pen frend/ > pen’. 

pen-guin /'pengwin/ п [С] seabird of the 
Antarctic with wings like flippers used for 
swimming. 

peni-cil-lin /,peni'silin/ и [U] antibiotic drug 
that, by changing the chemical environment 
of germs, prevents them from surviving or 
multiplying. 

pen-in-sula /po'ninsjulo US: -sala/ п [С] (p/ 
~s) area of land, eg Italy, almost surrounded 
by water or projecting into the sea. 
pen-in-su-lar /-la(r)/ adj 

pe-nis /'pi:nis/ п [С] organ of copulation of a 
male animal. 

peni-tence /репиэпз/ и [U} sorrow and 
regret (for doing wrong, sin). 

peni-tent /'pen:tont/ adj feeling or showing 
deep regret. 
peni-tent-ly adv 

peni-ten-tiary /,peni'tenfari/ n [С} (pi -ies) 
prison for persons guilty of serious crimes, esp 
one in which reform of the prisoners is the 
main aim. о adj of reformatory treatment. 

pen-knife /'pen паи} > pen’. 

pen-name /'pen neim/ © pen’. 

pen-nant /'penont/ л [С] flag (usually long 
and narrow) used on a ship for signalling, 
identification, etc. 

pen-ni-less /'penilis/ adj without any 
money: Pm ~ until pay-day. 

pen-non /'penon/ и [С] 1 long, narrow (usu- 
ally triangular) flag, as used by a knight, by 
soldiers and on ships, eg in signalling. 2 (05) 
flag of this shape as a school or team banner. 

penn’ orth /'pens@/n = pennyworth. 

penny /'peni/ и [С] (р! pence /pens/ when 
combined with numbers, as in 'sixpence, Чеп- 
pence, eighteen pence; р! pennies /'peniz/ 
when used of individual coins: Please give me 
ten pennies for this tenpence piece.) 1 (since 
1971) British bronze coin (abbr р} worth one 
hundredth of an English pound: These cigar- 
ettes are 80 pence/80p |pi:/ a packet. (cost) а 
pretty penny, a lot of money. spend a 
penny, (informal) use a toilet. the penny 
(has) dropped, the desired result was 
achieved, the meaning of a remark was under- 
stood, ete. 2 (until 1971) British coin worth 
one-twelfth of a shilling. 3 coin of the US and 
Canada, the cent. 
‘penny pinching adj (informal) spending as 
little as possible. 
ipenny-weight, 24 grains, one-twentieth of 
an ounce Troy. 
'ipenny-worth (also penn’orth /'pena6/), 
as much as can be bought for a penny. 

pen-sion' /'penfn/ n [С] regular payment 
made by the State to a person who is old (re- 
'tirement ~), disabled (eg 'war ~) or widowed, 
or by a former employer to an emplovee after 


pension / percolate 


long service: retire ona~. draw one’s реп- 
sion, obtain it: go to the post office to draw 
one’s ~.0 vt pension sb off, grant or pay a 
pension to; dismiss or allow to retire with a 
pension. 
pen-sion-able /-abl/ adj (of services, posts, 
age, work, etc) entitling one to a pension. 
pen-sioner, person receiving a pension. 
pen-sion? /'ponsion/ и [С] boarding-house 
at which fixed rates are charged (by the week 
or month). 

pen-sive /'pensiv/ adj seriously thoughtful: 
~ looks; looking ~. 
pen-sive-ly adv 

pen-ta-gon /'pentagen US: -доп/ и [С] plane 
figure with five sides and five angles. 
the Pentagon, building in Arlington, Virgi- 
nia, headquarters of the US Armed Forces. 

pen-tath-ion /pen'te6len/ и [С] (modern 
Olympic Games) contest in which each 
competitor takes part in five events (running, 
horseback riding, swimming, fencing and 
shooting with a pistol). 

Pente-cost /'pentiknst US: -ko:st/ n 1 
Jewish harvest festival, fifty days after the 
Passover. 2 (esp US) Whitsunday, the seventh 
Sunday after Easter. 

pent-house /'penthaus/ п [С]1 sloping roof 
supported against a wall, esp one for a shelter 
or shed. 2 apartment or flat built on the roof 
ofa tall building. 

pent-in /,pent '1n/ adj closely confined: feel ~ 
on acrowded train. 

pent-up /'pent ap/ adj shut-in; not expressed: 
~ feelings/anger. 

pen-ul-ti-mate /pen'altimot/ и [С] adj 
(word, event, etc which is) last butone. - 

pen-ury j'penjuori/ п [U] (formal) poverty: 
living in~. 

peony /'pi:oni/ п [С] (p/ -ies) garden plant 
with large round pink, red or white flowers. 

people /'pi:pl/ п (1 to 4 below collective, 
never p/ in form but used with a р/ verb. For 
one human being use man, woman, boy, girl 
and not person, which, although useful in dic- 
tionary definitions, often seems too formal.) 1 
persons in general: streets crowded with ~. 2 
those persons belonging to a place, or forming 
a social class: The ~ in the village like the new 
doctor. 3 all the persons forming a State: 
government of the ~, by the ~, for the~. 4 
those persons who are not nobles, not high in 
rank, position, etc: He’s the ~’s choice. 5 
(used with a sing or р/ verb and in pl) race, 
tribe, nation: the ~s of Asia; a brave and iniel- 
ligent ~. а и fill with people: a thickly ~d 
district (populated is more usual). 

pep /pep/ я [U] (s/) strength; energy; spirit. с 
vt (-pp-) give energy or life to. 

‘pep pill, one that stimulates the nervous 
system. . 
‘pep talk, one intended to fill the listener(s) 
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with encouragement and energy: giving the 
teama~ talk before the match. 

pep-per /'pepa(r)/ 1 1 [U] hot-tasting powder 
made from the dried berries of certain plants, 
used to season food. 2 [C] (garden plant with 
a) red or green seed-pod which is used as a 
vegetable: stuffed ~s. a vt put pepper(1) оп 
(food). 
pep-pery adj (a) tasting of pepper. (b) (fig) 
hot-tempered: a ~y old colonel. 
ipep-per-corn, (a) the dried, black berry of 
the pepper(1) plant. (b) (fig) of small size or 
value: a~corn rent. 
ipepper-mill, small device for grinding pep- 
per. 
'pep-per-mint, (a) kind of mint grown for 
its oil, used in medicine and confectionery. 
(b) sweet of boiled sugar with this flavour. 

per /рз:(г)/ prep for each: ~ pound; 15 rounds 
of ammunition ~ man; 30 miles ~ gallon, 
(abbr mpg). as per, according to: as ~ 
instructions. per usual, (informal) as usual. 
iper ‘annum /'znam/, for each year. 
‚рег ‘cent, (abbr %) for, in, each hundred: 
40°% income tax. 

per-am-bu-lator /pa'rembjuleita(r)/ п [С] 
(more usually pram) four-wheeled carriage, 
pushed by hand, fora baby. 

per-ceive /po'si:v/ vt (formal) become aware 
of, esp through the eyes or the mind. 

per-cen-tage /po'sentid3/ п [С] 1 rate or 
number per cent (= for each hundred). 2 pro- 
portion: What ~ of his income is paid in income 
tax? 

per-cep-tible /po'septabl/ adj (formal) that 
can be seen or noticed. 
per-cep-tibly /-abli/ adv 

per-cep-tion /po'sepfn/ п [U] (formal) pro- 
cess, act, by which we become aware of 
changes (through seeing, hearing, etc). 

per-cep-tive /рэ'зериу/ adj (formal) 1 hav- 
ing, connected with, perception. 2 showing 
that one has seen or noticed: ~ remarks. 
per-cep-tive-ly adv 

perch! /ps:tf/ и [С] (p/ unchanged) kinds of 
freshwater fish with spiny fins. 

perch? /ps:t{/n(C] 1 bird’s resting-place, eg a 
branch, bar or rod. 2 (informal) high position 
occupied by a person: come off your ~, stop 
being so superior (in manner, etc). 3 (also pole, 
rod) measure of length, esp for land, 5 and.a 
half yards. а ур, у! 1 settle: The birds ~ed on the 
television aerial. 2 (of a person) sit on a tall 
seat: ~ed on stools at the bar. 3 (chiefly in pp) 
(of buildings) be situated high up: a castle ~ed 
onarock. 

per-co-late /'ps:koleit/ vi,vt 1 (of liquid) 
(cause to) pass slowly (through): Has the water 
~d through the coffee yet? 2 (fig) filter (2): 
Has the news ~d through? 
per-co-lator /-ta(r)/, (esp) kind of coffee-pot 
in which hot water percolates through coffee. 
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per-cus-sion /po'kafn/ n [U] 7 the striking 
together of two (usually hard) objects; sound 
or shock produced by this. 2 the ~, musical 
instruments played by percussion, eg drums, 
cymbals: the ~ section. 
per-cus-sion-ist /-ist/, player of a percus- 
sion instrument. 

per-emp-tory /po'remptor1 US: 

~'perompto:ri1/ adj (formal) 1 (of commands) 
not to be disobeyed or questioned. 2 (of a per- 
son, his manner) (too) commanding; insisting 
on obedience. 
per-emp-tor.ily /-trali US. -to:rali/ adv 

per-en-nial /po'reniol/ adj 1° continuing 
throughout the whole year. 2 lasting for a very 
long time. 3 (of plants) living for more than 
two years. о и [С] perennial plant. 
per-en-nially /-nioli/ adv 

per-fect' /'ps:fikt/ adj 1 complete with 
everything needed. 2 without fault; excellent: 
а ~ wife. 3 exact; accurate: a ~ circle/fit. 4 
having reached the highest point in training, 
skill, etc: a~ shot. 5 complete: a ~ stranger| 
fool; ~ nonsense. 
(the) perfect tense, (gram) verb form 
using the finites of have and a past participle, 
eg ‘He has !had|]will have written the letter. 
per-fect-ly adv completely: ~/y happy. 

per-fect? /po'fekt/ vt make perfect: ~ oneself 
in a foreign language; ~ing my French. 
per-fect-ible /-эЫ/ adj that can be perfected. 

per-fec-tion /po'fek{n/[U] 1 perfecting or 
being perfected: busy with the ~ of detail. 2 
perfect quality or example: Jt was the very ~ of 
beauty. 3 best possible state or quality: beef 
roasted|/done to~w. 
per-fec-tion-ist /-151/ п [С] (a) person who 
believes that it is possible to live without sin- 
ning. (b) (informal) person who is satisfied 
with nothing less than what he thinks to be 
perfect. 

per-fidi-ous = /po'fidios/ adj 
treacherous; faithless (to). 
per-fidi-ous-ly adv 

per-for-ate /'ps:foreit/ vt,vi make а hole or 
holes in; make rows of tiny holes (т paper) so 
that part may be torn off easily: a ~d sheet of 
postage stamps. 
per-for-ation |,p3:fo'reifn/n[C,U] 

per-form /po'fo:m/ vi,vi 1 (formal) do (a 
piece of work, something one is ordered or has 
promised to do): ~ a task. 2 act (a play); play 
(music); sing, do tricks, etc before an audi- 
ence: ~ ‘Hamlet’. Do you enjoy seeing ~ing 
animals? | 
per-former, person who performs, esp at a 
concert or other entertainment. 

per-form-ance /po'fo:mons/ и 1 [U] per- 
forming: faithful in the ~ of his duties. 2 [С] 
notable action; achievement: The orchestra] 
musicians gave a fine ~. 3.[C] performing of a 
play at the theatre; public exhibition; concert: 


(formal) 


percussion / perish 


two ~sa day. 4 [С] (fig) bad, action, etc: What 
a~! What bad behaviour! ; 

per-fume /'ps:fju:m/ и [СО] (kinds of pre- 
pared liquid with a) sweet smell, esp from an 
essence of flowers. о vi /pa'fju:m/ give a per- 
fume to; put perfume on. 

per-func-tory /po'fanktori/ adj (formal) 1 
done as a duty or routine but without care, 
sincerity or interest: a ~ inspection. 2 (of per- 
sons) doing things in this way. 
per-func-tor.-ily /-trili US: -to:rali/ adv 

per-haps /po'heps/ adv possibly; it may be 
or have been: P~ it will rain. There were three 
men, or ~ four. 

peril /'peral/ п 1 [U] serious danger: in ~ of 
one’s life. do sth at one’s peril, at one’s 
own risk. 2 [С] something that causes danger: 
the ~s of the ocean, storms etc. 

peril-ous /'peralos/ adj dangerous: а ~ous 
journey. 
peril-ous-ly adv: ~ously close to death. 

per-imeter /po'rimito(r)/ п [С] (length of 
the) outer boundary of a closed figure or area, 
eg an airfield, etc. 

period /'pioriod/ и [С] 1 length or portion of 
time, eg hours, days, months and years: ~s of 
sunny weather; the ~ when the disease is con- 
tagious,; 20 teaching ~s a week. 2 portion of 
time in the life of a person, a nation, a stage of 
civilization, etc; division of geological time: 
the ~ of the French Revolution. The actors will 
wear costumes of the ~/~ costumes, ie of the 
time when the events of the play took place. 3 
(esp US) full pause at the end of a sentence; 
full stop (.) marking this in writing and print. 
4 (astron) time taken to make one revolution. 
5 (informal) occurrence of menstruation. 

peri-odic /,piori'pdik/ adj occurring or ар- 
pearing at regular intervals: ~ headaches. 
periodic table, (chem) chart of the ele- 
ments(1) according to their atomic weights. 
peri-od-ical /-kl/ adj = periodic. о п [С] 
magazine or other publication which appears 
at regular intervals, eg monthly, quarterly. 
peri-od-ically /-kli/ adv (a) at regular inter- 
vals. (b) occasionally. 

peri-pa-tetic /,peripa'tetik/ adj going about 
from place to place; wandering: the ~ reli- 
gious teachers of India. 

pe-riph-eral /pe'rifaral/ adj of, on, forming, 
a periphery. 

pe-riph-ery /po'rifori/ п [С] (p/ -ies) external 
boundary or surface. 

peri-scope /'periskoup/ п [С] instrument, as 
used in submarines, with mirrors and lenses 
arranged to reflect a view down a tube, etc so 
that the user may see things which are at a 
level above normal eyesight. 

per-ish /'perif/ vi,vt 1 be destroyed, come to 
an end, die: Hundreds of people ~ed in the 
earthquake. 2 (of cold or exposure) reduce to 
distress or inefficiency: We were ~ed with 


peritonitis / persecute 


cold/hunger. 3 (esp of rubber) (cause to) lose 
natural qualities; decay: Oi/ on your car tyres 
will ~ them. 
per-ish-able /-abl/ adj (esp of food) quickly 
or easily going bad. 
per-ish-ables п p/ (esp) goods that go bad if 
delayed in transit, eg fish, fresh fruit. 

per-ito-ni-tis /,perito'naitis/ п [U) inflam- 
mation of the membrane lining the walls of the 
abdomen. 

per-jure /'ps:dzo(r)/ vt (reflex) perjure 
oneself, knowingly make a false statement 
after taking an oath to tell the truth. 
per-jurer /'p3:dzara(r)/, person who has рег- 
jured himself. 
per-jury /'p3:dzori/ и [С/Ц] 

perk /рз:К/ vi,vt 1 perk up, (of a person) be- 
come lively and active (after depression, ill- 
ness, etc). 2 perk sb/sth up, show interest, 
liveliness: The horse ~ed up its head, lifted its 
head as a sign of interest. 
perky adj (-ier, -iest) lively; showing interest 
or confidence. 

perks /ps:ks/ и р/ (informal) perquisites: an 
executive's salary with the usual ~. 

perm /p3:m/ п [С] (informal abbr for) per- 
manent wave: go to the hairdresser’s fora~. 
О vt give a perm to. 

per-ma-nence /'ps:monons/ n [0] state of 
being permanent. 

per-ma-nent /'p3:monont/ adj not expected 
to change; going on for a long time; intended 
to last: ту ~ address. > temporary. 
permanent ‘secretary, senior civil ser- 
vant. 
permanent (wave), artificial curls put in 
the hair so that they last several months. 
per-ma-nent-ly аду 

per-meate /'ps:mieit/ vt,vi pass, flow or 
spread into every part of: water permeating 
(through) the soil; new ideas that have ~d 
(through|among) the people. 
рег-те-а оп /,p3:mi'erf{n/ м [0] 

per-mis-sible /po'misobl/ adj that may be 
permitted. 
per-mis-sibly /-abli/ adv 

per-mis-sion /po'mifn/ и [0] act of allow- 
ing or permitting; consent: with your ~, if you 
will allow me. Has he given you ~ to leave? 

per-miss-ive /po'misiv/ adj giving permis- 
sion. 
the per,missive so'ciety, (in GB, 1967 on- 
wards) term used for social changes, including 
greater sexual freedom, homosexual law re- 
form, abolition of censorship in the theatre, 
frank discussion of taboo subjects, use of 
slang words, increased drug-taking, etc. 
per-miss-ive-ness л [0] 

per-mit' /'ps:mit/ п [С] written authority to 
go somewhere, do something, etc: You won't 
getinwithouta~. 

per-mit? /po'niut/ vt,vi (-tt-) 1 allow: We'll 
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play football, weather ~ting. Smoking is not 
~ted in this cinema. 2 (formal) admit (of): The 
situation does not ~ of any delay, There must 
be no delay. 

per-mu-ta-tion = /,p3:mju'teifn/ и [С] 
(maths) change in the order of a set of things 
arranged in a group; any one such arrange- 
ment: The ~s of x, у and г are xyz, xzy, yxz, 
Y2X, ху, ZPX. 

per-mute /pa'mju:t/ vt (formal) change the 
order of. 

per-ni-cious /po'nifas/ adj (formal) harm- 
ful, causing distress: ~ gossip. 
per-ni-cious-ly adv 

per-ox-ide /po'roksaid/ п [U] (esp) ~ of 
hydrogen, (H,0,) colourless liquid used as an 
antiseptic and to bleach hair. | 

per-pen-dicu-lar /,ps:pon'dikjula(r)/ adj 1 
at an angle of 90° (to another line or surface). 
2 upright; crossing the horizontal at an angle 
of 90°. a n [C] perpendicular line. г> horizon- 
tal; vertical. 

per-pe-trate /рз:ригеи/ vt commit (a 
crime, an error): Several violations of human 
rights are being ~ed. 
per-pe-tra-tor /-ta(r)/, person who commits 
а сгипе, etc. 
per-pe-tra-tion /,p3:pi'treifn/ [0] 

per-pet-ual /po'petfual/ adj going on for a 
long time or without stopping. 
per,petual ‘motion, the motion of a ma- 
chine, if it could be invented, which would go 
on for ever without a continuing source of 
energy. 
per-pet-ually /-fuali/ adv 

per-petu.ate /pa'petfueit/ vt preserve from 
being forgotten or from going out of use: ~ his 
memory by erecting a statue of him. 
per-petu-ation /po,petfu'erfn/ n[U] 

per-petu-ity /,ps:pi'tju:ots US: -'tu:-/ п (р/ 
-ies) 1 [U] state of being perpetual. in per- 
petuity, for ever (which is more usual). 2 [С] 
(legal) perpetual possession. 

per-plex /po'pleks/ vt puzzle; bewilder; con- 
fuse: ~ her with questions. 
per-plexed adj confused; complicated. 
per-plex-ity /-oti/ п (pl -ies) (formal) (a) [3] 
state of being confused, eg because of doubt: 
Не. looked at us in ~ity. (b) [С] perplexing 
thing. | 

per-qui-site /'ps:kwizit/ п [С] (formal) prof- 
it, allowance, etc given or looked on as one’s 
right, in addition to regular wages or salary: 
The salesman’s ~s include the use of his firm’s 
car out of business hours. > perks. 

per-se-cute /'ps:sikju:t/ vt 1 punish, treat 
cruelly, esp because of religious beliefs. 2 
cause repeated trouble to: ~ a man with ques- 
tions. 
per-se-cu-tion /,p3:si'kju:[n/»[C,U] 
per-se-cu-tor /-ta(r)/, person who perse- 
cutes. 
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per-se-ver-ance /|,ps:si'viorans/ и [0] соп- 
stant effort to achieve something. 

per-se-vere /,ps:si'vio(r)/ vi continue with, 
doing, (esp something difficult or tiring): ~ 
with/in one’s studies. 
per-se-ver-ing adj 

per-sist /poa'sist/ vi 1 refuse, in spite of argu- 
ment, opposition, failure, etc to make any 
change in (what one is doing, one’s beliefs, 
etc): She ~s in wearing that old coat. 2 per- 
sist with, continue to work hard at. 3 conti- 
nue to exist: The fog is likely to ~ in most 
areas. 
per-sist-ence /-ons/n(U] 
per-sist-ent /-ont/ adj continuing (to refuse); 
occurring again and again: ~ent denials/ 
attacks of malaria. 
per-sist-ent-ly ady 

per-son /'ps:sn/ и [С] (Note: people is the usu- 
al plural, not persons.) 1 man, woman (the 
usual words): Who is this ~? 2 living body ofa 
human being. in person, physically present: 
He'll collect his certificate in ~, will be there 
himself. 3 (gram) each of three classes of per- 
sonal pronouns: the first ~ (I, we), the second 
~ (you) and the third ~ (he, she, it, they). 

per-son-able /'ps:snab!/ adj good-looking 
and pleasant. 

per-son-age /'ps:sonid3/ п [С] (important) 
person. 

per-sonal /'ps:sonl/ adj1 private; individual; 
of a particular person: my ~ affairs|/needs| 
opinions; your ~ rights. 2 done or made by a 
person himself: The Prime Minister made а ^^ 
appearance at the meeting. 3 done or made for 
a particular person: give him one’s ~ attention. 
He did me a ~ favour, one directed to me and 
by him. 4 of the body: P~ cleanliness is impor- 
tant to health. 5 of the nature of a human be- 
ing: Do you believe т а ^> God? 6 of or about a 
person in a critical or hostile way: / object to 
such ~ remarks. 
personal as'sistant, one who heips an of- 
ficial, eg by making travel arrangements, or- 
ganizing meetings, etc. 
‘personal column, one (in a newspaper, 
etc) in which private messages or advertise- 
ments appear. 
ipersonal 'pronoun, > person(3). 
per-son-ally /-ali/ adv (a) in person, not 
through a representative: He showed me round 
the exhibition ~. (b) speaking for oneself: 
P-~ly Ihave no objection to your joining us. 

per-son-al-ize (also -ise) /!ps:snalaiz/ vt 
have (something) printed with one’s address 
(~d stationery) or sewn with one’s initials (~d 
handkerchiefs). 

per-son-al.-ity /,ps:so'nzloti/ (pi -ies) 1 [U] 
state of being a person; existence as an individ- 
ual: respect the ~ of a child. 2 [СЛ qualities 
that make up a person’s character: a man with 
little ~; a woman with a strong ~. 3 [C] 


perseverance/ pertinacious 


(modern use) person who is well known in a 
particular context: a TV ~, known to televi- 
sion viewers. 4 (p/) impolite remarks about a 
person’s looks, habits, etc: Let’s avoid per- 
sonalities, avoid such remarks. 

per-son-ify /po'spnifai/ vt (pt,pp ед) 1 re- 
gard or represent (something) as a person: ~ 
the sun and moon, by using ‘he’ and ‘she’. 2 be 
an example of (a quality): That man is greed 
personified. 
per-soni-fi-ca-tion /pa,sonifi'keifn/ м (a) 
[U] personifying or being personified; [С] in- 
stance of this. (b) (usually sing with the) excel- 
lent example of a quality: He’s the personifica- 
tion of every virtue. 

per-son:-nel /,ps:so'nel/ и [U] (used with a 
sing or pl verb) staff, esp in large companies 
and the armed forces: Five airline ~ died in the 
plane crash. 
personnel manager/officer, one em- 
ployed to deal with staff, their salaries, train- 
ing, etc. 

per-spec-tive /po'spektv/ и 1 [U] the art of 
drawing solid objects on a flat surface so as to 
give the right impression of their relative 
height, width, depth, distance, etc; [C] draw- 
ing so made. 2 [U] apparent relation between 
different aspects of a problem: He sees things 
in their right ~. 3 [С] (literary, fig) view; pros- 
pect: ~s of Britain’s history. 

per-spex /'ps:speks/ и [U] (P) tough plastic 
material used as a substitute for glass. 

per-spi-ca-cious /,ps:spi'keifas/ adj (for- 
mal) quick to judge and understand. 
per-spi-cac.ity /,p3:spi'kzsoti/ и [0] 

per-spire /po'spaia(r)/ vi sweat (which is less 
formal). 
per-spir-ation /рз:зрэте[и/ и [0] sweat; 
sweating. 

per-suade /po'sweid/ vt 1 convince (a per- 
son): How can I ~ you of my sincerity|that 1 
am sincere? 2 cause (a person) by reasoning 
(not) (to do something): We ~d him/He was 
~d to try again. Can you ~ her out of her fool- 
ish plans? 
per-suad-able /-abl/ adj 

per-sua-sion /po'sweizn/ n 1 [Ц] persuad- 
ing or being persuaded; power of persuading. 
2 [0] belief (the usual word): Л is ту ~ that... 
3 [С] group of people holding a particular be- 
hef: various political ~s. 

per-sua-Sive /po'sweisiv/ adj able to per- 
suade: She has a~ manner|voice. 
per-sua-sive-ly adv 

pert /ps:t/ adj cheeky; not showing proper 
respect: а > childjanswer. 
pert-ly adv 

per-tain /pa'tem/ vi (formal) belong as a part 
or accessory; have reference; be appropriate: 
the farm and the iands ~ing to it. 

per-ti-na-cious /,ps:ti'neifas/ adj (formal) 
determined. 


pertinent / pew 


per-ti-na-cious-ly adv 
per-ti-nac-ity /,p3:ti'nzsati/ и [9] (formal) 
determination. 

per-ti-nent /'ps:tinant/ adj (formal) referring 
directly; relevant: a~ reply. 
per-ti-nent-ly adv 

per-turb /po'ts:b/ vt (formal) cause concern 
to; make anxious: ~ing rumours; aman who is 
never ~ed. 
per-turb-able adj 
per-tur-ba-tion /,p3:to'berJn/|U] 

pe-rusal /po'ru:zl/ п [C,U] act of reading 
carefully. 

pe-ruse /poa'ru:z/ vt (formal) read carefully. 

per-vade /po'veid/ vt (formal) spread 
through every part of: The ideas that ~ all 
these periodicals may do great harm. 
per-va-sion /po'ver3n/ n[U] 

per-va-sive /po'veisiv/ adj tending to per- 
vade: ~ influences. 
per-va-sive-ly adv 

per-verse /po'v3:s/ adj 1 (of persons) 
deliberately continuing in doing wrong. 2 (of 
circumstances) contrary (to one’s wishes). 3 
(of behaviour) unreasonable. 
per-verse-ly adv 
per-verse-ness п [0] 

per-ver-sion /po'v3:[n US: -3n/ п 1 [Ч] per- 
verting or being perverted. 2 [С] turning from 
right to wrong; change to something abnor- 
mal, unnatural, etc: a~ of justice; sexual ~s. 

per-ver-sity /po'vs:sati/ и (p/ -ies) [0] being 
perverse; [С] perverse act. 

per-vert' /'ps:va:t/ пи [С] person whose 
(sexual) behaviour is abnormal. 

per-vert? /po'vs:t/ vt 1 turn (something) to a 
wrong use. 2 cause (a person, his mind) to turn 
away from right behaviour, beliefs, etc: ~ (the 
mind of) a child. 

pes-si-mism /'pesimizam/ и [0] tendency to 
believe that the worst thing is most likely to 
happen, that everything is basically evil. 
pes-si-mist /-ist/, believer in pessimism. 
pes-si-mis-tic /,pesi'mistik/ adj 
pes:-si-mis-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

pest /pest/ n[C] 1 troublesome or destructive 
thing, animal, etc: garden ~s, eg insects, mice, 
snails; '~ control, the use of various methods 
to get rid of pests. 2 (informal) child who is a 
nuisance: You little ~~! 

pes-ter /'pesto(r)/ vt annoy; trouble: Бе ~ed 
with flies/by requests for help. 

pes-ti-cide /'pestisaid/ п [C,U] substance 
used to destroy pests. 

pes-ti-lence /'pestilons/ и [СЧ] (any kind 
of) fatal epidemic disease, esp bubonic plague. 

pestle /'pesl/ п [С] stick with a thick end used 
in a mortar for pounding or crushing things. o 
vt crush in (or as in) a mortar. 

pet /pet/ 1 (often as an adjective) animal, etc 
kept as a companion, treated with care and af- 
fection, eg a cat or a dog: '~ food/shops. 2 per- 
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son treated as a favourite: Mary is the teach- 
ег’; ~. 3 person specially loved or lovable: 
make а ~ of a child. в vt (-tt-) 1 treat with 
affection. 2 kiss and caress. 
pet aversion, person or thing disliked most: 
Cowboy films are her ~ aversion. 
‘net name, name other than the real name, 
used affectionately. 

petal /'petl/ п [С] one of the (usually colour- 
ful) divisions of a flower: 'rose ~s. 

peter /'pi:to(r)/ vi peter out, (of supplies, 
etc) come gradually to an end. 

pe-ti-tion /pi'tifn/ n[C] 1 prayer; earnest re- 
quest; appeal (esp a written document signed 
by a large number of people). 2 formal appli- 
cation made to а court of law. а vt,vi 1 make 
an appeal to, eg the authorities: ~ Parliament 
to stop unemployment. 2 petition for, ask 
earnestly or humbly: ~ for a retrial. 
pe-ti-tioner, one who petitions, esp the 
plaintiff in a divorce suit. 

pet-rel /'petral/ п [С] long-winged black and 
white seabird. 

pet-rify /'petrifai/ уу (pt,pp -ied) 1 (cause 
to) change into stone. 2 (fig) take away power 
to think, feel, act, etc (through fear, surprise, 
etc). 

pet-rol /'petral/ п [U] refined petroleum used 
as a fuel in internal combustion engines (US 
= gasoline): fill up with~. 
‘petrol station, place where motor-vehicles 
can be filled with petrol. 

pe-tro-leum /pi'trauliom/ и [U] mineral oil 
found underground and used in various forms 
(petrol, paraffin, etc) for lighting, heating and 
driving machines. 
pe,troleum ‘jelly и [Ц] semi-solid substance 
obtained from petroleum, used as a lubricant 
and in ointments. 

pet-ti-coat /'petikaot/ п [С] woman’s under- 
skirt. 

petty /'peti/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 small; unimpor- 
tant: ~ regulations enforced by ~ officials. 2 
on a small scale: ~ farmers/shopkeepers. 3 
having or showing no generosity or sympathy: 
~ spite. 
petty cash, (business) money for or from 
small payments. 
petty larceny, theft of articles of little value. 
petty 'officer, naval officer below commis- 
sioned rank. 
pet-tily /'petali/ adv 
pet-ti-ness и [0] 

petu-lance //ре{о!эп5/ n [9] (formal) petu- 
lant behaviour. 

petu-lant /'petfolent/ adj (formal) un- 
reasonably impatient or irritable. 
petu-lant-ly adv 

pe-tu-nia /pr'tju:nia US: -'tu:-/ п [С] (pl ~s) 
garden plant with funnel-shaped flowers of 
various colours. 

pew /pju:/n[C] bench with a back in a church. 
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pe-wit, pee-wit /'pi:wit/ п [C] lapwing. 

pew-ter /'pju:ta(r)/ п [Ч] (objects made of a) 
grey alloy of lead and tin. 

phal-anx /'felenks/ п [С] (p/ ~es or phal- 
anges /fa'lend3i:z/) 1 (in ancient Greece) 
body of soldiers in close formation for fight- 
ing. 2 number of persons banded together for 
a commen purpose. 3 (anaz) bone in a finger 
or toe. 

phai-lic /'felik/ adj of a phailus: ~ sym- 
bolsjemblems. 

phal-lus /'feles/ и [С] (р/ ~s ог phalli 
/‘feelai/) image of the penis, as a symbol of 
fertility. 

phan-tasy /'fentosi/ = fantasy. 

phan-tom /'fentam/ я [С] ghost; something 
seen as in a dream or vision: (used as an adj- 
ective) ~ ships. 

Phari-see /'ferisi:/ п [С] 1 member of an an- 
cient Jewish sect known for strict obedience to 
written laws and for claiming reverence. 2 
(small p) hypocritical and self-righteous per- 
son. 

phar-ma-ceuti-cal  /,fa:mo'sju:tikl US: 
-'su:-/ adj of, engaged in, pharmacy; of the use 
or sale of medicinal drugs. 

phar-ma-cist /'fa:masist/ м [С] person 
skilled in preparing medicines. с> chemist, 
druggist. 

phar-ma-col-ogist /,fa:ma'kplodzist/ и [С] 
expert in, student of, pharmacology. 

phar-ma-col-ogy /,fa:mo'kvled3i/ и [U] 
science of pharmacy. 

phar-macy /'fa:masi/ м (р/ -ies) 1 [9] 
preparation and dispensing of medicines. and 
drugs. 2 [C] (part of a) shop where medical 
goods are sold. (US = drugstore). 

phar-yn-gi-tis /,ferin'dzaitis/ п [9] inflam- 
mation of the mucous membrane of the 
pharynx. 

phar-ynx /'ferinks/ я [С] cavity (with the 
muscles, etc that enclose it) at the back of the 
mouth, where the passages to the nose, mouth 
and larynx begin. 

phase /feiz/ п [С] 1 stage of development: the 
critical ~ of an illness. 2 (of the moon) amount 
of bright surface visible from the earth (new 
moon, full moon, etc). а vt plan, carry out, by 
phases: a well-~d withdrawal, one made by 
careful stages. phase in/out, introduce/ 
withdraw one stage at a time. 

pheas.ant /'feznt/ л [С] long-tailed game 
bird; [U] its flesh as food. 

phe-nom-enal /fe'nominl/ adj 1 that is 
known only through the senses. 2 concerned 
with phenomena. 3 enormous; extraordinary. 
phe-nom-enally /-nali/ adv 

phe-nom-enon /fa'nominen US: -поп/ и 
[С] (p/ -ena /-1пэ/) 1 thing that is known to 
exist by the senses: the phenomena of nature. 2 
unusual, extraordinary, person, thing, hap- 
pening, etc. 


pewit7 phone 


phew /fju:/ int (suggesting astonishment, im- 
patience, discomfort, disgust, etc according to 
context). 

phial /'fatol/ п [С] smal! bottle, esp one for 
liquid medicine. 

phil-an-thropic /,filon'@ropik/ adj kind 
and helpful. 
phil-an-thropi-caily /-kii/ аду 

phil-an-thro-pist /fi'lenOrapist/ я [С] рег- 
son who helps others, esp those who are poor 
or in trouble. 

phil-an-thropy /fiizn@rapi/ я [U] love of 
mankind; practical sympathy and Бепе- 
volence. 

phil-ately /fi'lztali/ и [Ч] collecting stamps. 

Phi-lis-tine /'filistam US: -sti:n/ n 1 
(Biblical) one of the warlike peoples in Pales- 
tine who were the enemies of the Israelites. 2 
(small p) (modern use) uncultured person; per- 
son whose interests are only material and are 
ordinary or dull. 

philo-logi-cal |,fila'lod3iki/ adj of philol- 
ogy. 

phil-ol-ogist /fi'lolod3zist/ n [С] student of, 
expert in, philology. 

phil-ol-ogy /fi'lolod3i/ п [U] study of the 
development of language, or of particular 
languages. > linguistics. 

phil-os-opher /fi'losafa(r)/ n [С] 1 person 
studying or teaching philosophy, or having a 
system of philosophy. 2 (informal) person 
whose mind is untroubled by stormy feelings 
or hardships; person who lets reason govern 
his life. 

philo-sophi-cal /,filo'sofik!/ adj 1 of, de- 
voted to, guided by, philosophy. 2 (informal) 
(of a person, his behaviour) guided by reason 
and not feelings: take a ~ view of a personal 
situation. 
philo-sophi-cally /-kli/ adv 

phil-os-ophize (also -ise) /f1'losofaiz/ vi 
think, discuss, like a philosopher. 

phil-os-ophy /fi'losafi/ и (р/ -ies) 1 [0] the 
search for knowledge, esp the nature and 
meaning of existence. 2 [С] system of thought 
resulting from such a search for knowledge: a 
man with a practical ~. 3 [Ч] calm, quiet atti- 
tude towards life, even in the face of unhappi- 
ness, danger, difficulty, etc. 

phleb-itis /fli'baitis/ и [0] inflammation of a 
vein. 

phlegm /flem/ и [U] 1 thick, semi-fluid sub- 
stance forming on the skin of the throat and in 
the nose, and expelled by coughing. 2 quality 
of being phlegmatic. 

phieg-matic /fleg'mztik/ adj being slow to 
act or to show feeling or interest. 
phieg-mati-cally /-kli/ adv 

pho-bia /'faubie/ и [С] (p/ ~s) unhealthy, 
strong, fear or dislike. 

Phone' /faun/ п, vt,vi (informal abbr for) 
telephone. 
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'phone-booth/-box, telephone kiosk; call- 
box. 
‘phone-in, radio or television programme in 
which the public take pari on the telephone. 

phone? /faun/ п [<] (linguistics) single 
speech-sound (vowel or consonant). 

pho-neme /'founi:m/ я [С] (/inguistics) unit 
of the system of sounds that distinguish words 
of a language as represented ideally by single 
letters of the alphabet. 
pho-nemic /fa'ni:mik/ adj 

pho-netic /fa'netik/ adj 1 concerned with the 
sounds of human speech. 2 (of transcriptions) 
providing a symbol for each phoneme of the 
language transcribed. 3 (of a language) having 
a system of spelling close to the sounds rep- 
resented by the letters: Spanish spelling is ~. 
pho-neti-cally /-КП/ adv 
pho-net-ics n (used with a sing verb) (a) 
study and science of speech sounds, their pro- 
duction, and the signs used to represent them. 
(6) sound-system of a language. 

pho-neti-cian /,fooni'tifn/ п [С] expert in 
phonetics. 

pho-ney, phony /'foun:/ adj (-ier, -iest) 
(s/) fake; not genuine. с п [С] phony person: 
He’sacomplete~. 

pho-nic /'fonik/ adj of (vocal) sounds. 

pho-nol-ogy /fa'nvled3i/ n [U] (linguistics) 
scientific study of the organization of speech 
sounds (including phonemes), esp in particul- 
ar languages. 

phooey /'fu:/ int (used to show disgust, dis- 
belief, etc). 

phos-pho-rescence |,fosfa'resns/ п [U] 
the giving out of light without burning or heat 
that can be felt. 
phos-pho-rescent /-snt/ adj 

phos-phorus /'fosfoeros/ и [U] yellow, non- 
metallic, poisonous element like wax (symbol 
P) which catches fire easily and gives out a 
faint light in the dark. 

photo /'foutoeu/ п [С] (informal abbr for) 
photograph. 

photo- /'fouteu/ prefix 1 of light: photo- 
electric. 2 of photography: photogenic. 

photo-copy /'foutekppi/ vt (pt, pp -ied) 
make a copy of (a document, etc) by a photo- 
graphic method. оп [С] (p/-ies) such a copy. 

photo-electric /,foutoui'lektrik/ adj: ~ 
cell, device which gives out an electric current 
when light falls on it, used for many purposes, 
eg to cause a door to open when someone ap- 
proaches it. 

photo-finish | fauteu'finif/ п [С] finish of a 
horse-race so close that a photograph is need- 
ed to decide the winner. 

photo-fit /'fautoufit/ п [СЧ] (example of a) 
method of combining facial features to pro- 
vide the police, etc with an idea of what a sus- 
pect looks like. 

photo-genic /,favte'dzenik/ adj (of a per- 
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son) looking attractive in photographs. 

photo-graph /'foutegra:f US: -gref/ п [С] 
picture recorded by means of the chemical ac- 
tion of light on a specially prepared film in a 
camera, etc which is transferred to specially 
prepared paper. о vf take a photograph of. 
pho-togra-pher /fa'tografa(r)/ п [С] person 
(esp professional) who takes photographs. . 
pho-to-graphic /,fouto'grefik/ adj of, re- 
lated to, used in, taking photographs. 
photo-graphi-cally /-kli/ adv 
pho-togra-phy /fa'togrofi/ и [U] art or pro- 
cess of taking photographs. 
photo-stat /'fautastzt/ и = photocopy. 

phrasal /'freizl/ adj in the form of a phrase. 
phrasal verb, idiomatic use of a verb with 
an adverb and/or a preposition, eg pick up 
(> the end section of the. verb pick). 

phrase /freiz/n[C}1 group of words forming 
part of a sentence, eg in the garden, in order to. 
2 short, clever expression. 3 (music) short, т- 
dependent passage forming part of a longer 
passage. 0 vf express in words: a neatly ~d 
compliment. 
‘phrase book, one listing expressions with 
equivalents in another language, eg for 
tourists. 

phras-eol-ogy /,fre:zi'plod3i/ и [U] choice 
of words; wording. 

phren-etic /fri'netik/ adj (formal) frantic; 
fanatic. 

physi-cal /'fizikl/ adj 1 of things that are 
known through the senses (contrasted with 
moral and spiritual things): the ~ world. 2 of 
the body: ~ exercise, eg running. 3 of the laws 
of nature: a ~ impossibility. 4 of the natural 
features of the world: ~ geography. 
iphysical 'science, eg physics, chemistry. 
physi-cally /-kli/ adv 

phys-ician /fi'zifn/ п [С] doctor of medicine 
and surgery. 

physi-cist /'fizisist/ n [С] student of, expert 
in, physics. 

phys-ics /'fiziks/ п p/ (used with a sing verb) 
group of sciences dealing with matter and 
energy (eg heat, light, sound), but usually 
excluding chemistry and biology. 

physi(o)- /,fizi(o)-, etc/ prefix of the body or 
ving things: physiology. 

physio-logi-cal _/|,fizia'lod3ik!/ 
physiology. 

physi-ol-ogist /,fizi'plod3ist/ п [С] expert 
in, student of, physiology. 

physi-ol-ogy /,fizi'plod3:/ п [U] science of 
the normal functions of living things, esp ani- 
mals. 

physio-thera-pist /|,fiziou'Gerapist/ и [С] 
person trained to give physiotherapy. 

physio-ther-apy /,fiziou'@erapi/ п. [0] 
treatment of disease by means of exercise, 
massage, the use of light, heat, electricity and 
other natural forces. | 
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phy-sique /fi'zi:k/ и [9] structure and de- 
velopment of the body: a strong ~~. 

pia-nist /'pronist/ п [С] person who plays the 
piano. 

pi-ano /pr'e2nou/ и [С] (p/ ~s) musical instru- 
ment in which metal strings are struck by 
hammers operated from a keyboard. 

grand piano, one with horizontal strings. 
upright piano, one with vertical strings. 

piano-forte /pi,e2nav'fo:t1 US: pr'enofo:rt/ п 
[С] (formal) piano. 

pica-dor /'pikado:(r)/ п [С] man (on a horse) 
who uses a lance to anger and weaken bulls in 
the sport of bull-fighting. 

pic-ca-lilli /,prko'lili/ и [9] kind of hot- 
tasting pickle made of chopped vegetables, 
spices, mustard, vinegar, etc. 

pic-colo /'pikalou/ и [С] (p/ ~s) small flute. 

pick’ /pik/ п [С] picking; selection. the pick 
of the bunch, (fig) the best of all of them. 

pick? /prk/ п [С] 1 (also 'pick(-axe)), heavy 
tool with an iron head having two pointed 
ends, used for breaking up hard surfaces (eg 
roads, brickwork). 2 small, sharp-pointed in- 
strument: a'tooth~. 

pick? /pik/ vt,vi (For special uses with adver- 
bial particles and prepositions, > 7 below.) 1 
take up, remove, pull away, with the fingers: 
~ flowers|fruit; ~ one’s nose, remove bits of 
dried mucus from the nostrils. pick sb‘s 
brains, > brain(4). pick sb’s pocket, & 
pocket(1). 2 tear or separate; use a pointed 
instrument to clean, etc: ~ one’s teeth, get bits 
of food from the spaces between them, etc by 
using a 'tooth~. pick a lock, use a pointed 
tool, a piece of wire, etc to unlock it without a 
key. have a 'Бопе to pick with sb, © 
bone. 3 choose; select: ~ a team, choose play- 
ers; ~ the winning horse/~ the winner, make а 
successful guess at the winner (before the 
race). pick a quarrel with sb, ©} quar- 
rei(2). 4 make by picking. pick holes in, > 
hole(1). 5 (of birds) take up (grain, etc) in the 
bill; (of persons) eat (food, etc) in small 
amounts: She only ~ed at her food. 6 (US) 
pluck (the strings of): ~ a banjo. 

7 (special uses with adverbial particles and pre- 
positions): 

pick at sb, (informal) find fault with: Why 
are you always ~ ing at the poor child? 

pick on sb, select for punishment, criticism, 
etc: You’re always ~ ing on me. 

pick sb/sth out, (a) choose. (b) distingu- 
ish from surrounding persons, objects, etc: ~ 
out a friend т a crowd. 

pick sth over, examine and make a selec- 
‘tion from: ~ over a basket of grapes, eg to 
throw out any that are bad. 

pick sth up, (a) take hold of and lift: ~ up 
one’s hat|parcels. (Ъ) gain; get: ~ up a foreign 
language, learn it without taking lessons or 
studying; ~ up bits of information; ~ up a bar- 
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gain at a sale. (c) succeed in seeing or hearing 
(by means of apparatus): enemy planes were 
~ed up by our searchlights/radar. (Ч) recover 
(health); regain: You'll soon ~ up when you get 
to the seaside. pick sb up, (a) make the ac- 
quaintance of casually: a girl he ~ed up in the 
street. (b) take (persons) along with one: He 
stopped the car to ~ up a young girl who was 
hitch-hiking across Europe. The escaped pri- 
soner was ~ed up ( = seen and arrested) by the 
police at Hull. pick oneself up, raise 
(oneself) after a fall: She slipped and fell, but 
quickly ~ed herself up again. 

picker /'pika(r)/ п [С] person or thing that 
picks (chiefly in compounds): 'hop-~s. 

picket /'pikit/ п [С] 7 pointed stick, etc set 
upright in the ground (as part of a fence, etc). 
2 small group of men on police duty, or sent 
out to watch the enemy. 3 worker, or group of 
workers, stationed at the gates of a factory, 
dockyard, etc during a strike, to try to per- 
suade others not to go to work. o vt,vi4 put 
pickets(1) round. 2 station (men) as pick- 
ets(2). 3 place/be a picket(3) at: ~ a factory. 

pick ings /'pikinz/ я р/ odds and ends left 
over from which profits may be made; these 
profits. 

pickle /'pik!/ 1 1 [Ч] salt water, vinegar, etc 
for keeping meat, vegetables, etc in good con- 
dition. 2 (often p/) vegetables kept in pickle: 
onion ~s. Зта (sad/sorry) pickle, ina 
sad, disorganized, etc condition. с vt preserve 
in pickle: ~d onions. 
pickled adj(s/) very drunk. 

pick-me-up /'pik mt ap/ и [С] drink, etc that 
gives new strength, cheerfulness. 

pick-pocket /'pik pokit/ п [С] person who 
steals from pockets. > pocket(1). 

pick-up /'pik лр/ п [К] (p/-~s) 1 that part of a 
record-player that holds the stylus. 2 small 
general-purpose van or truck, open and with 
low sides. 3 (s/) person of the opposite sex who 
a person meets deliberately, eg at a party, in 
the street. 4 acceleration: an engine/car with a 
good ~-up. 

Ppic-nic /'piknik/ п [С] 1 pleasure trip on 
which food is carried to be eaten outdoors. 2 
(informal) something easy and enjoyable: /t’s 
по ~, is not an easy job. п vi (-ck-) take part in 
a picnic: ~king in the woods. 

pic-tor-ial /pik'to:rial/ adj of, having, rep- 
resented in, pictures: a ~ record of the wed- 
ding. ап [С] periodical of which pictures are 
the main feature. 

pic-ture /'piktfa(r)/ п [С] 1 painting, draw- 
ing, sketch, photograph, esp as a work of art. 
2 beautiful scene, object, person, etc. 3 type or 
example. be the picture of health, appear 
to be very healthy. 4 (fig) account or descrip- 
tion that enables sombody to see in his mind 
an event, etc. be/put sb in the picture. 
be/cause him to be aware of all the facts of a 


picturesque / pile 
situation. 5 film (to be) shown in a cinema. 6 
what is seen оп a television screen. о у! 1 make 
a picture of; paint. 2 imagine: P~ me upon 
your knee. 
the pictures, (dated informal) the cinema. 
'‘picture-book, book with many illustra- 
tions, esp one for children. 

'picture-card, (playing-cards) one with a 
king, queen or jack on it. 

Pic-tur-esque /|,piktfo'resk/ adj 1 having 
the quality of being like, or of being fit to be, 
the subject of a painting: a ~ village. 2 vivid; 
graphic: ~ language. 3 (of a person, his 
character) attractive; original. 

piddie /'pidi/ vi, п [СУ] (50 (pass) urine. 

pid-dling /'pidlin/ adj (informal) insignifi- 
cant; unimportant: ~ jobs. 

pidgin /'pidzin/ п [С] 1 any of several lan- 
guages resulting from contact between Euro- 
pean traders and local peoples, eg in West 
Africa and the Far East, containing elements 
of the local language(s) and English, French 
or Dutch. 2 (informal) (only in) (not) one’s 
pidgin, not one’s job or concern. 

pie /pai/ п [C,U] meat or fruit covered with 
pastry and baked in а dish. have a fingerin 
every 'pie, be (too) concerned in all that is 
going on. as easy as pie, (5/) very easy. pie 
in the sky, unrealistic hopes. 

piece’ /pi:s/ и [С] 1 part or bit of a solid sub- 
stance (complete in itself, but broken, sep- 
arated or made from a larger portion): a ~ of 
paper|string. Will you have another ~ (= slice) 
of cake? The vase is in ~s. The teapot fell and 
was broken to ~s. come/take (sth) to 
pieces, divide (it) into the parts which make 
it up: Does this machine come|take 10 ~s? fall 
to pieces, break into pieces: /t just fell to ~s 
in my hands. go (all) to pieces, (informal) 
(of a person) break up physically, mentally or 
morally. a piece of cake, © cake(1). 2 
separate instance or example: a ~ of news| 
luck |advice/information|furniture. give sb a 
piece of one‘s mind, criticize him strongly. 
a nasty piece of work, a horrible person. 
3 single composition (in art, music, etc): a fine 
~ of work|music|poetry. 4 single thing out of a 
set: a dinner service of 50 ~s. 5 one of the ob- 
jects moved on a board in such games as chess. 
6 coin: a tenpence~. 

piece? /pi:s/ vt put (parts, etc) together; make 
by joining or adding (pieces) together: piecing 
together odds and ends of cloth. 

piece-meal /'pi:smi:l/ adv one (part) at a 
time: work done ~. 0 adj arriving in parts, not 
all at the same time. 

pier /pio(r)/n[C]1 structure of wood, iron, etc 
built out into the sea as a landing-stage; simi- 
lar structure for walking on for pleasure (often 
‘with a pavilion, restaurant, etc). 2 pillar sup- 
porting a span of a bridge, etc. 

pierce /pios/ vi,vi 1 (of sharp-pointed instru- 
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ments) go into or through; make (a hole) by 
doing this: The arrow ~d his shoulder. 2 (fig) 
(of cold, pain, sounds, etc) force a way into or 
through: Her screams ~d the air. 3 go 
(through, into, etc): Our forces ~d through the 
enemy’ s lines. 
pierc-ing adj (esp of cold, voices) sharp: a 
piercing wind. 
pierc-ing-ly adv: а piercingly cold wind. 
piety /'paioti/ 1 (pl -ies) (formal) 1 [U] devo- 
tion to God and good actions. 2 [C] act, etc 
that shows piety. 

pig /pig/ n 1 [С] domestic and wild animal 
without fur that does not chew grass; [U] its 
flesh as meat. > bacon, ham, pork. pigs 
might 'fly, the impossible might happen. 2 
(informal) dirty, greedy or ill-mannered per- 
son. make a pig of oneself, eat or drink 
too much. 
ipig-'headed adj stubborn. 

'pig-skin, [U] (leather made of a) pig’s skin. 
ipig-sty /-stai/, (a) smail building for pigs. 
(b) (informal) dirty home. | 
ipig-tail, plait of hair hanging down over the 
back of the neck and shoulders. 

'pig-gish /-1J/ adj dirty; greedy. 

piggy /'pigi/ п [C] (p/ -ies) little pig. о adj 
(informal) greedy. 

'piggy bank, model of a pig used by а child 
for Saving coin money. 

pigeon /'pid3in/ п [С] bird, wild or tame, of 
the dove family. г> stool-pigeon. 
'pigeon-breasted adj (of a human being) 
having a large, round chest. 

'‘pigeon-hole п [С] one of a number of small 
open boxes (eg above a desk) for keeping pap- 
ers in. о vf put (papers, etc) in a pigeonhole 
and ignore or forget them; postpone consider- 
ation of: The scheme was ~holed. 
iPigeon:'toed adj having the toes turned 
inwards. 

рез ет /'piglit/ 7 [С] young pig. 

Pig-ment /'pigmont/ п 1 [U] colouring mat- 
ter for making dyes, paint, etc; [C] particular 
substance used for this. 2 [U] the natural col- 
ouring matter in the skin, hair, etc of living be- 
ings. 

pigmy /'pigm:/n[C] = pygmy. 

pike’ /paik/ п [С] long wooden shaft with a 
spearhead, formerly used by soldiers fighting 
on foot. 

pike? /paik/n[C] large, fierce, freshwater fish. 

pil-chard /'piltfad/ п [С] small seafish resem- 
bling the herring. 

pile’ /pail/ п [С] 1 number of things lying one 
on another: a ~ of books. 2 ‘funeral pile, 
heap of wood, etc on which a corpse is burnt. 
3 (informal) large amount of money. make 
a/one’s pile, earn а lot of money. | 

pile? /pail/ п [С] heavy beam of timber, steel, 
concrete, etc in the ground, as a foundation 
fora building a support fora bridge, etc. ``‘ 
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'‘pile-driver, machine for driving piles into 
the ground. 

ре? /pail/n[U] soft, thick, surface like hair as 
on velvet, carpets, etc. . 

pile’ /рац/ vt,vi 1 make into a pile(1); put on 
or па pile(1): piling up dishes оп a table; ~ 
more coal on (the fire). pile it 'on, (informal) 
exaggerate. 2 pile up, (a) accumulate: My 
work keeps piling up, There is more and more 
for me to do. (b) (of a number of vehicles) 
crasa into each other. Hence, 'pile-up пл: an- 
other bad ~-up оп the motorway. 3 pile into/ 
out of sth, enter/leave in a disorderly way: 
They all ~d intojout of the саг[стета. 

piles /pailz/n(U] hemorrhoids. 

pii-fer /'pilfo(r)/ уг, уг steal, esp in small quan- 
tities. 
pil-ferer, person who pilfers. 

pil-grim /‘pilgrim/ я [С] person who travels 
to a sacred place as an act of religious devo- 
tion: ~s to Mecca. 
the Pilgrim Fathers, English Puritans who 
went to America in 1620 and founded the col- 
ony of Plymouth, Massachusetts. 
'pil-grim-age /-1d3/, journey of a pilgrim. 

pill /pil/ п [С] 1 small ball or tablet of medicine 
for swallowing whole. 2 the ~, oral con- 
traceptive. де/до on the pill, be taking/ 
start to take such pills regularly. 

pil-lar /'pila(r)/ п [С] 1 upright column, of 
stone, wood, metal, etc as a support or orna- 
ment. (driven) from pillar to post, (fig) 
(forced to go) from one place to another. 2 
pillar of, (fig) strong supporter: a ~ of the 
Church. 3 something in the shape of a pillar, 
eg acolumn of fire, smoke. 
‘pillar-box, cylindrical container (in GB, 
red) in which letters are posted. 

pil-lion /'pilion/ п [С] 1 saddle for a passenger 
behind the driver of a motorbike: a ~ 
passenger. 2 seat for a second rider behind the 
rider of a horse. 

pil-low /'pilou/ п [С] soft cushion for the 
head, esp when lying in bed. о vt rest, support, 
onorasona pillow. 

‘pillow-case/-slip, washable cover for a 
pillow. 

pi-lot /'pailat/ n [С] 1 person trained and 
licensed to take ships into or out of a harbour, 
along a river, through a canal, etc. 2 person 
trained to operate the controls of an aircraft. 3 
(used as an adjective) experimental; used to 
test how something will work, how it may be 
improved, etc: a'~ census/survey|scheme. а vt 
act as a pilot. 
‘pilot fish, small fish which often swims with 
larger fish, eg sharks, or sometimes ships. 
‘pilot light, small flame in a gas-cooker, 
which lights large burners, etc when the gas is 
turned on. 

pi-mento /pi'mentou/ п (p/ ~s) 1 [U] dried 
aromatic berries of a West Indian tree, also 
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called Jamaica pepper and allspice. 2 [C] tree 
that produces the berries. 

pimp /pimp/ и [С] man who solicits for a pros- 
titute. о vf act asa pimp. 

pimple /'pimp!/ л [К] small, hard, inflamed 
spot on the skin. 
pimpled adj having pimples. 
pim-ply /'pimpl:/ adj (-ier, -iest) 

pin’ /pin/ n(C]1 short, thin piece of stiff wire 
with a sharp point and a round head, used for 
fastening together parts of a dress, papers, etc. 
2 similar piece of wire with an ornamental 
head for special purposes: а 'hat-~. > safety 
pin. 3 peg of wood or metal for various pur- 
poses. & drawing pin, hairpin, ninepins, rol- 
ling pin. 4 each of the pegs round which the 
strings of a musical instrument are fastened. 
ipins and 'needles, tingling sensation in a 
part of the body caused by blood flowing 
again when its circulation has been slowed 
down. 
'pin-cushion, pad for pins(1). 
'pin-money, money earned by a woman to 
buy small personal necessities, etc. 
'pin-point n [С] something very small. o vt 
(fiz) find, hit, a target with the required accu- 
racy: Our planes ~ pointed the target. 
'pin-prick, (fig) small act, remark, etc caus- 
ing annoyance. 
'pin-stripe, (of cloth, clothes) with many 
very narrow Stripes: a ,~striped'suit. 

pin? /pin/ vt (-nn-) 1 fasten with a pin or pins: 
~ papers together; ~ up a notice, eg with 
drawing-pins on a notice board. pin sth on 
sb, make him appear responsible or deserving 
blame. pin one’s hopes оп, rely completely 
on a person, a decision, etc. 2 make unable to 
move: He was ~ned under the wrecked car. He 
~ned me against the wall, held me there and 
prevented me from moving. pin sb down, 
(fig) get him to commit himself, to decide, etc. 

pina-fore /'pinofs:(r)/ л [С] loose article of 
clothing worn over a dress to keep it clean. 

pin-cers /'pinsoz/ и pl (also a pair of ~s) 1 in- 
strument for gripping things, pulling nails out 
of wood, etc. 2 pincer-shaped claws of certain 
shellfish. 

pinch /pmtS/ vt,vi 1 squeeze between the 
thumb and finger; have in a tight grip between 
two hard things which are pressed together: 
He ~ed the boy’s cheek. 2 be too tight; hurt by 
being too tight: These shoes ~ (me). 3 (infor- 
mal) take without permission: Who’s ~ed my 
dictionary? 4 jive economically: ~ and scrape 
in order to save money. 5 (sl) (of the police) ar- 
rest: be ~ed for stealing. a п [С] 1 painful 
squeeze: He gave her a spiteful ~. 2 (fig) stress: 
feel the ~ of poverty. 3 amount which can be 
taken up with the thumb and finger: a ~ of to- 
bacco. take sth with a pinch of salt, > 
salt. 4 at a pinch, if there is need and if there 
is no other way: We can get six people round 


pine/ piranha 


the dining-table tomorrow ага ^>. 

pine’ /pain/ и [С] kinds of evergreen tree with 
needle-shaped leaves ('pine-needles) and 
cones ('pine-cenes); [U] the wood of this 
tree. 

pine? /pain/ vi 1 waste away through sorrow 
or illness: pining from hunger. 2 pine for 
sth/to do sth, have a strong desire: exiles 
pining for home|to return home. 

pine-appie /'painepl/ и [С] (tropical plant 
with spiny leaves above a) sweet, juicy fruit; 
[Л] this as food: ~ juice; tinned~. 

ping /pin/ я [С] short, sharp, ringing sound as 
of a small bell being hit. о vimake this sound. 

ping-pong /'pinpon/ и [С] = table tennis. 

pin-ion' /'pinion/ n [С] bird’s wing, esp the 
outer joint; flight-feather of a bird. с vt 1 cut 
off a pinion of (a bird) to prevent flight. 2 bind 
the arms of (a person). 

pin-ion? /'pinion/ п [С] small cog-wheel with 
teeth fitting into those of a larger cog-wheel. 

pink’ /pmk/ 1 [0] pale red colour of various 
kinds (rose ~, salmon ~). 2 [C] garden plant 
with sweet-smelling white, pink, crimson or 
variegated flowers. 3 in the pink, (informal) 
very well. 0 adj of, with, a pale red colour. 
pink-ish /-1{/ adj rather pink. 

pink? /pink/ vz 1 pierce with a sword. 2 decor- 
ate (leather, cloth) with small holes, etc. 
‘pink-ing scissors/shears, sewing scis- 
sors with serrated edges, used to prevent edges 
of cloth from fraying. 

pin-money /'pin шло п с> pin’. 

pin-nacle /'pinokl/ я [С] 1 tall, pointed part 
of buttress. 2 high, slender mountain peak. 3 
(fig) highest point: at the ~ of his fame. с у! 
put (as) опа pinnacle. 

pinny /'pini/ 1 [С] (pl -ies) (child’s name for a) 
pinafore. 

pin-point /'pinpoint/ © ри". 

pin-prick При prik/ > pin’. 

pint /paint/ п [С] unit of measure for liquids 
and certain dry goods, one-eighth of a gallon 
or about -57 ofa litre: a~ of milk|beer. 

pin-up /'pin лр/ п [С] picture of an attractive 
person, esp a woman. 

pion-eer /,pars'nio(r)/ п [С] 1 person who 
goes into a new or undeveloped country to 
settle or work there. 2 first person to begin a 
new branch of study, method etc; explorer. 3 
(mil) one of an advance party of soldiers (eg 
clearing or making roads). о vi,vi act as a 
pioneer: ~ing work in the field of learner’s 
dictionaries. 

pi-ous /'paios/ adj having, showing, deep de- 
votion to religion. 
pi-ous-ly adv 

Pip’ /pip/ п [С] seed, esp of a lemon, orange, 
apple or pear. 

pip? /pip/ п 1 the ~, disease of poultry. 2 
give one the pip, (5/) make one angry, etc. 

pip? /pip/ п [С] note of a time-signal on the 
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telephone or radio. 

pip? /pip/ п [С] 1 each spot on playing-cards, 
dice and dominoes. 2 (GB informal) star on an 
army officer’s shoulder-strap. 

pipe’ /paip/ п [С] 1 tube through which 
liquids or gases can flow: 'water-~s; 'gas-~s; 
'drain~s. 2 musical wind-instrument (a single 
tube with holes stopped by the fingers); each 
of the tubes from which sound is produced in 
an organ; (р) = bagpipes. 3 (sound of the) 
whistle used by a sailor. 4 song or note of 
some birds. 5 tubular organ in the body: the 
'wind~. 6 (also to'bacco ~), tube with a bow], 
used for smoking tobacco; quantity of tobac- 
co held in the bowl. Put 'that in your pipe 
and smoke it, (informal) Think about that 
and accept it whether you want to or not. 
'pipe-dream, plan, idea, etc that 1s imprac- 
ticable. 
'pipe-line, (esp) pipes, often underground, 
for conveying petroleum to distant places. in 
the pipeline, (modern use) (of any kind of 
goods or proposals) on the way; about to be 
delivered or to receive attention. 
'pipe-rack, for tobacco pipes. 
'‘pipe-ful /-ful/, as much as a pipe(6) can 
hold. 

pipe’? /paip/ vi,vt 1 convey (water, etc) 
through pipes: ~ water into a house. 2 play as 
on a pipe. pipe down, (informal) be less 
noisy. 3 (maut) summon (sailors), welcome on 
board, with a pipe: piping the captain on board. 
4 trim (a dress), ornament (a cake, etc) with 
piping. > piping(2). 

pipe-iine /'paiplain/ © pipe’. 

piper /'paipa(r)/ я [С] person who plays on a 
pipe or bagpipes. 

pip-ette /pi'pet/ п [С] thin tube for trans- 
ferring small quantities of liquid, esp used in 
chemistry. 

pip-ing /'paipin/ п [№] 1 length of pipe(1), 
esp for water and drains: ten metres of lead~. 
2 narrow cord used to decorate the edges of 
clothes; lines of icing sugar used to decorate 
cakes, etc. 3 action of playing on a pipe; sound 
produced from a pipe. о adj like the sound 
from a pipe(2): in a ^ voice. 0 adv piping 
Rot, (of liquids, food) very hot. 

pi-quancy /'pi:kansi/ n [U] the quality of 
being piquant. 

pi-quant /'pi:kont/ adj pleasantly sharp or 
hot to the taste: a~ sauce. 

pique /pi:k/ vt hurt the pride, self-respect, of. 
ом [О] resentment: resign ina fit of ~. 

pi-qué /'pi:ke: US: pi'ke:/ п [U] stiff cotton 
cloth. 

pi-racy /'parorasi/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [0] robbery on 
the high seas. 2 [U] pirating of books, etc. 3 
[C] instance of either of these. 

pi-ranha /pi'ra:njo/ я [С] (kind of) tropical 
American freshwater fish, noted for attacking 
and eating live animals. 
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pi-rate /'paiorat/ и [С] 1 person who commits 
piracy(1). 2 person who uses something, eg 
another’s copyright, without authorization. о 
vt use, reproduce (a book, a recording, etc) 
without authority. 
pi-rati-cal /,paro'retikl/ adj 

pir-ou-ette /,piru'et/ п [С] ballet-dancer’s 
rapid turn on the ball or the toe of the foot. o 
vi dance a pirouette. 

Pis-ces /'paisi:z/ и the fish, twelfth sign of the 
zodiac. 

piss /pis/ vt,vi А (vulgar sl) pass urine. ап [Ч] 
urine. | | 
pissed adj /\ (vulgar sf) very drunk. 

pis-ta-chio /pi'sta:tfiau US: -tefirou/ п [С] 
(pi ~s) (tree with) nut with a green edible 
kernel; colour of this kernel. 

pis-til /'pistl/ п [С] seed-producing part of a 
flower. 

pis-tol /'pistl/ я [С] small firearm held and 
fired in one hand. 

pis-ton /'pisten/ я [С] round plate or short 
cylinder fitting closely inside another cylinder 
or tube in which it moves, used in engines, 
pumps, etc to pass on motion. 

pit’ /pit/ п [С] 1 large hole in the earth, esp one 
from which material 1$ dug out (а 'coal-~) or 
for industrial purposes (a 'saw-~). 2 covered 
hole as a trap for wild animals, etc. 3 hollow in 
an animal or plant body, esp the ~ of the sto- 
mach, the depression in the belly between the 
ribs. & also armpit. 4 scar left on the body 
after smallpox. 5 (GB) (people in the) seats on 
the ground floor of a theatre. 6 hole in the 
floor (of a garage, workshop) from which the 
underside of a motor-vehicle can be examined 
and repaired. 7 place at which cars stop (at 
race-courses) for fuel, new tyres, etc. а vt (-tt-) 
mark with pits(4) or with hollows in the 
ground: The moon is ~ ted with craters. 
'pit-fall, (fig) unsuspected trap or danger. 
‘pit-head, entrance of acoalmine. 
‘pit pony, pony kept underground in coal- 
mines for pulling wagons. 
'pit-prop, prop used to support the roof of a 
gallery in a mine. 

pit? /pit/ п [К] (US) hard seed like a stone (of 
such fruits as cherries, plums, peaches, dates). 
су! (-tt-) (US) remove pits from. 

pit-a-pat / ри 2 'pet/ adv with (the sound of) 
light, quick taps or steps: Her heart|{feet/The 
rainwent~., 

pitch!’ /pitf/ п [С] 1 place where a person (esp 
a street trader) usually does business. queer 
sb’s pitch, upset his plans. 2 area for play- 
ing football, etc. 3 (cricket) part of the ground 
between the wickets; manner in which the ball 
is delivered in bowling. 4 act of pitching or 
throwing anything. 5 (in music and speech) 
degree of highness or lowness: the ~ of a voice. 
$ degree: the noise reached sucha ~ that... >> 
fever pitch. 7 amount of slope (esp of a roof). 


pirate / pity 

8 (of a ship) process of pitching(5). 

pitch? /pitf/ п [0] black substance made from 
coal-tar, turpentine or petroleum, sticky and 
semi-liquid when hot, hard when ccld, used eg 
between planks forming a floor, to make rcofs 
waterproof, etc. 
ipitch-'black/-'dark adj very black or dark. 

pitch? /pitf/ vt,vi1 set up, erect (a tent, camp). 
2 throw (a ball, etc). 3 (music) set in a certain 
key: This song is ~ed too low for me. 4 (cause 
to) fall heavily forwards or outwards: The 
boat overturned and the passengers were ~ed 
out. 5 (of a ship) move up and down as the 
bows rise and fall. > roll?(6). 6 pitch т, set 
to work with energy. pitch into, (a) attack 
violently. (b) get busy with: We ~ed into the 
work/the food. 7 (cricket) (cause the Бай to) 
strike the ground near or around the wicket. 8 
(baseball) throw (the ball) to the batter. с vt1 
lift or move with a fork. 2 (fig) force (a person) 
(into a job, etc). 
\pitch-fork, long-handled fork with sharp 
prongs for lifting hay, etc. 

pitcher’ /'pit{o(r)/ n[C] large jug. 

pitcher? /'pitfa(r)/ п [С] (baseball) player 
who throws the ball. 

pit-eous /'pitios/ adj (forma!) arousing pity. 
pit-eous-ly adv 

pit-fall /'pitfo:l/ © pit’. 

pith /pi9/ п (U] 1 soft substance that fills the 
stems of some plants (eg reeds). 2 similar sub- 
stance lining the rind of oranges, etc. 3 (fig) es- 
sential part: the ~ of his argument{speech. 
ipith hat/helmet, light sun hat made of 
dried pith of marrow. 
pithy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) of, like, full of, pith. 
(b) full of meaning: ~ y remarks. 
pith-ily /-ali/ adv 

piti-able /'pitiob!/ adj arousing pity; deserv- 
ing to be disliked: а ~ attempt. 
piti-ably /-abli/ adv 

piti-ful /pitifl/ adj 1 feeling, showing, pity. 2 
causing pity: a~ sight. 3 arousing dislike. 
piti-fully /-foli/ adv 

piti-iess /'pitilis/ adj showing no pity. 
piti-less-ly adv 

pi-ton /'pi:ton/ и К] (Fr) metal spike driven 
into rock, with a hole for rope, used as a hold 
in mountain climbing. 

pit-tance /'pitens/ и К] low, insufficient 
amount, payment: work ali day fora~. 

pitter-patter /'pito peto(r)/ п [U] rapid 
succession of light sounds: the ~ of rain. 

pi-tu-itary /pi'tju:tor: US: -'tu:oteri/ n [К] (p/ 
-ies) (also ~ gland) small gland at the base of 
the brain, giving hormones that influence 
growth, etc. 

pity /'piti/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [U] feeling of sorrow for 

the troubles, sufferings, etc of another person: 

be filled with|feel ~ for her. have/take pity 

on sb, help a person in trouble, etc. for 

pity’s sake, (used when asking for urgent 


pivot/ plain 


action, a decision, etc): For ~’s sake try to stop 
this persecution. out of pity, because of a 
feeling of pity: / did it out of ~ for her seven 
children. 2 (with а, ап, but not in р/) (event 
which gives) cause for regret or sorrow: What 
а ~ (= How unfortunate) (that) you can’t 
come with us! more’s the pity, unfortunate- 
ly. о vt (pt,pp -ied) feel genuine (but often used 
to show disrespect) pity for: J ~ you having 
such an ugly wife. 

pivot /'pivot/ п [С] 1 central pin or point on 
which something turns. 2 (fig) something on 
which an argument or discussion depends. o 
vt,vi turn (as) опа pivot. 

pixy, pixie /'piksi/ п [С] (p/ -ies) small elf or 
fairy. 

pizza /'pi:tso/ п [СУ] (/1) (food made by bak- 
ing a) layer of dough covered with a mixture of 
tomatoes, cheese, etc. 

plac-ard /'pleka:d/ п [С] written or printed 
announcement (to be) publicly displayed; 
poster. 0 vt make known using а placard. 

pla-cate /plo'keit US: 'pleikeit/ vt = pacify. 

place’ /pleis/ п [С] 1 particular part of space 
(to be) occupied by a person or thing: / can’t be 
т two ~s at once. аЙ over the place, in dis- 
order. in/out of place, (a) in/not in the 
right or proper place: / like to have everything 
in~. (b) (fig) suitable/unsuitable: his remarks 
were out of ~. in place of, instead of. give 
place, yield. give place to, be succeeded 
by. put sb in his (proper) place; put 
oneself т sb’‘s/in sb else’s place, > 
put(2). take the place of, be substituted 
for: Plastics have taken the ~ of many 
materials. take place, happen. © also 
pride(1); swop. 2 city, town, village, etc: go to 
~s and see things, travel as a tourist. 'go 
places, (informal) have increasing success. 3 
building or area of land used for some parti- 
cular purpose that 1s specified: а ~ of worship, 
a church, mosque etc; а ~ of business. 4 parti- 
cular area on a surface: a sore ~ on my neck. 5 
passage, part, in a book, etc: Гуе lost my ~. 6 
rank or station (in society, etc). keep sb in 
his place, not allow him to be too familiar. 7 
(in a race) position among those competitors 
who are winners: Whose horse got the first ~? 
8 (sport) position in a team. 9 (maths) position 
of a figure in a series: calculated to two decimal 
~s, eg 6-57. 10 single step or stage in an argu- 
ment, etc: in the first/second ~. 11 office, em- 
ployment, eg a government appointment; du- 
ties of an office-holder. 12 position as an un- 
dergraduate: get a ~ at Cambridge. 13 (infor- 
mal) house or other residence, eg a flat: He has 
anice little ~ in the country. Come round to my 
~ one evening. 14 (in proper names) alterna- 
tive name for Street, Square, etc in a town: St 
James's P~. 15 seat for one person in a 
theatre, restaurant, etc. 

place? /pieis/ vt 1 put in a certain place; аг- 
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range (things) т their proper places: P~ them 
in the right order. 2 appoint to a position: He 
was ~d in command of the Second Army..31n- 
vest (money): ~ £500 in Saving Bonds. 4 put 
(an order for goods, etc) with a business firm: 
~ an order for books with the bookshop. 5 sell 
(unwanted goods) to a customer: How can we 
~ all this surplus stock? 6 have: ~ confidence 
in a leader. 7 recognize by connecting a person 
with past experience: / know that man’s face, 
but I can’t ~ him. 8 (racing) state the position 
of runners, athletes, team members. be 
placed, be among the first three: The Duke’s 
horse wasn’t ~d. 

pla-centa /plo'sento/ и [С] (pl ~s)(med) 
organ lining the womb during pregnancy, by 
which the foetus is nourished. 

pla-cid /'plesid/ adj calm; untroubled; (of a 
person) not easily irritated. 
pla-cid-ly adv 

pla-giar-ism /'pleid3zarizom/ м [U] plagiariz- 
ing; [С] instance of this. 
pia-giar-ist /-1st/ м [С] person who pla- 
giarizes. 

pla-giar-ize (also -ise) /'pleidzoraiz/ vi take 
and use somebody else’s ideas, words, etc as if 
they were one’s own. 

plague /pleig/ и [СЧ] 1 kind of fatal disease 
which spreads quickly: bubonic ~. 2 (fig) 
cause of serious trouble or disaster: a ~ of 
locusts/flies. п vt annoy (with repeated re- 
quests or questions). 

plaice /pleis/[C] (p/ unchanged) brown flat- 
fish with spots, eaten as food. 

plaid /pled/ n 1 [С] long piece of woollen 
cloth worn over the shoulders by Scottish 
Highlanders. 2 [U] cloth with a chequered or 
tartan pattern. 

plain’ /plem/ adj (-er, -est) 1 easy to see, Heat 
or understand: ~ English. The meaning is quite 
~. & позе!(1). 2 simple; ordinary; without 
luxury or ornament: ~ cooking; а ~ blue 
dress, without a pattern on it, or without trim- 
mings, etc. in plain clothes, (esp of pol- 
icemen) in ordinary clothes, not in uniform. 3 
(of persons, their thoughts, actions, etc) 
straightforward; frank. 4 (of a person’s ap- 
pearance) not pretty or handsome: /?’s a pity 
his wife is so~. в аду clearly: learn to speak ~. 
iplain 'sailing, (fig) course of action that 15 
simple and free from difficulties: After we en- 
gaged a guide, everything was ~ sailing. 
jplain-'spoken adj frank in speech. 
'plain-song/-chant, music for a number of 
voices together, used in the Anglican and 
Roman Catholic Church services. 
plain-ly adv: /t was ~ly visible. 
plain-ness и [0] 

plain? /plein/ и [С] area of level land: the wide 
~s of Canada. 

plain? /plein/ и [С] (knitting) basic stitch. > 
purl. о vf,vi knit this stitch. 
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plain-tiff /'pleintif/ п [С] person who brings 
an action at law. > defendant. 

plain-tive /'pleintiv/ adj sounding sad. 
plain-tive-ly adv 

plait /plet/ vt weave or twist (lengths of hair, 
straw, etc) under and over one another into 
‘one length. ол [С] something made by plait- 
ing: wearing her hair тах. 

plan /р1=п/ п [С] 1 outline drawing (of or fora 
building) showing the relative size, positions, 
etc of the parts, esp as if seen from above: ~s 
for a new school. © elevation(4). 2 diagram 
(of the parts of a machine). 3 diagram show- 
ing how a garden, park, town or other area of 
land has been, or is to be, laid out. (Note: map 
is used for a large area of land.) 4 arrangement 
for doing or using something, considered in 
advance: make ~s for the school holidays. go 
according to plan, happen as planned. o vt 
(-nn-) make a plan (of, for, to): ~ а house/a 
holiday/a military campaign. We’re тия to 
visit London this summer. 

plan-ner, one who makes plans, esp (3). 

plane’ /pleim/ 7 [С] one of several kinds of 
tree (a '~-tree) with spreading branches, 
broad leaves and thin bark. 

plane? /plein/ п [С] tool for trimming the sur- 
face of wood by taking shavings from И. в vt, vi 
use a plane: planing wood. 

plane? /plein/ n[C]1 flat or level surface; sur- 
face such that the straight line joining any 
points on it is touching it at all points. 2 wing 
or supporting surface of an aeroplane. 3 = 
aeroplane. 4 (fig) level or stage (of develop- 
ment, etc): on a higher social ~. 0 adj perfectly 
level; lying in a plane: a ~ curve. в vi plane 
(down), (of aeroplanes) travel, glide. 

planet /'plenit/ п [С] one of the heavenly 
bodies (eg Mars, Venus) which move round a 
star such as the sun and are illuminated by it. 
plan-et-ary /'plenitri US: -ter1/ adj 

plank /plenk/ n [С] 1 long, flat piece of tim- 
ber. walk the plank, (of a person captured 
by pirates in former times) be forced to walk 
blindfolded into the sea along a plank put over 
the ship’s side. 2 basic principle in a political 
platform. о vt cover (a floor, etc) with planks. 
'iplank-ing л [U] planks put down to form a 
floor. 

plank-ton /'plenkton/ п [U] the very small 
forms of life that drift in or on the water of the 
oceans, lakes, rivers, etc. 

piant’ /pla:nt US: репу п [С] 1 living organ- 
ism which is not an animal, esp the kind small- 
er than trees and shrubs: 'garden ~s; a to'bac- 
co ~. 2 apparatus, fixtures, machinery, etc 
used in an industrial or manufacturing pro- 
cess: We get our tractors and bulldozers from a 
\~W-hire firm. 3 (US) factory; buildings and 
equipment of an institution. 4 (s/) instance of 
planting(6). 5 person who joins criminals in 
order to get evidence against them. 


plaintiff / plastic 


plant? /pla:nt US: plent/ vt 1 put plants, 
bushes, trees, cic in (a garden, etc): ~ a garden 
with rose-bushes. 2 (fig) cause (an idea) to 
form in the mind: ~ the idea of organizing a de- 
monstration among the members. 3 place firm- 
ly in position; take up a position or attitude: 
He ~ed his feet firmly on the ground. 4 estab- 
lish, found (a community, colony, etc). 5 de- 
liver (a blow, etc) with deliberate aim: ~ a 
blow on his ear. 6 (sl) hide (esp in order to de- 
ceive, to cause an innocent person to seem 
guilty, etc): He ~ed the stolen pen т ту room. 
planter, (a) person who grows crops on a 
plantation: 'tea-~ers; 'rubber-~ers. (b) та- 
chine for planting: po'tato-~er. 

plan-tain' /'plentin/ и [С] tropical plant 
bearing fruit similar to the banana; its fruit, 
cooked as a vegetable. 

plan-tain? /'plentin/ и [С] common wild 
plant with broad leaves and seeds. 

plan-ta-tion /plen'te:{n/[C]1 area of land 
planted with trees: ~s of fir and pine. 2 estate 
on which acash crop is cultivated. 

plaque /pla:k US: plek/ п [С] flat metal or 
porcelain plate fixed on a wall as an ornament 
or memorial. 

plasma /'plezmoa/ и [0] clear, yellowish fluid 
in which the blood-cells are carried. 

plas-ter /'pla:sta(r) US: 'ples-/ п 1 [U] soft 
mixture of lime, sand, water, etc used for coat- 
ing walls and ceilings. 2 [C] piece of fabric 
spread with a medicinal substance, used to 
cover a wound, etc. о у! 1 cover (a wall, etc) 
with plaster(1). 2 put a plaster(2) on (the 
body). 3cover thickly: hair ~ed with ой. 
jplaster of 'Paris, white paste that becomes 
very hard when dry, used for covering broken 
limbs etc. 
‘plaster cast, (a) mould made with gauze 
and plaster of Paris to hold a broken or dislo- 
cated bone in place. (b) mould (eg for a small 
statue) made of plaster of Paris. 
'plaster-board, board made of plaster and 
cardboard, used for inside walls and ceilings. 
plas-tered adj (informa!) drunk. 
plas-terer, workman who uses plaster(1). 

plas-tic /'plestik/ adj 1 (of materials) easily 
shaped or moulded: Clay is а ~ substance. 2 
(of goods) made of plastic: ~ raincoats. 3 of 
the art of modelling: the ~ arts. 4 (fig) easily 
influenced or changed: the ~ mind of a child. 
п [C,U] (kinds of) man-made material which 
can be shaped or moulded and which keeps its 
shape when hard. 
plastic 'surgery, for the restoration of de- 
formed or diseased parts of the body (by graft- 
ing skin, etc). 
plas-tics п р/ (used with a sing verb) (science 
of) plastic substances, esp man-made 
materials. 
plas-tic-ity /plz'stisati/ п [0] state or quality 
of being plastic(1). 


piasticine/ play 


plas-ti-cine /'plestisi:n/ и [0] (P) substance 

like clay used for modelling. 

plate’ /pieit/ 1 [С] shallow, almost flat dish 
from which food is served or eaten: a 'dinner| 
'soup/des'sert ~; contents of this: a ~ of beef 
and vegetables. hand/give sb sth on a 
plate, (informal) give him something without 
his having to make any effort. 2 [U] (collec- 
tive) ро or silver articles, eg spoons, dishes, 
bowls. > 1ае?(2). 3 [С] flat, thin sheet of 

‘metal, glass, etc eg for building ships: 'boiler 
~s. 4 [С] sheet of glass coated with sensitive 
film for photography: 'whole-~, ‘half-~, 
'guarter-~, the usual sizes. 5 [С] oblong piece 
of metal with a person’s name, etc on it (as 
used by professional persons). 6 sheet of 
metal, plastic, rubber, etc from which the 
pages of a book are printed; book illustration 
printed separately from the text. 7 thin piece 
of plastic material, moulded to the shape of 
the gums, with artificial teeth attached to it. 8 
(baseball) (also home ~) home base of the bat- 
ting side. 
plate-ful /-ful/, as much asa plate can hold. 

plate? /pleit/ vt 1 cover (esp a ship) with metal 

plates(3). 2 cover (another metal) with gold, 
silver, copper or tin: silver-~d spoons. 
pla-teau /'pletev US: ple'tau/ п [С] (pl ~s or 
~x /-tauz/) expanse of level land high above 
sea-level. 

plat-form /'pletfo:m/ и [С] 1 flat surface 

built at a higher level than the track in a rail- 

way station, where travellers wait: Which ~ 
does your train leave from? 2 flat structure 
raised above floor-level for speakers, teachers 

in a Classroom, etc. 3 space at the entrance of a 

bus or tram (for the conductor). 4 programme 

of a political party, esp as stated before an 
election. 

plat-ing /'pleitiy/ п [Ч] (esp) thin coating of 

gold, silver, etc. D> plate?(2). 

plati-num /'pletinom/ п [9] grey metal 

(symbol Pt) used for jewellery and mixed with 

other metals for use in industry. 

plati-tude /‘pletitju:;d US: -tu:d/ n 1 [С] 

statement that is obviously true, esp one often 

heard before, but made as if it were new. 2[U] 

quality of berg dull and ordinary. 

plati-tudi-nous /,pleti'tju:dinos US: -'tu:-/ 
adj dull and ordinary: ~ remarks. 

Pia-tonic /plo'tonik/ adj of Plato or his 
teachings: ~ love/friendship, between a man 
and a woman, without physical love. 

pla-toon /plo'tu:n/ п [С] body of soldiers, 

subdivision of a company, acting as a unit and 
commanded by a lieutenant. 

pilat-ter /'pleta(r)/ п [С] (US) large, shallow 

dish for serving food, esp meat and fish. 

platy-pus /'pletipas/ и © duck-billed platy- 
pus. 

plau-dit /'plo:dit/ п [С] (usually р) (formal) 

cry, clapping or other sign of approval: grati- 
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fied at the ~s of the audience. 

plaus-ible /'plo:zabi/ adj seeming to be right 
or reasonable: a ~ excuse/explanation. 
plaus.ibly /-abli/ adv 

play’ /plei/ п 1 [С] (performance of a) rep- 
resentation, acting, of a story, etc on a Stage, 
ТУ, etc. 2 [9] (what is done for) amusement; 
recreation: The children are at ~, playing. a 
play on ‘words, = рип. 3 [0] the (manner 
of) playing of a game: rough ~ in a football 
match. in/out of play, (of the ball in foot- 
ball, cricket, etc) in/not in a position where the 
rules of the game allow it to be played. > fair 
play. 4 (sing only) turn or move in sport or ina 
game (eg chess): /f’s your ~. 5 [U] gambling: 
lose £50 in one evening’s ~; 6 [U] light, quick, 
movement: the ~ of sunlight on water. 7 [0] 
(space for) free and easy movement; scope for 
activity: give free ~ to one’s emotions; a knot 
with too much ~, one that is not tight enough. 
8 [U] activity; operation: the ~ of natural 
forces. be in full play/come into play, be- 
gin to operate or be active. bring sth into 
play, make use of it; bring it into action. 9 [С] 
pretence: My tears were a ~ to get your 
sympathy. 

р1ау-ас тд, (fig) pretence. 

Inlay-boy, rich pleasure-loving man. 
'р1!ау.доег, person who often goes to the 
theatre. 

'play-group, school for children under 5. 
'play-ground, area of ground at a school, etc 
for children to play. 

'play-house, = theatre. 

'iplay-mate, (of children) friend one plays 
with. 

iplay-pen, portable enclosure for a baby to 
be left to play. 

iplay reading, recital of the text of a play by 
а group. 

'р1ау-гоопт, one in a house for children to 
play in. 


`’ 'Iplay-school, = playgroup. 


Iplay-suit, article of clothing (trousers and 
bib) for children. 
Iplay-thing, (a) toy. (b) (fiz) person treated 
like a toy. 
'‘play-time, period for play. 
iplay-wright, person who writes plays. 
play” /plei/ vi,vi (pt.pp ~ed /pleid/) (For 
special uses with adverbial particles and pre- 
positions, & 14 below.) 1 (contrasted with 
work) have fun; do things to pass the time 
pleasantly, as children do: Let’s go out and~. 
She was ~ing with the kitten. 2 pretend, for 
fun, to be or do: Let’s ~ (at being) pirates. 3 
practice, do: He has played a trick on me. play 
it cool, > cool'(2). play with fire, take 
foolish risks. play into sb’s hands, © 
Папа'(3). play hell with, г> hell(2). play 
the market, > market'(4). play for time, 
> time'(3). play truant, © truant. 4 (be 
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able to) take part in a game, eg of football, 
golf, cards: He ~s (football) for Stoke] 
England. On Saturday France ~ (rugby) 
against Wales/~ Wales at rugby. 5 fill a parti- 
cular position in a team: Who’s ~ing in goal? 
Who shali we ~ as goalkeeper? 6 (cricket, foot- 
bali, etc) strike (the ball) in a specified way: т 
soccer only the goalkeeper may ~ the ball with 
his hands. play ball, &> ball'(1). 7 move (а 
chesspiece); lay a card on the table: ~ the ace 
of hearts. play one’s cards well/- 
right/badly, (72) make good/bad use of op- 
portunities. play fair, г> fair?. play the 
game, © game?(1). 8 perform on (а musical 
instrument), perform (a musical composi- 
tion): ~ the piano; ~ a Beethoven sonata. play 
second fiddle (to}, > fiddie(1). play sth 
by ear, &> ear'(2). 9 operate а record-player, 
tape-recorder, etc: ~ a disc/tape. play sth 
back, reproduce (music, speech, etc) from a 
tape or disc after it has been recorded. Hence, 
iplay-back n (a) the device on a tape- 
recorder which plays back recorded material. 
(b) occasion when this is done. 10 perform (a 
drama on the stage); act (a part in a drama); 
(of a drama) be performed: ~ ‘Twelfth Night ; 
~ Shylock; the National Theatre, where ‘Ham- 
let’ is now ~ing, = being played. play the 
fool, > fooi. 11 move about in a gentle, live- 
ly manner; direct (light) (on, over, along, etc): 
sunlight ~ing on the water. They ~ed coloured 
lights over the dance floor. 12 operate continu- 
ously; send out in a steady stream: The firemen 
~ed their hoses on the burning building. 13 fire: 
We ~ed our guns on the enemy’s lines. 

14 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

play at sth, (a) > 2 above. (b) do ша half- 
hearted way, or merely for pleasure: Fight 
properly— you're only ~ing at boxing! 

play sth back, © 8 above. 

play down to sb, deliberately talk to or be- 
have towards him so that he does do not feel 
inferior, in order to win support or favour. 
play sth down, deliberately treat it as less 
important. 

play off, play again (eg a football) match 
that was drawn: ~ off а draw/tie. Hence, 
‘play-off n such a match. play one person 
off against another, encourage rivalry, 
esp for one’s own advantage. 

play 'on, continue to take part (in a sport, 
etc). play on sth, try to make use of (a per- 
son’s feelings, trust, etc) for one’s own advan- 
tage: He tried to ~ on her sympathies. 

play sth out, (fig) play it to the finish: The 
long struggle between the strikers and their em- 
ployers 15 not yet ~ed out. be played out, be 
exhausted, used up; be out of date: /sn’t that 
theory ~ed out, no longer worth considering? 

- play up, (a) (esp in the imperative) (sport) 
play vigorously, energetically. (b) (informal) 


play / pleasing 


be naughty: Don’t let the children ~ up. play 
sth up, deliberately treat it with too much 
importance: Don’t let him ~ up his illness, eg 
by making it an excuse for doing nothing. 
play sb up, (informal) give trouble to: My 
wretched car/bad tooth has been ~ing me up 
again. play up to sb, (informal) flatter (to 
win favour for oneself): He always ~s up to his 
boss. 

р/ау with sb/sth, (a) г> 1 above. (b) 
treat, think about, casually: /t’s wrong for a 
man to ~ with a woman’s affections. He's ~ing 
with the idea of emigrating to Canada. 


player /'pleio(r)/ п [С] person who plays a 


game. 


piay-ful /'pieifl/ adj in a mood for play; not 


serious: as ~ as a kitten; та ^^ manner. 
pPiay-fully /-foli/ adv 


playing-card /решр kad/ п [С] > 


card(3). 


play-ing field /'pleun fi:ld/ n [С] field for 


such games as football and cricket. 


play-let /'pleilit/ п [С] short dramatic piece. 
plaza /р!а:2э US: 'pleza/ п [С] (pl ~s) 


market-place; open square (esp in a Spanish 
town). 


plea /pli:/n(C]1 (/egal) statement made by or 


for a person charged in a law court. 2 request: 
~s for mercy. 3 reason or excuse offered for 
doing wrong or failing to do something, etc. 


piead /pli:d/ vt,vi (pt.pp ~ed, or US pled, 


/pled/) 1 address a court of law on behalf of 
either the plaintiff or the defendent: ~ for/ 
against her. 2 admit or deny that one is guilty: 
‘How do you~? Did you ~ not guilty? 3 offer 
as an explanation or excuse: The thief ~ed 
poverty. 4 ask earnestly: He ~ed with his son to 
be less trouble to his mother. 5 argue in favour 
of; give reasons for (a cause, etc): ~ the cause 
of political freedom. 

plead-ings п pi (/ega/) statements, replies to 
accusations, etc made by the parties ш a legal 
action. 


pleas-ant /'pleznt/ adj giving pleasure; 


agreeable; friendly: a ~ afternoon|taste/wine| 
surprise/companion. 

pléas-ant-ly adv 

pleas-ant-nessn[U]. 


pleas-ant-ry /'plezntri/ я (pl -ies) (formal) 1 


[9] humour. 2 [С] humorous or informal ге- 
mark. 


please /pli:z/ vi,vt 1 (used as a polite form of 


request): Come in, ~. P~ come in. Two cof- 
fees, ~. P~ don’t do that. 2 give satisfaction 
to: It’s difficult to ~ everybody. Are you ~d 
with your new clothes? 3 think fit; choose; pref- 
er: J shall do as I~. Take as many as you~. 


pleased /pli:zd/ adj glad; feeling or showing 


satisfaction: He looked ~d with himself. Рт 
very ~d with what he has done. 


pleas-ing /'pli:zin/ adj 1 giving pleasure (10). 


2 attractive: a~ design. 


pieasure/ plough 


pleas-ing-ly adv 

pleas-ure /'pleza(r)/ n 1 [U] feeling of enjoy- 
ment, of being happy or satisfied: /t gave me 
such ~ to hear of your success. May we have 
the ~ of your company for lunch? Some boys 
take great ~ in teasing their little sisters. 2 [0] 
(formal) will; desire: You may go or stay at 
your ~, аз you wish. 3 [С] something that 
gives happiness: the ~s of friendship. 
'pleasure-boat/-craft, one used for enjoy- 
ment only. 
pleas-ur-able /'plezarabl/ adj giving enjoy- 
ment. 
р!еа$-иг-аЫу /-abli/ adv 

pleat /pli:t/ п [С! fold made by doubling cloth 
on itself. о vt make pleats in: а ved skirt. 

plebi-scite /'plebisit US: -sait/ п [С] (deci- 
sion made about a political question by) the 
votes of all qualified citizens. 

plec-trum /'plektram/ п [С] small piece of 
metal, plastic, etc attached to the finger for 
plucking the strings of some instruments, eg 
the guitar. 

pied /pled/ © plead. 

pledge /pled3/ n 1 [С] something left with a 
person to be kept until the giver has done 
whatever he has to do. 2 [U] state of being left 
on these conditions: put/hold goods in~. 3 [С] 
something given as a sign of love, approval, 
etc. 4[U] agreement; promise: under ~ of sec- 
recy. take/sign the pledge, (esp) make a 
written promise not to take alcoholic drink. o 
vt 1 give as security; put in pawn. 2 make an 
undertaking: be ~d to secrecy; ~ one’s word|/ 
honour. 

ple-nary /'pli:nori/ adj 1 (of powers, author- 
ity) unlimited; absolute. 2 (of meetings) at- 
tended by all who have a right to attend: а ~ 
Session. 

pleni-po-ten-tiary /,plenipo'tenfari/ и [С] 
(pl -ries), adj (person, eg a representative, an 
ambassador) having full power to act, make 
decisions, etc (on behalf of his government, 
etc). 

plen-teous /'plentios/ adj (chiefly poetic) 
plentiful. 

plen-ti-ful /'plentifl/ adj in large quantities 
or numbers. 
pien-ti-fully /-fali/ adv 

plenty /'plenti/[U] asmuch as or more than 
is needed or desired; a large number or quan- 
tity: There are ~ of eggs. We must get to the 
Station т ~ of time. Six will be ~, as many as | 
need. 

pleth-ora /'ple@ara/ п [С] (p/ ~s) (formal) 1 
(unhealthy) state of being too much or too 
many; excess. 2 (med) state of having too 
many red corpuscies in the blood. 

pleur-rsy /'pluorisi/ п [U] serious illness with 
inflammation of the delicate membrane of the 
thorax and the lungs. 

plexus /'pleksas/ п [С] (p/ ~es /-sasiz/ or ~) 
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(anat) network of fibres or vessels in the body: 
the solar ~, in the abdomen. 

pli-able /'platabl/ adj 1 easily bent, shaped or 
twisted. 2 (of the mind) easily influenced. 
pli-abil-ity /,plaro'bilati/ п [9] 

pli-ant /'platont/ adj = pliable. 

pli-ers /'platoz/n р/ (also а pair of ~) kind of 
pincers with long, flat jaws, used for holding, 
bending or cutting wire, etc. 

plight! /plait/ п [С] serious and difficult con- 
dition: His affairs were ina terrible ~. 

plight? /plait/ vt 1 (formal) promise: one’s 
~ed word. 2 (archaic) engage oneself to be 
married: ~ed lovers. 

plim-soll /'plimsoal/ и [C] (also а pair of ~s) 
rubber-soled canvas shoe (US = sneaker). 

Plim-soll line /'plimsal lam/ я [С] line on 
the hull of a ship to mark how far it may legal- 
ly go down in the water when loaded. 

plinth /plin@/ п [С] square base or block on 
which a column or statue stands. 

plod /plod/ vi,vt (-dd-) 1 walk slowly with a 
heavy step. 2 continue working, etc slowly 
and without resting: ~ away ata task. 
plod-der, (a) person who plods(1). (b) slow 
but earnest person. 
plod-ding adj 

plonk' /plonk/ п [С] dull sound of something 
dropping: the ~ of a shoe falling down the 
stairs. о adv with this sound. o vi put down 
with a plonking sound: ~ the book down on the 
table. 

plonk? /plonk/ и [0] (50 cheap wine. 

plop /plop/ л [С] sound (as) of a small smooth 
object dropping into water without a splash. о 
adv with a plop. o wi (-pp-) make, fall with, а 
plop. 

plot’ /plot/ п [C] piece of ground (usually 
small): a 'building ~; а ~ of vegetables. в vt,vi 
(-tt-) 1 make a plan, map or diagram of. 2 
mark (the position of something) on a dia- 
gram by connecting points on a graph. 3 di- 
vide into plots: ~ out a vegetable garden. 

plot? /plot/[C] 1 secret plan (good or bad): а 
~ to overthrow the government. 2 plan or Gut- 
line (of the events of a story, esp of a novel or 
drama). о vt,vi (-tt-) form, take part in, a plot. 
plot-ter, person who plots. 

plough (US = plow) /plau/ п [С] 1 imple- 
ment for cutting furrows in soil and turning it 
up, pulled by animals or (more usually) a trac- 
tor. 2 any kind of implement resembling a 
plough. 3 [U] ploughed land: /00 acres of ~. 4 
the Px, (astron) the group of stars called 
Charles's Wain, the Dipper or the Great Bear. 
О vt,vi 1 break up (land) with a plough: ~ a 
field. 2 (fig) reinvest: ~ back the profits of a 
business. 3 force a way through: ~ (one’s way) 
through the ти4]а dull textbook. 4 (informal) 
reject (a candidate) in an examination. 
'plough-man /-тэп/, man who guides а 
plough. 
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'plough-share, broad blade of a plough. 
plover /'plava(r)/ п [C] sort of long-legged, 
-short-tailed bird living near marshes. 
plow /plau/ (US) = plough. 
ploy /ploi/ п [С] (informal) something said or 

done to gain an advantage over a person: cry- 
“ing аз а ^^ 10 gain sympathy. 
pluck /plak/ vt,vi 1 pull the feathers off (а 

hen, goose, etc): Has this goose been ~ed? 2 

pick (flowers, fruit, etc). 3 take hold of and 

pull: He was ~ing at his. mother’s skirt. 4 

pluck up courage, overcome one’s fears. o 

n 1 [Ч] courage; spirit: a boy with plenty of ~. 

2 [С] short, sharp pull. 

plucky adj (-ier, -iest) brave. 
plug /plag/ п [С] 1 piece of wood, metal, etc 

used to stop up a hole (eg in a wash-basin, 

bath, etc). 2 device for making a connection 
with a supply of electric current: put the ~ in 

‘the socket. & also sparking-plug. 3 cake of 

pressed or twisted tobacco; piece of this cut off 

for chewing. 4 (5/) favourable publicity (eg ina 
radio or TV programme) for a commercial 
product. > 4 below. а vt,vi (-gg-) 1 stop or 
fill (up) with a plug: ~ a leak. 2 plug (sth) 
in, make aconnection with a plug(2): ~ in the 

TV set. 3 (informal) plug away at, work 
‘hard at. 4 (s/) advertise (something) repeated- 

ly: ~ anew song, eg оп radioor TV. 
plum /plam/ п [С] 1 (tree having) soft round, 

smooth-skinned fruit with a seed like a stone. 

2 (informal) (used as an adjective) considered 

good and desirable: a ~ job in the Civil Ser- 

vice. 

pium pudding, rich, brown fruit pudding, 

boiled or steamed. 
plum-age /'plu:mid3/ и [U] bird’s feathers: 
-brightly coloured~. 
plumb /plam/ п [С] ball or piece of lead tied 

to the end of acord or rope (a'~-/ine) for find- 
ing the depth of water or testing whether a 
wall is vertical. о adv 1 exactly: ~ straight. 2 
(US) (informal) very: ~ crazy. а vt (fig) get to 
the root of: ~ the depths of amystery. 
plumber /'plama(r)/ я [С] workman who fits 
and repairs pipes. 

plumb:ing /'plamin/ я [U] 1 the work of a 
plumber. 2 the pipes, water-tanks, cisterns, etc 
in a building. 

plume /plu:m/ и [С] 1 feather, esp a large one 
used as a decoration. 2 something suggesting 

a feather by its shape: a ~ of smoke. в vt (ofa 

bird) smooth (its feathers). 
plum-met /'plamit/ и [С] (weight attached to 

a) plumb-line or to a fishing-line to keep the 

float upright. о vi (-tt-) fall steeply: Share 

prices have ~ ted. 
plump! /plamp/ adj (of an animal, a person, 
parts of the body) fat in a pleasant-looking 
way: a baby with ~ cheeks. о vt,vi make or be- 
come rounded: She ~ed up the pillows. 
plump? /plamp/ vi,v 1 (cause to) fall or drop, 


plover / pneumatic 


suddenly and heavily: ~ (oneself) down in a 
chair; ~ down a heavy bag. 2 vote for, choose, 
with confidence: ~ for the Liberal candidate. a 
adv suddenly, abruptly: fall ~ into the hole.on 
[С] abrupt, heavy fall. 

plun-der /'plandoa(r)/ vi,vi rob, esp during 
war or civil disorder: ~ (the citizens of) a con- 
quered town. an[U] goods taken. 

plunge /pland3/ vt,vi 1 put (something), or 
go suddenly and with force, into: plunging 
one’s hand into cold water; ~ a country into 
war. 2 (of a horse) move forward and down- 
ward quickly; (of a ship) thrust its bows into 
the water. ол [С] act of plunging (eg from a 
diving-board into water). take the plunge, 
(fig) do something decisive, eg marry. 
plunger, (a) part of a mechanism that 
moves with a plunging motion, eg the piston 
of a pump. (b) suction device for clearing a 
blocked pipe. 

plunk /plank/ = plonk’. 

plu-per-fect /,plu:'ps:fikt/ п the pluper- 
fect (tense), (gram) verb form showing ac- 
tion completed before some past time, stated 
or implied, using had and a pp, as in ‘As he had 
not received my letter, he did not come’. 

plu-ral /'plusral/ п [С], adj (form of Word) 
used with reference to more than one: ‘The ~ 
of child is children’ (marked pl in this diction- 
ary). 

plus /plas/ prep with the addition of: Two ~ 
five is seven,2 + 5 = 7.0 adj: a ~ quantity, 
one greater than zero. © minus. 0 7 [©] (р/ 
~ses) the sign +. 

plush /plaJ/ (also plushy (-ier, -iest)) adj (50) 
smart, rich: a~(y) restaurant. 

Pluto /'plu:tou/ п (astron) planet farthest 
from the sun. 

plu-to-cracy /plu:'tokrasi/ п [СУ] (pl -ies) 
(government by a) rich and powerful class. 

plu-to-crat /'plu:taukret/ и [С] person who 
is powerful because of his wealth. 
plu-to-cratic / plu:tau'kretik/ adj 

plu-to-nium /plu:'touniom/ и [U] (artificial- 
ly produced) radioactive element (symbol Pu) 
used in nuclear reactors and weapons. 

ply’ /plai/n[C]1 layer of wood or thickness of 
cloth: 'three-~ wood, made by sticking to- 
gether three layers with the grain of each at a 
right angle to that of the next. 2 one strand in 
wool, rope, etc: four-~ 'wooi. 

'ply-wood, board(s) made by gluing to- 
gether thin layers of wood. 

ply? /plai/ vt,vi (pt,pp plied, present participle 
plying) 1 (formal) work with (an instrument, 
eg a needle). 2 (of ships, buses, etc) go regular- 
ly to and from: ships that ~ between Glasgow 
and New York. 3 ply sb with sth, keep him 
constantly supplied with (food and drink); at- 
tack him constantly with (questions, argu- 
ments, etc). 

pneu-matic /nju:'metik US: пи:-/ adj 1 
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worked or driven by compressed air: ~ drills. 
2 filled with compressed air: ~ tyres. 
pneu-mati-cally /-kli/ adv 

pneu-monia /пилтэсою (5: nu:-/ м [U] 
serious illness with inflammation of one or 
both lungs. 

poach!' /рэо{/ vt cook (an egg) by cracking 
the shell and dropping the contents into boil- 
ing water. 

poach? /pautf/ vt,vi 1 (go on а person’s 
property and) take (hares, pheasants, salmon, 
etc) illegally. 2 (fig) be active in some kind of 
work that another person believes 1s his own 
responsibility. 
poacher, person who poaches. 

pock /ppk/ п [С] spot on the skin caused by 
smallpox. 
'ipock-marked, with marks (as) left after 
smallpox. 

pocket /'pokit/ и [C] 1 small bag forming 
part of an article of clothing, for carrying 
things in. pick sb‘s pocket, steal from his 
pocket. > pickpocket. 2 (as an adjective) of a 
size suitable for a pocket: a ~ dictionary. 3 
money. in/out of pocket, rich(er)/poor(er). 
4 bag, hollow, eg a small cavity in the ground 
or in rock, containing gold or ore. 5 partial 
vacuum in the atmosphere (an 'air-~) affect- 
ing the flight of an aircraft; cavity of air (an 
\air--~) in а mine?(1). 6 (isolated area occu- 
pied by) enemy forces, etc: ~s of resistance; 
~s of unemployment in the Midlands. о vt 1 
put into one’s pocket: He ~ed the money. 2 
keep for oneself (often dishonestly): He ~ed 
half the profits. 
'ipocket-money, small sum given to chil- 
dren to spend on sweets, etc. 
pocket-ful /-ful/ я [С] as much as a pocket 
can hold. 

pod /pod/ п [С] long, green container for seeds 
of various plants, esp peas and beans. а vt,vi 
(-dd-) 1 take (peas, etc) out of pods. 2 pod 
(uj), form pods. 

podgy /'pod3i/ adj (-ier, -iest) (of a person) 
short and fat. 

poem /'poumm/ п [С] piece of creative writing 
(often in verse form), eg one expressing deep 
feeling, one describing an experience, etc. 

poet /'pouit/ п [С] writer of poems. 
poet ‘laureate, poet appointed to write 
poems on great state or royal occasions. 

poet-ess /'pouitis/ и [С] (rare) woman poet. 

po-etic /povu'etik/ (also po-eti-cal /-1kl/) adj 
of poets and poetry: ~ genius. 
poetic ‘justice, ideal justice, with proper 
distribution of rewards and punishments. 
po,etic ‘licence, freedom from the normal 
rules of language (as п poetry). 
po-eti-cally /-kli/ adv 

po-etry /'pourtri/ п [0] 1 the art of a poet; 
poems. 2 quality that produces feelings as 
produced by poems: the ~ of motion, eg in 


some kinds of athletics. 


po-grom /'pogram US: pa'grom/ и [С] or- 


ganized persecution or killing (of a group or 
class of people). 


poig-nancy /'poinjensi/ и [U] (formal) state 


or quality of being poignant. 


poign-ant /'poinjont/*adj (formal) causing 


sad feelings: ~ memories. 
poign-ant-ly adv 


point! /point/ 71 [С] sharp tip (of a pin, pen- 


cil, knife, etc). not to put too fine a point 
on it, > fine'(6). 2 [С] tapering piece of land 
that stretches out into the sea, a lake, etc. 3 dot 
(as) made by the point of a pen, etc. D> deci- 
mal point; full point. 4 [С] real or imaginary 
mark of position, in space of time: on the ~ of 
learning; а ‘turning-~ in my career. at this 
point, at this place or moment. а point of 
view, (a) position from which something is 
viewed. (b) (fig) way of looking at a question. 
be at the point of death, be dying. be on 
the point of doing sth, be about to do it. 
if/when it comes to the point, if/when 
the moment for action or decision comes: 
When it came to the ~, he refused to help. 
point of no return, © return'(1). 5 [С] 
mark on a scale; unit of measuring: the 
'boiling-~ of water. possession is nine 
points of the law, is strong evidence in fav- 
our of the person in possession of something. 
6 [С] unit of scoring in some games, sports and 
competitions. 7 [C] one of the thirty-two 
marks or divisions on the circumference of a 
compass. 8 [C] single item, detail, idea, etc: 
There are several ~s on which we’ ve agreed to 
differ. stretch a point, do what is not nor- 
mal, eg when deciding something. 9 [C] chief 
idea or thought. come to/get to/reach 
the point, give the essential, relevant fact. 
get/see/miss the point of sth, see/fail to 
understand: She missed the ~ of the joke. 
make a point of doing sth, regard or treat 
it as important or necessary. take sb‘s 
point. (during a discussion) understand what 
a person is proposing, etc. (wander) off/ 
away from the point, say something и- 
relevant. on а point of order, г> order'(4). 
to the point, apt, relevant. 10 [0] no/not 
much point in doing sth, \ittle reason for 
doing it: There’s no ~ in protesting, It won't 
help. 11 [С] characteristic: What are her best 
~s asa secretary? 12 (GB) socket or outlet for 
electric current. 13 (p/) tapering movable rails 
by which a train can move from one track to 
another. 14 [U] effectiveness: His remarks 
haveno~. | 


point? /point/ ур, 1 direct attention to; show 


the position or direction of; be a sign of: He 
~ed to the door. All the evidence ~s to his guilt. 
2 aim or direct (something): ~ing a gun at him. 
3 point sth out, show; call or direct atten- 
tion to: ~ out a mistake. Can you ~ (me) out 
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the man you suspect? I must ~ out that the price 
is too high. 4 make a point(1) on (a pencil). 5 
fill in the joints of (brickwork, etc) with mort- 
ar or cement, using a trowel to smooth the 
material. 

pointed adj (a) (fig) directed definitely 
against a person or his behaviour: Jack was 
making ~ed comments about his neighbour’s 
garden. (b) (of humour, etc) apt, relevant. 
point-ed-ly adv - 

point-blank /|,point 'blenk/ adj 1 (of a shot 
aimed, fired) at very close range: fired at ~ 
range. 2 (fig) (something said) in a manner 
that leaves no room for doubt: a ~ refusal. о 
adv in such a manner: / asked him ~ whether 
he intended to help. 

pointer /'pointa(r)/ n[C]1 stick used to point 
to things on a map, etc. 2 indicator опа dial or 
balance. 3 short-haired hunting dog. 4 indica- 
tion; piece of advice: The rise in unemployment 
isa~ to the failure of her economic policies. 

point-less /'poimtlis/ adj 1 (fig) with little or 
no sense, aim or purpose: /t seemed ~ to ar- 
gue. 2 without points scored: a~ draw. 
point-less-ly adv: argue ~ly. 

poise /poiz/ vi,vi 1 be or keep balanced: ~d in 
mid-air. 2 balance; support in a particular 
place or manner: Note the way the dancer ~s 
his head. о n 1 [U] balance, equilibrium. 2 [С] 
way .in which one carries oneself, holds one’s 
head, etc. 3 [0] self-confidence. 

poi-son |'poizn/ п [СО] 1 substance causing 
death or harm if absorbed by a living thing 
(animal or plant): ~ for killing weeds; commit 
suicide by taking ~. 2 (fig) evil principle, 
teaching, etc considered harmful to society. о 
vt 1 put poison on or in: ~ the rats. 2 (fig) in- 
jure morally: ~ somebody's mind against an- 
other person. 

pois-oner, (esp) person who murders by us- 
ing poison. 

pois-on-ous /'poizonos/ adj (a) causing 
death or injury: ~ous plants. (b) hurting the 
feelings, a reputation, etc: а man with a ~ous 
longue. 

pois-on-ous-ly adv 

poke /pouk/ vi,vi 1 push sharply (with a 
stick, one’s finger, etc): ~ a man in the ribs; ~ 
the fire, move the coals to make the fire burn 
better. 2 put, move (something) with a sharp 
push: Don’t let шт ~ his head out of the (train) 
window — it’s dangerous! poke fun at sb, try 
to make him look foolish. © позе!(1). 3 
search: Who’s that poking about in the garden? 
4 make (a hole) by poking. оп [C] act of pok- 
ing. 

poker’ /'pouko(r)/ п [С] strong metal rod or 
bar for moving or breaking coal ina fire. 

poker? /'pouka(r)/ и [U] card-game for two or 
more persons in which the players gamble on 
the value of the cards they hold. 

poky /'pouki/ adj (-ier, -iest) (of a place) too 


point-blank / police 


small: a~ little room. 

po-lar /'poula(r)/ adj 1 of or near the North or 
South Pole. 2 directly opposite. 
polar bear, the white kind living in the north 
polar regions. 

po-lar-ity /pou'lerati/ п [U] possession of 
two contrasted or opposite qualities, prin- 
ciples or tendencies. 

po-lar-ize (also -ise) /'!pouloraiz/ vt cause to 
centre on two opposite, conflicting or con- 
trasting positions: Inflation has ~d the parties’ 
manifestos for the election. 
po-lar-iz-ation (also 
ral'zerf{n US: -ri'z-/ n[U] 

po-lar-oid /'poularoid/ и [U] thin transparent 
film used in sun-glasses,-etc to lessen sun glare. 

pole’ /poul/ я [С] 1 either of the two ends of 
the earth’s axis: the North P~; the South P~. 
2 = magnetic pole. 3 North P~, South P~, 
(astron) two points in the night sky about 
which the stars appear to turn. 4 either of the 
two ends of a magnet or the terminal points of 
an electric battery: the negative/positive ~. 5 
(fig) each of two opposed principles, etc. be 
poles apart, be opposite: The employers and 
the trade union leaders are still ~s apart, are 
far from reaching an agreement, etc. 
'pole star, the North Star almost coinciding 
with true north. 

pole? /poul/ п [С] 1 long, slender, rounded 
piece of wood or metal, eg as a support fora 
tent, as a handle for a broom, etc. up the 
pole, (s/) (a) in difficulty. (b) slightly mad; 
eccentric. 2 measure of length (also called rod 
or perch), 54 yds or about 5 metres. 
'pole-jumping, (athletic contest) jumping 
with the help of a long pole held in the hands. 
'‘pole-vault, jump of this kind over a bar 
which can be raised or lowered. 

pole-cat /'poulkzt/ п [С] small, dark-brown, 
fur-covered European animal which gives off 
an unpleasant smell. 

pol-emic /po'lemik/ 7 1 [С] (formal) dispute; 
argument. 2 (p/) art or practice of arguing, esp 
in theology. о adj of polemics. 
pol-emi-caliy /-kli/ adv 

po-lice /po'li:s/ п (always sing in form, used 
with the and a р/ verb) department, body of 
men, concerned with the keeping of public 
order: the ~, the members of this body; Sever- 
al hundred ~ were on duty at the demonstra- 
tion. The ~ have not made any arrests. a vt 
keep order т (a place) (as) with police: United 
Nations forces ~d the Gaza Strip for a long 
time. 
po'lice-man /-man/, member of а police 
force. 
po'lice constable, policeman of ordinary 
rank. 
росе force, the police of a country or 

‚ region. 
po'lice officer, policeman. 


-isation) /,paulo- 


policy / polytechnic 


po'lice state, 
political police. 
po'lice station, office of a local police force: 
I was taken to the ~ station. 
po'lice-woman, woman police officer. 

pol-icy' /'polasi/ n (pi -ies) 1 [С] plan of ac- 
tion, statement of aims and ideals, eg one 
made by a government, political party, busi- 
ness company, etc: /5 honesty the best ~? 2 [Ц] 
wise, sensible conduct; art of government. 

pol-icy? /'pplosi/ п [С] written statement of 
the terms of a contract of insurance: an in'sur- 
ance ~; a'~-holder. 

po-lio /рэойэо/ п [U] (informal abbr for) 
poliomyelitis. 

po-lio-mye-litis /,poulisu,maia'laitis/ п [0] 
infectious disease with inflammation of the 
grey matter of the spinal cord, often resulting 
in physical disabiement. 

polish /'polif/ vt,vi 1 make or become 
smooth and shiny by rubbing (with or without 
a chemical substance): ~ furniture/shoes. 2 
improve in behaviour, intellectual interests, 
etc. 3 (pp) make refined or elegant: a ~ed 
speech. 4 finish quickly: ~ off a large meal.an 
1 [U] (surface, etc obtained by) polishing: 
shoes|tables with a good ~. 2 [C] substance 
used for polishing: 'shoe/'furniture ~. 3 [U] 
(fig) refinement; elegance. 

pol-it-buro /po'litbjuarau/ п [С] (p/ -~s) chief 

- executive committee of a (Communist) party. 

pol-ite /po'lait/ adj having, showing the pos- 
session of, good manners and consideration 
for other people: a~ boy; a~ remark. 
pol-ite-ly adv 
pol-ite-ness и [0] 

poli-tic /'pplotik/ adj 1 (of persons) acting or 
judging wisely. 2 (of actions) well judged: a~ 
remark at the conference. 
the Боду 'politic, the state as an organized 
group of citizens. 

pol-iti-cal /po'litikl/ adj 1 of the State; of 
government; of public affairs in general: for ~ 
reasons. 2 because of politics: a ~ crisis; ~ 
prisoners. 
political a'sylum, protection given by а 
Government to a person who has left his own 
country for political reasons. 
political e'conomy, science of economics. 
political 'prisoner, one who is imprisoned 
because he opposes the (system of) govern- 
ment. 
political science, study of government and 
politics. 
political surgery, © surgery(3). 
po-liti-cally /-kli/ adv 

poli-ti-cian /,pola'tifn/ и [С] person taking 
part in politics or very interested in politics: 
party ~s. 

polt-tics /'pplotiks/ п p/ (used with a sing or 
pl verb) the science or art of government; polit- 
ical views, affairs, questions, etc: [5 ~ taught 


country controlled Бу 
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at the school? What are your ~? 

pol-ity /'pploti/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [U] form or рго- 
cess of government. 2 [C] society as an organ- 
ized State. 

polka /'ppika US: 'paulka/ п [С] (piece of 
music, of E European origin, for a) lively kind 
of dance. 

рой! /poul/ и [С] 1 voting at an election; list of 
voters; counting of the votes; place where vot- 
ing takes place: a lighi/heavy ~, voting by a 
small/large number of voters. go to the 
polls, vote (in an election). 2 survey of public 
opinion by putting questions to a representa- 
tive selection of persons. & opinion рой. 

poll? /psul/ vt,vi 1 vote at an election. 2 
receive (a certain number of) votes: Mr Hill 
~ed over 3000 votes. 
'‘poll-ing-booth/-station, place where vot- 
ers go to vote. 
'poll-ing-day, day appointed Гога poll. 

pol-len /'pplon/ п [U] fine powder (usually 
yellow) formed on flowers which fertilizes 
other flowers when carried to them by the 
wind, insects, etc. 
‘pollen count, figure of the amount of pol- 
len in the atmosphere. 

pol-lin-ate /'pplineit/ vt make fertile with 
pollen. 
pol.li-na-tion /рошпе (п/я [0] 

poll-ster /'poulsta(r)/ п [С] person who соп- 
ducts public opinion polls. 

pol-lute /po'lu:t/ vt 1 make dirty, impure: 
rivers ~d with waste from factories. 2 (fig) 
make immoral: polluting young minds. 
pol-lu-tant /-ant/, anything that pollutes, eg 
exhaust fumes from motor-vehicles. 
pol-lu-tion /po'lu:fn/n[C,U] 

polo /'povlsu/ п [Ч] ball game played оп 
horseback with mallets. > water-polo. 
'‘polo-neck, (having) a rolled collar: »~~-neck 
sweaters. 

poly- /poli-/ prefix many: polygamy. 

poly-ester /,poli'esto(r)/ и [U] type of 
synthetic fabric, like cotton. 

poly-ga-mist /poa'ligamist/ и [С] man who 
practises polygamy. 

poly-ga-mous /po'ligomas/ adj of, practis- 
ing, polygamy. 

poly-gamy /pe'ligom:/ я [U] custom of hav- 
ing more than one wife at the same time. 

poly-glot /'ppliglot/ adj knowing, using, 
written in, many languages. ол [С] polyglot 
person or book. 

poly-gon /'ppligon (5: -доп/ я [С] plane 
figure with five or more straight sides. 

poly-mor-phous __ |,poli'mo:fas/, (also 
polymor-phic /-fik/) adj having, passing 


through, many stages (of development, 
growth, etc). 

poly-sty-rene /,poli'starri:n/ и [9] light 
plastic material. 


poly-tech-nic /,poli'teknik/ п [С] institu- 
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tion for advanced full-time and part-time edu- 
cation, esp of scientific and technical subjects: 
Manchester P~. 

poly-theism /'ppli@i:1zam/ п [С] belief in, 
worship of, more than one god. 
poly-theis-tic /,ppl16i:'1stik/ adj 

poly-thene /'ppli6i:n/ п [U] plastic material 
widely used for waterproof packaging, insula- 
tion, etc. 

pom-egran.-ate /'pomigrenit/ и [С] (tree 
with) thick-skinned round fruit which, when 
ripe, has a reddish centre full of seeds. 

pom-meli /'paml/ я [С] 1 the tall part at the 
front of a saddle. 2 rounded knob on the hilt 
ofasword.a vt (-1-, US also -l-) = pummel. 

pomp /pomp/ п [U] splendid display, mag- 
nificence, esp at a public event: the ~ and 
ceremony of the State Opening of Parliament. 

pom-pos:ity /pom'ppsoeti/ n (р/ -ies) 1 [U] 
being pompous. 2 [С] instance of this. 

pom-pous /ротрэ$/ adj Га of, showing, 
(too much) self-importance: a ~ official. 

pon-cho /'ppntfau/ п [С] (p/ ~s) large piece 
of cloth with a slit in the middle for the head, 
worn as a cloak. 

pond /pond/ п [С] small area of water, eg for 
ducks, children’s boats, etc. 

pon-der /'pondo(r)/ vt,vi ponder (over), 
think about: He ~ed over the incident. 

pon-der-ous /'pondoras/ adj 1 heavy; 
bulky: ~ movements, eg of a fat man. 2 (of 
style) dull; laboured. 
pon-der-ous-ly adv 

pong /роп/ 7 [C] (5/) bad smell. о vi smell 
badly. 

pon-tiff /'pontif/ п [С] 1 the Pope. 2 (old use) 
bishop; chief priest. 

pon-tifi-cal /pon'tifik!/ adj 1 of or relating 
to the Pope; papal. 2 authoritative (in a pom- 
pous way). сп (p/) vestments and insignia 
used by bishops and cardinals at some church 
functions and ceremonies. 

pon-tifi-cate /pon'tifikeit/ п [С] office of a 
pontiff, esp of the Pope; period of this. а wi 
speak, act, pompously. 

pon-toon!' /pon'tu:n/ п [С] 1 flat-bottomed 
boat. 2 many of these or a similar metal struc- 
ture, supporting a roadway over a river: a~ 
bridge. 3 either of two supports shaped like 
boats that enable a sea-plane to come down 
on, and take off from, water. 

pon-toon? /pon'tu:n/ и [U] kind of card- 
game. 

pony /'poun:/ п [С] (р/ -ies) horse of small 
breed, used by children for riding. 
'‘pony-trekking, the making of a journey for 
pleasure on ponies. 

poodle /'pu:dl/ п [С] kind of dog with thick 
curling hair, often clipped and shaved into 

patterns. 

pooh /pu:/ int (used to indicate impatience or 

. contempt or that there is a bad smell). 
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pool! /pu:!/ п [С] 1 small area of water (small- 
er than a pond). 2 quantity of water or other 
liquid lying on a surface: He was lying ina~ of 
blood. 3 = swimming pool. 

pool? /pu:l/ п [С] 1 total of money staked by a 
number of gamblers. 2 (p/) = football pools: 
win a fortune on the ~s. 3 arrangement by bu- 
siness firms to share business and divide prof- 
its, to avoid competition and agree on prices. 
4 common fund, supply or service, provided 
by or shared among many: a Чуртя ~. 5 [Ц] 
(US) = snooker. с vt put (money, resources, 
etc) together for the use of all who contribute: 
They ~ed their savings and bought acar. 

poop /pu:p/ п [С] (raised deck at the) stern of 
a ship. 

poor [роэ(г)/ adj (-er, -est) 1 having little 
money; not having and not able to get the 
necessities of life. 2 deserving or needing Вер 
or sympathy: The ~ little puppy had been 
abandoned. 3 small in quantity: а ~ supply of 
well-qualified science teachers; a country ~ in 
minerals. 4 low in quality: ~ soil; in~ health. 
the poor z р/ poor people. 

poor-ly /'puali/ adj (informal) unwell: He’s 
very ~ this morning. о adv 1 in a poor manner; 
badly: ~ Ш streets. 2 poorly off, having very 
little money: She’s been ~ off since her hus- 
band died. 

poor-ness /'puanis/ п [U] absence of some 
necessary quality or element: the ~ of the soil. 
(Note: poverty is used for having little or no 
money.) 

pop' /рор/ п [С] 1 short, sharp, explosive 
sound: the ~ of a cork. 2 (informal) bottled 
drink with gas in it: a bottle of ~. о adv with 
the sound of popping: / heard it go/The bal- 
loon went ~. 

pop? /pop/ п [С] (informal) = father. 

pop? /рор/ adj (informal) (abbr for) popular: 
'~ music; '~ singers; '~ groups, (singers and 
players) (esp) those whose records sell in large 
numbers and who are most popular on radio, 
TV and in discotheques. о и (informai) [U] 
pop music, etc; [C] pop song: top of the ~s, 
most popular record, etc during a given period 
of time. 
'pop concert, of popular music. 
'pop festival, large outdoor gathering of 
people to hear pop singers and musicians. 
'pop star, famous pop singer or musician. 

pop’ /рор/ vt,vi (-pp-) 1 (cause to) make a 
sharp, quick sound (as when a cork comes out 
of a bottle). 2 pop the question, (s/) pro- 
pose marriage. 3 (s/) shoot: They were ~ping 
away at the wood-pigeons. 4 (uses with adver- 
bial particles and prepositions): 
pop across to, > pop over below. 
pop in/out, (cause to) go or come in/out 
quickly (giving the idea of rapid or unexpected 
movement or activity): He ~ped his head in at 
the door. The neighbours’ children are always 


pope/ portent 


~ping in and out, are very frequent visitors. 
pop sth into sth, quickly put it there: She 
~ped the ‘gin bottle into the cupboard as the 
vicar entered the room. 
pop off, (a) go away. (b) (s/) die. 
pop out of: His eyes almost ~ped out of his 
head when he saw that he had won. 
pop over/across to, make a quick, short 
visit to: She’s ~ ped over|/across to the grocer’s. 
pop up. (of toast, pictures in a book) spring 
up quickly: а ~-up toaster|book. 
'pop-corn, dried maize heated until it bursts 
open (eaten with honey, salt, etc). 
‘pop-eyed adj having eyes wide open (with 
surprise, etc). 

pope /poup/ п the P~, Bishop of Rome as 
head of the Roman Catholic Church. 

pop-lar /'poplo(r)/ п [С] tall, straight, fast- 
growing tree; [0] its wood. 

poppa /'pppo/ 1 (US) = papa. 

poppy /'popi/ п [С] (р! -pies) sorts of plant, 
wild and cultivated, with large flowers, esp 
red: ‘opium ~, kind from which opium 1$ ob- 
tained. 

poppy-cock /'popikok/ и [U] (GB 5) = 
nonsense. 

popu-lace /'popjules/ п [С] (formal) the 
general public. 

popu-lar /'popjula(r)/ adj 1 of or for the 
people: ~ government, by the elected majority 
of all those who have votes. 2 suited to the 
tastes, needs, educational level, etc of the 
general public: food at ~ (= low) prices. 3 
liked and admired: ~ film stars; a man who is 
~ with his neighbours. > pop’. 
popular ‘front, (in politics) coalition of 
parties opposed to reaction and fascism. 
popu-lar-ly adv 

popu-lar.ity /,popju'lerati/ и [U] quality of 
being popular(3). 

popu-lar-ize (also -ise) /'popjularaiz/ у! 
make popular: ~ anew book. 
popu-lar-iz-ation (also 
| popjularai'zeifn US: -ri'z-/ п [0] 

popu-late /'pppjuleit/ vt supply with people; 
inhabit; form the population of: the thickly 
~d parts of India. 

popu-la-tion |,popju'lefn/ п [С] (number 
of} people living,yin a place, country, etc or a 
special section of them: the ~ of London; the 
working-class ~~. 

por-ce-lain /'po:salin/ и [0] (articles, eg cups 
and plates, made of a) fine china with a coat- 
ing of translucent material called glaze. 

porch /po:t{/ п [С] 1 built-out roofed door- 
way or entrance to a building. 2 (US) = ve- 
randa. 

por-cu-pine /'po:kjupain/ и [С] small animal 
covered with spines that the animal can stick 
out if attacked. 

pore’ /po:(r)/ и [С] tiny opening (in the skin) 
through which fluids (eg sweat) may pass. 
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pore? /po:(r)/ vi study something with close 
attention: poring over a letter|book. 

pork /po:k/ п [0] flesh of a pig (usually fresh, 
not salted or cured) used as food: a leg of ~; a 
~ chop; roast ~~. bacon, ham(1). 
porker, pig raised for food. 

porn /po:n/ и [U] (informal) (abbr of) porno- 
graphy. 
‘porn shop, where pornographic books, etc 
are sold. 

por-nogra-phy /po:'nvgrofi/ п [U] treat- 
ment of obscene subjects, esp sexual perver- 
sions, in writing, pictures, etc; such writings, 
pictures, etc. 
por-nogra-pher /po:'ndgrafa(r)/ п [U] writer 
of pornography. 
por-no-graphic /,po:ne'grefik/ adj 

po-rous /'po:ras/ adj 1 having pores. 2 allow- 
ing liquid to pass through: Sandis~. 

por-poise /'po:pas/ и [©] sea-animal like a 
dolphin or small whale. 

por-ridge /'porid3 US: 'po:r-/ n [U] soft food 
made by boiling oatmeal in water ог milk: а 
bowllplate of ~. 

port’ /po:t/ я [С] 1 harbour: а naval ~; reach 
~. 2 town or city with a harbour, esp one 
where customs officers are stationed. free 
port, one open for the merchandise of all 
countries to load and unload in; one where 
there is exemption of duties for imports or ex- 
ports. 3 (fig) refuge. 

port? /po:t/ п [С] (naut) opening in the side ofa 
ship for entrance, or for loading and unload- 
ing cargo. 
'‘port-hole, (a) opening in a ship’s side for 
admission of light and air. (b) small glass win- 
dow in the side ofa ship or aircraft. 

port? /po:t/ п [U] (naur) 1 left-hand side of a 
ship or aircraft as one faces forward: put the 
helm to ~. 2 (as a adjective): on the ~ Бои 
guarter. г> starboard. о у! turn (the ship’s 
helm) to port. 

port’ /po:t/ п [U] strong (usually sweet) dark- 
red wine of Portugal. 

port-able /'po:tobl/ adj that can be carried 
about: ~ radios/typewriters. 
port-abil-ity /,po:to'biloti/ п [0] being port- 
able. 

port-age /'po:tid3/ п [C,U] (cost of) carrying 
goods, esp when (eg in forest country in Cana- 
da) goods have to be carried overland between 
two rivers or parts of a river: place where this 
is done. 

por-tal /'po:tl/ и [С] doorway, esp a large, 
elaborate one of a large building. 

port-cul-lis /,po:t'kalis/ п [©] (р/ ~es) iron 
grating that was raised or lowered to protect 
the gateway of a castle. 

por-tend /po:'tend/ уё (formal) be a sign or 
warning of (a future event, etc): This ~s war. 

por-tent /'po:tent/ п [С] (formal) omen. 
por-ten-tous /po:'tentes/ adj (formal) (a) 
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ominous; threatening. (b) marvellous; ex- 
traordinary. 
por-ten-tous-ly adv 

por-ter' /'po:to(r)/ п [С] 1 person whose work 
is to carry luggage, etc at stations, airports, 
hotels, etc. 2 person carrying a load on his 
back or head (usually in country where there 
are no roads for motor-vehicles). 3 (US) at- 
tendant ona train. 

por-ter? /'po:to(r)/ и [С] doorkeeper (at a 
hotel, public building, etc). 
porter’s lodge, (rooms in a) small house at 
the entrance to a college, etc. 

por-ter® /'po:ta(r)/ п [9] dark-brown bitter 
beer. 

por-ter-house /'po:tahaus/ п [C] (~ steak), 
superior cut of beefsteak. 

port-folio /po:t'fauliou/ п [С] (p/ ~s) 1 flat 
case for keeping papers, documents, draw- 
ings, etc. 2 position and duties of a minister of 
state: He is minister without ~, not in charge 
of any particular department. 3 list of securi- 
ties and investments (stocks, shares, etc) 
owned by a person, bank, etc. 

port-holex bc port”. 

port-ico /'po:tikou/ и [С] (p/ ~es or ~s) roof 
on columns, esp at the entrance ofa building. 

por-tion /'po:Jn/ 1 [С] 1 part, esp a share, (to 
be) given when something is distributed. 2 
quantity of any kind of food served in a res- 
taurant: a generous ~ of roast duck. 3 (formal, 
poetic) (sing) one’s lot or fate: Brief life is here 
our ~. а vt portion sth out (among/ 
between), share out (which is more usual). 

рогу /'po:tli/ adj round and fat (person): а 
~ city councillor. 

port-man-teau /po:t'mentau/ n [С] (p/ ~s 
or ~x /-ta0z/) oblong, leather case for clothes, 
opening опа hinge into two equal parts. 

por-trait /'po:trit/ п [С] 1 painted picture, 
drawing, photograph, of a person or animal. 2 
vivid description in words. 
'ipor-trait-ist /-ist/, maker of portraits. 
'‘por-trait-ure /-tfo(r) US: -Цоэ(г)/ п [О] art 
of making portraits. 

por-tray /po:'trei/ vt 1 make a picture of. 2 
describe vividly in words. 3 act the part of (ina 
play). 
por-tray-al /po:'treial/ n [9] portraying; [С] 
act at portraying. 

pose /poauz/ vt,vi 1 put (a person) in a position 
before making a portrait, taking a photo- 
graph, etc: All the subjects are well ~d. 2 pose 
for, take up a position (for a photograph, 
etc): Will you ~ for me? 3 put forward for dis- 
cussion; create; cause: The increase in student 
numbers ~s many problems for the universities. 
4 pose as, claim to be (esp deliberately): pos- 
ing as an expert on old coins. 5 behave in an af- 
fected way hoping to impress people: She’s al- 
ways posing. оп [С] 1 position taken up for a 
portrait, photograph, etc: an unusual ~. 2 un- 


porter / possibility 


natural way of behaving, intended to impress 
people: That rich man’s socialism is amere~. 
poser n [С] awkward or difficult question or 
problem. 

posh /poJ/ adj (informal) smart; first-class: a 
~ hotel; ~ clothes; her ~ friends. 

po-si-tion /po'zi{n/ 21 [С] place where a рег- 
son or thing is or stands, esp in relation to 
others: find а ~ where one will get a good view 
of the procession. in/out of position, in/not 
in the right place. 2 [U] state of being well 
placed (in war or any kind of struggle): They 
were manoeuvring for ~. 3 [С] attitude or pos- 
ture: sit/lie in a comfortable ~. 4 [С] person’s 
place or rank in relation to others, in employ- 
ment, in society, etc: a pupif's ~ in class; a 
high/low ~ in society. 6 [С] job; employment: 
apply for the ~ of assistant manager. 6 [С] con- 
dition; circumstances: ['m sorry but Гат not in 
а ^ (= am unable) го help you. 7 [С] opinion: 
What's your ~ on this problem? a vt 1 place in 
position. 2 find the position of. 

posi-tive //ро7эиу/ adj 1 definite; sure; leav- 
ing no room for doubt: / gave you ~ instruc- 
tions. 2 (of persons) quite certain, esp about 
opinions: Are you ~ (that) it was after mid- 
night? 3 practical and constructive; that defi- 
nitely helps: a ~ suggestion; ~ help; ~ criti- 
cism. 4 (informal) complete: That man is a ~ 
fool. 5 (maths) greater than zero. 6 (of electric- 
ity) of the sort caused by deficiency of elec- 
trons: а ~ charge. 7 (photography) showing 
light and shadows as in nature, not reversed 
(as in a negative). 8 (gram) (of adjectives and 
adverbs) of the simple form, not the compara- 
tive or superlative. 9 (med) showing presence 
of a disease, etc: the blood tests were ~. ап [С] 
1 positive degree, adjective, quantity, etc. 2 
positive photograph. 

positive sign, the sign +. 

posi-tive-ly adv definitely; certainly. 

ро$-5е$$ /po'zes/ vt 1 own, have: ~ nothing; 
lose all that one ~es. 2 occupy (the mind); 
dominate: What ~ed you to do that? What 
influenced or caused you to do that? 
pos-ses-sor /-sa(r)/ и [С] owner. 

pos-ses-sion /po'zefn/ п 1 [U] possessing; 
ownership: How did it come into your ~? How 
did you get ~ of it? The information in my ~ is 
strictly confidential. Is she in full ~ of her 
senses? Is she sane? © also point'(5). 2 [С] 
(often р/) property: lose all one’s ~s. 

pos-sess-ive /po'zesiv/ adj 1 of possession 
or ownership: She has a ~ nature, is eager to 
own things or wants the whole of (someone’s) 
love or attention. 2 (gram) showing posses- 
sion. 

possessive adjective, eg my, your, her, its. 
possessive case, (of nouns) eg Tom’s, the 
boy’s, the boys’. 

possessive pronoun, eg yours, his, theirs. 

pos:si-bil-ity /,poso'bilati/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [U] 


possible /postpone 


state, degree, of being possible: /5 there any/ 
much ~ of your getting to London this week? 
Help is still within the bounds of ~, is possible. 
2 [С] something that is possible: / see great 
possibilities for this scheme. 

poss-ible /'ppsobl/ adj 1 that can be done; 
that can exist or happen: Come as quickly as 
~. Frost is ~, though not probable. 2 that is 
reasonable or satisfactory: He is the only ~ 
man for the position. a п [С] possible(2) per- 
son or thing. 

poss-ibly /-abli/ adv (a) (used to emphasise 
effort, etc): / will come as soon as I possibly can. 
(b) perhaps: ‘Will the manager put your salary 
up? —‘ Possibly. 

post’ /poust/ п [С] 1 place where a soldier is 
on duty: The sentries are all at their ~s. 2 place 
occupied by soldiers, esp a frontier fort; the 
soldiers there. г> outpost. 3 position or ap- 
pointment; job: be given the ~ as general ma- 
nager. п vt 1 send to a post(1,2): ~ an officer 
10 a unit; be ~ed at the gates. 2 be appointed, 
appoint to a job (overseas): be ~ed to Brussels. 

post? /poust/ п [С] (mil) bugle-call sounded at 
sunset: the first/last ~. (Note: the last ~ is also 
sounded at military funerals.) 

post? /poust/n[C]1 (GB) (US = mail) public 
corporation which transports and delivers let- 
ters, parcels, etc; one collection of letters, 
parcels, etc; one delivery or distribution of let- 
ters, etc: J will send you the book by ~. Please 
reply by return of ~, in the next collection. 2 
box (into which letters are dropped for collec- 
tion): take letters to the ~. 3 letters, parcel, etc 
posted: Has the ~ arrived yet? 4 (formerly) 
one of a number of men placed with horses at 
intervals, the duty of each being to ride with 
letters, etc to the next stage. 

'ipost-box, = post(2). 

'post-card, oblong card (usually with a pic- 
ture on one side) used for sending short mes- 
sages. 

'post-code, (US = zipcode) group of letters 
and numbers, written on the envelope, used to 
make the sorting and delivery of mail easier 
(by use of acomputer). 

ipost-'free adj, adv carried free of charge by 
post, or with postage prepaid. 

'post-man /-тэп/, (US = mailman) man ет- 
ployed to deliver letters, etc. 

'post-mark, official mark stamped on let- 
ters, cancelling postage stamp(s) and giving 
the place, date, and time of collection. с vt 
mark (an envelope, etc) with this. 
'ipost-master/mistress, official in charge 
of a post office. 

‘post office, building, etc where postal busi- 
ness is carried on, together with the telegrams 
and telephones, payment of state pensions, 
etc. 

‘post office box, (abbr PO Box) num- 
bered box in a post office-where letters are 
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kept for collection by an individual or com- 
pany. 
ipost-'paid adj, adv with postage already 
paid. 

post‘ /poust/ vi,vi1 (US = mail) put (letters, 
etc) into a post box or take (them) to a post of- 
fice to be forwarded. 2 (formerly) travel by 
stages, using relays of horses: ~ from London 
to Bristol. 3 keep sb posted, (fig) keep him 
supplied with information. 
ipost-'haste adv with great speed. 

post? /poust/ и [С] upright piece of wood, 
metal, etc supporting or marking something: 
'gate~s; the 'starting-/'winning-~, marking 
the starting and finishing points in a race. > 
lamp-post. с у! 1 display in a public place by 
means of a paper, placard, etc: The announce- 
ment was ~ed up on the wall of the town hall. 2 
make known by means of a posted notice: a 
ship ~ed as missing. 

post- /poust/ prefix after: postscript. 

post-age /'poustid3/ п [9] payment for the 
carrying of letters, etc: What is the ~ for an 
air-letter? 
‘postage stamp, stamp (to be) stuck on let- 
ters, etc showing the amount of postage paid. 
postal /'poustl/ adj of the post?(1):'~ rates; 
'~ workers; a~ vote, sent by post to decide a 
ballot. 
‘postal order, written form for money (to 
be) cashed at a post office. 

post-date /,poust'deit/ vt 1 put (on a letter, 
cheque, etc) a date later than the date of writ- 
ing. 2 give to (an event) a date later than its ac- 
tual date. 

poster /'pousta(r)/ и [С] 1 placard displayed 
in a public place (announcing or advertising 
something). 2 large printed picture, eg of a 
pop star. 

pos-ter-ior /po'stiorio(r)/ adj 1 later in time 
or order. © prior’. 2 placed behind; at the 
back. 

pos-ter-ity /pp'sterati/ п [U] 1 person’s des- 
cendants (his children, their children, etc). 2 
future generations: We should each plant a tree 
for ~. 

post-gradu.-ate /,poust'gredzuat/ adj (of 
studies, etc) done after taking a first academic 
degree. о и [С] person engaged in such studies. 

post-hum-ous /'ppstfumes/ adj 1 (of a 
child) born after the death of its father. 2 com- 
ing or happening after death: ~ fame. 
post-hum-ous-ly adv 

post mer-idiem /|,poust mo'ridiom/ adv 
(abbr pm which is more usual) after midday. 

post-mor-tem /,poust 'mo:tam/ и [С], adj 
(medical examination) made after death: A ~ 
showed that the man had been poisoned. 2 
(informal) review of an event, etc in the past. 

post-pone /pou'spaun/ уг change to a later 
time: ~ a meeting. 
post-pone-ment 7 [C,U] 
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post-script /'pouskript/ п [С] (abbr PS) 
sentence(s) added (to a letter) after the 
signature. 

pos-tu-lant /'ppstjulont US: -tfu-/ п [С] 
candidate for admission to a religious order. 
> novice. 

pos-tu-late /'ppstjuleit US: -tfu-/ vt put for- 
ward, defend, as a necessary fact, as a basis for 
reasoning. ол [С] something (that may be) 
considered undeniably true. 

pos-ture /'ppstfa(r)/ п [С] 1 attitude of, way 
of holding, the body: Good ~ helps you to keep 
well. 2 attitude: Will the Government alter its 
~ over aid to the railways? о vt,vi 1 put or ar- 
range in a position: ~ a model. 2 be vain, etc: 
She was posturing before a tall mirror (pose 1s 
more usual). 

posy /'psuzi/ п [С] (pi -ies) small bunch of cut 
flowers. 

pot! /pot/[C] 1 round vessel of earthenware, 
metal or glass, for holding liquids or solids, 
for cooking things in, etc; contents of such a 
vessel: а 'tean/'coffee-~/'flower-~. 2 
(phrases and proverbs) go to pot, (s/) be 
ruined or (mentally) destroyed. take pot 
luck, whatever is available (without choice). 
the pot calling the kettle black, the ac- 
cuser having the same fault as the accused. 3 
(informal) large sum: make a ~/~s of money. 
4 (s/) marijuana. 
jpot-'bellied adj (of a person) having a large, 
round belly. 
'pot-boiler, book, picture, etc produced 
quickly to earn money. 
'pot-bound, (of a plant) having roots that 
have filled its pot. 
'pot-head, (s/) habitual user of marijuana. 
'pot-hole, (a) hole in a road made by rain 
and traffic. (b) deep cylindrical hole worn in 
rock (eg in limestone caves) by water. 
'pot-holer, person who explores potholes in 
caves. 
jot luck, > 2 above. 
'pot plant, one grown (indoors) in a pot. 
pot roast, beef, etc browned in a pot and 
cooked slowly with very little water. 
'pot-shot, shot aimed at a bird or animal 
that is near, so that careful aim is not needed. 

pot? /pot/ vz,vi (-tt-) 1 put (meat, fish paste, 
etc) in a glass jar to preserve it: ~/ed shrimps. 
2 plant in a flower-pot. 3 (informal) put (a 
baby) ona potty. 

po-tass-ium /po'tesiom/ n [U] (symbol К) 
soft, shining, white metallic element. 

po-tato /po'teitou/ п [C,U] (p/ ~es) plant 
with rounded white tubers eaten as a veg- 
etable; one of the tubers: baked ~es. May I 
have some more ~? & sweet potato. 

po-tency /'poutonsi/ и [U] (formal) strength 
(eg of drugs, etc.) 

po-tent § /'pavtont/ adj (of arguments, 
charms, drugs, etc) powerful. 


postscript/ pound 


po-tent-ly adv 

po-ten-tial /рэцепЙ/ adj that can or may 
come into existence or action: ~ wealth; the~ 
sales of anew Боок. оп] [С] possibility. 2 [U] 
what a person or thing is capable of: He//t 
hasn’tmuch~. 
po-ten-ti-ally /-fali/ аду: а ~ly rich country, 
eg one with rich but undeveloped natural re- 
sources. 

po-ten-ti-al-ity /po,tenfi'zloti/ я [С] (p/ -ies) 
power or quality which is possible, and needs 
development: a country with great potentiali- 
ties (potential is more usual). 

po-tion /'paufn/ n [С] dose of liquid medi- 
cine, poison, etc. 

potted /'pptid/ adj 1 © рог. 2 (of a book, 
etc) inadequately abridged: a ~ version of a 
classical novel. 

рот-4е!г' § /'poto(r)/ (US also put-ter 
/‘pata(r)/) vi,vt 1 move about from one little 
job to anther: ~ing about in the garden. 2 
waste (time) in this way: ~ away a whole after- 
noon. 

pot-ter? /'ppta(r)/ и [С] maker of (clay, stone, 
etc) pots. 
potter’s wheel, horizontal revolving disc 
on which pots are shaped. 
pot-tery 7 (p/-ies) (a) [U] earthenware; pots. 
(b) С] potter’s workshop. 

potty’ /'ppti/ adj (-ier, -iest) (GB informal) 1 
unimportant; insignificant: ~ /ittle jobs. 2 (of 
a person) mad. 3 (of a person) in love with: 
He’s ~ about his new girlfriend. 

potty? /роц/ п [С] (р/ -ies) child’s chamber- 
pot. 

pouch /paotf/[C]1 small bag carried in the 
pocket (a to'bacco-~) or fastened to the belt. 2 
formation like a bag, eg that in which a female 
kangaroo carries her young. а у! put into a 
pouch. 

pouf, pouffe /pu:f/ п [С] large cushion, 
used as a seat. 

poul.-tice /'poultis/ п [С] soft heated mass of 
eg linseed, mustard, spread on acloth, and put 
on the skin to relieve pain, etc. о vf put a poul- 
tice on. 

poul-try /'poaoltri/ я (collective) 1 (used witha 
pl verb) hens, ducks, geese, etc: The ~ are be- 
ing fed. 2 (used with a sing verb) these con- 
sidered as food: Pw will be expensive next 
year. 

pounce /paons/ vi 1 make a sudden attack 
(downward) or swoop on: The hawk ~d on its 
prey. 2 (fig) seize: He ~d at the first chance of a 
holiday. о п [С] such an attack. 

pound! /paund/ п [С] 1 unit of weight, 16 
ounces avoirdupois, 12 ounces troy. 2 British 
unit of money: five ~s, written £5; a five-~ 
note, banknote for £5. 3 monetary unit of vari- 
ous other countries, esp former British depen- 
dences, and Israel. 

pound? /paund/ и [С] (modern use) place 


pound / practice 


where stray dogs and cats, and motor-vehicles 
left in unauthorized places, are kept until 
claimed. 

pound? /paund/ vt,vi 1 strike heavily and 
repeatedly: Someone was ~ing at the door with 
his fist. She could feel her heart ~ing as she fin- 
ished the 100 metres race. 2 crush to powder; 
break to pieces: ~ crystals in a mortar; a ship 
~ing|being ~ed to pieces on the rocks. 3 ride, 
run, walk, heavily: He ~ed along the road. 

-pounder /'paunda(r)/ suffix 1 weighing so 
many pounds: a three-~, eg a fish. 2 gun that 
fires a shot of so many pounds: an eighteen-~. 

pour /po:(r)/ vt,vi 1 cause (a liquid or a sub- 
stance like a liquid) to flow in a continuous 
stream: P~ yourself another cup of tea. The 
sweat was ~ing off him. 2 (fig) flow in a con- 
tinuous stream: Tourists ~ into London during 
the summer months. The crowds were ~ing out 
of the football ground. Letters of complaint 
~ed in. 3 (of rain) come down heavily: The 
rain ~ed down. 4 tell, describe, in a long 
speech: He ~ed out his story of the road crash. 

pout /pavt/ vt,vi push out the lips (as a sign of 
displeasure). си [С] such an act. 

pov-erty /'ppvati/[U] 1 state of being poor: 
live т ~~. 2 state of being low in quality: an es- 
say which shows ~ of ideas. 
‘poverty-stricken adj affected by poverty: 
~-stricken'homes. 

pow-der /'pauda(r)/ п [СУ] (kind of) sub- 
stance that has been crushed, rubbed or worn 
to dust, for use on the skin ('face-~), for clean- 
ing things ('soap-~), or for cooking ('baking- 
~). & gunpowder. с уг, уг use face-powder or 
talcum-powder. 
powder-'blue, pale blue (colour). 
'powder-puff, soft pad used for applying 
face-powder to the skin. 


‘powder-room, (esp US) ladies’ cloakroom 


in an hotel, restaurant, cinema, etc with 
wash-basins and lavatories. 

pow:-dered adj reduced to powder: ~ed 
milk leggs. 

power /'pava(r)/ п 1 [U] (in living things, рег- 
sons) ability to do or act: И is not within|It is 
beyond|It is outside my ~ to help you, Гат un- 
able to do so. / will do everything in my ~ to 
help. 2 (pl) faculty of the body or mind: His ~s 
are failing, He is becoming weak. He’s a man 
of great intellectual ~s. 3 [U] strength; force: 
the ~ of a blow. 4 [Ц] energy or force that can 
be used to do work: electric ~. © horse 
power. 5 [U] right; control; authority: the ~ 
of the law; the ~ of Congress. have power 
over sb, be in authority, control. in power, 
(of a ministry or political party) in office. 6 [C] 
right possessed by, or granted to, a person or 
group of persons: The President has exceeded 
his ~s, has done more than he has authority to 
до. 7 [С] person or organization having great 
authority or influence: /5 the press а great ~ in 
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your country? 8 [С] State having great author- 
ity and influence in international affairs. 9 [C] 
(maths) result obtained by multiplying a num- 
ber or quantity by itself a certain number of 
times: the second, third, fourth, etc ~ of x (= 
x?, хз, x*, etc); the fourth ~ of 3(=3 x 3 x 3 
x 3 = 81). 10 [U] capacity to magnify: the ~ 
of а liens; a telescope of high ~. 11 [U] (infor- 
mal) large number or amount: This beer does 
mea~ of good. 
tpower-boat, motorboat (esp one used for 
racing or towing water-skiers). 
'ipower-house/-station, building where 
electric power is generated for distribution. 
'ipower-point, socket on a wall, etc for a 
plug to connect an electric circuit. 
power politics, diplomacy backed by 
force. 
pow-ered adj (a) having, able to exert or 
produce, mechanical energy: a high-~ed car. 
(b) (fig) having great energy: a high-~ed 
salesman. 

power-ful /'pavofl/ adj having or producing 
great power: a~ enemy, а ^^ drug. 
power-fully /-fali/ adv 

power-less /'pauolis/ adj without power; 
unable: be ~ to resist. | 
power-less-ly adv 

prac-ti-cable /'prektikabl/ adj that can be 
done or used or put into practice: ideas that 
arenot~. 
prac-ti-cably /-abli/ adv 

prac-ti-cal /'prektikl/ adj 1 concerned with 
practice (contrasted with theory): a 
suggestion|proposal with little ~ value. 2 (of 
persons, their character, etc) clever at and lik- 
ing doing and making things: а ~ husband/ 
mind. 3 doing well what it 1s intended to do: 
Your invention is clever, but not very ~. 
practical ‘joke, trick in which a person 
does something or has something done to him, 
so that he appears ridiculous. 
prac-ti-cally /-kli/ adv (a) in a practical 
manner. (b) almost: We’ve had ~ly по sun- 
shine this month. 
prac-ti-cal-ity /,prekti'kzloti/ п [С] (pl -ies): 
Let’s get down to ~wities, to considering the 
things to be done. 

prac-tice (US also prac-tise) /'prektis/1 
[U] performance; the doing of something 
(contrasted with theory): put a plan into ~, do 
what has been planned. The idea would never 
work in ~, may seem good theoretically, but 
would be useless if carried out. 2 [C] some- 
thing done regularly: the ~ of closing shops on 
Sundays. make a practice of (sth), do it 
habitually: boys who make а ~ of cheating at 
examinations. 3 [U] frequent or systematic 
repetition, repeated exercise: Piano-playing 
needs a lot of ~. It takes years of ~ to become 
an expert. in/out of practice, having/not 
having given enough time recently to practice. 


491 


4 [0] work of a doctor or lawyer; [С] (number 
of) persons who regularly consult a doctor or 
lawyer: a doctor with a large ~. г> general 
practitioner. 

prac-tise (US also prac-tice) /'prektis/ 
vt,vi 1 do something repeatedly or regularly in 
order to become skilful: ~ the piano; ~ two 
hours every day. 2 make a habit of: ~ getting 
up early. practise what one preaches, 
make a habit of doing what one advises others 
to do. 3 be employed in (a profession, etc): ~ 
medicine] the law, work as а doctor/lawyer. 
prac-tised (US also -ticed) adj skilled; hav- 
ing had much practice. 

prac-ti-tioner /prek'tifana(r)/ и [С] 1 one 
who practices a skill or art. 2 professional 
man, esp in medicine and the law. © general 
practitioner. 

prag-matic /preg'metik/ adj concerned 
with practical results, reasons and values. 
prag-mati-cally /-kli/ adv | 

prag-ma-tism /'pregmotizam/ и [U] philo- 
sophical belief that the truth or value of a 
theory depends on its practical use. 
prag-ma-tist /-tist/ п [С] believer in prag- 
matism. 

prairie /'preari/ п [С] wide area of level land 
with grass but no trees, esp in М America. > 
pampas, savanna. 

praise /preiz/ vt 1 say that one admires or ap- 
proves: ~ aman for his courage|the meal as the 
best of its kind. 2 give honour and glory to 
(God). on[U]1 act of praising: His heroism is 
worthy of great ~|is beyond (= too great for) 
~.2 worship; glory: P~ be to God. 
‘praise-worthy adj deserving praise. 

pram /prem/ л [С] (GB) (abbr for, and the 
usual word for) perambulator. 

prance /pra:ns US: prens/ vi 1 (of a horse) 
move forwards jerkily, by raising the forelegs 
and jumping from the hind legs. 2 (fig) move 
in an arrogant manner; dance or jump happily 
and gaily. ол [С] prancing movement. 

prank /prenk/ и [С] playful or mischievous 
trick: play ~s on her. 

prattle /'pretl/ vi talk in a simple, childish 
way. оп [0] such talk; gossip. 

prawn /pro:n/ n [С] edible shellfish like a 
large shrimp. о vi fish for prawns: go ~ing. 

pray /рге!/ vf,vi commune with God; offer 
thanks, make requests known: ~ to God for 
help. They knelt down and ~ed. 

prayer /ргеэ(г)/ n 1 [U] act of praying to 
God: He knelt down in ~. 2[U] form of church 
worship: Morning/Evening P~. 3 [С] form of 
words used in praying: the Lords P~. 
'‘prayer-book, containing prayers for use in 
church services, etc. 
'‘prayer-rug/-mat, small rug used by Mus- 
lims to kneel on when they pray. 
'prayer-wheel, revolving cylinder inscribed 
with or containing prayers, used by the Budd- 


practise / precious 


hists of Tibet. 

pre- /pri:, pre-/ prefix before; beforehand: 
pre-war; premature. 

preach /pri:t!/ vt,vi1 deliver (a sermon); give 
a talk (in church) about religion or morals: ~ 
the gospel; ~ Buddhism. 2 give moral advice 
(to): The headmaster was ~ing to his boys 
about being lazy. > practise(2). 3 urge; re- 
commend (as right or desirable): The Dictator 
~ed war as a means of making the country 
great. 
preacher, one who delivers sermons. 

pre-amble /pri:'emb!/ и [С] introduction or 
preliminary statement (esp to a formal docu- 
ment). 

pre-arrange /|,pri:a'reind3/ vf arrange in ad- 
vance. 
pre-arrange-mentn([C,U] 

pre-cari-ous /pri'keorias/ adj (formal) un- 
certain; unsafe; depending on chance: make a 
~ living as an author. 
pre-cari-ous-ly adv 

pre-cast /ри:Ка:5{ US: -'kest/ adj (of 
concrete) in blocks ready for use in building. 

pre-caution /pri‘ko:{n/ 1 [U] care taken in 
advance to avoid a risk. 2 [C] instance of this: 
take anumbrellaasa~. 
pre-cau-tion-ary /,pri‘ko:{nari US: -neri/ adj 

pre-cede /pri'si:d/ vt,vicome or go before (in 
time, place or order): The singer who is preced- 
ing the pop group in the programme is very 
good. 
pre-ced-ing adj existing or coming before. 

pre-ced-ence /'presidans/ п [U] (formal) 
(right to a) priority, or to a senior place. 
have/take precedence (over), must be 
considered first. 

pre-ced-ent /'presidant/ и [С] (formal) earli- 
er happening, decision, etc as an example or 
rule for what comes later: set/create/establish 
an. 

pre-cen-tor /pri'senta(r)/ и [С] (in English 
cathedrals) member of the clergy in general 
control of the singing. 

pre-cept /'pri:sept/ п (formal) 1 [0] moral in- 
struction: Example is better than ~. 8 [С] rule 
or guide, esp for behaviour. 

pre-cinct /'pri:sinkt/ п [С] 1 space enclosed 
by outer walls or boundaries, esp of a cathed- 
ral or church: within the sacred ~s. 2 (US) 
subdivision of a county or city or ward: an 
е|еспоп ~, а po'lice ~. 3 (pl) neighbourhood 
(of a town). 4 boundary: within the city ~s. 5 
(modern use) area (of a town) for a particular 
use: a'shopping ~, for shops only. 

pre-cious /'prefas/ adj 1 of great value and 
beauty: my ~ possessions. 2 highly valued; 
dear: Her children are very ~ to her. в ady (in- 
formal) very: I have ~ little (= hardly any) 
money left. 
precious 'metal, gold, platinum. 
;precious 'stone, diamond, ruby, etc. 


precipice / predominate 


preci-pice /'presipis/ n [С] perpendicular or 
very steep face of a rock, cliff or mountain. 

pre-cipi-tate /pro'sipiteit/ vt 1 (formal) 
throw or send violently down from a height. 2 
cause (an event) to happen suddenly, quickly, 
or in haste: ~ a crisis. 3 (chem) separate (solid 
matter) from a solution. 4 condense (vapour) 
into drops which fall as rain, dew, etc. оп [С] 
that which 1$ precipitated(3,4). о adj 
/pra'sipitat/ (doing things, done) without 
enough thought. 
pre-cipi-tate-ly adv 

pre-cipi-ta-tion /pro,sipi'tei{n/ и 1 [С] (esp) 
fall of rain, sleet, snow or hail; amount of this: 
the annual ~ in Scotland. 2 [U] being hurried: 
act with ~, without enough thought or con- 
sideration of the consequences. 3 act of ргес!- 
pitating. 

pre-cipti-tous /pro'sipitas/ adj (formal) very 
steep. 

pré-cis /'preisi: US: prei'si:/ п [С] (р/ un- 
changed in spelling but with usual change in 
pronunciation to /-si:z/) restatement in short- 
ened form of the chief ideas, points, etc of a 
speech or piece of writing. с vt make a précis 
of. 

pre-cise /pri'sais/ adj 1 exact; correctly and 
clearly stated; free from error: ~ measure- 
ments; at the ~ moment when she sat down. 2 
taking care to be exact, not to make errors: a 
very ~ man. 3 too careful, fussy, about details: 
prim and ~ in his manner. 
pre-cise-ly adv (a) exactly: at 2 o'clock ~ly. 
(b) (used as a response) I agree. 

pre-ci-sion /pri'sizn/ и [U] accuracy; free- 
dom from error: (used as an adjective) ~ 
instrument/tool, used in technical work, very 
precise (for measuring, etc). 

pre-clude /pri'klu:d/ vt (formal) prevent; 
make impossible: ~ all doubts. 
pre-clu-sion /pri'klu:3n/n[U] 

pre-co-cious /pri'koufas/ adj 1 (of a рег- 
son) having developed intelligence earlier 
than is normal. 2 (of actions, knowledge, etc) 
showing such development. 
pre-co-cious-ly adv 

pre-con-ceive /|,pri:kon'si:v/ уг form (ideas, 
opinions) in advance (before getting know- 
ledge or experience): visit a foreign country 
with ~d ideas. 
pre-con.-cep-tion | ,pri:kan'sepfn/ п [С] pre- 
conceived idea, opinion. 

pre-cur-sor /,pri:'ks:so(r)/ п [С] (formal) 
person or thing coming before, as a sign of 
what is to follow. 
pre-cur-sory /-sori/ adj (formal) preliminary; 
anticipating. 

pred.-ator /'predota(r)/ п [С] predatory ani- 
mal. 

preda-tory /'predotor: US: -to:ni/ adj (for- 
mal) 1 of plundering and robbery: ~ tribes- 
men. 2 (of animals) preying on others. 
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pre-de-ces:sor /'pri:diseso(r) US: 'predi-/:n 
{C] 1 former holder of any office or position: / 
was Mr Green’s ~ on the Board. 2 thing to 
which another has succeeded: /s the new pro- 
posal any better than its ~? 

pre-des-ti-na-tion /pri:,desti'neifn/[U]1 
theory or doctrine that God has decreed from 
eternity that part of mankind shall have eter- 
nal life and part eternal punishment. 2 des- 
tiny; doctrine that God has decreed every- 
thing that comes to pass. 

pre-des-tine /pri:'destin/ vt 1 (often passive) 
(of God, fate) decide, ordain, beforehand. 2 
decide or make inevitable: /t was as if he was 
~d to succeed. 

pre-de-ter-mine / pri:di'ts:min/ vt (formal) 
1 decide in advance: Does social class ~ a 
man’s career? 2 persuade or force a person in 
advance to do something: Did an unhappy 
childhood ~ him to behave as he did? 

pre-dica-ment /pri'dikomont/ и [С] un- 
pleasant situation from which escape seems 
difficult: be т anawkward~. 

predi-cate’ /'predikot/ и [С] (gram) part ofa 
statement which says something about the 
subject, eg ‘is shor?’ in ‘Life is short’. 

predi-cate? /'predikeit/ vt (formal) 1 declare 
to be true or real: ~ a motive to be good. 2 
make necessary as a consequence: These poli- 
cies were ~d by Britain’s decision to join the 
Common Market. 

predi-cat-ive /pri'dikotiv US: 'predikeit-/ 
adj (gram) (of an adjective or noun) forming 
part or the whole of the predicate. 
predicative adjective, one used in the 
predicate, eg asleep, alive. 

pre-dict /pri'dikt/ уг say, tell, in advance: ~ a 
good harvest/that there will be an earthquake. 
pre-dict-able /-эЫ/ adj that can be рге- 
dicted. 
pre-dic-tion /pri'dikfn/ n [Ч] predicting; [С] 
something predicted. 

pre-dis-pose /|,pri:di'spouz/ vt (formal) 
cause (somebody) to be interested, liable, etc 
before the event: His early training ~d him to 
travel widely. 

pre-dis-posi-tion |,pri:dispa'zifn/ п [С] 
(formal) state of mind or body favourable to: a 
~ to arthritis|to going on safari. 

pre-domi-nance /pri'dpminens/ и [U] 
superiority in strength, numbers, etc; state of 
being predominant. 

pre-domi-nant /pri'dominont/ adj (formal) 
having more power, attraction or influence 
than others: Her ~ characteristic 15 her 
friendliness. 
pre-domi-nant-ly adv for the most part: a 
~ly brown-eyed race. 

pre-domi-nate /pri'domineit/ vi (formal) 
have control (over); be superior in numbers, 
strength, influence, etc: a forest in which oak-. 
trees~. ; 


493 


pre-emi-nence /pri:'eminons/ п [9] (for- 
mal) being best. 

pre-emi-nent //pri:'eminont/ adj (formal) 
best of all: ~ above all his rivals. ~ 
pre-emi-nent-ly adv 

pre-empt /pri:'empt/ vt (formal) 1 obtain by 
pre-emption(a). 2 (US) occupy (public land) 
so as to have the right of pre-emption. 3 take 
for oneself (and exclude others). 
pre-emp-tion /pri:'empfn/n[U] (formal) (a) 
purchase by one person, etc before others are 
offered the chance to buy; right to purchase т 
this way. (b) pre-empting(2). 
pre-emp-tive /-tiv/ adj done before another 
has achance to act: a ~ive attack. 

preen /pri:n/ vt 1 (of a bird) clean, tidy, (its 
feathers) with its beak. 2 (fig) (of a person) 
tidy (oneself). 

pre-exist /,pri: ig'zist/ vi 1 exist beforehand. 
2 live a life before this life. 
pre-exist-ence /-ans/, life of the soul before 
entering its present body or this world. 

pre-fab-ri-cate /pri:'febrikeit/ vt manufac- 
ture the parts, eg roofs, walls, of a building for 
putting together on the site: ~d houses. 
pre-fab-ri-ca-tion /,pri:,febri'keifn/ п [U] 

pref-ace /'prefis/ п [С] author’s explanatory 
remarks at the beginning of a book. с vt pro- 
vide with a preface; begin (a talk, etc with...): 
He ~d his remarks with some sharp knocks on 
the table. 
prefa-tory /'prefatari US. -to:r1/ adj: after a 
few prefatory remarks. 

prefect /'pri:fekt/ п [С] 1 (in some English 
schools) one of a number of senior pupils 
given responsibility, eg for keeping order. 2 
(in France) title of the chief administrative of- 
ficer of a department; head of the Paris police. 

pre-fer /pri'fs:(r)/ vt (-rr-) 1 choose (from 
several); like better: Which would you~, tea or 
coffee? I~ walking to cycling. 2 put forward: 
~ charges against a motorist, ie accuse him of 
a motoring offence. 
pre-fer-able /'prefarabl/ adj superior: an idea 
~ to his. (Note: not used with more.) 
pre-fer-ably /-abli/ adv 

pref-er-ence /'preferons/ и 1 [C,U] act of 
preferring: have a~ for modern jazz. 2 [С] that 
which is preferred: What are your ~s? 3 [U] 
the favouring of one person, country, etc more 
than another; [C] instance of this. 

pref-er-en-tial /,prefo'renfl/ udj of, giving, 
receiving, preference (esp 3): get ~ treatment. 

pre-fix /'pri:fiks/ и [С] 1 word or syllable, eg 
pre-, co-, placed in front of a word to add to or 
change its meaning. 2 word used before a per- 
son’s name, eg Mr, Dr. с vt /pri:'fiks/ add a 
prefix to or in front of. 

preg-nancy /'pregnonsi/ и [U] the state of 
being pregnant (both senses); [C] (p/ -ies) 
instance of this. 

preg-nant /'pregnont/ adj 1 (of a woman or 


pre-eminence / premise 


female animal) having in the uterus offspring 
in a stage of development before birth. 2 (fig) 
(of words, actions) significant: words ~ with 
meaning; a~ pause ina play. 

pre-hen-sile /pri:'hensail/ adj (of a foot or 
tail, eg a monkey’s) able to seize and hold. 

pre-his-toric /,pri:hi'storik US: -to:rik/ 
(also -tori-cal /-К!/) adj of the time before 
recorded history. 
pre-his-tory /pri:'histori/n[U] 

pre-judge /|,pri:'d3ad3/ vt make a decision, 
form an opinion, about a person, cause, ac- 
tion, etc before hearing the evidence, making a 
proper inquiry, etc. 
pre-judge-mentz[C,U] 

preju-dice /'predzudis/ 11 [U] opinion, like 
or dislike, formed before one has adequate 
knowledge or experience; [C] instance of this: 
racial ~, against members of other races. 2 
[U] (legal) injury that may or does arise from 
some action or judgement. с vf 1 cause a рег- 
son to have a prejudice(1). 2 injure or weaken 
(a person’s interests, etc): He ~d his claim by 
asking too much. 
preju-di-cial /,predzu'difl/ adj causing pre- 
judice or injury. 

prel-ate /'prelot/ и [С] bishop or other 
churchman of equal or higher rank. 

pre-limi-nary /pri'liminer US: -пеп/ adj 
coming first and preparing for what follows: a 
~ examination; after a few ~ remarks. оп [С] 
(pi -ies) (usually p/) preliminary actions, 
measures, etc. 

prel-ude /'prelju:d/ и [С] 1 action, event, etc 
that serves as an introduction to (another). 2 
(music) introductory movement (eg as part of 
a Suite). с vt serve as, be, a prelude to. 

pre-mart-tal /,pri:'mezritl/ adj before mar- 
riage. 

pre-ma-ture /'prematfa(r) US: 'pri:matuar/ 
adj done, happening, doing something, before 
the right or usual time: ~ birth. 
pre-ma-ture-ly adv: act ~ly. 

pre-medi-tate /pri:'mediteit/ уг consider, 
plan, (something) in advance: a~d murder. 
pre-medi-ta-tion /,pri:,medi'teifn/[U] 

pre-mier /'premia(r) US: 'pri:-/ adj first in 
position, importance, etc. си [С] prime minis- 
ter; head of the government. 
pre-mier-ship /-Пр/и [С] 

pre-miére /'premiea(r) US: pri'mior/ и [С] 
first performance of a play or ('film-~) first 
public showing of a cinema film. 

prem-ise, prem-iss /'premis/ и [С] 1 
statement on which reasoning is based. 2 (p/) 
house or building with its sheds, land, etc: 
'business ~s, the building(s), offices, etc where 
a business is carried on. 3 (p/) details of 
property, names of persons, etc in the first 
part of a legal agreement. о vt make a State- 
ment (that) or a statement of (fact) by way of 
introduction. 


premium / present 


pre-mium /'pri:miom/ и [С] (pl ~s) 1 
amount or instalment paid for an insurance 
policy. 2 reward (the usual word): a ~ for 
good conduct. 3 addition to ordinary charges, 
renit, etc: He had to pay the agent а ~ before he 
could rent the house. 4 fee (to be) paid by a pu- 
pil to a professional man, eg an accountant or 
architect, for instruction and training. 

pre-mon.-.ition /,premoa'nifn/ п [С] feeling of 
uneasiness considered as a warning (of ap- 
proaching danger, etc): have a strong ~ of 
failure. 
pre-moni-tory /pri'monitoari US: -to:ri/ adj 

pre-natal /pri:'neitl/ adj before birth. 

pre-oc-cu-pa-tion /|,pri:okju'peifn/ п [9] 
state of mind in which something takes up alla 
person’s thoughts; [C] the subject, etc that 
takes up all his thoughts: His greatest ~ was 
saving money for a holiday in Europe. 

pre-oc-cupy /pri:'pkjupai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 
take all the attention of a person so that atten- 
tion is not given to other matters: preoccupied 
with thoughts of a holiday. 

pre-or-dain |,pri:o:'dein/ vt determine in 
advance. 

pre-pack-agedé /pri: 'pekid3d/ (also pre- 
packed /pri:'pekt/) adj (of products) cut, 
wrapped, packed, before being supplied to 
shops. 

prep-ara-tion /,prepo'rei{n/ и 1 [Ч] prepar- 
ing or being prepared: The book is in ~. 2 [С] 
(usually p/) things done to get ready: ~s for 
war, make ~s for a voyage. 3 [С] kind of medi- 
cine, food, etc specially prepared: chemical 
WS. 

pre-para-tory /pri'pzratort US: -to:r1/ adj 
introductory; needed for preparing: ~ 
measures/ training. 

pre-pare /pri'pea(r)/ vt,vi 1 prepare (for), 
get or make ready: ~ a meal; ~ students for an 
examination, teach them; be ~d for anything 
to happen. 2 be prepared to, be able and 
willing to: Гт ~d to help you if you want те 10. 

pre-pay /\pri:'pei/ vt (pt,pp -paid /-'peid/) pay 
in advance: postage prepaid. 

pre-pon-der-ance /pri'pondorans/ и [9] 
(formal) greater amount, weight, etc. 

pre-pon-der.ant /pri'pondorant/ adj (for- 
mal) greater in weight, number, strength, etc. 
pre-pon-der-ant-ly adv 

prep-osi-tion /,prepo'zifn/ n [С] word or 
group of words (eg in, from, to) often placed 
before a noun or pronoun to show place, direc- 
tion, source, method, etc (marked prep in this 
dicticnary). 
prep-osi-tional /-fanl/ adj of, containing, a 
preposition. 
prepositional object, (gram) as in ‘I gave 
the money to the treasurer.’ 
prepositional phrase, (a) phrase made up 
ofa group of words acting as a preposition. eg 
in front of; on top of. (b) preposition and the 
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noun following it, eg in the night; on the beach. 

pre-pos-sess | ,pri:pa'zes/ vt (formal) give (a 
person) a feeling (about something), or an 
idea: / was ~ed by his manners, They made a 
favourable impression upon me. 
pre-pos-sess-ing adj attractive; making a 
good impression: a girl of ~ing appearance. 
pre-pos-ses-sion /,pri:po'zefn/ и [С] favour- 
able feeling experienced in advance. 

pre-pos-ter-ous /pri'ppstaras/ adj com- 
pletely unreasonable or senseless; ridiculous. 
pre-pos-ter-ous-ly adv 

pre-re-cord /|,pri:ri'ko:d/ vt record, eg a 
radio or TV programme, in advance on tape 
or record. 

pre-requi-site /,pri:'rekwizit/ п [С], adj 
(thing) required as a condition for something 
else: Three passes at ‘A’ level are а ~ for unt- 
versity entrance. 

pre-roga-tive /pri'rpgotiv/ п [С] special 
right(s) or privilege(s), esp of a ruler. 

Pres-by-ter-tan /,prezbi'tiarian/ adj (also ~ 
Church) church governed by elders, all of 
equal rank. an[C] member of this Church. 

pres-by-tery /'prezbitori US: ег n [С] (p/ 
-ieS) 1 (in а church) eastern part of the chancel 
beyond the choir; sanctuary. 2 (regional) ad- 
ministrative court of the Presbyterian Church. 
3 residence of a Roman Catholic parish priest. 

pre-scribe /pri'skraib/ vt,vi 1 advise or ord- 
er the use of: ~d textbooks, books which pu- 
pils are required to use. 2 say, with authority, 
what course of action is to be followed: penai/- 
ties ~d by the law. 

pre-scrip-tion /pri'skrip{n/ 1.1 [U] act of 
prescribing; [С] that which is prescribed. 2 
(esp) doctor’s written order or direction for 
the making up and use of a medicine; the 
medicine itself. 

pre-scrip-tive /pri'skriptiv/ adj giving ord- 
ers or directions. © descriptive. 

pres-ence /'prezns/ и [0] 1 being present in 
a place, etc: in the ~ of his friends, with his 
friends there. presence of mind, ability to 
act or decide quickly when necessary. 2 per- 
son’s way of standing, moving, etc: а man of 
noble ~. 

pres-ent’ /'preznt/ adj 1 being in this/that 
place: The Smiths were ~ at the ceremony. > 
absent'(1). 2 being discussed or dealt with; 
now being considered. 3 existing now: the ~ 
government.an1 the ~, now; the time now 
passing: the past, the ~, and the future. at 
present, now: We don’t need any more at ~. 
2 (gram) = present tense. 
present participle, (gram) verb form used 
to show the present tense, eg coming. 
(the) present tense, (gram) verb form 
showing action now, descriptions existin 
now, etc. 

pres-ent? /'preznt/ и [С] something given for 
pleasure: 'birthday ~s. 
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pre-sent? /pri'zent/ vi 1 give; offer: the clock 
that was ~ed to me when I retired. 2 introduce 
(а person, esp to a Sovereign): be ~ed at 
Court. 3 (reflex) appear; attend: ~ oneself for 
trial/for examination. 4 show; reveal: A good 
opportunity has ~ed itself for doing what you 
suggested. 5 (of a theatrical manager or com- 
pany) produce (a play); cause (an actor) to 
take part in a play: The Playhouse will ~ 
‘Hamlet next week. 6 introduce a programme 
on ТУ or radio. 

pre-sent-able /pri'zentobl/ adj fit to ap- 
pear, be shown, ш public: /s the girl he wants to 
marry ~, the sort of girl he can introduce to 
his friends and family? 


pre-sent-ably /-abli/ adv. presentably 
dressed. 
pres-en-ta-tion /,prezon'teifn US: 


ipri:zon-/ и [U] presenting or being presented; 
{C] something presented: the ~ of anew play. 

pre-sen-ti-ment /pri'zentrmont/ и [С] 
(jormal) vague feeling that something (esp 
unpleasant or undesirable) is about to hap- 
pen. 

pres-ent-ly /'prezanthi/ adv 1 soon: ГИ be 
with you ~. 2 (US) at the present time: The 
Secretary of State is ~ in Africa. 

pres-er-va-tion /,prezo'vei{n/ п [0] 1 act of 
preserving: the ~ of food/one’s health|wild life. 
2 condition of something preserved: paintings 
in a good state of ~. 

pre-serv-ative /pri'z3:vaiiv/ п [С], adj (sub- 
stance) used for preserving: This ice-cream is 
free from artificial ~s. 

pre-serve /pri'z3:v/ vt 1 keep safe from harm 
‚ ог danger: preserving old people from the lone- 
liness of old age. 2 keep from decay, risk of go- 
ing bad, etc (by pickling, making into jam, 
etc): ~ fruit. 3 keep from loss; retain (health, 
etc): ~ one’s eyesight. 4 care for and protect 
land, rivers, lakes, etc with the animals and 
fish: The fishing in this stream is strictly ~d. 5 
keep alive (a name or memory): Few of his ear- 
ly poems are ~d. о п [С] 1 (usually p/) jam (the 
usual word). 2 woods, streams, etc where ani- 
mals and fish are preserved: a'game ~. 
pre-serv-able /-abl/ adj that can be pre- 
served. 
pre-server, person or thing that preserves. 

pre-side /pri'zaid/ vi preside (at/over), 
be chairman, be the head of: The Prime Minis- 
ier ~S at meetings of the Cabinet. The city 
council is ~d over by the mayor. 

presi-dency /'prezidonsi/ и [К] (р/ -ies) 1 
the ~, the office and functions of president. 2 
term of office as a president: during the ~ of 
Lincoln. 

presi-dent /'prezidont/ п [С] 1 elected head 
of the government in the US and other 
modern republics. 2 head of some government 
departments: P~ of the Board of Trade. 3 
head of some business companies, colleges, 


present/pressing 


societies, etc. 

presi-den-tia! /,prezi'denfl/ adj of a pre- 
sident or his duties: the ~ial election. 

press’ /pres/ п [C}1 act of pressing(2): give 
something a light ~. 2 machine or apparatus 
for pressing: a 'wine-~. 3 the ~, printed 
periodicals; the newspapers generally: jour- 
nalists: The bock was favourably noticed by the 
~|had a good ~, was favourably reviewed by 
the literary critics. The liberty|/freedom of the 
~ (= The right of newspapers to report 
events, express opinions, etc freely) is a feature 
of democratic countries. 4 business for print- 
ing (and sometimes publishing) books or 
periodicals; (also 'printing-~) machine for 
printing: in the ~, being printed; go to ~, start 
printing. 5 pressure (the usual word): the ~ of 
modern life. 

ipress box, reporters’ shelter (in a stadium). 
'ipress conference, one of newspaper re- 
porters, organized by a government official, 
for a well-known person, etc who talks about 
policy, achievements, etc. 
'press-cutting/-clipping, article, etc cut 
out from a newspaper or other periodical. 
'press photographer, newspaper photo- 
grapher. 

'press-stud, device for fastening fabrics 
together, eg on clothes, by pressing a small 
metal knob into a hole. 

'press-up, exercise in which a person lies 
face down on the floor, the arms being straigh- 
tened-and bent by pressing against the floor 
with the palms of the hands to raise and lower 
the body. 

press? /pres/ vt,vi 1 push steadily against: ~ 
the trigger of a вип; ~ (down) the accelerator 
pedal (of a саг); ~ the button, eg of an electric 
bell. 2 use force or weight to get something 
smooth or flat, to get juice out of fruit, etc: ~ a 
suit/skirt, with an iron, to remove creases, etc; 
~ the juice out of an orange. 3 keep close to 
and attack: ~ home an attack, carry it out with 
determination. 4 (fig) obtain support, agree- 
ment, etc using a determined, organized ef- 
fort: ~ one’s point home in the debate. 5 make 
repeated requests: demand urgently: ~ for an 
inquiry into a question, ~ the Government for 
support. 6 be pressed for, have barely 
enough of: be ~ed for time|/money/space. 7 
push, crowd, with weight or force: crowds 
~ing against the barriers. 8 urge; insist on: ~ 
him for an answer. 9 demand action or atten- 
tion: The matter is ~ing, is urgent. 10 squeeze 
(a person’s hand, arm, etc) as a sign of affec- 
tion or sympathy: He ~ed her to his side. 11 
weigh heavily on: The new taxes ~ed down 
heavily on the people. 12 hurry, continue, ina 
determined way: ~ on with one’s work] 
journey. 

press-ing /'presin/ adj 1 urgent; requiring 
immediate attention: ~ing business. 2 (of per- 


pressure / prevaricate 


sons, their requests, etc) insistent: as you are so 
~ing. 

press-ure /'prefo(r)/ п [C,U] 1 pressing; 
(amount of) force on or against something: / 
hope that the 'tyre ~ is right. > blood pres- 
sure. 2 force or influence: He pleaded ~ of 
work and resigned his place on the committee. 
be/come under pressure, feei/be caused 
to feel forced (to act): He’s under strong ~ to 
vote with the government on this. issue. bring 
pressure to bear on/put pressure on 
$Ь (to do sth), use force or influence. 3 
something that is difficult to bear: the ~ of 
taxation. 

'pressure-cocker, airtight saucepan for 
cooking quickly with steam under pressure. 
‘pressure group, organized group, eg a 
union, which tries to use influence for the 
benefit of its members. 

press-ur-ize (also -ise) /'preforaiz/ vt 1 
maintain normal air-pressure, eg in an air- 
craft. 2 (informal) use pressure(2): She was 
~d into helping with the cooking. 

press-ur-ized (also -ised) /'prefaraizd/ adj 
(of an aircraft, a submarine, etc) built so that 
its internal air-pressure can be controlled and 
made normal. 

pres-tige /pre'sti:3/  [U] 1 respect that re- 
sults from the good reputation (of a person, 
nation, etc); power or influence coming from 
this. 2 distinction, glamour, that comes from 
achievements, success, possessions, etc: (used 
as an adjective) the ~ value of living in a 
fashionable street. 

pres-tig:ious /pre'stidzas/ adj producing 
respect, influence, etc. 

pre-stressedi /,pri:'strest/ adj (of concrete) 
strengthened by being compressed. 

pre-sum-able /pri'zju:mobl US: -'zu:-/ adj 
that may be presumed. 

pre-sum-ably /-abli/ adv: Presumably (= I 
suppose) you would agree to giving him more 
responsibility. 

pre-sume /pri'zju:m US: -'zu:m/ vt,vi sup- 
pose (to be true): Jn Britain an accused man is 
~d (to be) innocent until he is proved guilty. 
pre-sum-ing adj having, showing, a ten- 
dency to presume, to take an unfair advantage 
of. 

pre-sump-tion /pri'zampfn/ 7 1 [С] some- 
thing which seems likely although there is no 
proof: on the ~ that he was drowned. 2 [Ц] аг- 
rogance: What ~ to say that he is better than 
me! 

pre-sump-tive /pri'zamptiv/ adj based on 
presumption(1): the heir ~, person who is 
heir (to the throne, etc) until a person with a 
stronger claim is born. 

pre-sump-tu-ous /pri'zamptfues/ adj (of 
behaviour, etc) too self-confident. 
pre-sump-tu-ous-ly adv 

pre-sup-pose |, pri:so'pauz/ vt 1 assume be- 
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forehand. 2 require as a condition: Sound 
sleep ~s a peaceful mind. 

pre-sup-po-si-tion § /,pri:sapa'zifn/ п [С] 
something presupposed; [U] presupposing. 

pre-tence (US also pre-tense) /pri'tens/ п 
1 [U] pretending: under the ~ of friendship. It’s 
all ~. 2 [С] pretext or excuse; false claim ог 
reason: /t is only a ~ of friendship. false 
pretences, (legal) acts intended to deceive: 
get money by|on|under false ~s. 

pre-tend /pri'tend/ vt,vi 1 make oneself ap- 
pear (to be (doing) something), either in play 
or to deceive others: ~ to be asleep. They ~ed 
not to see us. 2 say falsely that one has (as an 
excuse ог reason, or to avoid danger, diffi- 
culty, etc): ~ sickness. 

pre-ten-der, person who has a claim (to a 
throne, etc) that not everyone agrees to. 

pre-tense /pri'tens/ > pretence. 

pre-ten-sion /pri'tenfn/ n 1 [С] (often p/) 
(statement of a) claim: He makes no ~s to 
expert knowledge of the subject. 2 [U] being 
pretentious: P~ is his worst fault. 

pre-ten-tious /pri'tenfas/ adj claiming 
(without justification) great merit or impor- 
tance: a~ student/speech; use ~ language. 
pre-ten-tious-ly adv 

pre-text /'pri:tekst/ я [С] reason that is not 
true (for an action, etc): find a ~ for refusal|l 
refusing the invitation. 

pretty /'priti/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 pleasing and 
attractive without being beautiful-or magnif- 
icent: а ~~ girl/garden|picture|piece of music. 2 
fine; good: A ~ mess you’ ve made of it! 3 (in- 
formal) large in amount or extent: a ~ big fine 
for such a minor offence. a pretty kettle of 
fish, a state of confusion. (cost) a pretty 
penny, © penny(1). с аду to a certain ex- 
tent: The situation seems ~ hopeless. Its ~ 
cold outside. pretty much, very nearly: The 
result of the ballot is ~ much what we expected. 
pretty nearly, almost: The car is new, or ~ 
nearly so. pretty well, almost: We’ ve ~ well 
finished the work. sitting pretty. (informal) 
rich; favourably placed for future develop- 
ments, etc. 

pret-tily /'pritali/ adv 

pret-ti-ness п [0] 

pre-vail /pri'veil/ vi 1 ваш victory (over); 
fight successfully (against): Truth will ~. 2 be 
generally seen, done, etc: the conditions now 
~ing in Africa. 3 persuade (a person to do): ~ 
оп[ироп a friend to lend you £10. 

pre-vail-ing adj most frequent or usual: the 
~ ing winds|fashions. 

pre-va-lence /'prevalons/ и [U] being usual: 
~ of bribery among officials. 

pre-va-lent /'prevalent/ adj (formal) com- 
mon, seen or done everywhere (at the time in 
question): /s malaria still ~ in that country? 

pre-vari-cate /pri'verikeit/ vi (formal) 
make untrue or partly untrue statements. (to 
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avoid telling the (whole) truth). 
pre-vari-ca-tion /pri,veri'keifn/ п [C,U)]. 

pre-vent /pri'vent/ vi stop or hinder: Who 
can ~ us from getting married|~ our getting 
married? 
pre-vent-able /-sbl/ adj that is able to be 
prevented. 

pre-ven-tion /pri'venfn/ n [U] act of 
preventing: P~ is better than cure. 

pre-ven-tive /pri'ventiv/ adj serving or 
designed to prevent. 
preventive custody, imprisonment of a 
person (eg before a trial) so that he may not 
commit further crimes. 
preventive detention, detention without 
trial because a person is thought likely to com- 
mit crime or (in some countries) opposes the 
government. 
preventive medicine, research into means 
of avoiding disease, illness. 

pre-view /'pri:vju:/ п [С] view of a film, play, 
etc before it is shown to the general public. с vt 
have/give a preview of. 

pre-vi-ous /'pri:vies/ adj coming earlier in 
time or order: оп а ~~ occasion. previous to, 
before. 
pre-vi-ous-ly adv 

prey /prei/ п (sing only) animal, bird, etc hunt- 
ed for food: The eagle was eating its~.0 vil 
take, hunt, as prey: hawks ~ing on small birds. 
2 steal from; plunder: Our ships were ~ed on] 
upon by pirates. 3 (of fears, etc) produce great 
trouble: anxieties/losses that ~ on my mind. 
ibeast/ bird of 'prey, one that kills and eats 
other animals, eg tigers, eagles. 

price /prais/ 1 [С] sum of money for which 
something is (to be) sold or bought: What ~ 
are you asking? put a ‘price on $Ь'$ head, 
offer a reward for his capture (dead or alive). 2 
[U] value; worth: а pearl of great ~. 3 [С] that 
which must be done, given or experienced to 
obtain or keep something: Loss of indepen- 
aence 15 a high ~ to pay for peace! с vt fix, ask 
about, the price; mark (goods) with a price. 
price oneself/one’s goods out of the 
market, (of manufacturers, producers) fix 
prices so high that orders decline or stop. => 
asking/list price. 
'iprice-control, control or fixing of prices by 
a government, manufacturers, etc. 
price war, (informal) competition between 
tradesmen by using low prices to attract buy- 
ers. 
price-less adj too valuable to be priced: 
~less paintings. 

pricey /'praisi/ adj (informal) expensive. 

prick’ /prk/ п [С] 1 small mark or hole 
caused by the act of pricking: ~s made by a 
needle. 2 pain caused by pricking: J can still 
feel the ~. a prick of conscience, mental 
uneasiness. 

prick? /prik/ vt:vi1 make a hole or a mark in 


prevent/prima 

(something) with a sharp point: ~ a blister, on 
the skin. 2 hurt, cause pain to, with a sharp 
point or points: ~ one’s finger with/on а 
needle. 3 feel sharp pain: My fingers ~. 4 

prick sth out/off, put (seedlings) in holes 
made with a pointed stick, etc. 5 (fig) cause 
uneasy feeling: His conscience ~ed him. 6 

prick up one’s ears, © ear'(1). 

prickle /'prikl/ п [С] pointed growth on the 
stem, etc of a plant, or on the skin of some ani- 
mals, eg hedgehogs. 0 vt,vi give or have a 
pricking sensation. 
prick-ly /'prikli/ adj (a) having prickles. (b) 
(informal) easily irritated or annoyed. 
prickly heat, inflammation of the sweat 
glands, marked by a prickling sensation, com- 
mon in the tropics during the hot-weather 
season. 
prickly pear, cactus covered with prickles 
and having pear-shaped fruit. 

pride /praid/ п 1 [U] feeling of satisfaction 
arising from what one has done, or from per- 
sons, things, etc one is concerned with: look 
with ~ at one’s garden. take a great/no/ 
little pride in, have some/much/no/little 
pride about: take (a) great ~ in one’s achieve- 
ments. pride of place, a position of 
superiority. 2 [U] self-respect: knowledge of 
one’s worth and character: Don’t say anything 
that may wound his ~. 3 [U] object of 
pride(1): a girl who is her mother’s ~ and joy. 
4 [U] too high an opinion of oneself, one’s 
position, possessions, etc: be puffed up with ~. 
5 the ~, prime: in the full ~ of youth. 6 [C] 
group: (esp) a~ of lions|peacocks. с vt (reflex) 
be pleased and satisfied about: He ~s himself 
on his skill as a pianist. 

priest /pri:st/ п [С] 1 clergyman of a Chris- 
tian Church, esp one who is between a deacon 
and a bishop in the Church of England or 
Roman Catholic Church. (Note. clergyman is 
usual in the Church of England, except in 
official use.) & minister for Methodist, Bap- 
tist, etc Churches. 2 (of non-Christian reli- 
gions) person trained to perform special acts 
of religion, etc. 
priest-ess /'pri:stis/, woman priest(2). 
ipriest-hood /-hud/, the whole body of 
priests of a Church: the Irish ~hood. 
priest-ly, priest-like adj of, for or like a 
priest. 

prig /prig/ и [С] (dated) person showing too 
much self-satisfaction or pride. 

prim /prim/ adj (-mer, -mest) 1 neat; formal: 
а ~ garden. 2 (of persons, their manner, 
speech, etc) showing a dislike of anything 
rough, rude, improper: a very ~ and proper old 
lady. 
рийт у adv 

prima /,pri:mo/ adj (И) first. 

‚рита ,balle'rina, leading woman perform- 

er in ballet. : 


primacy /print 
(Prima 'donna /'dono/, (a) leading woman 
Singer in opera. (b) (informal) temperamental 
and conceited person. 

pri-macy /'praimasi/ и [Ч] (esp) position of 
an archbishop. 

pri-mae-val /prai'mi:vl/ adj © primeval. 

prima facie /ргаппэ 'ferfi:/ adv, adj (Latin) 
(based) on the first impression: have ~ a good 
(legal) case. 
prima facie evidence, (/ega/) sufficient to 
prove something (unless proved wrong). 

pri-mal /'pram!/ adj (formal) 1 primeval. 2 
first in importance. 

pri-mar-ily /'praimrali US: prat'merali/ adv 
in the first place; above all. 

pri-mary /'praimori US: -mert/ adj leading in 
time, order or development: of ~ (= chief) 
importance. с п [С] (pl -ies) (US) meeting of 
electors to name candidates for an election. 
primary colour, red, blue or yellow, from 
which all other colours can be obtained by 
mixing two or more. 
‘primary school, (СВ) for children aged 5 
to9 or 11. 
primary stress, (marked ' in this diction- 
ary) strongest stress(3) used in a word. 

pri-mate’ /'praimeit/ п [С] archbishop. 

pri-mate? /'prammeit/ п [С] one of the highest 
order of mammals (including men, apes, mon- 
keys and lemurs). 

prime’ /pratm/ adj 1 chief; most important: 
his ~ motive. 2 excellent; first-rate: ~ (cuts of) 
beef. 3 fundamenial; primary. 
the Рите ‘Minister, head of the British 
Government. 
prime number, divisible only by itself and 
the number | (eg 7, 17, 41). 

prime? /praim/ 7 1 [U] state of highest perfec- 
tion; the best part: in the ~ of life. 2 [Ч] first or 
earliest part: the ~ of the year, spring. 

prime? /praim/ vi 1 get ready for use or ас- 
tion: ~ a gun, (the old-fashioned kind) put in 
-gunpowder, etc. 2 supply with facts, etc: The 
witness had been ~d by a lawyer. 3 cover (a 
surface) with the first coat of paint, oil, var- 
nish, etc. 

primer /'praima(r)/ п [С] 1 small quantity of 
explosive, contained in a cap or cylinder, for 
igniting the powder in a cartridge, bomb, etc. 
2.special paint for priming(3). 

pri-meval (also -mae-val) /prai'mi:vl/ adj 1 
of the earliest time in the world’s history. 2 
very ancient: ~ forests. 

prim-ing /'prammin/ n(U] 1 gunpowder used 
to fire the charge of a gun, bomb, mine, etc. 2 
mixture used by painters for a first coat. 

primi-tive /'primitiv/ adj 1 of the earliest 
times; of an early stage of social development: 
~ man; ~ culture. 2 simple; old-fashioned; 
having undergone little development: ~ 
weapons, eg bows and arrows, spears. си [С] 
primitive man. 
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primi-tive-ly adv 

pri-mor-dial /prat'mo:diol/ adj in existence 
at or from the beginning: ~ forests. 

prim-rose /'primrouz/ я [С] common wild 
plant with pale yellow flowers: the flower; [0] 
its colour. о adj pale yellow. 

prim-ula /'primjoulo/ п [С] (р! ~s) kinds of 
perennial herbaceous plants with flowers of 
various colours and sizes (including the prim- 
rose and polyanthus). 

prince /prins/ и [С] 1 ruler, esp of a small 
state. 2 male member of a royal family, esp (in 
GB) ason or grandson of the Sovereign. 
Рипсе 'Consort, husband of a reigning 
queen. 

'prince-dom /-dam/ и [С] rank or dignity of, 
area ruled by, a prince(1). 

prince-ly adj (-ier, -iest) (worthy) of a 
prince; splendid; generous: а ~/y gift. 

prin-cess /prin'ses/ и [С] wife of a prince; 
daughter or granddaughter of a sovereign. 

prin-ci-pal /'prinsap!/ adj highest in order of 
importance: the ~ rivers of Еигоре. в п [С] 1 
title of some heads of colleges and of some 
other organizations. 2 person for whom an- 
other acts as agent in business: / must consult 
my ~.3 money lent, put into a business, etc on 
which interest is payable. 4 (/ega/) person 
directly responsible for a crime. 

prin-ci-pally /-pli/ adv for the most part; 
chiefly. 

prin-ci-pal-ity /,prinsi'pzlati/ и [С] (p! -ies) 
country ruled by a prince. 

prin-ciple /‘prinsopl/ n [С] 1 basic truth; 
general law of cause andeffect: the (first) ~s of 
geometry. 2 guiding rule for behaviour: moral 
~s. in principie, (contrasted with in detai/) 
in general: / agree with you in ~. on prin- 
ciple, from a moral motive: He refuses to 
fight on ~.3 basic method of working of a ma- 
chine, etc: These machines work on the same ~. 
-prin-cipled suffix following, having, the 
kind of principle(2) shown: а ,high-~d 
‘woman, very moral. 

print’ /print/ п 1 [9] mark(s), letters, etc in 
printed form. in print, (of a book) on sale. 
out of print, (of a book) no longer available. 
2 [С] mark left on a surface preserving the 
shape, pattern, left by the pressure of some- 
thing: 'finger-~s; 'foot-~s. 3 [С] picture, de- 
sign, etc made by printing on paper, etc: old 
Japanese ~s. 4 photograph printed from a 
negative. > blueprint. 

print? /print/ vt,vi 1 make marks on (paper, 
etc) with inked type, etc; make books, pic- 
tures, etc in this way; (of a publisher, an edi- 
tor, an author) cause to be printed: ~ 6000 
copies of a novel. 2 shape (one’s letters), write 
(words), like printed characters (instead of or- 
dinary handwriting). 3 make (a photograph) 
from a negative film or plate: How many 
copies shall I ~ (off) for you? 4 (of a plate or 
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film) be produced as the result of printing(3): 
This film|plate|picture hasn't ~ed very well. 5 
mark (cloth) with a coloured design. 6 (fig) 
make an impression: The accident ~ed itself 
on her memory. 
'‘print-out, printed output of acomputer. 
print-able /-abl/ adj that can be printed, suit- 
able to be printed. 
printer, workman who prints books, etc; 
(owner of a) printing business. 

prior’ /'praia(r)/ adj earlier in time, order or 
importance: have a ~ claim (10 the money). 
prior to, prep before: The house was sold ~ to 
auction, before the day of the auction. 

prior? /'praia(r)/ и [С] head of a religious ord- 
er or house; (in an abbey) person next below 
an abbot in rank. 

prior-ess /'praiaris/ м [С] woman prior. 

pri-or-ity /prai'prati US: -'s:r-/ п (pi -ies) 1 
[U] right to have or do something before 
others: J have ~ over you in my claim. 2 [C] 
high place among competing claims: Road 
building is a first/is top ~. 

priory /'prazori/ п [С] (р! -ies) religious house 
governed by a prior or prioress. 

prise (also prize) /praiz/ уг use force to get 
something, eg a box, lid, open/up/off. 

prism /'prizom/ и [С] 1 solid figure with simi- 
lar, equal and parallel ends, and with sides 
which are parallelograms. 2 solid of this form, 
usually triangular and made of glass, which 
breaks up white light into the colours of the 
rainbow. 

pris-‘matic /priz'matik/ adj 1 like, having 
the shape of, a prism. 2 (of colours) brillant 
and varied. 

prison /'prizn/ и [С] 1 building in which a 
person who commits a crime 1$ kept locked up. 
2 place where a person is shut up against his 
will. 3 [U] confinement in such а place: 
escape/be released from~. 
pris-oner, (a) person kept in prison for 
crime or until tried in a law court. (b) person, 
animal, kept in confinement: political ~s; ~s 
of conscience, because of their religious, polit- 
ical, etc beliefs. 

priv-acy /'privos: (5: 'prai-/ n [9] 1 state of 
being away from others, alone and undisturb- 
ed: | don’t want my ~ disturbed. 2 secrecy (op- 
posite to publicity): They were married in~. 

pri-vate /'praivit/ adj 1 (opposite of public) 
of, for the use of, concerning, one person or 
group of persons, not people in general: a ~ 
letter; for ~ reasons, not to be explained to 
everybody; ~ means, income not earned as a 
Salary, etc but coming from _ personal 
property, investments, etc. 2 secret; kept se- 
cret: have ~ information about it. 3 having no 
official position; not holding any public of- 
fice: act in one’s ~ capacity, not as an official, 
etc. 4 (of a soldier) without rank: P~ Dodd. о 
n 1 [С] private soldier. 2 in private, not in 


prior/pro- 


public: talk in~. 

private ac'count, bank account opened by 
and drawn on by one person: My wife and 1 
have a joint account, and in addition we each 
have a~ account. 

private 'bill, bill brought before the House 
of Commons by an MP acting independently 
of his political party. 

private ‘enterprise, the management of 
industry, etc by private individuals, compan- 
les, etc (contrasted with State ownership or 
control). 

private ‘income, unearned income. 
private member, (of the House of Com- 
mons) not a member with a position in the 
Government: a~ Member's motion. 

private parts (also informal privates), 
external sex organs. 

private school, one at which fees are paid 
(contrasted with a State school). 

private-ly adv 


pri-va-tion /prai'veifn/ и (formal) 1 [C.U,] 


lack of the necessities of life; destitution: fall Ш 
through ~; suffering many ~s. 2 [С] state of 
being deprived of something: И was a great ~ 
not being allowed to smoke. 


privet /'privit/ и [U] evergreen shrub used for 


garden hedges. 


pri-vi-lege /'privilid3/ 11 [С] right or advan- 


tage available only to a person, class or rank, 
or the holder of a certain position, ес: the ~s 
of birth, eg that come because one is born into 
a wealthy family. 2 [C] special favour or 
benefit: И was a ~ to hear her sing. 3 [СЦ] 
right to do or say things without risk of pu- 
nishment, etc (as when Members of Parlia- 
ment may say things ш the House which might 
result in a libel case if said outside Parlia- 
ment). 

pri-vi-leged adj having, granted, a privilege. 


privy /'privi/ adj (old use ог legal) secret; pri- 


vate. privy to, having secret knowledge of: ~ 
to the plot against the President. 

the Риму 'Council, committee of persons 
appointed by the Sovereign, advising on some 
State affairs, but membership now being 
chiefly a personal dignity. 

Риму 'Councilior/'Counsellor, member 
of the Privy Council. 


prize’ /praiz/n[{C]1 something (to be) award- 


ed to one who succeeds in a competition. etc: 
win first ~. 2 (fig) anything struggled for ог 
worth struggiing for: the ~s of life. о vi value 
highly: my most ~d possessions. 


prize? /praiz/ vi © prise. 
pro /prou/ п [С] (p/ ~s) (informal) (short for) 


professional (player): a'tennis ~. 


pro- /,prou/ prefix 1 supporting: in favour 


of: \pro-Chi'nese. 2 acting for: ,pro-vice- 
‘chancellor. 

the ,pros and 'cons, the arguments for and 
against. 


probability / prod 


prob.abil-ity /,probo'bilati/ и (p/ -ies).1 [U] 

quality of being probable. in all probabil- 
ity, most probably. 2 [U] likelihood: There is 
not much ~ of his succeeding. 3 [C] (most) 
probable event or result: What are the prob- 
abilities? 

prob.-able /'probabl/ adj likely to happen or 
to prove true or correct: the ~ result; а ~~ win- 
ner. чп [С] person who will most likely be 
chosen, eg fora team. 
prob.ably /-abh/ adv 

pro-bate /'provubeit/ я (/ega/) 1 [U] the offi- 
cial process of proving the validity of a will: 
‘take out/grant ~ of a will. 2 [С] copy of a will 
with a certificate showing that it is correct. о vf 
(US) establish the validity of a will (GB = 
prove). 

pro-ba-tion /pra'beifn US: ргэо-/ п [U] 1 
testing of a person’s conduct, abilities, quali- 
ties, etc before he is finally accepted for a posi- 
tion, admitted into a society, etc: an officer on 
~. 2 system by which (esp young) offenders 
are allowed to go unpunished for their first of- 
fence while they continue to live without 
further breaking of the law: be on/get three 
years’ >. 

_pro'bation officer, official who watches 
over the behaviour of offenders who are on 
probation. 
pro-ba-tional /-al/ adj 
pro-ba-tioner, (a) hospital nurse receiving 
training and still on probation(1). (b) of- 
fender who is on probation(2). 

probe /proub/ п [C]} 1 thin instrument with a 
blunt end, used by doctors for learning about 
the depth and direction of a wound, etc. 2 
(journalism) investigation (into a scandal, etc). 
3 object used to investigate an unknown area: 
a'space-~ to the moon. о vt 1 examine with a 
probe. 2 investigate or examine thoroughly 
(eg the causes of something). 

prob-lem /'problam/ и [С] question to be 
solved or decided, esp something difficult: 
mathematical ~s. 

prob-lem.atic /,probla'matik/ adj (esp of a 
result) doubtful; that cannot be foreseen. 
prob-iem.ati-cally /-kli/ adv 

pro-bos-cis /pra'bosis/ и [С] (p/ ~es) 1 ele- 
phant’s trunk. 2 long part of the mouth of 
some insects. 

pro-cedure /pro'si:d3a(r)/ и [СО] (the regu- 
lar) order of doing things, esp legal and polit- 
ical: the usual ~ at committee meetings. 
pro-cedural /pra'si:dzaral/ adj 

pro-ceed /pro'si:d/ vi 1 go forward; conti- 
nue, go on: Let us ~ to business/to the next 
йет.оп the agenda. 2 come, arise (from): fam- 
ine, plague and other evils ~ing from war. 3 
take legal action (against). 

pro-ceed-ing /pro'si:din/ п 1 [U] course of 
action; (way of) behaving: What is our best 
way of ^^? 2 [С] something done: There have 
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‚ been suspicious ~s.in committee meetings. 3 
(pl) legal action (against): start legal ~s 
against a person. 4 (pl) records (of the activi- 
ties of a society, etc): the P~s of the Archaeo- 
logical Society. 

pro-ceeds /'prousi:dz/ п p/ financial results, 
profits, of an undertaking: A// the ~ will go to 
the Red Cross. 

pro-cess' /'prauses US: 'ргозез/ и 1 [С] con- 
nected series of actions, changes, etc esp if 
they are involuntary or unconscious: the ~es 
of digestion, reproduction and growth. 2 [C] 
series of operations deliberately undertaken: 
Unloading the cargo was a slow ~. 3 [C] 
method, esp one used in manufacture or in- 
dustry: the ~ of melting iron. 4 [Ч] forward 
movement; progress: a building in ~ of con- 
struction. 5 [C] (legal) action at law; formal 
start of this. а у! 1 treat (material, food) in 
order to preserve it: ~ leather; ~ed cheese. 2 
(photography). ~ film, develop it, etc. 3 (com- 
puters): ~ tape/information, put it through the 
system in order to obtain the information. 

pro-cess? /pro'ses/ vi (formal) walk in or as if 
in procession. 

pro-ces-sion /pro'sefn/ n 1 [С] number of 
persons, vehicles, etc moving forward and fol- 
lowing each other in an orderly way: a 'funeral 
~. 2 [Ч] act of moving forward in this way: 
walking т ~ through the streets. 
pro-ces-sional /-fanl/ adj of, for, used in, 
processions: ~al music. 

pro-claim /pra'‘kleim/ vt 1 make known pub- 
licly or officially; declare: ~ war/peace; ~ a 
man (to be) a traitor/that he is a traitor. 2 show 
(the usual word): His accent ~ed that he was a 
Scot. 

proc-la-ma-tion /,proklo'meifn/ и 1 [9] 
proclaiming: by public ~. 2 [С] that which is 
proclaimed: issue/makeaw~. 

pro-con-sul /,prou'konsal/ и [С] (modern 
use) governor of acolony or dominion. 
pro-con:su-lar /,prau'konsjula(r) (5. -sal-/ 
adj 
pro-con-su.late /-lat/ п [С] position of a pro- 
consul; his term of office. 

pro-cras-ti-nate /prou'krestineit/ vi (for- 
mal) delay action: He ~d until it was too late. 
pro-cras-ti-na-tion /prau,kresti'neifn/ я 
[9] 

pro-create /'pravkrieit/ vt (formal) give 
birth to. 

pro-cre-ation |, praukri'eifn/ 2 [C,U] 

pro-cure /pra'kjua(r)/ vt (formal) 1 obtain, 
esp with care or effort: ~ an abortion. 2 (old 
use) bring about; cause: ~ his death by poison. 

prod /prod/ vt,vi (-dd-) 1 push or poke with 
something pointed: ~ding (at) the bear 
through the bars of the cage. 2 (fig) urge an ac- 
tion: / was always ~ding her to see her doctor. 
ол [С] prodding action: She gave hima ~ with 
her umbrella. 
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prodi-gal /'prodig!/ adj (formal) spending ог 
- using too much: а ~ administration, spending 
‘ public funds too freely. 

_ pro-di-gious /pra'did3zas/ adj enormous; 
‘surprisingly great; wonderful: a ~ sum of 

‘money. 

’ pro-di-gious-ly adv 

prodigy /'prodid3i/ п [С] (p/ -ies) something 
wonderful because it seems to be contrary to 
- the laws of nature; person who has unusual or 
remarkable abilities or who is a remarkable 
example of something. 

рго.дисе! /'prodju:s US: -du:s/ п (U] that 
-which is produced, esp by farming: garden/ 
farml/agricultural ~~. 

pro-duce? /pro'dju:s US: -'du:s/ vt,vi1 put or 
‘bring forward to be looked at or examined: ~ 
one’s railway ticket when asked to do so. 2 
manufacture; make; grow; create: We must ~ 
more food and import less. 3 give birth to; lay 
(eggs). 4 cause; bring about: success ~d by 

-hard work and enthusiasm, a film that ~d a 
sensation. 5 organize (a play, film) for the 
stage, TV, etc. 

pro-ducer /pra'dju:sa(r) US: -'du:-/ п [С] 1 
person who manufactures goods (contrasted 
with the consumer). 2 person responsible for 

‚ presenting a play in the theatre or for the pro- 
duction ofa film or a radio or TV programme. 
© director. 

prod-uct /'prodakt/ п [С] 1 thing produced 

‘(by nature or by man): metal ~s from Ger- 
many. 2 result; outcome: The plan was the ~ of 

‘many hours of careful thought: 3 (maths) quan- 
tity obtained by multiplication. 4 (chem) sub- 
stance obtained by chemical reaction. 

pro-duc-tion /pra'dakfn/ п 1 [U] process of 
producing: the ~ of crops/manufactured 
goods. & mass production. 2 [U] quantity 
produced: a fall/increase т ~. 3 [С] thing pro- 
duced: his early ~s as a writer, his first novels, 
plays, etc. 

pro-duc-tive /pra'daktiv/ adj 1 able to pro- 
duce; fertile: ~ /and. 2 resulting in: ~ of happi- 
ness. 3 producing things economically: ~ 
-methods. 
-pro-duc:tive-ly adv 

рго- -duc-tiv-ity /,prodak'tivati/ n [9] being 
productive; power of being productive: a ~ 
bonus for workers. 


produc'tivity agreement, (as part of a . 


wage settlement) better pay and conditions for 
an increased output. 

pro-fane /pra'fem (5: prau-/ adj 1 (formal) 
(contrasted with sacred, holy) worldly: ~ lit- 
erature. 2 having or showing contempt for 
God and sacred things: ~ Janguage. с vt treat 
(sacred or holy places, things) with contempt, 
without proper reverence: ~ the name of God. 

pro-fane-ly adv 

pro-fan-ity /pra'fenoti US: ргэо-/ п (p/ -ies) 
1 [9] use of profane conduct, speech or lan- 


prodigal / profitable 


. guage. 2 (pl) profane language... . 

pro-fess |pro'fes/ vt,vi1 declare that one has 
(beliefs, likes, ignorance, interests;.etc): He 
~ed a great interest in my welfare. 2 declare 
one’s faith in (a religion, Christ): ~ Islam. 3 
claim; represent oneself: / don’t ~ to be an 
expert on that subject. 
pro-fessed adj (a) self-confessed: a ~ed 
Christian. (b) having taken religious vows: a 
~ed nun. 

pro-fes-sion /pra'fefn/ и [С] 1 occupation, 
esp one needing advanced education and 
special training, eg the law, teaching, medi- 
cine. 2 statement or declaration (of belief, feel- 
ing, etc): ~s of faith/loyalty. 

pro-fes-sional /proa'fefanl/ adj 1 of a 
profession(1): ~ skill; ~ men, eg doctors, 
lawyers. 2 doing or practising something for 
payment or to make a living: ~ football. > 
amateur. ол [С] 1 (abbr = pro) person who 
teaches or engages in some kind of sport for 
money. 2 person who does something for pay- 
ment that others do (without payment) for 
pleasure: ~ musicians. turn professional, 
become a professional. 
pro-fes-sion-ally /-nali/ adv 
pro-fes-sion-al-ism /-12эт/ п (U] (a) high 
standard of a profession(1). (6) the practice 
of employing professionals(2) to play games. 

prof-es-sor /proa'fesa(r)/ п [С] university 
teacher at the highest level, holding a chair of 
some branch of learning; (US also) teacher or 
instructor. 
prof-es-sor-ial /,profi'so:rial/ adj 
prof-es-sor-ship /-[пр/, professor’s post. 

prof-fer /'profa(r)/ vt (formal) offer. 

pro-fi-ciency /pro'fi:[nsi/ п [9] being 
skilled: a certificate of ~ in English. 

pro-fi-cient /pra'fifnt/ adj skilled: ~ in using 
acalculator. 
pro-fi-cient-ly adv 

pro-file /'praufail/ п [С] 1 side view, esp of 
the head. 2 edge or outline of something seen 
against a background. 3 brief biography, as 
given in a periodical ог on ТУ. а vt draw, 
show, in profile. 

profit’ /'profit/ и 1 [U] а ог good 
obtained from something: gain ~ from one’s 
studies. 2 (C,U] money gained in business, etc: 
sella bike ata~, gross|net~. 
'‘profit-margin, difference between the cost 
of purchase or production and the selling 
price. 
‘profit-sharing, the sharing of profits be- 
tween employers and employees. 
profit-lessadj | 

profit? /‘profit/ vt,vi (of persons) gain or be» 
helped: / have ~ed by your advice. 

prof-it-able /'profitobl/ adj 1 bringing prof- 
it: ~ investments. 2 (fig) useful: a deal that was 
~ toallof us. 
prof-it-ably /-abli/ adv 
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profiteer / prolific 


profi-teer |,profi'tia(r)/ vi make large prof- 
its, esp by taking advantage in times of diffi- 
culty, eg in war. ол [С] person who does this. 

prof.li-gate /'profligot/ adj (formal) 1 (of a 
person, his behaviour) shamelessly immoral. 
2 (formal) (of the spending of money) very ex- 
travagant: ~ of one’s inheritance. a п [С] such 
a person. 

pro-found /pra'faund/ adj 1 (formal) deep: a 
~ sleep. 2 needing, showing, having, great 
knowledge: a man of ~ learning. 3 needing 
much thought to understand: ~ mysteries. 
pro-found-ly adv deeply: ~/ly grateful. 

pro-fun-dity /pro'fandoti/ п [U] (formal) 
depth: the ~ of his knowledge. 

pro-fuse /proa'fju:s/ adj (formal) 1 very plen- 
tiful: ~ gratitude. 2 extravagant: He was ~ in 
his apologies, apologized almost too much. 
pro-fuse-ly adv 

pro-fu-sion /pro'fju:3n/ п [0] (formal) great 
supply: flowers in~. 

pro-geni-tor /prou'dzenita(r)/ п [С] (formal) 
= ancestor. 

progeny /'prodzeni/ 7 (collective sing) Gor 
mal) off: spring; descendants. 

prog-no:sis /prog'nousis/ п [К] (р! -noses 
}-si:z/) (med) forecast of the probable course of 
a disease or illness. > diagnosis. © 

prog-nos-tic /prog'npstik/ adj, п [С] (for- 
mal) (that which is) warning, indicating, etc: 
~ of failure. 

prog-nos-ti-cate einancehket! vt (for- 
mal) predict: ~ trouble. 
prog-nos-ti-ca-tion § /,prog,nosti'kerfn/ п 
[C,U] 

pro-gramme (250 and US -gram) 
/‘prougrem/ n[C}1 list of items, events, etc, eg 
for a concert, for radio or TV or for a sports 
meeting; list of names of singers at a concert, 
actors in a play, etc. 2 plan of what is to be 
done: a political ~. What's the ~ for tomor- 
row? What are we/you going to do? 3 coded 
collection of information, data, etc fed into a 
computer. о vf make a programme of or for; 
plan. 
pro-gram-mer, person who prepares a com- 
puter programme. 

prog-ress' /'prougres US: 'prog-/ п 1 [U] 
forward movement; improvement; develop- 
ment: making fast ~. in progress, being 
made, done. make good progress. (a) (of 
health) improve satisfactorily. (b) (of a task) 
do it well. 

pro-gress? /pro'gres/ vi make progress: The 
work is ~ing steadily. She is ~ing well in her 
studies. 

pro-gres-sion /pro'grefn/ п [U] moving 
forward; improvement. 

pro-gress-ive /pra'gresiv/ adj 1 making 
continuous forward movement. 2 increasing 
by regular amounts: ~ taxation. 3 (of a dis- 
ease) getting worse. 4 improving; supporting 
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or favouring reform, modernization: a ~ pol- 
itical party. a п [С] person supporting a pro- 
gressive (political) policy. 
pro-gress-ive-ly adv 

pro-hibit /pro'hibit US: prou-/ vt say that 
something must not be done, that somebody 
must not do something: Smoking is strictly 
~ed in libraries. 

pro-hib-ition |,prour'bifn/ п 1 [U] prohibit- 
ing. 2 [С] law or order that forbids: a ~ 
against smoking. 

pro-hibi-tive /prathibitry US: prou-/ adj 1 
intended to prevent use or abuse: ~ Jaws to 
stop racialism. 2 (informal) have the effect of 
prohibiting: ~ prices. 

pro-ject’ /'prodzekt/ п [С] (plan for a) 
scheme or undertaking: a ~ to study commun- 
ity welfare. 

pro-ject? /pro'dzekt/ v/,vi 1 make plans for: 
~ а new dam|waterworks. 2 cause a shadow, 
an outline, a picture from a film, slide, etc to 
fall on a surface, etc: ~ a beam of light on toa 
wall. 3 say a person has feelings (usually un- 
pleasant ones such as guilt, inferiority) that 
one has oneself: She always ~s her own bad 
temper onto her colleagues. 4 make known the 
characteristics of: Does the BBC World Ser- 
vice adequately ~ Great Britain, give listeners 
right ideas about British life, etc? 5 throw; 
send: to ~ missiles into space. 6 draw (a solid 
thing) on a flat surface using straight lines 
through every point of it from a centre; make 
(a map) in this way. 7 stand out beyond the 
surface nearby: a balcony that ~s over. the 
street. 

pro-jec-tile /pra'd3zektail US: -tl/ п [С] 
something (to be) sent forward, esp from a 
gun or launching-pad. 

pro-jec-tion /pra'dzek{n/ п [С] the act of 
projecting (all senses); [C] something that 
projects or has been projected. 
pro'jection room, (in a cinema) room from 
which pictures are projected on to the screen. 
pro-jec-tion-ist /-fonist/, person who, in a 
cinema, projects the films on to the screen. 

pro-jec-tor /pra'dzekto(r)/ п [С] apparatus 
for projecting pictures by rays of light on toa 
screen: a'cinema|'slide ~. 

pro-let-ar-iat /,prouli'teariat/ п [С} (modern 
use) the wage-earners contrasted with the 
owners of industry and capital (called :the 
bourgeoisie). 
pro-let-ar-ian /-1эп/ n [C), adj pete of 
the proletariat. 

pro-lif-er-ate /pra'liforertt US: prau-/ vi,vt 
(formal) 1 reproduce, by rapid multiplication 
of cells, new parts, etc. 2 (fig) reproduce; exist 
in large numbers: guerrillas proliferating in the 
hills. 
pro-lif-er-ation /pra,lifo'reif{n US: prou-/ п 
[9] 

pro-lific /pro'lifik/ adj (formal) producing 
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much or many: a~ author. 

pro-logue /'praulog US: -lo:g/ п [С] 1 intro- 
ductory (part of a) poem: the ‘P~’ to the *Can- 
terbury Tales’. 2 (fig) first of a series of events. 

pro-long /pra'lon (5: -'lo:n/ vt make longer: 
~ avisit. 
pro-longed adj continuing for a long time: a 
~ed discussion. 
pro-lon-ga-tion /,praulon'geifn US: -lo:n-/ п 
[СЧ] 

prom-en-ade /,proma'na:d US: -'neid/ п [С] 
1 (place suitable for, made for, a) walk or ride 
taken in public, for exercise or pleasure, esp 
along the waterfront at a seaside resort. 2 
(US) formal dance or ball (for a class in a high 
school or college). а vi,vt go, take, up and 
down a promenade. 

promi-nence /'prominans/ 1 1 [U] the state 
of being prominent. 2 [С] prominent(1) part 
or place: а ~ in the middle of a plain. 

promi-nent /'prommont/ adj 1 standing 
out; easily seen: ~ cheekbones; the most ~ 
feature in the landscape. 2 (of persons) distin- 
guished: ~ politicians. 3 important: pays an 
part in public life. 
promi-nent-ly adv 

prom-is-cu-ity /,promi'skju:ati/ п [U] (state 
of) being promiscuous. 

pro-mis-cu-ous /pro'miskjuas/ adj (esp) in- 
discriminate; casual (esp in sexual relation- 
ships): ~ teenagers. 
pro-mis-cu-ous-ly adv 

promise’ /!promis/ n 1 [С] written or 
spoken undertaking to do, or not to do, give, 
something, etc: make/give/keepjcarry out] 
break a~. > moon'(2). 2 [С] that which one 
undertakes to do, etc: /t wasa~ 50 Гт doing 
it. 3 [С] (something that gives) hope of success 
or good results: a writer who shows much ~, 
seems likely to succeed. 

prom-ise? /'promis/ vt,vi 1 make а рго- 
mise(1) to: He ~d (me) to be here/that he 
would be here at 6 o'clock. 2 give cause for ex- 
pecting: The clouds ~ rain. 
prom-is-ing adj likely to succeed, have (the 
possibility of):good results, etc: make а pro- 
mising start as a student. 

prom-on-tory /'promoentri US: -to:r/ п [С] 
(pl -ies) high point of land standing out from 
the coastline. 

pro-mote /pra'moaut/ vi 1 give (a person) 
higher position or rank: He was ~d sergeant/ 
to sergeant|to the rank of sergeant. 2 help to 
organize and start; help the progress of: try to 
~ good feelings (between...). 
pro-mo-ter, (esp) person who supports with 
money, etc new trading companies, profes- 
sional sports, etc. 

pro-mo-tion /pra'maufn/ 11 [0] promoting 
or being promoted: He has got/gained ~. 2[C] 
instance of promoting or being promoted: He 
resigned because ~s were few. 3 advertising 


prologue/ proof 


using publicity, etc: 'sales ~, advertising, pub- 
licizing, one’s products. 

prompt! /prompt/ adj acting, done, sent, 
given, without delay: a~ reply; at6pm~. 
promptly adv 
prompt-ness 7[U] 

prompt? /prompt/ vi 1 be the reason causing 
(a person to do something): He was ~ed by 
patriotism. 2 follow the text of a play and tell 
(an actor) what to say if he forgets. ап [С] 
action of prompting(2). 
promp-ter, person who prompts actors. 

prom-ul-gate /'promligeit/ vt (formal) 1 
make public, announce officially (a decree, a 
new law, etc). 2 make known beliefs, know- 
ledge. 
prom-ul-ga-tion /,proml'geifn/ и [О] 

prone /praun/ adj1 (stretched out, lying) face 
downwards: та ~ position, 2 prone to, have 
a tendency: ~ to accidents (and other general- 
ly undesirable chines). Some people seem to be 
‘accident ~. 

prong /ргоп US: pro:n/ п [С] (something like) 
one of the long, pointed parts of a fork. 

pro-noun /'praunaun/ п [С] word used in 
place of a noun or noun phrase, eg he, it, hers, 
me, them (marked pron in this dictionary). 

pro-nounce /pro'nauns/ vt,vi 1 make the 
sound of (a word, etc): The ‘b’ in ‘debt’ is not 
~d. 2 declare, announce (esp formally, 
solemnly or officially): Has judgement been 
~d yet? 3 (formal) declare as one’s opinion: 
He ~d himself in favour of the plan. 4 (legal) 
pass judgement (in a law court): ~ forlagainst 
him. 
pro-nounce-able /-abl/ adj (of sounds, 
words) that can be pronounced. 
pro-nounced adj definite; easy to notice: a 
man of ~d opinions|with a А foreign accent. 
pro-nounce-ment л [С] formal statement or 
declaration. 

pro-nun-ci-ation /pranansi'eifn/ м 1 {U] 
way in which a language is spoken: the ~ of 
English. 2 [0] person’s way of speaking a lan- 
guage, or words of a language: His ~ is im- 
proving. 3 [С] way in which a word is рго- 
nounced: Which of these ~s do you recom- 
mend? 

proof! /pru:f/ adj proof а giving 
safety or protection; able to resist: ~ against 
bullets; '‘bullet--~; ‘water~; ‘'sound~,; 
'splinter-~; (fig) ~ against temptation. > 
foolproof. п vt make safe or resistant (esp 
make cloth waterproof). 

proof? /pru:f/ п1 [О] evidence (in general), or 
[Са particular piece of evidence, that is suffi- 
cient to show that something 1s a fact: [5 there 
any ~ that the accused man was at the scene of 
the crime? 2 [0] demonstrating; testing of 
whether something is true, is a fact, etc: He 
produced documents in ~ of his claim. 3 {C] 
test, trial, examination. 4 [C] trial copy of 
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something printed or engraved, for approval 
before other copies are printed. 5 [0] standard 
of strength of distilled alcoholic liquors: This 
rum _ 30 рег cent~. 

prop’ /ргор/ п [С] 1 support used to keen 
something up: a 'clothes-~, holding up a line 
on which laundered clothes are drying. 2 (fig) 
person who supports another person: He is the 
~ of his parents in their old age. 0 vt (-pp-) 1 

“support; keep in position: Use this box to ~ 
the door open|to ~ up the ladder. 3 (fig) sup- 
port: He can’t always expect his colleagues to 
~ him up. 

prop? /ргор/ м [С] (usually p/) (abbr of) 
(stage) property(5). 

propa-ganda |,propo'gzendo/ п [U] (means 
of, methods for the) spreading of information, 
doctrines, ideas, etc: political ~; (used as an 
adjective) ~ plays|films. 

propa-gan-dize (also -ise) /-daiz/ vi engage 
in propaganda. 

propa-gate /ргорэдец/ vt,vi (formal) 1 in- 
crease the number of (plants, animals, dis- 


eases) by natural process from the parent - 


stock: Trees ~ themselves by seeds. 2 spread 
more widely: ~ news/knowledge. 3 (of animals 
and plants) reproduce. 
propa-ga-tion /,propo'geifn/ п [U] propa- 
gating: the propagation of disease by insects. 
pro-pel /pro'pel/ vz (-!|-) force to move for- 
ward: a boat ~led by oars. 
pro-pel-lant, (ог -lent) /-ant/ adj, п [С] 
something used to produce forward motion, 
eg fuel that burns to fire a rocket, etc. 
pro-pel-ler, two or more blades which turn 
to move a ship, helicopter, an aircraft, etc. 
propeliing pencil, pencil with a lead that 
can be extended by turning the outer casing. 
pro-pen-sity /pra'pensoti/ п [C] (p/ -ies) 
(formal) natural tendency: а ~ to exaggerate. 
proper /'propa(r)/ adj 1 right, correct, fitting, 
suitable: Are you doing it the ~ way? Is this the 
~ tool for the job? 2 in conformity with, pay- 
ing regard to, the conventions of society: / be- 
haviour. 3 (placed after the noun) strictly so 
called; genuine: architecture ~, excluding, for 
example, the question of water-supply, elec- 
tric current, etc. 4 (informal) great: We’re ina 
~ mess. 
proper fraction, (eg 3, 3) one in КЕ the 
‘number above the line is smaller than that be- 
‘low the line. 
proper noun/name, (gram) name used for 
an individual person, town, object, place, etc 
eg Mary, Prague, Mars. 
proper-ly adv (a) in a correct manner: be- 
have ~ly. (b) (informal) thoroughly: He was 
~ly beaten by the champion. 
prop-erty /'propoti/ л (pi -ies) 1 [U] (collec- 
tively) things owned; possessions: Don’t take 
my bike—it’s not your ~. 2 [С] area of land ог 
land and buildings: He has a small ~ (eg a 


house) in Kent. 3 [U] ownership; the fact of 
owning or being owned:.P~ has its obliga- 
tions, eg you must look after it. 4 [С] special 
quality that belongs to something: the chemic- 
al properties of iron. 5 (theatre) (abbr prop) 
article of dress or furniture or other thing 
(except scenery) used on the stage in the per- 
formance of a play. 
prop-er-tied /'propatid/ adj owning 
property, esp land. 

proph-ecy /'profisi/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [Ч] power 
of telling what will happen in the future: have 
the gift of ~. 2 [C] statement that tells what 
will happen: His ~ came true. 

proph-esy /'profisai/ уг, уг (pt,pp -ied) 1 say 
what will happen: ~ war/that war will break 
out. 2 speak as a prophet. 

prophet /'profit/ п [С] 1 person who teaches 
religion and claims that his teaching comes to 
him directly from God: the ~ Isaiah. 2 pioneer 
of a new theory, cause, etc: William Morris, 
one of the early ~s of socialism. 3 person who 
tells, or claims to tell, what will happen in the 
future: Гт not a good'weather-~. 

ргорпНет{.е$$ /ргойиз/ п [С] woman 
prophet. 

pro-phetic /ргэЧеиК/ adj of a prophet or 
prophecy: Her dreams were ~. 
pro-pheti-cally /-kli/ adv 

pro-pi-ti-ate /pro'pifieit/ vt (formal) do 
something to take away the anger of; win the 
favour or support of: offer a sacrifice to ~ the 
gods. 

pro-pi-ti-ation /pra,pifileifn/n[U] 

pro- „р! ti-atory /ргэ'р/1э1эп US: -to:r1/ adj 

pro-pi-tious /pro! pu adj (formal) favour- 
able: ~ weather. 

pro-pi-tious-ly adv 

pro-por-tion /pro'po:fn/ п 1 [U] relation of 
one thing to another т quantity, size, etc; rela- 
tion of a part to the whole: The ~ of imports to 
exports is worrying the government. in pro- 
portion to, relative to: payment in ~ to work 
done. get sth/be out of proportion (to), 
(make it) bear no relation (to): When you're 
angry, you often get things out of ~, have an 
exaggerated view of things. 2.[C] part; share: 
You have not done your ~ of the work. 3 (often 
pl) the correct relation of parts or of the sizes 
of the several parts: a room of good ~s. 4 (pl) 
size; measurements: export trade of substantial 
~s.5 (maths) equality of relationship between 
two sets of numbers; statement that two ratios 
are equal (eg 4 is to 8 as 615 to 12). о vt (formal) 
put into a correct relationship: Do you ~ your 
expenditure to your income? 
pro-por-tion-able /-fanabl/ adj = propor- 
tional. 

pro-por-tional /pra'ps:fanl/ adj (formal) 
corresponding in degree or amount (to): pay 
ment ~ to the work done. 

pro,portional represen'tation, system 
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of voting so that parties have a number of rep- 
resentatives corresponding to the size of their 
success in the election. 
pro-por-tion-ally /-nali/ adv 

pro-por-tion-ate /pro'po:fanat/ adj (for- 
mal) = proportional. 
pro-por-tion.-ate-ly adv 

pro-po-sal /pra'pouz!/ п 1 [Ч] proposing. 2 
[С] plan or scheme: a ~ for peace. 3 [С] offer 
(esp of marriage): five ~s in one week. 

pro-pose /pra'psuz/ vt,vi 1 offer or put for- 
ward for consideration, as a suggestion, plan 
or purpose: / ~ starting early/an early start| 
that we should start early. 2 offer (marriage). 3 
put forward (a person’s name) for an office; 
nominate: [~ Mr Smith for chairman. 
pro-poser, person who proposes. 

prop:-osi-tion /|,propo'zifn/ п [С] 1 state- 
ment; assertion: а ~ stated so well that it needs 
no explanation. 2 question or problem (with or 
without the answer or solution): Tunnelling 
under the English Channel is a big ~. 3 (infor- 
mal) matter to be dealt with, esp something 
immoral or illegal, eg an indecent suggestion 
made to a girl. o vt (s/) make a proposition(3) 
to. 

pro-pound /pro'paund/ vt (formal) offer for 
consideration or solution: ~ a theory. 

pro-pri-etary /pra'praiotori US: 4еп/ adj 
owned or controlled by somebody; held as 
property: a ~ name, eg Kodak for cameras 
and films. 

pro-pri-etor /pro'praiata(r)/ и [С] owner, 
esp of a hotel, store, land or patent. 

pro-pri-etress /pro'praiatris/ п [С] woman 
proprietor. 

pro-pri-ety /proa'praiati/ п (p/ -ies) (formal) 1 
[U] state of being correct in behaviour and 
morals: a breach of ~. 2 (pl) details of correct 
social behaviour: observe the proprieties. 3 [Ц] 
reasonableness; fitness: / question the ~ of 
granting such a request, doubt whether it 15 
right to do so. 

pro-pul-sion /pro'palfn/ п [Ч] propelling 
force. - | 

pro rata /ргэц 'ra:ta/ adv (Latin) according 
to the share, etc of each. | 

pro-rogue /pra'raug/ vt bring (a session of 

Parliament) to an end without dissolving it (so 
that unfinished business may be taken up 

. again in.the next session). 

‚ pro-ro-ga-tion /,praure'geifn/ n(C,U] 

pro-saic /pro'zeuk/ adj (formal) dull; un- 
interesting; commonplace: а ~ husband. 
pro-sai-cally /-kli/ adv 

pro-scenium /pro'si:niom/ n [С] (p/ ~s) 
(theatre) that part of a stage between the cur- 
tain and the orchestra; an enclosing arch. 

pro-scribe /prou'skraib/ vt 1 denounce (а 
person, practice, etc) as dangerous. 2 (old use) 
publicly put (a person) out of the protection of 
the law. 


proportionate / protect 


pro-scrip-tion /pro'skripfn US: prov-/ п [Ц] 
proscribing or being proscribed; [C] instance 
of this. 

prose /prouz/ п [Ч] language not in verse 
form. & poetry. 

pros-ecute /'prosikju:t/ vt start legal pro- 
ceedings against: Trespassers will be ~d. 

pros-ecu-tion |, prosi'kju:Jn/ 1 1 [Ч] ргозе- 
cuting or being prosecuted: make oneself liable 
to ~, [С] instance of this: start a ~ against 
him. 2 (collective) person and his advisers who 
prosecute: the case for the ~~. > defence(3). 

pros-ecutor /'prosikju:ta(r)/ п [С] person 
who prosecutes. 

pros-pect' /'prospekt/ 1 [С] wide view 
over land or sea. 2 [C] (fig) broad view before 
the mind, in the imagination. 3 (p/) something 
expected, hoped for, looked forward to: There 
are bright ~s for me if I accept the job. 4 [Ц] 
expectation; hope: / see no/little/not much ~ of 
his recovery. 5 [С] possible customer or client: 
He’sagood~. 

pros-pect? /pra'spekt US: 'prospekt/ vi 
search (for): ~ing for gold. 

pros-pec-tive /pra'spektiv/ adj hoped for; 
anticipated: а ~ buyer; the ~ Labour candi- 
date. 

pros-pec-tor /'prospekta(r)/ п [С] person 
who explores a region looking for gold or 
other valuable ores, etc. 

pro-spec-tus /pro'spektas/ п [С] (p/ ~es) 
printed leaflet advertising something, eg a 
book about to be published. 

pros-per /'prospa(r)/ vi,vt succeed; do well: 
The business ~ed. 

pros-per.ity /pro'sperati/ п [U] state of be- 
ing successful; good fortune: a life of happiness 
and ~; live тих. 

pros-per-ous /'prosporas/ adj successful; 
rich: a~ business; ~ years. 
pros-per-ous-ly adv 

pros-ti-tute /'prostitju:t US: -tu:t/ п [С] per- 
son who offers herself or himself for sexual in- 
tercourse for payment. а vt 1 (reflexive) make 
a prostitute of (oneself). 2 put to wrong or un- 
worthy uses: ~ one’s reputation, lose it; ~ 
one’s talents, use in an unworthy cause. 
pros-ti-tu-tion /,prosti'tju:fn US: -'tu:-/ n 
[О] practice of prostituting. 

pros-trate /'prostreit/ adj 1 lying stretched 
out on the ground, usually face downward, eg 
because exhausted, or to show submission or 
deep respect. 2 (fig) overcome (with grief, etc); 
conquered. а vt /pro'streit (5: 'prostreit/ 1 
make oneself, cause to be, prostrate: trees ~d 
by the gale. 2 make helpless: She is ~d with 
grief. 
pros-tra-tion /pro'streifn/n[C,U] 

pro-tag-on-ist /prou'tegonist/ n [С] (for- 
mal) chief person in a drama; (by extension) 
chief person in a story or factual event. 

pro-tect /pra'tekt/ vt keep safe (from danger, 


protection / province 


enemies; against attack): well ~ed from the 
cold/against the weather. 

pro-tec-tion /pro'tek{n/ п [U] 1 protecting 
or being protected: These plants need ~ 
against the sun. 2 [U] system of protecting 
home industry against foreign competition. 3 
[С] person or thing that protects: wearing a 
heavy coat as a~ against the cold. 

pro-tec-tive /pra'tektiv/ adj1 giving protec- 
tion: a ~ covering. 2 protective (to- 
wards), (of persons) with a wish to protect: 
A mother will naturally feel ~ towards her 
children. 
pro-tec-tive-ly adv 

pro-tec-tor /pro'tekta(r)/ п [С] 1 person who 
protects. 2 something made or designed to 
give protection. 

pro-tec-tor-ate /pro'tektorat/ п [С] country 
which is under the protection of one of the 
great powers. 

pro-tégé (feminine = -gée) /'protize: US: 
\prauti'ze1/ п [С] person to whom another 
gives protection and help (usually over a long 
period). 

pro-tein /'prauti:n/ пл [СЧ] body-building 
substance essential to good health, in such 
foods as milk, eggs, meat, fish. 

pro-test’ /'presutest/ п 1 [СХ] statement of 
disapproval or objection: He paid without ~, 
without making any objection. 2 (as an adjec- 
tive) expressing protest: a'~ march. 

pro-test? /pro'test/ vt,vi 1 affirm strongly; 
assert against opposition: Не. лей his in- 
посепсе. 2 raise an objection, say something 
(against): | ~~ against being called an old fool. 
pro-tester, person who protests. 
pro-test-ing-ly adv 

Prot-es-tant /'protistont/ и аа} (member) of 
any of the Christian groups that separated 
from the Church of Rome at the time of the 
Reformation (16th century), or their later 
branches. 

prot-esta-tion |,prot:'steifn/ п [С] (formal) 
serious declaration: ~s of innocence.. 

pro-to-col /'prautakol/ n 1 [С] first or origi- 
-nal draft of an agreement (esp between 
States), signed by those making it, in prepara- 
tion for a treaty. 2 [0] code of behaviour as 
practised on diplomatic occasions: Was the 
seating arranged according 10 ~? 

pro-ton /'prouton/ п [С] positively charged 
particle forming part of an atomic nucleus. © 
electron. 

pro-to-type /'prautoataip/ n [С] first or origi- 
nal example from which others have been or 
will be copied or developed. 

pro-to-z0a /,prauta'zaua/ п р/ (division of 
the animal kingdom consisting of) animals of 
the simplest type formed of single cell. 

pro-tract /pra'trekt US: prau-/ vt lengthen 
the time taken by: a ~ed visit/argument. 
pro-trac-tion /pro'trekj[n US: prau-/ п [Ц] 
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lengthening out. 

pro-trac-tor /pra'trekta(r) US: prau-/ п К] 
instrument, usually a semicircle, marked (0° to 
180°) for measuring and drawing angles. 

pro-trude /pro'tru:d US: prau-/ vi,vi (cause 
to) stick out or project: protruding teeth. 

pro-tru-sion /pro'tru:zn US: prov-/ п [U] 
protruding; [С] something that protrudes. 

pro-trus-ive /pro'tru:sry US: prov-/ adj 
protruding. 

pro-tu-ber-ance /pra'tju:borens US: ргэи-| 
п (formal) [0] bulging; [С] bulge or swelling. 

pro-tu-ber-ant /pro'tju:borent US: prau-/ 
adj (formal) curving or swelling outwards; 
bulging. 

proud /praud/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (in a good 
sense) having or showing a proper pride or 
dignity: ~ of their success]of being so. success- 
ful. 2 (in a bad sense) having or showing too 
much pride: He was too ^ to join our party. 3 
of which one is or may be properly proud; 
splendid: Л was a ~~ day for the school when its 
team won the national chess championship. > 
houseproud. 
proudly adv 

prov-able /'pru:vobl/ adj that can be proved. 

prove /pru:v/ vt,vi (рр ~d, or, as below, 1, 
^п /'pru:van/) 1 supply proof of; show be- 
yond doubt to be true: ~ that he is guilty. Can 
you ~ it (to me)? His guilt was easily ~n. The 
exception proves the rule, the theory, etc 
is valid in most cases (and so it is useful). 2 es- 
tablish the genuineness, quality or accuracy 
of: ~ aman’s worth. 3 be seen or found (to be): 
The new typist ~d (to be) useless. Qur wood 
supply ~d (to be) insufficient. 

prov-erb /'provs:b/ п [С] popular short say- 
ing, with words of advice or warning, eg ‘It 
takes two to make a quarrel’. 
prov-erb-ial /pra'v3:bial/ adj widely known 
and talked about: His stupidity is ~ial. 
prov-erbi-ally /-ali/ adv 

pro-vide /pro'vaid/ vi,vi 1 give, supply (what 
is needed or useful, esp what a person needs in 
order to live): providing the children with food; 
~ food and clothes for the family. 2 do what is 
necessary: ~ against the risk of infection. 3 
state: The agreement ~s that the tenant shall 
pay for repairs to the building. 
pro-vider, person who provides. 

pro-vided /pra'vaidid/ conj on condition 
(that): Pll come ~ that he stays away. 

provi-dence /'prpovidons/ п 1 P~ God, as 
believed to be the supreme creator, and all his 
supposed actions. 2 [U] (old use) thrift; being 
provident or prudent (about future needs). 

provi-dent /'providont/ adj (formal) (careful 
in) providing for future needs or events, esp in 
old age. 
provi-dent-ly adv 

pro-vid-ing /pra'va:idin/ conj = provided. 

prov-ince /'provins/ п [С] 1 large adminis- 
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trative division of acountry. 2 the ws, all the 
country outside the capital: The pop group is 
now touring the ~s. 3 district under ап arch- 
bishop. 4 area of learning or knowledge; de- 
partment of activity: That is outside my ~, not 
something with which I can or need deal. 

prov-in-cial /pra'vinfl/ adj 1 of a pro- 
vince(1): ~ government. 2 of the pro- 
_vinces(2): ~ roads. 3 having, typical of, the 
speech, manners, views, etc of a person living 
in the provinces (esp in former times when 
communications were poor): а ~ accent.an 
[С] person from the provinces(2). 
prov-in-ci-ally /-fali/ adv 

pro-vi-sion /pra'vign/ n 1 [U] providing, 
preparation (esp for future needs): make ~ for 
one’s old age, eg by saving money. 2 [C] 
amount provided: issue a ~ of meat to the 
troops. 3 (pl) food; food supplies: have a good 
supply of ~s. 4[C] condition in a legal docu- 
ment, eg a clause in a will: Have you made ~s 

- for your children? а vt supply with food and 
stores. 

pro-vi-sional /pra'vizgonl/ adj 1 of the 
present time only, and to be changed or re- 
placed later: а ~ government/chairman. 2 (of 
an appointment or acceptance eg as an under- 
graduate) to be confirmed if certain condi- 
tions are met. 
pro-vi-sion-ally /-nali/ adv 

pro-viso /pra'vaizou/ п: with the ~ that..., 
on condition that... 

provo-ca-tion /,prova'keif{n/ и 1 [Ч] pro- 
voking or being provoked: She shouts at/on 
the slightest ~. 2 [С] something that provokes 
or annoys. 

pro-voca-tive /pra'vokativ/ adj causing, 
likely to cause, anger. 
pro-vok-ing-ly adv 

prow /prau/ п [С] pointed front of a ship or 
boat. 

prow-ess /'prauis/ п [U] (formal) bravery; 
valour; unusual skill or ability. 

prowl /praul/ vi,vt go about quietly looking 
for a chance to get food (as wild animals do), 
or to steal, etc. ол be on the prowl, be 
prowling. 

‚ prow-ler, animal or person that prowls. 

prox-im-ity /prok'simoti/ л [9] nearness. in 
(close) proximity to, (very) near to. 

proxy /'proksi/ п (р/.-е$) 1 [C,U] (document 
giving) authority to represent or act for an- 
other (esp in voting at an election). 2 [C] per- 
son given a proxy: vote by~. 

prude /pru:d/ п [С] person who is extremely 
moral (often exaggerated or affected) in be- 
haviour or speech: She’s such a~ —she objects 
to bikinis. > prudish. 
pru-dery /'pru:dari/ п (pi -ies) [0] prudish be- 
haviour; [C] prudish act or remark. 

pru-dence /'pru:dns/ п [9] careful fore- 
thought. 


provincial / psychological 


pru-dent /'pru:dnt/ adj acting only after 
careful thought or planning: a ~ housewife. 
pru-dent-ly adv 

prud-ish /'pru:dif/ adj easily shocked; 
extremely moral. 
pru-dish-ly adv 

prune!’ /рга:п/ п [С] dried plum. 

prune? /pru:n/ vt 1 cut away parts of (trees, 
bushes, etc) in order to control growth or 
shape: pruning the rose-bushes. 2 (fig) take out 
unnecessary parts from: ~ a report of unneces- 
sary detail. 

pry' /prai/ vi (pt,pp pried /praid/) 1 pry (in- 
to), inquire too curiously (into other people’s 
affairs). 2 pry (about), look (about) oF 
pry: ing-ly adv 

pry? /prai/ vt = prize?. 

psalm /sa:m/ п [С] sacred song or hymn, esp 
(the P~s) in the Bible. 

pseud(o)- /,sju:doau US: ,su:-/ prefix false; 
fake: pseudonym. 

pseu-do-nym /'sju:danim US: 'su:d-/ n [С] 
name taken, esp by an author, instead of his 
real name. 
pseud-ony-mous /sju:'dpnimas (5: su:- = 
adj 

psyche /'sarki/2(C]1 human soul or spirit. 2 
human mind. 

psyche-delic /,saiki'delik/ adj 1 (of drugs) 
of, causing, hallucinations, ecstasy, terror, etc. 
2 (of visual and sound effects) acting on the 
mind like psychedelic drugs: ~ music. 

psy-chi-atric /,saiki'ztrik/ adj of psychia- 
try: a~ ward|clinic. 

psy-chia-trist /sar'karotrist/ п [С] expert in 
psychiatry. 

psy-chia-try /sai'kaiatri US: si-/ n [9] the 
study and treatment of mental illness. 

psy-chic /'saikik/, psy-chi-cal /'sarkikl/ 
adj 1 of the soul or mind. 2 of phenomena and 
conditions which appear to be outside 
physical or natural laws, eg telepathy. 

psy-cho-an-al-yse (US = -lyze) /,saikou 
'enolaiz/ vt treat (a person) by psycho- 
analysis. 

psy-cho-an-aly-sis /,saikou o'nzlasis/ n 
{U] 1 method of healing mental illnesses by 
tracing them, through interviews, to events in 

‚ the patient’s early life, and making the events 
and their effects known to the patient. 2 body 
of doctrine based on this method concerned 
with the investigation and treatment of emo- 
tional disturbances. 

psy-cho-anal-yst /,saikou 'enolist/ n [С] 
person who practises psycho-analysis. 

psy-cho-an-a-lytic(al) — /,saikou 
Nitik(1)/ adj relating to psycho-analysis. 

psy-cho-logi-cal /,saiko'lodzikl/ adj of 
psychology. 
psychological 'warfare, attempt at win- 
ning a struggle by affecting the opponent’s 
mind. 


;eno- 


psychologist/pull 


psy-cho-logi-cally /-kli/adv 

psy-chol-ogist /sai'kplod3ist/ и [С] student 
of, expert in, psychology. 

psy-chol-ogy /sai'kpvlod3i/ п [Ч] science, 
study, of the mind and its processes. 

psy-cho-path /'saikoupz6/ п [С] person 
suffering from severe emotional derangement, 
esp one who is aggressive and antisocial. 
psy-cho-pathic /,saikou'p2x61k/ adj 

psy-cho-sis /sai'kousis/ и [С] (р! -choses 
/-'kousi:z/) abnormal or diseased mental state. 

psy-cho-therapy /,saiksu'@erapi/ и [U] 
treatment by psychological methods of men- 
tal, emotional and nervous disorders. 

pub /pab/ п [С] (common abbr and usual 
word for) public house. 

pu-berty /'pju:boti/ л [9] stage at which a 
person becomes physically able to become a 
parent. 

pu-bic /'pju:bik/ adj of the lower front part of 
the abdomen: ~ hair. 

pub-lic /'pablik/ adj (opposite of private) of, 
for, connected with, owned by, done for or 
done by, known to, people in general: a ~ 
library|park. be in the public eye, > eye 
¢1).0n1 the ~, members of the community 
in general: The ~ are not admitted. in public, 
not in private; openly: be seen together in~. 2 
particular section of the community: the read- 
ing~. 
public 'house n [С] (GB) (formal) place (not 
a club, hotel, etc) licensed to sell alcoholic 
drinks to be drunk on the premises. 
»public o'pinion poll, = opinion poll. 
public ‘ownership, ownership Бу. the 
State, eg of the railways. 
,Public 'Prosecutor, 
prosecutes. 
public re'lations м p/ (esp) relations be- 
tween a government department or authority, 
business organization, etc and ordinary 
people. 
‘public school, (a) (СВ) private school for 
fee-paying pupils. (b) (US and Scot) school 
providing free education from public funds. 
jpublic 'servant, person who works for the 
public, eg a policeman, fireman. 
public 'spirit, readiness to do things that 
are for the good of the community. Hence, 
ipublic-'spirited adj 
pub-lic-ly /-kli/ adv 

‚ pub-li-ca-tion /,pabli'keifn/ n 1 [U] act of 
making known to the public, by publishing 
something. 2 [С] something published, eg a 
book or a periodical. 

pub-lic-ity /pab'lisoti/ п [0] 1 the state of be- 
ing known to, seen by, everyone: an actress 
who seeks/avoids ~. 2 (business of) providing 
information, advertising, to interest people in 
general:a~ campaign. — 

pub.li-cize (also -ise) /'pablisaiz/ vt bring to 
the attention of the public. 


State official who 
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pub-lish  /'pablif/ vt 1 have (а book, 
periodical, etc) printed and announce that it is 
for sale. 2 make known to the public: ~ the 
news. 
pub-lisher, person, company, whose busi- 
ness 1s publishing books. 

puck /pak/ п [С] hard rubber disc used like a 
ball in ice-hockey. 

pucker /'pako(r)/ vi,vidraw or come together 
into small folds or wrinkles: ~ up one’s lips. 

pudding /|'pudin/ n 1 [СЛ] (dish of) food, 
usually a soft, sweet mixture, served as part of 
a meal, eaten after the meat or fish course. 2 
kind of sausage: black ~. 

puddle /'padl/ п [С] small, dirty pool of rain- 
water. 

pudgy /'pad3i/ adj (-ier, -iest) short, thick 
and fat: ~ fingers. 

puer-ile /руоэгай US: -rl/ adj trivial, child- 
ish: ask ~ questions. 

puff! /paf/ п [С] 1 (sound of a) hare quick 
sending out of breath, air, etc: have a ~ ata 
pipe. 2 = powder-puff. 3 mass of material on 
a dress, etc: ~ sleeves, swelling out like bal- 
loons. 
'puff-adder, poisonous African viper which 
can inflate the upper part of its body. 
puffy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) short of breath (by 
running, climbing, etc). (b) swollen: ~y under 
the eyes. 

puff? /paf/ vi,vt 1 breathe quickly (as after 
running); (of smoke, steam, etc) come out in 
puffs: He was ~ing hard when he jumped on to 
the bus. He was ~ing (away) at his cigar. 2 
send out in puffs: He ~ed smoke into my face. 
3 puff sth out, cause to swell with air: He 
~ed out his chest with pride. (all) puffed up, 
(of a person) behaving conceitedly. 

puf-fin /'pafin/ п [С] North Atlantic seabird 
with a large bill. 

pug /pag/ п [С] breed of small dog with a flat 
nose. 

pug-na-cious /pag'neifas/ adj (formal) fond 
of, in the habit of, fighting. 

puke /pju:k/ vi,vtn[U] (s/) vomit. 

pull’ /pul/ 11 [С] act of pulling: give а ~ ata 
горе. 2 [0] force or effort: Jt was along~ (=a 
long, hard climb) to the top of the mountain. 3 
[C,U] (informal) power to get help or attention 
through influence, eg with people in high posi- 
tions: He has strong ~/a great deal of ~ with 
the Managing Director. 

pull? /pul/ уг, уг (For special uses with adver- 
bial particles and prepositions, > 6 below.) 1 
(contrasted with push) use force on (a person 
or thing) so as to draw towards or after one, or 
in the direction shown: The horse was ~ing a 
heavy cart. Would you rather push the barrow 

_or~ it? pull sth to pieces, (a) use force to 
separate its parts or to break it up into parts. 
(b) (fig) criticize severely by pointing out the 
weak points or faults: He ~ed my theory to 
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pieces. 2 (of a boat) be rowed (by): The men 
~ed for the shore. pull together, (fig) work 
together; co-operate. pullone’s weight, do 
a fair share of the work. 3 pull at/on sth, 
(a) give a tug: ~ at/on a rope. (b) draw or 
suck: ~ing at his pipe. 4 pull a muscle, 
strain it. For other uses with nouns, © the 
noun entries, eg at face, leg, string, wool. 5 
(5/) raid; rob; steal: ~ a bank. 

6 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

pull sb/sth about, treat roughly. 

pull sth apart, tear or pull into its parts. 
pull sth down, destroy or demolish, eg an 
old building. 

pull in, (a) (of a train) enter a station: The 
express from Rome ~ed in on time. (b) (of a 
motor-vehicle or boat) move in towards: The 
lorry driver ~ed in to the side of the road. 
Hence, 'pull-in.n place to stop at the side of 
the road. pull-sb in, (a) attract, draw: The 
new play at the National Theatre is ~ing in 
large audiences. (b) (informal) (of the police) 
arrest. pull oneself in, draw in the stomach 
muscles {50 as to be less fat). 

pull sth off, (a) drive a motor-vehicle off 
the road into a lay-by or hard shoulder. (b) 
succeed in a plan, in winning: ~ off a deal, be 
successful in getting agreement. 

pull out (of), (a) move out (in order to pass 
or go round): The driver of the car ~ed out 
from behind the lorry. The train ~ed out of 
Euston on time. (b) detach, eg from a maga- 
zine. pull (sb) out (of), leave а place ог 
situation which is too difficult to manage: 
Troops are being ~ed out|are ~ing out of these 
troubled areas. 

pull (sth) over, (cause a vehicle, boat, etc 
to) move or steer to one side, eg to let another 
vehicle or boat pass: P~ over and let me pass! 
ри! (sb) round, (help to) recover from iil- 
ness, weakness, a faint, etc. 

pull through, (a) = pull round. (b) suc- 
ceed in avoiding difficulties, dangers, etc. pull 
sb through, (a) help to recover from illness, 
etc. (b) help to avoid failure, help to pass an 
examination, etc. 

pull together, г> 2 above. pull oneself 
together, get control of oneself, of one’s 
feelings, etc. 

pull (sth) up. bring or come to a stop: The 
driver ~ed up when he came to the traffic lights. 
pull sb up, express disapproval of him: He 
was ~ed up by the chairman. pull up to/ 
with sb/sth, improve one’s relative posi- 
tion (in a race, etc): The favourite soon ~ed up 
with the other horses. 

pul-let /'pulit/ п [С] young hen, esp at the 
time she begins to lay eggs. 

- pul-ley /'puli/ п [С] (p/ ~s) grooved wheel(s) 
for ropes or chains, used for lifting things. 

pull-over /'pulouvoa(r)/ п [С] knitted article 


of clothing pulled on over the head. | 

pul-mon-ary //'palmonori US: -пеп/ adj 
(anat) of, in, connected with, the lungs: ~ dis- 
eases; the ~ arteries, carrying blood to the 
lungs. | 

pulp /palp/ п [9] 1 soft, fleshy part of fruit. 2 
soft mass of other material, esp of wood fibre 
as used for making paper. с vt,vi make into, 
become like, pulp: ~ old books. 

pul-pit /'polpit/ п [C] raised and enclosed 
structyre in a church, used Бу a clergyman, esp 
when preaching. 

pul-sate /pal'seit US: 'palseit/ vt,vi (cause to) 
beat or throb; expand and‘contract rhythmic- 
ally. 
pul-sa-tion /pal'seifn/ 1 [СО] 

pulse /pals/ п [С] 1 the regular beat of the ar- 
teries, eg as felt at the wrist, as the blood is 
pumped through them by the heart. 2 (fig) ac- 
tivities or thrill of life or emotion: the ~ of life 
in a big city. с vi beat; throb: news that sent the 
blood pulsing through his veins. 

pul-ver-ize (also -ise) /'palvoraiz/ vi,vi 1 
grind to a powder; smash completely (also 
fig). 2 become powder or dust. 

puma /'pju:mo/ м [С] (p/ ~s) large brown 
American animal of the cat family (also called 
a cougar and mountain lion). 

pum-ice /'pamis/ n [Ч] (also '~-stone), light, 
porous stone (from lava) used for cleaning 
and polishing. 

pum-mel /'paml/. vi (-1-, US also -|-) beat 
repeatedly with the fists. 

pump /pamp/ 7 [С] machine or device for 
forcing liquid, gas or air into, out of or 
through something, eg water from a well, air 
into a tyre: a'bicycle ~. о vt,vi 1 force, eg wat- 
er, air, into, from, something using a pump: ~ 
petrol intoacar; ~ up а tyre. 2 (fig) obtain, ex- 
plain, something using repetition, etc: ~ infor- 
mation out of her; ~ facts into the heads of dull 
students. 

pump-kin /'pampkin/ п [C,U] (plant, a trail- 
ing vine, with a) large, round orange-yellow 
fruit, used as a vegetable and (US) as a filling 
for pies. 

pun /pan/ n [С] (also called a play on words) 
humorous use of words which sound the same 
or of two meanings of the same word, eg ‘The 
‘soldier laid down his arms.’ о vi (-пп-) make a 
pun or puns. 

punch! /pantS/ л [C} 1 tool or machine for 
cutting holes in leather, metal, paper, etc. 2 
tool for stamping designs on surfaces. о vi 1 
make a hole (in something) with a punch: ~ @ 
train ticket. 2 force (nails, etc) in or out witha 
punch. 

punch? /pantf/ л [U} drink made of wine or 
spirits mixed with hot water, sugar, lemons, 
spice, etc. 
'punch-bowl, bowl in which punch is 
mixed. 


punch/ purge 


punch? /pantf/ vs hit hard with the fist: ~ a 
man on the chin. оп] [С] blow given with the 
fist: а ^^ on the позе. 2 [0] (fig) energy: a speech 
with plenty of ~ in it. 

'‘punch-up, fight with the fists: The quarrel 
ended та ~-up. 

punc-tili-ous /pank'tilies/ adj (formal) very 
careful to carry out duties correctly, arrive on 
time, etc. 
punc-tili-ous-ly adv 

punc-tual /'panktfual/ adj neither early nor 
late; coming, doing something, at the time 
fixed: be ~ for the lecture/in the payment of 
one’s rent. | 
punc-tu-al-ity /,panktfu'zlati/ п [9] being 
punctual. 
punc-tu-ally /-vali/ adv 

punc-tu-ate /'panktfueit/ vt 1 put stops, 
commas, etc, eg .,;:7?!, into a piece of writing. 
2 interrupt from time to time: a speech ~d 
with cheers. > Appendix . 
punc-tu-ation /,panktfu'eifn/ п [U] (use of) 
stops, commas, etc in writing: ~ marks. 

punc-ture /'pant{a(r)/ и [С] small hole, esp 
one made accidentally in a tyre. о vt,vi1 make 
a puncture in: ~ an abscess. 2 experience a 
puncture: Two of my tyres ~ed while I was on 
that stony road. 

pun-dit /'pandit/ п [С] 1 very learned Hindu. 
2 (informal) learned teacher; pedant. 

pun-gent /'pandzent/ adj (formal) 1 (of 
smells, tastes) sharp; stinging: a ~ sauce. 2 
(fig) (of remarks) hurting: ~ criticism. 

pun-ish /'panif/ vt 1 cause (a person) suffer- 
ing or discomfort for doing wrong: ~ a man 
with/by a fine. 2 treat roughly; hit: The cham- 
pion ~ed his opponent severely. | 
pun-ish-able /-эЫ/ adj that can be punished 
(by law). 
pun-ish-ment и [0] punishing or being pun- 
ished: Does the ~ment fit the crime? [С] 
penalty for doing wrong: severe ~ment for 
murder. 

pu-ni-tive /'pju:nitiv/ adj (intended for) pun- 
ishing. 

punk /pank/ adj (5/) worthless (used in GB 
1970’s to describe young people who delib- 
erately shock society through their clothes, 
language, pop music, etc). 
punk rock, (1970's) style of fast, loud rock 
music using violent or antisocial themes. 

pun-net /'panit/ п [С] small basket, made of 
very thin wood, plastic, etc esp as a measure 
for fruit: strawberries, 60pa~. 

pun-ster /'pansto(r)/ п [К] person who has 
the habit of making puns. 

punt! /pant/ п [С] flat-bottomed, shallow 
boat with square ends, moved by pushing the 
end of a long pole against the river-bed. с vt,vi 
move, carry in, a punt. 

punt? /pant/ vi bet ona horse. 

pun-ter /'panta(r)/ п [С] 1 person using a 
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punt. 2 person who bets ona horse. 

puny /'pju:ni/ adj (-ier, -iest) small and weak: 
What a~ little man! 

pup /pap/[C] = puppy. 

pupa /'pju:pa/ п [С] (p/ ~s or ~e /-pi:/) = 
chrysalis. 

pu-pil! /'pju:pl/ п [С] young person at school 
or having private lessons. 

pu-pil? /'pju:pl/ п [С] (anat) round opening in 
the centre of the iris of the eye, regulating the 
passage of light. 

pup-pet /'papit/ п [С] 1 doll, small figure of 
an animal, etc with jointed limbs moved by 
wires or strings, used in plays or shows called 
'~-plays|-shows. 2 ('glove-~) doll of which the 
body can be put on the hand like a glove, 
moved by the fingers. 3 person, group of per- 
sons, whose acts are completely controlled by 
another: (used as an adjective) a ~ 
government| State. 

puppy /'papi/n[C] (p/ -ies) young dog. 
‘puppy love, love by young people. 

pur-chase' /'ps:tfas/ п 1 [U] buying. 2 [С] 
(formal) something bought: / have some ~s to 
make. 

pur-chase? /'ps:tfas/ уг buy (which is much 
more usual): a dearly ~d victory, eg a battle in 
which many lives are lost. 
pur-chaser, = buyer (the usual word). 

pur-dah /рз:4э/ м [0] (esp in Muslim com- 
munities) curtain for, convention of, keeping 
women from the sight of strangers, esp men: 
live/be in~. 

pure /pjua(r)/ adj (-г, -st except 5,6 below) 1 
unmixed with any other substance, etc: ~ air, 
free from smoke, fumes, etc. 2 of unmixed 
race or breed: а ~ poodle. 3 without evil or sin: 
~ in body and mind. 4 (of sounds) clear and 
distinct: a ~ note. 5 dealing with, studied for 
the sake of, theory only (not applied): ~ 
mathematics|science. 6 nothing but: а ~ waste 


‚ of time. > simple(7). 


pure-ly adv (esp) entirely; completely; mere- 
ly: ~ly by accident. 

pu-rée /'pjuare: US: pjua'rei/ п [СО] soup of 
vegetables, etc boiled and pressed through a 
sieve; fruit similarly treated: apple ~. 

pur-ga-tive /'ps:gotiv/ n [С], adj (substance) 
having the power to empty or cleanse the 
bowels. | 

pur-ga-tory /'ps:gotri US: -to:ri/ п [С] (p/ 
-les) 1 (esp in Roman Catholic doctrine) 
condition after death in which the soul has to 
be purified by temporary suffering; place 
where souls are so purified. 2 (fig) any place of 
temporary suffering. 
pur-ga-tor.ial /,p3:go'to:rial/ adj 

purge /рз:45/ vt 1 make clean or free (of 
physical or moral impurity): be ~d of|from 
sin; purging away one’s sins. 2 empty (the 
bowels) of waste matter by means of medicine. 
3 clear (oneself, a person, of a charge, of sus- 
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picion). 4 rid (eg a political party, etc) of mem- 
bers who are considered undesirable. о п [©] 
clearing out or away: the political ~s that 
followed the counter-revolution. 

pu-rify /'pjuorifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) make pure; 
cleanse: ~ ing the air ina factory. 
pu-ri-fi-ca-tion /,pjuorifi'kei{n/ п [0] 

pu-rist /'pjuorist/[C] person who pays great 
attention to the correct use of words, gram- 
mar, style, etc. 

puri-tan /'pjuoriten/ n [С] 1 P~, (16th and 
17th centuries, in England) member of a divi- 
sion of the Protestant Church which wanted 
simpler forms of church ceremony. 2 person 
who is strict in morals and religion, who con- 
siders some kinds of fun and pleasure as sin- 
ful: Don’t marry a~. о adj of or like a Puritan 
ora puritan. 
puri-tani-cal /,pjuor'tenikl/ adj 
puri-tani-cally /,pjuori'tenikli/ adv 

pu-rity /'pjuorati/ п [Ч] state or quality of 
being pure. 

purl /ps:l/ п К} (knitting) inverted stitch, 
which produces a ribbed appearance (the op- 
posite of plain). о vt,vi knit in this way. 

pur-loin /ps:'bin/ vt (formal) steal. | 

purple /рз:р//  [U], adj (colour) of red and 
blue mixed together. 

pur-port /'ps:pot US: -po:rt/ п [С] (formal) 
general meaning or intention of something 
said or written; likely explanation of a per- 
son’s actions: the ~ of what he said. в vt 
fpo'po:t/ 1 seem to mean: The statement ~s 
that... 2 claim: It’s ~ed to be an original but it 
is really a fake. 

pur-pose /'ps:pos/ п [С] 1 that which one 
means to do, get, be, etc; plan; design; inten- 
tion: This van is used for various ~s. 2 [U} (for- 
mal} determination; power of forming plans 
and keeping to them: weak of ~. 3 on pur- 
pose, deliberately: She sometimes smiles at 
him on ~ just to annoy те. a vt (formal) have 
as one’s purpose: They ~ a further attempt/~ 
to make|~ making a further attempt. 
iPurpose-'built adj made to 
particular function: ,~-built ‘offices. 
pur-pose-ful /-fl/ adj 

pur-pose- fully /-fali/ adv 
pur-pose-ly adj intentionally; deliberately. 

purr /рз:(г)/ vi,vt 1 (of a cat) make a low, соп- 
‘tinuous vibrating sound expressing pleasure. 
2 (of a car engine) make a similar vibrating 
sound. ом К] purring sound. 

purse’ /рз:5/ и [К] 1 small bag for money. 2 
money; funds. 3(US) = handbag. 
the purse-strings, control of expenditure. 

purse? /ps:s/ vt draw (the lips) together in 
tiny folds or wrinkles. 

purser /'ps:so(r)/ и [С] officer responsible for 
a ship’s accounts and stores, esp in a passenger 
liner. 

pur-su-ance /po'sjuans US: -'su:-/ п in pur- 


serve a 


purify /push 


suance of, (formal) in the carrying out or 
performance of (one’s duties, a plan, etc). 
pur-su-ant /-ont/ adj pursuant to, (formal) 
in accordance with: pursuant to your instruc- 
tions. 

pur-sue /po'sju: US: -'su:/ vt 4 go after in ord- 
er to catch up with, capture or kill: They were 
pursuing а robber/a bear. Make sure that you 
are not being ~d. 2 (fig) (of consequences, pe- 
nalties, etc) be constantly remembered, stated, 
etc: His record. as a criminal ~d him wherever 
he went. 3 continue with: ~ one’s study of 
English after leaving college. 4 have as an aim 
or purpose: ~ pleasure/a teaching career. 
pur-suer, person who pursues(1). 

pur-suit /po'sju:t US: -'su:t/ n 1 [U] act of 
pursuing: a dog in ~ of rabbits. 2 [С] some- 
thing at which one works or to which one gives 
one’s time: scientific/literary ~s. 

pur-vey /ps3:'vei/ vt,vi 1 (formal) provide, 
supply (food, as a trader). 2 supply provisions 
(for): a firm that ~s for the Navy. 
pur-veyor /-э(г)/, supplier (the usual word). 

pus /pas/ п [9] thick yellowish-white liquid 
formed in and coming out from a poisoned 
place in the body, ег а cut. 

push! /puf/ 1 1 [С] act of pushing: Give the 
door a hard ~. 2 [C] great effort: We must 
make a ~ to finish the job this week. 3 be 
given/get the push, (sl) be dismissed 
(from one’s employment, etc). give sb the 
push, (s/) dismiss him. 4 [U] confidence to 
put oneself forward, to attract attention, etc: 
He hasn't enough ~ to succeed as a salesman. 

push? /puf/ vz,vi (For special uses with adver- 
bial particles and prepositions, > 8 below.) 1 
(contrasted with pull) use force on (a person or 
thing) to cause forward movement: Please ~ 
the table nearer to the wall. We had to ~ our 
way (= go forward by pushing) through the 
crowd. 2 persuade others to recognize, eg 
claims, or buy, eg goods: Unless you ~ your 
claim you'll get no satisfaction. > also ~ 
oneself forward in 8 below. 3 sell (illicit drugs) 
by acting as a link between large suppliers and 
the drug addicts. & pusher below. 4 insist, 
put pressure on: We're ~ing them for 
payment/an answer. 5 urge: 5йе’И ~ him to the 
edge of suicide. 6 press: ~ a button, eg to ring a 
bell. 7 be pushing fifty, etc, (informal) be 
nearing the age mentioned: She wouldnt like 
you to think so, but she’s ~ing forty. 
8 (special uses with adverbial particles and pre- 
positions): 
push along. (informal) leave: Гт afraid it’s 
time I was те along. 
push sb around, (informal) bully him; 
order him about: Рт not going to be ~ed 
around by you or anybody! 
push forward/on (to), continue energet- 
ically with a journey, one’s work, etc: We must 
~ on with our work, hurry and finish it. push 


puss / put 


oneself forward, ambitiously draw atten- 
tion to oneself, eg at work, in society: He never 
~es himself forward. | 

push off, (informal) leave; go away: I told 
him to ~ off! 

push sb/sth over, cause to fall: Several 
‘children were ~ed over by the crowd. ‘push- 
over, (s/) (a) something very easy to do. (b) 
person who is easily defeated, converted, etc. 
push sb through (sth), enable a person to 
succeed: ~ a weak student through an exam. 
push sth through, do something by mak- 
ing a special effort: ~ the bill through the Com- 
mons. 

push sth up, force, eg prices, to rise. push 
up the daisies, (informal) die, be buried in a 
grave. 

'push-bike, one that is worked by pedalling 
(not a moped or motorbike). 

'push-cart, small cart pushed by a man. 
'push-chair, chair on wheels (used when a 
child is old enough to sit up). 

pusher, (a) person who takes every oppor- 
tunity of gaining an advantage for himself. 
(b) (s/) seller of illicit drugs. 

push-ing adj having a tendency to be a 
pusher(a). 

puss /pus/n[C] cat; word used to call a cat. 

pussy /'pusi/ м [С] (p/ -е$) (also '~-cat) 
(child’s word for a) cat. 

put /put/ vi,vt (pt,pp put, present part putting) 
(For special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions, & 10 below.) 1 move (some- 
thing) so as to be in a certain place or position: 
He ~ the book on the table. He ~ his hands in- 
(to) his pockets. Did you ~ milk in my tea? It’s 
time to ~ the baby to bed. They’ ve ~ men on 
the moon. put one’s foot in it, > foot'(1). 
2 cause to be in some relationship, eg as an 
employee, client, with a person. put sb in his 
(proper) place, make him humble. put 
oneself in his/her/in sb else’s, etc 
place/position, imagine oneself in his posi- 
tion. 3 make a person bear (the particular ner- 
vous or moral strain shown). put the blame 
оп sb: Don't ~ all the blame on me. put 
‘pressure on sb (to do sth), © pres- 
sure(2). 4 affect the progress of. put an 
end/a stop to sth, © end'(3), stop'(1). 5 
cause to pass’ into or suffer the emotional, 
physical, etc:state shown by the phrase that 
follows. put $6 to death, > death(2). put 
sb at his ease, © ease'. put sb/sth to 
the test, test him/it. 6 cause (a person or 
thing) to become (what is shown by the adjec- 
tive): That picture on the wall is crooked—I 


must ~ it straight. put sth right, ©’ 


right'(2). 7 write; indicate; mark: ~ a tick 
against a nameja price on an article/one’s sig- 
nature toa will. 8 put sth (to sb); put it to 
sb (that), offer; express: ~ a proposal to the 
Board of Directors, ~ a question to the votela 
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resolution to the meeting. | ~ it to you that..., 
invite you to agree with me that... How can [ 
~ it, express it? How would you ~ (= express, 
translate) this in Danish? That can all Бе ina 
few words. 9 set a value (on): The experts 
refused to ~ a price on the Rubens painting. 

10 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

put sth about, spread, eg rumours: Don’t 
believe all the stories he’s ~ about. 

put sth across (to sb), communicate 
something successfully: a teacher who quickly 
~s his ideas across to his students. put sth 
across sb, deceive; trick: You can’t ~ that 
across me, make me believe or accept it. 

put sth aside, (a) put down and leave it: ~ 
one’s work aside. (b) = put by. (c) ignore: 
P~ aside for a moment the fact that the man’s 
been in prison. 

put sth away, (a) put in the usual place of 
storage, eg a drawer, box: P~ your books|toys 
away. (b) save: ~ money away for one’s old 
age. put sb away, (informal) put into con- 
finement, eg in a mental home: He acted so 
strangely that he had to be ~ away. 

put back, (паи!) return: The ship] We ~ back 
to harbour. put sth back, (a) replace: P~ 
the dictionary back on the shelf. (b) move 
backwards: That clock is fast; Га better ~ it 
back five minutes, move the minute hand back. 
(c) (fig) stop the advance of, cause delay to: 
The strike ~ back production by two months. 
put sth by, save for future use: Has she any 
money ~ by|/~ any money by? 

put (sth) down, (a) land: He ~ down (his 
glider) т a field. (b) set or place down: Ри 
down your hands! (c) press down: When you 
get on the motorway, you can really ~ your foot 
down, press the accelerator pedal down and go 
fast. put one’s foot down, © foot'(1). 
(d) place in storage: ~ down wine. (e) sup- 
press by force or authority: ~ down a rebel- 
lion. (№) write down; make a note of: Here’s 
my address—~ it down before you forget it. 
(g) (of animals, eg sick or old pets) kill. put 
sb down, (a) allow to get off: The bus 
stopped to ~ down passengers. (b) reduce ito 
silence: ~ down hecklers at a political meeting. 
put $6 down as, consider that he 15: They. ~ 
‘me down as a fool. put sb down for, {a) 
write his name on a list as willing to give, eg to 
a charity or other fund: You can ~ me down 
for £5. (b) put a person’s name down аз an ар- 
plicant, participant, etc: They ~ him down for 
the school football team. put sth down to 
sth, (a) charge to an account: You can ~ the 
cost of the petrol down to business expenses. 
(b) attribute to: Can we ~ it down to his ignor- 
ance? | 

put sth forward, (a) suggest for considera- 
tion: ~ forward a new theory. (b) move on: ~ 
a clock forward, eg when it is stopped or slow. 


\ 
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_ put sb forward, propose: ~ oneself/a friend 


forward as a candidate. 

put in/into, (naut) (of a boat, its crew) enter: 
The boat ~ т at Malta/~ into Malta for re- 
pairs. put in for sth, apply formally for: ~ 
in for the position of manager. put in for 
leave, © leave?(2). put sthin, (a) cause to 
be in: He ~ his head in at the window. (b) 
present formally: ~ in a claim for damages. 
(c) manage to hint or say: ~ ina blow. (d) do, 
perform: ~ in an hour’s work before breakfast. 
‘(e) pass (time): There’s still an hour of work to 
‘~ in before the pubs open. put the boot in, 
> boot'(1). put т а good word for sb, 
> word(2). put sb in, elect to office: Which 
party will be ~ in at the next general election? 
put sb in mind of sb/sth, remind him. > 
the noun entries for put in an appearance; 
put one’s oar in. put sth in/into sth, de- 
vote; give: ~ a lot of work into improving one’s 
French. 

put sth off, (a) postpone: ~ off going to the 
dentist. (b) get rid of: You must ~ off your 
doubts and fears. (Note: take off clothes.) put 
sb off (sth), (a) do something with some- 
body at a later date: We shall have to ~ the 
Smiths off till next week. (b) make excuses 
and try to avoid, eg a duty: J won't be ~ off 
with such silly excuses, won’t accept them. (с) 
hinder or dissuade: ~ a man off his game, eg 
distract him when he is about to play. 

put sth оп, (a) (opposite = take off) clothe 
oneself with: ~ one’s hat/shoes оп. (b) pretend 
to have: Her modesty is all ~ on, she’s only 
pretending to be modest. Hence 'put-on п: 
It’s all а ~-on, pretence. (с) increase; add to: 
~ on more speed. (9) add to: He’s ~ting on 
weight, is getting fatter. (e) arrange for; make 
available: ~ on extra trains during the rush 


‘hours. put a play on, arrange for it to be 


shown at a theatre. (f) advance: ~ the clock 
on one hour, move the hands forward, eg for 
Summer Time. (g) (informal) exaggerate; 


‘pretend to be more important, etc than 1s justi- 


fied: Stop ~ting it on! (h) turn on: ~ the 
light/TV on. put money оп sb/sth, gamble 
(in horse-racing, ay: Гуе ~ a pound on the 


favourite. 

‘put sth out, (a) Pectin Cause to stop 
‘cburning: ~ out the lights/the gas|the-fire. (b) 
‘dislocate: She fell.off а horse and ~ her shoul- 
` der ош. (с) produce: The firm ~s out 1000 
‚Бе; of cotton sheeting every week. > output. 
(d) issue; broadcast: The Health Department ` 


has ~ out a warning about dangerous drugs. 
put one’s tongue out, show it, eg for a 
doctor, or as a rude act. put sb out, (a) 
cause to be confused or worried: She was very 
much ~ out by your rudeness. (b) inconve- 
nience: He was ~ out by the late arrival of his 
guests: put sb out (of), expel: Don't get 
drunk — you'll be ~ out! eg of the bar. 


put/ puzzle 


put sth through, carry it out: ~ through a 

‘business deal. put sb/sth through, connect 
(by telephone): Please ~ me|this call through 
to the Manager. put sb through sth, cause 
him to undergo, eg an ordeal, a test: The police 
~ him through a severe test. put sb through 
it, (informal) test or examine him thoroughly, 
eg use force to make him confess. 
put sth to sb, © 8 above. be hard put to 
it (to do sth), find difficulty in doing it: Ра 
be hard ~ to say exactly why I disliked him. 
put sth together, construct (a whole) by 
combining parts: /t’s easier to take a machine 
to pieces than to ~ it together again. put our 
(two)/your/their heads together, con- 
sult one another. put two and two 
together, > two. 
put up (for sth), offer oneself for election: 
Are you going to ~ up for Finchley again, ie as 
a prospective member of Parliament? put sb 
up, provide lodging and food (for): We can ~ 
you up for the weekend. put sb up (for sth), 
propose, nominate, him for a position. put 
sb up to sth, urge him to do something 
naughty or wrong: Who ~ you up to all these 
tricks? put sth up, (a) raise; hold up: ~ up 
one’s hands, eg over one’s head, as a sign that 
one is ready to answer, surrender; ~ up а flag/ 
a sail. (b) build: ~ up а shed/a tent. (с) place 
SO as to be seen: ~ up a notice. (9) raise, in- 
crease: ~ up the rent by £5 (a week). (e) offer, 
make: ~ up a good fight. (f) supply (a sum of 
money for an undertaking): / will supply. the 
skill and knowledge if you will ~ up the £2000 
capital. put sb’s back up, © back?(1). put 
sth up for auction/sale, offer it to be 
auctioned/sold. put up with sb/sth, en- 
dure without protest; bear patiently: There are 
many inconveniences that have to be ~ up with 
when you are camping. 

pu-ta-tive /'pju:totiv/ adj generally con- 
sidered to be: his ~ father. 

pu-trefy /'pju:trifai/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) (cause 
to) decay. 
pu-tre-fac-tion /,pju: trilfek {n/ n{C,U] 

pu-tres-cent /pju:'tresnt/ aay) in the process 
of decaying: 

pu-trid /'pju:trid/ adj having become de- 
cayed; decomposed and smelling bad: ~ fish. 

putt /pat/ vi,vi.strike (a golf-ball) gently with 
a club so that it rolls across the ground to- 
wards or into a hole. 

putty /'pati/ л [Ч] soft paste of white powder 
and oil used for fixing glass in window frames, 
etc. о vt (pt,pp -ied) fill or fix with putty: ~ up 
t hole. 

puzzle /'pazi/n[C}1 question or problem dif- 
ficult to understand or answer. 2 problem (eg 
а 'crossword-~) or toy (eg a ‘jig-saw-~) de- 
signed to test a person’s knowledge, skill, pat- 
ience. 3 (sing only) state of feeling confused, 
thinking hard about a problem: be in a ~ 


pygmy /qualitative 


about this refusal. a vt,vi 1 cause (a person) to 
be confused, worried, (about the solution toa 
problem): This letter ~s me. 2 puzzle over 
sth, think very much about it. puzzle sth 
out, (try to) find the answer or solution ony 
thinking hard. 
puzz-ler, difficult problem. 
puzzle-ment n[U] state of being puzzled. 

pygmy, pigmy /'pigmi/ п [С] (р/ -ies) 1 
P~, dwarf race in Equatorial Africa. 2 very 
small person; dwarf. 

py-ja-mas (US = pa-ja-mas) /po'd3a:maz 
US: -'d3em-/ п pl (also a pair of ~) loose- 
fitting jacket and trousers for sleeping in. 
(Note. singular when used as an ра 
py'jama tops|bottoms.) 

py-lon /'pailon US: -lon/ n [С] tower (steel 
framework) for carrying overhead high- 
voltage electric cables. 

py-or-rhoea (also -rhea) /,paia'ria/ и [0] in- 
flammation of the gums causing them to 
shrink, with loosening of the teeth. 

pyra-mid /‘риэпиа/ и [С] 1 structure with a 
triangular or square base and sloping sides 
meeting at a point, esp one of those built of 
stone in ancient Egypt. 2 pile of objects in the 
shape of a pyramid. 
pyre /'paio(r)/ п [С] large pile of wood for 
burning, esp a funeral pile for a corpse. 

py-thon /ра!0п/ п [С] large snake that kills 
its prey by twisting itself round it and crushing 
it. 


Оа 


О, а /kju:/ (2/ O's, q's /kju:z/) the seventeenth 
letter of the English alphabet. mind опе’$ 
P’sandQ’s, > Рр. 

quack' /kwek/ vi, п (make the) cry of a duck. 

quack? /kwek/ п [С] person dishonestly 
claiming to have medical knowledge and skill: 
(used as an adjective) ~ remedies. 

quad /kwod/ п [С] (abbr of) 1 = quadrangle. 
2 = quadruplet (but quad is more usual). 

quad-rangle /'kwodreng!/ п [С] 1 flat 
shape with four sides, esp a square or a rec- 
tangle. 2 (abbr quad) space in the form of a 
rectangle, (nearly) surrounded by buildings. 
quad-ran-gu-lar /kwo'drengjulo(r)/ adj 

quad-rant /‘kwodront/ n [С] 1 quarter of a 
circle or its circumference. 2 graduated strip 
of metal, etc shaped like a quarter of a circle 
for use in measuring angles (of altitude) in 
astronomy and navigation. 

quad-ri-lat-eral /,kwodri'leteral/ adj, п [С] 
(of a) quadrangle(1). 

quad-ru-ped /'kwodruped/ п [С] (formal) 


four-footed animal. 


514 


quad-ruple /'kwodru:pl US: kwo'dru:pl/ adj 
1 made up of four parts. 2 agreed to by four 
persons, parties, etc: a ~ alliance, of four 
Powers. оп [С] number or amount four times 
as great as another: 20 is the ~ of 5.0 им 
multiply by four: Не has ~d his income] His 
income has ~d in the last four years. 

quad-ru-plet /'‘kwodru:plit US: kwo'dru:-/ 
п [С] (abbr guad which is more usual) one of 
four babies at a birth. (Note: usually pl: one of 
the~s,notarn). 

quad-ru-pli-cate = /kwo'dru:plikat/ adj 
repeated or copied four times. а п: in ~, in 
four exactly similar examples or copies. а у! 
/kwo'dru: plikeit/ make four specimens of. 

quag-mire /'kwogmaia(r)/ п [С] area of soft, 
wet land. 

quail! /kweil/ п [С] small bird, similar to a 
partridge, valued as food. 

quail? /kweil/ vi feel or show fear: He ~ed at 
the prospect of meeting the President. 

quaint /kweint/ adj (-er, -est) attractive or 
pleasing because unusual or old-fashioned; 
American visitors to England admire our ~ 
villages{customs. - 
quaint-ly adv 

quake /kweik/ vi 1 (of the earth) shake: The 
ground ~d under his feet. 2 (of persons) 
tremble: quaking with fear|cold. 

Quaker /'kweiko(r)/ и member of the Society 
of Friends, a Christian group that holds infor- 
mal meetings and is opposed to the use of 
violence or resort to war under any circum- 
stances. 

quali-fi-ca-tion |, kwolifi'keif{n/ 1 1 [U] act 
of restricting, modifying or limiting; [С] some- 
thing which restricts, modifies or limits: You 
can accept his statement without ~{with cer- 
tain ~s. 2 [С] training, test, diploma, degree, 
etc that qualifies(1) a person to do or be 
something. 

qual-ify /'kwolifai/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) 1 be 
trained, educated and approved as having the 
required standard: He’s qualified] His training 
qualifies him as a teacher of English{for this 
post. 2 have the necessary experience, ability, 
age, etc: He’s the manager’s son but that does 
not ~ him to criticize my work. Do you ~ for 
the vote/to vote? 3 limit; make less general: The 
statement ‘Boys are lazy’ needs to be qualified, 
eg by saying ‘Some boys’ or ‘Many boys’. 4 
(gram) limit the meaning of: Adjectives ~ 
nouns. 
quali-fied /-faid/ adj (a) having the 
necessary qualifications: a qualified doctor. 
(b) limited: give a scheme one’s qualified 
approval. 

‘quali-fier /-faio(r)/ п [С] (gram) qualifying 
word, eg an adjective or adverb. 
quali-tat-ive /'kwolitetiv US. -teit-/ adj 
relating to quality: ~ analysis. > quantita- 
tive. 
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qual-ity /‘kwolot:/ пл (р/ -ies) 1 [C,U] (esp 
high standard, of) goodness or worth: We aim 
at ~ rather than quantity, aim to produce 
superior goods, not large quantities. 2 [C] 
something that is special in or that distin- 
guishes a person or thing: One ~ of leadership 
is to be trusted. 

qualm /kwa:m/ и [С] 1 feeling of doubt (esp 
about whether one is doing or has done right): 
He felt no ~s about borrowing money from 
friends. 2 temporary feeling of sickness in the 
‚ stomach: ~s which spoilt his appetite. 

quan-dary /'kwondor:/ п [C] (p/ -ies) state of 
doubt or confusion: be in a ~ about what to do 
next. 

quango /'kwengou/ п [С] (р! ~s) semi- 
autonomous government committee or 
organization. 

quan-ti-tat-ive /‘kwontitetiv US: -teit-} adj 
relating to quantity: ~ analysis. © ачай- 
tative. 

quan-tity /'kwontoti/ (pi -ies) 1 [U] the 
property of things which can be measured, eg 
size, weight, number: / prefer quality to ~. 2 
[К] amount, total or number: There’s only a 
small ~ (ie not much or not many) left. 3 (of- 
ten р/) large amount or number: He buys 
things in large quantities. 4 an unknown 
quantity, (a) (maths) symbol (usually x) 
representing an unknown value т an equa- 
tion. (b) (fig) person or thing whose ability, 
etc is not known: The Union’s candidate is an 
unknown ~, may or may not win the election. 
quantity sur'veyor, expert who estimates 
quantities of materials needed in building, 
their cost, etc. 

quar-an-tine /‘kworontizn US: 'kwo:r-/ п 
[C,U]} (esp of imported animals) (period of) 
separation from others until it 1s known that 
there is no danger of spreading disease: be in/ 
out of ~.0 vi put m quarantine. 

quar-rel /'kworal US: 'kwo:ral/ п [С] 1 angry 
argument; strong disagreement: have а ~ with 
him about the weather. 2 cause for being angry; 
reason for protest or complaint: / have no ~ 
with/ against him. pick a quarrel (with sb), 
find or invent some occasion or excuse for dis- 
agreement, etc. © patch?. с vi (-Н-, US also 
-|-) 1 have, take part in, a quarrel: The thieves 
~led with one another about how to divide the 
money. 2 disagree (with); complain about: /t’s 
not the fact of examinations Гт ~ling with; it’s 
the way they’ re conducted. 
'quar-rel-some /-sam/ adj quickly made to 
argue; often causing arguments. 

quarry’ /‘kworn US: 'kwo:r/ п [С] (pl -ies) 
(usually sing) hunted animal, bird, etc. 

quarry? /'kwor US: 'kwo:n/ п [С] (pi -ies) 
place (not underground like a mine) where 
stone, slate, etc is obtained (for building, 
road-making, etc). с vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) get from 
a quarry: ~ limestone. 


quality /quaver 


quart /kwo:t/ п [С] measure of capacity equa 
to two pints or about 1-14 litres. 

quar-ter /'kwo:to(r)/ п [С] 1 fourth part (4); 
one of four equal or corresponding parts: а ~ 
of а mile; a mile anda ~; a ^ of an hour, 15 
minutes; an hour and a ~; the first ~ of this 
century, ie 1901 —25. 2 point of time 15 min- 
utes before or after any hour: a~ to(US = of) 
two; а ~ past ях. 3 three months, esp as а 
period for which rent and other payments are 
made. 4 (US) (coin worth) 25 cents. 5 (used of 
animals in compounds) section including a 
leg: 'fore-~s; ‘hind-~s. 6 direction; district; 
source of supply; help, information, etc: travel 
in every ~ of the globe, everywhere. As his 
father was penniless, he could expect no help 
from that ~. 7 division of a town, esp one of a 
particular group of people: the Chinese ~ of 
San Francisco. 8 one-fourth of a lunar month: 
the moon at the first ~]in its last ~. 9 (pl) place 
to stay in: married ~s. All troops must return 
to ~s at once, return to barracks. > head- 
quarters. 10 at close quarters, close 
together. 11 place for duty by sailors on a 
ship, esp for fighting: Officers and men at once 
took up their ~s. 12 back part of a ship’s side: 
on the port|starboard ~. 13 (GB) fourth part 
of a hundredweight, 28 Ib; (US) 25 15; measure 
of grain of eight bushels. с vt 1 divide into 
quarters. 2 place (troops) in lodgings: ~ 
troops on the villagers. 

;quarter-'final, (sport) one of four competi- 
tions or matches, the winners of which play in 
the semi-finals. 

'quarter-master, (a) (army) (abbr @ М) of- 
ficer in charge of the stores, etc of a battahon. 
(b) (navy) petty officer in charge of steering 
the ship, signals, etc. 
;quarter-master-'general, (army) (abbr 
QMG)staff officer in charge of supplies. 

quar-ter-ly /'kwo:tali/ adj, adv (happening) 
once in each three months: ~ payments; to be 
paid ~. оп [К] (pl -ies) periodical published 
every 3 months. 

quar-tet, quar-tette /kwo:'tet/ п [К] 
(piece of music for) four players or singers: a 
string ~, for (usually) two viohns, viola and 
cello; a piano ~, for piano and three stringed 
instruments. 

quartz /'kwo:ts/ п [Ч] sorts of hard mineral 
(esp crystallized sihca), including agate and 
other semi-precious stones. 

quash /kwof/ vi put an end to, reject as not 
valid (by legal procedure): ~ a verdict. 


quasi- /|,kweisai/ prefix almost, partly: 
quasi-of ficial. 
quat-er-cen-ten-ary = /,kwo:tosen'tiznar! 


US: ,kwoter'sentaneri/ adj, п [С] (pi -ies) (of 
the) 400th anniversary: the ~ celebrations in 
1964 of Shakespeare’s birth. 

qua-ver /'kwervo(r)/ vt,vi 1 (of the voice or a 
sound) shake; tremble: in a ~ing voice; in a 


quay / quid 
voice that .-~ed:-2 say or sing in a shaking 
voice. ол [С] 1 trembling sound. 2 (music) 
note with one-half the value of a crotchet. 

quay /ki:/ n [С] landing-place usually built of 
stone or iron, alongside which ships can be 
tied up for loading and unloading. 

queasy /'kwi:z1/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of food) 
causing a feeling of sickness in the stomach. 2 
(of the stomach) easily upset. 3 (of a person) 
easily made sick. 

queen /kwi:n/[C] 1 woman ruler in her own 
right: the Олх of England; Qw~ Elizabeth И. 2 
wife of a king. 3 woman regarded as first of a 
group: a 'beauty-~. 4 (chess) most powerful 
piece for attack or defence. 5 (playing-cards) 
ore with the picture of a queen: the ~ of 
spades|hearts. 6 fertile, egg-producing, female 
of bees, ants, etc. 
queen 'mother, 
sovereign. 
;Queen’s 'Counsel, (abbr QC) © King's 
Counsel. | 
queen-ly adj like, fit Гог, a queen. 

queer’ /kwia(r)/ adj (-er, -est) 1 strange; un- 
usual: а ~ way of talking. 2 causing doubt or 
suspicion: ~ noises in the attic. 3 (informal) 
unwell; sick: feel very ~. 

queer? /kwie(r)/ © pitch'(1).. 

quell /kwel/ vt suppress (a rebellion, rebels, 
opposition). 

quench /kwentS/ у! 1 put out (flames, fire). 2 
satisfy (thirst). 3 put an end to (hope). 

queru-lous /'kwerulas/ adj (formal) full of 
complaints: in a~ tone. 

query /'kwioari/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 question, esp 
one raising a doubt about the truth of some- 
thing: raise a ~. 2 mark (eg ?) put against 
something, eg in the margin of a document, as 
a sign of doubt. о vt 1 inquire: / ~ whether|if 
his word can be relied on. 2 express doubt 
about: ~ a person’s instructions. 3 put a mark 
(eg ?) against. 

quest /kwest/ п [С] (formal) search: the ~ for 
gold. a vt (formal) search (for): ~ing for 
further evidence. 

ques-tion' /‘kwestfon/ п [С] 1 sentence 
which by word-order, use of words such as 
who, why, etc written with ? at the end, or by 
intonation, asks for information, an answer, 
etc. 2 something which needs to be decided; 
inquiry; problem: economic ~s. Success is only 
a ~ of time, will certainly come sooner or lat- 
er. The ~ is..., What we want to know, What 
we must decide, is... in question, being talk- 
ed about: Where’s the man in ~? out of the 
question, impossible: We can’t go out in this 
weather; it’s out of the ~. 3 [Ч] (the putting 
forward of) doubt, objection: There is no ~ 
about|some ~ as to his honesty. beyond 
(all)/without question, certain(ly); with- 
out doubt: His honesty is beyond. ай ~. With- 
out ~, he’s the best man for the job. 


mother of a reigning 
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“\question-mark, (a) the mark (7) at the end 
of.a written question. (b) (fig) instance of 

“doubt: а ~-mark about/over her suitability for 
the job. 

‘question time, (in the House of Com- 
mons) period when ministers answer ques- 
tions put by Members. 

ques-tion? /'kwestfan/ vi 1 ask a question; 
examine: He was ~ed by the police. 2 express 
or feel doubt about: ~ her honesty; ~ the 
value/importance of games at school. 
ques:-tion-able /-abl/ adj doubtful: a ~able 
account of what happened. 

ques-tion-ably /-abli/ adv 

ques-tioner, person who questions. 

ques-tion-naire /,kwestfa'nea(r)/ п 1С] 
printed list of questions to be answered by a 
group of people, esp to get facts or informa- 
tion, or fora survey. 

queue /kju:/ п [С] 1 line of people waiting for 
their turn (eg to enter a cinema, get on a bus, 
buy something): form a/stand ina ~. jump 
the queue, © jump?(8). 2 line of vehicles 
waiting to proceed: A ~ of cars was held up by 
the traffic lights. о vi get into, be in, a queue: 
queuing up for tickets|to buy tickets. 

quibble /'kwibl/ п [С] attempt to escape 
giving an honest answer (in an argument), by 
using a secondary or doubtful meaning of a 
word or phrase. о vi argue about small points 
or differences: quibbling about/over nothing of 
importance. 

quick /kwik/ adj (-er, -est) 1 moving fast; 
able to move fast and do things in a short time; 
done in a short time: а ~ train/worker; have а 
~ meal. Be ~ about it! Hurry up! 2 lively; 
bright; active; prompt: ~ fo seize an opportun- 
ity; ~ at figures; а ~ (= intelligent) child;a~ 
temper, easily angered. о n[U] tender or sensi- 
tive flesh below the skin, esp the nails: bite 
one’s nails to the ~. cut/touch sb to the 
quick, hurt his feelings deeply. o adv (-er, 
-est) (informal) ( = quickly and always placed 
after the verb): Can’t you run ~er? He wants to 
getrich~, 
'quick-step, kind of ballroom Е step. 
;quick-'tempered adj и: made angry. 
quick.ly adv 
quick-ness п [0] 

quicken //Ку!Кэп/ vt,vi 1 make or become 
quick(er): We ~ed our pace. Our pace ~ed. 2 
make or become more lively, vigorous" or 
active: His pulse ~ed. 

quick-sand /‘kwiksend/ п [С] (area of) 
loose, wet, deep sand which sucks down men, 
vehicles, etc that try to cross it. 

quick-sil-ver = /‘kwiksilva(r)/ п (U] = 
mercury. . 

quick-step /'kwikstep/n > СК | 

quid /kwid/ n [С] (p/ unchanged) (GB 5) = 
pound'(2): earning twenty ~ (= £20) ‹ а week. 
quids ‘in, (sl) profiting. 
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quiet /'kwarot/ adj (-er, -est) 1 with tittle-or 
no sound: a ~ classroom. 2 free from excite- 
ment, trouble, anxiety: live a ~ life in ‘the 
country. 3 gentle; not rough (in attitude, etc): а 
~ personality. 4 (of colours) not bright. 5 not 
open or revealed: harbouring ~ resentment. 
keep sth quiet, keep it secret. on the 
quiet, (or, informal, on the qt |,kju: 'ti:/), 
secretly: have a whisky on the ~. a n[U] state 
of being quiet (all senses): live in peace and~. 

quieten /‘kwaistn/ vt,vi make or become 
quiet: ~ children|fears|suspicions. The city 
~ed down after the political disturbances. 

quiff /kwif/ п [С] lock of hair brushed up 
above the forehead. 

quill /kwil/ п [С] 1 (also '~-feather) large wing 
or tail feather; (hollow stem of) such a feather 
formerly used for writing with: a ~ pen. 2 
long, sharp, stiff spine of a porcupine. 

quilt /kwilt/ п [С] thick bed-covering of two 
layers of cloth padded with soft material kept 
in place by cross lines of stitches. > continen- 
tal quilt, duvet. o vt make in the form of a 
quilt, ie with soft material between layers of 
cloth: a ~ed dressing-gown. 

quilt-ing, material for a quilt. 

quin /kwin/ п [С] (abbr of) quintuplet (but 
quin is more usual). 

quin-cen-ten-ary /,kwinson'ti:nart (5: 
-'sentaneri/ adj, п [С] (pl -ies) (of) (the celebra- 
tion of the) 500th anniversary of an event. 

quin-ine /kwi'ni:n US: 'kwainain/ n [U] bit- 
ter medicine used for fevers such as malaria. 

Quin-qua-ges-ima /,kwinkwoa'dzesima/ и 
the Sunday before Lent. 

quin-tes-sence /kwin'tesns/ и [С] (formal) 
perfect example: the ~ of virtue. 

quin-tet, quin-tette /kwin'tet/ п [С] 
(piece of music for) five players or singers: a 
string ~, string quartet and an additional cello 
or viola; a piano ~, string quartet and piano; a 
wind ~, bassoon, clarinet, flute, horn and 
oboe. 

quin-tu-plet /"kwintjuphit US: kwin'tu:plit/ 
п [С] (abbr дит which is more usual) one of: 
five babies at a birth. ete usually pl: one of 
the -~s, nota~.) 

quip /kwip/ п [С] clever, witty or sarcastic 
remark or saying. 0 vi (-pp-) make quips. 

quire /'kwaia(r)/ п [С] twenty- “four: sheets of 
‘writing-paper: 

quirk /kw3:k/n[C] odd act or behaviour. 

quis-ling /‘kwizlin/ п [С] person who co- 
operates with the authorities of an enemy 
country who are occupying his country. 

ди! /kwit/ adj free, clear: We are well ~ of 
him, fortunate to be rid of him. 

quit? /kwit/ vt (pt ~ted or ~) (-tt- US also 
-t-) 1 go away from; leave: / ~ted him in 
disgust. We’ ve had notice to ~, a warning that 
we must give up the house we rent. 2 stop: He 
~ work when the bell rang. ` 


quiet / quote 

quitter; bo iow gaa cect accordant 

ish what he has started: 

quite /kwait/:adv 1:completely:: altegetiere ¢ 
~ agreelunderstand. She was ~ alone. That's 
~ another (= a completely different) story. 2 
to a certain extent; a little more (so) than not: 
~ a good player. It’s ~ warm today. (Note: 
used before an adjective.) г> rather(3). 3 
really; truly: She’s ~ a beauty. 4 (used to show 
agreement, understanding, etc): A: ‘/Г5 a 
difficult situation’. В: ‘Q~ (so)? A: ‘Гт so 
sorry; Гт afraid Гт late’. В: ‘Oh, that’s ~ all 
right’. 

quits /kwits/ adj be quits (with sb), be on 
even terms (by repaying a debt of money, 
punishment, etc): We’re ~ now. call it quits, 
agree that things are even, that a dispute or 
quarrel is over. double or quits, (in gam- 
bling) paying double or nothing that is owed. 

quiver’ /'kwiva(r)/ п [С] sheath for carrying 
arrows. 

quiver? /'kwiva(r)/ vt,vi (cause to) tremble 
slightly or vibrate: а ~ing leaf; ~ing with fear. 
o n[C] quivering sound or movement. 

quix-otic /kwik'sptik/ adj (formal) generous, 
unselfish, imaginative, in a way that dis- 
regards one’s own welfare. 

quiz /kwiz/ vt (-zz-) ask questions of, as a test 
of knowledge. о п [C] (-zz-) (modern use) 
general knowledge test or contest. 

quiz-zi-cal /'kwizikl/ adj (formal) 1 causing 
amusement. 2 teasing: a ~ smile. 3 expressing 
disbelief, puzzlement; questioning: а ~ look. 
quiz-zi-cally /-kli/ adv 

quoit /Кои US: kwoit/ п [С] ring (of metal, 
rubber, горе) to be thrown at a peg so as to en- 
circle it; (p/) this game (often played on the 
deck of a ship, 'deck-~s). 

quor-ate /‘kwo:reit/ adj (informal) having a 
quorum. . 

quo-rum /'kwo:ram/ и [С] (p! ~s) number of 
persons who must, by the rules, be present‘at a 
meeting (a committee, etc) before its pro- 
ceedings can have authority: have/forma~. 

quota /'kwoute/ п [С] (р! ~s) limited share, 
amount or number, esp a quantity of goods al- 
-lowed to be manufactured, sold,-etc or num- 
ber, eg of immigrants allowed to enter a 
country: The ~ of trainees a is has al- 
ready been filled. 

quo-ta:tion /kwoau'teifn/ и 1: {U)}-quot- 
‘ing(1). 2 [С] something quoted (1. : -55 from 
Shakespeare. 3 [С] statement ‘of *theeurrent 
price of an article, etc: the latest ~s from the 
Stock Exchange. 4 [С] estimate of the cost of a 
piece of work: Can you give me a~ forbuilding 
a garage? 

quo'tation marks, the marks ‘—’ or “— 
enclosing words spoken or quoted. 

quote /kwoaut/ vt 1 repeat, write (words used 
by another, from a book, an author, etc): ~ 

from the newspaper; ~ the Chairman. 2 give (a 
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reference, etc) to support a statement: Can you 
~ (me) a recent instance? 3 name, mention (a 
price): This is the best price lcan~ you. 
quot-able /-эЫ/ adj that can be, or deserves 
to be, quoted. 

quoth /kwou6/ vi (archaic) (ist and 3rd per- 
son sing, pt only) said: ~ //he/she. 

quo-tient /'kwaufant/ п [С] (maths) number 
obtained by dividing one number by another. 


Rr 


В, г /a:(r)/ (pl R's, г$ /а:2/) the eighteenth let- 
ter of the English alphabet. the three R’s, 
reading, (w)riting and (a)rithmetic as the basis 
of an elementary education. 

rabbi /'rzbai/ и [С] (p/ ~s) teacher of the Jew- 
ish law; (title of a) spiritual leader of a Jewish 
congregation. 
rab-bini-cal /гэ Би КИ adj 

rab-bit /'rzbit/ n [С] small burrowing animal 
with long ears of the hare family. с у! (-tt-) 
hunt rabbits: go ~ting. 

'vabbit-hutch, cage for domestic rabbits. 
'rabbit-punch, punch on the back of the 
neck with the side of the hand. 
'vabbit-warren, area of land full of rabbit- 
burrows. 

rabble /'rzbl/ п [С] disorderly crowd; mob. 
'vabble-rousing adj inciting the passions of 
the mob: ,~-rousing 'speeches|'speakers. 

rabid /'rebid/ adj 1: affected with rabies. 2 
(fiz) furious; fanatical: ~ hate of socialism. 

ra-bies /'reibi:z/ п [0] infectious fatal disease 
causing madness in dogs and other animals. 

rac-Ccoon = racoon. 

race’ /reis/ п [С] 1 contest or competition in 
speed, eg in running, swimming or to see who 
can finish a piece of work, or get to a certain 
place, first: a 'horse-~; run а ~ with the other 
school. a race against time, an effort to 
finish something before a certain time. 2 
strong, fast current of water in the sea, a river, 
etc. о vi,vt 1 compete in speed, have a race; 
move at full speed: boys racing home from 
school; ~ with|against somebody for a prize. 2 
own or train horses for racing and take part in 
horse-races: He ~s at all the big meetings. 3 
cause (a person or thing) to move at full speed: 
He ~dme to the station in his саг. 
rac-ing п [Ч] (esp) the hobby, sport or profes- 
sion of running horses or driving motor-cars 
in races. 

'race-course, ground where horse-races are 
run. 

'race-horse, special breed for racing. 
'race-meeting, occasion when a number of 


horse-races are held at a certain place. 
'race-track, path prepared for races, eg та 
stadium. 

race? /reis/ n 1 [СО] any of several subdiv- 
isions of mankind sharing certain physical 
characteristics, esp colour of skin, colour and 
type of hair, shape of eyes and nose: people of 
the same ~ but of different culture. 2 [С] (used 
loosely for a) group of people having a com- 
mon culture, history or language: the 'German 
~.3 (used as an adjective): Can ~ relations be 
improved by legislation? 4 [С] main division of 
any living creatures: the human ~, mankind. 

ra-cial /'reifl/ adj relating to гасе?(1,2): ~ 
conflict/minorities|discrimination|harmony. 
ra-cially /-fali/ adv 
ra-cial-ism /-12эт/ п [0] conflict between dif- 
ferent races; belief that one’s own race is 
superior. 
ra-cial-ist /-ist/, person who believes that 
some races are superior to others. 

ra-cily, raci-ness © racy. 

ra-cing /'reisin/n © race’. 

ra-cism /'reisizam/n[U] = racialism. 
ra-cist /-1st/[C] = racialist. 

rack’ /rek/ п [С] 1 wooden or metal frame- 
work for holding food for animals (in a stable 
or in the fields). 2 framework with bars, pegs, 
etc for holding things, hanging things on, etc: 
a'plate-~; a'tool-~. 3 shelf over the seats of a 
train, plane, bus, etc for light luggage: a 
"luggage-~. 4 rod, bar or rail with teeth or 
cogs into which the teeth on a wheel (or рн 
nion) fit (as used on special railways up a steep 
hill-side). 

rack? /г=К/ п [С] (usually the ~) instrument of 
torture (a frame with rollers to which a person 
was tied so that his joints were stretched when 
the rollers were turned). 0 vt1 torture by plac- 
ing.on the rack. 2 (of a disease or of mental ag- 
ony) inflict torture on: ~ed with pain. 3 rack 
one’s brains (for), make great mental ef- 
forts (for, in order to find, an answer, method, 
etc). 

rack? /rek/ п (only in) go to rack and ruin, 
fall into a ruined state. 

racket! /'rzkit/ 1 1 (sing only, with a, an or 
[U]} loud noise: The young men in the pub 
kicked up such a ~, were very noisy. 2 [U] 
(time of) great social activity: / hate the ~ of 
living in London. 3 [С] (informal) dishonest 
way of getting money (by deceiving or 
‘threatening people, selling worthless goods, 
etc). 4 [С] ordeal. 
rack-et-eer /,rek:'tio(r)/ и [С] person who is 
engaged т а racket(3). 

racket’, rac-quet /'rekit/ л [С] 1 light, 
stringed bat used for hitting the ball in tennis, 
badminton, etc. 2 (p/) ball-game for two or 
four players in a court with four walls. 

rac-on-teur /,rekon'i3:(r)/ п [С] person who 
tells stories with skill and wit. 
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rac-oon, rac-coon /ra'ku:n US: re-/ n [С] 
small, flesh-eating animal of N America with 
a bushy, ringed tail; [U] its fur. 

rac-quet n(C] = racket’. 

racy /'reisi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of speech or 
writing) full of activity and life; spirited: a ~ 
style/novel. 2 having strongly marked quali- 
ties: a~ flavour. 
ra-cily /-ali/ adv 
ra-ci-ness 7 [О] 

ra-dar /'reida:(r)/ п [U] (the use of) apparatus 
that shows on a screen (by means of radio 
echoes) solid objects that come within its 
range, used (eg by pilots of ships, aircraft or 
spacecraft) in fog, war, etc and which gives in- 
formation about their position, movement, 
speed, etc: follow an aircraft by ~; (used as an 
adjective): a'~ screen. 

ra-diali /'reidial/ adj 1 relating to a ray, rays or 
a radius. 2 (of spokes in a bicycle wheel, etc) 
from a centre; arranged like rays or radii. оп 
[©] (also ~ tyre) tyre designed (by having the 
material inside the tyre wrapped in a direction 
radial to the hub of the wheel) to give more 
grip on road surfaces, esp when cornering or 
when roads are wet. 
ra-di-ally /-1al1/ adv 

ra-di-ance /'reidions/ и [0] radiant quality. 

ra-di-ant /'reidiont/ adj 1 sending out rays of 
light; shining: the ~ sun. 2 (of a person, his 
looks, eyes) showing great joy or love: a ~ 
face. 3 (physics) transmitted by radiation: ~ 
heatjenergy. 
ra-di-ant-ly adv 

ra-di-ate /'reidieit/ vt,vi 1 send out rays of 
(light or heat). 2 (fig) send out: a bride who ~s 
happiness. 3 come ог go out in rays; show: heat 
that ~s from a fireplace; the happiness that ~s 
from her eyes. 4 spread out like radii: the ave- 
nues that ~ from the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. 

ra-di-ation |,reidi'ei{n/ п 1 [0] radiating. 2 
[9] (physics) the sending out of energy, heat, 
light, etc in rays. 3 [С] something radiated: ~s 
emitted by an X-ray apparatus. 

ra-di-ator /'re:dieito(r)/ п [С] 1 apparatus (in 
a room) for radiating heat, esp heat from hot 
water supplied through pipes or from electric 
current. 2 device for cooling the cylinders of 
the engine of a motor-vehicle: This car has a 
fan-cooled~. 

‘radiator grill, grill in front of the engine of 
a motor-vehicle. 

rad-ical /'redikl/ adj 1 of or from the root or 
base: ~ (= thorough and complete) changes. 
2 (politics) favouring complete reform; ad- 
vanced (and usually left-wing) in opinions and 
policies: the R~ Party. в п [C] person with 
radical(2) opinions. 
radi-cally /-kli/ adv 

ra-dit /'reidiai/ п p/ © radius. 

ra-dio /'reidiau/ п (р/ ~s) 1 [U] (communica- 
tion by) electromagnetic waves or by tele- 


racoon/rag 

phone: send a message by ~. 2 [U] broadcast- 

ing by this means: hear-something on the ~; (as 

an adjective) a ~~ programme. 3 [C] apparatus 

(eg on ships, aircraft) for transmitting and 

receiving radio messages or (eg in the home) 

for receiving sound broadcast programmes: a 

transistor ~~. 

lradio frequency, frequency(2) between 10 

kilocycles per second and 300000 megacycles 

per second. 

radio- |,reidiau/ prefix (esp) of rays. 
jradio 'telescope, apparatus that detects 
stars by means of radio waves from outer 
space and tracks spacecraft. 
radio 'therapist, expert in radio therapy. 
jradio-'therapy, treatment of disease by 
means of X-rays or other forms of radiation, 
eg of heat. 

radio-active /|,reidieu 'ektiv/ adj (of such 
metals as uranium) having atoms that break 
up and, in so doing, send out rays in the form 
of electrically charged particles capable of 
passing through material that cannot be seen 
through and of producing electrical effects: ~ 
dust, dust (eg:as carried by winds) from explo- 
sions of nuclear bombs, etc. 
jradio-ac:'tiv-ity п [0] 

radi-ogra-phy /|,reidi'pgrafi/ п [Ч] produc- 
tion of X-ray photographs. 
radi-'‘ogra-pher, person trained in radio- 
graphy. 

radio-iso-tope /|,reidisu ‘aisataup/ п [С] 
radioactive form of an element, used in medi- 
cine, industry, etc. 

rad-ish /тедЦ/ п [С] plant used in salad, with 
a white or red root. 

ra-dius /'reidios/ м [К] (p/ radii /-diai/) 1 
(length of a) straight line from the centre of a 
circle or sphere to any point on the circumfer- 
ence or surface. 2 circular area measured by its 
radius: The police searched all the fields and 
woods within а ^^ of two miles. 3 (anat) outer of 
the two bones in the forearm. 

raf-fia /'rzfio/ п [U) fibre from the leaf-stalks 
of a kind of palm-tree, used for making bas- 
kets, hats, mats, etc. 

raffle /тхйЯ/ п [С] зае of an article by a lot- 
tery, often for a charitable purpose. с vt sell in 
a raffle: raffling (off) a television. 

raft /ra:ft US: reft/n[C]1 number of logs fas- 
tened together to be floated down a river. 2 = 
life-raft: The sailors got away from the wrecked 
ship ona~.0 vt,vicarry, move, go, оп а raft. 

raf-ter /'ra:fto(r) US: 'ref-/ п [С] one of the 
sloping beams of the framework on which the 
tiles or slates of a roof are supported. 

rag' /reg/n[C]}1 odd bit of cloth: a~ to polish 
the car with. 2 (used contemptuously for a) 
newspaper: Why do you read that worthless ~? 

гад? /reg/ vt (-gg-) (informal) play practical 

jokes оп. о п [C] procession of amusing 

floats'(3), eg as held by college students. 


rage/raisin 


.'vag-day, day on which students hold.a rag, 
and often collect money for charity. 


rage /reid3/ n 1 [СЧ] (outburst of) furious 


-anger: shouting with ~; the ~ of the sea, its 
violence during a storm. be in/fly into a 
rage, be, become, very angry. 2 [C] strong de- 
sire: He has а ~ for collecting butterflies. 3 be 

‘(all) the rage, (informal) something for 
which there is temporary enthusiasm: Long 
hair on men is all the ~ this summer. vi1 be 
very angry: He ~d and fumed against me for 
not letting him have his own way. 2 (of storms, 
etc) be violent: The storm/battle ~dall day. 

rag-ged /'rzgid/ adj 1 (with clothes) badly 
torn or in rags: а ~ coat/old man. 2 having 
rough or irregular edges or outlines or sur- 
faces: a dog witha ~ coat of hair; a sleeve with 
~ edges. 3 (of work, etc) not having smooth- 
ness or uniformity: a ~ performance, eg of an 
actor, a piece of music. 
rag-ged-ly adv 

rag-time /'rzgtaim/ п [Ч] (1920’s) popular 
music and dance of US Negro origin, the 
accent of the melody falling just before the 
regular beat of the accompaniment. 

raid /reid/ п К] 1 surprise attack made by 
troops, ship(s) or aircraft: make a ~ on the 
enemy’s camp; killed in an ‘air-~, an attack by 
aircraft. 2 sudden visit by police to make ar- 
rests: a ~~ оп a casino. 3 sudden attack for the 
purpose of taking money: a ~ on a bank by 
armed men. с vt,vi carry out a raid: Boys have 
been ~ ing my orchard, stealing fruit. 
raider, person, ship, aircraft, etc that makes 
a raid. 

rail’ /reil/ п [С] 1 horizontal or sloping bar or 
rod or continuous series of bars or rods, of 
wood or metal, as part of a fence, as a protec- 
tion against contact or falling over: metal ~s 
round a monument. He was leaning over the 
(ship’s) ~. 2 similar bar or rod placed for 
things to hang оп: a'towel-~, eg at the side of 
a wash-basin. 3 steel bar or continuous line of 
such bars, laid on the ground as one side of a 
track for trains or trams: а '~ strike, of rail- 
-way workers. off the rails, (a) (of a train) 
off the track. (b) (fig) out of order, out of con- 
trol. (с) (informal) mad. о vt rail off/in, put 
rails(1) round: fields that are ~ed off om the 
road. 

‘тай.гоаа, (US) = railway. 

'raileway, (a) track on which trains run: 
build a new ~way. (b) system of such tracks, 
with the locomotives, wagons, etc and the or- 


ganization controlling the system: work оп/ © 


nationalize the ~way. (c) (as an adjective): a 
'~way station|bridge. 
rail-ing л [С] (often p/) fence made with rails. 
rail? /reil/ vi find fault; criticize. 
rai-ment /'rermmoant/ и [Ч] (Jiterary) clothing. 
rain’ /reim/ п 1 [U] condensed moisture of the 
atmosphere falling in separate drops; fall of 
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such drops: /t looks like ~, as if there will be'a 

fall of rain. Don’t go out in the ~. (come) 

rain or shine, (a) whatever the weather is 
like. (b) (fig) whether conditions are favour- 
able or not: He’s always there; come ~ or 

shine. right as rain, © right (4). 2 (with a 
and an adjective) fall or shower of rain: There 
was а heavy ~ last night. 3 (usually sing with a) 
fall of something like rain: a ~ of arrows| 
bullets. 
the rains, the season in tropical countries 
when there is heavy and continuous rain. 
rain-bow /'rembou/, arch containing the col- 
ours of the spectrum, formed in the sky oppo- 
site the sun when rain is falling or when the 
sun shines on mist or spray. 

'rain-coat, light coat of waterproof or 
tightly-woven material. 

'vain-drop, single drop of rain. 

'vain-fall, amount of rain falling within a 
given area ш a given time. 

тат forest, hot, wet forest in tropical areas, 
where rainfall is heavy and there is no dry 
season. 

'rain-gauge, instrument for measuring rain- 
fall. : 
'vain-proof adj abiet to keep rain out. 
'yain-water, water that has fallen as rain and 
has been collected. 

rain? /rein/ ур! 1 fall as rain: Jt was ~ing. It 
never rains but it pours, (proverb) If one 
disaster happens, others will follow. 2 fallina 
stream: Tears ~ed down her cheeks. 3 send or 
come down (on): The people ~ed gifts on/upon 
the heroes returning from the war. 

rainy /теши/ adj (-ier, -iest) having much 
rain: ~ weather; a ~ day|climate; the '~ 
season. save/put away/keep sth for a 
rainy day, save money for a time when one 
may need it. 

raise /reiz/ vt 1 lift up; move from a lower) to 
a high(er) level; cause to rise: ~ a sunken ship 
to the surface of the sea; ~ one’s glass to one’s 
lips; ~ prices; ~ (= build, erect) a monument. 
raise sb’s hopes, © hope ‘(1). raise 
one’s voice, > voice(3). 2 cause to be up- 
right: ~ a man from his knees; ~ the banner of 
revolt. 3 cause to rise or appear: ~ a cloud of 
dust; shoes that ~ blisters on my feet; a long, 
hot walk that ~d a good thirst, caused:ithe 
walker to be thirsty. raise sb from the 
dead, restore him to life. raise a laugh, do 


-something to cause laughter. raise Cain/ 


hell/the devil/the roof, (sl) become very 
angry; start a big row. 4 bring up for discus- 
sion or attention: ~ а new рота question|a 
protestjan objection. 5 grow or produce 
(crops); breed (sheep, etc); bring up (a family). 
6 get or bring together; manage to get: ~ ‘an 
army; ~ а loan; ~ ОЕ for anew swimming- 
pool. ол[С] (05) = rise'(2). : 
raisin /'reizn/ п [С] dried sweet grape; as nse 
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in cakes, etc. ` ; 

ra-jah. /'ra:d3a/ и [С] Indian prince; Malayan 
chief. | 

rake’ /reik/ n [С] long-handled tool with 
prongs used for drawing together straw, dead 
leaves, etc, for smoothing soil or gravel, etc. o 
vt,vi 1 use a rake (on); make smooth with a 
rake: ~ garden paths; raking together dead 
leaves; ~ the soil smooth for a seedbed. 2 get 
(something together, up, out, etc) with or as 
with a rake: ~ out a fire, get the ashes or cind- 
ers out from the bottom of a grate, etc. rake 
sth in, (fig) earn, make, much money: The 
firm 15. very successful—they’re raking it in| 
raking in the money. rake over/through 
sth, search for facts, etc: ~ through old man- 
uscripts for information. rake sth up, (esp) 
bring to people’s knowledge (something 
which it is better not to remember): ~ up old 
quarrels|the past. 3 fire at with guns, from end 
to end: ~ a ship. 

'rake-off, (s/) (usually dishonest) share of 
profits: /f J put this bit of business your way, I 
expecta~-off. 

rake? /reik/ и [С] (dated) immoral man. 

rake? /reik/ vi,vt 1 (of a ship) project beyond 
the keel; (of the funnel, masts) (cause to) slope 
towards the stern. 2 (of the stage of a theatre, 
cinema) slope down (towards the audience). o 
п [С] degree of slope. 

rak-ish /'reikif/ adj 1 of or like a rake”: a~ 
appearance. 2 on one side: set one’s hat ata~ 
angle. 

rak-ish-ly adv 

rally /'rali/ vt,vi (pt,pp -lied) 1 (cause to) come 
together, esp after defeat or confusion, or in 
the face of threats or danger, to make new ef- 
forts: The troops rallied round their leader. The 
leader rallied his men. They rallied to the sup- 
port of the Prime Minister. 2 give new strength 
to; (cause to) recover health, strength, firm- 
ness: ~ one’s strength|spirits; ~ from an ill- 
ness. оп [С] (pl -ies) 1 gathering or assembly, 
esp to encourage fresh effort: а po'litical ~; a 
'реасе ~, one to urge the ending or avoiding of 
war. 2 meeting of a number of car drivers or 
-motor-cyclists for a competition, etc. (in ten- 
nis, etc) exchange of several strokes. 

ram /гет/ п [С] 1 uncastrated male sheep. 2 
one of various implements or devices for strik- 
ing or pushing with great force. 3 = battering 
ram. с vt (-mm-) strike and push heavily: ~ 
piles into a river bed. 

'ram-rod, iron rod for ramming the charge 
into old (muzzle-loading) guns. | 

Rama-dan /гето'аш US: -'den/ n ninth 
-month of the Muslim year, when Muslims fast 
-between sunrise and sunset. 

ramble /гхтЫ/ vi 1 walk for pleasure, with 
no special destination. 2 (fig) wander in one’s 
talk, not keeping to the subject. 3 (of plants) 
grow with long shoots that extend up or 


rajah/range 


along: rambling.roses. а п [С] rambling walk: 
go foracountry~. 
ram-bler, person or thing that rambles. 
ram-bling adj (a) (esp of buildings, streets, 
towns), extending in various directions as if 
built without planning. (b) (of a speech, es- 
say, etc) disconnected. 

ramp /remp/ и [С] sloping way from one level 
to another, eg instead of stairs or steps. 

ram-page /'rempeid3/ vi rush about in ex- 
citement or rage. 0 n be/go on the ram- 
page, be/go rampaging. 
ram-pa-geous /rem'peid3as/ adj (formal) 
excited and noisy. 

ram-pant /'rempont/ adj 1 (of plants, etc) 
luxuriant: Rich soil makes some plants too ~, 
causes them to spread too thickly, to have too 
much foliage, etc. 2 (of diseases, social evils, 
physical activity, etc) beyond control: 
Revenge was ~ in the village. 3 (of animals, esp 
of a lion in heraldry) on the hind legs. 
ram-pant-ly adv 

ram-part /'rempa:t/ п [С] wide bank of 
earth, often with a wall, built to defend a fort, 
etc. 

ram-rod /'remrod/ с> ram. 

ram-shackle /'remjfzkl/ adj almost col- 
lapsing: a~ house/old bus. 

ran /ren/ pt of run?. 

ranch /ra:nt{ US: геп((/ п [С] (in М America) 
large farm, esp one with extensive lands for 
cattle, but also for fruit, chickens, etc. 
'ranch house, (US) rectangular house with- 
out stairs. 
rancher, person who owns, manages or 
works on, a ranch. 

ran-cid /'rensid/ adj with the smell or taste of 
stale, decaying fat or butter. 

ran-cour (US = -cor) /‘renkoa(r)/ п [U] 
(formal) deep and long-lasting feeling that one 
has been ignored, injured or insulted: full of ~ 
(against him). 
ran-cor-ous /'renkaras/ adj 

ran-dom /'rendom/ и [0] 1 at random, 
without reason, aim or purpose: choosing chil- 
dren at ~ to help in the class. 2 (as an adjective) 
done, made, taken, at random: a ~ remark/ 
sample|selection. 

rang /ren/ pt of ring’. 

range’ /reind3/ п [С] 1 row, line or series of 
things: a magnificent ~ of mountains; a 
'mountain-~ , 2 area of ground with targets for 
shooting at: a 'rifle-~. 3 area in which rockets 
and missiles are fired. 4 distance to which a 
gun will shoot or to which a missile, etc can be 
fired: in/within/out of{beyond ~. 5 distance at 
which one can see or hear, or to which sound 
will carry. 6 extent; distance between limits: 
the ~ of an aircraft, how far it can travel with- 
out refuelling; the annual ~ of temperature, eg 
from 0°C to 30°C; a ,long-~ 'weather forecast, 
for a long period; a wide ~ of colours. 7 (fig) 


range/rasp 


extent: a subject that is outside my ~, one that 
I have not studied; a wide ~ of interests. 8 
(US) area of grazing or hunting ground. 9 
area over which plants are found growing or 
in which animals are found living: What is the 
~ of the elephant in Africa? 10 type of stove, 
with ovens, a coal boiler, and a surface for 
pans, kettles, etc. 

range? /reind3/ vt,vi 1 place in a row or rows; 
put, take one’s place, in an order, class or 
group; arrange (the usual word): The general 
~d his men along the river bank. 2 go, move, 
wander: animals ranging through the forests| 
over the hills. 3 (fig) be extensive: researches 
that ~d over a wide field; a wide-ranging dis- 
‘cussion. 4 extend, run in a line: a boundary 
that ~s north and south|from A to В. § vary be- 
tween limits: prices ranging from £7 to £10] 
between £7 and £10. 6 (of guns, projectiles) 
carry: This gun ~s over six miles, can fire to 
this distance. 

ranger /'reind3a(r)/ п [С] 1 (М America) 
forest guard. 2 (esp in Canada) one of a body 
of mounted troops employed as police (eg in 
thinly populated areas). 3 (GB) keeper of a 
royal park, who sees that the forest laws are 
observed. 

rank /renk/ n 1 [С] line of persons or things: 
Take the taxi at the head of the ~, the first one 
in the line. 2 number of soldiers placed side by 
side. 3 the ~s, ordinary soldiers, ie privates 
and corporals, contrasted with officers. 4 [C, 
U] position in a scale, distinct grade in the 
armed forces; category or class: promoted to 
the ~ of captain; be in the ~s of the unem- 
ployed. в vt,vi 1 put or arrange in a rank: A 
major ~s above a captain. 2 have a place: 
Would you ~ him among the world’s great 
statesmen? 

rankle /'rank1/ vi continue to be a painful or 
annoying memory: The insult ~d in his mind. 

ran-sack /'rensek US: ren'sek/ vt 1 search 
(a place) thoroughly: ~ a drawer for money|to 
find money. 2 rob: The house had been ~ed of 
all that was worth anything. 

ran-som /'rznsom/ n [U] freeing of a person 
who has been kidnapped on payment; [C] sum 
of money, etc, paid for this. hold a man to 
ransom, keep him as a prisoner and ask for 
money. worth a ,hing’s 'ransom, a very 
large sum of money. о vi obtain the freedom 
of (a person), set (a person) free, in exchange 
for ransom: ^ а kidnapped diplomat| 
politician. 

rant /rent/ vi,vt use pompous, boasting, loud 
language: ~ ing and raving on the stage. 

rap /rep/ n [C] 1 (sound of a) light, quick 
blow: I heard a ~ on the door. 2 (informal) 
blame; consequences. take the rap (for 
sth), (informal) be punished, etc (esp when 
imnocent). a vi,vi (-pp-) hit, strike quickly; 
make the sound ofa гар: ~ (at) the door. 
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ra-pa-cious /ra'peifas/ adj (formal) greedy 
(esp for money). 
ra-pa-cious.-ly adv 

rape /reip/ vi commit the crime of forcing 
sexual intercourse оп. о n[C}act of raping. 
ra-pist /'rerpist/, person who rapes. 

rapid /'rzpid/ adj 1 quick; moving, happen- 
ing, with great speed: а ~ decision. 2 (of a 
slope) steep; descending steeply. 
rap-id-ity /ra'pidoti/ и [© 
rap-id-ly adv 

rap-ids /'repidz/ п pi part of a river where a 
steep slope causes the water to flow fast. 

ra-pier /'reipio(r)/ п [С] light sword used for 
thrusting in duels and the sport of fencing. 

rapt /геру adj so deep in thought, so carried 
away by feelings, that one is unaware of other 
things: listening to the news with ~ attention; 
~ ina book. 

rap-ture /'reptfa(r)/ 21 [U] state of being ec- 
static: gazing with ~ at the face of the girl he 
loved. 2 (pl) state of being extremely happy, 
full of joy and enthusiasm: She went into ~s 
over the dresses they showed her. 
rap-tur-ous /'reptfaras/ adj 
rap-tur-ous-ly adv 

rare’ /rea(r)/ adj (-r, -st) unusual; uncommon; 
not often happening, seen, etc: a ~ animal. It 
is very ~ for her to arrive late. 
rare-ly adv not often: ~/y seen. 
rare-ness п [0] 

rare? /reo(r)/ adj (of meat) cooked so that the 
redness and juices are kept: a~ steak. 

rarefy /'rearifai/ уг, уг (pt,pp -ied) make or be- 
come less dense; purify: rarefied air. 

rar-ing /'rearin/ adj (informal) full of eager- 
ness: They’re ~ to go. 

rar-ity /'reorati/ и (pl -ies) 1 [Ч] rareness. 2 [С] 
something uncommon or unusual (and so val- 
uable): The person who is always happy isa~. 

ras-cal /'ra:skl US: газК/ п [С] 1 dishonest 
person. 2 (playfully) naughty child. 

rash’ /re§/ adj too hasty; done, doing things, 
without enough thought of the possible result: 
a~ act/statement/man. 
rash-ly adv 
rash-ness и [О] 

rash? /re{/ л [С] 1 (appearance, patch, of) 
tiny red spots on the skin: a 'heat-~. 2 (fig) 
sudden spread: a ~ of new bungalows on а 
country road. 

rasher /'rzfa(r)/ п [С] slice of bacon. 

rasp /ra:sp US: resp/ п [С] 1 metal tool like a 
coarse file with a surface or surfaces having 
sharp points, used for scraping. 2 rough, grat- 
ing sound produced by this tool. с vt,vi 1 
scrape with a rasp. 2 (fig) have an irritating ef- 
fect on: ~ing my nerves. 3 say in a way that 
grates or sounds like the noise of a rasp: ~ out 
orders|insults. 4 make a harsh, grating sound: 
a learner ~ ing (away) on his violin. 


_ rasp-ing-ly adv 
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rasp-berry /'ra:zbari US: 'rezberi/ п [С] (pl 
-1е$) 1 (bush with a) small, sweet yellow or red 
berry: (as an adjective) ~ jam. 2 (sl) noise 
made with the tongue and lips or by wind 
passing out of the anus, or a similar noise to 
show dislike or disapproval. 

rat /rzt/n[C)1 animal like, but larger than, a 
mouse. 2 person who deserts a cause that he 
thinks is about to fail. smel//_a rat, suspect 
that something wrong is being done. 3 (fig) co- 
wardly traitor, eg a strike-breaker. с vi (-tt-) 1 
hunt rats: go ~ting. 2 rat (on sb), (51) break 
a promise to do something. 
the 'rat race, endless and undignified com- 
petition for success in one’s career, social stat- 
us, etc. 
rat-ty adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) irritable. _ 

rat-able (also rate-able) /'reitabl/ adj hav- 
ing to pay rates(3): the '~ value of a house, its 
value as assessed for the levying of rates. | 
rat-abil-ity (also rate-) /,rerta'biloti/ и [0] 

rate’ /reit/ n 1 [С] standard or reckoning, ob- 
tained by bringing two numbers or amounts 
into relationship: the 'birth-/'death-~ ; walk at 
the ~ of 3 miles an hour. What is the letter pos- 
lage ~ to foreign countries? 2 at 'this/'that 
rate, if this/that is true, if this/that state of af- 
fairs continues. at 'any rate, in any case; at 
least: Atany ~, say you’re sorry. 3(GB) tax on 
property (land and buildings), paid to local 
authorities for local purposes. 4 speed: 
travelling|increasing at a great ~. 5 (with ordi- 
па! numbers) class or grade: first '~, excel- 
lent; second ~, fairly good; third ~, (rather) 
poor; (used as an adjective, with a BYPRED): a 
first-~ "teacher. 

the rates, payments of rates(3) collectively. 
irate of ex'change, relationship of value 
between two currencies (eg dollars and 
francs). 

'rate-payer, person paying rates(3). 

rate? /reit/ vt,vi 1 judge or estimate the value 
or qualities of: What do you ~ his wealth at? 
He was ~d as kind and hospitable. 2 (GB) 
value (property) for the purpose of assessing 
rates(3) on: My property was ~d at £200 per 
annum. 

rather /'ra:d0(r) US. 'rz-/ adv 1 more willing- 
ly; by preference or choice: Га ^ fail the exam 
if f-have to cheat. I would ~ you came tomor- 
row than today. A: ‘Will you join us т а game of 
cards” — В: ‘Thank you, but !'d~ not.’, prefer 
not to. 2 more truly, accurately or precisely: 
He arrived very late last night or ~ in the early 
hours this morning. 3 (to be distinguished from 
fairly”) in a certain degree or measure; more 
(so) than not; (a) (with adjectives, preceding 
or following a, following the): a ~ surprising 
result|~ a surprising result. (b) (with compa- 
ratives): My brother is ~ better today. (c) 
(with nouns): It's ~ a pity. (9) (with verbs): 
We were all ~ exhausted when we got to the top 


raspberry /ravage 


of the mountain. 

rat-ify /'retifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) confirm (an ag- 
reement) by signature or other formality. 
rati-fi-ca-tion /,retifi'keifn/ n[U] 

rat-ing /'reitin/ 11 [С] act of valuing property 
for the purpose of assessing rates(3); amount 
or sum fixed. 2 [C] class, classification, eg 
motor-cars by engine capacity ог horse- 
power. 3 [С] popularity of radio or TV pro- 
grammes as estimated by asking a selected 
group. 4 (navy) person’s position or class as 
recorded in Ше ship’s books; поп- 
commissioned sailor: officers and~s. 

ratio /'reifisu/ п [С] (p/ ~s) relation between 
two amounts determined by the number of 
times one contains the other: The ~s of 1 to 5 
and 20 to 100 are the same. 

ra-tion /'refn/ n 1 [С] fixed quantity, esp of 
food, allowed to one person. 2 (p/) fixed allo- 
wance served out to, eg members of the armed 
forces: go and draw ~s. а vt 1 limit (a person) 
to a fixed ration. 2 limit (food, water, etc): 
We'll have 10 ~ the water. 

ra-tion-.al /'rzfonl/ adj 1 of reason or reason- 
ing. 2 able to reason; having the faculty of 
reasoning. 3 sensible; that can be tested by 
reasoning: ~ behaviour. 
ra-tion-ally /-noli/ adv 
ra-tion.al-ity /,refa'nzloti/n[U] 

ra-tion-ale /,rzfo'na:l/ и [С] fundamental 
reason, logical basis (of something). 

ra-tion-al-is-tic /,rzfno'listik/ adj sensible, 
accepting a reasonable argument. 

ra-tion-al-ize (also -ise) /'rzfnalaiz/ vt 1 
make reasonable; treat or explain in a rational 
manner: ~ one’s fears/behaviour. 2 reorganize 
(an industry, etc) so as to lessen or get rid of 
waste (in time, labour, expense, etc). 
ration-al-iz-ation (also -isation) /,reJno- 
lar'zerfn US: -li'z-/ n[U] 

rattle /‘retl/ vt,vi 1 (cause to) make short, 
sharp sounds quickly, one after the other: The 
windows were rattling in the wind. The hail- 
Stones ~d the tin roof. &> death rattle. 2 talk, 
say or repeat (something) quickly and in a 
thoughtless way: The boy ~d off the poem he 
had learnt. 3 (informal) frighten; make ner- 
vous: He was ~d by the accident.an 1 [Ч] rat- 
tling sound: the ~ of bottles in a milkman’s 
van. 2[C] toy for producing a rattling sound. 
'rattle-snake, poisonous American snake 
that makes a rattling noise with its tail. 

ratty с rat. 

rau-cous /'ro:kas/ adj (of sounds) harsh; 
rough; hoarse: the ~ cries of the crows. 
rau-cous-ly adv 

rav-age /'revid3/ vt,vi 1 destroy; damage 
badly: forests ~d by fire. 2 (of armies, etc) rob, 
plunder, with violence: They had ~d the 
countryside. п п 1 [U] destruction. 2 (pi) 
destructive effects: the ~s of time, eg on a 
woman’s face. 


rave /read 


rave /reiv/ уг 1 talk wildly, violently, angrily: 
The patient (eg someone with a high fever) be- 
gan to ~. 2 (of the sea, wind, etc) roar; rage. 3 
talk or act with (often) excessive enthusiasm: 
She was raving about the food she had had in 
France. о п [С] 1 (informal) (often as an adjec- 


tive) enthusiastic praise: a ~ review, eg of a 


book. 2 (s/) wild, exciting party, dance, etc. 3 
(5/) great enthusiasm: be ina~ about him. 
raver, (informal) person who raves(3). 
rav-ing adj talking wildly: а raving lunatic. о 
adv to the point of talking wildly: You're гау- 
ing mad! 

ravel /'revl/ vi,vi (-ll-, US also -1-) 1 (of knit- 


ted or woven things) separate into threads. 2 


(fig) make confused. 

raven /'reivn/ п [С] 1 large, black bird like : a 
crow. 2 (as an adjective) glossy, shining black: 
~ black hair. 


rav-en-ous /'revonas/ adj 1 very hungry. 2 


greedy: a~ appetite. 


rav-en-ous-ly adv hungrily; greedily: eat ~/y 


after along journey. 

ra-vine /ro'vi:n/ п [С] deep, narrow valley.’ 
ravi-oli /,revi'suli/ п [0] flour paste (pasta) 
made in square pieces filled with Snopes 
meat, etc. 


rav-ish /'revif/ vz 1 fill with delight: ~ed by 


the view. 2 (dated) commit rape. 
rav-ish-ing-ly adv 

raw /ro:/ adj 1 uncooked: ~ meat. 2 in the 
natural state, not manufactured or prepared 
for use: the ~ materials of industry, eg coal, 
ores. in the raw, (a) in the natural state. (b) 
(fig) naked. 3 (of persons) untrained; 


unskilled; inexperienced: ~ recruits, for the 
army, etc. 4 (of the weather) damp and cold: a 
~ February morning. 5 (of a place onthe flesh) 
with the skin rubbed off; sore and painful. 6 
(informal) unjust (esp) a raw deal, unfair or © 


cruel treatment. ол [С] raw place on the skin, 
esp of a horse. 
'raw-hide, (of) untanned hide. 

ray' /rei/ п [С] 1 line, beam, of radiant light, 


heat, energy: the ~s of the sun; 'X-~s. 2 (fig) 
small sign: a ~ of hope. 3 any one of a number 


of lines coming out from a centre. а vi,vt send 
out orcome out in rays. 


ray? /rei/ п [С] (p/ often unchanged) kinds of 


large sea-fish with a broad, flat body, eg skate. 

rayon /'reion/ я [0] cloth like a made from 
cellulose. 

raze, газе /reiz/ уг destroy (towns, build- 
ings) completely, esp by making them level 
with the ground: асйу ~d by an earthquake. 

razor /'reizo(r)/ п [С] instrument with a sharp 
blade or cutters used for shaving hair from the 
skin. 
'razor-blade, © Маде(2). 

re- /ri:-/ prefix 1 again: reappear. 2 in a differ- 
ent way: rearrange. 

reach /ri:tf/ vt,vi 1 stretch (out): He ~ed (out 
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his hand) for the knife. 2 stretch out the hand 
for and take; get and give (something) to: Can 
you ~ that book for your brother? 3 get to, go 
as far as: ~ London; ~ the end of the chapter. 
When did the news ~ you? 4 extend; go; pass: 
My land ~es as far as the river. n 1 (sing 
only) act of stretching out (a hand, etc): a Jong 
~. 2 [U] extent to which a hand, etc can be 
reached out: This boxer has a long ~. I have 
my reference books within my ~|within easy 
~, so near that I can get them quickly and 
easily. 3 [С] continuous extent, esp of a river 
or canal, that can be seen between two bends 
or locks?(3). 

re-act /ri'zkt/ vi 1 have an effect (on the per- 
son or thing): Applause ~s on/upon a speaker, 
eg has the effect of giving him confidence. 2 
behave differently, be changed, as the result of 
being acted on: Do children ~ to kind treat- 
ment by becoming more self-confident? 3 re- 
spond to something with feeling: The people 
will ~ against the political system that op- 
presses them. 4 (chem) (of one substance ap- 
plied to another) have an effect: How do acids 
~ on metals? 

re-ac-tion /ri'ek{n/n[C,U] 1 action or state 
resulting from, in response to, something, esp 
a return to an earlier condition after a period 
of the opposite condition: After these days of 
excitement there was a~, eg a period when life 
seemed dull. 2 opposition to progress or 
change: The forces of ~ made reform difficult. 
3 response; opinion: What was his ~ to your 
proposal? 4 (science) action set up by one sub- 
stance in another; change within the nucleus 
of an atom. 

re-ac-tion-ary /ri'ekfonori US: -neri/ п [С] 
(pl -ies), adj (person) opposing progress or re- 
form. 

re-ac-tor /ri'ekta(r)/n = nuclear reactor. 

read /ri:d/ vt,vi(pt,pp read /red/) 1 (used in the 
simple tenses or with can/be able) look at and 
(be able to) understand (something written or 
printed): Can you ~ Егепсй[а musical score? 2 
reproduce mentally or vocally the words of 
(an author, book, etc): She was ~ing the letter 
aloud|to herself|to the children. She ~ out the 
letter to all of us. 3 study (a subject, esp at a 
university): Не’5 ~ing physics/~ing for a de- 
gree in physics|~ing for a physics degree. 4 in- 
terpret mentally; learn the significance of: ~ a 
person’s thoughts. 5 give a certain impression; 
seem (good, etc) when read: The play ~s better 
than it acts, is better for reading than for per- 
forming. 6 find implications in (what is read, 
etc): Silence mustn't always be ~ as consent. 
read between the lines, © \ine'(13). 
read into sth, add more than is justified: 
You have ~ into her letter more. sympathy than 
she probably feels. 7 (of instruments, graphs,) 
show: What does the thermometer ~? 8 bring 
into a specified state by reading: She ~ herself 
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to sleep, 9 (pp with an adverb) having know- 
ledge gained from books, etc: a ,well-~ 'man. 
ол [С] period of time given to reading: have a 
good ~ in the train. 
read-abie /'ri:dobl/ adj that is easy or 
pleasant to read. 
read-abil-ity /,ri:do'biloti/ п [0] 

re-ad-dress /|,ri: o'dres/ vt change the ad- 
dress on (a letter, etc). 

reader /'ri:do(r)/ п [С] 1 person who reads, 
esp one who spends much time in reading. 2 
(GB) university teacher of a rank immediately 
below a professor: R~ in English Literature. 3 
textbook for reading in class; book with selec- 
tions for reading by students of a language: a 
German R~. 4 person who can interpret what 
is hidden or obscure, esp a'mind/'thought-~ 
'reader-ship /-fip/, (a). position of a read- 
er(2). (b) (ofa а number of persons 
who read it. 

read. ily, readi-ness D ready.. 

read-ing /'ri:din/ п 1 [U] act of one who 
reads. © play reading. 2 [U] knowledge, esp 
of books: a man of wide ~. 3 [C] way in which 
something is interpreted or understood: My ~ 
of the situation is... 4[C] figure of measure- 
ment, etc as shown on a dial, scale, etc: The ~s 
on my thermometer last month were well above 
the average. 
'reading-lamp, shaded table-lamp “ised to 
read by. 
'reading-room, room (eg in a public hi- 
brary) for reading. 

re-ad-just |,ri:o'dgast/ vt adjust again: /1’5 
sometimes difficult to ~ (oneself) to life in 
England after working abroad. 
re-ad-just-ment 7 [C,U] 

ready /'redi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 in the condition 
needed for use; willing: ~ for work. He’s al- 
ways ~ to help his friends. make ready, pre- 
pare. 2 quick; prompt; .He always has a ~ 
answer. 3 within reach; easily obtained: keepa 
revolver ~, near at hand. 4 (adverbial use, with 
pp) prepared beforehand: buy food ~-cooked. 
ол (only in) at the ready, (a) (of a rifle) in 
the position for aiming and firing. (b) in the 
correct position, condition. 
jready-'made adj ready to wear or use: ,~- 
made ‘clothes. 
ready 'money, money in the form of coins 
or notes, which can beused for payment at the 
time when goods are bought (contrasted with 
credit). 
ready 'reckoner, book of answers to vari- 
ous common calculations needed in business, 
etc. 
read-ily adv (a) without showing hesitation 
or unwillingness. (b) without difficulty. 
readi-ness /'redinos/ и [U] (a) in readi- 
ness (for), ш а ready or prepared state: have 
everything in readiness for an early start. (b) 
willingness: a surprising readiness to accept the 


proposal. 

re-af-firm /,ri:o'f3:m/ vi affirm again: ~ one’s 
loyalty. : 

real /rial/ adj existing in fact: not imagined or 
supposed; not made up or artificial: Was it a 
~ man you saw ог a ghost? Things that happen 
т ~ life are sometimes stranger than in stories. 
Who is the ~ manager of the business? Tell me 
the ~ (= true) reason for your absence from 
work. 
'real estate, (/ega/) immovable property 
consisting of land, any natural resources, and 
buildings (contrasted with personal estate). 

real-ism /'rializam/ n [0] 1 (in art and liter- 
ature) showing of real life, facts, etc in a true 
way, Omitting nothing that is ugly or painful, 
and idealizing nothing. 2 behaviour based on 
an honest opinion of the facts and disregard of 
emotion, convention, etc. 
real-ist /-1st/ п [С] (esp) person who believes 
himself to be without illusions. 
real-is-tic /,rio'listik/ adj (a) showing the 
true form. (b) practical: realistic policies. 
real-is-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

re-al-ity /ri'zloti/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [U] the quality 
of being real; real existence: belief in the ~ of 
miracles. in reality, in actual fact. 2 [C] 
something actually seen or experienced: the. 
grim realities of war. 3 [Ц] (in art, etc) truth; 
lifelike resemblance to the original: The TV 
broadcast described what was happening with 
extraordinary ~. 

real-ize (also -ise) /'rialaiz/ vt 1 be fully con- 
scious of; understand: Does he ~ his mistake 
yet? 2 convert (a hope, plan, etc) into a fact: ~ 
one’s hopes/ambitions|dreams. 3 exchange 
(property, business shares, etc) for money: 
Can these shares/bonds be ~d at short notice? 4 
(of property, etc) obtain as a price-for or as a 
profit: How much did you ~ on the paintings 
you sent to the sale? 
real-iz-able (also -isable) /-abl/ adj 
real-iz-ation (also -isation) /,riolai'zeifn 
US: -i'z-/ п (a) [U] realizing (of a plan, one’s 
ambitions or hopes). (b) [C] act of exchanging 
property for money. 

really /'rioli/ adv 1 in fact; without doubt; tru- 
ly: What do you ~ -think about it? ['m ~ly 
sorry. 2 (used to express interest, surprise, 
mild protest, doubt, etc according to context): 
‘We're going to Mexico next month. —‘Oh, 
AL R~! This noise is terrible! 

realm /relm/ и [С] 1 (poetic or legal) = king- 
dom: the defence of the R~. 2 (fig) region: the 
~ of the imagination. 

ream /ri:m/ п [С] 1 measure for paper, 480 (or 
US 500) sheets ог 20 quires. 2 (p/) (informal) 
great quantity (of writing): She has written ~s 
of verse. 

re-ani-mate /ri:'znimeit/ vi fill with new 
strength, courage or energy. 

reap /ri:p/ vt,vi 1 cut (grain, etc); collect ina 


reappear /rebuke 


crop of grain from (a field, etc): ~ a field of 
barley; ~ the corn. 2 (fig) gain; obtain: ~ the 
reward of virtue. 
reaper, person who, machine which, reaps. 

re-appear /|,ri:o'pia(r)/ vi appear again (after 
disappearing). 
re-appear-ance /-гэп$/ n[C;U] 

re-appraisal |,ri:o'preizl/ п [С] new exam- 
ination and judgement: a ~ of our relations 
with China. | 

rear’ /ria(r)/ п [С] 1 back part: The kitchen is 
in|/to the ~ of the house. 2 (as an adjective) in or 
at the rear: the ~ wheels/mirror, of acar, etc. 3 
last part of any army, fleet, etc: attack the 
enemy in the ~. bring up the rear, come/be 
last. 
jrear-'admiral, naval officer below а vice- 
admiral. 
'rear-guard, body of soldiers given the duty 
of guarding the rear of an army. 
rearguard action, fight between an army in 
retreat and the enemy. 
rear-most /'riamaust/ adj farthest back. 

rear? /rio(r)/ vt,vi 1 cause or help to grow; 
bring up: ~ poultry/cattle; ~ children. > 
raise(5). 2 (esp of a horse) rise on the hind 
legs. 3 lift up: The snake ~ed its head. 

re-arm /ri:'a:m/ vt,vi supply (an army, etc) 
with weapons again, or with weapons of new 
types, etc. 
re-arma-ment /ri:'a:mamont/ и [U] 

re-ar-range |,ri:o'reind3/ у! arrange in a 
different way. 

rea-son! /'ri:zn/ n 1 [C,U] (fact put forward 
or serving as a) cause of or justification for 
something: Js there any ~ why you are late? 
The ~ why he’s late is that|/because there was a 
breakdown on the railway. He complains with 
~ (= rightly) that he has been punished unfair- 
ly. by reason of, because of: He was excused 
by ~ of his age. 2 [0] power of the mind to un- 
derstand, form opinions, etc: Only man has ~. 
lose one’s reason, go mad. 3 [U] what is 
right or practicable; common sense; sensible 
conduct. do anything (with)in reason, 
anything sensible or reasonable. /isten to 
reason, pay attention to common sense, 
sensible advice, etc. without rhyme or 
reason, > rhyme(1). it stands to reason 
(that)..., is obvious to sensible people; most 
people will agree... 

rea-son? /'ri:zn/ vi,vt 1 make use of one’s 
reason(2); exercise the power of. thought: 
Man’s ability to ~ makes him different from 
animals. 2 reason with sb, argue in order to 
convince him: She ~ed with me for an hour. 3 
say by way of argument: He ~ed that if we 
started at dawn, we could arrive before noon. 4 
explain, argue, logically: а  well-~ed 
statement|manifesto. reason sth out, find 
an answer by considering successive argu- 
ments, etc. § persuade by argument (not) to 
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do something: ~ a person out of his fears. 
‘reason-ing n[U] process of reaching conclu- 
sions by using one’s reason: There’s no ~ing 
with that woman, She won’t listen to sensible 
advice, arguments. 

rea-son-able /'ri:znabl/ adj 1 having enti 
nary common sense; able to reason; acting, 
done, in accordance with reason; willing to lis- 
ten to reason: /5 the accused guilty beyond ~ 
doubt? 2 neither more or less than seems right 
or acceptable: а ~ price/offer; а ~ excuse; be 
~ in one’s demands. 

rea-son-ably /-abli/ adv 

re-as-sure /|,ri:a'fua(r)/ vt remove the fears 
or doubts of: She felt ~d after her teacher told 
her she would pass the examination. 
re-as-sur-ance /-rans/ и [Ц] 
re-as-sur-ing-ly adv 

re-bate /'ri:beit/ п [С] sum of money by which 
a debt, tax, etc may be reduced: There 15 а ~ of 
£1.50 if the account is settled before 31 Dec. 

rebel! /'rebl/ п [С] 1 person who takes up 
arms against, or refuses to accept, the estab- 
lished government; person who resists author- 
ity or control. 2 (used as an adjective) of the 
nature of a rebellion: the ~ forces. 

re-bel? /ri'bel/ vi (-Il-) 1 take up arms to fight 
(against the government). 2 show resistance; 
protest strongly: The children ~led against 
having three hours’ homework each evening. 

re-bel-lion /ri'belion/ п 1 [U] rebelling, eg 
against a government: rise in ~ (against the 
Union). 2 [С] instance of this: a ~ against the 
dictator. 

re-bel-li-ous /ri'beliss/ adj 1 acting like a 
rebel; taking part in a rebellion: ~ members/ 
behaviour. 2 not easily controlled: a child with 
a~ temper. 

re-bel-li-ous-ly adv 

re-birth /,ri:'b3:6/ n [С] 1 change in moral at- 
titude, eg by religious conversion, causing a 
person to lead a new kind of life. 2 revival: the 
~ of learning. 

re-born /,ri:'bo:n/ adj changed in spirit. 

re-bound /ri:'baund/ vi 1 spring or bounce 
back after hitting something: The ball ~ed 
from the wall. 2 happen as the consequence of 
one’s own action: The nasty things you say 
could ~ on yourselves. On |'ri:baund/ on the 
rebound, (a) while bouncing back: hit a bail 
on the ~. (b) (fig) while still reacting to dep- 
ression or disappointment: She quarrelled with 
Paul and then married Peter on the ~. 

re-buff /ri'baf/ п [С] unkind or offensive refu- 
sal of, or show of indifference to (an offer of or 
request for help, friendship, etc). с vt give a 
rebuff to. 

re-build |,ri:'bild/ vr (pt.pp -built [- 'pilt/) 
build or put together again: a rebuilt engine. 

re-buke /ri'bju:k/ vt (formal) blame, speak 
severely to (eg officially): ~ an employee for 
being rude. a n{C] blame (the usual word). 
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re-buk-ing-ly adv 

re-but /r'bat/ vz (-tt-) prove (a charge, piece 
of evidence, etc) to be false. 
re-but-tal /-tl/ л [С] act of rebutting; evidence 
that proves a charge, etc to be false. 

re-cal-ci-trance /ri'kzlsitrons/ n [U] (for- 
mal) being disobedient. 

re-cal-ci-trant /rikelsitront/ adj (formal) 
disobedient; opposing authority or discipline. 

re-call /ri'ko:1/ vt 1 ask to come back: ~ an 
ambassador (from his post|to his own country). 
2 bring back to the mind; remember: / don’t ~ 
his name|face|meeting him/where I met him. 3 
take back; cancel (an order, a decision).o 71 
К] request to return (esp to an ambassador: 
letters of ~. 2 [0] ability to remember: instant 
~, able to remember quickly. beyond/past 
recall, that cannot be taken back or 
cancelled. 3 [C] signal, eg a bugle call, to 
troops, etc to return. 

re-cant /rn'kent/ vt,vi give up (an opinion, a 
belief); take back (a statement) as being false: 
The torturers could not make him~. 

re-cap /'ri:kep/ vt,vi, n (informal abbr of) 
recapitulate, recapitulation. 

re-cap-itu-late /,ri:ka'pitfuleit/ уг, у? repeat, 
go through again, the chief points of (some- 
thing that has been said, discussed, argued 
about, etc). 
re-cap-itu-la-tion /'ri:ko,pitfuleifn/ n [СО] 

re-cap-ture /ri:'keptfa(r)/ vt 1 capture 
again. 2 recall: try to~ the past. 

re-cast |,ri:'ka:st US: -'kest/ vt 1 cast or 
fashion again: ~ а вип/а bell; ~ (= rewrite) а 
sentence|paragraph|chapter. 2 change the cast 
of a play, ie find different actors or give actors 
different parts. 

re-cede /ni'si:d/ vi 1 (appear to) go back 
(from an earlier position): As the tide ~d we 
were able to explore the beach. As our ship 
steamed out to sea the coast slowly ~d. 2 slope 
away from the front or from the observer: a 
receding chin. 3 withdraw (from an opinion, 
etc). 

re-ceipt /ri'si:t/ м 1 [U] receiving or being 
received: on ~ of the news. 2 (pi) money 
received (in a business, etc) (contrasted with 
expenditure). 3 [C] written statement that 
something (money or goods) has _ been 
received: get a~ for money spent; signa~. 

re-ceiv-able /ri'si:vobl/ adj 1 that can be, fit 
to be, received. 2 (commerce) (of bills, ac- 
counts, etc) on which money 1$ to be received. 

re-ceive /ri'si:v/ vi,vi 1 accept, take, get 
(something offered, sent, etc): When did you~ 
the letter|news|telegram? Не has ~d a good 
education. 2 take possession of stolen 
property: Smith was caught receiving soon 
after his release from prison. 3 allow to enter: 
He was ~d into the Church, admitted as a 
member. 

re-ceiver /ri'si:vo(r)/ п [С] 1 person who 
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receives, esp who knowingly receives stolen 
goods. 2 R~, official appointed to take 
charge of the property and affairs of a bank- 
rupt, or to administer property in dispute. 3 
part of an apparatus for receiving something, 
eg that part of a telephone that is held to the 
ear, apparatus for receiving broadcast signals: 
a'radio-~. 

re-cent /'ri:snt/ adj (having existed, been 
made, happened) not long before; begun not 
long ago: ~ news; а ~ event; within ~ 
memory. 
re-cent-ly adv not long ago: until ~ly. 

re-cep-tacle /ri'septokl/ п [С] container or 
holder in which things may be put. 

re-cep-tion /ri'sepfn/ x 1 [U] receiving or 
being received: prepare rooms for the ~ of 
guests; a'~ агеа[сатр/сетге, one where per- 
sons, eg evacuees, refugees, are received and 
accommodated. 2 [C] formal occasion on 
which guests are recetved: There was a ~ after 
the wedding ceremony. 3 [С] welcome or greet- 
ing of a specified kind; demonstration of feel- 
ing: The new book|minister had a favourable 
~, was welcomed by the public, etc. 4 [U] 
receiving of radio, etc signals; degree of effi- 
ciency of this: Js radio ~ good in your district? 
re'ception desk, (in a hotel) counter where 
guests ask for rooms, etc. 
re-cep-tion-ist /-fonist/, person employed in 
a hotel, or by a doctor or other professional 
person, to receive clients. 

re-cep-tive /ri'septiv/ adj quick or ready to 
receive suggestions, new ideas, etc: ~ to new 
ideas. 
re-cep-tive-ly adv 

re-cess /ri'ses US: 'ri:ses/ п [С] 1 (US = vaca- 
tiontionperiod of time when work or business 
is stopped, eg when Parliament, the law 
courts, are not in session. 2 part of a room 
where the wall is set back from the main part. 
3 secret place; place difficult to get in: the dark 
~es of a cave. 4 (fig) deep, inner part: in the 
~es of the mind. a vt place in, provide with, a 
recess(2). 

re-ces-sion /ri'sefn/ п 1 [0] withdrawal; act 
of receding. 2 [C] slowing down of business 
and industrial activity: Did the recent ~ in 
Europe cause a lot of unemployment? 

re-ces-sional /ri'sefonl/ л [С] hymn sung 
while the clergy and choir go out after a 
church service. о adj 1 of a recession: ~ music. 
2 relating to a Parliamentary recess. 

re-ces-sive /ri'sesiv/ adj 1 tending to recede 
or go back. 2 (biology) showing the weak 
characteristics (the stronger ones are called 
dominant) which are passed on by means of 
genes to later generations, eg blue eyes. and 
blond hair. 

recipe /'resipi/ п [С] 1 explanation of how to 
prepare (food): a ~ for a fruit cake. 2 (fig) ex- 
planation, advice: Have you a~ for happiness? 
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re-cipi-ent /ri'sipiont/ п [С] (formal) person 
who receives something. 

re-cip-ro-cal /ri'siprakl/ adj 1 given and 
received in return: ~ affection/help. 2 cor- 
responding, but the other way round: a ~ 
mistake, eg I thought he was a waiter and he 
thought I was a guest, but I was a waiter and 
he was a guest. 
re-cip-ro-cally /-kli/ adv 

re-cip-ro-cate /ri'siprokeit/ vt,vi 1 give in 
return; give and receive, each to and from 
each: He ~d by wishing her a pleasant journey. 
2 (of parts of a machine) (cause to) move 
backwards and forwards in a straight line: a 
reciprocating engine|saw. 

reci-proc-ity /,resi'prosati/ п [U] (formal) 
principle or practice of give and take, of mak- 
ing mutual concessions; the granting of pri- 
vileges in return for similar privileges: ~ in 
trade (between two countries). 

re-cital /ri'saitl/ п [С] 1 detailed account of a 
number of connected events, etc: We were 
bored by the long ~ of his adventures. 2 perfor- 
mance of music by a soloist or small group, or 
of the works of one composer: a piano ~. 

reci-ta-tion / гез(е [п/п 1 [U] the act of re- 
citing(2): a boring ~ of his grievances. 2 [U] 
delivery in public of prose or poetry learnt by 
heart; [С] instance of this: а 'Dickens ~, of ex- 
tracts from his novels. 3 [C] piece of poetry or 
prose (to be) learnt by heart and recited. 

re-cite /ri'sait/ vt,vi 1 say (esp poems) aloud 
from memory: The little girl refused to ~ at the 
party. 2 give a list of, tell one by one, (names, 
facts, etc): ~ the names of all the capital cities 
of Europe. 

reck-less /'reklis/ adj not thinking or caring 
about the effects, consequences: a ~ spender| 
driver. 
reck-less-ness и [U] 

reckon /'rekan/ vt,vi 1 find out (the quantity, 
number, cost, etc) by working with numbers: 
~ the cost of a holiday. 2 reckon with sb, 
(a) deal! with; settle with: When the fighting is 
over, we'll ~ with the enemy’s sympathizers. 
(b) take into account; consider: He is certain- 
ly aman to be ~ed with, a man who cannot be 
ignored. 3 depend (оп): Гат ~ing on your 
help. 4 be of the opinion, suppose; consider: 
One-fourth of the country is ~ed to be/as un- 
productive. Do you still ~ him among|as one of 
your friends? 5 (US) (informal) assume: [ ~ 
we'll have to go next week. 

_reck-oner /'rekana(r)/, person or thing that 
counts. > ready reckoner. 
reck-on-ing /'rekonin/ n (а) [С] (old use) (to- 
-talled) account of items to be paid for: pay the 
~ing. day of reckoning, time when one 
must be punished for doing something. (b) 
[0] calculation. | 

re-claim /ri'klemm/ vt 1 return (waste land, 
etc) to a useful condition, a state of cultiva- 
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tion, etc. 2 (formal) reform (a person): a ~ed 
drunkard. 3 demand that something be given 
back. 
rec-la-ma-tion /,reklo'meifn/ n [U] 

re-cline /ri'klain/ vi,vt place oneself, be, in a 
position of rest; lie back or down: reclining on 
а соисй/т а chair. 

re-cluse /ri'klu:s/ п [С] person who lives 
alone and avoids other people. 

rec-og-ni-tion /,rekag'nifn/ и [U] recogniz- 
ing or being recognized: He was given a cheque 
for £25 in~ of his services. R~ of the new State 
is unlikely, It is unlikely that diplomatic rela- 
tions will be established with it. a/ter/ 
change beyond/out of (all) recogni- 
tion, completely: The town has changed out of 
all ~ since I was there ten years ago. 

re-cog-ni-zance (also -isance) 
/r1'kognizons/ и [С] (/egal) 1 order by which a 
person must appear before a court of law ata 
certain time, or to observe certain conditions, 
and to forfeit a certain sum if he fails to do so. 
2 sum of money (to be) paid as security for ob- 
serving such an order. 

rec-og-nize (also -ise) /'rekagnaiz/ vt 1 
know, (be able to) identify again (a person or 
thing) that one has seen, heard, etc before: ~ a 
tune/an old friend. 2 be willing to accept (а per- 
son or something) as what he or it claims to be 
or has been in the past: refuse to ~ a foreign 
government. The Browns no longer ~ the 
Smiths, do not accept them as friends. 3 be 
prepared to admit; be aware: He ~d that he 
was not qualified for the post. 4 acknowledge: 
Everyone ~d him to be the greatest living poet. 
rec-og-niz-able (also -isable) /-abl/ adj that 
can be identified. 
rec-og-niz-ably (also -isably) /-abli/ adv 

re-coil /ri'koul/ 1 draw or jump back: ~ from 
doing something (in fear, horror, disgust, etc). 
2 (of a gun) move back quickly (when fired); 
(of a spring) close again. 3 (fig) react: Revenge 
may ~ on the person who takes it. оп [С] act of 
recoiling. 

rec-ol-lect /,reka'lekt/ vt,vi 
remembering: ~ childhood days. - 

rec-ol-lec-tion /,reka'lek{n/ n 1 [U] act or 


succeed in 


_- power of remembering, time over which the 


‘memory goes back: /t has not happened within 
my ~. 2 [С] that which is remembered: letters 
with many ~s of my father. 

rec-om-mend |,reka'mend/ vt 1 speak fav- 
ourably of; say that one thinks something is 
good (for a purpose) or that a person is suit- 
able (for a post, etc-as...): [can ~ this soap. He 
has been ~ed for first class honours. Can you~ 
Miss Hill as a typist? 2 suggest as wise or suit- 
able; advise: Do you ~ raising the school- 
leaving age? 3 (of a quality, etc) cause to be or 
appear pleasing, satisfactory; make accept- 
able: Behaviour of that sort will not ~-you. 
rec-om-men-da-tion /,rekomen'derf[n/ и (a) 
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[9] recommending: speak in ~ation of my 
secretary|the plan; buy it on the ~ation of a 
friend. (b) [С] statement that is favourable: 
The jury brought in a verdict of guilty, witha~ 
to mercy. (с) [С] something which causes a 
person to be well thought of: [5 good cooking a 
~ation in a wife? 

rec-om-pense /'rekompens/ vt (formal) re- 
ward or punish; repay (for a loss, injury, etc): 
~ а person for losing his реп. оп [СМ] (formal) 
reward; payment: work hard without ~, Here 
is £1 т ~ for your help. 

rec-on-cile /'rekonsail/ vt 1 cause (persons) 
to become friends after they have quarrelled: 
He refused to become ~d with his brother. 2 
settle, end, (a quarrel, difference of opinion, 
etc). 3 cause to agree with: / can’t ~ what you 
say with the facts of the case. 4 overcome one’s 
objections to; resign oneself to: You must ~ 
yourself to а Ше of hardship and poverty. 
rec-on-cil-able /-э/ adj 

rec-on.-cili-ation /,rekon,sili'eifn/ п [U] ге- 
conciling or being reconciled; [C] instance of 
this: bring about a reconciliation between 
friends who have quarrelled. 

re-con-di-tion /,ri:kon'difn/ vt put into 
good condition again: a car with a ~ed engine. 

re-con-nais-sance /ri'konisons/ п 1 [U] 
act of getting information (about an enemy): 
~ in force, with many soldiers. 2 [C] survey, 
made by troops or a group of scouting vessels 
or aircraft, of an enemy’s position or where- 
abouts. 3 (fig) survey of any kind of work be- 
fore it is started: make a ~ of the planned pub- 
licity campaign. 

re-con-noitre (US = -ter) /,reko'noita(r)/ 
vt,vi go to or near (a place or area occupied by 
enemy forces) to learn about their position, 
strength, etc: ~ the area. 

re-con-struct /,ri:kon'strakt/ vt 1 construct 
again. 2 build up a complete structure or des- 
cription of (something of which one has only a 
few parts or only partial evidence): ~ a ruined 
abbey. The detective tried to ~ the crime, pro- 
vide an opinion of how it had been committed. 
re-con-struc-tion /,ri:kon'strakJn/[C,U] 

rec-ord' /'reko:d US: 'rekord/ п 1 [С] written 
account of facts, events, etc: a ~ of school 
-attendances|of road accidents. 2 [U] state of 
being recorded or preserved in writing, esp as 
authentic evidence: / don’t want to go on ~| 
don’t want you to put me on ~ as saying that I 
think the President a fool. off the rec- 
ord, (informal) not for publication or for re- 
cording: What the President said at his press 
conference was off the ~, not to be repeated by 
the newspaper men there. put the record 
straight, © straight'(3). 3 [C] facts known 
about the past of a person or something: He 
has an honourable ~ of service/a good ~. That 
airline has a bad ~, eg its aircraft has had 
трапу accidents. 4 [С] something that provides 


evidence or information: Our museums are full 
of ~s of past history. 5 [С] disc on which sound 
has been registered; what is recorded on such а 
disc: 'gramophone ~s. © recording. 6 [С] 
limit, score, point, mark, etc (high or low), not 
reached before; (esp in sport) the best yet 
done: Which country holds the ~ for the 5000 
metres race? (as an adjective) There was а ~ 
rice crop in Thailand that year. break/beat 
the record, do better than has been done be- 
fore. Hence, 'record-breaking adj. > also 
smash(3). 
'record-player, instrument for reproducing 
sound from discs. 

re-cord? /ri'ko:d/ vt 1 preserve for use or for 
reference, by writing or in other ways, eg ona 
disc, magnetic tape, video-tape, film, etc: This 
volume ~s the history of the regiment. The pro- 
gramme was ~ed. 2 (of an instrument) mark 
or show on a scale: The thermometer ~ed 
40°C. . . 

re-corder /ri'ko:do(r)/ п [С] 1 judge who has 
criminal and civil responsibility in a borough 
or city. 2 apparatus that records. > tape re- 
corder, video recorder. 3 wooden musical in- 
strument like a flute. 

re-cord-ing /ri'ko:din/ n [С] (esp for radio, 
TV and for record-players, etc) programme, 
piece of music, etc registered on a disc, mag- 
netic tape, film, etc for reproduction: /t wasn’t 
a‘live’ performance buta BBC ~. 

re-count /ri'kaunt/ vt (formal) give a des- 
cription of; tell: He ~ed to them the story of his 
adventures in Mexico. 

re-count /,n: 'kaunt/ vt count again: ~ the 
votes. о п [С] /'ri: kaunt/ another count: One of 
the candidates demandeda~. 

re-coup /ri'ku:p/ vt pay (a person, oneself, for 
a loss, etc); ~ one’s losses. 

re-course /ri'ko:s/ п (formal) [U] 1 act of 
seeking help from: / still have ~ to the money- 
lenders. 2 something turned to for help: Your 
only ~ is legal action against them. 

re-cover' /ri'kava(r)/ ур, УЕ 1 get back (some- 
thing lost, etc); get back the use of: ~ what was 
lost; ~ consciousness (after fainting); ~ one’s 
sight/hearing. 2 recover from, become well; 
get back to a former position of prosperity, 
state of health, mental condition, etc: He is 
slowly ~ing from his illness. Has.the country 
~ed from the effects of the war yet? 3 get con- 
trol of oneself again; become calm or normal: 
He almost fell, but quickly ~ed (himself). 
re-cover-able /-sbl/ adj that can be re- 
covered(1): Js the deposit [ ve paid ~able? 
re-cov-ery n[U] recovering: make a quick re- 
covery, get well again quickly or quickly 
regain one’s position. 

re-cover? |,ri: ‘kava(r)/ vt supply with a new 
cover: This chair needs to be ~ed. 

rec-re-ation |,rekri'ei{n/ 2 [СО] (form of) 
play or amusement; refreshment of body and 
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mind; something that pleasantly occupies 
one’s time after work is done: walk and climb 
mountains for ~. 
irecre'ation ground, land, eg in a public 
park, set aside for games, etc. 
rec-re-ational /-fanl/ adj: ~al facilities. 
re-crimi-nate /r'krimineit/ vi accuse (a per- 
son) in return: ~ against my sister. 
re-crimi-na-tion /пКитипе{о/ и [СУ] 
accusation made in return for one already 
made; (act of) doing this. 
re-crimi-na-tory /ri'kriminateri US: -to:ri/ 
adj of recrimination. 
re-cruit /r'kru:t/ и [С] new member of a so- 
ciety, group, etc esp a soldier in the early days 
of his training: gain a few ~s to one’s political 
party. о vt,vi get new members for: а мя 
officer. 
re-cruit-ment п [СО] (instance of) getting 
new members; person who is recruited. 
rec-tal /'rektl/ adj (anat) of the rectum. 
rec-tangle /'rektengl/ п [С] four-sided 
shape with four right angles, esp one with ad- 
jacent sides unequal. 
rec-tangu-lar /rek'tengjula(r)/ adj 
rec-tify /'rektifai/ уг (pt,pp -ied) 1 put right; 
take out mistakes from: mistakes that cannot 
be rectified. 2 purify or refine by repeated dis- 
tillation or other process: rectified spirits. 
rec-ti-lin-ear /,rekti'linia(r)/ adj in or form- 
ing a straight line; bounded by, characterized 
by, straight lines. 
rec-tor /'rekta(r)/ п [С] 1 (Church of Eng- 
land) clergyman in charge of a parish the taxes 
of which were not withdrawn. eg to a monas- 
tery or university, at or after the time when the 
English Church separated from the Church of 
Rome. © vicar. 2 head of certain universities, 
colleges or religious institutions. 
rec-toty /'rektori/ п [С] (р! -ies) rector’s 
residence. 
rec-tum /‘rektom/ и [С] (p/ ~s) (anat) lower 
and final part of the large intestine. 
re-cum-bent /ri'kambont/ adj (formal) (esp 
of a person) lying down: a~ figure оп а tomb. 
re-cu-per-ate /ri'kju:poreit/ vt,vi make ог 
become strong again after illness, exhaustion 
or loss: ~ one’s health; go to the seaside (in 
order) to~. 
re-cu-per-ation /ri,kju:po'reif{n/ и [Ч] 
re-cu-per-at-ive /ri‘kju:poretiv US: -reitiv/ 
adj helping, relating to, recuperation. 
re-cur /ri'k3:(r)/ vi (-rr-) 1 come, happen, 
again; be repeated: a problem|pain which ~s 
frequently. 2 (of ideas, events etc) come back: 
My first meeting with her often ~s to me/my 
memory. 
re-cur-rence /ri'karons US: /-'karans/ п [C, 
U] repetition: Let there be no ~rence of this 
error. 
re-cur-rent /-ont/ adj (of events, fevers etc) 
happening again frequently or regularly. 


re-cycle /,ri:'saikl/ vt treat (substances al- 
ready used) so that further use is possible: ~ 
waste paper. 

red /red/ adj (-Чег, -dest) 1 of the colour of 
fresh blood, rubies, human lips, the tongue, of 
shades varying from crimson to bright brown 
(as of iron rust): ~ with anger/embarrassment, 
flushed in the face; with ~ eyes, eyes red with 
weeping. paint the town 'red, (informal) 
go out and have a lively, exciting time special- 
ly when celebrating. see red, lose control of 
oneself through anger or indignation. 2 Rus- 
sian; Soviet; Communist: The R~ Army] Air 
Force. a п 1 {C,U] (shade of) red colour: the 
~s and browns of the woods in autumn. 2 red 
clothes: dressed in ~. 3 person favouring or 
supporting Communism or the Soviet system. 
4 debtor side of business accounts. be/get 
into/out of the red, have/get liabilities that 
(no longer) exceed assets. 
'red-breast, (also robin redbreast) robin. 
ited ‘carpet, one laid out for the reception of 
an important visitor. 
‚Вед 'Crescent, (emblem of an) organiza- 
tion in Muslim countries corresponding to the 
Red Cross. 
iRed 'Cross, (emblem of the) international 
organization concerned with the relief of suf- 
fering caused by natural disasters, etc and for 
helping the sick and wounded and those taken 
prisoner in war. 
red deer, kind of deer native to the forests of 
Europe and Asia. 
red ‘ensign, red flag with the Union Jack in 
one corner, used by British merchant ships. 
red ‘flag, (a) flag used as a symbol of dan- 
ger (eg on railways, by workers on the roads). 
(b) symbol of left wing revolution. (c) (the 
Red Flag) revolutionary song. 
'ved-head, person having red hair. 
red ‘herring, (esp) something doubtful or 
irrelevant to take attention from the subject 
being discussed. 
red-hot adj (fig) highly excited, furious: ,~- 
hot en'thusiasm. 
jred-‘letter day, (fig) memorable because 
something good happened. 
‘red meat, beef and mutton (contrasted with 
white meat, ie veal, pork, poultry). 
red 'pepper, red fruit of the capsicum plant. 
the Red Star, symbol of the USSR and 
other Communist States. 
red “Жаре, too much use of formalities in 
public business; too much attention to rules 
and regulations: ~ tape in government offices. 

red-den /'redn/ vt,vi make or become red; 
blush. 

red-dish /'redif/ adja little red. 

re-deem /ri'di:m/ vt 1 get (something) back 
by payment ог by doing something: ~ a mort- 
gage; ~ one’s honour. 2 perform (a promise or 
obligation). 3 set free by payment: ~ a slave/ 
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prisoner. 4 compensate: his ~ing feature, the 
feature or quality that balances his faults, etc. 
re-deem-able /-abl/ adj 
the Re-dee-mer, Jesus Christ. 

re-demp-tion /n'dempfn/ п [U] (formal) 
redeeming or being redeemed: the ~ of a pro- 
mise; past|beyond ~, too bad to be rescued 
from being evil. 

re-de-ploy |,ri:di'ploi/ vt withdraw and 
rearrange (troops, workers): 50 as to use more 
efficiently. 
re-de-ploy-mentn. the ~ment of labour. 

re-do |,ri:'du:/ vt (pt -did /-'did/, pp -done 
}-'dan/) do again: We must have the house re- 
done, redecorated, etc. 

redo-lent /'redalont/ adj (formal) having a 
strong smell, esp one that recalls something: 
bed sheets ~ of lavender. 

re-double /r'dabl/ vt,vi make or become 
greater or stronger: They ~d their efforts. 

re-dress /ri'dres/ vt set (a wrong) right again; 
make up for, do something that compensates 
for (a wrong): You should confess and ~ your 
errors. redress the 'balance, mane things 
equal again. ол [U} redressing. 

re-duce [ri'dju:s US: -'du:s/ vt,vi 1 make less; 
make smaller in size, number, degree, price, 
etc: reducing speed|pressure|costs; ~ one’s 
expenses|weight. 2 bring or get to a certain 
condition, way of living, etc: ~ a girl to tears, 
make her cry; ~ him to silence, cause him to 
stop talking. They were ~d to begging or starv- 
ing, They became so poor that they had either 
to beg or starve. 3 change (to another form): 
~ an equation|argument to its simplest form. 
re-duc-ible /-obl/ adj 

re-duc-tion /n'dakjn/ 1 [U} reducing or 
being reduced; [C] instance of this: a ~ in/of 
numbers, great ~s in prices; price ~s. 2 [С] 
copy, ona smaller scale, of a picture, map, etc: 
a photographic ~. 

re-dun-dancy /ri'dandonsi/ п [U] being re- 
dundant: ~ caused by the increasing use of 
computers; [С] (pl -ies) instance of this: more 
redundancies in the docks. 

re-dun-dant /ri'dandont/ adj no longer 
needed, useful (used, for example, of some- 
body being made unemployed): ~ adding- 
machines. When the factory closes down many 
workers will become ~. 

re-echo /ri: 'ekou/ vi,vt echo again and again. 
on[C}(pl~es) echo of anecho. 

reed /ri:d/ n 1 [С] (tall, firm stem or stalk of) 
kinds of coarse grasses growing in or near wat- 
er; [U] (collective) mass of such grasses grow- 
ing together. a broken reed, (fig) an unreli- 
able person or thing. 2 [C] (in some wind- 
instruments, eg the oboe, bassoon, clarinet 
and ш some organ-pipes) strip of metal, etc 
that vibrates to produce sound. 

reef! /ri:f/ п [С] that part of a sail which can be 
rolled up or folded so as to reduce its area. п vt 
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reduce the area of (a sail) by rolling up or fold- 
Ing a part. 
'veef-knot, ordimary double knot. 

reef? /ri:f/ п [С] ridge of rock, shingle, etc just 
below or above the surface of the sea: a coral 
~. 

reek /ri:k/ п [U} strong, bad smell: the ~ of 
stale tobacco smoke. о vi reek of, smell un- 
pleasantly of: Не ~s of whisk y|garlic. 

reel’ /ri:l/ n [С] 1 cylinder, roller or similar 
device on which cotton, thread, wire, photo- 
graphic film, magnetic tape, hose (for water), 
etc is wound. 2 length of film rolled on one 
reel. о vt.1 roll or wind (thread, a fishing-hne 
etc) on to, or with the help of, a reel: ~ in the 
fish. 2 reel sth off, tell, say or repeat some- 
thing without pause or apparent effort: ~ off 
alist of names. 

reel? /ri:l/ vi 1 be shaken (physically or men- 
tally) by a blow, a shock, rough treatment, etc: 
His mind ~ed when he heard the news. 2 walk 
or stand unsteadily, moving from side to side; 
sway: He ~ed like a drunken man. 3 appear to 
move, sway or shake: The street ~ed before 
him as the bike hit him. 

reel? /ri:l/ л [С] (music for a) lively Scottish 
dance, usually for two couples. 

re-entry |, ri: 'entri/ м [С] (р/ -ies) act of ге- 
entering, eg the return of a spacecraft into the 
earth’s atmosphere. 

re-face /|,ri:'fers/ vi put a new surface on. 

re-fec-tion /n'fekjn/ п [U] (formal) ге- 
freshment in the form of foodanddrink. 

re-fec-tory /ri'fektori/ п [C} (р! -ies) dining- 
hall (eg in a monastery or college). 

re-fer /ri'fa:(r)/ vt,vi (-rr-) 1 send, take, hand 
over (to, back to, a person or thing) to be dealt 
with, decided etc: The dispute was ~red to the 
United Nations. | was ~red to the Manager. 2 
(of a speaker, what is said, etc) speak about; 
apply to: When I said that some people are stu- 
pid I wasn’t ~ring to you. Does that remark ~ 
to me? 3 turn to, go to, for information, etc: 
The speaker often ~red to his notes. 
ref-er-able (also ref-er-rable) /ri'fs:rabl/ 
adj that can be referred(4): Lung cancer is 
~able to smoking cigarettes. 

ref-eree /|,refa'ri:/ п [С] 1 person to whom 
disputes, eg in industry, between workers and 
employers, are referred for decision. 2 (in 
football, boxing, etc) person who controls 
matches, judges points in dispute, etc. > um- 
pire. с vt,viact as a referee: ~ a football match. 

ref-er-ence /'refrons/ n 1 [C,U] (instance of) 
referring: The book is full of ~s to places that I 
know well. terms of reference, (of a com- 
mission, etc) scope or range given to an auth- 
ority: Is this question outside our terms of ~, 
one that we are not required to investigate? 2 
[С] (person willing to make a) statement about 
a person’s character or abilities: The clerk has 
excellent ~s from former employers. 3 [C] 
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note, direction, etc telling where certain infor- 
mation may be found: He dislikes: history 
books that are crowded with ~s to earlier au- 
thorities. 4 [0] in/with reference to, con- 
‘cerning; about. 

'reference book, one that is not read 
through but consulted for information, eg a 
dictionary or encyclopaedia. 

'reference library, one containing refer- 
ence books. 

reference marks, mark, eg *, f, {, $, used 
to refer the reader to the place, eg a footnote, 
where information may be found. > cross- 
reference. 

ref-er-en-tial /,refa'renf1/ adj (formal) having 
reference to. 

ref-er-en-dum /|,refa'rendam/ п [С] (р! ~s, 
-da /-4э/) the referring of a political question 
to a direct vote of the electorate. 

ге- ИИ /,ri:'fil/ ve fill again. ом [С] /'ri:fil/ 
amount used to refill; a container: two ~s fora 
ball-point pen. 

re-fine /ri'fain/ vt,vi 1 free from other sub- 
stances; make or become pure: ~ sugar/oil/ 
ores. 2 cause to become more cultured, polish- 
ed in manners: ~d language/manners|speech| 
taste. 3 make small improvements (to writing, 
etc). 

re-fine-ment /ri'fainmont/ п 1. [0] refining 
or being refined. 2 [U] purity of feeling, taste, 
language, etc: lack of ~, ie vulgarity. 3 [C] 
clever or remarkable example of such purity 
of tastes, etc: ~s of meaning. 4 small improve- 
ment (to writing, etc). 

re-finer /ri'faina(r)/ и [C] 1 person whose bu- 
siness is to refine something: sugar ~s. 2 
machine for refining metals, sugar, etc. 
re-finery /-nari/ п [С] place, building, etc 
where something is refined: a'sugar ~y. 

re-fit /,ri:'fit/ vt,vi (-tt-) (of a ship, etc) make, 
be made, ready for use again by renewing or 
repairing parts. on /'ri:fit/ [С] refitting. 

re-fla-tion /ri:'fleifn/ 1 [U] inflation of cur- 
rency after a deflation to restore the system to 
its previous condition. 

re-flate /ri'fleit/ vt restore to .a former 
economic or currency state: plans to ~ the eco- 
nomy. 

ге. Несе. /ri'flekt/ vt,vi 1 (of a surface) throw 
back (light, heat, sound); (of a mirror) send 
back an image of: Look at the trees ~ed in the 
lake. The sight of my face ~ed in the mirror 
never pleases me. 2 show the nature of: Her sad 
looks ~ed the thoughts passing through her 


mind. 3 (of actions, results) bring (credit or | 


discredit on): The results ~ the greatest credit 
on all concerned. 4 injure the good reputation 
of: Your rude behaviour ~s only on yourself, 
You are the only person whose reputation is 
hurt by it. 5 consider; think: / must ~ on/upon 
what answer to give tojhow to answer that 
question. 
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re-flec-tion (С В’а150'геМежоп) /ri'flek{n/ 
п 1 [Ч] reflecting-or being reflected: the ~ of 
heat. 2 [С] something reflected, esp an image 
reflected in a mirror or in water. 3 [U] thought 
(the usual word): be lost in~. on reflection, 
after reconsidering the matter. 4 [C] expres- 
sion of a thought in speech or writing: ~s on 
the pleasures of being idle. 5 [С] something that 
brings discredit: This isa ~ on your honour. 

re-flec-tor /ri'flekta(r)/ п [С] something that 
reflects heat, light or sound, eg a piece of glass 
or metal for reflecting light, eg as used on the 
back of a bicycle. 

re-flex /'ri:fleks/ adj 1 bent backwards. 2 (of 
thought) directed back on itself or its own ac- 
tion. ол [С] reflex action: test one’s ~es. 
'reflex action, one that is an involuntary 
response to a stimulation of the nerves, eg 
sneezing. 
'reflex angle, one that is bigger than 180°. 
'reflex camera, in which, by using a mirror, 
the image to be photographed can be focused 
up to the moment of exposure. 

re-flexion /ri'flek{n/n = reflection. 

re-flex-ive /ri'fleksiv/ adj, п [С] (gram) (of a) 
word or form showing that the subject’s ac- 
tion is on himself or itself. 
reflexive pronoun, eg myself, themselves. 
reflexive verb, showing that the subject and 
object are the same: He cut himself. 

re-float /ri:'flout/ vt,vi cause (something) to 
float again after it has gone aground, been 
sunk, etc. 

re-form' /ri'fo:m/ уг, у make or become bet- 
ter by removing or putting right what is bad or 
wrong: ~ а sinner/one’s character|the world. a 
п1 [0] reforming; removal of vices, imperfec- 
tions, etc: demonstrate for social or political ~. 
2 [C] instance of reform: a ~ in teaching 
methods. 
re-former, person active in trying to get or 
carrying out reforms. 

re-form? / ri: 'fo:m/ vt,vi form again; (of sol- 
diers) get into ranks, etc again. 
re-for-ma-tion /,ri: fo:':meifn/n[C,U] 

ref-or-ma-tion /,refa'meifn/ 1 [Ч] reform- 
ing or being reformed; [C] radical change for 
the better in social, political or religious. af- 
fairs. 2 the R~, the 16th-century movement 
for reform of the Roman Catholic Church, re- 
sulting in the establishment of the Protestant 
Churches. 

re-fract /ri'frekt/ vt cause (a ray of light) to 
bend where it enters water, glass, etc. 
-ve-frac-tion /ri'frekfn/ п [9] 

re-frain' /ri'frem/ п [С] (formal) chorus(2). 

re-frain?. /ri'frein/ vi (formal) not do some- 
thing: Please ~ from smoking/swearing. 

re-fresh :/ri'fref/‘vt:1 give new strength to; 


‚ make fresh: ~ oneself with a warm bath. 2 


refresh one’s memory, remember by 
referring to notes, etc. 3 (formal) take some- 
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thing to eat or drink: They stopped at a pub to 
~ themselves. 
re-fresh-ing adj (a) strengthening; giving 
rest and relief: a ~ing breeze/sleep. (b) wel- 
come and interesting because rare or unex- 
pected: The news that the children were doing 
things to help the oldman was ~ing. 

re-fresher /ri'frefa(r)/ п [С] (informal) re- 
freshing drink. 
re‘fresher course, course providing in- 
structions, eg to practising teachers, on 
modern methods, newer techniques, etc. 

re-fresh-ment /ri'frefmont/ n 1 [U] re- 
freshing or being refreshed: feel ~ of mind and 
body. 2 (pl) food and drink: R~s will be served 
during the interval. 

re-frig-er-ate /ri'fridzoreit/ vt make cool or 
cold; keep (food) in good condition by making 
and keeping it cold. 
re-frig-er-ation /ri,fridzo'reifn/ и [Ч] (esp) 
the cooling or freezing of food in order to 
preserve it: the refrigeration industry. 
re-frig-er-ator /ri'fridzoreita(r)/ п [С] (com- 
mon abbr fridge) apparatus in which food 
and drinks are kept cold. 

re-fuell /,ri:'fju:al/ vz (-ll-, US also -1-) supply 
‘with, take on, more fuel. 

ref-uge /теби:45/ п [C,U] (place giving) 
shelter or protection from trouble, danger, 
pursuit, etc: seek ~ from the floods. 

refu-gee |,refju'd3i: US: 'refjud3i:/ п [С] per- 
son who has been forced to flee from danger, 
eg from floods, war, political persecution: ~s 
from the war zone, political ~s; (used as an 
adjective) ~ camps. 

re-fund /ri'fand/ vt pay back (money): ~ the 
cost of postage. an |'ri:fand/ [СО] repayment: 
obtain a ~ of a deposit]of £20. 

re-fur-bish /,ri:'fs:bif/ vt make clean or 
bright again, (as if) like new. 

re-fusal /ri'fju:zl/ п 1 [Ч] act of refusing; [С] 
instance of this: We were surprised at his ~ to 
do what I asked. 2 (also with the) right of de- 
ciding whether to accept or refuse something 
before it is offered to others: /f you ever decide 
to sell your car, please give me (the) first ~. 

ref-use'’ /'refju:s/ п [9] waste or worthless 
objects, materials, etc (to be burnt, etc). 
'refuse-collector, = dustman. 

re- fuse? /ri'fju:z/ vt,vi 1 say ‘no’ to (a request 
or offer): ~ permission. [~! 2 show unwilling- 
ness to accept (something offered), to do 
(something that one is asked to do): refusing a 
gift; ~ to help. 

re-fute /ri'fju:t/ vt prove (a person, state- 
ments, opinions, etc) to be wrong or mistaken: 
~ ап argument]an opponent. 
re-fut-able /'refjutebl US: r'fju:-/ adj that 
can be proved wrong. 
refu-ta-tion /тебоце{т/ п [9] (formal) 
refuting; [С] argument against. 

re-gain /ri'gein/ vt 1 get possession of again: 


refresher /regiment 


~ consciousness; ~ one’s freedom. 2 get back 
to (a place or position): ~ one’s footing, 
recover one’s balance. 

ге-да! /'ri:gl/ adj of, for, fit for, by, a monarch; 
~ dignity|splendour| power. 
re-gally /-gali/ adv 

re-gale /ri'geil/ vt (formal) give pleasure or 
delight to: regaling themselves on caviar. 

re-galia /ri'geilio/ п р/ (often used with a sing 
verb) 1 emblems (crown, orb, sceptre, etc) of 
royalty, as used at coronations. 2 emblems or 
decorations of an order(10). 

re-gard' /ri'ga:d/ n 1 [О] attention; concern; 
consideration: He has very little ~ for the feel- 
ings of others. More ~ must be paid to safety on 
the roads. 2 [Ч] consideration; respect: hold a 
person in high|low ~. 3 (pl) kindly thoughts 
and wishes: Please give my kind ~s to your 
brother, (eg at the end of a letter). 4 (old use) 
long, steady or significant look: He turned his 
~ on the accused man. 5 in/ with regard to, 
with respect to; concerning. 
re-gard-less adj paying no attention: ~/ess 
of expense. 

re-gard? /ri'ga:d/ vt 1 be of the opinion: ~ 
her as a heroine; ~ torture as a crime. 2 consid- 
ег (a person, his behaviour) to Бе: Ном is he 
~ed locally? He is ~ed with disfavour| 
unfavourably. 3 pay attention to: He never ~s 
my advice. (Note: usually negative or a ques- 
tion.) as regards; regarding, with refer- 
ence to; about. 

re-gatta /ri'gzta/ п [С] (p/ ~s) meeting for 
boat-races (rowing boats or yachts). 

re-gency /'ri:d3ansi/ и [С] (pi -ies) the (period 
of) office of a regent. 

re-gen-er-ate /ri'dzenoreit/ vt,vi 1 reform 
spiritually or morally. 2 give new strength or 
life to. 3 grow again. а adj /ri'd3enarat/ spiri- 
tually reborn: a~ society. 
re-gen-er-ation /rid3ena're1{n/ n[U] 

re-gent /'ri:dzant/ п [С] 1 person appointed 
to perform the duties of a ruler who is too 
young, old, ill, etc or who is absent. 2 (US) 
governor (eg of a State university). о adj (used 
after the noun) performing the duties of a 
regent: the Prince R~. 

regi-cide /'red3isaid/ п [C,U] (person taking 
part in the) crime of killing a king. 

re-gime, ré-gime /rei'3i:m/ и [C] 1 method 
or system of government or of administration; 
usual system of things: under the old ~, before 
the changes were made, etc. 2 set of rules for 
diet, exercise, etc for improving one’s health 
and physical well-being. 

regi-men /'red3imon/ и [С] 1 (old use) = 
regime(1).2 = regime(2). 

regi-ment /'redzimont/ и [C] 1 (cavalry and 
artiliery) unit divided into squadrons or bat- 
teries and commanded by a colonel; (GB in- 
fantry) organization usually based ona city or 
county, with special traditions and dress, rep- 
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resented in the field by battalions: the /st bat- 
talion of the Manchester R~. 2 a regiment 
of, (informal) a large number: а ~ of children. 
О vt organize; discipline: ~ the members of a 
Trade Union. 

regi-men-tal /,red3!'mentl/ adj of a regi- 
ment: а ~ badge. с п(р/) military uniform. 

Re-gina /ri'dzaino/ n [С] (р! ~s) (abbr R) 
reigning queen: Elizabeth ~; (legal) (used in 
titles of lawsuits): ~ v Hay, the Crown against 
Hay. 

re-gion /'г1:45эп/ п 1 [С] area or division with 
or without definite boundaries or char- 
acteristics: the 'Arctic ~s; the densely popu- 
lated ~s of Europe. 2 (pl) areas away from the 
capital: live in the -~s. 
re-gional /-nl/ adj of a region or regions. 
re-gion-ally /-nali/ adv 

reg-is-ter' /'red3ista(r)/ п [С] 1 (book con- 
taining a) record or list: the R~ of voters, of 
persons qualified to vote at elections. 2 range 
of the human voice or of a musical instrument; 
part of this range: the lower ~ of the clarinet.3 
mechanical device for indicating and record- 
ing speed, force, numbers, etc. & cash regis- 
ter. 4 = registry. 5 vocabulary, etc used by a 
particular group, in a particular situation, etc 
eg legal, sports. 

reg-is-ter? /'redzisto(r)/ vt,vi 1 make a writ- 
ten and formal record of, in a list: ~ one’s car. 
Гат a foreigner here; must I ~ (myself) with 
the police? 2 put or get a person’s name, one’s 
own name, on a register, eg at a hotel. 3 (of in- 
struments) indicate; record: The thermometer 
~ed only two degrees above freezing-point. 4 
show (emotion, etc): Her face ~ed surprise. 5 
send (a letter or parcel) by special post, paying 
an extra charge which promises compensation 
if itis lost: Send your money by ~ed post. 

reg-is-trar /,red3'stra:(r)/ п [С] person 
whose duty is to keep records or registers, eg 
for a town council or a university. 

reg:is-tra-tion /,red3i'streifn/ п 1 [Ч] regis- 
tering; recording: ~ of letters; ~ of students 
for an examination|/an academic course. 2 [С] 
entry; record of facts. 
ijregis'tration mark, numbers and letters 
on the front and back of a motor-vehicle used 
to identify it. 

reg-is-try /'redzistri/ и [С] (p/ -ies) 1 (some- 
times register) place where registers are kept: a 
ship’s port of ~. 2[U] = registration. 
‘registry office, (esp) where a marriage is 
conducted without a religious ceremony: They 
hada~ office wedding. 

re-gress /ri'gres/ vi return tO an earlier or 
more primitive form or state: ~ mentally| 
culturally. 
re-gres-sion /ri'grefn/[C,U] regressing. 
re-gres-sive adj tending to regress. 

re-gret' /ri'gret/ 1 [0] feeling of being sorry 
or sad at the loss of something, or of annoy- 
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ance of disappointment because something 
has or has not or cannot be done: hear with ~ 
that a friend is ill. Much tomy ~ I am unable to 
accept your kind invitation. 2 (pl) (in polite ex- 
pressions of refusal, etc): / have no ~s, do not 
feel sorry (about what I did, etc). 

re-gret-ful /-fl/ adj sad; sorry. 

re-gret-fully /-fali/ adv sadly; with regret. 

re-gret? /ri'gret/ уг (-tt-) 1 be sorry for the 
loss of; wish to have again: ~ lost oppor- 
tunities. 2 feel sorry for; be sorry (to say, ес 
that...): 1~ that I cannot help. 

re-gret-table /-abl/ adj to be regretted: 
~ table failures. 

re-gret-tably /-obli/ adv 

re-group |,ri:'gru:p/ у, form again into 
groups. 2 form into new groups. 

reg-ular /'regjulo(r)/ adj 1 evenly arranged; 
symmetrical; systematic: ~ teeth; a ~ wall- 
paper design. 2 coming, happening, done, 
again and again at even intervals: keep ~ 
hours, eg leaving and returning home, getting 
up and going to bed, at the same times every 
day. He has no ~ work, no continuous occu- 
pation. 3 properly qualified; recognized; 
trained; full-time or professional: ~ soldiers, 
not volunteers; the ~ army, made up of 
professional soldiers. 4 in agreement with 
what is considered correct procedure or be- 
haviour: J doubt whether your methods would 
be considered ~ by the Customs officials. 5 
(gram) (of verbs, nouns, etc) having normal in- 
flections: The verb ‘go’ is not ~. 6 (informal) 
thorough; complete: He’s a ~ nuisance. 7 
(US) normal: Do you want king size cigarettes 
or ~ size? on[C}1 soldier of the regular army. 
2 (informal) frequent customer or client, eg at 
a pub. 
regu-lar-ity /,regjo'leroti/ п [U] state of be- 
ing systematic, on time, etc: win a prize for 
~ity of attendance at school. 

reg-ular-ly adv in a proper manner; at fre- 
quent intervals or times: as ~/y as clockwork, 
always at the same time. 

regu-lar-iz-ation (also 
/ regjulorar'zerfn US: -ni'z-/ n[U] 

regu-lar-ize (also -ise) /'regjuleraiz/ vi 
make lawful or correct: ~ the proceedings. 

regu-late /'regjuleit/ vt 1 control using rules; 
cause to obey a rule or standard: ~ one’s ex- 
penditure; ~ the traffic. 2 adjust (an apparat- 
us, mechanism) to get the desired result: ~ the 
speed of amachine|clock. 

regu-la-tion /|,regju'leif{n/ и 1 [U] regulating 
or being regulated: the ~ of affairs/of a clock. 
2 [С] rule; order; authoritative direction: 
lsafety ~s, eg in factories; 'traffic ~s, made by 
the police for drivers of vehicles. 3 (as an ad- 
jective) as required by rules: ~ dress/size; the 
~ speed, eg 30 miles per hour in British towns. 

re-gur-gi-tate /ri:'gs:d3iteit/ vi,vt 1 (of 
liquid, etc) rush back. 2¢ bring (swallowed 


-isation) 


535 


food) up again to the mouth. 

re-ha-bili-tate /,ri:ho'bilitert/ vt 1 restore 
(eg old buildings) to a good condition. 2 res- 
tore (a person) to former rank, position or re- 
putation: He has been ~d in public esteem. 3 
bring back (a person who is physically or men- 
tally disabled) to a (more) normal life by 
special treatment. 
re-ha-bili-ta-tion /,ri:ho,bil'ter{n/ п [0] 

re-hearsal /ri‘hs:sl/ п 1 [U] rehearsing: put a 
play into ~. 2 [С] trial of a play or other enter- 

_tainment. с> dress rehearsal. 

re-hearse /ri'ha:s/ vt,vi practise (a play, mus- 
ic, programme, etc) for public performance: 
‘rehearsing (the parts т) a play. 

re-house /,ri:'‘hauz/ vt provide with a new 
house: be ~d after the fire. 

reign /rein/ п [С] (period of) sovereignty, rule: 
during five successive ~s; in the ~ of King 
George. в vi 1 hold office as a monarch: The 
king ~ed over the country for ten years. 2 exist 
at the present time: the ~ing champion, eg in 
tennis. 3 (formal) exist: Silence ~ed every- 
where. 

re-im-burse /|,ri:1m'b3:s/ vt pay back (to a 
person who has spent money, the money 
spent): You will be ~d for your expenses. 
re-im-burse-ment пл [C,U] repayment (of 
expenses). 

rein /rein/ n (often p/ in the same sense as the 
sing) long, narrow strap fastened to the bit of.a 
bridle for controlling a horse. give free rein 
to sb/sth, allow freedom to: give free ~ to 

‘one’s imagination. hold/take the reins, 
(fig) have/take control: hold the ~s of govern- 
ment. keep a tight rein on sb/sth, allow 
little freedom to. о vt control (as) with reins: ~ 
ina horse, restrain it. 

re-in-car-nate /|,ri:inka:'neit/ vt give a new 
body to (a soul). а adj |,ri:m'ka:nat/ born 
again in a new body. 
re-in-car-na-tion |/тишкалле{о/ и [9] 
religious doctrine that the soul enters, after 
death, into another (human or animal) body; 
(C] instance of this. 

rein-deer /'remdio(r)/ n [С] (р! unchanged) 
kind of large deer with branched antlers, used 
in Lapland for transport and kept in herds for 
its milk, flesh and hide. 

re-in-force /,ri:n'fo:s/ vt 1 make stronger by 
adding or supplying more men or material: ~ 
an army|a fleet. 2 increase the size, thickness, 
of something so that it supports more weight, 
etc: reinforcing a bridge. 
re-in-forced concrete, concrete which is 
strengthened with steel bars or metal netting. 
re-in-force-ment л [U] (a) reinforcing or 
being reinforced. (b) (esp p/) (esp) soldiers, 
ships, etc sent to reinforce. 

re-in-state /|,ri:n'steit/ vt replace (a person) 
(in a former position): ~ the chairman. 
re-in-state-mentz(C,U] 


rehabilitate /relation 


re-in-sure /,ri:in'{ua(r)/ vt insure again. 
re-in-sur-ance /-rans/ и [0] 

re-is-Sue /|,ri:'ifu:/ vt issue(2) again after 
temporary discontinuance: ~ stamps/books.o 
n{C] something reissued. 

re-iter-ate /ri:'1toreit/ vt say or do again 
several times: ~ a command. 

re-iter-ation /,ri:,1to'rerfn/ п [СО] 

re-ject’ /'ri:dzekt/ п [С] something rejected: 
export ~s, made for export but rejected be- 
cause of an imperfection. 

re-ject? /ri'dzekt/ vt 1 put aside, send back, 
throw away, as not good enough: ~ fruit that 
is overripe. 2 refuse to accept: ~ an offer of 
help|of marriage. The army doctors ~ed him, 
would not accept him as medically fit. The 
judge ~ed her evidence. The meter ~ed the 
bent coin. I applied for the job but I was ~ed. 
re-jec-tion /ri'dzekfn/ п [U] rejecting or be- 
ing rejected: [С] instance of this; something 
rejected. 

re-joice /ri'd3ois/ vt,vi 1 feel great joy; show 
signs of great happiness: rejoicing over a vic- 
tory, ~ at her success. (Note: be glad, be 
pleased are more common.) 2 make glad; 
cause to be happy: The boy’s success ~d his 
mother’s heart. (Note: gladden, please’ are 
more usual.) 

re-joic-ing 2[U] happiness; joy. 

re-join! /ri'dzo1n/ vt,vi (formal) answer; reply. 
re-join-der /-4э(г)/ п [С] (formal) what is said 
in reply. 

re-join? [ric'dgom/ vt join the company of 
again: ~ one’s regiment/ship. 

re-join |,ri:'dzom/ vt join (together) again. 

re-ju-ven-ate /ri:'dzu:vineit/ vt,vi make or 
become young or active again in nature or 
appearance. 

re-ju-ven-ation /ri,d3u:vi'nerfn/ 2 [0] 

re-kindle /ri:'kindl/ vt,vi1 kindle again: ~ a 
fire. 2 (fig) (cause to) be active again: Our 
hopes ~d. 

re-laid /,ri:'leid/ с> relay”. 

re-lapse /ri'lzps/ vi fall back again (into bad 
ways, error, heresy, illness, silence etc). ол [С] 
falling back, esp after recovering from illness: 
The patient has had amajor ~. 

re-late /ri'leit/ vt,vi 1 (formal) tell (a story); 
give an account of (facts, adventures etc): He 
~d to us some amusing stories about his em- 
ployer. 2 connect in thought or meaning: /t is 
difficult to ~ these results with|to any known 
cause. 3 relate to, have reference (to): She is 
a girl who notices nothing except what ~s to 
herself. 4 be related (to), be connected by 
family (to): She says she is ~d to the royal 
family. 

re-la-tion Мец п 1 [9] the act of relat- 
ing(1,2) or telling: the ~ of his adventures. 2 
[С] that which is told; tale or narrative. 3 [U] 
= relationship(c): The effort and expense 
needed for this project bore no ~|were out of all 


relative /relief 


~ to the results. in/with relation to, as re- 
gards; concerning. 4 (usually p/) dealings; af- 
fairs; what one person, group, country etc, has 

‚ to do with another: have business ~s with a 
firm in Stockholm; the friendly ~s between my 
country and yours; diplomatic ~s. г> public 
relations. 5 [С] relative(2): All his poor ~s 
came to spend their holidays at his home. > 
distant(2), пеаг" (2). 
re-la-tion-ship м (а) [С] what there is be- 
tween one thing, person, idea, etc and another 
or others: He said his affair with Susan could 
never develop into a lasting ~ship. (b) [Ч] con- 
dition of belonging to the same family; being 
connected by birth or marriage. (c) [C] in- 
stance of being related: the ~ship between oil 
and water |of oil to water. 

rela-tive /'relotiv/ adj 1 comparative: the ~ 
advantages of gas and electricity for cooking. 
They are living т ~~ comfort, ie compared with 
other people or with themselves at an earlier 
time. 2 relative to, referring to; having a 
connection with: the facts ~ to this problem. о 
п [С] 1 relative word, esp a pronoun. 2 person 
to whom one is related, eg an uncle or aunt, a 
cousin, a nephew or niece. © distant(2), 
near'(2). 
relative adverb, eg where in ‘the place 
where the accident occurred’. 
relative clause, one joined by а relative pro- 
noun ог relative adverb. 
relative pronoun, eg who in ‘the man who 
came yesterday’. 
rela-tive-ly adv comparatively; in propor- 
tion to: The matter is ~ly unimportant. 

re-lax /n'leks/ vt,vi 1 cause or allow to be- 
come less tight, stiff, strict or rigid: ~ one’s 
grip[hold on something; ~ing the muscles. 2 
become less tense, rigid, energetic, strict: His 
face ~ed ina smile. Let’s stop working and ~ 
for an hour. 
re-lax-ation /,ri:lak'seifn/ (a) [U] relaxing 
or being relaxed: ~ation of the muscles. (b) 
[C,U] (something done for) recreation: Fish- 
ing is his favourite ~ation. 

re-lay' /'ri:le1/ п [C] 1 gang or group of men, 
supply of material, to replace tired or worn 
ones: working in/by ~s. 2 (in telegraphy, 
broadcasting) device which receives messages, 
radio programmes, etc and transmits them 
with greater strength to increase the distance 
over which they are carried. 3 (short for a) re- 
lay race: the 400 metres ~. о vt /ri'lei/ (pt,pp 
~ed) send out (a broadcast programme 
received from another station). 
'relay race, one between two teams, each 
member of the team running one section of the 
total distance. 
'relay station, place from which radio pro- 
grammes are broadcast after being received 
from another station. 

re-lay? |,ri:'le1/ уг (pt,pp -laid /-'leid/) lay (a 
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cable, carpet, etc) again. 

re-lease /ri'li:s/ vz 1 allow to go; set free; un- 
fasten: ~ one’s grip/a man from prison; ~ a 
bomb (from an aircraft), allow it to fall. 2 allow 
(news) to be known or published; allow (a 
film) to be exhibited or (goods) to be placed on 
sale: recently ~d films/records. 3 (legal) give 
up or surrender (a right, debt, property) to an- 
other. 0 7 1 [U] releasing or being released; [С] 
instance of this: an order for his ~ from prison; 
a'press ~, ie of a news item to the newspapers; 
the newest ~es, eg films/records. on general 
release, (of cinema films) available for se- 
eing at local cinemas. 2 [C] handle, lever, etc 
that releases part of a machine: the 'carriage ~ 
(on a typewriter). 

rel-egate /'religeit/ vz,1 delegate. 2 dismiss 
to a lower position or condition: Will our team 
be ~d to the second division? 
rel-ega-tion /,reli'ge1fn/n[U]. 

re-lent /ri'lent/ vi become less severe; give up 
unkind or cruel intentions: At last mother ~ed 
and let us to stay up and watch TV. 
re-lent-less adj without pity: suffer ~less 
persecution. 
re-lent-less-ly adv 

rel-evance /'relovans/ п [U] state of being 
relevant: What ~ does your theory have to the 
facts? 

rel-evant /'relovent/ adj connected with the 
topic, problem, person, etc receiving atten- 
tion: have all the ~ documents. 
rel-evant-ly adv 

re-li-able /ri'laiobl/ adj that may be relied or 
depended on: ~ tools/assistants/information| 
witnesses. 
re-li-ably /-abli/ adv 
re-lia-bil-ity /ri,laio'biloti/ и [0] 

re-li-ance /ri'‘laions/ п 1 [U] trust; con- 
fidence: Do you place much ~ on/upon your 
doctor? 2 person or thing depended on. 
re-li-ant /-ont/ adj trusting. 

relic /'relik/ п [С] 1 something that belonged 
to a saint or was connected with him, kept as 
an object of reverence, and in some cases said 
to have miraculous powers. 2 something from 
the past that serves to keep memories alive: a 
~ of early civilization. 3 (pl) person’s dead 
body or bones; what has survived destruction 
or decay. 

re-lief' /rs'li:f/ п [0] (used with the a, an as in 
examples, but not normally in the p/) 1 lessen- 
ing, ending or removal of pain, distress, an- 
xlety, etc: The doctor’s treatment gave/brought 
some/not much ~. It was a great ~ to find the 
children safe. 2 help given to those in need; 
food, clothes, money, etc for persons in 
trouble: send ~ to people made homeless by 
floods; provide ~ for refugees; a ~ fund. 3 
something that makes a change from mono- 
tony or that relaxes tension: Shakespeare 
introduced comic scenes into his tragedies by 
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way of ~. 4 help given to a beseiged town; 
raising (of a siege): The troops hastened to the 
~ of the fortress. 5 (replacing of a person, per- 
sons, on duty by a) person or persons appoint- 
ed to go on duty: (as an adjective) a~ driver. 
re-lief? /ri'li:f/ п 1 [U] method of carving or 
moulding in which a design stands out from a 
flat surface: a profile of Mozart in ~. 2 [С] de- 
sign or carving made in this way. 3 [U] (in 
. drawing, etc) appearance of being done in re- 
‘lief by the use of shading, colour, etc. 4[U] dis- 
_ .tinctness of outline. 
re'lief map, one showing hills, valleys, etc by 
shading or other means, not only by contour 
lines. 
re-lieve /ri'li:v/ ve 1 give or bring relief’ to; 
lessen or remove (pain or distress): We were 
~d to hear that you had arrived safely. The 
fund is for relieving distress among the flood 
victims. 2 take one’s turn on duty: ~ the 
guard/the watch/a sentry. 3 take something 
from somebody: Let me ~ you of your suit- 
case, carry it (which is more usual). 4 dismiss 
from: He was ~d of his duties. 
re-lig-ion /ri'lidzan/ п 1 [U] belief in the exis- 
tence of a supernatural ruling power, the crea- 
tor and controller of the universe. 2 [C] one of 
the various systems of faith and worship based 
on such belief: the great ~s of the world, eg 
Christianity, Islam, Buddhism. 3 [U] life as 
lived under the rules of a monastic order: Her 
name т ~ is Sister Mary, This is her name as a 
nun. 
re-lig-ious /ri'lidzas/ adj 1 of religion. 2 (of a 
person) devout; having faith. 3 of a monastic 
order: a ~ house, a monastery or convent. 4 
conscientious: do one’s work with ~ care. 
re-lig-ious-ly adv 
re-line |,ri:'‘lam/ vt put a new lining in, eg a 
coat. 
re-lin-quish /ri'linkwif/ vt 1 give up: ~ а 
hopela habit/a belief. 2 surrender: ~ one’s 
rights/shares to a partner. 
rel-ish /'relif/ п 1 [C,U] (something used to 
give, or which has, a) special flavour or attrac- 
tive quality: Olives and sardines are ~es. Some 
pastimes lose their ~ when one grows old. 2[U] 
liking (for): I have no further ~ for camping 
now that Гат 90. а vt enjoy; get pleasure out 
of: She won’t ~ having to get up before Sam! 
re-live /,ri:'liv/ vt live through, undergo, 
again: It’s an experience [don’t want to~w. 
re-lo-cate /|,ri:lou'keit US: ,ri:'loukert/ vt,vi 
establish, become established, in a new place 
or area. 
re-lo-ca-tion | ,ri:lau'keifn/ и [Ч] 
re-luc-tance /r'laktons/ я [9] being reluc- 
tant. 
re-luc-tant Jolaktent/ adj (slow to act be- 
cause) unwilling or not wanting to: He seemed 
~ to join us. 
re-luc-tant-ly adv 


relief /remembrance 


rely /ri'lai/ vi (pt,pp -lied) depend (on) with 
confidence, look to for help: He can always be 
relied on|upon for help. 

re-main /ri'mein/ vi 1 be still present after a 
part has gone or has been away: After the fire, 
very little ~ed of my house. If you take 3 from 
8,5 ~s. 2 continue in some place or condition; 
continue to be: How many weeks will you ~ 
(= stay) here? He ~ed silent. 

re-main-der /ri'memda(r)/ я [СО] that 
which remains; persons or things that are left 
over: Twenty people came in and the ~ (= the 
rest, the others) stayed outside. 

re-mains /ri'meinz/ и p/1 what is left: the ~s 
of a meal; ancient ~s of Rome. 2 dead body; 
corpse: His mortal ~s are buried in the church- 
yard. 

re-make /|,ri:'meik/ vt (pt,pp -made /-'meid/) 
make again. ол /'ri:meik/ [С] something made 
again’ a~ ofa film. 

re-mand /ri'ma:nd US: -'mznd/ vt send (an 
accused person) back (from a law court) into 
custody so that more evidence may be ob- 
tained: be ~ed for a week. an [Ч] remanding 
or being remanded: detention on~. 

re-mark /ri'ma:k/ vt,vi1 (formal) notice; see: 
Did you ~ the similarity between them? 2 say 
(that): He ~ed that he would be absent the next 
day. 3 say something by way of comment: /t 
would be rude to ~ on|upon her appearance.an 
1 [9] notice; looking at: There was nothing 
worthy о} ~ at the Flower Show. 2 [С] сот- 
ment: pass rude ~s about her; make a few ~s, 
give a short talk. 
re-mark-able /-abl/ adj out of the ordinary; 
deserving or attracting attention: a ~able 
event/boy. 
re-mark-ably /-abli/ adv 

remarry /,ri:'mzri/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) marry 
again. 

re-medial /ri'mi:diol/ adj providing, or in- 
tended to provide, a remedy: ~ education| 
classes, eg for less able children. 
re-medi-able /ri'mi:diobl/ adj that can be 
remedied. 

rem-edy /'remidi/ п [C,U] (pl -ies) cure (for a 
disease, evil, etc), method of, something used 
for, putting something right: a good ~ for 
colds. Your only ~ (= way to get satisfaction) 
is to go to law. a vt (pt,pp -ied) put right; pro- 
vide a cure for (evils, defects): Your faults of 
pronunciation can be remedied. 

re-mem-ber /ri'!membo(r)/ vt,vi 1 call back 
to mind the memory of: Can you ~ where you 
were? [ ~ed( = did not forget) to post your let- 
ters. 2 have, keep in the mind: / shall always ~ 
her (= picture her in my mind) а5 а slim young 
girl. 3 make a present to: [hope you'll ~ me т 
your will, 1еауе me something. 4 convey greet- 
ings: Please ~ me to your brother. 

re-mem-brance /ri'membrons/ и 1 [U] 
remembering or being. remembered; memory’: 


remind / render 


have по ~ of something; a service in ~ of those 
killed in the war. 2 [С] something given or kept 
in memory of a person or thing: He sent us a 
small ~ of his visit. 3 (pl) (dated) regards; 
greetings (the usual words): Give my kind ~s 
to your parents. 

re-mind /ri'maind/ vt cause (a person) to 
remember (to do something, etc); cause (a per- 
son) to think (of something). Please ~ me to 
answer that letter. He ~s me of his brother. 
That ~s me..., What you have just said makes 
me remember..., I’ve just remembered..., etc. 
re-minder, something (eg a letter) that helps 
a person to remember something: He hasn’t 
paid the money yet—I must send him a~er. 

remi-nisce /|,remi'nis/ vi think or talk (about 
past events and experiences). 

remi-nis-cence /,remi'nisns/ n 1 [U] recal- 
ling of past experiences. 2 (p/) remembered ex- 
periences (thought, spoken or written): ~s of 
my days in the Navy. 3 something that reminds 
one (of something, somebody else): There is a 
~ of his father in the way he walks. 

remi-nis-cent /,remi'nisnt/ adj reminding 
one of, recalling, past experiences. 
remi-nis-cent-ly adv 

re-miss /r'mis/ adj (formal) negligent: That 
was very ~ of you. 

re-mis-sion /r'mifn/ 1 [U] pardon or for- 
giveness (of sins, by God). 2 [U] freeing (from 
debt, punishment, etc): ~ of a claim; [C] in- 
stance of this: get a ~ (from a prison sentence) 
for good conduct. 3 [U] lessening or weakening 
(of pain, disease, efforts, etc): ~ of a fever. 

re-mit /n'mit/ vt,vi (-tt-) 1 (of God) forgive 
(sins). 2 excuse payment (of a debt, a punish- 
ment): Your fees cannot be ~ted. 3 send 
(money, etc) by post: Kindly ~ by cheque, send 
a cheque for the sum owing. 4 make or be- 
come less: ~ one’s efforts. 5 take or send (a 
question to be decided) (to some authority): 
The matter has been ~ted to a higher tribunal. 
re-mit-tance /-tons/ и [U] the sending of 
money; [C] sum of money sent. 

re-mit-tent /ri'mitont/ adj (esp of a fever) 
that is less severe at intervals. 

rem-nant /'remnont/ п [С] 1 small part that 
remains: ~s of a meal; ~s of former glory. 2 
(esp) length of cloth offered cheaply after the 
greater part has been sold. 

re-mon-strate /'remonstreit/ vi (formal) 
make a protest; argue in protest: ~ against 
cruelty to children. 

re-morse /ri'mo:s/ и [0] deep, bitter regret 
for doing wrong: feel/be filled with ~ for one’s 
failure to help her; т a fit of ~,; without ~, 
merciless(ly). 
re-morse-ful /-Й/ adj feeling remorse. 
re-morse-fully /-fali/ adv 
re-morse-less adj without mercy. 
re-morse-less-ly аду 

re-mote /ri'moaut/ adj (-г, -st) 1 far away in 
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space or time: in the ~st parts of Asia; live ina 
house ~ from any town ог village. 2 widely sep- 
arated (in feeling, interests, etc from): Some of 
your statements are too ~ from the subject we 
are discussing. 3 distant in manner. 4 (often 
used in the superlative) slight: a~ possibility. I 
haven't the ~st idea of what you mean. 
remote control, control of apparatus, eg 
an aircraft, a rocket, from a distance by means 
of radio signals. 
re-mote-ly аду distantly: ~/y related. 
re-mote-ness 7[U] : 

re-mount! |,ri:':maunt/ vt,vi (esp) get on (а 
horse, bicycle, etc) again. 

re-mount?? /,ri:':maunt/ vt 1 supply (a man, а 
regiment) with a fresh horse or horses. 2 put (a 
photograph, etc) on a new mount. оп [С] 
/'ri:zmaunt/ fresh horse; supply of fresh horses. 

re-moval /ri'mu:v1/ п [О] act of removing: the 
~ of furniture; (used as an adjective) а ~~ van 
(for furniture); [С] instance of removal. 

re-move /ri'mu:v/ vt,vi 1 take off or away 
(from the place occupied); take to another 
place: ~ the cloth from the table. 2 get rid of: ~ 
doubts|fears. What do you use for removing ink 
from clothes? 3 dismiss: ~ a Civil Servant. 4 go 
to live in another place (move is more usual): 
We’re removing from London to the country. 5 
removed from, distant or remote from: an 
explanation far ~d from the truth. 
removed, (of cousins) different by a genera- 
tion: first cousin once ~d, first cousin’s child. 
re-mov-able /-abl/ adj that can be removed: 

re-mover /ri'mu:va(r) п 1 [С] (esp) person 
whose business is moving furniture when 
people move house. 2 (used in compounds) 
something that removes(2): a'stain~r. 

re-mun-er-ate /ri'mju:noreit/ vt (formal) | 
pay (a person) (for work or services). . 
re-mun-er-ation /ri,mju:na'reifn/ n[C,U] 
re-mun-er-ative /ri'mju:norotiv US: -reit-/ 
adj profitable (the usual word). 

re-nais-sance /ri'neisns US: 'renosa:ns/ 1 
the R~, (period of) revival of art and lit- 
erature in Europe in the 14th, 1518 and 16th 
centuries: (used as an adjective) ~ art. 2 [С] 
any similar revival. 

re-nal /'ri:nl/ adj (anat) of or in the (region of 
the) kidneys: ~ artery. 

re-name /ri:'nerm/ у! give a new name to; 
name again. 

re-nas-cence /ri'nzsns/ renaissance(2). 
re-nas-cent /-snt/ adj reviving; being reborn. 

rend /rend/ vt (pt,pp rent /rent/) (/iterary) 1 
pull or divide forcibly; penetrate: a country 
rent (in two) by civil war. Loud cries rent the air. 
2 tear or pull (off, away) violently: Children 
were rent away from their mothers’ arms by the 
brutal soldiers. 

ren-der /'renda(r)/ vt 1 give in return or ex- 
change, or as something due: ~ thanks to God; 
~ good for evil; ~ help to those in need; ~ a 
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service to him|~ hima service; a reward for ser- 
vices ~ed. 2 present; offer; send in (an account 
for payment): You will have to ~ an account of 
your expenditure. 3 cause to be (in some condi- 
tion): be ~ed helpless by an accident. 4 give a 
performance of; express in another language: 
The piano solo was well ~ed. There are many 
English idioms that cannot be ~ed into other 
languages. 5 melt and make clear: ~ down 
fat/lard. 
ren-der-ing /'rendorin/ п [С] way of perform- 
ing, playing, translating, something: ~ings of 
Chaucer. > 4 above. 

ren-dez-vous /'rondivu:/ и [С] (р/ GCS 
ed) 1 (place decided on for a) meeting at a time 
agreed on. 2 place where people often meet: 
This café isa~ for writers and artists. а vi meet 
at a rendezvous. 

ren-di-tion /ren'difn/ n [С] (ora inter- 
pretation or performance (of a song, etc). 

ren-egade /'renigeid/ п [С] person who 
changes his religious beliefs, esp from Chris- 
tianity; person who deserts his political party; 
traitor: (used as an adjective) а ~ priest. а vi 
become a renegade. 

re-new /ri'nju: US: -'nu:/ vt 1 make (as good 
as) new; put new life and strength into; restore 
to the original condition: ~ acquaintance with 
an old friend; begin again with ~ed enthusiasm. 
2 get, make, say or give, again: ~ а lease| 
contract; ~ one’s subscription to a periodical. 3 
replace (with the same sort of thing, etc): We 
must ~ our supplies of coal. 
re-new-able /-abl/ adj that can be renewed: 
Is. the lease ~ able? 
re-newal /-э!/ п (a) [0] renewing or being 
renewed: urban ~al, eg the provision of better 
housing. (b) [С] something renewed, eg an in- 
surance premium. 

re-nounce /ri'nauns/ vt 1 declare formally 
that one will no longer have anything to do 
with, that one no longer recognizes (a person 
or thing): ~ one’s faith/one’s family; ~ the 
world, give up meeting people socially, etc. 2 
consent formally to give up (a claim, right, 
possession): renouncing one’s claim to an in- 
heritance. 3 refuse to recognize: He ~d his 
sons because they were criminals. 

reno-vate /'renoveit/ vt restore, eg old build- 
ings, oil paintings, to a good or strong condi- 
tion. 
reno-va-tion /,reno'veifn/ п [U] renovating; 
(р/) instances of this. 

re-nown /ri'naun/ n [0] fame: win ~; a man 
of high ~, 
re-nowned adj famous; celebrated: He was 
~ed for his skill. 

rent! /rent/ п [C,U] regular payment for the 
use of land, a building, a room or rooms, ma- 
chinery, etc; sum of money paid in this way: 
You owe me three weeks ~.0 vt,vi1 occupy or 
ие (land, buildings, etc) for rent: We don’t 


rendezvous / repay 


own our house, we ~ it from Mr Gay. 2 allow 
(land, buildings, etc) to be used or occupied in 
return for rent: Mr Hill ~s this land to us at 
£50 a year. 
'rent-coliector, person who goes from 
house to house to collect rents. 
went-'free adj, adv: a ,~-free ‘house, for 
which no rent 15 charged to the tenant. 
'rent-rebate, rebate, based on earnings, 
given by a local government authority to the 
lower paid, esp council tenants. 
rent-able /-abl/ adj able to be rented. 
ren-tal /'rentl/ я [С] amount of rent paid or 
received. 

rent? /rent/ п [С] 1 torn place in cloth, etc: a~ 
in the balloon. 2 (fig) division or split (in a pol- 
itical party, etc). 

rent? /rent/ pt,pp of rend. 

re-nunci-ation $= /rijnansieifn/ я [U] ге- 
nouncing; self-denial. 

re-open /ri:'supon/ vt,vi open again after 
closing or being closed: ~ a shop; ~ a discus- 
sion. School ~s on Monday. 

re-or-gan-ize (also -ise) /ri:'s:ganaiz/ vt,vi 
organize again or in a new way. 

re-orien-tate /ri:'s:rianteit/ (also re-orient 
/ri:'o:riant/) vt, vi orient(ate) again or anew. 

rep /гер/ п [С] (informal) (common abbr of) 
repertory; representative n. 

re-pair' /тиреэ(г)/ у! 1 restore (something 
worn or damaged) to good condition: ~ the 
roads/a watch. 2 put right again: ~ ап еггог. п 
n1[U] repairing or being repaired: road under 
~. 2 (sing or р/ but not with a, an) work or 
process of repairing: The shop will be closed 
during ~s. 3 [Ч] condition for using or being 
used: This machine is in a bad state of [т 
good~. 
re-pair-able /-эЫ/ adj that can be repaired. 
re-pairer, person who repairs things: 'shoe 
~ers. 

re-pair? /ri'pea(r)/ vi (formal) (esp) go fre- 
quently, go in large numbers to: ~ to the sea- 
side for the summer. 

rep-ar-able /'reprabl/ adj (of a loss, etc) that 
can be made good. 

rep-ar-ation /,repo'reifn/ п [0] act of com- 
pensating for loss or damage; (p/) compensa- 
tion for war damages demanded from a de- 
feated enemy. 

rep-ar-tee |,repa:'ti:/ п [С] witty, clever reply; 
[9] the making of such remarks. 

re-past /ri'pa:st US: -'pest/ п [С] (formal) 
meal: a luxurious ~ in the banqueting hall. 

re-pat-ri-ate /ri:'petrieit US: -'peit-/ vt send 
or bring (a person) back to his own country: ~ 
refugees after a war. a п [С] repatriated per- 
son. 
re-pat-ri-ation /,ri:petri'eifn US: -peit-/ п 
[9] 

re-pay /ri'pei/ vt,vi (pt,pp -paid |-'peid/) 1. pay 
back (money): 11 yowll lend me 75р, [ll ~ you 


repeal /repose 


next week. 2 give in return: How can] ~ Jim 
for his kindness. 

re-pay-able /-эЫ/ adj that can or must be re- 
paid. 

re-pay-ment л [U] repaying; [С] instance of 
this. 

re-peal /n'pi:l/ vt cancel, annul, (a law, etc). о 
n[C,U] repealing. 

re-peat /ri'pi:t/ vi,vi 1 say or do again: ~ а 
word]/mistake. 2 say (what somebody else has 
said or what one has learnt by heart): You 
must not ~ what Ive told you; it’s very con- 
fidential. 3 (of food) continue to be tasted 
after being eaten: Do you find that onions ~? 4 
(of numbers, eg decimals) recur: The last fig- 
ure is ~ed. 5 supply a further amount, order, 
etc: We regret that we cannot ~ this article.an 
[С] another supply, performance, etc: There 
will be a ~~ (= another broadcast) of this talk 
on Friday. This is а ~~ performance. 
re-peat-ed-ly adv again and again. 

re-pel /ri'pel/ vz (-Il-) 1 drive back or away; 
refuse to accept: ~ the enemy/temptation. 2 
cause a feeling of dislike in: His long, rough 
beard ~led her. 

re-pel-lent /-ont/ adj unattractive; uninvit- 
ing: ~lent work|/food/manners. a п [С] some- 
thing that causes something else to go or stay 
away: 'insect~. 

re-pent /ri'pent/ vi,vt think with regret or sor- 
row Of; be full of regret; wish one had not done 
(something): Don’t you ~ (of) having wasted 
your money so foolishly? 

re-pent-ance /-ons/ и [0] regret for doing 
wrong: show ~ance (for ...). 

re-pent-ant /-ont/ ae feeling or showing re- 
gret. 

re-pent-ant- ly adv 

re-per-cus-sion |,ri:po'kafn/ п 1 [9] 
springing back; driving or throwing back. 2 
[С] something thrown or driven back; echoing 
sound: the ~ of the waves from the rocks. 3 [С] 
(usually p/) far-reaching and indirect effect (of 
an event, etc): The assassination of the 
President was followed by ~s throughout the 
whole country. 

rep-er-toire /'repotwa:(r)/ и [С] all the plays, 
songs, pieces, etc which a company, actor, 
musician, etc is prepared to perform: She has a 
large ~ of songs. 

rep-er-tory /'repotor: US: -to:m/ п [С] (pi 
-ies) = repertoire. 

'repertory company/theatre, (common 
abbr rep) one in which the actors or plays are 
changed regularly. 

rep-eti-tion /,repi'tifn/ 2 1 [U] repeating or 
being repeated; [C] instance of this: after 
numerous ~s. 2 [С] another repeat: Let there 
be.no ~ of this, Don’t do it again. 3 [C] piece 
(of poetry, etc) set to be learnt by heart and 
repeated. 

re-peti-tive /ri'petativ/ (also rep-eti-tious 
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/,repi'tifas/) adj-characterized by repeated.ac- 
tion: the repetitive .work typical of modern 
industry. 

re-phrase /|,ri:'freiz/ vt say again using dif- 
ferent words: ~ a question. 

re-place /ri'pleis/ vt 1 put back in its place: 
replacing a dictionary on the shelf; ~ the 
receiver, ie after telephoning. 2 take the place 
of: Can anything ~ a mother’s love and care?3 
supply as a substitute for: ~ coal by/with oil. 
re-place-able /-abl/ adj that can be replaced. 
re-place-ment 7 [U] replacing or being re- 
placed; [С] person or thing that replaces: get a 
~ment while one is away on holiday. 

re-play /,ri:'plei/ vt play (eg a football match 
that was drawn) again. о п /'ri:plei/ [С] replay- 
ing of a record, a football match etc. 

re-plen-ish /ri'plenif/ vi (formal) fill up 
again; get a new supply of or for. 

re-plete /ri'pli:t/ adj (formal) filled waits 
holding as much as possible: ~ with food; 
feeling~. 

re-ple-tion /ri'pli:[n/ п [U] (formal) state of 
being or feeling replete. 


‚ rep-lica /'replika/ п [С] (pl ~s) exact copy 


(esp one made by an artist of one of his own 
pictures). 

re-ply /ri'plai/ vi,vt (pt,pp -ied) give as an 
answer to, in words or action: He failed 10 ~ 


` (to my question). ‘Certainly, sir’, he replied. an 


[С] act of replying; what is replied: He made no 
~. What was said in ~? reply paid, (eg of a 
telegram) with the cost of replying paid by the 
sender. 

re-port’ /ri'po:t/ 1 [С] account of, statement 
about, something heard, seen, done, etc: the 
annual ~ of a business company; Чаи’ ~s, ie of 
trials, etc in the law courts; a school ~, eg by 
teachers about a pupil, with his examination 
marks, etc; newspaper ~s. 2 [U] rumour: R~ 
has it that..., People are saying that...; [С] 
piece of gossip. 3 [С] sound of an explosion: 
the loud ~ of a gun. 

re-port? /ri'po:t/ vt,vi 1 give an account of 
(something seen, heard, done, etc); give as 
news: The discovery of a new planet has been 
~ed. 2 write down (eg in shorthand) the 
words of speeches, etc for newspapers, etc: ~ 
а зреесй[а Parliamentary debate. 3 give news 
or information concerning: ~ on/upon a meet- 
ing. 4 go (somewhere), and announce that one 
has come, that one is ready for work, duty, etc: 
~ for duty at the office; ~ to the Manager. 5 
make a complaint against a person (to au- 
thorities): ~ an official for insolence. I shail 
have to ~ your lateness. 

reported speech, = indirect speech. 
re-porter, person who supplies news to a 
newspaper, for radio or TV. 

ге-ро$е' /ri'pouz/ vt (formal) place (trust, 
confidence, etc) in: Don’t ~ too much соп- 
fidence in his honesty. 
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re-pose? /ri'pouz/ vi,vi (formal) 1 rest; give 
rest or support to: a girl reposing on a cushion. 
2 be based or supported (ом). a п [U] (formal) 
1 rest; sleep: Her face is beautiful in ~. 2 
peaceful, restful or quiet behaviour, manner 
or appearance. 

re-posi-tory /r'pozitri US: эти и [С]. (р/ 
-ies) (formal) place where things are or may be 
stored: Desks are repositories for all sorts of 
useless papers. 

rep-re-hend /,repri‘hend/ vt (formal) dis- 
approve of strongly: ~ his conduct. 
rep-re-hen-sible /,repri'hensabl/ adj deserv- 
ing to be strongly disapproved of. 

rep-re-sent' /|,repri'zent/ vt 1 be, give, 
make, a picture, sign, symbol or example of: 
Phonetic symbols ~ sounds. This painting ~s a 
hunting scene. 2 declare to be; describe (as): He 
~ed himself as an expert. 3 explain; make 
clear: Let me try to ~ my ideas to you in an- 
other way. 4 express: They each ~ed their 
grievances to the headmaster. 5 act or speak 
for (eg as a lawyer); be MP for; be an agent 
for: members (ie MP’s) ~ing several Welsh 
constituencies. 

rep-re-sen-ta-tion /,reprizen'teifn/ 7 (a) [U] 
representing or being represented; [C] that 
which is represented: no taxation without 
~ation, ie citizens should not be taxed with- 
out being.represented (in Parliament, etc). © 
proportional representation. (b) [C] (esp) 
polite protest: make ~ations to the Inspector 
of Taxes about an excessive assessment. 

re-pre-sent? |,ri:pri'zent/ vt submit again: 
Please ~ your cheque when you have funds in 
your account. 

rep-re-sen-ta-tive /,repri'zentotiv/ adj 1 
serving to show; serving as an example of a 
class or group; containing examples of a num- 
ber of classes or groups: a ~ collection of 
French Impressionist paintings. 2 consisting of 
elected deputies; based on representation by 
such elected deputies: ~ government|/ 
institutions. о п [С] 1 example; typical spe- 
cimen (of). 2 person elected or appointed to 
represent or act for others: send a ~ 10 а соп- 
ference; our ~ (= MP) in the House of Com- 
mons. 

the House of ,Repre'sentatives, the 
lower house.of the US Congress or of a state 
legislature. 

re-press /ri'pres/ vt keep or put down or un- 
der; prevent from finding an outlet: ~ a revolt; 
~ed emotions. 

re-pres-sion /r'prefn/ [U] 

re-pres-sive /ri'presiv/ adj serving or tending 
to repress: ~ive legislation. 

re-prieve /ri'pri:v/ vt 1 postpone or delay pu- 
nishment (esp the execution of a person con- 
demned to death). 2 (fig) give relief for a short 
time (from danger, trouble, etc). с п [С] (order 
giving authority for the) postponement or 


repose /republican 


cancelling of punishment (esp by death): grant 
a prisonera~nw. 

re-pri-mand /|,repri'‘ma:nd US. -'mend/ vt 
express disapproval to (a person) severely and 
officially (because of a fault, etc). отп 
/'reprima:nd US: -mend/ [С] official expres- 
sion of disapproval. 

re-prisal /r'praizl/ я 1 [U] paying back in- 
jury with injury: do something by way of ~. 2 
(pl) such acts, esp of one country on another 
during a war. 

re-proach /r'prootf/ vt find fault with (a 
person, usually with a feeling of sorrow, or 
suggesting the need for sorrow): ~ one’s son 
for being late home. a n 1 [U] reproaching: a 
term|look of ~. 2 [С] instance, word, phrase, 
etc of reproach. above/beyond reproach, 
perfect, blameless: She/Her behaviour is be- 
yond ~. 3 [C] something that brings disgrace 
or discredit (to): slums that are а ~ to the city 
council. 

re-proach-ful . /-fl/ adj full of, expressing, 
reproach: a ~ful look. 

re-proach-fully /-folt/ adv 

re-pro-duce /,ri:pro'dju:s US: -'du:s/ vt,vi 1 
cause to be seen, heard, exist, etc again: ~ 
music from magnetic tape; ~ copies of an origi- 
nal painting. 2 bring forth as offspring; bring 
about a natural increase: plants that ~ easily. 
3 grow anew (a part that is lost, etc): Can 
lizards ~ their tails? 

re-pro-ducer, person who, that which, re- 
produces. 

re-pro-duc-ible /-abl/ adj that can be ге- 
produced. 

re-pro-duc-tion /,ri:pra'dakfn/ п [Ч] process 
of reproducing; [C] something reproduced, 
esp a work of art. 

re-pro-duc-tive /,ri:pra'daktrv/ adj repro- 
ducing; for, relating to, reproduction (esp 
(2)): the reproductive organs. 

re-proof' /r'pru:f/ п 1 [U] blame (the more 
usual word); disapproval: a glance of ~; con- 
duct deserving of ~. 2 [С] expression of blame 
or disapproval. 

re-proof? |,ri:'pru:f/ vt make (a coat, etc) 
waterproof again. 

re-prove /ri'pru:v/ уг find fault with; disap- 
prove of strongly: The priest ~d the people id 
not attending church services. 

re-prov-ing-ly adv 

rep-tile /'reptail US: -tl/ п [С] cold-blooded 
animal that lays eggs, eg a lizard, tortoise, 
crocodile, snake. 

rep-til-ian /rep'tilion/ adj of, like, a eer a 

re-pub-lic /ri'pablik/ п [С] (country with a) 
system of government in which the elected 
representatives of the people are supreme, and 
with an elected head (the President): a consti- 
tutional ~, eg the US. 

re-pub-li-can /r'pablikon/ adj of, relating 
to, supporting the principles of, a republic. оп 


repudiate /reservation 


[С] 1 person who favours republican govern- 
ment. 2 R~, member of one of the two main 
political parties in the US (the other is Democ- 
rat). 

re-pudi-ate /ri'pju:dieit/ vt (formal) 1 say 
that one will have nothing more to do with: ~ 
a wicked son. 2 refuse to accept or ac- 
knowledge: ~ the authorship of an article, de- 
clare that one did not write it. 3 refuse to pay 
(a debt). 
re-pudi-ation /ri,pju:di'erfn/ 1 [0] 

re-pug-nance /r'pagnons/ п [U} (formal) 
strong dislike or distaste: a great ~ to accept 
charity. 

re-pug-nant /ri'pagnent/ adj (formal) caus- 
ing a feeling of dislike or opposition: / find his 
views/ proposals ~. 

re-pulse /ri'pals/ vt 1 drive back (the enemy); 
resist (an attack) successfully. 2 refuse to ac- 
cept (a person’s help, friendly offers, etc); dis- 
courage (a person) by unfriendly treatment. o 
n[U] repulsing or being repulsed. 
re-pul-sion /ri'palfn/ п [О] (a) feeling of dis- 
like or distaste: feel repulsion for him. (b) 
(physics) tendency of bodies to repel each 
other (opp of attraction). 

re-pul-sive /ri'palsiv/ adj 1 causing a feeling 
of disgust: a ~ sight. 2 (physics) showing re- 
pulsion(b): ~ forces. 

re-pul-sive-ly adv 

repu-table /'repjutebl/ adj respected; of 
good reputation: ~ occupations. 

repu-tably /-abli/ adv 

repu-ta-tion /,repju'teifn/ n [Ч] (used with 
a, an as in examples) the general opinion 
about the character, qualities, etc of a person 
or thing: have a good ~ as a doctor; makea~ 
for oneself. live up to one’s reputation, 
act in the way that people expect (good or 
bad). 

re-pute /ri'pju:t/ vt 1 Бе reputed as/to be, 
be generally considered or reported (to be), be 
thought of as: He is ~ed (to be) very wealthy. 
He is ~d (as|to be) the best surgeon in Paris. 2 
(as an adjective) generally considered to be 
(but with some element of doubt): the ~d 
father of the child. an[U]1 reputation (good 
or bad): know a man by ~. 2 good reputation: 
a doctor of ~. 
re-put-ed-ly /-adl1/ adv by reputation. 

re-quest /r'kwest/ п 1 [U] asking or being 
asked: We came at your ~|at the ~ of Mr 
Brown. Buses stop here by ~, if signalled to do 
so. This is а ^^ stop. Samples will be sent on ~. 
2 [С] expression of desire for something: 
repeated ~s for help. 3 [С] thing asked for: АЙ 
my ~s were granted. п vt make a request: Visi- 
tors are ~ed not to touch the paintings. 

requiem /теКулот/ п [С] (musical setting 
for a) special mass for the repose of the souls 
of the dead. 

re-quire /rikkwaio(r)/ vt 1 need (the usual 
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word); depend on for success, etc: We ~ extra 
help. 2 (formal) order; demand; insist on as a 
right or by authority: Students are ~d to take 
three papers in English literature. I have done 
all that is ~-d by law. 
re-quire-ment 7 [С] (formal) something 
needed: meet his ~ments, do what he wants 
done. 

requi-site /'rekwizit/ п [С], adj (thing) need- 
ed or required by circumstances or for success: 
We supply every ~ for travellall travelling ~s. 

requi-si-tion /,rekwi'zifn/ п 1 [U] act of re- 
quiring or demanding. 2 [С] formal, written 
demand: a ~ for supplies/that the supplies 
should be sent. o vt make a demand for: ~ a 
cheque for £100. 

re-run /'ri:ran/n[C] (cinema and TV) reshow- 
ing of a film or recorded programme. с vf 
(-nn-) show a film, etc again. 

re-scind /ri'sind/ vt (/egal) repeal, и (а 
law, contract, etc). 

res-cue /'reskju:/ vt make safe (from danger, 
attack, etc); set free: rescuing a child (from 
drowning). 0 п1 [U] rescuing or being rescued: 
John came to my ~ at the meeting, supported 
me. 2 [C] instance of this: three ~s from 
drowning. 
res-cuer, person who rescues a person or 
thing. 

re-search /ти5з:{ US: 'ri:sartf/ п [U} (and 
with a, an, and in the p/, but not usually with 
many or numerals) investigation undertaken 
in order to discover new facts, get additional 
information, etc: be engaged in ~; much ~ 
work; carry out a ~|~es into the causes of 
cancer. His ~es have been successful. а vi (a 
problem, etc): She is ~ing into the causes of 
cancer. 
re-searcher, person engaged in research. 

re-seat /,ri:'si:t/ vt supply with a new seat: ~ 
an old pair of trousers/a cane chair. 

re-sem-biance /ri'zemblons/ п [C,U] (point 
of) likeness, similarity: There’s very little ~ be- 
tween them. 

re-semble /ri'zembl/ vt be like; be similar to: 
She ~s her mother. 

re-sent /ri'zent/ vt feel bitter, indignant o1 
angry at: ~ criticism. He ~s my being here. 
re-sent-ful /-fl/ adj feeling or showing 
resentment. 
re-sent-fully /-fali/ adv 
re-sent-ment п [U] feeling that one has 
when insulted, ignored, injured, etc: bear/feel 
по ~ment against anyone. 

res-er-va-tion /,rezo'veifn/ п 1 [U] keeping 
or holding back; failure or refusal to express 
something that is in one’s mind; [С] that which 
is kept or held back: accept a plan without ~, 
wholeheartedly, completely; accept a plan with 
~s, with limiting conditions. 2 [С] the central 
~ of a motorway, land dividing the two car- 
riageways. 3[C] (US) area of land reserved for 
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a special purpose: the Indian ~s, land for the 
exclusive use of the Indians. 4 [C] arrange- 
ment to keep something for somebody, eg a 
seat in a train, a room in a hotel: My travel 
agents have made all the ~s for my journey. 

re-serve’ /ri'z3:v/ п 1 [С] something that is 
being or has been stored (for later use): a ~ of 
food; the bank’s ~s, ie of money. 2 (sing or pl) 
(mil) military forces kept back for use when 
needed. 3 [U] in reserve, kept back unused, 
but available if needed: have/hold a little 
money in ~. 4 [С] place or area reserved for 
some special use or purpose: а 'game ~, eg in 
Africa, for the preservation of wild animals. 5 
[C,U] (instance of) limitation or restriction; 
condition that limits or restricts: We accept 
your statement without ~, believe it complete- 
ly. 6 [U] self-control in speech and behaviour: 
break through his ~, get him to talk and be so- 
ciable. 7 [С] (in football, etc) player who is of- 
ficially allowed to replace another player dur- 
ing a game. 

re-serve? /ri'z3:v/ vt 1 store, keep back, fora 
later occasion: R~ your strength for the climb. 
The judge ~d his judgement, deferred an- 
nouncing it until a future time. 2 keep for the 
special use of, or for a special purpose: We are 
reserving these seats for special guests. 3 secure 
possession of, or the right to use, eg by ad- 
vance payment: ~ rooms at a hotel. 
re-served adj (of a person, his character) 
slow to show feelings or opinions; shy: He is 
100 ~d to be popular. 
re-serv-ed-ly /-adli/ adv 

res-er-voir /'rezavwa:(r)/ п [C] 1 place (often 
an artificial lake) where water is stored, eg for 
supplying a town. 2 (fig) supply (of facts, 
knowledge, etc). 

re-set /|,ri:'set/ vt (pt,pp reset; -tt-) 1 place in 
position again: ~ a diamond in a ring; ~ a 
broken bone. & set?(9) 2 (of a book, etc) pre- 
pare the type(3) again. 3 sharpen (a saw) 
again. 

re-settle /ri:'setl/ vt,vi (esp of refugees) (help 
to) settle in a new country: ~ European 
refugees in Canada. 
re-settle-mentn([C,U] | 

re-shuffle /ri:'{afi/ vt 1 mix (playing-cards) 
again. 2 redistribute (Cabinet responsibili- 
ties). о п [С] change the positions again: a 
Cabinet ~. 

re-side /ri'zaid/ vi (formal) 1 live (the more 
usual word), have one’s home: residing 
abroad. 2 (of power, rights, etc) be the 
property of, be present in: The supreme auth- 
ority ~s in the President. 

resi-dence /'rezidons/ и (formal) 1 [U] resid- 
ing: take up ~ in a new house. in residence, 
(a) (of an official, etc) living in the house offi- 
cially provided for him. (b) (of members of a 
university) living in a college or other part ofa 
university. 2 place where one lives: this desir- 


reserve /resistant 


able family ~ for sale. 

resi-dent /'rezidont/ adj having a home (in 
the place mentioned or indicated): the ~ popu- 
lation of the town (contrasted with visitors, 
tourists, etc). ол [С] person who lives in a 
place (not a visitor). 

resi-den-tial /,rezi'denf1/ adj 1 of residence: 
the ~ qualifications for voters, ie requiring 
that they should live in the constituency. 2 of, 
with, private houses: ~ parts of the town (con- 
trasted with business or industrial parts). 

re-sid-ual /ri'zidzual/ adj remaining: ~ in- 
come after tax. 

resi-due /'rezidju: US: -du:/ п [С] that which 
remains after a part is taken or used. 

re-sign /ri'zain/ vt,vi 1 give up (a post, claim, 
etc): ~ one’s job; ~ from the Committee. 2 
(formal) hand over: Г ~ my children to your 
care. 3 be ready to put up with or accept with- 
out complaining: be ~ed to one’s fate. 
re-signed adj having or showing patient 
acceptance: with a~ed look. 
re-sign-ed-ly /-odli/ adv 

res-ig-na-tion /,rezig'neifn/ 2 1 [U] resign- 
12(1); [С] instance of this; letter (to one’s em- 
ployers, superior, etc) stating this: offer/send 
in[hand in one’s ~. 2 [Ц] state of being resign- 
ed to, accepting, conditions, etc: accept failure 
withn., ; 

re-sil-ience /ri'zilions/ (also re-sil-iency 
/-nsi/) п 1 [U] quality or property of quickly 
recovering the original shape or condition 
after being pulled, pressed, crushed, etc: the ~ 
of rubber. 2 (fig) power of recovering quickly: 
the ~ of the human body. 
re-sil-ient /-ant/ adj 

resin /'rezim/ и [СО] 1 sticky substance flow- 
ing from most plants when cut or injured, esp 
from fir and pine trees, hardening in air, used 
in making varnish, lacquer, etc. 2 similar sub- 
stance (plastics) made chemically, widely used 
in industry. 

re-sist /ri'zist/ уу 1 oppose; use force 
against in order to prevent the advance of: ~ 
the епету[ап attack|authority|the police. 2 be 
undamaged or unaffected by: а kind of glass 
that ~s heat, that does not break or crack. 3 
try not to give in to, to take or use: ~ tempta- 
tion. She can’t ~ chocolates. 
re-sis-ter, person who resists: passive ~ers. 

re-sis-tance /r'zistens/ n 1 [U] (power of) 
resisting: make/offer no/not much ~ to the 
enemy’s advance. 2 the ~, (in a country occu- 
pied by an enemy) group of people organized 
to oppose the enemy. 3[U] opposing force: An 
aircraft has to overcome the ~ of the air. 
choose/follow/take the line of least 
resistance, г> \ine'(11). 4 [C,U] desire to 
oppose: 'sales ~, unwillingness of the public 
to buy. 

re-sis-tant /ri'zistont/ adj offering resis- 
tance: insects that have become ~ to DDT. 


resistor /respiratory 


re-sis-tor /ri'zista(r)/'n [С] device to reduce 
the power in an electric circuit. 

re-sole /,ri:'soul/ vt put a new sole оп Gi shoe). 

res-ol-ute /'rezalu:t/ adj (formal) deter- 
mined: a~ man. 

re-sol-ute-ly adv 

res-ol-ution /|,reza'lu:fn/ 2 1 [0] quality of 
being determined: show great ~; aman with по 
~. 2 [С] something that is decided; formal ex- 
‘pression of opinion by a legislative body or a 
public meeting; proposal for this: pass/carry/ 
adopt/reject а ~ (for/against/in favour of| 
that...). 3 [С] something one makes up one’s 
mind to do: a New Year ~, something a per- 
son is determined to do in a new year, eg to 
give up smoking. 4 [U] resolving, solution (of 
a doubt, question, etc). > resolve(3). 

re-solve /ri'zplv/ vt,vi 1 decide; determine: 
He ~d that nothing should prevent him from 
succeeding. He ~d to succeed. 2 (of a commit- 
tee, public meeting, legislative body) pass by 
formal vote the decision (that): The House of 
Commons ~d that... 3 put an end to (doubts, 
difficulties, etc) by supplying an answer. 4 
break up, separate (into parts); convert, be 
converted: ~ a problem into its elements. о п 
[C] something that has been decided: keep 
one’s~. 

re-solv-able /-эЫ/ adj that may be resolved. 

res-on-ance /'rezonons/ и [U] quality of 
being resonant. 

res-on-ant /'rezonont/ adj 1 (of sound) re- 
sounding; continuing to resound: a deep, ~ 
voice. 2 (of places) resounding: Alpine valleys 
~ with the sound of church bells. 

res-on-ate /'rezaneit/ vt,vi produce or show 
resonance. 

re-sort /ri'zo:t/ vi1 make use of for help or to 
gain one’s purpose, etc: /f other means fail, we 
shall ~ to force. 2 frequently visit: The police 
watched the cafés to which the wanted man was 
known to ~.an1[U] resorting(1): Can we do 
it without ~ to force? in the/as a last re- 
sort, when all else has failed, as a last means 
of finding help or relief. 2 [C] person or thing 
that is resorted(1) to: Because it was raining 
and the last bus had gone, an expensive taxi was 
the only ~ left. 3 [С] place often visited for a 
particular purpose: a'seaside/'health ~. 

re-sound /ri'zaund/ vi,vt 1 (of a voice, in- 
strument, sound, place) echo and re-echo: The 
organ ~ed. The hall ~ed with the fans’ scream- 
ing. 2 (fig) (of fame, an event) be much talked 
of; spread far and wide: The film was a ~ing 
SUCCESS. 

re-sound-ing-ly adv 

re-source /ri'so:s US: 'ri:so:rs/ п 1 (pl) 
wealth, supplies of goods, raw materials, etc 
which a person, country, etc has or can use: 
the natural ~s of our country, its mineral 
wealth, potential water power, etc. 2 [С] some- 
thing which helps in doing something, that 
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can be turned to for support, help, consola- 
tion: Leave him to his own ~s, to amuse him- 
self, find his own way of passing the time. 3 
[U] skill in finding resources(2): aman of ~. 
re-source-ful /-fl/ adj good or quick at find- 
ing resources(2): a ~ful mind. 
re-source-fully /-fal1/ adv 

re-spect' /ri'spekt/ и 1 [U] honour; high 
opinion or regard for a person or quality: The 
Prime Minister is held in the greatest ~. Chil- 
dren should show ~ for their teachers. 2 [0] 
consideration; attention: We must have ~ 
for|pay ~ to the needs of the general reader, 
think about his requirements or preferences. 3 
[U] reference; relation. with/without re- 
spect to, concerning, paying no attention to. 
4 [С] detail; particular aspect. in respect of, 
as regards: Your action was admirable in ~ of 
the courage you showed. in some/any/no, 
etc respects, with regard to some aspect(s), 
detail(s): They resemble one another т some/a 
few ~s. 5 (pl) regards; polite greetings: My 
father sends you his ~s. 

re-spect? /ri'spekt/ vt show respect for; treat 
with consideration: He is ~ed by everyone. We 
must ~ his wishes. 

re-spec-ter n (only in) no repecter of per- 
sons, person or thing paying little or no at- 
tention to wealth, social rank, etc: Death is no 
~er of persons. 

re-spect-able /ri'spektabl/ adj 1 deserving 
respect: act from ~ motives. 2 (of persons) of 
good character and fair social position; hav- 
ing the qualities associated with such social 
position. 3 (of clothes, appearance, behavi- 
our, etc) suitable for such persons: /5 she/her 
appearance ~? 4 of considerable size, merit, 
importance, etc: He earns а ~ income. 
re-spect-ably /-obli/ adv in a respectable 
manner: respectably dressed. 

re-spect-ful /ri'spektfl/ adj (formal) show- 
ing respect: They stood at a ~ distance from 
the President. 

re-spect-ive /ri'spektiv/ adj for, belonging 
to, each of those in question: The men were 
given work according to their ~ abilities. 
re-spect-ive-ly adv separately or in turn, 
and in the order mentioned: Rooms for men 
and women are on the first and second floors 
~ly, ie for men on the first floor and for 
women on the second. 

res-pir-ation |,respa'reifn/ и [U] breathing; 
[C] single act of breathing in and breathing 
out. © artificial respiration. 

res-pir-ator /'resporeita(r)/ и [С] apparatus 
for breathing through, eg by firemen, to filter 
the air of smoke and fumes. 

res-ptir-at-ory /ri'spiratri US. 'respirato:r1/ 
adj of breathing: ~ diseases, eg bronchitis, 
asthma. 

respiratory tract, system of organs for 
breathing. 
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re-spire /ri'spaia(r)/ vi (formal) breathe (the 

- usual word). 

res-pite /'respait US: 'respit/ и [C] 1 time of 
relief or rest (from toil, suffering, anything un- 
pleasant): work without (a) ~. 2 permitted 
postponement or delay in punishment, having 
to do something, etc. 

‘re-splen-dent.= /r'splendont/ adj very 
bright; looking rich and colourful: a ~ display 
by the Household Cavalry. 
re-splen-dent-ly adv 

re-spond /ri'spond/ vi 1 answer: ~ 10 a 
speech of welcome. 2 act in answer to, or be- 
cause of, the action of another: When Tom in- 
sulted the referee, he ~ed by ordering him off 
the field. 3 react (to); be affected (by): The 
illness|patient quickly ~ed to treatment. 

re-sponse /ri'sppns/ п 1 [С] answer: My let- 
ter of inquiry brought no ~. 2 [C,U] reaction: 
My appeal to her pity met withno ~.3[C] (та 
church service) part of the liturgy said or sung 
by the congregation alternately with the 
priest. 

re-spon-:si-bil-ity /risponso'biloti/ n (р! 
-ies) 1 [9] being responsible; being account- 

- able: Pil lend you ту camera if you will take full 
~ for и. 2 [С] something for which a person is 

responsible; duty: the heavy responsibilities of 
the Prime Minister. 

re-spon-:sible /r'sponsobl/ adj 1 (of a per- 
son) legally or morally having to carry out a 
duty, care for a person‘ or thing; in a position 
where one may be blamed for loss, failure, etc: 
The pilot of an airliner is ~ for the safety of the 
passengers. Who is ~ for the education of our 
children? 2 involving the obligation to make 
decisions for others and bear the blame for 
their mistakes: Гуе made you ~ and you must 
decide what to do. 3 who can be relied on: Give 
the task 10 а ~~ man. 4 be responsible for 
sth, be the cause or source of: Who’s ~ for 
this mess in the kitchen? 
re-spon-sibly /-sbli/ adv: Г would expect a 
man of your age to act responsibly, to be re- 
liable, trusted. 

re-spon-:sive /ri'sponsiv/ adj 1 answering: a 
~ gesture. 2 answering easily or quickly: ~ 10 
affection|treatment. 
re:spon:sive-ly adv 

rest’ /rest/ п 1 [U] condition of being free 
from activity, movement, disturbance; quiet; 
sleep: R~ is necessary after hard work. She had 
a good night’s ~, sleep. at rest, (a) free from 
movement. (b) dead. be laid to rest, be 
buried. come to rest, (of a moving body) 
stop moving. set sbh‘s mind at rest, > 
mind'(2). 2 [С] that on which something is 
supported: an 'arm-~. 3 [С] (music) (sign 
marking an) interval of silence. 4 (used as an 
adjective) place where people may recuperate 
from illness, etc: a'~ home|/centre. 
'rest-cure, course of treatment for persons 


respire/restore 


suffering from nervous disorders. 
'rest room, public lavatory; cloakroom. 
rest-ful /-fl/ adj quiet; peaceful; giving (a 
feeling of) rest: a ~ful scene; colours that are 
~ful to the eyes. 
rest-less adj never still or quiet; unable to 
rest: the ~less waves; spenda ~less night. 
rest-less-ly adv 
rest-less-ness и [0] 

rest? /rest/ (always the ~) 1 what remains; 
the remainder: Take what you want and throw 
the ~ away. Her hat was red, like the ~ of her 
clothes. for the rest..., as regards other mat- 
ters... 2 (used with a p/ verb) the others: John 
and I are going to play tennis; what are the ~ of 
you going to do? 

rest? /rest/ vi,vt1 be still or quiet; be free from 
activity, movement, disturbance, etc: We ~ed 
(for) an hour after lunch. He ~s (= is buried) 
in the churchyard. He will not ~ (= will have 
no peace of mind) until he knows the truth. 2 
give rest or relief to: He stopped to ~ his horse. 
These dark glasses ~ my eyes. 3 (cause to) be 
supported (on/against something): She ~ed 
her elbows|Her elbows were ~ing on the table. 
Ел, йе ladder against the wall. 
'resting-place, (esp) place of burial. 

rest‘ /rest/ vi 1 continue to be in a specified 
state: You may ~ assured that everything pos- 
sible will be done. 2 rest with, be left in the 
hands or charge of: Jt ~s with you to decide, It 
is your responsibility. 3 depend, rely: His fame 
~s оп[ироп his plays more than his novels. 

re-state /,ri:'steit/ vt state again or ina differ- 
ent way. 
re-state-ment 7 [C,U] (instance of) restat- 
ing. 

res-taur-ant /'restoront US: -torant/ п [С] 
place where meals can be bought and eaten. 

res-ti-tu-tion /гезш и: [п US: -'tu:-/n[U]1 
restoring (of something stolen, etc) to its own- 
ег: ~ of property. 2 = reparation. 

res-tive /'restiv/ adj 1 (of a horse or other 
animal) refusing to move forward; moving 
backwards or sideways. 2 (of a person) reluc- 
tant to be controlled or disciplined; unable to 
lie still (and sleep). 

re-stock /|,ri:'stok/ vz put fresh stock into: ~ 
the shelves т а shop. 

res-to-ra-tion /,resto'reifn/ и 1 [U] restor- 
ing or being restored: ~ to health and strength; 
~ of stolen property. 2 the Вл, (the period 
of) the re-establishment of the monarchy in 
England in 1660, when Charles П became 
king: R~ poetry|comedy. 3 [С] model rep- 
resenting the original form of an extinct ani- 
mal, ruined building, etc; building formerly 
ruined and now rebuilt. 

re-stora-tive /ri'sto:rativ/ adj tending to res- 
tore health and strength. on [СО] restorative 
food, medicine, etc. 

re-store /ri'sto:(r)/ vt 1 give back: restoring 


restrain /retch 


stolen property|borrowed books. 2 bring back 
into use; reintroduce: ~ old customs. 3 make 
well or normal again; bring back (to a former 
condition): guite ~d to health; feel completely 
vd. Law and order have been ~d. 4 repair; re- 
build as before: ~ a ruined abbey. 5 place in or 
bring back to the former position, etc: ~ an 
employee to his old post|an officer to his com- 
mand. 
re-storer, person who, that which, restores, 
eg old oil paintings. 

re-strain /ri'strem/ vt hold back; keep under 
control; prevent (a person or thing from doing 
something): ~ a child from (doing) mischief; ~ 
one’s anger. 
re-strained adj (esp) not emotional or wild; 
kept under control. 

re-straint /ri'stremt/ п 1 [U] restraining or 
being restrained. without restraint, freely; 
without control. 2 [U] (in art, literature, etc) 
avoidance of excess or exaggeration. 3 [С] that 
which restrains; check; controlling influence: 
the ~s of poverty. 

re-strict /ri'strikt/ vt limit; keep within 
limits: Discussion at the meeting was ~ed to the 
agenda. We are ~ed to 30 miles an hour in 
built-up areas. 

re-stric-tion /ri'strikf{n/ n (a) [U] restricting 
or being restricted: ~ion of expenditure. (b) 
{C] instance of this; something that restricts: 
currency ~ions, eg on the sums that a person 
may use for foreign travel. 

re-strict-ive /ri'striktiv/ adj tending to res- 
trict: ~ive practices (in industry), practices 
that prevent effective use of labour, etc. 
re-strict-ive-ly adv 

re-style /,ri:'stail/ vt 1 give a new name to: 
The chairman has been ~ed ‘the President’. 2 
redesign: They have ~d the seats for the new 
model of this car. 

re-sult /ri'zalt/ vi 1 result from, come 
about, happen, because of: Any damage ~ing 
from negligence must be paid for by the borrow- 
er. 2 bring about; have as a consequence: 
Their diplomacy ~ed in war. 3 end in a manner 
which is stated: Their efforts ~ed badly.an1 
[СО] that which is produced by an activity or 
cause; outcome; effect: work without (much) 
~,; announce the ~s of a competition, the 
names of prize-winners, etc. 2 [С] answer (to a 
mathematical problem, etc). 

re-sult-ant /-ont/ adj coming as a result, esp 
as the total outcome of forces or tendencies 
from different directions. о п [С] product or 
outcome (of something). 

re-sume /ri'zju:m US: -'zu:m/ vt1 go on after 
stopping for a time: ~ one’s work/a story. 2 

‘ take or occupy again: ~ one’s seat. 

ré-sumé /'rezu:mei US: ,rezu'me1/ п [С] sum- 
mary. 

re-sump-tion /ri'zampJn/ n [U] resuming; 
[С] instance of this. 
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re-sur-face |,ri:'sa:fis/ vt,vi 1 put a new sur- 
face on (a road, etc). 2 (of a submarine) come 
to the surface again. 3 (fig) (of persons, ideas, 
etc) reappear, come back. 

re-sur-gence /ri'ss:dzans/_ и [U] revival; 
return of energy, etc. 

re-sur-gent /ri's3:dzont/ adj (formal) reviv- 
ing, coming back to activity, strength, etc 
(after defeat, destruction, etc): ~ hopes. 

res-ur-rect /,reza'rekt/ vt,vi bring back into 
use; revive the practice of: ~ an old "ога! 
custom. 

res-ur-rec-tion /,rezo'rekfn/ п [U] 1 the 
R~, (a) the rising of Jesus from the tomb; an- 
niversary of this. (b) the rising of all the dead 
on the Last Day. 2 revival from disuse, inac- 
tivity, etc: the ~ of hope. 

re-sus-ci-tate /ri'sasiteit/ vt,vi bring or 
come back to consciousness: ~ a person who 
has been nearly drowned. 
re-sus.-ci-ta-tion /r1,sasi'terfn/ и [U] 

re-tail /'ri:teil/ п [С] sale of goods to the gener- 
al public, not for resale: sell goods (by) ~ 
(used as an adjective) ~ prices. > wholesale. 
о adv by retail: Do you buy wholesale ог ~? а 
vt,vi 1 sell (goods) by retail; (of goods) be sold 
retail: an article that is ~ed at/that ~s at 
seventy pence. 2 (formal) repeat (what one has 
heard, esp gossip) bit by bit or to several per- 
sons in turn: ~ a criticism to the man affected. 
re-tailer, tradesman who sells by retail; 
shopkeeper. 

re-tain /ri'tem/ vt 1 keep; continue to have ог 
hold; keep in place: This dyke was built to ~ 
the flood waters. She ~s a clear memory of her 
schooldays. 2 get the services of (esp a barris- 
ter) by payment (a ~ing fee). 
re-tainer n [С] (a) (legal) fee paid to retain 
the services of, eg a barrister. (b) (old use) ser- 
vant of somebody of high rank: the duke and 
his ~ers. 

re-take |,ri:'terk/ vt (pt -took /-'tuk/, pp 
-taken /-'teikon/) take, capture, photograph, 
again. оп /'ri:tetk/ [С] (esp, cinema, TV) re- 
photographed scene. 

re-tali-ate /ri'tezlieit/ vi return the same sort 
of treatment, usually bad, that one has 
received: He ~d by kicking the other boy on the 
ankle. If we raise our import duties on their 
goods, they may ~ against us. 
re-tali-ation /r,telr'eifn/ и [0] retaliating: in 
retaliation for being critical. 
re-tali-at-ive /ri'tzliotrv US: -1eit-/, re-tali- 
at-ory /ri'teliotri US: -to:ri/ adj returning 
(bad) treatment for (bad) treatment; of or for 
retaliation: retaliatory punches. 

re-tard /ri'ta:d/ vt check; hinder: ~ progress/ 
development; a mentally ~ed child, one whose 
mental or emotional development has been 
slowed down or stopped. 

retch /retS/ vi make (involuntarily) the sound 
and physical movements of vomiting but 
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without Gee up anything from the sto- 
mach. 

re-tell /,ri:'tel/ vz (pt,pp -told /-'told/) tell 
again; tell in a different way or in a different 
language: old Greek tales retold for children. 

re-ten-tion /ri'tenfn/ п [О] retaining or be- 
ing retained: the ~ of funds for emergency use. 

re-ten-tive /ri'tentiv/ adj having the power 
of retaining(1) things: a~ memory. 

re-think /т110щК/ vt,vi (pt,pp -thought 
/-"Oo:t/) think about again; reconsider: They 
will have to ~ their policy towards China. 

reti-cence /'retisons/ п [U] being reticent; 
(С] instance of this. 

reti-cent /'retisont/ adj in the habit of saying 
little; not saying all that is known or felt: She 
was ~ about/on what Tom had said. 
re-ti-cent-ly adv 

ret-ina /'retina US: 'retona/ п [С] (pl ~s or 
-nae /-ni:/) layer of membrane at the back of 
the eyeball, sensitive to light. 

reti-nue /'retinju: US: 'retonu:/ и [С] number 
of persons (staff, officers, etc) travelling with a 
person of high rank. 

re-tire /ri'taio(r)/ vi,vt 1 withdraw; go away: 


He ~4d to his cabin. 2 (formal) go to bed: My 


wife usually ~s at 10 o'clock. 3 (of an army) 
withdraw; go back: Our forces ~d to prepared 
positions. 4 give up one’s work, position, busi- 
ness, etc: He will ~ on a pension at 65. 5 cause 
(a person) to retire(3,4): ~ the head clerk.6~ 
from the world, enter a monastery or become а 
hermit. retire into oneself, become unwil- 
ling to meet people or talk. ол [C] signal to 
troops to withdraw: sound the ~, ie on the 
bugle. 
re-tired adj having retired(4): a ~d civil ser- 
vant. 
re-tir-ing adj (a) (of persons, their way of 
life, etc) avoiding meeting people or talking. a 
girl of a retiring nature. (b) about to retire: the 
retiring chairman. 
re-tire-ment 7 (a) [U] retiring or being re- 
tired; seclusion: ~ment from the world, eg ina 
convent. (b) [U] condition of being re- 
tired(4): be/live in ~ment. go into retire- 
ment, retire (esp 4 and 6 above). (с) [С] in- 
stance of this: There have been several ~ments 
in my office recently. 
‘retirement pension, © pension’. 

re-tort /ri'to:t/ vt,vi answer back quickly, 
cleverly or angrily (esp to an accusation or 
challenge): ‘/t’s entirely your fault, he ~ed.an 
[U] retorting: say something in ~ ; [С] retorting 
answer: make an insolent ~. 

re-touch j,ri:'tat{/ vtimprove (a photograph, 
painting, etc) by adding a little paint with a 
brush, etc. 

re-trace /ri:'treis/ vt 1 go back over or along: 
~ one’s steps. 2 go over (past actions, etc) in 
the mind: retracing her movements. 

re-tract /ri'trekt/ vt,vi 1 take back or with- 


retell /retrorocket 


draw (a statement, offer, opinion, etc): Even 
when confronted with proof the accused man re- 
fused to ~ his statement. 2 draw in or back; 
move back or in; be capable of doing this: 4 
cat can ~ its claws. 
re-tract-able /-obl/ adj that can be retracted: 
a ~able undercarriage, (in an aircraft) wheels, 
etc which can be drawn up into the oy of the 
aircraft during flight. 
re-trac-tion /ri'trekfn/[C,U] 

re-tread /|,ri:'tred/ vt (pt,pp ~ed) put a new 
tread(3) on (an old tyre). оп /'ri:tred/ [С] tyre 
that has been retreaded. 

re-treat /ri'tri:t/ vi (esp of an army) go back; 
withdraw: force the enemy to ~; ~ on (ie to- 
wards) the capital. о n 1 [Ч] act of retreating: 
The army was т full ~. We made good our ~, 
withdrew safely: 2 [С] signal for this: sound the 
~, eg on a bugle. 3 [С] instance of retreating: 
after many advances and ~s. beat a (hasty) 
retreat, © beat?(1). 4 [СУ] (place for а) 
period of quiet and rest: a quiet country ~/~ 
in the country. go into retreat, eg tempor- 
ary retirement for religious purposes. 

re-trial /,ri:'traial/ п [С] act of trying again ina 
law court. 

ret-ri-bu-tion /,retri'bju:Jn/  [U] deserved 
punishment: R~ for immoral acts does not 
always come in this life. 
re-tri-bu-tive /ri'tribjutiv/ adj inflicted or 
coming as a penalty for doing wrong. 

re-triev-able /ri'tri:vabl/ adj that may be 
retrieved. 

re-trieval /ri'tri:vl/  [U] 1 act of retrieving’ 
the ~ of one’s fortunes. 2 possibility of re- 
covery: beyond|past~. 

re-trieve /ri'tri:v/ vt,vi 1. get possession of 
again: ~ a lost umbrella; reirieving informa- 
tion from a computer. 2 put or set right; make 
amends for: ~ ап еггог/а loss|disaster|defeat. 
3 rescue (from); restore: ~ a person from ruin; 
~ one’s honour|fortunes. 4 (of specially 
trained dogs) find and bring in (killed or 
wounded birds, etc). 
re-triever, breed of dog used for retriev- 
ing(4). 

retro-ac-tive /,retrou'ektiv/ adj (of laws, 
etc) = retrospective(b). 
retro-ac-tive-ly adv 

retro-grade /'retrogreid/ adj 1 directed 
backwards: ~ motion. 2 deteriorating; likely 
to cause worse conditions: а ~ policy. 

retro-gress /|,retra'gres/ vi (formal) go or 
move backwards. 
retro-gres-sion /,retro'grefn/[U] return to 
a less advanced state. 
retro-gres-sive /,retra'gresiv/ adj returning, 
tending to (cause a) return, to a less advanced 
state; becoming worse. 

retro-rocket /'retraurpkit/ п [С] jet engine 
fired to slow down or alter the course of a mis- 
sile, spacecraft, etc. 


retrospect/reverence 


retro-spect /'retraspekt/ n in retrospect, 
looking back at past events, etc. 

’ retro-spec-tion /,retra'spekJn/ и (formal) 
{U] action of looking back at past events, 
scenes, etc; [С] instance of this: indulge in 
dreamy ~ions. 
retro-spec-tive /,retra'spektiv/ adj (a) look- 
ing back on past events, etc. (b) (of laws, pay- 
ments, etc) applying to the past: ~ive legisla- 
tion; а ~ive (= backdated) wage increase. 
retro-spec-tive-ly adv 

ret-ro-ver-sion |, retrau'v3:Jn US: -3n/n[U] 
state of being turned backwards; turning 
backward. 

re-turn’ /ri'te:n/ я 1 [СО] coming, going, 
giving, sending, putting, back: on my ~, when 
I got/get back; the ~ of spring. by return, by 
the next post out: Please senda reply by~.in 
return (for), as repayment (for). Many 
‘happy returns (of the day), phrase used 
as a greeting on somebody’s birthday. point 
of no return, (fig) stage of an activity, etc at 
which withdrawal, stopping, is not possible. 2 
(as an adjective) involving going back or com- 
ing back, etc: the ~ voyage. 3 [С] (often pi) 
profit on an investment or undertaking: small 
profits and quick ~s, large sales and quick 
turnover. 4 [C] official report or statement: 
make one’s ~ of income (to the Inspector of 
Taxes). 
return fare, needed for the journey back. 
return half, the ticket for the journey back. 
return match, one played between teams 
which have already played one match. 
return ticket, one giving a traveller the 
right to go to a place and back to his starting- 
point (two-way ticket in US). 

re-turn? /ri'ta:n/ vi,vt 1 come ог go back: ~ 
home; ~ to Paris from London. I shall ~ to this 
point later in my lecture. 2 pass or go back (toa 
former state): He has ~ed to his old habits. 3 
give, put, send, pay, carry, back: When will 
you ~ the book I lent you? She ~ed the compli- 
ment, said something pleasant after a compli- 
ment had been paid to her. 4 (of a constitu- 
ency) elect (a person) as representative to Par- 
liament. 5 state or describe officially, esp in 
answer to a demand: ~ the details of one’s in- 
come (for taxation purposes). The jury ~ed a 
verdict of guilty. 
returning officer, official in charge of a 
Parliamentary election and announcing the 
name of the person elected. 
re-turn-able /-abl/ adj that may be sent, 
given back. 

re-un-ion /,ri:'ju:nion/ 1 [U] reuniting or be- 
ing reunited. 2 [С] (esp) meeting of old friends, 
former colleagues, etc after separation: a fami- 
ly ~ at Christmas. 

re-unite |,ri:ju:'nait/ уу? bring or come 
together again: ~d after long years of sep- 
aration. 
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rev /rev/ vit,vi (-vv-) {informal) increase tke 
speed of revolutions.in (eg a.car engine): Don’t 
~ up. (the engine) so hard. & also revolu- 
tion(2). | 

re-value /ri:'vzlju:/ у! 1 value again or anew. 
2 increase the value of: ~ the currency. 
re-valu-ation /,ri: velju:'er{n/ n[C,U] 

re-vamp /,ri:'vemp/ vt (informal) recon- 
struct; renew; revise: ~ an old book with new 
illustrations. 

ге-меа! /ri'vi:l/ у! 1 allow or cause to be seen; 
display: Bikinis ~ more than swimming- 
costumes. 2 make known: One day the truth 
about these events will be ~ed. The doctor did 
not ~ to him his hopeless condition. 

re-veille /ri'veli US: 'revali/n[C] (in the arm- 
ed forces) bugle signal to men to get up in the 
morning: sound (the) ~. 

revel /'revl/ vi (-Il-; US also -I-) 1 have a gay, 
lively time: They ~led until dawn. 2 revel in, 
take great delight in: ~ in one’s success, people 
who ~ in gossip. пп [СП] (occasion of) joyous 
festivity. 
rev-el-ler, (US = rev-eler) /'revala(r)/, per- 
son who revels. 

rev-el-ation |,revo'leifn/ п 1 [U] making 
known of something secret or hidden. 2 [C] 
that which is revealed, esp something that 
causes surprise: /t was а ~~ to John when Mary 
said she had married him for money. 

rev-elry /'reviri/ п [U] (or pl; -ies) noisy, 
happy festivity and merrymaking: when the 
~|revelries ended. 

re-venge /ri'vend3/ vt 1 do something to get 
satisfaction for (an offence, etc to oneself or 
another): ~ an injustice/insult. 2 get satisfac- 
tion by deliberately causing injury in return 
for a person or oneself suffering: ~ a friend; be 
~ed on а persecutor. & avenge. о n[U] 1 de- 
liberate injury to the person(s) from whom in- 
jury has been received: thirsting for ~,; take ~ 
оп; have/get one’s ~ (оп a person); do it out of | 
in ^ (for). 2[U] revenging. 
re-venge-fuli /-fl/ adj feeling or showing а de- 
sire for revenge. 
re-venge-fully /-fali/ adv 

rev-enue /'revanju: US: -пм:/ п 1 [0] income, 
esp the total annual income of the State; 
government department which collects money 
for public funds. & Inland Revenue. 2 (p/) 
separate items of revenue put together: the ~s 
of the City Council. 

re-ver-ber-ate /ri'vs:boreit/ vt,vi (esp of 
sound) send or throw back, be sent back, 
again and again: The roar of the train ~d]/was 
~d in the tunnel. 
re-ver-ber-ation /ri,v3:bo'reifn/  [U] rever- 
berating or being reverberated; (p/) echoes; 
effects (of an event). 

re-vere /ri'vio(r)/ vt have deep respect for; 
regard as sacred: my ~d grandfather. 

rev-er-ence /'revorans/ и [U] deep respect; 
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feeling of wonder and awe: a bishop who was 
held in ~ by everyone, 
rev-er-end /'revorand/ adj deserving to be 
treated with respect (because of age, сВаг- 
acter, etc). ал the Вл, (usual abbr Revd) 
used as a title of a clergyman. 
Reverend Mother, Mother Superior of a 
convent. 
rev-er-ent /'revorant/ adj feelmg or showing 
reverence. 
rev-er-ent-ly adv 
rev-er-en-tial /,reva'renfl/ adj caused or 
- marked by reverence. 
rev-erte /'revari/ п [C,U] (instance of, occa- 
sion of a) condition of being lost in dreamy, 
pleasant thoughts. 
re-vers § /ri'vio(r)/ п [С] (p/ unchanged) 
turned-back edge of a coat, etc showing the 
reverse side, as on a lapel. 
re-ver-sal /ri'v3:sl/ и 1 [U] reversing or being 
reversed. 2 [C] instance of this: a ~ of the nor- 
mal procedure. 
re-verse! /ri'v3:s/ adj contrary or opposite in 
character or order; inverted: the ~ side of a 
coin. in reverse order, from the end to the 
start, or in the opposite order. 
re-verse? /ri'vs:s/ п 1 [U] (with the) opposite; 
contrary: do the ~ of what one is expected to 
do. 2 [C] reverse side (of a coin, medal, disc, 
etc): The Queen’s head is on this side; what is on 
the ~? 3 [C] mechanism or device that 
reverses: Most cars have three forward gears 
and (a) ~. Put the car into ~. 4 [C] defeat; 
change to bad fortune: Our forces/My finances 
have sufferedaslight ~. 
re-verse?® /ri'v3:s/ vt,vi turn (something) the 
other way round or up or inside out: ~ a 
procedure; ~ one’s policy. 2 (cause to) go in 
the opposite direction: ~ one’s car into the ga- 
rage. 3 change the order or position of: Their 
positions are now ~d,; Tom is poor and Ben is 
rich. 4 cancel, annul: ~ the decision of a lower 
court; ~ a decree. 5 make (the charge for a 
telephone call) payable by the person who 
receives it: ~ charges. 
re-vers-ible /-abl/ adj that can be reversed, 
eg of a coat, either side of which can be used 
on the outside. 
re-ver-sion /ri'v3:[n US. -3n/ 1 [U] revert- 
ing (of property, etc). & revert(2). 2 [С] right 
to possess property in certain circumstances. 
re-vert /ri'v3:t/ vi1 return (to a former state, 
condition, topic, etc): The fields have ~ed to 
moorland, have gone out of cultivation, etc. 
Rw~ing to your original statement, I think... 2 
(legal) (of property, rights, etc) return at some 
named time or under certain conditions (to the 
original owner, the State, etc): Jf he dies with- 
out an heir, his property will ~ to the State. 
re-view /ri'vju:/ vt,vi 1 consider or examine 
again; go over again in the mind: ~ the past; 
_ ^^ last week’s lesson. 2 inspect formally 
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(troops, a fleet, etc). 3 write-an account of 
(new books, etc) for.newspapers-and other 
periodicals: His new novel has been favourably 
~ed.an1 [U] act of reviewing(1).come un- 
der review, be considered or examined; [C] 
mstance of this: a ~ of the year’s sporting 
events. 2 [С] inspection of military, naval, etc 
forces: holda ~. 3 [С] article that critically ex- 
amines a new book, etc: write ~s for the 
monthly magazines. 4 [C] periodical with 
articles on recent events, reviews of books, etc. 
re-viewer, person who writes reviews(3). 

re-vile /ri'vail/ vt,vi (formal) swear at; use 
abusive language: ~ one’s persecutors. 

re-vise /ri'vaiz/ vt reconsider; read carefully 
through, esp in order to correct and improve: 
~ one’s estimates; ~ one’s opinion. 
re-viser, person who revises. 
re-vi-sion /ri'vizn/ и (а) [U] revising or being 
revised; [C] instance of this: Several more revi- 
sions have been made. (b) [C] that which has 
been revised; corrected version. = 

re-vision-ist /ri'vizonist/ и [С] person who 
supports a review of the basic principles and 
beliefs of a political ideology. 

re-vital-ize (also -ise) /ri:'vaitolaiz/ vt put 
new life into; restore power, strength, etc. 
re-vital-iz-ation (also -isation) 
| ,riz,vaitalar'zerfn US: -l'z-/ n[U] 

re-vival /rt'vaivl/ n 1 [U] reviving or being re- 
vived; bringing or coming back into use or 
knowledge; [C] instance of this: a ~ of trade. 2 
[C] (series of meetings intended to produce an) 
increase of interest in religion: a religious ~; 
~ meetings. 

re-vival-ist /ri'vaivalist/ п [С] person who 
organizes or conducts revival meetings. 

re-vive /ri'vaiv/ vi,vt 1 come or bring back to 
consciousness, health or an earlier state: ~ a 
person who has fainted; ~ an old play, produce 
it for the theatre after many years. 2come ог 
bring into use again: customs which have never 
been ~d. 

re-viv-ify /ri:'vivifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) (formal) 
give new life or liveliness to. 

revo-cable /'revakabl/ adj that can be ге- 
voked. ; 

revo-ca-tion |,reva'keif{n/ и [0] revoking or 
being revoked; [C] instance of this. 

re-voke /ri'vauk/ vt,vi 1 repeal; cancel; with- 
draw (a decree, consent, permission, etc): ~ a 
driving licence. 2 (of a player at such card- 
games as whist and bridge) fail to follow suit 
(ie not play a card of the same suit as that led 
by another player although he could do so). o 
п [С] failure of this kind. 

re-volt /ri'vault/ vi,vt 1 rise in rebellion: The 
people ~ed against their rulers. 2 be filled with 
disgust or horror: Human nature ~s at/from| 
against rape. 3 fill with disgust or horror: 
scenes that ~ed all who saw them.an1 [Ч] act 
of revolting; state of having revolted(1): a 
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period of ~; stir the people to~. 2 [С] rebellion 
or rising: ~s against authority. 

re-volt-ing /r1'voultin/ adj disgusting. 
re-volt-ing-ly adv in a way that disgusts: ‘a 
~ly dirty child. 

rev-ol-ution /,reva'lu:{n/ 1 [С] act of revol- 
ving or going round: the ~ of the earth round 
the sun. 2 [С] complete turn of a wheel, etc: 
sixty-five ~s (or, informally, revs) a minute. 3 
[C,U] (instance of a) complete change (in con- 
ditions, ways of doing things, esp in methods 
of government when caused by the overthrow 
of one system by force): the Russian R~ (in 
1917); ~s in our ways of travelling, eg the 
development of supersonic aircraft. 

re-vol-ution-ary /,reva'lu:fanri US: -пег!/ 
adj 1 of a revolution(2). 2 bringing, causing, 


favouring, great (and perhaps violent) 
changes: ~ ideas. о п [С] supporter of a (polit- 
ical) revolution. 

re-vol-ution-ize (also -ise) 


/ reva'lu:fanaiz/ vt 1 fill with revolutionary 
principles. 2 make a complete change in; cause 
to be entirely different: The use of nuclear 
energy will ~ the lives of coming generations. 

re-volve /ri'volv/ vt,vi 1 (cause to) go round 
in a circle: The earth ~s roundabout the sun. 
The life of the home ~s around the mother, is 
centred on her. 2 think about all sides of (a 
problem, etc): revolving a problem in one’s 
mind. 

re-volver /ri'volva(r)/ п [С] pistol with а re- 
volving mechanism that makes it possible to 
fire ita number of times without reloading. 

re-vue /ri'vju:/ п [С] theatrical entertainment 
which consists of dialogue, dance and song, 
usually making fun of current events, people 
etc; [U] this form of entertainment: to appear| 
performin~. 

re-vul-sion /ri'valf{n/  [U] (often with a, an) 
sudden and complete change of feeling to hat- 
red or opposition: a~ against slavery. 

re-ward /ri'wo:d/ п 1 [U] recompense for ser- 
vice or merit: work without hope of any ~. 2 
[C] that which is offered, given or obtained in 
return for work or services, or the restoration 
of lost or stolen property, the capture of a cri- 
minal, etc: offer a ~ of £10 for information 
about a stolen necklace. с vt give a reward to: 
~ aman for his honesty. 

re-wire /,ri:'waia(r)/ vt provide, eg а building, 
with new wiring (for electric current). 

re-word /,ri:'ws:d/ vt express again in differ- 
ent words: If we ~ the telegram we can save 
one-third of the cost. 

re-write /,ri:'rait/ уг write again in a different 
style, etc. | 

rex /теК$/ п (abbr В) reigning king. > Regina. 

rhap-so-dize (also -ise) /'rzpsodaiz/ vi talk 
or write with great enthusiasm: ~ over 
Previn’s conducting. 

rhap-sody /'rzpsod:/ и [С] (р! -ies) 1 enthu- 
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siastic expression of delight (in speech, poetry, 
etc): Everyone went into rhapsodies over 
Olivier’s performance as Othello. 2 (music) 
composition in irregular form: Liszt’s Hun- 
garian Rhapsodies. 

rhet-oric /'retarik/ п [U] 1 (art of) using 
words impressively in speech and writing. 2 
language with much ornamentation (often 
with the implication of insincerity and exag- 
geration): the ~ of politicians. 

rhe-tori-cal /r'torikl US: -'to:r-/ adj in a 
style designed to impress or persuade; artifi- 
cial or exaggerated in language. 

rhetorical question, one asked for the 
sake of effect, to impress people, no answer 
being needed orexpected. — 
rhe-tori-cally /-kli/ adv 

rheu-matic /ru:'mztik/ adj relating to, caus- 
ing, caused by, suffering from, rheumatism: ~ 
fever, serious form of rheumatism, chiefly in 
children. о п [С] person who suffers from 
rheumatism. 

rheu-ma-tism /'ru:motizam/ и [U] (kinds 
of) painful disease with stiffness and inflam- 
mation of the muscles and joints. 

rheu-ma-toid /'ru:matoid/ adj of rheuma- 
tism: ~ arthritis. 

rhinal /'rainl/ adj (anat) of the nose or nos- 
trils. 

rhino /'ramau/ п [С] (p/ ~s, or, collectively, 
~) (informal) (abbr of) rhinoceros. 

rhi-noc-eros /rai'nvsoras/ n [С] (р/ ~es ог, 
collectively, ~) thick-skinned, heavy animal 
of Africa and Asia with one or two horns on 
the nose. 

rhom-boid /'romboid/ adj of the shape of a 
rhombus. оп [С] rhombus with only its oppo- 
site sides equal. 

rhom-bus /'rombas/ п [С] (p/ ~es) four- 
sided figure with equal sides, and angles which 
are not right angles (eg diamond or lozenge 
shape). 

rhu-barb /'ru:ba:b/ и [9] 1 (garden plant 
with) thick, pink stalks which are cooked and 
eaten like fruit. 2 (informal) noisy talk of 
many speakers; confused discussion. 

rhyme (US also rime) /raim/ п 1 [U] same- 
ness of sound of the endings of two or more 
words at the ends of lines of verse, eg say, play; 
measure, pleasure; puff, rough. without 
rhyme or reason, without meaning or ex- 
planation. 2 [С] word which provides a rhyme: 
Is there a ~ [рог ‘hiccups’? 3 [C] verse or 
verses with rhyme. © nursery rhyme. 4 [U] 
the use of rhyme: The story should be written in 
~.Ovi,vil put together to form a rhyme: Can 
we ~ ‘hiccups’ with ‘pick-ups’? 2 (of words or 
lines of verse) be in rhyme: ‘Ship’ doesn’t ~ 
with ‘sheep’. 

rhyming slang, style of slang using words: 
that rhyme to replace other words, eg a terr- 
ible boat-race (= an ugly face). 
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rhythm Лпбот/ 21 [U] regular succession of 
weak and strong stresses, accents, sounds or 
movements (in speech, music, dancing, etc). 2 
{U] regular recurrence of events, processes, 
etc: the ~ of the tides, their regular rise and 
fall. 3 [С] particular kind of such regular suc- 
cession or recurrence. 
rhyth-mic § /'ridmik/, also rhyth-mi-cal 
/‘r1Sm1kl/ adj marked by, having, rhythm: the 
~ical noise of a typewriter. 

rib /rib/ n[C] 1 any one of the 12 pairs of bones 
extending from the backbone round the chest 
to the front of the body in man; corresponding 
bone in an animal. 2 (of various things like 
ribs) vein of a leaf; mark left on sand on the 
sea-shore by waves. 3 (pattern of a) raised line 
in a piece of knitting. о vt (-bb-) 1 supply 
with, mark off in, ribs: ~bed patterns. 2 (US) 
(informal) tease. 

rib-ald /'ribold/ adj (dated) (of a person) using 
indecent or irreverent language or humour; 
(of language, laughter, etc) coarse: ~ jests/ 
songs. оп [С] (dated) person who uses such 

- language. 
ri-baldry /-dri/n[U] such language. 

rib-bon /'ribon/ п 1 [C,U] (piece or length of) 
cotton or other material woven in a long, nar- 
row strip or band, used for ornamenting, for 
tying things, etc: She had a ~ in her hair. Type- 
writer ~s provide ink for typing. 2 [С] piece of 
ribbon of a special design, colour, etc worn to 
show membership of an order, as a military 
decoration (when medals are not worn). 3 [С] 
long, narrow strip: His clothes were hanging in 
~S, were very torn or worn. 
iribbon-de'velopment, (the building of) 
long lines of houses along main roads leading 
out of a town. 

rice /rais/ п [Ч] (plant with) white grain used 
as food. ; 

rich /ritS/ adj (-er, -est) 1 having much money 
or property: ~ people. 2 (of clothes, jewels, 
furniture, etc) costly; luxurious. 3 rich in, 
producing or having much or many: a country 
~ in minerals. 4 (of food) containing a large 
proportion of fat, oil, butter, eggs, etc: a ~ 
fruit cake. 5 (of colours, sounds, etc) full; 
deep; mellow; strong: the ~ colours of the na- 
tional flags; the ~ voice of the baritone: anthe 
~, rich people. 
rich-ly аду (a) in a rich manner: ~ly dressed. 
(b) thoroughly; fully: He ~ly deserved the pu- 
nishment he received. 
rich-ness, quality or state of being rich (but 
not in the sense of 1 above). 

riches /'ritfiz/ п р/ wealth; being rich: from 
rags to ~, from poverty to being rich. 

rick /rik/ n [С] regular stack of hay, straw, 
corn, etc (in a field). с у! make (hay, etc) intoa 
rick. 

rick-ets /'rikits/ п pi (used with a sing or pl 
verb) disease of childhood, marked by soft- 
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ening and malformation of the bones, caused 
by deficiency of vitamin D as found in fresh 
food, eg milk, butter. 

rick-ety /'rikiti/ adj likely to break and col- 
lapse: ~ furniture. 

rick-shaw /'rikfo:/ и [С] two-wheeled саг- 
riage for one or two passengers, pulled by a 
man. 

rico-chet /'rikofei US: ,riko'fe1/ п [0] move- 
ment in a new direction (of a stone, bullet, etc) 
after hitting the ground, a solid substance or 
the surface of water; [С] hit made in this way. 
О vi,vt (-t- or -tt-) (of a shot, etc) (cause to) re- 
bound or move away sharply: The bullet ~ed 
off his helmet. | 

rid /rid/ vt (pt, рр rid) make free: ~ oneself of 
debt/a country of bandits. be/get rid of, be/ 
become free of: These shoes are difficult to get 
~ of, eg are difficult to sell. 

rid-dance /'ridons/ п [0] (usually good rid- 
dance) state of being rid of something un- 
wanted or undesirable: Good ~ to bad rubbish, 
(said of an undesirable thing or person now 
finished, gone, etc). 

riddle’ /'ridl/ п [С] 1 question, statement or 
description, intended to make a person think 
hard in order to know the answer or meaning: 
-know the answer to a ~~. 2 mysterious person, 
thing, situation, etc: the ~ of the universe. 

riddle? /'ridl/ п [С] coarse sieve (for stones, 
earth, gravel, cinders etc). o vt 1 pass (soil, 
ashes, etc) through a riddle. 2 make many 
holes in (something), eg by firing bullets into 
it: ~ a man with bullets. 3 (pp) (fig) full of: 
writing ~d with mistakes. 

ride’ /raid/ п [С] 1 period of riding; journey on 
horseback, on a bicycle, bus, etc: /Г5 а ten- 
penny ~ оп the bus. take sb for a ride, (in- 
formal) deceive, or humiliate him. 2 road or 
track for the use of persons on horseback and 
not for vehicles. 

ride? /raid/ vi,vt (pt rode /raud/, pp ridden 
/‘ridn/) 1 sit on a horse. etc and be carried 
along; sit on a bicycle, etc and cause it to go 
forward: He jumped on his horse and rode off| 
away. He was riding fast. 2 sit on and control: 
~ ahorse|pony| bicycle. 3 be in, be carried in, a 
bus or another (public) vehicle: ~ in a bus/ 
taxi. 4 compete in, on horseback, etc: ~ a 
race. 5 (allow to) sit or be on something as if 
on a horse: The boy was riding on his father’s 
shoulders. 6 go out regularly on horseback (as 
a pastime, for exercise, etc): [ve given up rid- 
ing. 7 go through or over on horseback, etc: ~ 
the desert. 8 float on: a ship riding the waves; 
float on water: a ship riding at anchor; be sup- 
ported by: an albatross riding (on) the wind. 
ride out a storm, > storm(3). let sth 
ride, (informal) take no action on it. 9 ride 
up, eg of an article of clothing, shift or move 
upwards. 

rider /'raida(r)/ п [С] 1 person who rides, esp 


ridge/right 
one who rides a horse: Miss White is no ~. 2 
additional observation following a statement, 
verdict, etc: The jury added a~ 10 their verdict 
recommending mercy. 

ridge /rid3/ п [С] 1 raised line where two slop- 
ing surfaces meet: the ~ of a roof. 2 long 
mountain range. 3 long, narrow stretch of 
high land between the tops of a line of hills: a 
~ walk, along this high land. 4 (in ploughed 
land) raised part between two furrows. 

ridi-cule /'ridikju:l/ п [U] being made fun of; 
derision: She has become an object of ~. hold 
$6 up to ridicule, make fun of him. в vt 
make fun of; cause to appear foolish: Why do 
you ~ my proposal? 

rid-icu-lous /ri'dikjulas/ adj deserving to be 
laughed at; absurd: You look ~ in that old hat. 
What a~ idea/old man! 
rid-icu-lous-ly adv 

rid-ing-breeches /'raidin britfiz/ п р 
trousers fastened below the knee, worn for 
riding on horseback. 

rife /raif/ adj widespread; common: /5 super- 
Stition still ~ in the country? 

riffle /'rifl/ vt,vi1 mix playing-cards quickly. 
2 turn over (the pages of a book, etc) quickly. 

rifle’ /'raifl/ vz cut spiral grooves in (a gun, its 
barrel or Боге). сп [С] gun with а long barrel, 
to be fired from the shoulder. 
'rifle-range, (a) place where men practise 
shooting with rifles. (b) distance that a bullet 
from a rifle will travel: within/out of ~-range. 
'rifle-man /-mon/, soldier of a regiment using 
rifles. 

rifle? /'raifl/ уг search thoroughly in order to 
steal from: The thief ~d every drawer in the 
room. 

rift /пА/ п [С] 1 split or crack: a ~ in the 
clouds. 2 (fig) disagreement, quarrel, (eg be- 
tween two (groups of) friends, etc). 
lyift-valley, steep-sided valley caused by 
sinking of the earth’s crust. 

rig' /rig/ vt (-gg-) 1 supply (a ship) with 
masts, rigging, sails, etc; (of a ship) be sup- 
plied with these things; prepare for sea in this 
way. 2 provide (a person) with necessary 
clothes, equipment, etc: ~ the children out 
with rainwear. 3 rig sth up, (a) put together 
or adjust parts (of aircraft, etc). (b) make, put 
together, quickly or with any materials that 
may be available: They ~ged up some scaffold- 
ing for the workmen. с n[C] 1 way in which a 
ship’s masts, sails, etc are arranged. 2 equip- 
ment put together for a special purpose. © 
oil-rig. 
'rig-out, (informal) person’s clothes, etc: 
What a queer ~-out! 
rig-ging п [0] all the ropes, etc which support 
a ship’s masts and sails. 
rig-ger, (a) person who rigs ships, etc. (b) 
person whose work is to put together and ad- 
just the parts of aircraft, etc. 
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rig’ /rig/ vt-(-gg-) manage fraudulently for 
private profit or gain: ~ an election, -use dis- 
honest methods to be successful. 

right’ /rait/ adj (1 to 3 contrasted with wrong) 
1 (of conduct, etc) just; morally good; re- 
quired by law or duty: Always do what is ~ and 
honourable. You were quite ~ to refuse. 2 true; 
correct; satisfactory: Whai’s the ~ time? Have 
you got the ~ (= exact) fare? put sth right, 
restore to order, good health, a good condi- 
tion, etc: put a watch ~, ie to the correct time. 
This medicine will put you ~. all right, > 
all?(3) and 4 below. 3 most suitable; best in 
view of the circumstances, etc: Are we on-the ~ 
road? He is the ~ man for the job. Which is the 
~ side (ie the side meant to be seen or used) of 
this cloth? get on the right side of sb, win 
his support, approval. 4 in healthy condition: 
Do you feel all~? not in one’s right mind, 
> mind'(2). right as rain, (informal) per- 
fectly sound or healthy. 5 (of an angle) of 90° 
(ie neither acute nor obtuse): at ~ angles/at a 
~ angle. | | 
мов-'ттдеа adj having opinions or prin- 
ciples based on what is right: АЙ ~-minded 
people will agree with me. 

right-ly adv justly; justifiably; correctly; tru- 
ly:.She has been sacked, and ~ly so. 
right-ness и [0] 

right? /rait/ adv 1 straight; directly: Put it ~ т 
the middle. right away/now, at once, with- 
out any delay. 2 all the way (to/round, etc); 
completely (off/out, etc): Go ~ to the end of 
this road, and then turn left. There’s a fence ~ 
round the building. The pear. was rotten ~ 
through. The prisoner got ~ away. He turned 
~ round. right, left and ‘centre, in all 
directions; everywhere. 3 justly; correctly, sat- 
isfactorily; properly: if / remember ~. Right 
on! (informal) (used to show approval). ft 
serves him right, It is what he deserves, etc. 

right? /rait/ n 1 [U] that which is good, just, 
honourable, true, etc: know the difference be- 
tween ~ and wrong. be in the right, have 
justice and truth on one’s side. 2 [U] proper 
authority or claim; the state of being justly en- 
titled to something. 3 [C] something one may 
do or have by law, authority, social accep- 
tance, etc: human ~s, > human. What gives 
you the ~ to say that? by right(s), if justice 
were done: The property is not mine by ~(s). т 
one’s ,own 'right, because of a personal 
claim, qualification, etc: She’s a peeress in her 
own ~, ie not by marriage. right of way, (a) 
right of the general public to use a path, road, 
etc: Is there a ~ of way across these fields? (b) 
(in road traffic) right to procede before others: 
It'smy ~ of way, 50 that lorry must stop or slow 
down until [ ve passed it. 4 (pl) true state: set/ 
put things to rights. put them in order; 
give an accurate explanation. 

right‘ /rait/ vz put, bring or come back, into 


553 


the right or an upright condition: The ship 
~ed herself after the big wave had passed.. 

right? /rait/ adj (contrasted with /eft) of the 
side of the body which is toward the east when 
‚ а person faces north: my ~ hand]/leg. In Great 
Britain traffic keeps to the left, not the ~, side 
of the road. a adv to the right hand or side: He 
looked neither ~ nor left. Eyes ~! (used as a 
‘military command). a 2[U]11 side or direction 
on one’s right hand: Take the first turning to 
‘the ~. 2 (politics) the R~, > Right Wing: 
members of the R~. 
wight-about ('turn/'face), right turn 
continued until one is facing in the opposite 
direction. 

right-'handed adj (of a person) using the 
right hand more, or more easily, than the left. 
jright-'turn, turn into a position at right 
angles (90°) with the original one. 
(the) right (wing), conservative or reac- 
tionary political group(s), party or parties: (as 
an adjective) ~-wing demonstrators. 
right-ist /-1st/ и member of a right-wing pol- 
itical party. o adj of such a party: ~ist sympa- 
thizers. 

right-eous /'raitfas/ adj 1 doing what is 
morally right; obeying the law. 2 morally jus- 
tifiable: ~ anger. 
right-eous-ly adv 
right-eous-ness п [U] 

right-ful /'raitfl/ adj 1 according to law and 
justice: the ~ owner of the land. 2 (of actions, 
etc) fair; justifiable. 
right-fully /-foli/ adv 

rigid /'rid3id/ adj 1 stiff; that cannot be bent: a 
~ support for a tent. 2 firm; strict; not chang- 
ing; not to be changed: a ~ disciplinarian; 
practise ~ economy. 
rigid-ly adv 

ri-gid-ity /ri'dzidati/ п [9] 1 inflexibility: the 
~ of his religious beliefs. 2 strictness. 

rig-ma-role /‘rigmoraul/ п [С] long, incoher- 
ent account or description: 

rigor mor-tis /,raigs: 'mo:tis US: ,rigar/ п 
(Latin) the stiffening of the muscles after 
death. 

rig-or-ous /'rigaras/ adj 1 stern; strict; deter- 
mined: a ~ search for drugs. 2 harsh; severe: a 
~ climate. 
rig-or-ous-ly adv 

rig-our (US = rigor) /'riga(r)/ n 1 [U] stern- 
ness; strict enforcement (of rules, etc): use the 
~ of the law. 2 (often р/) severe conditions: the 
~s of prison life. 

rile /rail/ vt (informal) annoy; cause anger in: 
It ~d him that no one believed him. 

rim /rim/ и [С] circular edge of the framework 
of a wheel, round the lenses of spectacles, etc; 
edge, border or margin of something circular: 
the ~ of a cup/bowl. а vt (-mm-) provide with 
arim; bea rim for. 

rind /raind/ и [Ч] hard, outside skin or cover- 
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right/ring 
ing (of some fruits, eg melons, or of bacon and 
cheese); [C] piece or strip of this skin. 
ring! /rin/ n[C)1 circular band worn round a 
finger as an ornament, or as a token: an en- 
'gagement ~; a ‘wedding ~; similar band for 
other parts of the body: an 'ear~. 2 circular 
band of any kind of material, eg metal, wood, 
ivory: a 'key-~, one for carrying keys on. 3 
circle: a ~ of light round the moon; the ~s of a 
tree, seen in wood when the trunk is cut 
across, showing the tree’s age. make/run 
rings round sb, argue, do things, better 
than he does. 4 combination of persons (trad- 
ers, politicians, etc) working together for their 
own advantage, eg to keep prices up or down, 
to control policy: a ~ of dealers at a public auc- 
tion. 5 (also 'circus-~), circular enclosure or 
space for circus performances. 6 roped area 
for a boxing-match. а vt,vi (pt,pp ~ed) 1 sur- 
round: ~ed about with enemies. 2 put a ring in 
the nose of (a bull, etc) or on the leg of (a bird, 
eg a homing pigeon). 3 make, draw, a ring 
round (something), eg with a pencil. 
'ring-finger, third finger of the left hand. 
'ring-leader, person who leads others in a 
rising against authority. 
'ring-master, man who directs perform- 
ances in a circus. 
'ying road, road round, and through the out- 
skirts of, a large town, for the use of traffic 
passing through. 
'vring-side, place near to the ring of acircus, a 
boxing-ring, etc: have a ~side seat, be favour- 
ably placed for seeing an event, etc. 
'ring-worm, contagious skin disease, esp of 
children, producing round, red patches. 
ring? /rin/ vt,vi (pt rang /ren/, pp rung /ran/)1 
give out a clear, musical sound as when metal 
vibrates: How long has that telephone (bell) 
been ~ing? 2 produce a certain effect when 
heard. ring 'true, seem sincere. 3 cause a bell 
to sound, as a summons, warning, etc: She 
rang for the porter. 4 cause something, esp a 
bell, to ring: ~ the church bells; ~ the bell for 
the steward. ring a bell, (informal) bring 
something vaguely back to mind: Ah! That 
name ~s a bell! 5 resound; echo: The children’s 
playground rang with happy shouts. A shot rang 
out, The noise of a gun, etc was heard. 6 stay in 
one’s hearing or memory: His last words are 
still ~ing in my ears. 7 ring (up). get into 
communication by telephone: ГИ ~ you (up) 
this evening. (US = call (up).) ring off, enda 
telephone conversation. 8 (of a chime of bells) 
announce (the hour, etc); strike the hours. 9 
give a signal by ringing a bell, etc: Did the 
cyclist ~ his bell? ring the alarm, give one 
by ringing. ring the changes (on), (fiz) 
put or arrange things, do. things, in as many 
different ways as possible. ring the curtain 
up/down, (in a theatre) give the signal for it 
to be raised/lowered. 10 ring up, record (a 


ringlet/rise 


slae) on a cash-register. 0 7 1 (sing only) sound 
produced by a bell or piece of metal when it is 
struck: This coin has a good ~. 2 (sing only) 
loud and clear sound: the ~ of happy voices. 3 
(sing only) effect of sincerity, etc: There was a 
~ of truth т his statement. 4 [С] act of ringing; 
sound of a bell: There was а ~ at the door. ГИ 
give youa~ this evening, will telephone you. 
'ringing tone, sound heard on a telephone 
when there is a connection with the number 
that has been dialled. 

ring-let /'rinlit/ п [С] small curl of hair: She 
arranged her hair т ~s. 

rink /rink/ п [С] specially prepared area of ice 
for skating or hockey, or floor for roller- 
skating. 

rinse /rins/ vt 1 wash with clean water in ord- 
er to remove unwanted substances, etc: rinsing 
soap out of the clothes; ~ the clothes; ~ (out) 
the mouth, eg while being treated by a dentist. 
2 rinse sth down, help (food) down with a 
drink: R~ it down with a glass of Веег. о п [С] 1 
act of rinsing: Give your hair a good ~ after 
you’ ve used shampoo. 2 solution for tinting the 
hair: the blue ~ used by some elderly women. 

riot /'raiat/ 2 1 [С] violent outburst of lawless- 
ness: R~s during the election were dealt with| 
put down by the police. 2 [М] noisy, un- 
controlled behaviour, eg by students celebrat- 
ing, etc. run riot, (a) lose all discipline. (b) 
(of plants) be out of control by growing fast 
and in wrong places. 3 (sing only, with a, an) 
great supply: The flowerbeds in the park were a 
~ of colour. 4 (sing only) unrestrained display 
of something: а ~ of emotion. в vi1 take part 
in a riot(1,2): They were ~ing all night after 
the elections. 2 riot in, indulge or revel (in): 
The tyrant ~ed in cruelty. 
rioter, person who riots. 
riot-ous /-3$/ adj likely to cause a riot; dis- 
orderly; running wild: a ~ous assembly; ~ous 
behaviour. 
riot-ous-ly adv 

rip /пр/ угу? (-pp-) 1 pull, tear or cut (some- 
thing) quickly and with force (to get it off, out, 
open, etc): ~ open a letter; ~ off the cover; ~ 
out (= remove) worn bricks and replace them, 
~ а pocket. 2 (of material) tear; be ripped. 3 
go forward, rush along. Let her/it rip. (in- 
formal) (of a boat, car, machine, etc) allow it 
to go at its maximum speed. /et things rip. 
let things take their natural course. 4 rip off 
sh/sth, (sl) rob; steal: ~ off books from the 
library. Hence 'rip-off n instance of robbing 
or stealing. ап [С] torn place; long cut: bad~s 
in my tent. 
'vrip-cord, cord which, when pulled during a 
descent, releases a parachute from its pack. 
'vip-saw, saw used for ripping(2). 

ripe /raip/ adj (-r, -st) 1 (of fruit, grain, etc) 
ready to be gathered and used: ~ fruit; cher- 
ries not ~ enough to eat. 2 matured and ready 
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to be eaten or drunk: ~ cheese/wine. 3 fully 
developed: a person of ~(r) years, past the 
stage of youth. 4 ripe for, ready, fit, pre- 
pared: land that is ~ for development, eg for 
building houses or factories. when the time 
is ripe, at the most suitable moment. 
ripe-ly аду 
ripe-nessn [0] 

ripen /'raipon/ vt,vi make or become пре. 

ri-poste /ri'post/ п [С] 1 quick return or 
thrust in fencing. 2 (formal) quick, sharp reply 
or retort. о videliver а riposte. 

ripple /'rpl/ п [С] (sound of) small move- 
ment(s) on the surface of water, etc, eg made 
by a gentle wind, or of soft voices or laughter: 
A long ~ of laughter passed through the audi- 
ence. 0 vt,vi (cause to) move in ripples; (cause 
to) rise and fall gently: The wheat ~d in the 
breeze. 

rip-tide /'rip taid/ п [С] tide causing strong 
currents and rough water. 

rise’ /га12/ п [С] 1 small hill; upward slope: on 
the ~ of a hill; a~ in the ground. 2 increase (in 
value, temperature, etc): a ~ in prices; have a 
~ т wages (US = raise). 3 upward progress: а 
~ in social position; the ~ and fall of the tide. 4 
(literary) coming up (of the sun, etc): at ~ of 
the sun/day, (more usually sunrise). 5 move- 
ment of fish to the surface of water: Г fished 
two hours without getting a~. take the rise 
out of sb, tease him. 6 origin; start: The river 
has|takes its ~ among the hills. give rise to, 
be the cause of; suggest: Such conduct might 
give ~ to misunderstandings. 
riser, (a) an early/late ~r, person who gets 
up early/late. (b) vertical part of a step, con- 
necting two treads of a staircase. 

rise? /raiz/ vi (pt rose /rauz/, pp risen /'rizn/) 1 
(of the sun, moon, stars) appear above the 
horizon: The sun ~s in the East. & set?(1). 2 
get up from a lying, sitting or kneeling posi- 
tion: The wounded man fell and was too weak to 
~. The horse rose on its hind legs. 3 get out of 
bed; get up (which is more usual): He ~s very 
early. 4 come to life (again): Jesus Christ rose 
(again) from the dead. He looked as though he 
had ~n from the grave. 5 go, come, up or high- 
er; reach a high(er) level or position: The 
river[flood has ~n a metre. His voice rose т 
anger|excitement, became high, louder. Prices 
continue to ~. The temperature is rising. New 
office blocks are rising in our town. > high- 
rise. 6 come to the surface: Bubbles rose from 
the bottom of the lake. 7 slope upwards: rising 
ground. 8 have as a starting-point: Where does 
the Nile ~? 9 become or be visible above the 
surroundings: A range of hills rose on our left. 
10 develop greater intensity: The wind is ris- 
ing. 11 reach a higher position in society; 
make progress (in one’s profession, etc): ~ in 
the world; a rising politician[lawyer. 12 (of 
meetings, etc) cease to be held: Parliament will 
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~ on Thursday next, will stop for a recess. 13 
rise to the occasion, ©} occasion(1). 14 
rise up against, rebel (against the govern- 
ment, etc). 

ris-ing, (esp) armed rebellion. > uprising. 

risk /risk/ 1 [C,U] (instance of a) possibility 
or chance of meeting danger, suffering loss, 
injury, etc: There’s no/not much ~ of injury if 
you obey the rules. at risk, threatened by un- 
certainties (such as failure, loss, etc): Js the 
Government's income policy seriously at ~? at 
one’s own risk, accepting responsibility, 
agreeing to make no claims, for loss, injury, 
etc. at the risk of; at risk to, with the pos- 
sibility of loss, etc: He was determined to get 
there even at the ~ of his life. run a/the risk 
of; take risks, put oneself in a position 
where there is risk: She’s too sensible to take 
~s when she’s driving. He was ready to run the 
~ of being taken prisoner by the enemy. 2 [С] 
amount for which a person or thing is insured; 
the person or thing insured: He’s a воо4[роог 
~.0 vt 1 expose to risk: ~ one’s health in the 
jungle. risk one’s neck, > neck(1). 2 take 
the chances of: We mustn't ~ getting caught in 
a storm. 

risky adj (-ier, -iest) full of danger: a ~y un- 
dertaking. 

ri-sotto /ri'zotou/ п [Ч] dish of rice suid 
with butter, cheese, onions, etc. 

ris-qué /'ri:ske1 US: ri'skei/ adj (of a story, re- 
mark, situation in a drama, etc) likely to be 
considered indecent. 

ris-sole /'risoul/ п [С] small, fried, ball of 
minced meat, fish, etc. 

rite /rait/ п [С] ceremony (esp in religious ser- 
vices): Бима! ~s. 

rit-ual /'ritf{ual/ п 1 [0] all the rites or forms 
connected with a ceremony; way of conduct- 
ing a religious service: the ~ of the Catholic 
Church; [С] particular form of ritual. 2 [С] any 
procedure regularly followed, as if it were a ri- 
tual: He went through his usual ~ of cutting 
and lighting his cigar. 3 (pl) ceremonial obser- 
vances. о adj of religious rites; done as a rite: 
the ~ dances of an African tribe. 

ri-val /'rarvl/ л [С] person who competes with 
another (because he wants the same thing, or 
to be or do better than the other): 'business ~s; 
~s in love; (as an adjective) ~ business firms. о 
vt (-ll-, US also -l-) be a rival of; ¢laim to be 
(almost) as good as: Can cricket ~ football in 
excitement? 

ri-valry /'raiviri/ и [СО] (pl -ies) (instance of) 
being rivals: the ~ries between the political 
parties. 

river /'riva(r)/ п [С] 1 natural stream of water 
flowing in a channel to the sea or to a lake, etc 
or joining another river: the R~ Thames. sell 
$6 down the river, (fig) betray him. 2 great 
flow: a~ of lava; ~s of blood, great bloodshed 
(as in war). 


risk /roast 


'river-basin, area drained by a river and its 
tributaries. 
'river-bed, ground over which a river flows. 
'vriver-side, ground along a river bank: a 
~side walk. 

rivet /'rivit/ п [С] metal pin or bolt for fixing 
metal plates (eg in a ship’s sides), the plain end 
being hammered flat to prevent slipping. с у! 
1 fasten with rivets; flatten (the end of a bolt) 
to make it secure. 2 (fig) fix or concentrate 
(one’s eyes, attention) on: He ~ed his eyes on 
the scene. 3 hold (attention, etc): Some televi- 
sion documentaries are ~ ing, of great interest. 

rivu-let /'rivjolit/ п [С] small stream. 

road /raud/ п [С] 1 specially prepared way be- 
tween places for the use of vehicles, pedes- 
trians, etc: travel by ~; (as an adjective) a'~ 
map of Great Britain; '~ accidents.'R~ works 
in progress, the road is under construction or 
repair. 2 (in proper names) (a) (with the) 
name of a road leading to the town, etc 
named: the Oxford R~, leading to Oxford. 
(b) (without the, usually abbr to Rd) street of 
buildings: 35 York Rd, London, SW. 3 one’s 
way or route: You're in the/my ~, obstructing 
me. 4 road to, way of getting: [5 too much 
drinking the ~ to ruin? 
'road-block, barricade built across a road to 
stop or slow down traffic (eg by police to catch 
an escaped prisoner). 
'road-hog, motorist who is ЛЕНИЕ of 
others. 
'voad-house, building(s) on a main road, of- 
ten with facilities for meals, etc used by people 
who travel by car. 
road 'safety, safety from road accidents. 
‘road-sense, capacity for intelligent behavi- 
our on roads: Harry/Harry’s dog has no ~ 
sense. 
'road-side, ground along the side of a road. 
'road-way, (usually with the) central part 
used by vehicles: Dogs should be kept off the 
~way. 
'road-worthy adj (of a motor-vehicle, etc) fit 
for use on the roads. 

roam /raum/ vi,vt walk or travel without any 
definite aim or destination over or through (a 
country, etc): ~ about the world/~ the seas. 

roar /ro:(r)/ п [С] loud, deep sound as of a lion, 
of thunder, of a person in pain, etc: the ~s of a 
tiger; the ~ of London’s traffic; ~s of laughter. 
о vt,vi 1 make such loud, deep sounds: /ions 
~ing in the distance; ~ with laughter|pain. 
Several lorries ~ed past. 2 say, sing, loudly: ~ 
out ап order|a drinking song; ~ oneself hoarse, 
make oneself hoarse by roaring. 
roar-ing adj (a) noisy; rough. (b) stormy: 
the ~ing forties, part of the Atlantic between 
40° and 50° N latitude, often very stormy. (c) 
lively; healthy: do a ~ing trade. о adv (infor- 
mal) extremely: ~ing drunk. 

roast /raust/ vt,vi 1 (of meat, potatoes, etc) 


rob /rogation 


cook, be cooked, in a hot oven, or over Or in 
front of a hot fire: ~ a joint. The meat was 
~ing in the oven. 2 expose for warmth to heat 
of some kind: ~ oneself by the fire; lie in the 
sun and ^^. о adj that has been roasted: ~ beef. 
on 1 [С] joint of roasted meat; [U] slices from 
such a joint: ~ and vegetables. 2 [С] operation 
of roasting. 

rob /rob/ vt (-bb-) 1 deprive (a person) of his 
property; take property from (a place) unlaw- 
fully (and often by force): The bank was ~bed 
last night. I was ~bed of my watch. (Note: 
compare - I had my watch stolen.) 2 deprive a 
person of (what is due to him, etc): be ~bed of 
the rewards of one’s labour. 
rob-ber, person who robs: a'bank-~ber. 
rob-bery /'robori/  [C,U] (pi -ries) (instance 
of) robbing: ~bery with violence. daylight 
'robbery, (informal) obvious charging of 
excessive prices. 

robe /roub/ n[C] 1 long, loose dress: a'bath~. 
2 (US) = dressing-gown. 3 (often p/) long, 
loose gown worn as a sign of rank or office: 
magistrates|judges in their black ~s.0 vt puta 
robe on: professors ~d in their academic 
gowns. 

robin /'robin/ п [С] small, brownish bird with 
red breast-feathers. 

ro-bot /'raubpt/ п [С] 1 machine made to act 
like a man. 2 (5 Africa) set of traffic-lights. 

ro-bust /rou'bast/ adj strong, active; fit, 
healthy: a~ young man; a~ appetite. 
ro-bust-ly adv 

rock’ /rok/ 1 1 [U] solid stony part of the 
earth’s crust: a house built on ~. 2 [C,U] mass 
of rock standing out from the earth’s surface 
or from the sea. as firm/solid as a rock, 
(a) that cannot be moved. (b) (fig) (of per- 
sons) reliable; dependable. on the rocks, 
(a) (fig) (of a person) very short of money. 
(b) (of a marriage) likely to end in divorce or 
separation. (c) (US) (of spirits(13)) served 
with ice-cubes.. 3 [С] large stone or boulder: 
~s rolling down the side of a mountain, (US) = 
stone(2). 4 [U] (GB) length of hard, sticky 
sweet. 
jrock-'bottom, lowest point: His morale has 
reached ~-bottom; (as an adjective) ,;~-bottom 
'prices. 
'rock-cake, small cake or bun with a hard, 
rough surface. 
'rock-climbing, the climbing of rocky 
mountain-sides (with the help of ropes, etc). 
'rock-crystal, natural transparent quartz. 
'rock-garden, area of ground with stones 
and rock-plants growing among them. 
'rock-plant, kinds of small plant able to 
grow among stones, esp in rock-gardens. 
rock-'salmon, (trade name for) dogfish. 
'rock-salt, common salt as found in mines in 
crystal form. 


rock-ery, = rock-garden. 
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rock? /rok/ vt,vi-(cause to) sway or swing 
backwards and forwards, or from side to side: 
~ a baby to sleep. The town was ~ed by an 
earthquake. rock the boat, (fig) do some- 
thing that upsets the smooth progress of an 
undertaking, etc. 

rocker, (a) one of the curved pieces of wood 
on which a-rocking-chair or rocking-horse 
rests. (b) = rocking-chair. (с) off one’s 
rocker, (5/) crazy; mad. 

'rock-ing-chair, one fitted with rockers on ’ 
which it rests. 
'rock-ing-horse, wooden horse with rocks 
ers for achild to ride on. 

rock? /rok/ п [U] highly rhythmic popular 
music for dancing, played on electric guitars. 
о vi dance to this music. 

rock-’n-roll /,rok эп 'raul/ п [U] (also rock 
and roll) = rock’. 

rocket /'rokit/ 1 1 [С] tube-shaped case filled 
with fast-burning material, which launches it- 
self into the air (a firework, a signal of distress, 
or a self-propelled projectile or missile) (as 
used to launch a spacecraft): ~ propulsion. 2 
(informal) severe scolding: get/give hima~.o 
vi go up fast like a rocket: (informal) Prices are 
~ing. 

'rocket-base, military base for missiles. 
'rocket-range, area used for experiments 
with missiles. 

rock-etry /-tri/ п [Ч] (art or science of) using 
rockets for space missiles, etc. 

rocky /'rok:/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 of rock, full of 
rocks; hard like rock: a ~ road; ~ soil. 2 (in- 
formal) unstable; insecure: The table is rather 
~. His business is very ~. 

rod /rod/ п [C] 1 thin, straight piece of wood 
or metal: a 'fishing-~. 2 stick used for punish- 
ing. make a ,rod for one’s ,own ‘back, 
make trouble for oneself. 3 (US) (s/) = re- 
volver. 4 measure of length equal to 54 yds. 5 
metal bar; shaft, etc: a'piston-~ 

rode /raud/ pt of ride”. 

ro-dent /'raudont/ и [С] animal, eg a rat, =“ 
bit, squirrel or beaver, which gnaws things 
with its strong teeth specially adapted for this 
purpose. 

ro-deo /'raudisu/ п [С] (p/ ~s) 1 (on the 
plains of Western US) rounding up of cattle. 2 
contest of skill in lassoing cattle, riding un- 
tamed horses, etc. 

roe’ /rou/ п [С. U] (hard ~) (mass of) eggs ша 
female fish; (soft ~) sperm-filled gland of a 
male fish. 

roe? /rou/ п [C] (pl ~s or, collectively, ~) 
small kind of European and Asiatic deer. 
'roe-buck, male roe. 

Roent-gen /'rontjon US: 'rentgon/ > X- 
rays. 

ro-ga-tion /rou'geifn/ п [С] (usually p/) 
litany of the saints chanted on the three days 
before Ascension Day. 
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rogue /roug/.n iC] 1 (old use) vagabond. 2 
scoundrel; .rascai. 
ro-guery /'raugari/ п (р! -ies) (a) [С.З] (in- 
stance of the) conduct of a rogue. (b) [U] 
playful mischief: (n/) mischievous acts. 

role, role /roui/ и [С] 1 actor’s part in a play: 
play the 'title-~ in ‘Hamlet’, play the part of 
Hamlet. 2 person’s task or duty in an under- 
taking: What is your new ~ on the Committee? 

roll’ /raul/ п [С] 1 something made into the 
shape of a cylinder by being rolled: a ~ of 
carpet|photographic film; aman with ~s of fat 
on-his neck; a sausage ~, a sausage rolled in 
pastry and then baked; a bread ~, small loaf 
of bread. 2 turned-back edge: a ,~-'collar, 
large collar made by turning back the edge of 
the material. 3 rolling movement: The slow, 
steady ~ of the ship made us sick. 4 official list 
or record, esp of names. са! the roll, read 
the names (to check who is present and who 
absent). Hence, 'roll-call п. 5 rolling sound: 
the distant ~ of thunder|drums. 

roll? /roul/ vt,vi (For special uses with adver- 
bial particles and prepositions, => 11 below.) 1 
(cause to) move along on wheels or by turning 
over and over: The brakes failed and the car 
~ed down the hill. The coin fell and ~ed under 
the table. The bicycle hit me and sent me ~ing/ 
~ed me over. He ~ed (= wrapped by turning 
over) himself (up) in the blanket: 2 make into 
the shape of a ball or a cylinder: R~ the 
string/wool into a ball. rolled into one, com- 
bined in one person: She’s mother and father 
~ed into one, eg of a widow. 3 come or go ina 
wavy or rolling motion: The clouds ~ed away 
as the sun rose higher. The years ~ed on/|by, 
passed. The tears were ~ing (= flowing) down 
her cheeks. 4 turn about in various directions: 
а dog ~ing on the ground. 5 make or become 
flat, level or smooth by pressing with a rolling 
cylinder of wood metal, etc or by passing be- 
tween two such cylinders: ~ a lawn; ~ а road 
flat. roll sth out, flatten it by rolling: ~ out 
pastry. 6 (cause to) sway or move from side to 
side: The ship was ~ing heavily. The drunken 
man ~ed up to me. 7 (of surfaces) have long 
slopes that rise and fall: miles and miles of 
~ing country. 8 move, be moved, on wheels: 
lorries ~ing down the hill; ~ a piano into the 
corner. 9 make, say, be said with, long, deep, 
vibrating or echoing sounds: The thunder ~ed 
in the distance. roll one’s г’$, utter them 
with the tongue making a rapid succession of 
taps against the palate. 10 (of the eyes) (cause 
to) change direction with a rotary motion: His 
eyes ~ed strangely when the stone hit his head. 
11 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

roll sth back, cause to retreat, eg enemy 
forces. 

гой. т, come, arrive, in large numbers or 
quantities: Offers of help are ~ ing in. be 'rol- 
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ling in, (a) have large quantities of: He’s 
~ing in money. (b) be living in: ~ing in lux- 
ury. 

roll into, form into by rolling: Hedgehogs 
can ~ into balls. > rollup. 

гой оп, (a) be capable of being put on by tol 
ling. (b) (of time) pass steadily: Time ~ed on. 
(c) (of time, chiefly imperative) come soon: 
R~ оп the day when I retire! roll sth on, put 
on by rolling over a part of the body: She ~ed 
her tights on. 

rofl up, (a) form into a cylinder or ball: The 
cat ~ed up into a ball. He ~ed up his sleeves. 
(b) arrive (in a vehicle); join a group: Two or 
three latecomers ~ed up. R~ up! R~ ир!, 
(used eg to call possible customers to a street 
stall). 

roller /'raula(r)/ п [С] 1 cylinder-shaped ob- 
ject of wood, metal, rubber, etc, usually part 
of a machine, for pressing, smoothing, crush- 
ing, printing, etc: a 'garden-~, for use on a 
lawn; a 'road-~, used for making roads level. 
2 cylinder of wood, metal, etc placed beneath 
ап. object to make movement easy, or round 
which something may be rolled easily: a '~- 
blind, on which a window blind is rolled; a'~- 
towel, a loop of towel on a roller. 3 long, rol- 
ling wave. 

'roller-skate, (also a pair of ~-skates) 

skate with wheels for use on a smooth surface. 
roll-ing- /'raulin/ prefix (using rotatary mo- 

tion). 

'rolling-pin, cylinder of wood for rolling 

pastry, etc. 

'rolling-stock, all the carriages and wagons 

belonging to a railway. 

irolling-'stone, person who is unsettled, un- 

committed. > moss. 

roly-poly /тгэой 'pouli/ п [С] (p/ -ies) (GB) 
(also ‚^^ 'pudding) pudding made of pastry 
spread with jam, etc formed into a roll and 
boiled. 

Ro-man /'raumon/ adj 1 of Rome, esp an- 
cient Rome: the ~ Empire. 2 Вл, (esp) = Ro- 
man Catholic. ом 1 citizen of ancient Rome; 
(pl) Christians of ancient Rome. 2 Roman 
Catholic. 

‚'Вотап 'Catholic 7,adj (member) of the 
Christian group which has the Pope as its head. 
roman 'numeral, I, ГУ, XL, М, etc. 
тотап 'letter/'type, upright kind like this, 
not italic. 

ro-mance /ra'mens/ n 1 [С] story or novel of 
adventure; love story. 2 [U] class of literature 
consisting of love stories. 3 [С] R~, medieval 
story, usually in verse, relating the adventures 
of some hero of chivalry. 4 [C] experience, esp 
a love-affair, considered to be remarkable or 
worth description: / still remember my teenage 
~s. 5 [U] mental tendency which welcomes 
stories of the marvellous, etc; the qualities 
characteristic of stories of life and adventure: 
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travel abroad in search of ~. 

Ro-mance /ro'mens/ adj Romance 1ап- 
guage, French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, 
Rumanian, etc developed from Latin. 

ro-man-tic /ro'mentik/ adj 1 (of persons) 
having ideas, feelings, etc remote from ex- 
perience and real life given to romance(1, 4, 
5): a~ girl. 2 of, like, suggesting, romance: ~ 
music]situations|adventures|tales|scenes; а ~ 
old castle. 3 (in art, literature and music) 
marked by feeling rather than by intellect; 
preferring passion, beauty, to order and pro- 
portion (opp of classic and classical): the ~ 
poets, eg Shelley, Keats. с п [С] person with 
romantic(1, 3) ideals. 
ro-man-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 
ro-man-ti-cism /-sizom/ n [U] romantic or 
imaginative tendency in literature, art and 
music (contrasted with realism and classi- 

- cism). 
ro-man-ti-cist /-sist/ и [С] follower of ro- 
manticism. 
ro-man-ti-cize (also -ise) /-saiz/ vt,vi treat in 
a romantic way; use a romantic style in writ- 
ing, etc. 

romp /romp/ vi1 (esp of children) play about, 


esp running, jumping and being noisy. 2 win, | 


succeed, quickly or without apparent effort: 
The favourite (horse) ~ed home, won easily. 
John ~s through his examinations, passes 
them easily. ол [С] period of romping: have а 
~. 
rom-pers, loose-fitting article of clothing 
with legs, worn by a child: a pair of ~ers; a 
‘wer suit. 

roof /ru:f/ п [С] (р/ ~s) 1 top covering of a 
building, tent, bus, car, etc: How can you live 
under the same ~ as that woman, in the same 
building? raise the roof, (informal) © 
raise(3). 2 the ~ of heaven, the sky: the ~ of 
the world, a high mountain range; the ~ of the 
mouth, the palate. с vt (рр ~ed /ru:ft/) supply 
with a roof; be a roof for: a shed ~ed over with 
strips of bark. 
roof-ing, material used for roofs (eg slates, 
tiles). 

rook’ /ruk/ n[C] large black bird like a crow. 
rook-ery /-ari/, (a) place (a group of trees) 
where many rooks have their nests. (b) col- 
ony of penguins or seals. 

rook? /ruk/ п [С] person who makes money 
by cheating when gambling. о vt 1 win money 
from (a person) at cards, etc by cheating. 2 
charge (a customer) a ridiculously high price. 

rook? /ruk/ n [С] chess piece (also called a 
castle). 

room /rum US: ru:m/ n 1 [С] part of a house 
or other buildings enclosed by walls and a ceil- 
ing. 2 (р/) apartment: Come and see me in my 
~s one evening. 3[U] space that is or might be 
occupied, or that is enough for a purpose: Js 
there ~ for me in the car? This table takes up 
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too much ~. make room (for), make 
enough space (for): Can you make ~ on that 
shelf for some more books? 4 [Ц] scope; oppor- 
tunity: There’s ~ for improvement in your 
work, It is not as good as it could be; There’s 


no ^ for doubt. о vi (US) occupy a room or 


rooms: He’s ~ing with my friend Smith. 
'room-mate, one of two or more persons 
sharing a room or apartment. 
room-ful /-ful/, amount (of furniture, etc), 
number of persons, that a room can hold. 
roomy adj (-ier, -iest) having plenty of space: 
a~y cabin. 

-roomed /rumd US: ru:md/ suffix: а six-~ed 
house, having six rooms. 

roost /ru:st/ п [С] branch, pole, etc on which a 
bird rests, esp one for hens to sleep or rest on; 
hen-house. come home to roost, affect the 
person responsible: Her extravagance came 
home to ~ a month later. rule the roost, be 
the leader or master. о vi (of birds or persons) 
settle down for the night’s sleep. 

rooster /'ru:sta(r)/ п [С] domestic cock. 

root! /ru:t/ п [С] 1 that part ofa plant, tree, etc 
which is normally in the soil and which takes 
water and food from it: pull up a plant by the 
~s. take/strike roots, (a) (eg of a cutting) 
send out roots. (b) (fig) become established. 
root and branch, (fig) thoroughly; com- 
pletely: These evil practices must be destroyed 
~ and branch. 2 (pl) = root crop. 3 that part 
of a hair, tooth, the tongue, a finger-nail, etc 
that is like a root in position, function, etc. 4 
(fig) basis; source: He has no ~s in society, is 
not settled, does not belong to any particular 
group ог place. [5 money the ~ of all evil? get 
at/to the root of sth, deal with (the prob- 
lem) at its source. pu/l/ up one’s roots, (fig) 
move from a home, job, etc to start a new life 
elsewhere. put down new roots, (fig) set- 
tle in another place after leaving a place where 
one has been established. 5 (gram) (also base 
form) form of a word on which other forms of 
that word are based: ‘Walk’ is the ~ of ‘walks’, 
‘walked, ‘walking’, and ‘walker’. 6 (maths) 
quantity which, when multiplied by itself a 
certain number of times, produces another 
quantity: 4 is the square ~ of 16 and the cube ~ 
of 64. 
'root beer, (US) non-alcoholic drink made 
from roots. 
the root cause, fundamental, basic cause. 
'root crop, plant with a root used as food. 
'voot sign, (maths) the symbol v/. 
root-less adj (a) having no roots(1). (b) (of 
a person) without roots in society. 

root? /ru:t/ vt,vi 1 (of plants, cuttings, etc) 
(cause to) send out roots and begin to grow: 
Some cuttings ~ easily. 2 cause to stand fixed 
and unmoving: He stood there ~ed to the spot. 
3 (chiefly in pp) (of ideas, principles, etc) es-. 
tablish firmly: She has a ~ed objection to cold 
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baths. Her affection for him is deeply ~ed. 4 
root sth out, get rid of (an evil, etc). 

root? /ru:t/ vi,vt 1 root about (for), (a) (of 
pigs) turn up the ground with the snout.in 
search of food. (b) (of persons) search for; 
turn things over when searching: ~ing about 
among piles of papers for a missing document. 
root sth out, find by searching: / managed 
to ~ out a copy of the document. 2 (US sl) 
cheer: ~ing for the baseball team. 

rope /raup/ п 1[C,U] (piece or length of) thick 
strong cord or wire cable made by twisting fin- 
er cords or wires together. give sb (plenty 
of) rope, (fig) freedom of action. give sb 
enough rope to hang himself, \eave him 
to bring about his own ruin. 2 the ~s, those 
round a boxing-ring or other place used for 
sport or games. Anow/learn/show sb the 
ropes, the conditions, the rules, the proce- 
dure (of an action). 3 [С] number of things 
twisted, strung or threaded together: a ~ of 
onions. 0 vt 1 fasten or bind with rope: roping 
climbers together, connect them with a rope 
for safety. 2 rope sth off, enclose with a 
rope: Part of the field was ~d off.3 rope sb 
in, persuade him to help in some activity. 
'rope-ladder, ladder made of two long ropes 
connected by rungs of rope. 
ropey /'raup1/ adj (s/) very poor in quality. 

ro-sary /'rouzeri/ п [С] (р! -ies) 1 form of 
prayer used in the RC Church; book contain- 
ing this. 2 string of beads for keeping count of 
these prayers. 

rose’ /rouz/ pt © rise”. 

rose? /rauz/ п 1 [С] (shrub or bush with prick- 
les or thorns on its stems and bearing a) col- 
ourful and usually sweet-smelling flower. a 
bed of roses, a pleasant, easy condition of 
life. (be) not all roses, not perfect; having 
some discomfort and disadvantages. 2 [U] 
pinkish-red colour. see things through 
rose-coloured/-tinted spectacles, be 
very optimistic. 3 (of various things thought 
to be like a rose in shape) (a) sprinkling nozzle 
of a watering can or hose. (b) rosette. (c) the 
national emblem of England. 
'rose-bed, flowerbed in which roses are 
grown. 
'rose-bud, bud ofa rose. 
irose-'red adj red like a rose. 
'rose-water, perfume made from roses. 
'rose window, ornamental circular window 
(usually in a church). 
'rose-wood, hard, dark red wood obtained 
from several varieties of tropical tree. 

rose-mary /'rouzmori US: -meri/ п [Ч] ever- 
green shrub with fragrant leaves used as a herb 
and in making perfumes. 

ro-sette /rou'zet/ п [С] small rose-shaped 
badge, ornament or carving in stone. 

rosin /'rozin US: 'rpzon/ п [Ч] resin, esp in 
solid form, as used on the strings of violins, etc 


and on the bow with which violins are played. 
о vt rub with rosin. 

ros-ter /'rosta(r)/ л [С] list of names of рег- 
sons showing duties to be performed by each 
in turn. 

ros-trum /'rostram/ м [С] (p/ ~s or -tra 
/-tra/) platform or pulpit for public speaking. . 

rosy /'rauzi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 of the colour of 
red roses: ~ cheeks. 2 (fig) good, bright, 
cheerful: ~ prospects. 

rot /rot/[U]1 decay; condition of being bad: 
R~ has set in, decay has begun. с> dry rot. 2 
(sf) nonsense: Don’t talk ~! 3 (in sport, busi- 
ness, etc) succession of fajlures: A ~ set in. 
How can we stop the ~? о vi,vt (-tt-) 1 decay 
by processes of nature: The wood was ~ ting 
away. 2 (fig) (of a committee, club, etc) gradu- 
ally become inactive. 3 (fig) (of prisoners, etc) 
waste away: She was left to ~ in gaol. 4 cause 
to decay or become useless: Oil and grease will 
soon ~ your tyres. 

rota /'raute/ п [C] (p/ ~s) (GB) list of persons 
who are to do things in turn; list of duties to be 
performed in turn. 

ro-tary /'routori/ adj 1 (of motion) moving 
round a central point. 2 (of an engine, ma- 
chine) worked by circular motion. - 
‘Rotary Club, (branch of an) international 
association of professional and business men 
in a town for the purpose of serving the com- 
munity. 

ro-tate /rau'teit US: 'rauteit/ vi,vt 1 (cause to) 
move round a central point. 2 (cause to) take 
turns or come in succession: ~ crops, = rota- 
tion(2). The office of Chairman ~s. 

ro-ta-tion /rou'teifn/ n 1 [U] rotating or be- 
ing rotated: the ~ of the earth; [С] complete 
turning: five ~s an hour. 2 [C,U] regular com- 
ing round of things or events in succession: 
'crop-~, ~ of crops, varying the crops grown 
each year on the same land to avoid exhaust- 
ing the soil. in rotation, in turn; in regular 
succession. 

ro-ta-tory /'raouteteri US: -to:m/ adj relating 
to, causing, moving in, rotation: ~ movement. 

ro-tor /'rauta(r)/ п [С] assembly of horizontal- 
ly rotating blades of a helicopter propellor. 

rot-ten /'rotn/ adj 1 decayed; having gone 
bad: ~ eggs. 2 (s/) very unpleasant or undesir- 
able: What ~ luck! Гт feeling ~ today, un- 
well. How ~ of you to say that!. 

ro-tund /rou'tand/ adj 1 (of a person, his 
face) round and plump. 2 (of the voice) rich 
and deep. 3 (of speech, style) grand. 

rouge /ru:3/ п [U] 1 fine red powder or other 
substance for colouring the cheeks. 2 powder 
for cleaning silver plate. а vt use rouge. 

rough’ [raf] adj (-er, -est) 1 (of surfaces) not 
level, smooth or polished; (of roads) of irre- 
gular surface, not easy to walk or ride on: ~ 
paper; a~ skin. 2 not calm or gentle; moving 
or acting violently: ~ children; ~ behaviour; a 
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~ (= stormy) sea. arough tongue, habit of 
speaking rudely or sharply. give sb/have а 
rough time, (cause him to) experience hard- 
-ship, to be treated severely, etc (according to 
context). 3 made or done without attention to 
detail, esp as a first attempt: a ~ sketch/ 
translation; a ~ draft, eg of a letter. rough 
and ‘ready, good enough for ordinary or 
general purposes, occasions, etc; not particu- 
larly efficient, etc: ‚^ and ready 'methods. 4 (of 
sounds) harsh: a~ voice. 

rough luck, worse luck than is deserved. 
‘rough house, (5/) disturbance, row. 
'rough-neck, (informal) noisy, ili-mannered 
person. 

rough.-ly adv (a) in a rough manner: treat 
him ~ly. (b) approximately: Jt cost of ~ly £5. 
It took 3 hours, ~ly speaking. 

rough-ness л [0] quality or state of being 
rough. 

rough? /raf/ adv in a rough manner: play ~, 
be (rather) violent (in games, ес). Мие 
rough, live in the open (as a homeless person 
may do). sleep rough, (of homeless per- 
sons) sieep wherever there is some shelter, eg 
under a bridge, in the open air. 

rough? /raf/ n 1 (U] rough state, ground or 
surface; unpleasantness; hardship. take the 
rough with the smooth, accept what is 
unpleasant with what is pleasant. 2 [U] un- 
finished state: Му notes are only т ~. > 
rough'(3).3[U] the ~, part of a golf-course 
where the ground is uneven and the grass un- 
cut. 4[C] hooligan: A gang of ~s knocked him 
down and took all his money. 

rough‘ /raf/ vt 1 make untidy or uneven: 
Don't ~ (up) my hair. 2 rough sb up. (sl) 
treat him roughly, with physical violence: He 
was ~ed up by hooligans. 3 rough it, live 
without the usual comforts of life: Some 
students have to ~ it. 

rough.age /'rafid3/ п [Ч] coarse foodstuff, 
esp husks of cereals, eaten to stimulate bowel 
movements. 

roughen /'rafn/ vt,vimake or become rough. 

rou-lette /ru:'let/ п [0] gambling game in 
which a small ball falls by chance into one of 
the numbered compartments of a revolving 
wheel. 

round! /raund/ adj 1 shaped like a circle or a 
ball: a ~ plate/window/table. 2 а ~-table con- 
ference, at which there is no position of impor- 
tance at the head of the table, everyone being 
apparently of equal importance. 3 done with, 
invoiving, a circular motion; going and re- 
turning: ~ trip/tour/ voyage. 4 entire; continu- 
ous; full: a ~ dozenjscore, that number and 
not less. in round figures/numbers, 
given in 10’s, 100’s, 1000’s, etc (and so roughly 
correct). 

jround-'shouldered adj having the shoul- 
ders bent forward. 
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round-nessn[U] © 

round? /raund/ adv part (For special uses 
with verb, > the verb entries. Specimens only 
are given here.) 1 ina circle or curve to face the 
opposite way: Turn your chair ~ and face me. 
2 with a return to the starting-point: The hour 
hand of a clock goes right ~ in twelve hours. 
Christmas will soon be ~ again. round and 
round, with repeated revolutions. al//right 
round, compietely round: We walked right ~ 
the lake. all the year round, during allithe 
year. 3 in circumference: Her hips are a metre 
~. 4 (so as to be) in a circle: A crowd soon 
gathered ~. The garden has a high wall all~.5 
from one (place, point, person, etc) to an- 
other: Please hand these papers ~, 1е distribute 
them. The news was soon passed ~. go 
round, supply everybody: Have we enough 
food to go ~? & make'(13). 6 by a longer 
way or route; not by the direct route: The 
taxi-driver brought us a long way ~. 7 toa 
place where a person is or will be: Come ~ and 
see me this evening. 8 in the neighbourhood: in 
all the villages ~ about. 

round? /raund/ п [С] 1 something round in 
shape: a ~ of toast, а се. 2 in the round, so 
as to be viewed from all sides: a statue in the ~. 
theatre in the round, with the audience on 
(nearly) all sides of the stage. 3 regular series 
or succession or distribution: the daily ~, the 
ordinary occupations of the day; the doctor’s 
~ of visits (to the homes of his patients); the 
postman’s ~, the route he takes to deliver let- 
ters. make one’s rounds, make one’s usual 
visits: The doctor makes his ~s of the wards 
every evening. 4 (in games, contests, etc) one 
stage: a boxing-match of ten ~s; the sixth ~ of 
the FA Cup, the quarter-finals of this soccer 
contest; have а ~ of cards; a ~ of golf, to all 
the 9 or 18 holes of the course. 5 allowance of 
something distributed or measured out; one of 
a set or series: pay for a ~ of drinks, drinks for 
every member of the group; another ~ of wage 
claims, by trade unions for higher wages for 
their members; have only three ~s of ammuni- 
tion left, enough to fire three times. 6 song for 
several persons or groups, the second singing 
the first line while the first is singing the sec- 
ond line, etc. 7 dance in which the dancers 
move т а circle. 

round’ /raund/ prep 1 (of movement) in a 
path that passes on all sides of and comes back 
to the starting-point: The earth moves ~ the 
sun. Drake sailed ~ the world. round the 
clock, ail day and all night. 2 (of movement) 
in a path changing direction: wa/lk/follow her 
~ а corner. round the bend, > bend'(1). 
(sf) mad. 3 (of position) so as to be on ail sides 
of: They were sitting ~ the table. He hada 
scarf ~ his neck. 4 in various or all directions: 
He looked ~ the room. Can I show you ~ (the 
house), 1е show you the various rooms?.5 to or 
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at various points away from the point or per- 
son mentioned: The players stood ~ the goal. 6 
approximate(ly): Come ~ about 2 o'clock. He 
paid ~ about £20 for it. 

round® /raund/ vt,vi 1 make or become 
round: stones ~ed by the action of water. 2 go 
round: He ~ed a corner. 3 round sth off, 
bring it to a satisfactory conclusion, add a 
‘suitable finish: ~ off a sentence; ~ off one’s 
career by being made a Minister. round on 

“sb, attack him (in words or action). round 
sb up, drive, bring or collect, together: He 
‘~ed up the tourists and took them back to the 
coach. round sth up, collect (it, them) 
together: The cowboy ~ed up the cattle. 
Hence, 'round-up п bringing together: а ~- 
up of criminals/cattle. round up (a figure/ 
price), bring it to a whole number: The price 
had been ~ed up from £647.50 to £650. 
round-about /'raundobaut/ adj not going 
or coming by, or using, the shortest or most 
direct route: / heard the news т а ~ way. What 
а ~ way of doing things! о п [С] 1 (= merry- 
go-round) revolving circular platform with 
wooden horses, etc on which children ride for 
fun (at fairs, etc). 2 circular area at a road 
junction causing traffic to go round instead of 
directly across. 

roun-ders /'raundoz/ и pi game for two 
teams, played with bat and ball, the players 
running through four bases arranged in a 
square. 

rouse /rauz/ vt,vi (usually formal) 1 wake up: 
I was ~ed by the ringing of a bell. 2 cause (a 
person) to be more active, interested, etc: pol- 
iticians rousing the masses; be ~d to anger by 
insults. 

rout’ /raut/ п [С] complete defeat and disor- 
derly retreat: The defeat became a ~. 0 vt de- 
feat completely: ~ the enemy. 

rout? /raut/ vt, get a person up, out of bed, 
etc: We were ~ed out of our cabins before 
breakfast. 

route /ru:t/ п [С] way taken or planned from 
one place to another: The climbers had tried to 
find a new ~ to the top of the mountain. en 
route |,on 'ru:t/, on the way. о vt plan a route 
for; send by a specific route: We were ~d 
through Dover. 

rou-tine /ru:'ti:n/ n [C,U] fixed and regular 
way of doing things: the ~ (= usual, ordi- 
nary) procedure; my ~ duties, those perform- 
ed regularly. 

rove /rauv/ vi,vt 1 wander (the more usual 
word): roving over sea and land. 2 (of the eyes, 
one’s affections) be directed first one way, 
then another. 
rover, (a) wanderer. (b) (0/4 use) pirate. (с) 
senior scout. 

row’ /гэо/ п [С] number of persons ог things 
in a line: a ~ of books/houses|/desks/cabbages; 
Sitting ina~|in~s. 


round /ruo 


row? /rou/ vt,vi move (a boat) by using oars; 
carry or take in a boat with oars: Shall Il ~ you 
up/down|/across the river? о п [С] journey or 
outing in a boat moved by oars; period of this; 
distance rowed: go fora~. 
rower, person who rows a boat. 
'rowing-boat, one moved by the use of oars. 
'rowing-club, one for persons who row. 

row? /rau/ п1 [U] uproar; noisy disturbance: 
How can I study with all this ~ going on outside 
my windows? 2 [C] noisy or violent argument 
or quarrel: have а ~ with the neighbours. 3 [С] 
instance of being in trouble, told off, etc: get 
intoa~ for being late at the office. с vt,vi1 tell 
off. 2 quarrel noisily: He’s always ~ing with 
his neighbours. 

rowdy /'raudi/ adj (-ier, -iest) rough and 
noisy: There were ~ scenes at the elections.on 
[С] (pl -ies) rowdy person. 
row-dily /-ali/ adv 
row-di-ness 7 [U]. 

row-lock /'rolok US: 'raulok/ п [С] pivot for 
an oar or scull on the side (gunwale) of a boat 
(US = oarlock). 

royal /'roial/ adj of, like, suitable for, support- 
ed by, belonging to the family of, a king or 
queen: His R~ Highness; the ~ family; the 
R~ Navy| Air Force. 
roy-ally /'roisli/ adv in a splendid manner: We 
were ~ly entertained. 
roy-al-ist /-1st/ п [С] supporter of a king ог. 
queen or of the royal sideinacivilwar. - 

roy-alty /'roialti/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [U] royal per- 
sons: The play was performed in the presence of 
~.2[U] position, rank, dignity, power, etc of 
a royal person. 3 [С] payment of money, eg by 
a mining company to the owner of the land, to 
the owner of a copyright or patent: a ~ of 10 
per cent. 

rub! /rab/ n [С] period of rubbing: Give the 
bruise a good ~ with this cream. 

rub? /rab/ vt,vi (-bb-) (For special uses with 
adverbial particles and prepositions, > 3 be- 
low.) 1 move (one thing) backwards and for- 
wards on the surface of (another); make 
(something clean, dry, etc) by doing this: He 
was ~bing his hands together. R~ this oil on 
your skin. The dog ~bed itselflits head against 
my legs. 2 come into, be in, contact with, by a 
sliding or up and down movement: What is the 
wheel ~ bing on|against? 
3 (special uses with adverbial particles and pre- 
positions): 
rub $6 /опезе!/а horse down’ rub thor- 
oughly, vigorously, eg with a towel, to make 
dry and clean: He ~bed himself down after his 
bath. rub sth down, make it smooth or level 
by rubbing: R~ the walls down well before 
applying new paint. Hence, 'rub-down n: 
Give the horse| the walls a good ~-down. 
rub sth in/into sth, (a) force (ointment, 
etc) into eg the skin, by rubbing: R~ the oint- 


rubber /ruin 


ment well то the skin. (b) force (a humi- 
liating or unpleasant fact) into a person’s 
mind. rub it in, remind a person repeatedly 
of a fault, failure, etc: /know I behaved foolish- 
[у but you needn't ~ it in. 
rub sth off, remove it (from a surface) by 
rubbing. rub off on sb, (informal) pass from 
one person to another by contact or close 
association: Don’t let the criticism of him ~ off 
on you. 
rub sth out, remove (marks, writing, etc) by 
rubbing: ~ out a word|pencil marks|mistakes. 
rub sth up, polish by rubbing: ~ up the silver 
spoons. rub sb (up) the wrong way, itti- 
tate him, make him angry. 

rub-ber' /'raboa(r)/ п 1 [U] tough elastic sub- 
stance made from the milky liquid that flows 

‚ from certain trees when the bark is cut, used 
for making tyres, tennis balls, etc: (as an adjec- 
tive) '~ trees. 2[C] piece of rubber material for 
rubbing out pencil marks, etc (also called an 
eraser). 
wubber ‘band, elastic band for keeping pap- 
ers, etc together. 

rub-ber? /'raba(r)/ п [С] (in such card-games 

- as whist and bridge) 1 three successive games 
between the same sides or persons. 2 the win- 
ning of two games out of three; the third game 
when each side has won one. 

rub-bing /'rabin/ п [С] impression of some- 
thing, eg an engraving, by rubbing paper laid 
over it with wax, etc: 'brass-~s. 

rub-bish /'rabif/ п [U] 1 waste material; that 
which is, or is to be, thrown away as worthless. 
2 nonsense; worthless ideas: This book|What 
you said is ~. 3 (used as an exclamation) Non- 
sense! 
‘rubbish bin, a container for rubbish. 
rub-bishy adj worthless. 

rubble /'rabl/ п [0] bits of broken stone, rock 
or brickwork: build roads with a foundation of 
~; a building reduced to~w. 

ruby /'ru:bi/ п [С] (p/ -ies) red precious stone. 
о adj, п [О] deep red (colour). 

ruck /rak/ п [С] irregular fold or crease (esp in 
cloth). с vi,vt be pulled, make, into rucks: The 
Sheets have ~ed up. 

ruck-sack /'raksek/ п [С] canvas bag 
strapped on the back from the shoulders, used 
by people on a walking holiday, etc. 

ruc-tions /'rakfnz/ n (pl) angry words or 
protests: There'll be ~ if you refuse. 

rud-der /'radoa(r)/ п [C] 1 flat, broad piece of 
wood or metal at the stern of a boat or ship for 
steering. 2 similar structure on an aircraft. 

ruddy /'radi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of the face) 
red, as showing good health: ~ cheeks. 2 red 
ог reddish: а ~ glow in the sky. 3 (euphemism 
for) bloody(3). 

rude /ru:d/ adj (-r, -st) 1 (of a person, his 
speech, behaviour) impolite; not showing re- 
spect or consideration: ~ words/actions. It’s 
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~ to interrupt|to point at people. Don’t ^ to 
your teacher. 2 startling; strong and unexpect- 
ed: get a ~ shock. 3 roughly made; simpie: the 
~ prehistoric implements. 
rude-ly adv ina rude manner. 
rude-ness n[U] 

ru-di-ment /'ru:dimont/ 1 (p/) first steps or 
stages (of an art or science): learn the ~s of 
chemistry/grammar. 2 [С] earliest form on 
which a later development is or might have de- 
veloped: A new-born chick has only the ~s of 
wings. | 

ru-di-men-tary —/го:дитепи/ adj 1 
elementary: а ~ knowledge of mechanics. 2 
undeveloped: ~ wings. 

rue /ru:/ vt (old use or literary) think of with 
sadness or regret: You'll ~ the day when... 
rue-ful /'ru:fl/ adj showing, feeling, express- 
ing, regret. 
rue-fully /'ru:fali/ adv 

ruff /raf/n[C)1 ring of differently coloured ог 
marked feathers round a bird’s neck, or of 
hair round an animal’s neck. 2 wide, stiff frill 
worn as a collar in the 16th century. 

ruf-fian /'rafion/ п [С] violent, cruel young 
man. 

ruffle /'rafl/ vt,vi disturb the peace, calm or 
smoothness of; become annoyed: The bird ~d 
up its feathers. Who’s been ruffling your hair? 
Anne is easily ~d, easily annoyed. o n 1 [С] 
frill used to ornament clothing at the wrist or 
neck. 2 [U] ruffling or being ruffled(1). 

rug /rag/n[C]1 mat of thick material (usually 
smaller than a carpet): a ‘hearth-~. 2 thick 
covering or blanket: a 'travelling-~ (in a car, 
etc). 

rugby /'ragbi/ 1 [О] kind of football using an 
oval-shaped ball which may be handled: ~ 
League, form of rugby with thirteen players 
and allowing professionalism; Rugby Union, 
with fifteen players and having amateur teams 
only. 


_ rug-ged /'ragid/ adj 1 rough; uneven; rocky: 


a~ coast. 2 having furrows or wrinkles: a ~ 
face. 3 rough in sound, feel, behaviour, etc. 
rug-ged-ly adv 
rug-ged-ness п [0] 
ruin /‘ru:m/ и 1 [9] destruction; overthrow; 
serious damage: the ~ of her hopes; brought to 
~ by gambling and drink. 2 [U] state of being 
decayed, destroyed, collapsed: The castle has 
fallen into ~. go to rack and ruin, & rack’. 
3 [С] something which has decayed, been des- 
troyed, etc: The building is in ~s. 4 (sing only) 
cause of ruin: Gambling was his ~. а vt cause 
the ruin of: The storm ~ed the crops. 
ruin-ation /,ru:'neifn/ и [0] being ruined; 
bringing to ruin: These debts will be the ~ation 
of him. 
ruin-ous /-9s/ adj causing ruin: ~ous expen- 
diture. 
ruin-ous-ly ад: ~ously expensive. 


563 


rule /ru:l/n 1 [C] law or custom which guides 
or controls behaviour or action: obey the ~s of 
the game. It’s against the ~s to handle the ball 
in soccer. by/according to rule, according 
to regulations: He does everything by ~, never 
uses his own judgement. work to rule, pay 
exaggerated attention (deliberately) to regula- 
tions and so slow down output: /nstead of 
coming out on strike, the men decided to work 
10 ~~. rule of thumb, & thumb. 2 [С] habit: 
Hemakes it a~ to do an hour’s work in the gar- 
den every day. as a rule, usually; more often 
than not: Не’; late аз а ~. 3 [Ч] government; 
authority: countries that were under French~. 
4 [С] strip of wood, metal, etc, used to 
measure: а 'foot-~; a 'slide-~. о vi,vt 1 
govern; have authority (over): King Charles I 
~d (England) for eleven years without a parlia- 
ment. Is it true that Mrs Jones ~s her husband? 
2 be guided or influenced by; have power or 
influence over: Don’t Бе ~d by your passions| 
by hatred. (Note: usually passive.) 3 give as a 
decision: The chairman ~d the motion out of 
order|that the motion was out of order. rule 
sth out, declare that it cannot be considered, 
that it is out of the question: That’s a possibil- 
ity that can’t be ~d out, It is something we 
must consider. 4 make (a line or lines) on pap- 
er (with a ruler): ~d notepaper. rule sth off, 
separate it, end it, by ruling a line. 

ruler /'ru:lo(r)/ п [С] 1 person who rules or 
governs. 2 straight length of wood, plastic, 
metal, etc used in drawing straight lines or for 
measuring. 

rul-ing /'ru:lin/ adj that rules: his ~ passion, 
that which governs his actions. оп [C] (esp) 
decision made by a person in authority, eg a 
judge. | 

rum /тлт/ п [СУ] (portion of) alcoholic drink 
made from sugar-cane juice. 

rumble /'rambl/ vi,vt 1 make, move with, a 
deep, heavy, continuous sound: thunder/gun- 
fire rumbling in the distance. 2 make, say, in a 
deep voice: ~ out а few comments. on 1 [U] 
deep, heavy, continuous sound: the ~ of jug- 
gernauts through the village. 

ru-mi-nant /'ru:mmont/ п [С], adj (animal) 
which chews the cud, eg cows, deer. 

ru-mi-nate /'ru:mineit/ vi 1 meditate: ~ 
overjabout/on recent events. 2 (of animals) 
chew the cud. 

ru-mi-na-tive /'ru:mimativ/ adj inclined to 
meditate. 

ru-mi-na-tion /,ru:mi'nei{n/ 2 [U] 

rum-mage /'ramid3/ vi,vt 1 turn things over, 
move things about, while looking for some- 
thing: ~ (about) in a desk drawer. 2 search 
thoroughly: ~ a ship, eg by Customs officers. 
a n[U}1 search (esp of a ship by Customs of- 
ficers). 2 things found by rummaging. 

ru-mour (US = ru-mor) /'ru:ma(r)/ п 1 [U] 
general talk, gossip: R~ has it that she will be 


rule/run 


promoted. 2 [C] (statement, report, story) 
which cannot be verified and is of doubtful ac- 
curacy: There is a~ that there will be a General 
Election in the autumn. о vt report by way of 
rumour: He is ~ed to have escaped to Dublin. 
(Note: usually passive.) | | 

rump /ramp/ п [С] 1 animal’s buttocks. 2 
contemptible remnant of a parliament or simi- 
lar body. | 
jrump-'steak, beefsteak cut from near the 
rump. 

rumple /'ramp!/ vt crease; crumple: Don’t sit 
on my lap or you'll ~ my dress. 

rum-pus /'rampos/ я (sing only) (informal) 
disturbance; noise: What’s all this ~ about? 
kick up/make a rumpus, cause а rumpus. 

run’ /гло/л [С] 1 act of running on foot: go for 
a short ~ across the fields. at a run, running: 
He started off ata ~ but soon tired and began 
to walk. on the run, (a) running away: He’s 
on the ~ from the police. (b) continuously ac- 
tive and moving about: Гуе been on the ~ all 
day. get/give sb a (good) run for his 
money, provide him with strong competi- 
tion: We must give him a good ~ for his money. 
2 [С] outing or journey in a саг, train, etc: Can 
we have a trial ~ in the new саг? 3 [С] distance 
travelled by a ship in a specified time. 4 route 
taken by vehicles, ships, etc: The bus was taken 
off its usual ~. 5 series of performances: The 
play had a long ~|a~ of six months. 6 period; 
succession: a ~ of bad luck, a series of misfor- 
tunes. a run on a bank, a demand by many 
customers together for immediate repayment. 
in the 'long run, in the end: И pays in the 
long ~ to buy goods of high quality. in the 
'short run, during а short period; at present. 
7 (enclosed) space for domestic animals, 
fowls, ес: a 'chicken-~. 8 (cricket, baseball) 
unit of scoring, made by running over a cer- 
tain course. 9 common, average or ordinary 
type or class: the-common ~ of mankind, ordi- 
nary, average people; an hotel out of the com- 
mon ~, different from, and better than, the 
kind one usually finds. 10 (informal) permis- 
sion to make free use (of). get/give sb the 
run of sth, the permission to use it: / have the 
~ of his library. 11 way in which things tend 
to move; general direction or trend: The ~ of 
events is rather puzzling. 12 (music) series of 
notes sung or played quickly and in the order 
of the scale. 13 shoal of fish in motion: a ~ of 
salmon, eg on their way upstream. 14 long 
hole in cloth where a thread has broken: а ~ in 
my tights. г> run?(26). 
jrun-of-the-'mill, ordinary; average. © 

run? /ran/ vi,vt (pt ran /ren/, pp ~; -пп-) (For 
special uses with adverbial particles and pre- 
positions, г> 27 below; & also running.) 1 (of 
men and animals) move with quick steps, fas- 
ter than when walking: ~ three miles; ~ fast; 
~ upstairs. We ran to help him. Don’t ~ across 
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the road until yow’re sure it’s safe. 2 escape or 
avoid by going away: As soon as we appeared 
the boys ran off. 3 practice running for exercise 
or as a sport; compete in races on foot: Is he 
~wning in the 100 metres? Is your horse likely to 
~ in the Derby? run a race, take part in one. 
‘also ran п person or animal unsuccessful in a 
race or other form of competition. 4 run for, 
compete for (as a candidate): ~ for President. 
5 present or nominate (for an office): How 
many candidates is the Liberal Party ~ning in 
the General Election? 6 (cause to) reach a cer- 
tain condition or place as the result of run- 
ning: He ran second in the race. run 
oneself/sb into the ground, exhaust 
oneself/a person by hard work or exercise. 7 
make one’s way quickly to the end of, or 
through or over (something). run its 
course, develop in the usual or normal way: 
The disease ran its course. 8 expose oneself to; 
be open to. run the chance/danger of 
sth: You ~ the chance of being suspected of 
theft. run the risk, > risk. 9 chase; compete 
with: /t was a close run thing, (of competition, 
etc) The result was very close. 10 (of ships, etc) 
sail or steer; (of fish) swim: The ship ran 
agroundjon the rocks/ashore. .The salmon are 
~ning, swimming upstream. 11 ро’ forward 
with a sliding, smooth or continuous motion: 
Sledges ~ well over frozen snow. The train ran 
past the signal. 12 be in action; work freely; be 
in working order: Don’t leave the engine of 
your car ~ning. 13 (of buses, ferry-boats, etc) 
journey to and fro: The buses ~ every ten 
minutes. 14 organize; manage; cause to be in 
operation: ~ a business/a theatre. I can’t af- 
ford to ~ a car (= own and use one) on my 
small salary. Who ~s his house for him now 
that his wife has divorced him? 15 convey; 
transport: Pll ~ you back home, drive you 
there in my car. run arms, convey them into 
a country unlawfully. run  errands/ 
messages (for sb), make journeys to do 
things, carry messages, etc. run liquor, 
smuggle it into a country. 16 cause to move 
quickly (in a certain direction or into a certain 
place): ~ one’s fingers/a comb through one’s 
hair; ~ one’s eyes over a page. 17 (of thoughts, 
feelings, eyes, exciting news, etc) pass or move 
briefly or quickly: The thought kept ~ning 
through my head. The pain ran up my arm. A 
shiver ran down his spine. The news ran like 
wildfire. A whisper ran through the crowd. 18 
cause (something) to penetrate (intentionally 
or by accident) or come into contact with: ~ a 
splinter into one’s finger. The drunken driver 
ran his car into a tree. 19 (of liquids, grain, 
sand, etc) flow, drip; The tears ran down my 
cheeks. Who has left the tap|water ~ning? His 
legs were covered with ~ning sores. Your nose 
is ~ning. 20 (of colours, dyes) spread: Will the 
colours ~ if the dress is washed? 21 cause (a 
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liquid, molten metal, etc) to flow: ~ some hot 
water into the bowl. 22 become; pass into (a 
specified condition): Supplies, are ~ning 
рот Лом. I have ~ short of money. Feelings|/ 
Passions ran high, became stormy or violent. 
My blood ran cold, 1 was filled with horror. 
run riot, > riot(2). run wild, © wild(7). 
run a temperature, become feverish. 23 
extend; have acertain course or order; be con- 
tinued or continuous; shelves ~ning round the 
walls; a scar that ~s across his left cheek; a 
road that ~s across the fields. It happened 
several days ~ning, several days in succession. 
The play ran (for) six months, was performed 
for this period of time. The lease of my house 
has only a year to ~. } running. 24 have a 
tendency or common characteristic; have as 
an average price or level: Yellow hair ~s in the 
family. Inflation is ~ning high. 25 be told or 
written: So the story ran, that is what was told 
or said. 26 (of woven or knitted material) be- 
come unwoven or unravelled; drop stitches 
through several rows: Nylon tights sometimes 
^.. 

27 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

run across sb/sth, meet or find by chance; 
[ran across her т Paris last week. 

run after sb/sth, (a) try to catch: The dog 
was ~ning after a rabbit. (b) go after in order 
to get the attention of: She ~s after every man 
in the village. 

run against sb, compete with sina in a race 
or for an elected office. 

run along, (informal) go away: Now, chil- 
dren, ~ along! 

run away, leave: The boy ran away to sea, left 
home and became a sailor. run away with 
56. (a) elope with: The butler ran away with 
the duke’s daughter. (b) go at a speed too high 
for control: Don’t let your car ~ away with 
you. (с) destroy the self-control of: Don’t let 
your temper ~ away with you. run away 
with sth, (a) steal: The maid ran away with 
the duchess’s jewels. (b) get a clear or easy win 
over: The girl from Peru ran away with the first 
set, eg in a tennis tournament. run away 
with the idea/notion that, assume (too 
quickly that something is the case): Don’t ~ 
away with the idea that I can lend you money 
every time you need help. 

run sth back, rewind (film, tape, etc). 

run down. (a) (of a clock or other mechan- 
ism worked by weights) stop because it needs 
winding up. (b) (of a battery) become weak or 
exhausted: The battery is/has ~ down. run 
down, (of a person, his health) exhausted or 
weak from overwork, mental strain, etc. run 
sb/sth down, knock down or collide with: 
The cyclist was ~ down by a big lorry. run $6 
down, (a) say unkind things about: That 
man doesn’t like те; he’s always ~ning me 


565 


down. (b) chase and overtake: ~ down an es- 
caped prisoner. run sth down, allow to be- 
come less active or occupied: ~ down a fac- 
tory, do less work and employ fewer workers. 
Hence, 'run-down, reduction: the ~-down of 
the coal industry. 

run for sth, > 4 above. run for it, avoid 
something by running: /¢’s raining; lets ~ for 
it, ie run for shelter. 

run sb in, (informal) (of the police) arrest 
and take to a police station. run sth in, bring 
(esp the engine of a car) into good condition 
by running it carefully for a time or distance: 
Не’5 ~ning in his new car and doesn’t do more 
than 50 miles an hour. 

run into $6, meet unexpectedly: ~ into an 
old friend in the street. run into sth, (a) col- 
lide with: The bus got out of control and ran in- 
to a wail. (b) reach (a condition): ~ into debt| 
danger|difficulties. (с) reach (a level or fi- 
gure): His income ~s into five figures, is now 
ten thousand (pounds, dollars, etc) or more. 
run sth into sth, cause (sth) to be in colli- 
sion: ~ one’s car into a wall. 

run off with sb/sth.. ро away with; steal 
and take away::His daughter has ~ off with a 
married man|with all the funds. run sth off, 
(a) cause to flow away: ~ off the water froma 
tank, empty the tank. (b) write or recite flu- 
ently, eg a list of names: ~ off an article for the 
local (news)paper. (c) print; produce: ~ off a 
hundred copies on the duplicating machine. (Я) 
decide (a race) after a tie, or trial heats: When 
will the race be ~ off? Hence, 'run-off, decid- 
ing race, etc after a dead heat or tie. 

run on, (a) talk continuously: He will ~ оп 
for an hour if you don’t stop him. (b) elapse: 
Time ran on. (c) (of a disease) continue its 
course. run (sth) on, (of written letters of 
the alphabet) join, be joined, together: When 
children are learning to write, they should ~ the 
letters on. run on sth, be concerned with: 
Our talk ran on recent events in India. 

run out, (a) go out: The tide is ~ning out. 
(b) (of a period of time) come to an end: When 
does the lease of the house ~ out? (c) (of 
stocks, supplies) come to an end, be exhaust- 
ed; (of persons) become short of (supplies, 
etc): Our provisions are ~ning out. We’re 
~ning out of milk. Her patience is ~ning out. 
(d) jut out; project: a pier ~ning out into the 
sea. run (sth) out, (of rope) pass out: The 
rope ran out smoothly. be run out, (cricket) 
(of a batsman) have his innings ended be- 
cause, while trying to make a run, he fails to 
reach the crease before the ball hits the bails or 
stump(s). rum 'out on sb, (51) abandon, de- 
sert: Poor Jane! Her husband has ~ out on her. 
run over, (a) (of a vessel or its contents) 
overflow. (b) pay a short or quick visit to: ~ 
over to a neighbour’s house. run over sth, 
(a) review: Let’s ~ over our parts again, eg 


° run/runny 


when learning and rehearsing parts in a play. 
(b) read through quickly: He ran over his 
notes before starting his lecture. run over 
sbh/run sb over, (of a vehicle) (knock down 
and) pass over (a person, etc lying on the 
ground): He was ~ over and had to be taken to 
hospital. 
run round, = run over(b). 
run through sth, (a) use up (a fortune, etc) 
esp by foolish spending: He soon ran through 
the money he had inherited. (b) examine, deal 
with, quickly: ~ through one’s post during 
breakfast. 
run to sth, (a) reach (an amount, number, 
etc): That will ~ to $50. (b) have money for; 
(of money) be enough for: We can’t/Our funds 
won't ~ to a holiday abroad this year. (с) ex- 
tend to: His new novel has already ~ to three 
impressions. 
run sth up, (a) raise; hoist: ~ up a flag on 
the mast. (b) make quickly: ~ up a dress. (c) 
add up (a column of figures). (d) cause to 
grow quickly in amount: ~ up a big bill ata 
hotel. run up against sth, meet by chance 
or unexpectedly: run up against difficulties. 
run up to, amount, extend to (a figure): 
fries ran up to £5 a ton. 

rung! /ran/ п [С] 1 crosspiece forming a step 
in a ladder. 2 (fig) particular level in society, 
one’s employment, etc: start on the lowest| 
reach the highest ~ (of the ee 

rung? /ran/ pp of ring”. 

run-ner /'rana(r)/ п [С] 1 person, а etc 
that runs: How many ~s were there in the 
Derby? 2 messenger, scout, etc. 3 (used as a 
suffix) smuggler: 'gun-~s, 'rum-~s. 4 part on 
which something slides or moves along: the 
~s of a sledge. 5 long piece of cloth; long piece 
of carpet, eg for stairs. 6 kinds of twining 
bean-plant, esp 'scarlet ~s, (аз an adjective) ~ 
beans. 
jrunner-'up, person, animal, taking second 
place in a race. 

run-ning /'ranin/ п [0] act of a person or ani- 
mal that runs, esp in racing. make the run- 
ning, (literally and fig) set the pace. take up 
the running. take the lead. in/out of the 
running, (of competitors) having some/no 
chance of winning. о adj1 done, made, carried 
on, while or immediately after running: a ~ 
kick|jump|fight. 2 continuous; uninterrupted: 
а ^^ fire of questions, coming in a continuous 
stream. 3 in succession: win three times ~. 4 
(of water) flowing; coming from a mains 
supply: All bedrooms in this hotel have hot and 
cold ~ water. 5 (of sores, etc) with liquid or 
pus coming out. 
jrunning 'commentary, commentary as 
the event occurs, eg of a football match. 
‘running costs, costs incurred in produc- 
tion (not preparation, planning). 

runny /'rani/ adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) semi- 
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runway /saboteur 


liquid; tending to гип (19) or flow: a~ nose. 

run-way /'ranwei/ п [С] 1 specially prepared 
surface along which aircraft take off and land. 
2 way made for rolling felled trees and logs 
down a hill-side. 

rup-ture /'raptfo(r)/ п 1 [U] breaking apart 
or bursting; [С] instance of this. 2 [С] (in- 
stance of) ending of friendly relations. 3 [К] 
hernia. о vi,vi break or burst, eg a blood- 
vessel; end (a connection, etc). 

ru-ral /'ruoral/ adj in, of, characteristic of, 
suitable for, the countryside: ~ scenery/life. 
> urban. 

ruse /ru:z/ и [С] deceitful way of doing some- 
thing; trick. 

rush! /raJ/ 1 [U] rapid movement toward; 
sudden advance; [С] instance of this: / don’t 
like the ~ of city life. Why all this ~, this hurry 
and excitement? 2 [C] sudden demand: the 
Christmas ~, the period before Christmas 
when crowds of people go shopping. 
the 'rush-hour, when crowds of people are 
travelling to or from work in a large town: (as 
an adjective) We were caught in the ~-hour 
traffic. 

rush? /raf/ я [С] (tall stem of one of numerous 
varieties of) marsh plant with slender leafless 
stems, often dried and used for weaving into 
mats, baskets, etc. 

rush? /raJ/ vi,vt 1 (cause to) go or come, do 
something, with violence or speed: The chil- 
dren ~ed out of the school gates. They ~ed 
more soldiers to the front. rush to conclu- 
sions, form them (too) quickly. rush sth 
through, do it at high speed: The new Bill 
was ~ed through Parliament. 2 get through, 
over, into, etc by pressing eagerly or violently 
forward: ~ the gates of the football ground. 3 
force into hasty action: / must think things 
over, so don’t ~ me. rush sb off his feet, 
exhaust him. 4 (s/) charge an exorbitant price: 
How much did they ~ you for this? 

rusk /rask/ м [С] piece of bread or biscuit 
baked hard and crisp. 

rus-set /'rasit/ п 1 [U] yellowish-brown or 
reddish-br-.wn colour. 2 [С] kind of apple. о 
adj reddists brown. 

rust /rast/ п [U] 1 reddish-brown coating 
formed on iron by the action of water and air; 
similar coating on other metals. 2 (plant- 
disease with п st-coloured spots caused by) 
kinds of fungus. о УГ, (cause to) become 
covered with rust. 
rusti-ness n[U] 
rusty adj (-ier, -iest) (a) covered with rust: 
~y needles. (b) in need of being polished ог 
revised: My German is rather ~y, needs to be 
practised. (c) (of a person, knowledge, etc) 
out of date. 

rus-tic /'rastik/ adj 1 (used in a good sense) 
characteristic of country people: ~ simplicity. 
2 rough; unrefined: ~ speech/manners. 3 of 
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rough workmanship: а ~ seat, made of rough 
wood. on[C] countryman; peasant. 

rus-ti-cate /'rastikeit/ vi,vz1 lead a rural hie. 
2 (GB) send (a student) temporarily away 
from the university as a punishment. 

rustle /'rasl/ vi,vt 1 make a gentle, light 
sound (like dry leaves blown by the wind); 
move along making such a sound: Did vou 
hear something rustling in the hedge? 2 cause to 
make this sound: / wish people тон”! ~ 
their programmes in theatres. 3 rustle up, get 
together, provide: ~ up some food for an unex- 
pected guest. о п [U] gentle light sound as of 
dry leaves blown by the wind: the ~ of paper. 
rust-ling /'raslin/, sound made by something 
that rustles: the rustling of dry leaves. 

rut /rat/ п [С] 1 line or track made by wheel(s) 
im soft ground. 2 (fig) way of doing something, 
behaving, living, etc that has become estab- 
lished. be in/get into a rut, a fixed (and 
boring) way of living so that it becomes diffi- 
cult to change. о vt (-tt-) (usually т pp) mark 
with ruts: a deeply ~ted road. 

ruth-less /'ru:Olis/ adj cruel; without pity; 
showing no mercy. 
ruth-less-ly adv 

rye /та!/ п [9] 1 (plant with) grain used for 
making flour, and as a food for cattle. 2 kind 
of whisky made from rye. 


Ss 


$, $ /es/ (p/ S's, s‘s /'esiz/) the nineteenth letter 
of the English alphabet. 

Sab-bath /'szbo6/ п day of rest, Saturday for 
Jews, Sunday for Christians: to break /keep the 


sab-bati-cal /so'betikl/ adj of or like the 
Sabbath: After this uproar there came a ~ 
calm. 
sabbatical year, year of freedom from rou- 
tine duties given to some university teachers:to 
enable them to travel or study. 

sa-ber /'serbo(r)/ © sabre. 

sable /'seibl/ п [С] small animal valued for its 
beautiful dark fur; [U] fur of this animal. 

sab-otage /'sebota:3/ п [U] deliberate 
damaging of machinery, materials, etc or the 
hindering of an opponent’s activity, during an 
industrial or political dispute, or during war. 
о vt perform an act of sabotage against. 

sab-oteur /,sebo'ts:(r)/ п [С] person who 
commits sabotage. 
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sabre (US = sa-ber) /'seiba(r)/ п [С] heavy 
cavalry sword with a curved blade. 
'sabre-toothed adj having teeth like sabres: 
a~-toothed tiger. 

sac /sxk/ n [С] skin enclosing a cavity in an 
anima! or plant. 

sac-er-do-tal /,sxsa'dautl/ adj connected 
with priests. 

sachet /'sefer US. sx'fei/ п [С] 1 small per- 
fumed bag. 2 plastic bag for shampoo, etc. 

sack' /szk/ п [С] (quantity held by a) large 
bag of strong material (eg coarse flax, rushes, 
stiffened paper) for storing and carrying 
heavy goods: two ~s of potatoes. 
'sack-cloth, coarse material made of flax or 
hemp. 
sack-ing, = sackcloth. 

sack? /szxk/ и (sing with the) (informal) dis- 
missal from employment: He got the ~ for 
stealing. о vt dismiss from employment. 

sack? /sxk/ vt (of a victorious army) steal 
from, destroy (a captured city, etc). on (usual- 
ly sing with the) sacking of a captured town, 
etc: The citizens lost everything they had during 
the ~ of the town. 

sack‘ /szk/ n [Ч] (5/) bed. hit the sack, go 
to bed. 

sac-ra-ment /'sekramont/ и [С] solemn reli- 
gious ceremony in the Christian Church, eg 
Baptism, Confirmation, Matrimony, believed 
to be accompanied by great spiritual benefits. 
sac-ra-men-tal /sekra'mentl/ adj 

sacred /'seikrid/ adj 1 of God; connected 
with religion: a ~ building, eg a church, mos- 
que, synagogue or temple. 2 solemn: hold a 
promise ~. 3 (to be) treated with great respect 
or reverence: Jn India the cow isa~ animal. 

sac-ri-fice /'sekrifais/ п 1 [0] the offering of 
something precious to a god; [C] instance of 
this; [С] the thing offered: the ~ of an ox to Ju- 
piter; kill а sheep а; а ~~. 2 [СО] the giving up 
of something of great value to oneself for a 
special purpose, or to benefit another person; 
(С] something given up in this way: Parents of- 
ten make ~s (eg go without things) for their 
children. a vt,vi 1 make a sacrifice(1): sacrific- 
ing a lamb to the gods. 2 give up as a sacrif- 
ice(2): He ~d his life to save the drowning 
child. 
sac-ri-fi-cial /,szkri'fifl/ adj of or like a sac- 
rifice. 

sac-ri-lege /'sekrilid3/ л [0] disrespectful 
treatment of, injury to, what should be sacred: 
It would be a~ to steal a crucifix froma church 
altar. 
sac-ri-legious /,sekri'lidzas/ adj 

sac-ro-sanct /'sekrausenkt/ adj 1 (to be) 
protected from all harm, because sacred or 
holy. 2 (fig) not to be treated with disrespect: 
He regards his privacy as ~. 

sad /szd/ adj (-der, -dest) 1 unhappy; caus- 
ing unhappy feelings: И was а ~~ day for Mary 


sabre/safe 
when her mother died. Why is he looking so ~? 
2 (of colours) dull. 
sad-ly adv 


sad-ness и [0] 

sad-den /'szdn/ vt,vimake ог become sad. 

saddle /'szdl/ п [С] 1 leather seat for a rider 
on a horse, donkey or bicycle; the part of a 
horse’s back on which the seat is placed: а ~ of 
lamb, part of its back cooked as a joint. in the 
saddle, (a) on horseback. (b) (fig) in a posi- 
tion of control or power. 2 line or ridge of high 
land rising at each end to a high point. в у! 1 
put a saddle on (a horse). 2 saddle sb with 
sth, put a heavy responsibility or burden on: 
be ~d with a wife and ten children. 
'saddle-bag, (a) one of a pair over the back 
of a horse or donkey. (b) bag at the back ofa 
bicycle saddle. 
sad-dier /'sedla(r)/, maker of saddles and 
leather goods for horses. 

sa-dism /'seidizam/ и [С] 1 kind of sexual 
perversion marked by getting pleasure from 
cruelty to other persons of either sex. 2 (infor- 
mal) (delight in) excessive cruelty. 
sa-dist /-1st/, person guilty of sadism. 
sa-dis-tic /sa'distik/ adj of sadism. 

sa-fari /so'fa:ri/ n[C,U} 1 hunting expedition, 
overland journey, esp in E and Central Africa 
(where safari can also mean any short trip 
away from home). 2 organized tour (for 
people on holiday) to game reserves, etc. on 
safari, hunting or visiting wild animals. 

safe" /seif/ adj (-r, -st) 1 free from, protected 
from, danger: ~ from attack. 2 unhurt and 
undamaged: a ~ journey. safe and sound, 
secure and unharmed: return ~ and sound 
from a dangerous expedition. 3 not causing or 
likely to cause harm or danger: [5 120 ki- 
lometres an hour ~ on this road? Are these toys 
~ for small children? 4 (of a place, etc) giving 
security: Keep it in а ~ place. 5 (Parliament) 
that can be depended on: Js this а ~ seat for 
the Tories? Is it certain that the Tory candidate 
will be elected? 6 cautious; not taking risks: 
They appointed a ~~ man as Headmaster. it is 
safe to say..., it can be said without risk of 
being proved wrong, etc. be on the 'safe 
side, take more precautions than may be 
necessary: He took his umbrella to be on the ~ 
side. better safe than'sorry, it is better to 
be cautious than to take risks. 
safe-'conduct, (document giving the) right 
to visit or pass through a district without the 
risk of being arrested or harmed (esp in time of 
war). 
'safe-deposit, building containing strong- 
rooms and safes which persons may rent sep- 
arately for storing valuables. 
';за е-дцаг@ м [С] condition, circumstance, 
etc that tends to prevent harm, give protec- 
tion: a ~guard against death. a vt protect, 
guard. 


safe /saint 


\safe-'keeping, care; custody: Leave your 
jewels in the bank for ~-keeping while you are 
on holiday. 

'safe period, (in the menstrual cycle) when 
conception is least likely. 

safe seat, > 5 above. 

safe-ly adv 

safe?’ /seif/ п [С] 1 fireproof and ee 
proof box in which money and other valuables 
are kept. 2 cool cupboard used to protect food 
from flies, etc: a'mieai-~. 

safety /'seifti/n[U] being safe; freedom from 
danger: do nothing that might endanger the ~ 
of other people. play for safety, avoid tak- 
ing risks. > road safety. 

‘safety belt, = seat belt. 

'safety catch/ lock, device that gives safety 
against a possible danger (eg to prevent a gun 
from being fired by accident or a door being 
opened without the proper key). 

‘safety curtain, fireproof screen that can be 
lowered between the stage and auditorium of 
a theatre. 

Safety ‘first, motto used to warn that safety 
is important. 

‘safety glass, glass that does not splinter. 
‘safety match, one that lights only when 
rubbed on the side of a match-box. 

‘safety net, used to catch an acrobat, etc if 
he falls. 

‘safety pin, one with a guard for the point 
which is bent back to the head. 

‘safety razor, razor with a guard to prevent 
the blade from cutting the skin. 

'safety valve, (a) valve which releases pres- 
sure (in a steam boiler, etc) when it becomes 
too great. (b) (fig) way of releasing feelings of 
anger, excitement, etc harmlessly. 

saf-fron /'szfron/n[U], adj orange colouring 
obtained from flowers of the autumn crocus, 
used as a dye and for flavouring. 

Sag /szg/ vi (-gg-) sink or curve down under 
weight or pressure: а ~ging roof. оп [С] (de- 
gree of) sagging: There is a bad ~ in the seat of 
this chair. 

saga /'5а:9э/ п [С] (p/ ~s) 1 old story of heroic 
deeds, esp of Icelandic or Norwegian heroes. 2 
long narrative, eg a number of connected 
books (esp novels) about a family, social 
group, etc: the Forsyte S~. 3 (modern use) 
long account (of troubles, bad experiences, 
etc): J had to listen to boring ~s about her holi- 
day. 

Sa-ga-cious /so'geifas/ adj (formal) showing 
good judgement, common sense or (of ani- 
mals) intelligence. 

Sa-ga-cious-ly adv 

sa-gac-ity /so'gesoti/ и [9] (formal) wisdom 
of a practical kind. 

sage' /seid3/ п [С] wise man; man who is be- 
lieved to be wise. 0 adj wise; having the wis- 
dom of experience. 
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sage? /seid3/ п [U] herb with dull greyish- 
green leaves, used to flavour food: ~ and 
onions, stuffing used for a goose, duck, etc. 
sage-'green n[U], adj colour of sage leaves. 

Sag-it-ta-rius /,sed3i'teorios/ м the Archer, 
ninth sign of the zodiac. 

Sago /'seigau/ n[U] starchy food, in the form 
of hard, white grains, used to make a milk 
pudding. 

Said /sed/ pt,pp of say. 

sail’ /seil/ n 1 [С.З] sheet of canvas spread to 
catch the wind and move a boat or ship for- 
ward: hoist/lower the ~s. under sail, (mov- 
ing) with sails spread. set sail (from/to/ 
for), begin a voyage. 2 [C] set of boards at- 
tached to the arm of a windmill to catch the 
wind. 3 (p/ unchanged) ship: a fleet of twenty 
~. 4[C] (rarely р/) voyage or excursion on 
water for pleasure: go for a ~; voyage of a 
specified duration: How many ae ~ is it 
from Hull to Oslo? 

‘sail-piane, aircraft that uses air currents, etc 
instead of engines. 

sail? /seil/ vi,vt 1 move forward across the sea, 
a lake, etc by using sails or engine-power, 
move forward (in sport) across ice or a sandy 
beach, by means of a sail or sails: ~ up/along 
the coast; ~ into harbour; go ~ing. 2 (of a ship 
or persons on board) begin a voyage; travel on 
water by use of sails or engines: When does the 
ship ~? Не has ~ed for New York. 3 travel 
across or on: ~ the sea/the Pacific. 4 (be able 
to) control (a boat): He ~s his.own yacht. Do 
you ~? 5 move smoothly like a ship with sails: 
‘The moon|clouds ~ed across the sky. 
'sail-ing-boat/-ship/-vessel, boat, etc 

‚ moved by sails. 

sailor /'seila(r)/ и [С] seaman; nrerabes of a 
ship’s crew. 

saint /seint GB usual form immediately before 
names: sent/ п [С] 1 holy person. 2 person 
who, having died, is among the blessed in 
Heaven. 3 (abbr St) person who has been de- 
clared by the Church to have won by holy liv- 
ing on earth a place in Heaven and veneration 
on earth. 4 unselfish or patient ртов: What а 
~ my wife is! 

St Agnes 'Eve, 20th January night. 

St Bernard /'b3:nad US. bor'na:rd/, iarge, 
powerful breed of dog, originally bred by 
monks in the Swiss Alps, trained to rescue 
travellers lost in snowstorms. 

St 'Andrew’s Day, 30th November (patron 
saint of Scotland). 

$1 'David'’s Day, 151 March (patron saint of 
Wales). 

St 'George’s Day, 23rd ese (patron Saint 
of England). 

St 'Patrick’s Day, 17th March (patron 
saint of Ireland). 

St'Valentine’s Day, > Valentine. 
saint-ly adj (also saint-like) very holy or 
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good; like, of, a saint: a ~ly expression on his 
face. 

sake /seik/ л for the sake of sb/sth; for 
Imy/‘your/the ‘country’s, etc sake, Гог 
the welfare or benefit of; because of an interest 
in or desire for: He argues for the ~ of arguing, 
only because he likes arguing. Do it for'my ~, 
only to please me. > pity(1). 

sa-laam /so'la:m/ и 1 Muslim greeting (from 
an Arabic word) meaning ‘Peace’. 2 [C] low 
bow. а vimake a low bow. 

sal-able, sale-able /'seilabl/ adj fit for 
sale; likely to find buyers. 

sa-la-cious § /so'leifas/ adj (formal) (of 
speech, books, pictures, etc) obscene; in- 
decent. 
sa-la-cious-ly adv 

salad /'szlad/n 1 [C,U] (cold dish of) (usually 
uncooked) vegetables such as lettuce, cucum- 
ber, tomatoes, eaten with cheese, cold meat, 
etc: a chicken ~; cold beef and ~. & fruit 
salad. 2 lettuce or other green vegetables for 
eating raw. 

'salad-days п р/ period of expe Headed 
youth. 
'salad-dressing, mixture of oil, vinegar, 
cream, etc used with salad. 
'salad-oil, superior quality of olive oil. 

sa-lamii /so'la:mi/ п [U] sausage salted and 
flavoured with garlic. 

sal-ary /'szlor/ п [С] (pl -ies) (weekly, 
monthly) payment for employment based ona 
total amount for a year: a ~ of £6000 a year. 
> wage. 
sal-ar-ied adj receiving a salary; (of employ- 
ment) paid for by means of a salary. 


sale /seil/ n 1 [U] exchange of goods or | 


property for money; act of selling: The ~ of his 
old home made him sad. for sale, intended to 
be sold: /5 the house for ~? on sale, (of goods 
in shops, etc) offered for purchase. put sth 
up for sale, > put up. 2 [С] instance of sel- 
ling something: S~s are up/down this month, 
more/fewer goods have been sold. 3 [С] the of- 
fering of goods at low prices for a period (to 
get rid of old stock, etc): the winter{summer 
~S; '~ price, low price at a sale. 4 occasion 
when goods, property, etc are put up for sale 
by auction: for ~ to the highest bidder; get bar- 
gains at~s. 

'sale-room, room where goods, etc are sold 
by public auction. 

'sales department, that part of a business 
company that is concerned with selling. 


‘sales-man, 'sales-woman, person selling | 


goods in a shop or (on behalf of wholesalers) 
to shopkeepers. 
'saies-man-ship /-monfJip/, skill in selling 
goods. 
‘sales talk, talk (to a prospective ео 
to sell goods. 

.'gales tax, tax payable on the sum received 


sake /salt 


for articles зо by retail. 

sa-li-ent /'seiliont/ adj (formal) 1 most 
significant; easily noticed: the ~ points of a 
speech. 2 (of an angle) pointing outwards. 

sa-line /'seilain US: -li:n/ adj containing salt; 
salty: a~ solution, eg as is used for gargling. о 
n[U] solution of salt and water. 

sal-iva /so'laiva/ п [М] the natural liquid 
present in the mouth. 
sali-vary /'selivari (5: -veri/ adj of or pro- 
ducing saliva: the'~ry glands. 
sali-vate /'szliveit/ vi secrete (too much) sali- 
va. 

sal-low /'szlou/ adj (-er, -est) (of the human 
skin or complexion) of an unhealthy yellow 
colour. а vt,vi make or become sallow: a face 
~ed by living in the tropics. 

sally /‘szli/ n [С] (p/ -ies) 1 sudden breaking 
out by soldiers who are surrounded by the 
enemy. 2 lively, witty remark. о vil make а 
sally(1). 2 sally forth, go out on a journey 
or fora walk. 

salmon /'semoan/ n [С] (p/ unchanged) large 
fish, valued for food and the sport of catching 
it with rod and line; [U] its flesh as food; the 
colour of its flesh, orange-pink. 

salon /'szlon/ n [С] 1 assembly, as a regular 
event, of notable persons at the house of a lady 
of fashion (esp in Paris); reception room used 
for this purpose. 2 business offering services 
connected with fashion, etc: a'beauty-~. 

sa-loon /sa'lu:n/ п [С] 1 room for social use in 
a ship, hotel, etc: the ship’s 'dining-~. 2 (US) 
= pub. 3 (GB) (also ~-car) motor-car with 
wholly enclosed seating space for 4 or 5 pas- 
sengers. 
sa'loon bar, where drinks are served in a 
public house or inn. 

salt /so:lt/ n 1 [0] white substance ebtained 
from mines, present in sea-water and obtained 
from it by evaporation, used to flavour and 
preserve food: 'table ~, powdered salt for use 
at table. rub $аН in the wound, (fig) make 
humiliation, suffering, worse. take (a state- 
ment, etc) with a grain/pinch of salt, feel 
some doubt whether it is altogether true. the 
salt of the earth, person(s) with very high 
qualities. 2 [C] (chem) chemical compound of 
a metal and an acid. 3 [С] experienced sailor. 4 
(pf) medicine used to empty the bowels: take а 
dose of (Epsom) ~s. 5 (fig) something that 
gives flavour or appeal: Adventure is the ~ of 
life to some men. а vt put salt on or in (food) to 
season it or preserve it: ~ed meat. 0 adj 1 (opp 
of fresh) containing, tasting of, preserved 
with, salt: ~ water. 2 (of land) containing salt: 
~ marshes. 
'salt-cellar, small container for salt at table. 
salt-'water, of the sea: ,~-water 'fish. 
salti-ness n[U] 
salty adj (-ier, -iest) containing, tastings of, 
salt. 


saltpetre/sand 


salt-petre (US = -pe-ter) /so:It'pi:ta(r)/ п 
[U] salty white powder used in gunpowder, for 
preserving food, etc. 

sa-lu-bri-ous /sa'lu:briss/ adj (formal) (esp 
of climate) health-giving: the ~ air of Switzer- 
land. 

salu-tary /'seljotri US: -ten/ adj having a 
good effect (on body or mind): ~ exercise! 
advice. 

salu-ta-tion /,szlju'teif{n/ п [(C,U] (formal) 
(act or expression of) greeting or goodwill (eg 
a bow ora kiss): He raised his hat in~. 

sa-lute /so'lu:t/ м [С] 1 something done to 
welcome a person or to show respect or ho- 
nour, esp (eg in the armed forces) the raising 
of the hand to the forehead, the firing of guns, 
the lowering and raising of a flag: give a~, fire 
a~ of ten guns. 2 friendly greeting such as а 
wave. 0 vi,vi 1 give a salute (to): The soldier 
~dsmartly. 2 greet. 

sal-vage /'szlvid3/ п [U] 1 the saving of 
property from loss (by fire or other disaster, 
eg a wrecked ship): а '~ company, one whose 
business is to bring wrecked ships to port, 
raise valuables from a ship that has sunk, etc. 
2 property so saved. 3 payment given to those 
who save property. 4 (saving of) waste 
material that can be used again after being 
processed. с vf save from loss, fire, wreck, etc. 

sal-va-tion /szl'vei{n/ и [0] 1 the act of sav- 
ing, the state of having been saved, from sin 
and its consequences. 2 that which saves a per- 
son from loss, disaster, etc: Government loans 
have been the ~ of several shaky businesses. 
Sal vation 'Army, religious and missionary 
organization for the revival of religion among 
the masses and for helping the poor every- 
where. 

salve /szlv/n 1 [СО] (kinds of) oily medici- 
nal substance used on wounds, sores or burns: 
Yip-~. 2 (fig) something that comforts 
wounded feelings or soothes an uneasy con- 
science. с у! soothe: Л is pointless trying to ~ 
one’s conscience by giving stolen money to char- 
ity. 

sal-ver /'selva(r)/ л [С] (usually silver) tray 
on which servants hand letters, drinks, etc. 

salvo /‘szlvou/ п [С] (р/ ~s ог ~es) the firing 
of a number of guns together as a salute. 

Sa-mari-tan /sa'mzriton/ и person who 
gives practical help to persons in trouble. 

same /seim/ adj, pron (Note: always with the 
except as noted in 5 below.) 1 identical; un- 
changed; not different: He is the ~ age as his 
wife. We have lived in the ~ house for fifty 
years. 2 the same... that/as: He uses the ~ 
books that you do|the ~ books as you. 3 (used 
with a clause introduced by that, where, who, 
etc): Put the book back in the ~ place where 
you found it. 4 (used as a pronoun) the same 
thing: We must all say the ~. And I would do 
the ~ again. Same ‘here, the same applies 
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to me. And the same to you, | hope you ex- 
perience the same thing. at the same time, 
> time'(6). ne and the 'same, absolute- 
ly the same: Jekyll and Hyde were one and the 
~ person. be all/just the same to, make 
no difference to: You can do it now or leave it 
nil later; it’s all the ~ to me. соте/атоит 
to the ,same 'thing, have the same result, 
meaning, etc: You may pay cash or by cheque; 
it comes to the ~ thing. 5 (with this, that, these, 
those) already thought of, mentioned or 
referred to: On the Monday I didn’t go to work. 
On that ~ day, the office was bombed. 0 adv in 
the same way: Old people do not feel the ~ 
about these things as the younger generation. 
allthe same, г> all’. 
same-ness, the condition of being the same, 
(and so being uninteresting through absence 
of variety). 

samo-var /'semova:(r)/ п [С] metal urn used 
in Russia for boiling water for tea. 

sam-pan /'sempen/ п [С] small, flat- 
bottomed boat used in the Far East. 

sample /'sa:mp! US: 'sem-/ п [С] specimen; 
one of a number, part of a whole, taken to 
show what the rest is like. а vt take a sample 
of; test a part of: sampling the quality of the 
wine. 

sana-tor-ium /|,szno'to:riam/ и [С] (р! ~s) 
establishment for the treatment of people who 
are ill, esp convalescents. 

sanc-tify /'senktifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) make 
holy; observe as sacred. 

sanc-ti-moni-ous /,senkti'mounies/ adj 
making a show (often insincere) of sanctity. 
sanc-ti-moni-ous:ly adv 

sanc:tion /'senk{n/ n 1 [U] right or permis- 
sion given by authority to do something: 
translate a book without the ~ of the author. 2 
[U] approval, encouragement (of behaviour, 
etc), by general custom or tradition. 3 [C] 
penalty esp as used by several States together 
against a country violating international law: 
apply economic ~s against a country. 4 [С] 
reason for obeying a rule, etc: The best moral 
~ is that of conscience. п vt give a sanction to: 
Torture should never be ~ed. 

sanc-tity /'senktoti/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [0] hoh- 
ness; sacredness; saintliness: break the ~ of an 
oath. 2 (pl) sacred obligations, feelings. 

sanc-tu-ary /'senktfoeri US: -цеп/ п (pl 
-ies) 1 [C] holy or sacred place, esp a church, 
temple or mosque. 2 [C] sacred place (eg the 
altar of a church) where, in former times, a 
person running away from the law, etc could 
by Church law, take refuge; place of refuge: 
This little town used to be a perfect ~ for fugi- 
tives. 3 [Ч] (right of offering such) freedom 
from arrest: to seek/be offered ~. 4 [С] area 
where by law it is forbidden to kill birds, rob 
their nests, etc to shoot animals, etc: a'dbird-~. 

sand /send/ n 1 [U] (mass of) finely crushed 
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rock as seen on the seashore, in river-beds, de- 
serts, etc. 2 (often p/) expanse of sand (on the 
seashore or a desert). а vt 1 cover, sprinkle, 
with sand. 2 make smooth by using sand- 
paper. 
'sand-bag, bag filled with sand used in 
groups as a defensive wall (in war, against ris- 
ing flood-water, etc). 
'sand-bank, bank of sand in a river or the 
sea. 
'sand-bar, long bank of sand at the mouth of 
a river or harbour. 
'sand-blast, vt send a jet of sand against eg 
stonework, to clean it, or against glass to 
make a design on it. 
‘sand dune, hill of sand (as in the desert). 
'sand-fly, kind found on seashores. 
'sand-glass, glass with two bulbs contain- 
ing enough sand to take a definite time in pass- 
ing from one bulb to the other. 
'sand-paper, strong paper with sand glued 
to it, used for rubbing rough surfaces smooth. 
о vt make smooth with sandpaper. 
'sand-piper, small bird living in wet, sandy 
places near streams. 
'sand-pit, enclosure with sand for children 
to play in. 
'‘sand-stone, type of rock formed of sand. 
'sand-storm, storm in a sandy desert with 
clouds of sand raised by the wind. 
sandy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) covered with, of, 
sand: а ~y beach. (b) (of hair, etc) yellowish- 
red. 

san-dal /'szndl/ n [С] (also a pair of ~s) kind 
of shoe made of a sole with straps to hold it on 
the foot. 

san-dal-wood /'sendlwud/ п [9] hard, 
sweet-smelling wood; its perfume. 

sand-wich /'senwid3 US: -witS/ п [С] two 
slices of bread with meat, salad, etc between: 
ham|chicken|cheese ~es. a vt put (one thing or 
person) between two others, esp when there is 
little space: J was ~ed between two fat men on 
the bus. 
'sandwich-board, structure with two 
boards hung over the shoulders displaying 
advertisements. 
‘sandwich course, course of study, eg at a 
polytechnic, between periods of practical 
work in industry. 

sane /sein/ adj (-r, -st) 1 mentally healthy; 
not mad. 2 sensible: a ~ policy; ~ judgement. 
sane-ly adv 

sang /szn/ pt of sing. 

san-gui-nary /'sengwinor US: -пеп/ adj 
(formal) 1 with much killing or wounding: a~ 
battle. 2 delighting in cruel acts: а ~ ruler. 

san-guine /'sengwin/ adj (formal) 1 hope- 
ful; optimistic: ~ of success. 2 having a red 
complexion. 

Sani-tar-ium /,sznr'teariam/ и [С] (pl ~s) 
(US) sanatorium: health resort. 


sandal /satellite 


sant-tary /'senitri US: -ter1/ adj 1 clean; free 
from dirt which might cause disease: ~ condi- 
tions. 2 of, concerned with, the protection of 
(public) health: a'~ inspector. 

‘sanitary towel/napkin, absorbent pad 
used during menstruation. 

sani-ta-tion jsezni'tefn/ п [U] arrange- 
ments to protect public health, esp the dispo- 
sal of sewage. 

san-ity /'senoti/ 1 [0] 1 health of mind. 2 
soundness of judgement. 

sank /sxnk/ pt of sink?. 

Santa Claus /,senta ‘klo:z US: 'sente klo:z/ 
п the person who, small children are told, 
brings them toys by night at Christmas. 

sap' /sxp/ n [С] tunnel or covered trench 
made to get nearer to the enemy. с vé,vi (-pp-) 
1 make a sap ог saps. 2 (fig) destroy or weaken 
(a person’s health, strength, energy, faith, 
confidence, etc): The climate ~ped his health. 
The criticism ~ ped his confidence. 

sap? /sep/ n [0] 1 liquid in a plant, carrying 
food to all parts. 2 (fig) (anything that pro- 
vides) strength or energy. 

sap-ling /'seplin/ п [К] young tree. 

sap-phire /'szfaia(r)/ 1 [C] bright blue pre- 
cious stone. 2[U] (often as an adjective) bright 
blue colour. 

sar-casm /'sa:kz2zam/ п [U] (use of) remarks 
intended to hurt the feelings; [С] such a re- 
mark. 
sar-cas-tic /sa‘kestik/ adj of, using, sar- 
casm. 
sar-cas-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

sar-copha-gus /sa“kofagas/ п [С] (pt -gi 
/-ga1/ or ~es) stone coffin. 

sar-dine jsa:'di:n/ n [С] small fish (usually 
preserved and tinned in oil or tomato sauce). 
packed fike sardines, closely crowded 
together. 

sar-donic /sa:'donik/ adj scornful; cynical: а 
~ smile. 
sar-doni-cally /-kli/ adv 

sari /'sa:ri/ п [С] (pl ~s) length of cotton or 
silk cloth draped round the body, worn by 
Hindu women. 

sa-rong /so'ron US: -'ra:n/ п [С] tong strip of 
cotton or silk material worn round the middle 
of the body by Malays and Javanese. 

sash /sz{/ n [С] long strip of cloth worn 
round the waist or over one shoulder for orna- 
ment or as part ofa uniform. 
sash window, one with a frame that slides 
up and down on ropes. 

sat /szxt/ pt,pp of sit. 

Satan /'sertn/ n the Devil. 

Sa-tanic /sa'tenik US. sei-/ adj of, like, the 
Devil. 

satchel /'sztJai/ л [С] bag with a tong strap 
for carrying school books. 

sate /seit/ vi = satiate. 

sat-el-lite /'sxtalast/ п [С] 1 small body mov- 


Ssatiable/save 


ing in orbit round a planet; moon. 2 artificial 
object, eg a spacecraft put in orbit round a 
planet, etc: comymuni'cations ~, for sending 
back to the earth telephone messages, radio 
and TV signals. 3 (fig) (often used as an adjec- 
tive) person, state, depending on and АВЕ 
the lead from another. 

sati-able /'seifabi/ adj (formal) that can be 
fully satisfied. 

sati-ate /'seifieit/ vt (formal) satisfy fully or 
too much: be ~d with food|pleasure. 

sat-iety /so'taioti/ и [U] (formal) condition of 
being satiated. | 

satin /'setin US: 'seton/ п [0] silk material 
shiny сп one side: (as an adjective) ~ ribbons. 
о adj smooth like satin. 

sat-ire /'sztaio(r)/ п 1 [U] form of writing, 
drama, etc making a person, idea, appear 
foolish or absurd. 2 [С] piece of writing that 
does this. 
&a-tiri-cal /sa'tinikl]/ adj 

$a-tiri-cally /-kli/ adv 
Sat-ir-ist /'sztorist/ п [С] person who writes 
or uses Satire. 
sat-ir-ize (also -ise) /'setaraiz/ vi attack with 
satire; describe satirically. 

sat-is-fac-tion /,sztis'fekfn/ п 1 [U] the 
state of being satisfied, pleased or contented; 
act of satisfying: have the ~ of being successful 
in.life. 2 [С] (with a, an, but rarely р/) some- 
thing that satisfies: /1 is а great ~ to know that 
he is well again. 3 [Ц] (opportunity of getting) 
revenge or compensation for an injury or in- 
sult: The angry man demanded ~ but the other 
refused it, would neither apologize nor fight. 

sat-is-fac-tory /,sztis'fektor/ adj 1 giving 
pleasure or satisfaction: a ~ holiday. 2 good 
enough for a purpose: Will these shoes be ~ 
for along walk? 
sat-is-fac-tor-ily /-ali/ adv 


sat-isfy /'sztisfai/ vi,vi (pt,pp -ied) 1 make 


contented; give (a person) what he wants or 
needs: Nothing satisfies him; he’s always com- 
plaining. 2 be enough for (one’s needs); be 
equal to (what one hopes for or desires): ~ 
one’s hunger. 3 make free from doubt: He sat- 
isfied me that he would come. 

sat-is-fy-ing adj giving satisfaction: a ~ing 
meal. 

satu-rate /'sztforeit/ уг 1 make thoroughly 
wet; soak with moisture: We were caught in the 
rain and came home ~+d. 2 cause to absorb like 
water: be ~d with sunshine. 3 be unable to take 
any more: The market for used cars is ~d. 4 
(chem) cause (one substance) to absorb the 
greatest possible amount of another: a ~d 
solution of salt. 


satu-ra-tion /,sztfa'reifn/ n [U] state of be- 


ing saturated. 
»satu'ration point, the stage beyond which 
no more can be absorbed. 

Sat-ur-day /'sxtadi/ п the seventh and last 
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day of the week. 

Sat-urn /'szton/ n 1 (astron) large planet en- 
circled by rings. 2 (in Roman myth) god of 
agriculture. 

satyr /'seta(r)/ и (Greek and Roman myth) 
god of the woods, half man and half animal. 

sauce /so:s/ n 1 [C,U] (kind of) (semi-)liquid 
preparation served with food to give flavour: 
spaghetti and tomato ~. 2 [0] (informal) im- 
pudence (usually more amusing than annoy- 
ing): What ~! How rude! 
sauc-ily adv impudently. 
saucy adj (-ier, -iest) impudent. 

sauce-pan /'so:spen US: -pen/ и [С] deep 
metal cooking pot with a lid anda handle. 

saucer /'so:sa(r)/ п [С] small curved dish on 
which acup stands. > flying saucer. 

sauer-kraut /заоэКгао/ п [U] (Ger) 
chopped, pickled cabbage. 

sauna /'sauno/ п [C] (p/ ~s) (building for a) 
steam bath. 

saun-ter /'so:nta(r)/ vi walk in a leisurely 
way: ~ along Oxford Street window-shopping. 
ол [С] quiet, unhurried walk or pace. 

saus-age /'spsid3 US: 'so:s-/ и [U] chopped 
up meat, etc flavoured and stuffed into a cas- 
ing or tube of thin skin; [С] one section of such 
a tube. 


‘isausage-dog, (GB с ав dachs- 
hund. 

'sausage-meat, meat minced for making 
sausages. 


sausage 'roll, piece of sausage-meat baked 
in pastry. 

sauté /'ssute: US. sau'te:/ adj (Fr) (of food) 
quickly fried in a little fat: ~ potatoes. в vt fry 
food in this way. 

sav-age /'sevid3/ adj 1 in a primitive or unci- 
vilized state: ~ people/tribes/countries. 2 
fierce; cruel: а ~ dog/attack; ~ criticism. о п 
[С] member of a primitive tribe living by hunt- 
ing and fishing. о vi attack, bite, etc: а lion say- 
aging its trainer. 
sav-age-ly аду 
sav-agery /'sevid3ri/ п [0] the state of being 
savage; savage behaviour. 

sa-vanna(h) /so'vena/ п [С] treeless plain, 
eg in tropical America and parts of W Afnica. 
(Note: compare prairie, N America, and pam- 
pas, S America.) 

save’ /serv/ vi,vi 1 make or keep sate (trom 
loss, injury, etc): ~ her from drowning; ~ his 
life. save (one’s) face, > !асе'(2). save 
one’s skin, © skin(1). 2 keep for future 
use: ~ (up) money for a holiday; ~ some of the 
meat for tomorrow. Не is saving himseifjsaving 
his strength for the swim back. save for a 
rainy day, © rainy. 3 free (a person) from 
the need of using: That will ~ you 50 pence a 
week [а lot of trouble. 4 (in the Christian reli- 
gion) set free from the power of (or the eternal 
punishment for) sin: Jesus Christ came into the 
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world to ~ sinners. a п [С] (in football, etc) act 
of preventing the scoring of a goal: Banks 
made such a brilliant ~ in Brazil. 

saver, (a) person who saves (money) (b) 
means of saving: This device is a useful 'time- 
~r. 

Sav-ing adj (esp) that compensates. saving 
‘grace, good quality in a person whose other 
qualities are not all good. on 1 [С] way of sav- 
ing; amount saved: a useful saving of time and 


money. 2 (pl) money saved up: keep one’s sav- - 


ings in the post office. 
‘Savings account, (with a bank) on which 
interest is paid. 
'savings-bank, bank which holds, and gives 
interest on, smail savings. 

save’ /seiv/ (also sav-ing /'servin/) prep 
(dated) except: all ~ him. 

sav-iour (US = -ior) /'servia(r)/ п [С] 1 per- 
son who rescues or saves a person from dan- 
ger. 2 The S~, Our S~, Jesus Christ. 

sa-vour (US = -vor) /'serva(r)/ п [C,U] 1 
taste or flavour (of something): soup witha ~ 
of garlic. 2 (fig) quality (of): His political views 
have a ~~ of Facism. a vi have the quality (of): 
His speech ~s of a humane approach. 

sa-voury (US = -vory) /'servari/ adj 1 hav- 
ing an appetizing taste or smell. 2 having а salt 
or sharp, not a sweet, taste: а ~ omelette. an 
[С] (p!-ies) savoury dish, biscuit, etc. 

Sa-voy -/so'voi/ п [СЧ] (kind of) winter cab- 
bage with wrinkled leaves. 

saw’ /so:/ pt of see’. 

saw? /so:/ п [С] (kinds of) tool with a sharp- 
toothed edge, for cutting wood, metal, в vt,vi 
(pt ~ed, pp ~n /so:n/ and (US) ~ed) 1 cut 
with, use, a saw: ~ wood; ~ a log in two. saw 
sth off, cut off with a saw: ~ a branch off a 
tree. saw Sth up, cut into pieces with a saw. 
2 capable of being sawn: This wood ~ easily. 
'saw-dust, tiny bits of wood falling off when 
wood 1$ being sawn. 
'saw-mill, factory with power-operated 
saws. 
saw-yer /'so:ja(r)/, man whose work is saw- 
ing wood. 

saxo-phone /'seksofoun/ пл [С] brass 
musical wind-instrument with a reed in the 
mouthpiece and keys for the fingers. 
sax-ophon-ist /szk'spfanist US: 
faunist/, saxophone player. 

say /5е!/ vt,vi (3rd person, present tense says 
/sez/, pt,pp said /sed/) 1 make (a word or re- 
mark); use one’s ordinary voice (not singing, 
etc) to produce (words, sentences): Did you~ 
anything?. He said that his friends name was 
Smith. The boy was ~ing his prayers. that.is 
to say, or to use other words: He’s 15, that is 
10 ~, he’s very young. to say nothing of, > 
nothing. What do you say to...? What do 
you think about...: What do you ~ to a walk] 
to playing tennis? When all is said and 


Iseekso- 
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done, after all (the effort to convince a per- 
son): He thinks he is brilliant but when all is 
said and done, he’s only an ordinary student. 
You can say 'that again! (informal) 1 
agree. You don't say! (informal) (used to 
express surprise when hearing news, etc). go 
without saying, © go without. say no 
mere, you need not add anything because I 
agree. say so, say what you think, feel: /f you 
think I have lied to you, ~ so. say the word; 
say a good word for, © word(2). 2 state: 
It ~s here that he was killed. They say/It is 
said (that), (used to introduce rumours): 
They — ИГ; said that he’s a thief. 3 make 
known information: She spoke for an hour but 
didn’t ~ much. 4 form and give an opinion 
concerning: There is no ~ing when peace will 
be achieved. and so say all of us, that is the 
opinion of us all. 5 estimate: You could speak 
English т, let's ~, six weeks. be hard to say, 
be difficult to estimate. o n (only in the follow- 
ing) have/say one’s say, express one’s 
opinion; state one’s views: Let him have his ~. 
have/be allowed a/no/not much, etc 
say in the matter, have some/no/not much 
right or opportunity to share in a discussion, 
express one’s opinions, etc: He wasn’t allowed 
much ~ in choosing his holiday. 

say-ing /'seun/ п [С] remark often made: 
well-known phrase, proverb, etc: ‘More haste, 
less speed , as the ~ goes. 

scab /skzb/ п [С] 1 dry crust formed over-a 
wound or sore. 2 (informal) workman who re- 
fuses to join a strike, or his trade union, or 
who takes a striker’s place. 
scabby adj (-ier, -iest) having scabs(1). 

scab-bard /'skzbod/ м [С] sheath for the 
blade of a sword, etc. 

sca-bies /'skeibi:z/ п [U] kind of skin disease 
causing itching. 

scaf-fold /'skzfauld/ п [С] 1 structure put 
up for workmen and materials around a build- 
ing which is being erected or repaired. 2 plat- 
form on which criminals are executed: go to 
the ~, be executed. 
scaf-fold-ing /'skzfaldin/ п [9] (materials 
for a) scaffold(1) (eg poles and planks). 

scald /sko:ld/ vt 1 burn with hot liquid or 
steam: ~ one’s hand with hot fat. 2 clean (in- 
struments, etc) with boiling water or steam. с 
п [С] injury to the skin from hot liquid or 
steam. 

scale’ /skeil/ n 1 [С] one of the thin over- 
lapping pieces of hard material that cover the 
skin of many fish, etc: scrape the ~s off a.her- 
ring. 2 [С] piece like a scale, eg a flake of skin 
that loosens and comes off the body in some 
diseases, a flake of rust on iron. 3 [U] chalky 
deposit inside boilers, kettles, waterpipes, etc 
(fromthe lime in hard water). 4 [0] deposit of 
tartar on teeth. о vt,vi 1 cut or scrape scales 
from (eg fish). 2 scale off, come off in flakes: 


scale / саге 


paini/ plaster scaling off a wall. 
scaly adj (-ier, -iest}) covered with, commg 
offin, scales: a kettle scaly with rust. 

scale? /skeil/ n[C}1 series of marks at regular 
intervals for the purpose of measuring (as опа 
ruler or a thermometer): ft has one ~ in Centi- 
grade and another in Fahrenheit. 2 ruler o1 
other tool or instrument marked in this way. 3 
system of units for measuring: the ‘decimal ~. 
4 arrangement in steps or degrees: a ~ of 
wages. > sliding scale. 5 proportion between 
the size of something and the map, diagram, 


ete which represents it: а map on the ~ of ten’ 


kilometres to the centimetre. drawn to 
scale, with a uniform reduction or enlarge- 
ment. 6 relative size, extent, etc: They are pre- 
paring to demonstrate on a large ~. 7 (music) 
series of tones arranged in order of pitch, esp a 
series of eight starting on a keynote: practise 
~s on the piane. a vt 1 make a copy or гер- 
resentation of, according to a certain scale: ~ 
a mapf{building. 2 scale up/down, 
increase/decrease by a certain proportion: АЙ 
wages/marks were ~d up by 10%. 

scale? /skeil/ п [С] 1 one of the two pans ona 
balance. 2 (pl, or a pair of ~s) simple balance 
or instrument for weighing. 3 any machine for 
weighing: bathroom ~s, for measuring one’s 
weight. с vi weigh: ~ /0 stone. 

scale‘ /skeil/ vt climb up (a wall, cliff, etc). 

scal-lop /'skplop/ п [С] kind of shellfish with 
a hmged double shell. 

scalp /skzlp/ п К} skin and hair of the head, 
excluding the face. o vf cut the scatp off. 

sca!-pel /'skzipal/ я [С] small, light kmife 
used by surgeons. 

scamp /skemp/ п К] (dated) (used playfully 
of a child) rascal. 

scan-per /'skezmpa(r)/ vi (of small animals, 
eg mice, rabbits, when frightened, or of chil- 
dren and dogs at play) run quickly. оп К} 
short, guick run. 

scampi /'skempi/ п pi (used with a sing verb) 
large prawns. 

scan /sken/ угу; (-nn-) 1 look at attentively 
or over every part of: The shipwrecked sailor 
~ned the horizan anxiously every morning. 2 
(modern use) glance at quickly but not very 
thoroughly: He ~ned the newspaper while hav- 
ing his breakfast. 3 test the rhythm of (a line of 
verse). 4 (of verse) be composed so that it can 
be scanned: This line does по] not ~. The 
verses ~ well. 5 (TV) prepare (a picture) for 
transmission (by separating its elements of 
light and shade. 6 (radar) pass electronic 
beams across an area in search of something. 
scan-sion /skznf{n/ п [U] scanning of verse; 
the way verse scans. 

scan-dal /'skendl/ n 1 [C,U} (action, behavi- 
our, etc that causes) general shock, anger, op 
position: К] shameful or disgraceful action: 
The way they treat the poor is а ~. 2 (U) care- 
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less or unkind talk which damages a person’s 
reputation: Most of us enjoy a bit of ~. 
'scandal-monger /-manga(r)/, person who 
20551рб. 

scan-dal-ize (also -ise) /-а17/ vt offend the 
moral feelings of: ~ize the neighbours by sun- 
bathing in the nude. 

scan-dal-ous /-as/ adj (a) disgraceful; 
shocking. (b) (of reports, rumours) contain- 
ing scandal. (с) (of persons) fond of gossip- 
ing. 

scan-dai-ous-ly ady in a scandalous way. 

scan-sion }'sken{n/ > scan. 

scant /skent/ adj (having) hardly enough: 
pay ~ attention to her advice. 

scantily /-ali/ adv in a scanty manner: ~ily 
dressed. 

scanty adj (-ier, -iest) (opposite of ample) 
small in size or amount; only just large 
enough: а ~y bikini. 

scape-goat /'skeipgout/ nm [С] person 
blamed or punished for the mistake(s) or 
wrong acts of another or others. 

scap-ula /'skepjula/ п [C} (pi ~s) (anat) = 
shoulder-blade. 

scar /ska:(r)/ п К] 1 mark remaining on the 
surface (of skin, etc) as the result of injury or 
illness. 2 (fig) mark or effect of suffering, bad 
planning, etc: Mining that leaves a ~ on the 
countryside. в vt,vi (-rr-) 1 mark with a scar: а 
face ~red by smallpox. 2 (fig) mark with ef- 
fects of suffering, etc: the ~s of war in many 
European towns. 3 form scars: The cut on his 
forehead ~red over. 

scarab /'skzrab/ п [С] 1 kinds of beetle, esp 
one regarded as sacred in ancient Egypt. 2 
ornament, etc in the shape of a scarab. 

scarce /skeas/ adj (-r, -$) 1 (opposite of 
plentiful) not ауаНаЫе т sufficient quantity; 
not equal to the demand: Jobs are ~ this 
month. 2 rare: a ~~ book. 

scarcity /'skeasoti/ м [C,U} (pl -ies) occa- 
sion, state of being scarce; smallness of supply 
compared with demand: The scarcity of fruit 
was caused by the drought. 

scarce-ly /'skeasli/ adv barely; not quite; al- 
most not: There were ~ a hundred people 
present. 1 ~ know him. 

scare /5Кез(г)/ vt,vi frighten; become afraid: 
The dogs ~d the thief away. He was ~d by the 
thunder. He ~s easilylis easily ~d. He feels 
~edat night. She’s ~ed of the dark. scare sb 
stiff, (informal) make him very afraid, ner- 
vous: He’s ~d stiff of women. scare sb out 
of his wits, make him extremely frightened: 
The sound of footsteps outside the door ~d her 
out of her wits. о п [С feeling, state, of alarm: 
The news caused a war ~, a fear that war might 
break out. 

'scare-crow, figure of a man т oid clothes, 
set ap to scare birds away from crops. 
'scare-monger /-mangar)/, person who 
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spreads alarming news. 
scary /'skear{ adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) 
causing alarm. 

scarf /ska:f/ п [С] (ф/ scarves /ska:vz/ or ~s) 
long strip of material (silk, wool, etc) worn 
over the shoulders, round the neck or (by 
women) over the hair. 

зсаг- Фу /'skerifai/ vt (pt.pp -ied) (in surgery) 
make small cuts in, cut off skin, from. 

scar-let /'ska:let/ п [U], adj bright red. go 
scarlet, blush deeply. 
scarlet 'fever, infectious disease with red 
marks on the skin. 
scarlet 'runner, kind of bean plant. 
scarlet ‘woman, (old use) prostitute. 

scarp /ska:p/ [C] steep slope. 

scat /skzt/ int (dated sl) Go away! 

scath-ing /5Кеби}/ adj (of criticism, etc) 
severe; harsh: a ~ review of anew book. 
scath-ing-ly adv 

scat-ter /'skzta(r)/ vt,vi 1 send, go, in differ- 
ent directions: The police ~ed the crowd. The 
crowd ~ed. 2 throw or put in various direc- 
tions: ~ seed. a п [С] that-which is scattered; 
sprinkling: a~ of hailstones. 
'scatter-brain, person who cannot keep his 
thoughts on one subject for long. Hence, 
'scatter-brained adj 
scat-tered adj not situated together: a few 
~ed villages. 

scatty /'skzti/ adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) 
behaving as if mad: a ~ woman. drive sb 
scatty, cause him to become mad. 

scav-enge /'skzvind3/ vt,vi act as а scav- 
enger: scavenging in dustbins. 

scav-en-ger /'skzvind3a(r)/ м [С] 1 animal 
or bird, eg a vulture, that lives on decaying 
flesh. 2 person who looks among rubbish for 
food, useful things. 

scen-ario /si'na:rioo US: -'ner-/ п {С] (pi 
~S) written outline of a play, an opera, a film, 
with details of the scenes, etc. 

scene /si:n/[C]1 place of an actual or imag- 
ined event: the ~ of a great battle. The ~ of the 
novel is set in Scotland. 2 description of an in- 
cident, or of part of a person’s life; incident in 
real life suitable for such a description: There 
were distressing ~s when the earthquake oc- 
curred. 3 (incident characterized by an) emo- 
tional outburst: She made a ~/We hadaw~ 
when I arrived late. 4 view; something seen: 
The boats in the harbour make a beautiful ~. 
change of scene, new surroundings. 5 
(abbr Sc) one of the parts, shorter than an act, 
into which some plays and operas are divided; 
episode within such a part: ‘Macbeth’, Act II, 
Sc 1. 6 place represented on the stage of a 
theatre; the painted background, woodwork, 
canvas, etc representing such a place: The ~s 
are changed during the intervals. behind the 
scenes, (а) out of sight of the audience; 
behind the stage. (b) (fig) (of a person) influ- 
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encing events secretly; having private or secret 
information and influence. come on the 
scene, (usually fig) appear. 7 (informal) area 
of what is currently fashionable or notable: 
the 'drug ~ in big cities. 


'scene-painter, person who paints 
scenery(2). 
'scene-shifter, person who changes the 
scenes (6). 


scen-ery /'si:nori/ и [0] 1 general natural 
features of a district, eg mountains, plains, 
valleys, forests: mountain ~, stop to admire the 
~. 2 the furnishings, painted canvas, etc used 
on the stage of a theatre. 

scenic /'si:nik/ adj of scenery: а ~ highway 
across the Alps; ~ effects, eg ina fikm. 
sceni-cally /-kli/ adv 

scent /sent/ x 1 [U] smell, esp of something 
pleasant: а rose that has по ~. 2 [С] particular 
kind of smell: ~s of lavender and rosemary. 3 
[U] perfume: а bottle о} ~; а '~-bottle. 4 {С] 
(usually sing) smell left by (the track of) an 
animal: followjlose/recover the ~. off/on 
the scent, not having/having the right clue. 
put/throw sb off the scent, (fig) mislead 
him by giving false information. 5 [U] sense of 
smell (in dogs): hunt by ~. с vt 1 learn the 
presence of by smell: The dog ~ed a rat. 2 be- 
gin to suspect the presence or existence of: ~ a 
crime; ~ treachery|trouble. 3 put scent on; 
make fragrant: ~ a handkerchief; roses that ~~ 
the air. 

scep-ter /‘septa(r)/n = sceptre. 

scep-tic (US = skep-tik) /'skeptik/ n {C]1 
person who doubts the truth of a particular 
саит, theory, belief, etc. 2 person who doubts 
the truth of the Christian religion or of all 
religions. 
scep-ti-cal (US = skep-) /-kl/ adj im the 
habit of not believing, of questioning the trath 
of claims, statements, etc. 
scep:ti-caily (US = skep-) /-kli/ adv 
scep-ti-cism (US = skep-) /'‘skeptisizam/n 
[9] doubting state of mind, attitude. 

sceptre (US = scep-ter) /'septa(r)/ п [С] 
rod or staff carried by a ruler as a symbol of 
power or authority. 

sched-ule /'{edju:l US: 'skedgal/ п [С] list or 
statement of details, esp of times for domg 
things; programme or timetable for work: a 
pro'duction ~, eg in a factory; a full ~, а busy 
programme. on/behind schedule, on/not 
on time: The train arrived on -~. (according) 
to schedufle, as planned. о vt1 make, put in, 
a schedule: ~d flights, (eg of aircraft) flying 
according to announced timetables. > chart- 
er(2). 2 enter in a list of arrangements: The 
President 15 ~d to make a speech tomorrow. 

sche-matic /ski:'metik/ adj 1 of the nature 
of ascheme or plan. 2 (shown) in a diagram. 
sche-mati-cally /-kl1/ adv 

scheme /ski:m/ п [С] 1 arrangement; or- 
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dered system: a 'colour ~, eg for a room, so 
that colours of walls, rugs, curtains, etc 
match. 2 plan or design (for work or activity): 
a~ for manufacturing paper from straw. 3 se- 
cret and dishonest plan: a ~ to avoid paying 
taxes. п vi,vt 1 make a (esp dishonest) scheme: 
They ~d to аееа рог the overthrow of the 
government. 2 make plans for (esp something 
dishonest): a scheming ( = crafty) young man. 
schemer, person who schemes. 

schism /'sizom or 'skizam/ и [U] (offence of 
causing the) division of an organization (esp a 
Church) into two or more groups; [C] instance 
of such separation. 

schis-matic /siz'mztik or skiz'metik/ adj 

schizo-phrenia /,skitsou'fri:nio/ и [U] type 
of mental disorder with no association be- 
tween the intellectual processes and actions. 
schizo-phrenic /,skitsou'frenik/ adj of, suf- 
fering from, schizophrenia. о п [С] person suf- 
fering from schizophrenia. 

schnor-kel /'sno:kl/ = snorkel. 

scholar /'skplo(r)/ п [C] 1 (dated) boy or girl 
at school. 2 student who, after a competitive 
examination or other means of selection, is 
awarded money or other help so that he may 
attend school or college: British Council ~s. 3 
person with much knowledge (usually of a 
particular subject): Professor X, the famous 
Greek ~. 4 (informal) person able to read and 
write: Гт not much ofa~. 
schol-ar-ly adj having or showing much 
learning; of or suitable for a scholar(3); fond 
of learning: а ~ly translation| young woman. 

schol.ar-ship /'skplofip/n1 [О] learning or 
knowledge obtained by study; proper concern 
for scholarly methods. 2 [C] payment of 
money, eg a yearly grant to a scholar(2) so 
that he may continue his studies: win a ~ to the 
university. 

schol-as-tic /ska'lestik/ adj 1 (dated) of 
schools and education: the ~ profession, 
teaching. 2 connected with the learning of the 
Middle Ages, esp when men argued over small 
points of dogma. 

school!" /sku:l/ 1 1 [С] institution for educat- 
ing children: 'primary and ‘secondary ~s. 2 
(not with the,a or an) process of being educat- 
ed in a school: '~ age, between the ages of 
starting and finishing school. [5 he old enough 
for ~/jto go to ~? He left ~ when he was fif- 
teen. 3 (not with the, a or an) time when teach- 
ing is given; lessons: S~ begins at Yam. There 
will be no ~ (= no lessons) tomorrow. 4 (with 
the) а] the pupils in a school: The whole ~ 
hopes that its football team will win. 5 [С] de- 
partment or division of a university for the 
study of a particular subject: the 'Law/ 
'Medical S~; the S~ of Dentistry. 6 [С] (GB) 
branch of study for which separate examina- 
tions are given in a university: the 'History ~. 
-7 [С] (fig) circumstances or occupation that 
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provides discipline or instruction: the hard ~ 
of experience. 8 [С] group of persons who are 
followers or imitators of an artist, a philo- 
sopher, etc: the 'Dutch ~ of painting. the 
same school of thought, the same way of 
thinking; agreement. 9 [C] group of persons 
having the same characteristics. > old 
school. о vt train; control; discipline: ~ a 
horse; ~ one’s temper. 

'school-bag, for carrying school books, 
equipment. 

'school-book, (dated) textbook. 
'school-boy, boy at school: (used as an ad- 
jective) ~boy slang. 
'schcol-days, time of being at school: /ook 
back on one’s ~-days with pleasure. 
'school-girl, girl at school. 
'school-house, building of a school in a vil- 
lage. 

school-ing, education (the usual word): Не 
had very little ~ing. 
Ischool-master/-mistress, teacher (esp in 
a private or old-fashioned school). 
'school-mate, boy, girl, at the same school. 
'school teacher, person who teaches in a 
school. 
'school-time, lesson time at school. 

school? /sku:l/ п [С] large number (of fish) 
swimming together. 

schoo-ner /'sku:na(r)/ п [С] 1 kind of 
sailing-ship with two or more masts. 2 tall 
drinking-glass. 

schwa /jwa:/ п [С] (p/ ~s) the symbol /э/ as 
used in phonetic notation. 

science /'saions/ n 1 [0] knowledge arrang- 
ed in an orderly manner, esp knowledge ob- 
tained by observation and the testing of facts; 
effort to find such knowledge: S~ is an exact 
discipline, demands complete accuracy and 
precision. 2 [C,U] branch of such knowledge, 
eg physics. study ~/the ~s at school. > ap- 
plied / natural / political / physical / social 
science. © also art'(2). 
iscience ‘fiction, stories about recent ог 
imagined scientific discoveries and advances. 
scien-tist /'sarantist/, student of, expert in, 
one of the natural or physical sciences. 

scien-ti-fic /,saron'tifik/ adj of, for, connect- 
ed with, used in, science; guided by the rules of 
science: ~ methods, ~ instruments. 
scien-ti-fi-cally /-kli/ adv 

scimi-tar /'simita(r)/ п [С] oriental, curved 
sword. 

scin-til-late Лзшшец/ vi 1 sparkle. 2 (fig) 
talk cleverly: scintillating conversation. 
scin-til-la-tion /,sinti'lerfn/n[U] 

scis-sors /'sizaz/ и р/ (also а pair of ~s) in- 
strument with two blades which cut as they 
come together: Where are ту ~? 

scoff' /skof US: sko:f/ vi say disrespectful 
things, eg about religion. оп [С] 1 scoffing re- 
mark. 2 object of ridicule. 
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scoffer, person who scoffs. 

scoff? /skof US: sko:f/ vt (sl) eat greedily: 
Who’s ~ed all the pastries? 

scold /skould/ vt,vi 1 blame with angry 
words: ~ a child for being lazy. 2 complain: 
She’s always ~ ing. an[C] woman who scolds. 
scold-ing n [C] complaint using angry 
words: get/give her a ~ ing for being late. 

scol-lcp /'skplap/n = scailop. 

scone /5Коп US: skaun/ n [С] soft, flat cake 
of oatmeal or flour, etc baked quickly. 

scoop /sku:p/ n[C] 1 (sorts of) short-handled 
tool like a shovel for taking up and moving 
quantities of grain, flour, sugar, etc. 2 motion 
of, or as of, using a scoop: at one ~, in one 
single movement of a scoop. 3 (informal) piece 
of news obtained and published by one news- 
paper before its competitors. 4 (commerce) 
large profit from sudden luck. о vt 1 scoop 
sth out/up., lift with, or as with, a scoop. 2 
make (a hole, groove, etc) with, or as with, a 
scoop: ~ out a hole in the sand. 3 (informal) get 
(news, a profit, etc) as a scoop(3), :He ~ed the 
market. 

scoot /sku:t/ vi(informal) = scram. 

scooter /'sku:to(r)/ п [С] 1 (also 'motor-~) 
motor-bike with a low seat and a small engine. 
2 child’s toy, an L-shaped vehicle with small 
wheels, one foot being used to steer it and the 
other to move it by pushing against the 
ground. 

scope /5Кэор/ п [0] 1 opportunity: work that 
gives ~ for one’s abilities. 2 range of action or 
observation: Economics is beyond the ~ of a 
child s mind. 

scorch /sko:tf/ vt,vi 1 burn or discolour the 
surface of (something) by dry heat; cause to 
dry up (and die): You ~ed my shirt when you 
ironed it. The long, hot summer ~ed the grass. 
2 become discoloured, etc with heat. ол [С] 
brown mark on the surface of something (esp 
cloth) made by dry heat. 
scorcher, something that scorches: Yester- 
day was а ^хег, а very hot day. 
scorch-ing adj very hot. о adv: ~ing hot, 
extremely hot. 

score' /sko:(r)/ п [С] 1 cut, scratch or notch 
made on a surface: ~s on rock. 2 mark made 
by whipping. 3 pay/settle an old score, 
get even with a person for past offences; have 
one’s revenge: / have some old ~s to settle with 
him. 4 (record of) points, goals, runs, etc made 
by a player or team in sport: The ~ in the ten- 
nis final was 6—4, 3—6, 7—5. The half-time ~ 
(eg football) was 2—1. keep the score, 
keep a record of the score as it 15 made. 5 
reason; account. on 'that score, as far as 
that point is concerned: You need have no an- 
xiety on that ~. 6 copy of orchestral, etc music 
showing what each instrument is to play, each 
voice to sing: follow the ~ while listening to 
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three ~ and ten, 70, the normal length of hu- 
man life according to the Bible. scores of 
times, very often. 8 (s/) remark or act by 
which a person gains an advantage for himself 
in an argument, etc: a politician whe is clever at 
making ~s off opponents. 
'score-board/-book/-card, one on which 
the score is recorded. 

score? /5Ко:(г)/ vt,vi 1 mark with scratches, 
cuts, lines, etc: Den't ~ the floor by pushing 
heavy furniture about. The composition was ~d 
with corrections in red ink. score out, drawa 
line or lines through: Three words had been~d 
ош. & score’(1). 2 make or keep a record 
(esp for games): Who’s scoring? 3 make as 
points in a game: ~ a goal; ~ a century, 100 
runs at cricket; ~ tricks, when playing card- 
games. score an advantage over, win 
one. score a point (over sb), = score off 
sb. 4 score off sb, (informal) defeat him in 
an argument; make a clever response. 5 enter 
as a record: That remark will be ~d up against 
you, will be remembered (and, perhaps, be 
revenged). 6 write instrumental or vocal! parts 
for a musical composition: ~d for violin, viola 
and cello. &> score'(6). 
scorer, (a) person who keeps a record of 
points, goals, runs, etc scored in a game. (b) 
player who scores runs, goals, etc. 

scorn /sko:n/ и [0] 1 feeling that a person or 
thing deserves no respect: be filled with ~ for 
her; dismiss a suggestion with ~. laugh sb/ 
sth to scorn, \augh in a manner showing 
that he/it is inferior, worthless. 2 object of 
scorn: He was the ~ of the village. о vt feel or 
show disrespect, disregard, for; refuse (to do 
something because it 1s unworthy): He ~ed 
my advice. She ~s lying| telling lies/to tell a lie. 
scorn-ful /-П/ adj showing or feeling scorn: а 
~ful smile. 
scorn-fully /-fali/ adv 

Scor-pio /'sko:piau/ и the Scorpion, eighth 
sign of the zodiac. 

scor-pion /'sks:pion/ п [С] small animal of 
the spider group with a poisonous sting in its 
long, jointed tail. 

Scot /skot/[C] native of Scotland. 

scot-free /,skot 'fri:/ adj unharmed, un- 
punished: He went/got off ~. 

Scotch /5КоЦ/ adj of Scotland: ~ whisky, 
the kind distilled in Scotland. оп [C,U] (por- 
tion of) Scotch whisky. 

Scotch egg, boiled egg fried in sausage- 
meat. 

Scots /skots/n[C], adj > Scot. 

'Scots-man /-man/, -'woman /-womon/, 
native of Scotland. 

Scot-tish /'skotif/ adj of, from, Scotland: ~ 
music. 

scoun-drel /'skaundral/ п [С] person who 
does wicked things. 

scour’ /'skaua(r)/ vi,vi 1 make (a dirty sur- 
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face) clean or bright by using a rough cloth, 
pad of wire, with soap, sand, etc: ~ the pots 
and pans; ~ out a saucepan, clean the inside. 2 
get rid of (rust, marks, etc) by rubbing, etc: ~ 
the rust offfaway. 3 clear out (a channel, etc) 
by flowing over or through it: The torrent ~ed 
a channel down the hillside. о п [С] act of scour- 
ing. 
scourer, pad of stiff nylon or wire for clean- 
ing pots and pans. 

scour? /'skaua(r)/ vt,vi look everywhere for: 
The police ~ed London for the thief|were ~ing 
about. 

scourge /sks:d3/ п [С] 1 (old use) whip. 2 
(modern use) (fig) cause of suffering: After the 
~ of war came the ~ of disease. a vt 1 (old use) 
whip. 2 (fig) cause suffering to. 

scout /skaut/ n [C] 1 person, ship or small, 
fast aircraft, sent out to get information about 
the enemy. 2 S~ member of an organization 
of boys intended to develop character and 
teach self-reliance, discipline and _ social 
awareness. 3 patrolman helping motorists 
who are members of a motoring organization. 
4 person employed to look out for talented 
performers (in sport, etc) and recruit them for 
his employer(s): a ‘talent ~. о vi scout 
about/around (for sb/sth), go about 
looking for. 
'scout-master, officer who leads a troop of 
Scouts. 

scowl /skaul/ п [С] bad-tempered look (on 
the face). а vilook in a bad-tempered way: The 
prisoner ~ed at the judge. 

scrabble /'skrzbl/ viscrabble about (for 
sth). grope about to find or collect. 

scrag /skreg/ п [С] 1 lean, skinny person or 
animal. 2 (also ,~-'end) bony part of a sheep’s 
neck, used to make soup. 
scraggy adj (-ier, -iest) thin and bony. 

scram /skrem/ vi (-mm-) (s/) (used аз an 
imperative) Go away quickly! 

scramble /'skrembl/ vi,vt 1 climb (with dif- 
ficulty) or crawl (over steep or rough ground): 
~ up the side of a clifflover a rocky hillside. 2 
struggle with others to get something: The 
players were scrambling for possession of the 
ball. 3 cook (eggs) by beating them and then 
heating them in a saucepan with butter and 
milk. 4 make a message sent by telephone, etc 
unintelligible. a n[C] 1 walk, motor-bike com- 
petition or trial, over or through obstacles, 
rough ground, etc. 2 rough struggle: There 
wasa~ for the best seats. 

scrap’ /skrzp/n 1 [С] small (usually unwant- 
ed) piece: ~s of paper[broken glass. 2 (fig) 
small amount: not a ~ of truth in her state- 
ment. 3 [U] waste or unwanted articles, esp 
those of value only for the materia! they con- 
tain: He offers good prices for ~. 4 (pl) bits of 
uneaten food: Give the ~s to the dog. 5 [С] pic- 
ture or paragraph cut out from a periodical, 


etc for a collection. 0 vt (-pp-) 1 throw away 
as useless or worn-out: You ought to ~ that old 
bicycle and buy a new one. 2 reject a plan, idea, 
etc: This idea won't work, let's ~ it. 
'scrap-book, book of blank pages on which 
to paste scraps(5). 
'5сгар heap, pile of waste or unwanted 
material or articles. throw sth/sb on the 
scrap heap, reject it/them as no longer 
wanted. 
'scrap-iron, things made of iron to be sold 
for scrap(3). 
scrappy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) made up of bits 
or scraps. (b) not complete or properly or- 
ganized: a ~ idea. 

scrap? /skrep/ п [С] (dated informal) fight, 
quarrel (between children). о vi (-pp-) fight; 
quarrel. 

scrape /skreip/ vt,vi1 make clean, smooth or 
level by drawing or pushing the hard edge of a 
tool, or something rough, along the surface; 
remove (mud, grease, paint, etc) in this way: ~ 
the rust off anail; ~ paint from a door. 2 injure 
or damage by rubbing, etc: The boy fell and 
~d (the skin off) his.knee. He ~d the side of his 
car. 3 make by scraping: ~ (out) a hole. 4 go, 
get, pass along, touching or almost touching: 
branches that ~ against the window. scrape 
through (sth), only just pass: The boy just 
~d through (his exams). bow and scrape, 
(fig) behave with exaggerated respect. 5 ob- 
tain by being careful, or with effort: We man- 
aged to ~ together an audience of fifty people] 
enough money for a short holiday. scrape a 
living. with difficulty make enough money 
for a living. оп [С] 1 act or sound of scraping: 
the ~ of a fork across a plate. 2 place that is 
scraped; injury: a bad ~ on the elbow, eg be- 
cause of a fall. 3 awkward situation because of 
foolish or thoughtless behaviour: That boy is 
always getting into~s. 
scraper, tool used for scraping, eg for scrap- 
ing paint from woodwork. 

scrappy /'skrzpi/ adj > scrap’. 

scratch’ /skretf/ 1 [С] mark, cut, injury, 
sound, made by scratching(1): /Г5 onlya~,a 
very small injury. He escaped without а ~, 
quite unhurt. 2 (sing only) act or period of 
scratching(5): The dog enjoys having a good 
~. 3 (sing only without the, а or an) starting 
line for a race. start from scratch, (fig) (a) 
start at the beginning, without being allowed 
any advantage(s). (b) begin (something) 
without preparation. be/come/bring sb 
up to scratch, (fig) be ready/get him ready 
to do what is expected or required: Will you be 
up to ~ for the examination? 4 (as an adjective) 
brought together, done, made, with whatever 
or whoever is available: a~ team. 
scratchy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) (of writing, 
drawings) done carelessly. (b) (of a pen) mak- 
ing a scratching noise. 
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scratch? /skret/ vi,vi1 make lines on or ina 
surface with something pointed or sharp, eg 
fingernails, claws: This cat ~es. Who has ~ed 
the paint? scratch the surface, (fig) deal 
with a subject without getting deeply into it: 
The teacher merely ~ed the surface of the sub- 
ject. 2 get (oneself, a part of the body) 
scratched by accident: He ~ed his hands badly 
оп а rose-bush. 3 draw a line or lines through a 
word or words, a name, etc: ~ out his name 
from the list. 4 withdraw (a horse, a candidate, 
oneself) from a competition: The horse was 
~ed. 5 scrape or rub (the skin), esp to stop 
itching: ~ mosquito bites. Stop ~ing (your- 
self). scratch one’s head, show signs of be- 
ing puzzled. 6 make by scratching: ~ (out) a 
hole. 7 make a scraping noise: This pen ~es. 8 
tear or dig with the claws, fingernails, etc in 
search of something: The chickens were ~ing 
about in the yard. 

scrawl /skro:l/ vi,vt write or draw quickly or 
carelessly; make meaningless marks: He ~eda 
few words on a postcard to his wife. Who has 
~ed all over this wall? a n 1 [С] piece of bad 
writing; hurried note or letter. 2 (sing only) 
shapeless, untidy handwriting: His signature 
was an illegible ~. 

scrawny //$Кголи/ adj (-ier, iest) thin and 
bony. 

scream /skri:m/ vi,vt 1 (of humans, birds, 
animals) give a loud, sharp cry or cries of, or 
as of, fear or pain: The baby has been ~ing for 
an hour. 2 shout in a high voice: She ~ed out 
that there was a burglar under the bed. 
scream with laughter, \augh noisily. 3 (of 
the wind, machines, etc) make a loud, high 
noise: The wind ~ed through the гтеез. п п [С] 1 
loud, high, cry or noise: ~s of pain/laughter. 2 
(informal) person or thing that causes screams 
of laughter: He/It was a perfect ~. 

scree /skri:/ п [СО] (part of a mountain-side 
covered with) small loose stones. 

screech /skri:t{/ vi,vt 1 make a harsh, pierc- 
ing sound: The brakes ~ed as the car stopped. 
The car ~ed to a halt. 2 scream (as) in anger or 
pain: monkeys ~ing in the trees. о п [С] 
screeching cry or noise: the ~ of tyres on wet 
roads. 

screed /skri:d/ п [С] long, dull letter or 
speech. 

screen /skri:n/ п [С] 1 (often movable) up- 
right framework (some made so as to fold), 
used to divide a room, protect from draughts, 
etc. 2 (in a church) structure of wood or stone 
separating (but not completely) the main part 
of the church and the altar, or the nave of a 
cathedral and the choir. 3 anything that is or 
can be used to give shelter or protection from 
observation, the weather, etc: a ~ of trees, 
hiding a house from the road; а 'smoke-~, 
used in war to hide ships, etc from the enemy. 
4 white or silver surface on to which film 
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transparencies, cinema films, TV pictures, etc 
are projected. 5 surface on which an image is 
seen on a cathode ray tube (as in a television 
set). 6 frame with fine wire netting ('window 
~, 'door ~) to keep out flies, mosquitoes, ес. 
О vt,vi 1 shelter, hide, protect, with a screen: 
The trees ~ our house from public view. 2 (fig) 
protect from blame, discovery, punishment: 
Гт not willing to ~ you from blame. 3 mvesti- 
gate (a person’s) history, eg when applying for 
a position in government service, in order to 
judge his loyalty, dependability, etc. 4 show 
(an object, a scene) on a screen(4, 5). 
'screen-play, script of a film. 
'screen-test, test of a person’s suitability 
for acting in films. 
'screen-ing, (a) wire netting for a 
screen(6). (b) process of screening(3). 

screw /skru:/ п [С] 1 metal peg with slotted 
head and a spiral groove cut round its length, 
driven into wood, metal, etc by twisting under 
pressure, for fastening and holding things 
together. 2 something that is turned like a 
screw and is used for producing pressure, tigh- 
tening, etc. put the screws on, (informal) 
use pressure, especially to intimidate. 3 action 
of turning; turn: This isn’t tight enough yet; 
give it another ~. 4 (also '~-propeller) propell- 
er of a ship: a twin-~ steamer. г> airscrew. 5 
(sf) prison warder. о vt,vi 1 fasten or tighten 
with a screw: ~ a lock on a door; ~ down the 
lid of a coffin. have one’s head screwed 
on (the right way), be sensible, show good 
judgement. 2 twist round; make tight, tense or 
more efficient: ~ а lid on/off a jar; ~ up one’s 
face|/features/eyes, contract the muscles, eg 
when going out into bright sunshine from a 
dark room. screw up one’s courage, be- 
come brave because determined. 3 (esp fig) 
force (out of): ~ more taxes out of the people. 4 
screwed up, (5/) very confused; mentally 
disturbed. 
'screw-driver, tool for turning a screw(1). 
screwy adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) crazy; 
absurd. 

scribble /'skribl/ w,vi 1 write quickly or 
carelessly. 2 make meaningless marks on pap- 
er, etc. on [0] careless handwriting; [С] some- 
thing scribbled. 
scrib-bler /'skribla(r)/, person who scribbles. 

scribe /skraib/n[C]1 person who, before the 
invention of printing, made copies of writings, 
eg in monasteries. 2 (among the Jews in olden 
times) maker and keeper of records; teacher of 
Jewish law (at the time of Jesus Christ). 

script /skript/ я 1 [0] handwriting; printed 
characters in imitation of handwriting. 2 [C] 
(short for) manuscript or typescript. 
'script-writer, person who writes scripts for 
radio, TV, films. 

scrip-ture /'skriptfo(r)/ п 1 The (Holy) 
S~ws, the Bible; (as an adjective) taken from, 


scroll/sea 


relating to, the Bible: а '~ lesson. 2 sacred 
book ofa religion other than Christianity. 
scrip-tural /'skriptfaral/ adj based on the 
Bible. 

scroll /skraul/ п [С] 1 roll of paper or parch- 
ment for writing on; ancient book written ona 
scroll. 2 ornamental design cut in stone like 
the curves of a scroll. 

scro-tum /'skrautem/ и [С] (p/ ~s) pouch of 
skin enclosing the testicles in mammals. 

scrounge /skraund3/ vi,vt (informal) get 
what one wants by taking it without permis- 
sion, borrowing or by trickery. 
scrounger, person who scrounges. 

scrub’ /skrab/ и ГО] (land covered with) trees 
and bushes of poor quality. 

scrub? /skrab/ vt,vi (-bb-) 1 clean by rubbing 
hard, esp with a stiff brush, soap and water: ~ 
the floor. 2 cancel; ignore: ~ (out) an order.an 
[С] act of scrubbing: The floor needs a good~. 
'scrub-bing-brush, stiff brush for scrub- 
bing floors, etc. 

scruff /skraf/ п (only in) the scruff of the 
neck, (clothes near) the back of the neck 
when used for grasping. 

scruffy /'skrafi/ adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) 
dirty, untended and untidy looking. 

scrum /skram/ п [С] (abbr of) scrummage. 
scrum ‘half, (rugby) the half-back who puts 
the ball into the scrum. 

scrum-mage /'skramid3/ п [С] (rugby) the 
play when the forwards of both sides pack 
together with their heads down while the ball 
is thrown into the middle of them; all those 
forwards when such play occurs. 

scruple /'skru:pl/ п [C,U] (feeling of doubt 
caused by a) troubled conscience: Have you no 
~s about borrowing things without permission? 
о vi hesitate owing to scruples: He doesn’t ~ to 
tell a lie if he thinks it useful. (Note: usually 
negative.) 

scru-pu-lous /'skru:pjulas/ adj careful to do 
nothing morally wrong; paying great atten- 
tion to small points (esp of conscience): A soli- 
citor must act with ~ honesty. 
scru-pu-lous-ly adv in a scrupulous manner. 

scru-ti-nize (also -ise) /'skru:tmaiz/ vt 
make a detailed examination of. 

scru-tiny /'skru:tini US: -toni/ n (pl -ies) 1 
[9] thorough and detailed examination; [С] 
instance of this. 2 [С] official examination of 
votes, esp a re-count: demanda~. 

scuff /skaf/ vi,vt1 walk without properly lift- 
ing the feet from the ground. 2 wear out or 
scrape (shoes, etc) by walking in this way: ~ 
one’s shoes. 

scuffle /'skafl/ vi, п [С] (take part in a) rough 
fight or struggle: police scuffling with demon- 
Strators. 

scull /skal/ п [С] 1 one of a pair of oars used 
by a rower. 2 oar worked at the stern (back) of 
a boat with twisting strokes. а vf,vi move, row, 
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(a boat) with sculls. 
scul-ler, person who sculls. 

scul-lery /'skalari/ п [С] (p/ -ies) room in a 
large house next to the kitchen, where dishes, 
pots, etc are washed up. 
'scullery-maid, servant who helps the cook 
by washing up dishes, etc. 

scuipt /skalpt/ vt,vi = sculpture. 

sculp-tor /'skalpta(r)/ и [С] artist who sculp- 
tures. 

sculp-tress /'skaiptris/ п [С] woman who 
sculptures. 

sculp-ture /'skalptfa(r)/ п 1 [U] art of mak- 
ing representations in stone, wood, metal, etc 
by carving or modelling. 2 [C,U] (piece of) 
such work. o vt,vi 1 represent in, decorate 
with, sculpture: ~ a statue out of stone; ~d 
columns. 2 be a sculptor. 

scum /skam/n[U]1 froth which forms on the 
surface of some boiling liquids; dirt on the sur- 
face of a pond or other area of still water. 2 
the ~, (fig) the worst, or seemingly worth- 
less, section (of the community, etc). 

scup-per /'skapa(r)/ п [С] opening in a ship’s 
side to allow water to run off the deck. с wr 1 
sink a ship deliberately. 2 (informal) (usually 
passive) ruin; disable: We’re ~ed! 

scurf /sksa:f/ п [0] small bits of dead skin, esp 
on the scalp. 
scurfy adj having, covered with, scurf. 

scur-ri-lous /'skarilas/ adj using. full of, 
violent words of abuse: ~ attacks on the Prime 
Minister. 

scurry /'skan US: 'skari/ vi (pt,pp -ied) run 
with short, quick steps; hurry: The rain sent 
everyone ~ing about|/~ing for shelter.o n 1 
[9] act or sound of scurrying: There was a ~ 
towards the bar. 2 [С] windy shower (of snow); 
cloud (of dust). 

scurvy /'sks:vi/ n [U] diseased state of the 
blood caused by eating too much salt meat 
and not enough fresh vegetables and fruit. 

scuttle’ /'skatl/ п [С] (also 'coal-~). 
container for a supply of coal at the fireside. 

scuttle? /'skatl/ vi scuttle off/away, = 
scurry. ол [С] hurried departure. 

scuttle? /'skatl/ п [С] small opening with a 
lid, in a ship’s side or on deck or in a roof or 
wall. с vt cut holes in, open valves in, a ship’s 
sides or bottom to sink it: The captain ~d his 
ship to avoid its being captured by the enemy. 

scythe /said/ п [С] tool with a curved blade 
on along wooden pole with two short handles, 
for cutting long grass, grain, etc. o vf use a 
scythe. 

sea /si:/ 1 the ~, expanse of salt water that 
covers most of the earth’s surface; any part of 
this (in contrast to areas of fresh water and dry 
land): Ships sail on the ~. The ~ covers nearly 
three-quarters of the world’s surface. on the 
sea, on the coast: Brighton is on the ~. 2 (pl) 
same sense as 1 above. the high seas, > 
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high’. 3 (in proper names) particular area of 
sea which is smaller than an ocean: the Cas- 
pian S~,; the S~ of Galilee. 4 (in various 
phrases without the, a or an) at sea, away 
from, out of sight of, the land: He was buried 
at ~. all/completely at sea, (fig) puzzled: 
He was all at ~ when he began his new job. by 
sea, in a ship: travel by ~ and land. go to 
sea, become a sailor. put to sea, leave port 
or land. 5 (with a, an or in p/) local state of the 
sea swell of the ocean; big wave or billow: 
There was a heavy ~, large waves. 6 large 
quantity or expanse (of): a ~ of up-turned 
faces, eg crowds of people looking upwards. 
sea ‘air, air at the seaside, considered to be 
good for health. 

'sea-anemone, popular name for a sea- 
creature like a flower. 

'sea-animal, animal living in the sea, eg fish, 
mammals, molluscs, etc. 

'sea-bathing, bathing in the sea. 

'sea-bed, floor of the sea 

'sea-bird, any bird which lives close to the 
sea, ie on cliffs, islands, etc. 

'sea-board, coastal region. 

'sea-borne adj (of trade) carried in ships. 
'sea-breeze, breeze blowing inland from the 
sea. 

'sea-faring /-feorm/ adj of work or voyages 
on the sea: а ~ faring man, a sailor. 

'sea-fish, fish living ш the sea. 

'sea-food, edibie fish or shellfish from the 
sea. 

'sea-front, part of a town facing the sea. 
'sea-god, god living in or having power over 
the sea, eg Neptune. 

'sea-going adj (a) (of ships) built for cross- 
ing the sea, not for coastal voyages only. (b) 
(of a person) seafaring. 

;sea-'green adj, п [0] bluish-green. 
'sea-gull, common seabird with long wings. 
'sea-horse, small fish with a head like a 
horse. 

'sea-legs, ability to walk on the deck of a 
moving ship: get/find one’s ~-legs. 
‘sea-level, level of sea halfway between high 
and low tide as the basis for measuring height 
of land and depth of sea: 1/00 metres above|/ 
below ~-level. 

'sea-lion, large seal of the М Pacific Ocean. 
'sea-man /-mon/, (a) (in the Navy) rating, 
not an officer. (b) person expert im nautical 
matters. 

'sea-man-ship, skill in managing a boat or 
ship. 

'sea mile, nautical mile. 

'sea-piane, aircraft designed so that it can 
come down on and rise from water. 
'sea-port, town with a harbour used by sea- 
going ships. 

'sea-power, ability to control and use the 
seas (by means of naval strength). 


'sea-scape, picture of a scene at sea. > land- 
scape. 
'sea-shell, shell of any shellfish living in the 
sea. 
'sea-shore, land nearest the sea. 
'sea-sick adj (feeling) sick from the motion 
ofa ship. 
'sea-side, (often used as an adjective) place, 
town, etc by the sea, esp a holiday resort: go to 
the ~ side; a -~side town. 
'sea-urchin, small sea-animal with a sheil 
covered with long sharp points. 
;sea-'waill, wall built to stop the sea from ар- 
proaching the land. 
'sea-water, water from the sea. 
'sea-weed, kinds of plant growing in the sea, 
esp on rocks washed by the sea. 
'sea-ward /-wad/ adj towards the sea; in the 
direction of the sea. 
'sea-wards /-wadz/ adv 
'sea-worthy adj (of a ship) fit for a voyage. 

seal! /si:l/ п [С] kinds of mammals of the sea 
with fur and flippers. а у! hunt seals. 
'seal-skin, skin of a seal. 

seal? /si:l/ п [С] 1 piece of wax, lead, etc 
stamped with a design, attached to a docu- 
ment to show that it is genuine, or to a letter, 
packet, box, bottle, door, etc to guard against 
its being opened by unauthorized persons. 2 
something used instead of a seal(1), eg a 
paper disc stuck to, or an impression stamped 
on, a document. 3 piece of metal, etc with a de- 
sign used to stamp the seal on wax, etc. 4 5еа/ 
of, (fig) act, event, etc regarded as a confirma- 
tion or guarantee or giving approval (of some- 
thing): the ~ of approval.for spending the 
money. 5 something that closes a thing tight to 
prevent leaks: an airtight ~. o vt 1 put a 
seal(1) оп: ~ a letter. 2 fasten or close tightly: 
~ an envelope; ~ up a drawer. 3 seal off, en- 
close to prevent entry or exit: ~ off an area of 
4апа. 4 decide: His fate is ~ed! 
'seal-ing-wax, kind of wax used to seal let- 
ters, string round parcels, etc. 

seam /si:m/ n[C]1 line where two edges, eg of 
cloth, are turned back and sewn together. 2 
line where two edges, eg of boards forming a 
ship’s deck, meet. 3 layer of coal, etc between 
layers oi other materials, eg rock, clay. 4 line 
or mark like a seam(1) (eg of folded paper). 

seam:stress /'si:mstris/, (also 5етр- 
stress /'‘sempstris/) и [С] woman who 
makes a living by sewing. 

зё-апсе /'seia:ns US: 'serens/ и [С] meeting 
for communicating with the spirits of the dead 
through a medium (4). 

sear /sia(r)/ vt 1 burn or scorch the surface of, 
esp with a heated tron. 2 (fig) make (a person, 
his conscience, etc) hard and without feeling: 
His soul had been ~ed by injustice. 

search /s3:t{/ vt,viexamine, look carefully at, 
through, or into (in order to find a person or 


season /second 


thing): He ~ed through all the drawers for the 
missing papers. Гуе ~ed my memory but can't 
remember that man’s пате. оп [СО] 1 act of 
searching: go in ~ of a missing child; a ~ for a 
missing aircraft. 2 (legal) investigation (eg by 
lawyers) into possible reasons (eg planned 
demolition) why one should not buy land or 
property. 
'search-light, powerful light with a beam 
that can be turned in any direction to search 
for the enemy, escaped prisoners, etc. 
'search-party, number of persons looking 
for a person or thing that is lost. 
'search-warrant, official authority to enter 
and search a building (eg for drugs). 
searcher, person who searches. 
search-ing adj (a) (of a look) taking in all 
details. (b) (of a test, etc) thorough. 

sea-son /'si:zn/ n[C]1 one of the divisions of 
the year according to the weather, eg spring, 
summer, etc: the 'dry ~; the тату ~. 2 period 
suitable or normal for something, or closely 
associated with it: the ‘football ~; the 
'holiday|'tourist ~. in/out of season, 
available/not available: Oysters/Strawberries 
are out of ~ now. © vt,vi 1 make or become 
suitable for use: Has this wood been well ~ed, 
dried and hardened? The soldiers were not yet 
~ed to the tropical climate. 2 flavour (food) 
(with salt, pepper, etc): highly ~ed dishes. 
'season-ticket, (a) one that gives the own: 
er the right to travel between places as often as 
he wishes for a stated period of time. (b) tick- 
et that gives the owner the right to attend a 
theatre, etc for a certain period. 
sea-son-ing, something used to season food: 
Salt and pepper are ~ings. 

sea-son-able /'si:zonobl/ adj 1 (of the 
weather) of the kind expected at the time of 
year. 2 (of help, advice, gifts, etc) coming at 
the right time. 

sea-sonal /'si:zonl/ adj depending on a parti- 
cular season; changing with the seasons: ~ 
occupations, eg fruit-picking. 
sea-son.-ally /-ali/ adv 

seat /si:t/ п [С] 1 something used or made for 
sitting on, eg a chair, box, bench: The back ~ 
of the car is wide enough for three persons. 
take a seat, sit: Won't you take a seat? take 
one‘s seat, sit down in one’s place, eg ina 
hall or theatre. take a back seat, > back 
seat. 2 that part of a chair, stool, bench, etc on 
which one sits (contrasted with the back, legs, 
etc): a 'chair-~. 3 part of the body (the but- 
tocks) on which one sits; part of clothing 
covering this: He tore the ~ of his pants. 4 
place to sit in a cinema, theatre, etc or in which 
one has a right to sit: Mr Smith has a ~ in the 
House of Commons, is a member. win a 
seat/lose one’s seat, win/be defeated ina 
Parliamentary election. 5 place where some- 
thing is, or where something is carried on: т 
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the US, Washington is the ~ of government. A 
university is а ~ of learning. 6 large house т 
the country: He has a country ~ as weil as а 
large house in London. a vt 1 (formal) be 
seated, sit down: Please/Kindly be ~ed., 
gentlemen. 2 have seats for: Our community 
hall ~s 500. 

'seat-beit, strap for fastening across a seated 
passenger in a car or aircraft. 

seca-teurs /,seka't3:z/ п р! (also a pair of ~) 
clippers used by gardeners for pruning bushes, 
roses, etc. 

se-cede /si'si:d/ vi (of a group) withdraw 
(from membership of a state, federation, or- 
ganization, etc). 

se-ces-sion /si'sef{n/ и [U] seceding: Cli in- 
stance of this (as in the US when eleven South- 
ern States withdrew from the Federal Union 
in 1810—11). 

se-ces-sion-ist /-ist/ 2 [С] supporter of 
secession. 

se-clude /si'klu:d/ vt keep (a person, oneself) 
away from the company of others: ~ oneself 
from society; keep а wife ~d in the kitchen. 
se-cluded adj (esp of a place) apart. 

se-clu-sion /si'klu:3n/ п [U] secluding or be- 
ing secluded; solitary place: live in ~, in the~ 
of one’s own home. 

sec-ond' /'sekand/ adj (abbr 2nd) 1 next after 
the first (in place, time, order, importance, 
etc): February is the ~ month of the year. Tom 
is the ~ son—he has an elder brother. second 
to 'none, no other person, idea, etc is better. 
In the 'second place..., = secondly. 2 ad- 
ditional; extra: You will need a ~ pair of shoes. 
play second fiddle (to), > fiddie(1).3 of 
the same kind as one that has gone before: 
This man thinks he’s а ~ Napoleon! п adv т 
the second place (in importance or in a race): 
The English swimmer came (in) ~. 
ssecond-'Advent/'Coming, return of 
Jesus Christ at the Last Judgement. 
ssecond-'best adj next after the best: my 
y~-best ‘suit. a п, adv: | won't accept|put up 
with ~-best. come off second-best, get 
the worst of it. 

ssecond 'chamber, upper house in a legis- 
lature: The House of Lords is the ~ chamber of 
Parliament in Great Britain. 

»second-'class adj, п (a) (of the) class next 
after the first: a ,~-class ho'tel; (b) class below 
the first in examination results: take a ,~-class 
de'gree in law. (c) (regarded or treated as) in- 
ferior: ,~-class ‘citizens. 0 adv: go ~-class. 
second ‘childhood, period of old age 
when a person shows a weakening of mental 
powers: He’s in his ~ childhood. 

ssecond 'cousin, > cousin. 

ssecond ‘floor, the one above the first (GB 
two floors up, in US one floor above the 
ground): (as an adjective) a ,~-floor a'part- 
ment. 
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sec-ond-ary /'sekandri US: -deri/ adj 1 


second ,gene'ration, having parents who 
were immigrants, members, etc. 
ssecond-'hand adj (a) previously owned by 
someone else: ,~-hand 'furniture/'books. (b) 
(of news, knowledge) obtained from others, 
not based on personal observation, etc: get 
news ~-hand. 
;second 'home, (a) another home. (b) (fig) 
like one’s house (because friendly, etc). 
second lieu'tenant, lowest commissioned 
rank in the Army. 
second ‘name, = surname. 
‚зесопа ‘nature, tendency that has become 
instinctive like a habit: Kindness is ~ nature to 
him. 
‚зесопа-'га{е adj not of the best quality; in- 
ferior: aman with ~-rate i'deas. 
second 'sight, power to see future events, 
or events happening at a distance, as if 
present. 
second ‘string adj, п (of) an alternative 
course of action after initial failure. 
second 'teeth, those which grow after a 
child’s first teeth are out. 
‘second thoughts, opinion or resolution 
reached after reconsideration: On ~ thoughts 
I will accept the offer. Pm having ~ thoughts 
(= am notso sure) about buying that house. 
second 'wind, renewed strength, energy. 
second-ly ady and a second example is; in 
the next place; furthermore. 

sec-ond? /'sekond/ п [С] 1 person or thing 
that comes next to the first: the ~ of May; 
Queen Elizabeth the S~ (or П). get a 
second, get a second-class degree. 2 another 
person or thing besides the person or thing 
previously mentioned: You are the ~ to ask me 
that question. 3 (pl) goods below the best in 
quality: There are many cheap ~s of china in 
the sale. 4 supporter of a boxer or wrestler; 
supporter in a dual. 

sec-ond? /'sekond/ и [С] 1 sixtieth part of a 
minute or a degree: The winner’s time was I mi- 
nute and 5 ~s. Г 6’ 10” means one degree, six 
minutes, and ten -~s. 2 moment; short time: ГИ 
be ready ina~ or twolina few ~s. 
‘second-hand, extra hand in some watches 
and clocks recording seconds. [> also 
second-hand at second’. 

se-cond /'sekond/ vt 1 support (esp a boxer, 
wresiler). 2 (a debate, etc) rise or speak for- 
mally in support of a motion to show that the 
proposer is not the only person in favour of it: 
Mr Smith proposed, and Mr Green ~ed, a vote 
of thanks to the lecturer. 
se-conder, person who supports a proposal 
or motion(3) at a meeting. 

se-cond® /si'kond US: 'sekond/ vt take (a 
person) from his ordinary duty and give him 
special duty: be ~ed by the BBC to work for 
another radio station. 
se-cond-mentn[U] 


second /secretion 


coming after: ~ education|schools, for chil- 
dren over eleven. 2 less important or less 
strong: ~ symptoms. 

secondary stress, (marked /,/ in this dic- 
tionary) eg on the second syllable of ‘pronun- 
ciation’ /pra,nansr'eifn/. 

sec-ond.ar.ily /-4эгШ US: -der-/ adv 


se-crecy /'si:krasi/ п [0] keeping of secrets; 


ability to keep secrets; habit of keeping se- 
crets; state of being kept secret: / depend оп 
your ~; prepare an escape in ~, secretly; do it 
with great ~. swear sb to secrecy, © 
swear(2). 


se-cret /'si:krit/ adj 1 (to be) kept from the 


knowledge or view of others; of which others 
have no knowledge: a ~ marriage. keep sth 
secret, (7rom), not tell it. 2 (of places) quiet 
and unknown. o 7 1 [С] something that is se- 
cret. keep a secret, not tell anyone else: Can 
you keep a ~? (Бе) an open secret, (of 
something thought to be secret) be (in fact) 
widely known. 2 [C] hidden cause; explana- 
tion, way of doing or getting something, that 
is not known to some or most people: What is 
the ~ of his success? 3 [0] in secret, secretly: 
I was told about it in ~. 4 [С] mystery: the ~s 
of nature. 

secret 'agent, member of the secret service. 
secret ‘ballot, when voters’ choices are se- 
cret. | 
secret росе, operating in secret (against 
political opposition). 

the secret 'service, government depart- 
ment concerned with spying. 

se-cret-ly adv 


sec-re-tar-ial /,sekra'tearial/ adj of (the 


work of) secretaries: 


colleges. 


~  duties|training| 


sec-re-tar-iat /,sekra'teoriat/ n [С] official 


department of a senior minister, esp of UNO. 


sec-re-tary /'sekratri US: -rateri/ п [С] (pl 


-ies) 1 employee in an office, who deals with 
correspondence, keeps records, makes ar- 
rangements and appointments for a particular 
member of staff. 2 official who has charge of 
the correspondence, records, and other busi- 
ness affairs of a society, club or other organi- 
zation. 
Secretary of State, (a) (СВ) minister in 
charge of a Government office: the S~ of 
State for Foreign and Commonweatth Affairs. 
(b) (US) chief and foreign minister. 
Secretary-'General, principal administra- - 
tor (eg of UNO). 


se-crete /sikri:t/ vt 1 produce by secre- 


tion(1). 2 put or keep ina secret place. 


se-cre-tion /si'kri:[n{ n 1 [U] process by 


which certain substances in a plant or animal 
body are separated (from sap, blood, etc); [С] 
substance so produced, eg saliva, bile. 2 [C] 
(formal act of hiding: the ~ of stolen goods. 


secretive /see 


se-cret-ive /'si:krotrv/ adj having the habit 
of hiding one’s feelings, intentions, etc. 
se-cre-tive-ly adv 

sect /sekt/ п [С] group of people united by 
(esp religious) beliefs or opinions. 

sec-tar-ian /sek'tearian/ и [С], adj (member, 
supporter) of a sect or sects: ~ politics, in 
which the advantage of a sect is considered 
more important than the public welfare. 

sec-tion /'sek{n/ n[C] 1 part cut off; one of 
the parts into which something may be divid- 
ed: the ~s of an orange. 2 one of a number of 
parts which can be put together to make a 
structure: glue the ~s of the model together. 3 
subdivision of an organized body of persons 
(the 'Postal S~), or of a piece of writing or of a 
town or community: ,resi'dential/'shopping ~s 
(area is the usual word). 4 view or representa- 
tion of something seen as if cut straight 
through: thin slice suitable for examination 
under a microscope. 
sec-tional /-fanl/ adj (a) made or supplied in 
sections(2): а ~al fishing-rod. (b) of one ог 
more sections of a community, etc: ~al 
interests, the different and often conflicting in- 
terests of various sections of acommunity. 
sec-tion-al-ism /-1zom/ п [О] concern about 
sectional interests, not the community as a 
whole. 

sec-tor /'sekta(r)/ п [С]1 part of a circle lying 
between two straight lines drawn from the 
centre to the circumference. 2 one of the parts 
into which an area is divided for the purpose 
of controlling (esp military) operations. 3 
branch (of industry, etc): the public and private 
~s of industry, those parts publicly owned and 
those privately owned. 

secu-lar /'sekjulo(r)/ adj 1 worldly or 
material, not religious or spiritual: the ~ 
power, the State contrasted with the Church. 2 
living outside monasteries: the ~ clergy. 

se-cure /si'kjua(r)/ adj (rarely -r, -st) 1 free 
from anxiety: feel ~ about the future. 2 cer- 
tain; guaranteed: He has a ~ position as a ит- 
versity lecturer. 3 unlikely to involve risk; 
firm: Are you sure the doors and windows are 
~? Is that ladder ~? 4 safe: Are we ~ from а1- 
tack? 0 vt 1 lock: S~ all the doors and windows 
before leaving the house. 2 make secure: By 
strengthening the embankments they ~d the 
village against/from floods. 3 succeed in get- 
ting (something for which there is a great de- 
mand): She has ~d a good teaching job|job in 
teaching. 
se-cure-ly adv 

se-cur-ity /sikjuorati/ п (pi -ies) 1 [C,U] 
(something that provides) safety, freedom 
from danger or anxiety: children without the ~ 
of parental care. 2 [C,U] something valuable, 
eg a life-insurance policy, given as a guarantee 
for the repayment of a loan or the fulfilment of 
a promise or undertaking: lend money оп ~; 
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offer a house as (a) ~ for a loan. 3 [С] docu- 
ment, certificate, etc showing ownership of 
property (esp bonds, stocks and _ shares): 
government securities, for money lent to a 
government. 

se-date /si'deit/ adj (of a person, behaviour) 
calm; serious. 

se-date-ly adv 

se-da-tion /si'deifn/ и [U] treatment using 
sedatives; condition resulting from this. be 
under sedation, have taken sedatives. 

seda-tive /'sedotiv/ п [C], adj (medicine, 
drug) tending to calm the nerves and reduce 
stress: After taking a ~ she was able to get to 
sleep. He is under ~s and feels no pain. 

sed-en-tary /'sedntor: US: 4еп/ adj 1 (of 
work) done sitting down (at a desk, etc). 2 (of 
persons) spending much of their time seated: 
lead a~ life. 

sedi-ment /'sediment/ и [0] matter (eg sand, 
dirt, gravel) that settles to the bottom of a 
liquid. 

sedi-men-tary /,sedi'mentri/ adj of the na- 
ture of, formed from, sediment: ~ary rocks, 
eg sandstone. 

se-di-tion /si'difn/ 1 [0] words or actions in- 
tended to make people rebel against author- 
ity, disobey the government, etc. 

se-di-tious /si'difes/ adj of the nature of 
sedition: seditious speeches/writings. 

se-duce /si'dju:s US: -'du:s/ vt 1 persuade (а 
person) to do wrong, to commit a crime or to 
sin: be ~d by the offer of money into betraying 
one’s country. 2 persuade a person less ex- 
perienced to have sexual intercourse: How 
many women did Don Juan ~? 

se-ducer, person who seduces, esp (2). 

se-duc-tion /si'dakfn/ n 1 [U] seducing or 
being seduced; [C] instance of this. 2 some- 
thing attractive that may lead a person to do 
something (but often with no implication of 
immorality): the ~s of country life. 
se-duc-tive /si'daktiv/ adj attractive; capti- 
vating: seductive smiles, a seductive offer. 
se-duc-tive-ly adv 

sedu-lous /'sedjulas US: 'sedzulas/ adj (for- 
mal) persevering; done with perseverance: He 
paid her ~ attention. 

see’ /si:/ vi,vt (pt saw /so:/, pp seen /si:n/) 
(For special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions, > 11 below.) 1 (often with can, 
could; not usually in the progressive tenses) 
have or use the power of sight: /f you shut your 
eyes you cant ~. It was getting dark and I 
couldn’ t ~ to read. On a clear day we can ~ 
(for) miles. seeing 1$ believing, (proverb) 
What we ourselves see is the best evidence. 
see red, > red(1). be 'seeing things, 
imagine that one can see things that are not 
there. or that do not exist:. You’re име 
things—there’s nobody there! 2 (often with 
can, could, esp when effort is needed; not in the 
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progressive tenses) be aware of by using the 
power of sight: J saw him put the key in the 
lock, turn it and open the door. The suspected 
man was ^^ п to enter the building. If you watch 
carefully you will ~ how to do it/how I do И] 
how it is done. I looked for him but he was not to 
be ~n, I could not find him. be glad to see 
the back of sb, > back?(1). see the /ast 
of sb/sth, see for the last time; have finished, 
completed, it: ГИ be glad to ~ the last of this 
job. see the sights, visit well-known places, 
etc as a tourist. see stars, © star(1). see 
one’s way (clear) to doing sth, > 
way(8). 3 (in the imperative) look (at): S~, 
here he comes! S~ page 4. 4 (not ш ‘the pro- 
gressive tenses) understand; learn by search or 
inquiry or thinking: He didn’t ~ the joke/the 
point of the story. Do you~ what [теап? а$ 1 
see it, in my opinion. see for oneseff, find 
out personally in order to be convinced or sat- 
isfied: If you don’t believe me, go and ~ for 
yourself! 5 learn from the newspaper or other 
printed sources: / ~ that the Prime Minister is 
in China. 6 have knowledge or experience of: 
Не has ~n а good deal in his long life. I never 
saw such rudeness. have seen better days, 
> day(4). 7 give an interview to; visit; receive 
a call from: The manager can ~ you for five mi- 
nutes. You ought to ~ a doctor about that 
cough. 8 allow; look on without protest or ac- 
tion: You can’t ~ people starve without trying 
to help them, can you? 9 attend to; take care; 
make provision: S~ that the windows and 
doors are locked|that the children have enough 
food. 10 imagine: He saw himself as the saviour 
of his country. 

11 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

see about sth, deal with: He promised to ~ 
about my broken window. see sb about sth, 
take advice: J must ~ a builder about ту roof. 
see sb across sth, guide, help, him across 
(a road, etc): That man’s blind—Id better ~ 
him across the street. 

‚ see $6 back/home, accompany him: May | 
~ you home? 

see sb off, go to a railway station, an air- 
port, etc with a person about to Start on a 
journey: / was ~n off by my friends. 

see sb out, accompany a person until he is 
-out of a building: My secretary will ~ you out. 
see over sth, visit and examine or inspect 
carefully: We saw over a house that we wanted 
to buy. 

see through sb/sth, not be deceived by: 
We all saw through him, knew what kind of 
man he really was. see sb through (sth), 
give him support, encouragement during (it). 
see sth'through, not give up an undertak- 
ing until the end 1s reached: Whatever happens, 
we'll ~ the struggle through. 
see to sth, attend to it: The break won't 


see /seesaw 


work; ве а mechanic to ~ to it. 

see? /si:/ и [С] district under a bishop; bishop’s 
position, office, jurisdiction: the S~ of Can- 
terbury. 

seed /si:d/ п [С] (р/ ~s or unchanged) 1 
flowering plant’s element of life, from which 
another plant can grow: a packet of ~(s). 
run/go to seed, (a) stop flowering as seed 
is produced. (b) (fig) become careless of one’s 
appearance and manners. 2 cause, origin (ofa 
tendency, development, etc): sow the ~s of vir- 
tue in young children. 3 = semen. 4 (sport) 
seeded player: Englands No. 1 ~, eg in a ten- 
nis championship. > 4 below. с vi,vt 1 (ofa 
plant) produce seed when full grown. 2 sow 
with seed: ~ a field with wheat. 3 remove seed 
from: ~ raisins. 4 (esp in tennis) separate the 
best players from the rest when organizing 
competitions (in order to have good matches 
later in a tournament): ~ed players. 
'seed-bed, area of fine soil in which to sow 
seed. 

'seeds-man, dealer in seeds. 

seed-less adj having no seed: ~/ess raisins. 
seed-ling peeves young plant grown from 
a seed. 

seedy /'si:di/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 full of cer 2 
(informal) \ooking worn, neglected, etc: a ~ 
hotel; а ~-looking person. 3 (informal) unwell: 
feel~. 

seed: ily /-ali/ adv 

seek /si:k/ vt (pt,pp sought /so:t/) 1 look т 
try to find: ~ shelter from the rain. seek 
one’s fortune, to try to become rich: He’s 
gone to Canada to ~ his fortune. 2 ask for: I 
will ~ my dactor’s advice. 3 seek for, try to 
win: ~ing for glory in football. (much) 
sought after, (much) in demand. 

seem /si:m/ vi have or give the impression or 
appearance of being or doing; appear to be: 
What ~s easy to some people ~s difficult to 
others. He ~s to think so. The book ~s (to be) 
quite interesting. 

seem-ing adj apparent but perhaps not real 
or genuine: /n spite of his ~ing friendship he 
gave me no help. 

seem-ing-ly adv apparently. 

seem-ly /'si:mli/ adj (-ier, -iest) (of behav- 
1our) proper or correct (for the occasion or cir- 
cumstances): /t isn’t ~~ to praise oneself. 

seen /si:n/ pp of see’. 

seep /si:p/ vi (of liquids) come out or through: 
water ~ ing through the roof. 

зеер-аде /-145/ п [0] slow leaking through. 

seer /sia(r)/ и [С] person claiming to see into 
the future. 

see-saw /'si:so:/n[C,U] 1 (game played on a) 
long plank with a person sitting on each end 
which can rise and fall alternately. 2 (fig) up- 
and-down or to-and-fro movement: the ~ of 
bank interest charges. а "1 play on a seesaw. 
2 move up and down er to and fro. 3 be uncer- 
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self-ab'sorbed adj thinking of one’s own 
interests only, unaware of other people. 
:self-as'sertion, пл [0] the putting forward 
of oneself or one’s ideas in an effort to be not- 
iced by everyone. 

self-as'surance, confidence in oneself. 
Hence. ,self-as'sured adj 

sself-‘centred adj interested chiefly in 
oneself and one’s own affairs. 
»self-con'fessed adj admitted by oneself: а 
y~-confessed ' thief. 

self-'confidence, belief in one’s own abili- 
ties. Hence, ,self-'confident adj 
self-'conscious adj (a) aware of one’s own 


seethe /self- 


tain: ~ between two opinions] points of view. 
seethe /5::6/ vi,vt be very excited or agitated: 
~. with anger; a country seething with dis- 
content; streets seething with people. 
зед-тепт /'seqmoent/ п [C] 1 part cut off or 
marked off by a line: a ~ of a circle. 2 section: 
a~ of an orange. о vt,vi /seg'ment/ divide, be- 
come divided, into segments. 
seg-re-gate /‘segrigeit/ vt put apart from 
the rest; isolate: ~ the boys from the girls. 
seg-re-ga-tion /,segri'geifn/ п [Ч] 
seis-mic /'saizmik/ adj of earthquakes. 
seis-mo-graph /'saizmogra:f US: -gref/ п 
[C] instrument which records the strength, du- 
ration and distance away of earthquakes. existence, thoughts and actions. (b) shy; em- 
seis-mol-ogist /saiz'mpladzist/ п [С] зсеп- _ barrassed. Hence, ,self-'consciousness п 
tist studying earthquakes. {U] 
seis-mol-ogy /saiz'mvlod3i/ n([U]scienceof _,self-con'tained adj (a) (of a person) not 
earthquakes. dependent on others. (b) (esp of a flat’) com- 
seize /si:z/ vit,vi 1 take possession of plete in itself (not sharing the kitchen, bath- 


(property, etc) by law: ~ her house for pay- 
ment of a debt. 2 take hold of, suddenly and 
with force: ~ a thief by the collar. 3 see clearly 
and use: seizing (on) an ideala chance/an op- 
portunity. 4 (of moving parts of machinery) 
become stuck or jammed, eg because of too 
much heat or friction: The engine has ~ed 


(up). 


room, etc with occupants of other flats). 
:setf-con'trol, control of one’s own feelings, 
behaviour, etc: exercise ~-control; lose one’s 
~-control. 

sself-de'fence, defence of one’s own body, 
property, rights, etc: kill a person in ~- 
defence, while defending oneself against an 
attack. 


seiz-ure /'si:za(r)/ п 1 [U] act of seizing or 
taking possession of by force or the authority 
of the law; [C] instance of this: ~ of drugs by 
Customs officers. 2 [С] heart attack. 

sel-dom /'seldam/ adv not often; rarely: She 
~ goes out. She goes oul very ~. 

se-lect /si'‘lekt/ vt choose (as being the most 
suitable, etc): ~ a book/a present for a child. 
Who has been ~ed to speak at the meeting? a 
adj1 carefully chosen: ~ passages from ‘Ham- 


self-de'nial, going without things in order 
to help others. 

self-ef'facing adj keeping oneself in the 
back ground (and avoiding praise, attention). 
;self-em'ployed adj working, eg as a shop- 
keeper, as an owner of a business. 
;self-e'steem, good opinion (sometimes ex- 
aggerated) of oneself. 

self-‘evident adj clearly true and not need- 
ing further proof or evidence. Hence, ,self- 


{ег. 2 of or for a particular group of persons, levidently adv 

not for all: shown to a ~ audience. self-ex'planatory adj clear without (furth- 
se-lec-tion /sriek{n/ л 1 [0] choosing. ® — er)explanation. : 

natural selection. 2 [С] collection or graupof __,self-'generating, produced from the thing 

selected things or examples; number of things itself or the person himself. 

from which to select: That shop has a good ~ self-'government, independent govern- 

of handbags. ment (notacolony). 


se-lec-tive /si'lektiv/ adj 1 having the power 
to select; characterized by selection. 2 choos- 
ing only the best: a~ school, that chooses its 
pupils. 
se-lec-tive-ly adv 

se-lec-tor /si'lekta(r)/ и [С] person who, that 
which, selects, eg a member of a committee 
choosing a national sports team, etc. 

self /зе Ш] п (pl selves /selvz/) 1 [U] person’s 


self-im'portant adj having too high ап 
opinion of oneself. Hence,  ,self- 
im'portance n(U] 

self-im'posed adj (of a duty, task, etc) im- 
posed on oneself. 

self-in'dulgent adj giving way too easily to 
one’s preferred comfort, pleasures, etc: - 
Hence, ,self-in'dulgence n[U] 
self-'interest, one’s own interests and per- 


nature, special qualities; one’s own personal- 
ity: my former ~, myself as I used to be. 2 
one’s own interests or pleasure: She has no 
thought of ~ (herself is more usual), thinks 
only of others. | 
self- /self/ prefix of oneself or itself alone, in- 
dependent: ,~-'taught, taught by oneself. 
self-a'basement, degrading of oneself. 


sonal advantage. 

:self-'pity, (exaggerated) pity for oneself. 
sself-pos'sessed adj calm, confident: a ~- 
possessed young woman. 
self-,preser'vation, keeping oneself from 
harm or destruction: the instinct of ~- 
preservation. 

isel¥-'raising adj (of flour) not needing the 
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addition of baking-powder for cakes, etc to 
rise. 
self-re'liant adj having or showing con- 
fidence in one’s own powers, judgement, etc. 
Hence, self-reliance n[U] 
selif-re'spect, feeling that one is behaving 
and thinking ш ways that will not cause one to 
be ashamed of oneself: lose all ~-respect. 
self-re'specting adj having self-respect: 
No ~-respecting man could agree to do such a 
thing. 
self-re'straint, = self-control. 
self-'righteous adj convinced of one’s own 
goodness and that one is better than others. 
self-'rule, = self-government. 
self-'sacrifice, the giving up of one’s own 
interests and wishes for the sake of other 
people. Hence, ,self-'sacrificing adj 
'self-same adj identical: Tom and I reached 
Paris on the ~-same day. 
self-satis'faction, too much satifaction 
_ with one’s achievement(s) or position. 
self-'service, (a) (of a canteen, restaur- 
ant), one at which persons collect their own 
food and drink from counters and carry it to 
tables. (b) (of a shop) one at which customers 
collect what they want from counters or 
shelves (in wire baskets) and pay as they leave. 
(c) (of a garage) one at which customers fill 
their cars with petrol. 
self-'styled adj using a name, title, etc 
which one has given oneself and to which one 
has no right: а ,~-styled'expert on music. 
self-suf'ficient adj needing no help from 
others: The country is now ~-sufficient in oil, 
no longer has to import И. 
self-sup'porting adj (a) (of a person) 
earning enough money to keep oneself: now 
that my children are ~-supporting. (b) (of a 
business, etc) not needing financial help. 
»self-'taught adj not taught by others. 
;self-'will, determination to do as one wishes 
and not be guided by others. Hence, ,self- 
‘willed adj. 
self-ish /'selfif/ adj chiefly thinking of one’s 
self and one’s own affairs: act from ~ motives. 
self-ish-ly adv 
self-ish-ness n[U] 
sell /sel/ vt,vi (pt,pp sald /sauld/) 1 give in ex- 
change for money: ~ books; ~ а car ata good 
price; ~ oranges at fivepence each. Will you~ 
me your bike? ГИ ~ it to you for £5. sell sth 
off, sell (goods, etc) cheaply. sell sth out, 
sell all of one’s stock of something: We are 
sold out of small sizes. sell (sb) short, > 
short?(2). 2 keep stocks for sale; be a dealer 
in: Do you ~ needles? 3 (of goods) be sold; find 
‘buyers: Your house ought to ~ for at least 
£18000. 4 cause to be sold: /t’s the low prices 
which ~ our goods. 5 ‘sell oneself, (a) 
present oneself to others in a convincing way 
(eg when applying for а job). (b) do some- 


thing dishonourable for money or reward. 6 
cheat; disappoint by failure to keep an agree- 
ment, etc: [ve been sold! sell sb down the 
river, > river(1). 7 be sold on sth, (infor- 
mal) agree with it, believe that it is good, etc: 
Are they sold on the idea of socialism? 
sel-ler, person who sells: a 'book~er. > 
bestseller. 
'sell-out, (a) event (a football match, con- 
cert, etc) for which all tickets have been soid. 
(b) (informal) betrayal: government policies 
which are ~-out. 

sel-vage, sel-vedge /'selvid3/ п [С] edge 
of cloth woven so that threads do not come 
apart. 

selves /selvz/ p/ of self. 

sem-an-tic /si'mzntik/ adj relating to mean- 
ing in language. 
se-man-tics м p/ (used with a sing verb) 
branch of linguistics concerned with studying 
the meanings of words and sentences. 

sema-phore /‘semofs:(r)/ п [U] system 
(code) for sending signals, eg by using arms on 
a post or flags held in the hands, with various 
positions for the letters of the alphabet. с vt,vi 
send (messages) by semaphore. 

sem-blance /'semblans/ я [С] appearance: 
putona~ of gaiety. 

se-men /'si:zman/ п [U] fertilizing fluid of 
male animals. 

semi- /semi/ prefix half of; partly; midway: 
semi-circle, semi-literate, semi-final. 
‘semi-circle, half a сис. 
ssemi-'circular adj (having the shape of a) 
half a circle. 
isemi-'colon (US = 'semi-colon), the 
punctuation mark (;) used in writing and 
printing, between a comma and a full stop in 
value. c> Appendix 4. 
ssemi-'conscious adj partly conscious. 
ssemi-de'tached adj (of a house) joined to 
another on one side. 
ssemi-'final, match or round before the final 
(eg in football competitions). Hence, ,semi- 
'finalist n[C] player, team, in the semi-finals. 
semi-of'ficial adj (esp of announcements, 
etc made to newspapers) with the condition 
that they must not be considered as coming 
from an official source. 
ssemi-'skilled, having or needing some skill 
from training but less than skilled: ,~-skilled 
Vabour. 

sem-inar /'semina:(r)/ л [С] group studying a 
problem and meeting for discussion with a 
tutor or professor. 

sem-inary /'seminar: US: -neri/ и [С] (pl 
-ies) Roman Catholic training college for 
priests. 

semo-lina /,semo'lizna/ и [0] hard grains 
from wheat, used for making pasta, in milk 
puddings, etc. | 

semp-stress /'sempstris/ > seamstress. 


senate /sensibility 


sen.-ate /'senat/ п [С] 1 (in ancient Rome) 
highest council of state. 2 (modern use) Upper 
House of the legislative assembly in various 
countries, eg France, US. 3 governing council 
of some universities. 

sena-tor /-ta(r)/, member of senate(1,2). 
sena-tor-ial /,sena'to:rial/ adj of a senate or 
senator: a senatorial district, (US) one entitled 
to elect a senator. 

send /send/ уг, у? (pt,pp sent) (For special uses 
with adverbial particles and prepositions, > 4 
below.) 1 cause a person or thing to go or be 
carried without going oneself: ~ a telegram; 
~ а message 10 her/~ her a message. The chil- 
dren were sent to bed. > take. 2 use force to 
Cause a person or thing to move rapidly: The 
wind sent the vase crashing to the ground. 3 
cause to become: This noise is ~ing me crazy. 
4 (special uses with adverbial particles and pre- 
positions): 

send sb away, dismiss, eg an employee. 
send away for sth, order (goods) to be de- 
livered by rail, post, etc: Shall we ~ away for 
this bargain in the newspaper? 

send sb down, (esp) expel a student from a 
university (for misconduct, etc). send sth 
down, cause to fall: The excellent weather 
sent the price of food down. 

send for sb/sth (to do sth), ask or order 
a person/thing to come, for something to be 
delivered: ~ for a doctor|taxi. 

send sth in (for eg a competition, exhibi- 
tion): ~ in one’s entry for a competition. 

send sth on, (a) send it (eg luggage) in ad- 
vance. (b) (of letters) readdress and post 
again (eg to previous occupants). 

send sth out, (a) give out: The sun ~s out 
light and warmth. (b) produce: The trees ~ 
out new leaves in spring. (с) circularize. 

send sb/sth up, show that he/it is ndicu- 
lous or false. Hence, 'send-up п [С]. send 
sth up, cause to rise: The heavy demand for 
beef sent the price up. 

sender /'senda(r)/ и [С] person or thing that 
sends: Who was the ~ of the telegram?. 
se-nile /'si:nail/ adj suffering from bodily or 
mental weakness because of old age; caused 
by old age: ~ decay. 

sen.il-ity /si'nilati/ п [U] weakness (of body 
or mind) in old age. 

sen-ior /'si:nia(r)/ adj (opp of junior) 1 older 
in years; higher in rank, authority, etc: He is 
ten years ~ to me. Smith is the ~ partner т (= 
the head of) the firm. 2 (abbr Snr, Sen or Sr) 
the father (used after a person’s name esp 
when a father and his son have the same Chris- 
tian name). оп [С] 1 senior.person: He is my ~ 
by ten years. 2 (US) student. in his/her fourth 
year at high school or college. 

senior 'citizen, person over the age of re- 
tirement. 

sen-ior-ity /,si:ni'prat: US: -'o:r-/-n [0] con- 
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dition of being senior (in age, rank, etc): 
Should promotion be through merit or ~? 


senna /'sena/ п [U] dried leaves of the cassia 


plant, used as a laxative. 


sen-sa-tion /sen'seifn/ 1 1 [C,U] ability to 


feel; feeling: lose all ~ in one’s legs; havea ~ of 
warmth] dizziness| falling. 2 [СО] (instance of, 
something that causes, a) quick and excited 
reaction: The news createda great~. 
sen-sa-tional /-fanl/ adj (a) causing а sensa- 
tion(2): a ~al murder. (b) (of newspapers, 
etc) presenting news in a manner designed to 
cause sensation(2): а ~al writer/newspaper. 
sen-sa-tion-al-ism /-17эт / и [U] the deliber- 
ate causing of sensation: avoid ~alism during 
an election campaign. 

sen-sa-tion-al-ist /-1st/ п [С] person causing 
sensation. 

sen-sa-tion-ally /-nali/ adv 


sense /sens/ п [С] 1 any one of the special 


powers of the body by which a person is con- 
scious of things (ie sight, hearing, smell, taste 
and touch): have a keen ~ of hearing. > sixth 
sense. 2 (p/) normal state of mind: in one’s 
(right) ~s, sane; out of one’s ~s, insane. bring 
sb to his senses, cause him to stop behav- 
ing foolishly or wildly: Perhaps a month in pri- 
son will bring you to your ~s. come to one’s 
senses, stop behaving foolishly or wildly. 
take leave of one’s senses, behave as if 
mad. 3 (with a, an or a possessive pronoun but 
not p/) appreciation or understanding of the 
value or worth (of): а ~ of humour; ту ~ of 
duty. г> direction(2). 4 (not p/) conscious- 
ness: have по ~ of shame. 5 [0] power of judg- 
ing; good, practical, judgement: Haven't you 
any ~? There's а lot of ~ in what he says. 
There’s по ~ in doing that, \t’s pointless. > 
common sense. 6 [С] meaning: Jn what ~ are 
you using the word? Using the widest ~ of the 
word..., the meaning which is the most general 
or the fullest... make (good/much/no/ 
little) sense, seem to have a lot of/no/little 
meaning that can be understood: И just 
doesn’t make ~, seems to have no meaning. 7 
[U] general feeling or opinion among a num- 
ber of people: take the ~ of a public meeting. 
[> consensus. п vt have the opinion; be 
vaguely aware of; realize: He ~d that his pro- 
posals were unwelcome. 

'sense-organ, part of the body, eg ear, eye, 
used to experience a sense(1). 


sense-less /'senslis/ adj 1 foolish: a.~ idea. 


Whata~ person he is! 2 unconscious: fall 10 
the ground. 

sense:less-ly adv 

sense-less-ness n[U] 


sen-st-bil-ity /,sensi'bilati/ n (p/ -ies) 1 [U] 


power of feeling, esp delicate emotional im- 
pressions: the ~ of an artist or poet. 2 (pl) sen- 
sitive(2) impressions (of what is right, in good 
taste, etc): Her sensibilities are quickly injured. 
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sen-sible /'sensobi/ adj 1 having or showing 
good sense(5);:reasonable; practical: a ~ 
woman; ~ clothes, practical, not for only ap- 
pearance or fashion. That was ~ of you. 2 
(science) that can be known by the senses(1): 
~ phenomena. 

sen-sibly /-abli/ adv in a sensible way: sen- 
sibly dressed for hot weather. 

sen-si-tive /'sensitiv/ adj 1 quickiy or easily 
receiving impressions: The eyes are ~ to light. 
2 (of feelings) easily hurt or offended: He is 
very ~ about his ugly appearance. 3 (of instru- 
ments, and institutions thought of as measur- 
ing things) able to record or reproduce small 
changes: а ~ record-player. The Government is 
~ to political opinion. 4 (of photographic film, 
etc) affected by light. 

sen-si-tiv-ity /,sensi'trvati/ п [U] quality, de- 
gree, of being sensitive: an injection to reduce 
the sensitivity of the pain. 

sen-si-tize (also -ise) /'sensitaiz/ vt make 
(photographic film, etc) sensitive to hight. 

sen-sory /'sensori/ adj of the senses(1) ог 
sensation: ~ nerves. 

sen-sual /'senfual/ adj 1 of, engaged in, the 
pleasures of the senses: ~ perception. 2 enjoy- 
ing, of, physical pleasures such as eating and 
drinking and sex: ~ enjoyment. 

sen-su-al-ity /,senfu'zloti/ n [U] love of, 
pleasure in, sensual pleasures. 

sen-su-ous /'senfuas/ adj affecting, noticed 
by, appealing to, the senses(1): ~ music/ 
painting. 

sent /sent/ pi,pp of send. 

sen-tence /'sentans/ и [С] 1 (statement Бу a 
judge, etc, of) punishment: pass ~ (on him), 
declare what the punishment 1$ to be; be under 
~ of death. 2 (gram) set of words complete in 
itself, used to express a statement, question, 
command, etc. о vi state that (a person) 1$ to 
have a certain punishment: ~ a thief to six 
months’ imprisonment. 

sen-ti-ment /'sentimont/ 7 1 [С] mental feel- 
ing, the total of what one thinks and feels ona 
subject; [U] such feelings collectively as an in- 
fluence: The ~ of pity includes a feeling of 
sympathy and of a desire to help. 2 [U] (ten- 
dency to be affected by a) (display of) emo- 
попа! feeling (contrasted with reason): 
There’s no place for ~ in business. 3 expression 
of feeling; opinions or point of view: The am- 
bassador explained the ~s of his government. 

sen-ti-men-tal /,sentu'mentl/ adj 1 having 
to do with the feelings; emotional: have a~ at- 
tachment to one’s birthplace. The bracelet had 
only ~ value, eg because it belonged to one’s 
mother. 2 (of things) producing, expressing, 
(often excessive) feelings: ~ music; (of рег- 
sons) having such excessive feelings: She’s far 
100 ~ about her cats. 

sen-ti-men-tal-ity /,sentimen'teloti/ п [U] 
the quality of being very sentimental. 


sensibie /serf 


sen-ti-men-tally /-tali/ adv 

sen-try /'sentri/ и [С] (p/ -ies) soldier keeping 
watch or guard. 
'sentry-box, hut Гога sentry. 

sep-ar-able /'seprabi/ adj that can be separ- 
ated. 

sep-ar-ate' /'seprat/ adj 1 divided; not 
joined or united: Cut it into three ~ parts. 2 
not physically united but forming a distinct 
unit: The children sleep in ~ beds, Each of 
them has his own bed. Mr Green and his wife 
are living ~ (= apart) now. оп (pl) clothing 
which may be worn in a variety of combina- 
tions, eg jerseys, blouses and skirts. 
sep-ar-ate-ly adv (a) individually: Tie them 
up ~ly. (b) apart: They live ~ly. 

sep-ar-ate? /'seporeit/ vt,vi 1 make, be, sep- 
arate: ~ the boys from the girls. England is ~d 
from France by the Channel. 2 (of a number of 
people) leave each other: We talked until mid- 
night and then ~d. 

sep.-ar-ation /,seps'reifn/ n 1 [U] (state of) 
being separated or separate; act of separating: 
S~ from his friends made him sad. 2 [С] in- 
stance of, period of, not being together: after a 
~ of five years. 

se-pia /'si:pia/ п [U], adj dark brown (ink or 
paint). 

Sep-tem-ber /sep'tembo(r)/ я the ninth 
month of the year, with 30 days. 

sep-tet /sep'tet/ п [С] (musical composition 
for a) group of seven voices or instruments. 

sep-tic /'septik/ adj causing, caused by, infec- 
tion (with disease germs): A dirty wound may 
become|/turn~. 
septic ‘tank, tank outside a building in 
which sewage 1$ disposed of and purified. 

sep-ul-chral /si'palkroal/ adj of a burial (in a 
tomb). 

sep-ulchre (US = -ui-cher) /'sepolka(r)/ и 
[C] tomb, esp one cut in rock or built of stone. 

se-quel /'si:kwal/ n [С] 1 that which follows 
or arises out of (an earlier happening): Famine 
has often been the ~ of war. 2 story, film, etc 
continuing the plot, etc of an earlier one or 
with the same directory, cast, etc. 

se-quence /'si:kwans/ и [U] succession; [С] 
connected line of events, ideas, etc: the ~ of 
events, the order in which they occur. 

se-quin /'si:kwin/ п [С] tiny shining disc-sewn 
оп {© Чо as an ornament. 

sere /sia(r)/ = sear’. 

ser-en-ade /|,sera'neid/ и [С] (piece of) music 
(to be) sung or played outdoors at night. с vt 
sing or play a serenade to (a person): serenad- 
ing her by moonlight. 

ser-ene /si'ri:n/ adj clear and calm: a ~ sky/ 
look|smile. 
ser-ene-ly аду 
ser-en-ity /si'renati/ я [0] 

serf jss:f/ п [С] (in olden times) person who 
worked on the land and was sold with it hike a 


sergeant/service 


slave. 

serf-dom /-dom/ п [U] (a) economic and 
social system using serfs. (6) serfs condition 
of life. 

ser-geant /‘sa:dzont/ м [С] 1 non- 
commissioned army officer above a corporal. 
2 police-officer with rank below that of an 
inspector. 

sergeant-'major, warrant officer, between 
commissioned and non-commissioned army 
officer. 

ser-ial /'storiol/ adj1 of, in or forming a series: 
the '~ number of a banknote or cheque. 2 (of a 
story, etc) appearing in parts (on radio, TV, in 
a magazine etc). о п [С] serialized play, story, 
etc. 

ser-ial-ize (also -ise) /-laiz/ vt publish or 
produce in serial form. 

series /'siori:z/ п [С] (р! unchanged) number 
of things, events, etc each of which ts related in 
some way to the others, esp to the one before 
it: a ~ of stamps, eg of different values, but 
issued at one time; а 'television ~, a number of 
programmes, each complete in itself, linked by 
cast, theme, etc. in series, (a) in an orderly 
arrangement. (b) (of the parts of an electrical 
circuit) with the supply of current fed directly 
through each component. 

seri-ous /'siorios/ adj 1 thoughtful; not 
funny, silly or for pleasure: а ~ attempt/ 
appearance|face; look ~. Stop laughing and be 
~ for a moment. 2 important because of pos- 
sible danger: a ~ illness|mistake. The interna- 
tional situation looks ~. 3 in earnest; sincere: a 
~ worker. Please be ~ about your work. 
seri-ous-ly adv in a serious manner: be ~ly 
ill. 

seri-ous-ness п [U] state of being serious: 
the ~ness of inflation. in all seriousness, 
very seriously: J tell you this in all ~ness, Гат 
not joking, being insincere, etc. 

ser-mon /5злтэп/ п [С] spoken or written 
speech on a religious or moral subject, esp one 
given from a pulpit in a church. 

ser-mon-ize (also -ise) /-aiz/ vt,vi (fig) 
preach or talk seriously to: Stop ~izing, tel- 
ling me about my faults, etc. 

ser-pent /'s3:pont/ я [С] 1 snake (the more 
usual word). 2 (fig) sly, deceptive person. 
ser-rated /se'reitid US: 'sereitid/ adj having 
notches on the edge likea saw. 

ser-ried /'serid/ adj (of lines or ranks of per- 
sons) close together, shoulder to shoulder: in 
~ ranks. 

serum /'sroram/ и (p/ ~s) 1 [U) watery fluid 
in animal bodies; thin, transparent part of 
biood. 2 [С] (dose of) such a fluid taken 
from the blocd of an animal and used for 
inoculations. 

ser-vant /'sa:vont/ и [С] 1 person who works 
in a household for wages, food and lodging. 2 
person devoted to a person or thing: a ~ of 
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Jesus Christ, eg a Christian priest. © also 
civil/public servant. 

serve /s3:v/ vt,vi1 be a servant to, work for, 
(a person): He ~s as gardener and also as 
chauffeur. 2 perform duties (for): serving one’s 
country, eg in Parliament or in the armed 
forces. serve on sth, be a member of: ~ опа 
committee. serve under sb, be in the armed 
forces (esp the Navy) under the command of: 
My great-grandfather ~d under Nelson. 3 at- 
tend to (customers in a shop, etc); supply (with 
goods and services); place (food, etc) on the 
table for a meal; give (food, etc) to people at a 
meal: There was no one in the shop to ~ me. 
Mint sauce is often ~d with lamb. 4 be satisfac- 
tory for a need or purpose: This box will ~ for 
a seat. 5 act towards, treat (a person т a сег- 
tain way): J hope ГИ never be ~d such a trick 
again, have such a trick played оп me. /t 
serves him, etc right, > right?(3). 6 pass 
the usual or normal number of years (learning 
a trade, etc): He’s ~d his apprenticeship. 7 go 
through a term of office: He ~d his time as 
manager for five years. 8 undergo a period of 
imprisonment: He has ~d five years of his sen- 
tence. 9 (legal) deliver (a summons, etc) to the 
person named in it. 10 (in tennis, etc) put the 
ball into play by batting it to an opponent: ~ а 
ball; ~ well/badly. a п [С] (in tennis, etc) (turn 
for) striking and putting the ball into play: 
Whose ~ is it? 
server, (a) person who serves(3,10). (b) 
tray for dishes of food. 
serv-ing п [С] amount of food (to be) served 
to one person: four servings of soup. 

ser-vice /'ss:vis/ n 1 [U] being а servant; posi- 
tion as a servant: Miss White has been in our ~ 
for five years. 2 [С] department or branch of 
public work, government employment, etc: 
the ,Diplo'matic S~. > civil service. on ac- 
tive service, performing duties as a member 
of the armed forces in time of war. 3 [C] some- 
thing done to help or benefit another or 
others: His ~s to the State have been immense. 
Do you need the ~s of a doctor|lawyer? 4 [Ц] 
benefit, use, advantage: Can I be of ~ to you, 
help you in any way? Гат/Му car is at your~, 
ready to help you. 5 [C] system or arrange- 
ment that supplies public needs, esp for com- 
munications: а ‘bus/!train ~; the чёерйопе ~, 
a good 'postal ~. 6 [С] form of worship and 
prayer to God: three ~s every Sunday, the 
‘marriage ~. 7 [С] complete set of plates, 
dishes, etc for use at table: а 'tea/'dinner ~. 8 
[9] serving of food and drink (in hotels, etc); 
work done by hotel staff, etc: The food is good 
at this hotel, but the ~ is poor. 9 [U] main- 
tenance given after the sale of an article: send 
the car in for ~ every 3000 miles, eg for 
greasing, checking of brakes,-etc. 10 (ева!) 
serving of a writ, summons, etc. 11 (in tennis, 
etc) act of serving the ball; manner of doing 
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this; person’s turn to serve: Her ~ is weak. 
Whose ~ is it? о у: maintain or repair (a car, 
radio, machine, etc) after sale (<> 9 above): 
have the car ~d regularly. 
‘service charge, additional charge for ser- 
vice(8). 
‘service flat, one in which domestic help 
(sometimes with meals) is provided. 
‘service industry, providing services, not 
making things. 
'service-line, (in tennis, etc) from which the 
ball is served(10). 
‘service road, branch off a main road giving 
access to houses, etc. 
'service station, petrol station with servic- 
ing facilities. 
ser-vice-able /-эЫ/ adj (a) suited for ordi- 
nary wear and use; strong and durable: мае 
clothes for children. (b) capable of giving 
good service. | 
ser-vi-ette /,ss:vi'et/n[C] = napkin. 
ser-vile /'ss:vail US: -vl/ adj 1 of or like 
slaves: ~ work. 2 characteristic of a slave; not 
showing the spirit of independence: ~ to pub- 
lic opinion, giving too much attention to it. 
ser-vi-tude /'ss:vitju:d US: -tu:d/ п [U] 
(formal) condition of being forced to work for 
others and having no freedom. > penal. 
ses-ame /‘sesomi/ п [С] 1 plant with seeds 
used in various ways as food and giving an oil 
used in salads. 2 Open sesame! magic 
words said to cause a door to open. 
ses-sion /'sefn/ п [К] 1 (meeting of a) law 
court, law-making body, etc; time occupied by 
discussions at such a meeting: the autumn ~ 
(= sitting) of Parliament; go into secret ~. т 
session, meeting, active (not on holiday). 2 
(Scot and US) university term. 3 single, unin- 
terrupted meeting for a purpose: a re'cording 
~, eg ofa radio programme. 
set' /set/ 1 [С] number of things of the same 
kind, that belong together because they are 
similar or complementary to each other: a 
'‘tea-~, Cups, saucers, etc; a new ~ of false 
teeth; a~ of stamps|of lectures . 2 [С] number 
of persons who associate, or who have similar 
or identical tastes and interests: the 'racing/ 
'literary{'golfing ~; the ‘smart ~, those who 
consider themselves leaders in society; the 'fast 
~, those who gamble, etc; the ‘jet ~, nich 
people flying from one holiday resort to an- 
other. 3 [С] radio receiving apparatus: a tran- 
sistor ~. 4 (not pi) direction (of current, wind, 
etc); tendency (of opinion): the ~ of the tide; 
the ~ of public opinion. 5 (not p/) position or 
angle: / recognize him by the ~ of his head|/ 
shoulders. 6 [С] way in which clothing con- 
forms to the shape of the body: the ~ of a coat. 
2> set?(14). 7 [C] (in tennis, etc) group of 
games counting as a unit to the side that wins 
more than half the games in it. 8 setting of the 
hair: have a shampoo and ~. 9 [С] scenery on 


serviette /set 


the stage of a theatre or in a studio or outside 
for filming: You must be on the ~ by 7am. 10 
[С] young plant, cutting, bulb, etc ready to be 
planted: onion ~s. 11 (maths) collection of 
things ofa similar type. 

set? /set/ vr,vi (-tt-, pt,pp ~) (For special uses 
with adverbial particles and prepositions, > 
17 below.) 1 (of the sun, moon, stars) go down 
below the horizon: П will be cooler when the 
sun has ~. 2 move or place something so that 
it 1$ near to or touching something else: ~ a 
glass to one’s lips; ~ pen to paper, begin to 
write. set a match/(a) light/fire to sth: 
set sth alight/on fire, cause it to begin 
burning. 3 cause (a person or thing) to be in, 
or reach, a specified state or relation. set $6/ 
sth on his/its feet, (a) help him to get to 
his feet after a fall. (b) help him/it to gam 
strength, financial stability, etc: Foreign aid ~ 
the country on its feet after the war. set sb 
free, free (prisoners, etc). set sb’s mind at 
ease/rest, > mind'(2). be all set (for 
sth/to do sthj, be ready (for the start of a 
race, etc). 4cause a person or thing to begin to 
do something: /f’s time we ~ the machinery go- 
ing, start operations. The news ~ me thinking. 
5 (usually with an adverb or adverbial phrase; 
> 17 below for combinations of set and ad- 
verbial particles with special meanings) put, 
place, lay, stand: She ~ the food on the table. 6 
put forward as (material to be dealt with as a 
task, an example, etc): / have ~ myself a diffi- 
cult task. Who will ~ the papers for the exami- 
nation, prepare the examination questions? 
set (sb) an example/a good example, 
offer a good standard for others to follow. set 
the fashion, start a fashion to be copied by 
others. set the pace, fix it by leading Gna 
race, etc). 7 give something (to a person/ 
oneself) as a task: He ~ the farm labourer to 
chop wood. 8 (used with various grammatical 
objects, the nouns in alphabetical order) set 
опе'$ cap at sb, > cap. set eyes on sb, 
see him. set one’s heart/hopes/mind on 
sth; have one’s heart, etc set оп sth, be 
filled with strong desire for; direct one’s hopes 
towards: The boy has ~ his heart on becoming 
an engineer. set a price on sth, declare 
what it will be sold for. set much/great/ 
little/no store by sth, © store(7). 9 put 
in a certain state or condition for a particular 
purpose: ~ a (broken) bone, bring the parts 
together so that they may unite. set a 
clock/watch, put the hands to the correct 
time (or, for an alarm clock, to sound at the 
desired time). set one‘s hair, arrange it 
(when damp) so that when it is dried, it is 
waved: She’s having her hair ~ for the party. 
set the scene, describe a place and the 
people taking part in an activity, eg in a play, 
novel or sporting event: Our commentator will 
now ~ the scene in the stadium. set sail 


set/settle 


(from/to/for), begin a voyage. set the 
table, \ay it ready with plates, cutlery, etc. 10 
put, fix, one thing firmly in another: ~ a diam- 
ond in gold; a gold ring ~ with gems. 11 (of 
tides, winds) move or flow along; gather force: 
The current is ~ting in towards the shore. The 
wind ~s from the west. The tide has ~ in his 
favour, (fig) He is winning public support and 


approval. 12 set sth (to sth): ~ words|/a. 


poem to music, provide with music. 13 (of 
plants, fruit trees, their blossom) form or de- 
velop fruit as the result of fertilization: The 
apples haven't ~ well this year. 14 (of clothing) 
become adapted to the shape of the body. 15 
(cause to) become firm, solid, rigid (from a 
liquid or soft state): The jelly is/has not ~ yet. 
16 (pp) (a) unmoving, fixed: а ~ smile/look/ 
purpose. (b) pre-arranged; at a ~ time. (c) 
unchanging: ~ in one’s ways, having fixed 
habits; a man of ~ opinions, unable or unwil- 
ling to change them. (d) planned, learned; 
tegular: ~ phrases; a ~ speech; ~ forms of 
prayers. (e) set fair, (of the weather) fine 
and with no signs of change. 

17 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

set about sth, start it: [don’t know how tow 
about this job, how to make a start on it. set 
about sb, (informal) attack: They ~ about 
each other in the park. 

set sh against sb, cause him to compete 
-with, fight, him. set one thing against 
another, regard it as compensating for, ba- 
lancing, another. 

set sth apart/aside, (a) put on one side 
for future use. (b) disregard: Let’s ~ aside our 
personal feelings. (c) (legal) reject: ~ a claim 
aside. 

set sth back, (a) move back: The horse ~ 
back its ears. (b) Бе piaced at a distance from: 
The house is ~ back from the road. set sb/ 
sth back, (a) stop or reverse the progress of: 
All our efforts at reform have been ~ back. 
Hence, 'set-back n [С] (p/ set-backs). (b) 
(sl) cost: That dinner ~ me back £20. 

set sth down, (a) put down: ~ down а load. 
(6) write down on paper: ~ it down for every- 
one to read. set sb down, (of a vehicle, its 
driver) allow (a passenger) to get down or out: 
The bus stopped to ~ down ап old lady. 

set forth, (a) = set out (which is more usu- 
al). set sth forth. (formal) make known: ~ 
forth one’s political views. 

set in, (a) start and seem likely to continue: 
The rainy season has ~ т. (b) (of tides, winds; 
С> 11 above) begin to flow: The tide is ~ting 
in, flowing towards the shore. 

set off, start (a journey, race, etc): They’ ve~ 
off on a trip round the world. set sth off, (a) 
explode a mine, firework, etc. (b) make more 
striking by comparison: This gold frame ~s off 
your painting very well. (c) balance; compen- 
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sate: ~ off gains against losses. (4) mark off: 
~ off a clause by a comma. set sb off (do- 
ing sth), cause to start: Don’t ~ him off talk- 
ing about football or he ll go on all evening. 

set on sb, attack: She had been ~ on by mug- 
gers. be set on sth, be determined to be or 
get: His heart (= He) is ~ on being a doctor. 
set out, begin (a journey, etc): They ~ ош at 
dawn for ( = to go to) the coast. set out todo 
sth, have it as an aim or intention: He ~ out 
to break the world record. set sth out, (a) 
make known: ~ out one’s reasons. (b) аг- 
range: He ~s out his ideas clearly in this essay. 
(c) plant out. 

set sb over sb, put him in control/ 
command: A younger man has been ~ over me. 
set 'to, begin doing something: The engineers 
~ to and repaired the bridge. 

set sth up, (a) place something in position: 
~ up a Statue. (b) establish (an institution, bu- 
siness, argument, etc): ~ up an office. Hence, 
'set-up лм (informal) arrangement of an or- 
ganization: What's the ~-up here? set 
(oneself) up as, (a) go into business as: He 
has ~ (himself) up as a bookseller. (b) believe 
oneself to be: 1 ve never ~ myself up as perfect. 
set sh up (as sth), get him started or estab- 
lished, eg by supplying money: His father ~ 
him up in business. set up house, start living 
in one. set up shop, > shop(1). 

be set upon sth, = besetonsth. 

set-square /'set skwea(r)/ п [С] triangular 
plate of wood, plastic, metal, etc with angles 
of 90°, 60° and 30° (or 90°, 45°, 45°), used for 
drawing lines at these angles. 

set-tee /se'ti:/ п [С] seat like a sofa, with sides 
and back, for two or more persons. 

set-ter /'seta(r)/ п [С] 1 (breeds of) long- 
haired dog trained to stand motionless on 
scenting game. 2 (used аз a suffix) person 
who, thing which, sets (various meanings): a 
\bone-~. 

set-ting /'setin/ n [С] 1 framework in which 
something is fixed or fastened: the ~ of a 
Jewel. 2 surroundings: a beautiful ~ for a pic- 
nic. 3 music composed for a poem, etc. > 
set?(12). 3 descent (of the sun, moon, etc) be- 
low the horizon: (as an adjective) the ~ sun. 

settle’ /'setl/ и [С] long, wooden seat with a 
high back and arms, the seat often being the 
lid of a chest. 

settle? /'setl/ vt,vi (For special uses with ad- 
verbial particles and prepositions, > 8 below.) 
1 make one’s home in (permanently): ~ in 
London|in Canada|in the country. 2 come to 
rest (on); stay for some time (on): The bird~d 
on a branch. The dust ~d on everything. 3 
cause (a person) to become used to, or com- 
fortable in, a new position (after a period of 
movement or activity): The nurse ~d her pa- 
tients for the night, made them comfortable, 
etc. 4 make or become calm, untroubled: We 
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need a period of ~d weather for the harvest. 
Wait until the excitement has ~d. 5 make an 
agreement about; decide: /?’s time you ~d the 
dispute/argument. Nothing is ~d yet. The law- 
suit was ~d out of court, a decision was 
reached by the parties themselves (and their 
lawyers) instead of by the court. 6 pay: ~ a 
bill. 7 (of dust, etc in the air, particles of solid 
substances ша liquid, etc) (cause to) sink; (of 
a liquid) become clear as solid particles sink: 
We need а shower to ~ the dust. 
8 (special uses with adverbial particles and pre- 
positions): 
settle down, sit or lie comfortably (after a 
-period of movement or activity): Не ~d down 
in his armchair to read. settle (sb) down, 
make or become calm and peaceful: Wait until 
the children have ~d down before you start 
your lesson. settle (down) to sth, give 
one’s attention to: /Г5 terrible—I cant ~ 
(down) to anything today, am too restless to do 
my work, etc. settle down (to sth), be- 

‘come established (in a new way of life, new 
work, etc): ~ down to married life/in a new job. 
settle for sth, accept, although not al- 
together satisfactory: / had hoped to get £200 
for my old car but had to ~ for £180. settle 
(sb) in, (help him to) move into a new house, 

- flat, job, etc and put things in order: You must 
come and see our new house when we’re/we’ ve 
~din. 

settle sth on/upon zs В give him 
(property, etc) for use during his lifetime: ~ 
part of one’s estate on one’s son. г> settle- 
ment(2). settle on/upon sth, decide to 
have: Which of the hats have you~d on? 
settle (up) (with sb), pay what one owes: 
I shall ~ (up) with you next month. 

settled /'setld/ adj 1 fixed; unchanging; 
‘permanent: ~ weather; aman of ~ opinions. 2 
(of a bill) paid. 

settle-ment /'setimont/ и 1 [U] the act of 
settling (a dispute, debt, etc); [C] instance of 
this: The strikers have reacheda~ with the em- 
ployers. I enclose a cheque in ~ of your ac- 
count. 2 [C] (statement of) property given to a 
person: a 'marriage ~, one made by a man in 
favour of his wife. 3 [U] process of settling 
people in a colony; [С] new colony. 

set-tler /'setla(r)/ и [С] person who has made 
his home in a newly developed country: white 
_~s т Kenya. 

seven /'sevn/ adj,n[C] (of) 7. 
iseven-fold /-fauld/ adj, adv seven times as 
much, as great or as many. 
sev-enth /'sevn6/ adj, п [С] (abbr 71h) (of) 
one of 7 parts or the next after 6. 
sev-enth-ly adv in the 7th place. 
seven-teen /,sevn'ti:n/ adj, п [С] (of) 17. 
seven-teenth /|,sevn'ti:n8/ adj, п [С] (abbr 
17th) (of) one of 17 parts or the next after 16. 
seven-ti-eth adj, n[C].(abbr 7011) (of) one of 


settied /sextant 


70 parts or the next after 69. 
sev-enty /'sevanti/ adj, n [C] (of) 70. in the 
seventies, (a) (of а  person’s age, 
temperature, speed, etc) between 69 and 80. 
(b) between 60 and 80 inacentury. 

sever /'seva(r)/ уг. УГ 1 cut (the usual word): ~ 
а горе. 2 (fig) break off: ~ one’s connections 
with her. 3 break (the usual word): The rope 
~ed under the strain. 
sev-er-ance /'severans/ и [U] : ~ance pay, 
paid to an employee when his contract has 
ended. 

sev-eral /'sevral/ adj 1 three or more; some 
but not many: You will need ~ more. I ve read 
it ~ times. 2 separate; individual: They went 
their ~ ways, Each went his own way. с ргоп а 
few; some: S~ of us refused. 

se-vere /si'via(r)/ adj 1 stern, strict: ~ /ooks, 
be ~ with one’s children. 2 (of the weather, at- 
tacks of disease, etc) strong, extreme: a ~ 
storm, ~ pain. 3 making great demands on 
skill, ability, patience and other qualities: The 
pace was too ~ to be kept up for long. 
sev-ere-ly adv 

se-ver-ity /s:'verati/ n (pi -ies) (formal) 1 [U] 
quality of being severe: the ~ (= extreme 
cold) of the winter in Canada. 2 (pl) severe 
treatment or experiences: the severities of the 
winter campaign. 

sew /5э0/ vi,vi (pt ~ed, pp ~n en work 
with a needle and thread; fasten with stitches; 
make (clothing) by stitching: ~ a button on. 
This dress is jhand-'~n|~n by hand. sew sth 
up, (a) join (at the edges) with stitches. (b) 
(informal) complete; (as a pp) having obtained 
control of: We’ve got the market for diction- 
aries ~n up. 
sewer /'saua(r)/ и [С] person who sews. 
sew-ing п [0] material (for clothes, etc) be- 
ing sewn. 
'sewing-machine, machine for sewing. 

sew-age /'sju:id3 US: 'su:-/ п [9] waste or- 
ganic matter, etc carried off in sewers. 

sewer’ /'sju:o(r) US: 'su:-/ п [С] underground 
channel (pipeline, etc) to carry off sewage and 
rainwater. 

sewer’ /'saua(r)/n D sew. 

sewn /soun/ pp of sew. 

sex /seks/n 1 [0] being male or female: What 
is the cat's ~? Help them all, without distinc- 
tion of race, age or ~. 2[C] males or females as 
a group: the 'fair ~, women. 3 [9] differences 
between males and females; consciousness of 
these differences: '~ appeal, attractiveness of 
a person of one sex to the other. 4 [U] sexual 
activity and everything connected with it. 
sex-less adj neither male nor female. 
sexy adj (-ier, -iest) sexually attractive. 

sex:-ist /'seksist/ п [С], adj (person) who con- 
siders women to be inferior to men. 

sex-tant /'sekstont/ п [С] instrument used for 
measuring the altitude of the sun, etc (in order 
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to determine a ship’s position, etc). 

sex-ton /‘seksten/ и [С] man who takes саге 
of a church buildings, digs graves in the 
churchyard, etc. 

sex-ual /'sekfual/ adj of sex or the sexes. 
sexual ‘intercourse, physical union of 
male and female persons or animals that pro- 
duces offspring. 
sexu-al-ity /,sekfu'azloti/ и [U] sex charac- 
teristics or appeal. 

shabby /(=Ы/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 in bad repair 
or condition; poorly dressed: wearing а ~ hat. 
You look ~ in those old clothes. 2 (of behavi- 
our) mean; unfair. 
shab-bily /'fzboali/ adv 

shack /fek/ п [С] small, wooden shed, hut or 
house. 

shackle /'{zk!/ п [С] 1 one of a pair of iron 
rings joined by a chain for fastening a prison- 
er’s wrists or ankles. 2 (fig) something that 
prevents freedom of action: the ~s of conven- 
tion. в vt put shackles on; prevent from acting 
freely. 

shade /feid/ 1 [U; with adj, verb and a or ап] 
1 comparative darkness caused by the cutting 
off of direct rays of light: a temperature of 
35°C in the ~. The trees give a pleasant ~. 2 
(fig) comparative obscurity. put sb/sth т 
the shade, cause to appear small, unimpor- 
tant, etc by contrast: You are so clever that my 
poor efforts are put in the ~. 3 [Ч] darker 
part(s) of a picture, etc; reproduction of the 
darker part of a picture: There is not enough 
light and ~ in your drawing. 4 [С] degree ог 
depth of colour: cloth in several ~s of blue. 5 
(C] degree of difference: a word with many ~s 
of meaning. 6 something that reduces light: a 
Yamp~.0a у, 1 keep direct light from: He ~d 
his eyes with his hands. 2 screen (a light, lamp, 
etc) to reduce brightness. 3 darken (parts of a 
drawing, etc) to give the appearance of light 
and dark. 4 change by degrees: scarlet shading 
off into pink. 
shad-ing n (a) [U] use of black, etc to give 
light and shade to a drawing. (b) [C] small 
difference or variation. 

shadow /|'fxdou/ n 1 [С] area of shade, dark 
shape, thrown on the ground, a wall, floor, etc 
by something which cuts off the direct rays of 
light. 2 [С] something difficult to see, vague or 
unreal: He’s a~ of his former self, is very thin 
and weak. 3 (p/) partial darkness: the ~s of 
evening. 4 [С] dark patch or area: have ~s 
round the eyes, thought to be due to no sleep, 
to iliness, etc. 5 (sing only) very small amount 
or degree: without/beyond a ~ of doubt. 6 per- 
son’s inseparable friend or follower. о vt 1 
darken. 2 follow closely and watch the move- 
ments of: The suspect was ~ed by detectives. 
Shadow 'Cabinet, members of the Oppos- 
ition in Parliament who would form a Cabinet 
if they were in power. 
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shadow ‘spokesman, Opposition MP 
selected to speak on a particular issue, eg 
housing. 
shad-owy adj 

shady /'feidi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 giving shade 
from sunlight; situated in shade: the ~ side of 
the street. 2 of doubtful honesty: a~ deal. 

shaft /fa:ft US: Jeft/ п [С] 1 (long stem of 
an) arrow or spear. 2 long handle of an axe or 
other tool. 3 one of the pair of bars (wooden 
poles) between which a horse is harnessed to 
pull a cart, etc. 4 long part of a column (be- 
tween the base and the top). 5 long, narrow 
space, usually vertical, eg for descending into 
а coalmine, for a lift in a building, or for venti- 
lation. 6 bar or rod joining parts of a machine, 
or transmitting power. 7 ray (of light). 

shag /fzg/n[U] coarse kind of cut tobacco. 

shaggy /'{х9!/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of hair) 
rough, coarse and untidy. 2 covered with 
rough, coarse hair: а ^^ dog; ~ eyebrows. 

shake!’ /feik/ п [С] shaking or being shaken: а 
~ of the head, to indicate ‘no’. 

shake? /ferk/ vt,vi (pt shook /fuk/, pp ~n 
/‘fetkan/) 1 (cause to) move from side to side, 
up and down etc: ~ a rug; ~ a man by the 
hand; ~ one’s head, to indicate ‘no’, or doubt, 
disapproval, etc; ~ one’s fist at him, to show 
anger, defiance. Не. was shaking with 
laughter|cold. 2 shock; trouble; weaken: They 
were badly ~n by the news. 3 (of a person’s 
voice) trmble; become weak: Her voice shook 
with emotion. 
4 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): . 
shake down, become adjusted to a new en- 
vironment, new conditions, etc: The new 
teaching staff is shaking down nicely. 
shake sth from/out of sth, get from/out 
of by shaking: ~ apples from a tree; ~ sand out 
of one’s shoes. 
shake sb off, free oneself from: The thief 
ran fast and soon shook off the police. shake 
sth off, get rid of quickly: ~ off a со4]а fit of 
depression. 
‘shake on it, (informal) shake hands and 
agree: Let’s~ onit. 
shake sth out, spread out by shaking: ~ 
outa tablecloth. 
shake sth up, (a) mix well by shaking: ~ up 
a bottle of medicine. (b) restore something to 
shape by shaking: ~ up a cushion. shake sh 
up, restore from apathy or laziness: Some of 
these managers need shaking up—they’re 
asleep on the job. Hence, 'shake-up п: We 
need a good ~-up in our office. 

shak-ing /'feikin/ n = shake: give а pillow a 
good ~, shake it well. 

shaky /'fetki/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of a person, 
his movements, etc) weak; unsteady: ~ hands; 
speak ina ~ voice; feel very ~. 2 unsafe; un- 
reliable: a~ table. My French is alittle ~. 
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shak-ily /-ali/ adv 

shale /feul/ »[U] soft rock that splits easily in- 
to layers. 

shall /fol strong form: Sel) auxiliary verb (1 
shall, he shall, often shortened to UH /all/, 
He'll /hi:i/; shall not is often shortened to 
shan’t /fa:nt US: fent/; pt should /fud 
weak form: Jad/; should not is often shortened 
to shouldn't /'fudnt/) 1 (used to express the 
future tense): We ~/ We'll arrive tomorrow. ГИ 
see you soon. (Note: will is often used.) 2 (used 
to form a future or conditional statement ex- 
pressing the speaker’s will or intention; with 
stress on shall, should, it expresses obligation 
or compulsion; without special stress on shall, 
should, it expresses a promise or a threat): You 
say you will not do it, but Isay you'~ do it. You 
shan’ t catch me so easily next time. 3 (used to 
form statements or questions expressing the 
ideas of duty, command, obligation, condi- 
tional duty, and (in the neg) prohibition): S~ / 
(= Do you want me to) open the window? I 
asked the man whether the boy should wait. You 
should (= ought to) have been more careful. 4 
(should is used after how, why): How should 1 
know? Why should youlhe think that? 5 (should 
is used to express probability or expectation): 
They should be there/have arrived by now. 

shal-lot /fo'lot/(C] sort of small onion. 

shal-low /'fzlou/ adj (-er, -est) 1 of little 
depth: ~ water. 2 (fig) not reasonable or seri- 
ous: а ~ argument; ~ talk. о п [С] (often pi) 
shallow place in a river or in the sea. 

sham /fzm/ vi,vt (-mm-) pretend to be: He 
~med dead|death. He’s only ~ming. оп [С] 1 
person who shams; something intended to de- 
ceive: His love was only a ~. 2 [U] pretence: 
What he says is all ~. 0 adj false; pretended: ~ 

° pity. 

shamble /(хтЫ/ vi walk unsteadily as if 
unable to lift the feet properly: The old man 
~dup tome. оп [С] shambling walk. 

shambles /{=тЫ?/ n (used with a sing 
verb) 1 scene of bloodshed: The place became a 
~.2 scene of untidiness or confusion: His flat 
is acomplete ~. 

shame /Jeim/ п [0] 1 sad feeling, loss of self- 
respect, caused by wrong, dishonourable or 
foolish behaviour, failure, etc (of oneself, 
one’s family, etc): feel ~ at having told a lie; 
hang one’s head for|in ~. 2 capacity for ex- 
periencing shame: He has по ^ [15 without ~.3 
[9] dishonour. bring shame оп sb/ 
oneself, dishonour him/oneself. 4 (with a, 
an but not p/) something unworthy; something 
that causes shame; a person or thing that is 
wrong: /t’s а ~ to take the money for doing 
such easy work. Не’5 а ~ to his family. о vt 1 
cause shame to; cause a person to feel shame; 
bring disgrace on: ~ one’s family. 2 frighten 
or force (a person to do/not to do something): 
~ aman into apologizing. 


;shame-'faced adj looking ashamed. 
shame-ful /-П/ adj causing or bringing 
shame: ~ ful conduct. 
shame-fully /-fali/ adv 
shame-less adj without shame: The ~/ess 
girl had no clothes on. 

sham-poo /fem'pu:/ п [С] (special liquid, 
etc for a) washing of the hair: give her а ~~ and 
set. O vt wash (the hair of the head): Have you 
~ed your hair yet? 

sham-rock /‘{emrok/ п [С] plant with 
(usually) three leaves on each stem (the 
national emblem of Ireland). 

shandy /'fend:/ л [C,U] drink of beer and 
lemonade. 

shank /fenk/([C]1 leg, esp the part between 
the knee and the ankle. 2 straight part of an 
anchor, etc. 

shan't /fa:nt US. fent/ = shall пог. > shall. 

shanty /'fenti/ т [С] (p/ -ies) poorly made 
hut or house. 
'shanty-town, area of a town with shanties. 

shape’ /feip/ n 1 [СО] outer form; total ef- 
fect produced by the outlines of something: 
There were clouds of different ~s. What's the 
~ of his nose? knock sth into/out of 
shape. put it into/out of the nght shape. 
take shape, become definite in form or out- 
line: The new building| His plan is beginning to 
take ~. 2 sort, description: Гуе had no help 
from him in any ~ or form, none of any sort. 3 
condition: He is in good ~, is physically fit. 
Her affairs are т good ~, are well organized. 4 
[С] vague form: J could see a~ in the darkness. 

shape? /feip/ vi,vi 1 give a shape or form to: 
~ а pot оп a wheel. 2 (рр): ~d like а pear| 
'pear-~d, having the shape of a pear. 3 give 
signs of future shape or development: Our 
plans are shaping well, showing promise of 
success. 
shape-less adj with no definite shape. 

shape-ly /'ferpli/ adj (-ier, -iest) (esp of a 
person) having a pleasing shape: a ~ pair of 
legs. 

share’ /fea(r)/ л1 [С] part or division which a 
person has in, receives from, or gives to, a 
stock held by several or many persons, or 
which he contributes to a fund, expenses, etc: 
We shall all have a ~ in the profits. go shares 
(with sb) (in sth), divide (profits, costs, 
etc) with others; become part owner (with 
others); pay (a part of an expense): Let me go 
~s with you in the taxi fare. 2(U] part taken or 
received by a person in an action, etc, eg of re- 
sponsibility, blame: You must take your ~ of 
the blame. 3 [С] one of the equal parts into 
which the capital of a company is divided with 
which the holder can have a part of the profits. 
О vt,vi 1 give a share of to others; divide and 
distribute: ~ (out) £100 among/between five 
men, eg by giving them £20 each. share sth 
with sb, give a part to somebody else: He 
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would ~ his last pound with me. 2 have or use 
(with): He hated having to ~ the hotel bedroom 
with a stranger. 3 have a share: J will ~ (in) the 
cost with you. share and ,share alike, 
have equal shares with others in the use, 
enjoyment, expense, etc of something. 
ishare-holder, owner of shares(3). 
'share-out, и [С] distribution. 

share? /Геэ(г)/ и [С] blade of a plough. 

shark /Га:К/ и [C] 1 sea-fish, often large and 
dangerous. 2 (fig) person who cheats to gain 
money. 

sharp /Ja:p/ adj (-er, -est) 1 with a fine cut- 
ting edge: a ~ knife; with a fine point: а ~ 
pin|needle. г> blunt. 2 well-defined; distinct: a 
~ outline; a ~ image, (in photography) one 
with clear contrasts between light and shade. 
3 (of curves, slopes, bends) changing direction 
quickly: a ~ bend in the road. 4 (of sounds) 
shrill; piercing: a ~ cry of distress. 5 quickly 
aware of things: a ~ intelligence/sense of 
smell. keep a sharp look-out (for), look 
very carefully (for): keep а ~ look-out for 
thieves. 6 (of feelings, taste) producing a 
physical sensation like cutting or pricking: a 
`^, рат. 7 harsh; severe: ~ words; a ~ tongue, 
of a person who criticizes, is easily angry, etc. 
8 quick to take advantage: a ~ lawyer. 9 
(music) (of a note) raised half a tone in pitch: С 
~, ($). © flat?(5). ол [С] (music) sharp note; 
the symbol # used to show this. а adv 1 punc- 
tually: at seven (o’clock) ~. 2 suddenly; ab- 
ruptly: turn ~ to the left. 
sharpen /'fa:pon/ vt,vi make or become 
sharp: ~en a pencil. 
sharp-ener /{а:рэпэ(г)/, thing that shar- 
pens: a'pencil-~ener. 
sharp-ly adv 
sharp-nees7[U] 

shat-ter /'{zta(r)/ vt,vi1 break suddenly into 
small pieces: The explosion ~ed every window 
in the building. 2 (fig) destroy; be destroyed: 
Our hopes were ~ed. 

shave /ferv/ vt,vi (pt,pp ~d or, as in (4) be- 
low, ~n /'fervn/) 1 cut (hair) off the chin, etc 
with a razor: He is shaving off his beard. 2 take 
off (a thin layer, etc): ~ off a piece of wood. 3 
pass very close to, almost but not touching: 
The bus ~d by me. 4 (pp) (as an adjective): 
iclean-'~n, without a beard. а п [C] 1 shaving 
(of the face): A sharp razor givesa good~.2a 
close/narrow shave, a narrow escape 
from injury, danger, etc. 
shaver, razor with an electric motor. 
'shaving-brush, brush for spreading lather 
over the face before shaving. 
shav-ings n р/ thin pieces of wood which 
have been shaved (2) off. 

shawl /Jo:1/ п [С] large (usually square or ob- 
long) piece of material worn about the shoul- 
ders or head of a woman, or wrapped round a 
baby. 
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she /fi:/ pron (© her; they) 1 female person, 
animal, etc already referred: My sister says ~ 
is going for a walk. 2 (often as a prefix) female: 
a'~-goat. Isitaheora~? 

sheaf /fi:f/ п [С] (р/ sheaves /fi:vz/) 1 stalks 
of corn, barley, etc tied together. 2 arrows, etc 
tied together. 

shear /fia(r)/ vt (pt, ~ed, pp shorn /JSo:n/ or 
~ed) 1 cut the wool off (a sheep) with shears. 
2 (fig) take away completely from. shorn of, 
having lost completely: The gambler came 
home shorn of his money. 

shears /{19z/ и р/ (also a pair of ~) large cut- 
ting instrument shaped like scissors, used to 
cut hedges, etc. 

sheath /{i:0/ п [С] (p/ ~s /Й:62/) cover for the 
blade of a weapon or tool: Put the dagger back 
inits~. 
isheath-knife, knife, with a blade, that fits 
into a sheath. 

sheathe /{i:5/ vt put into a sheath. 

sheaves /{i:vz/ > sheaf. 

shed' /Ге4/ п [С] small building, usually of 
wood, used for storing things ('tool-~, 'wood- 
~,'coal-~), for sheltering animals ('cattle-~), 
for vehicles ('engine-~, 'bicycle-~). 

shed? /{е4/ vt (pt,pp ~) (-dd-) 1 let (leaves, 
etc) fall; let come off: Some trees ~ their leaves 
in autumn. shed blood, (a) be wounded or 
killed. (b) cause the blood of others to flow: 
The wicked ruler ~ rivers of blood. > 
bloodshed. shed tears, = cry. 2 throw or 
take off; get rid of: People on the beach began 
to ~ their clothes as it got hotter and hotter. 3 
spread or send out: a fire that ~s warmth, a 
woman who ~s happiness. shed light on, > 
light?(5). 

she'd /fi:d/ = she had; she would. 

sheen /{i:n/ п [9] brightness: the ~ of silk. 

sheep /{i:p/ п [С] (p/ unchanged) grass-eating 
animai kept for its flesh as food (mutton) and 
its wool. 2> ewe, lamb and ram. 
isheep-dog, dog trained to help a shepherd 
to look after sheep. 
isheep-fold, enclosure for sheep. 
'sheep-skin, rug of a sheep’s skin with the 
wool on it; clothing made of such skins. 
Isheep-ish /-1{/ adj (a) awkwardly self- 
conscious: a ~ish-looking boy. (b) (feeling) 
foolish or embarrassed because of a fault. 
sheep-ish-ly adv 

sheer /f1a(r)/ adj 1 complete; thorough; ab- 
solute: ~ nonsense; a ~ waste of time; by ~ 
chance. 2 (of cloth, etc) finely woven and al- 
most transparent: ~ nylon. 3 (almost) without 
a slope; a ~ drop of 50 metres. 0 adv straight 
up or down: He fell 500 feet ~. 

sheet! /fi:t/ п [С] 1 rectangular piece of cot- 
ton, etc cloth, used in pairs for sleeping be- 
tween: put clean ~s on the bed. 2 flat thin 
piece (of a material): a ~ of glass/notepaper. 3 
wide expanse (of water, ice, snow, flame, etc): 
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The rain came down т ~s, very heavily. 
isheet-lightning, kind that comes in wide 
flashes of brightness (not in zigzags, etc). 

-'sheet music, published on sheets of paper, 
not ina book. 
sheet-ing п [U] material used for making 
sheets(1). 

sheet? //i:t/ п [C] rope fastened at the lower 
corner of a sail to hold it and control the angle 
at which it 1$ set. 

sheik(h) /ferk US: fi:k/ п [С] Arab chieftain; 
head of an Arab village, tribe, etc. 
sheik (h)-dom /-dam/ я [С] 

shelf /felf/ п [С] (p/ shelves /felvz/) 1 flat 
piece of wood, metal, etc fastened at right 
angles to a wall or in a cupboard, etc, used to 

-3tand things on. on the sheff, (informal) (a) 
put aside as done with, eg of a person too old 
to continue working. (b) (of a woman) ип- 
married and considered as being unlikely to 
marry. 2 piece of rock оп а cliff face, etc like a 
shelf (as used by rock-climbers). 

shell /fel/ n [С] 1 hard outer covering of eggs, 
nuts, some seeds (eg peas) and fruits, and of 
some animals (eg snails) or parts of them. 
go/retire into/come out of one’s shell, 
become/stop being shy, reserved, quiet. 2 out- 
side walls, etc of an unfinished building, ship, 
etc or of one of which the contents have been 
destroyed (eg by fire). 3 (US .= cartridge) 
metai case filled with explosive, to be fired 
from a large gun. о vt,vi 1 take out of a 
shell(1): ~ing peas. 2 fire shells(3) at: ~ the 

‚ епету’5 trenches. 3 sheli out, (informal) pay 
up (money, a required sum): Must I~ out (the 
money) for the party? 
ishell-fish, kinds of sea-anima! (crabs, lob- 
sters, etc) with shells(1). 
'shell-proof adj Би! so that a shell(3) can- 
not break it. 
'shell-shock, nervous or mental disorder 
caused by the noise of shells(3). 

she'll /fi:l/ = she will; she shall. 

shei-ter /'felto(r)/ и 1 [U] condition of being 
kept safe, eg from rain, danger: take ~ from 
the storm. 2 [С] something that gives safety or 
protection: a 'bus ~, in which people wait for 
buses. п vt,vi 1 give shelter to; protect: trees 
that ~ a house from cold winds; ~ (= hide, 
protect) an escaped prisoner. 2 take shelter: ~ 
under the trees. 

sheive' /felv/ vz 1 put (books, etc) оп а shelf. 
2 (fiz) (of problems, plans, etc) postpone deal- 
ing with: ~ a problem. 

shelve? /felv/ vi (of land) slope gently. 

shelves /felvz/ p/ of shelf. 

shep-herd /'fepod/ и [С] man who takes саге 
of sheep. o у/ 1 take care of sheep. 2 guide or 
direct (people): The passengers were ~ed 
across the tarmac to the airliner. 

shep-herd-ess /'jepodis/ п [С] woman 
shepherd. 
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sher. iff /'ferif/ n[C]1 (also High ~) chief of- 
ficer of the Crown in counties and certain 
cities, with legal and ceremonial duties. 2 (US) 
chief law-enforcing officer of a county. 

sherry /'Seri/ п [0] kinds of yellow or brown 
wine from Spain, Cyprus, etc. 

she’s /fi:z/ = she is; she has. 

shied /faid/ <> shy. 

shield /fi:ld/ п [С] 1 piece of metal, leather, 
etc carried to protect the body when fighting. 
2 representation of a shield with a coat of 
afms. 3 (fig) person or thing that protects. 4 
(in machinery, etc) piece of metal, etc designed 
to keep aut dust, wind, etc. o уЁ 1 protect; keep 
safe: ~ one’s eyes with one’s hand. 2 protect (a 
person) from suffering, etc: ~ a friend from 
criticism. 

shift! /fift/ n [С] 1 change of place or char- 
acter: а ~ in emphasis. 2 change of.one thing 
for another: a ~ from cars to bicycles. 3 [C] 
group of workmen who start work as another 
group finishes; period for which such a group 
works: on the 'day/'night ~. 4 trick, way of 
avoiding a difficulty; clever way of getting 
something: use clever ~s to get some money. 5 
woman’s narrow dress without a waistline. 6 
(motoring) mechanism for changing gear. 
shift-less adj without ability to find ways of 
doing things. 

shift? /fift/ vt,vi 1 change position or direc- 
tion; transfer: ~ luggage from one hand to the 
other. Don’t try to ~ the blame (on) to some- 
body elise. 2 (motoring) change (gears): ~ into 
second third gear. 3 shift for oneself, тап- 
age as best one can (to makea living, etc) with- 
out help: When our father died we had to ~ for 
ourselves. 
shifty adj (-ier, -iest) not to be trusted: a~y 
customer; ~y behaviour. 

shil-ling /'fili/ п [С] 1 (until 1971) British 
coin with the value of twelve pennies. 2 unit of 
currency in Kenya, Uganda, etc. 

shim-mer /'{imo(r)/ vi, n [U] (have a shine 
with a) wavering soft or faint light: moonlight 
~ ing on the water. 

shin /fin/ п [С] front part of the leg below the 
knee. с vi (-nn-) shin up, climb up (using 
arms and legs to grip something): ~ up a tree. 
'shin-bone, inner and thicker of the two 
bones below the knee. 

shine /{aim/ vi,vt (pt,pp shone /fon US: faun/ 
but © 3 below) 1 give out or reflect light; be 
bright: The moon is shining. His face shone with 
excitement. 2 (fig) show particular ability or 
intelligence: He didn’t ~ in the exams. I don’t 
~ at tennis. 3 (informal (pp ~d) polish (which 
15 more usual): ~ shoes. а п (sing cnly) polish 
(which is more usual): Give your shoes a good 
~.& alsorain(1). 
shiny adj (-ier, -iest) polished; bright: shiny 
shoes. 

shingle /'{1ngl/ п [Ч] area of small, rounded 
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pebbles on the seashore. 
shin-gly /'fingli/ adj 

shingles /'finglz/ п (used with a sing verb) 
skin disease forming inflamed, irritating spots 
(often round the waist). 

ship’ /{1p/ п [С] 1 large boat with an engine 
that can travel on a sea: а 'sailing-~; а 
'merchant-~; a‘war~. 2 (informal) = space- 
craft. 3 (US informal) = aircraft. 
'ship-breaker, contractor who buys and 
breaks up old ships (for scrap). 
'ship-broker, agent of a shipping company; 
one who buys, sells and charters ships; agent 
for marine insurance. 

'ship-builder, person whose business is 
building ships. Hence, 'ship-building n [О] 
'ship’s-chandler, trader who sells equip- 
ment for ships. 

'ship-load, as much cargo, or as many pas- 
sengers, as a ship can carry. 

'ship-mate, person belonging to the same 
crew: Harry and I were ~mates in 1972. 
'ship-owner, person who owns a ship or 
ships. 

'ship-shape adj tidy; in good order. 
Iship-wreck n [U] loss or destruction of a 
ship at sea; [С] instance of this. о vi destroy by 
shipwreck. 

'ship-wright, shipbuilder. 

'ship-yard, place where ships are built. 

ship? /Йр/ vi,vi (-pp-) 1 put, take, send, in a 
ship: ~ oil to Europe. 2 take, send, by train, 
road, etc: ~ goods by express train. 3 ship 
oars, take them out of the water into the 
boat. 4 ship water, (of a boat, etc) be flood- 
ed with water. 
ship-ment n [0] putting of goods, etc on a 
ship; [С] quantity of goods shipped. 
ship-per, person who arranges for goods to 
be shipped. 
ship-ping п [О] а] the ships of a country, 
port, etc. 

'ship-ping-agent, shipowner’s representa- 
tive at a port. 

-ship /-Пр/ suffix 1 state of being; status, of- 
fice: friendship; professorship. 2 talent; skill: 
musicianship. 

shire /'faia(r)/ п [С] = county (the usual 
word). в suffix /-fa(r)/ (used in the names of 
certain counties): Hamp~, York~. 

shirk. /[з:К/ vt,vi try to avoid (doing some- 
thing, responsibility, duty, etc): He’s ~ing (his 
duty). 
shirker, person who shirks. 

shirt /fs:t/ п [С] man’s article of clothing for 
the upper part of the body (of cotton, nylon, 
etc) with sleeves. keep one’s shirt on; (sl) 
keep one’s temper. in one‘s shirt-sleeves, 
not wearing a jacket. | 
shirty adj (-ier, -iest) (s/) easily annoyed; 
bad-tempered. 

shiver /'fiva(r)/ vi tremble, esp from cold or 


fear: ~ing like a leaf. сп [С] trembling that 
cannot be controlled: The sight sent cold ~s 
down my back. 

shoal’ /faul/ п [С] great number of fish swim- 
ming together: а ~ of herring. о vi form 
shoals. 

shoal? /faul/ п [С] shallow place in the sea, 
esp where there are sandbanks. о vi become 
shallow(er). 

shock /fpk/ 1 1 [С] violent blow or shaking 
(eg as caused by a collision or explosion): the 
~ of a fall. 2 [С] effect caused by the passage 
of an electric current through the body: /f you 
touch that live wire you'll geta ~. 3[C} sudden 
and strong disturbance of the feelings or the 
nervous system (caused by bad news, severe 
injury, etc); [U] condition caused by such a 
disturbance: The news of her mother’s death 
was a terrible ~ to her. She died of ~ following 
an operation on the brain. a vt cause shock (3) 
to: ! was ~ed at the news of her death. 
'shock absorber, device in a motor-vehicle, 
etc which absorbs the vibrations, etc. 
'shock tactics, (a) sudden use of many 
troops to attack (in war). (b) (fig) similar 
show of force to attack. 
‘shock treatment/therapy, use of electric 
shocks to cure mental illness. 
'shock wave, sudden change in air-pressure 
in a region, eg behind a supersonic aircraft or 
a nuclear bomb. 
shocker, person or thing that shocks. 
shock-ing adj (a) very bad or wrong: ~ing 
writing/behaviour. (b) causing shock(3): 
~ ing news, eg of a major disaster. 
shock:ing-ly adv 

shod /[04/ > shoe verb. 

snoddy /[о41/ adj (-ier, -iest) of poor qual- 
ity: a~ piece of work. 

shoe /fu:/ п [С] 1 (also а pair of ~s) outer 
covering of leather, etc for the foot, esp one 
which does not reach above the ankle. 2 = 
horseshoe. 3 part of a brake that presses 
against the wheel or drum (of a bicycle, 
motor-vehicle, etc). с vt (pt,pp shod /{pd/) fit 
with shoes: well shod for wet weather. 
'shoe-horn, device with a curved blade for 
getting the heel easily into a shoe. 
'shoe-lace, cord for fastening a shoe. 
'shoe-maker, person who makes shoes and 
boots. 
'shoe-string, (US) = shoelace. do sth on 
a shoestring, do it (eg start a business) with 
а very small amount of money. 

shone /fon US: [э0п/ pt,pp of shine. 

shoo /Su:/ int (cry used for telling children, 
pets, birds, etc to) go away. с vt (pt.pp ~ed) 
make this cry. 

shook /fuk/ pt of shake. 

shoot’ /fu:t/ п [С] 1 new, young growth опа 
plant or bush. 2 party of people shooting for 
sport. 
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shoot? /fu:t/ vi,vt (pt, pp shot /fot/) 1 move, 
come, go, send, suddenly or quickly (out, in, 
up, etc): Flames were ~ing up from the burning 
house. The meteor shot across the sky. Rents 
have shot up'(= risen suddenly) in the tast few 
months. Tom is ~ing up fast, quickly growing 
tall. She shot an angry look at him|shot him an 
angry look. 2 (of plants, bushes) send out new 
twigs or branches from a stem. 3 (of pain) 
happen suddenly and go quickly: The pain 
shot up his arm. 4 (of boats) move, be moved, 
rapidly over, through, etc: ~ a bridge, pass un- 
der it quickly. 5 aim and fire with a gun or re- 
volver; aim with a bow and send an arrow at; 
hit with a shell, bullet, arrow, etc; wound or 
kill (a person, animal, etc) by doing this: They 
were ~ing at a target. The soldier was shot (= 
executed by shooting) for desertion. The seven 
bombers were shot down in flames. He had his 
arm shot off. 6 film (a scene): a ~ing script, 
one giving the order in which scenes are to be 
photographed, etc. 7 (football, etc) make an 
attempt to score a goal. 

‘shoot-ing-gallery, place where shooting is 
practised with pistols or airguns. 

shooting 'star, meteor seen as a moving 
star. 

ishooting-stick, stick with a spiked end (to 
be pushed into the ground) and a handle 
which unfolds to form a seat. 

-shooter /'fu:to(r)/ suffix shooting imple- 
ment: а 'six-~, revolver firing six shots with- 
out reloading. 

shop /fop/ п [С] 1 (part of a) building where 
goods are shown and sold: a butcher's ~. (US 
= store). set up shop, set up in business as a 
retail trader. ай 'over the shop, (a) та 
great mess: His clothes were all over the ~. (b) 
in every direction: We locked for him all over 
the ~. 2 [U] a person’s profession, etc and 
things connected with it. talk shop, talk 
about one’s work, profession, etc. 3 = work- 
shop: а ma'chine-~; the men on the ~ floor, 
the workers (not the management). > closed 
shop. с vi (-рр-) 1 go to shops to buy things 
{usually go shopping). shop around, (трог- 
mai) visit many shops, markets, etc to obtain 
the best value for one’s money, etc. 2 inform 
against, esp to the police: ~ on an accomplice. 
‘shop-assistant, person who serves in a 
shop. 

'shon-front, front of a shop with its window 
display, etc. 

‘5 пор.Кеерег, owner of (asmall) shop. 
'shon-ilifter, person who steals things from 
shops. Hence, 'shop-lifting n[U] | 
:shop-'steward, member of a branch of a 
trade union elected by the workers. | 
sShop-'window, window used Гог the dis- 
play of things on sale. j 
shop-per, person who is shopping. 
shop-ping л [U]: do one’s ~ping; а '~ping 
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bag/basket, in which to carry purchases. 
‘shopping centre, part of a town where 
there are shops, markets, etc close together 
and often where cars are not allowed. 

shore' /{9:(r)/ п [С] stretch of land bordering 
on the sea or a large body of water: a house on 
the ~(s) of alake. 

shore? /[5:(г)/ п [С] wooden support or prop 
(asset against the side of a ship while it is being 
built). о vt shore sth up, support, prop up, 
(with a wooden beam, etc). 

shore? /fs:(r)/, shorn /fo:n/ © shear. 

short' /{o:t/ adj (-ег, -est) 1 (opposite of long) 
measuring little from end to end in space or 
time: a ~ stick; ~ hair; a ~ way off, not far 
away; а ~ journey. in the short run, > 
run'(6). D> also term(1). short and sweet, 
brief and (therefore) pleasant. 2 (opposite of 
tall) below the average height: a ~ man|/ 
mountain. 3 not reaching the usual, stated or 
required number, amount, distance, etc: have 
a~ temper, be easily made angry. These goods 
are in ~ supply, only a few are available. The 
factory is on ~ time, working fewer hours per 
day, or days per week, than usual. You've 
given me ~ change, \ess than the correct 
change. short of (a) not enough of: ~ of 
money|breath| time. (b) distant from: have по 
petrol left five miles ~ of the garage. 
little/nothing short of, almost: Our es- 
cape was nothing ~ of a miracle. 4 (of a per- 
son) saying very little or saying much in a few 
words; (of what he says) using a few words: 
He] His answer was ~ and to the point. for 
short; short for, as an abbreviation: Ben- 
jamin, cailed Ben for ~. Ben is ~ for Benjamin. 
in short, briefly. the long and the short 
of it, > 10пд3(1). 5 (of cake, pastry) easily 
breaking or crumbling. 6 (of vowels or syli- 
ables) taking a short time: There is а ~ vowel 
in ‘ship’ anda long vowel in ‘sheep’. 
'short-bread, kind of dry cake or biscuit. 
'short-comings, failure (to reach the stan- 
dard, todo one’s duty, etc). 

sshort-'circuit n [С] fault in the wiring so 
that an electric current flows without going 
through the resistance of a complete circuit. с 
vt,vi (a) cause, make or take a short-circuit in. 
(Ъ) (fiz) shorten or avoid by taking a more 
direct route. 

‘short cut, way of getting somewhere, doing 
something, that is quicker than the usual way: 
take a~ cut across the fields. 

short drink, neat whisky, etc in small por- 
tions. 

'short-fall, = deficit. 

‘short-hand, system of writing quickly using 
special symbols. 

ishort-'handed, having not enough workers 
or helpers. 

‘short list, list of candidates (eg for a job) re- 
duced to a small number from which the final 
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choice is to be made: be on the ~ list. Hence, 
Ishort-list vi. 
ishort-'lived adj lasting for a short time: а 
\~-lived success. 
Ishort-range adj (a) (of plans, etc) of use for 
a limited period. (b) (of missiles, etc) with a 
limited range'(3): ,~-range ‘bombers. 
short sight, (a) inability to see distant ob- 
jects clearly. (b) (fig) inability to forecast the 
obvious (and act accordingly). Hence, 
ishort-'sighted adj: a ,~-sighted de'cision to 
refuse help. 
ishort-'tempered adj easily made angry. 
‘short-term adj related to a short period of 
time: ,~-term loans. 
Ishort-wave, radio wave of between 10 and 
100 metres in length. 
sShort-winded adj (a) quickly breathless 
after physical activity. (b) (fig) unable or un- 
willing to act or speak for a long time. 
short-ly adv (a) soon; in a short time: ~/y 
after(wards); ~ly before noon. (b) briefly; ina 
few words. (c) sharply: answer ~ly. 
short-ness п [О] 

short? /[5:1/ adv 1 abruptly; suddenly: stop ~. 
short of, except: They would commit every 
crime ~ of murder. 2 before the natural or ex- 
pected time. come/fall short of, be insuffi- 
cient, inadequate, disappointing (expecta- 
tions, etc): Your exam results fell ~ of my ex- 
pectations. cut sth/sb short, (a) interrupt; 
bring to an end before the usual or natural 
time: The chairman had to cut ~ the discussion. 
(b) make short(er). go short (cf), do with- 
out: J don’t want you to go ~~ (of money, etc) in 
order to lend me what I neea. run short (of), 
reach the end: We’re running ~ of bread. sell 
sb short, betray, cheat them. be taken 
short, (informal) need to go to the toilet at an 
inconvenient time. 

short-age /'!o:t1d3/ п [C,U] (amount of) de- 
ficiency; condition of not having enough: 
'food ~s; aw of staff. 

shorten /'Jo:tn/ vt,vi make or become short- 
er: Can you ~ my dress? The days are begin- 
ning to~, eg in autumn. 

short-en-ing /'fo:tonin/ n [U] fat used for 
making pastry light and flaky. © short'(5). 

shorts /fo:ts/ п (pi) short trousers extending 
to or above the knees, as worn by children, by 
adults for games, etc. 

shot /fot/ 1 1 [К] (sound of the) firing of a 
gun, etc: hear ~s in the distance. (do sth) 
like a shot, at once; without hesitation. 2 [С] 
(attempt at) hitting of something; attempt to 
do something, answer a question, etc; throw, 
stroke, hit, etc in certain games: That remark 
was a~ at me, was aimed at me. a shot т 
the dark, a guess. have a shot (at sth), 
try to do it: Have a ~ at solving the problem. 
Let me have а ~ at it. а ‘long shot, a wild 
guess: /1’5 а long ~ but I think John must have 


stolen the bike. not by а ‘iong shet. far 
from (success, truth). 3 [С] that which is fired 
from a gun. © shell(3). 4 [С] heavy iron ball 
thrown in athletic competition called the '~- 
put: putting the ~. Б [0] (also lead ~) quantity 
of tiny balls of lead contained in the cartridge 
of a sporting gun (instead of a single bullet). 6 
[С] person who shoots, with reference to his 
skill: He’s a first-class|good|poor ~. 7 [С] pho- 
tograph, or one of a series of photographs, 
taken with a cine-camera: The exterior ~s 
were taken in Bermuda. 8 (esp US) = injec- 
tion (of a drug). have/get/give sb a shot 
in the arm. have/give something that revives 
or restores, eg the economy. 

ishot-gun, sporting gun with a smooth bore 
firing cartridges containing shot (5). 
'shot-put, © 4 above. 

should /fud weak form [э4/ у > shall. 

shoul-der /'{aulda(r)/ п [С] 1 that part of the 
body of a human being or animal where an 
arm or foreleg is joined to the trunk, or where 
the wing of a bird joins its neck: He has one ~ 
a little higher than the other. shoulder to 
‘shoulder, (fig) united. give sb the cold 
shoulder, deliberately ignore him. stand 
head and shoulders above (others), (a) 
be considerably taller than. (b) (fig) be men- 
tally or morally better than. straight from 
the shoulder, frankly. 2 (pl) part of the 
back between the shoulders: give a child a ride 
on one’s ~s. 3 part of a bottle, tool, mountain, 
etc like a shoulder. г> hard shoulder. с vz 1 
take the weight of responsibility: ~ a task/the 
responsibility for his debts. 2 push. with the 
shoulder: be ~ed 10 one side. ' 
'shoulder-blade, either of the flat bones of 
the upper back, behind and below the neck. 
'shoulder-strap, (a) narrow strap оп Фе 
shoulders of a military uniform. (b) similar 
strap on woman’s underwear or a dress. 

shout /favt/n[C] loud call or cry: They greet- 
ed him with ~s of ‘Long live the President’. о 
vi,vt 1 speak or call out in a loud voice: Don’t 
~ at me! Не ~ed to attract attention. 2say та 
loud voice: ~ (out) one’s orders. He ~ed to 
me|~ed for me to come. ‘Go back! he ~ed. 
shout sh down, shout to prevent him from 
being heard: The crowd ~ed the speaker down. 
shout-ing n[U] shouts. be a// over bar the 
shouting. (of a struggle, fight, etc) be fin- 
ished except for the praise, cheers, etc to fol- 
low. 

shove /fav/ vt,vi (informal) push: ~ a boat 
into the water. п [С] push: Give пал. 

shovel /'favl/ п [С] 1 tool like a spade, used 
for moving coal, snow, etc. 2 large device used 
for the same purpose, mechanically operated 
from a crane ш а vehicle. o vt (-Il-, US -I-) lift, 
move, clear, using a shovel: ~ the snow away 
from the garden path; ~ a path through the 
snow. | 
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shovei-ful /-ful/, as much as a shovel can 
hold. 

show’ /[э0/ 1 1 [U] showing (chiefly in): by 
(a) ~ of hands, (voting) by the raising of hands 
for or against (a proposal). 2 [C] collection of 
things publicly displayed, esp for competition, 
or as a public entertainment: a 'flower/‘horse/ 
‘cattle ~. on show, exhibited. 3 [С] (infor- 
mal) natural display: Those trees make a fine 
^. 4 [С] kind of public entertainment, eg cir- 
cus, theatre, on radio, TV, etc: Have you seen 
any good ~s lately? 5 [С] (informal) perfor- 
mance (not theatrical, etc): put up a good|poor 
~, do something well/badly. steal the 
show, attract all the attention. 6 [С] (infor- 
mal) organization; business; something that is 
happening: Who’s running this ~? Who is in 
control? 7 outward appearance; impression: 
He didn’t offer even a ~ of resistance. 8 [Ч] 
something done to attract envy: She does it for 
~, to make others envious. They’ re fond of ~. 
'show-boat, river steam-boat on which 
theatrical performances were given (esp on the 
Mississippi, US). 

'show-business, business of entertaining 
the public. 

'show-case, case with glass sides and (or) 
top, for displaying articles in a shop, museum, 
ete: 


'show-down, (s/) full and frank declaration 


of one’s intentions, etc. 

'show-girl, girl who sings or dances in a 
musical play, revue, etc. 

'show-jumping, display of skill in riding 
horses over fences, barriers, etc. 

'show-man, (a) organizer of public enter- 
tainments (esp circuses). (b) person (esp in 


show /shrift 


person into/out of a place: We were ~n into 
the waiting-room. 8 make clear; cause (a per- 
son) to understand: He ~ed me how 10 do И] 
how he had done it. That ~s how little you 
know. show sb the way, (fig) set an exam- 
ple. 9 show sb/sth off, display (him/it) to 
advantage: a bikini that ~s off her figure well. 
show off, make a display of one’s wealth, 
learning, abilities, etc in order to impress 
people: a man who is always ~ing off. show 
sb/sth up, make the truth about (a dis- 
honest, disreputable, etc person or thing) 
known: ~ up a fraud. show sb up, attract 
criticism towards him: Some children often ~ 
their mothers up by crying in the street. show 
up, (a) be conspicuous, easily visible: Her 
wrinkles ~ed up in the strong sunlight. (b) (in- 
formal) put in an appearance; be present (at): 
Three people didn’t ~ up. 

'show-off, person who shows off: He’s а 
dreadful ~-off, is always trying to attract at- 
tention, etc. 

showing п (usually sing) (act of) displaying 
or pointing out; appearance: a firm with a poor 
financial ~ing, whose financial accounts do 
not appear to be good. 


shower /'fauo(r)/ п [С] 1 brief fall of rain, 


sleet or hail; sudden sprinkle of water (as from 
a fountain). 2 (washing by using a) device 
which sprays water from above. 3 large num- 
ber of things arriving together: a ~ of stones| 
insults. vt,vi 1 send or give, in a shower: They 
~ed the hero with honours. 2 fall in a shower: 
Good wishes ~ed (down) on the bride. 3 havea 
shower(2): / take/have a~ every morning. 
show-ery adj (of the weather) with frequent 
showers. 


shown /faun/ pp of show?. 

shrank /frenk/ pt of shrink. 

shrap-nel /'{rzpnoal/ и [U] fragments of shell 
or bullets packed inside a shell. 

shred /Sred/ п [С] 1 strip or piece scraped, 
torn or broken off something. 2 (fig) very 
small amount: not a ~ of truth in what she 
says; not a ~ of evidence against me. в vt 
(-dd-) tear into shreds. 

shrew /fru:/ п [С] 1 small animal like a 
mouse that feeds on insects. 2 bad-tempered, 
scolding woman. 
shrew.-ish /-(/ adj scolding. 

shrewd /fru:d/ adj (-er, -est) 1 having, 
showing, sound judgement and common 
sense: ~ businessmen; ~ arguments. 2 likely to 
be correct or effective: makea~ guess. 
shrewdly adv 
shrewd-ness и [0] 

shriek /fri:k/ vi,vt‘1 scream. 2 say, make, ina 
screaming voice: ~ out a warning; ~ with 
laughter. п [С] scream: ~s of girlish laughter; 
the ~ of the brakes. 

shrift /frift/ п [9] get/give sb short 
shift, get/give little attention to because not 


public life) who uses publicity, etc to attract 
attention to himself: Some politicians are great 
~men and very little else. 
ishow-place, one that tourists go to see: old 
palaces, castles and other ~-places. 
showy adj (-ier, -iest) likely to attract atten- 
tion because (too much) decorated or or- 
namented, or (too) brightly coloured: a ~y 
dress. 

show? /fau/ vt,vi (pt ~ed, pp ~n [{э0п/) 1 
cause to be seen: You must ~ your ticket at the 
barrier. What films are they ~ing this week? 2 
allow to be seen: A dark suit will not ~ the dirt. 
My shoes are ~ing signs of wear. 3 be visible or 
noticeable: Does the mark of the wound still ~? 
His fear ~ed in his eyes. 4 be visible: His 
annoyance ~ed itself in his looks. show 
one’s face, appear: He’s ashamed to ~ his 
face at the tennis-club. have nothing to 
show for itt/sth, have nothing that is 
evidence of what one has achieved or tried to 
achieve. 5 give; grant: He ~ed me great kina- 
ness. 6 give evidence or proof of having or be- 
ing: She ~ed great courage. His new book ~s 
him to be a first-rate novelist. 7 take, lead a 
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deserving: They gave us/ We got short ~. 
shrill /{ril/ adj (-er, -est) (of sounds, voices, 
etc) sharp; piercing; high-pitched: a ~ voice/ 
whistle. 
shrimp /frimp/ 7 [С] small shellfish used for 


avoid giving an answer, a decision etc. о п [C} 
1 shuffling movement. 2 change of relative 
positions: give the cards a ~~; a Cabinet ~, giv- 
ing members different duties. 3 instance of 
dishonesty; misleading statement or action. 


food. о vicatch shrimps: go ~ing. shun /fan/ vt (-nn-) avoid: ~ publicity] 


shrine /{гаш/ п [К] 1 tomb or casket contain- 


society. 


ing holy relics; altar or chapel with special as- ‘shun /fan/ 2: short for Attention! (аз a word 


sociations or memory. 2 building or place as- 


of command). 


sociated with a person deeply respected or shunt /fant/ vi,vi 1 send (railway wagons, 


venerated. 

Shrink /fmnk/ vi,vt (pt shrank /frenk/, or 
shrunk /frank/, pp shrunk, or, as an adj 
shrunken /'frankan/) 1 make or become less, 
smaller (esp of cloth through wetting): Will 
this soap ~ woollen clothes? They will ~ in the 
wash. Look at these shrunken jeans! 2 shrink 


coaches, etc) from one track to another, esp to 
keep a track clear: ~ a train on toa siding. 2 (of 
a train) be moved to a siding. 3 (fig) put aside 
(a project); leave (a person) unoccupied, or 
inactive. 

shun-ter, (esp) railway employee who shunts 
wagons, etc. 


from/back, move back, show unwillingness sShush /fuJ/ int call for silence. 
to do something (from shame, dislike, etc): A shut /fat/ vt,vi (pt,pp shut) (-tt-) (For special 


shy man ~s from meeting strangers. 
‘shrink-age /-1d3/ n {U] process, degree, of 
shrinking: The ~age in our book export trade 
is serious. 

shrivel /'{rivl/ vt,vi (-H-, US also -1-) (cause 
to) become dried or curled (through heat, 
frost, dryness or old age): The heat ~ied up the 
leaves. He has a ~led face, with the skin 
wrinkled. 

shroud /fraud/ п [С] 1 cloth or sheet (to be) 
wrapped round a corpse. 2 something which 
covers and hides: а ~ of mist. 3 (p/) ropes sup- 
porting a ship’s masts; ropes linking a para- 
chute and the harness. 0 vt 1 wrap (a corpse) 
та shroud. 2 cover; hide: ~ed т darkness| 
mist; acrime ~ed in mystery. 

shrove /frauv/ © shrive. 

Shrove Tues-day /,Jrauv 'tju:zdi US: 
'tu:z-/ п day before the beginning of Lent. 

shrub /frab/ п [К] plant with a woody stem, 
lower than a tree, and (usually) with several 
separate stems from the root. 
shrub-bery /'frabari/ м [С] (p/ -ies) place, eg 
part of a garden, planted with shrubs. 

shrug /frag/ vt (-gg-) lift (the shoulders) 
slightly (to show indifference, doubt, etc). 
shrug sth off, dismiss it as not deserving at- 
tention. оп [С] such a movement: with а ~ of 
the shoulders/a ~ of despair. 

shrunk /frank/. shrunken /'Srankan/ > 
shrink. 

shud-der /'{ado(r)/ vi tremble as with fear or 
disgust: ~ with cold/horror; ~ at the sight of 


uses with adverbial particles and prepositions, 
> 5 below.) 1 move (a door, one’s lips, etc) in- 
to position to stop an opening: ~ the doors 
and windows; ~ a drawer; ~ one’s mouth. 
shut/close one’s ears/eyes to, delibe- 
rately ignore: He ~ his eyes to her faults. He~ 
his ears to all appeals for help. shut the door 
on, refuse to consider: Why have you ~ the 
door on further negotiations? 2 become closed: 
The door won't ~. 3 bring the folding parts of 
(something) together: ~ a book. (Note: close is 
more usual.) 4 catch or squash by shutting 
something: /~ my fingers in the door. 

5 (special uses with adverbial particles and pre- 
positions): 

shut (sth) down, (of a factory, etc) stop 
working; end activity: The workshop has ~ 
down and the workers are unemployed. Hence, 
‘shut-down п [С] (temporary or permanent) 
closing of a factory, etc. 

shut sb in, keep or enclose: We’re ~ in by 
hills here, surrounded by hills. They ~ the boy 
in his bedroom, kept him there. 

shut sth off, stop the supply or flow of, eg 
gas, steam, water. 

shut sbh/sth out, keep out; exclude: ~ out 
immigrants/competitive goods. 

shut sth up, (a) close and secure all the 
doors and windows: ~ up а house before going 
away for a holiday. (5) put away for safety: ~ 
up one’s jewels in the safe. shut (sb) up. 
(cause him to) stop talking: Tell him to ~ up. 
Can't you~ him up? 


blood. He ~ed to think of it.an{C)uncontroll- shut-ter /'fato(r)/ п [С] 1 movable cover 


able shaking. 

shuffle /'fafl/ угу! 1 walk without raising the 
feet properly. 2 move (playing-cards, etc) one 
over the other to change their relative posi- 
tions: He ~d the papers together and put them 
in a drawer. 3 do something in a careless way: 


(usually of wood and hinged) for a window, to 
keep out light or thieves. put up the shut- 
ters, (fig) stop doing business (for the day, or 
permanently). 2 device that opens to admit 
light through the lens of acamera. о vi provide 
with, close with, shutters. 


~ through one’s work. 4 (fig): ~ off responsi- shuttle /'fatl/ п [К] 1 (in a loom) instrument 


bility onto others, get rid of it by passing it to 
others. 5 keep shifting one’s position; try to 


with two pointed ends by which thread is car- 
ried between other threads. 2 (in a sewing- 
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machine) sliding holder which carries the low- 
er thread. с ур, у? (cause to) move like a shuttle. 
'shuttle-cock, cork with feathers in it, hit 
across a net in the games of shuttlecock and 
badminton. 

‘shuttle service, service (of trains, airlines, 
etc) between places not far apart. 

shy' /fai/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (of persons) self- 
conscious and uncomfortable in the presence 
of others; (of behaviour, etc) showing this: 
He’s not at all ~ with women. She gave hima~ 
look|smile. 2 (of animals, birds, fish, etc) easi- 
ly frightened. 3 shy of, hesitating about: 
Don’t be ~ of telling me what уси want. fight 
shy of, > fight’. 
shy-ly adv 
shy-ness n[U] 

shy* /Га1/ vi (pt,pp shied /faid/) (of a horse) 
turn aside from in fear or alarm: The horse was 
~ing at the hedge. 

Sia-mese |,saio'mi:z/ adj, и [С] 1 (also ~ 
twin) (of) one of two persons joined together 
from birth. 2 (of an) oriental breed of cat. 

sib-ling /'stblin/ и [С] brother or sister (the 
usual words). 

Sic /stk/ adv (Latin) thus (placed in brackets to 
show that the preceding word, statement, etc 
is correctly quoted, etc even though this seems 
unlikely or is incorrect). 

sick /stk/ adj 1 be ~, throw up food from the 
stomach; feel ~, feel that one ts about to do 
this. & seasick. 2 unwell; Ш: He has been ~ 
for six weeks. (Note: sick is normal US usage, 
ill or unwell are normal GB usage.) sick at 
heart, very sad, disappointed. fall sick, be- 
come Ш. 3 sick (and 'tired) of; sick to 
‘death of, (informal) very tired of, disgusted 
with: Гт ~ to death of being blamed for every- 
thing that goes wrong. 4 feel sick at/about, 
(informal) unhappy, filled with regret: feel ~ 
at failing the examination. 5 sick for, filled 
with a longing for: ~ for home. > homesick. 
$ (modern use) treating sadness ог misforture 
as funny: ~ hAumour|jokes. п vt sick sth up, 
(informal) throw up from the stomach. 
'sick-bay, (a) (Navy) part of a ship for those 
who are ill. (b) medical centre on a university 
campus, ес. 

'sick-bed, bed of a sick person. 

'sick-leave, permission to be away from 
duty or work because of illness: be/go on ~- 
leave. 

'sick-list, list of those who are Ш (in a regi- 
ment, on a warship, etc). 

isick-pay, pay to an employee who 15 absent 
because ill. 

sicken /'‘sitkn/ vi,vt 1 be in the first stages of 
(an tilness): The child is ~ing for something. 2 
cause to feel disgusted: Torture is ~ing. 3 feel 
sick to see: They ~ed at the sight of so much 
slaughter. 4 become tired of, disgusted with: 
He ~ed of trying to bring about reforms. 


shy/side 
sick-en-ing /'sikonin/ adj disgusting; un- 
pleasant: ~ing smells/news. 
sick-ish /'sikif/ adj a little sick or sickening: 
feel ~;,a~ smell. Ь 
sickle /'sikl/ 2 [С] short-handled tool with а 
curved blade for cutting grass, grain, etc. 
sick-ly /'sikli/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 often in poor 
health: a ~ child. 2 having the appearance of 
sickness ог Ш health: These plants are/look ~. 
3 suggesting unhappiness: а ~ smile. 4 caus- 
ing, or likely to cause, a feeling of sickness or 
distaste: а ли smell] taste. 
sick-ness /'stknis/ n 1 [U] illness; ill-health. 
2 [СЛ (an) illness or disease: suffering from 
'sea-~. 3[U] tendency to vomit. 
‘sickness benefit, (State) payment to a 
person absent from work through illness. 
side' /said/ п [С] 1 one of the flat or fairly flat 
surfaces ofo solid object: the six ~s of a cube. 
Please carry the box with this ~ up, on top. 2 
one of the surfaces which is not the top or the 
bottom: A box has a top, a bottom, and four 
~s. 3 one of the surfaces which is not the top, 
bottom, front or back: (as an adjective) the ~ 
entrance of the house (not the front or back en- 
trance). 4 (maths) one of the lines of a figure 
such as a rectangle or triangle. 5 either of the 
two surfaces of a thin, flat object or of 
material such as paper: Write on one ~ of the 
paper only. Which is the right ~ of the cloth, 
the side intended to be seen? 6 inner or outer 
surface of something vertical, sloping, round 
or curved: the ~ of a mountain. 7 one of the 
two halves of a person on his ieft or right, esp 
from armpit to hip: Come and sit by/at my ~. 
side by side, close together. 8 one of the two 
halves of an animal from foreleg to hindleg, 
esp as part of a carcass: a ~ of beef/bacon. 9 
part of an object, area, space, etc away from, 
at a distance from, a central line real or imagi- 
nary: the left/right/shady/sunny ~ of the 
street; the east ~ of the town; the debit/credit 
~ of an account. on/from all sides; on/ 
from every side, m/from alt directions; 
everywhere. put sth on one side, (a) put it 
aside, apart. (b) postpone dealing with it. 10 
one of two groups or parties of people who are 
opposed (in games, politics, war, etc) or who 
hold different beliefs, opinions, etc: be on the 
winning/losing ~; faults on both ~s; to pick (= 
choose) ~s. The school has a strong ~, eg a 
good football team. be on sb’s-side, be a 
supporter. fet the side down, give an in- 
ferior performance and disappoint one’s col- 
leagues, team-mates, etc. take sides 
(with), support (a person, a group) т а dis- 
pute. > side”. 11 aspect or view that is not 
complete; aspect different from or opposed to 
other aspects: look on the bright ~ of things| 
life; study all ~s of a question; a man with 
many ~s to his character. There are two ~s to 
the story, two points of view. on the 'high/ 


side/sight 


low, etc side, rather high/low, etc: Prices 
are on the high ~. 12 line of descent through a 
parent: a cousin on my father’s ~. 

'side-arms л р/ (a) swords or bayonets, 
worn at the left side by soldiers. (b) pistol 
worn at the right side (usually in a holster). 
'side-board, table with drawers and cup- 
boards, placed against a wall. 
'side-burns/-boards = side-whiskers. 
'side effect, secondary or indirect effect, eg 
an undesirable effect of a drug used for a 
specific purpose. 

'side-glance, look to or from one side. 

'side issue, question of less importance (in 
relation to the main one). 

'side-line, (a) class of goods sold in addition 
to the chief class of goods; occupation which is 
not one’s main work. (b) (p/) (space im- 
mediately outside) lines round a football 
pitch, tennis-court, etc at the sides. 
'side-long adj, adv (directed) to or from one 
side: a j~long 'glance. 

'side-road, minor road branching off a main 
road. 

'side-saddle п [С] woman’s saddle, made so 
that both feet may be on the same side of the 
horse. с adv on a side-saddle. 

'side-show, (a) small show at a fair or ex- 
hibition. (b) activity of small importance in 
relation to the main activity. 

'side-step м [С] step taken to one side (eg to 
avoid a blow in boxing). о vt,vi (-pp-) (a) 
avoid (a blow, etc) by stepping to one side. (b) 
(fig) avoid answering (a question). (с) move, 
step, to one side. 

'side-street, = side-road. 

'side-stroke, (kinds of) stroke used in swim- 
ming in which one side is above and the other 
below the water. 

'side-track п [С] railway siding. o vt (a) turn 
(a train) into a siding. (b) (fig) turn (a person’s 
attention) from his work. 

'side-view, view obtained from the side. 
'side-walk. (US) = pavement. 
side-wards /-wadz/, sideways /-weiz/ adv 
to, towards, from, the side; with the edge first: 
look ~ ways at her; walk|carry а chair --ways 
through а narrow opening. 

'side-whiskers n pi (of men) hair on the 
sides of the face near the ears. 

Side? /said/ vi side with, take part, be on the 
same side (as a person in an argument or quar- 
rel): /t is safer to ~ with the stronger party. 

-sided /saidid/ suffix have a specified number 
of sides: a'five-~ shape. 

Sid-ing /'saidin/ п [С] short railway track to 
and from which trains may be moved (from 
the main lines). 

sidle /'saidl/ vi move (away from/up to a per- 
son) in a shy or nervous way: The little girl was 
sidling up to me. 

siege /si:d3/ п [C,U] (period of) operations of 
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armed forces who surround and blockade a 
town or fortress in order to capture it: a ~~ of 
50 days. lay seige to, attack: lay ~ to a town. 
raise a seige, end it by forcing the enemy’s 
forces to withdraw. 

si-enna /si'ena/ и [U] kind of reddish-yellow 
earth used as a colouring matter. 

sieve /siv/ п [С] utensil with wire network for 
separating finer grains, etc from coarse grains, 
etc or solids from liquids. have a head/ 
memory like a sieve, be incapable of 
remembering anything. о у! put through, sift 
with, a sieve: seiving soil. 

Sift /sift/ vi,vi 1 put, separate by putting, 
through a sieve: ~ the cinders. 2 shake 
through a sieve: ~ flour. 3 fall, pass, come 
through, as from a sieve. 4 (fig) examine care- 
fully: ~ the evidence. 

sigh /5а1/ vi,vt'1 take a deep breath that can be 
heard (showing sadness, tiredness, relief, etc). 
2 (of the wind) make a sound like sighing. 3 
feel a longing (for): ~ for the return of a lost 
friend. 4 express with sighs: ~ out a prayer.an 
[С] act of, sound of, sighing: with a~ of relief. 

sight" /sait/ 1 [U] power of seeing: lose one’s 
~, become blind; have long/short or near ~, be 
able to see things well oniy at long/short 
range; have good/poor ~ (= eyesight). know 
sb by sight, know him by his appearance 
only. 2 [U] seeing or being seen: Their first ~ 
of land came after three days at sea. catch 
sight of; have/get a sight of, begin to 
see; succeed in seeing: /f ever I catch ~ of him 
again, ГИ ask for the money he owes me. lose 
sight of, > \ose(3). at first sight, when 
first seen; without examination, etc: He fell in 
love with her at first ~. At first ~ the problem 
seemed insoluble. at (the) sight of, on se- 
eing: They all laughed at the ~ of the cold man 
dancing with a girl of sixteen. 3 [Ц] range of 
seeing; distance within which seeing is pos- 
sible: in/within/out of (one’s) ~, (of objects, 
etc) visible/invisible; The train was still in ~| 
was not yet out of ~. Victory was not yet inn, 
not yet probable. in/within/out of sight 
of sth, (of the viewer) where it can/cannot be 
seen: We are not yet within ~ of land, can’t see 
it. We are now within ~ of finishing this job, are 
near to the end. come into/go out of 
sight, come near enough/go too far away to 
be visible. keep out of sight, stay where 
one cannot be seen. 4[U] opinion: АЙ men are 
equal in the ~ of God. 5 [С] something seen or 
worth seeing; (р) noteworthy buildings, 
places, features, etc of a place or district. see 
the sights, > see'(2). а sight for sore 
eyes, person or thing one enjoys seeing. 6 
(sing with a, an) (informal) person or thing 
that produces unfavourable comment: What a 
~ you are! She 'does look a~!7[C] device that 
helps to aim or observe when из а пе, tele- 
scope, etc. | 
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‘sight-seeing, visiting sights(5) аз а tourist. 
'sight-seer, person who visits sights(5). 

sight? /sait/ vz 1 get sight of, esp by coming 
near: After many months at sea, Columbus ~ed 
land. 2 observe (a Star, etc) by using sights(7); 
adjust the sights(7) ofa gun. 

sight-ing, occasion on which something is 
seen: ~ ings of anew Star. 

-sighted /saitid/ suffix have the kind of 
sight(1) mentioned: 'far-/'long-~. 

sight-less /'saitlis/ adj blind (the usual 
word). 

sign’ /sain/ я [С] 1 mark, object, symbol, used 
to represent something: mathematical ~s, eg 
+, —, X, +. 2 word or words, design, etc on 
a board or plate to give a warning, or to give 
directions: 'traffic ~s, eg for a speed limit, a 
bend in the road. 3 something that gives 
evidence, points to the existence or probabil- 
ity of something: the ~s of suffering on his 
face. Are dark clouds a~ of rain? 4 movement 
of the hand, head, etc used with or instead of 
words; signal. 5 symbol and name (often 
painted on a board) displayed by traders and 
shopkeepers ('shop-~s), and ('pub-~) by 
many public houses to advertise their busi- 
ness. 

'sign-board, = sign(5). 

'sign-language, used by deaf and dumb 
persons. 

'sign-painter, person who paints sign- 
boards. 

'sign-post, post placed at a crossroads or 
road junction with signs on its arms giving 
directions to different places. 

sign? /sain/ уг, 1 write one’s name on (a let- 
ter, document, etc) to show that one is the 
writer or that one accepts or agrees with the 
contents: ~ a letter/a cheque; ~ one’s name, 
write it for this purpose. sign sth away, give 
up (rights, property, etc) by signing one’s 
name. sign off, (a) end (a letter, etc) with a 
signature. (b) (radio, TV) end broadcasting 
(by saying goodnight, etc). sign sb on/up, 
(of an employer, etc} employ: The firm ~ed on 
fifty more workers last week. 2 write one’s 
name ona document, etc: Please ~ on the dot- 
ted line. sign оп/ир, (of a worker, etc), sign 
an agreement about employment. 3 make 
known (to a person) an order or request by 
making signs(4): He ~ed to me to be quiet. 
(Note: signal is more usual.) 

sig-nal /'signol/ n [С] 1 (making of a) move- 
ment, (showing of a) light, (sending of a) mes- 
sage, device used, to give a warning, an order 
or information; order, warning, etc given in 
this way: 'traffic ~s, for cars, etc in the streets. 
2 event which is the immediate cause of gener- 
al activity, etc: The arrival of the President was 
the ~ for an outburst of cheering. 3 electronic 
impulse in radio, TV, etc; sound or TV image, 
transmitted or received: an area with a poor| 


sight/silent 


excellent TV ~. в vt,vi (-ll-, US -l-) make a 
signal to; send by signal: ~ a message; ~ (to) 
the waiter to bring the menu; ~ that one is 
about to turn left. 
'signal-box, building on a railway from 
which signals and movements of trains are 
controlled. 
'signal-man, (a) person who operates sig- 
nals on a railway, (b) man who sends and 
receives signals (in the army and navy). 
sig-nal-ier (US = sig-naler) /'signala(r)/ п 
[С] person who signals, esp a soldier. 
Sig-na-tory /'signatri US: -to:ri/ п [С] (р! 
-ies) (person, country, etc) that has signed an 
agreement: the signatories to the Treaty. 
sig-na-ture /'‘signotfa(r)/ п [К] person’s 
name signed by himself: Can I have your ~ on 
these letters? 
‘signature tune, tune (a few bars of a piece 
of music) identifying a broadcasting station or 
a particular programme or performer. 
sig-net /'signit/ л [С] private seal used with or 
instead of a signature. 
'signet-ring, finger ring with a signet in it. 
sig:ni-fi-cance /sig'nifikans/ п [0] mean- 
ing; importance: a speech of great/little ~. 
sig-ni-fi-cant /sig'nifikont/ adj having а 
special or important meaning: a~ speech. 
sig-ni-fi-cant-ly adv 
sig-ni-fi-ca-tion /,signifi'keifn/ n [С] (for- 
mal) (intended) meaning (of a word, etc). 
sig-nify /'signifas/ vt,vi(pt,pp -ied) (formal) 1 
make known (one’s views, intentions, pur- 
pose, etc); be a sign of; mean: He signified his 
agreement/that he agreed by nodding. Does а 
high forehead ~ intelligence? 2 (formal) be of 
importance: /t signifies much]little. 
Sikh /si:k/ n member of an Indian sect believ- 
ing in one God, founded in the 16th century. 
si-lage /'sailid3/ n[U] kind of dry, green cattle 
food. 
si-lence /'sailons/ п [U] 1 condition of being 
quiet or silent; absence of sound: the ~ of 
nighilof the grave. 2 condition of not speak- 
ing, answering (questions, spoken or written), 
or making comments, etc; (with a, an) period 
(of saying nothing): Your ~ on recent events 
surprises me. There was a short ~ and then up- 
roar broke out. in silence, silently: listen in~ 
to a speaker. a vt make (a person or thing) 
silent; cause to be ашеКег): ~ one’s critics/the 
enemy Ss guns. 
si-lencer, device that reduces the noise made 
by the exhaust ofa petrol engine, a gun, etc. 
si-lent /'sailont/ adj 1 making no or little 
sound; not accompanied by any sound: а ~ 
prayer; with ~ footsteps. 2 saying little or 
nothing; giving no answer, views, etc: You'd 
better be ~ about what happened. Her husband 
is the strong, ~ type. 3 written but not pro- 
nounced: a~ letter, eg bin doubt, w in wrong. 
silent film, one without a sound track. 


silhouette /simulate 


si-lent-ly adv 

sil-hou-ette /,silu:'et/ л [С] picture in solid 

_ black showing only the outline; outline of a 
person or object seen against a light back- 
ground: ~s of famous authors. т $й- 
houette, produced as a silhouette. с vt (pas- 
sive) shown, exhibited, in silhouette: ~ed 
against the sky. 

sili-con /'silikon/ п [0] non-metallic element 
(symbol Si) occuring in powdered or crystal 
forms. 
silicon chip, (microelectronics) tiny circuit 
contained in silicon crystal, becoming com- 
monly used in communications, industry, etc 
where small! reliable electronic control is use- 
ful. 

ЗИК /silk/ 1 [0] fine, soft thread from the co- 
coons of certain insects; material made from 

“this: (as an adjective) ~ scarves. 2 [К] (in 
England) Queen’s/King’s Counsel (abbr OC, 
KC). take sifk, become a QC/KC. 
'silk-worm, caterpillar that spins silk to 
form acocoon. 

silken /'silkon/ adj soft and smooth; soft and 
shining: а ~ voice; ~ hair. 

silky /'silki/ adj (-ier, -iest) soft, shiny, 
smooth, like silk: a~ voice. 

sill /sil/ п [С] flat shelf at the base of a window: 
a vase of flowers on the 'window-~. 

silly /'sih/ adj (-ier, -iest) (appearing to be) 
foolish: say ~ things. How ~ of you to do that! 
ол [С] (pl -ies) (chiefly used to or by children) 
silly person: Don’t bea~! 

silt /silt/ n [U] sand, mud, etc carried by mov- 
ing water (and left at the mouth of a river, ina 
harbour, etc). с vt,vi (cause to) become 
stopped with silt: The sand has ~ed up the 
mouth of the river. 

sil-ver /'silvo(r)/ пл [U] 1 shining white metal 
(symbol Ag) used for ornaments, coins, uten- 
sils, etc: 'table ~, spoons, forks, teapots, 
dishes, etc. 2 silver vessels, dishes, articles, eg 
candlesticks, trays: have all one’s ~ taken by 
burglars. 3 (as an adjective) the colour of sil- 
ver: the ~ moon. Every cloud has a silver 
lining, > \ining(1). 4 (of sounds) soft and 
clear: He has a ~ tongue. 5 silver(3) coins: 
£20 in notes ond £5 т ~. a vi,vi ¥ coat with 
(something that looks like) silver: The vears 
have ~ed her hair. 2 become white or silver 
colour: Her hair had~ed. 
silver jubilee, 25th anniversary of a 
sovereign’s rule. 
silver medal, medal of silver given as the 
second prize. 
stiver paper, (informal) thin, light foil made 
of tin or aluminium (as used for packing cigar- 
ettes, etc). 
'silver plate, spoons, dishes, etc of silver or 
copper coated in silver. 
the silver screen, (informal) cinema in- 
dustry. 
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'silver-smith, manufacturer of silver аг- 
ticles; merchant who sells these. 
Silver 'wedding, 25th anniversary. 
sit-very adj like silver: the ~y notes of a 
temple bell. 

simi-lar /'similo(r)/ adj like; of the same sort: 
My wife and I have ~ tastes in music. Your 
guitar 15 ~~ to mine. They are~. 
simi-lar-ly adv 

simi-lar-ity /,simi'leroti/ п (р! -ies) [U] like- 
ness; state of being similar; [C] point or respect 
in which there is likeness: many similarities 
between the two men. 

simile /'srmil:/ и [C,U] (use of) comparison 
of one thing to another, eg He is as brave as a 
lion. 

sim-mer /'simo(r)/ vi,vt 1 be, keep (some- 
thing), almost at boiling-point: S~ the stew 
for an hour. 2 be filled with (anger, etc), which 
is only just kept under control: ~ with rage/ 
annoyance. simmer down, (fig) become 
calm (after being angry or excited). 

sim-per /'simpo(r)/ vi, и К] (give a) silly, 
self-conscious smile. 

simpie /'srmp!/ adj (-r, -st) 1 not mixed; not 
divided into parts; having only a small num- 
ber of parts: а ~ machine. 2 plain; not much 
decorated or ornamented: ~ food/cooking; a 
~ design. 3 not highly developed: ~ forms. of 
life. 4 easily done or understood; not needing 
great effort: written т ~ English; a~ task. 5 
innocent; straight-forward: ~ folk. 6 inex- 
perienced; easily deceived: Гт not 50 ~ as to 
suppose you really like me. 7 with nothing ad- 
ded; absolute: a ~ fact. pure and simple, 
(informal) absolute(ly), unquestionably: 1’; a 
case of kill or be killed, pure and~. 
sSimple-'minded adj unsophisticated. 
sim-ply /'srmpli/ adv (a) ina simple(2) man- 
ner: dress simply; simply dressed. (b) com- 
pletely; absolutely: His pronunciation is simply 
terrible, is very bad indeed. She looks simply 
lovely. (с) nothing more nor less than: He is 
simply a workman. It is simply a matter of 
working hard. 

simpie-ton /'simpiton/ п [К] (dated) foolish 
person, esp one whois easily deceived. 

sim-plic-ity /srm'plisoti/ и [0] (formal) the 
state of being simple: A small child often has a 
look of ~. be simplicity it'self, (informal) 
be extremely easy. 

sim-plify /'simplifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) make 
simple; make easy‘ to do or understand: а 
simplified reader|text. 
sim-pli-fi-ca-tion /,smmplifi'keifn/ n [Ч] act 
or process of making simple; [С] instance of 
-simphfying; thing simplified. 

simu-late /'srmjuleit/ vt (formal) pretend to 
be; pretend to have or feel: ~d innocence; 
insects that ~ dead leaves. 
simu-la-tion /,simju'leffn/ п [U] pretence; 
imitation. 
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S$im-ul-ta-neous /,siml'temios US: ,saim-/ 
adj happening or done at the same time: ~ 
signing of an agreement. 
sim-ul-ta-neous-ly adv 

sin /sin/ n 1 [0] breaking of God’s laws; be- 
haviour that is against the principles of moral- 
ity. 2 [C] instance of this; immoral act such as 
telling a lie, stealing, adultery: confess one’s 
~S to a priest; ask for one’s ~s to be forgiven. 
> original sin. the seven deadly sins, 
pride, covetousness, lust, anger, gluttony, 
envy, sloth. 3 [С] (informal) offence against 
convention; something considered to be not 
common sense: /t’s а ~ to stay indoors on such 
a fine day. о vi (-nn-) commit sin; do wrong: 
We are all liable to ~ capable of ~ning. 
sin-ner /'sina(r)/, person who sins/has 
sinned. 
sin-ful /-fl/ adj wrong; wicked. 
sin-ful-ness л [0] 

since /sins/ adv 1 (with the perfect tenses) 
after a date, event, etc in the past; before the 
present time; between some time in the past 
and the present time, or the time referred to: 
The town was destroyed by an earthquake ten 
years ago and has ~ been rebuilt. He left home 
in 1970 and has not been heard of ~. ever 
since, throughout the whole of a period of 
time referred to and up to the present: He went 
to Italy in 1970 and has lived there ever ~. 2 
(dated) (used with the simple tenses) ago (the 
usual word): He did it many years ~. о prep 
(with perfect tenses in the main clause) after; 
during a period of time after: She hasn’t been 
home ~ her marriage. 0 conj 1 from the past 
time when: Where have you been ~ I last saw 
you? How long is it ~~ you were in London? 2 as: 
S~ we’ve no money, we can’t buy it. 

sin-cere /sin'sio(r)/ adj 1 (of feelings, behavi- 
our) genuine; not pretended: /t is my ~ belief 
that... 2 (of persons) not expressing feelings 
that are pretended. 
sin-cere-ly adv in a sincere manner. Yours 
sincerely, formula used to end a letter to a 
friend, or informally in a business letter. 

sin-cer-ity /sin'seroti/ и [U] the quality of be- 
ing sincere: speaking in all ~, very sincerely 
and honestly. 

sinew /'sinju:/ п [С] tendon (strong cord) 
joining a muscle to a bone. 
sin-ewy adj tough; having strong sinews. 

sing /sin/ vi,vi (pt sang /sen/, pp sung /san/) 
1 make musical sounds with the voice, pro- 
duce words one after the other to a tune: She 
~s well. He was ~ing a French song. He was 
~ing to the guitar. She sang the baby to sleep. 2 
make a humming, buzzing or ringing sound: 
The kettle was ~ing (away) on the cooker. 3 
celebrate in verse. sing 56$ praises, praise 
him with enthusiasm. 4 sing out (for), 
shout (for). 

singer, person who sings, esP in public. 


_ simultaneous /sink 


sing-ing, (esp) art of the singer: teach ~ing; 
take '~ing lessons. 

singe /sind3/ vt,vi blacken the surface of by 
burning; burn slightly: Careful! You’re ~ing 
that dress! a п [С] slight burn (on cloth, etc). 

single /'singl/ adj 1 one only; one and no 
more: a ~ ticket, for a journey to a place, not 
back. in single 'file, (moving, standing) one 
behind the other in a line. 2 not married: ~ 
men and women; remain ~. 3 for the use of, 
used for, done by, one person: а ~ bed; reserve 
(at a hotel) two ~ rooms and one double room. 
оп [С] 1 (in tennis and golf) game with one 
person on each side. 2 (in cricket) hit for which 
one run is scored. 3 (short for a) single ticket: 
two second-class ~s to Leeds. 0 vt single sb/ 
sth out, select from others (for special atten- 
tion, etc): He ~dme out for criticism. 
ssingle-'breasted adj (of a coat) having 
only one row of buttons down the front. 
single-‘handed adj, adv done by one person 
without help from others. 
isingle-'minded adj having, intent on, only 
one purpose. 
singles, tennis, etc match between two per- 
sons. 
sing-ly /'singli/ adv one by one; by oneself. 

sin-glet /'singlit/ п [С] (GB) sleeveless cotton 
T-shirt; vest. . 

sing-song /'sijspn/ n [С] meeting of friends 
to sing songs together (esp unplanned): have a 
~ round the piano. 

sin-gu-lar /'singjulo(r)/ adj 1 (dated) uncom- 
mon; strange: look ~ in a dress, to be uncon- 
ventional. 2 (formal) outstanding: a man of ~ 
courage and honesty. 3 (gram) of the form used 
in speaking or writing of one person or thing: 
The ~ of ‘children’ is ‘child. a п [С] the 
singular form: What is the ~ of ‘parties’? 
sin-gu-lar-ly adv (formal) strangely; pecu- 
liarly. 

sin-gu-lar-ity /,singjo'lzrati/ и (pl -ies) (for- 
mal) [U] strangeness; [С] something unusual 
or strange. 

sin-is-ter /'sinisto(r)/ adj 1 suggesting evil or 
the likelihood of coming misfortune: a ~ 
beginning. 2 showing a bad temper; unkind: a 
~ face; ~ looks. 3 (in heraldry) on the left side 
of the shield. 

sink’ /sink/ м [С] 1 fixed basin (of china, steel, 
etc) with a drain for taking away water, usual- 
ly ina kitchen. 2 = cesspool. 

sink? /sink/ vi,vt (pt sank /senk/, pp sunk 
/sank/, and, as an adjective, sunken /'sankan/) 
1 go down, esp below the horizon or the sur- 
face of water or other liquid or a soft sub- 
stance, eg mud: The sun was ~ing in the west. 
Wood does not ~ in water, it floats. The ship 
sank. 2 slope downwards; become lower or 
weaker: The foundations have sunk. 3 make by 
digging: ~ a well; place (something) in a hole 
made by digging: ~ a post one metre deep in 


sinuous /sit 


the ground. 4 sink in/into, (of liquids, and 
fig) go down deep: The rain sank into the dry 
ground. г> oblivion. 5 (fig) lose faith, hope, 
etc: have a ~ing feeling, feel all hope is lost. 
His heart sank at the thought of failure. 6 (fig) 
(of warnings, information) be understood, 
learnt: [ ve explained it to you often but nothing 
~s in! 7 come to a lower level or state (physical 
or moral): ~ into a deep sleep; ~ into crime. 
The old man has sunken cheeks. His voice sank 
to a whisper. 6 cause or allow to sink: ~ a ship. 
He sank (= lowered) his voice to а whisper. Let 
us ~ our differences (= put them out of our 
thoughts, forget them), and work together. 

sink-able /-ab!l/ adj (of a boat, etc) that can 
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woman who behaves like a sister: She wasa~ 
to him. 3 (GB) senior hospital nurse. 4 mem- 
ber of a religious society; nun: S~s of Mercy. 
5 woman of the same society, profession, 
trade union, socialist party, etc as another. 
sis-ter-hood /-hud/ (a) [U] feeling of a sis- 
ter for a sister. (b) [С] society of women who 
live together in a religious order, belong to a 
socialist organization, do charitable works, 
etc. 

sister-in-law /'sistor im 15:/ и [С] (p/ ~s-in- 
law) sister of one’s husband or wife; wife of 
one’s brother. 

'sister-ship, of the same design, type, etc (as 
another). 


be sunk. sis-ter-ly adj of, like, a sister: ~/y love. 
sinu-ous /'sinjuas/ adj (formal) fullof curves Sit /sit/ vi,vt (pt,pp sat /sat/) (-tt-) (For special 
and twists. uses with adverbial particles and prepositions, 


sinus /'sainas/ м [C] (р! ~es) hollow in a 
bone, esp one of several air-filled cavities in 
the bones of the skull linked to the nostrils. 

-SION suffix © -tion. 

sip /sip/ vt,vi (-pp-) drink, taking a very small 


> 9 below.) 1 take or be in a position in which 
the body is upright and supported by the but- 
tocks (resting on the ground or on a seat): ~ 
ona chair|jon the floor|in an armchair|at a table 
or 4е5К [оп а horse. sit tight, (a) remain firm- 


quantity at a time: ~ (up) one’s coffee. в п [С] 
(quantity taken in a) sipping. 

si-phon (also syphon) /'saifn/ я [С] 1 bent 
or curved tube, pipe, etc so arranged (like an 
inverted U) that liquid will flow up through it 
and then down. 2 bottle from which soda- 
water can be forced out by the pressure of gas 
in it. о vt,vi siphon sth off/out, draw 
(liquid) out or off through or as if through a si- 
phon. 

Sir /s3:(r)/ п 1 respectful form of address to a 
man (eg to a school teacher or by a shop- 
assistant): Please ~, can I have a pencil? Can I 
help you, ~? (ie in a shop). 2 (used to begin let- 
ters): My dear S~; Dear S~. 3 prefix to the 
name of a knight or baronet: Sir ,Winston 
"Churchill. 

Sire /'sato(r)/ п [С] 1 (old use) father or male 
ancestor. 2 male parent of an animal: race- 
horses with pedigree ~s. 0 vt (esp of horses) be 
the sire of: a Derby winner ~d by Pegasus. 
si-ren /'saiaran/ п [C] 1 (Greek myth) one of a 
number of winged women whose songs 
charmed sailors and caused their destruction; 
(hence) woman who attracts and is dangerous 
to men. 2 ship’s whistle for sending warnings 
and signals. 3 device for producing a loud 
shrill noise (as a warning, etc): an ambulance 
with its ~s wailing. 

sir-loin /'ss:loin/ п [C,U] best part of loin of 
beef. 

si-sal /'saizl/ п [U] plant with leaves which 
provide strong fibre used for making rope. 
sissy /'sisi/ п [С], adj (boy or young man who 
is) girlish or without manly qualities such as 
courage, strength. 

sis-ter /'sista(r)/ и [С] 1 daughter of the same 
parents as oneself or another person: my/ 
your|his ~. г> half-sister, step-sister. 2 


ly in one’s place, esp in the saddle. (b) (infor- 
mal) hold firmly to one’s opinions, not give in 
to opposition, etc. 2 cause to sit; place ш а sit- 
ting position: He lifted the child and sat (= 
seated) her at a little table. 3 (of Parliament, a 
law court, a committee, etc) hold meetings: 
The House of Commons was still ~ ting at 3am. 
4 keep one’s seat on (a horse, etc): She ~s her 
horse well. 5 (of birds) rest (on a branch, fence, 
etc) with the body close to it: ~ting on a 
branch. 6 (of domestic fowls) remain on the 
nest in order to hatch eggs: That hen wants to 
~. 7 (of clothes) suit, fit, hang: The coat ~s 
badly across the shoulders. 8 act as a baby- 
sitter. 

9 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

sit back, (a) settle oneself comfortably 
back, eg in a chair. (b) (fig) rest (after great 
activity, etc). (c) take no (further) action. 

sit down, take a seat: Please ~ down, all of 
you. a sit-down 'strike, strike by workers 
who refuse to leave the factory, etc until their 
demands are considered or satisfied. 

sit for, (a) take (an examination). (b) pose 
(for one’s portrait, photograph). 

sit in, (of workers, students, etc) demonstrate 
by occupying a building (or part of it) and 
staying there until their demands are met: 
There are reports of students ~ ting in at several 
universities. Hence, 'sit-in n [C] such a 
demonstration. sit in on sth, attend (a dis- 
cussion, etc) as an observer, not as a partici- 
pant. 

sit on sb, (5/) prevent him from interfering, 
opposing, etc. sit on sth, (a) be a member of 
(a jury, committee, etc). (b) (informal) neglect 
to deal with: They've been ~ting on my appli- 
cation for amonth. 
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sit out, sit outside: ~ting out in the garden. 
sit sth out, (a) stay to the end of (a perfor- 
mance, etc): ~ out a play. (b) take no part in 
(esp a dance): / think [li ~ out the next dance. 
sit up, not go to bed (until later than the usu- 
al time): The nurse sat up with her patient all 
night. sit (sb) up, (cause to) take a sitting 
position: The patient is well enough to ~ up in 
bed now. S~ up straight! (make sb) sit up 
(and take notice), (informal) alarm or 
frighten him; have one’s interest (suddenly) 
stimulated. 

sit upon, = siton. 

si-tar /si'ta:(r)/ п [С] Indian stringed musical 
instrument with a long neck. 

site /sait/ п [С] place where something was, is, 
or is to be: a~ for anew school; a'building ~. 
О vt position; place: Where have they decided 
10 ~~ the new factory? 

sit-ter /'sita(r)/ п [С] 1 person who is sitting 
for a portrait. 2 hen that sits(6): а гоо4]роог 
~.3 bird or animal that is sitting and there- 
fore easy to shoot. 4 = baby-sitter. 

sit-ting /'sitin/ n [С] 1 time during which a 
court of law, Parliament, etc is in session: dur- 
ing a long ~. 2 period of time during which 
one is engaged continuously in.a particular oc- 
cupation: finish reading a book at one ~. 3 act 
of posing for a portrait or photograph. 4 occa- 
sion of sitting down (for a meal, etc): In this 
hotel 100 people can be served at one ~, ie 
together. 5 collection of eggs on which a hen 
sits. 

sitting 'duck, an easy target or victim. 
sitting member, candidate in a parliamen- 
tary election who held the seat before. 
'sitting-room, room for general daytime 
use. 

sitting ‘tenant, one already in occupation 
of a house, etc. 

situ-ated /'sit{ueitid/ adj 1 (of a town, build- 
ing, etc) placed: The village is ~ т a vailey. 2 
(of a person) in (certain) circumstances: Гт 
badly ~ at the moment, in difficult circum- 
stances. 

situ-ation /,sitfu'ei{n/ п [C] 1 position (ofa 
town, building, etc). 2 condition, state of af- 
fairs, esp at a certain time: be in an embarrass- 
ing ~. 3 work, employment, eg in domestic 
service: S~s vacant, S~s wanted, headings of 
newspaper advertisements of employment of- 
fered and asked for. 

six /siks/ adj, п [С] (of) 6. six of ene and 
haif a dozen of the other, very little differ- 
ence between the one and the other. at sixes 
and sevens, incontusion. 

'six-pence, (a) (GB) coin worth (formerly) 
six pennies, or (since 1971) 24p. (b) the sum of 
six pennies. 

'six-penny adj costing sixpence. 

'six-fold /-fauld/ adj, adv six times as much ог 
as Many Or as great. 


six-teen /sik'sti:n/ adj, п [С] (of) 16. 
six-teenth /si:k'sti:n®/ adj, п [С] (abbr /6th) 
(of) one of 16 parts or the next after 15. 
sixth /siks0/ adj, п, [С] (abbr 6th) (of) one of 6 
parts or the next after 5. 
sixth 'sense, power to be aware of things 
independently of the five senses. 
sixth-ly adv 
six-ti-eth /'sikst1o0/ adj, п [С] (abbr 60th) (of) 
one of 60 parts or the next after 59. 
sixty /siksti/ adj, п [С] (of) 60. in the six- 
ties, (a) (of a person’s age, temperature, 
speed, etc) between 59 and 70. (b) between ’59 
and ’70 in acentury. 
size’ /saiz/ п 1 [U] degree of largeness or 
smallness: about the ~ of (= about as large as) 
а duck’s egg. Theyre both of a~, are the same 
size. cut $6 down to size, reduce him to his 
correct level of (un)importance. 2 [C] one of 
the degrees of size in which articles of clothing, 
etc are made: ~ five shoes; three ~s too big. I 
take ~ ten. с vt 1 arrange according to size. 2 
size sb/sth up. (informal) form а judge- 
ment or opinion of. 
size-able /-abl/ adj fairly large. 
size? /saiz/ n [U] sticky substance used to 
glaze paper, stiffen cloth, etc. o уг stiffen or 
treat with size. 
sizzle /'sizl/ vi, п [С] (informal) 1 (make the) 
hissing sound as of something cooking in fat: 
sausages sizzling in the pan. 2 (fig) be in a state 
of great heat: a sizzling hot day. 
skate /skeit/ п [С] (also a pair of ~s) a sharp- 
edged steel blade to be fastened to a boot for 
moving smoothly over ice. >> roller-skate. с vi 
1 move on skates. 2 (fig) skate over/round 
a difficulty/problem, make only passing 
and cautious reference to it. 
'skate-board п board on wheels, used to 
stand on and ride аз а sport. о vido this. 
skater, person who skates. 
Iskat-ing n[U] (sport of) moving on skates. 
'skat-ing-rink, specially prepared surface 
for skating. 
ske-daddle /ski'dedi/ vi (informal) (esp of 
children) run away. 
skein /skein/ п [С] length of silk or wool ог 
thread coiled loosely into a bundle. 
skel-eton /'skelitn/ и [C] 1 bony framework 
of an animal body; bones of an animal body in 
the same relative positions as in life. a skel- 
eton in the cupboard, something of which 
a person is ashamed and which he tries to keep 
secret. 2 framework of a building, plan, to 
which details are to be added. 
'skeleton key, one that will open a number 
of different locks. 
skeleton staff/crew/service, etc, one 
reduced to the smallest number needed. 
sketch /sketf/ п [С] 1 rough, quickly made 
drawing: make a ~ of a harbour. 2 short ac- 
count or description; general outline, without 


skew /skirt 


details: He gave me a ~ of his plans for the ex- 
pedition. 3 short, humorous play or piece of 
writing. о vt,vi 1 make a sketch of. sketch 
sth out, give a rough plan of; indicate with- 
out detail: ~ out plans for a new road. 2 prac- 
tise the art of making sketches: / often go into 
the country tow. 
sketchy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) done roughly 
and without detail or care. (b) incomplete: He 
has а ху knowledge of geography. 

skew /skju:/ adj twisted or turned to one side; 
not straight. 

skewer /'skju:o(r)/ п [С] pointed stick of 
wood or metal for holding meat together 
while cooking. о vi fasten with a skewer. 

ski /ski:/ n [С] (pl ~ or ~s) (also а pair of ~s) 
long, narrow strip of wood, etc strapped un- 
der the foot for moving over snow. о vi (pt,pp 
~'d, present participle ~ing) move over snow 
on skis: go ~ing. 
'ski-jusmp, steep slope before a sharp drop to 
let a skier leap through the air. 
'ski-lift, seats hanging from an overhead 
cable for carrying skiers uphill. 
'ski-plane, aircraft fitted with skis stead of 
wheels, to enable it to land on snow. 
skier /'ski:o(r)/, person using skis. 

skid /skid/ п [С] 1 slipping movement, often 
sideways, of the wheels of a car, etc on a slip- 
pery or icy road, or while turning a corner: 
How would you get out of|correct а ~? 2 piece 
of wood or metal fixed under the wheel of a 
cart, etc to prevent it from turning, to control 
the speed when going downhill. 3 log, plank, 
etc used to make a track over which heavy ob- 
jects may be dragged or rolled. с vi (-dd-) (ofa 
car, etc) move or slip sideways, etc. 

skies /skaiz/ p/ of sky. 

skiff /skif/ п [С] small, light, rowing boat. 

skil-ful (US = skill-ful) /'skufl/ adj having 
or showing skill: ~ driving. 
skill-fully /-fali/ adv 

skill /skil/n[U]1 ability to do something well. 
2 [С] particular kind of skill. 
skilied adj (needing a person who is) trained; 
experienced: ~ed workmen. 

skim /skim/ vt,vi (-mm-) 1 remove floating 
maiter from (the surface of a liquid): ~ milk; 
~ cream off the milk. 2 move lightly over (a 
surface), not touching, or only lightly or occa- 
sionally touching (it): The swallows were 
~ming (over) the water. 3 skim through 
sth, read quickly, noting only the chief 
points: ~ through a newspaper. 

skimp /skimp/ vt,vi supply, use, the mini- 
mum of what is needed: They are so poor that 
they have tow. 
skimpy adj (-ier, -iest) 

skin /skin/ и 1 [U] (substance forming the) 
outer covering of the body of a person or ani- 
mal: We all got wet to the ~, thoroughly wet 
(eg in heavy rain). by the skin of one’s 
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teeth, by a narrow margin. get under 
one’s skin, (fig) (a) cause irritation or ang- 
ег. (b) cause infatuation. have a thin/thick 
skin, (fig) be easily hurt/not easily hurt by 
unkindness, ‘bad criticism, swearing, etc. 
Hence, ,thin-/,thick-'skinned adj. > also 
soak(5). 2 [С] animal’s skin with or without 
the hair or fur: 'rabbit-~s. 3 [C,U] outer 
covering of a fruit, or plant: slip on a ba'nana 
~. 4 [СЧ] thin layer that forms on boiled 
milk: the ~ on a milk pudding. о vt,vi (-пп-) 
take the skin off: ~ a rabbit. 

iskin-'deep adj (of beauty, feelings, etc) only 
on the surface; not deep or lasting. 
'skin-diving, form of sport in which a per- 
son swims under the water without a diving- 
suit, with goggles over the eyes and a snorkel 
or aqualung to help breathing. 

'skin-flint, (s/) = miser. 

'skin-graft, (in surgery) the removal of lay- 
ers of skin from one part of the body to an- 
other part, eg to grow over a bad scar. 
iskin-'tight adj (of clothing) fitting closely to 
the body: ,~-tight jeans. 

skinny adj (-ier, -iest) having little flesh, not 
fat. 

skint /skint/ adj(GB sl) very poor. 

skip' /skip/ vi,vt (-рр-) 1 jump lightly and 
quickly: The lambs were ~ping about in the 
fields. 2 jump over a rope which is turned over 
the head and under the feet as one jumps. 3 go 
from one place to another quickly: ~ over/ 
across to Paris for the weekend. He ~ped off 
(= left) without saying anything to any of us. 4 
change from one subject to another when talk- 
ing: He ~s from one excuse to another. 5 go 
from one part (of a book, etc) to another with- 
out reading, paying attention, etc: И’е’ ~ the 
next chapter. о п [С] skipping movement: a 
hop,a~ anda jump. 
'skip-ping-rope, length of rope with han-— 
dles, used in the children’s game of skipping. 
> skip'(2). 

skip? /skip/ и [C] 1 cage or bucket in which 
men or materials are raised and lowered in 
mines and quarries. 2 large metal container 
for carrying away builders’ refuse, etc. 

skip-per /'skipo(r)/ п [С] 1 captain, esp of a 
small merchant ship or fishing-boat. 2 (infor- 
mal) captain of a team in games such as foot- 
ball and cricket. с vt act as captain: ~ a team 

skir-mish /'sks:mif/ и [C] fight between 
small parts of armies or fleets. о wi engage in 
such a fight. 

skirt /sks:t/ п [С] 1 woman’s article of cloth- 
ing that hangs from the waist. 2 part of a 
dress, etc that hangs from the waist. 3 (р) = 
outskirts (which is more usual). o vt,vi be on, 
pass along, the edge of: Our road ~ed the 
forest. 

'skirt-ing-board, line of boards fixed round 
the walls of a room close to the floor. 
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Skit /skit/ и [С] short piece of humorous writ- 
ing making fun of a person, idea, style, etc: а 
~ оп Wagnerljon‘Macbeth. — 

skit-tish /'skitif/ adj 1 (of horses) excitable; 
lively; difficult to control. 2 (fig) (of women) 
frivolous; excitable. | 

skittles /'skitlz/ п p/ (used with a sing verb) 
(game in which a ball is thrown to knock 
down) a number of bottle-shaped pieces of 
wood (called a skittle). 

skulk /skalk/ vi hide, move secretly, because 
afraid, or to avoid work or duty, or with an 
evil purpose: ~ing about in the corridors. — 

skull /skal/ м [С] bony framework of the 
head: have a thick ~, be stupid. 

skunk /skank/ п [С] small, bush-tailed М 
American animal able to send out a strong evil 
smell as a defence when attacked. 

sky /skai/ п [С] (р/ skies /skaiz/) the space we 


look up to from the earth, where we see the 


sun, moon and stars. (Note: usually sing with 
the, but with a, an when used with an adj: a 
clear, blue ~, and often pl: The skies opened 
and the rain fell.) > pie. 
isky-'blue adj, п [Ч] (of) the bright blue col- 
our of the sky on a cloudless day. 
isky-'high adv so as to reach the sky: When 
the bomb exploded, the bridge was blown ~- 
high. 
'sky-lark, small bird that sings as it flies up 
into the sky. о vi = lark’: ~/arking about at 
school. 
'sky-light, window in a sloping roof. 
'sky-line, outline of hills, buildings, etc, de- 
fined against the sky: the ~line of New York. 
'sky-rocket vi (of prices) rise quickly. 
'sky-scraper, very tall building. 
sky-ward(s) /'skarwad(z)/ adj, 
ward(s) the sky; upward(s). 

slab /sleb/ n [С] thick flat (usually square or 
rectangular) piece of stone, etc: paved with ~s 
of stone; a~ of chocolate. 

slack’ /slek/ adj (-er, -est) 1 giving little care 
or attention to one’s work: Don’t get ~ at your 
work. 2 inactive; with not much work to be 
done or business being done: Trade/ Business 
is ~ this week. 3 loose, not tight: а ~ горе. 4 
slow-moving: periods of ~ water, when the 
tide is neither ebbing nor flowing. о vi 1 be 
lazy or careless in one’s work: Don’t ~ off in 
your studies. 2 reduce speed: S~ up before you 
reach the crossroads. 3 make (a rope, etc) 
loose. 
slack-ly adv 
slack-ness n[U] 

slack? /slek/n the ~, that part of a rope, etc 
that hangs loosely. 

slacken /'slekn/ vt,vi 1 make or become 
slower, less active, etc: The ship’s speed ~ed. 2 
make or become loose(r): ~ the ropes/reins. 

slacks /sleks/ п pi (dated) trousers, not part 
of a suit, worn informally. 


adv to- 


skit/slat 


slag /slag/ п [U] waste matter remaining 
when metal has been extracted from ore. 
'slag-heap, hill of slag (from a mine). 

slain /slein/ pp of slay. 

slake /sleik/ vi 1 satisfy ог make less strong 
(thirst, desire for revenge). 2 change the chem- 
ical nature of (lime) by adding water. 

За ют /'sla:lam/ n [С] ski-race along a zig- 
zag course marked out by poles with flags. 

slam /slem/ vt,vi (-mm-) 1 shut violently and 
noisily: ~ the door (to); ~ the door in his face. 
2 be shut violently: The door ~med (te). 3 put, 
throw or knock with force: She ~med the box 
down on the table. чп [С] 1 noise of something 
being slammed: the ~ of a car door. 2 (in 
whist, bridge): a grand ~, taking of 13 tricks; а 
small ~, taking of 12 tricks. 

slan-der /'sla:nda(r) US: 'slen-/ п [СУ] (of- 
fence of making a) false statement that 
damages a person’s reputation. с vf use or 
contain slander. 
slan-derer, person who uses slander. 
slan-der-ous /-3s/ adj using or containing 
slander. 

slang /slen/ п [0] words, phrases, meanings 
of words, etc sometimes used in conversation 
but not suitable for writing or for formal occa- 
sions (marked s/in this dictionary). с vt abuse: 
Stop ~ing me. а 'slanging match, a \ong 
exchange of insults and accusations. 
slangy adj (-ier, -iest) using slang. 

slant /sla:nt US: slent/ vi,vt 1 slope: His 
handwriting ~s from right to left. 2 present т- 
formation, etc so that it is seen from, and sup- 
ports, a particular point of view (often prejud- 
iced), eg in a newspaper. оп [С] 1 slope. 2 (in- 
formal) point of view (prejudiced or biassed) 
when thinking about something; a new ~ on 
the political situation. 

slap /slep/ vt (-pp-) 1 strike with the palm of 
the hand; smack: She ~ ped his face/~ped him 
on the face. 2 put something down with a slap- 
ping noise: He ~ped the book down on the 
table. a п [С] quick blow with the palm of the 
hand or with something flat. о adv straight; 
directly: The car ran ~ into the wall. 
'slap-dash adj, adv careless(ly): a ~dash 
worker. 
'slap-happy adj carefree. 
'slap-stick я [0] comedy using violence. 
'slap-up adj (s/) first-class; extremely good: a 
~-up dinner at a~-up restaurant. 

siash /sle{/ vt,vi1 make a cut or cuts in (or at 
something) with sweeping strokes; strike with 
a whip: His face had been ~ed with a razor- 
blade. 2 condemn with force and energy: a 
~ ing attack on the government’s policy. 3 (in- 
formal) cut, reduce, greatly: ~ prices/taxes| 
salaries. о п [С] act of slashing; long cut or 
gash. — 

slat /slet/ п [С] thin narrow piece of wood, 
metal or plastic material, eg as in Venetian 


slate /sleeve 


blinds or louvred doors. 

slate /sleit/ n 1 [U] kind of blue-grey stone 
that splits easily into thin, flat layers; [С] one 
of these layers, square or oblong, used for 
making roofs: а ~ quarry. 2 [С] sheet of slate 
in a wooden frame for writing on (as formerly 
used by school-children). a clean slate, no 
cause for criticism, discredit, etc. wipe the 
slate clean, forgive all past offences. о у! 1 
cover (a roof, etc) with slates. 2 (informal) crit- 
icize severely (esp in a review of a book, play, 
etc). 
slaty adj of or like slate. 

slaugh-ter /'slo:ta(r)/ n [U] 1 killing of ani- 
mals (esp for food). 2 killing of many people 
at once: the ~ on the roads, the killing of 
people in road accidents. o у! kill (animals, 
people) in large numbers. 
'slaughter-house, place where animals are 
butchered for food. 
slaugh-ter-er, (a) person who kills animals 
for food. (b) person who kills many people. 

Slave /sleiv/ п [С] 1 person who is the 
property of another and must serve him. 2 
person compelled to work very hard for 
someone else: You musin’t make ~s of your 
workers. 3 person completely in the power of, 
under the control of, a habit, etc: a ~ to duty/ 
passion|convention|drink. о vi work hard: 
Poor Jim! He’s been slaving away (eg cooking) 
for three hours! 
'slave-driver, (esp) person who makes those 
who are under him work very hard. 
'slave ship, ship used in the slave-trade. 
'Slave States, southern States of N Ameri- 
ca in which there was slavery before the Civil 
War. 
'slave-trade/-traffic, capturing, 
portation, buying and selling, of slaves. 
siav-ery /'slervori/ п [U] (a) condition of be- 
ing a slave: sold into ~ry. (b) custom of hav- 
ing slaves: men who worked for the abolition of 
~ry. (с) hard or badly paid work. 
slav-ish /'slervi{/ adj like, fit for, a slave. 

slaver /'sleva(r)/ vi let spit run from the 
mouth (over). оп [Ч] saliva. 

slay /slei/ vt (pt slew /slu:/, pp slain /slem/) 
(literary) kill, murder. 

sleazy /'sli:z1/ adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) dirty, 
untidy: a~ hotel. 

sled /sled/n = sledge. 

sledge /sled3/ п [С] vehicle with runners 
(long, narrow strips of wood or metal) instead 
of wheels, used on snow, larger types being 
pulled by horses or dogs and smaller types 
used in sport for travelling downhill at speed. 
О vi,vt travel or carry by sledge: go sledging. 

sledge-hammer /'sled3 hema(r)/ и [С] 
heavy hammer with a long handle, used for 
driving posts into the ground, and by black- 
smiths. 

sleek /sli:k/ adj (-er,-est) 1 (of hair, an ani- 


trans- 
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mal’s fur, etc) soft, smooth and glossy. 2 (ofa 
person) having such hair. а vt make sleek: ~ а 
cat’s fur. 

sleep’ /sh:p/ n 1 [U] condition of the body 
and mind at rest as happens regularly every 
night, in which the eyes are closed and the 
muscles, nervous system, etc are relaxed: How 
many hours’ ~ do you need? 2 (with a, an) 
period of sleep: have а short/good/restful ~. 3 
get to sleep, manage to fall asleep: / 
couldn t get to ~ last night. go to sleep, fail 
asleep. 

sleep? /sli:p/ vi,vt (pp,pt slept /slept/) 1 rest in 
the condition of sleep, be or fall asleep: We go 
to bed to ~. She slept (for) eight hours. sleep 
like a top/log. very deeply, well. 2 provide 
beds for: This hotel ~s 300 guests. 3 (uses with 
adverbial particles and prepositions): 
sleep around, (informal) be promiscuous. 
sleep sth off, recover from (a party, 
headache, etc) by sleeping: ~ off a bad 
headache/a hangover. 
sleep on, continue to sleep: Don’t wake him 
up—let him ~ on for another hour. sleep on 
sth, leave the answer, solution, to a problem, 
etc to the next day. 
sleep through sth, not be woken up by (a 
noise, the alarm-clock, etc). 
sleep with sb, have sexual intercourse with. 

sleeper /'sli:pa(r)/ и [С] 1 person who sleeps: 
a heavy|light ~, one who is hard/easy to wake 
up. 2 heavy beam of wood (or similarly 
shaped piece of other material) on a railway 
track, etc supporting the rails. 3 (bed or berth 
in a) sleeping-car ona train. 

sleep-ing _ /'sli:pin/ (in compounds): 
'sleeping-bag, warmly lined and water- 
proof bag in which to sleep, eg in a tent. 
'sleeping-car, railway coach fitted. with 
beds or berths. 
sleeping ‘partner, person who owns а 
share in a business but does not do any work 
in it. 
'sleeping-pill, one that contains а drug to 
encourage sleep. 
'sleeping-sickness, disease caused by the 
tsetse-fly with a weakening of the mental 
powers and (usually) death. 

sleep-less /'sli:plis/ adj without sleep: pass a 
~ night. 

sleepy /'sli:pi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 needing, 
ready for, sleep: feel/look ~. 2 (of places, etc) 
quiet; inactive: a ~ little village. 3 (of some 
kinds of fruit) over-ripe: ~ bananas, soft and 
brown inside. 
sleep-ily /-oli/ adv 

sleet /sii:t/ п [U] falling snow or hail mixed 
with rain. о vi: Л was ~ing, Sleet was falling. 
sleety adj (-ier, -iest) 

sieeve /sli:v/ п [С] 1 part of clothing that 
covers all or part of the arm: one’s 'shirt-~s. 
have sth up one’s sleeve, have an idea, 
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slight’ /slait/ adj (-er, -est) 1 slim; slender; 


plan, etc which one keeps secret for future use. 
laugh up one’s sfeeve, be secretly amused. 
2 stiff envelope for a record. 
sleeve-less adj without sleeves. : 

sleight /slei/ n [С] siedge, esp one drawn Бу a 
horse: go for a '~-ride/a ride ina ~. а vi,vt 
travel, carry (goods), by sleigh. 

sleight /slait/ и (usually in) sleight of 
hand, great skill in using the hand(s) in per- 
forming tricks, juggling, etc. 

slen-der /'slenda(r)/ adi (-er, -est) 1 small in 
width or circumference compared with height 
or length: ~ fingers; a~ waist. 2 (of persons) 
slim: а woman with а ~ figure. 3 slight; in- 
adequate: have ~ means|/hopes. 
slen-der-ness 7[U] 

slept /slept/ pt,pp of sleep. 

slew /slu:/ pt of slay. 

slice /slais/n[C]1 thin, wide, flat piece cut off 
something, esp bread or meat. 2 part, share or 
price: Smith took too big a ~ of the credit for 
our success. 3 utensil with a wide, flat blade for 
cutting, serving or lifting (eg cooked fish, fried 
eggs). 4 (golf, tennis, etc) stroke that causes 
the bali to go spinning off in a different direc- 
tion. о vt,vi1 cut into slices: slicing (up) a loaf. 
2 (golf, tennis, etc): ~ the ball, > 4 above. 

slick /slik/ adj (informal) 1 smooth; slippery: 
The roads were ~ with wet mud. > oil slick. 2 
done smoothly and efficiently, perhaps with a 
little deceit: a ~ business deal. 3 (of a person) 
doing things in a slick way: a~ salesman. 

slide’ /slaid/ n[C]1 act of sliding(1); smooth 
stretch of ice, hard snow, etc on which to slide: 
have a ~ on the ice. 2 smooth slope down 
which persons or things can slide (eg a 
wooden or metal slope made for children to 
play on). 3 picture, diagram, etc on photo- 
graphic film (and usually mounted in a 
frame). 4 glass plate on which is placed some- 
thing to be examined under a microscope. 5 
part of a machine, etc that slides (eg the U- 
shaped part of a trombone). 6 = land- 
slide(a). 7 = hair-slide. 

slide? /staid/ vi,vt (pt,pp stid /slid/) 1 (cause 
to) move smoothly over, slip along, a polished 
surface: children sliding on the ice. The drawers 
of this desk ~ in and out easily. let things 
slide, not take care of, organize, do, them. 2 
have, become, gradually, without being fully 
aware: ~ into dishonesty/bad habits. 3 (cause 
to) move quickly, or so as to avoid observa- 
tion: The thief slid behind the curtains. She slid 
a сот into his hand. 
'slide-rule, device of two rulers with lo- 
garithmic scales, one of which slides in a 
groove, used for calculating quickly. 
slid-ing door, one that is pulled across an 
opening (instead of turning on hinges). 
slid-ing scale, scale by which one thing, eg 
wages, goes up or down in relation to changes 
in something else, eg the cost of living. 


sleigh/slip 


frail-looking: a ~ figure. 2 small; not serious 
or important: а ~ errer; a ~ headache; with- 
out the ~est difficulty, with no difficulty at all. 
She takes offence at the ~est thing, 15 very easi- 
ly offended. 

slight-ly adv (a) slenderly: a ~/y built boy. 
(b) to a small degree: The patient 15 ~ly better 
today. iknow her ~ly. 


slight? /slait/ vt treat without proper respect 


or courtesy: She felt ~ed because no one spoke 
to her. a п [С] failure to show respect or cour- 
tesy: suffer -~s. 


slim /slim/ adj (-mer, -mest) 1 slender:-a ,~- 


waisted 'girl. 2 (informal) small; insufficient: ~ 
hopes|chances of success. а vi (-mm-) eat less, 
take exercise, etc in order to reduce one’s 
weight and become thin: ~ming exercises. 
slim-ness я [0] 


slime /slaim/ и [0] 1 soft, thick, sticky mud. 2 


sticky substance from snails, etc: a trail of ~. 
slimy /'slarmi/ adj (-ier, -iest) (a) of, like, 
covered with, slime. (b) (fig) disgustingly dis- 
honest, flattering, etc: That slimy boy gets 
everything he wants. 


sling /slin/ n [C] 1 band of material, length of 


rope, chain, etc looped round an object, eg a 
barrel, a broken arm, to support or lift it. 2 
strip of leather (held in the hand in a loop) 
used to throw stones to a distance. 3 act of 
throwing. о vt,vi (pt,pp slung /slan/) 1 throw 
with force; naughty boys ~ing stones at girls. 
sling sb out, (informal) throw him out (of a 
room, party, etc). 2 support (something) so 
that it can swing, be lifted, etc: ~ a rope over 
the cliff; with his bag slung over his shoulder. 
'sling-back adj (of shoes) with a strap at the 
back, not a heel: ~back shoes. 


slink /slink/ vi (pt,pp slunk /slank/) go or 


move (off, away, in, out, by) in a secret or 
sneaking way. 


slip' /slip/ п [С] 1 act of slipping; false step; 


slight error caused by carelessness or in- 
attention: make а >. a slip of the tongue/ 
pen, error in speaking/writing. give sb the 
slip, escape, get away, from him. 2 = 
pillow-slip. 3 loose sleeveless clothing worn 
under a dress. 4 young, slender person: a 
(mere) ~ of a boy/girl. 5 (usually р) sloping 
way (of stone or timber) down to the water, on 
which ships are built, or pulled up out of the 
water for repairs. 6 (cricket) one of the fiel- 
ders: first/second/leg ~,; (pl) part of the 
ground where these fielders stand. 7 [U] liquid 
clay for coating earthenware or making pat- 
terns on it. 

'slip-cover, detachable cover for a piece of 
furniture. 

islip-knot, (a) knot which slips along the 
cord round which it is made to tighten or 
loosen the loop. (b) knot which can be un- 
done Буа pull. : 


slip/sloth 


pulled on (over a shirt, etc). 
'slip-road, road for joining or leaving a mo- 
torway. 
'slip-stream, stream of air from the propell- 
er or jet engine of an aircraft. 
'slip-up, (informal) > slip?(5). 
'slip-way, = slip(5). 

slip? /slip/ vi,vt (-pp-) 1 fall or almost fall as 
the result of losing one’s balance: He ~ ped on 
the icy road and broke his leg. 2 go or move 
quietly or quickly, esp without attracting at- 
tention: She ~ped away|out|past without being 
seen. The years ~ped (= passed) by. 3 move, 
get away, escape, fall, by being difficult to 
hold, or by not being balanced, fastened: The 
fish ~ ped out of my hand. The blanket ~ ped off 
the bed. let sth slip, (a) allow it to fall from 
one’s hands, escape, or be neglected: Don’t let 
the opportunity ~. (b) accidentally reveal (a 
secret, etc). slip through one’s fingers, 
(fig) fail to keep a hold on. s/ip one‘s mind, 
>> mind'(2). 4 put, pull on or push off, with a 
quick, easy movement: ~ a coat on/off; ~ 
intolout of a dress. 5 allow (small mistakes, 
etc) to enter, esp by carelessness: errors that 
have ~ped into the text. slip up, (informal) 
make a mistake. Hence, 'slip-up п [С]. 6 
move smoothly and effortlessly; go with a 
gliding motion: The ship ~ped through the 
water. 7 get free from; let go: ~ anchor, detach 
a ship from the anchor; ~ a stitch, (in knitting) 
move a stitch from one needle to the other 
without knitting it. 
slipped disc, © disc(2). 

slip-per /'slipo(r)/ п [С] (also а pair of ~s) 
loose-fitting, soft shoe worn in the house. 

slip-pery /'sl:pari/ adj (-ier, iest) 1 (of a sur- 
face) smooth, wet, polished, etc so that it is 
difficult to hold, to stand on, or to move on: ~ 
roads. 2 (fig) (of a subject) needing care: We’re 
on ~ ground when dealing with this subject. 3 
(fig) (of persons) unreliable; not to be trusted: 
Не’5 as~ as an eel. 

slit /slit/ п [С] long, narrow cut, tear or open- 
ing. о vt (pt,pp slit) (-tt-) 1 make a slit in; open 
(by slitting): ~ а man’s throat; ~ an envelope 
open. 2 be cut or torn lengthwise: The shirt has 
~ down the back. 

slither /'slido(r)/ vi slide or slip unsteadily: ~ 
down an ice-covered slope. 

sliver /'slivo(r)/ п [С] 1 small, thin strip of 
wood; splinter. 2 thin piece cut off a large 
piece: a ~ of cheese. 0 vt,vi break off, into, sliv- 
ers. 

slob-ber /'sloba(r)/ vi,vi 1 let saliva run from 
the mouth (as a baby does). 2 make wet with 
saliva: The baby has ~ed its bib. an[U] saliva 
running from the mouth. 

sloe /slou/ п [С] small, bluish-black wild 
plum, fruit of the blackthorn. 

slog /slog/ vi,vt (-gg-) 1 hit hard and wildly, 
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'islip-over, knitted article of clothing to be 


esp in boxing and cricket: ~ (at) the фай. 2 
work, etc long and hard: ~ing away at one’s 
work. а п [Ч] (informal) work: all this hard ~ 
for nothing. 
slog-ger, person who slogs. 

slo-gan /'slsugan/ п [С] striking and easily 
remembered phrase used to advertise some- 
thing, or to make clear the aim(s) of a group, 
campaign, etc: political ~s. 

sloop /slu:p/ п [C] 1 small one-masted 
sailing-ship. 2 (modern use) small warship 
used for anti-submarine escort duty. 

slop /slop/ ур! (-pp-) 1 (of liquids) spill over 
the edge: The tea ~ ped (over) into the saucer. 2 
cause to spill: ~ beer over the counter of a pub. 
3 empty buckets containing urine, etc: The pri- 
soners had to ~ out every morning. 4 make a 
mess with: ~ing paint all over the floor. 5 
splash: Why do some children love ~ ping about 
in puddles? о n 1 (pl) dirty waste water from 
the kitchen or from bedrooms (where there 
are no basins with running water and drains). 
2 (p/) urine, excrement (in buckets, as in a 
prison cell). 3 [U] liquid food, eg milk, soup, 
esp for people who are ill. 4 [U] swill (for pigs). 

slope /sloup/ n 1 [C,U] slanting line; position 
or direction at an angle, less than 90°, to the 
earth’s surface or to another flat surface: the 
~ of aroof; a hill witha ~ of 1 in 5. 2 area of 
rising or falling ground: 'mountain ~s; 'ski~s. 
О vi,vt 1 have a slope: Our garden ~s (down) to 
the river. 2 cause to slope. 3 (informal) slope 
off, go off or away (to avoid somebody, or es- 
cape doing something): children sloping off 
after ameal to escape the washing-up. 

sloppy /'slopi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 wet or dirty 
with rain, etc; full of puddles: The melting 
snow made the roads ~. 2 (informal) not done 
with or’ using care and thoroughness: a ~ 
workman|piece of work. 3 (informal) foolishly 
sentimental; weakly emotional: ~ talk about 
girlfriends and boyfriends. 
slop-pily /-ali/ adv in a careless manner: 5/ор- 
pily (= carelessly) dressed. 
slop-pi-ness п [0] 

slosh /slof/ vt,vi 1 (s/) hit (somebody): ~ him 
on the chin. 2 splash about in water or mud. 3 
throw water or other liquid. 
sloshed adj (informal) drunk. 

slot /slot/ п [С] 1 narrow opening through 
which something is to be put, eg for a coin ша 
machine to buy something, eg tickets, cigar- 
ettes, sweets. 2 slit, groove or channel into 
which something fits or along which it slides. 3 
(informal) right or suitable place for some- 
thing (in a broadcast programme, scheme, 
etc): too many advertising ~s. в vt (-tt-) make 
a slot in: ~ 30000 graduates a year into jobs, 
find jobs for them. 

sloth /slou6/ 1 1 [U] laziness; idleness. 2 [С] $ 
American mammal which lives ш the 
branches of trees and moves very slowly. 
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sloth-ful /-fl/ adj inactive; lazy. fe: 

slouch /slavtS/ vistand, sit or move, ina lazy, 
tired way: boys who ~ about at street corners 
all day. an[C] lazy attitude or way of walking: 
walk ий ал. 

sloven /'slavn/ п [С] person who is untidy, 
dirty. | 

sloven-ly /'slavnli/ adj untidy, dirty, care- 
less: а ^^ appearance 

slow’ /slou/ adj (-er, -est) 1 not quick; taking 
а long time: a~ runner; а ~ journey. 2 at less 
than the usual rate or speed. in slow mo- 
tion, (of film) with the number of exposures 
per second greatly increased (so that when the 
film is shown at normal rate the action ap- 
pears to be slow). 3 not quick to learn: a ~ 
child. 4 not acting immediately; acting only 
after a time; ~ poison. He is ~ to anger|~ to 
make up his mind. 5 (of watches and clocks) 
showing a time behind the correct time (eg 
1.55 when it is 2.00): That clock is five minutes 
~. 6 not sufficiently interesting or lively: We 
thought the party was rather ~. 7 (of a surface) 
of such a nature that what moves over it tends 
to do so at a reduced speed: а ~ running track. 
'slow-coach, person who is slow in action or 
who has out-of-date ideas. 
islow handclap, slow clapping (to show 
disapproval). 
slowly adv ina slow manner. 
slow-ness и [0] 

slow? /slou/ adv (-ег, -est) 1 at a low speed; 
slowly: Tell the driver to go ~er. go slow, 
(а) (of workers in a factory, etc) work slowly 
as a protest, or in order to get attention to de- 
mands, etc. Hence, ,go-'slow n [C]. (b) be 
less active: You ought to go ~ until you feel 
really well again. 2 ,~-'going/-'moving, going/ 
moving slowly. 

slow?® /slou/ ур! (cause to) go, work, etc at a 
slower speed: S~ up/down before you reach the 
crossroads. You should ~ up a bit (= stop 
working so hard) if you want to avoid a break- 
down. 

slow-worm /'slou w3:m/ и [С] small, legless 
European lizard. 

sludge /slad3/ п [U] 1 thick, greasy mud. 2 
thick, dirty oil or grease. 

slug’ /slag/ п [С] slow-moving creature like a 
snail but without a shell. 

slug? /slag/ п [С] bullet of irregular shape. 

slug® /slag/ vt,vi (-gg-) (US informal) 1 
shoot(5). 2 hit hard; punch. 

slug-gish /'slagif/ adj inactive; slow- 
moving: a~ river; feeling ~. 

sluice /slu:s/ п [С] 1 apparatus, device, for re- 
gulating the level of water by controlling the 
flow into or out of (a canal, lake, etc). 2 artifi- 
cial water channel, eg one made by gold- 
miners for rinsing gold from sand and dirt. 3 
flow of water above, through or below a 
floodgate. о vt,vi 1 send a stream of water 


slouch/small 


over; wash with a stream of water: ~ ore, to 
separate it from gravel, etc. 2 sluice out, (of 
water) rush out as from a sluice. 
'sluice-gate/-valve, = 1 above. 
'sluice-way, = 2 above. 

slum /slam/ и [С] street of dirty, crowded 
houses; such a house: live ina ~. о vi (-mm-) 
(informal) live very cheaply: They've been 
~ming off me for years. 

slummy adj of slums: a~my part of the town. 

slum-ber /'slamba(r)/ vi,vt (literary) 1 sleep 
peacefully or comfortably. 2 pass (time) in 
sleep: ~ away а hot afternoon. a п (often pl) 
sleep. 

slump /slamp/ vi1 drop or fall heavily: Tired 
from his walk, he ~ed into a chair. 2 (of prices, 
trade, business activity) fall steeply or sudden- 
ly. оп [С] general drop in prices, etc; business 
depression. 

slung /slan/ pt,pp of sling. 

slunk /slank/ pt,pp of slink. 

slur /sl3:(r)/ vt,vi (-rr-) 1 join (sounds, letters, 
words) so that they are indistinct. 2 deal 
quickly with in an attempt to conceal: He 
~red over the dead man’s faults and spoke 
chiefly of his virtues. в п [С] 1 suggestion of 
having done wrong: cast a ~ on her reputa- 
tion; keep one’s reputation free from (all) ~s. 2 
act of slurring sounds. 

slush /slaf/n[U]1 melting, dirty snow. 2 (fig) 
foolish sentiment. 

'slush fund, one used for bribes. 

slut /slat/ п [С] untidy and careless or immor- 
al woman. 

slut-tish /-1{/ adj 

sly /slai/ adj (-er, -est) deceitful; keeping or 
doing things secretly; seeming to have, sug- 
gesting, secret knowledge: а ~ look. on the 
sly, secretly. 

sly-ly adv 

smack’ /smek/ n [С] 1 (sound of a) blow 
given with the open hand; sound of the lips 
parted suddenly or of a whip: with a ~ of the 
lips, with this sound (suggesting enjoyment of 
food or drink). а vi 1 strike with the open 
hand: /f you say that again, [ll ~ your face. 2 
part the lips with a smacking sound to show 
pleasure (at food or drink, etc). о adv in a sud- 
den and violent way: И hit me ~ in the eye. 
smack-ing, act or occasion of hitting with 
the palm of the hand: That child needs a good 
~ing. 

smack? /'smzk/ п [С] small sailing-boat for 
fishing. 

smack? /'smzk/ vi have a slight flavour or 
suggestion (of): opinions that ~ of heresy. 

small /smo:l/ adj (-er, -est) (opposite of large) 
1 not large in degree, size, etc: a ~ town] 
room|audience|/sum of money. on the 'small 
side, too small. 2 not doing things on a large 
scale: ~ farmers|businessmen|shopkeepers. 3 
unimportant: a ~ mistake. 4 morally mean; 


smart/smirch 


ungenerous: Only а ~ man/a man with a~ 


mind would behave so badly. Hence, ,small- . 


lminded adj. 5 of low social position: great 
and ~, ail classes of people. 6 in a 'small 
way, modestly, unpretentiously: He 
contributed to scientific progress т а ~~ way. 7 
little or no: He failed, and ~ wonder, It is not 
surprising. 0 n 1 (with the) slenderest part: the 
~ of the back. 2 (р!) (informal) small articles of 
clothing (for laundering). 
‘small-arms п p/ weapons light enough to be 
carried in the hand by a soldier. 
small beer, (informal) unimportant (quan- 
tity, matter, etc). 
small change, coins of small value: Can you 
give me ~ change for this note? 
ismall-fry, person(s) of no importance. 
'small-holder, person owning а small- 
holding. 
'small-holding, (in GB) piece of land under 
fifty acres in size. 
the small hours п p/ the не or four hours 
after midnight. 
small letters п p/ not capitals. 
'gmall-pox л [U] serious contagious disease 
which leaves permanent marks on the skin. 
'smail talk, about everyday and unimpor- 
tant social matters. 
‘small-time adj (informal) of minor impor- 
tance; third-rate. 
small-ness л [0] 

smart’ /sma:t/ adj (-er, -est) 1 bright; new- 
looking; clean; well-dressed: a ~ dress/suit|/ 
car. You look very ~. 2 fashionable; part of 
high society: the '~ set. 3 clever; skilful; hav- 
ing a good, quick brain: a ~ student/officer. 4 
quick; brisk: walk ага ^ pace. Look smart! 
Hurry up! 5 severe: a~ rebuke; a~ slap on the 
ear. 
smart-ly adv 
smart-ness п [U] 

smart? /sma:t/ vt feel or cause a sharp pain 
(of body or mind): The smoke made my eyes 
~. She was ~ing with anger. в п [Ч] sharp 
pain, bodily or mental: The ~ of his wound 
kept him awake. 

smarten /'sma:tn/ vt, vi make or become 
smart(1,4): ~ oneself up to see visitors. 

smash /sme$/ vt,vi1 break, be broken, with 
force into small pieces: ~ a window. The 
firemen ~ed in|down the doors. 2 rush, force a 
way, (into, through, etc): The car ~ed into a 
wall. 3 defeat thoroughly: ~ the enemy. 
smasii a record, (in sport, etc) set up a far 
better record. 4 (tennis) hit (a ball) downwards 
over the net with a hard, overhand stroke. 5 
(of a business firm) go bankrupt. o n [C] 1 
breaking to pieces. 2 (tennis) stroke in which 
the ball is brought swiftly down. о аду witha 
smash: go/run ~ into a wall. 
;smash-and-'grab raid, one in which a 
thief breaks a shop-window, eg a jeweller’s, 
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and grabs valuables from behind it. 
ismash-up, collision (of cars, trains. etc). 

smasher /'smzfoa(r)/ 7 [Cj 1 violent blow. 2 
person or thing considered to be very fine: 
That girlsa~! 

smash.-ing /'smzf1n/ adj (dated sl) excellent. 

smat-ter-ing /'smztarin/ и (usually sing 
with a, an) slight knowledge (of a subject): a~ 
of French. 

smear /smia(r)/ vi,vi 1 cover or mark with 
something oily or sticky; spread (something 
oily, etc) on: ~ one’s hands with grease; hands 
~ed with blood. 2 make dirty, greasy marks 
on. 3 (fig) defame (a person, his reputation): a 
~ campaign, effort to discredit a person. 
o n[C] mark made by smearing: а ~ of paint. 

smell" /smel/ п 1 [U] that one of the five 
senses special to the nose: S~ is more acute in 
dogs than in men. 2 [C,U] that which is noticed 
by means of the nose; quality that affects this 
sense: What а nice/horrible/unusual ~! 3 (used 
without an adj) bad or unpleasant quality that 
affects the nose: What a ~! 4 (usually sing 
with a, an) act of breathing in through the 
nose to get the smell(2) of: Have a ~ of this 
egg and tell me whether it’s good. 

smell? /smel/ уг, у? (pt,pp smelt /smelt/) 1 (not 
used in the progressive tenses; often used with 
can, could) be aware of through the sense of 
smell: Can/Do you ~ anything unusual? I can 
~ something burning. smell a rat, > rat(2). 
2 (used in progressive tenses) use one’s sense 
of smell in order to learn something; S~ this 
and tell me what it is. smell sth out, (a) dis- 
cover by means of the sense of smell. (b) (fig) 
discover by intuition. 3 (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses) have the sense of smell: Do/ 
Can fishes ~? 4 give out a smell (of the kind 
specified by an adj or adv); suggest or recall the 
smell (of): The flowers ~ sweet. Your breath 
~s of brandy. (Note: if there is no adj, the sug- 
gestion is usually something unpleasant: His 
breath| He ~s.) 
'smell-ing-salts n р/ sharp-smelling sub- 
stances used as acure for faintness, etc. 
smelly adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) having a 
bad smell: ~ y feet. 

smelt! /smelt/ vt melt (ore); Е (metal) 
from ore by doing this. 

smelt? pp,pt of smell’. 

smile /smail/n[C] pleased, happy, Sinead or 
other expression on the face, with (usually a 
parting of the lips and) loosening of the face 
muscles: There was a pleasantlamused ~ on 
her face. He was all ~s, looked very happy. o 
vi,vt 1 give a smile; show pleasure, amuse- 
ment, sympathy, contempt, etc by this means: 
He never ~s. What are you smiling at? 2 ex- 
press by means of a smile: Father ~d his ap- 
proval. 3 give the kind of smile indicated: ~ 
sweetly. 

smirch /5тз:4[/ vt 1 make dirty. 2 (fig) dis- 
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honour. ол [С] (fig) blot or stain. 

smirk /sms:k/ vi, n [С] (give a) silly, self- 
satisfied smile. 

smite /smait/ vi,vi (pt smote /smaut/, рр 
smitten /'smitn/) (old use) 1 strike; hit hard: 
The sound of an explosion smote our ears. 2 af- 
fect greatly: He was smitten with guilt|smitten 
with that pretty girl. 3 defeat utterly: smitten 
by our enemies. 

smith /smi0/ и [С] worker in iron or other 
metals: a'black~. 
smithy /'smid1/, blacksmith’s workshop. 

smith-er-eens /,smido'ri:nz/ п р/ small 
fragments: broken to/into~. 

smock /smpk/ п [С] loose shirt (with smock- 
ing on it) like an overall. 
smock.:ing, kind of ornamentation оп cloth- 
ing made by gathering the cloth tightly with 
stitched patterns. 

smog /5то9/ п [U] fog with smoke, exhaust 
fumes from motor-vehicles, etc. 

smoke’ /smauk/ п 1 [U] visible vapour with 
particles of carbon, etc coming from a burning 
substance: ~ pouring from factory chimneys; 
iciga'rette ~~. go up in smoke, (a) be burnt 
up. (b) (fig) be without result, leave nothing 
permanent or worth while behind. 2 [С] (infor- 
mal) (act of smoking) a cigarette, etc: stop 
working and havea~. 
'smoke-screen, (a) clouds of smoke made 
to hide military operations. (b) (fig) explana- 
tion, etc designed to mislead people about 
one’s real intentions, etc. 
Iismoke-stack, (a) outlet for smoke and 
steam from a steamship. (b) tall chimney. 
smoke-less adj (a) that burns without 
smoke: ~less fuel. (b) free from smoke: a 
~less zone, where smoke is prohibited. 
smoky adj (-ier, -iest) (a) full of smoke: 
smoky chimneys|fires. (b) like smoke in smell, 
taste or appearance: smoky bacon. 

smoke? /smauk/ vi,vt 1 give out smoke, or 
something thought to be like smoke, eg visible 
vapour or steam: a smoking volcano. 2 (of a 
fire or fireplace) send out smoke into the room 
(instead of up the chimney): This fireplace ~s 
badly. 3 draw in and let out the smoke of burn- 
ing tobacco or other substance: ~ a pipe/ 
cigar. 4 bring (oneself) into a specific state by 
smoking tobacco: He ~d himself sick. 5 dry 
and preserve (meat, fish) with smoke (from 
wood fires). 6 stain, darken, dry, with smoke: 
~d glass, eg through which to look at the sun. 
7 send smoke on to (plants, insects) (to kill 
pests). smoke sth out, force to leave by 
smoking: ~ out snakes from a hole. 
smoker, person who habitually smokes to- 
bacco: а heavy/light ~r, person who smokes 
often/not often. 
smok-:ing п [0] habit, act, of smoking(3). 

smol-der /'smaulda(r)/ & smoulder. 

smooth! /smu:3/ adj (-er, -est) 1 having a 


smirk /snack 


surface like that of giass; free from roughness: 
~ paper|skin; ~ to the touch; a ~ sea, calm, 
free from waves. > rough*(1). 2 (of move- 
ment) free from shaking, bumping, etc: a~ 
ride in a car. 3 (of a liquid mixture) free from 
lumps; well beaten or mixed: mix to a ~ paste. 
4 free from harshness of sound or taste; flow- 
ing easily: а ~ voice; ~ claret/whisky. 5 (of a 
person, his manner) flattering, polite (often 
with a suggestion of insincerity): ~ manners. а 
vt,vi 1 make smooth: ~ away/over obstacles] 
difficulties, get rid of them. 2 become calm: 
The sea has ~ed down. с п [С] act of smooth- 
ing: give one’shairaw~. 

smooth-.ly adv in a smooth manner: Things 
are not going very ~ly, There are problems, 
obstacles, interruptions, etc. 

smooth-ness 7[U] 


smote /smaut/ pt of smite. 
smother /'smado(r)/ vt 1 cause the death of, 


by stopping the breath of or by keeping air 
from. 2 put out (a fire); keep (a fire) down (so 
that it burns slowly) by covering with ashes, 
sand, etc. 3 cover, wrap up: ~ a grave with 
flowers|a child with kisses|one’s wife with kind- 
ness; be ~ed with|in dust by passing cars. 4 
control; hold back: ~ a yawn/one’s anger.an 
(usually sing with a, an) cloud of dust, smoke, 
steam, spray, etc. 


smoul-der (US = smol-) /'smoulda(r)/ vi 


burn slowly without flame. 2 (fig) (of feelings, 
etc) exist but be unseen, undetected, etc: ~ing 
discontent/hatred. an[U] slow burning: The ~ 
became a blaze. 


smudge /smad3/ п [С] dirty mark: You’ ve 


gota~ on your сйееК. в vt,vi1 make a smudge 
on. 2 (of ink, paint, etc) become blurred or 
smeared: Ink ~s easily. 


smug /smag/ adj (-ger, -gest) having, show- 


ing, a character that is easily satisfied and 
without imagination, kindness for others, etc: 
aw smile] young man. 

smugly adv 


smuggle /'smagl/ vt 1 get (goods) secretly 


and illegally (into, out of, a country, through 
the customs, across a frontier): smuggling 
drugs into England. 2 take (a person or thing) 
secretly and in defiance of rules and regula- 
tions: ~ a letter|news into a prison. 
smug-gier = /'smagla(r)/, person 
smuggles. 


who 


smut /smat/ 71 [С] (mark or stain made by a) 


bit of soot, dirt, etc. 2 [U] disease of corn 
(wheat, etc) that causes the ears to turn black. 
3 [U] indecent or obscene words, topics: Don’t 
talk ~.0 vt (-tt-) mark with smuts(1). 
smutty adj (-ier, -iest) (a) dirty with smuts. 
(b) containing smut(3): ~Z2y stories. 


snack /snzk/ п [С] light meal (sandwiches, 


pies, etc). 
'snack-bar/-counter, where snacks may be 
eaten. 


snag/snob 


snag /snzg/ п [С] 1 rough or sharp object, 
root of a tree, hidden rock, which may be a 
source of danger. 2 (informal) hidden, un- 
known or unexpected difficulty or obstacle: 
There’s a~ in this plan somewhere. 

snail /sneil/ п [С] kinds of animal with a soft 
body, no limbs and with a spiral shell. at a 
'snail’s pace, very slowly. 

snake /sneik/ л [С] 1 kinds of long, legless 
reptile, some of which are poisonous. 2 (fig) 
insincere, harmful person who pretends to be 
a friend. о vi move in twists and glides: The 
road ~s through the mountains. 
'snake-charmer, person who can control 
snakes with music. 

snap /snzp/ vt,vi (-pp-) 1 (try to) catch with 
the teeth: The dog ~ped at my leg. 2 (fig) (try 
to) catch quickly: They ~ped at the offer, of- 
fered eagerly to accept it. snap sth up, buy 
eagerly: The cheapest clothes were quickly 
~ped up. 3 break with a sharp crack; open or 
close with, make a sudden, sharp sound: The 
горе ~ped. Не ~ped down the lid of the box. 4 
say (something) quickly, sharply: The sergeant 
~ped out his orders. snap at sb, speak quick- 
ly to him in an angry voice. 5 take a photo- 
graph of. 6 snap out of it, get out of a 
mood, habit, etc. ол] [C] act or sound of 
snapping: The dog made a ~ at the meat. The 
lid shut with a ~. 2 [С] = cold snap. 3 [С] 
kinds of small biscuit: 'ginger-~s. 4 [C] = 
snapshot. 5 (used as an adjective) done quick- 
ly with little or no warning: а ,~ e'lection| 
de' cision. 
‘snap-shot, quickly taken photograph with 
a hand camera. 
snappy adj (informal): Make it ~py! Hurry 
up! 

snare /snea(r)/ н{С] 1 trap for catching small 
animals and birds. 2 (fig) something that 
tempts one to expose oneself to defeat, dis- 
grace, loss, etc: His promises are a ~ anda 
delusion. о vt catch in a snare: ~ a rabbit. 

snarl" /sna:l/ vi,vt 1 (of dogs) show the teeth 
and growl (at). 2 (of persons) speak in an 
angry voice. оп] act, sound, of snarling. 

snarl? /5па1/ и [С] tangle; confused state: the 
‘traffic ~s т a big town. в vt,vi (cause to) be- 
come jammed: The traffic (was) ~ed up. 
Hence, 'snarl-up n [С] 

snatch /snetf/ vt,vi 1 put out the hand sud- 
denly and take: He ~ed the letter from me{ 
~ed the letter out of my hand. He ~ed at (ie 
tried to seize) the letter but was not quick 
enough. 2 get quickly or when a chance occurs: 
~ ап hour’s &еер]теа!; ~ a kiss. о п [С] 1 act 
of snatching: make a ~ at the letter. 2 (as ап 
adjective): а ~~ decision, made quickly. 3 short 
outburst or period: overhear ~es of conversa- 
tion. 
snatcher, person who snatches. 

sneak /sni:k/ vi,vt go quietly and secretly (in, 
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ош, away, back, past, etc). оп [C] (informal) 
cowardly, harmful person. 
sneak-ing adj (a) secret, sly: have а тя 
respect/sympathy for him, respect, etc which 15 
not shown openly. (b) a ~ing suspicion, a 
vague, puzzling one. 

sneak-er /'sni:ka(r)/ м [С] (also a pair of ~s) 
(esp US) canvas shoe soled with rubber, rope, 
etc; tennis shoe. 

sneer /snio(r)/ vi show contempt by using a 
wrinkled nose and an insincere smile (and per- 
haps despising words): ~ at politics. о п [©] 
sneering look, smile, etc. 
sneer-ing-ly adv 

sneeze /sni:z/ п [С] sudden, uncontrollable 
outburst of air through the nose and mouth: 
Coughs and ~s spread diseases. a vi make a 
sneeze: sneezing into a handkerchief. not to 
be sneezed at, (informal) worth having 
even though it is small: A prize of £50 is not to 
bendalt. 

snick /snik/ vi,vi, n [С] (make a) small cut in 
something. 

snicker /'snika(r)/ ур п [С] = snigger. 

snide /snaid/ adj sneering; suggesting un- 
pleasant thoughts: ~ remarks about their 
friendship. 

sniff /snif/ vi,vi 1 draw air in through the nose 
so that there is a sound: ~ing and sneezing. 2 
sniff(1) to show disapproval or contempt. 3 
draw in through the nose as one breathes: ~ 
the sea-air; ~ (at) a rose. The dog was ~ing 
(at) the lamp-post. с n{C] act or sound of sniff- 
ing; breath (of air, etc): One ~ of this stuff is 
enough to kill you. 

эп Не /'snifl/ vi = snuffle. 

snig-ger /'sniga(r)/ и [С] short giggle (esp at 
something improper, or in a cynical manner). 
о vi laugh in this way. 

snip /snip/ vt,vi (-pp-) cut with scissors or 
shears, esp in short, quick strokes: ~ off the 
ends of the string. о п [С] 1 cut made by snip- 
ping; thing cut off (something large). 2 (infor- 
mai) bargain: Only 50p! Ir sa~! 

snipe’ /snarp/ n [С] (p/ unchanged) bird with 
a long bill which lives in marshes. 

snipe’ /snarp/ vi,vt fire shots (at) from a 
hiding-place, usually at long range; kill or hit 
in this way. 
sniper, person who snipes. 

snip-pet /'snipit/ и [С] 1 small piece cut off: a 
~ of cloth to use as a sample. 2 (pl) bits (of 
information, news, etc): catch only ~s of the 
conversation. 

snitch /snitf/ vi,vi 1 (sf) steal (something of 
little or no value). 2 inform (on a person). 

snivel /‘snrvl/ vi (GB -Н-; US -\-) cry from in- 
sincere grief, sorrow or fear; complain, cry, in 
a miserable way: a harassed woman with six 
~ling children. 

snob /snob/ и [С] person who pays too much 
respect to social position or wealth, or who 
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dislikes persons who are of lower. social posi- 
tion: '~ appeal, power to attract the interest of 
snobs. 
snob-bery /'snobori/, state, quality, of hind 
snobbish. 
snob-bish /-1/ adj of or like a snob. 
snob-bish-ly adv 

snooker /'snu:ka(r)/ п [U] game played with 
15 red balls and 6 balls of other colours on a 
billiard-table. 

snoop /snu:p/ vi snoop into, enquire into 
matters one is not properly concerned with. 
snoop around, look for faults, breaking of 
laws, ес (to gain an advantage). 

snooty /'snu:ti/ adj (-ier, -test) (informal) 
snobbish. 
snoot-ily /-эН/ adv 

snooze /snu:z/ vi, п [С] (informal) (take a) 
short sleep (esp in the daytime): have а ~ after 
lunch. 

snore /sno:(r)/ vi breathe roughly and noisily 
while sleeping. с и sound of snoring: His ~s 
woke me up. 
snorer, person who snores. 

snor-kel, schnor-kel /'sno:kl, 'fn-/ и [C}1 
tube that enables a submarine to take tn air 
while submerged. 2 short, bent tube held in 
the mouth, for a swimmer to take in air while 
under water. 

snort /sno:t/ vi,vt 1 force air violently out 
through the nose; do this to show impatience, 
contempt, etc: ~ with rage (at her/the idea). 2 
express by snorting: ~ out a reply. ‘Never!’ , he 
~ed. о п [С] 1 act or sound of snorting: give a 
~ of contempt. 2 snorkel (of a submarine). 

snot /snpt/ п [] (vulgar) mucus of the nose. 
snotty adj (vulgar) (a) running with, wet 
with, mucus. (b) annoyed. 
'snotty-nosed, adj superior; snobbish: You 
~-nosed little creep. 

snout’ /snaut/ п [С] 1 nose (and sometimes 
the mouth or jaws) of an animal (esp a pig). 2 
front of something, thought to be like a snout. 

snout? /snaut/ n (prison sf) [М] tobacco; [С] 
cigarette. 

snow’ /snau/ п 1 [9] frozen vapour falling 
from the sky in soft, white flakes; mass of such 
flakes on the ground, etc: a heavy fall of ~. 
'snow-ball п [©] (a) mass of snow pressed 
into a hard ball for throwimg in play. (b) 
something that increases quickly in size as it 
moves forward. по vt,vi (a) throw snowballs 
(at). (b) grow quickly in size, importance, ete: 
Opposition to the war ~balled. 
'snow-blind adj (temporarily) unable to see 
because the eyes are tired by the glare of the 
sun on snow. 
‘snow-bound adj unable to travel because of 
heavy falls of snow. 
'snow-drift, snow heaped up by the wind. 

'snow-drop, bulb plant with smal! white 
flowers at the end of winter. 


snooker /so 


'snow-fall, (esp) amount of snow that falls 
оп one occasion or in a period of time. 
'snow-flake, one of the collections of small 
crystals in which snow falls. 
'snow-man, figure of a man made of snow 
by children. 
'snow-plough (US -plow), device for 
pushing snow from roads and railways. 
'snow-shoes п р! frames with leather straps 
for walking on deep snow without sinking tn. 
'isnow:storm, heavy fall of snow, esp with 
strong wind. 
ssnow-'white adj as white as snow. 

snow? /snou/ vi,vt 1 (of snow) come down 
from the sky: Л ~ed ali day. be snowed т/ 
ap, be prevented by heavy snow from going 
out. 2 come in large numbers or quantities: 
Gifts and messages ~ed in on her birthday. She 
was ~ed under with work/with invitations to 
dinner parties. 
snowy adj (-ier, -iest) (a} covered with 
snow: ~y roofs. (b) characterized by snow: 
~y weather. 

snub /snab} vt (-bb-) ignore, treat with con- 
tempt (esp a younger or less senior person); 
reject (an offer) т this way: be/get ~bed by a 
civil servant. в п [С] snubbing words or behav- 
tour: suffera~. 

snub nose /'snab nouz/ п [С] short, turned 
up nose. 
'snub-nosed adj 

snuff’ /snaf/ п [0] powdered tobacco to be 
taken up into the nose by sniffing: take a pinch 
of~. 
‘snuff-box, box for snuff. 

snuff? /snaf/ vt,vi cut or pinch off the burnt 
black end of the wick of (a candle). 

snuffle /'snafl/ vi make sniffing sounds; 
breathe noisily (as when the nose is partly 
stopped up with catarrh). on Ich. act or sound 
of snuffing. 

snug /snag} adj (-gg-} 1 sheltered from wind 
and cold; warm and comfortable: ~ in bed. 2 
neat and tidy; rightly or conveniently placed 
or arranged: a ~ cabin, on a ship. 3 closely 
fitting: а ~ jacket. 
snug-ly adv 

snuggle /'snagl/ vi,vt Не or get (close to a 
person) for warmth, comfort or affection: The 
child ~d up to its mother. She ~d down in bed, 
made herself comfortable. 

$0' /5э0 adv of degree to such an extent: И is 
not ~ big as I thought it would be. We didn t ex- 
pect him to stay ~ long, as long as he did stay. 
He is not ~ stupid as to do that. He was ~ Ш 
that we had to send for a doctor. There were ~ 
many that we didn’ t know where to put them all. 
[m'~ glad to see you! so far; so far, so 
good, => #1? (2). so long as, © long?(1). 
& also much’. 

$02? /520/ adv of manner 1 in this (that) мау; 
thus: Stand just ~. S~ it was {= That is how) 


so/society 


I became a sailor. As you treat me, ~ I shall 
treat you. and 'so on/forth, and other 
things of the same kind. 2 so that, (a) in 
order that: Speak clearly, ~ that they can un- 
derstand you. (b) with the result that: Nothing 
more was heard of him, ~ that people thought 
he was dead. so... that, (a) with the intent 
that: We have ~ arranged matters that one of 
us is always on duty. (b) with the result that; in 
a way that: /1 ~ happened that I couldn ’t attend 
the meeting. so as to, in order to; in such a 
way that: Г/ have everything ready ~ as not to 
keep you waiting. 3 (used as a substitute for a 
word, phrase or situation): / told you ~! That 
is what I told you! 4 (used to express 
agreement): A: ‘/t was cold yesterday. В: ‘Sw 
it was.’ 5 also: You are young and ~ am I, ie I 
also am young. 

‘so-called, having this description but рег- 
haps wrongly or doubtfully: Your ~-called 
friends wont help you in your troubles. 

150-50 adj (informal) not very good: ‘How are 
you feeling” ‘Only ~-~. 

so-and-so /'sou п sau/, person not needing 
to be named (because known to be critical, 
etc): Don’t worry about what old ~-and-~ 
says. 

303 /sou/ conj 1 therefore; that is why: The 
shops were closed ~ I couldn’ t get any. She ask- 
ed me to go, ~ I went. 2 (used in exclamations) 
S~ there you are! 

soak /souk/ vt,vi1 become completely wet by 
being in liquid or by absorbing liquid: The 
clothes are ~ing in soapy water. 2 cause some- 
thing to absorb as much liquid as possible: S~ 
the cloth in the dye for one hour. 3 absorb; take 
in (liquid): Blotting-paper ~s up ink. 4 soak 
oneself in sth, (fig) absorb: ~ oneself in the 
atmosphere of a place. 5 (of rain, etc) make 
very wet: We all got ~ed (through). be 
soaked to the skin, get completely wet. 6 
enter and pass through: The rain had ~ed 
through the roof. a п [С] act of soaking: Give 
the sheets a good ~. in soak, being soaked: 
The sheets arein~. 

soap /5э0р/ п [0] substance made of fat or oil, 
etc, used for washing and cleaning: a bar/cake 
of ~; use plenty of ~ and water. в vt 1 apply 
soap: ~ oneself down. 2 (informal) use flattery 
to try to please. > soft soap. 

'soap-box, packing-case used by а speake 
to stand on (ina street, park, etc). 
'soap-bubble, filmy ball of soapy water, ful 
of air. 
'soap-fiakes/-powder, 
clothes. 

‘soap opera, TV or radio serial on domestic 
and romantic themes. 

'soap-suds n р/ bubbly lather of soap and 
water. 

soapy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) of or like soap: This 
bread has a~y taste. (b) (fig) over-anxious to 


used to wash 
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please: He hasa~y voice. 

soar /so:(r)/ vi 1 (of birds, aircraft) fly or go up 
high in the air. 2 (fig) rise high up: Prices ~ed 
when war broke out. 

sob /svb/ vi,vt (-bb-) 1 draw in the breath 
sharply and irregularly from sorrow or pain, 
esp while crying: She ~bed her heart out, cried 
a great deal. 2 tell while sobbing: She ~bed out 
the story of her son’s death in the car crash.on 
[С] act or sound of sobbing: The childs ~s 
gradually died down. 

so-ber /'souboa(r)/ adj 1 self-controlled; seri- 
ous in thought, etc; calm: make а ^^ estimate of 
what is possible; ~ colours, not bright. 2 
avoiding drunkenness; not drunk: Does he 
ever go to bed ~?  vt,vi 1 make or become 
sober(1): The bad news ~ed all of us. 2 make 
or become sober(2): Leave him to ~ up. 
so-ber-ly adv ina controlled, serious way. 

so-bri-ety /so'braiat:/ и [U] (formal) quality 
or condition of being sober(1). 

soc-cer /'spko(r)/ n[U] association football. 

so-ciable /'saufabl/ adj friendly; liking com- 
pany. 
so-ciably /-abli/ adv 
so-cia-bil-ity /,soufa'biloti/ и [Ч] 

so-Cial /'soufl/ adj 1 living in groups, not sep- 
arately: ~ ants. Manisa~ animal. 2 of people 
living in communities; of relations between 
persons and communities: ~ customs| 
reforms|welfare. 3 of or in society: one’s ~ 
equals, persons of the same class as oneself in 
society. 4 for companionship: a'~ club. 5 = 
sociable. оп [С] social gathering, eg one ог- 
ganized by aclub. 
Social 'Democrat, (politics) person who 
wishes society to change gradually to a sys- 
tem of democratic socialism. 
social se'curity, government provisions 
for helping people who are unemployed, iil, 
disabled, etc: The family is on ~ security, 
receiving such help. 
social 'science, eg psychology, politics. 
‘social worker, trained person who works 
to improve the social welfare of individuals. 
so-cially /-foli/ adv 

so-cial-ism /'saufalizam/ п [U] first phase 
of communism; social and economic system 
which is replacing capitalism, based on the 
public ownership of the means of production 
and the abolishing of the exploitation of 
man by man. 
so-cial-ist /-1st/ и [С] supporter of, believer 
in, socialism. о adj of socialism. 
so-cial-ize (also -ise) /-а12/ vt make socialist. 

so-Cial-ite /'soufalait/ п [С] person well- 
known in fashionable society. 

so-ciety /so'saiati/ п (pl -ies) 1 [U] social way 
of living; system whereby people live together 
in organized communities: a danger to ~, per- 
son, idea, etc that endangers the bodily or 
moral welfare of the members of a commun- 
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ity. 2 [С] social community: modern industrial 
societies. 3 [U] company; companionship: 
spend an evening in the ~ of one’s friends. 4 [Ч] 
people of fashion or distinction in a place, dis- 
trict, country, etc; the upper classes: /eaders of 
~.& high society. 5 [С] organization of per- 
sons formed with a purpose; club; association: 
the school de'bating ~; а co-'operative ~; the 
S~ of Friends. 

so-cio-logi-cal |,sousia'lnod3ikl/ adj of so- 
ciology. 
so-cio-logi-caily /-kli/ adv. 

so-ci-ol-ogist /,sousi'plad3ist/ и [С] student 
of, expert in, sociology. 

so-ci-ol-ogy /,sousi'pled31/ и [U] science of 
the nature and growth of society and social 
behaviour. 

sock’ /spk/ и [С] (also a pair of ~s) 1 woollen, 
cotton, etc covering for the foot and ankle. 
pull one’s socks up, improve, make а 
greater effort: You won't pass the exam if you 
don t pull your ~s up! 2 loose sole used inside a 
shoe. 

sock? /spk/ п [С] (s/) blow given with the fist: 
Give hima ~ on the jaw! о vt (51) give (a person) 
such a blow: S~ him on the jaw! в adv (sl) 
exactly: И hit her ~ in the eye. 

socket /'spkit/ и [С] natural or artificial hol- 
low into which something fits or in which 
something turns: the 'eye-~s; а ~ for an elec- 
tric light bulb. 

sod /spd/ п [U] upper layer of grassland in- 
cluding the grass with its roots and earth; [C] 
square or oblong piece of this. 

soda /'52045/ п [U] common chemica! sub- 
stance used to make soap, glass, etc: 'baking- 
~, kind used in cooking. 
'soda-water, water containing carbon di- 
oxide gas to make it bubble. 

sod-den /'spdn/ adj 1 soaked through: 
clothes ~ with rain. 2 (of bread, etc) moist or 
sticky because undercooked. 

so-dium /'saudiom/ и [U] silver-white metal 
(symbol Na) occurring naturally only in com- 
pounds: ~ chloride, (NaCl) common salt. 

sod-omy /'spdom:/ и [U] anal sexual inter- 
course, esp between males. 

sofa /'saufo/ п [С] long seat with raised ends 
and back, on which several persons can sit or 
one person can lie. 

soft /spft US: so:ft/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (opposite 
of hard) changing shape easily when pressed: 
~ soil/ground/mud. a soft landing. (eg ofa 
spacecraft on the moon) one that avoids da- 
mage or destruction. 2 (of surfaces) smooth 
and delicate: ~ fur; ~ furnishings, curtains, 
etc. 3 (of light, colours) restful to the eyes: 
lampshades that give a ~ light. 4 (of sounds) 
not loud: ~ music; т а ~ voice. 5 (of outlines) 
indistinct. 6 (of answers, words, etc) mild; 
gentle; intended to please: a ~ answer; have a 
~ tongue. 7 (of the air, weather) mild: а ~ 
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breeze/wind. 8 (of water) free from mineral 
salts and therefore good for washing: as ~ as 
rainwater. 9 (of certain sounds): С is ~ in ‘city’ 
and hardin ‘cat’. Gis~ in‘gin and hard in ‘get’ 
10 easy: have a ~ job, an easy, well-paid job. 
11 not having strength and determination: 
Are the young people today getting ~? 12 
sympathetic; considerate: have a ~ heart. 13 
(informal) easily affected, fooled: He’s not as 
~ as he looks. Jack is ~ (= sentimentally 
silly) about Anne. 
isoft-'boiled adj (of eggs) boiled so that the 
yolk is liquid. 
soft 'currency, one that is not convertible 
to gold, or into hard currencies. 
‘soft drink, non-alcoholic fruit juice. 
\soft-'headed adj idiotic; foolish. 
soft-'hearted adj sympathetic; kind. 
soft ‘option, alternative which is thought to 
need little effort. 
soft 'palate, back part of the roof of the 
mouth. 
soft-'pedal vi,vt (fig) make (a statement, 
etc) less definite or confident. 
‘soft soap, (a) liquid soap. (b) (fig) flattery. 
О soft-'soap у: flatter. 
sOft-'spoken adj having a gentle voice; say- 
ing pleasant, friendly things. 
'soft-ware, data, programmes, etc not form- 
ing parts of a computer but used for its opera- 
tion. > hardware. 
soft-ly adv 
soft-ness n[U] 

sof-ten /'spfn US: 'so:fn/ vt,vi 1 make or be- 
come soft: curtains that ~ the light; people who 
are ~ed by luxurious living. 2 make (some- 
thing) easier to bear: Her gentle manner ~ed 
the effect of the news. soften the blow, 
make suffering easier to bear. 
soft-ener n [C] something used to soften 
water. 

soggy /'5091/ adj (-ier, -iest) (esp of ground) 
heavy with water. 
sog-gi-nessn[U] 

soil /soul/ п [C,U] ground; earth, esp the upper 
layer of earth in which plants, trees, etc grow: 
good|poor|sandy ~; a man of the ~, one who 
works on the land (and likes to do so). в vt,wi1 
make dirty: He refused to ~ his hands, refused 
to do dirty work. 2 become soiled: material 
that ~s easily. 

so:journ /'spd3n US: sou'dzern/ vi, и [С] 
(literary) (make a) stay (with a person, at or in) 
for a time. 

sol-ace /'splis/ и [СО] (formal) (that which 
gives) comfort or relief (when one is in trouble 
or pain): The invalid found ~ in music. о vt give 
relief to: The unhappy man ~d himself with 
whisky. 

so-lar /'saula(r)/ adj of the sun. 
solar cell, device (as used in satellites) which 
converts solar energy into electric energy. 
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solar energy, energy of sunlight as used to 
make electricity. 
solar panel, device (in a roof, etc) which at- 
tracts solar energy (as a method of heating, 
lighting). 
solar 'plexus /'picksas/, group of nerves at 
the pit of the stomach. 
the 'solar system, the sun and the planets 
which revolve round it. 
the solar year, time taken by the earth to go 
round the sun, about 365 days, 5 hours, 48 
minutes and 46 seconds. 

sold /sould/ pt,pp of sell. 

sol-der /'spida(r) US: ‘soudar/ п [U] easily 
melted alloy used, when melted, to join harder 
metals, wires, etc. о vf join with solder. 
'solder-ing-iron, tool used for this work. 

sol-dier /'souldza(r)/ п [С] member of ап 
army: three ~s, two sailors and one civilian. о 
vi serve as a Soldier: be tired of ~ing. soldier 
'on, continue bravely with one’s work, etc in 
the face of difficulties. 

sole’ /soul/ п [К] flat sea-fish with a delicate 
flavour. 

sole? /soul/ п [С] under surface of a human 
foot, or of a sock, shoe, etc. п vt put a sole on 
(a shoe, etc): send a pair of shoes to be ~d and 
heeled. 
-soled suffix (with the kind mentioned): 
yrubber-~d'boots. 

sole? /soul/ adj 1 one and only; single: the ~ 
cause of the accident. 2 restricted to one per- 
son, company, etc: We have the ~ right of sel- 
ling the article. 
sole-ly adv alone; only: ~/y responsible; ~ly 
because of you. 

sol-emn /'splom/ adj 1 done with religious or 
other ceremony; causing deep thought or re- 
spect: a ~ silence as the coffin was carried out 
of the church; a~ oath, serious and important. 
2 serious-looking: ~ faces; look as ~ asa 
judge. 
sol-emn-.ly аду 

sci-em-nity /so'lemnati/ л (pi -ies) (formal) 
1 [U] seriousness; gravity. 2 [U] (but also pi) 
solemn ceremony: The Queen was crowned 
with all ~|with all the proper solemnities. 

sol-em-nize (also -ise) /splomnarz/ vt per- 
form (a religious ceremony, esp a wedding) 
with the usual rites. 

sol-icit /so'lisit/ vt,vi 1 ask (for) seriously; 
make determined requests (for): Both the can- 
didates ~ed my vote. 2 (of a prostitute) make 
an immoral sexual offer (to), esp in a public 
piace. 

sol-ici-tor /sa‘hsrta(r)/ п [C] 1 (СВ) lawyer 
who prepares legal documents, eg wills, sale of 
land or buildings, advises clients on legal mat- 
ters, and speaks on their behalf in lower 
courts. > barrister. 2 (US) person who solicits 
trade, support, etc. 
So,licitor-'General, one of the principal 
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law officers in the British Government, advis- 
ing on legal matters. 

sol-ici-tous /sa'lisitas/ adj (formal) anxious, 
concerned about (a person’s welfare, etc) or to 
help somebody: ~ to please; ~ for her com- 
fort. 
sol-ici-tous-ly adv 

sol-ici-tude /so'lisitju:d US: -tu:d/ п [U] 
(formal) concern or anxiety: my deep ~ for 
your welfare. 

solid /'splid/ adj 1 not in the form Of a liquid 
or gas: When water freezes and becomes ~, we 
сай it ice. 2 firm; heavy: a man with good ~ 
flesh on him. 3 without holes or spaces; not 
hollow: a ~ sphere. 4 of strong material or 
construction; able to support weight or resist 
pressure: ~ buildings/furniture. > rock'(2).5 
that can be depended on: ~ arguments; a ~ 
(= financially sound) business firm; a man of 
~ character. 6 of the same substance through- 
out: made of ~ gold. 7 unanimous; undivided: 
There was а ~ vote in favour of the proposal. 8 
continuous; without a break: wait for a ~ 
hour; sleep ten ~ hours/ten hours ~. 9 (maths) 
having length, breadth and thickness: a ~ fi- 
gure, eg a cube. оп [С] 1 body or substance 
which is solid, not a liquid or a gas. 2 (maths) 
figure of three dimensions. 
solid-ly adv 
sol-id-ity /sa'lidati/, solid-ness п [О] qual- 
ity of being solid: the ~ity of a building| 
argument. | 

soli-dar-ity /,soli'dzrati/ п [0] unity because 
of common interests or feelings: national ~ in 
the face of danger. 

sol-id-ify /sa'lidifat/ vt,vi(pt,pp -ied) make ог 
become solid, hard or firm. 

sol-il-oquy /so'litakw1/  [C,U] (pl -ies) 1 (in- 
stance of) speaking one’s thoughts aloud. 2 (in 
drama) speech in which a character speaks his 
thoughts without a listener. 
sol-il-oquize (also -ise) /so'lilakwaiz/ vi talk 
to oneself; think aloud. 

soli-taire /,sol'tea(r) US: 'splitea(r)/ n [С] 1 
(ornament such as an earring with a) single 
gem or jewel. 2(US) = patience(3). 

soli-tary /'solitri US: -ter1/ adj 1 (living) 
alone; without companions; lonely: а ~ life; a 
~ walk, 2 only one: not a ~ one/instance. 3 
seldom visited: a~ valley. 
solitary con'finement, prison punish- 
ment by which a person is kept in a separate 
сей. 
soli-tar-ily /‘solitrali US: ,spli'terali/ adv 

soli-tude /'solitju:d US: -tu:d/ 21 [U] being 
without companions; solitary state: live in ~. 
2 [C} lonely place: spend six months in the ~s 
of the Antarctic. | 

solo /‘sauleu/ и [С] (pl ~s) 1 piece of music (to 
be) performed by one person: a violin|piano ~. 
2 any performance by one person: (as an ad- 
verb) fly ~; (as an adjective) his first ~ flight. 3 
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_ [U] kind of whist in which one player opposes 
others. 
'solo-ist /-1st/, person who gives a solo(1). 

sol-stice /'splstis/ п [С] either time (summer 
~, about 21 June; winter ~, about 22 Decem- 
ber) at which the sun is farthest N or S of the 
equator. 

sol-uble /'spljubl/ adj 1 that can be dis- 
solved. 2 = solvable. 
solu-bil-ity /,solju'bilati/ п [U] 

sol-ution /so'lu:[n/ 1 [С] answer (10 а ques- 
tion, etc); way of dealing with a difficulty: Per- 
haps economy is the ~ tofof your financial 
troubles. 2 [U] process of finding an answer ог 
explanation: problems that defy ~, cannot be 
solved. 3 [U] process of dissolving a solid or a 
gas in liquid: the ~ of sugar in tea. 4 [C,U] 
liquid that results from this process: а ~ of salt 
in water; asalt~. 

solv-able /'solvobl/ adj that can be solved ог 
explained. 

solve /splv/ vt find the answer to (a problem, 
etc); explain (a difficulty): ~ a crossword puzz- 
le. 

sol-vent /'spolvont/ adj 1 of the power of dis- 
solving or forming a solution: the ~ action of 
water. 2 having money enough to meet one’s 
debts. ол [С] substance (usually a liquid) able 
to dissolve another substance: grease ~, eg 
petrol. 
sol-vency /-nsi/[U] being solvent(2). 

sombre (US = som-ber) /'somba(r)/ adj 
dark-coloured; gloomy: a ~ January day; ~ 
clothes/colours. 
sombre-ly (US = som-ber-ly) adv 

som-brero /spm'breerau/ п [C] (pi ~s) hat 
with a wide brim (as worn in Latin American 
countries). 

some’ /sam weak form som/ adj 1 (used to 
show an amount or quantity, a certain degree 
or number (more than two): Please give me ~ 
milk. There are ~ children outside. S~ (= 
Some people) say that... (Note: some is used in 
affirmative sentences; usually replaced by any 
in questions and negative sentences; Have you 
any milk? We haven't any milk; used in sen- 
tences where doubt or negation is imphed. 
Some and any are pi equivalents of the numer- 
al article a, an, of numeral one, and the indef- 
inite pron ‘one’.) 2 (used in questions if the 
speaker expects, or wishes to suggest, an affir- 
mative answer): Aren't there ~ stamps in that 
drawer? 3 (used in questions which are really 
invitations or requests): Will you have ~ cake? 
4 (used after if, introducing something sup- 
posed): If we had ~/any money, we could buy 
it. If we find ~]any, we'll share them with you. 
(Note: some or any can be used.) 5 (used with 
more). Give те ~ more. Won't you have ~ 
more? (Note: compare Do you want any more? 
1 haven't any more.) 6 (always /sam/) (соп- 
trasted with the rest, other(s), and all): S~ 
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children learn languages easily. S~ work is 
pleasant. 7 (always /sam/) (used to show that 
the person, place, object, etc is unknown, or 
when the speaker does not wish to be specific): 
He’s living at ~ place in East Africa. Руе read 
that story before in ~ book or other. 8 about; 
approximately: That was ~ twenty years ago. 
9 (always /sam/) considerable quantity or 
number of: / shall be away for ~ time, a fairly 
long time. The railway station is ~ distance (= 
quite a long way) from the village. 10 (always 
/sam/) (used suggest ‘to a certain extent’): 
That is ~ help (ie It helps to a certain extent) 
towards understanding the problem. 

some? /5лт/ pron (Some as a pron is used in 
the same ways as some, adj, 1,2,3 and 4. S~ 
of and any of are equivalent to a few of, a little 
of, part of): S~ of these books are quite useful. 
(Compare: / don’t want any of these (books). I 
don’t want any of this (paper).) I agree with ~ 
(= part) of what you say. Scotland has ~ of the 
finest scenery in the world. 0 adv > some(8) 
above. 

-some /|-som/ suffix (used to form an adjec- 
tive) likely to, productive of: quarrelsome. 

some-body /'sambodi/, some-one 
/‘samwan/ pron 1 a person (unknown or un- 
named): There’s ~ at the door. (Note: replaced 
by anybody or anyone in questions, negative 
sentences: /5 there anyone at home? There isn’t 
anybody at home.) 2 (often with a; also in the 
pl) a person of some importance: /f you had 
studied harder at college you might have be- 
come ~. He’s nobody here but he’s a ~ in his 
own village. 

some-how /'samhau/ adv 1 in some way (or 
other); by one means or another: We must find 
money for the rent ~ (or other). We shall get 
there ~. 2 for some (vague) reason (or other): 
S~ I don t trust that man. 

some-one /'samwan/n = somebody. 

some-place /'sampleis/ adv (US informal) 
= somewhere: I’ve left my bag~. 

som-er-sault /'samoaso:lt/ и [С] leap or fall 
in which one turns over completely before 
landing on one’s feet: turn/throw a~.0 vi turn 
a somersault. 

some-thing /5лтб@щ/ pron 1 а thing, ob- 
ject, event, etc (unknown, unnamed, etc): 
There’s ~ on the floor. I want ~ to eat. There’s 
~ (= some truth, some point) in what he says. 
(Note: replaced by anything in questions, neg- 
ative sentences: /s there anything in that box? 
There isn’t anything to eat.) 2 or something, 
{used to show absence of precise information): 
I hear he has broken an arm or ~, met with an 
accident and has broken а limb, etc. с adv 
something like, (a) a little like: The noise 
sounded ~ like an explosion. (b) approximate- 
ty: It cost~ like £10. 

some-time /'samtaim/ adv 1 at a point in 
tume: / saw him ~ in May. It was ~ last sum- 
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mer. I will speak to him about it ~. (Note: do 
not confuse with some time as in: I have been 
waiting some time. > зоте'(9).) 2 former- 
(ly): Thomas Atkins, ~ professor at this Uni- 
versity. 

some-times /'samtaimz/ adv occasionally; 
from time to time: / ~ have letters from him. I 
have ~ had letters from him. ‘До you ever go to 
discos? ‘S~. 

some-way /'samwei/ adv (US informal) = 
somehow. 

some-what /'samwot US: -hwot/ adv to 
some extent; in some degree: Г was ~ 
surprised] disappointed. 

some-where /'samwea(r) US: -hwear/ adv 
in, at, to, a place (unknown, unnamed, etc): /t 
must be ~ near here. He lost it ~ between his 
office and the station. (Note: replaced by any- 
where in questions, negative sentences: [5 it 
anywhere near here? I didn’t go anywhere yes- 
terday.) 

son /san/ п [С] 1 male child of a parent. 2 
(used as a form of address, eg by a priest): my 
~. 3 person having the qualities, etc shown: 
~s of freedom, those who have inherited free- 
dom from their ancestors. 
the Son of God/Man, Jesus Christ. 
son-in-law л [С] (p/ ~s-in-law) husband of 
one’s daughter. 

so-nata /so'na:ta/ n [С] (p/ ~s) musical com- 
position for one instrument (eg the piano), or 
two (eg piano and violin), normally with three 
or four movements. 

song /spn US: so:n/ и 1 [U] singing; music for 
the voice: burst into ~; the ~ (= musical 
sound) of the birds. 2 [Ч] (poetic) poetry; 
verse. 3 [C] poem set to music and intended to 
be sung: pop ~s. 
'song-bird, bird (eg blackbird, thrush) noted 
for its musical sound. 
'song-book, collection of songs (with both 
words and music). 
song-ster /-sta(r)/, (a) singer. (b) songbird. 

sonic /'spnik/ adj relating to sound, sound- 
waves or the speed of sound: a ~ bang/boom, 
noise made when an aircraft travels faster 
than the speed of sound supersonic, 
ultrasonic. 

son-net /'spnit/ п [С] kind of poem contain- 
ing 14 lines, each of 10 syllables, and with a 
formal pattern of rhymes. 

sonny /'sani/ п [С] (p/ -ies) familiar form of 
address to a young boy. 

son-or-ous /'spnoras/ adj (formal) 1 having 
a full, deep sound: the ~ note of a large bell. 2 
(of language, words, etc) making a deep im- 
pression: a~ style. 
son-cr-ous-ly adv 

soon /su:n/ adv (-er, -est) 1 not long after the 
present time or the time in question; in a short 
time: We shall ~ be home. We shall be home 
quite ~ now. He’ll be here very ~. It will ~ be 
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five years since we came to live in London. 
soon after, a short time after: He arrived ~ 
after three. (Note: the opposite of soon after is 
a little before.) 2 early: How ~ can you be 
ready? Must you leave so ~? 3 as/so soon 
as, at the moment that; when; not later than: 
He started as ~ as he received the news. We 
didn’t arrive solas ~ as we had hoped. no 
sooner... than, immediately when or after: 
He had no ~er|No ~er had he arrived home 
than he was asked to go out again. No ~er said 
than done, ie done immediately. 4 (used to 
show comparatives): The ~er you begin the 
~er you'll finish. The ~er the better.as soon 
as not, more willingly: Га go there as ~ as 
not. sooner or fater, now or (much) later: 
Yow ll get it back ~er or later. sooner than, 
in preference to: He would ~er resign than be 
involved in bribery. 

soot /sut/ п [Ц] black powder in smoke, or left 
by smoke on surfaces. а vt cover with soot. 
sooty adj (-ier, -iest) black with, like, soot. 

sooth-sayer /‘и:9етэ(г)/ п [С] (old use) 
fortune-teller. 

soothe /su:d/ vt 1 make (a person, his nerves, 
passions) quiet or calm: ~ a crying baby; а 
soothing voice.'2 make (pains, aches) less 
sharp or severe: a soothing lotion for the skin, 
eg against sunburn. 

sooth-ing:ly adv 

sop /spp/ п [С] 1 piece of bread, etc soaked in 
milk, soup, etc. 2 something offered to 
prevent trouble or to give terhporary satisfac- 
tion: ask a tenant to leave and offer money as a 
~.O vt (-pp-) 1 soak (bread, etc in soup, etc). 
2 absorb (liquid): ~ up the water with this 
towel. 

sop-ping adj, adv thoroughly (wet): ~ping 
wel. 

soph.is-ti-cated /so'fistikeitid/ adj 1 hav- 
ing lost natural simplicity through experience 
of the world; cultured: а ~ girl; with ~ tastes. 
2 with the latest improvements and refine- 
ments: ~ modern weapons. 3 (of mental activ- 
ity) cultured, elaborate: а ~ discussion/ 
argument. 

soph.is-ti-ca-tion /sa,fistr'!ke1{n/ и [U] 

sop-or-ific /,sopo'rifik/ п [С], adj (substance, 
drink, etc) producing sleep. 

sop-ping /'sppin/ adj > sop. 

soppy /5ор!/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 very wet. 2 
(dated informal) foolishly sentimental: Гт ~ 
on/about his sister. 

so-prano /so'pra:nsu US: -'pren-/ п [С] (pl 
~s), adj (person having the) highest singing 
voice of women and girls and boys. 

sor-cerer /'so:sara(r)/ я [С] man who ргас- 
tises magic with the help of evil spirits. 

sor-cer-ess /'so:saris/ и [С] woman sorcerer. 

sor-cery /'so:sori/ и (pl -ies) [0] 1 witchcraft 
(the usual word). 2 (p/) evil acts done by sor- 
cery. 
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sor-did /|'so:di:d/ adj 1 (of conditions) poor, 
dirty, uncomfortable: a ~ slum; living т ~ 
poverty. 2 (of persons, behaviour, etc) without 
respect or honour. 

sor-did-ly adv 

sore /so:(r)/ adj (-r, -st) 1 (of a part of the 
body) tender and painful; hurting when 
touched or used: а ~ knee/throat. a sight 
for ,sore ‘eyes, welcome, pleasant, person 
or thing. 2 filled with sorrow; sad: а ~ heart.3 
causing sorrow or annoyance. а sore 
point/subject, one that hurts the feelings 
when talked about. 4 hurt in one’s feelings: 
feel ~ about not being invited to the party.an 
[C] 1 sore place on the body (where the skin or 
flesh is injured). 2 (fig) painful subject or me- 
mory: Le?’s not recall old ~s. 

sore-ly adv (a) (forma/) severely: ~lv afflict- 
ed. (b) greatly: More financial help is ~ly 
needed. 

sore-ness 7 [0] 

sor-row /'sprau/ n [C.U] (cause of) grief or 
sadness; regret: express ~ for having done 
wrong; to my great ~. о vi feel grief (at/for/ 
over). ~ing over her child 5 death. 
sor-row-ful /-fal/ adj feeling, showing, caus- 
ing, Sorrow. 

sorry /'spri/ adj 1 feeling regret or sadness: 
We were ~ to hear of your father’s death. be/ 
feel sorry (about/for sth), feel regret: 
Aren't you ~ for/about what you’ ve done? be/ 
feel sorry for sb, (a) feel sympathy: / feel 
~ for anyone who has to drive in weather like 
this. (b) feel pity: Гт ~ for you, but you have 
been rather foolish. 2 (used to express mild re- 
gret or an apology): ‘Can you lend me a 
pound” —‘S~, but I can’t. 3 (-ier, -iest) piti- 
ful: a~ sight. 

sort’ /so:t/ п [С] 1 group or class of persons ог 
things which are alike in some way: Pop music 
is the ~ she likes most. We can’t approve of this 
~ of thing/these ~ of things|things of this ~~. 2 
a good sort, (esp) a person who is likable, 
who has good qualities. 3 out of sorts, 
(informal) feeling unwell, depressed. 

sort? /so:t/ vt,vi arrange in groups; separate 
things of one sort from things of other sorts: 
The boy was ~ing/~ing out/over the foreign 
stamps he had collected. We must ~ out the 
good apples from the bad. sort sth out, (in- 
formal) (a) put in good order: ~ out a drawer. 
(b) solve: ГИ leave you to ~ that out, find a 
solution. (c) clear up problems, misunder- 
standings: Let’s leave John and Ann to ~ them- 
selves out. 

sor-ier, (esp) post office worker who sorts 
letters. 

$0-$0 /'sau sau/ adj, adv D> $02. 

souf-flé /'su:fler US: su:'fle1/ и [С] (Fr) baked 
dish of beaten eggs, milk, cheese, etc. 

sought /so:t/ pp of seek. 

soul /5201/ п [С] 1 non-material part of a hu- 


sordid /sound 


man, believed to exist for ever: believe in the 
immortality of the ~. He eats hardly enough to 
keep body and ~ together, to keep himself 
alive. That man has no ~, is unfeeling, selfish. 
2 emotional and intellectual energy: He put his 
heart and ~ into the work. 3 person regarded 
as the ideal or personification of some virtue 
or quality: He is the ~ of honour|discretion. > 
life(9). 4 departed spirit: ‚АП 'S~s’ Day, 2 
Nov. 5 person: There wasn’ ta~ to be seen. No 
one was in sight. 6 (informal) all those quali- 
ties that enable a person to be in harmony with 
himself and others, used esp by Afro- 
Americans and expressed through their music 
and dancing. | 
'зоц| brother/sister, 
American. 
'soul-destroying adj killing the will-power 
or spirit: »~-destroying ‘work. 
'soul music, modern popular blues with 
strong rhythm for dancing. 
soul-ful /-fl/ adj having, affecting, showing, 
deep feeling: ~ful eyes/music. 
soul-less adj without pity or deeper feelings. 

sound! /saund/ adj (-er, -est) 1 healthy; in 
good condition; not hurt, injured or decayed: 
~ fruit/teeth. 2 dependable; based on logic, 
facts: а ~ argument)policy; ~ advice. 3 cap- 
able, careful: a ~ tennis player. 4 thorough; 
deep: be a ~ sleeper; give шт а ~ beating. a 
adv deeply: be ~ asleep. 
soundly adv deeply; thoroughly: sleep ~ly; 
Бе ~ly beaten at tennis. 
sound-ness и [0] 

sound? /saund/ n[C,U] 1 that which is ог can 
be heard: We heard the ~ of voices/footsteps. 2 
(sing only) mental impression produced by 
something stated (or read): J don’t like the ~ of 
his excuses. 
‘sound barrier, point at which an aircraft’s 
speed equals that of sound-waves, causing 
sonic booms. 
'sound effects, sound (recorded on tape, 
film, etc) for use in broadcasts, in studio. 
'sound-proof adj that sound cannot pass 
through or into. 
'isound-track, music, etc used ina film. 
'sound-wave, vibrations made in the air or 
other medium by which sound is carried. 

sound? /saund/ vt,vi 1 produce sound from; 
make (something) produce sound: ~ a trum- 
pet. 2 produce: ~ a note of aiarm|danger. 3 
pronounce: Don’t ~ the ‘h’ in ‘hour’ or the ‘5’ 
in ‘dumb’. 4 give notice of: ~ the alarm, eg by 
ringing a bell. 5 give forth sound: The trumpet 
~ed. 6 test, examine (eg a person’s lungs by 
tapping the chest). 7 give an impression when 
heard: How sweet the music ~s! 8 (fig) give an 
impression: His explanation ~s all right, 
seems reasonable enough. 

sound’ /saund/ vt,vi 1 test the depth of (the 
sea, etc) by letting down a weighted line 


fellow  Afro- 


sound/space 


{called a '~ing-line or ~ing apparatus); find 
the depth of water in a ship’s hold (with a 
'~Wing-rod). 2 get records of temperature, pres- 
sure, etc in (the upper atmosphere) (by send- 
ing up instruments in a '~ing-bailoon). 3 try 
(esp cautiously or in a reserved manner) to 
learn a person’s views, sentiments, etc: / will ~ 
out the manager about holidays) on the question 
of holidays. 
sound-ing, (a) (р/) place or area near 
enough to the shore to make it possible to 
sound(1). (b) measurement obtained by 
sounding(1). 

sound? /saund/ и [С] narrow passage of wat- 
er joining two larger areas of water. 

soup’ /su:p/ и [0] liquid food made by соок- 
ing meat, vegetables, etc in water: chicken/ 
peajtomato ~. in the soup, (informal) in 
trouble. 

soup? /su:p/ vt soup sth up, (si) fit (a 
motor-vehicle, its engine) with a supercharger 
(to increase its power and so its speed): a 
~ed-up car. 

sour /'saua(r)/ adj 1 having a sharp taste (like 
that of vinegar, a lemon or an unripe plum, 
apple, etc). 2 having a taste of having gone 
bad: ~ milk. 3 (fig) bad-tempered: made ~ by 
disappointments. в vt,vi turn or become sour 
(all uses): The hot weather has ~ed the milk. 
Her temper has ~ed. 
sour-ly adv 
sour-ness п [0] 

source /so:s/ и [С] 1 starting-point of a river: 
the ~s of the Nile. Where does the Rhine have 
its ~? 2 place from which something comes or 
is got: The news comes from a reliable ~. Is 
that well the ~ of infection? 3 (р) original 
documents, etc for a study, eg of a period of 
history: (as an adjective) ~ materials. 

souse /saus/ vt 1 throw into water; throw 
water on. 2 put (fish, etc) into salted water, 
vinegar, etc to preserve it: ~d herrings. 

south /5а00/ м 1 the ~, one of the four car- 
dina! points of the compass, on the right of a 
person facing the sunrise; part of any place, 
country, etc lying farther in this direction than 
other parts: the ~ of London} England. Mexico 
is to the ~ of the US. 2 (used as an adjective) 
situated in, living in, of, coming from, the 
south: S~ America; the S~ Pacific. с adv to 
or towards the south: sailing ~. 
southeast, outh'west (abbr SE, 
SW), л, adj, adv (sometimes, esp naut, sou’- 
east /5заи ‘ist/, sou’-west /,sau ‘west/) 
(regions) midway between south and east or 
south and west. 
south-south:'east, south-south-'west 
(abbr SSE, SSW) 2, adj, adv (sometimes, esp 
naut, ,sou‘'-sou'-'east, ,sou'-sou’-'west) 
(regions) midway between south and south- 
east or southwest. 
south-'easter-ly adj (a) (of wind) from the 
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southeast. (b) (of direction) towards the 
southeast. 

south-eastern |-'i:stn/ adj of, from, situ- 
ated in, the southeast. | 
ssouth:'wester-ly adj (a) (of wind) from 
the southwest. (b) (of direction) towards the 
southwest. 

ssouth-'western /-'westn/ adj of, from, situ- 
ated in, the southwest. 

south-er-ly /'sadali/ adj, adv from the south, 
towards the south, in or to the south. 

south-ern /'saden/ adj of, from, in the south 
part of the world, a country, etc: ~ Europe; 
the S~ States of the USA. 
the Southern 'Hemisphere, © hemi- 
sphere. 
south-erner, person born or living in the 
south regions of the country. 
‘'south-ern-most /-moaust/ adj 
south. 

south ward /'sc:u@wad/ adj towards the 
south: in a~ direction. 
south-wards аду. to travel ~s. 

sou-venir /,su:va'nio(r) US. 'su:vanior/ и [С] 
something taken, bought or received as a gift, 
and kept as a reminder of a person, place or 
event. 

sou’-wester /,sauwesta(r)/ п [С] (esp) 
waterproof hat with a flap at the back to 
protect the neck. 

SOv-ey-eign /'sovrin/ adj (of power) highest; 
without limit; (ofa nation, state, ruler) having 
sovereign power: become а ~ state, fully self- 
governing and independent in foreign affairs. 
оп [С] 1 sovereign ruler, eg a king, queen or 
emperor. 2 former GB gold coin (face value 
one pound). 
sov-er-eignty /'sovranti/, sovereign power. 

so-viet /'ssuviet/ п [С] organ of political 
power in the USSR; one of the forms of pol- 
itical organization of a socialist state, now 
widely used in the USSR: the Union of S~ So- 
cialist Republics; the S~ Union; the Supreme 
S~ of the USSR; the local S~s; Rural/Urban 
S~s of People’s Deputies. 

sow’ /5ао/ п [С] fully grown female pig. 

sow /sau/ vt,vi (pt ~ed, pp ~n /saun/ ог 
~ed) 1 put (seed) on or in the ground or in soil 
(in pots, seed-boxes, etc); plant (land with 
seed): ~ seeds; ~ a plot of land with grass. 2 
(fig) start, introduce: ~ the seeds of hatred. 
sower, person who sows. | 

soya /521э/ я [3] (also 'soya-bean) plant 
grown as food and for the oil obtained from its 
seeds: ~ sauce, from soya beans in brine. 

sozzled /'sozid/ adj (СВ si) very drunk. 

spa /spa:/n[C] (p/ ~s) (place with a) spring of 
mineral water having medicinal properties. 

space /speis/ п 1 [U] that in which all objects 
exist and move: The universe exists in ~. 
Travel through ~ to other planets interests 
many people today. 2 [C,U} interval or dis- 


farthest 
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tance between two or more objects: the ~s be- 
tween printed words; separated Бу a ~ of ten 
metres. 3[C,U] area or volume: open ~s, (esp) 
land, in or near a town, not built on. 4 [U] 
limited or unoccupied place or area; room(3): 
There isn’t enough ~ in this office for two 
desks. 5 (sing only) period of time: a ~ of three 
years. 0 vt space sth out, set out with regu- 
lar spaces between: ~ out the posts three 
metres apart. 
'space-capsule / -craft / -helmet / 
-rocket/-ship/-suit/-vehicle, used for 
travel beyond the earth’s atmosphere. 

spa-cious /'speifos/ adj having much space. 
spa-cious-ly adv 

spade /speid/ п [С] 1 tool with a flat blade 
having a sharp edge for digging. 2 (one of a) 
suit of playing-cards with black shapes like 
hearts upside down: the five of ~s. с vt dig 
with a spade. 
'spade-work, (fig) hard, basic, work: He got 
all the credit for the research but I did all the 
~work. 
ispade-ful /-ful/, as much as a spade ca 
hold. : 

spa-ghetti /sps'geti/ п [U] (1) flour paste 
(pasta) in narrow rods, cooked by boiling. 

span /spzn/ п [C] 1 distance between the tips 
of a persons’s thumb and little finger when 
stretched out. 2 distance or part between the 
supports of an arch: The arch has a ~ of 60 
metres. 3 length in time, from beginning to 
end: for a short ~ of time. > life-span. о vt 
(-nn-) 1 extend across (from side to side): The 
Thames is ~ned by many bridges. 2 (of time) 
from one period or point to another: His life 
~ned almost all of the 19th century. 3 measure 
by spans(1). 

spangle /'spangl/ п [С] tiny disc of shining 
metal, esp one of many, as used for ornament 
on a dress, etc. о vt (esp as a pp) cover with, or 
as with, spangles. 

span-iel /'speniol/ п [С] sorts of dog with 
short legs and large, drooping ears. 

spank /spenk/ vt,vi punish (a child) by slap- 
ping him on the buttocks with the open hand 
ога slipper, etc. 
spank.:ing, slapping on the buttocks. 

span-ner /'spzna(r)/ я [С] (US = wrench) 
tool for gripping and turning nuts on screws, 
bolts, etc. 

spar’ /spa:(r)/ n [С] strong wooden or metal, 
pole used as a mast, boom, etc. 

spar? /spa:(r)/ vi (-rr-) 1 make the motions of 
attack and defence with the fists (as in box- 
ing). 2 (fig) quarrel or argue. 
'spar-ring-partner, man with whom a box- 
er spars as part of his training. 

spare’ /5рез(г)/ adj 1 additional to what is 
usually needed or used; in reserve for use when 
needed; (of time) free; unoccupied: / have no/ 

_ very little ~ time/money. Is there a ~~ wheel т 


spacious/spat 


your car? 2 (of persons) thin; lean: a tall, ~ 
man. on{C} spare part (for a machine, etc). 
‚5раге 'part, part to replace a broken or 
worn-out part of a machine, an engine, etc. 
»Spare-'rib, rib of pork with most of the meat 
cut off. 

spare? /spea(r)/ vi,vi 1 (decide to) not hurt, 
damage or destroy; show mercy to: ~ a prison- 
er’s life. He doesn’t ~ himself, makes great de- 
mands on himself (his energies, time, etc). 
spare $6'$ feelings, avoid hurting his feel- 
ings. 2 afford to, be able to, give (time, money, 
etc) to a person, or for a purpose: Can you~ 
an extra ticket for me? Can you ~ те a few 
minutes (of your time)? We haven't enough to 
~, need all of them/it. spare a thought fer 
sh, consider him when making a decision. 3 
no expense spared, with no economy 
in money or effort. 
spar-ing adj sparing of, economical, care- 
ful (of): You should be more sparing of your 
energy. 
spar-ing-ly adv 

spark /5ра:К/ п [С] 1 tiny glow from a burn- 
ing substance or still present in ashes, etc or 
produced by hard metal and stone banging 
together, or by the breaking of an electric cur- 
rent: The firework burst into a shower of ~s. 2 
(fig) sign of life, energy, etc: He hasn’ta ~ of 
generosity in him. о vt,vi 1 give out sparks. 2 
spark sth off, (fig) be the immediate cause 
of: His statement ~ed off a quarrel between 
them. 
'spark-ing-plug, device for firing the mix- 
ture of air and petrol in an engine by means of 
an electric spark. 

sparkle /'spa:kl/ vi 1 send out flashes of 
light: Her diamonds ~d in the bright light. 2 
(fig) express brightly: Her eyes ~d with excite- 
ment. оп [С] spark; glitter; gleam. 
spark-ler, something that sparkles, eg a kind 
of firework 
spark-ling /'spa:klin/ adj 

spar-row /зраегэо/ п [С] very common, 
small brownish-grey bird. 

sparse /spa:s/ adj 1 not crowded: a ~ popu- 
lation. 2 not dense, thick: a~ beard. 
sparsely adv: а ~ly furnished room, one with 
little furniture. 

spasm /'spzzam/ п [С] 1 sudden and invol- 
untary tightening of a muscle or muscles: 
asthma ~s. 2 sudden, convulsive movement: 
ina~ of pain|/excitement; a coughing ~. 3 sud- 
den burst (of energy). 

spas-modic /spzz'mpdik/ adj 1 taking 
place, done, at irregular intervals. 2 caused by, 
affected by, spasms: ~ asthma. 
spas-modi-cally /-kli/ adv 

spas-tic /'spxstik/ п [С], adj (person) 
physically disabled because of difficulty in 
controlling voluntary muscles. 

spat /spzt/ pt.pp of spit. 


spate /specs 


spate /speit/ n [СО] 1 strong current of wat- 
er at abnormally high level (in a river). 2 sud- 
den rush of business, etc: a~ of orders. 

spa-tial /'sperfl/ adj of, in relation to, existing 
in, space. 

spa-tially /-fal:/ adv 

spat-ter /'spzxta(r}/ vt,vi 1 splash, scatter, in 
drips: ~ grease on one’s clothes/~ one’s 
clothes with grease. 2 fall or spread out in 
drops: rain ~ing down on the tent. ат [С] 
shower: a ~ of rain/bullets. 

spat-ula /'spztfule/ п [С] (p/ ~s) tool witha 
wide, flat, flexible blade used for mixing or 
spreading various substances. __ 

spawn /spo:n/ п [U] eggs of fish and certain 
water animals, eg frogs. 0 vt,vi 1 produce 
spawn. 2 (fig) produce in great numbers: com- 
mittees which ~ sub-committees. 

speak /spi:k/ vi,vt (pt spoke /spouk/, рр 
spoken /'spasukan/) 1 use language in an ordi- 
nary, not a singing, voice: Please ~ more slow- 
ly. f was ~ing to him about plans for the holi- 
days. speak for sb, (a) state the views, 
wishes, etc of. (bb) give evidence on behalf of. 
nothing to speak of, nothing worth men- 
tioning. speak out/up. (a) speak loud(er). 
(i) give one’s opinions, etc without hesitation 
or fear. be on 'speaking terms with sb, 
(a) know him well enough to speak to him. 
(b) continue to speak to him (because there 
has not been a quarrel). so to speak, if I may 
use this expression, etc. 2 give evidence (of), 
express ideas (not necessarily in words): Ac- 
tions ~ louder than words. 3 know and be able 
to use (a language): He ~s several languages. 4 
address an audience; make a speech: He spoke 
for forty minutes. 5 make known: ~ the truth. 
speak one’s mind, say plainiy what one 
thinks. 6  strictly/roughly/generally 
speaking, using the word(s) in a strict/ 
rough/general sense. 

speaker, (a) person who makes speeches (in 
the manner shown): He’s a good|/poor public 
~er. (b) (short for) loudspeaker. (c) the 
Speaker, presiding officer (chairman) of the 
House of Commons and other legislative 
assemblies. 

speaking clock, (GB) telephone service 
with a voice telling the exact time. 

spear /spio(r)/ п [С] weapon with a metal 
point on a long shaft, used in hunting, or 
(formerly) by men fighting on foot. в у! pierce, 
wound, make (a hole) in, with a spear. 
'spear-head п [С] (fig) individual or group 
chosen to lead an attack. о vt act as spearhead 
for: ~head the campaign for human rights. 

spear-mint /'sprommt/ п [U] aromatic 
variety of mint used for flavouring; chewing- 
gum flavoured with this. 

spe-cial /'spefl/ adj 1 of a particular or cer- 
tain sort; not common, usual or general; of or 
for a certain person, thing or purpose: Her 
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painting is something ~, particularly good. He 
did и for kerasa~ favour. What are your ~ in- 
terests? 2 exceptional in amount, degree, etc: 
Why should we give you ~ treatment? с п [С] 
special train, edition of a newspaper, etc. 
special delivery, delivery of mail (a letter, 
package, etc) by a special messenger instead of 
by the usual postal services. 
spe-cially /-fali/ adv-particularly: / came here 
~ly to see you. 
spe-cial-ist /-falist/, expert in a profession, 
esp medicine: ап 'еуе ~ist. 

spe-ci-al-ity /,spefi'eloti/ м [С] (pl -ies) 1 
special quality or characteristic. 2 particular 
activity, product, operation, etc; thing to 
which a person (firm, etc) gives particular at- 
tention or for which a place is well known: 
Embroidery is her~. 

spe-cial-ize (also -ise) /'spefalaiz/ vi,vt 1 be 
or become a specialist; give special or particul- 
ar attention to: After his first degree he hopes 
to ~. 2 (usually as a pp) for a particular pur- 
pose: ~d knowledge. 
spe-cial-iz-ation (also -isation) /,spefa- 
lar'zeif{n US: -l'z-/n[C,U] 

spe-cial-ty /'spefalti/ п [С] (p/ -ies) = 
speciality(2). 

spe-cies /'spi:fi:z/ п [С] (p/ unchanged) 1 
group of animals having similar сВаг- 
acteristics, able to breed with each other but 
not with other groups: the human ~, mankind. 
2 sort: Не’5 а гаге ~, rare type of person. 

spe-ci-fic /spo'sifik/ adj 1 detailed and pre- 
cise: ~ orders. 2 relating to one particular 
thing, etc, not general: The money is to be used 
fora~ purpose. 
spe-cifi-cally /-kli/ adv in a specific manner: 
You were ~ally warned by your doctor not to 
smoke. 

spec: ifi-ca-tion | spesifi'ke1fn/ п 1 [Ч] spe- 
cifying. 2 [C] (often p/) details, instructions, 
etc for the design, materials, of something to 
be made or done: ~s for (building) a garage. 

spec: ify /'spesifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) name а раг- 
ticular one, type, etc: ~ which colours to use. 

speci-men /'spesiman/ п [С] 1 one as an ex- 
ample of a class: ~s of rocks and ores. 2 part 
taken to represent the whole: ~ pages of 
books. 3 something to be tested, etc for a 
special purpose: supply the doctor witha ~ of 
urine. 

spe-cious /'spi:fas/ adj (forma!) appearing 
right or true, but not really so: а ~~ argument/ 
person. 

speck /spek/ п [С] 1 small spot or particle (of 
dirt, etc): ~s of dust. 2 (fig) small spot: The 
ship was a~ on the horizon. 
specked adj marked with specks. 

speckle /'spek!/ и [С] small mark or spot, esp 
one of many on feathers, etc. 
speckied adj: a~d bird. | 

specs /speks/ и pl (informal) spectacles(3): 
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Where aremy ~? 
spec:tacle /'spektak!/ п [С] 1 public display, 
procession, etc: The Jubilee parade was a fine 
~. 2 something seen, esp something grand, 
remarkable: The sunrise as seen from the top of 
the mountain was a tremendous ~. 3 (pl) (also a 
pair of ~s) pair of lenses in a frame, resting on 
the nose and ears, to help the eyesight. (Note: 
glasses is more usual.) > rose?(2). 
spec-tacu-lar /spek'tekjulo(r)/ adj making 
a fine spectacle(1,2). 
spec-tacu-lar-ly adv 

spec-ta-tor /spek'teita(r) US: 'spekteitar/ п 
[С] person looking at (a show, sport or game). 

spectre (US = spec-ter) /'spekta(r)/ п [С] 
ghost (the usual word); fear of future trouble. 
spec-tral /'spektral/ adj (a) of the spectrum: 
spectral colours. (b) of, like, a ghost. 

spec-trum /'spektrom/ n [С] (р/ -tra /-tra/) 1 
image of a band of colours (as seen in a rain- 
bow and usually described as red, orange, yel- 
low, green, blue, indigo and violet). 2 (fig) 
wide range or sequence: the whole ~ of 
political opinion. 

specu-late /'spekjuleit/ vi 1 consider, form 
opinions (without having complete know- 
ledge): ~ aboutjonjupon the future of the hu- 
man race. 2 buy and sell goods, stocks and 
shares, etc with risk of loss and hope of profit 
through changes in their market value: ~ in oil 
shares. 
specu-la-tor /-ta(r)/, person who specu- 
lates(2). 

specu-la-tion | ,spekju'leifn/ и 1 [Ч] specu- 
lating(1); [С] opinion reached by this means. 
2 (U] speculating(2): ~ in rice; [С] business 
deai of this kind. 

specu-lat-ive /'spekjulotiv US -leitiv/ adj 1 
concerned with speculation(1): ~ philosophy. 
2 concerned with speculation(2): ~ purchase 
of grain. 
specu-la-tive-ly adv 

sped /sped/ pt,pp of speed. 

speech /spi:tf/ 1 [Ч] power, act, manner, of 
speaking: Man is the only animal that has the 
power of ~. 2[C] talk or address given in pub- 
lic: make а ~ on/about human rights. 

‘speech marks, (informal) quotation 
marks. 

-'gpeech therapy, remedial treatment for 
defective speech, eg for stuttering. 
speech-less adj (a) unable to speak, esp be- 
cause of deep feeling: Anger left him ~less. 
(b) that causes a person to be unable to speak: 
~less rage. 

speed /spi:d/ n 1 [U] quickness of movement. 
More haste, less 'speed, (proverb) Too 
much haste can result in delay. 2 [C,U] rate of 
motion or moving: travelling at full/top ~; ata 
~ of thirty miles an hour. а vt,vi (pt,pp sped 
but see 3 below) 1 move along, go quickly: 
cars ~ing past the school. 2 cause to-move or 


spectacle /sphere 


go quickly: ~ an arrow from the bow. 3 (pt,pp 
~ed) increase the speed (of): They have ~ed 
up production| the train service. 
'speed-boat, motor-boat designed for high 
speeds. 
speed-ing п [U] (of motorists) travelling at 
an illegal speed: fined £10 for ~ing. 
'speed-limit, fastest speed allowed. 
speedometer /spi:'domita(r)/, instrument 
showing the speed of a motor-vehicle, etc. 
ispeed-way, (a) track, for fast driving and 
racing, esp by motorbikes. (b) (US) road for 
fast traffic. 
speedy adj (-ier, -iest) quick; coming, done, 
without delay: / wish you а ~y recovery (from 
illness). 

spell’ /spel/ n [С] 1 words used as a charm, 
supposed to have magic power: cast a ~ over 
him; put a ~ on him; be under а ~. 2 attrac- 
tion, fascination, exercised by a person, occu- 
pation, etc: the ~ of Mozart's music. 
'spell-bound /-baund/ adj with the attention 
held as if by a spell: The speaker held his audi- 
ence ~ bound. 

spell? /spel/ и [С] 1 period of time: a long ~ of 
warm weather; 2 period of activity or duty, esp 
one at which two or more persons take turns: 
take ~s at the wheel, eg of two persons making 
a long journey by car. 

spell? /spel/ vt,vi (pt,pp ~ed /speld/ or spelt 
/spelt/) 1 name or write the letters of (a word): 
How do you~ your name? These children can’t 
~. 2 (of letters) form when put together in a 
particular order: C-A-T ~s cat. 3 spell sth 
out, make clear and easy to understand; ex- 
plain in detail: Му request seems simple 
enough —do you want те to ~ it out for you? 4 
have as а consequence: Does laziness always ~ 
failure? 
speller, person who spells: a good/poor ~er. 
spell-ing, way a word is spelt: Do you use 
English or American ~ ing(s)? 

spelt © speil*. 

spend /spend/ vi,vi (pt,pp spent /spent/) 1 
pay out (money) for goods, services, etc: ~ all 
one’s money. г> реппу(1). 2 use up: ~ alot of 
time cleaning the car. They went on firing until 
all their ammunition was spent. 3 pass time: ~ 
a weekend in London. > night. 
spender, person who spends money (usually 
in the way shown by the adjective): an 
extravagant/big ~er. 
'spend-thrift, person who spends money ex- 
travagantly. 

sperm /sp3:m/ и [U] fertilizing fluid of a тае 
animal. 

spew /spju:/ vt,vi = vomit. 

sphere /sfia(r)/ п [С] 1 form of a globe; star; 
planet. music of the spheres, (myth) 
music produced by the movement of heavenly 
bodies which men cannot hear. 2 globe rep- 
resenting the earth or the night sky. 3 person’s 
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range of interests, activities, surroundings, 
etc: gardening is outside the ~ of my activities. 
4 range, extent: a~ of influence. 
spheri-cal /'sfertk!/ adj shaped like a sphere. 
sphe-roid /'sfioroid/, solid that is almost 
spherical. | 

spice /spais/ п1 [СЛ] sorts of substance, eg 
ginger, nutmeg, cinnamon, cloves, used to 
flavour food. 2 [U] (and with a, an) (fig) in- 
teresting flavour, suggestion, or trace (of): a 
story without ~. She has a ~ of malice in her 
character. с vt add flavour to (something) 
with: ~d with humour. 
spicy adj (-ier, -iest} (a) of, flavoured with, 
spice. (b) (fig) exciting or interesting because 
a little immoral: spicy gossip about a pop star’s 
love life. 

spick /spik/ adj (only in) sspick and 'span, 
bright, clean and tidy. 

spi-der /'spaido(r)/ п [C] sorts of creature 
with eight legs, many species of which spin 
webs for the capture of insects as food. 
spid-ery adj (of handwriting) with long, thin 
strokes. 

spied /spaid/ pt,pp of spy. 

spigot /'spigat/ n [С] 1 plug or peg for the 
hole of a cask or barrel. 2 valve for controlling 
the flow of water, etc from a tank, etc. 

spike /spaik/ м [С] 1 sharp point; pointed 
piece of metal, eg on iron railings or on 
running-shoes. 2 long, pointed cluster of flow- 
ers ог grain on a single stem: ~s of lavender.o 
vt 1 put spikes (on shoes, etc): ~d running- 
shoes. 2 pierce or injure with a spike. 
spiky adj (-ier, -iest) having sharp points. 

spill /spil/ vt,vi (рерр spilt /spilt/ or ~ed) 1 
(of liquid or powder) (allow to) run over the 
side of the container: Who has spilt/~ed the 
milk? & milk'(1). 2 (of a horse, etc) cause (the 
rider, passenger, etc) to fall: His horse spilt 
him. о п [С] fall from a horse, motorbike: have 
anasty~. 
'spill-over, (often as an adjective) (of popu- 
lation) extra: new towns for London’s ~ever 
(population). 

spin /5рш/ vi,vi (pt spun ]5рлп/ or span 
{spen/, pp spun); (-nn-) 1 form (thread) by 
twisting wool, cotton, silk, etc; draw out and 
twist (wool, cotton, etc) into threads. 2 form 
by means of threads: spiders ~ning their webs; 
silkworms ~ning cocoons. 3 (fig) produce, 
compose (a story). spin sth out, make it last 
as long as possible: ~ out the time by talking. 4 
cause (something) to go round and round: ~ a 
coin, send it up im the air, revolving as it goes 
up, to decide something (by ‘heads or tails’). 5 
move round quickly: The top was ~ning merri- 
ly. The collision sent the car ~ning across the 
road. on 1 [U] turning or spinning motion, esp 
as given to the ball in some games, eg cricket, 
baseball: The pitcher gave (a) ~ to the ball. 2 
[C] short ride in a motor-car, on a bicycle, etc; 


havelgo for a ~~. 3 [С] fast spinning movement 
of an aircraft during a diving descent: ге 
into/out ofa~. ina flat spin, ina panic. 
ispin-drier, -'dryer, device that spins 
(clothes) to dry them. 
Spin-'dry у! (р. рр dried) dry in a spin-drier. 
‘spinning jenny, early kind of machine for 
spimning more than one thread at a time. 
'spinning-wheel, machine for making 
thread on a spindle turned by a large wheel. 
‘spin-off, advantage, benefit or product (of- 
ten unexpected) (from a larger activity or pro- 
cess, or from research for it). 

spin-ach /'spimid3 US: -tS/  {U] plant with 
small green leaves, cooked and eaten as a 
vegetable. 

spi-nal /‘spam!/ adj (anat) of or to the spine: 
the ~ column, the backbone. 


spindle /spindi/ п {C] 1 {in spinning) thin 


rod for twisting and winding thread by hand. 
2 bar or pin which turns round, or on which 
something turns (eg an axle or a shaft). 
spin-dly /'spindli/ adj (-ier, -iest) long and 
thin; (too) tall and thin: spindly legs. 


spine /spain/ и [(C]1 = backbone. 2 sharp, 


pointed part on some plants, eg a cactus, and 
animals, eg a porcupine. 3 part of a book’s 
cover that can be seen when it is on a shelf, 
usually with the book’s title on it. 
spine-less adj (a) having no spine(1). (b) 
(fig) without courage to make decisions. 
spiny adj (-ier, -iest) having spines{2). 
spinet /spi'net US: 'spinit/ и [С] old type of 
keyboard instrument like a harpsichord. 


spin-na-ker /'spinoka(r)/ пл [К] large tri- 


angular sail on a racing yacht. 

spin-ney /'spini/ п [С] (p/ ~s) small wood 
with thick bushes, etc. 

spin-ster /'spmsta(r)/ л [С] (usually offical 
or legal use) unmarried woman, esp after the 
conventional age for marrying. 
'spin-ster-hoacd /-hud/, being a spinster. 

spt-ral /'spaioral/ adj, п [С] (in the form of an) 
advancing or ascending continuous curve 
winding round a central point: A snail's shell is 
~.0 vi (-ll-, US also -|-) move in a spiral: The 
smoke ~led up. 

spire /'spaia(r)/ п (C] pointed structure rising 
above a tower (esp of a church). 

Spirit /'spirit/ п 1 [C,U] soul; immaterial,.in- 
tellectual or moral part of man: The ~ is wil- 
ling but the flesh is weak, One is willing (in 
theory) to do it, but physically (in practice) 
unable to do it. 2 [C] the soul thought of as 
separate from the body: believe in ~s. 3 [С] elf: 
goblin. 4 [U] life and consciousness not asso- 
ciated with a body: God is pure ~. 5 [С] (al- 
ways with an adjective) person considered 
from the intellectual, moral or emotional 
point of view: What a generous ~ he is! 6 [U] 
quality of courage, strength, liveliness: Put a 
little more ~ into your work. 7 (sing only) men- 
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tal or moral attitude: Whether it was unwise or 
not depends on the ~ in which it was done. 8 [Ц] 
real meaning or purpose underlying a law, etc 
(contrasted with the apparent meaning of the 
words, etc): obey the ~, not the letter, of the 
law. 9 (pl) state of mind: in high ~s, cheerful; 
т poorllow ~s, out of ~s, depressed, un- 
happy. 10 [U] industrial alcohol. 11 (usually 
p?) strong alcoholic drink (eg whisky, brandy, 
gin, rum). о vt take a person or thing quickly, 
secretly or mysteriously: She has been ~ed 
away to another department. 

'spirit-level, (piece of wood with a) glass 
tube partly filled with water or alcohol, with a 
bubble of air which, when centred, shows that 
a surface 1$ horizontal. 

spir-ited /'spiritid/ adj (a) full of spirit(6): а 
~ed attack|defence/reply. (5) having the kind 
of spirits(9) shown: _ ,high-/,low-/'~ed, 
happy/depressed. 

spiri-tual /'spiritfual/ adj 1 of the spirit(1) 
or soul; of religion, not of material things; of, 
from, God; concerned about one’s ~ welfare. 2 
of spirits(2); supernatural. 3 caring much for 
things of the spirit(1). 4 of the church. ол [С] 
religious song as sung by Negroes in the US. 
spiri-tu-ally /-tfol/ adv 

spiri-tu-al-ism /'spiit{uhzom/ и [U] belief 
in the possibility of receiving messages from 
the spirits of the dead; practice of attempting 
to do this. 
spiri-tu-al-ist /-1st/, believer in, person who 
practises, spiritualism. 
spiri-tu-al-is-tic /,spiritfo'listik/ adj 

spirt /sps:t/ vin[C] = spurt. 

spit' /spit/ п [С] 1 long thin metal spike on 
which to fix meat, etc for roasting. 2 small, 
narrow point of land. o vt (-pp-) put a spit 
through (a chicken, piece of meat, etc). 

Spit? /spit/ vt,vi (pt,pp spat /spzt/) (-tt-) 1 
send liquid (saliva) out from the mouth; do 
this as a sign of contempt or hatred: He spat in 
the man’s face|spat at him. The cat spat (= 
made an angry spitting noise) at: the dog. 2 
send (out) from the mouth: ~ out a pip. 3 (fig) 
say angrily or sharply: She spat (out) curses at 
me. 4 make the noise of spitting (while sending 
out something): The frying-pan was ~ting. 5 
(of rain or snow) fall lightly: /t’s not raining 
heavily, only ~ting. 0 n'1 [U] = spittle (the 
usual word). 2 act of spitting. 3 the spit 
and/the spitting image of, exact replica 
or likeness of: He’s the ~ting image of his 
father. 

spit? /spit/n К] depth of a spade. 

spite /spart/ и [U] desire to annoy, to cause 
pain or damage: do something out of/from ~. 
in spite of, not to be prevented by; although: 
They went out т -~ of the rain. In ~ of all his ef- 
forts (= Although he tried) he failed. в vt m- 
jure or annoy because of spite: They play their 
radio loudly in the garden just to~ us. 


spiritual /split 

spite-ful! /-fl/ adj having, showing, spite. 

spite-fully /-fali/ adv 

spite-ful-ness n[U] 

spittle /'sprtt/ я [О] Наша of the mouth. 

splash /splef/ vt,vi 1 cause (a liquid) to be 
flung about in drops; make (a person or thing) 
wet: Children love to ~ water over one another. 
2 (of a liquid) be flung about and fall in drops: 
fountains ~ing in the park. 3 move, fall, so that 
there is splashing: The spacecraft ~ed down in 
the Pacific. Hence, 'splash-down, landing 
of a spacecraft in the sea. 4 splash out (оп), 
(informal) spend extravagantly. оп [С] 1 
(sound, spot, mark, made by) splashing: He 
jumped то the swimming pool witha ~. 2 
patch of colour: Her dog is brown with white 
~eS. 

splay /sple1/ vt,vi make the distance between 
opposite sides (of an opening) wider; cause to 
slant or slope. ом К] sloping side (of a win- 
dow opening, etc). 

spleen /spli:n/ n [С] (anat) organ in the ab- 
domen which causes changes in the blood. 

splen-did /'splend:d/ adj 1 magnificent: a~ 
sunset|/ house/ victory; ~ jewellery. 2 (informal) 
excellent: a~ dinner/|idea. 

splen-did.-ly аду 

splen-dour (US = -dor) /'splenda(r)/ п [U] 
(sometimes pf) magnificence; brightness: the 
~ of the moonlight over the sea. 

splice /splais/ vt 1 join (two ends of rope) by 
twisting the threads of one into those of the 
other. 2 join (two pieces of wood, magnetic 
tape, film) by fastening them at the ends. 3 
get spliced, (informal) get married. ол [С] 
joint made by splicing. 

splint /splmt/ п [С] strip of wood, etc 
strapped to an arm, leg, etc to keep a broken 
bone in the right position. 

splin-ter /'splmta(r)/ п [К] sharp piece of 
hard material (wood, metal, glass, etc) split, 
torn or broken off a larger piece: have a ~ in 
one’s finger. а vt,vi break into splinters. 
‘splinter group/party, (in politics) group 
of persons who have broken away from their 
Party. 

split /split/ vt,vi (pt,pp split) (-tt-) 1 break, 

cause to break, be broken, into two or more 

parts, esp from end to end along the length or 

the line of natural division: Some kinds of 

wood ~ easily. He can ~ a match in two. 2 

break open by bursting: His coat has ~ at the 

seams. a splitting headache, so severe that 

it feels that one’s head may break. 3 (cause to) 

break into parts; divide: The party ~ up into 

small groups. split the difference, (when 

making a bargain) compromise (on the price, 

cost, etc). split hairs, © hair(2). split 

one’s sides (with laughter), \augh with 

movements of the sides. 4 (s/) give away a se- 

cret or information about a person (to his dis- 

advantage). оп [C] 9 crack or tear made by 
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splitting: Will you sew up this ~ in my trousers? 
2 separation or division resulting from split- 
ting: а ~ in the Labour Party. 3 the ws, sit- 
ting on the floor with legs stretched out in a 
line with the trunk upright: do the ~s. 
split mind/personality, = _— schizo- 
phrenia. 
split 'second, a brief moment. 

splut-ter /'splato(r)/ vi,vt speak quickly, 
confusedly (from excitement, etc): ~ out a few 
words/a threat. an[U] spluttering sound. 

spoil /spoil/ vi,vi (pt,pp ~t or ~ed) 1 make 
useless or unsatisfactory: fruit ~t by insects; 
holidays ~t by bad weather. 2 harm the 
character or temperament of by too much 
kindness or absence of discipline: parents who 
~ their children. 3 pay great attention to the 
comfort and wishes of: He likes having a wife 
who ~s him. 4 (of food, etc) become bad, unfit 
for use: Some kinds of food soon~.an1 (eith- 
er [U] or p/, not with numerals) stolen goods: 
The thieves divided up the ~(s). 2 (pl) profits, 
profitable positions, gained from political 
power: the ~s of office. 3 [U] earth, unwanted 
material, etc thrown or brought up in excavat- 
ing, draining, etc. 
'spoil-sport, person who does things that 
interfere with the enjoyment of other people. 

spoke’ /spouk/ п [С] any one of the bars or 
wire rods connecting the hub (centre) of a 
wheel with the rim (outer edge). 

spoke”, spoken /spovk, 5рэоКэп/ © 
speak. 

spokes-man /'spsuksmoan/ п [С] (p/ -men) 
person speaking, chosen to speak, as the rep- 
resentative of a group. > shadow. 

sponge /spand3/ 7 1 [С] kinds of simple sea- 
animal; its body made of elastic material full 
of holes and able to absorb water easily. 2 one 
of these (Joofah), or something similar, used 
for washing, cleaning, etc. 3 = sponge-cake. 
О vt,vi 1 wash, wipe or clean with a sponge: ~ 
awound|/a child s face. 2 take up (liquid) witha 
sponge: ~ up the mess. 3 (informal) obtain 
money from a person, without giving, or in- 
tending to give, anything in return: sponging 
on one’s friends. 
'sponge-cake, soft cake like a sponge. 
sponger, person who sponges(3). 
spongy adj (-ier, -iest) 

spon-:sor /'sppnsa(r)/ п [С] 1 person (eg a 
godfather) making himself responsible for an- 
other. 2 person who puts forward or guaran- 
tees a proposal. co vt act as а sponsor for. 

spon-ta-neous /sppn'teinios/ adj done, 
happening, from natural impulse, not suggest- 
ed: He made a~ offer of help. 
spon-ta-neous-ly adv 
spon-ta-neity /,sponta!neroti/ п [U] 

spoof /spu:f/ vz, п [С] (informal) (produce a 
piece of) satire, deception, (for amusement). 

spook /spu:k/ п [С] ghost. 


spooky adj (-ier, -iest) of, suggesting, 
ghosts: a~y (= haunted) house. 

spool /5ри:1/ п [С] reel (for thread, wire, pho- 
tographic film, magnetic tape, etc). 

spoon /spu:n/ п [С] utensil with a shallow 
bowl on a handle, used for stirring, serving 
and taking up food (named according to use): 
a des'sert-|'soup-|'table/'tea~. о vt take with a 
spoon: ~ up one’s soup; ~ out the peas, serve 
them. 

'spoon-feed vi (a) feed (a baby, etc) froma 
spoon. (b) (fig) give (a person) too much help 
or teaching: Some teachers ~ feed their pupils. 
'spoon-ful /-ful/ п [С] (p/ ~fuls) as much asa 
spoon can hold. 

spor-adic /spo'redik/ adj occurring, seen, 
only here and there or occasionally: ~ raids/ 
firing. 

spor-adi-cally /-kli/ adv 

spore /зро:(г)/ п [С] germ, single cell, by 
which a flowerless plant (eg moss, a fern) 
reproduces itself: 

spor-ran /'sppran/ п [С] pouch worn in front 
ofa kilt. 

sport /spo:t/ п 1 [U] activity engaged in, esp 
outdoors, for amusement and exercise; [C] 
particular form of such activity: fond of ~; 
athletic ~s, eg running, jumping; '~s 
coverage/reporting on TV. 2 (pl) meeting for 
athletic contests: the school ~s. 3 (informal) 
unselfish, kind person: Be a ~ and help me 
with this suitcase. с vi,vt 1 play about, amuse 
oneself: seals ~ing about in the water. 2 (infor- 
mal) have or wear proudly: ~ a moustache/a 
diamond ring. 

'sports-car, small motor-car designed for 
high speeds. 

'sports-man, (a) person who takes part in, 
is fond of, sport. (b) = sport(3). Hence, 
'sports-man-ship /-Пр/и [0] 

sport-ing adj (a) connected with, interested 
in, sport: а ~ing man. (b) willing to take a risk 
of losing; involving a risk of losing: give her a 
~ ing chance. 

sport-ing-ly adv 

spot /5ро/ п [С] 1 small (esp round) mark dif- 
ferent in colour from what it is on: Which has 
~s, the leopard or the tiger? knock spots 
off sb, do much better than him. 2 dirty 
mark or stain: ~s of mud on your boots. 3 
small, red place on the skin: This oiniment 
won't clear your face of ~s. 4 (fig) moral stain: 
There isn’t one ~ on her reputation. 5 drop: 
Did you feel a few ~s of rain? 6 particular 
place or area: the (very) ~ where he was mur- 
dered. on the spot, (a) at the place where 
one is needed: The police were on the ~ within 
a few minutes. (b) immediately: The bullet 
struck his head and he was killed on the ~. 
find/put one’s finger on sb’s 'weak 
spot, find the point (of character, etc) where 
he is most open to attack. 7 (GB informal) 
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small quantity of anything: / need a ~ of 
brandy. He’s having a ~ of bother with his 
brother, a quarrel. о vt,vi (-tt-) 1 mark, be- 
come marked, with spots: a table ~ted with 
ink. 2 pick out, recognize, see (one person or 
thing out of many): ~ a friend in a crowd. 
spot check, check without warning: ~ 
checks by police on motorists. 
spot-ted adj marked with spots, eg of ani- 
mals or material. 
spot-less adj free from spots; clean: a ~less 
kitchen|reputation. 
spot-less-ly adv: ~lessly clean. 
spotty adj (-ier, -iest) (a) marked with spots 
(on the skin): a ~ty complexion. (b) of vary- 
ing quality: a ~ty piece of work. 

spot-light /'spptlait/ м [С] (projector or 
lamp used for sending a) strong light directed 
on to a particular place or person, eg on the 
stage of a theatre. be in/hold the spot- 
light, (fig) be the centre of attention. o vt 
direct a spotlight on to. 

spouse /spauz US: spaus/ n [C] (legal) 
husband or wife. 

spout /spaut/ n [C] 1 pipe through or from 
which liquid pours, eg for tea from a teapot. 2 
stream of liquid coming out with great force. 
> waterspout. 3 up the spout, (s/) in diffi- 
culties, broken, etc according to context. o 
vt,vi 1 (of liquid) come or send out with great 
force: blood ~ing from a cut artery. 2 (infor- 
mal) speak, recite (verses, etc), pompously: 
~ing political slogans. 

sprain /sprein/ уг injure (a joint, eg in the 
wrist or ankle) by twisting violently so that 
there is pain and swelling: ~ one’s wrist.on 
[C] injury so caused. 

sprang /spren/ pt of spring?. 

sprat /spret/ п [С] small European sea-fish 
used as food. 

sprawl /spro:l/ vi 1 sit or lie with the arms 
and legs loosely spread out; fall so that one lies 
in this way: ~ing on the sofa; be sent ~ing in 
the mud. 2 (of plants, handwriting) spread out 
loosely and irregularly. 3 (fig) (of towns) 
spread over much space: suburbs that ~ out in- 
to the countryside. a п [С] sprawling position, 
movement or area. 

spray’ /sprei/n(C] 1 small branch of a tree or 
plant, esp as an ornament. 2 ornament in a 
similar form: a~ of diamonds. 

spray? /sprei/ n 1 [U] liquid sent through the 
air in tiny drops (by the wind, or through an 
apparatus): 'sea-~. 2 [C,U] kinds of liquid 
preparation, eg a perfume, disinfectant or in- 
secticide, to be applied in the form of spray. 3 
[С] device that sprays (perfume, etc). о vt put 
spray on: ~ fruit-trees. 
'5ргау-дип, apparatus using pressure to 
spread cellulose, paint, varnish, etc over sur- 
faces. 
sprayer, (a) person who sprays. (b) appa- 
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ratus for spraying. 

spread /spred/ vt,vi (pt,pp ~) 1 extend the 
surface or width of something by unfolding or 
unrolling it: ~ out a map; ~ (out) one’s arms. 
The bird ~ its wings. 2 cover by spreading: ~ a 
table with a cloth. 3 put (a substance) on a sur- 
face and extend its area by flattening, etc; 
cover (a surface) by doing this: ~ butter on 
bread{/a slice of bread with butter. 4 (cause to) 
become more widely extended or distributed: 
~ knowledge. Coughs and sneezes ~ diseases. 
The water ~ over the floor. The rumour quickly 
~ through the village. The fire ~ from the fac- 
tory to the houses next door. 5 extend in space: 
a desert ~ing for hundreds of miles. 6 spread 
over, extend in time: а course of studies ~ 
over three years; payments ~ over twelve 
months. оп [С] (rarely pl) 1 extent; breadth: 
the ~ of a bird’s wings. 2 extension; spread- 
ing({4): the ~ of disease/knowledge| education. 
3 (informal) table with good things to eat and 
drink on it: What a superb ~! 4 something that 
is spread(1) (usually in compounds): а 'bed~, 
a cover spread over the bed-clothes. 5 name 
used for various kinds of paste (to be) spread 
on bread, etc. 
:spread-'eagle vi (reflexive) take up a lying 
position with arms and legs extended to form 
across: sunbathers ~eagled on the grass. 
spreader, person who, that which, spreads, 
eg an implement used for spreading paste, etc 
on bread. 

spree /spri:/ п [С]: have a ~, have a lively, 
merry time; a'spending/'buying ~, an occasion 
of (extravagant or unusual) spending of 
money. be on the spree/go out ona 
spree, be having/go out to enjoy, a spree. 

sprig /sprig/ n [С] small twig (of a plant or 
bush) with leaves, etc: a~ of holly. 

spright-ly /'spraitli/ adj (-ier, -iest) lively; 
brisk. 

spring’ /sprin/ п [С] 1 act of springing or 
jumping up. 2 (place where there is) water 
coming up from the ground: a ‘hot-~; 
Imineral-~. 3 device of twisted, bent or coiled 
metal or wire which returns to its shape or 
position after being pulled, pushed or pressed: 
the ~ of a watch. 4 [U] elastic quality: rubber 
bands that have lost their ~. 
ispring-'balance, device that measures 
weight by how much the object pulls a spring 
down. 
'spring-board, board to give a springing 
motion to a person jumping from it. 
springy adj (-ier, -iest) (of movement or sub- 
stances) elastic; that springs: walk with a 
youthful ~y step. 

spring? /sprin/ я [С] season of the year in 
which vegetation begins; season between 
winter and summer: in (the) ~; (as an adjec- 
tive) ~ flowers|weather. 
ispring-'clean vt clean (a house, a roora) 


spring:/ square 
thoroughly. Hence, ,spring-'cleaning:n: 
ispring-time, (also'spring:tide), season of 
spring: 
'spring:like adj: ~like weather. 

spring® /sprin/ vi,vr (pt sprang /spren/, рр 
sprung: /spran/) № jump suddenly. from the 
ground; move suddenly: (up,. down,. out,. etc) 
from being still, hidden, etc: He sprang to his 
feet|sprang out of bed/sprang out from behind 
the bush/sprang up from his: seat. The branch 
sprang back and hit me in the face..2 grow up 
quickly from the ground: or from. а stem: 
Weeds were ~ing up everywhere. 3 appear 
suddenly: Where have you sprung from? & (fig) 
occur suddenly: A suspicion|doubt sprang up in 

her mind. 5 cause suddenly: He sprang @ sur- 
prise on. me. 6 cause to operate by means of a 
mechanism: ~ а trap, cause. it to go off. 7 
spring a leak,. (of a ship, etc):crack or burst 
so:that water enters. 

spring-bok /'sprinbvk/ п [С] small, South- 
ern African gazelle. 

sprinkle /'sprinkl/ vr direct, throw, а shower 
of (something) on to (a surface): sprinkling 
water ona dusty path; ~ the floor withisand. 
sprink-ler /'sprinkla(r)/, (esp). apparatus: ог 
device for sprinkling water (eg: on to a lawm):or 
(permanently installed.in buiidings) for fight- 
ing fire. 
sprink-ling, smail quantity or number: 
There was @ sprinkling of young people in the 
audience. 

sprint /sprint/ vi run.a short distance at full 
speed: He ~ed past his competitors just before 
reaching the tape. an [C}¥ sucha run. 2 short 
race, eg 100'metres. 
sprin-ter,. person who sprints. 

sprite /sprait/ п[С fairy; elf. 

sprout /spravt/ vi,vt 1 put cut leaves; begin 
to grow: Peter has really ~ed up in the past 
year. 2 cause to grow: The continuous wet 
weather has ~ed the wheat. 3 develop, pro- 
duce: Tom has ~ed a moustache. ви [С] 1. new 
part of a plant. 2 = Brussels sprout. 

spruce’ /spru:s/ adj neat and smart in dress 
and appearance. с уг; у make oneself smart: 
Goand~ yourself up. 
spruce:ly adv 

spruce? /spru:s/ и. [СО] (also'~ fir) kinds.of 
fir-tree grown in plantations. for its wood, 
used for making paper. 

sprung /spran/ pp of spring®. 

spry /sprai/ adj (-er, -est). lively: still ~ at 
eighty. look spry, be quick. 

spud /spad/ n[C](s/) potato. 

spue /spju:/ vt,vi = spew. 

spume /spju:m/ п [0] foam; froth. 

spun /span/ ppof spin. 

spunk /spank/ п [U] (informal) courage: a 
boy with plenty of ~. 

spur /sps:(r)/ п [С] 1. one of a pair of sharp- 
toothed wheels on the heels of a rider’s boots 


and: used: to. make the horse go faster. 2 (fig) 
something that urges а person on to greater 
activity: the ~ of poverty. act an the spur 
of the moment, act on a sudden impulse. 3 
ridge extending: from: a mountaim or hilk о 
vi,vi (-1-): urge on: with, or as. with, spurs; He 
was-~red.on by ambition. 

spu-ri-ous /'spjvorios/ adj (formal) false; not 
genuine: a.~ argument. 
spu-rt-ous-ly adv 

spurn /spa:n/ уг reject or refuse; have nothing 
to do with (an offer, a persomor hisiadvances). 

spurt /sps:t/ vit (of liquids, flame, etc) come 
out ini a suddem burst: Blood ~ed (out): from 
the wound: 2 make aisudden, short and violent 
effort, esp in a race or other contest: The run- 
ner ~ed ashe approached the winning-post. сп 
[<] sudden bursting: forth; sudden: burst: of 
energy: ~s ef water/flame/energy;. put вп. ai~ 
( = increase speed): towards the end of arace. 

sput-ter /'spato(r)/ vivt T make a series of 
spitting sounds: The sausages were ~ing im the 
frying-pan. 2 = splutter(1,2). 

spu-tum /'spju:tam/ и [U] matter coughed up 
from. the:throat. 

spy /spai/ n:[C] (p/'spies):1 person: who tries to 
get secret information, esp about the military 
affairs of other countries. 2! person: who keeps 
a secret watch onithe movements of others: in- 
dustrial spies, employed: to learn: trade secrets, 
etc. п vi,vt ¥ act asa spy. on, watch: secretly: 
~ing on the enemy's movements; ~ out the 
land. 2 observe; see; discover: / ~ someone 
coming up the garden path. 
'spy-glass, smail telescope. 

squabble /'skwobl/ vi take partin a small ог 
noisy quarrel: Tom was squabbling witht his sis- 
ter about who should use the bicycle. 0 п [©] 
noisy small quarrel. 

squad /skwod/ п [С] small group of persons, 
eg of soldiers, working or being trained 
together. 
‘зама саг, (US) police patrolcar. 

squad:ron /'skwodran/ м [С] 1 sub-unit of a 
cavalry, armoured. or engineer regiment 
(120—200 men): 2 number of warships or 
military aircraft forming a unit. 

squalid /'skwolid/ adj dirty, poor, uncared 
for: living т ~ conditions|houses. 
squalid-ly adv 

squall /skwo:1/ п [С] 1 loud cry of pain. orfear 
(esp from a baby or child). 2 sudden violent 
wind, often with rain or snow. а vi utter 
squalls(1): ~ing babies. 

squalor /'skwolo(r)/ п [Ч] squalid:state: born 
in~,; the~ of theslums: 

squan-der /'skwpondo(r)/ vt waste (time, 
money). 

square’ /skwea(r)/ adj 1 having the shape of 
a square(1):.a ~ table. 2 having or forming 
(exactly or approximately) a nght angle: ~ 
corners; а ~ jaw|/chin, with:angular, not curv- 
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ed, outlines. 3 level or parallel (with); balanc- 
ed; settled: get one’s accounts ~, settled. be 
(ail) square, neither owing anything to the 
other; equal: Let’s call.it.all ~~, shall we? 4 соп- 
mected with a number multiplied by itself: a~ 
‘metre, an area equal to that.of a square-surface 
which has sides of one metre: nine ~.cm. The 
~ root of 9 is 3.5 thorough; uncompromising: 
meet with а ~ refusal. a square meal, one 
that is big enough. 6 fair, honest: ~ dealings, 
in business. 7 (dated fig) (of a person) formal, 
conventional, old-fashioned. с adv 1 ша 
square(2) manner: stand/sit ~; hitaman~.on 
the jaw. 2 fair and ‘square, in an honest, 
fair manner. 
square bracket, either of the two symbols 
[ог J used as parentheses. 
,suare-lbuilt adj:(of a person).of compara- 
tively broad shape. 
‘square dance, one in which the dancers 
faceanwardsfrom four sides. 
jsquare-'shouldered adj with the shoul- 
ders.at-right.angles to the.neck, not sloping. 
Isquare-toed adj (of shoes) having a square 
toe-cap. 
square-ly adv (а) so.as:to‘form a right angle. 
4b) fairly; honestly: act ~/y. (©) directly 
opposite: He faced me ~ly.across the.table. 
square-ness7[U] 
square? /skwea(r)/ и [С] 1 shape, area, véith 
four equal sides and four right angles (2). 
‘back to square one, back to the starting- 
point and forced to start again. 2 anything 
having the shape of a square. 3 four-sided 
open area, eg in а town, used.as.a garden or for 
‘recreation, or one enclosed by streets and 
buildings: Jistening to the band playing in the 
~. 4 buildings and streets surrounding a 
square(3): He lived at No 95 Russell S~. 5 
iblock of buildings bounded by four streets; 
distance.along one side. 6 result when а num- 
‘ber or quantity 1$ multiplied by: itself: The ~ of 
745 49. 7 L-shaped or ('T-square) T-shaped 
mstrument fordrawing or testing right angles. 
8 (dated informal) person {considered to be) 
square(7). 
‘square-bashing, (s/):military drill. 
square? /skweo(r)/ vt,vi 1 make square; give 
a‘square shape to. 2 cause one line or side to 
‘make a right angle with another: ~ timber. 3 
make straight or level: ~ one’s shoulders. 4 
multiply a number by itself: Three ~d is nine. 
§-mark (off) in squares. 6:settle, balance (ac- 
counts): ~ ир оп Friday. 7 (fig) have one’s 
revenge: ~ accounts with.an enemy..8 make or 
be consistent: It would help if the facts ~d with 
the:theory, but they donot. 
squash! /5Кмо[/ vt,vi 1 press flat or into a 
small space: ~ too many people into a:bus. 2 
ibecome:squashed or pressed:out of shape: Soft 
fruits ~ easily. 3 squeeze or crowd: Don’t all 
try to ~ into :the dift together. 4 (informal) 


square /squeeze 


silence (a person) with a clever, sarcastic, ‘etc 
reply, statement: He was/felt completely ~ed. 
5 (informal) defeat (a rebellion). о n[C](rarely 
pl) 1 crowd of persons squashed together: 
There was а frightful ~ at the gate. 2 (sound 
of) something squashing or being squashed: 
The ripe tomato hit the speaker in the face with 
а ~. 3 [C,U] drink made from fruit juice: 
‘orange/'lemon~. 

squash? /skwof/[U] (also '~ rackets) game 
played with rackets and а rubber bail in a 
walled court. 

squash? /skwof/  [U] (ol unchanged) kinds 
of gourd, like.a pumpkin,-eaten as avegetable. 

squat /skwot/ vi (-tt-) 1 sit on cne’s heels, or 
on:the ground with.the legs.drawn up:under or 
close to:the:body: The.old man ~ted.in front of 
the fire. 2 {of animals) crouch with фе body 
close to the ground. 3 (infarmal) sit: Find 
somewhere to ~. 4 settle on land without. per- 
mission, esp publicly owned and unoccupied 
land {in .order to get ownership); occupy 
empty (usually deserted, derelict) ‘buildings 
without authority. с adj short and thick: aw 
man. 

squat-ter, (a) person who squats(1). (b) 
person -who:squats(4). 

squaw /skwo:/ 2 [C] North American Indian 
woman or wife. 

squawk /skwo:k/ vi, п [С] 1 (chiefly of birds) 
(make a) loud, harsh cry, as when hurt or 
frightened. 2 (informal) (make а) loud com- 
plaint. 3 (s/) be an informer: The old man ~ed 
(to the police). 

squawker, person, bird, that squawks. 

squeak /skwi:k/ п [С] 1 short, shrill cry, eg 
made by a mouse, or similar sound,.eg from an 
unoiled ‘hinge. 2 а narrow squeak, а паг- 
row escape from danger or failure. с vi,vt 1 
make a squeak: These new shoes ~. 2 (infor- 


mal) become.an informer. 
squeaky adj (-ier, -iest) squeaking: ~y 
shoes. 


squeal /skwi:l/ п [С] shrill cry or sound, long- 
er and louder than a squeak, often showing 
terror or pain: the ~ of brakes, eg on lornies. а 
vi,vt 1 make а squeal: The pigs were ~ing. He 
~ed like a pig. 2 say in a squealing voice. 3 
(informal) become an informer. 
squealer, (a) animal that squeals. (b) (s/) 
informer. 

squeamish /'skwi:mif/ adj 1 having a deli- 
cate stomach and easily ‘made sick; feeling 
sick. 2 too easily disgusted or offended. 
squeam.ish-ly-adv 

squeeze /skwrz/ vt,vi 1 press on from the 
opposite side or from all sides; change the 
shape, size, etc of something'by doing this: ~ 
her hand; ~ a sponge; ~.one’s fingers, eg ma 
deorway. 2 get:(water, juice, etc).out.of some- 
thing by pressing hard: ~ (the juice out of):a 
lemon; -v ‘the water out. .3 force (a person, 
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oneself) into or through a narrow passage or 
small space: ~ (one’s way) into a crowded bus; 
~ (oneself) through a gap in a hedge. 4 get by 
force, demand, etc: ~ more money out of the 
public, eg by increasing taxes. 5 give in to pres- 
sure: Sponges ~ easily.an[C]}1 act of squeez- 
ing; condition of being squeezed; something 
obtained by squeezing: give her a hug anda~. 
a tight squeeze, (a) closely packed crowd. 
(b) a narrow victory, escape, etc. 2 [U] (infor- 
mal) policy of high taxation, high interest 
rates, etc aimed at deflation; [U] money ob- 
tained by squeezing(4). 
queezer, person, thing, that squeezes: а 

Yemon-~r. 

squelch /skweltf/ vi,vt make a sucking 
sound as when feet are lifted from stiff, sticky 
mud: cows ~ing through the mud. о п [С] 
squelching sound or act. 

squid /skwid/ п [С] kind of sea-animal with 
ten long arms round the mouth. 

squiggle /'skwigl/n[C] small twisting line or 
scrawl: Is this ~ his signature? 

squint /skwint/ vi 1 have eyes that do not 
turn together but look in different directions 
at once. 2 look at with half-shut eyes or 
through a narrow opening. оп [С] squinting 
position of the eyeballs: aman witha~. 

squire /'skwaio(r)/ п [С] 1 (dated) (in 
England) chief landowner in a country parish. 
2 (in olden times) young man who was a 
knight’s attendant until he himself became a 
knight. 

squirm /skws3:m/ vi twist the body, wriggle 
(from discomfort, shame or embarrassment). 
on[C] squirming movement. 

squir-rel /'skwirl US: 'skworl/ п [С] (kinds 
of) small, tree-climbing, bushy-tailed animal 
with red or grey fur. 

squirt /skws:t/ vt,vi (of liquid, powder) force 
out, be forced out, in a thin stream or jet: The 
water ~ed all over те. о п [С] 1 thin stream or 
jet (of liquid, powder, etc). 2 (informal) insig- 
nificant, nasty person: You little ~! 

stab /stzb/ vt,vi (-bb-) 1 pierce or wound 
with a sharp-pointed weapon or instrument: 
eg a knife: ~ a man in the back. 2 produce a 
sensation of being stabbed: ~bing pains in the 
back. ao n[C]1 stabbing blow; pain caused by 
this. 2 (informal) try, attempt: Let me havea~ 
at it, try to doit. 
stab-ber, person who stabs. 

stable’ /'sterbl/ adj (-er, -est) firm; fixed; not 
likely to move or change: What we need isa~ 
Government. He needs a~ job. 
sta-bil-ity /sto'biloti/ п [9] quality of being 
stable. 
sta-bil-ize (also -ise) /'sterbolaiz/ vt make 
stable: ~ prices and wages. 
sta-bi-lizer (also -iser), person or thing that 
stabilizes. 

stable? /'steibl/ п [С] 1 building in which 


horses are kept and fed. 2 number of horses 
(esp race-horses) belonging to one particular 
owner and kept in one set of stables. в vr put, 
keep, ina stable: Where do you~ your horse? 


stack /stek/ п [С] 1 pile of hay, straw, grain, 


etc usually with a sloping top, for storage in 
the open. 2 group of rifles arranged in the 
form of a pyramid. 3 pile or heap (of books, 
papers, wood, etc). 4 (informal) large amount: 
I have ~s of work waiting to be done. 5 (brick- 
work or stonework enclosing a) number of 
chimneys. 6 rack with shelves for books (in a 
library or bookshop). 7 number of aircraft 
waiting for instructions to land. о vt make into 
a Stack; pile up. 


sta-dium /'steidioam/ п [С] (p/ ~s) enclosed 


area of land for games, athletic competitions, 
etc, with seats, etc for spectators: design a new 
Olympic ~. 


staff /sta:f US: stef/ п [С] 1 strong stick used 


as a Support when walking or climbing, or as a 
weapon. 2 such a stick as a sign of office or 
authority: a pastoral ~, eg an ornamental one 
carried by or in front of a bishop, etc. 3 pole 
serving as a support: a 'flag~. 4 group of as- 
sistants working together under a manager or 
head: the headmaster and his ~, ie the teach- 
ers; 'office-~. 5 group of senior army officers 
engaged in planning and organization: the 
General S~; (as an adjective) '~ officers. 6 
(music) (pl staves /'stervz/) set of five parallel 
lines on or between which symbols for notes 
are placed. о vt provide with, act as, а staff(4): 
awell-~ed hotel{hospital. 


stag /stzg/n[C] male deer. 


'stag-party, (informal) party for men only, 
usually for a man about to get married. 


stage /steid3/ п [С]1 (in a theatre) raised plat- 


form or structure of boards on which the ac- 
tors appear. 2 the ~, theatrical work; the 
profession of acting in theatres. be/go on 
the stage, be/become an actor or actress. 3 
(fig) scene of action; place where events occur. 
4 point, period or step in development: at an 
early ~ in our history. The baby has reached 
the 'talking ~, is learning to talk. 5 any of two 
or more successive periods on the journey of a 
spacecraft: a ynulti-~ 'rocket. 6 journey, dis- 
tance, between two stopping-places along a 
road or route; such a stopping-place: rravel.by 
easy ~S, for only a short distance at a time. 7 
= Stage-coach. > also landing-stage. с vi,vi 
put on the stage(1); put before the public: ~ 
‘Hamlet’. stage a come-back, return (to a 
sport, eg boxing) from retirement or after hav- 
ing failed. 

'stage-coach, horse-drawn vehicle formerly 
carrying passengers (and often mail) along a 
regular route. 

'stage-craft, skill or experience in writing or 
directing plays. 

'stage direction, direction in a play 
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‘actors about their positions, movements, etc. 
:stage 'door, entrance at the back of a 
theatre, used by actors, etc. 

Istage fright, nervousness felt when facing 
an audience. 

;stage 'manager, person who organizes 
scenery and props, etc, supervises the rehear- 
sals, etc. 

'stage-struck adj having a strong desire to 
become an actor or actress. 
sstage-'whisper, whisper that is meant to 
be overheard. 

stag-fla-tion /stzq'fiei{n/ п [U] inflation 
with a decline in productivity. 

stag-ger /'stega(r)/ vi,vt 1 walk or move un- 
steadily (from weakness, a heavy burden, 
drunkenness, etc): The man ~ed along/to his 
feet/across the room|from side to side of the 
pavement. 2 (of a blow or shock) cause to walk 
or move unsteadily. 3 (of news, etc) shock 
deeply; cause worry or confusion to: J was 
~ed to hear[on hearing/when I heard that she 
had been arrested. 4 arrange (times of events) 
‘so that they do not all occur together: ~ office 
hours, so that employees are not all using 
buses, trains, etc at the same time. o n (sing) 
staggering movement. 

stag-ing /'steid3zin/ п 1 [C,U] (platform or 
working area on) scaffolding for men on con- 
structional work, eg building. 2 [U] (method 
of) presenting a play on the stage of a theatre. 

stag-nant /'stegnont/ adj 1 (of water) with- 
out current or tide: water lying ~ in ponds and 
ditches. 2 (fig) unchanging; inactive: Business 
was ~ last week. 

stag-nate /steg'neit US: 'stegneit/ vi 1 be 
stagnant. 2 (fig) be or become dull through 
disuse, inactivity, etc. 

stag-na-tion /steg'nerfn/ п [9] 

staid /steid/ adj (of persons, their appear- 
ance, behaviour, etc) conservative, quiet and 
serious. 

staid-ly adv 

stain /stem/ vit,vi 1 (of liquids, other sub- 
stances) change the colour of; make coloured 
patches or dirty marks on: blood-~ed hands. 2 
colour (wood, fabrics, etc) with a substance 
that soaks into the material: He ~ed the wood 
brown. 3 (of material) become discoloured or 
soiled: Does this material ~ easily? a n 1 [Ц] 
liquid used for staining wood, etc. 2 [C] 
stained place; dirty mark or patch of colour: 
link-|'blood-~s. 3 [С] (fig) moral defect: a ~ 
on your character. 

stain-less adj (a) without a fault: a ~/ess re- 
putation. (b) (esp of a kind of steel alloy) that 
resists rust and corrosion: ~/less steel cutlery. 
stained glass, glass made by mixing into it 
transparent colours during the process of 
manufacture. 

stair /stea(r)/ п [С] (any one of a) series of 
fixed steps leading from one floor of a build- 


stagflation /stalk 


ing to another; The child was sitting on the bot- 
tom ~. She always runs up|down the ~s. а 
flight of stairs, © flight'(8). © also 
downstairs, upstairs. 

'stair-case, series of stairs (often with banis- 
ters) inside a building. 

'stair-rod, rod for keeping a carpet in posi- 
tion in the angle between two steps ofa stair. 
istair-way, = staircase. 

'stair-well, space in a building surrounded 
by a staircase. 

stake /steik/ [C]1 strong, pointed length of 
wood or metal (to be) driven into the ground 
as a post (eg for a fence) or as a support for 
something, eg plants, young trees. 2 post, as 
used in olden times, to which a person was tied 
before being burnt to death as a punishment: 
condemned to the ~; suffer at the ~. 3 sum of 
money risked when gambling. at stake, to be 
won or lost; risked, depending, on the result of 
something: His reputation} His life itself was at 
~. 4 interest or concern (in something); sum 
of money invested in an enterprise. 5 (р/) 
money to be contended for, esp in a horse- 
race; such a race: the trial ~s at Newmarket.a 
vt 1 support with a stake: ~ newly planted 
trees. 2 mark (an area) with stakes: ~ outa 
claim (to land, etc). 3 risk (money, one’s 
hopes, etc): Га ~ my life on it, am very con- 
fident about it. 

'stake-holder, person who keeps the 
stakes(3) until the result (of a race, etc) is 
known. 

stal-ac-tite /'stezloktait US: sto'lek-/ п [С] 
length of lime hanging from the roof of a cave 
as water drips from it. 

stal-ag-mite /'stelogmait US: sta'leg-/ п 
[C] length of lime mounting upwards from the 
floor of a cave as water containing lime drips 
from the roof. 

stale /steil/ adj1 (of food) dry and unappetiz- 
ing because not fresh: ~ bread. 2 uninterest- 
ing because heard before: ~ news/jokes. 3 (of 
athletes, musicians, etc) no longer able toper- 
form really well because of too much playing, 
training, practice, etc: become ~. a vi become 
stale: Are there any pleasures that never ~? 
stale-ness n[U] 

stale-mate /'steilmeit/ п [СЗ] 1 (chess) pos- 
ition of the pieces from which no further move 
is possible. 2 (fig) any stage of a dispute at 
which further action by either side seems to be 
impossible. с vt 1 (chess) reduce a player toa 
stalemate. 2 (fig) bring to a standstill. 

stalk’ /sto:k/ п [С] part of a plant that sup- 
ports a flower or flowers, a leaf or leaves, or a 
fruit or fruits. 

Stalk? /sto:k/ vt,vi 1 walk with slow, stiff 
strides, esp in a proud, self-important or seri- 
ous way: ~ out of the room. 2 move quietly 
and cautiously towards (wild animals, etc) in 
order to get near: ~ deer. 


stall /stand 638 


‘stalker, person who stalks animals. 

stall /sto:1/.n [C] 1 compartment for one ani- 
та! ша stable or cattle shed. 2 table or small, 
open shop, etc used by a trader ina market, on 
a street, in a railway-station, etc: a ‘book-/ 
'flower-|'coffee-~. 3 (pl) seats in the part of a 
theatre nearest to the stage..4 fixed seat for the 
special use of a clergyman (usually in the choir 
or chancel): canon’s/dean’s ~. 5 condition of 
an aircraft when its speed has decreased to the 
point at which it no longer responds to the 
controls. а vt,vi 1 place or keep (an animal) in 
a stall(1). 2 (eg оГа car engine) fail to keep go- 
ing through insufficient power or speed; (of a 
driver) cause an engine to stop from such a 
cause. 3 (of an aircraft) cause to be, become, 
out of control through loss of speed. 4 avoid 


about/out of the room. stamp sth out, 
crush, destroy, end: ~ out.a fire in the grass/a 
rebellion|an epidemic disease. 3 print (a design, 
lettering, the date, etc) on paper, cloth or 
other surface: The girl forgot to ~ my library 
books, mark the date by which they should be 
returned. 4 put a stamp(4) on (a letter, etc): / 
enclose a ~ed, addressed envelope for your 
reply. 5 give shape to something (eg pieces of 
metal) with a die or cutter.:6 (fig) impress: He 
~ed his authority|personality on the game, eg 
of a great footballer. 

'stamp-ing-ground, (a) place where speci- 
fied animals, eg elephants, may usually be 
found. (b) place where specified people often 
gather: Soho, the ~ing-ground in London of 
those who-enjoy exotic food. 


giving ‘а саг answer to.a question, makinga stam-pede /stem!pi:d/n[C] sudden rush of 


decision, (an order to get more time): ~ for 
time. 

stallion /'stelon/ и [С] uncastrated fully 
grown malehorse, esp used for breeding. — 


frightened people or animals. 0 vi,vt 1 take 
part in a stampede; cause to do this. 2 force or 
frighten a person into action: Don’t be ~d into 
buying the house. 


stal-wart /'sts:lwot/ adj (formal) 1 tall and stance /stens/” [К] 1 (in golf, cricket) posi- 


muscular; solidly built. 2 firm and deter- 
mined: ~ supporters. о п С] loyal supporter 


tion taken for.a stroke. 2 person’s intellectual 
attitude. 


(of a political party, etc). stand’ /stend/ п [С] 1 make a stand, be 


sta-men /'stermon/ и [С] male part of a flow- 
er, bearing pollen. 

stamina /'stemins/n[U]-energy and physic- 
al, mental and moral strength, enabling.a per- 
son or animal to work hard for a long time, to 
survive a serious illness, to deal with serious 
problems, etc. 

stam-mer /'stzma(r)/ vi,vt 1 speak with a 
tendency to repeat rapidly the same sound or 
syllable, as in ‘G-g-give me that b-b-book’. 2 
say something in this.confused or halting way: 
~ out arequest..an([C} (tendency to) stammer- 
ing talk. 
stam-merer, person who stammers. 

stamp‘ /stamp/ n{C] 1 act of stamping with 
the foot: a.~ of impatience. 2 something used 
to make a mark or design on a surface: a rub- 
Бег ~, one on which a design, words, etc are 
cut (used for printing dates, signatures, ad- 
dresses, etc). 3 design, word(s), etc made by 
stamping on a surface. 4 piece of printed 
paper stuck on envelopes (also ‘postage- 


ready to resist or fight: make a ~ against the 
enemy. 2 position taken up: He took his ~ 


‘near the window. 3 small article of furniture, 


support, etc on or in which things may be 
placed: a 'music-/‘hat-~. 4 structure from 
which things are sold or exhibited: а '‘news~; 
the British ~s at the Hanover Fair. 5 place 
where vehicles may stand in tine in a:street, etc 
while waiting for passengers: a ‘taxi-~. 6 
structure, usually sloping, where people may 
stand or sit to watch races, sports-meetings, 
etc: a seat in the ~s. > grandstand. 7 engage- 
ment by a theatrical company when touring 
the-country. a one-night ‘stand, (fig) а 50- 
cial meeting between two people that will not 
be repeated. 8 (US) witness-box (in a law 
court): take the~. 

'‘stand-point, point of view: from the ~point 
of the consumer. 

'stand-still, Бе at/come to/bring sth to 
a standstill, (of progress, motion) stop, be 
stopped. 


stamp), documents, etc to show the postage stand? /stend/ vi,vt (pt,pp stood /stud/) (For 


paid, the insurance contribution, duty paid, 
etc. $ (usually sing) characteristic mark or 
quality: He bears the ~ of genius. 6 (usually 
sing) kind; class: men of that~. 
'‘stamp-atbum, one in which a collector of 
postage-stamps keeps his specimens. 
‘'stamp-coliector, person who collects 
postage-stamps. 
‘stamp-duty, tax imposed on certain kinds 
of legaldocuments. 
stamp? /stzmp/ vt,vi1 put (one’s foot) down 
with force-{on something): ~ one’s foot; ~-on 
a spider. 2 move (about, etc) doing this: ~ 


special uses with adverbial particles and ‘pre- 
positions, > 10 below.) 1 have, take, keep, an 
upright position; balance, support, the body 
on the feet: He was too weak to~w. S~ing room 
only, all seats are occupied, eg та bus or cine- 
ma. His hair stood on end, ie with terror. He 
~s six foot two, is of this hetght when stand- 
ing. & also handstand. 2 rise*to the feet: S~ 
up, please. Everyone stood (up) as the President 
entered. 3 remain without change: Let the 
words ~, don’t alter them or take them out. 
stand firm/fast, not give way, ‘retreat, 


“Change one’s views, etc. 4 be in-a-certain-con- 
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dition or situation: As affairs now ~..., AS 
they are:at present... / ~~ corrected, accept that 
| was. wrong, etc. He ~s alone among his col- 
leagues, None of them equals him im ability, 
etc. S~ clear of the gates, eg as a warning 
when they are about to be closed. 5:have acer- 
tain: place; be situated: These dishes ~ оп the 
top shelf. The house ~s on the hill. Where does 
Tom ~ in class, What is his position (in order 
of ability, etc)? G@ cause to be placed in am up- 
right position: S~ the ladder against the wall. 
S~ the empty barrels on the floor. 7 put up 
.with; bear: He can’t ~ hot weather. I can’t ~ 
that woman, strongly dislike her. stand 
one’s ground, (fig) not give way in an argu- 
ment. stand (опе’$) trial, be tned (m a 
court of law). 8 provide at one’s expense: ~ а 
friend a good dinner. 9 stand on ceremony, 
2> ceremony(2). stand a (сооароог, etc) 
chanee fof...), > chance' (3). И stands 
to reason (that), > reason'(3). stand to 
win/gain/lose sth, be im a position where 
one is likely to win, etc: What do we ~ to gain 
by the treaty? 
10 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions). 
stand aside, (a) be inactive, do nothing: He 
never ~s aside when something needs doing. 
(b) move to one side: S~ aside and let me 
pass. 
stand at, be at acertain level (ona scale, etc): 
The temperature stood at 30°C. 
stand back, (a) move back: The policeman 
ordered us to ~ back. (b) be situated away 
from: The house ~s back from the road. 
stand by, (a) look on without domg any- 
thing: How can you ~ by and see such cruelty? 
сз bystander. (b) be ready for action: The 
troops are ~ing by. stand by sb, support; 
show oneself to be a good friend: РИ ~ by you 
whatever happens. stand by sth, be faithful 
to (a promise, one’s word, etc). Hence, 
‘stand-by, (а) state of readiness: The troops 
are on 24-hour ~by, ready to move at 24 
hours’ notice. (b) persom or thing that one 
may depend on: Aspirin is a good ~by for 
headaches. 
stand down, (a) leave a witness-box or 
similar position. (b) (of a candidate) with- 
draw. 
stand for sth, (a) represent: ‘Cm’ ~ for 
‘centimetre. (b) (СВ) be a candidate for: ~ 
for Parliament. (c) (informal) tolerate: She 
says She’s not going to ~ for any disobedience. 
> 7 above. 
stand in (for sb), take the place of, eg a per- 
son who is ill. Hence, 'stand-in, person who 
does this. 
stand off, remain at a distance; move away. 
stand-'off-ish adj unfriendly and distant in 
behaviour. 
stand out, (a) be easily seen above or 


among others: Does: your work ~ out from that 
of others? Is it obviously. better? & outstand- 
ing. stand out a mile, be obvious: Her abil- 
ity ~s out a mile. (b) continue to resist: The 
troops stood out against the enemy until help ar- 
rived. 
stand over sb, supervise, watch closely: Un- 
less I ~~ over him he makes all sorts of mistakes. 
stand up, > 2 above. 'stand-up:adj (a) (of 
a meal) eaten while standing: а ,~-up ‘buffet. 
(b) (of a fight) violent and hard-hitting. 
stand sb: up, (informal) not keep an ap- 
pointment: First she agreed to come out with 
me, then she stood me up. stand up for sb, 
support; take the part of; defend. stand up 
to: sth, (of materials) remain in good condi- 
tion after long or hard use, etc: metals that ~ 
up well to high temperatures. 

stan-dard /'stzndod/'n [С] 1 distinctive flag, 
esp one to which loyalty is given or asked: the 
royal ~, eg as flown to show that the Queen is 
im residence. 2 (often as an adjective) some- 
thing used аз a test or measure for weights, 
lengths, qualities or for the required degree of 
excellence: ~ weights and measures; set a high 
~ for candidates in an examination; ahigh~ of 
living, one with plenty of material comforts, 
etc; ~ authors, accepted as good. be up to/ 
below standard, be equal to, not so good 
as, normal, ес: Their work is not up to ~. — 
gold standard. 3 (often used as. an adjective) 
upright support; pole or column. 
‘standard bearer, (a) person carrying a 
standard(1). (b) (fig) prominent leader. 
‘standard lamp, tall one with its base on the 
floor. 
standard time, time officially adopted for 
(part of) а country. 

stan-dard-ize (also -ise) /'stendodaiz/ vt 
make of one size, shape, quality, etc according 
to fixed standards: The parts of mator-vehicles 
are usually ~d. 
stan-dard-iz-ation (also -isation) 
| ,stendodar'zerfn US: -di'z-/ n[U] 

stand-ing /'stendin/ 1 [U] duration: a debt 
of long ~. 2 [СУ] position or reputation; (if 
there is no adjective) established position: men 
of high ~ ; amember in full ~. о adjestablished 
and permanent; ready for use: a~ committee, 
а permanent one that meets regularly; a ~ 
order for newspapers and periodicals, to be 
delivered regularly. 

stank /stenk/ pt of stink. 

stan:-za /'stenzo/ п [С] (pl ~s) group of 
rhymed lines forming a division in some forms 
of poem. 

staple’ /'sterp!/ л [С] 1 U-shaped metal pin 
hammered into a surface, to hold something 
in position. 2 U-shaped part of a padlock. 3 
piece of wire pushed through sheets of paper 
and bent to hold them together. с vt fasten: or 
fit with a staple. 
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sta-pler /‘sterplo(r)/, small device for fixing 
papers together with staples(3). 

staple? /'sterpl/ 1 1 [С] chief sort of article or 
goods produced or traded in: Cotton is one of 
the ~s of Egypt. 2 [U] fibre of cotton, wool, 
etc (as determining its quality): cetton of 
short|/fine ~. 3 (used as an adjective) forming 
the chief part: [5 coffee still the ~ product of 
Brazil? Rice is the ~ diet (= the principal 
food) of many people in Asia. 

star /sta:(r)/[C]1 any one of the bodies seen 
in the sky at night as distant points of light. 
see stars, seem to see flashes of light, eg as 
the result of a hit on the head. 2 figure or de- 
sign with points round it, suggesting a star by 
its shape; an asterick (*): a five-~ ho'tel, of the 
highest grade. 3 badge of rank (worn by offic- 
ers on the shoulder-strap). 4 planet or heaven- 
ly body regarded as influencing a person’s for- 
tune, etc: born under a lucky ~. 5 person fam- 
Ous as a Singer, actor, actress, etc: the ~s of 
stage and screen; 'рор ~s.0 vi,vt (-rr-) 1 mark 
or decorate with, or as with, stars. 2 mark with 
an asterisk, etc to direct attention to some- 
thing; Гуе ~red the important articles to read. 
3 be a star(5) (in a play, film, etc); present (a 
person) as astar(5). 
'star-dom /-dom/, status of being a star(5). 
'star-fish, sea-animal shaped like a star. 
'star-let /-lit/, young successful actress. 
'star-light, light from the stars. Hence, 
Istar-lit adj. 
star-less adj with no stars to be seen: a ~less 
sky|night. 
starry /'sta:ri/ adj lighted by, shining like, 
stars:a~ry night. 
;starry-'eyed adj (informal) full of ideas but 
impractical: ,~ry-eyed re'formers. 

star-board /'sta:bo:d/ п [U] right side of a 
ship or aircraft from the point of view of a per- 
son looking forward. © port?®. 

starch /sta:tf[/ п [9] 1 white, tasteless food 
substance, as in potatoes, grain, etc. 2 this 
substance prepared in powered form and used 
for stiffening cotton clothes, etc. 3 (fig) stiff- 
ness of manner; formality. о vt make, eg shirt 
collars, stiff with starch. 
starchy adj (-ier, -iest) of, like, containing, 
starch: ~y foods. 

stare /stea(r)/ vi,vt 1 look fixedly; (of eyes) be 
wide open: Do you like being ~d at? She was 
staring into the distance. They all ~d with asto- 
nishment. 2 stare one in the face, (fig) be 
obvious, be right in front of one: The book I 
was looking for was staring me in the асе. оп 
[С] staring look: a rude ~. 

stark /sta:k/ adj 1 stiff, esp in death. 2 com- 
plete: ~ madness. о advcompletely: ~ naked. 

star-ling /'sta:lin/ п [С] common small bird 
(black with brown-spotted plumage). 

starry /'sta:ri/ > star. 

start’ /sta:t/ п [С] 1 beginning of a journey, 
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activity, etc: make an early ~; the ~ of arace; 
from ~ to finish. 2 (sing only) amount of time 
or distance by which one person starts in front 
of competitors: They didn’t give me much/any 
~. He got a good ~ (= a position of advan- 
tage) in life/business. 3 sudden movement of 
surprise, fear, etc: He sat up witha ~. by fits 
and starts, in sudden short periods, not 
regularly. make afresh start, © fresh(3). 

start? /sta:t/ vi,vt (Note: begin may replace 
start in 1,2,6 below.) 1 leave; set out: We must 
~ (out) early. We ~ed at six. 2 take the first 
action; show the first sign of: ~ work. It ~ed 
raining. It’s ~ing to rain. 3 make a beginning: 
~ (on) one’s journey home. 4 make a sudden 
movement (from pain, surprise, fear, etc) or 
change of position: He ~ed at the sound of my 
voice. 5 set going; originate, bring into exis- 
tence; cause: This news ~ed me thinking. The 
smoke ~ed her coughing. A rich uncle ~ed him 
in business, helped him, eg by supplying capi- 
tal. 6 to start with, (a) in the first place: To 
~ with, we haven’ t enough money, and secondly 
we haven't enough time. (b) at the beginning: 
We had only six members to ~ with. 
7 (special uses with adverbial particles and pre- 
positions): 
start back, begin to return: /t’s time we ~ed 
back (eg said while out walking). | 
start off, begin to move: The horse ~ed off 
ata steady trot. 
start out (to do sth), (informal) take the 
first steps: ~ out to write a novel. 
start sth up, put (an engine, etc) in motion: 
We couldn’ t ~ up the car. 
'starting-block, shaped block for the feet at 
the start of a race. 
'start-ing-gate, barrier where horses start a 
race. 
'start-ing-point, place at which a start is 
made. 
Istart-ing-post, place from which competi- 
tors start in a race. 
'start-ing-price, (horse-racing) the odds just 
before the start of a race. 
star-ter, (a) person, horse, etc that takes 
part in a race: There were only five ~ers in the 
last race. (b) person who gives the signal for a 
race to start. (c) device for causing an engine 
to start working. (d) (informal) first course.of 
a meal. 

startle /'sta:tl/ уг give a shock of surprise to; 
cause to move or jump: be ~d out of one’s 
sleep; be ~d out of one’s wits, suffer a sudden 
great shock. What startling news! 

starve /sta:v/ vi,vt 1 (cause to) suffer or die 
from hunger: ~ to death. They tried to ~ the 
soldiers out, force them to surrender by 
preventing them from getting supplies of 
food. be starved of, (fig) be in great need of: 
The children were ~ed of affection. 2 (infor- 
mal) feel hungry: What time’s dinner? Гт 
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starving! 
star-va-tion /sta:'veifn/ и [U] suffering or 
death caused by having no food: die of starva- 
tion. 

state’ /steit/ п [C] 1 (sing only) condition in 
which a person or thing is (in circumstances, 
appearance, mind, health, etc): The house was 
ina dirty ~. She’s ina poor ~ of health. state 
of 'play, (a) (sport) score. (b) (fig) how par- 
ties in dispute stand in relation to one another 
(as likely to win or lose). 2 (often S~) organ- 
ized political community with a government; 
territory in which this exists; such a commun- 
ity forming part of a federal republic: Rail- 
ways in Great Britain belong to the S~. How 
many S~s are there in the United States of 
America? 3 (used as an adjective) of, for, con- 
cerned with, the State(2): ~ documents] 
recordsjarchives. 4 [U] civil government: 
Church and S~; S~ schools, contrasted with 
Church or private schools. 5 [U] rank; dignity: 
persons in every ~ of life. 6 [U] ceremonial for- 
mality: The President was received in ~. 7 
(used as an adjective) of or for ceremony and 
formality: the ~ apartments at the palace. 8 lie 
in state, be placed on view in a public place 
before burial. 
state coach, one used by a monarch on 
ceremonial occasions. 
the 'State Department, (US) of foreign 
Affairs. 
'State-house, building in which a govern- 
ment of a State holds meetings. 
'state-room, private cabin (or sleeping- 
compartment) on a steamer (and, in US, ina 
railway-carriage). 
state school, one paid for by the govern- 
ment, with free education. 
state-less adj(of a person) not recognized as 
a citizen or national of any country: ~/ess per- 
sons, eg some political refugees. 
state-ly adj (-ier, -iest) impressive; dignified: 
the ~ly homes of England, those of the nobil- 
ity, etc. 

state? /steit/ vt express in words, esp care- 
fully, fully and clearly: ~ one’s views. 
stated adj made known; announced: at ~d 
times|intervals. 
state-ment, (a) [U] expression in words. 
(b) [C] stating of facts, views, a problem, etc 
(spoken or written); report: a 'bank ~ment, 
make a ~ment (in court), give a formal 
account in a law court of the cause of a legal 
action or its defence. 

states-man /'steitsman/ м [С] (p/ -men) 1 
person taking an important part in the ma- 
nagement of State affairs. 2 person with skill 
and ability in State affairs. 
'states-man-like adj gifted with, showing, 
wisdom in public affairs. 
'‘states-man:ship /-Jip/ и [Ч] skill and wis- 
dom in managing public affairs. 


static /'stztik/ adj at rest; in a state of ba- 
lance: Sales are ~, not increasing or de- 
creasing. 

sta-tion /'stei{n/ 1 [С] 4 place, building, etc 
where a service is organized and provided: a 
'bus/po'lice-~. 2 position, or relative position, 
to be taken up or maintained by a person or 
thing: battle ~s, positions for fighting. 3 
stopping-place for railway trains. 4 social 
position, rank: people in all ~s of life. 5 mili- 
tary or naval base; those living there. о vt put 
(a person, oneself, etc) at or in a certain place: 
The detective ~ed himself among the bushes, 
hid there. 
'station-master, person in charge of a rail- 
way Station. 
'station-wagon, (dated) estate car. 

sta-tion-ary /'steifnri US: -neri/ adj 1 not 
intended to be moved from place to place: a~ 
crane/engine. г> mobile(1). 2 not moving or 
changing: remain ~. 

sta-tioner /'steifano(r)/ п [С] dealer in 
stationery. 

sta-tion-ery /'steifnri US: -пеп/ п [U] 
paper, envelopes, etc for writing. 

Sstat-is-tics /sto'tistiks/ п [U] 1 (used with a 
pl verb) collection of information shown in 
numbers: S~ suggest that the population will 
double in ten years’ time. 2 (used with a sing 
verb) the science of statistics. 
Stat-is-ti-cal /sta'tistikl/ adj of statistics: 
Statistical evidence. 
stat-is-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

stat-is-ti-cian /,steti'sti{n/ и [С] expert in 
statistics. 

statue /'stztfu:/ п [С] figure of a person, ani- 
mal, etc in wood, stone, bronze, etc, usually of 
life size or more than life size. 
statu-ette /,stztfu'et/, small statue. 

stat-ure /'stetfa(r)/ п [U] 1 (person’s) 
natural bodily height. 2 (fig) mental or moral 
quality. 

status /'steitos/ п [0] person’s legal, social or 
professional position in relation to others: 
have no official ~, no official position. 
'status symbol, something which 15 
thought to be evidence of social rank, wealth, 
etc, eg a large, expensive car. 

stat-ute /'statfu:t/ п [С] (written) law passed 
by Parliament or other law-making body. 
'statute-book, book(s) containing statutes. 
statu-tory /'stetfotri US: -to:r/ adj fixed, 
done, required, by statute: statutory control of 
incomes. 

staunch! /sto:ntf/ (US also stanch /sta:ntf 
US: stentJ/) vt stop the flow of (esp blood). 

staunch? /sto:nt{/ adj (of a friend, supporter, 
etc) loyal; firm. 
staunchly adv 

stave’ /sterv/ п [С] 1 one of the curved pieces 
of wood used for the side of a barrel or tub. 2 
(music) = staff(6). 3 stanza; verse. 
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stave? /steiv/ vt,vi (pt,pp ~d-or stove /stauv/) 
1 break, smash, make a hole in: The side of the 
yacht was ~d in by the collision. 2 stave sth 
off, keep off, delay (danger, disaster, bank- 
rupicy, etc): 

Stay' /stei/ vi,vt 1 be, remain, in a place or 
condition: ~ in the housejat homejin bed; ~ 
(= be a guest) at a hotel/with friends. Гт too 
busy to{I can’t ~, must leave now. stay т. 
not go outdoors. stay out, (a) remain out- 
doors: Tell the children they mustn't ~ out 
after dark. (b) remain on strike: The miners 
~ed out for several weeks. stay up, not go to 
bed: J wed up reading until midnight. come to 
stay. (informal) become, or seem likely to be, 
permanent: Has shoulder-length hair for men 
come to ~? 2 continue ш a certain state: ~ 
single, not marry. He never ~s sober far long, 
frequently gets: drunk. stay ‘put, (informal) 
remain where placed..3:stop, delay, postpone: 
~ the progress о} a disease. 4 be able to. con- 
tinue (work, etc); show endurance: The horse 
has по '~ing power. stay the course, (a) be 
able to continue to the end of the race. (b) 
(fig) continue the struggle, etc. an [C] 1 period 
of staying(1): make a short ~ in Karachi. 2 
(legal) delay; postponement. a stay of 
execution, that an order of the court need 
not be carried out immediately. 

stay? /stei/ и [С] 1: горе or wire supporting а 
mast, pole, etc. 2 (pl) (dated name for) kind of 
reinforced corset. с vf support. by means of a 
wire, rope or prop. 

stead-fast /'stedfa:st US: -fest/ adj un- 
changing; keeping firm (10): a~ gaze. 
stead-fast-ly adv 

steady /'stedi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 firmly fixed 
or supported; balanced; not likely to fall over: 
make a table ~, eg by repairing a leg; not very 
~ on one’s legs,.eg of a person after a long ill- 
ness, 2 regular in movement, speed, direction, 
etc: a~ speed|rate of progress. 3 regular in be- 
haviour, habits, etc: a ~ worker. 4 constant, 
unchanging: а ~ purpose. п adv = steadily. 
go steady, (informal) go about regularly 
with a person: of the opposite sex, though not 
yet engaged to marry: Are Tony and Jane go- 
ing ~? on[C] (pl -ies) (s/) regular boyfriend or 
girlfriend. o vt,vi make, become, keep; steady: 
~ а boat; ~ oneself by holding on to the rail, eg 
on the deck of a ship that is rolling. 
stead-ily /'stedoli/ adv in a regular manner. 
His health is getting steadily worse. 

steak /steik/ и [СУ] (thick slice of) meat or 
fish for frying, grilling,.stewing, etc. 

steal /sti:l/ vt,vi. (pt stole /staul/, pp stolen 
|'staoion/).1 take: (a person’s. property) secret- 
ly, without right: Someone has stolen my 
watch. 2 obtain by surprise or a. trick: ~ a 
glance at her in the mirror. 3 х thunder¢2). 
move,. come,. go. (т, ош, away, etc) secretly 
and quietly: He stale out of theroom. 
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steam /sti:m/ м [U] 1 gas or vapour which 
rises from boiling water: ~-covered windows. 
2 power obtained from steam: The ship was 
able to proceed under her own ~, using her own 
engines and not needing to be towed. Full 
steam ahead! order to go forward at full 
speed. 3 (fiz) (informal) energy. let off 
steam, release surplus energy or emotion; 
become less excited. run out of steam, 
become exhausted. under ene’s own 
‘steam, without help from others. о vi,vt 1 
give out steam or vapour: ~ing hot coffee. 2 
move, work, ete under (ог аз if under) the 
power of steam: a ship: ~ing up the Red Sea. 3 
cook, soften, clean, by the use of steam: ~ 
fish. 4 steam up, become misty with еоп- 
densed steam: The windows ~ed up. 
'steam-boat, vessel moved by steam. 
'steam-engine, one worked or driven by 
pressure of steam. 

;steam-roller п [С] heavy engine with wide 
wheels, used to make roads flat. с vt (fig) use 
force to destroy opposition (to a plan, ete}. 
'steam-:ship, ship: driven by steam. 
steamer, (а) = steamship. (b) vessel in 
which food is steamed. 

steamy adj (-ier, -iest) of, like, full of, steam: 
the ~y heat of the tropics. 

steel /sti:l/ п [U] hard alloy of iron and car- 
ben: or other elements, used for knives, tools, 
machinery, etc. о vt harden: ~ oneself/one’s 
heart (against pity). 

steel band, band of musicians who use old 
oil drums, etc:as percussion instruments. = 
;steel-'plated adj covered with steel plates. 
steel wool, fine steel shavings (used for 
scouring and polishing). 

'steel-works, (often used with a sing verb) 
factory where steel is made. 

steep’ /sti:p/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (of a slope) ris- 
ing or falling sharply: а ~ gradient{path{ 
descent. 2 (informal) (of a demand) unreason- 
able; excessive: It’s a bit ~ that I should pay for 
all of your clothes! 

steep-ly adv 

steep-ness n[U] 

steep? /sti:p/ vt,vi1 soak or bathe in liquid: ~ 
sheets in bleach. 2 (fig) become full of; get a 


_ thorough knowledge of: ~ed in ignorance; a 


scholar ~ed inGreek history. 

steepte /'sti:pl/ п. [С] high tower with a spire, 
rising above the roof of a church. 
'steeple-chase, race with obstacles such as 
fences, hedges and ditches. 
Isteeple-jack, man who climbs steeples, tall 
chimney-stacks, etc to do repairs. 

steer’ /stio(r)/ п [С] young male of the ox 
family, esp castrated and raised for beef. 

steer’ /stio(r)/ vt,vi direct the course of (a 
boat, ship, car, etc): ~ north; ~ by the stars. 
steer ciear of, (fig) avoid. 
'steer-ing-wheel, wheel used to control the 
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direction of acar, boat,etc. 

stel-lar /'stela(r)/ adj (formal) of stars: ~ 
light. 

stem! /stem/ п[С] 1 part of a plant coming up 
from the roots; part of a:leaf, flower or fruit 
that joins it to the main stalk or twig. 2 part 
hike a stem, eg the narrow part of a wineglass 
or a tobacco pipe. 3.(grant) root.or main :part 
of a noun or-verb from which other-words are 
made by additions. ой (-mm-) stem from, 
have as origin: His illness ~s from the period 
he. lived in the:tropics. 

stem? /stem/ vt:(-mm-) 1 check,:stop, damiup 
(a stream, a flow of liquid, etc). 2 make pro- 
gress against the:resistance of: ~ the tide. 

stench jstent{/i2{C]:horrid smell. 

sten-cil /‘stensl/ м [С] thin sheet of metal, 
cardboard, waxed paper, etc with letters.orde- 
signs cut through at; lettering, destgn, ес 
printed through astencil.-o v1-(4I-, US-also -1-) 
produce (a pattern, wording, etc) by using.a 
stencil. 

step’ /step/.n 1 act of stepping-once; distance 
covered by doing this: He was walking with 
slow ~s. step by step, gradually. watch 
one’s step, © watch’. 2 sound made by 
somebody walking; way of:walking (as seen or 
heard): That's Lucy—d recognize her ~. 3 
be/get in/out of step: with}, (a) putjnot 
put the right foot to the ground at the same 
time as others (in marching, dancing). (b) 
conform/not conform with other members of 
a group: He's out of ~ with the official view. 
keep step with, march m step with. -4-one 
action in a series of actions in order to do 
something: take ~s to prevent the spread-of in- 
fluenza; а faise ~,.a mistaken action. What's 
the next ~? What must I/we do next?:be one 
step ahead (of sb), have an advantage 
(over him). 5 place for the foot when going 
from one level to another: The child was sitting 
on the bottom ~. 6 grade, rank; promotion: 
When do you get your next ~ up? When will 
you be promoted? 7 (p/) (also.a pair of ~s) = 
step-ladder. _ 

'step-ladder, portable folding ladder with 
steps, not rungs. 

step? /step/ vi,vt (-pp-) 1 move the foot, or 
one foot after the other (forward, or ш the 


direction shown): ~ across a stream; ~ over a 


puddle; ~ into a boat. 2 (uses with adverbial 
particles and prepositions): 

step aside, (a) move to one side. (b) (fig) 
let another person:take one’s place. 

step down, (fig) resign (to-make way for an- 
other person). 

step in, (fig) intervene (either to help or 10 
obstruct). 

step'sth.up, increase: ~ up produciion; ~ up 
the campaign, put more effort into it. 
'step-ping-stone, (a) stones in a shallow 
stream, so that it can be crossed without get- 


‘stellar / stew. 


ting wet. (b) (fiz) means of getting something: 
a first о ping-stone to success. 

step- /step/ prefix (used to show a relation- 
ship not by blood but by a later marriage): 
‘step-child/-son/-daughter, child of an 
earlier. marriage of one’s wife or husband. 
'step-brother/-sister, .child of an earlier 
marriage of one’s stepfather or stepmother. 
'step-father/-mother, one’s parent’s later 
husband, wife. 

stereo /‘steriou/ и (pi ~s) 1 {U] (abbr of) 
stereophonic: in ~, with stereophonic sound. 
2 [К] stereophonic record-player. 

stereo-phonic /,sterio'fomk/ adj 1 (of 
‘broadcast and recorded sound, using two sep- 
arately placed doudspeakers) giving the effect 
of naturally distrébuted sound: .a-~ recording. 
2 (of apparatus) designed for recording or 
reproducing sound inthis way. 

stereo-type /'steriataip/ и {C] &езр) fixed 
phrase, idea, belief..o vt (of phrases, ideas,:etc) 
used and repeated without change: ~d greet- 
ings, eg ‘Good morning’, ‘How d’you do”? 

ster-ile /'stera:l US: 'sterl/ adj 1 not produc- 
ing, not able to produce, seeds or offspring. 2 
(of land) ‘barren. 3 (fig) having no result; pro- 
‘ducing nothing: a ~ discussion. 4 free from 
living germs. 
ste-ril-ity /sto'rilati/ п [О] being sterile. 
ster-il-iz-ation (also -isation) /,stero- 
lar'zerfn US: -hi'z-/n[U] 
sterilize (also -ise) /‘steralaiz/ vt make 
sterile. 

ster-ling /'sta:lin/ adj 1 (of gold and silver) of 
standard value and purity. 2 (fig) of solid 
worth; genuine: ~ qualities. в п {U] British 
money: payable in~. 

stern’ /sts:n/ аа (ег, -est) 1 demanding and 
enforcing obedience: а ~ teacher. 2 severe; 
strict: a~ face/look. 
stern-ly adv 
stern-ness n[U] 

stern? /sts:n/[C] rear end of a ship or boat. 

ster-num /'sts:nam/ in [С] (p/ ~s) (anat) nar- 
row bone in the front of the chest (also called 
'breast-bone) connecting the collar-bone and 
the.top seven pairs of ribs. 

stetho-scope /'steSoskaup/ п [К] instru- 
ment for listening to the beating of the heart, 
sounds of breathing, etc. 

stet-son /'stetsn/ п [С] man’s hat with a high 
crown and a wide brim. 

steve-dore /'sti:vado:(r)/ и [С] man whose 
work is loading and unloading ships. 

stew /stju: US: stu:/ vt,vicook, be cooked, in 
water or juice,-slowly in a closed dish, pan, etc: 
~ed chicken|fruit. let a person ,;stew in 
his own ‘juice, do nothing to help him 
(when he is in trouble for which Ве is himself 
responsible). а n 1 [C,U] (4136 of) stewed 
meat, etc: lamb ~. 2 be in/get into/a stew 
(about sth), (informal a nervous, ‘excited 


steward /stile 


condition. 


stew-ard /'stju:od US: 'stu:-/ п [С] 1 man 


who attends to the needs of passengers in a 
ship or airliner. 2 man responsible for organ- 
izing details of a race-meeting, public meeting, 
show, etc: The hecklers were thrown out by the 
^5. 3 = shop steward. 

stew-ard-ess /'stu:ordis/ и [С] woman 
steward(1). 

stick’ /stik/[C]1 thin branch broken, cut or 
fallen, from a bush, tree, etc. 2 such a branch 
cut to a convenient length, piece of cane cut, 
shaped, etc for a special purpose: The old man 
cannot walk without a ('walking-)~. We have 
only a few ~s of furniture, furniture of the sim- 
plest kind. > hockey stick. have/get hold 
of the wrong end of the stick, be con- 
fused; misunderstand things completely. > 
also cleave(2). 3 slender piece (of chalk, 
sealing-wax, celery, etc). 

stick? /stik/ vt,vi (pt,pp stuck /stak/) (For 
special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions, & 7 below.) 1 push (something 
pointed) (into, through, etc): ~ a fork into a 
potato. 2 (of something pointed) be, remain, 
in a position by the point: The needle stuck т 
my finger. 3 (cause to) be or become joined or 
fastened with, or as with, paste, glue or other 
substance: ~ a stamp on a letter. be/get 
stuck with (sb/sth), (5/) permanently in- 
volved with; unable to escape from: /t looks as 
if Гт stuck with the job of clearing up this mess. 
> throat(2). 4 (informal) put (in some posi- 
tion or place), esp quickly or carelessly: He 
stuck his pen behind his ear|his hands in his 
pockets] the papers т a drawer. 5 be or become 
fixed; fail to work properly: The key stuck in 
the lock, could not be turned or taken out. 6 
(informal) put up with; bear: / can’t ~ it any 
longer. > stick it out. 
7 (special uses with adverbial particles and pre- 
positions): 
stick around, (informal) stay in or near a 
place: S~ around; we may need you. 
stick at sth, (a) stop short of, hesitate at: 
He ~s at nothing, allows no feelings of doubt, 
etc to stop him. (b) keep on with: He ~s at his 
work ten hours а day. 
stick sth down, (a) (informal) put down: 
S~ it down anywhere you like. (b) (informal) 
write down. (c) fasten with paste, etc: ~ down 
(the flap of) an envelope. 
stick sth on, fasten it with paste, etc: ~ ona 
label. 
stick sth out, (cause to) project, stand out: 
with his chest stuck out; a rude boy ~ing his 
tongue out at his sister. Don’t ~ your head out 
of the window. stick it out, (informal) put up 
with hardship, etc until the end. > 6 above. 
stick one’s neck out, > neck'(1). stick 
out for sth, refuse to give way until one gets 
(something demanded): Тйеу’ге ~ing out for 
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higher wages. stick out a mile, be extremely 
obvious. 
stick to sb/sth, (a) be faithful to (one’s 
ideals, a friend, etc). (b) remain determined: 
~ 10 aresolution. (с) continue at: ~ to a time- 
table, do something in the time agreed. 
stick together, (informal) (of persons) re- 
main loyal or friendly to one another. 
stick up, project upwards (and out of): The 
branch was ~ing up out of the water. stick 
sb/sth up, (s/) threaten to shoot ш order to 
rob: ~ up a bank. Hence, 'stick-up n [C]. 
stick up for sbh/oneself/sth, defend, sup- 
port: ~ up for one’s friends. 
stick with sb/sth, remain loyal to, conti- 
nue to support: ~ with a friend/an ideal. 
sticker /'stiko(r)/ п [С] adhesive label. 
stick-ing plas-ter /'stikin pla:sta(r) US: 
plestor/n[C,U] > plaster(2). 

stick-in-the-mud /'stik in дэ mad/ я [С] 
conservative, stubborn person. 

stick-ler /'stikla(r)/ п [С] stickler for, 
person who insists on the importance of some- 
thing: He’sa~ for being on time. 

sticky /'stiki/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 that sticks or 
tends to stick to anything that touches it: ~ 
fingers. 2 come to a sticky end, (5/) die in 
an unpleasant and painful way. 3 (informal) 
making, likely to make, objections, be un- 
helpful, etc: be ~ about an overdraft. 

Stiff /stif/ adj (-er, -est) 1 not easily bent ог 
changed in shape: a sheet of ~ cardboard; have 
a~ leg/back, not easily bent. keep a stiff 
upper Пр. not complain (when in pain, ог 
trouble, etc). 2 hard to stir, work, move, etc: a 
~ paste. 3 hard to do; difficult: a ~ climb/ 
examination. 4 (of manners, behaviour) for- 
mal, unfriendly: be ~ with the new neighbours. 
5 great in degree: a ~ (= strong) breeze;a~ 
(= high) price. о adv thoroughly: П bored me 
~, bored me very much. © scare. ол [С] (s/) 
corpse. 
stiff-ly adv 
stiff-ness и [0] 

stif-fen = /'‘stifn/ 
stiff(1,2) 
stiff-en-ing /'stifnin/ п [0] material used to 
stiffen a substance or an object. 
stiff-ener /'stifna(r)/, something used to stif- 
fen, eg starch. 

stifle /'staifl/ vt,vi 1 give or have the feeling 
that breathing is difficult: They were ~d by the 
heat. The heat was stifling. 2 suppress; put 
down; keep back: ~ a yawn. 

stigma /'stigma/ п [C] 1 (p/ ~s) (fig) mark of 
shame or disgrace: the ~ of imprisonment. 2 
(pl -mata /stig'ma:ta/) marks resembling those 
made by the nails on the body of Jesus at His 
crucifixion. 3 (p/ ~s) that part of the pistil ofa 
flower which receives the pollen. 

Stile /stail/ п [С] kind of step used to climb 
over a fence, gate, etc. 


vt,vi make or become 
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still’ /stil/ adj, adv 1 without movement ог 
sound: Please keep ~ while I take your photo- 
graph. 2 (of wines) not sparkling. оп] (poetic) 
deep silence: in the ~ of the night. 2 [C] one 
photograph from a motion picture film. о vt 
cause to be still or at rest; make calm. 
still-ness n[U] 
'stili-birth, child or foetus dead at birth. 
'Istill-born adj (a) (of a child) dead at birth. 
(b) (fig) (of an idea, etc) never acted on. 
still-life п [0] representation of non-living 
things (eg fruit, flowers, etc) in painting; [C] 
(pl -~s) painting of this kind. 

still? /stil/ adv 1 even to this or that time: He is 
~ busy. Will he ~ be here when I get back? In 
spite of his faults she ~ loved him|loved him ~. 
Is your brother ~ here, Hasn’t he left? (Note: 
compare Is your brother here yet, Has he ar- 
rived?) 2 (used with a comparative) even; yet; 
in a greater degree: Tom is tall but Mary is ~ 
taller{taller ~. 3 nevertheless: He has treated 
you badly; ~, he’s your brother and you ought 
to help him. 

$ /stil/ и [С] apparatus for making liquors 
(brandy, whisky, etc) by distilling. 

stilted /'stiltid/ adj (of written style, talk, be- 
haviour, etc) stiff and unnatural; too formal. 

stilts /stilts/ n р/ (also a pair of ~s) poles with 
a support for the foot at some distance from 
the bottom, used to raise the user (eg a clown) 
from the ground: walk on~. 

stimu-lant /'stimjulent/ п [С] 1 drink (eg 
coffee, brandy), drug, etc that increases bodily 
or mental activity. 2 something that encour- 
ages a person (eg praise, hope of gain). 

stimu-late /'stimjuleit/ vt excite; increase; 
quicken thought or feeling: stimulating him to 
make greater efforts. 
stimu-lat-ing adj 

stimu-lus /'stimjulas/ п [С] (p/ -li /-la1/) 
something that stimulates: a ~ to make extra 
efforts. 

sting! /stin/ n 1 [С] sharp, often poisonous, 
pointed organ of some insects (eg bees). 2 
hairs projecting from the surface of the leaves 
of plants (esp '~ing-nettles), which cause pain 
to the fingers, etc when touched. 3 [C] sharp 
pain caused by the sting of an insect or plant; 
wound made by a sting. 4 [C,U] any sharp 
pain of body or mind: feel the ~ of a whip/of 
hunger. 

sting? /stin/ vt,vi (рёрр stung /stan/) 1 (have 
the power to) injure with a sting or as with a st- 
ing: A bee stung me on the cheek. 2 cause sud- 
den, strong physical or mental pain (to): He 
was stung by his enemy’s insults. 3 (of parts of 
the body) feel strong pain: His fingers were 
still ~ing from the caning he had had. 4 (infor- 
mal) charge (a person) an excessive price: He 
was stung for £5, had to pay this sum. 

stingy /'stind31/ adj (-ier, -iest) spending, us- 
ing or giving unwillingly: Don’t.be so ~ with 


still/ stoat 


the sugar! 
stin-gily /-ali/ adv 
stin-gi-ness n[U] 

stink /stink/ vi,vt (pt stank /stenk/ or stunk 
/stank/, pp stunk) 1 have a horrid and offen- 
sive smell: Her breath stank of garlic. 2 filla 
place with a stink: Уом’И ~ the place out with 
your cheap cigars! с п [С] horrid smell. raise/ 
kick up a stink (about sth), (informal) 
complain angrily and noisily. 
stinker, (s/) (a) letter intended to convey 
strong disapproval. (b) (informal) something 
difficult: The biology paper (ie in an exam- 
ination) was a~er. 

stint /stint/ vt,vi restrict (a person) to a small 
allowance: Don’t ~ yourself|the food. an 1 
(usually) without stint, without limit, with- 
out sparing any effort. 2 [C] fixed amount (of 
work): do one’s daily ~. 

stipple /'stipl/ vt draw, paint, with dots. 

stipu-late /'stipjuleit/ vt,vi state as а neces- 
sary condition: Jt was ~d that the goods should 
be delivered within three days. 
stipu-la-tion /,stipju'leifn/ п [С] condition: 
on the stipulation that.... 

Stir’ /sts:(r)/ vi,vt (-rr-) 1 be moving; cause to 
move: A breeze ~red the leaves. Nobody was 
~ring in the house, Everyone was resting, in 
bed. not stir a finger, make no effort to 
help. 2 move a spoon, etc round and round in 
liquid, etc in order to mix it thoroughly: ~ 
one’s tea. 3 excite: The story ~red the boy’s 
imagination. о п (usually sing with a, an) com- 
motion; excitement: The news caused quitea~ 
in the village. 
stir-ring adj exciting: ~ring tales of adven- 
ture. 

stir? /sts:(r)/ и [С] (5) prison: in ~ for six 
months. 

stir-rup' /'stirap US: 'starap/ п [С] foot-rest, 
hanging down from a saddle, for the rider of a 
horse. 

Sstir-rup? /'stirap US: 'starap/ п [С] (anat) 
bone in the ear. 

stitch /stitf/ 1 [С] (sewing) the passing of a 
needle and thread in and out of cloth, etc to 
join or decorate; (knitting) one complete turn 
of the wool, etc over the needle. 2 the thread, 
etc seen between two consecutive holes made 
by a needle; result of a single movement with a 
knitting-needle, etc: drop a ~, allow a loop to 
slip off the end of a knitting-needle; put ~es 
into/take ~es out of a wound. A ,stitch т 
time saves 'nine, (proverb) A small piece 
of work done now may save a lot of work 
later. 3 particular kind of stitch: a'chain-~. 4 
(sing only) sharp pain in the side (as caused 
sometimes when running). be in stitches, 
(informal) be laughing. о vt,vi put stitches in or 
on. 

stoat /stovt/ и [С] small, furry animal larger 
than a rat. 


stock /stone 


stock’ /stok/ 1 1 [СО] store of goods avail- 
able for sale, distribution or use, esp goods 
kept by a trader or shopkeeper. (be) in/out 
of stock, be available/not available. take 
stock of, (fig) review (a situation); estimate 
(a person’s abilities, etc). 2 (as an adjective) 
usually in stock (and therefore usually obtain- 
able): ~ sizes. She’s tired of her husbands ~ 
jokes. 3 [СХ] supply of anything: a.good~ of 
information; get т ~s of coal and coke for the 
winter. 4 [Ч] = livestock. 5{C,U] money tent 
to a government in return for interest; shares 
in the capital of a businesscompany. 6{U] line 
of ancestry: a woman of Irish/farming ~. 7{U] 
raw material ready for manufacture: ‘paper ~. 
8 [9] liquid in which bones, etc have been 
‘stewed, used for making soup, gravy, etc. 9{C] 
base, support, or handle of an imstrument, 
tool, etc: the ~ of a rifle. lock, stock and 
barrel, (fig) completely. 10 on the stocks, 
under construction; in preparation. 11 (pi) 
wooden framework with holes for the feet in 
which a person who had done somethmg 
wrong was formerly locked. 12'{C] sort of gar- 
den plant with single or double brightly col- 
oured sweet-smelling flowers. 
'stock-breeder/-farmer, one who breeds, 
raises, cattle. 

'stock-broker, man who buys and sselis 
stock(5). 

‘stock-car, railway truck for cattle. 
'stockcar racing, racing of ordinary (not 
racing-) cars. 

'stock-cube, cube of dehydrated stock(8). 
'stock exchange, place where stocks(5) 
and shares are bought and sold. 
sstock-in-'trade, everything needed for a 
trade or occupation. 

‘stock market, (business at the) stock ex- 
change. 

'stock-pile vi reserve large quantities of 
materials, weapons, etc. 

'stock-pot, pot for stock (8). 

'stock-room, for storing stock(1). 
stock-'still ady motionless: stand ~ still. 
'stock-taking, examining and recording 
stock(1). 

'stock-yard, enclosure for cattle (eg at a 
market). 

stock? /stok/ у! supply or equip with stock; 
have, keep, a stock of: ~ a shop with goods. He 
is well ~ed with ideas. 

stock-ist /-1st/, person who stocks (goods) 
for sale. 

stock-ade /stv'keid/ п {C] wall of upright 
stakes, built as.a defence. 

stock-ings /'stokinz/ p/(dated) = tights. 

stocky /'stok1/ adj (-ier, -iest) (of persons, 
animals, plants) short, strong and fat. 
stock.ily /-э1/ аду: stockily built. 

stodge /stod3/ и [U] (s/) heavy and solid 
food. 
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stodgy /'stod3i/ adj (a) {of food) heavy and 
solid. (b) (of style) heavy, uninteresting. (с) 
(of persons) dull. 

stoic /'staurk/ » [С] person who has great 
self-control. 
sto-ical /-kl/ adj of, like,.a stoic. 
sto-ically /-kli/ adv 
sto-icism /‘stauisizom/ n [U] patient and un- 
complaiming endurance of suffering, etc. 

stoke /stouk/ уг, угри! (coal, etc) on the fire of 
(an engime, furnace, etc); attend to a furnace: 
stoking (up) the furnace. 
stoker, workman who stokes a furnace, etc. 

stole’ /stoul/ # [С] 1 strip of material worn 
(round the neck with the ends in the front) by 
priests of some Christian Churches during ser- 
vices. 2 woman’s wrap worn over the shoul- 
ders. 

stole’, stolen pi.pp of steal. 

stolid /'stolid/ adj not easily excited. 

stom-ach /'stamak/ и 1 [С] part of the 
alimentary canal into which food passes to be 
digested: work on an empty ~. 2 (formal) = 
abdomen. 3 {[U] appetite. have no 
stomach Гог sth, dislike or disapprove of 
it: have по ~ for фий-Нейите. в vt put up with; 
accept: How can you ~ the violence т so many 
films today? 
‘stomach-ache, pain in the belly. 

stomp /stomp/ vi stamp, tread, heavily: ~ 
about the room in anger. 

stone /stoun/ п 1 {U] (often as an adjective) 
solid mineral matter which is not metallic; 
rock (often with a defining word as prefix, as 
‘запал, lime~): а wall made of ~; ~ walls/ 
buildings. have a heart of stone, be un- 
sympathetic, severe. 2 [С] piece of stone: a fall 
of ~s down a hillside. leave no stone un- 
turned, try every possible means. throw 
stones at, (fig) attack the character of. 
within a'stone‘s throw (of), very close 
(to). & moss. 3 [C] (also 'precious ~) = 
jewel. 4 [C] piece of stone of a definite shape, 
for a special purpose: a 'grave~, a 'stepping- 
~; a'tomb~. 5 [С] something round and hard 
like a stone, esp (a) the hard shell and nut or 
seed of such fruits as the cherry. (b) hail- 
stone. (c) = gallstone. 6 (not US) (pi un- 
changed) unit of weight, 14 №: J weigh 10 
stone. G vt 1 throw stones at: be ~d to death: 2 
take the stone(5(a)) out of (fruit): ~d dates. 
the 'Stone Age, period when man used 
weapons and tools made of stone (before the 
use of metals was known). 
sstone-'blind / -‘cold / -'dead / -'deaf adj 
completely blind, etc. 
istone-fruit, kind with stones(5). 
istone-mason, man who cuts, prepares and 
builds with stone. 
sstone-'wall vt (fig) (in Parliament) obstruct 
progress by making long speeches, etc. 
'stone-ware, pottery made from clay and 
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flint. 
'stone-work, masonry; part(s) of a building 
made of stone. 

stoned /stound/ adj (informal) 1 under the 
influence of drugs. 2 drunk. 

stony золу adj (-ier, -iest) 1 having many 
stones: ~ soil/ground; covered with stones: а 
~ path/road. 2 hard, cold and unsympathetic: 
а ^^ stare. 
sstony-'broke, (5/) completely without 
money. 
ston-ily /-оН/ аду ш а stony(2) manner. 

stood /stud} pt,pp of stand’. 

stool /stu:i/ и [©] 1 seat without a back or 
arms, usually for one person: a pi'ano-~. fall 
between two $10015, \ose an opportunity 
through hesitating between two courses of ac- 
tion. 2 = footstool. 3 (p/) (medical) solid 
excrement. 
'stool-pigeon, (fig) person acting as a de- 
coy, eg a person used by the police to trap a 
criminal. 

stoop /stu:p/ vi,vt 1 bend the body forwards. 
and downwards: ~ing with old age. 2 (fig) 
lower oneself morally: He’s a man who would 
~ to anything, who would not hesitate to act 
immorally. о п [С] (usually sing) stooping 
position of the body. 

stop' /stop/ п [C] 1 stopping or being 
stopped: The train came to a sudden ~. put a 
stop to sth, cause it to stop or end: Pil put a 
~ to this nonsense. Traffic was brought to a 
complete ~. 2 place at which buses, trams, etc 
stop regularly or (re'quest ~) when requested 
to. do so: Where’s the nearest 'bus-~?3 (music) 
key or lever (eg in a flute) for regulating pitch; 
im an organ, knob or lever regulating the flow 
of air to a row of pipes. pull out alf the 
stops, (fig) make a great effort. 4 = full 
stop. 
'stop-cock, valve inserted in a pipe by which 
the flow of liquid or gas through the pipe can 
be regulated. 
‘stop-gap, temporary substitute. 
'‘stop-press, (not US) latest news put in a 
newspaper that 15 already on the printing ma- 
chines. 
'stop-watch, watch with a hand that can be 
started and stopped when desired, used to 
timé events such as races. 

stop? /stop/ vt,vi (-pp-) 1 put an end to (the 
movement or progress of a person, thing, ac- 
tivity, etc): ~ а carla train. 2 prevent: What 
can ~ our going|~ us from going if we want to 
go? 3 discontinue (doing something): ~ work. 
We ~ ped talking. stop at nothing, show no 
mercy or pity. 4 break off; discontinue: The 
rain has ~ped. It has ~ped raining. 5 halt: 
Does this train ~ at Rome? stop dead, stop 
suddenly. 6 fill or close (a hole, opening, etc): 
~ a leak in a pipe. 7 cut off; keep back or re- 
fuse to grve (something normally supplied): ~ 


(payment of) a cheque, order the bank not to 
cash it. stop sth out of sth, deduct (a part) 
from (wages, salary, etc). 8 (informal) stay: ~ 
at home. Are you ~ping at this hotel? stop off 
(at/in); stop over, break a journey and 
stay for a short period: ~ off/over in Paris. 
Hence, 'stop-over п [С]. step up (late), 
stay up, not go to bed, until late. 

stop-page /'stopid3/ п [С] 1 obstruction. 2 
stopping(7): ~ of leave/pay, (esp in the armed 
forces, eg as a form of punishment). 3 inter- 
ruption of work (in a factory, etc as the result 
of strike action). 

stop-per /'stopo(r)/ п [С] object which fits 
into and closes an opening, esp a bottle or 
pipe. 

stor-age /'sto:rid3/ п [U] (space used for, 
money paid for) the storing of goods: put one’s 
furniture т ~ ; (as an adjective) '~ tanks. 
‘storage heater, electric radiator which 
stores heat. 

store /sto:(r)/ п 1 К] quantity or supply of 
something kept for use as needed: have a good 
~ of tinned food in the house. 2 [0] in store, 
(a) kept ready for use; for future use: That’s a 
treat in ~, a pleasure still to come. (b) des- 
tined (for); coming to: Who knows what the 
future has in ~ (for us)? 3 (pl) goods, etc of a 
particular kind, or for a special purpose: naval 
and military ~s. 4 [С] = store-house. 5 [С] 
(chiefly US but & 6) shop: a'clothing ~. 6[C] 
shop selling many different goods: the big de- 
‘partment ~s of London. г> also chain-store. 
7 [U] set great/little/no/not much 
store by, consider of great/little, etc value or 
importance. о vt 1 collect and keep for future 
use: Do squirrels ~ up food for the winter? 2 
put (furniture, etc) in a warehouse, etc, for 
safe keeping. 3 equip, supply: a mind well ~d 
with facts. 

'store-house, place where goods are kept. 
'store-room, one in which household sup- 
plies are kept. 

storey (US = story) /'sto:r1/n (pi ~s, US = 
-ies) floor or level in a building. 

-storeyed (US = stor-ied) /-'sto:rid/ suffix 
having the number of storeys shown: а six- 
~ed building. 

stork /sto:k/ п [С] large, long-legged, usually 
white, wading-bird. 

storm /sto:m/ п 1 [С] occasion of violent 
weather conditions: а 'thunder-|'rain|'dust/ 
‘sand-~. a storm in a teacup, а 10! of ex- 
citement about something unimportant. 2 
violent outburst of feeling: а ~ of protests/ 
cheering/applausejabuse. 3 ride out a 
storm, (fig) survive problems, trouble, at- 
tack, etc. take by storm, capture by a 
violent and sudden attack. с vi,vt 1 use 
violence and anger; shout angrily. 2 force (a 
way) into a building, etc; capture (a place) by 
sudden and violent attack: The men ~ed (their 
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way) into the fort/~ed the fort. 
'storm-bound adj unable to continue a jour- 
ney, unable to go out, because of storms. 
'storm-cioud, heavy grey cloud with, or 
showing the likelihood of, a storm. 
'storm-lantern, one made so that the light 
is well protected from wind. 

'storm-proof adj able to resist storms. 
'storm-tossed adj damaged or blown about 
by storms. 

'storm-troops, soldiers trained for violent 
attacks. 

stormy adj (-ier, -iest) (a) marked by strong 
wind, heavy rain, snow ог hail: ~y weather; a 
~y night. (b) marked by strong feelings of 
anger, etc: a~ y discussion|meeting. 

story’ /'sto:r1/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 account of past 
events: stories of ancient Greece. 2 account of 
imaginary events. 3 (esp by and to children) 
untrue statement: Don’t tell stories, Tom. 
'story-book, child’s book of stories. а 
story-book ending, a happy one. 
'story-teller, person who tells stories. 

story? /'sto:ri/ (US) © storey. 

stout /staut/ adj (-er, -est) 1 strong, thick, 
not easily broken or worn out: ~ boots for 
mountain-climbing. 2 determined and brave: a 
~ heart. Hence, ,stout-'hearted adj cour- 
ageous. 3 (of a person) fat: She’s growing too 
~ to walk far. а п [Ч] strongest kind of dark 
beer. 
stout-ly adv 

stove’ /stouv/ п [С] closed apparatus burning 
wood, coal, gas, oil or other fuel, used for 
cooking, etc. 

'stove-pipe, pipe for taking away smoke 
from a stove. 

stove? /stouv/ > stave’. 

Stow /stau/ vt pack, esp carefully and closely: 
~ cargo ina ship’s holds; ~ things away in the 
attic. 

'stow-away, person who hides himself in a 
ship or aircraft (until after it starts) in order to 
make a journey without paying. 

straddle /'stredl/ vt,vi sit or stand across 
(something) with the legs on either side: ~ a 
horse. 

strafe /stra:f/ vt (informal) = bombard. 

straggle /'stregl/ vi 1 grow, spread, in an 
irregular or untidy manner: vines straggling 
over the fences. 2 be (far) behind (a group) 
while moving forward. 
strag-gler, person who straggles(2). 

straight’ /streit/ adj 1 without a bend ог 
curve; extending in one direction only: а ~ 
line/road; ~ hair, with no curls in it. 2 level 
(esp horizontal): Put the picture ~. 3 in good 
order; tidy: put a room ~. put the record 
Straight, give a more accurate account of 
events, etc. 4 (of a person, his behaviour, etc) 
honest, frank, upright: give a ~ answer to a 
question. > straight?(4). 5 keep a straight 


face, refrain from smiling or laughing. 6 (of 
alcoholic drinks) neat, ie without added 
(soda-)water: Two ~ whiskies, please. 
straight fight, (politics) election in which 
there are only two candidates. 

straight play, an ordinary drama (contrast- 
ed with a musical, a show, etc.) 
straight-ness п [U] 

Straight? /streit/ adv 1 directly; not in a 
curve or at an angle: Keep ~ on. Look ~ 
ahead. Can you shoot ~, aim accurately? 2 by 
a direct route; without going elsewhere; with- 
out delay: Come ~ home. He went ~ to Rome 
without staying in Paris. straight ‘out, with- 
out hesitating: He came ~ out with his criti- 
cism of me. come straight to the point, 
make a clear statement, without hesitating, of 
what is meant, wanted, etc. 3 ,straight 
a'way, immediately. 4 go straight, (fiz) 
live an honest life (esp after imprisonment). 
the straight and narrow, honest or moral 
way of behaving. 

straight? /streit/ п (usually sing with the) 
condition of being straight; straight part of 
something, esp the final part of a track or 
race-course: The two horses were together as 
they entered the final и. 

straighten /'streitn/ vt, vi make or become 
straight (T,2,3). 

straight-for-ward /streit'fo:wad/ adj 1 
honest; without avoiding anything: a ~ 
explanation. 2 easy to understand or do: writ- 
tenin~ language. 
straight-forward-.-ly adv 

straight-way /streit'wei/ adv = straight 
away. 

strain’ /stremn/ и 1 [СО] condition of being . 
stretched; the force used: The rope broke under 
the ~. 2 [СУ] something that tests one’s 
powers; severe demand on one’s strength, etc: 
Do you suffer from the ~ of modern life? He 
has been under (a) severe ~. 3 [U] exhaustion; 
fatigue: suffering from mentaljnervous ~. 4 [С] 
= sprain. 5 (p/) (poetic) music, song, verse (of 
the kind shown): the ~s of a violin. 6 [С] man- 
ner of speaking or writing: in a cheerful ~. 7 
tendency in a person’s character: There isa~ 
of insanity in the family. 8 breed (of animals, 
insects, etc); line of descent: ~s of mosquitoes 
that are resistant to insecticides. 

strain? /strein/ vt,vi1 stretch tightly by pul- 
ling (at): a dog ~ing at its lead. 2 make the 
greatest possible use of; use one’s strength, 
etc: ~ every nerve (to do it), do all one can; / 
had to ~ my eyes to see it, look with great ef- 
fort. .3 injure or weaken by straining(2): ~ a 
muscle; ~ one’s eyes, by using them too much, 
or in poor light, etc. Hence, 'eye-strain n 
[U]. 4 make an intense effort: The wrestlers 
~ed and struggled. 5 (fig) force beyond a limit 
or what is right: ~ the belief of one’s listeners, 
ask too much of it. 6 pass (liquid) through a 
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cloth, or a network of fine wire, etc; separate 
solid matter in this way: ~ the soup; ~ off the 
water from the vegetables. 8 (pp) (esp of feel- 
ings and behaviour) unnatural; (as if) forced: a 
~ed laugh; ~ed relations, showing loss of 
patience, risk of quarrelling. 
strainer, sieve or other device for strain- 
ing(6) liquid: a'tea-~er. 

strait /streit/ п [C] 1 narrow passage of water 
connecting two seas or two large bodies of 
water: the S~s of Gibraltar; the Magellan S~. 
2 (usually p/) trouble; difficulty: We seem to be 
in financial ~s. 

strait-jacket /'streit dzzekit/ п [С] jacket 
with long sleeves tied round a mentally ill or 
violent person to prevent movement. с vt 1 
use a Straight-jacket on. 2 (fig) prevent growth 
or development. 

strait-laced /,streit 'leisd/ adj strict, conser- 
vative, serious. 

strand’ /strend/ и [С] (poetic) sandy shore. о 
vi,vt 1 (of a ship) (cause to) run aground. 2 be 
(left) stranded, (fig) (of a person) be left 
without means of transport, without money 
or friends, etc: be ~ed т a foreign country. 

strand? /strend/ п [С] 1 any of the threads, 
hairs, wires, etc twisted together into a rope, 
cable or cloth. 2 hair. 3 (fig) line of de- 
velopment (in a story, etc). 

strange /streind3/ adj (-r, -st) 1 not previ- 
ously known, seen, felt or heard of; (for this 
reason) surprising: hear a~ noise. Truth is г 
than fiction. 2 strange to sth, fresh or new 
to: The village boy was ~ to city life. 
strange-ly adv: behavelact ~wly. Swly 
(enough)..., It’s hard to believe but... 
strange-ness7~ [0] 

stran-ger /'streind3a(r)/ п [С] person one 
does not know; person in a place where he is 
not known: Му dog always barks at ~s. 

strangle /'strengl/ vt kill by squeezing the 
throat of. 
Istrangle-hold, (usually fig) tight grip: The 
new laws have put а по on our imports. 

strap /strep/ п [С] strip of leather, cloth, etc 
(usually with a buckle) to fasten things to- 
gether or to keep something (eg a wrist-watch) 
in place. с vt (-pp-) 1 fasten or hold in place 
with a strap: ~ оп а wrist-watch. Is the baby 
~ ped in? 2 hit with a belt. 

strata /'stra:ta/ > stratum. 

strat-agem /'stretedzem/ n [C,U] (р/ ~s) 
(use of a) trick or device to deceive a person. 

stra-tegic /stra'ti:djik/, stra-tegi-cal 
/-kl/ adj of, by, serving the purpose of, 
strategy: a~ retreat. 
stra-tegi-cally /-kli/ adv 
stra-tegics п [Ц] science, art, of strategy. 

strat-egy /'strztid3i/ n 1 [U] the art of ‘plan- 
ning operations or actions, esp of the move- 
ments of armies and navies. 2 [U] skill in or- 
ganizing and doing something. 3 [C] general 
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plan of action. 
strat-egist, person skilled in strategy. 

strat-ify /'strztifai/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) 1 ar- 
range in strata: stratified rock. 2 form into 
strata. 
strat-ifi-ca-tion /,stretifi'keifn/n[U] 

strato-sphere /'strztasfie(r)/ n [С] layer of 
atmospheric air between about 10 and 60 km 
above the earth’s surface. 

stra-tum /'stra:tam/ и [С] (p/ -ta /-ta/) 1 hori- 
zontal layer of rock, etc in the earth’s crust. 2 
social class or division. 

straw /stro:/ и 1 [U] dry cut stalks of wheat, 
barley, rice and other grains, as material for 
making mats, etc or bedding for cattle, etc. 2 
[C] single stalk or piece of straw. not worth 
a straw, worth nothing. the last 'straw, 
addition to a bad action, task, burden, etc that 
makes it intolerable. 3 [C] thin tube of paper 
or plastic for sucking up liquid: suck lemonade 
througha~. 
'straw-coloured adj pale yellow. 

straw-berry /'stro:bri US: -ber1/ и [С] (pl! 
-ies) (plant having) juicy red fruit with tiny 
yellow seeds on its surface. 

stray /strei/ vi (pt,pp ~ed) 1 move away 
(without realizing) (from the right path, from 
one’s friends, etc). 2 (fig) lose one’s line of 
argument, story, etc: Don’t ~ from the роте. о 
п 1 strayed animal or person (esp a child). 2 
(used as an adjective) without a home: ~ cats. 
3 occasional: a few ~ taxis. 

streak /stri:k/ п [С] 1 long, thin, usually irre- 
gular line or band: like a ~ of lightning, very 
fast. 2 trace or touch (of): There’s а ~ of cruel- 
ty in his character. 3 brief period: The gambler 
had a ~ of good luck. в vt,vi 1 mark with 
streaks: white fur ~ed with brown. 2 (informal) 
move very fast. 
streaky adj (-ier, -iest) marked with, having, 
streaks: ~y bacon. 

stream /stri:m/n([C] 1 small river or brook. 2 
current: go up/down ~, move up/down the 
river. 2 steady flow (of liquid, persons, things, 
etc): а ~ of blood/abuse. S~s of people were 
coming out of the railway station. 3 (division of 
a) class of children in groups according to ab- 
ility and intelligence: bright boys and girls in 
the 'A-~. о vi1 flow freely; move continuous- 
ly and smoothly in one direction: Sweat was 
~ing down his face. 2 float or wave (in the 
wind): Her long hair was ~ing in the wind. 3 
place (children) in streams(3). 
'stream-line vt make more efficient (by sim- 
plifying, getting rid of, wasteful methods, etc): 
~line production, eg ina factory. 
'stream-lined adj (a) having a shape that 
offers least resistance to the flow of air, water, 
etc: ~lined cars. (b) having nothing likely to 
obstruct progress: ~/ined controls. 
streamer, long narrow flag; long narrow 
ribbon of paper. 
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street /stri:t/ п [С] town or village road’ with 
houses:on one side‘or both: meet a friend'in the 
~; cross the ~; а '~-map|-plan of York. 
(Note: compare aroad-map of Yorkshire.) the 
man in the street, > man'(1). 'streets 
ahead of, (informal) far ahead of. streets 
apart, very different. (not) ap my street, 
(informa?) (not) within my area of knowledge, 
interests, etc. 
'street-car, (US) =tram. 

strength /stren6/ п [U] 1 quality of being 
strong: a man|horse of great ~. She hasn’t the 
~/hasn’t ~ enough to walk upstairs. How is the 
~ of alcoholic liquors measured? от the 
strength of, encouraged by, relying on: / 
employed the boy on the ~ of your recommen- 
dation. 2 that which helps to make a person or 
thing strong: Mind is our ~. 3 power measured 
by numbers of persons present or persons who 
can be used: The police force is 500 below ~, 
needs 500 more men. be/bring sth up to 
strength, the required number: We must 
bring: the police force up to~. 

strengthen /'stren@n/ vt, vi make or become 
strong(er). 

strenu-ous /'strenjuos/ adj using or needing 
great effort: ~ work; make ~ efforts; leada~ 
life. 
strenu-ous:ly adv 

stress /stres/ » ¥ [U] condition causing de- 
pression, mental illness, trouble etc: times of 
~, of trouble and danger; under the ~ of 
poverty/fear. 2 [0] (and with а, ап) emphasis: 
a school that lays ~ on foreign languages. 3 
[СО] (result of) extra force, used in speaking, 
on а particular word or syllable: S~ and 
rhythm are important in speaking English. 4 
[€,U] (mechanics) force exerted between two 
bodies that touch, or between two parts of one 
body. с vt put stress or emphasis on: He ей 
the point that... 
'stress-mark, mark (eg ' (primary or тат 
stress) and , (secondary stress) as used in this 
dictionary) that shows the stress(3) on a syll- 
able. 

stretch /stret{/ vt,vi ? make wider, longer or 
tighter, by pulling; be or become wider, etc 
when pulled: ~ а горе tight; ~~ a rope across a 
path; ~ out one’s arm for a book. stretch 
one’s legs, exercise by walking, eg after sit- 
ting. 2 lie on at full length: They were ~ed out 
on the lawn. 3 make (a word, law, etc) include 
or cover more than is strictly right: ~ the law/ 
one’s principles. & point'(8). 4 use, strain, 
fully: ~ one’s powers, work very hard or too 
hard. 5 extend: forests ~ing for hundreds of 
miles. о п [С] 1 act of stretching or being 
stretched: by a ~ of authority. Fhe cat woke 
and gave а ~. by 'any/‘no stretch of the 
imagination, however much one may try to 
imagine something. at full stretch, using 
maximum effort, speed, etc: The factory work- 
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ers were at full ~. & 4 above. 2 unbroken or 
continuous period of time or extent of 
country, etc: a beautiful ~ of land. at a 
stretch, without stopping: work I2 hours at 
an. 
stretcher, (a) framework of poles, canvas, 
etc for carrying а sick, injured or wounded 
person. (b) device for stretching things (eg 
gloves, shoes). 
strew /stru:/ vt (pt ~ed, pp ~ed or ~n 
/stru:n/) scatter (things) over a surface; (part- 


- Ty) cover (a surface) (with things): ~ flowers 


over a path; ~ a path with flowers. 

stricken /'strikn/ adj affected or overcome: 
~ with malaria; 'terror--~, very frightened. 

strict /strikt/ adj (-er, -est) Т demanding 
obedience or exact observance: a ~ father; be 
~ with children. 2 clearly ап exactly defined; 
precisely limited: / told'her in: ~est confidence; 
in the ~ sense of the word. 
strict-ly а ima strict manner. 

stride /straid/ vi,vt (pt strode /straud/, pp 
(rare) stridden /'stridn/) 1 walk with long 
steps: ~ along the road; ~ offlaway. 2 pass 
over in one step: ~ over a ditch. a n[C] (dis- 
tance covered in) one long step. get in to 
one’s stride, settle down to the task. птайе 
great strides, make good and quick pro- 
gress. take sth in впе"$ stride, do it with- 
out effort. 

strife /straif/ п [Ч] state of conflict: idustrial 
~ (between workers and employers). 

strike’ /straik/ п [С] 1 act of striking(5): a~ 
of bus-drivers; (as an adjective) take ~ action. 
be (out) on strike; come/go out on 
strike, be engaged in, start, a strike. > 
general strike. 2 act of finding (oil, etc) im the 
earth: a lucky ~, a fortunate discovery. 
'strike-bound adj unable to function be- 
cause of a strike: The port is ~-bound. 
istrike fund, special fund to supplement 
strike-pay. 
'strike-pay, money paid to strikers from 
trade-union funds. 

strike’ /straik/ vi,vi (pt,pp struck /strak/) 
(For special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions, г> 16 below.) № hit; aim a blow 
at: He struck me on the chin. He struck the 
table with a heavy blow. The ship struck arock. 
That tree was struck by lightning. strikevat 
the root of sth, attack trouble, evil, etc at 
its source. Strike while the ,iron is ‘hot, 
(proverb) Act promptly while action is likely 
to get results. within 'striking distance, 
near enough to reach or attack easily. 2 pro- 
duce (a light) by striking or scraping: ~ a 
match. 3 discover (by mining, drilling, etc). 
strike it rich, win wealth suddenly. > 
oil(1). 4 (cause to) sound: The elock has 
struck (four). strike a note of, give an im- 
pression (of the kind shown): The Prime 
Minister struck a note of warning against over- 
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optimism. strike the right note, (fig) speak 
in a way that gets approval or sympathy. 5 (of 
workers, etc) stop working for an.employer (in 
order to get more pay, shorter hours, better 
conditions, etc or as a protest against some- 
thing): ~ for higher pay/against bad working 
conditions. > strike'(1). 6 impress; have an 
effect on the mind: How does the idea/ 
suggestion ~ you? 7 have an effect on the body 
ог mind: The room ~s you as ‘warm when you 
enter. 8 produce by stamping or punching: ~ 
a coin|medal. 9 achieve, arrive at, by reckon- 
ing or weighing: ~ a balance between freedom 
and repression. strike a bargain (with 
sb}, reach an agreement. 10 set out, go (in a 
certain direction): The boys struck out across 
the fields. 11 cause {a person) to be, suddenly 
and as if by a single stroke: be struck blind. 12 
fill, afflict, with fear, etc: The bombing attack 
struck fear into their hearts. 13 lower, take 
down, (sails, tents). strike camp, pack up 
tents, etc. 14 strike root, put.out roots. 15 
hold or put the body in a certain way to show 
something: ~ an attitude of defiance. 

16 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

strike sb down, (a) hit so that he falls to 
the ground. (b) (fig) kill: He was struck down 
in the prime of life. 

strike sth off, cut off with a blow, eg of an 
axe. Strike sth off (sth), remove: His name 
‘was Struck off thelist. 

strike out, (a) use the arms and legs vig- 
orously in swimming: ~ out for the shore. (b) 
aim wild blows: He lost his temper and struck 
out. (c) follow a new or independent path, a 
new form of activity: ~ out on one’s own. 
strike sth out, = cross sth out. 

strike (sth) up, begin to play: The band 
struck. up (a tune). strike up sth (with sb), 
begin (perhaps casually) a friendship or ac- 
quaintance: She struck up an acquaintance 
with him during the flight. 

striker /'straiko(r)/ п [С] 1 worker who 
strikes(5). 2 (football) player in an attacking 
position. 

strik-ing /‘straikin/ adj 1 attracting atten- 
tion or great interest. 2 that strikes(4): а ~ 
clock. 

strik-ing-ly adv 

string’ /strin/ n 1 КО] (piece or length of) 
fine cord for tying things, keeping things in 
place, etc: a bai! of ~, a piece of ~.. the first/ 
second string, the first/the alternative per- 
son.or thing relied on for achieving one’s pur- 
pose. 2[С] tightly stretched length of cord, gut 
or wire, eg in a violin or guitar, for producing 
musical ‘sounds. 3 [C] (usually p) string used 
for.causing puppets to move. have/keep sb 
on .a string, have/keep him under control. 
pull (the) strings, control ‘the actions of 
other people (as if they were puppets). по 


striker/strip 


strings (attached), (informal) {of help, es 
of money) without conditions about how the 
help is te be used. > heartstrings. 4 [С] series 
of things threaded on a string: а ~ of beads.'5 
repetition of types of things: a ~ of abuses/ 
curses|lies. 
the strings, (music) string instruments (in 
an orchestra). 
string bean, kind of bean of which the long 
pod is used as a vegetable. 
string instrument, musical imstrumeni 
with strings(2), eg the-violin, guitar, harp. 
string orchestra, having only string instru- 
ments. 
string quartet, for, with, two violins, a 
viola and acello. 
stringy adj (-ier, -iest) like string; ‘having 
tough fibres: ~y: meat. 

string? /strn/ vt,vi (pt.pp strung /stran/) 1 
put a string or strings.on4a ‘bow, violin, tennis 
racket, etc). 2.(рр) strung (up), (of a:person, 
his senses, nerves) made tense, ready, excited, 
etc: He is a very highly strung person, 1$ very 
sensitive, tense. 3:put (pearls, etc) on a string. 
4 tie or hang on a string, etc: ~ (up) lamps 
across a Street. 
5 (special uses with adverbial particles or 
prepositions): 
string sb along, deliberately mislead а:рег- 
son into the belief that he/she will benefit, etc: 
He doesn’t intend:to marry the girl —he’s just 
~ing her along. string along with sb, 
maintain a relationship with a person without 
genuine commitment. 
string out, be, become, spread out at inter- 
vals in a line. string sth out, cause this to 
happen: horses strung out towards the end of a 
long race. 
string sb up, (5/) put him to death by hang- 
ing. string sthup, > 4 above. 

strin-gent /'strmdzant/ adj (formal) (of 
rules) strict, severe; that must-be obeyed: ‘take 
~ measures against smoking. 
strin-gent-ly adv 

strip /strip/ vt,vi (-pp-) 1 take off (coverings, 
clothes, parts, etc): They ~ped the house of all 
its furnishings. They ~ped off their clothes and 
jumped into the lake. strip sth down, (eg of 
an engine) remove detachable parts (for ser- 
vicing, etc). 2 deprive of property, etc: ~ a 
man of his possessions] titles.a п [С] 1 long nar- 
row piece (of material, land, etc): a ~ of gar- 
den behind the house; а ~~ of paper. & airstrip, 
comic-strip. 2 (modern informal) clothes worn 
by players ina team: the colourful ~ of football 
teams. 
strip cartoon, cartoon (often one of a 
series) made up of a number of drawings. 
strip lighting, clectric lighting using a 
tubularlamp. 
4strip-'tease, ‘strip-show, cabaret or 
night club-entertainment in which а woman 


stripe/stubborn 


takes off her clothes one by one. 

stripe /straip/ п [С] 1 long, narrow band опа 
surface different in colour, material, texture, 
etc: a tiger’s ~s. 2 (often a V-shaped) badge 
worn оп a uniform, showing rank, eg of a sol- 
dier: How many ~s are there on the sleeve of a 
sergeant? 
striped /straipt/ adj having stripes(1). 
stripy adj having stripes: a stripy tie. 

strip-per /'stripo(r)/ п [С] woman who per- 
forms a strip-tease. 

strive /straiv/ vi (pt strove /strouv/, рр 
striven /'strivn/) 1 struggle: striving with/ 
against poverty|/oppositton|the enemy. 2 make 
great efforts: ~ for power/to win. 

strode /straud/ pt of stride. 

stroke’ /strouk/ п [С] 1 (act of striking or 
dealing a) blow: the ~ of a sword; 20 ~s of the 
whip. 2 one of a series of regularly repeated 
movements, esp as a way of swimming or row- 
ing: swimming with a slow ~,; the ‘breast-| 
'side-/'back-~. 3 (in a rowing crew) oarsman 
nearest the boat’s stern (back) who sets the 
rate of striking the oars. 4 single movement of 
the upper part of the body and arm(s), esp in 
games, eg cricket, golf. 5 single effort; result of 
this: / haven’t done а ~ of work today. а 
stroke of luck, a piece of good fortune. at 
a/one stroke, with one effort and imme- 
diately. 6 (mark made by a) single movement 
of a pen or brush: cross a name out with one ~ 
of the реп; thin|thick ~s. 7 sound made by a 
bell striking the hours: on the ~ of three, at 
three o’clock. 8 sudden attack of illness in the 
brain, with loss of feeling, power to move, etc: 
a paralytic ~. > also sunstroke. 

stroke? /strauk/ vt pass the hand along a sur- 
face, usually again and again: ~ a cat/one’s 
beard. п п [С] act of stroking; stroking move- 
ment. 

stroll /stroul/ п [С] quiet, unhurried walk: 
havelgo fora~.a vigo fora stroll. 
strol-ler, person who strolls. 

strong /stron US: stro:n/ adj (-er, -est) 1 
(opposite of weak) having power to resist; not 
easily hurt, injured, broken, captured, etc; 
having great power of body or mind: a ~ 
stick, not easily broken; a ~ wind; a ~ willl 
imagination; feel quite ~ again, in good health 
after an illness; an army 500000 ~, numbering 
500000; а ~ candidate, one likely to be well 
supported, etc; ~ (= deeply held or rooted) 
beliefs/convictions. as strong as a horse, 
physically powerful. one’s 'strong point, 
that which one does well. 2 having a large pro- 
portion of the flavouring element: ~ tea/ 
coffee. 3 having a considerable effect on the 
mind or the senses: a ~ smell of gas. 4 (adver- 
bial uses) going strong, (informal) continu- 
ing (the race, activity, etc) with energy; conti- 
nuing in good health: aged 90 and still going 
~. 5 (commerce) (of prices) rising steadily: 
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Prices|Markets are~. 
‘strong-arm adj (of methods, tactics, etc) 
using physical force. 
Istrong-box, one strongly built for keeping 
valuables. 
strong drink, one containing alcohol, eg 
rum. 
Istrong-hold, (a) fort. (b) (fig) place where 
a cause or idea has а strong support: a ~hold 
of Protestantism. 
strong language, 
abuses, etc. 
sstrong-'minded adj having a mind that is 
capable, determined and energetic. 
‘strong point, (person’s) best skill, aspect of 
personality, etc. 
'strong-room, one built with thick walls (eg 
in a bank) for storing valuables. 
strong verb, (gram) which forms the past 
tense with a vowel change, eg sing, sang, sung. 
sstrong-'willed adj very determined. 
strong-ly adv in a strong manner: / ~ly ad- 
vise you to go. | 

strove /strauv/ pt of strive. 

struck /strak/ pt,pp of strike. 

struc-tural /'straktfaral/ adj of a structure, 
esp the framework: ~ alterations to a building, 
eg combining two rooms into one. 
struc-tur-ally /-rali/ adv: The building is ~ 
sound. 

struc-ture /'straktfa(r)/ и 1 [U] way in 
which something is put together, organized, 
etc: the ~ of the human body; sentence ~. 2 К] 
framework or essential parts of a building, etc: 
The Parthenon was a magnificent marble ~. 

struggfe /'stragl/ vi fight, make great ef- 
forts: ~ against difficulties|with the accounts; 
~ for power. The thief ~d to get free. a п [С] 
struggling; contest: the ~ for freedom. 

strum /stram/ vi,vt (-mm-) strum (оп), 
play music, (usually on a string instrument) 
(and esp without great skill): ~ (оп) the guitar. 
on([C] sound of strumming. 

strung /stran/ pt,pp of string?. 

strut’ /strat/[C] piece of wood or metal ina 
framework to strengthen it. 

strut? /strat/ vi (-tt-) walk (about, along, in, 
out, into а room, etc) in a thoughtful, anxious, 
angry, etc way. on[C] sucha way of walking. 

strych-nine /'strikni:n/n[U] strong poison. 

stub /stab/ п [С] 1 short remaining end of a 
pencil, cigarette or similar object: а ~ of a tail, 
a very short one. 2 counterfoil: the ~s of a 
cheque-book. с vt (-bb-) 1 ~ one’s toe, hit the 
top of it against something. 2 extinguish (esp a 
Cigarette) by pressing it against something 
hard: ~ out a cigar. | 

stubble /'stabl/ п [9] 1 stalks of grain plants 
left in the ground after harvest. 2 something 
suggesting this, eg a short growth of beard. 
stub-bly /'stabli/ adj: a stubbly beard. 

stub-born /'stabn/ adj obstinate; deter- 


with swear-words, 
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mined: ~ soil, difficult to plough, etc. as 
stubborn asa mule, > mule. 
stub-born-ly adv 
stub-born-ness л [0] 

stubby /'stabi/ adj (-ier, -iest) short and 
thick: ~ fingers. 

stuck /stak/ pi,pp of stick?. 

stuck-up /,stak 'ap/ adj (informal) con- 
ceited; snobbish. 

stud! /stad/ п [C] 1 small device put through 
button-holes to fasten a collar, cuff, etc. 2 re'f- 
lector ~s, used on roads to mark out lanes 
(and reflecting light from headlamps at night). 
oO vt (-dd-) (usually pp) having (something) set 
in or scattered on the surface: a crown ~ded 
with jewels; a sea ~ded with islands. 

stud? /stad/ п [С] number of horses kept by 
one owner for a special purpose (esp breeding 
or racing). 
'stud-farm, place where horses are bred. 

stu-dent /'stju:dont US: 'stu:-/ п [С] 1 (GB) 
person who is studying at a college, institute, 
polytechnic or university: 'medical ~s; foreign 
~s studying English in London. 2 (esp US) boy 
or girl attending school. 3 anyone who studies 
or who is devoted to learning: a~ of nature. 

stu-dio /'stju:diau US: 'stu:-/ п [С] (pl ~s) 1 
workroom ofa painter, sculptor, photograph- 
er, etc. 2 room(s) where films or plays are act- 
ed and photographed. 3 room from which 
radio or TV programmes are broadcast or in 
which recordings are made. 
'studio couch, couch that can be used as а 
bed. 

stu-di-ous /'stju:dios US: 'stu:-/ adj (formal) 
1 having or showing the habit of learning. 2 
very careful: with ~ politeness. 
stu-di-ous-ly adv — 

study’ /'stadi/ п (pl -ies)1[U and in p/] devo- 
tion of time and thought tu getting knowledge 
of, close examination of, a subject, esp from 
books: fond of ~. My studies show that... 2[C] 
something that attracts investigation; that 
which is (to be) investigated: social studies. 3 
room used for reading, writing, etc: You will 
find Mr Green т the/his ~. 4 sketch, etc made 
for practice or experiment. 5 piece of music 
played as a technical exercise. 

study? /'stadi/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) 1 give time 
and attention to learning or discovering some- 
thing: ~ medicine. He was ~ ing to be a doctor. 
2 examine carefully: ~ the map. 

stuff! /staf/ n 1 [СО] material or substance 
of which something is made or which may be 
used for some purpose: What ~ will you use to 
fill the cushions? 2 [9] (fig) quality, type: He is 
not the ~ heroes are made of. 3 [U] material of 
which the name is uncertain, unknown or un- 
important; material of poor quality: Do you 
call this ~ beer? 4 (sl) Do your stuff, Show 
what you can do, etc. know one’s stuff, be 
expert in what one claims to be.able to do, etc. 


stubby /stupefy 


stuff? /staf/ vt 1 fill tightly with; press tightly 
into: ~ feathers into a bag; ~ oneself with 
food, eat too much; a head ~ed with silly ideas. 
2 put chopped up and specially flavoured 
food into (a bird, etc) before cooking it: a ~ed 
chicken. 3 fill the carcass of (an animal, etc) 
with material to give it the original shape, eg 
for exhibition in a museum: a ~ed tiger. 
stuff-ing п [0] material for stuffing 
cushions, birds, etc. 

stuffy /'stafi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of a room) 
badly ventilated. 2 (informal) (of a person) 
easily shocked or offended; too formal. 3 (of 
language, etc) dull; formal: a~ book. 
stuff-ily /-ali/ adv 
stuffi-ness л [0] 

stul-tify /'staltifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) (formal) 
cause to seem foolish or to be useless: ~ 
efforts to reach agreement. 

stumble /'stambl/ vi 1 hit the foot against 
something and (almost) fall: ~ over the root of 
a tree. The child ~d and fell. stumble 
across/on/upon sth, (fiz) find it unexpec- 
tedly or by accident. 2 move or walk in an un- 
steady way: stumbling along. 3 speak in a hesi- 
tating way, with pauses and mistakes: ~ over 
one’s words. а п [С] act of stumbling. 
'stum-bling block, something that causes 
difficulties or prevents progress. 

stump /stamp/ п [С] 1 part of a tree remain- 
ing in the ground when the trunk has fallen or 
has been cut down. 2 anything remaining after 
the main part has been cut or broken off or has 
worn off, eg an amputated limb, the end of a 
pencil, etc. 3 (cricket) one of the three upright 
pieces of wood at which the ball is bowled. o 
vi,vt 1 walk (along, about, etc) with stiff, heavy 
movements. 2 (informal) be too difficult for: 
All the candidates were ~ed by the second ques- 
tion. 3 (cricket) end the innings of (a batsman) 
by touching the stumps with the ball. 4 (5/) pay 
or give money required: Mr Green has had to 
~ up £50 for his son’s debts. 

stumpy /'stamp1/ adj (-ier, -iest) short and 
thick: a~ little man; a~ umbrella. 

stun /stan/ vt (-nn-) 1 make unconscious by a 
blow, esp one on the head. 2 shock; confuse 
the mind of: He was ~ned by the news of his 
father’s death. 
stun-ning adj (informal) splendid: a ~ning 
performance. 

stung /stan/ pt.pp of sting?. 

stunk /stank/ pp of stink. 

stunt’ /stant/ n [С] (informal) something 
done to attract attention: ~ flying, aerobatics. 
‘stunt man, person employed to perform 
stunts (involving risk, etc) for an actor in 
films, etc. 

stunt? /stant/ vt halt or slow down the growth 
or development of: a ~ed mind. 

stu-pefy /'stju:pifar US: 'stu:-/ vt (pt.pp -ied) 
(formal) make clear thought impossible: 


stupendous/subjective 


stupefied with drink |amazement. 

stu-pen-dous /stju:'pendas US: stu:-/ adj 
amazing (in size, degree): a~ achievement. 
stu-pen-dous.-ly adv 

stupid /'stju:pid US: 'stu:-/ adj 1 -unintel- 
ligent; foolish: Don’t be ~ enough to believe 
that. 2 in a-state of stupor: ~ through whisky. 
ом [<] (informa!) foolish person: / was only 
teasing, ~! 
stu-pid-ly adv 
stu-pid-ity /stju:'pidati US: stu:-/n[C,U] 

stupor /'stju;pa(r) US: 5:-/ СО] almost 
ainconscious .condition caused by shock, 
drugs, drink,:etc: inadrunken~. 

sturdy /'sts:di/ adj (-ier, -iest) strong and 
solid: ~ children; offer а ~.resistance. 
stur-dily /-ali/.adv- а sturdily built bicycle. 

stut-ter /'stata(r)/ vi;vin = stammer. 
stut-terer, person whostutters. 

sty' /stai/-n[Ck(plsties) = pigsty. 

‘sty’ (also stye) /51а1/ п [С] (p/-sties, -styes) 
inflamed sweliing.on the edge of the eyelid. 

style /stail/ n 1 [СЛ] manner of writing .or 
speaking (contrasted with the subject:matter); 
manner of doing anything, esp when И is 
characteristic of an artist.or ofa period.of art: 
written in.a.delightful ~. What do you know 
about the ~s-of architecture? 2 [U] quality that 
marks something done or made as superior, 
fashionable.or distinctive: live.in (grand) ~,:in 
a fashionable house, with ‘luxuries, etc. Did 
they live in European ~ when ‘they were т 
Japan? 3{C,U] (esp) fashion in dress, etc: the 
latest ~s in shoes|in hair-dressing.4 [С] gener- 
al appearance, form or design; ‘kind or sort: 
made in all-sizes and ~s.5.[C] right title (to:be) 
used when addressing a person: ‘Has he any 
right to assume the ~ of Colonel? 6 [C] 
(botany) part of the seed-producing рай of a 
flower. о vt 1 describe by a specified title: 
Should he be ~d ‘Right Honourable’? 2 design: 
new handbags ~d by Italians. 
styl-ish /-1[/ adj (a) having style(2,3): stylish 
living. (b) fashionable: stylish clothes. 
sty-lish-ly adv: stylishly dressed. 

sty-list Ла п [С] 1 person, esp a writer, 
with a good literary style. 2 person who is con- 
cerned with creating styles(3): a'hair-~. 
sty-lis-tic /star'listik/ adj of style(1). 
styl-is-ti-cally /-khi/ adv 

sty-fize (also -ise) /'stailarz/ vt represent or 
treat (art forms, etc):in'the:particular, conven- 
tional style. 

sty-lus /'stailas/ и [С] (р! ~es) part ‘like a 
needle used to cut grooves in records or to 
‘reproduce sound from records. 

Suave /swa:v/.adj smooth and. gracious (often 
insincerly) in manner. 
suave-ly adv 

sub /sab/ п [С] (informal) (abbr-of) 1 ‘sub- 
marine. 2substitute. 3 subscription. 

sub- /sab-/ prefix 1 under: subway. 2 secon- 
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dary, lower ла rank: sub-committee. 3 not 
quite: sub-tropical; sub-conscious. 

sub-com-mit-tee /'sab Кэти м [К] com- 
mittee formed from members:of amain.com- 
miitee. 

sub-ccon-scious /,sab'konfas/ adj of ‘those 
mental activites of which we are not (com- 
pletely). aware: the ~ self. onthe ~, subcon- 
scious thoughts, desires, etc. 
sub-con:scious-ly adv 

sub-.con-ti-nent /jsab'kontinant/ м [С] 
mass of land'‘large enough:to:be:iregarded as a 
separate.continent but forming;part.ofa larger 
mass. 

sub-con-tract j;sab‘kontrekt/ п [С] соп- 
tract whichis -for carrying.out aiprevious con- 
‘tract.or:a:part of ига мм /jsabkon'!trekt:US- 
'kontrekt/give:or.accepta subcontract. 
sub-con-tractor /sabkon'trektaf(r) US: 
-'kontrek-/, person who accepts a subcon- 
‘tract. 

sub-cu-taneous |,sabkju:'temras/ .adj un- 
der:the skin: ~ tissue. 

sub-di-vide /,sabdi'vaid/ уси divide into 
further-divisions. 
sub-di-vi-sion /,sabdi'vign/ п [0] sub- 
dividing; [С] something produced iby sub- 
dividing. 

sub-due /sab'dju: US: -!du:/ vt 1 bring under 
control: ~ one’s ‘hatred. 2 make quieter, 
-softer,.gentler: (esp pp) ~d.voicesflights. 

sub-hu-man /,sab‘hju:mon/.adj-more like an 
animal than.a:-human being. 

sub-ject' /'sabdzikt/ adj subject го, 1 ow- 
ung obedience'(to): We.are ~ tothe ‘law of ‘the 
land. 2 ‘having а ‘tendency (to): Are you ~ 10 
colds? 3 (adj, adv). conditional(ly).on: The plan 
is ~ to confirmation. 

sub-ject? /'sabdzikt/:7 [С] 1 any member of a 
State except the supreme ruler: British ~s. 2 
something :(to be) talked or written about ог 
studied: an interesting ~ of conversation. What 
~ are you studying? change the subject, 
talk about something different. 3:person, ani- 
mal.or thing (to:be) treated:or dealt with, to be 
made to undergo or experience something: a 
~ for experiment. 4 (gram):word({s) in a sen- 
tence which is described, which does, some- 
thing, etc, eg book in ‘The book is green’ and 
they in ‘Did:they come early?’ 5 (music) theme 
on which acomposition is based. 
‘subject matter, plot, topic, etc of a book 
or speech (contrasted with style}. 

sub-ject® /sob'dzekt/ vt 1 bring, get (a 
country, nation, person) under control: The 
Romans ~ed most of Europe ‘to their rule. 2 
cause ‘to undergo or experience: ~ a man to 
torture. 
sub.jec-tion,/sab!d3ek fn/ n{U] 

sub-jec:tive fsab'dzektrv/ adj (opposite of 
objectivey(ofideas, feelings,.etc) existing.in the 
mind, not produced by things outside the 
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mind: Did he really see а: ghost or was it: antya 
~ impression? 2 (of art and! artists, writing; 
etc): giving the personai: or individual point of 
view or feeling (opposite:to realistic). 3(gram) 
of the subject (4). 
sub-jec-tive-ly adv 
sub-jec tiv-ity /,sabdgek'trvoti/ и [9] 

sub-ju-gate /'sxbd3zugeit/ vt (formal): sub- 
due;-conquer.. 
зы, да» Нот. /,sxbdzu'gerfn/ п О]. 

sub-junc-tive /sob'dzanktiv/: adj (стат) ех- 
pressing а condition, hypothesis, possibility, 
etc:.o.n [C]:(gram) the subjunctive: mood; form 
of averbin thissmood 

sublease: |,sab'li:s/ vi,vi lease to another 
persom сти {С lease-ofi this. kind. 

sub-let /,sab'let/ vi,vi (-tt-) rent (а room, 
house,, etc of which ene is a tenant’) tm some- 
body’else: 

sub-li-mate /'sablhmeit/’ ve № (psychology) 
direct’ (emotions, impulses): into higher or 
more desirable:channels. 2:(informa?) idealize. 

sub-lime: /so'blaim/! adj'1 of the: greatest and 
highest sort; causing: wonder or reverence: ~ 
heroism. 2 extreme (as of a person who: does 
not fear the consequences): What ~ indiffer- 
ence! с’ п the ~,. that whicln fills one: with 
wonder or reverence. 
sub: lime:-ly adv 

sub-lim-inat /\sxb'liminl/ ао which one is 
not consciously aware. 

sub-mar-ine /,sabms'rzm WS: 'sabmorim/ 
adj existing, designed: for use, under the: sur- 
face of the sea: a:~ cable. on [С] ship which 
can operate under water. 

sub-merge /sob'ma:d3/ vt,vi Т put under 
water; cover with a liquid. 2 sink out of sight; 
(of a submarine) go down under the surface. 3 
(fig) inundate: 
sub-merged adj (а) under the surface of the 
sea, etc: ~drocks. (b) (fig) overwhelmed: 
sub>merg-ence /sab'ms:dzons/, sub-mer- 
sion /seb'ms:[n US: -3n/ и О] submerging or 
being’submerged. 

sub-mis-sion /sob'mifnj n 1: [U} act of sub- 
mitting; acceptance of another’s power or 
authority: The enemy were starved into: ~. 2 
[О] obedience; respect: with allidue ~. 3[C,U] 
(Jegal)'theory, ete submitted: to a judge or jury: 
My ~ is that... 

sub-miss-ive /sob'misiv/: adj yielding to:the 
control or authority of another: Marian is not 
an wife. 
зип ме у adv 

sub-mit /sob'mit/ vr,vi: (-tt-) 1 put. (oneself) 
under the:control of another: ~. oneself to-dis- 
cipline. 2 put forward: for opinion, discussion, 
decision, etc: ~ plans|/proposals to а commit- 
1ее. 3 (legal): suggest: Counsel: ~ ted that there 
was no-case against his client. 4 surrender: ~ to 
separation fromone’ s family. 

sub-nor-matk /,sxb'no:mi/ adj below. normal 


subjugate/substance 

(esp:intelligence):. 

sub-or-di-nate /so'bo:dinot/: adj junior in 
rank or position; less important. in: a ~ posit 
tion. о п [С] persom ima junior position. o vt 
/sa'bo:daneit/' treat asjunior. 

subordinate: clause,. (gram) dependent 
clause; clause: which, introduced by a.conjunc- 
tion, serves:as:a noun, adj:or adv: 

sub-scribe /sob'skraib/ vi,vtt (agree:to):pay 
(a sunr of money): with other persons: (to а 
cause, for something): He ~s liberaily to 
charities. 2: agree: to take (а newspaper, 
periodical, etc) regularly. 3: agree with, share 
(ап opinion, view, etc); subscribing to the 
general’ view that... 

sub-scriber, (a): person whasubscribes.(esp 
to funds):. (©)! person,. business; etc paying for 
hawing’a' telephone, receiving ajournal, etc: 
subscription. /sob'skrpfn/: m (а); [©] sub- 
scribing or being:subscribed: ра for by public 
subscription. (5); [С] sum of money: paid: (to 
charity, for receiving a newspaper, magazine, 
etc-or for membershipof aclubs), 

sub:se- quent /'sabsikwont/ adj later; fol- 
lowing: ~ events; ~ to this event. 

sub>ser-vi-ent: /sab'sa:viont/ adj Т giving 
too much respect to: ~. junior staff..2 subondi- 
nate ог subject to.. 

зи. семьей ву adv 

sub-side /sab'said/ vt 1 (of flood water) sink 
to: a lower. or to: the normal level: 2’ (of land) 
sink, eg because of mining: operations. 3 (of 
buildings): settle lower down im the ground 4 
(of winds, anger, etc) become less strong. 
subsidsence /sob'saidans/ и: [СО] act or 
process:of subsiding( 2,3); instance of this. 

sub-sidi-ary /sob'sidiori US: -dier/ adj:serv- 
ing:as.a help or support’ but not of first impor- 
tance: a >. сотрапу, controlled by a: larger 
опе. a м [С] (pl -ies): subsidiary’ company, 
thing-or person. 

sub-si-dize (also -ise) /'sabsidaiz/ vt give-a 
subsidy to. 

sub-sidy /'sabsodi/ п [С] (рё -ies)) money 
granted, esp: by.a government or society, to.an 
industry or other cause needing help, or (eg 
food subsidies) to keep prices down. 

sub-sist /sob'sist/' vi(formal)exist; be kept т 
existenceom ~. ona vegetable diet. 
sub-sis-tence /-tons/  [U] (means of) exist- 
ing: ~ence’ crops, those. grown for consump- 
tion (contrasted with 'сазй crops, sold: for 
money). 

sub:-soilll /'sxbsoil/ п [U] layer of soil that: lies 
immediately beneath the surface layer. 

sub-stance /'sxbstons/ 11 [СУ] (particular 

kind: of): matter: Water, ice and’ snow. are: the 

same ~ in different forms. 2 [U] most impor- 

tant part,.chief or real meaning,.of something: 

I agree in ~ with what you say, but differ on 

some small points. 3 [9] firmness; solidity: 
This material’ has some ~, is fairly: solid: or 


substandard /such 


strong. 4[U] money; property: a man of ~, eg 
a property owner. 

sub-stan-dard /|,sab'standod/ adj below 
average, expected, standard. 

sub-stan-tial /sob'stenfl/ adj 1 solidly or 
strongly built or made. 2 large; considerable: a 
~ meallimprovement/loan. 3 possessing con- 
siderable property: a ~ business firm. 4 of the 
main or most important part(s): We are in~ 
agreement. 5 real: Was what you saw some- 
thing ~ or only a ghost? 
sub-stan-tially /-fali/ adv: Your efforts con- 
tributed ~ly ( = a great deal) to our success. 

sub.-stan-ti-ate /sob'stenfieit/ vt give facts 
to support (a claim, statement, charge, etc). 

sub-sti-tute /'sabstitju:t US: -tu:t/n[C] per- 
son or thing taking the place of, acting for or 
serving for another: S~s for rubber can be 
made from petroleum. в vt,vi use, serve, as a 
substitute: ~ margarine for butter. 
sub-sti-tu-tion /,sabsti'tju:fn US: -'tu:-/ п 
[U] 

sub-stra-tum /,sab'stra:tom US: -'streit-/ п 
[С] (pl -ta /-ta/) level lying below another: а ~ 
of rock. 

sub-struc-ture /'sabstraktfa(r)/ и [С] foun- 
dation (the usual word). 

sub-sume /sab'sju:m US: -'su:m/ vt (formal) 
include (an example, etc) under a rule or in a 
particular class. 

sub-ter-fuge /'sabtofju:d3/ п [C,U] (formal) 
trick; [U] trickery. 

sub-ter-ranean /,sabta'remion/ adj (for- 
mal) = underground. 

sub-title /'sabtaitl/ и [С] 1 secondary title (of 
a book). 2 translation of a film script, printed 
on the film. 

subtle /'satl/ adj 1 difficult to become aware 
of or describe because fine or delicate: a ~ dis- 
tinction. 2 clever; complex: a ~ argument. 3 
quick and clever at seeing or describing small 
differences: a ~ observer. 
subtlety [C,U] (p/ -ies) 
sub-tly /'satli/ adv 

sub-tract /sob'trekt/ vt take (a number, 
quantity) away from (another number, etc): ~ 
6 from 9. 
sub-trac-tion /sob'trekfn/n[C,U] 

sub-tropi-cal /,sab'troprkl/ adj nearly trop- 
ical. 

sub-urb /'sabs:b/ п [С] residential district 
round the outside of a town or city. 
sub-ur-ban /so'bs:bon/ adj of or ina suburb. 
sub-ur-bia /so'b3:bia/ п [U] (usually deroga- 
tory) (kind of life lived by, characteristic out- 
look of, people in) suburbs. 

sub-ver-sion /sob'v3:Jn US: -3n/n[U] act of 
subverting. 

sub-vers-ive /sob'vs:siv/ adj tending to sub- 
vert: ~ literature/speeches| policies. 

sub-vert /sab'vs3:t/ vt destroy, overthrow, 
(religion, a government) by weakening 
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people’s trust, confidence, belief. 

sub-way /'sabwei/ п [С] 1 underground pas- 
sage or tunnel, eg used to get from one side of 
a street to another. 2 (US) = under- 
ground(1). 

suc-ceed /sok'si:d/ vi,vt 1 do what one is try- 
ing to do: ~ in passing an examination. The at- 
tack ~ed. 2 соте next after and take the place 
of: Who ~ed Kennedy as President? 3 inherit 
(a title, position, etc): On George VI's death, 
Elizabeth II ~ed (to the throne). 

suc-cess /sak'ses/ п 1 [U] succeeding; the 
gaining of what is aimed at: meet with ~. 2[U] 
prosperity: have great ~ in life. 3 [С] person or 
thing that succeeds: The plan|play/lecturer was 
a great ~. make a success (of sth), do it 
successfully. 
suc-cess:ful /-fl/ adj having, gaining, 
success: ~ ful candidates; a ~ful application. 
suc-cess-fully /-fali/ adv 

suc-ces:sion /sok'sefn/ и 1 [U] the coming 
of one thing after another in time or order: the 
~ of the seasons. in succession, one after 
the other. 2 [С] number of things in succes- 
sion: а ~ of defeats. 3 [Ч] (right of) succeeding 
to a title, the throne, property, etc; person 
having this right: Who is first in ~ to the 
throne? 

suc-cess-ive /sok'sesiv/ adj coming one 
after the other in an uninterrupted sequence: 
Liverpool won eleven ~ games. 
suc-cess-ive-ly аду 

suc-ces-sor /sak'sesa(r)/ п [С] person ог 
thing that succeeds another: appoint а ~ toa 
headmaster. 

suc-cinct /sok'sinkt/ adj expressed briefly 
and clearly. 
suc-cinct-ly adv 

suc-cour (US = -cor) /'saka(r)/ п [U] 
(literary) help given in time of need. с vt give 
such help to. 

suc-cu-lent /'sakjulent/ adj 1 (of fruit and 
meat) juicy; tasting good: a ~ steak. 2 (of 
stems, leaves) thick and fleshy. о п [C] suc- 
culent plant, eg a cactus. 

suc:cumb /so'kam/ vi yield (to death, temp- 
tation, flattery, etc). 

such /sat/ adj (Note: there is no comparative 
or superlative; such can not be placed between 
a and a noun.) 1 of the same kind or degree 
(as): Гуе never heard of ~ a thing! All ~ people 
are respected; poets ~ as Keats and Shelley; ~. 
poets as Keats and Shelley; on ~ an occasion| 
on an occasion ~ as this. &> as?(10). 2 such 
as it is, (used to suggest that something is of 
poor quality, of little value, etc): You can use 
my bicycle, ~ as it is. 3 such (...) that: His 
behaviour was ~ that everyone disliked him. 
S~ was the force of the explosion that all the 
windows were broken. 4 (Compare the posi- 
tions of such and so in these examples): Don’t 
be in ~ a hurry, in so much of a hurry, in so 
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great a hurry. Г haven’t had ~ an enjoyable 
evening (= so enjoyable an evening) for 
months. 5 (used in exclamatory sentences): /t 
was ~ a long time ago! We’ve had ~ a good 
time! о pron 1 this, that, these, those (as al- 
ready stated, etc): S~ were his words. S~ is 
life! Life is like that. 2 person(s) or thing(s) of 
the same kind, etc: J may have hurt feelings but 
~ (= that) was certainly not my intention. as 
such, as this kind: He’s clever and as ~ should 
Pass the exam. 

'such-like adj (informal) people, things, of 
the same kind: / have no time for pop concerts 
and ~like. 

suck /sak/ vt,vi 1 draw (liquid) into the 
mouth by the use of the lip muscles: ~ the juice 
from an orange. 2 hold (something) in the 
mouth and lick, move, squeeze, etc with the 
tongue: The child still ~s its thumb. 3 suck 
sth up, absorb: plants that ~ up moisture 
from the soil. 4 (of a whirlpool, etc) pullin: The 
canoe was ~ed (down) into the whirlpool. 5 
suck up to sb, (informal) flatter them, do 
things for them, for one’s own benefit. оп [С] 
act or process of sucking: have/take а ~ ata 
lollipop. 

sucker /'saka(r)/ п [С] 1 person who, that 
which, sucks. 2 organ of some animals so that 
they can rest on a surface by suction. 3 rubber 
device, eg a rubber disc, that can be used to fix 
an object to a surface by suction. 4 unwanted 
shoot from the roots of a tree, shrub, etc. 5 (in- 
formal) person foolish enough to be deceived 
by salesmen, advertisements, etc. 

suckle /'sakl/ vt feed with milk from the 
breast or udder. 

suc-tion /'sakfn/ п [0] 1 action of sucking. 2 
removal of air, liquid, etc from a cavity so as 
to produce a partial vacuum and enable air- 
pressure from outside to force in liquid or 
dust: Vacuum-cleaners work by ~. 3 similar 
process, eg in a rubber disc, a fly’s foot, pro- 
ducing a vacuum that causes two surfaces to 
be held together. 

sud-den /'sadn/ adj happening, coming, 
done, unexpectedly, quickly, without warn- 
ing: a~ shower. в п (only in) аЙ of a sud- 
den, unexpectedly: All of a~ she screamed. 
sud-den-ly adv 

suds /sadz/ п pi mass of tiny bubbles on soapy 
water. 

sue /su:/ vt,vi sue for, 1 make a legal claim 
against: ~ a person for damages. 2 beg (the 
usual word): suing for mercy. 

suede, suéde /sweid/ п [U] kind of soft 
leather without a shining surface. 

suet /'su:it/ п [U] hard fat round the kidneys 
of sheep and oxen, used in cooking. 

suf-fer /'safo(r)/ vi,vt 1 suffer (from), feel 
or have pain, loss, etc: ~ from (= often have) 
headaches. His business ~ed while he was ill, 
His business did not do well. 2 experience 


suck /suit 


(something unpleasant): ~ pain/defeat. 3 put 
up with: How can you~ such insolence? 
suf-ferer, person who suffers. 
suf-fer-ing, (a) [U] pain of body or mind. 
(b) (p/) feelings of pain, unhappiness, etc: а 
prisoner’s ~ings. 

suf-fer-ance /'safarons/ п [U] with permis- 
sion suggested (not given) because there was 
no objection: He’s here on~. 

suf-fice /so'fais/ vi,vt 1 be enough (the more 
usual words): Will £10 ~ for your needs? 2 
meet the needs of: One meal a day won't ~ a 
growing boy. 

suf-fi-ciency /so'fifnsi/ п (usually with a) 
sufficient quantity: a ~ of fuel. 

suf-fi-cient /so'fifnt/ adj enough: Have we 
~ food for ten people? 
suf-fi-cient-ly adv 

suf-fix /'safiks/ п [С] letter(s), sounds ог syll- 
able(s) added at the end of a word to make an- 
other word, eg -/y, -ment. 

suf-fo-cate /'safokeit/ vi,vi 1 cause or have 
difficulty in breathing: The fumes were suffo- 
cating me. 2 kill, choke, by making breathing 
impossible. 
suf-fo-ca-tion /,safa'keifn/n[U] 

sugar /'fuga(r)/ п [U] sweet substance ob- 
tained from the juices of various plants, used 
in cooking and for sweetening drinks. о vt 
sweeten or mix with sugar. 
‘sugar daddy, (informal) rich, elderly man 
who is generous to a young woman. 
sugary adj (a) tasting of sugar. (b) (fig) (of 
music, etc) too sweet. 

sug-gest /sa'dzest (5: sag'd3-/ vt 1 put for- 
ward for consideration, as a possibility: J] ~ed 
a visit|~ed going/that we should go to the 
theatre. 2 bring (an idea, possibility, etc) into 
the mind: That cloud ~s an old man. 
sug-ges-tion /sa'dzestfan US: sag'd3-/ п (a) 
[U] suggesting: at the ~ion of my brother; on 
your ~ion. (b) [C] idea, plan, etc that is sug- 
gested: What а silly ~ion! (с) [С] slight indica- 
tion: a ~ion of a French accent. 
sug-ges-tive /so'dzestiv US: sag-/ adj (a) 
tending to bring ideas, etc into the mind: ~ive 
remarks. (b) tending to suggest(2) something 
indecent: ~ive jokes. 
sug-ges-tive-ly adv 

sui-cidal /,su:1'saidl/ adj 1 of suicide. 2 very 
harmful: ~ economic policies. 

sui-cide /'su:isaid/ n 1 [0] murder of oneself: 
commit ~; [С] instance of this: three ~s last 
week, [С] person who does this. 2 [U] action 
destructive to one’s interests or welfare: 
economic ~, eg adoption of policies that will 
ruin the country’s economy. 

suit’ /su:t/[C]1 set of articles of outer cioth- 
ing of the same material: a man’s ~, jacket 
(waistcoat) and trousers. 2 (formal) request 
made to a superior, esp to a ruler: press one’s 
~.3 = lawsuit. 4 any of the four sets of cards 
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(spades, hearts, diamonds, clubs) used in 
many card-games. follow suit, (fig) do what 
somebody else has done. - 
'‘suit-case, portable case with flat sides for 
clothes, used when travelling. 

suit? /su:t/ vt,vi1 satisfy; meet the needs of; be 
convenient to or right for: Does the climate ~ 
you/your health? Will Thursday ~ (you), be 
convenient? su/t oneself, act according to 
one’s own wishes. 2 (esp of articles of dress, 
hair styles, etc) look well; be appropriate for: 
Does this hat ~ те? 3 be suited (to/for}, 
be fitted, have the right qualities: That man is 
not ~ed for teaching|ta be a teacher. 

suit-able /'su:tabl/ adj right for the purpose 
or occasion: ~ clothes for cold weather. 
suit-ably /-abli/ adv: suitably dressed. 
suit-abil-ity /,su:to'biloti/ и] 

suite /swit/ п [С] 1 group of personal 
attendants of an important person (eg a ruler). 
2 complete set of matching articles of furni- 
ture: а 'bedroom ~. 3 set of rooms (eg in a 
hotei): the ‘bridal ~. 4 (music) orchestral com- 
position made up of three or more related 
parts. 

suitor /'su:to(r)/ п [К] 1 person bringing a 
lawsuit. 2 (dated) man courting a woman. 

зы Ис /salk/ vibe in a bad temper and show this 
by refusing to talk. 
sulky adj (-ier, -iest) unsociable. 

sul-len /'salon/ adj 1 silent and angry: ~ 
looks. 2 dark and gloomy: a~ sky. 
sul-len-ly adv 

sul-phur (US = sul-fur) /'salfa(r)/ п [U] 
light-yellow non-metallic element (symbol $) 
that burns with a bright flame and a strong 
smell, used in medicine and mdustry. 
sul-phu-ric (US = sul-fu-) /sal'fjuortk/ adj: 
~ic acid. 

sul-tan /‘salton/ п [С] Muslim ruler. 
sul-tan-ate /'saltonert/, position, period of 
rule of, territory ruled by, a sultan. 

sul-tana /sal'ta:no US: -'tano/ и К] (р! ~s) 
kind of small seedless raisin used in puddings 
and cakes. 

sul-try /'saltri/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 (of the at- 
mosphere, the weather) hot and oppressive. 2 
(of a person’s temper) passionate. 

sum /sam/ п [C] 1 (also sum 'total) total 
obtained by adding together items, numbers 
or amounts. 2 problem in arithmetic: good at 
^5. 3 amount of money: save a nice little ~ 
each week. г> lump'(1). с vt,vi (-mm-) 1 give 
the total of. 2 express briefly (the chief points 
of what has been said): The judge ~med up 
(the evidence). 3 form a judgement or opinion 
of: He ~med up the situation at a glance, 
realized it at once. 

suny-mar-ize (also -ise) /‘samoraiz/ vt be or 
make a summary of. 

sum-mary /'samori adj (formal) 1 brief; giv- 
ing the chief points only: a ~ account. 2 done 


or given without delay or attention to smatl 
matters: ~ justice. с п К] (pl -ies) brief 
account giving the chief points. 

sum-mer /‘samo(r)/ п [СЛ] (in countries 
outside the tropics) the warmest season of the 
year: in (the) ~; this/next{last ~ ; (used as an 
adjective) ~ weather; the ~ holidays. 
'summer-house, small building in a park or 
garden for relaxing in summer. 
'sum-mer-time, the season of summer. 
‘summer time, time as recognized in some 
countries where clocks are put forward one 
hour so that darkness falls an hour later. 
sum-mery adj like, suitable for, summer: a 
~y dress. 

sum-mit /‘samst/ п [С] 1 highest point; top: 
reach the ~, of a mountain. 2 (fig): the ~ of his 
power. 
‘summit talk /meeting, (modern use) at the 
highest level (ie between heads of States). 

sum-mon /'saman/ vt 1 call or send for: ~ a 
person to appear as a witness, eg ina law court. 
2 gather together: ~ up courage. 

sum-mons /'samonz/ п [С] (pl ~es) 1 order 
to appear before a judge or magistrate; docu- 
ment with such an order: issue а ~. 2 com- 
mand to. do something or appear somewhere. 
о vt serve asummons(1) оп. 

sump-tu-ous /'samptfuos/ adj (formal) 
looking expensive: ~ clothes. 

sun /san/ 11 the ~, the heavenly body from 
which the earth gets warmth and light. 2 the 
~, light and warmth from the sun: sit in the ~~. 
under the sun, anywhere in the world: the 
best wine under the ~. 3 [С] any fixed star with 
satellites: There are many ~s larger than ours. 
оу (-nn-) put in, expose (oneself) to, the rays 
of the sun: The cat was ~ning itself on the path. 
'sun-baked adj made hard by the heat of the 
sun: ~baked fields. 
'sun-bathe vi expose one’s body to sunlight. 
'sun-beam, ray of sunshine. 
'sun-burn, (place where there is a) reddening 
and blistering caused by too much exposure to 
the sun. Hence, 'sun-burnt adj. 
'sun-diai, device that shows the time by the 
sun producing a shadow опа marked surface. 
'sum-down, = sunset (which is more usual). 
‘sun-drenched adj exposed to great light 
and heat from the sun: ,~-drenched beaches. 
‘sun-dried adj (of fruit, etc) dried naturally, 
by the sun, not by artificial heat. 
'sun-fish, large fish almost spherical! in 
shape. 
'sun-glasses, with dark-coloured glass to 
protect the eyes from bright sunshine. 
'sun-god, the sun worshipped as a god. 
'sun-lamp, lamp that gives out ultra-viclet 
rays used for artificial sunbathing. 
‘sun-light, the light of the sun. 
‘зип И adj lit by the sun: а ~/it room. 
'sun-rise, (time of) the sun’s rising. 
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'зип.зет, (time of) the sun’s setting. | 
‘sun-shade, shade (like an umbrella) to keep 
off the sun. 
'sun-shine, light of the sun. 
'‘'sun-spot, (a) (astronomy) dark patch on 
the sun. (b) (informal) place that has a sunny 
climate (eg for holidays). 
'sun-stroke, iliness caused by too much ex- 
posure to the sun, esp on the head. 
'sun-tan, browning of the skin from expo- 
sure to sunlight: ‘ап lotion/oil. 
'sun-worship, (informal) fondness for sun- 
bathing. 
sun-less adj receiving little or no sunlight. 
sunny adj (-ier, -iest) (a) bright with sun- 
light: а пу room. (b) cheerful: a-~ny smile. 

Sun-day /'sandi/ п the first day of the week. 
(not in) a month of Sundays, (not for) а 
long period of time. 

sun-dries /'sandriz/ и pi various small items. 

sung /san/ pp of sing. 

sunk /sank, pt,pp of sink?. 

sunken /'sankan/ pp of sink’. 

sup /sap/ vi,vt (-pp-) (esp Scot and N Eng) 
drink in small amounts. ол [С] small quantity 
(of liquid). 

super /'su:pa(r)/ adj (informal) excellent; 
splendid. 

super- /su:po(r)-/ prefix 1 above, over: super- 
impose. 2 superior to: superhuman. 

super-an-nu-ation /|,su:porenju'eif{n/ м 
[О] pension (the usual word). 

su-perb /su:'ps:b/ adj magnificent; first class: 
a~ meal/swimmer|result. 
su-perb-ly adv 

super-cili-ous |,su:po'stlies/ adj (formal) 
snobbish and indifferent: with his nose high in 
the air, looking~. 
super-cili-ous-ly adv 

super-fi-cial /,su:po'fifl/ adj 1 of or on the 
surface only: a ~ wound. 2 not thorough or 
deep: have only a~ knowledge of a subject. 
super-fi-cially /-fali/ adv 

su-per-flu-ous /su:'ps:fluas/ adj more than 
is needed or wanted. 
su-per-fiu-ous-ly adv 

super-hu-man /,su:pa'hju:msn/ adj much 
greater than ordinary human power, size, 
knowledge, etc: by a~ effort. 

super-im-pose /,su:porim'pouz/ vt put 
(one thing) on top of something else. 

super-in-tend /,su:porin'tend/ vt,vi watch 
and direct (work, etc). 
super-in-ten-dence /-эп5/ л [0] 
super-in-ten-dent /-ont/ м [С] (a) person 
who superintends. (5) police officer above а 
chief inspector in rank. 

su-per-ior /so'proria(r)/ adj 1 better than the 
average: ~ intelligence; ~ grades of coffee. 2 
greater in number: The enemy attacked with~ 
forces. 3 superior to, (a) better than. (b) 
higher in rank or position than. 4 snobbish: a 


Sunday /supply 
~ look. a n{C]1 person of higher rank, auth- 
ority, etc than another, or who is better, etc 
than another (in doing something): Napoleon 
had no ~ as a general. 2 (in titles) the Father 
S~, abbot; the Mother S~, abbess. 
su-per-ior-ity /so,piori'proti US: -'s:1-/ п №] 
state of being superior: the ~ity of one thing to 
another. 
su-per-la-tive /sups:lotrv/ adj 1 of the 
highest degree or quality: a man of ~ wisdom. 
2 (gram) the ~ degree, the form of an adjective 
or adverb expressing the highest degree, eg 
best, worst, highest, most foolish(ly). 0 п К] 
superlative form ofan adjective or adverb. 

super-mar-ket /su:poma:kit/ и К] large 
self-service store selling food, household 
goods, etc. 

super-natu-ral /supo'netfral/ adj spiri- 
tual; of that which 15 not controlled or ex- 
plaimed by physical laws: ~ beings, eg angels. 

super-sede /,su:po'si:d/ vt take the place of; 
put or use a person or thing in the place of: 
Motorways have ~d ordinary roads for long- 
distance travel. эй 

super-sonic /5и:рэ'5ошК/ adj 1 (of speeds) 
greater than that of sound. 2 (of aircraft) able 
to fly at supersonic speed. 

super-sti-tion |su:po'strfn/ л [СДЛ (idea, 
practice, etc based on) belief in magic, witch- 
craft, etc. 
super-sti-ticus /;su:po'stifos/ adj of, show- 
ing, resulting from, believing in, superstitions: 
superstitious beliefs|ideas| people. 
super: sti-tious-ly adv 

super-struc-ture /'su:postraktfa(r)/ м [С] 
structure built on the top of something else. 

super-vise /'su:povaiz/ угу watch and 
direct (work, workers, an organization). 
super-vi-sion /,su:po'vizn/, supervising: un- 
der the supervision of, supervised by. 
super-vi-sor /-za(r)/, person who supervises. 

sup-per /'sapa(r)/ п [СХ] last meal of the 
day. 

sup-plant /so'pla:nt US: -'plent/ vt 1 super- 
sede (the usual word). 2 take the place of (a 
person): The Prime Minister was ~ed by his 
rival. 

supple /‘sapi/ adj (-r, -st) easily bent: not 
stiff: the ~ limbs of a child. 

supple-ment /'saplmont/ и [К] 1 some- 
thing added later to improve or complete, eg a 
dictionary. 2.extra and separate addition to a 
newspaper or other periodical: The Times 
Literary S~.1 vt /'saplament/ make an addi- 
tion or additions to: ~ one’s ordinary income 
by writing books. 

supple-men-tary /sapii'mentori/ adj.addi- 
tional; extra: ~ estimates, eg for additional 
expenditure. 

supply /so'plai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 give or pro- 

vide (something needed or asked for): ~ chil- 

dren with money for books. 2 meet (a need): 


support/surface 


- Should the government ~ the need for more 
houses, help to provide them (eg by making 
loans)? o n 1 [Ч] supplying; [С] (p/ -ies) that 
which is supplied; stock or amount of some- 
thing which is obtainable: Have you a good ~ 
of clothes for the holiday? in short supply, 
scarce (the more usual word). 2 (pl) (esp) 
stores necessary for some public need: The 
refugees need more medical supplies. 
sup-plier, person or firm supplying goods, 
materials, etc. 

sup-port /so'po:t/ vt 1 bear the weight of; 
hold up or keep in place: Js this bridge strong 
enough to ~ heavy lorries? 2 provide a person 
or thing with what is necessary: ~ a political 
party, agree with its policies; a hospital ~ed by 
voluntary contributions; an accusation not ~ed 
by proofs. 3 provide (money, etc) for: He has a 
large family to ~. an 1 [U] supporting or be- 
ing supported: J hope to have your ~ in the 
election. If you decide to oppose the decision, 
you have my full (= total) ~. Mr X spoke in~ 
of the motion. The divorced wife claimed ~ (ie a 
regular financial contribution) for her children 
from her ex-husband. 2 [C] person who, that 
which, supports: Dick is the chief ~ of the fam- 
ily, earns the money for the family. 
sup-porter, person who, device which, sup- 
ports. 

sup-pose /|sa'pauz/ у! let it be thought that; 
take it as a fact that: Let us ~ (that) the news is 
true. Everyone is ~d to know the rules. It is as- 
sumed that we all know the rules. 2 guess; 
think: What do you ~ he wanted? ‘Will he 
come? —‘Yes, I ~ so’'|‘No, I ~ not[‘No, I 
don’t ~ so’. 3 be supposed to, (a) be ex- 
pected or required to (by customs, duty, etc): 
Is йе ~d to clean the outside of the windows or 
only the inside? (Ъ) (informal) (in the negative) 
not be allowed to: We’re not ~d to play foot- 
ball on Sundays. 
sup-pos-ing con if: Supposing it rains, what 
shall you do? 
sup-pos-ed-ly /-1dli/ adv according to what 
is/was supposed (2). 

sup-po-si-tion /,sapo'zifn/ и 1 [] suppos- 
ing: This newspaper article is based on ~, on 
what the writer thinks is true or correct, not on 
fact. 2[C] guess: Our ~s were fully confirmed. 

sup-posi-tory /so'ppozitri US: -to:ri/ п [С] 
(pl -ies) medicine (in a container which dis- 
solves) to be put into the rectum or vagina. 

sup-press /so'pres/ vt 1 put an end to the ac- 
tivity or existence of: ~ a rebellion. 2 prevent 
from being known or seen: ~ the truth/a 
yawn/one’s feelings. 
sup-pres-sion /so'prefn/ п [О] 
sup-pres-sive adj tending to, designed to, 
suppress: ~ive action by the police. 
sup-pres-sor /-sa(r)/, something that sup- 
presses; (esp) a device fitted to electric 
apparatus to prevent interference with radio 
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and television reception. 

su-prem-acy /su'premasi/ и [U] being sup- 
reme over; highest authority: His ~ was un- 
challenged. 

su-preme /su'pri:m/ adj 1 highest in rank or 
authority: the S~ Commander; the S~ Court, 
highest in one of the States of the US or in the 
whole of the US; the S~ Being, God. 2 most 
important; greatest: make the ~ sacrifice, die 
(eg in war). 
su-preme-ly adv extremely: ~/y happy. 

sur-charge /'53:{а:45/ п [C] 1 payment de- 
manded in addition to the usual charge, eg for 
a letter with insufficient postage paid on it. 2 
excessive or additional load. с vt 1 overload. 2 
demand a surcharge(1) on or in. 

sure /fua(r)/ adj 1 free from doubt; having 
confidence; knowing and believing; having, 
seeming to have, good reason for belief: / 
think he’s coming, but Гт not quite ~. Yow’ re 
~ of (= certain to receive) a welcome. Гт not 
~°why he wants it. be/feel sure (about 
sth), have no doubts (about): / think the 
answer’s right, but Гт not ~ (about it). be 
sure to, don’t fail to: Be ~ to write and give 
me all the news. make sure (that/of sth), 
(а) feel sure: / made ~ he would be here. (b) 
satisfy oneself; do what is necessary in order to 
feel sure, to get something, etc: / think there’s a 
train at 5 o’clock, but you'd better make ~, eg 
by looking up trains in a timetable. 2 proved 
or tested; reliable: a ~ cure for colds. о adv 1 
sure e'nough, as expected: I said it would 
happen, and ~ enough it did. 2 as. sure as, as 
certain as: as ~~ as my name’s Bob: 

sure-ly /'fuali/ adv 1 with certainty: He was 
working slowly but ~. 2 if experience or pro- 
bability can be trusted: S~ this wet weather 
won't last much longer! You didn’t want to hurt 
his feelings, ~! 

surety /'fuorati (5; 'fuarti/ п [C,U] (pi -ies) 1 
(something given as a) guarantee. 2 person 
who makes himself responsible for the con- 
duct ог debt(s) of another person: stand ~ for 
adebtor. 

surf /s3:f/ п [О] waves breaking in white foam 
on the seashore, on sand-banks or reefs. 
'surf-board, board used for surfing. 
surfing, 'surf-riding, sport in which one 
balances oneself on a long narrow board while 
being carried along by heavy surf. 

sur-face /'s3:fis/ п [С] 1 the outside of any 
object, etc; any of the sides of an object: Glass 
has а smooth ~. А cube has six ~s. 2 top of a 
liquid: The submarine rose to the ~. 3 outward 
appearance; what is seen or learnt from a 
quick view or consideration: His faults are all 
on the ~. When you get below the ~, you find 
that he is generous. & scratch?(1). 4 (as an 
adjective) of the surface only: ~ impressions, 
received quickly or casually, with no depth of 
thought, observation, etc. > superficial. о 
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vt,vi'l give a surface to: ~ а road with tarmac. 
2 (of a submarine, skin-diver, etc) (cause to) 
come to the surface. 
‘surface maii, sent by land or sea, not air- 
mail. 

sur-feit /'ss:fit/ п [С] (usually with a, an) too 
much of anything, esp food and drink: have a 
~ of curry while in Madras. a vt (cause to) take 
too much of anything: be ~ed with pleasure. 

surge /s3:d3/ vi move forward, roll on, in or 
like waves: The floods ~d over the valley. The 
crowds were surging out of the sports stadium. 
a n{C]1 forward or upward movement: the ~ 
of the sea. 2 (fig) (of feelings) grow suddenly: a 
~ of anger|pity. 

sur-geon /'s3:dzan/ п [С] doctor who рег- 
forms medical operations. 

sur-gery /'ss:dzari/ n (pl -ies) 1 [U] the 
science and practice of treating injuries and 
disease by operations: qualified in both ~ and 
medicine. 2 [С] (GB) doctor’s or dentist’s room 
where patients come to consult him: ~ hours, 
4pm to 6pm. 3 (also political surgery) (in- 
formal) place where constituents can consult a 
member of Parliament. 

sur-gi-cal /'ss:d31kl/ adj of, by, for, surgery: 
~ instruments. 
sur-gi-cal-ly /-kli/ adv 

sur-ly /'ss:li/ adj (-ier, -iest) bad-tempered 
and unfriendly. 

sur-mise /sa'maiz/ vi,vi guess (the usual 
word). ол /'s3:maiz/ [С] guess. 

sur-mount /sa'maunt/ vt 1 overcome (diffi- 
culties); get over (obstacles). 2 be sur- 
mounted by/with, have on or over the top: 
aspire ~ed by across. 
sur-mount-able /-abl/ adj that can be over- 
come or conquered. 

sur-name /'s3:neim/ и [С] person’s heredi- 
tary family name: Smith is a very common 
English~. 

sur-pass /so'pa:s US: -'pxs/ vt (formal) do or 
be better than: ~ him in speed|skill. 
sur-pass-ing adj (formal) excellent: of ~ing 
beauty. 

sur-plice /'ss:plis/ n [С] loose-fitting (usually 
white) gown with wide sleeves worn by (some) 
priests (over a cassock) during church ser- 
vices. 

sur-plus /153:р1э5/ и 1 [С] amount (of money) 
that remains after needs have been supplied. 2 
amount (of anything) in excess of require- 
ments: Brazil had а ~ of coffee last year. 3 (as 
an adjective) more than what is needed or 
used: ~ population, for which there is not 
enough food, employment, etc. 

sur-prise /so'praiz/ п 1 [C,U] (feeling caused 
by) something sudden or unexpected: What a 
horrible|wonderful ~! He looked up in~. 2 (as 
an adjective) unexpected; made, done, etc 
without warning: a ~ visit/attack.a vt1 givea 
feeling of surprise to: She was more ~d than 
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frightened. take sb by surprise, г 
{аКе'(2). 2 experience surprise: We were ~d 
at the news/~d to hear the news. 3 discover, 
see, suddenly or without warning: ~ a burglar 
in a house. 
sur-pris-ing adj causing surprise. 
sur-pris-ing-ly adv 

sur-ren-der /so'rendoa(r)/ vt,vi 1 give up 
(oneself, a ship, a town, etc) to the enemy, the 
police, etc): We shall never ~. 2 give up under 
pressure or from necessity; abandon posses- 
sion of: We shall never ~ our liberty. 3 give 
way to (a habit, emotion, influence, etc): He 
~ed to despair and committed suicide. a п [Ц] 
surrendering or being surrendered: demand 
the ~ of all weapons. 

sur-rep-ti-tious /,sarap'tifas/ adj (formal) 
(of actions) done secretly. 

sur-round /so'raund/ vt be, go, all round, 
shut in on all sides: a house ~ed with/by trees. 
on([C] edge, eg of a floor. 
sur-round-ing adj which is around about: 
York and the ~ing countryside. 
sur-round-ings n (p/) everything around 
and about a place; conditions that may affect 
a person: pleasant ~ings. Animals are not in 
their natural ~ings at a 200. 

sur-veil-lance /ззлуейеп$/ и [0] close 
watch kept оп persons suspected of doing 
wrong, etc: under police ~. 

sur-vey /sa'vei/ vt 1 take a general view of: ~ 
the countryside from the top of a hill. 2 examine 
the general condition of: The Prime Minister 
~ed the international situation. 3 measure and 
map out the position, size, boundaries, etc of 
(an area of land, a country, coast, etc): ~ a 
ратзй[а railway. 4 examine the condition of (a 
building, etc): Have the house ~ed before you 
offer to buy it. а п |'ss:ve1/ [С] 1 general view: 
make a general ~ of the situation|subject. 2 
(map, record of) land-surveying: an aerial ~ 
of Africa, made by photography from aircraft. 
sur-vey-ing, the work of surveying(3,4). 
sur-veyor /5э!уе1э(г)/, person who sur- 
veys(3,4). & quantity surveyor. 

sur-vival /so'vaivl/  [U] state of continuing 
to live or exist; surviving: the ~ of the fittest, 
the continuing existence of those animals and 
plants which are best adapted to their sur- 
roundings, etc; (as an adjective) a ~ kit, pack- 
age of necessities for a person after a disaster, 
etc (eg at sea). 

sur-vive /so'varv/ vt,vi continue to live or ex- 
ist; live or exist longer than: ~ ап earthquake| 
shipwreck. The old lady has ~d all her 
children|is still surviving. 
sur-vivor /-va(r)/, person who has survived: 
Help was sent to the survivors of the air crash. 

sus-cep-tible /so'septabl/ adj 1 easily influ- 
enced by feelings: а ~ nature. 2 easily affected, 
influenced, by: ~ to pain. 
sus-cep-ti-bil-ity /sa,septo'biloti/ п (р/ -ies) 
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(a) [0] sensitiveness: ~ to colds. (b) (pl) sensi- 
tive points of a person’s nature: We must avoid 
wounding their susceptibilities. 

sus-pect /so'spekt/ vz 1 have an idea or feel- 
ing (concerning the possibility or likelihood of 
something): She has more intelligence than we 
~ed. 2 feel doubt about: ~ the truth of an ac- 
count. 3 have a feeling that a person may be 
guilty (of): He is ~ed of telling lies. о п 
/'saspekt/ [С] person suspected of doing 
wrong, etc: Are political ~s kept under police 
observation in your country? в adj |'saspekt/ of 
doubtful character: His statements are ~. 

sus-pend /5э'5репа/ vt 1 hang up (from): 
lamps ~ed from the ceiling. 2 (of solid par- 
ticles, in the air or other fluid medium) be or 
remain in place: dust/smoke ~ed in the air. 3 
stop for a time; delay: ~ judgement, postpone 
giving one. 4 announce that (a person) cannot 
be allowed to perform his duties, enjoy pri- 
vileges, etc for a time: ~ a (professional) foot- 
ball player, eg because of breaking the rules. 

sus-penders /so'spendoz/ п p/ (also a pair of 
~) 1 (GB) elastic band for keeping up a sock 
or stocking. 2(US) = braces'(3). 

sus-pense /so'spens/ и [U] uncertainty, an- 
xiety (about news, events, decisions, etc): We 
waited т ~ for the doctor’s opinion. 

sus-pen-sion /sa'spenfn/ и [U] suspending 
or being suspended(4): the ~ of a member of 
Parliament. 
sus'pension bridge, bridge hanging on 
steel cables supported from towers. 

sus-pi-cion /so'spifn/ п 1 [C,U] feeling that 
a person has when he suspects; suspecting or 
being suspected; feeling that something is 
wrong: / have a~ that he may be right. He was 
arrested on (the) ~ of having stolen the money. 
above suspicion, of such good reputation 
that suspicion is out of the question. under 
suspicion (of), being considered as possib- 
ly guilty (of). 2 (sing with a or an) slight taste 
or suggestion: There was а ~ of sadness in her 
voice. 

sus:pi-cious /so'spifas/ adj having, sowie 
or causing suspicion: The excuse is ~ to me. 
He’s a ~ character. There is reason to suspect 
that he is dishonest, etc. 
sus-pi-cious-ly adv: behave ~ly. 

sus-tain /sa'stem/ vt 1 keep from falling or 
sinking: Will this light shelf ~ (the weight of) 
all these books? 2 (enable to) keep up, main- 
tain: ~ing food, that gives strength; ~ an 
argument/attempt; ~ a note, continue to sing 
or play the note without stopping; make a ~ed 
effort. 3 suffer; experience: ~ a defeat/an in- 
jury. 4 (legal) give a decision in favour of: The 
court ~ed his claim. 

sus-ten-ance /5лзипэп$/ и [U] (formal) 
(nourishing quality of) food or drink: There! 5 
more ~ т cocoa than in tea. 

swab /swob/ п [С] 1 mop or pad for ae. 
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eg floors, decks. 2 piece of absorbent material, 
etc for medical use; specimen taken with a 
swab: take throat ~s. 0 vt (-bb-) clean with a 
swab: ~ an injury. 

swag-ger /'swzgoa(r)/ vi walk or behave in a 
self-important or self-satisfied manner. си [С] 
swaggering walk or way of behaving. 

swal-low’ /'swolou/ п [С] kinds of small bird 
with a forked tail. 
'swallow-dive, type of diving with arms 
wide apart until entering the water. 
'swaljow-tailed adj (of butterflies, birds) 
with a deeply forked tail. 

swal-low? /'swolou/ vt,vi1 cause or allow to 
go down the throat: ~ one’s food. 2 take in; ex- 
haust; cause to disappear; use up: earnings 
that were ~ed up by lawyers bills. 3 (fig): ~ an 
insult, accept it without complaining. swal- 
low sth whole, believe it without argu- 
ment, doubt. swallow one’s words, ex- 
press regret for them. оп [С] act of swallow- 
ing; amount swallowed at one time. 

swam /swem]/ pt of swim. 

swamp /swomp/ п [C,U] (area of) soft wet 
land; marsh. о vt 1 flood, soak, with water: A 
big wave ~ed the boat. 2 (fig) overwhelm: We 
are ~ed with work. They ~ed us with orders. .. 
swampy adj (-ier, -iest) having swamps. 

swan /swon/ п [С] large, graceful, long- 
necked (and usually white) water bird. о vi 
(-nn-) (informal) move, go in a slow, often 
aimless manner: / suppose you’re ~ning off to 
Paris for the weekend. 
'swan-song, last performance, appearance, 
work before death of a poet, musician, etc. 

swap /swop/ vt,vi (-рр-) = swop. 

swarm /swo:m/ п [С] large number, of in- 
sects, birds, etc moving about together: a ~ of 
ants/locusts|bees. с vi'1 (of bees) move or go in 
large numbers round a queen bee for emigra- 
tion to a new colony. 2 (of places) be crowded: 
The beaches were ~ing with people. 3 be 
present in large numbers: The crowds ~ed into 
the cinemas. 

swarthy /'swo:61/ adj having a dark skin. 

swat /swot/ vt (-tt-) slap with a flat object: ~ 
a Пу. an[C}1 slap of this kind: Give that fly a 
~. 2 implement with a handle for swatting 
(flies, etc): a'fly-~ 

swathe /swei6/ vt wrap: ~d in bandages. 

sway /swei/ vi,vt 1 (cause to) move, first to 
one side and then to the other: The branches of 
the trees were ~ing in the wind. 2 control or in- 
fluence; govern the direction of: a speech that 
~ed the voters. n[U]1 swaying movement. 2 
rule or control: under the ~ of Rome, (in an- 
cient times). 

swear /sweoa(r)/ vt,vi (pt swore /swo:(r)/, pp 
sworn /swo:n/) 1 say solemnly or emphatical- 
ly: He swore to tell the truth/that he would tell 
the truth. 2 (cause (a person) to) take an oath. 
swear sb in, cause him to take the oath. of 
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office. swear sb to secrecy, make him 
swear to keep a secret. 3 swear by sth, (a) 
appeal to as a witness or witnesses: ~ by all the 
gods that... (b) (informal) use and have great 
confidence in: He ~s by this ointment. 4 make 
an affirmation after having taken an oath: 
sworn evidence/statements. 5 use curses and 
bad language: The captain swore at his crew. 
'swear-word, word used in swearing(5). 
swearer, person who swears(5). 

sweat /swet/ п 1 [U] moisture that is given 
off by the body through the skin: wipe the ~ 
off one’s brow. 2 (with a, an) condition of a 
person or animal (esp a horse) when covered 
with sweat: be ina ~. а vt,vi give out sweat: 
The long hot climb made him~. 
‘Sweat shirt л [С] thick cotton sweater with 
long sleeves, worn informally. 
sweaty adj (-ier, -iest) (making) damp with 
sweat. 

sweater /'sweta(r)/ п [С] knitted jacket ог 
jersey, usually of thick wool. 

swede /swi:d/[C,U] kind of turnip. 

sweep!’ /swi:p/ n [С] 1 act of sweeping with, 
or as with, a broom, etc: Give the room a good 
~. make а clean sweep of sth, get rid of 
what is unwanted completely: They made a 
clean ~ of their old furniture|of the members of 
the committee. 2 sweeping movement: with one 
~ of his arm. 3 space, range, covered by a 
sweeping movement: The radar has а ~ (= 
range) of 100 miles. 4 long unbroken stretch, 
esp curved, on a road, river, coast, etc or of 
sloping land: a fine ~ of country. 5 steady un- 
interrupted flow: the ~ of the tide. 6 = 
chimney-sweep. 
'sweep-stake, form of gambling on horse- 
races, the money paid by those who take part 
being divided among the winners. 

sweep? /swi:p/ vt,vi (pt,pp swept /swept/) 1 
clear (dust, dirt, etc) away with, ог. аз with, a 
brush or broom; clean by doing this: ~ the 
carpets|the floor; ~ up the crumbs; ~ а room 
clean|clear of dust. 2 clean or move as with a 
broom: The current swept the logs along. 
sweep the board, win easily. sweep sb 
of his feet, > foot'(1). 3 pass over ог 
along, esp so as to overcome obstacles: A huge 
wave swept over the deck. 4 move in a dignified 
or stately manner: She swept out of the room. 5 
extend in an unbroken line, curve or expanse: 
The coast ~s northwards in a wide curve. 6 pass 
over (as if) to examine or survey: The search- 
lights swept the sky. 7 move over lightly and 
quickly: Her dress swept the ground. 8 make (a 
bow, curtsey) with a sweeping movement: He 
swept her a bow. 
sweeper, (a) person or thing that sweeps: 
\street ~ers. (b) (football) defender who 
covers the backs, tackling any opponent who 


passes them. 
sweep-ing adj (a) far-reaching; taking in 
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very much: ~ing changes|/reforms. (b) а ~ing 
Statement, not correct in detail. 

sweet /swi:t/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (opposite of 
sour) tasting like sugar or honey: /t tastes ~, 
has a sweet taste. have a sweet tooth, like 
things that taste sweet. 2 fresh and pure: keep 
aroom clean and ~; ~ breath. 3 having a frag- 
rant smell: Don’t the roses smell ~! 4 pleasant 
or attractive: a~ face; ~ music. Isn’t the baby 
~! оп [К] 1 small piece of something sweet 
(boiled sugar, etc chocolate, etc). 2 dish of 
sweet food (puddings, tarts, jellies, trifles, etc) 
as one of the courses of a meal. 3 (dated) (asa 
form of address) darling: Yes, my ~. 
'Sweet-bread, pancreas of a calf or lamb 
used as food. 
‘sweet corn, maize kernels, boiled and 
eaten as food. 
'sweet-heart, (dated) either of a pair of lov- 
ers: David and his ~heart. 
sweet po'tato, tropical climbing plant 
with thick edible roots, cooked as a vegetable. 
sweet 'tooth, (informal) liking for sweet- 
tasting things. 
sweet-ly adv 
sweet-ness и [0] 

sweeten /'swi:tn/ vt,vi make or become 
sweet. 
sweet-en-ing /'swi:tnin/ п [СЧ] that which 
sweetens food and drink. 

swell /swel/ vi,vt (pt ~ed /sweld/, pp swollen 
['swaulon/) 1 (cause to) become greater in vol- 
ume, thickness or force: Wood often ~s when 
wet. His face began to ~, eg from toothache. 
have/suffer from a swollen head, be 
conceited. Hence, ,swollen-'headed adj. 2 
have, cause to have, a curved surface: The sails 
~ed out in the wind. The wind ~ed the sails.an 
{C] 1 gradual increase in the volume of sound: 
the ~ of an organ. 2 (sing only) slow rise and 
fall of the sea’s surface after a storm: There 
was a heavy ~ after the storm. a adj (dated in- 
formal) excellent; fashionable. 
swell-ing, (esp) swollen place on the body, 
eg the result of a toothache. 

swel-ter /'swelto(r)/ vi be uncomfortably 
warm: а ~ing hot day. 

swept /swept/ pt,pp of sweep”. 

swerve /sw::v/ vi,vt (cause to) change direc- 
tion suddenly: The car ~d to avoid knocking 
the boy down. a n{C] swerving movement. 

swift' /swift/ adj (-er, -est) quick; fast; 
prompt: a~ revenge. 
swift-ly adv 
swift-ness п [О] 

swift? /swift/ п [С] kinds of small bird with 
long wings, similar to a swallow. 

swill /swil/ vt,vi 1 rinse by pouring liquid in- 
to, over or through: ~ out a dirty tub. 2 (infor- 
mal) drink greedily: The students were ~ing 
beer when they ought to have been working. an 
1 [С] rinsing: Give the bucket a good ~ out.2 


swim/syHable 


[9] waste food, mostly liquid, eg as given to 
pigs. 

swim /swim/ vi,vt (pt swam /swem/, pp 
swum /swam/) (-mm-) 1 move the body 
through water by using arms, legs, fins, the 
tail, etc: Fishes ~. Let’s go ~ming. He swam 
across the river. 2 cross by swimming: ~ the 
English Channel; take part in (a race) in this 
way; compete in this way: ~ a race; ~ two 
lengths of the pool. 3 be covered (with), over- 
flowing (with), or (as if) floating (in or on): 
eyes ~ming with tears; meat ~ming in gravy. 4 
seem to be moving round and round; have a 
dizzy feeling: The room swam before his eyes. 
His head swam. 5 swim with/against the 
tide/stream, agree, act with/against general 
opinion. оп [С] 1 act or period of swimming: 
havelgo for a ~. 2 (sing with the) main current 
of affairs. be in/out of the swim, be/not 
be taking part in, aware of, what is going on. 
swim-mer, person who swims. 
'swim-ming bath/pool, pool for swim- 
ming in. 

'swim-ming costume, 'swim-suit, one- 
piece clothing worn by women and girls for 
swimming. >> bikini. 

'swim-ming-trunks п p/ shorts worn by 
boys and men for swimming. 

swindie /'swindl/ vt,vi cheat; get (money, 
etc) by cheating: swindling money ош of a 
brother; ~ a child out of his money. с п [С] 
piece, act of swindling, eg something sold,.etc 
that is less valuable than it is described to be: 
This radio 15 a~; the sound is bad. 
swin-dier /'swindla(r)/, person who gets 
money, etc by cheating. 

swine /swam/ п [C] 1 (p/ unchanged) pig. 2 
(s/) disgusting person. 

Swing /swin/ vi,vt (pt,pp swung /swan/) 1 (of 
something having one end or one side fixed 
and the other free) move, cause to move, for- 
wards and backwards or in a curve: His arms 
swung as he walked. The door swung shut| 
swung to. 2 turn, cause to turn, in a curve: Не 
swung round (= turned quickly) and faced his 
accusers. 3 (fig) change (an opinion, etc). > 4 
below. оп [С] 1 swinging movement: the ~ of 
the pendulum. 2 strong rhythm. т full 
swing, active; in full operation. 3 seat held 
by ropes or chains for swinging on; act, 
period, of swinging on such a seat. 4 change 
(in opinion, voting, etc): a ~ to the Tories. 
Swing voter, person who changes his vote 
at elections. 

swipe /swaip/ vt (informal) 1 hit hard: The 
batsman ~d the ball into the grandstand. 2 
steal. оп [С] swinging blow: have/take а ~ at 
the ball. 

swirl /sw3:l/ vi,vt (of water, air, etc) (cause to) 
move or flow at varying speeds, with twists 
and turns: dust ~ing about the streets. в п [С] 
swirling movement: the ~ of the tide. 
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swish /swif/ vt.vi 1 move (something) 
through the air with a hissing or brushing 
sound; cut (something off) in this way: The 
horse ~ed its tail. 2 make, move wiih, a sound 
like that of something moving through the air: 
Her long silk dress ~ed as she came т. о п [С] 
sound of, like, swishing. 

switch /swit{/ п [С] 1 device for making and 
breaking a connection at railway points (to al- 
low trains to go from one track to another). 2 
device for making and breaking an electric cir- 
cuit: a 'Jight-~. 3 thin twig, etc, eg as used for 
urging a horse on. 4 bunch of false hair. 5 
transfer; change: a ~ from Liberal to Labour. 
О vt,vi 1 use a switch(2) to turn (electric cur- 
rent) on/off: ~ the light/radio on. 2 move (а 
train, tram, etc) on to another track: ~ a train 
into a siding. 3 shift; change: ~ over 10 а social- 
ist government. 5 use a switch(3). switch 
off, (fig) stop being interested or involved. 
switched on, (dated) up-to-date, with-it. 
'switch-board, apparatus for operating 
several telephone connections, eg in an Office. 

swivel /'swivl/ п [С] device used to join two 
parts (eg a chain and hook) so that one part 
can turn without turning the other. о vt,vi 
(-11-, US also -l-) turn оп or as if on a swivel: 
He ~led round in his chair. 

swob /swob/ и, vi (-bb-) = swab. 

swol-len /'swoulen/ pp of swell, esp as an 
adjective: a~ ankle. 

swoon /swu:n/ vi (dated) faint. о п [С] faint- 
ing fit. 

Swoop /swu:p/ vi come down on with a rush: 
The eagle ~ed down on the rabbit. в п [С] 
swooping movement; sudden attempt to 
snatch and carry off something. 

swop (also swap) /swop/ vt,vi (-pp-) (infor- 
mal) exchange by bargaining: ~ foreign 
stamps. swop places with sb, exchange 
seats, jobs, etc. o [С] exchange by bargain- 
ing. 

sword /so:d/ п [С] long steel blade fixed in a 
hilt, used as a weapon, or worn by army offic- 
ers, etc as part of a uniform. 

'sword-dance, dance over swords put on 
the ground, or one in which they are waved or 
clashed. 

'sword-fish, large sea-fish with a long upper 
jaw. 

swore, sworn > swear. 

swot /swot/ vi (-tt-) swet (up on), study a 
subject for an examination. о п [С] person 
who swots. 

swum /swam/ pp of swim. 

swung /swan/ pt,pp of swing. 

syca-more /'sikomo:(r)/ п 1 [С] large tree 
valued for its wood. 2 [0] its hard wood. 

syl-labic /si'lebik/ adj of or in syllables. 

syl-lable /'silabl/ п [С] minimum rhythmic 
unit of spoken or written language. ‘Arithmet- 
ic’ isa word of four ~s. 
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syl-la-bus /'silabas/ и [C] (p/ ~es) outline or 
summary of acourse of studies; programme of 
lessons. 

syl-lo-gism /'siladzizom/ и [С] form of 
reasoning in which a conclusion is reached 
from two statements, eg: АЙ men must die; I 
am aman, therefore I must die. 

sym-bol /'simbl/ п [С] sign, mark, object, etc 
looked on as_ representing something: 
mathematical ~s,eg x, +, +, —. 
sym-bolic /sim'bolik/ adj of, using, used as, a 
symbol. 
sym-boli-cally /-kli/ adv 
sym-bol.ize (also -ise) /'simbolaiz/ vt be a 
symbol of; make use of a symbol for. 

sym-me-try /'simatri/ п [U] (beauty result- 
ing from the) exact shape, design, of opposite 
parts; quality of harmony or balance (in size, 
design, etc) between parts: mathematical ~. 
sym-met-ric /si'metrik/, sym-met-ri-cal 
|-kl/ adj having symmetry; (of a design) hav- 
ing (usually two) exactly similar parts on 
either side of a dividing line. 
sym-met-ri-cally /-kli/ adv 

sym-path-etic /,simpo'Getik/ adj having or 
showing, caused by, sympathy: ~ looks/ 
words|smiles; be|feel ~ to/towards someone. 
sym-path-eti-cally /-kli/ adv 

sym-path-ize (also -ise) //зипрэба12/ vi feel 
or express sympathy(2) (with): Tom’s parents 
do not ~ with his ambition to be an actor. 
sym-path-izer (also -iser), person who 
sympathizes, eg one who supports a political 
party. 

sym-pathy /'simpo6i/ п (р/-е$) 1 [Ч] (ca- 
pacity for) sharing the feelings (troubles, pain) 
of others, feeling pity and tenderness: send her 
a letter of ~; feel ~ for her. 2 (often pl) beliefs, 
preferences, etc: My sympathies are with the 
miners, [ agree with them. 
sym-phonic /sim'fonik/ adj of, like, a 
symphony. 

sym-phony /'simfoni/ п [С] (р/ -ies) (music) 
(long) musical composition in (usually) three 
or four parts (called movements) for (usually a 
large) orchestra. 

symp-tom /'simptem/ и [С] 1 change in the 
body’s condition that is a sign of illness: ~s of 
measles. 2 sign of the existence of something: 
~s of political discontent. 
symp-to-matic /,simpte'metik/ adj serving 
as a symptom: Headaches may be ~atic of 
many kinds of trouble. 
symp-to-mati-cally /-kli/ adv 

syna-gogue /'sinogpg/ п [С] (building used 
for an) assembly of Jews for religious teaching 
and worship. 

syn-chron-ize (also -ise) /'siykronaiz/ vt,vi 
(cause to) happen at the same time, agree in 
time, speeds, etc: ~ the clocks in a building. 
syn-chron-iz-ation (also -isation) 
/,sinkronar'zerfn (5: -nt'z-/ п [Ч] 
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syn-di-cate /'sindikat/ п [C]1 business asso- 
ciation that supplies articles, cartoons, etc to 
periodicals. 2 combination of commercial 
firms associated to forward a common in- 
terest. с vt /'sindikeit/ publish (articles, strip- 
cartoons, etc) in several periodicals through a 
syndicate(1). 

syn-drome /'sindraum/ п [С] 1 (medical) 
number of symptoms which indicate an ill- 
ness, etc. 2 similar series of happenings des- 
cribing a general condition. 

synod /'sinpd/ n [С] meeting of church offic- 
ers to discuss and decide questions of policy, 
government, teaching, etc. 

syn-onym /'sinonim/ п [С] word with the 
same meaning as another in the same lan- 
guage but often with different implications 
and associations. > antonym. 
syn-ony-mous /si'npnimas/ adj 

syn-op:sis /si'nvpsis/ и [С] (pl -opses /-si:z/) 
summary or outline (of a book, etc). 
syn-op-tic /si'noptik/ adj 

syn-tac-tic /sin'tektik/ adj of syntax. 
syn-tac-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

syn-tax /'sinteks/ и [9] (lingistics) (gram- 
matical rules for) forming sentences. 

syn-thesis /'sin@asis/ п [C,U] (p/ -theses 
/-si:z/) combination of separate parts, ele- 
ments, substances, etc into a whole or into a 
system; that which results from this process: 
produce rubber from petroleum by ~. 
syn-thetic /sin'8etik/ adj 

syphilis /'sifalis/ п [0] infectious venereal 
disease. 

syphon /'saifn/n = siphon. 

syr-inge /si'rind3/ n [С] kinds of device for 
drawing in liquid by suction and forcing it out 
again in a fine stream, used for injecting 
liquids into the body, etc: a hypodermic ~. 0 vt 
clean, inject liquid into, apply liquid, with a 
syringe. 

syrup /'sirap US: 'sorap/ и [0] thick sweet 
liquid made from sugar-cane juice or by boil- 
ing sugar with water. 

sys:tem /'sistom/ и [C] 1 group of things or 
parts working together in a regular relation: 
the ‘nervous ~; the di'gestive ~; a'railway ~. 2 
ordered set of ideas, theories, principles, etc: a 
~ of government; а com'puter ~. 3 [U] 
organization: You mustn't expect good results 
if you work without ~. 
sys-tem-atic /,sisto'metik/ adj methodical; 
based оп а system: a ~atic analysis. 
sys-tem-.ati-cally /-kli/ adv 
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T, t /ti:/ (pl T's, t's /ti:z/) the twentieth letter of 
‘the alphabet. 

'T-junction, place where two roads, pipes, 
wires, etc meet to forma T. 

'T-shirt, short-sleeved, cotton shirt like a 
vest, worn informally. 

'T-square, T-shaped instrument for drawing 
right angles. 

ta /ta:/ int (informal) thank you. 

tab /teb/ п [С] 1 small piece or strip of cloth, 
etc fixed to clothing, etc as a badge or distin- 
guishing mark or (as a loop) for hanging up a 
coat, etc. 2 (informal) account. keep tabs on 
sth/sb, keep under observation. 
tab-er-nacle /'tzbonzkl/ п [С] 1 the T~, 
the portable structure used by the Jews as a 
sanctuary during their wanderings before they 
settled in Palestine. 2 place of worship, eg a 
Baptist Church or Mormon temple. 

table /'teibl/ п [С]1 piece of furniture consist- 
ing of a flat top with (usually four) supports 
(called legs): a 'dining-~; a 'kitchen-~. set 
the table, > set?(9). 2 (sing only) people 
seated at a table: jokes that amused the whole 
~.3 list, orderly arrangement, of facts, infor- 
mation, etc: a~ of contents, summary of what 
a book contains; a 'time~. 4 turn the tables 
on sb, gain a position of superiority after 
having been defeated or in a position of in- 
feriority. o vt 1 put (a proposal, etc) forward 
for discussion: ~ а топоп[а Bill. 2 put in the 
form of a table(3). 

'table-cloth, one (to be) spread ona table. 
'table-knife, knife for eating with. 
'table-mat, one to be placed under a hot dish 
or plate ona table. 

'table-spoon, large spoon for serving food 
from a dish, etc. 

'table-spoon-ful /-ful/, as much as a table- 
spoon can hold. 

'table-talk, conversation during a meal. 
‘table tennis, game with bats and a ball, 
similar to tennis but played ona table. 
'table-ware, dishes, silver, cutlery, etc used 
for meals. 

tab-let /'teblit/ п [С] 1 flat surface with words 
cut or written on it, eg one fixed to a wall in 
memory of a person or thing. 2 number of 
sheets of writing-paper fastened together 
along one edge. 3 piece of hard soap. 4 small, 
shaped piece of compressed medicine: two ~s 
of aspirin. 

tab-loid /'tzbloid/ п [С] newspaper with 
many pictures, strip cartoons, etc and with its 
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news presented in a form easily understood. | 

ta-boo /ta'bu: US: te'bu:/ n 1 [C,U] (among 
some primitive races) something which 
religion or custom regards as forbidden, not 
to be touched, spoken of, etc: That tree is un- 
der (a) ~. 2 [С] general agreement not to dis- 
cuss or do something. 0 adj under a taboo: 
Many derogatory names for people are ~ в vt 
forbid, esp on moral or religious grounds. 
taboo word, one which convention prohib- 
its, eg swear-words. 

tabu-lar §/'tebjulo(r)/ adj arranged т 
tables(3). 

tabu-late /'tebjuleit/ vt arrange (facts, fig- 
ures, etc) in tables(3). 
tabu-la-tion /,tebju'leifn/ и [0] 

tacit /'tesit/ adj understood without being 
put into words: ~ consent/agreement. 
tacit-ly ady 

taci-turn /'tesits:n/ adj (formal) (in the habit 
of) saying very little. 

tack /tek/ п [С] 1 small, flat-headed nail (eg 
used for securing carpet to a floor). > 
thumb-tack. 2 long, loose stitch used in 
fastening pieces of cloth together loosely or 
temporarily. 3 sailing-ship’s direction as fixed 
by the direction of the wind and the position 
of the sails. on the right/wrong tack, (fig) 
following a wise/unwise course of action. о 
vt,vi 1 fasten with tacks(1): ~ down the car- 
pet. 2 fasten with tacks(2): ~ ahem. 3 make a 
tack (3). 

tackle /'tak1/ n 1 [C,U] set of ropes and pul- 
leys for lifting weights, etc. 2 [U] equipment, 
apparatus, for doing something: ‘fishing ~, a 
rod, line, hooks, etc. 3 [C] act of seizing and 
bringing down an opponent with the ball (in 
rugby and American-style football); act of 
taking the ball from an opponent (in $оссег). о 
vt,vi 1 deal with, attack (a problem, a piece of 
work): J don’t know how to ~ this problem, 
how to start on it. tackle sb about/over 
sth, speak to him frankly (about a problem, 
etc). 2 seize, eg a thief or a player who, in 
rugby, has the ball: He ~s fearlessly. 3 get the 
ball from (in soccer, etc): a fair/unfair ~. 

tact /tekt/[U] (use of) skill and understand- 
ing shown by a person who handles people 
and situations successfully and without caus 
ing offence: show/have great ~. 
tact-ful /-fl/ adj having or showing tact. 
tact-fully /-foli/ adv 
tact-less adj without tact. 
tact-less-ly adv 

tac-tic /'tektik/n[C]1 means of achieving an 
aim. 2 (p/) art of placing or moving fighting 
forces for or during battle. (Note: often used 
with a sing verb.) 3 (pl) (fig) plan(s) -or 
method(s) for carrying out a policy: These ~s 
are unlikely to help you. 
tac-ti-cal /-k1/ adj of tactics: a ~~alerror. 
tac-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 
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tac-ti-cian /tek'tifn/ п [С] expert in tactics. 

tac-tile /'tektail US: -tl/ adj of, experienced 
by, the sense of touch: ~ greetings, eg kissing. 

tad-pole /'tedpoul/ п [С] form of a frog or 
toad from the time it leaves the egg to the time 
when it takes its adult form. 

tag /txzg/n[C] 1 metal or plastic point at the 
end of a shoelace, string, etc. 2 label (eg for 
showing prices, addresses) fastened to or 
stuck into something. 3 any loose or ragged 
end. 4 [0] game in which one child chases and 
tries to touch another. с vt,vi (-gg-) 1 fasten а 
tag(2) to. 2 tag along/behind/after, fol- 
low closely: T~ along with us (= Come with 
us) if you like. 

фай /teil/ п [C] 1 long movable part at the end 
of the body of a bird, some animals, fish or 
reptiles: Dogs wag their ~s when they are 
pleased. turn tail, run away. 2 something like 
a tail in position: the ~ of a kite/aircraft. 3 (pl) 
side of a coin opposite to that in which there is 
the head of a monarch, etc. 4 (informal) per- 
son employed to follow and watch another 
person, eg a suspected criminal: put a ~ on 
him. a vt,vi 1 tail after sb, follow close 
behind. 2 вай sb, follow him closely, eg be- 
cause he is suspected to be a criminal. 3 ёайЙ 
off /away, (a) gradually become smaller in 
number, size, etc. (b) (of remarks, etc) end in 
a hesitating or inconclusive way. (c) fall 
behind or away in a scattered line. 4 вай 
back, (of a queue, a line of vehicles, etc) ex- 
tend back a long way. 

itail-'end, (usually with the) final part: at the 
~-end of the procession. 
'tail-gate, door or flap at the back of a 
motor-vehicle which can be opened for load- 
ing and unloading. 
'tail-light, light at the end of a train, bus ог 
other vehicle. 
'tail-spin, spiral dive of an aircraft in which 
the tail makes wider circles-than the front. 
Чай wind, wind blowing in the same direc- 
tion as the aircraft, ship, etc. 

tail-less adj having no tail: a~/less cat. 

tailor /'teilo(r)/ п [С] maker of coats, suits, 
etc. о vt 1 cut out and sew: a well-~ed suit. 2 
adapt: ~ed for a particular age-group. 
itailor-'made adj (a) (esp of a woman’s coat 
and skirt) made by a tailor, with special atten- 
tion to exact fit. (b) (fig) appropriate, suit- 
able: He seems ~-made for the job. 

taint /temt/ п [C,U] trace of some bad smell, 
decay or infection: There was a ~ of insanity in 
the family. a vt,vi make or become infected: 
~ed meat. 

take’ /teik/ vt,vi (pt took /tuk/, pp taken 
[ЧеКоэп/) (For use with a large number of 
nouns, & the noun entries, eg ассоип! (6), 
саге!(1), chance'(1),  effect(1), hint, 
leave?(3), notice(3), offence(2), part'(4), 
place'(1), stock'(1), task, troublen(3), 
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word. For special uses with adverbial particles 
and prepositions > 16 below.) 1 get ог hold 
with the hand(s) or any other part of the body, 
eg the arms, teeth or with an instrument: ~ 
her hand; ~ a man by the throat; He took her т 
his arms, embraced her. 2 capture; catch; win 
(in a contest, etc): ~ a town, in war; ~ 50 
prisoners; be ~n prisoner, be caught and be 
made a prisoner. Her horse took (= was 
awarded) the first prize. take a fancy to, > 
fancy?(3). be taken ill, & ill(1). take sb 
by surprise/unawares, discover him do- 
ing something when he does not know that 
one sees him, etc. 3 use without permission or 
by mistake; steal: Who has ~n my bicycle? 4 
carry something, go (away) with somebody 
from a place: ~ letters to the post; ~ a friend 
home in one’s car. T~ her some flowers. 5 get, 
have; eat or drink; allow oneself: ~ а holiday/a 
walk]a bath|a quick look round/a deep breath. 
Do you ~ sugar in your coffee? take a/the 
chair/a seat, > chair(1), seat(1). 6 accept; 
receive: Will you ~ £450 for the car, let me buy 
it for this sum? & takings. Гт not taking any 
more of your insults, I refuse to listen to them. 
2> also easy(2). take it from me; take my 
word for it, > word(4). be able to take 
it; can take it, be able to endure suffering, 
punishment, attack, etc without showing 
weakness, without admitting defeat, easily 
etc. 7 receive and pay for regularly: Which 
newspapers do you~? 8 make гесог4 of: ~ 
notes of alecture; ~ a letter, from dictation; ~ 
a photograph. 9 need, require: The work took 
four hours. & time'(3). 10 suppose; consider 
to be: / took you to be an honest man. Do you~ 
me for a fool? 11 find out (by inquiry, 
measurement, etc): The doctor took my tem- 
perature. 12 (gram) use: a transitive verb ~s.a 
direct object. 13 be in charge and act: ~ a 
class, give the class its lesson, etc. 14 be suc- 
cessful: That smallpox injection did not ~. 15 
use as transport: / always ~ the bus to work. 
16 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

be taken aback, > aback. 

take after sb, resemble (esp a parent orrel- 
ation) in features or character: Your daughter 
does not ~ after you in any way. 

take sth apart, separate it (machinery, etc) 
into its (component) parts. 

take away, (a) (maths) minus: 4 ~ away 2 is 
2. (b) (of a meal) take out of a restaurant to 
eat at home. Hence, 'take-away adj, n: 
ywaway 'meals; Chinese ~aways. take sth/ 
sh away (from sb/sth), remove: Not to be 
~n away, eg books from a library. The child 
was ~n away from the school. 

take sth back, (a) withdraw (what one has 
said) as an admission of error, as an apology, 
etc: [~~ back what I said. (b) agree to receive 
back: Shops will not usually ~ back goods after 
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they have been paid for. take sb back (to), 
cause to think of an earlier period: These 
stories took him back to his childhood, brought 
it back to his mind. 

take sth down, (a) write down: The report- 
ers took down the speech. (b) lower; get by lift- 
ing down from (a shelf, etc): ~ down a book 
from the top shelf; ~ down a mast. (c) pull 
down; get into separate parts: ~ down the 
scaffolding round a building. 

take from, г> take away above. 

take sth in, (a) receive (work) to be done in 
one’s own house for payment: She earns 
money by taking in sewing. (b) reduce the size, 
area, length or width of (clothes, a sail, etc): 
This dress needs to be ~n in (= made smaller) 
at the waist. (c) include, eg in one’s journey or 
route: a tour that ~s in six European capitals. 
(d) understand: They listened to my lecture, 
but how much did they ~ in? (e) see at once: 
She took in every detail of her clothes. (+) listen 
to, watch, with excitement: The children took 
in the whole spectacle open-mouthed. take sb 
im, (a) admit (into one’s home) for payment: 
make a living by taking in guests. (b) deceive: 
Dor’ t let yourself be ~n in by these politicians. 
take off, (a) make a start in jumping. (b) 
(of an aircraft) leave the ground and rise. 
Hence, 'take-off п: a smooth ~-off. take 
sth off, (a) remove: ~ off one’s hat. (b) 
withdraw (from service): The 7am express to 
Bristoi will be ~n off next month, will not run. 
take sth off (sth), (a) lift and move to an- 
other position: T~ your hand off my shoulder. 
(6) deduct: ~ 50р off the price. take sb off, 
(a) lead away somewhere: He was ~n off to 
prison. (b) imitate (for amusement): Alice is 
clever at taking off her head teacher. Hence, 
‘take-off i: a good ~-off of the Prime Minis- 
ter. not/never take one’s eyes Off sth/ 
sb, look at constantly: He never took his eyes 
off her, looked at her ali the time, 

take sth on, (а) undertake: ~ on extra 
work|responsibilities. (b)*put on (a quality, 
appearance): The chameleon can ~ on the col- 
ours of its background. take sb on, (a) ac- 
cept as an opponent: ~ him on at golf. (b) ет- 
ploy: ~ on twenty more workers. (ce) (of a 
train, etc) allow to enter: The bus stopped to ~ 
on some children. 

take sth out, (a) extract; remove: have a 
tooth ~n out. (b) obtain: ~ out an insurance 
policy. take s& out, (a) invite and go witha 
girlfriend, etc on a social outing. (b) lead, go 
with: ~ the children out for a walk. take it 
out of sb, \eave him weak and exhausted: АЙ 
that hard work has ~n it out of him. take it 
out on sb, show one’s disappointment, etc 
by being angry, etc with somebody else: He 
was angry at losing his job and took it out on his 
wife. 

take sb over, carry from one place to an- 
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other: Mr White took me over to the island in 
his launch. take sth over, assume control of; 
succeed to the management or ownership of (a 
business, etc): When Mrs Green retired her son 
took over the business. Hence, 'take-over n 
[С] change of control of a firm or company, eg 
after another has made a successful bid to buy 
its stock: a ' over bid. take over (from 
sh), accept duties, responsibilities, etc: The 
new Chancellor took over (ie from _ his 
predecessor) yesterday. 
take to sth, (a) adopt as a practice or 
hobby, etc; get into a habit: ~ to gardening 
when one retires. (b) take refuge in; use as a 
means of escape: ~ to the woods, go to the 
woods to avoid capture. take to sth/sb, 
have a liking for: He will never ~ to cricket. I 
have really ~n to my mother-in-law. 
take sth up, (a) pick up; raise: ~ up one’s 
pen|book/gun. (b) interest oneself in: ~ up 
photography. (c) continue (something 
unfmished): Harry took up the tale at the point 
where John had left off. (d) occupy (time, 
space): This table ~s up too much space. take 
sth up with sb, speak or write to: J will ~ 
the matter up with the Ministry, eg by asking 
for information, or by making а protest. 
take sth upon oneself, assume responsi- 
bility; undertake: You mustn't ~ upon yourself 
the right to make decisions. 

take? /teik/ 1 [С] amount (of money) taken. 
2 (filming) scene that has been or is to be pho- 
tographed. 3 act of taking. 

taker /'terka(r)/ и [С] person who, that which, 
takes: There were no ~s, no one placed a bet. 

tak-ing /'te1kin/ adj attractive; captivating. о 
n(pl) money taken in business; receipts. 

tal-cum powder /'telkam pauda(r)/ п [Ц] 
perfumed powder for the skin. 

tale /te:l/ и [С] 1 story: ~» of adventure. 2 re- 
port; account. te// tales, tell something 
about another person, esp something he has 
done wrong. 

tal-ent /‘tzlont/ n [С] (particular kind of) 
natural power or ability to do something well: 
a man of many ~s; have a ~ for music{not 
much ~ for painting. 
tal-ented adj having talent; skilled. 

tal-is-man /'tzlismon/ п [С] lucky charm. 

talk' /to:k/ 1 [C,U] conversation; discussion: 
IP ve had several ~s with the headmaster about 
my boy. & small talk. the talk of the 
town, something or somebody that everyone 
is talking about. 2 [C] informal speech: give a 
~ ona holiday in Asia. 

talk? /to:k/ vi,vt 1 say things; speak to give in- 
formation; discuss something, etc: He was 
~ing to (less often with) a friend. What are 
they ~ing about? Were they ~ing in Spanish or 
in Portuguese? be/get oneself talked 
about, be made the subject of gossip. talk 
down to sb, talk in a way that suggests that 
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the speaker is superior. Ta/king of... While 
on the subject of: T~ing of travel, have you 
been to Munich yet? talk sth over, discuss it. 
talk round sth, discuss a subject without 
reaching the point or a conclusion. 2 have the 
power of speech: Can the baby ~ yet?3 be able 
to use (a language): ~ English/Spanish. 4 dis- 
cuss: We ~ed music all evening. 5 express in 
words: ~ sense/nonsense|/treason. talk shop, 
> shop(2). > also neck(1). 6 bring into a 
certain condition by talking: ~ oneself hoarse, 
talk until one’s throat hurts. ta/k sb into/ 
out of doing sth, persuade him to do/not to 
do it: She ~ed her husband into having a holi- 
day in France. 7 (various uses): Don’t do any- 
thing indiscreet— you know how people ~, gos- 
sip. Has the accused man ~ed yet, given infor- 
mation, eg under torture or threats? 
'talking point, topic that has caused or will 
probably cause discussion. 
talka-tive /'to:kotiv/ adj fond of talking. 
talker, (esp with an adjective) person who 
talks: a good/poor ~er. 

tall /to:1/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (of persons) of more 
than average height: She is ~er than her sister. 
2 (of objects such as a tree whose height is 
greater than its width) higher than the average 
or than surrounding objects: a ~ block of 
flats. 2 of a specified height: Tom is six foot ~. 
3 a tall order, an unreasonable request; a 
task difficult to perform. a ta// story, ex- 
cuse, explanation, description, etc that is diffi- 
cult or impossible to believe. 
tall-ish /-1(/ adj rather tall. 

tal-low /'tzlou/ п [0] hard (esp animal) fat 
used for making candles, etc. 

tally /'teli/ о vi (фёрр -ied) (of stories, 
amounts, etc) correspond; agree: The two lists 
do not ~. Does your total ~ with mine? 

talon /'tzlon/ и [С] claw of a bird, eg an eagle. 

tam-bour-ine /,tembo'ri:n/ п [С] small, 
Shallow drum with metal discs in the rim, 
played by striking with the knuckles and shak- 
ing it at the same time. 

tame /teim/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (of animals) 
brought under control and/or accustomed to 
living with human beings; not wild or fierce: a 
~ monkey. 2 (of a person) easily controlled or 
persuaded: Her husband is a ~ little man. 3 
dull: The story/film has a ~ ending. а vt make 
tame: ~ a lion. 
tamer, (usually in compounds) person who 
tames animals: a'lion-~r. 
tame-ly adv (of a person) acting, speaking, 
without courage, strength, etc. 
tame-ness п [О] 

tam-per /'tempo(r)/ vi tamper with, inter- 
fere with: Someone has been ~ing with the 
lock. 

tam-pon /'tempon/ п [С] compact lump of 
cotton-wool, etc used to plug a hole in the 
body, eg to stop bleeding. 


tall/tap 


tan /ten/ и [С], adj yellowish-brown; brown 
colour of sunburnt skin: ~ leather shoes| 
gloves; get a good ~ (on one’s skin). 0 vt,vi 
(-nn-) 1 (of an animal’s skin) make, be made, 
into leather. tan $6'$ hide, (sil) give him.a 
good beating. 2 make or become brown with 
sunburn: Some people ~ quickly. 
tan-ner, workman who tans skins. 
tan-nery /'tznori/, place where skins are 
tanned.. 

tan-dem /'tzndom/ и [С] bicycle made for 
two persons to ride on one behind the other, 
with pedals for both. о adv (of horses in har- 
ness or two persons on a tandem) one behind 
the other: drive/ride ~. 

tang /ten/ п [С] sharp taste or flavour, esp 
one that is characteristic of something: the 
salty ~ of the sea air. 

tan-gent /'tendzont/ п [С] straight line 
touching a curve. go/fly off at a tangent, 
(fig) change suddenly from one line of 
thought, action, etc to another. 

tan-ger-ine /,tend3o'ri:n US: 'tendzari:n/ и 
[С] small, sweet-scented kind of orange. 

tan-gible /'tendzebl/ adj 1 that can be 
known by touch. 2 clear and definite: ~ proof. 
tan-gibly /-abli/ adv 

tangle /'tzngl/ п [С] 1 confused mass (of 
string, hair, etc): brush the ~s out of a dog’s 
hair. 2 confused state: The traffic was in a 
frightful ~. а vt,vi 1 make or become соп- 
fused, disordered: ~d hair. 2 (informal) be/ 
become involved in a fight or quarrel: Don’t ~ 
with Peter —he’s bigger than you. 

tango /'tzngau/ п [С] (pl ~s) (music for a) $ 
American dance with strongly marked 
rhythm and a variety of steps. 

tank /tenk/ и [C] 1 (usually large) container 
for liquid or gas: the 'petrol-~ of a car; an ‘oil- 
~. 2 armoured fighting vehicle with guns, 
moving on endless belts instead of wheels. п vi 
get tanked up, (s/) get drunk (on beer). 
tan-ker, (a) ship or aircraft for carrying 
petroleum. (b) heavy road vehicle with a large 
cylindrical tank for carrying oil, milk or other 
liquid. 

tank.-ard /'tenkod/ n[C] large drinking mug, 
esp one for beer. 

tan-ner, tan-nery, > tan. 

tan-ta-lize (also -ise) /'tentalaiz/ vt raise 
hopes that cannot (yet) be realized; keep just 
out of reach something that a person desires: a 
tantalizing smell of food. 

tan-ta-‘mount /‘tentomaunt/ adj 
tantamount to, equal in effect to: The 
Queen’ 5 request was ~ toa command. 

tan-trum /'tentram/ и [С] (p/ ~s) fit of temp- 
er or anger: He’s in one of his ~s again. 

tap' /tep/ n [С] 1 device for controlling the 
flow of liquid or gas from a pipe, barrel, etc: 
Turn the ~ on/off. Don’t leave the ~s running, 
ie turn them off. on tap, (fig) available when 


tap /taste 


- needed. 2 plug used to close the opening of a 
cask. п vt (-pp-) 1 draw out liquid through the 
tap of a (barrel): ~ (off) cider from a cask. 2 
cut (the bark of a tree) and get (the sap, etc): ~ 
rubber-trees. 3 extract or obtain: ~ a man for 
information; ~ a telephone|wire]line, listen in 
without permission to get information, etc. 

tap? /tep/n[C]1 quick, light touch or blow: a 
~ on the window/at the door. 2 (pl) (US armed 
forces) last signal of the day (by drum or 
bugle) for lights to be put out. в vt,vi (-pp-) 
give a tap or taps (to): ~ aman on the shoulder. 
'tap-dancing, with rhythmical tapping of 
the foot. 

tape /teip/ п [СО] 1 (piece, length of) narrow 
strip of material used for tying up parcels, etc 
or in dressmaking: three metres of linen ~. > 
also insulating tape, red tape. 2 length of tape 
stretched between the winning-posts on a 
race-track. 3 = magnetic tape. о vt 1 fasten, 
tie together, with tape. 2 record (sound) on 
magnetic tape. 3 have sth/sh taped, (infor- 
mal) understand it/him thoroughly. 

Маре deck, tape recorder (without speakers 
or amplifiers) as a component in a hi-fi 
system. 

'tape-measure, length of thin, flexible 
metal or of strengthened cloth, marked for 
measuring distances, widths, etc. 

Маре recorder, apparatus for recording 
sound on, and playing sound back from, mag- 
netic tape. 

'tape-worm, kinds of many-jointed, long, 
flat worm that lives during its adult stage as a 
parasite in the intestines of man and other ani- 
mals. 

taper’ /'teipa(r)/ п [С] length of string with a 
covering of wax, burnt to give a light. 

taper? /'terpo(r)/ vt,vi make or become gradu- 
ally narrower towards one end: One end ~s|/is 
~ed off toa point. 

tap-es-try /'tzpistri/ п [C,U] (р! -ies) (piece 
of) cloth into which threads of coloured wool 
are woven by hand to make designs and pic- 
tures. 

tapi-oca /,tzpi'suko/ п [U] food (hard, white 
grains) used to make a milk pudding. 

ta-pir /'terpo(r)/ п [С] animal of Central and $ 
America, like a pig but with a long, flexible 
nose. 

tar /ta:(r)/ п [U] black substance obtained 
from coal, etc used to preserve timber (eg in 
fences and posts), in making roads, etc. в vt 
(-rr-) cover with tar. tar and feather sb, 
put tar on him and then cover him with feath- 
ers aS a punishment. tarred with the same 
brush, having the same faults. 

‘tar-mac, (mixture of tar and gravel, as used 
for a) road surface. 

ta-ran-tula /to'rentjulo US: -tfule/ n [С] 
large, hairy, poisonous spider of S Europe. 

tar-get /'ta:git/ п [С] 1 something to be aimed 
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- at in shooting-practice; any object aimed at. 2 


thing, plan, etc against which criticism is 
directed: This book will be the ~ of bitter criti- 
cism. 3 objective (set for savings, production, 
etc); total which it is desired to reach. 

tar-iff /'terif/ п [С] 1 list of fixed charges, esp 
for meals, rooms, etc at a hotel. 2 list of.taxes 
on goods imported or (less often) exported. 

tar-mac /'ta:mzk/ п > tar. 

tarn /{а:п/ п [С] small mountain lake. 

tar-nish /'ta:nif/ vi,vt 1 (esp of metal sur- 
faces) lose, cause the loss of, brightness: Brass 
~es easily. 2 (fig) lessen the quality of: His re- 
putation is ~ed. a п [Ч] dullness because of 
loss of polish. 

tar-pau-lin /ta:'po:lm/ и [C,U] (sheet or 
cover of) canvas made waterproof, esp by be- 
ing tarred. 

tar-ra-gon /'t2ragen US: -доп/ п [U] herb 
with sharp-tasting leaves. 

tarry’ /'ta:ri/ adj covered, sticky, with tar. 

tarry? /'teri/ vi (literary) stay, remain; be slow 
in coming, going, appearing. 

tart! /ta:t/ adj 1 acid in taste: а ~ flavour. 2 
(fig) bitter: ~ humour. 
tart-ly adv 

tart? /ta:t/n [С] pastry cooked with fruit or 
jam on it. 

tart? /ta:t/ п [С] (s/) girl or woman of immoral 
character. о vt tart sth/sb up, (informal) 
dress, decorate, (too) brightly. 

tar-tan /'ta:ton/ n [U] Scottish woollen fabric 
woven with coloured crossing stripes; [C] this 
pattern, eg of a Scottish clan. 

tar-tar' /'ta:to(r)/ п [О] 1 chalk-like substance 
deposited on the teeth. 2 substance deposited 
on the sides of casks from fermented wine. 

task /ta:sk US: tesk/ п [С] piece of (esp hard) 
work (to be) done: set а Боуа ~. take sh to 
task (about/for sth), scold him: /t’s wrong 
of you to take the child to ~ for such a silly of- 
fence. 
'task-force, specially organized unit (of 
police, etc) for a special purpose. 
'task-master/-mistress, person who de- 
cides on work to be done, esp strictly. 

tas-seli /'tzsl/n [С] bunch of threads, etc tied 
together at one end and hanging (from a flag, 


hat, etc) as an ornament. 
tas-sel-led (US = tas-seled) adj having 
tassels. 


taste’ /teist/ 1 [0] (with the) sense by which 
flavour is known: sweet/sour to the ~. 2[C,U] 
quality of a substance made known by this 
sense, eg by putting some on the tongue: Sug- 
ar has a sweet ~. 3 (usually sing with a, an) 
small quantity (of something to eat or drink): 
Won't you have a~ of this cake/wine? Give him 
a~ of the whip, (fig) enough to be a sample of 
what it feels like to be whipped. 4 [C,U] liking 
or preference: She has expensive ~s in clothes. 
There’s no accounting for tastes, It is 
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not obvious why different people like different 
things. 5 [U] ability to enjoy beauty, esp in art 
and literature; ability to form judgements 
about these; ability to choose and use the best 
kind. 
taste-ful /-fl/ adj showing good taste(5). 
taste-fully /-foli/ adv in a tasteful manner: 
~fully decorated with flowers. 
taste-less adj (a) (of food) having no flav- 
our. (6) without taste(5). 
taste-less-ly adv 
tasty adj (-ier, -iest) having a pleasant flav- 
our. 

taste? /teist/ vt,vi 1 be aware of the taste of 
something: Can you ~ anything strange in this 
soup? 2 have a particular taste or flavour: tast- 
ing sour|bitter|sweet. 3 test the taste of: She 
~d the soup to see if she had put enough salt in 
it. 4 experience: ~ happiness|the joys of free- 
dom. 

tat /tet/n & tit”. 

ta ta /па: 'ta:/ int (baby language) goodbye. 

tat-ters /'tztoz/ п pl pieces of cloth, paper, 
etc torn off or hanging loosely from some- 
thing: in ~, torn badly. 

tat-too' /tz'tu:/ л [C] (pl ~s) 1 (sing only) 
beating of drum(s) to call soldiers back to 
quarters; hour at which this is sounded: beat/ 
sound the ~. 2 [С] continuous tapping: He was 
beating a ~ on the table with his fingers. 3 [С] 
public entertainment, with music, marching, 
etc by soldiers. 

tat-too? /tz'tu:/ vt mark (а person’s skin) 
with permanent designs or patterns by prick- 
ing it and putting in dyes or stains: The sailor 
had a ship ~ed on his arm. о п [С] (pl ~s) mark 
or design of this kind. 

tatty /'tzti/ adj (-ier, -iest) (s/) untidy and 
worn. 

taught /to:t/ pt,pp of teach. 

taunt /to:nt/ п [С] remark intended to hurt a 
person’s feelings: listen to the ~s of a success- 
ful rival. a vt attack (a person) with taunts: 
They ~ed the boy with being a coward. 
taunt-ing-ly adv 

Taurus /'to:ras/ л the Bull, second sign of the 
zodiac. 

taut /to:t/ adj (of ropes, nerves, etc) tightly 
stretched: pull arope ~. 

tauto-logi-cal /,to:to'lod3ikl/ adj of, con- 
taining, tautology. 

taut-ol-ogy /to:'tolod3i/ п [U] the saying of 
the same thing again in different ways without 
making one’s meaning clearer or more force- 
ful; [С] (pi -ies) instance of this, eg ‘a two- 
wheeled bicycle’. 

tav-ern /'tzvan/ п [С] (old use) pub selling 
food and drink (to be consumed on the pre- 
mises). 

taw-dry /'to:dri/ adj (-ier, -iest) brightly col- 
oured or decorated, but cheap or in bad taste: 
~ jewellery| dresses. 


taste /tea 


taw-drily /-ali/ adv 

tawny /'to:n1/ adj brownish- и. 

tax /teks/ п 1 [C,U] (sum of) money (to be) 
paid by citizens (according to income, value of 
purchases, etc) to the government for public 
purposes: state/local ~es; direct ~es, ie on in- 
come; indirect ~es, eg paid when one buys 
goods. 2 a tax on, (sing only) something that 
is a burden or strain: a ~ on one’s strength] 
health|patience. о vt 1 put a tax on; require (a 
person) to pay a tax: ~ luxuries/incomes|rich 
and poor alike. 2 be a tax on: ~ a person’s pat- 
ience, eg by asking him many silly questions. 3 
tax sb with sth, accuse: ~ her with neglect 
of|with having neglected her work. 
Ках-Чтгее adj (a) not subject to taxation. (b) 
(of dividends or interest) on which tax has 
been deducted before distribution. 
'tax-collector, official who collects taxes. 
'tax-payer, person who pays taxes. 
tax-able /-abl/ adj to be taxed: ~able income. 
tax-ation /tzk'seifn/ п [0] (system of) raising 
money by taxes; taxes (to be) paid. 

taxi /'teksi/ п [С] (p/ ~s) motor-car, esp one 
with a meter, which may be hired for journeys. 
О vi,vt (of an aircraft) (cause to) move on 
wheels along the ground (or on floats, etc on 
the surface of water): The plane ~ed/was ~ ing 
across the tarmac. 
'taxi-cab, (common abbr cab) = taxi. 
'taxi rank, place where taxis wait to be hired. 

tea /ti:/ n 1 [U] (dried leaves of an) evergreen 
shrub of eastern Asia, India, etc; drink made 
by pouring boiling water on these leaves: a cup 
of ~; make (the) ~, prepare it. not my cup 
of tea, (fig) not the sort of phing I like. 2 [C, 
U] occasion (in the late afternoon) at which 
tea is drunk: We have ~ at half-past four. г> 
high tea. 
'tea bag, small bag with enough tea leaves 
for one cup of tea. 
'tea-break, (in an office, factory, etc) short 
period when work is stopped for tea drinking. 
'tea-caddy, air-tight box in which to keepa 
supply of tea for daily use. 
'tea-chest, large wooden box in which tea is 
packed for export. 
'tea-cloth, cloth used for drying cups, etc 


_ when they are washed. 


'tea-cosy, cover for keeping the contents of 
-ateapot warm. 
'tea-cup, cup in which tea is served. a storm 
in a teacup, а \ot of fuss about something 
unimportant. 
'tea-pot, vessel in which tea is made. 
'tea-room, restaurant which serves tea and 
light refreshments. 
'tea-service/-set, set of cups, 
plates, with a teapot, milk-jug, etc. 
'tea-spoon, small spoon for stirring tea. 
'tea-spoon-ful /-ful/, as much as a teaspoon 
can hold. 


saucers, 


teach/tee 


'tea-strainer, device for sieving tea. 
'tea-things, (informal) things needed for 
having tea: Please wash up the ~-things. 
'tea-time, time at which tea is usually taken 
in the afternoon. 
'tea-tray, one on which a tea-set is used or 
carried. 

teach /ti:tf/ vt,vi (pt,pp taught /to:t/) give in- 
struction to (a person); cause (a person) to 
know or be able to do something; give a per- 
son (knowledge, skill, etc); give lessons (at 
school, etc); do this for a living: ~ children; ~ 
French|history; ~ a child (how) to swim. She is 
~ing the piano to children. He ~es for a living. 
That will ~ you (not) to..., (informal) (used as 
a threat) That experience will show you the 
risk or penalty of... 
'teach-in, (informal) discussion of a subject 
of topical interest (as held in a college, with 
students, staff and other speakers). 
teach-able /-эЫ/ adj that can be taught. 
teacher, person who teaches. 
teach-ing, (a) [0] work, profession of а 
teacher: earn a living by ~ing. (b) (usually pl) 
that which is taught; the ~ings of Islam. 

teak /ti:k/ п [С] tall, evergreen tree of India, 
Malaysia, etc; [U] its hard wood, used for 
making furniture, etc. 

team /ti:m/ и [С] 1 two or more oxen, horses, 
etc pulling a cart, plough, etc together. 2 num- 
ber of persons playing together and forming 
one side in some games, eg football, cricket, 
hockey and sports, eg relay races. 3 group of 
people working together: a ~ of surgeons in 
the operating theatre. 0 vi team up (with), 
(informal) make an effort in co-operation 
(with); work together (with). 
'team-work, combined effort; organized 
co-operation: good/poor ~-work. 
‘team-mate, fellow member of a team(2). 
jteam 'spirit, spirit in which each member of 
a team thinks of the success, etc of the team 
and not of personal advantage, glory, etc. 

tear’ /tia(r)/ n [С] drop of salty water coming 
from the eye: Her eyes filled with ~s. The sad 
story moved us to ~s, made us cry. The girl 
burst into ~s, began tocry. 
'tear-drop, single tear. 
'tear-gas, gas that causes severe watering of 
the eyes (used by the police to disperse a mob 
of demonstrators, etc). 
tear-ful /-fl/ adj crying; wet with tears: a ~ful 
face. 
tear-fully /-fali/ adv 

tear? /tea(r)/ vt,vi (pt tore /to:(r)/, pp torn 
/to:n/) 1 pull apart or to pieces; make a hole in 
something, damage, by pulling sharply: ~ a 
Sheet of paper in two|~ it to pieces|to bits. He 
tore the parcel open. They tore down several 
houses and built an office-block. tear sth up, 
tear it into small pieces. 2 cause (something) to 
be out of place (down, off, away, etc) by pul- 
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ling sharply: ~ a page out of a book. She could 
scarcely ~ herself away from the scene, found 
it difficult to leave. 3 destroy the peace of: a 
country torn by civil war; a heart torn by grief. 
be torn between, unable to choose be- 
tween (conflicting demands, wishes, etc). 4 be- 
come torn: This material ~s easily. 5 go in ex- 
citement or at great speed: The children tore 
out of the school gates. an[C] torn place. 
'tear-away п [С] aggressive youth. 

tease /ti:z/ vt 1 make fun of (a person) play- 
fully or unkindly: She ~d her father about his 
bald head. Molly was teasing the cat, eg by pul- 
ling its tail. 2 separate, loosen, into separate 
fibres; fluff up the surface of (cloth, etc) by do- 
ing this: ~ flax. a n[C] person who is fond of 
teasing others: What a~ she 15! 
teaser, person who often teases. 


‘teat /ti:t/ п [С] nipple(2) (esp an artificial 


one). 

tech-ni-cal /'teknikl/ adj 1 of, from, tech- 
nique. 2 of, connected with, special to, one of 
the mechanical or industrial arts (eg printing, 
weaving) or with methods used by experts and 
artists: a'~ college, for engineering, etc. 
tech-ni-cally /-kli/ adv 

tech-ni-cal-ity /,tekni'kzloti/ п [С] (р/ -ies) 
technical word, phrase, point, etc: The judge 
explained the legal technicalities of the case to 
the jury. 

tech-ni-cian /tek'nifn/ n [С] expert in the 
technique(s) of a particular art, etc; highly 
skilled craftsman or mechanic. 

tech-nique /tek'ni:k/ п 1 [U] technical or 
mechanical skill in art, music, etc. 2 [C] 
method of doing something expertly; method 
of artistic expression in music, painting, etc. 

tech-noc-racy /tek'nvkrasi/ п [C,U] (p/ 
-ies) (state where there is) organization and 
management of a country’s industrial re- 
sources by technical experts. 

tech-no-crat /'teknakret/ п [С] supporter, 
member, of a technocracy. 

tech-no-logi-cal /,tekno'lodzikl/ adj of 
technology: ~ problems. 

tech-nol-ogist /tek'nplodzist/ п [С] expert 
in, student of, technology. 

tech-nol-ogy /tek'npvled3i/ п [U] 1 study, 
mastery and using of manufacturing methods 
and industrial arts. 2 systematic application 
of knowledge to practical tasks in industry: 
study engineering at a college of ~. 

tedi-ous /'ti:dies/ adj causing tiredness; not 
interesting: a ~ lecture/lecturer; ~ work. 
tedi-ous-ly adv 

te-dium /'ti:diom/ п [0] (informal) boredom. 

tee /ti:/[C] 1 (go/f) place from which a player 
starts at each hole; specially shaped piece of 
wood or rubber used for this. 2 mark aimed at 
in certain games, such as quoits. to a tee, per- 
fectly; exactly: She suits him toa ~.0 vt,vi1 
tee (up), put the ball on a tee(1). 2 tee off, 
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hit the ball from a tee (1). 

teem! /ti:m/ vi 1 be present in large numbers: 
Fish ~ in this river. 2 teem with, have in 
great numbers: His head is ~ing with bright 
ideas. 

teem? /ti:m/ vi (of rain) fall heavily; pour: /t 
was ~ing with rain. 

teen-age /'ti:neid3/ adj for persons in their 
teens: ~ fashions|/music. 

teen-ager /'ti:neid3a(r)/ п [С] boy or girl in 
his or her teens or up to 21 or 22 years of age: a 
club for ~s. 

teens /ti:nz/ пл p/ the ages 13 to 19: girls in their 


tee-shirt /'ti: [3:t/ п [С] = T-shirt. 

tee-ter /'ti:ta(r)/ vi stand or walk unsteadily: 
(fig) ~ing on the edge of disaster. 

teeth /ti:6/ p/ of tooth. 

teethe /11:6/ vi (of a baby) be getting its first 
teeth. 
'teething troubles, (fig) problems which 
occur when first using a new system. 

tee-to-tal /ti:'toutl/ adj not drinking, op- 
posed to the drinking of, alcoholic liquor. 
tee-to-tal-ler (US also tee-to-taler) n [C] 
person who does not drink alcoholic liquor. 

tele-com-muni-ca-tions /,teliko- 
imju:ni'kerfnz/ п р/ communications by cable, 
telegraph, telephone, radio or TV. 

tele-gram /'teligrem/ n [C] в sent by 
telegraphy. 

tele-graph /'teligra:f US: -gref/ п [С] 
apparatus for sending messages by the use of 
electric current along wires or by radio. 0 vi,vt 
send (news, etc) by telegraph. 
tel-egra-pher /ti'legrofa(r)/, operator who 
sends and receives messages by telegraph. 
tele-graphic /,teli'grefik/ adj sent by, suit- 
able for, of, the telegraph. 
tel-egra-phy /ti'legrofi/ и [U] art, science, 
process, of sending and receiving messages by 
telegraph. 

tel-epa-thy /ti'lepo61/ п [9] transference of 
thoughts or ideas from one mind to another 
without using speech, signs, etc. 
tele-pathic /,teli'pzO1k/ adj 

tele-phone /'telifoun/ п (usual abbr phone in 
speech) 1 [U] means, system, of transmitting 
the human voice by electric current, usually 
through wires. 2 [C] apparatus (with receiver 
and mouthpiece) for this purpose: You're 
wanted on the ~. в у.м send (a message to a 
person) by telephone. 
'telephone booth, (also ‘phone booth or 
'call-box), small enclosure with а сош- 
operated public telephone. 
'telephone directory, (informal = ‘phone 
book) list of names with telephone numbers 
and addresses. 
'telephone exchange, place where tele- 
phone connections are made. 

tel-ephon-:ist /ti'lefonist/ и [С] operator ina 


teem /tell 
telephone exchange. 
tel-eph-ony /ti'lefani/ и [U] method, pro- 
cess, of sending and receiving АЕ by 
telephone. 
tele-prin-ter /'teliprinta(r)/ п [С] (tele- 
graphy) apparatus for sending messages that 
changes typing into coded telephone signals 
which are changed back into typed form at the 
other end. 
tele-scope /'teliskoup/ п [C] long instru- 
ment with lenses for making distant objects 
appear nearer and larger. с vt,vi make or be- 
come shorter by means of or in the manner of 
sections that slide one within the other: When 
the trains collided, the first two cars of one of 
the trains ~d]were ~d. 
tele-scopic /,teli'skppik/ adj (a) of, contain- 
ing, able to be seen with, a telescope: a tele- 
scopic view of the moon, seen through a tele- 
scope. (b) having sections which slide one 
within the other: a telescopic aerial, eg as part 
of a portable radio. 
tele-vi-sion /'telivizn/ п (abbr TV) 1 [U] 
process of transmitting pictures by radio 
waves with sound at the same time: Did you 
see the news on (the) ~? 2 [С] (also '~ set) ap- 
paratus for receiving and showing these pic- 
tures and sound. 
tele-vise /'telivaiz/ vt send by television: The 
Olympic Games were televised. 
telex /'teleks/ n [C,U] (instance of) sending 
messages using a teleprinter. 
tell /tel/ vt,vi (pt,pp told /tauld/) 1 make 
known (in spoken or written words); give in- 
formation concerning or a description of: / 
told him my name. T~ me where you live. I 
сап’1. > you how happy I am, can’t find words 
that are adequate. / told you so, I warned 
you that this would happen, etc and now you 
see that I’m right: Things have gone wrong but 
please don’t say ‘I told you sof 2 express with 
words: ~ a lie; ~ the children a story. tell 
tales, > tale(2).3 order; direct: You must do 
as yowre told. T~ him to wait. 4 (esp with 
can|could/be able to) identify: Can you~ Tom 
from his twin brother? They look exactly the 
same; how can you~ which is which? 5 learn by 
observation; become aware (of something): 
How do you ~ which of these keys to use? tell 
the time, (be able to) read (or say) the time 
from a clock, etc: Can Mary ~ the time yet? 
Can you~ те what time it is? there is/was, 
etc no telling, it is impossible or difficult to 
know: There’s no ~ing what may happen| 
where she’s gone|what he’s doing. 6 tell sb of f 
(for sth/for doing sth), (informal) criti- 
cize, blame, him with angry words: He told me 
off for being late. 7 have a marked effect on; 
influence the result of: АЙ this hard work is 
~ing on him, is affecting his health. 8 (infor- 
mal) inform against: John told on his sister. 9 
tell a secret: You promised not to ~ and now 


telltale /tend 


you’ ve done so! 
tel-ler, (a) person who receives and pays out 
money over a bank counter. (b) man who 
counts votes, eg in the House of Commons. 
tell-ing adj impressive: a ~ing argument] 
blow. 
itelling-'off, п [С] > 6 above. 

teli-tale /'telteil/ п [С] 1 person who tells 
about another’s private affairs, makes known 
a secret, etc. 2 (used as an adjective) circum- 
stances, etc that reveal a person’s thoughts, 
activities, etc: a~ blush. 

telly /'teli/ п (informal) (abbr for) television: / 
saw it on(the)~. 

te-mer-ity /ti'merati/ п [U] (formal) im- 
pudent speech or action: have the ~ 10 go home 
early after arriving late. 

tem-per' /'tempoa(r)/ и [С] 1 state or condi- 
tion of the mind: in a good ~, calm and 
pleasant; in a bad ~, angry, impatient, etc. 
get/fly into a temper, become very angry. 
keep/lose one’s temper, keep/fail to keep 
one’s temper under control. 2 [C] (of steel, etc) 
degree of strength, hardness, etc. 
-tem-pered /'tempod/ suffix having or show- 
ing a certain kind of temper: a ,bad-/,hot-~ed 
"man. She’s so ,bad-'~. 

tem-per? /'tempo(r)/ vt,vi1 give, come to, the 
required temper(2) by heating and cooling. 2 
soften or modify: ~ justice with mercy, be 
merciful when giving a just punishment. 

tem-pera-ment /'tempromont/ п 1 [C,U] 
person’s personality or nature, esp as this af- 
fects his way of thinking, feeling and behav- 
ing: a girl with a nervous|an artistic ~. 2 [U] 
(without an adjective) kind of personality that 
is easily excited, not easily controlled, eg as in 
some actresses and opera singers. 
tem-pera-men-tal /,tempra'mentl/ adj (а) 

caused by temperament: a ~al dislike for 
study. (b) quickly changing moods: a ~al 
tennis player. 
tem-pera-men-tally /-tali/ adv 

tem-per-ance /'temporens/ п [U] 1 self- 
control in speech, behaviour and (esp) in the 
use of alcoholic drinks. 2 total abstinence 
from alcoholic drinks. 

tem-per-ate /'temporat/ adj 1 showing, be- 
having with, self-control: Be more ~ in your 
language, please. 2 (of climate, parts of the 
world) free from extremes of heat and cold: 
the north ~ zone, between the Tropic of 
Cancer and the Arctic zone. 
tem-per-ate-ly adv 

tem-pera-ture /‘tempratfa(r) US: 
'temporatfuor/ п [C,U] degree of heat and 
cold: The nurse took the ~s of all the patients, 
measured their body temperatures with a 
thermometer. have/run a temperature, 
havea fever. 

tem-pest /'tempist/ п 1 [С] violent storm. 2 
(fig) violent agitation: A ~ of anger swept 
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through the crowd. 
tem-pes-tu-ous /tem'pestfuas/ adj (of the 
weather and fig of personality) violent; 
stormy. 

temple’ /цетр// п [С] 1 building used for the 
worship of a god. 2 any of the three successive 
religious centres of the Jews in ancient Jeru- 
salem. 

temple? /'temp!/ и [С] flat part of either side 
of the forehead. 

tempo /'tempsu/ п [С] (p/ ~s or, in music, 
tempi /-p1/) (12) 1 rate of movement or activ- 
ity: the tiring ~ of city life. 2 (music) speed at 
which music is (to be) played. 

tem-poral /'temporel/ adj (formal) 1 of, ex- 
isting in, time. 2 of earthly human life; of this 
physical life only, not spiritual. 

tem-por.-ary /'tempori US: -pareri/ adj last- 
ing for, designed to be used for, a short time 
only: ~ employment; a~ bridge. 
tem-por.ar.ily /Цетрэгэй US: ,tempa'rerali/ 
adv 

tempt /tempt/ vt 1 (try to) persuade (a per- 
son) to do something wrong or foolish: 
Nothing could ~ him to agree that torture is a 
necessary evil. 2 attract (a person) to have or 
do something: The warm weather ~ed us to go 
foraswim. 
temp-ter, person who tempts. 
tempt-ing adi attractive: a ~ing offer. 
temp-tress /-tris/, woman who tempts. 

temp-ta-tion /temp'teifn/ и 1 [U] tempting 
or being tempted: yield/give way to ~. Don’t 
put ~ in my way. 2 [С] that which tempts or at- 
tracts: Clever advertisements are ~s to spend 
money. 

ten /ten/ и [C], adj (of) the number 10. ten to 
one, very probably: T~ to one he will arrive 
late. 
tenth /ten9/ п [С], adj (abbr 10th) (of) the 
next after 9 or one of 10 equal parts. 
tenth-ly adv 
'ten-fold adv ten times as many or much. 
'ten-pence n [(C,U] (GB coin with the) value 
of ten pennies. 

ten-able /'tenabl/ adj 1 that can be defended 
successfully: His theory is hardly ~. 2 (of an 
office or position) that can be held (by a per- 
son): The lectureship is ~ for a period of three 
years. 

ten-acious /ti'neifas/ adj (formal) holding 
tightly, refusing to let go: а ~ memory, ~ of 
our rights. 
ten-acious-ly adv 
ten-ac-ity /ti'nzsoti/n[U] 

ten-ancy /'tenans:/ п [U] 1 use of land, etc as 
a tenant: during his ~ of the farm. 2 (with a, 
an) length of time during which a tenant uses 
land, etc: holda'life ~~ of a house. | 

ten-ant /'tenont/ п [С] person who pays rent 
for the use of land, a building, a room, etc. 

tend! /tend/ vt watch over; look after: shep- 
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herds ~ing their flocks. 

tend? /tend/ vi be inclined to move; have as a 
characteristic or direction: Prices are ~ing up- 
wards. He ~s to make too many mistakes. 

ten-dency /'tendonsi/ п [С] (р/ -ies) turning 
or inclination: Business is showing a ~ to im- 
prove. 

ten-den-tious /ten'denfas/ adj (formal) (of 
a speech, a piece of writing, etc) having an un- 
derlying purpose, aimed at helping a cause; 
not impartial: Countries at war often send out 
~ reports, designed to win sympathy, etc. 
ten-den-tious-ly adv 

ten-der' /'tenda(r)/ adj (-er, -est) 1 delicate; 
easily hurt or damaged; quickly feeling pain: 
~ blossoms, eg easily hurt by frosts; а ~ heart, 
easily moved to pity. Hence, ,tender- 
‘hearted adj. 2 (of meat) easily chewed; not 
tough: а ~ steak. 3 kind, loving: ~ looks; ~ 
parents. 
'ten-der-loin, tender part of the loin of beef 
or pork. 
ten-der-ly adv 
ten-der-ness п [0] 

ten-der? /цеп4э(г)/ п [С] 1 person who looks 
after, watches over, something. > bartender. 
2 small ship attending a larger one. 3 wagon 
for fuel and water behind a steam locomotive. 

ten-der® /'tenda(r)/ vt,vi 1 offer; present: He 
~ed.his resignation to the Prime Minister. 2 

_ make an offer (to carry out work, supply 
goods, etc) at a stated price: ~ for the con- 
struction of a new motorway. о п [C] 1 state- 
ment of the price at which one offers to supply 
goods or services, or to do something: invite 
~s for anew bridge. > еда tender. 

ten-don /'tendon/ и [С] tough, thick cord that 
joins muscle to bone. 

ten-dril /'tendril/ и [С] part like a thread of a 
plant, eg a vine, that twists round any nearby 
support. 

ten-ement /'tenimont/ и [С] 1 large house 
for the use of many families at low rents. 2 
(legal) any dwelling-house; any kind of per- 
manent property. 

tenet /'tenet/ пл [С] (formal) principle; belief; 
doctrine. 

ten-nis /'tenis/ п [0] game for two or four 
players who hit a ball with a racket backwards 
and forwards across a net. 
'tennis-court, marked area on which tennis 
is played. 
itennis-'elbow, inflammation of the elbow 
caused by playing tennis. 

tenor /'tena(r)/ п [C] 1 (music for, singer with, 
the) highest normal adult male voice: (as an 
adjective) ~ voice; the ~ part. 2 (of instru- 
ments) with a range about that of the tenor 
voice: a~ saxophone. 

tense’ /tens/ adj (-r, -st) tightly stretched or 
strained: ~ nerves; a moment of ~ 
excitement|a ~ moment; look ~, appear to be 
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under strain. о vt,vi make or become tense: Не 
~d his muscles for the effort. 
tense-ly adv 
tense-ness n[U] 

tense? /tens/ п [C,U] (gram) verb form that 
shows time: the present|past|future~. 

ten-sion /'ten{n/  [U] 1 state of, degree of, 
being tense: Jf you increase the ~ of the rope it 
will break. 2 stretching or being stretched. 3 
mental, emotional or nervous strain; condi- 
tion when feelings are tense, when relations 
between persons, groups, states are strained: 
political ~. 4 voltage: Keep away from those 
high ~ wires or you'll be electrocuted. 

tent /tent/ п [С] shelter made of canvas sup- 
ported by poles and ropes, esp as used by 
campers, soldiers, etc. > oxygen tent. 

ten-tacle /'tentokl/ п [С] long, slender, bone- 
less growth on certain animals used for touch- 
ing, feeling, holding, moving, etc. 

ten-ta-tive /'tentotiv/ adj made or done as a 
trial, to test the effect: make a~ offer. 
ten-ta-tive-ly adv 

tenth /ten@/n, adj > ten. 

tenu-ous /'tenjuas/ adj (formal) 1 thin; 
slender: the ~ web of a spider. 2 (of opinions, 
differences) without much meaning or value. 

ten-ure /'tenjuo(r) US: -jo(r)/ п [СХ 
(period, time, condition of) holding (eg polit- 
ical office) or using (land): The farmers want 
security of ~, to be secure in their tenancies. 

tepid /'tepid/ adjlukewarm. 

term /ts:m/ и [C] 1 fixed or limited period of 
time: a long ~ of imprisonment; during his ~.of 
office as President. &> long-/short-term. 2 (of 
schools, universities, etc) one of the periods 
(usually three) into which the academic year is 
divided: end-of-~ examinations; during '~- 
time. 3 (legal) period during which a Court 
holds session. 4 (p/) conditions offered or 
agreed to: ~s of surrender, eg offered to a de- 
feated enemy. > also reference(1). come to 
terms (with sb), reach an agreement. 
come to terms with sth, accept finally: 
come to ~s with a difficult situation. 5 (pl) be 
on good/friendly/bad terms (with sb), 
be friendly, etc with him. & also speak(1). 6 
words used to express an idea, esp a special- 
ized concept: technicallscientific/legal ~s. 7 
(pl) mode of expression: How dare you speak 
of her in such abusive ~s? 8 (maths) part of an 
expression joined to the rest by + or —: The 
expression а? + 2ab + b? has three ~s. 0 vt 
name; apply a term to: He has no right to~ 
himself a professor. 

ter-min-able /'ts:minobl/ adj that may be 
terminated. 

ter-minal /'ts:minl/ adj 1 of, taking. place, 
each term(1,3): ~ examinations|accounts, 2 
of, forming, the point or place at the end: ~ 
cancer, incurable; the '~ ward, (in a hospital) 
for persons who cannot be cured and must 
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soon die. оп [С] 1 end of a railway line, bus 
route, etc; centre (in a town) used by passen- 
gers departing for, or arriving from, an air- 
port: the ,West ,London 'Ат T~. 2 point. of 
connection in an electric circuit: the ~s of a 
battery. | 
ter-min-ally adv 

ter-min-ate /'ts:mineit/ vt,vi bring to an end; 
come to anend: ~ his contract. 

ter-mi-na-tion /,t3:mi'neifn/ 1 1 [СО] end- 

- 112: the ~ of a contract. 2 [С] final syllable or 
letter of a word. 

ter-mi-nol-ogy /,ts:mi'npled31/ я [C,U] (р/ 
-ies) (science of the) proper use of terms(6); 
terms used: medical] grammatical ~. 

 ter-mi-no-logi-cal /,t3:mino'lod3ik1/ adj 

ter-mi-nus /'ts:minas/ м [С] (p/ -ni /-nai/ ог 
~es) station at the end of a railway line, bus 
route, etc. 

ter-mite /'ts:mait/ п [С] insect (popularly 
called white ant), which makes large hills of 
hard earth. 

ter-race /'teras/ п [С] 1 level(led) area of 
ground with a vertical or sloping front or side; 
a series of these, separated by sloping banks, 
rising one above the other, eg as a method of 
irrigation on a hillside. 2 flight of wide, shal- 
low steps (eg for spectators in a football stad- 
ium). 3 continuous row of houses in one 
block. с vt (usually as a pp) form into terraces: 
а ~d lawn; ~d houses, (long line of) houses 
joined together. 

terra-cotta /,tero ‘koto/ и [9] hard, 
reddish-brown pottery; the colour reddish- 
brown. 

ter-rain /te'rein US: to-/ п [С] stretch of land, 
esp regarding its natural features: difficult ~ 
- for walking. 

ter-res-trial /to'restrial/ adj 1 of, on, living 

- оп, the earth or land: the ~ parts of the world. 
2 (opposite of celestial) of the earth. 

ter-rible /'terabl/ adj 1 causing great fear or 
horror: а ~ war|/accident. 2 causing great dis- 
comfort; extreme: The heat is ~ in Baghdad 
during the summer. 3 (informal) extremely 
bad: What ~ food they gave us! 
ter-ribly /-abli/ adv (informal) extremely: 
How terribly boring|kind he is! 

ter-rier /'terio(r)/ п [С] kinds of small and 
lively dog. 

ter-rific /to'rifik/ adj 1 causing fear. 2 (infor- 
mal) very great; extreme: driving ata ~ расе. 
ter-rifi-cally /-КП/ adv extremely. 

ter-rify /'terifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) fill with fear: 
The child was terrified of being left alone in the 
house. What a ~ing experience! 

ter-ri-torial /,teri'to:rial/ adj 1 of land, esp 
land forming a division of a country: ~ pos- 
sessions. 2 T~, of any of the US Territories: 
T~ laws. 3 (GB) of the force of mostly non- 
professional soldiers organized for the de- 
fence of Great Britain and trained in their 
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spare time: the T~ Army. о п [С] member of 
the Territorial Army. 

‘territorial waters, the sea near a country’s 
coast, over which special rights are claimed, eg 
for fishing. 

ter-ri-tory /'teritri US: -to:r1/ 7 (pl -ies) 1 [C, 
U] (area cf) land, esp !and under one ruler or 
Government: /5 this American ~? 2 [C] land or 
district; [U] extent of such land, etc: How much 
~ сай he cover ( = travel across) in a day? 

ter-ror /'tera(r)/ n 1 [0] great fear: run away т 
~. 2 [С] instance of great fear; (person or 
thing that causes) great fear: have a~ of fire. 
'ter-ror-ism /-1zam/ и [0] use of violence and 
intimidation, esp for political purposes. 
'ter-ror-ist /-1st/ п [С] supporter of, partici- 
pant in, terrorism. 

'ter-ror-ize (also -ise) /-aiz/ уг fill with terror 
by threats or acts of violence. 

terse /ts:s/ adj (of speech, style, speakers) 
brief and to the point. 
terse-ly adv 

ter-ti-ary /'ts:fari US: -Йеп/ adj third in 
rank, order, occurrence, importance. 

test /test/ п [С] (often as an adjective) 
examination or trial (of something) to find its 
quality, value, composition, etc; trial or exam- 
ination (of a person, his powers, knowledge, 
skill, etc): methods that have stood the ~ of 
time; a'blood ~, eg at a hospital, for infection, 
etc; a'driving ~; an in'telligence ~. > put(5). 
О vt examine; make a trial of: have one’s еуе- 
sight ~ed. The long climb ~ed (= was a test 
of) our strength. 

'test case, (in law) one that shows the prin- 
ciple involved (even though it may not be im- 
portant in itself). 

'test drive и [С] drive in a car one thinks of 
buying, to judge its qualities, worth, etc. 
Hence, 'test-drive vr. 

'test flight, flight to judge the performance 
of a new aircraft. 

'test match, one of a series of international 
(cricket, rugby) matches. 

'test-pilot, pilot who performs test flights. 
'test-tube, slender glass tube, closed at one 
end, used in chemical experiments: a ~-tube 
baby, who was artificially conceived outside 
the mother’s body. 

tes-ta-ment /'testamont/ п 1 [С] (often Jast 
Will and T~) statement in writing saying how 
a person wishes his property to be distributed 
after his death. 2 Old T~, New T~, the two 
main divisions of the Bible. 

tes-ticle /'testikl/ п [С] each of the two 
glands of the male sex organ that secrete 
sperm. 

tes-tify /'testifai/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) 1 give 
evidence: He testified under oath that he had 
not Stolen the bike. The teacher testified to the 
boy’s ability. 2 serve as evidence of: Her tears 
testified her grief. 
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tes-ti-mo-nial |,testi'mauniol/ п [С] 1 writ- 
ten statement testifying to a person’s merits, 
abilities, qualifications, etc. 2 something given 
to a person to show appreciation of services:.a 
~ match, for a football player. 

tes-ti-mony /'testimoni US: -mouni/n[U}1 
declaration, esp in a law court, testifying that 
something is true: The witness’s ~ is false. 2 
declarations; statements: According to the ~ 
of the medical profession, the health of the 
nation is improving. 

tes-tis /'testis/ и [С] (p/-tes /-ti:z/) = testicle. 

teta-nus /'tetones/ п [Ч] disease marked by 
tightening of voluntary muscles. 

tether /цебо(г)/ п [С] rope or chain by which 
an animal is fastened while grazing. at the 
end of one’s tether, (fig) at the end of 
one’s patience, etc. o vt fasten with a tether: 
He~ed his horse to the fence. 

text /tekst/ 1 [0] printed words in a book. 2 
[С] original words of an author, apart from 
anything else in a book. 3 [C] short passage, 
sentence, esp of the Bible, etc as the subject of 
a sermon or discussion. 
‘text-book, book used to learn a subject: an 
algebra ~ book; a~book on grammar. 
tex-tual /'tekstfual/ adj of, in, a text: ~ual 
errors. 

tex-tile /'tekstail/ adj of the making of cloth: 
the ~ industry. а п [С] cloth. 

tex-ture /'tekstfa(r)/ п [C,U] 1 the arrange- 
ment of the threads in a cloth: cloth with a 
loose|close ~. 2 arrangement of the parts that 
make up something: the ~ of a mineral. 

than /боп rarely heard strong form: den] conj 
introducing the second part of a comparison: 
John is taller ~ his brother. I know you better 
~ he (does), ie than he knows you. J know you 
better ~ him, ie than I know him. sooner 
than. > soon(3,4). 

thank /@znk/ vt express gratitude: ~ a person 
for his help. There’s no need 10 ~ me. Thank 
you, formula for accepting something or ex- 
pressing thanks. No, thank you, formula 
used to decline an offer. а  (p/) (expression of) 
gratitude: T7~s for the meal. No, thanks, (in- 
formal) No, thank you. thanks to, as the re- 
sult of: T~s to you, we were successful. а vote 
of thanks, a public expression of gratitude: 
The Chairman proposed a vote of ~s to the 
speaker. 
ithanks-'giving, (a) expression of grati- 
tude, esp to God; form of prayer for this. (b) 
(US) (also ,T~s-'giving Day) day set apart 
each year to thank God for His goodness (usu- 
ally the fourth Thursday in November). 
thank-ful /-fl/ adj grateful: You should be 
~ful that we waited for you. 
thank-fully /-fali/ adv 
thank-less adj not feeling or expressing grat- 
itude or winning appreciation: a ~/less task, 
with no appreciation or reward. 
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that’ /Szt/ adj, pron (pl-those:/5auz/) (con- 
trasted with this, these) 1. the person or thing 
pointed to or drawn attention to (and often 
far from the speaker), named or understood to 
be known: Look at ~ man/those men. What is 
~? What are those? What was ~ noise? What 
noise was ~? This book (nearby) is much better 
than ~ (one) (farther away). These are much 
better than those. T~’s more like it, is an 1m- 
provement, a better example, etc. He’s like ~, 
has the kind of personality mentioned. Those 
who do not wish to go need not go. I don’ tlike~ 
‘new secretary of his. in ‘that case, © 
case'(1). that’s 'that, there is nothing more 
to say, do: Гт not going to help youand ~’s ~~! 
2 (used as a collective sing): What about ~ five 
pounds you borrowed from me last month? a 
adv (informal) to such a degree; so: / can’t walk 
~ far, = as far as that. [Г5 about ~ high, ie a 
high as that. 

that? /60t rarely heard strong form: dxt/ conj 
1 (introducing noun clauses): She said (~) she 
would come. The trouble is ~ we are short of 
money. 2 so that; in order that, (introduc- 
ing clauses of purpose): Bring it nearer so~ I 
can see it better. 3 (introducing clauses of 
manner): His behaviour was so bad ~ we all re- 
fused to talk to him. 4 (introducing clauses of 
condition): on condition~... 

that? /dot rarely heard strong form: да rela- 
tive pron (pl unchanged) (Note: when that is in 
parentheses in examples, it is often omitted.) 1 
(used as the subject of the verb in aclause): The 
letter ~ came this morning is from my father. 2 
(who is usually preferred to that for a person, 
but that is preferred to who after superlatives, 
only, all, any, and it is or it was): Newton was 
one of the greatest men ~ ever lived. Уои’ге the 
only person ~ can help me. 3 (used as the ob- 
ject of the verb in the clause): The реп (~) you 
gave те is very nice. Is this the best (~) you can 
do? 4 (used after an expression of time.): the 
year (~) my father died. 5 (used as the object 
of a preposition): All the people (~) I wrote to 
agreed to come. Is this the book (~) you were 
looking for? 

thatch /0=(/ п [Ч] roof covering of dried 
straw, reeds, etc. o vt cover (a roof, etc) with 
thatch. 

thaw /09:/ vi,vt 1 (of snow and ice) begin to 
melt. 2 (cause anything frozen to) become 
liquid or soft again: leave frozen food to ~ be- 
fore cooking it. 3 (of persons, their behaviour) 
(cause to) become less formal, more friendly: 
After a good dinner he began 10 ~. On (usually 
sing) (state of the weather causing) thawing: 
Let’s go skating before а ^^ sets in. 

the /60 strong form and before vowels: 61: 
definite article 1 (used as a less specific form of 
this, these, that, those, applied to person(s), 
thing(s), event(s), etc already referred to or be- 
ing discussed. Note the changes from a, an to 
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the in these sentences): An old man lived т a 
small hut near a forest. One day ~ old man left 
~ hut and went into ~ forest to collect wood. 2 
(used when the situation indicates who or 
what is referred to): Please close ~ window, ie 
the window that is open. 3 (used with a noun 
when it stands for something unique): ~ sun; 
~ moon; ~ year 1989; ~ universe. 4 (used 
with nouns such as sea, sky, when there is no 
adjective): T~ sea was calm. Isn’t ~ wind 
strong! 5 (used with a noun if it is shown by the 
context to be unique): ~ back of ~ house. 
(Note: in many phrases the is or may be omit- 
ted: from beginning to end; from(~) top to (~) 
bottom; in (~) future.) 6 (used with a super- 
lative): ~ best way to get there. (Note: the is 
not needed after the verb ‘be’ when the super- 
lative is used without a noun: It is wisest (= 
The wisest plan is) to avoid the centre of the 
town. When most means ‘very’, the is not used: 
This is a most useful dictionary.) 7 (used before 
geographical terms and names: ~ Mediter- 
ranean; ~ Nile; ~ Alps; ~ West Indies; ~ 
Sahara. 8 (used to indicate all members of a 
class): ~ rich; ~ dead; an officer of ~ law. 9 
(used with musical instruments): to play ~ 
piano|~ violin|~ guitar (but not with names 
of games: to play tennis|football). 10 (used 
with nouns expressing a unit): This car does 
thirty miles to ~ gallon, ie to each gallon of 
petrol. 11 (used with titles): Elizabeth ~ Sec- 
ond. a adv by so much; by that amount: T~ 
more he reads ~ less he understands. 

the-atre (US = the-ater) /'@10ta(r)/ п [С] 1 
building, etc for the performance of plays, for 
dramatic events, etc: go to the ~ to see a 
Shakespeare play. 2 hall or room with seats in 
rows rising one behind another for lectures, 
scientific demonstrations, etc. 3 = operating 
theatre. 4 scene of important events: a ~ of 
war. 5 (usually sing with the) the writing and 
acting of plays, esp when connected with one 
author, country, period, etc: a book about the 
Greek ~. 
'theatre-goer, person who (often) visits 
theatres. 
the-atri-cal /6i'ztrikl/ adj (a) of, for, the 
theatre: theatrical costumes. (b) (of behav- 
iour, manner, way of speaking, persons, etc) 
designed to impress; exaggerated. 
the-atri-cally /-kli/ adv 

theft /Geft/ и [СО] (the act of, an instance of) 
stealing. 

their /дбеэ(г)/ possessive adj belonging to 
them: They have lost ~ dog. They have a house 
of ~ own. Good students do ~ best, the best 
they can. 

theirs /5e0z/ possessive pron (the one or ones) 
belonging to them: That dog is ~s, not ours. 
It's а habit of ~s, one of their habits. 

them /60m strong form: бет/ personal pron 
(object form of they): Give ~ to me. It was kind 
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of ~. | 

theme /6i:m/ и [С] 1 topic; subject of a talk or 
a piece of writing. 2 (music) short melody 
which is repeated, expanded, etc eg in a sonata 
or symphony. 
'theme song, one that is often repeated in a 
musical play, film, etc. 

them-selves /doem'selvz/ pron 1 (reflex): 
They hurt ~. They kept some for ~. (all) by 
themselves, (a) without help: They did the 
work by ~. (b) alone: They were by ~ when I 
called. 2 (used for emphasis): They ~ have of- 
ten made that mistake. 

then /беп/ adv 1 at the/that time (past ог fu- 
ture): J was still unmarried ~. He'll still be too 
young ~. (every) now and then, > 
now(2). 2 (used after a preposition) that time: 
from ~ onwards; until ~; since ~. 3 next; after 
that; afterwards: We spent a week in Rome and 
~ we went to Naples. 4 in that case; that being 
so: A: ‘It isn’t here. — В; ‘T~ it must be in the 
next room.’ § and also: T~ there’s Mrs Green- 
— she must be invited to the wedding. 

theo-lo-gian /,0i:s'laudzan/ п [С] advanced 
student of theology. 

theo-logi-cali /,6i:0'lod3ik1/ adj of theology. 
theo-logi-cally /-kli/ adv 

the-ol-ogy /6i:'plod31/ п [Ч] formation of a 
series of theories about the nature of God and 
of the foundations of religious belief. 

the-orem /\01эгэт/ п [С] (p/ ~s) 1 statement 
which logical reasoning shows to be true. 2 
(maths) statement for which a reasoned proof 
is required. 

the-or-etic, -i-cal /@10'retik, -kl/ adj based 
on theory, not on practice or experience. 
theor-eti-cally /-kli/ adv 

the-ory /'O1ori/ п (pl -ies) 1 [СХ] (explana- 
tion of the) general principles of an art or 
science (contrasted with practice): Your plan is 
excellent т ~, but would it succeed in practice? 
2 [C] reasoned account offered to explain facts 
or events: Darwin’s ~ of evolution. 3 [C] some- 
thing offered as an opinion, not necessarily 
based on reasoning: He has a ~ that wearing 
hats makes men bald. 
the-or-ist /-1st/, person who forms theories. 
the-or-ize (also -ise) /'O1oraiz/ vi form 
theories. 

thera-peutic /,Gero'pju:tik/ adj connected 
with the art of healing, the cure of disease. 

thera-pist /'Geropist/ и [С] specialist in ther- 
apy, esp psychotherapy. 

ther-apy /\6егор!/ п [U] curative treatment 
(esp of a kind shown by a preceding word): 
occupational ~, the curing of an illness by 
means of exercise. > psychotherapy. 

there’ /беэ(г)/ adv of place and direction (con- 
trasted with here) 1 in, at or to, that place: We 
shall soon be ~. We’re nearly ~, have nearly 
arrived. Руе never been to Rome but I hope to 
go ~ next year. 2 (used in exclamations; al- 
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ways stressed): T~ goes the last bus! T~ they 
go! so 'there, (used when expressing refusal, 
etc): J won't give it back, so ~!3 (used to call 

‚ attention; always stressed): T~’s the bell for 
lunch. T~’s gratitude for you! Note how 
grateful/ungrateful he/she is! 4 at, in connec- 
tion with, that point (in an action, story, argu- 
ment, etc): Don’t stop ~! T~ you are mistaken. 
5 (in phrases): here and there; here, there 
and everywhere, © here(3). there and 
back, to a place and back again: Can I go ~ 
and back in one day? there you are, (used 
when giving something to somebody). > also 
there 3(2). over there, (of a place farther 
than is shown by using there alone): [Г live here, 
Mr Green lives ~, and Mr Brown lives over ~, 
on the other side of the river. 

there? /без(г)/ adv (always unstressed) (used 
as an introduction in a sentence of which the 
verb, esp ‘be’ precedes the subject) 1 (used with 
‘be’): T~’s a man at the door. 2 (used with 
other verbs, esp seem and appear): T~ seems 
(to be) no doubt about it. T~ comes a time 
when... 

there® /беэ(г)/ int (always stressed) 1 (used to 
comfort): Гл! T~/ You'll soon feel better. 2 
(used to suggest that the speaker was right, or 
to show triumph, dismay, etc according to the 
context): T~ (you are)! What did I tell you! 
You now see that I was right! T~! You’ ve up- 
set the ink! 

there-abouts /'dSesrabauts/ adv (usually 
preceded by or) near that place, number, 
quantity, degree, etc: in March 1978 or ~; £5] 
15 metres]3 o clock or~. 

there-after /dcor'a:fta(r) US: 
(formal) = afterwards. 

there-by /dca'bai/ adv (formal) by that 
means; in that connection. 

there-fore /'Seofo:(r)/ adv for that reason. 

therm /63:m/ 7 [C] (100000 GB thermal units 
as a) unit of heat as used for measuring the 
consumption of gas. 

ther-mal /'63:ml/ adj of heat: ~ springs, of 
naturally warm or hot water. о п [С] rising 
current of warm air (as needed by a glider to 
gain height). 

thermo-. /,63:mau/ prefix of heat, tempera- 
ture. 
ithermo-dy'namics n p/ (usually used with 

‚ а sing verb) science of the relations between 
heat and mechanical work. 
ithermo-'nuclear adj (eg of weapons) of, 
using, the high temperatures released in 
nuclear fission: the y~~-nuclear 'bomb. 
‘thermo-stat /'O3:mostet/ п [С] device for 
automatically regulating temperature by cut- 
ting off and restoring the supply of heat (eg in 
central heating). 

ther-mom-eter /6a'mpmita(r)/ п [С] instru- 
ment for measuring temperature. 

ther-mos /'93:mps/ и [С] (р/ ~es) (also '~ 


zeftor/ adv 


there /thimble 


flask) (P) vacuum flask. 

the-sau-rus /61'so:ras/ n [С] (р/ ~es or -п 
/-rai/) (esp) a book or collection of words, 
phrases grouped together according to simi- 
larities in their meanings. 

these /6i:z/ p/of this. 

the-sis /101:515/ и [С] (р/ theses /-si:z/) state- 
ment or theory (to be) put forward and sup- 
ported by arguments, submitted (as part of the 
requirements) for a university degree. 

they /6e1/ personal pron (subject form, pl, of 
he, she, it): T~ (= People in general) say that 
the government will resign. What a lot of ques- 
tions ~ (= those in authority) ask in this appli- 
cation! > them. 

they'd /Seid/ = they had; they would. 

they'll /бе!/ = they will; they shall. 

they’ re /'Se1o(r)/ = theyare. 

they’ ve /бегу/ = they have. 

thick /61k/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (opposite of thin) 
of comparatively great or of a specified 
measurement in diameter, from one side to the 
other, or from the front to the back: a ~ line; 
ice three metres ~. 2 having a large number of 
units close together: ~ hair; а ~ forest. 3 (ofa 
hedge) with bushes, etc closely planted. 4 
thick with, full of or packed with: The air 
was ~ with dust. 5 (of liquids) semi-solid: ~ 
soup, (of the air, etc) not clear; dense: а ~ fog. 
6 (informal) stupid. 7 (informal) as thick as 
thieves, very friendly. 8 (informal) a bit 
thick, beyond what is reasonable or endur- 
able: Three weeks of rain is a bit ~. lay iton 
thick, > lay on.an[U]1 most crowded part; 
part where there is greatest activity: We were 
in the ~ of it. through thick and thin, un- 
der any kind of conditions, good or bad. 2 
thick part of anything: the ~ of the thumb. a 
аду thickly: You spread the butter too~w. 
ithick-'headed adj stupid. 
ithick-'set adj (a) (of a person) short and 
solid. (b) (of hedges, etc) closely planted. 
ithick-'skinned adj (fig) not sensitive to 
criticism, insults, etc. 
thick.ly adv 
thick-ness, (a) [U] quality or degree of be- 
ing thick: four centimetres in ~ness. (b) [C] 
layer: two ~nesses of woollen cloth. 

thicken /1601Коп/ vt,vi make or become thick: 
~ the gravy. 

thicket /'O1kit/ п [С] group of trees, shrubs, 
growing thickly together. 

thief /6i:f/ п [C] (р! thieves /0i:vz/) person 
who steals, esp secretly and without violence. 
& thick(7). 

thieve /i:v/ vi,vt steal (the usual word). 

thigh /6a1/ п [С] 1 part of the human leg be- 
tween the knee and the hip. 2 corresponding 
part of the back legs of other animals. 

thimble /'6imbl/ п [С] cap (of metal, etc) 
used to protect the end of the finger when 
pushing a needle through cloth, etc. 


thin/third — 


thin /01n/ adj (-ner, -nest) 1 (opposite of 
thick) having opposite surfaces close together; 
of small diameter: a ~ sheet of paper; а ~ 
piece of string. 2 not full or closely packed: ~ 
hair; a ~ audience, with more seats empty 
than occupied. thin on the ground, (of per- 
sons, helpers, etc) few in number. 3 (opposite 
of fat) having not much flesh: looking ~ in the 
face. 4 (of liquids) not having substance; 
watery: ~ soup; ~ blood, as when weakened 
by illness, etc; (of the air, etc) not dense: a ~ 
mist. 5 not having some important ingredient; 
poor in quality: a ~ excuse, not very convinc- 
ing; а ^ disguise, easily seen through. с adv so 
as to be thin: You’ ve spread the butter very ~. 
О vt,vi (-nn-) make or become thin: We had 
better wait until the fog ~s, becomes less 
dense. At last the crowd ~ned. 
thin-ly adv in a thin manner: Sow the seed 
~ly, not close together. 
ithin-'skinned adj (fig) sensitive to criticism, 
insults, etc. 
thin-ness /'@innis/ и [0] 

thing /61n/ 7 [C] 1 any material object: What 
are those ~s on the table? 2 (pl) belongings; ar- 
ticles of which the nature is clear (or thought 
to be ciear) from the context: Bring your swim- 
ming ~s (= your swim-suit, towel, etc) with 
you. Have you packed your ~s (= clothes, etc) 
for the holiday? 3 subject: There’s another ~ 
(= something else) J want to ask you about. 4 
be 'seeing things, > see'(1). 5 situation; 
event; course of action: That only makes ~s 
worse. I must think ~s over, consider what has 
happened, what has to be done, etc. What’s 
the next ~ to do? What must be done next? for 
lone thing. (used to introduce a reason): For 
one ~, I haven’t any money; for another... 6 
(used of a person or an animal, expressing an 
emotion of some kind): Poor ~, he’s been ill all 
winter. 7 (sing with the) just what will be best 
in the circumstances: A holiday will be the very 
~ for you. He always says the right/wrong ~, 
makes the most suitable/unsuitable remark or 
comment. 8 (phrases) the ,thing ‘is, the 
question to be considered is: The ~ is, can we 
get there in time? first thing, > first’. a 
near thing, > near'(1). have a 'thing 
about, (informal) be obsessed by. г> also 
зате(4). 

think’ /61nk/ vi,vt (pt,pp thought /65:1/) (For 
special uses with adverbial particles and pre- 
positions, г> 7 below.) 1 use, the mind in order 
to form opinions, come to conclusions: What 
she said has set me ~ing. You should ~ (= not 
be hasty) before doing that. Do you ~ in 
English when you speak English? think 
aloud, say one’s thoughts as they occur. 2 
consider; be of the opinion: Do you ~ it will 
rain? Yes, I~ 50. The child thought there was 
no harm in picking flowers in your garden. It 
will be better, don’t you ~, to start early. I 
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thought it better to stay away. think fit. © 


fit'(2). & also such’. 3 (negative with can|/ 
could: I can’t ~ what you mean. 4 have a vague 
intention: / ~ ГИ go for a swim. 5 reflect: She 
was ~ing (to herself) how strange the children 
were. 6 expect, intend: J thought as much, That 
is what I expected or suspected. 
7 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 
think about sth, (a) examine, consider 
(esp a plan, idea, to see whether it is desirable, 
practicable, etc): She’s ~ing about emigrating 
to Canada. (b) reflect on: She was ~ing about 
her childhood days. 
think of sth, (a) consider; take into ac- 
count: We have a hundred and one things to~ 
of before we can decide. (b) consider (without 
reaching a decision or taking action): We’re 
~ing of going to Venice for Easter. (c) imag- 
ine: Just ~ of the cost/danger! (Я) have, enter- 
tain, the idea of (often with could, would, 
should, and not or never, with dream as a pos- 
sible substitute for think): He would never ~ of 
marrying a girl like you! (e) remember: / can’t 
~ of his name at the moment. (f) suggest: Can 
you ~ of a good place for a weekend holiday? 
think highly/well/little, etc of sb/sth, 
have a high/good/poor, etc opinion of: Her 
work is highly thought of by the critics. He ~s 
the world of her, loves her dearly. think 
nothing of, consider as ordinary or unre- 
markable: Barbara ~s nothing of walking 10 
or 20 miles a day. 
think sth out, consider carefully and make 
a plan for: П seems to be a well-thought out 
scheme. 
think sth over, consider further (before 
reaching a decision, etc): Please ~ over what 
I ve said. 
think sth up, invent, devise (a scheme, etc): 
There’s no knowing what he'll ~ up next. 
think? /61nk/ п (informal) occasion of, need 
for, thinking: He’s got another ~ coming, will 
need to think again (because I refuse, etc). 
thinker /'@1nka(r)/ п [С] (used with an adjec- 
tive) person who thinks: а great ~. 
think-ing /'@inkin/ adj who think: all ~ men, 
those people who think (about public affairs, 
etc). вп [U] thought; way of reasoning: do 
some hard ~, think deeply. 
third /03:d/ adj, п [С] (abbr 3rd) (of) the next 
after two or one of three equal parts: the ~ 
month of the year, ie March; on the ~ of April; 
every ~ day; а ^^ of the cake; two-~s of alitre. 
ithird 'class n [0] standard of accomodation 
in a hotel, ship, etc next to second. o 'third- 
class adj of a third standard: ~-class travel.o 
adv by the third standard: travel ,~-'class. 
ithird de'gree, prolonged or hard question- 
ing, use of torture (as used by the police in 
some countries to get confessions or informa- 
tion). 


681 thirst /thrash 


ithird 'party, another person besides the two 
principals: (as an adjective) y~-party in'sur- 
ance, of/to a person other than the person in- 
sured, which the insurance company under- 
takes to meet. 
ithird-'rate adj of poor quality. 
the ,Third 'World, the economically and 
industrially less developed countries of the 
world; the developing countries. 
third-ly adv 

thirst /63:st/ п [U, and with a, an as in exam- 
ples] 1 feeling caused by a desire or need to 
drink; suffering caused by this: They lost their 
way in the desert and died of ~. 2 (fig) strong 
desire (for): а ~ for knowledge. а vt 1 have 
thirst. 2 be eager (for): ~ for revenge. 
thirsty adj (-ier, -iest) having or causing 
thirst: be/feel~y. 

thir-teen /,63:'ti:n/ adj, п [С] (of) 13. 
thir-teenth /,63:'ti:n@/ adj, п [С] (abbr 13th) 
(of) the next after 12 or one of 13 equal parts. 

thirty /'03:t1/ adj, п [С] (of) 30. in the thir- 
ties, (a) (of a person’s age, temperature, 
speed, etc) between 29 and 40. (b) between ’29 
and ’40 in acentury. 
thir-ti-eth /'93:t100/ adj, п [С] (abbr 30th) (of) 
the next after 29 or one of 30 equal parts. 

this /d1s/ adj, pron (pi these /6i:z/) (contrasted 
with that, those) 1 the person or thing nearby, 
touched, etc or drawn attention to, named or 
understood to be known: Look at ~ box/these 
boxes. What's ~? What are these? T~ (one) is 
larger than that. These are better than those. 
He will be here ~ day week, in a week’s time. 
T~ boy of yours seems very intelligent. in 
this case, г> сазе!(1). 2 (in narrative) a 
certain: Then ~ funny little man came up to me. 
о adv (informal) so: It’s about ~ high. Now that 
we have come ~ far (= as far as this)... 

thistle /'6isl/ п [С] (sorts of) wild plant with 
prickly leaves and yellow, white or purple 
flowers. 

tho’ /69u/ adv, conj = though. 

thong /001/ п [С] narrow strip of leather, eg 
as a fastening, the lash of a whip. 

tho-rax< /'0o:reks/ n [С] 1 part of an animal’s 
body between the neck and the belly, eg ina 
man, the chest. 2 middle of the three main sec- 
tions of an insect (with the legs and wings). 

thorn /99:n/ п 1 [С] pointed growth on the 
stem of a plant. a thorn in one’s flesh/ 
side, (fig) constant source of irritation. 2 
[C,U] kinds of shrub or tree with thorns. 
thorny adj (-ier, -iest) (a) having thorns. 
(b) (fig) full of trouble and difficulty: a ~y 
problem. 

thor-ough /'@aro US: '8arau/ adj complete in 
every way; not forgetting or overlooking any- 
thing; detailed: a ~ worker; be ~ in one’s 
work. 
'thorough-going adj complete: a ,~-going 
re'vision. 


thor-ough-ly adv 
thor-ough-ness п [О] 

thor-ough-bred /'@arabred US: /'9экэ-| п 
[C], adj (animal, esp a horse) of pure breed. 

thor-ough-fare /'9arafea(r) (5: `'эгэ-/ п 
[С] road or street, esp one much used by the 
traffic and open at both ends: Broadway is 
New York’s most famous ~. 

those /60uz/ p/ of that. 

though /60u/ conj 1 (also al-though 
/9:1'6au/) in spite of the fact that: T~ they are 
poor, they are always neatly dressed. He passed 
the examination al~ he had been prevented by 
illness from -studying. 2 (introducing an in- 
dependent statement) and yet; all the same: ГИ 
try to come, ~ I don’t think I shall manage it. 
as though, © as?(11). о adv however: He 
said he would come; he didn’t, ~. 

thought’ /60:t/ pt,pp of think". 

thought? /60:t/ 1 1 [U] (power, process of) 
thinking: Не was lost|deep in ~, thinking so 
deeply as to be unaware of his surroundings, 
etc. 2 [U] way of thinking characteristic of a 
particular period, class, nation, etc: Scien- 
tific|Greek ~. 3 [U] care, consideration: Не 
often acts without ~. 4[C,U] idea, opinion, in- 
tention, etc formed by thinking: That boy 
hasn’t a ~ in his head. He keeps his ~s to him- 
self, does not tell anyone what he thinks. She 
says she can read my ~s, knows what I am 
thinking. He had no ~ (= intention) of hurting 
your feelings. food for thought. > 
food(2). on second thoughts, after furth- 
er consideration. give sb/sth a thought, 
think about before deciding, be sympathetic, 
etc according to context. spare a thought 
for sb, > spare?(2). 
thought-ful /-fl/ adj (a) full of, showing, 
thought: ~ful looks. (b) considerate; thinking 
of the needs of others: /t was ~ful of you to 
warn me of your arrival. 
thought-fully /-fali/ adv 
thought-less adj (a) careless; unthinking: 
Young people are often ~less for the future. 
(b) selfish; inconsiderate (of others): a ~less 
action. 
thought-less-ly adv 

thou-sand /\6а07эп4/ adj, п [C] 1 (of) 1000. 
2 great number: A ~ thanks for your kindness. 
He made а ~ and one (= very many) excuses. 
a thousand to one (chance), a remote 
possibility. one in a thousand, a rare ex- 
ception. 
thousand-fold /-fauld/ adj, adv a thousand 
times (as much or many). 
thou-sandth /60а027210/ adj, п [С] (abbr 
1000 th) (of) the next after 999 or one of 1000 
parts. 

thrash /9гх/[/ vt,vi1 beat with a stick, whip, 
etc: He threatened to ~ the life out of me, beat 
me thoroughly. 2 (informal) defeat (a team, 
etc) in a contest. 3 thrash sth out, (a) clear 


thread /through 


up (a problem, etc) by discussion. (b) arrive at 
(the truth, a solution, etc) by discussion. 4 
(cduse to) toss, move violently: The swimmer 
~ed about in the water. 
thrash-ing, (a) beating: give/get a good 
~ing. (b) defeat, eg in games. 

thread /0ге4/ 2 1 [C,U] (length of) spun cot- 
ton, silk, flax, wool, etc esp for use in sewing 
and weaving: а needle and ~~. 2 something like 
a thread: A ~ of light came through the key- 
hole. 3 [C] chain or line (connecting parts of a 
story, etc): lose the ~ of one’s argument. 4 spir- 
al ridge round a screw ог bolt. o vt 1 pass a 
thread through the eye of (a needle); put 
(beads, pearls, etc) on a thread. 2 thread 
one’s way through, make one’s way 
(through a crowd, etc). 3 (of hair) streak: 
black hair ~ed with silver, with streaks of sil- 
ver hair in it. 
'thread-bare /-bea(r)/ adj (of cloth) worn. 

threat /@ret/ и [С] 1 statement of an intention 
to punish or hurt a person, esp if he does not 
do as one wishes: carry out a~; be under the~ 
of expulsion, eg from a university. 2 sign or 
warning of coming trouble, danger, etc: There 
was a~ of rain т the dark sky. 

threaten /'@retn/ vt,vi 1 use threats: ~ an 
employee with dismissal. 2 give warning of: 
The clouds ~ed rain. 3 seem likely to occur or 
come: Knowing that danger ~ed, I kept an 
extra careful watch. 
threat-en-ing adj: a~ sky. 
threat-en-ing-ly adv 

three /6ri:/ adj, п [С] (of) 3. 
ijthree-'cornered adj triangular: а 
cornered ‘contest/'fight, with three contestants 
or competitors, eg in a Parliamentary election. 
ithree-'D, (abbr for) three-dimensional. 
ithree-di'mensional adj having, or appear- 
ing to have, three dimensions (length, breadth 
and depth). 
ithree-'figure adj (of numbers, amounts) be- 
tween 100 and 999 (inclusive). 
ithree-'piece n [С], adj set of three articles of 
clothing (eg a suit); set of furniture (a sofa and 
two armchairs): а ,~-piece 'suite. 
ithree-'ply adj (of wool, thread) having three 
strands. 
ithree-quarter(s), three fourths of the size, 
numbers, length, area, etc. 
ithree-'score, sixty. 
'three-some /-som/ и [С] (game, dance, for) 
three persons. 

thresh /@ref/ vi,vi beat (the grain out of) 
wheat, etc: ~ corn by hand. 
'thresh-ing-machine, one for threshing 
grain. 
thresher, 
threshes. 

thresh-old /'Orefhould/ п [С] 1 stone or 
plank under a doorway in a house, church, 
etc: cross the ~. 2 (fig) start, beginning: He 


ia 


person who, machine that, 
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was on the ~ of his career. 

threw /6ru:/ pt of throw’. 

thrice /@rais/ adv (rare) three times. 

thrift /Orift/ и [Ч] care, economy, in the use of 
money or goods. 
thrifty adj (-ier, -iest) economical (the usual 
word). 

thrill /@ril/ п [С] (experience causing an) excit- 
ed feeling passing like a wave along the nerves: 
а ^^ of joy|pleasure/horror. a у, у cause a thrill 
in: The film ~ed the audience. We were ~ed 
with horror|joy. 2 feel a thrill: We ~ed at the 
good news. 
thril-ler, novel, play or film in which excite- 
ment and emotional appeal are the essential 
elements. 

thrive /0гату/ vi (pt throve /Orauv/ pp thriven 
/‘Orivn/) prosper; succeed; grow strong and 
healthy: Children ~ on good food. He has a 
thriving business. 

thro’, thro /6ru:/ = through. 

throat /Orout/ п [С] 1 front part of the neck: / 
gripped him by the ~. 2 passage in the neck 
through which food passes to the stomach and 
air to the lungs: A bone has stuck inmy ~. cut 
one’s own throat, cause one’s own defeat. 
force/thrust sth down $Ь'$ throat, try 
to make him accept one’s views, beliefs, etc. 
jump down sb‘s throat, criticize him, be- 
come angry with him, suddenly. stick in 
one‘s throat, (fig) be unable to be accepted: 
His words stuck inmy ~. & lump'(2). 

throb /6rob/ vi (-bb-) (of the heart, pulse, 
etc) beat, esp beat more quickly than usual: 
His head ~bed. He had a bad headache. оп 
[С] throbbing or vibration: ~s of joy. & 
heart-throb. 
throb-bing adj that throbs: a ~bing pain] 
sound. 

throne /9гэоп/ п [С] 1 ceremonial chair or 
seat of a king, queen, bishop, etc. 2 the ~, ro- 
yal authority: come to the ~, become king/ 
queen. 

throng /6ron US: 6ro:n/ и [С] crowd. о vt,vi 
make, be, a crowd: People ~ed to see the new 
play. 

throttie /'@rptl/ vt,vi1 seize (a person) by the 
throat and stop his breathing; strangle: He ~d 
the guard and then robbed the bank. 2 control 
the flow of steam, etc in an engine; lessen the 
speed of (an engine) by doing this. оп [С] 
valve controlling the flow of steam, etc in an 
engine. 

through’ (US also thru) /@ги:/ adv (For 
special combinations with verbs, eg get ~, > 
the verb entries.) 1 from end to end, beginning 
to end, side to side: They wouldn’t let us ~, eg 
pass the gate. He slept the whole nighi ~, all 
night. The nail went ~ (the wood) easily. all 
through, all the time (something was hap- 
pening, etc): J knew that all ~. 2 to the very 
end. be through (with), (a) finish (with): 
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When will you be ~ with your work? (b) (infor- 
mal) have had enough of; be tired of: Гт ~ 
with this job; I must find something more in- 
teresting. (с) (informal) no longer be in love: 
Гт ~ with her. get through. ©) get 
through. see sth through, continue to do 
it, etc until it is finished. through and 
‘through, in all parts; completely: He’s a reli- 
able man ~ and ~. 3 all the way to: This train 
goes ~ to Paris. 4 (as an adjective) (used in the 
sense of 3): a~ train to Paris; ~ traffic, road 
traffic which is going through a place (con- 
trasted with local traffic). 5 (telephoning) (a) 
(GB) connected: / will put you ~ to the manag- 
er, connect you. (b) (US) finished; not wish- 
ing to continue the call. 

‘through-put /-put/, amount of material put 
through a process. 

through? (US also thru) /@ru:/ prep (For 
combinations with verbs, eg go through, > the 
verb entries.) 1 (of places) from end to end or 
side to side of; entering at one side, on one sur- 
face, etc and coming out at the other: The 
River Thames flows ~ London. There is a path 
~ (= across) the fields. He was looking ~ a 
telescope. 2 (fig): He went ~/has come ~ (= 
experienced) many hardships. We must go ~ 
(= examine) the accounts. 3 (of time) from be- 
ginning to end of: He won't live ~ the night, He 
will die before morning. 4 (showing the 
agency, means or cause) because of: The ac- 
cident happened ~ no fault of yours. 5 without 
stopping for: Don’t drive ~ a red light. 6 (US) 
up to and including: Monday ~ Friday. 
through-out /@ru:'avt/ adv right through; 
‚ in every part; in all ways or respects: The house 
needs painting ~. о prep all or right through; 
from end to end of: ~ the country; ~ the war; 
~ the year. 

throve /0гэсу/ pt of thrive. 

throw' /@rau/ vi,vi (pt threw /@ru:/, pp 
thrown /@raun/) (For special uses with adver- 
bial particles and prepositions, > 11 below) 1 
cause (something) to go through the air, usu- 
ally with force, by a movement of the arm or 
by mechanical means: Don’t ~ stones at my 
dog! He threw the ball to his sister. 2 put (ar- 
ticles of clothing) (on, off, over, etc) quickly or 
carelessly: ~ a coat over one’s shoulders. 3 
move (one’s arms, legs, etc) (out, up, down, 
about) energetically: ~ one’s chest out; ~ one’s 
head back. 4 (a) (of a horse) cause the rider to 
fall to the ground: Two of the jockeys were ~n 
in the race. (b) (of a wrestler) force (an op- 
ponent) to the floor. 5 (of dice) drop on to the 
table (after shaking them in something); get by 
doing this: ~ three sixes. 6 (fig) cause to be 
noticed as if by throwing: He threw me an 
angry look. 7 shape (pottery) on a potter’s 
wheel. 8 (informal) throw a party, give a 
(dinner, cocktail, etc) party. throw a fit, > 
fit?(3). 9 throw sth open (to), make (eg a 


thru /6ru:/ (US) = 
thrush /6raJ/ п [С] sorts of songbird, esp the 


through/thud 


competition) open to all persons. 10 (used 
with nouns) & cold'(1), doubt’, gaunt- 
let(1), light?(5), weight(2). 

11 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

throw sth about, scatter: Don’t ~ waste 
paper about in the park. throw money 
about, (fig) spend it carelessly. 

throw sth away, (a) lose by foolishness or 
neglect: ~ away an opportuniiy. (Ъ) (of words 
spoken by actors, broadcasters, etc) say in a 
casual way, with conscious under-emphasis. 
throw back, show characteristics of, revert 
to, a remote ancestor. Hence, 'throw-back n 
[C] person, animal, with these characteristics. 
throw oneself down, Пе down quickly at 
full length (eg to avoid danger). 

throw sth in, (a) give something extra, 
without an addition to the price: You can have 
the guitar for £20, with the case ~n in. (5) put 
in (a remark, etc) casually. (c) (football) 
throw the ball in after it has gone out of piay. 
Hence, 'throw-in п [С]. throw in the 
towel, (informal) admit defeat. 
throw oneself into sth, begin to work 
hard at it. 

throw shb/sth off, manage to get rid of; 
become free from: ~ off a cold/a pursuer. 
throw oneself on sb/sth, put one’s trust 
in: ~ oneself on the mercy of the court. 

throw sth out, (a) say (esp casually): ~ out 
a hintjsuggestion. (b) reject (a Bill in Parlia- 
ment, an idea, etc). 

throw sb over, desert, abandon: ~ over 
one’s girlfriend. 

throw sth together, assemble (too) quick- 
ly: That dress seems to have been ~n together. 
throw sth up, (a) vomit (food). (6) resign 
from: ~ up one’s job. throw up one’s 
hands (in horror), express horror by doing 
this. 

throw oneself upon sb/sth, 
on. 


= throw 


throw’ /0rau/ п [С] throwing; distance to 


which something is or may be thrown: a ~ of 
70 metres; a well-aimed ~, eg cricket, to get a 
batsman out. within a stone’s throw 
(of), > stone(2). 

through. 


Isong-~. 


thrust /9rast/ уу (pt,pp ~) push suddenly 


or violently; make a forward stroke with a 
sword, etc: He ~ his hands into his pockets|a 
coin into my hand. an 1 [К] act of thrusting. 2 
К] (in war) strong attempt to push. forward 
into the enemy’s positions. 3 [C] (in debate, 
etc) attack in words. 4 [U] force directed for- 
ward ina jet-engine. 


thud /9ad/ п [С] ‘dull sound as of a Siow on 


something soft: He fell with a ~ to the carpet. 
o vi (-dd-) strike, fall, with a thud. 
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thug /6ag/ п [С] violent and dangerous рег- 
son. 

thumb /6am/ п [С] short, thick finger set 
apart from the other four. under sb‘s 
thumb, under his influence and control. by 
rule of thumb, using a method or procedure 
based on experience and practice. с vt 1 turn 
over (pages, etc); make dirty by doing this: ~ 
the pages of a dictionary; a ,well-~ed ‘book. 2 


tick? (informal) What makes him/it act, be- 
have, etc like that? 2 (of a clock): ~ away the 
hours. 3 tick. over, (a) (of an internal- 
combustion engine) be operating with gears 
disconnected. (b),(fig) be active but slow: 
Business is ~ing over. 4 put a tick(3) against: 
~ off aname|the items on a list. tick sb off, 
(informal) tell him off. Hence, ,ticking-off 7: 
give her a good ~ing-off. 


thumb alift, = hitch-hike. tick? /tik/ и [С] small parasite that fastens it- 


thump /0лтр/ vi,vi 1 strike heavily; hit with 


self on the skin and sucks blood. 


the fists: He ~ed (on) the door. The two boys ticker /'tiko(r)/ п [С] 1 telegraphic machine 


began to ~ one another. He was ~ing out a 
tune on the piano, playing noisily. 2 beat(7) 


which automatically prints news on paper 
tape (called 'ticker-tape). 2 (s/) heart. 


heavily: His heart ~ed with excitement.an{C] ticket /'tikit/ п [С] 1 written or printed piece 


(noise of, or as of, a) heavy blow (esp one 
given with the fist): Give him a friendly ~ on 
the back. 

thun-der /'9ando(r) и [0] 1 noise which usu- 
ally follows a flash of lightning: a loud crash/a 
long roll of ~. 2 (also pl) loud noise like thund- 
er: the ~ of the guns. steal sb’s thunder, 
spoil his opportunity to be impressive by 
speaking or acting first. о vi,vt 1 (impersonal): 
It was ~ing and lightening. 2 make a noise like 
thunder: Someone was ~ ing at the door, beat- 
ing at it. 3 speak in a loud voice, attack 
violently in words. 


of card or paper giving the holder the right to 
travel in a train, bus, ship, etc or to a seat ina 
cinema, concert hall, etc: Do you want a single 
or a return ~? 2 piece of card or paper, label, 
attached to something and giving informa- 
tion, eg about the price, size of clothing, etc. 3 
printed notice of an offence against traffic re- 
gulations (eg a parking offence): get а ('park- 
ing) ~. 4 (just) the ticket, (informal) the 
proper thing to do, have. o vt put a ticket(2) 
on. 

'ticket-collecter, person who collects (rail- 
way) tickets. 


'thunder-bolt, (a) flash of lightning witha tickle /'tkl/ vt,vi 1 excite the nerves of the 


crash of thunder. (b) (fig) unexpected and 
terrible event. 
'thunder-clap, sudden noise of thunder. 
'thunder-storm, storm of thunder and 
lightning, usually with heavy rain. 
'thunder-struck adj (fig) amazed. 
thun-der-ous /-9s/ adj making a noise like 
thunder: ~ous applause. 

Thurs-day /'@3:zd1/ n fifth day of the week. 

thus /6as/ adv in this way; so: ~ far, to this 
point. 

thwack /@wek/ уг, и = whack. 


skin by touching lightly, esp at sensitive parts, 
often so as to cause laughter: ~ him in the ribs. 
2 please (one’s sense of humour, etc). tickled 
pink/to death, very, pleased, amused: / was 
~ pink at the praise given to те. 3 have, feel, 
cause, an itching or tingling sensation: My 
nose ~S. 

tick-ler /'tikla(r)/, (esp) puzzling question. 
tick-lish /'tiklif/ adj (a) (of a person) easily 
made to laugh when tickled. (b) (of a prob- 
lem, piece of work, etc) needing delicate care 
or attention: be ina ticklish situation. 


thwart /@wo:t/ уг obstruct (and so defeat): be  ti-dlall /'taid!/ adj of a tide or tides: a ~ river, in 


~ed in one’s ambitions/aims. 
thyme /taim/ и [0] kind of herb. 
thy-roid /'@arroid/ п [С] (also '~ gland) gland 


which the tide rises and falls. 
'tidal wave, great ocean wave, eg one that is 
(thought to be) caused by an earthquake. 


in the front part of the neck, producinga sub- tid-dler /'tidla(r)/ п [С] (informal) 1 very 


stance which affects the body’s growth and 


small fish. 2 small young child. 


activity. tide /taid/ 1 [C,U] regular rise and fall in the 


ti-ara /ti'a:ro/ n [С] (р! ~s) 1 coronet for a 
woman. 2 triple crown worn by the Pope. 

tibia /'tibia/ и [С] (pl ~e |-bii:/) (anat) inner 
and thicker of the two bones between the knee 
and the foot. 

tic /tik/ п [С] involuntary twitching of the 
muscles (esp of the face). 

tick’ /tik/ м [С] 1 light, regularly repeated 
sound, esp of a clock or watch. 2 (informal) 
moment: ГИ be with you in a couple of ~s. 3 


level of the sea, caused by the attraction of the 
moon: at high/low ~. 2 [C] flow or tendency 
(of public opinion, feeling, etc): The Liberals 
hoped for a turn of the ~, that public opinion 
might turn in their favour. о vt tide sb over 
(sth), help him to get through or survive (a 
period of difficulty, etc): Will £5 ~ you over 
until you’ re paid? 

'tide-mark, highest point reached by a tide 
ona beach. 


small mark (often У) to show that something tid-ings /'taidinz/ п pl (literary) (used with a 


is correct. о vi,vt 1 (of a clock, etc) make 


sing or pl verb) news: glad~. 


ticks(1): The child put the watch to its ear and tidy |'taidi/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 arranged neatly 


listened to it :'~ing. What makes him]/it 


and in order; having the habit of placing and 
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keeping everything in its nght place: а ~ 
reom|boy. 2 (informal) fairly large (esp of 
money): а ~ sum of money. о п [С] (р! -ies) 
receptacle for odds and ends: a 'sink-~, for 
bits of kitchen waste. с ур, уф make tidy: Уом’а 
better ~ (up) the room before the guests arrive. 
ti-dily /'ta:dali/ adv 
ti-di-ness и [0] 

tie’ Дат/ и [С] 1 something (rope, ribbon) used 
for fastening. 2 (fig) something that keeps 
people united: the ~s of friendship; family ~s. 
3 something that takes up one’s attention and 
limits one’s freedom of action: Mothers often 
find their small children a ~. 4 equal score in a 
game, etc: The game ended ina ~, 2—2. 5 
band of material worn round the neck of a 
shirt and knotted in front. 

tie? /tai/ vt,vi (present participle tying, pt,pp 
tied) 1 fasten or bind (with string, rope, wire, 
etc): ~ a man’s feet together; ~ up a parcel. 2 
fasten by means of the strings, etc of: ~ ona 
label. 3 arrange (a ribbon, etc) in the form of a 
bow or knot: ~ one’s shoelaces; ~ а ribbon| 
scarf; ~ the ribbon in(to) а bow. 4 make by ty- 
ing: ~ aknot т а piece of string. 5 be fastened: 
Does this dress ~ in front or at the back? 6 (of 
players, teams, candidates in a competitive ex- 
amination) make the same score (as): The two 
teams ~d. They ~d for first place (in the exam- 
ination). 
7 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 
tie sb down, restrict his freedom: He’s not in 
a hurry to get married; he doesn’t want to get 
~d down. tie sb down to sth, restrict him 
to (the terms of a contract, etc). 
tie (sth) in with sth, \ink, agree, with: 
Doesn't this ~ in with what we were told last 
week? 
tie sth up, (a) invest (capital) so that it is not 
easily available. (b) ensure that (property, eg 
land, buildings) can be used, sold, etc only un- 
der certain conditions. be/get tied up 
(with sth/sb), (a) be, get, involved (with 
it/him) so that one has no time for other 
things: Гт afraid I can’t help уои пом — Гт too 
~d up with other things. (b) be, become, link- 
ed with: Jsn’t this company ~d up with 
Vickers- Armstrong? Hence, 'tie-up п [С] link; 
merger; partnership. 

tier /tia(r)/ п [С] row (esp of seats) parallel to 
and rising one above another, eg in a theatre 
or stadium. 

tiff /tif/ п [С] slight quarrel. 

ti-ger /'taiga(r)/ п [С] 1 large, fierce animal of 
the cat family, yellow-skinned with black 
stripes. © paper tiger. 2 (informal) strong 
opponent; energetic person. 
ti-ger-ish /-1{/ adj like, cruel as, a tiger. 

ti-gress /'taigris/ п [С] female tiger. 

tight /tait/ adj (-er, -est) 1 fastened, fixed, fit- 
ting, held, closely: а ~ knot. The drawer is so 


~ that I can’t open it. 2 (esp in compounds) 
made so that something cannot get out or in: 
iwater-|,air-'~. 3 packed so as to occupy the 
smallest possible space or to get in as much as 
possible: Make sure that the bags are filled/ 
packed ~. 4 (informal) having had too much 
alcoholic drink: He gets ~ every pay-day. 5 
fully stretched: a ~ горе. 6 produced by pres- 
sure; causing difficulty. in a tight corner/ 
spot, (fig) in a difficult or dangerous situa- 
tion. a tight schedule, one that it is difficult 
to keep to. a tight squeeze, > squeeze. 7 
(of money) not easily obtainable, eg on loan 
from banks: Money is ~. о adv = tightly: 
squeezelhold it ~. sit tight, г> sit(1). 
itight-'fisted, miserly. 
itight-'laced adj = strait-laced. 
itight-'lipped adj (fig) saying little or no- 
thing. 
'tight-rope, one on which acrobats perform. 
tight-ly adv 
tight-ness и [0] 

tighten /'taitn/ vt,vi make, become, tight(er): 
~ (up) the screws; ~ the ropes of the tent. 

tights /taits/  p/ 1 close-fitting (usually 
nylon) clothing covering the hips, legs and 
feet, as worn by girls and women. 2 skin-tight 
clothing covering the legs and body, worn by 
acrobats, ballet-dancers, etc. 

tilde /tild/ п [С] the mark (~) (as used in this 
dictionary to replace the headword in the 
example sentences). 

tile /tail/ и [С] (usually square or oblong) plate 
of baked clay for covering roofs, walls, etc, of- 
ten painted with designs or pictures. be (out) 
on the tiles, (s/) out drinking, etc. с vt cover 
(a roof, etc) with tiles. 

till’ /tl/ (also until /an'til/) (Note: the choice 
between 1 and until is chiefly a matter of рег- 
sonal preference, though until is often con- 
sidered more formal.) conj up to the time 
when: Go straight оп ~ you come to the post of- 
fice and then turn left. She won’ t go away ~ you 
promise to help her. prep up to the time when; 
up to; down to: / shall wait ~ ten o'clock. He 
works from morning ~ night, day after day. 

till? ип [С] money-drawer in a cash-register. 

till? /tl/ vt cultivate (land). 
till-age /'tilid3/ и [О] act or process of tilling; 
tilled land. 

tiller /'tilo(r)/ п [С] lever (like a long handle) 
used to turn the rudder of a small boat. 

tilt /tilt/ vt,vi (cause to) come into a sloping 
position (as by lifting one end); tip: Don’t ~ 
the table. an[C] tilting; sloping position. 

tim-ber /'timba(r)/ и 1 [U] wood prepared for 
use in building, etc: a '~-yard, place where 
timber is stored, bought and sold, etc. 2 [U] 
growing trees thought of as containing wood 
suitable for building, carpentry, etc: The fire 
destroyed thousands of acres of ~. 3 [C] large 
piece of shaped wood, beam, forming a sup- 


time/tin 
port (eg ina roof ora ship). 
tim-bered adj (of buildings) made of timber. 
time! /taim/ п 1 [О] all the days of the past, 
present and future: past, present and future ~. 
The world exists in space and ~. 2{U] the pass- 
ing of all the days, months and years, taken as 
a whole: T~ will show who is right. 3 [U] (also 
with a, an and an adjective) portion or 
measure of time: Six minutes is a short period 
of ~. What a (long) ~ you have been! all the 
time, (a) during the whole period in ques- 
tion: Г looked all over the house for that letter, 
and it was in my pocket all the ~, while I was 
searching. (6) at all times; first and last: He’s 
a business man all the ~, has no other interests 
in life. half the time, (a) as in: He did the 
work in four hours; I could have done it in half 
the ~, in two hours. (b) very often; nearly al- 
ways: He says he works hard, but he’s asleep 
half the ~. behind time, \ate: The train is ten 
minutes behind ~. for the time being, © 
be*(3). on time, not late, punctual(ly): The 
train is[came т оп ~. in no time, very soon; 
very quickly. make up for 105 time, 
hurry, etc after starting late. play for time, 
delay doing something in the hope that the si- 
tuation will improve. take one‘s time 
(over sth), & take'(9). 4 [0] point of time 
stated in hours and minutes of the day: What 
~ is it? What's ше ~? & teli(5). 5 [U] time 
measured in units (years, months, hours, etc): 
The winner’s ~ was 11 seconds. pass the 
time, do something during a period of spare 
time, eg while waiting. pass the time of 
day (with...), > pass?(8). 6 [СЧ] point or 
period of time associated with, or available or 
suitable for, a certain event, purpose, etc: by 
the ~ we arrived home; every ~ I looked at her. 
It’'s\lunch-~. It's ~~ I was going/~ for me to go, 
I ought to leave now. at the same time, (a) 
together: laugh and cry at the same ~. (b) (in- 
troducing a fact, etc that is to be thought 
about) still, nevertheless: At the same ~ you 
must not get that... from time to time; at 
times, occasionally; now and then. at ай! 
times, always. in time, (a) not late; early 
enough: We were in ~ to catch the train. (b) 
sooner or later: You will learn how to 40 И in~. 
in no time (at aif), very quickly. > also 
nick. do time, (informal) go to prison for a 
period. 7 [С] occasion: this/that/next/another 
~; the ~ before last; for the first/last ~. time 
‘and (time) again; times without num- 
ber, again and again; repeatedly. 8 (p/) (used 
to show multiplication): Three ~s five is/are 
fifteen, 3 x 5 = 15. 9[C] (often p/) period of 
‘time, more or less definite, associated with cer- 
tain events, circumstances, persons, etc: in 
ancient|prehistoric ~s. 10 [С] (often р/) the 
conditions of life, the circumstances, etc of a 
period characterized by certain qualities, etc: 
We lived through terrible ~s during the war 
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years. T~s are good|bad, (often meaning that 
it is easy/difficult to make a living). behind 
the times, old-fashioned. have a good 
time, © good'(4). have the time of 
one’s life, > Ше(5). 11 [9] Greenwich / 
local /summer / standard time, © these 
entries. 12 (music) measurement depending 
on the number of rhythmic beats in successive 
bars of a piece of music. beat time, > 
beat?(7). mark time, > mark?(7). 
'time-bomb, designed to explode at some 
time after being dropped, placed in position. 
'time-card/-sheet, one for a record of 
workmen’s hours of work. 
‘time-consuming adj using, needing, а lot 
of time. 
'time-honoured (US = 
respected because of its age. 
'time-keeper, (a) one who, or that which, 
records the time spent by workers at their 
work. (b) (of a watch, etc) one that keeps time 
well, etc: a good/bad ~keeper. 
'time-lag, interval of time between two con- 
nected events. 
'time-limit, limited period of time; last mo- 
ment of this: set a ~-limit for the completion of 
a job. 
'time-saving adj serving to save time: а ,~- 
saving i'dea. 
'time-signal, signal (eg a series of pips) for 
telling the time (in a radio programme). 
'time-switch, switch set to operate at a de- 
sired time (eg to turn a heating system on or 
off). 
'time-table, list showing the days or hours at 
which events will take place, work will be 
done, etc esp a list showing the times at which 
trains, etc will arrive and depart. 
'time-zone, region of the world where the 
same time(4) is used. 

time? /taim/ vt 1 choose the time or moment 
for; arrange the time of: He ~d his journey so 
that he arrived before dark. 2 measure the time 
taken by or for (a race, runner, an action or 
event). 3 regulate: ~ the speed of a machine. 
tim-ing 7 [U] act of determining or regulating 
the (order of) occurrence of an action, event, 
etc to achieve the desired results: The timing of 
last night’s performance was excellent. 

time-ly /'tarmli/ adj (-ier, -iest) occurring at 
just the right time: а ~ arrival. 

timid /'timid/ adj easily frightened: He’s as ~ 
as arabbit. 
tim-id-ity /ti'midati/ п [Ч] 
timid-ly adv 

tim-or-ous /'timoaras/ adj timid. 
tim-or-ous-ly adv 

tim-pani /'trmponi/ и p/ set of kettledrums 
(eg of an orchestra). 
tim-pan-ist /'timpanist/, player of a kettle- 
drum. 

tin /tin/ л.1 [0] soft, white metal (symbol Sn) 


-honored) adj 
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used in alloys and for coating iron sheets. 2 [С] 
«US = can) tin-plated airtight container for 
food: а ~ of sardines/beans. в vi (-пп-) 1 puta 
coating of tin on. 2(US = can) pack (food, to- 
bacco, etc) in tins(2): ~ned peaches. 
'tin-foil, tin in thin, flexible sheets, used for 
wrapping and packing Sera confec- 
tionery, etc. 
'tin-opener, device for opening tins. 
tinny adj (-ier, -iest) of or like tin (eg in 
sound): a~ piano. 

tine /tain/ м [С] 1 point, prong (eg of a fork, 
etc). 2 branch of a deer’s antler. 

tinge /tind3/ уг 1 ‘colour slightly (with red, 
etc). 2 (fig) (esp in pp) affect slightly: admira- 
tion ~d with envy. a п [С] slight colouring or 
mixture (of): There was a ~ of sadness in her 
voice. 

tingle /'tingl/ vi have a pricking or stinging 
feeling in the skin: His fingers ~d with the cold. 
The children were tingling with excitement. on 
[C] tingling feeling. 

tin-ker /'tinka(r)/ п [С] 1 worker who repairs 
kettles, pans, etc. 2 attempt to repair; work: 
have an hour’s ~ at the radio, try to mend и. о 
vi work in an inexpert way (at): Please don’ t~ 
with my car engine. 

tinkle /'tinkl/ vi,vt (cause to) make a succes- 
‘sion of light, ringing sounds, eg of a small bell. 
oO n(sing) such sounds: the ~ of a bell. 

tin-sel /'tinsl/ и [U] 1 glittering metallic sub- 
stance made in sheets, strips and threads, used 
for ornament: trim a Christmas tree with ~. 2 
cheap, showy brilliance. с у (-Il-, US also -I-) 
trim with tinsel. 


tint /tint/ п [С] (esp pale or delicate) shade or 


variety of colour: ~s of green in the sky at 
dawn. с vt give a tint to; put a tint on. 

tiny /tain:/ adj (-ier, -iest) very small. 

-tion /-т/ (also -sion /-[п/, -ation /-e1fn/, 
-ition /-1{n/) suffix (verb + ~ = noun): rela- 
поп; confession; hesitation; competition. 
-tional /-fonl/ adj 
-tion-ally /-Janoli/ adv 

tip’ /tip/ и [C] 1 pointed or thin end of some- 
thing: the ~s of one’s fingers/the 'finger-~s. 
(have sth) on the tip of one’s tongue, 
(be) just going to say (it), just about to remem- 
ber (it). 2 small piece put at the end of some- 
thing: cigarettes with filter-~s. о vt (-pp-) 
supply with a tip(2): ~ped cigarettes. 

'tip-toe adv on tiptoe, on the tips of one’s 
toes: be on ~toe with excitement. о vi walk on 
tiptoe: She ~ toed out of the bedroom. 
itip-'top adj, adv (informal) first-rate: in ~- 
top con'dition. 

tip? /tip/ vt,vi (-pp-) 1 tip (sth) up. (cause 
to) rise, lean or tilt on one side or at one end: 
The table ~ ped up. tip sth (over), (cause to) 
overbalance or overturn: Careful! You'll ~~ the 
canoe over. tip the scale (at), (a) be just 
enough to cause one scale or pan (of.a ba- 


tine/titivate 


lance) to go lower than the other. (b) (fig) be 

the deciding factor (for or against). (c) weigh: 

He ~ped the scale at 70 kilos. 2 empty (the 

contents of something) out of/into: No rubbish 

to be ~ped here, a warning put up in open 

spaces. She ~ped the water out of the bowl into 

the sink. оп [С] 1 (not US) place where rubb- 

ish may be tipped(2): a 'refuse ~. 2 hill of 

waste material from a coalmine, etc. 3 (infor- 

mal) untidy place: This room isa~! 

ip? /ир/ vt (-pp-) 1 touch or strike lightly: His 
bat just ~ped the ball. 2 give a tip to (1,2 be- 
low): ~ the waiter. tip sb off, (informal) give 
him a warning, information or a hint. Hence, 
‘tip-off п [С] hint or warning: give the police a 
~-off. tip the winner, name the winner (of 
a horse-race) before the event takes place. on 
[С] 1 gift of money to a porter, waiter, etc for 
services: leave а ~ on the table, eg in a restaur- 
ant. 2 piece of advice on something, eg infor- 
mation about the probable winner of a horse- 
race, about a person wanted by the police, etc: 
If you take*my ~ (= advice) you'll say you’re 
sorry. 3tap(1). 

tipple /'tipl/ п [Ч] (usually alcoholic) drink: 
My favourite ~ is sherry. 

tip-ster /'tipsta(r)/ п [С] person who gives 
tips about races. © #р3(2). 

tipsy /'tpsi/ adj (informal) slightly drunk. 

ti-rade /tai'reid/ п [С] long, angry or scolding 
speech. 

tire’ /'taro(r)/ п [С] (US) = tyre. 

tire? /'taio(r)/ vt,vi make or become weary, in 
need of rest, etc: The long walk ~d the child] 
~d him out|made him ~d. be tired of, have 
had enough of: be ~d of boiled eggs, have had 
them too often. 
tired /'taiod/ adj weary in body or mind: 
sleepy: feel ~d after a long climb. tired out, 
completely exhausted. 
tired-ness и [0] 
tire-less adj (a) not easily tired: а ~/ess 
worker. (b) continuing a long time: ~/ess 
energy. 
tire-some /-зэт/ adj troublesome; tedious. 

tis-sue /'tifu:/ п 1 [C,U] mass of cells and 
cell-products in an animal body: 'muscular ~. 
2 [C,U] (also '~ paper) thin, soft paper for 
wrapping things, protecting delicate articles, 
etc. 3[C] (fig) series: a ~ of lies. 

tit’ /tit/ п [С] kinds of small bird. 

tit? /tit/ и (only in) tit for 'tat, blow for blow. 

tit? /ut/ п А (vulgar 5) nipple; woman’s 
breast. 

tit-bit /'titbit/ п [С] attractive bit (of food, 
news, gossip, etc). 

tit-il-late /'titileit/ vt stimulate or excite 
pleasantly. 
tit-il-la-tion /,ttu'lerfn/n[U] 

titi-vate (also titti-) /'titrvert/ vt,vi (informal) 
make smart: She was titivating herself in fons 
of the mirror. 


o 


title / together 


title /'taitl/ 2 1 [С] name of a book, poem, pic- 
ture, etc. 2 [С] word used to show a person’s 
rank, occupation, status, etc, eg Lord, Prince, 
Professor, Dr, Miss. 3 [C,U] (egal) right or 
claim, esp right to the possession of a position, 
property: Has he any ~ to the land? 4 = credit 
titles. 
'titie-deed, document proving a title(3) to 
property. 
'title-role, part in a play that gives the play 
its name: a great performance of ‘Othello’ with 
Olivier in the ~-role, with Olivier as Othello. 
titled /'taitld/ adj having a title of nobility: a 
~d lady, eg a duchess. 

tit-ter /'tito(r)/ vt, п [С] (give a) silly little 
laugh. 

titu-lar /'titjule(r) US: -Цо-/ adj1 held by vir- 
tue of a title: ~ possessions. 2 existing in name 
but not having authority or duties: the ~ ruler. 

tizzy /'tizi/ п be in а tizzy, (informal) ш а 
nervous state. 

T-junction /'ti: djankfn/2[C] © ТА. 

TNT /,ti: en 'ti:/ п (= trinitrotoluene) power- 
ful explosive. 

to’ /tu:/ adverbial particle 1 to or in the usual 
or required position, esp to a closed or almost 
closed position: Push the door ~. 2 to and 
fro, > Но. 3 > come(13), bring(5), and 
fall?(14). 

to? /ta before vowels and strong form: tu:/ parti- 
ciple (marking the infinitive) 1 (used after 
many verbs but not after can, do, may, must, 
shall, will): He wants ~ go. 2 (used with аа- 
verbs of functions, purpose, result, outcome): 
They came (in order) ~ help me. He lived ~ be 
ninety. 3 (limiting the meanings of adjectives 
and adverbs): The book is easy ~ understand. 
He’s old enough ~ go to school. 4 (a subse- 
quent fact): The good old days have gone never 
~ return, and will never return. He awoke ~ 
find himself (= and found himself) in a strange 
room. 5 (used with an infinitive as a noun): It is 
wrong ~ Steal. 6 (used as a substitute for the 
infinitive): We didn’t want to go home but we 
had ~, ie had to go home. 

to? /ta before vowels and strong form: tu:/ prep 
1 in the direction of; towards: walk ~ work; 
point ~ it; hold it (up) ~ the light; turn ~ the 
right. 2 (fig) towards (a condition, quality, 
etc): a tendency ~ laziness; slow ~ anger. 3 
(introducing the indirect object): Who did you 
give it ~? The man I gave it ~ has left. 4 as far 
as: from beginning ~ end; count (up) ~ ten. 5 
before: a quarter ~ six. 6 until: from morning 
~ night. I didn’t stay ~ the end of the meeting. 
7 (of comparison, ratio, reference): Г prefer 
walking ~ climbing. We won by six goals ~ 
three. 

toad /tsud/ п [С] animal like a frog that lives 
on land except when breeding. 
'toad-stool, kinds of fungus, some of them 
poisonous. 
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toast’ /toust/ п [U] (slice of) bread made 
brown and crisp by heating: two slices of ~. а 
vt,vi 1 (of bread) make or become brown and 
crisp by heating. 2 warm (oneself, one’s toes, 
etc) before a fire. 
toaster, electric device for toasting bread. 

toast? /toust/ vt wish happiness, success, etc 
to (a person or thing) while raising a glass of 
wine: ~ the bride and bridegroom. с п [С] act of 
toasting; person, group, etc toasted: propose/ 
drinka~. 

to-bacco /ta'bekau/ и [Ч] (p/ for kinds of to- 
bacco leaf) (plant having) leaves which are 
dried, cured and used for smoking (in pipes, 
cigars, cigarettes) or as snuff: This is a mixture 
of the best -~s. 
to-bac-co-nist /ta'bekoanist/, shop, person, 
selling tobacco, cigarettes, etc. 

to-bog-gan /to'bogen/ п [С] long, narrow 
sledge without runners for sliding on ice. о vi 
go down a snow-covered or ice-covered slope 
on a toboggan. 

to-day /ta'dei/ adv, п [О] 1 (on) this day: T~ 
is Sunday. Have you seen ~’s newspaper? 
We're leaving ~ week/a week ~, in one week’s 
time. 2 (at) this present age or period: the 
writers/the young people of ~. 

toddle /'todl/ vi walk with short, uncertain 
steps as a baby does. 
tod-dler /'todlo(r)/, baby who can toddle. 

toe /tou/ п [С] 1 each of the five divisions of 
the front part of the foot; similar part of an 
animal’s foot. tread/step on sb’s toes, 
(fig) offend him. from top to toe, from 
head to foot, completely. on one’s toes, 
(fig) alert, ready for action. on tiptoe, > tip- 
toe. 2 part of a sock, shoe, etc covering the 
toes. п vt touch, reach, with the toes. toe the 
line, (fig) behave properly; obey orders given 
to one as a member of a group or party. 
'toe-nail, nail of the toe of a human being. 

tof-fee /'tofi US. 'to:fi/ п [C,U] (piece of) 
hard, brown sticky sweet made by boiling sug- 
ar, butter, etc. 

tog /tog/ vt (-gg-) (informal) put on smart 
clothes. 
togs п pl (informal) clothes: 'swimming ~s. 

toga /'tauga/ п [С] (p/ ~s) loose flowing outer 
clothing worn by men in ancient Rome. 

to-gether /to'geda(r)/ adv 1 in company: 
They went for a walk ~. together with, as 
well as; in addition to; and also: These new 
facts, ~ with the evidence you have already 
heard, prove the prisoner’s innocence. 2 So as to 
be in the same place, to be in contact, to be 
united: Tie the ends ~. The leader called his 
men ~. put your/our, etc heads to- 
gether, consult with each other (to find a sol- 
ution, make plans, etc). 3 at the same time: АЙ 
his troubles seemed to come ~. 
to-gether-ness n [C] friendship; feeling of 
unity. 
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togs /tpgz/n p/ > tog. 

toil /toil/ vi work long or hard (at a task); 
move with difficulty and trouble: ~ ира steep 
hill. on(U] hard work: after long ~. 
toiler, hard worker. 

toilet /'toilit/ п [C] 1 lavatory; water-closet. 2 
process of dressing, arranging the hair, etc: 
She spent only a few minutes on her ~. 3 (used 
as an adjective): a '~ set, '~ articles, such 
things as a hairbrush, comb, etc. 
‘'toilet-paper, for use in a lavatory. 
'toilet-roll, roll of toilet-paper. 

to-ken /'toukon/ и [С] 1 sign, evidence, gua- 
rantee or mark: Гат giving you this watch as a 
~ of my affection. г> book token. 2 (used as 
an adjective) acting as a preliminary or small- 
scale substitute: The enemy offered onlya~ 
resistance, did not resist seriously. 
;jtoken 'payment, payment of a small part 
of what is owed, made to show that the debt is 
recognized. 
ijtoken 'strike, for a few hours only (as a 
warning that a long strike may follow). 

told /tould/ pt,pp of tell. 

tol-er-ance /'tplorons/ и [U] quality of toler- 
ating opinions, beliefs, customs, physical 
types, behaviour, etc different from one’s 
own: religious/racial ~. 

tol-er-ant /'toloront/ adj having or showing 
tolerance: Mr X is not very ~ (of criticism). 
tol-er-ant-ly adv 

tol-er-ate /'toloreit/ vt 1 put up with, allow, 
without protest: / won’t ~ your impudence| 
your doing that. 2 put up with the company of: 
How can you~ that rude girl? 
tol-er-abie /‘tplorabl/ adj (formal) that can be 
tolerated; fairly good: tolerable food. 
tol-er-ably /-abli/ adv 
tol-er-ation /,tolo'reifn/, tolerance, esp the 
practice of allowing religious freedom. 

toll’ /taul/ п [С] 1 payment required for the 
use of a road, bridge, harbour, etc. 2 (fig) 
something paid, lost or suffered: The war took 
aheavy ~ of the nation’s men. 
'toll-bar/-gate, bar/gate across a road at 
which a toll is payable. 
‘toll-house, house for the man in charge of a 
toll-bar. 

toll? /toul/ vi,vi (of a bell) (cause to) ring with 
slow, regular strokes: The funeral bell ~ed 
solemnly. в п (sing only) tolling stroke of a 
bell. 

tom-ato /to'ma:tou US: ta'meitau/ и [C] (pl 
~es) (plant with a) soft, juicy, (usually) red 
fruit: (used as an adjective) ~ juice. 

tomb /tu:m/ и [С] place dug in the ground, cut 
cut of rock, etc for a dead body, esp one witha 
monument over it. 
'tomb-stone, inscribed stone over a tomb. 

tom-boy /'tombo1/ п [С] girl who likes rough, 
noisy games and play. 

tom-cat /'tomkzt/ п [С] male cat. 


togs/tongue 


tome /toum/ и [С] (formal) large, heavy book. 

to-mor-row /to'mprau/ adv, n[C,U] (on) the 
day after today: If today is Monday, ~ will be 
Tuesday and the day after ~ will be Wednes- 
day. The announcement will appear in ~’s 
newspapers. 

ton /tan/[C]1 measure of weight (2240 Ib in 
GB, 2000 Ib in the US); metric ton, 2204-6 lb or 
1000 kg. 2 (informal) large weight, quantity or 
number: He has ~s of money. 

to-nal /'tounl/ adj (music) of tone or tones. 
to-nal-ity /tou'nzloti/ п [С] (p/ -ies) (music) 
character of a melody, depending on the scale 
in which it is written, etc. 

tone’ /toun/ n 1 [С] sound, esp with reference 
to its quality, pitch, duration, feeling, etc: the 
sweet ~(s) of a violin; a serious ~ of voice. 2 
[С] the pitch aspect of a (usually stressed) syll- 
able; rise, fall, etc of the pitch of the voice in 
speaking: Jn ‘Are you ill? there is arising ~ on 
‘ИР. 3 (sing only) general spirit, character, 
morale, of a community, etc: The ~ of the 
school is excellent. 4 [С] shade (of colour); de- 
gree (of light): a carpet in ~s of brown. 5 [C] 
(music) any one of the five larger intervals be- 
tween one note and the next. 6 [U] proper and 
normal condition of (parts of) the body: good 
muscular ~. 
tone-less adj not having colour, spirit, etc; 
dull: answer т а ~less voice. 
tone-less-ly adv 

tone? /taun/ vt,vi 1 give a particular tone of 
sound or colour to. 2 tone (sth) down, 
make or become less intense: The artist ~d 
down the brighter colours. You'd better ~ down 
some of the offensive statements in your article. 
3 tone (sth) up, make or become more 
healthy, intense, brighter, etc: Exercise ~s up 
the muscles. 4 tone in (with), (esp of col- 
ours) be in harmony: These curtains ~ in well 
with your rugs. 

tongs /tonz/ п pl (also a pair of ~) one of 
various kinds of U-shaped tool for taking up 
and holding something: 'sugar ~. be/go at it 
hammer and tongs, > hammer(1). 

tongue /tan/ 2 1 [С] movable organ in the 
mouth, used in talking, tasting, licking, etc: 
Don't put your ~ out at me! (have sth) 
on the tip of one’s tongue, > tip'(1). 
have one’s tongue in one’s cheek, say 
something that one does not intend to be 
taken seriously. have lost one‘s tongue, 
be too shy to speak. hold one’s tongue, be 
silent, stop talking. 2 [C] language: one’s 
mother ~, one’s native language. 3 [C,U] ani- 
mal’s tongue, cooked and eaten: ham and ~ 
sandwiches. 4 something like a tongue in 
shape or use, eg the strip of leather under the 
laces of a shoe, a flame. 
‘tongue-tied adj silent; unable or unwilling 
to speak through shyness, fear, etc. 
itongue-twister, word or succession or 


tonic/top 690 
‘words difficult to say quickly and correctly. 
tonic /'tonik/ п [С], adj 1 (something, eg, 
- Medicine) giving strength or energy: get a 
bottle of ~ from the doctor. Praise can be a use- 
ful mental ~. 2 (music) keynote. 3 = tonic 
water: а ginand~. 
'tonic water, (bottled) water with quinine: a 
ginand~. 
to-night /to'!nait/ adv, п [Ч] (on) the night of 


given some teeth, be made effective? 
'tooth-ache, pain in a tooth or teeth. 
'tooth-brush, one for cleaning the teeth. 
'tooth-paste/-powder, for cleaning the 
teeth. . 

'tooth-pick, short, pointed piece of wood, 
etc for removing bits of food from between the 
teeth. 

tooth-less adj without teeth: a ~/ess grin. 


today: last night, ~, and tomorrow night; ~’s tootle /'tu:tl/ vi, п [С] toot softly or con- 


television news. 


tinuously, as on acar horn. 


ton-nage /'tanid3/ и [0] 1 internal cubicca- top’ /top/ 1 (usually sing with the) highest 


pacity of a ship (1 ton = 100 cu ft). 2 total ton- 
nage(1) of a country’s merchant shipping. 3 
charge per ton on cargo, etc for transport. 

ton-sil /'tonsil/ и [С] either of two small oval 
masses of tissue at the sides of the throat, near 
the root of the tongue. 
ton-sil-itis /,tonsi'laitis/ п [0] inflammation 
of the tonsils. 

too /tu:/ adv 1 also; as well, in addition: /, ~, 
have been to Paris, eg 1, as weil as he, you, etc. 
Гуе been to Paris ~, eg to Paris as well as to 
Rome, Milan, etc. 2 moreover: There was frost 
last night, and т May ~! 3 to, in, a higher de- 
gree than is allowable, required, etc: We’ve 
had ~ much rain lately. Yow re driving ~ fast 
for safety. These shoes are much ~ small for 
me. 4 (phrases) go/carry sth too far, > 
far?(2). alltoo soon/quickly, etc, sooner, 
more quickly, etc than is desired: The holidays 
ended all ~ soon. none too early/soon, 
etc, not at all too early, etc: We were none ~ 
early for the train, We caught the train with 
very little time to Spare. one too many, © 
many(1). be too much (for), © much'. 
only too (+ adj), > only”. 

took /tuk/ pt of take’. 

tool /tu:l/ п [С] 1 instrument held in the 
hand(s) and used by workmen. 2 person used 
by another for dishonest purposes: He was a 
mere ~ in the hands of the dictator. 

toot /tu:t/ п [С] short, sharp warning sound 
from a horn, whistle, trumpet, etc. с vi,vt 
(cause to) give out a toot. 

tooth /tu:6/ и [С] (p/ teeth /ti:6/) 1 each of the 
hard, white, structures rooted in the gums, 
used for biting and chewing: have a~ out (US: 
have а ~ pulled), ie by a dentist. in the teeth 
of, against the full force of; in opposition to. 
armed to the teeth, completely and elab- 
orately armed. long in the tooth, old; ex- 
perienced. by the skin of one’s teeth, > 
skin(1). fight tooth and пай, г> fight’. 
get one’s teeth into sth, attack (a job) 
vigorously. have a sweet tooth, > 
sweet(1). show one’s teeth, take up a 
threatening attitude. 2 part of a comb, saw or 
rake like a tooth. go over/through sth 


part or point: at the ~ of the hill; the hill~. on 
top. (a) above: The green book is at the bot- 
tom of the pile and the red one is on ~. (b) 
more successful. оп top of things/one’s 
work, (informal) able to cope. on (the) top 
of, (a) over, resting on: Put the red book on 
(the) ~ of the others. (b) in addition to: He 
borrowed £50 from me for the journey and then, 
on ~ of that, asked me if he could borrow my 
car, too. from top to bottom, completely. 
from top to toe, from head to foot. blow 
one’s top, (informal) explode in rage. 2 [С] 
upper surface, eg of a table: polish the ~ of a 
table. on top of the world, > worid(4).3 
[С] highest rank, foremost (or most impor- 
tant) place: He came out at the ~ of the list, eg 
of examination results. come to the top, 
(fig) win fame, success, etc. reach/be at the 
top of the ladder/tree, the highest posi- 
tion in a profession, career, etc. 4 [С] greatest 
height or degree: shout at the top of 
one’s voice, & voice, n(3). 5 (as an adjec- 
tive) highest in position or degree: on the ~ 
shelf; at ~ speed; charge ~ prices. 6 (motor- 
ing) in top, in top (the highest) gear. 

itop 'brass, (informal) senior management. 
'top-coat, overcoat (the usual word). 

пор 'dog, (s/) master, winner, etc. 

ор 'drawer, (informal) the highest social 
class. 

itop-'flight adj (informal) first-rate; best pos- 
sible: ~-flight authors. 

itop ‘hat, tall silk hat. 

itop-'heavy adj over-weighted at the top so 
as to be in danger of falling. 

'top-knot, knot of hair, bunch of feathers, 
etc on the top of the head. 

'top-most /-moaust/ adj highest. 

itop 'notch adj (informal) excellent. 

Кор 'people, those at the top of their profes- 
sion, in the highest positions, etc. 
ijtop-'ranking adj of the highest rank. 

itop 'secret, needing to be secret because 
very important. 

Мор soil, soil on the surface. 

top-iess adj (of a woman’s clothes) leaving 
the breasts bare: a ~less swimsuit. 


with a ,fine-'tooth comb, examine it top? /top/ vt (-рр-) 1 provide a top for; be a 


closely and thoroughly. 3 (p/) (informal) effec- 
tive force: When will the new legislation be 


top for; be a top to: a cake ~ped by|with icing. 
2 top (sth) up, fill up (a partly empty con- 
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tainer): ~ up with oil, add oil; ~ up.a drink, re- 
fill a partly filled glass. 3 surpass, be taller or 
higher than: Our exports have just ~ped the 
£80000 mark. to top it all, the last (and sur- 
prising, etc) touch is.... 4 cut the tops off: [И 
and ~ carrots, take them from the ground and 
cut off the leaves. 

top? /top/ п [С] toy that spins and balances on 
a point. sleep like a top, sleep deeply. 

to-paz /'toupez/ п [U] transparent yellow 
mineral; [С] gem cut from this. 

topic /'topik/ и [С] subject for discussion. 
topi-cal /-k1/ adj of interest now: ~al news. 
topi-cally /-kli/ adv 

top-ogra-phy /ta'ppogrofi/ п [U] (descrip- 
tion of the) features, eg rivers, valleys, roads, 
of a place or district. 
topo-graphi-cal /,topo'grzfikl/ adj 
topo-graphi-cally /-КП/ adv 

topple /'topl/ vi,vt (cause to) be unsteady and 
fall (over): The pile of books ~d over|down. 
The dictator was ~d from power. 

tor /to:(r)/ п [С] small hill; rocky peak. 

torch /to:tf/ и [С] 1 (GB) electric light held in 
the hand. 2 piece of wood, etc soaked in oil, 
etc for carrying or using as a flaming light. 3 
(fig) something that gives enlightenment: the 
~ of learning. 
'torch.- light, light of a torch: а ~light proces- 
sion. 

tore /to:(r)/ pt of tear’. 

tor-ea-dor /'toriods:(r) US: 'to:r-/ п [С] bull- 
fighter (usually оп a horse). 

tor-ment /'to:ment/ п [СХ] (something that 
causes) severe bodily or mental pain or suffer- 
ing: be in ~; suffer ~(s) from an aching tooth. 
о vt /to:'ment/ cause severe suffering to; ап- 
noy: лед with pain|hunger. 
tor-men-tor /-ta(r)/, person who, that which, 
torments. 

torn /to:n/ pp of tear’. 

tor-nado /to:'neidau/ п [С] (pl ~es) violent 
and destructive whirlwind. 

tor-pedo /to:'pi:dou/ п [С] (pl ~es) long self- 
propelled weapon filled with explosives and 
travelling below the surface of the sea, used to 
attack ships. о vt 1 attack or destroy with a 
torpedo. 2 (fig) attack (a policy, institution, 
etc) and make it ineffective: Who ~ed the dis- 
armament talks? 

tor-rent /'torent US: 'to:r-/ п [С] 1 strong 
rush of liquid (esp water): mountain ~s; ~s of 
rain. 2 (fig) violent outpouring: а ~ of abuse/ 
insults. 
tor-ren-tial Дэгеп П/ adj of, like, caused by, а 
torrent: ~ial rain. 

torso /'to:sou/ п [С] (р! ~s) (statue of а) 
human body without head, arms and legs. 

tor-toise /'to:tas/ п [С] slow-moving, four- 
legged land (and fresh-water) varieties of turt- 
le with a hard shell. 

tor-tu-ous /'to:tfuas/ adj 1 full of twists and 
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bends: а ~ path. 2 (fig) not straightforward: a 
~ argument|politician. 
tor-tu-ous-ly adv 

tor-ture /'to:tfa(r)/ vt cause severe suffering 
to: ~ a man to make him confess; ~d with 
anxiety. оп] [U] infliction of severe bodily or 
mental suffering: instruments of ~. 2 [C,U] 
pain caused or suffered; method of torturing: 
suffer ~ from the secret police. 
tor-turer, person who tortures. 

Tory /'to:r1/ adj, п [С] (pl -ies) = Conserva- 
tive. 

toss /tos US: to:s/ vt,vi 1 throw up into or 
through the air: He ~ed the beggar а coin|~ed 
а сот to the beggar. The horse ~ed its head. 
toss a coin, send a coin spinning up in the 
air and guess which side will be on top when it 
falls. toss sb for sth, use the method of 
tossing a coin to decide something: Who’s to 
pay for the drinks? Let’s ~ for it. 2 (cause to) 
move restlessly from side to side or up and 
down: The ship (was) ~ed about on the stormy 
sea. 3 toss sth off, produce it quickly and 
without much thought or effort: ~ off a letter. 
оп [С] 1 tossing movement: а ~ of the head; 
take a ~, (esp) be thrown from the back of a 
horse. 2 win/lose the toss, guess 
correctly/incorrectly when a coin is tossed. 
‘toss-up, tossing of a coin; (hence) (fig) 
something about which there is doubt: /t’s a 
~-up whether he will get here in time. 

tot’ Лю п [C] 1 (often tiny tot) very small 
child. 2 (informal) small glass of liquor. 

tot? /tot/ vt,vi (-tt-) tot (sth) up, (informal) 
add up: ~ upacolumn of figures. 

to-tal /'toutl/ adj complete; entire: ~ silence. 
оп [С] total amount: Our expenses reached a 
~ of £20. 0 vt,vi (-Il-, US also -l-) find, reach, 
the total of: The visitors to the exhibition ~led 
15000. 
to-tally /'tautali/ adv completely: ~/y blind. - 
to-tal-ity /tou'tzloti/ п [О] entirety. 

to-tali-tar-ian /,tou,teli'teorion/ adj of a 
system based on professed terroristic dicta- 
torship by the most reactionary circles. 

tot-ter /'tota(r)/ vi 1 walk with weak, un- 
steady steps; get up unsteadily: The wounded 
man ~ed to his feet. 2 be almost falling; seem 
to be about to collapse: The tree ~ed and then 
fell. 

tou-can /'tu:kon/ п [С] kinds of tropical 
American bird with brightly coloured feathers 
and a large beak. 

touch!’ /tatS/ 1 [С] act or fact of touching: J 
felta~ on my arm. 2 [Ч] (sense giving) feeling 
by touching: soft/rough to the ~, when 
touched. 3 [C] stroke made with a brush, pen, 
etc: add a few finishing ~es (to a drawing or 
any piece of work). 4 [С] slight quantity, trace: 
а ^ of frost in the air; а ~ of sadness in his 
voice. 5 [С] style or manner of playing a music- 
al instrument, of workmanship (in art), ete: 
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‘have alight ~, eg on a piano, a typewriter. 6 
[9] communication. in/out of touch 
(with), in/not in regular communication 

-(with); having/not having information about: 
keep in ~ with old friends; be out of ~ with the 
political situation. lose touch (with), be 
out of touch (with): Jf we correspond regularly 
we shan’t lose ~. 7 (football) part of the pitch 
outside the side-lines: The ball is in/out of ~. 
jtouch-and-'go adj risky; of uncertain re- 

- Зи: 1 was ~-and-go whether the doctor would 
arrive in time. 

touch? /tatS/ vt,vi (For special uses with ad- 
verbial particles and prepositions, & 11 be- 
low.) 1 (cause to) be in contact with; bring a 
part of the body (esp the hand) into contact 
with: One of the branches is ~ing the water. 
Can you~ (= reach with your hand) the top of 
the door? Visitors (eg in a museum) are re- 
quested not to ~~ the exhibits. touch bottom, 
(a) reach the bottom: The water isn’t deep 
here; I can just ~ bottom, ie with my feet. (b) 
(fig) reach the lowest level of value, misfor- 
tune, etc. touch wood, touch something 
made of wood to avoid bad luck: Гуе never 
been in a road accident—~ wood. 2 apply a 
slight or gentle force to: He ~ed the bell, rang 
it by pressing the button. 3 (in the negative) 
compare with; be equal to: No one can ~ him 
as an actor of tragic roles. 4 (in the negative) 
take (food, drink): He hasn’t ~ed food for two 
days. 5 affect (a person or his feelings); con- 
cern: The sad stery ~ed из[оиг hearts. 6 have 
to do with: As а pacifist I refuse to ~ (= invest 
money in) shares of armament firms. 7 injure 
slightly: Luckily the paintings were not ~ed by 
the fire. 8 touched, slightly mad or deranged: 
He seems to be a bit ~ed. 9 cause a painful or 
angry feeling in; wound: The remark ~ed him 
deeply; cause a feeling of gratitude: J was so 
~ed by your letter of sympathy. > touching. 
10 deal with; cope with; get a result from: 
Nothing I have used will ~ (= get rid of) these 
grease spots. She couldn’t ~ (= even begin to 
answer) the first two questions in the biology 
paper, ie in an examination. 

11 (special uses with adverbial particles and 

prepositions): 

touch down, (of aircraft) come down to 

land. Hence, 'touch-down и [С] 

touch sb for sth, (s/) get money from (by 

begging): He ~ed me for a fiver (ie £5). 

touch sth off, (fig) cause to start: The arrest 

of the men’s leaders ~ed off a riot. 

touch on sth, mention (a subject) briefly. 

touch sth up, make small changes in (a pic- 

ture, a piece of writing) to improve it. 
touch-able /'tatfabl/ adj that may be 

touched. 

touch-ing /'tatf{in/ adj pathetic; causing 
gratitude, sympathy, etc: a ~ request for help. 
о prep concerning. 
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touch-ing-ly adv | 

touchy /'tatf1/ adj (-ier, -iest) РЕ ог quick- 
ly offended. 

tough /taf/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (of meat) hard to 
cut or get one’s teeth into. 2 not easily cut, 
broken or worn out: as ~ as leather. 3 strong; 
able to endure hardships: ~ soldiers. 4 (of per- 
sons) rough and violent: а ~ criminal. 5 stub- 
born; unyielding. be/get tough (with sb): 
The employers got ~ with|adopted a ,get-'~ 
policy towards their workers. 6 hard to carry 
out; difficult: a~ job/problem. 
ijtough 'iuck, (informal) bad luck. 
tough.ly adv 
tough-ness n[U] 

toughen /'tafn/ vt,vimake or become tough. 

tou-pee /'tu:per US: tu:'per/ и [С] false hair 
worn to cover a bald patch. 

tour /tuo(r)/ п [С] 1 journey out and home 
again during which several or many places are 
‘visited: a round-the-world ~; conducted ~s, 
made by a group conducted by a guide. 2 brief 
visit to or through: a ~ of the palace. 3 period 
of duty or employment (overseas): a ~ of three 
years as a lecturer in the University of Ibadan. 4 
round of (official) visits to institutions, units, 
etc: The Director leaves tomorrow on а ~ of 
overseas branches. 5 number of visits to places 
made by a theatrical company, etc: take a 
company on ~ . в vt,vi make a tour (of): ~ 
western Europe. The play will ~ the provinces 
in the autumn. 
tour-ing п, adj: a'~ing party. 

tour-ism /'tuarizom/ и [U] organized tour- 
ing: foreign exchange from ~ism, from the 
money brought in by tourists. 

tour-ist /'tuorist/ п 1 [С] person making a 
tour for pleasure: London is full of ~s in sum- 
mer. 2 (used as an adjective) of or for tours: a 
'~ agency; '~ class, (on liners, airliners) sec- 
ond class. 

tour-na-ment /'tuanamont US: 'tarn-/ и [С] 
series of contests of skill between a number of 
players: a'tennis/'chess ~. 

tour-ni-quet /'tuoniker US: 'tarnikit/ n [С] 
device for stopping a flow of blood through an 
artery by twisting something tightly around a 
limb. 

tousle /'tauzl/ vt (formal) make (esp the hair) 
untidy: a girl with ~d hair. 

tout /tavt/ п [С] person who encourages 
others to buy something: a 'ticket ~, person 
who sells tickets, eg for a major football 
match, at a high price. с vi act as a tout: men 
outside the station ~ing for the hotels. 

tow /tau/ vt pull along by a rope ог chain: ~ a 
damaged car to the nearest garage. a n[C,U] 
towing or being towed: Can we give уои а ~? 
in tow, (informal) also with (a person). on 
tow. being towed. 

to-ward(s) /te'wo:d(z) US: to:rd(z)/ prep 1 
approaching; in the direction of: walking ~ 
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the sea; first steps ~ the abolition of arma- 
‘ments. 2 as regards; in relation to: What will 
the Government’s attitude be ~ the plan? 3 for 
the purpose of (helping): We must save money 
’ ^, her education. 4 (of time) near: ~ the end of 
the century. 

towel /'taual/ п [С] piece of cloth, etc for dry- 
ing or wiping something wet (eg one’s hands 
or body): a'bath-~; a paper ~. throw in the 
towel, > throw'(11). a ve (-Il-, US -1-) dry 
or rub (oneself) with a towel. 

towel-ling (US = towel-ing) п [9] 
material for towels. 

tower /'taua(r)/ п [С] 1 tall building, either 
standing alone (eg as a fort, the T~ of London) 
or forming part of a church, castle or other 
large building (eg a college). 2 a tower of 
strength, (fig) a person who can be relied on 
for protection, strength or comfort in time of 
trouble. 3 = water tower. > also cooling- 
tower. с vi rise to a great height, be very tall, 
esp in relation to the height of the surround- 
ings: the skyscrapers that ~ over New York. 
tower above sb, (fig) (of persons) greatly 
exceed in ability, in intellectual or moral quali- 
ties: aman who ~s above his contemporaries. 
'tower-block, high block of flats or offices. 
town /ta:un/ п 1 [С] centre of population 
larger than a village, esp one that has not been 
created a city (and often used in contrast to 


country): Would you rather live ina ~ or in the — 


country? paint the town red, г> paint. 2 
[9] the business, shopping, etc part of a town 
(contrasted with the suburbs, etc): go to ~ to 
do some shopping. He’s in ~ today. > down- 
town. go out on the town, go out and en- 
joy the entertainment facilities of a town 
(especially at night). go to town, (s/) act, be- 
have, without inhibitions, eg by spending 
money, having a spree. & man'(1). 3 [0] the 
chief city or town in the neighbourhood (esp, 
in England, London): He’s gone up to ~ for 
the weekend. 4[U] (sing with the) the people of 
a town: The whole ~ was talking about it. the 
talk of the town, © talk'(1). 5 the ~, 
towns in general: Farm workers are leaving the 
country in order to get better jobs in the~. 
ijtown ‘centre, area around which public 
buildings, eg the town hall, the public library, 
main shops, are grouped. 

ijtown 'clerk, official who keeps town or city 
records and advises on certain legal matters. 
jtown 'council, governing body of a town. 
ijtown 'councillor, member of a town coun- 
cil. 

ijtown ‘hail, building with offices of local 
government. 

'town house, house in town, of a particular 
style or belonging to a person who also has a 
house in the country. 

'towns-folk, people who live in town or the 
town referred to. 


toxic //'toksik/ adj poisonous (the usual 
word). 

toxin /toksin/ п [С] poisonous substance. 

toy /to1/ п [С] 1 something, eg a doll, for a 
child to play with. 2 (as an adjective): а ~ sol- 
dier, one made as a toy(1); ~ dog/spaniel, 
small kinds kept as pets. а vi 1 think not very 
seriously about: He’s ~ing with the idea of 
buying a new car. 2 = fiddle(2): ~ing with a 
pencil. 
'toy-shop, shop where toys are sold. 

trace’ /treis/ п [С] 1 mark, sign, etc showing 
that a person or thing has been present, that 
something has existed or happened: ~s of an 
ancient civilization. We’ve lost all ~ of them, 
don’t know where they are. 2 very small 
amount: There were ~s of poison т his blood. 

trace? /treis/ vt,vi 1 draw, sketch, the course, 
outline, etc of: tracing (out) one’s route on a 
map. 2 copy (something), eg by drawing on 
transparent paper the lines, etc on (a map, de- 
sign, etc) placed underneath. 3 follow or dis- 
cover (a person or thing) by looking at marks, 
tracks, evidence, etc: J cannot ~ (= cannot 
find) any letter from you dated Ist June. trace 
(sth/sb) back (to sth), (a) find the origin 
of by going back in time: He ~s his ancestors 
back to an old Scottish family. (b) find the ori- 
gin of by going back through evidence: The ru- 
mour was ~d back to a journalist. It was dis- 
covered that he had started it. 
trace-able /-abl/ adj capable of being 
traced (3) (to). 
trac-ing, reproduction (of a map, design, etc) 
made by tracing(2). 

tracery /'treisori/ п [C,U] (p/ -ies) ornamen- 
tal arrangement of designs (eg as made by 
frost on glass, or of stonework in a church 
window). 

tra-chea /tra'kio US: 'treikia/ п [С] (pl ~e 
/-ku/) (anat) = windpipe. 

track /trek/n[C]1 line or series of marks left 
by a vehicle, person, animal, etc in passing 
along; path made by persons, animals: ~s in 
the snow, eg footprints; 'sheep-~s across the 
moor. be on sb‘s track/on the track of 
sb, be tracking: The police are on the ~ of the 
thief. cover up one’s tracks, hide one’s 
movements or activities. have a ,one-track 
‘mind, give ali one’s attention to one topic or 
thought. keep/lose track of sb/sth, keep 
in/lose touch with; follow/fail to follow the 
course or development of: read the newspapers 
to keep ~ of current events. off the track, 
(fig) following a wrong line of action. > 
beaten. 2 course; line taken by something 
(whether marked or not): the ~ of a storm] 
spacecraft. 3 set of rails for trains, etc: The 
train left the ~, was derailed. 4 path prepared 
for racing (eg made of cinders, etc): a 'motor- 
racing|'cycling/'running ~. 5 = caterpill- 
ar(2). 6 band for recording sound (on magne- 
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tized tape); section of something recorded (on 
а record or tape). с vt follow the track of: ~ an 
animal to its den. track sbh/sth down, find 
by searching: ~ down а bear/a reference. 
'track event, athletic contest, eg running, 
ona track (4). 
‘track record, (fiz) individual’s known per- 
sonal achievements: a good/bad ~ record. 
'track shoe, spiked shoe worn by a runner. 
'track suit, loose-fitting warm suit as worn 
by an athlete. 
'track-ing station, one which, by radar or 
radio, maintains contact with space-vehicles, 
etc. 
tracker, person, esp a hunter, who tracks 
wild animals. 

tract’ /trekt/[C]1 stretch or area (of forest, 
farmland, etc): the wide ~s of desert т М Afri- 
ca. 2 system of related parts in an animal 
body: the di'gestive/re'spiratory ~. 

tract? /trekt/ п [С] short printed essay, esp on 
a moral or religious subject. 

tvact-able /'trektabi/ adj (formal) easily 
controlled or guided. 

trac-tion /'trekfn/ п [О] (power used in) pul- 
hng or drawing something over a surface: 
electric|steam~. 

trac-tor /'trekto(r)/ п [С] motor-vehicle used 
for pulling agricultural machinery (ploughs, 
etc), or other heavy equipment, over rough 
ground. 


trade’ /treid/ п 1 [U] buying and selling of _ 


goods; exchange of goods for money or other 
goods: T~ was good last year. 2 [С] particular 
branch of buying and selling: He’s in the 
'furniture|'book ~.3{C,U] occupation; way of 
making a living, esp a handicraft: He’s a 
‘carpenter|tailor by ~. Shoemaking is a useful 
~. 2> jack. 

the Trades, trade-winds. 

‘trade gap, unfavourable difference between 
exportsandimports. = 

‘trade-mark, (a) design, special name, etc 
used to distinguish a manufacturer’s goods 
from others. (b) (fig) distinguishing charac- 
teristics: He leaves his ~mark on all his activi- 
ties. 

‘trade name, name given to a manufactured 
article. 

'trade price, price charged by а manufac- 
turer or wholesaler to a retailer. 
'trades-man, shopkeeper (the usual word). 
itrade 'secret, technique, etc used by an in- 
dustry that is not known or made available to 
competitors. 

itrade-'union, (also less often trades- 
union) organized association of workers in a 
trade formed to protect their interests, im- 
prove their conditions, etc. 
itrade-'unionist, member of a trade-union. 
'trade-wind, strong wind blowing always 
towards the equator from the SE and NE. 
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trade? /treid/ vi,vi 1 engage in trade(1); buy 
and sell: Britain ~s with many European coun- 
tries. 2 exchange: The boy ~d his skates for a 
cricket bat. 3 trade sth in, give (a used ar- 
ticle) in part payment for a new purchase: He 
~d in his car for anew one. Hence, 'trade-inn 
[C]. 4 take a wrong advantage of, use, in order 
to get something for oneself: trading on her 
sympathy. 
trader, person who trades(1). 

tra-di-tion /tra'difn/ п 1 [U] (handing down 
from generation to generation of) opinions, 
beliefs, customs, etc. 2 [С] opinion, belief, cus- 
tom, etc handed down. 
tra-di-tional /-fonl/ adj 
tra-di-tion-ally /-noli/ adv 

traf-fic /'trefik/ п [0] 1 (movement of) 
people and vehicles along roads and streets, of 
aircraft in the sky: There was а lot о} по! much 
~ on the roads yesterday. 2 transport business 
done by a railway, steamship line, airline, etc. 
3 illegal trading: the 'drug ~. 0 vi (-ck-) trade: 
~king in snakes (with...). 
traffic indicator = trafficator. 
‘traffic island, platform in the centre of a 
busy road, for pedestrians when crossing. 
‘traffic jam, © jam?n(i). 
'traffic-light(s), coloured lights by the 
roadside controlling traffic. 
'traffic warden, official controlling the 
parking of cars and use of parking-meters. 

traf-fi-ca-tor /'trefikeita(r)/ п [С] yellow 
light on a motor-vehicle to show the direction 
in which it is about to turn. 

tra-gedy /'tred3idi/ п (pi -ies) 1 [С] play for 
the theatre, cinema, TV, of a serious kind, 
with a sad ending. 2 [U] branch of the drama 
with this kind of play. 3[C,U] very sad event, 
action, experience, etc in real life. 
tra-gedian /tra'dzi:dion/ п [С] writer of, actor 
in, tragedy. 
tra-gedi-enne /tro,d3i:di'en/ и [С] actress in 
tragedy. 

tra-gic /'tredzik/ adj of tragedy: a ~ actor| 
event. 
tragi-cally /-kli/ adv 

trail /trei/ п [С] 1 line, mark or series of 
marks, drawn or left by a person or thing that 
has passed by: a ~ of smoke, (from a railway 
steam-engine); а ~ of destruction, eg left by a 
violent storm. 2 track or scent followed in 
hunting. hot on the trail (of), close behind. 
3 path through rough country. о vt,vi 1 pull, 
be pulled, along: Her long skirt was ~ing along 
the floor. 2 = track. 3 (of plants) grow over or 
along the ground, etc: roses ~ing over the 
walls. 
trailer, (a) transport-vehicle pulled by a 
tractor or truck. (b) caravan pulled by a 
motor-vehicle. (c) trailing plant. (d) series of 
short extracts from a film to advertise it. 

train’ /trein/ 1 [С] (locomotive and) number 
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of railway coaches, wagons, etc joined to- 
gether: 'passenger|'goods/'freight ~s,; travel by 
~,; get onjoff a ~. 2 number of persons, ani- 
mals, carriages, etc moving in a line: a ~ of 
camels. 3 series or chain: A knock at the door 
interrupted my ~ of thought. 4 part of a long 
formal dress or robe that trails on the ground. 

train? /trem/ vt,vi1 give teaching and practice 
to (eg a child, a soldier, an animal) in order to 
bring to a desired standard of behaviour, effi- 
ciency or physical condition: ~ a horse for a 
race|circus. There is a shortage of ~ed nurses. 
2 attend a course, do exercises, etc to qualify 
or to achieve something: Рт ~ing to be a уе! 
~ing for the Olympic Games. 3 cause to grow 
in a required direction: ~ roses against/over а 
wall, 4 point, aim: ~ a gun on the enemy. 
trainee /trei'ni:/, person undergoing some 
form of (usually vocational) training. 
trainer, person who trains (esp athletes, 
race-horses, etc). 
train-ing, in/out of training, in{not in 
good physical condition (eg for athletic con- 
tests). 

trait /treit/ п [С] distinguishing quality or cha- 
racteristic: Peter’s generosity and energy are 
his best ~s. 


trai-tor /'treito(r)/ п [С] person who betrays a 
friend, is disloyal to his country, etc. 
trai-tor-ous /-os/ adj = treacherous (the 
usual word). 

tram /trem/ п [С] (US='street-car) (also 
'~car) public transport powered by electricity 
on rails in the road surface. 


tramp /tremp/ vi,vt 1 walk with heavy steps: 
He ~ed up and down the platform waiting for 
the train. 2 walk through or over (esp for a 
long distance): ~ through the mountains; ~ 
over the hills. They ~ed (for) miles and miles. a 
п1 the ~, sound of heavy footsteps: / heard 
the ~ of marching soldiers. 2 [С] long walk: go 
for a~ in the country. 3 [С] homeless person 
who goes from place to place and does no 
regular work. 
Itramp-steamer, cargo boat which goes to 
any port(s) where cargo can be picked up. 

trample /'trempl/ vi,vi 1 tread heavily on: 
The children have ~d (down) the flowers/~d 
the grass down. 2 (fig) affect badly and 
thoughtlessly: ~ on his feelings. an[C] sound, 
act, of trampling. 

tram-po-line /'trempoli:n/ п [С] strong can- 
vas on a spring frame, used by gymnasts for 
acrobatic leaps. 

trance /tra:ns US: trens/ п [С] 1 condition 
like sleep: be/fall/go into a ~. 2 abnormal, 
hypnotic, state: send her intoa~. 

tran-quil /'trenkwil/ adj (formal) calm; 
quiet: a~ life in the country. 
tran-quilly /-wili/ adv 
tran-quil-lity (US also tran-quil-ity) 
/trey'kwilati/n[U] calm, quiet state. 
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tran-quil-lize (also -ise) (US also tran- 
quil-ize) /'trenkwilaiz/ vt make calm, quiet. 
tran-quil-li-zer (also -iser) (US aiso tran- 
quil-izer) п [C] drug that produces a calm 
mental state. 

trans- /trenz-/ prefix 1 across: transatlantic. 
2 to achanged state: transform. | 

trans-act /tren'zekt/ vt (formal) conduct, 
do, (business, etc). 

trans-ac-tion /tren'zekfn/ п 1 [U] (sing 
with the) transacting: the ~ of business. 2 [С] 
piece of business: cash ~s. 3 (pl) (records of 
the) proceedings of (esp a learned society, eg 
its. meetings, lectures): the ~s of the Royal 
Archaeological Society. 

trans.at-lan-tic /,trenzot'lentik/ adj 1 be- 
yond, crossing, the Atlantic: a ~ voyage 
flight. 2 concerning (countries on) both sides 
of the Atlantic: a~ treaty. 

tran-scend /tren'send/ vt go or be beyond 
or outside the range of (human experience, 
reason, belief, powers of description, etc). 

tran-scen-den-tali /,transen'dentl/ adj not 
based on experience or reason; going beyond 


_ human knowledge; that cannot be discovered 


or understood by practical experience: ~ 
meditation, technique (using concentration 
and silent repetition) for relaxing the mind 
and body. 
tran-scen-den-tally /-tali/ adv 
trans-con-ti-nen-tal /,trenz,kontinent!l/ 
adj crossing a continent: а ~ railway. 
tran-scribe /tren'skraib/ vt 1 copy in ordi- 
nary writing, esp from shorthand notes or 
from speech recorded on magnetic tape. 2 
write in a special form: ~d into phonetics. 
tran-script /'trenskript/ п [С] something 
transcribed. 
tran-sept /'trznsept/ n [С] (either end of the) 
transverse part of a cross-shaped church. 
trans-fer' /'trensfs:(r)/ п 1 [СХ] (instance 
of) transferring. 2 [С] document that transfers 
a person or thing; drawing, plan, etc trans- 
ferred from one surface to another. 
trans-fer? /trens'fs:(r)/ vt,vi (-rr-) 1 change 
position, move: The head office has been ~red 
from York to London. 2 hand over the posses- 
sion of (property, etc to): ~ rights to a son. 3 
convey (a drawing, design, pattern, etc) from 
one surface to another (eg from a wooden sur- 
face to canvas). 4 change from one train, bus, 
etc to another. 5 move from one occupation . 
(usually within the same profession), position, 
company, etc to another: He has been ~red to 
the Sales Department. 
trans-fer-able /-abl/ adj that can be trans- 
ferred: These tickets are not ~able, cannot be 
given to anyone else. 
trans-fer-ence 
trens'forans/ n[U] 
trans-fix /trens'fiks/ vt (formal) 1 pierce 
through: ~ a leopard with a spear. 2 cause (a 
person) to be unable to move, speak, think, 
etc: He stood ~ed with horror. 


/‘treensfarans US: 


transform / transverse 


trans-form /trens'fo:m/ vt change the 
shape, appearance, quality or nature of: 
Success and wealth ~ed his character. A 
steam-engine ~s heat into energy. 
trans-form.ation /,trensfo'meifn/ я (a) [0] 
transforming or being transformed. (b) [C] 
instance of this: He has ‘undergone a great 
~ation since he was married. 
trans-for-mer, person or thing that trans- 
forms, eg apparatus that increases or de- 
creases the voltage of an electric power 
supply. 

trans-fuse /trens'fju:z/ vt (esp) transfer the 
blood of one person to another. 
trans-fusion /trens'fju:3n/ п [Ч] act or pro- 
cess of transfusing; [C] instance of this: The in- 
jured man was given a'‘blood transfusion. 

trans-gress /trznz'gres/ vt,vi (formal) 1 go 
beyond (a limit): ~ the limits of decency. 2 
break (a law, treaty, agreement). 3 sin. 
trans-gres-sion /trenz'grefn/ п [C,U] (in- 
stance of) transgressing. 
trans-gres-sor /-5э(г)/, person who trans- 
gresses; sinner. 

tran-si-ent /'trenziont US: 'trenfont/ adj 
(formal) lasting for a short time only: ~ happi- 
ness. 

tran:sis-tor /tren'zisto(r)/ п [С] 1 small 
electronic device, used in radios, hearing aids 
and other kinds of electronic apparatus. 2 
transistorized radio. 
tran-sis-tor-ized (also -ised) /-aizd/ adj 
having transistors, not valves: a ~ized com- 
puter. 

tran-sit /'trensit/ п [U] sending, carrying or 
being sent, across, over or through. in tran- 
sit, (while) being carried or sent from one 
place to another. 
‘transit camp, one for the use of persons (eg 
refugees, soldiers) who are in transit from one 
place to another. 
‘transit visa, visa allowing passage through 
(but not a stay in) acountry. 

tran-si-tion /tren'zifn/ п [СО] changing, 
change, from one condition or set of circum- 
stances to another: Adolescence is the period of 
~ between childhood and manhood. 
tran-si-tional /-fonl/ adj 

tran-si-tive /'trensoativ/ adj (gram) (of 
verbs) used with a direct object (marked vi in 
this dictionary). 

tran-si-tory /'trensitri US: -to:n/ adj = 
transient. 

trans-late /trenz'leit/ vt 1 give the meaning 
of (something said or written) in another lan- 
guage: ~ a book from English into French. 2 
interpret, explain (a person’s behaviour, etc): 
How would you ~ his silence? What do you 
think it means? 
trans-la-tor /-ta(r)/, person who translates. 

trans-la-tion /,trenz'leifn/ п [9] trans- 
lating: errors in ~; [С] something translated: 
make|doa~ into French. 

trans-lu-cent /trenz'lu:snt/ adj allowing 
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hight to pass through but not transparent: 
Frosted glass is ~. 

trans-mis-sion /trenz'mifn/ п 1 [О] trans- 
mitting or being transmitted: the ~ of news/a 
TV programme. 2 [C] clutch, gears and drive 
which help to send power from the engine to 
the wheels (of a motor-vehicle). 

trans-mit /trenz'mit/ vt (-tt-) 1 pass or 
hand on; send on: ~ a message by radio; ~ a 
disease. 2 allow through or along: [топ ~s 
heat. 
trans-mit-ter, person who, that which, 
transmits, esp (part of a) radio apparatus for 
sending out signals, messages, music, etc. 

trans-par-ency /tren'spzronsi/ п (р/ -ies) 
1 [U] state of being transparent. 2 [C] framed 
diagram, picture, etc on photographic film (to. 
be projected on toa screen). 

trans-par-ent /tren'spzront/ adj 1 allow- 
ing light to pass through so that objects (or at 
least their outlines) behind can be distinctly 
seen: Ordinary glass is ~. 2 about which there 
can be no mistake or doubt: a man of ~ 
honesty. 3 clear; easily understood: a ~ style 
of writing. 4 (informal) (of a person, his behav- 
iour) obviously lying, insincere, etc. 

tran-spire /tren'spaio(r)/ vi,vt (formal) 1 (of . 
an event, a secret) come to be known: /t ~d 
that the President had spent the weekend 
playing golf. 2 (dated) happen. 

trans-plant /trens'pla:nt US: -'plent/ ум 
1 take up (plants, etc) with their roots and 
plant in another place. 2 transfer (tissue, or an 
organ, eg a heart or kidney) from one person 
to another. 3 (fig) (of people) move from one 
place to another. on /'trenspla:nt US: -plent/ 
[C] instance of transplanting(2): a'kidney~. - 

trans-port' /'trenspo:t/ и 1 [Ч] carrying (to 
another place) or being carried; means of 
carrying: the ~ of goods by air; road ~. 2 (as 
an adjective) of or for carrying (to another 
place): London’s ~ system; ~ charges. 

trans-port? /tra:n'spo:t US: tren-/ vt 1 carry 
(goods, persons) from one place to another: ~. 
goods by lorry. 2 (in former times) send (a cri- 
minal) to a distant colony as a punishment: 
~ed to Аиятайа. | 
trans-port-able /-эЫ/ adj that can be trans- 
ported. 
trans-por-ta-tion /,trenspo:'teifn/[U] 

trans-porter /tren'spo:to(r)/ n [С] person 
or thing that transports, eg a long vehicle for 
carrying motor-vehicles from a factory. 

trans-pose /trzn'spouz/ vt 1 cause (two or 
more things) to change places. 2 (music) put 
into another key. 
trans-po-si-tion /,trenspo'zif{n/n[C,U] 

tran-sub-stan-ti-ation | ,treensab- 
;stenfi'eifn/ и [0] doctrine that the bread and 
wine in the Eucharist are changed into the 
body and blood of Christ. 

trans-verse /'trenzv3:s/ adj lying or placed 
across. 
trans-verse-ly adv 


697° 


trap /trep/ п [С] 1 device for catching ani- 
mals, etc: а 'mouse~. 2 (fig) plan for deceiving 
a person; trick or device to make a person say 
ог do something he does not wish to do or say: 
The employer set a ~ for the man by putting 
marked money in the till. 3 U-shaped or other 
section of a drain-pipe which prevents a return 
flow of water (eg under a lavatory). 4 light, 
two-wheeled vehicle pulled by a horse or 
pony. 5 device (eg a box) from which an ani- 
mal or object can be released, eg greyhounds 
at the start of a race. 6 (s/) mouth. о vt (-pp-) 1 
catch ina trap. 2 capture by a trick. 
trap-per, person who catches animals, esp 
for their fur. 

tra-peze /tro'pi:z US: tre-/ п [С] horizontal 
bar or rod supported by two ropes, used by 
acrobats and for gymnastic exercises. 

tra-pezium /tra'pi:ziam/ и [С] (p/ ~s) (geom) 
(GB) four-sided figure having two sides which 
are parallel. 

trap-ezoid /'trepizoid/ п [С] (geom) (GB) 
four-sided figure having no sides parallel. 

trap-pings /'trepinz/ п р/ (fig) ornaments ог 
decorations, esp as a sign of public office: He 
had all the ~ of high office but very little power. 

trapse (US = traipse) /treips/ vi (informal) 
walk wearily: trapsing round the shops. 

trash /tref/ п [0] 1 worthless material ог 
writing. 2 (US) rubbish; refuse. 3 worthless 
people. 
'trash-can, (US) = dustbin. 
trashy adj (informal) worthless: ~ y novels. 

trauma /'tro:mo US: 'traumo/ и [С] (p/ ~s ог 
-mata /-moto/) 1 diseased condition of the 
body produced by a wound or injury. 2-ето- 
tional shock. 
trau-matic /tro:'metik US: trau-/ adj (a) of 
or for (the treatment of) a wound or injury. 
(b) (of an experience) distressing and un- 
forgettable. 

travel /'trevl/ vi,vz (-ll-; US -l-) 1 make (esp 
long) journeys: ~ round the world; ~ (for) 
thousands of miles; ~ (over) the whole world. 2 
go from place to place as a salesman: He ~s in 
cotton goods. 3 move; go: Light ~s faster than 
sound. 4 pass from point to point: Her mind 
~led over recent events. п п 1 [U] travelling: 
He is fond of ~. 2 (pl) journeys, esp abroad: 
write a book about one’s ~s. 
‘travel agent, person who makes arrange- 
ments for travel, by selling tickets, reserving 
accommodation, etc. Hence, 'travel- 
agency/-bureau 7 [С] 
trav-el-led, (US = trav-eled) adj (a) hav- 
ing made many long journeys: a ~led man. 
(b) used by people who travel: а much ~led 
part of the country. 


trav-el-ler, (US = trav-eler) treevia(r)/, 


(a) person on a journey. (b) = commercial 
traveller. 
‘traveller's cheque (US = 'traveler’s 


{гар /treasure 


check), one issued by a bank or tourist: 
agency Гог the convenience of travellers in a 
foreign country. 
trav-elog (also -logue) /'trevalog US: -lo: g/ 
п [С] film or lecture describing travels. 

tra-verse /'trevoas/ vt (formal) travel across; 
pass over: Searchlights ~d the sky. a п [С] 
(mountaineering) sideways movement across 
the face of a steep slope of ice, etc. 

trav-esty /'trevisti/ п [C] (p/ -ies) imitation 
or description of something that is, often on 
purpose, unlike and inferior to the real thing: 
His trial was a ~ of justice. а vt (pt,pp -ied) 
make or bea travesty of. 

trawl /tro:1/ уруЕ fish (with a large net). 
traw-ler, boat, fisherman, that trawls. 

tray /trei/ п [С] flat piece of wood, metal, etc 
with raised edges, for carrying things. 

treach-er-ous /'tretfaros/ adj 1 false or dis- 
loyal (to a friend, cause, etc). 2 not to be relied 
on: ~ weather. 
treach-er-ous-ly adv 
treach-ery /'tretfori/ м (pl -ies) [U] beng 
treacherous; (p/) treacherous acts. 

treacle /'tri:k1/ п [О] thick, sticky, dark liquid 
produced while sugar is being refined. 

tread /tred/ vi,vt (pt trod /trod/, pp trodden 
[Игоап/) 1 walk, put the foot or feet down 
(on): Don’t ~ on the flowers. tread on sb‘s 
toes, (fig) offend him. 2 stamp or crush; push 
(down, etc) with the feet: ~ out a fire in the 
grass; ~ grapes, when making wine. 3 make 
by walking: The cattle had trodden a path to the 
pond. 4 walk along: ~ a dangerous path, (fig) 
follow a risky course of action. tread water, 
keep oneself afloat in deep water by moving 
the feet up and down (as if working the pedals 
of a bicycle). ол [С] 1 way or sound of walk- 
ing: with a heavy/loud ~. 2 part of a step or 
stair on which the foot is placed. 3 grooved 
part of a tyre which touches the ground. 

treadle /'tredl/[C] pedal or lever that drives 
a machine, eg a sewing-machine, worked by 
pressure of the foot or feet. o vi work a treadle. 

tread-mill /'tredmil/ и [С] 1 apparatus 
worked with the feet for making rotary 
motion. 2. (fig) monotonous activity. 

trea-son /'tri:zn/ п [О] betrayal of one’s 
country or ruler; disloyalty. 
trea-son-able /-abl/ adj 
trea-son-ably /-abli/ adv 

treas-ure /'treza(r)/ п 1 [СУ] (store of) gold 
and silver, jewels, etc; wealth: The pirates 
buried their ~. 2 highly valued object or per- 
son: The National Gallery has many priceless 
art ~s. She says her new secretary is a perfect 
~.0O vt 1 store for future use: ~ memories of 
one’s youth, 2 value highly: He ~s the watch 
she gave him. 
'treasure-house, where treasure is stored. 
'treasure-trove, treasure found hidden in 
the earth and of unknown ownership. 


treasurer /trial 


treas-urer /'trezora(r)/ п [С] person in 
charge of money, etc belonging to a club or so- 
ciety. 

treas-ury /'trezori/ n (pl -ies) 1 the T~, (in 
GB) department of State controlling public 
revenue. 2 [C] (place for the) funds of a so- 
ciety, organization, etc: The ~ of our tennis 
club is almost empty. 3 [С] person, book, etc 
looked on as containing valuable information 
or as a valued source: The book is а ~ of infor- 
mation. 

treat /'tri:t/ vt,vi 1 act or behave towards: He 
~s his wife badly. 2 consider: We had better ~ 
it as a joke, instead of taking it seriously. 3 dis- 
cuss; deal with: The lecturer ~ed his subject 
thoroughly. 4 give medical or surgical care to: 
Which doctors are ~ing her for her illness? 5 
qut (a substance) through a process (in manu- 
facture, etc): ~ wood with creosote. 6 supply 
(food, drink, entertainment, etc) at one’s own 
expense (to): J shall ~ myself|you to a good 
weekend holiday. a n 1 [С] something that 
gives pleasure, esp not often enjoyed or unex- 
pected: Jt’s a great ~ for her to go to the 
cinema. 2 act of treating(6): This is to be 'my 
~, Гт going to pay. 

treat-ise /'tri:tiz US: -tis/ и [С] book, etc that 
deals systematically with one subject. 

treat-ment /'tri:tmont/ и [СУ] (particular 
way of) treating a person or thing; what is 
done to obtain a desired result: Js the ~ of 
political prisoners worse than it used to be? 
They are trying anew ~ for cancer. | 

treaty /'tri:ti/ л (р/ -ies) 1 [С] (formal) agree- 
ment made and signed between nations: a 
'реасе ~. 2 [Ч] agreement or negotiation be- 
tween persons: sell a house by private ~. 

treble’ /'trebl/ adj, п [С] three times as much 
or as many (as): He earns ~ my salary. о vt,vi 
make or become treble: He has ~d his 
earnings|His earnings have ~d during the last 
few years. 
itreble 'chance, method of gambling on 
football results by predicting all the drawn 
games (these having higher points value), and 
then wins for away and home matches (these 
having less value). 

treble? /чгеЫ/ п [С] (boy’s voice with, instru- 
ment that takes, the) highest part in a piece of 
music. 

tree /tri:/ п [С] 1 plant with a single self- 
supporting trunk of wood with (usually) no 
branches for some distance above the ground: 
cut down ~s for timber. 2 = family tree. 3 
piece of wood for a special purpose: a'shoe-~, 
for keeping a shoe in shape while not being 
worn. 
tree-less adj without trees. 

tre-foil /'trefoil/ n [С] 1 kinds of three-leaved 
plant, eg clover. 2 similar ornament or design. 

trek /trek/ vi (-kk-) make a long journey, by 
ox-wagon, pony or on foot. сп [С] journey of 
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this kind; any long, hard journey. © safari. 

trel-lis /'trelis/ n [С] light upright structure of 
strips of wood, etc esp as used for supporting 
climbing plants. o у! furnish with, support on, 
a trellis. 

tremble /'trembl/ vi 1 shake involuntarily 
(as from fear, anger, cold, physical weakness, 
etc): His voice ~d with anger. We were trem- 
bling with cold|excitement. 2 shake: The bridge 
~d as the heavy lorry crossed it. 3 be in a state 
of anxiety: / ~ to think what has happened to 
him, am deeply worried. о n[C] uncontrollable 
shaking: There was a ~ in his voice. 

tre-men-dous /tri'mendas/ adj1 very great; 
enormous; powerful: а « explosion; travelling 
ata ~ speed. 2 (informal) extraordinary: He’s 
а ~ eater|talker. 3 (informal) first rate: а ~ 
concert|/performance|meal. 
tre-men-dously аду (esp informal) extreme- 
ly: ~ly grateful. 

tremor /Чгето(г)/ и [С] shaking or trem- 
bling: 'earth ~s, as during an earthquake; а ~ 
of fear. 

trench /trentS/[C] ditch dug in the ground, 
eg for the draining of water. 

trend /trend/ п [К] general direction; ten- 
dency: The ~ of the coastline is to the south. 
The ~ of prices is still upwards. set the 
trend, start a style, etc which others follow. 
Hence, 'trend-setter n [С], 'trend-setting 
n{C,U]. в vi have a certain trend: The road~s 
towards the west. 
trendy adj (-ier, -iest) (informal) showing, 
following, the latest fashion, etc. 

trepi-da-tion /пгериде(т/ м [0] (formal) 
alarm: in fear and~. 

tres-pass /'trespos/ vt 1 go on to privately 
owned land without right or permission: ~ on 
someone’s (private) property. 2 make too 
much use of: ~ on my timefhospitality| privacy. 
on{U] trespassing (1); [С] instance of this. 
tres-pas-ser, person who _ trespasses(1): 
T~ers will be prosecuted. 

tress /tres/n[C] (poetic or literary) 1 (pl) hair 
(esp of a woman’s or girl’s head). 2 plait or 
braid of hair. 

trestle /'tres!/ п [С] horizontal beam of wood 
with two legs at each end, used in pairs to sup- 
port planks, a table top, a workman’s bench, 
etc. 
itrestie-'table, one made by laying planks 
on trestles. 

tri- /trai-/ prefix three: triangle. 

trial /'trarol/ п 1 [U] testing, trying, proving; 
К] instance of this: give a new typist a~, give 
her a chance to show her skill. on trial, (a) 
for the purpose of testing: Take the machine on 
~ and then, if you like it, buy it. (b) when test- 
ed: The new clerk was found on ~ to be incom- 
petent. trial and error, method of solving a 
problem by making tests until there are no 
more errors. 2 (as an adjective) for the purpose 
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of testing: a ~ flight, eg of a new aircraft. 3 
[СЧ] examination in a law court before a 
judge (or judge and jury): The ~ lasted а week. 
be/go on trial (for sth), be tried in a court 
of law (for an offence). bring sb to trial; 
put sb on trial, cause him to be tried in a 
court of law. stand (one’s) trial, be tried. 4 
[К] troublesome or annoying person or thing, 
esp thought of as a test of one’s patience: Life 
is full of little -~s. 

tri-angle /'traizngl/ п [С] 1 flat figure, shape, 
with three straight sides. 2 group of three. the 
eternal triangle, the situation existing 
when two persons are in love with the same 
person of the opposite sex. 
tri-angu-lar /trar'zngjulo(r)/ adj (a) in the 
shape of a triangle. (b) in which there are 
three persons, etc: a triangular contest in an 
election, with three candidates. 

tri-bal /'traibl/ adj of a tribe or tribes: ~ 
dances. — 
tri-bal-ism /-12эт/ м [0] 

tribe /trarb/ п [С] racial group, esp one united 
by language and customs, living as acommun- 
ity under one or more chiefs: the Indian ~s of 
America. 
‘tribes-man, member of a tribe. 

tribu-ia-tion |,tribju'leifn/ я [С] (formal) 
(cause of) trouble, grief: trials and ~s. 

tri-bu-nal /trai'bju:nl/ л [С] place of judge- 
ment; board of officials or judges appointed 
for special duty, eg to hear appeals against 
high rents. 

tri-bune /'tribju:n/ п [С] 1 official chosen by 
the common people of ancient Rome to 
protect their interests. 2 (later use) popular 
leader. 

tribu-tary /'tribjuter: US: {еп/ adj (of a 
river) flowing into another. оп [©] (pl -ies) 
(esp) tributary river. 

trib-ute /'tribju:t/ п [C,U] 1 (regular) pay- 
ment which one government or ruler demands 
from another: Many conquered nations had to 
pay ~ to the rulers of ancient Rome. 2 some- 
thing done, said or given to show respect or 
admiration: The actress received numerous 
floral ~s, bunches of flowers. 

trice /trais/ п М а trice, instantly. 

trick /trik/ n[C] 1 something done in order to 
deceive or done to make a person appear ridi- 
culous: He got the money from те bya~. the 
tricks of the trade, ways of attracting cus- 
tomers, gaining advantages over rivals, etc. 2 
practical joke: The children are always up to 
amusing ~s. play a trick on sb, ©} 
play?(3). 3 feat of skill with the hands, ete: 
conjuring ~s. Are you clever at card ~s? do 
the trick, (si) make it possible to get some- 
thing done, finished: One more turn of the 
screwdriver should do the ~, fasten the screw 
securely. 4 strange or characteristic habit, 
mannerisin, etc: He has а ~ of pulling his left 
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ear when he is thinking out a problem. 5 (cards 
played in) one round (of bridge, etc): take/ 
win[lose a~.0 vt deceive: He ~ed the poor girl 
out of her money|~ed her into marrying him. 
trick-ery /-эп/, deception; cheating. 
tricky adj (-ier, -iest) (a) (of persons and 
their actions) deceptive: a ~y politician. (b) 
(of work, etc) having hidden or unexpected 
difficulties: a~y problem|job. 

trickle /'triki/ vi,vt (cause to) flow in drops ог 
in a thin stream: The tears ~d down her cheeks. 
an[C] weak or thin flow: ~ of blood. 

tri-cycle /'traisikl/ п [С] three-wheeled cycle. 

tried /traid/ © try’. 

tri-en-nial /trar'enial/ п [С], adj (something) 
lasting for, happening or done every, three 
years. 

trier /‘traio(r)/ п © try’. 

trifle /‘traifl/ п 1 [С] thing, event, of little 
value or importance: /?’s silly to quarrel over 
~s. 2 [С] small amount of money: /t cost me 
onlya~.3a trifle, adv a little: This dress is а 
~ too short. 4[C,U] sweet dish made of cream, 
white of eggs, cake, jam, etc. с vi,vt behave 
lightly or insincerely towards: trifling with the 
girl s affections. 
trif-ling /'trasflin/ adj unimportant: a trifling 
error. 

trig-ger /‘triga(r)/ п [С] lever for releasing a 
spring, esp of a gun, rifle. а vt trigger sth 
off, be the immediate cause of (something 
serious or violent): Who/What ~ed off the 
rebellion? 

trig-on-om-etry /,triga'npmotni/ п [U] 
branch of mathematics that deals with the rel- 
ations between the sides and angles of tri- 
angles. 

tri-lat-eral /,trarleteral/ adj having three 
sides or parts: a~ treaty. 

trilby /'trilb:/ л [С] (pl -ies) soft felt hat witha 
narrow brim and a dent in the top. 

trill /tril/ и [С] 1 shaky or vibrating sound 
made by the voice or as in bird song. 2 (music) 
quick alternation of two notes a tone or a se- 
mitone apart. 3 vibrating speech sound (eg 
Spanish ‘r’). о vi,vt sing or play (а musical 
note) witha trill. 

tril-lion /'trilion/ м [С], adj 1 (GB) million mil- 
lion million. 2 (US, Fr) million million. 

tril-ogy /'trilodzi/ n [С] (р -ies) group of 
three plays, novels, operas, etc having a relat- 
ed subject. 

trim /trim/ adj (-mer, -mest) in good order; 
neat and tidy: a ~ little garden. о п [U] trim 
state; readiness; fitness: Everything was in 
good/proper ~. в vt,vi (-mm-) 1 make trim, 
esp by taking or cutting away uneven, irregul- 
ar or unwanted parts: ~ one’s beard. 2 decor- 
ate or ornament (a dress, etc): а hat ~med with 
fur. 3 set (the sails of a boat) to suit the wind. 
trim-ming п [С] (usuaily p/) something used 
for trimming(2): lace ~ mings. 
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tri-nitro-tolu-ene /,trainaitrau'toljui:n/ п 
[U] (usually TNT) powerful explosive. 

trin-ity /'trinoti/ и [С] (р/ -ies) group of three. 
the T~, (in Christian teaching) union of 
three persons, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
one God. 


~ speech. 3 (of a person) superficial: Don’t 
marry a~ young man. 

triv-ially /-iali/ adv 

triv-ial-ity /,trivi'eloti/ п [U] state of being 
trivial; [С] (р! -ies) trivial idea, event, etc: 
talk|write ~ities. 


trin-ket /'trinkit/ и [С] ornament or jewel of trod, trod-den /trod, 'trodn/ > tread. 
small value. trol-ley /'troli/ п [С] (p/ ~s) 1 two- or four- 


trio /'tri:ou/ п [С] (p/ ~s) 1 group of three. 2 
(musical composition for a) group of three 
singers or players. 


trip /trip/ vi,vt (-pp-) 1 trip over sth, catch-_ trol-lop /'trolap/ п [С] prostitute. 


wheeled handcart. 2 small, low truck running 
on rails, eg one used by workers on a railway. 
3 small table on wheels, used for serving food. 


one’s foot, etc in an obstacle and fall: He~ ped trom-bone /trom'boun/ п [С] large brass 


over the root of a tree. trip (sb) up, (a) 
(cause to) fall or make a false step: He ~ped up 


musical instrument with a sliding tube. 
trom-bon.ist /-ist/, trombone player. 


and nearly fell. (b) (fig) cause to make anerr- troop /tru:p/ п [С] 1 company of persons ог 


or: The barrister’s next question ~ped the wit- 
ness up. 2 (poetic) walk, run or dance with 
quick, light steps: She came ~ping down the 
garden рай. с п [С] 1 journey, esp for 
pleasure: a day ~ to the seaside. 2 fall. 3 (infor- 
mal) experience resulting from taking a hallu- 
cinatory drug. 
trip-per, person making a (short) journey for 
pleasure: weekend ~pers. 

tri-par-tite /,trai'pa:tait/ adj 1 (of an agree- 
ment) in which three groups have a share. 2 
having three parts. 


animals, esp when moving: a ~ of Scouts. 2 
(pl) soldiers. 3 unit of cavalry, armoured ve- 
hicles or artillery (under the command of a li- 
eutenant). с vi,vt come or go together in a 
group: children ~ing out of school. (Note: used 
with а p/ subject.) 

'troop-carrier, ship or large aircraft for 
transporting troops. 

'troop:ship, ship for transporting troops. 
trooper, soldier in a cavalry or armoured re- 
giment. swear like a trooper, swear a 
great deal. 


tripe /traip/n[U]1 part of the wall of the sto- trophy /'traufi/ п [С] (p/ -ies) 1 something 


mach of an ox or cow used as food: a dish of 
stewed ~ and onions. 2 (sl) useless talk, writ- 
ing, ideas, etc: Stop talking ~! 


kept in memory of a victory or success (eg in 
hunting, sport, etc). 2 prize, eg for winning a 
tournament: 'tennis trophies. 


triple /'trip!/ adj made up of three (parts ог tropic /'tropik/ n 1 [С] line of latitude 23°27’ 


parties): the ~ crown, the Pope’s tiara. с vt,vi 
make, become, be, three times as much or 
many. 
triple jump, athletic contest consisting of a 
hop, a step and then a jump. 

trip-let /'triplit/ 1 (р/) three children born at 


north (Тл^ of Cancer) or south (T~ of Capri- 
corn) of the equator. 2 the ws, the parts of 
the world between these two latitudes. 
tropi-cal /-К]/ adj of, or as of, the tropics: a 
~al climate. 

tropi-cally /-kli/ adv 


one birth: One of the ~s is ill.2[C]setofthree. trot /trot/ уу (-tt-) 1 (of horses, etc) go ata 


trip-li-cate /'triplikat/ adj of which three 
copies are made. а п [С] one of three like 
things, esp documents: drawn up т ~, one ori- 
ginal and two copies. с vt /'triplikeit/ make in 
triplicate. 

tri-pod /'traippd/ п [С] three-legged support, 
eg foracamera. 

trip-per /'tripo(r)/ п & trip. 

trite /trait/ adj (of remarks, ideas, opinions) 
ordinary (and so dull). 

tri-umph /'traimf/ п [СО] (joy or satisfac- 


pace faster than a walk but not so fast as a gal- 
lop. 2 move with short steps. 3 trot sth out, 
say it without feeling or sincerity: ~ out an ex- 
cuse. 4 cause to: ~ a person off his legs, take 
him walking, eg sight-seeing, until he is ex- 
hausted. оп (sing only) 1 trotting pace: go at a 
steady ~. on the trot, (sl) one after the 
other: five whiskies on the ~. 2 period of trot- 
ting: gofora~. 

trot-ter, (a) horse bred and trained to trot. 
(b) pig’s or sheep’s foot eaten as food. 


tion at a) success or victory: returnhome in~,; trouble /'trabl/ vt,vi 1 cause worry, discom- 


shouts of ~. в vi win a victory (over); show joy 
because of success: ~ over a defeated enemy. 
tri-um-phal /trai'amfl/ adj of, for, express- 
ing, triumph: а ~al arch, one built in memory 
ofa victory. 
tri-um-phant /trar'amfont/ adj (celebrating 
at) having triumphed. 
tri-um-phant-ly adv 

triv-ial /'trrvial/ adj1 of small value or impor- 
tance: a~ offence. 2 ordinary (and so dull): a 


fort, anxiety or inconvenience to: be ~d by bad 
news, ~d with a nasty cough. 2 ask a person to 
do something inconvenient: May I~ you fora 
match? 3 (esp in the negative or in a question) 
inconvenience oneself: Don’t ~ to meet me at 
the station. 4 (esp pp) disturb: ~d looks.an1 
[C,U] worry; unhappiness; difficulty: She’s al- 
ways making ~ for her friends. He has been 
through much ~|has had many ~s. The ~ is 
that..., The difficulty is that... in trouble, 
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suffering, or likely to suffer, anxiety, punish- 
ment etc, eg because one has done wrong. be 
asking/looking for trouble, (informal) 
behave in such a way that trouble is likely: Jt’s 
asking for ~ to associate with criminals. get 
into trouble, do something deserving pu- 
nishment, etc. get $6 into trouble, cause а 
person to be in trouble. get a girl into 
trouble, (informal) make her pregnant. 2 [C] 
nuisance: J don’t want to be any ~ to you. 3[U] 
(extra) work; inconvenience: Did the work give 
you much ~? take the trouble (to), be wil- 
ling to and do: Thank you for all the ~ you ve 
taken to help my son. 4[C,U} political or social 
unrest: 'Labour ~(s) (eg strikes) cost the 
country enormous sums last year. 5 [C,U] ill- 
ness: 'Jiver ~~. 
'trouble-maker, person who causes trouble 
(eg in industry). 
'trouble-shooter, (informal) person em- 
ployed to identify and solve an industrial 
problem. 
'trouble spot, place where trouble often 
occurs. 
trouble-some /-som/ adj causing trouble: a 
~some child|headache|problem. 

trough /trof US: tro:f/ п [С] 1 long open box 
for animals to feed or drink from. 2 region of 
lower atmospheric pressure between two 
regions of higher pressure. 

trounce /trauns/ vt (dated) defeat heavily: 
Our team was ~d on Saturday. 

troupe /tru:p/ п [С] company, esp of actors 
or of members of a circus. 
trouper, member of a theatrical troupe: He’s 
а good ~r, a loyal and uncomplaining 
colleague. 

trousers /'trauzoz/ п p/1 (also a pair of ~s) 
two-legged outer clothing reaching from the 
waist to the ankles. 2 (sing) (as an adjective) of 
or for trousers: trouser pockets. 

trous:seau /'tru:sou/ п [С] (p/ ~s) outfit of 
clothing, etc for a bride. 

trout /traut/ п [С] (p/ unchanged) freshwater 
fish valued as food and for the sport of catch- 
ing it. 

trowel /'travual/ п [С] 1 flat-bladed tool for 
spreading cement, etc. 2 tool with a curved 
blade for lifting plants, etc. 

troy /tro/ п [U] British system of weights, 
used for gold and silver, in which one pound 
= 12 ounces. 

tru-ant /'tru:ont/ n [С] child who stays away 
from school without permission. play tru- 
ant, be a truant. 
tru-ancy /'tru:onsi/ и [C,U] (p/ -ies) (instance 
of) playing truant. 

truce /tru:s/ п [C] (agreement for the) stop- 
ping of fighting for a time. 

truck’ /trak/ п [C] 1 (GB) open railway wag- 
on for heavy goods. 2 (esp US) lorry. 

trudge /trad3/ vi walk wearily or heavily: 


trough/truss 


trudging through the deep snow. в п [С] long, 
tiring walk. 

true /tru:/ adj (-r, -st) 1 according to, in agree- 
ment with, fact: [5 the news ~? come true, 
(of a hope, dream) really happen, become fact. 
2 loyal, faithful: be ~ to one’s word|promise, 
do what one has promised to do. 3 in accor- 
dance with reason; genuine: 7~ friendship 
should last for ever. 4 true to type, being, 
behaving, etc as expected. 5 accurately fitted 
or placed: Is the wheel ~? 6 exact; accurate: a 
~ copy of a document. о п (only in) out of 
true, not in its exact or accurate position: The 
door is out of ~. а adv (used with certain verbs) . 
truly: aim ~; tellme~. 
itrue-'blue 7 [С], adj (a) (person who is) 
firmly loyal. (b) loyal Conservative or royal- 
ist. 
ijtrue-'born adj legitimate. 
'true-love, (expression of love to a) boy- 
friend or girlfriend. 

tru-ism /'tru:izom/ и [С] statement that is ob- 
viously true and need not have been made: /t’s 
а ^^ to say that you are alive. 

truly /'tru:li/ adv 1 truthfully: speak ~. 2 sin- 
cerely: feel ~ grateful. yours truly, formula 
used at the end of a formal letter (US = ~ 
yours). 3 genuinely; certainly: a ~ brave 
action. 

trump /tramp/ п [С] (in card-games such as 
whist, bridge) each card of a suit that has been 
declared as having higher value than the other 
three suits: Hearts are ~~s. turn up trumps, 
(informal) (a) have a better result than was 
expected. (b) have a stroke of good luck. o 
vt,vi 1 play a trump(1) оп: ~ the ace of clubs. 
2 invent (an excuse, a lie, etc) in order to de- 
ceive: He was arrested оп а ~ed-up charge. 

trum-pet /'trampit/ и [C] 1 brass musical in- 
strument played by blowing into it. 2 sound 
(as) of a trumpet: the ~ of a elephant. 3 some- 
thing like a trumpet in shape (eg a flower). o 
vt,vi (esp of an elephant) make loud sounds. 
trum-peter, trumpet player. 

trun-cheon /'trantfan/ и [С] short thick 
stick (as used by the police). 

trunk /trank/[C]1 main stem of a tree (con- 
trasted with the branches). 2 body (not the 
head, arms or legs). 3 main part of any struc- 
ture. 4 large box with a hinged lid, for clothes, 
etc while travelling. 5 long nose of an ele- 
phant. 6 (p/) man’s, boy’s, clothing covering 
the lower part of the trunk (2), worn for swim- 
ming. 7(US) = boot(2). 
‘trunk call, telephone call to a distant place, 
with charges according to distance. 
'trunk line, (a) main line of a railway. (b) 
long-distance telephone line. 
'trunk road, main road. 

truss /tras/ п [С] 1 (GB) bundle (of hay, 
straw). 2 framework supporting a roof, 
bridge, etc. 3 padded belt worn by a person 


trust /tuck 


suffering from hernia. о у! 1 tie or fasten up: 
~ up a chicken, pin the wings to the body be- 
fore boiling or roasting it. 2 support (a roof, 
bridge, etc) with a truss(2). 

trust’ /trast/ 1 [0] confidence, strong belief, 
in the goodness, strength, reliability of a per- 
son or thing: A child usually has perfect ~ in its 
mother. on trust, (а) without proof: You'll 
have to take my statement on ~. (b) on credit. 
2 [U] responsibility: а position of great ~.3[C] 
(legal) property held and managed by one or 
more persons (trustees) for the benefit of an- 
other or others; [U] the legal relation between 
the trustee(s) and the property: By his will he 
created ~s for his children. 4[C] association of 
business firms for eg reducing competition, 
maintenance of prices. 
trust-ful /-fl/, trust-ing adj ready to have 
trust in others; not suspicious. 
trust-fully /-foli/, trust-ing-ly adv 

trust? /trast/ vt,vi1 believe in the honesty and 
reliability of: He’s not the sort of man to be 
~edjnot a man I would ~. I ~ her to pay the 
loan back on time. 2 have confidence in: ~ 
your instincts. 3 allow (a person) to do or have 
something, go somewhere, etc knowing that 
he will act sensibly, etc: Do you ~ your young 
daughters to go to discos with any man? 4 allow 
credit to a customer: J wonder whether the 
newsagent will ~ те. 

trustee /tra'sti:/ п [С] person who has charge 
of property in trust(3) or of the business 
affairs of an institution. 
trus-tee-ship /-{1p/, position of a trustee. 

trust-worthy /'trastws:61/ adj dependable. 

truth /tru:6/ п (p/ ~s /tru:dz/) 1 [U] quality or 
state of being true: There’s по ~/not a word of 
~ in what he says. 2 [U] that which is true: tell 
the ~. to tell the truth..., (formula used 
when making a confession): To tell the ~, I 
forgot all about it. > naked. 3 [С] fact, belief, 
etc accepted as true: scientific ~s. 
truth-ful /-fl/ adj (a) (of persons) in the habit 
of telling the truth. (b) (of statements) true. 
truth-fully /-foli/ adv 
truth-ful-ness я [0] 

try' /trai/ vi,vt (pt,pp tried) 1 make an attempt: 
I don’t think I can do it, but Pll~. P ve tried and 
tried (= tried a great deal) but its по use. He’s 
~ing his hardest, making great efforts. T~ 
10] T~ and behave better. 2 make an attempt to 
get or win (esp a position): ~ for a job over- 
seas. 3 use or do something, as an experiment 
or test, to see whether it is satisfactory: Have 
you tried sleeping on your back as a cure for 
snoring? Why not ~ this new glue. try sth on, 
(a) put on (clothes, etc) to see whether it fits, 
looks well, etc. (b) (informal) make а bold or 
impudent attempt to discover whether some- 
thing will be tolerated: Ji’s no use your те it 
on with me, I shall not tolerate any nonsense 
from you. try sth out, use it, experiment 
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with it, in order to test it: The idea seems good 
but it needs to be tried out. Hence, 'try-out n 
[C], test of ability, qualification, etc, eg of an 
athlete. try one’s hand at sth, ©» 
hand'(5). 4 inquire into (a case) in a court of 
law: He was tried and found guilty of murder. 5 
cause to be tired, exhausted, out of patience, 
etc: His courage was severely tried. 
try-ing adj (> 5 above) causing tiredness, 
exhaustion, impatience, etc: have a ~ing day. 

try” /trai/ п [C] (p/ tries) 1 attempt: He had 
three tries and failed each time. 2 (rugby) 
touching down the ball behind the opponents’ 
goal-line. 

tsetse /'tetsi/ п [С] (also '~-fly) blood- 
sucking fly (in tropical Africa) carrying and 
transmitting (often fatal) disease in cattle, 
horses, etc. 

T-shirt /'ti: [3:t/ © T,t. 

T-square /'ti: skwea(r)/ ©> Т, 4. 

tub /tab/ n [С] 1 large open vessel, used for 
washing clothes, holding liquids, growing 
plants in, etc. 2 = tubful. 3 (informal) bath- 
tub. 
'tub-ful /-fol/, аз much asa tubcan hold. 

tuba /'tju:bo US: 'tu:-/ п [C] (р! ~s) large 
musical instrument of brass playing deep 
notes. 

tubby /'tabi/ adj (-ier, -iest) fat and round: a 
~ little man. 

tube /tju:b US: tu:b/ п [С] 1 long hollow 
cylinder of metal, glass or rubber, esp for 
holding or carrying air, liquids, etc: the 'inner 
~ of a bicycle|/car tyre, of rubber, filled with 
air at pressure. 2 soft metal container with a 
screw-cap, used for pastes, paints, etc: a ~ of 
toothpaste. 3 (in London) underground rail- 
way: travel to the office by ~ every morning. 4 
hollow cylindrical organ in the body: the bron- 
chial~s. 
tub-ing п [0] material in the form of a tube: 
copper tubing. 
tube-less adj having no inner tube: ~/ess 
tyres. 

tu-ber /'tju:bo(r) US: 'tu:-/ п [С] enlarged 
part of an underground stem, eg a potato. 

tu-ber-cu-lar /tju:'ba:kjula(r) US: tu:-/ adj 
of, affected by, tuberculosis. 

tu-ber-cu-lo-sis /tju:,bs:kju'lousis US: tu:-/ 
п [0] (common abbr TB) disease affecting 
various parts of the body’s tissues, esp the 
lungs. 

tu-bu-lar /'tju:bjulo(r) US: 'tu:-/ adj having, 
consisting of, tubes or tubing: ~ furniture, 
with parts made of metal tubing. 

tuck /tak/ 1 [С] flat, stitched fold of material 
in cloth, for shortening or for ornament. 2 [U] 
(GB sl) food, esp the cakes, pastry, etc that 
children enjoy. o vt,vi 1 draw together into a 
smal! space; put or push into a desired or соп- 
venient position: Your shirt’s hanging out; ~ it 
in to your trousers. He sat with his legs ~ed up 
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under him. The map is ~ed away in a pocket at 
the end of the book. She ~ed him up in bed, 
pulled the bed-clothes up round him. 2 tuck 
in, (dated) eat a lot quickly. 
'tuck-shop, shop (esp at a school) where 
chocolate, fruit, etc is sold. 

-tude /tju:d/ US: -tu:d/ suffix (used to form a 
noun) condition: magnitude. 

Tues-day /'tju:zdi US: 'tu:-/ п third day of 
the week, next after Monday. 

tuft /taft/ п [С] bunch of feathers, grass, etc 
growing or held together at the base. 
tufted adj having, growing in, tufts. 

tug /tag/ vt,vi (-gg-) pull hard (at): We ~ged 
so hard that the rope broke. a п [С] 1 sudden 
hard pull: J felt а ~ at my sleeve. 2 (also '~- 
boat), small powerful boat for towing ships. 
itug of 'war, contest in which two teams pull 
against each other on a rope. 

tu-ition /tju:ifn US: tu:-/ п [U] (fee for) 
teaching: have private ~ in mathematics. 

tu-lip /'tju:lip US: 'tu:-/ n[C] bulb plant with a 
large bell-shaped flower on a tall stem. 

tumble /'tambl/ vi,vt1 fall, esp quickly: tum- 
bling down the stairs|off a bicycle. 2 move up 
and down, to and fro, in a restless or disorder- 
ly way: The puppies were. tumbling about on the 
floor. 3 be in a weak state (as if ready to fall): 
The old barn is tumbling down. 4 cause to fall: 
The accident ~d us all out of the bus and on to 
the road. 5 tumble to sth, (informal) realize 
(an idea, etc): At last he ~d to what I was hint- 
ing at.an[C}1 fall: have anasty ~. 2 confused 
state: Things were allina~. 
tumble-drier -dryer, machine for drying 
washing by turning it in warm air. 

tum-bler /'tamblo(r)/ п [С] drinking-glass 
without a handle or stem. 

tu-mes-cent /tju:'mesnt US: tu:-/ adj (for- 
mal) swelling; swollen. 

tummy /'tam:/ 7 [С] (p/ -ies) (informal) (used 
by and to children) stomach; belly. 
'tummy-ache, pain in the stomach. 

tu-mour (US = tu-mor) /'tju:ma(r) US: 
'tu:-/ n [C] diseased growth in some part of the 
body. 

tu-muilt /'tju:malt US: 'tu:-/ п [СО] 1 great 
disturbance: the ~ of battle. 2 confused and 
excited state of mind: be ina~. 

tu-mul-tu-ous /tju:'maltfues US: tu:-/ adj 
(formal) noisy and energetic: a ~~ welcome. 
tu-mul-tu-ous-ly adv 

tuna /'tju:no US: 'tu:na/ п [С] (p/ with or with- 
out s) large seafish used as food. 

tun-dra /'tandra/ п [С] (pl ~s) wide, treeless 
plain of the arctic regions (of Russia, Siberia). 

tune /tju:n US: tu:n/ n 1 [С] succession of 
notes forming a melody (of a song, etc). 2 [U] 
quality of having a strong melody: music with 
very little ~ in it. 3 [U] in/out of tune, а! 
not at the correct pitch: sing/play in ~. 4 [U] 
(fig) harmony: be in/out of ~ with one’s 


-tude/turmoil 


surroundings/companions. change one’s 
tune, change one’s way of speaking, behavi- 
our, etc (eg from insolence or respect). to the 
tune of, to the amount of: He was fined (eg 
for a motoring offence) to the ~ of £30. 0 vt,vi 
1 adjust the strings, etc (of a musical instru- 
ment) to the right pitch: ~ a guitar. 2 tune т 
(to), (a) adjust the controls of a radio to a 
particular frequency/station: ~ in to the BBC. 
(b) (fig) be aware of what other people are 
saying, feeling, etc: He’s not very well ~d in to 
his surroundings. 3 adjust or adapt the engine 
of a motor-vehicle so that it gives its best, or a 
special, performance. 
tune-ful /-fl/ adj having a pleasing tune. 
tune-fully /-fali/ adv 
'tuning-fork, steel instrument like a fork 
which produces a musical note when struck. 

tuner /'tju:no(r) US: 'tu:-/ п [С] 1 person who 
tunes musical instruments: a pi'ano-~. 2 (part 
of) a radio, etc which receives the signals. 

tu-nic /'tju:nik US: 'tu:-/ п [С] 1 close-fitting 
jacket as worn by policemen, soldiers, etc. 2 
loose, pleated dress gathered at the waist with 
a belt. 

tun-nel /'tani/ п [С] underground passage 
(esp through a hill or mountain, for a road, 
railway, etc). с vi,vt (-li-, US also -l-) dig a tun- 
nel (through/into something). 

tunny /'tan:/ п [С] (р/ -ies or unchanged) = 
tuna. 

tur-ban /'ts:bon/ п [С] 1 man’s head-dress 
made by winding a length of cloth round the 
head (as worn in some Asian countries). 2 
similar woman’s close-fitting hat. 

tur-bine /'ts:bam/ п [С] engine or motor 
whose driving-wheel is turned by a current of 
water, steam or gas. 

turbo- /t3:bou/ prefix operated by a turbine: а 
turbo-jet (engine), (aircraft with a) jet engine in 
which a gas turbine is used; turbo-prop, a gas 
turbine used to drive a propeller. 

tur-bu-lence /'ts:bjulons/ n [С] state of be- 
ing turbulent. 

tur-bu-lent /'ts:bjulont/ adj violent; dis- 
orderly; uncontrolled: ~ waves/passions. 
tur-bu-lent-ly adv 

turf /ts:f/ п (р! turves) 1 [U] soil with grass 
growing in it. 2 [C] piece of turf. 3 the ~, 
horse-racing as a sport. о vt 1 cover or lay (a 
piece of land) with turf. 2 turf sb/sth out, 
(GB sl) throw out. 
‘turf-accountant, bookmaker. 

tur-key /'ts:ki/ п [С] (p/ ~s) large bird (fowl) 
eaten as food; [U] its flesh. ва turkey. 
(informal) be honest, realistic, frank. 

Tur-kish bath /,ts:kif 'ba:0/ п [С] bath of 
hot air or steam, followed by a shower and 
massage. 

tur-moil /'ts:moil/  [C,U] (instance of) 
trouble, disturbance: The town was т а ~ dur- 
ing the elections. 


turn /turn 


turn’ /ts:n/ п [С] 1 act of turning: turning 
movement: a few ~s of the handle. done to a 
turn, cooked just enough, neither underdone 
nor overdone. 2 change of direction: sudden 
~s in the road. at every turn, (fig) very fre- 
quently: Гуе been coming across old friends at 
every ~ at the dance. 3 change in condition: 
The sick man|{My affairs took a ~ for the 
better|worse. 4 occasion or opportunity for 
doing something, esp in one’s proper order 
among others: /t’s your ~ to read now, John. 
in turn, (a) (of two persons) one after the 
other. (b) (of more than two persons) in suc- 
cession: The boys were asked in ~ to see the ex- 
aminer. out of turn, before or after the per- 
mitted time: You mustn't speak out о] ~. take 
turns at sth, do it in succession: Mary and 
Helen took ~s at babysitting. 5 action regard- 
ed as affecting a person: do her a good ~, be 
helpful, etc. 6 natural tendency: a boy with a 
me'chanical ~, interested in, clever at, me- 
chanical things. 7 short period of activity: ГИ 
take a ~ at the wheel if you want a rest (from 
driving). 8 short performance оп the stage. 

turn? /ts:n/ vt,vi (For special uses with adver- 
bial particles and prepositions, > 5 below.) 1 
(cause to) move round a point; (cause to) 
move so as to face in a different direction: The 
earth ~s round the sun. He ~ed away from те. 
He ~ed to look at me. He ~ed (to the) left. 
When does the tide ~, begin to flow in/out? 
turn the corner, 
deaf ear (to), © ear'(1). turn one’s 
hand to sth, (be able to) do (a task, etc): He 
can ~ his hand to most jobs about the house. 
turn one’s mind/thoughts/attention 
to sth, direct one’s mind, etc to: Please ~ 
your attention to something more important. 2 
(cause to) change in nature, quality, condi- 
tion, etc: Frost ~s water into ice. Caterpillars 
~ into (= become) butterflies. His hair has 
~ed grey. turn $Ь'$ head, make him vain: 
The excessive praise the young actor received 
~ed his head. 3 reach and pass: He has ~ed 
(= reach the age of) fifty. It has just ~ed two, 
is just after two o’clock. 4 shape (something) 
ona lathe, etc: ~ a bow! ona potter’s wheel. 
5 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 
turn (sb) against sb, (cause to) become 
hostile to: He tried to ~ the children against 
their mother. 
turn (sb) away, (cause to) turn in a differ- 
ent direction so as not to be facing; refuse to 


look at, welcome, help, admit (to a place): She . 


~ed away in disgust. We had to ~ away hun- 
dreds of fans, eg from a stadium, because all 
the seats were sold. 

turn (sb/sth) back, (cause to) return the 
way one has come: /?’s getting dark —we’d bet- 
ter ~ back. turn the clock back, return to 
an earlier condition, situation, etc. 
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> corner(1). turn a- 


turn (sth) down, (a) (cause to) fold down: 
~ down one’s coat collar. (b) reduce (the bril- 
liance of a light, flow of water,) by turning a 
wheel or tap. turn sb/sth down, refuse to 
consider (an offer, a proposal, or the person 
who makes it): He asked Jane to marry him but 
she ~ed him down. 

turn in, (informal) go to bed. turn sb in, (in- 
formal) surrender him to the police. turn 
(sth) in, (cause to) fold or slant inwards: His 
toes ~ in. 

turn (sth) inside out, (cause to) become 
inside out: The wind ~ed my old umbrella in- 
side out. | 
turn off, change direction; leave (one road) 
for another: Js this where we ~ off? turn sth 
off, stop the flow of (liquid, gas, current) by 
turning a tap or other control: ~ off the 
water|lights/radio[ TV. turn (sb) off, (si) 
(cause him to) lose interest, desire, etc: a 
This music really ~s me off! 

turn sth on, start the flow of (liquid, gas, 
current) by turning a tap, etc: T~ the 
lights/radio on. turn (sb) on, have, give to 
him, great pleasure or excitement: What kind 
of music ~s you on? Some psychedelic drugs ~ 
you on very quickly, change your mental or 
emotional state. turn on sth, depend on: 
The success of the debate ~s on the Liberal 
vote. turn on sb, attack: The dog ~ed on me 
and bit me in the leg. 

turn out (well, etc), prove to be; be in the 
end: Everything ~ed out welllsatisfactory. As 
it ~ed out..., As it happened in the end... 
turn (sth) out, (cause to) point outwards: 
His toes ~ out. turn sth out, (a) extinguish 
by turning a knob, etc: Please ~ out the lights. 
(b) empty (a drawer, one’s pockets, a room, 
etc) when looking for something, etc: ~ out all 
the drawers in one’s desk. turn sb out (of/ : 
from sth), expel by force, threats, etc: ~ a 
tenant out (= from his house) for not paying 
the rent. turn sb/sth out, produce: Our new 
factory is ~ing out large quantities of goods. 
The school has ~ed out some first-rate athletes. 
turn ($6) out, (cause people to) assemble 
for some event, or for duty: Not many men 
~ed out to watch the match. Hence, 'turn- 
out, (a) persons who have turned out (as- 
sembled): There was a good ~-out at the meet- 
ing. (b) occasion when one turns out a draw- 
er, etc. (с) equipment; clothes and acces- 
sories: in a smart ~-out. 

turn (sb/sth) over, (cause to) fall over, up- 
set; change the position of: He ~ed over in bed. 
turn sth over in one’s mind, think about 
it (before making a decision). turn sth/sb 
over (to sb), give the control or conduct of 
it or him to: Гуе ~ed over the management of 
my affairs to my brother. The thief was. ~ed 
over to the police. turn sth over, do business 
to the amount of: Mr Smith/His business ~s 
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over £500 a week. Hence, 'turn-over, (a) 
amount of money made in business within a 
period of time or for a particular transaction: 
a profit of £1000 on a ~over of £10000. (b) 
rate of renewal: There is a higher ~over of 
teachers in big cities. 
turn (sth/sb) round, (cause to) face an- 
other way, be in another direction: T~ round 
and let me see your new hairstyle. 
turn'to, get busy: The design staff ~ed to and 
produced a set of drawings in twenty-four 
hours. turn to sb, go to: The child ~ed to its 
mother for comfort. 
turn up, (a) make one’s appearance; arrive: 
He promised to come, but hasnt ~ed up yet. 
(b) be found, esp by chance: The book you’ ve 
lost may ~ up one of these days. (с) (of an op- 
portunity, etc) happen: He’s still waiting for 
something (eg a job, a piece of good luck) to~ 
up. turn (sth) up, (a) (cause to) slope up- 
wards: ~ (= roll) up one’s shirt sleeves. (b) ex- 
pose; make visible: He ~ed up some buried 
treasure on the beach. turn up one’s nose 
at sth, (fig) express a superior and critical at- 
titude towards: She ~ed up her nose at the sug- 
gestion. Hence, 'turn-up, (a) turned fold at 
the bottom of a trouser-leg.: (b) surprising 
and unexpected event: Fancy seeing you after 
all these years. What a ~-up for the book! 
What a great surprise! 
turnupon sb/sth, = turnon. 

turn-coat /'ts:nkout/ и [С] person who de- 
serts one group for another. 

turner /'ts:na(r)/ я [С] person who works a 
lathe. 

turn-ing /'ts:nin/ n [С] place where a road 
turns, esp where one road branches off from 
another: Take the first ~ on|to the right. 
'turning-point, (fig) point in place, time, de- 
velopment, etc which is critical: reach a ~- 
point in history|in one’s life. 

tur-nip /'ts:nip/ и [С] (plant with a) large 
round root used as a vegetable and as food for 
cattle. 

turn-stile /'ts:nstail/ п [С] revolving gate 
that allows one person through at a time. 

tur-quoise /'ts:kwo1z/ п [СХ] (colour of a) 
greenish-blue precious stone. 

turret /'tarit/ п [С] 1 small tower, esp at a 
corner of a building or defensive wall. 2 [C] 
steel structure protecting gunners. 


turtle /'ts:tl/ n [С] sea-animal with a soft body | 
_ twilight /twailait/ п [0] 1 faint light before 


protected by a hard shell like a tortoise. 

turves /t3:vz/n р/ > turf. 

tusk /task/ n [С] long-pointed tooth, esp one 
coming out from the closed mouth, as in the 
elephant, walrus or wild boar. 

tussle /'tasl/ п [С], vi (have a) difficult fight or 
struggle or (with). 

tut /tat/, tut-tut /tat 'tat/ int (used to ex- 
press impatience). 

tu-te-lage /'tju:tilidz US: 'tu:-/ п [U] (formal) 


turncoat /twin 


guardianship. . 

tu-tor /'tju:to(r) US: 'tu:-/ п [С] 1 private 
teacher of a single pupil or a very small class. 2 . 
(GB) university teacher who advises a student 
and guides his general performance. п vt teach 
as a tutor. | 
tu-tor-ial /tju:'to:rial US: tu:-/ adj of a tutor of 
his duties: ~ial classes. a п [С] teaching period 
for a small group of university students. 

tux-edo /tak'si:dau/ п [С] (pl ~s) (US) = 
dinner-jacket. 

twaddle /'twodl/ п [О] foolish talk. 

twang /twen/ п [С] 1 sound of a tight string 
or wire being pulled and released: the ~ of a 
guitar. 2 harsh, nasal tone of voice: speak with 
ах. о vt,vi(cause to) make this kind of sound: 
He was ~ing a banjo. 

"twas /twoz weak form: twoz/ (old use) = it 
was. 

tweak /twi:k/ vt pinch and twist: ~ a childs 
позе. о п [С] act of tweaking. 

tweed /twi:d/ п1 [Ч] (often as ап adjective) 
thick, soft, woollen cloth of mixed colours: a 
~ coat. 2 (pl) (suit of) clothes made of tweed: 
dressed т Scottish ~s. 

tweet /twi:t/”[C], vi(ofa bird) = chirp. 

tweez-ers /'twi:zaz/ п pl (also a pair of ~) 
tiny pair of tongs for picking up or pulling out 
very small things, eg hairs. 

twelfth /twelf6/ п [С], adj (abbr 12th) (of) the 
next after the 11 or one of 12 equal parts. 
'twelfth-night, eve of the festival of 
Epiphany, celebrated with festivities. 

twelve /twelv/ п [С], adj (of) 12. 

twen-ti-eth /'twentio0/ и [С], adj (abbr 20th) 
(of) the next after 19 or one of 20 equal parts. 

twenty /'twenti/ п [С], adj (of) 20. in the 
twenties, (a) (of a person’s age, temperat- . 
ure, speed, etc) between 19 and 30. (b) be- . 
tween ’19 and ’30inacentury. 

twice /twais/ adv two times: ~ as much/as 
many. He’s ~ the man he was, healthier, 
stronger, more confident, more capable, etc. 
think twice about doing sth, hesitate, 
think carefully, before deciding to do it. 

twiddle /'twidl/ vi,vi twist or turn idly: ~ 
one’s thumbs; twiddling a ring on one’s finger. . 

twig’ /twig/ п [С] small shoot on or at the end 
of a branch (tree, bush or plant). 

twig? /twig/ vt,vi (-gg-) (GB informal) notice; 
understand; realize: / soon ~ged what he was 
up to. 


sunrise or after sunset: go for a walk in the~. 2 
(fig) period about which little is known: in the 
~ of history. 

twin /twin/ 7 1 [С] either of two children or 
animals born together of the same mother: (as 
an adjective) > ‘brothers. 2 (as an adjective) 
completely like, closely associated with, an- 
other: ,~ 'beds, two identical single beds; ~ 
towns. > twinned.. 


twine /typist 


'twin-set, woman’s jumper and cardigan of 
the same colour and style. 

twine /twain/ п [0] thin string made by twist- 
ing two or more yarns together. п vt, vi twist; 
wind: vines twining round a tree. 

twinge /twind3/ п [С] sudden, sharp pain: a 
~ of toothache. с vi produce this pain. 

twinkle /'twinkl/ vi 1 shine with a light that 
gleams unsteadily: stars that ~ in the sky. 2 (of 
eyes) sparkle: Her eyes ~d with amusement] 
mischief. n1 [0] twinkling light: the ~ of the 
stars. 2 sparkle: There was a mischievous ~ in 
her eyes. 
twink-ling /'twinklin/, (sing only) in a 
twinkling of an eye, in an instant. 

twin-ned /twind/ adj paired (with): a town in 
England ~ with a town in France, for cultural, 
educational, etc exchanges. 

twirl /tw3:l/ vt,vi 1 (cause to) turn round and 
round quickly: He sat ~ing his thumbs. 2 curl: 
He ~ed his moustache (up). с п [С] quick cir- 
cular motion. 

twist /twist/ vt,vi1 wind or turn (a number of 
threads, strands, etc) one around the other: ~ 
pieces of straw into a rope. 2 make (a rope, a 
garland, etc) by doing this. 3 turn, esp by the 
use of force; turn the two ends of (something) 
in opposite directions: ~ the cap off a tube of 
toothpaste. He fell and ~ed his ankle. twist 
sb‘s arm, (fig) put (friendly or unfriendly) 
pressure on him to do something. twist sb 
round one’s little finger, (informal) get 
him to do what one wants him to do. 4 force (a 
person’s words) out of their true meaning: The 
police tried to ~ his words into a confession of 
guilt. 5 give a spiral form to (a rod, column, 
etc); receive, have, move or grow in, a spiral 
form: ~ed columns, as in architecture. 6 turn 
and curve in different directions; change posi- 
tion or direction: The road ~s and turns up the 
side of the mountain. 7 dance the twist, > 5 be- 
low. оп] [С] turning or being turned: Give the 
rope a few more ~s. There are many ~s in the 
road. 2 [С] something made by twisting: a rope 
full of ~s. 3 [C,U] thread, string, rope, etc 
made by twisting together two or more 
strands. 4 peculiar type or tendency of mind 
or character: Не has a criminal ~ in him. 5 
dance (popular in the 1960’s) with twisting of 
the arms and hips. 
twister, difficult task, problem, etc. 
'tongue-twister, word or phrase difficult 
to pronounce, eg ‘three frightened thrushes’. 

twit /twit/ п [С] (s/ foolish person. 

twitch /twit{/ 2 [С] 1 sudden, quick, usually 
uncontrollable movement of a muscle. 2 sud- 
den quick pull: J felt a ~~ at my sleeve. a vi,vt 
(cause to) move in a twitch(1): The horse ~ed 
its ears. 

twit-ter /'twite(r)/ vi 1 (of birds) make a suc- 
cession of soft short sounds. 2 (of persons) 
talk rapidly through excitement, nervousness, 
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etc. on[C] chirping: the ~ of sparrows. 

two /tu:/ adj, п [С] (of) 2. break/cut sth т 
two, into two parts. put two and ‚иго 
to'gether, infer something from what one 
sees, hears, learns, etc. & also mind'(2). 
ijtwo-'faced adj (fig) insincere. 
‘two-fold adj, adv double, doubly. 
ijtwo-'piece, set of clothes of similar or 
matching material, eg skirt and jacket, 
trousers and jacket: (as an adjective) a ~- 
piece 'bathing-suit. 
itwo-'ply adj of two strands or thicknesses: 
~-ply 'wool/'wood. 
itwo-'seater, car, aircraft, etc with seats for 
two persons. 
itwo-'time, vt, vi (s/) deceive. 
'two-timing adj (s/) deceitful. 
two-way adj (a) (of a switch) allowing cur- 
rent to be switched on or off from either of two 
points. (b) (of a road or street) in which traffic 
may move in both directions. (с) (of radio 
equipment, etc) for both sending and receiv- 
ing. 

ty-coon /ta'ku:n/ п [С] (modern informal) 
wealthy and powerful business man or indus- 
trialist: 'oil ~s. 

ty-ing /'taun/ present participle of tie?. 

type’ /taip/ п 1 [С] person, thing, event, etc 
considered as an example of a class or group: 
Pele was a fine ~ of football player. 2 [С] class 
or group considered to have common charac- 
teristics: men of this ~. true to type, > 
true(4). 3 [U] letters, etc cast in blocks of 
metal for use in printing; [С] one of these 
blocks. 
'type-script, typewritten copy (prepared for 
printing, etc). 
'type-writer, machine with which a person 
prints letters on paper, using the fingers on a 
keyboard. 
'type-written adj typed(1). 

type? /tarp/ уг, Г 1 use, write with, a typewrit- 
er: ~ a letter. She ~s well. 2 determine the 
type(2) of something: ~ a virus. 
typ-ing 7 [С] act, job, of using a typewriter. ` 
ty-pist /'taipist/, person who types(1). 

type-cast /'taipka:st US: -kest/ vt (pt,pp 
typecast) cast (a person) for a part in a play, 
etc which seems to fit his/her own personality. 
о adj (of a person) very suited to what he 15$ 
doing. | 

ty-phoid /'taifoid/ п [Ч] (also ~ fever) infec- 
tious disease which attacks the intestines. 

ty:phoon /tai'fu:n/ п [С] violent hurricane. 

ty-phus /'taifos/ п [U] infectious disease with 
fever and purple spots on the body. 

typi-cal Лир adj serving as a type; rep- 
resentative or characteristic. 
typi-cally /-kli/ adv 

typ-ify /'tipifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) be a symbol of; 
be representative of. 

ty-pist /'taipist/ и[С] © type. 
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ty-ran-ni-cal /t'renik!/ adj of, like, a tyrant; 
acting like a tyrant. 

tyr-an-nize (also -ise) /'tironaiz/ vi,vt rule 
cruelly and unjustly: ~ the weak. 

tyr-an-nous /'tirones/ adj = tyrannical. 

tyr-anny /'tironi/ и (p/ -ies) 1 [U] cruel ог un- 
just use of power; [C] instance of this. 2 [C,U] 
(instance of, country with, the) kind of 
government existing when a ruler has com- 
plete power, esp power obtained by force and 
used unjustly: live undera~. 

ty-rant /'tairront/ п [С] cruel or unjust ruler, 
esp one who has obtained complete power by 
force. 

tyre (US = tire) /'taro(r)/ п [С] band of rub- 
ber on the rim of a wheel, esp (pneumatic ~) 
the kind on bicycle and motor-car wheels. 

tzetze /'tetsi/[C] = tsetse. 


Uu 


О, и /ju:/ (p/ U's, u's /ju:z/) the 21st letter of 
the English alphabet. 
|U-'turn, one of 180°: No U-turns! (as a traffic 
notice on motorways). 

ubi-qui-tous  /ju:'bikwites/ adj (formal) 
present everywhere or in several places at the 
same time. 

ud-der /'«da(r)/ п [С] part of a cow, goat or 
other animal, from which milk comes. 

ugh /s: made with an expression of disgust] int 
(used to show disgust). 

ugly /'agh/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 unpleasant to 
look at: ~ men/furniture. 2 threatening; un- 
pleasant: The situation looks ~. 
ug-li-ness7[U] 

uku-lele /ju:ko'lem/ л [С] Hawaiian four- 
stringed guitar. 

ul-cer /!alsa(r)/ п [С] 1 open sore forming poi- 
sonous matter (on the outside or inside sur- 
face of the body). 2 (fig) corrupting influence 
or condition. 
ul-cer-ate /-eit/ vt,vi form, convert into, an 
ulcer. 
ul-cer-ous /-as/ adj 

ulna /'alno/ п [С] (р/ ~e |-ni:/) (anat) inner of 
the two bones of the forearm. 

ul-ter-ior /al'trorio(r)/ adj beyond what is 
first seen or said. 
ul,terior ‘motive, motive other than what is 
expressed or admitted. 

ul-ti-mate /'altrmot/ adj last, furthest, basic: 
~ principles|truths; the ~ deterrent (used of 
nuclear weapons). 
ul-ti-mate-ly аду finally; in the end. 

ul-ti-ma-tum /,altr'meitom/ и [С] (p/ ~s ог 
-ta /-ta/) final statement of conditions to be 


tyrannical /unanimous 


agreed without discussion, eg one sent to a 
student threatening expulsion. 

ultra- /'altra-/ prefix beyond, to excess: ийга- 
violent; ultra-modern. 

ultra-sonic § /,ltro'sonik/ adj of sound 
waves above normal human hearing. 

ultra-vio-let /,altra'varslot/ adj of the in- 
visible part of the spectrum beyond the violet. 

um-bili-cal /am'biltkl/ adj (also ~ cord) cord 
connecting a foetus at the navel with the 
placenta. 

um-brella /am'brelo/ и [С] (p/ ~s) 1 folding 
frame covered with cotton, etc used to shelter 
the person holding it from rain. 2 (fig) protec- 
tion: under the ~ of the UNO. 

um-laut /'umlaut/ и [С] (in Germanic lan- 
guages) vowel change shown by two dots over 
the vowel (as in the German plural Manner of 
Mann). 

um-pire /'!ampaio(r)/ и [С] person chosen to 
act as a judge in a dispute, to see that the rules 
are obeyed in cricket, baseball, tennis and 
other games. (Note: referee for football and 
boxing.) с vt,vi act as an umpire: ~ a cricket 
match. 

ump-teen /,amp'ti:n/ adj (5/) many: Ive 
warned you~ times. 
ump-teenth /,amp'ti:n®@/ adj: for the ~th 
time, for I don’t know how many times. 

un- jan-/ prefix 1 (used with an adjective or 
noun) not: unable; untruth. 2 (used with a verb) 
negative, reverse, opposite of: uncover; un- 
pack; undress. 

un-abated /|,ano'beitid/ adj (of a storm, etc) 
(continuing) as strong, violent, etc as before. 

un-able /an'eibl/ adj unable to do sth, not 
able to. 

un-accom-pan-ied |,ano'!kamponid/ adj 1 
without a companion: ~ luggage, sent sep- 
arately. 2 (music) performed without an ac- 
companiment. 

un-ac-count-able /,ano'kauntebl/ adj in a 
way that cannot be accounted for or ex- 
plained. 
un-ac-count-ably /-abli/ adv 

un-ac-cus-tomed /,ano'kastomd/ adj 1 not 
accustomed to: ~ as Гат to speaking in public. 
2 not usual: his ~ silence. 

un-ad-vised /|,anod'vaizd/ adj (esp) not dis- 
creet or wise. 
un-ad-vised-ly /,anod'vaizidli/ adv rashly. 

un-af-fec-ted |,ano'fektid/ adj 1 sincere. 2 
not affected. | 

un-alien-able /an'eilionabl/ adj that cannot 
be taken away or separated: ~ rights. 

un-al-ter-ably /an'o:ltorabli/ adv in a way 
that cannot be changed. 

una-nim-ity /ju:no'nimoti/ м [U] complete 
agreement or unity. 

unani-mous /ju:'nenimos/ adj in, showing, 
complete agreement: He was elected bya~ 
vote/with ~ approval. 


unannounced / ипсоттоп ‚ 708 
unani-mous-ly adv generations. 

un-an-nounced /,ano!naunst/ adj without un-break-able /an'breikabl/ adj that can- 
having been announced. not be broken. 


un-an-swer-able /an'a:nsorobl US: -'en-/ 
adj (esp) against which no good argument can 

_ be brought: His case is ~. 

un-an-swered /an'a:nsod US: -'en-/ adj 
not replied to: ~ /etters. 

un-ap-proach-able /,ano'!proutfebl/ adj 
(esp, of a person) difficult to approach (be- 
cause too stiff or formal). 

un-armed /an'a:md/ adj without weapons ог 
means of defence. 

un-asked /an'a:skt US: -'eskt/ adj (esp) 
without being requested: helping ~. 

un-as-sum-ing /,Ano'sju:min US: -'su:-/ adj 
not drawing attention to oneself; modest. 
un-as-sum-ing-ly adv 

un-at-tached /,ano'tetJt/ adj 1 not connect- 
ed or associated with a particular person, 
group, organization, etc; independent. 2 not 
married or engaged to be married. 

un-at-tended /,ano'tendid/ adj not attended 
to; with no one to give care or attention to: 
Would you leave small children at home ~ 
while you went to the cinema? 

un-auth-or-ized (also -ised) /an's:6araizd/ 
adi not authorized; illegal. 

un-avail-ing /,ano'veilin/ adj without effect 
or success. 

un-avoid-able /|,ano'voidabl/ adj that can- 
not be avoided. 
un-a-void-ably 
unavoidably absent. 

un-aware /,ano'wea(r)/ adj not knowing; not 
aware. 
un-awares /-'weaz/ adv © take'(2). 

un-bal-anced /an'bzlonst/ adj (esp of a per- 
son, the mind) not sane or normal. 

un-bear-able /an'beorabl/ adj that cannot 
be borne or tolerated: / find his rudeness ~. 
ип.Беаг-аЫу /-abli/ adv in a way that cannot 
be endured: unbearably hot/rude. 

un-beat-able /an'bi:tobl/ adj that cannot be 
improved on: ~ prices. 

un-beaten /an'bi:tn/ adj (esp) not having 
been defeated or surpassed: an ~ record for 
the 1000 metres race. 

un-be-com-ing /,anbi'kamin/ adj not ap- 
propriate. 

un-be-liever /,anbi'li:va(r)/ и [С] (esp) per- 
son who does not believe in God. 

un-bend /an'bend/ vi,vt (pt,pp unbent 
/-'bent/) 1 behave in a way free from strain or 
formality: ‘After teaching I~. 2 relax: ~ one’s 
mind. 
un-bend-ing adj (esp) determined. 

un-bi-as-sed (also -biased) /,an'basost/ adj 
impartial. 

un-block /an'blok/ vt remove obstruction 
from. 

un-born /an'bo:n/ adj not yet born; future: ~ 


/-ablil adv: Не was 


un-bro-ken /an'braukn/ adj (esp) 1 (eg of a 
horse) not tamed. 2 not interrupted: six hours 
of ~ sleep. 3 (of records, etc) not beaten. 

un-buckle /an'bakl/ vt undo the buckle(s) 
of. 

un-built /an'bilt/ adj not (yet) built. 

un-bur-den /an'bs:dn/ vt relieve of a burden: 
~ one’s conscience, eg by making a confession. 

un-called-for /an'ko:ld fo:(r)/ adj not justi- 
fied, desirable or necessary: Such rude com- 
ments are ~. 

un-canny /an'ken1/ adj not natural, mysteri- 
ous: an ~ ability to predict disaster. 

un-cared-for /an'kead fo:(r)/ adj neglected: 
~ children. 

un-ceas-ing /an'si:sin/ adj going on, conti- 
nuing, all the time. 
un-ceas-ing-ly adv 

un-cer-emo-ni-ous /,an,seri'mounias/ adj 
1 informal. 2 lacking in courtesy. 
un-cer-emo-ni-ous-ly adv 

un-cer-tain /an'ss:tn/ adj 1 not reliable: ~ 
weather; a man with an ~ temper. 2 not cer- 
tainly knowing or known: be/feel ~ (about) 
what to do next; ~ орабои а5 to one’s plans 
for the future. 
un-cer-tain-ly adv 

un-cer-tain-ty /an'ss:tnti/ п (p/ -ies) 1 [Ч] 
state of being uncertain. 2 [С] something 
which is uncertain: the uncertainties of employ- 
ment in many countries. 

un-changed /an'tfeind3d/ adj staying, hav- 
ing stayed, the same: ~ weather. 

un-chari-table /an'tfzritabl/ adj (esp) 
severe or harsh (in making judgements of the 
conduct of others). 

un-checked /,an'tfekt/ adj not kept under 
control: ~ anger. 

un-christian /an'kristfan/ adj not Chris- 
tian; contrary to Christian principles. 

un-civil /an'sivl/ adj impolite (the usual 
word). 

un-civil-ized (also -ised) /an'sivalaizd/ adj 
1 not (yet) civilized. 2 (informal) (of behavi- 
our) bad, thoughtless. 

un-claimed /,an'klemmd/ adj that has or 
have not been claimed: ~ /etters/parcels. 

uncle /'ankl/n(C]1 brother of one’s father or 
mother. 2 husband of one’s aunt. 

un-clouded /an'klaudid/ adj (fig) free from 
care: a life of ~ happiness. > cloudless. 

un-coloured (US = -colored) /an'kalod/ 
adj (fig) not exaggerated: an ~ description of 
events. 

un-com-fort-able /an'kamftabl/ adj not 
comfortable. 

un-com-mit-ted /,anko'mitid/ adj not com- 
mitted; free, independent. 

un-com-mon /an'komon/ adj unusual (and 
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so remarkable). 
un-com-mon-ly adv (esp) exceptionally: a 
ly intelligent boy. 

un-com-pro-mis:-ing /an'kompromaizin/ 
adj not prepared to make any compromise; 
firm: an~ member of the committee. 

un-con-cerned /|,ankon's3:nd/ adj 1 not in- 
volved (in); not (emotionally) concerned 
(with). 2 free from anxiety. 
un-con-cern-ed-ly /,ankan's3:nidli/ adv 

un-con-di-tional /,ankan'difanl/ adj absol- 
ute; not subject to conditions: We demanded 
~ surrender. 
un-con-di-tion-ally /-nali/ adv 

un-con-di-tioned /,ankon'difnd/ adj (esp): 
~ reflex, instinctive response. 

un-con-scious /an'konfes/ adj not con- 
scious (all senses). o n the ~, (psychology) 
that part of one’s mental activity of which one 
is unaware, but which can be detected and un- 
derstood through the skilled analysis of 
dreams, behaviour, etc. 
un-con-scious-ly adv 

un-con-sid-ered /|,ankon'sided/ adj 1 (of 
words, remarks) spoken, made, thoughtlessly. 
2 disregarded (as if of little value or worth). 

un-con-trol-lable /,ankon'traulabl/ adj un- 
able to be controlled: ~ laughter| children. 

un-cork /an'ks:k/ vt take the cork from (a 
bottle). 

un-count-able /an'kauntabl/ adj that can- 
not be counted. 
uncountable noun, one that may be used 
with some, enough, a lot of, etc and that has no 
plural form (marked [U] in this dictionary). 

un-couple /an'kapl/ vt unfasten: ~ а loco- 
motive froma train. 

un-couth /an'ku:6/ adj (of persons, their be- 
haviour) rough, awkward, uncultured. 
un-couth.ly adv 

un-cover /an'kava(r)/ vt 1 remove a cover ог 
covering from. 2 (fig) make known: The police 
~eda plot against the President. 

un-cros:sed /an'krost US: -'kro:st/ adj (esp, 
of a cheque) not crossed. 

un-daunted /an'do:ntid/ adj fearless. 

un-de-cided /|,andi'saidid/ adj not yet hav- 
ing made up one’s mind. 

un-de-fended /|,andi'fendid/ adj (esp of a 
lawsuit) in which no defence is offered. 

un-de-mon-stra-tive —/,andi'mpnstrativ/ 
adj not showing feelings of affection, interest, 
etc. 

un-de-ni-able /,andi'naiobl/ adj undoubted- 
ly true: of ~ value. 
un-de-ni-ably /-abli/ adv: undeniably true. 

un-der' /'anda(r)/ adv in or to a lower place, 
position, etc: The ship went ~, sank. down 
under, (GB informal) in Australia and New 
Zealand. 

un-der? /'anda(r)/ prep 1 in or to a position 
lower than: The cat was ~ the table. There’s 


uncompromising / undergo 


nothing new under the sun, (proverb), 
nothing unknown anywhere. 2 in and covered 
by: He hid ~ the bedclothes. 3 less than; lower 
(in rank) than: children ~ fourteen years of 
age; incomes ~ £2000; run a hundred metres т 
~ ten seconds; no one ~ (the rank of) a captain. 
(Note: opposites are above or over.) under 
age, > age. 4 (showing various conditions): 
road ~ repair, being repaired; ~ discussion, 
being discussed; be ~ the impression that, have 
the idea or belief that. 

under- /ando(r)/ prefix 1 located beneath: un- 
dergrowth. 2 not enough: undersized. 3 lower 
in rank or importance: understudy. 

under-act /,andor'ekt/ vit,vi act with too 
little energy, enthusiasm. 

under-arm /'andora:m/ adj, adv (hitting or 
throwing a ball) with the hand kept below the 
level of the elbow. 

under-bid /,ando'bid/ vt (pt,pp underbid) 1 
make a lower bid than (another person). 2 (in 
card-games) bid less on (a hand of cards) than 
its strength demands. 

under.-car-riage /!andokerid3/ п [С] (usu- 
ally with the) landing gear of an aircraft. 

under-charge /,ando't/a:d3/ vt charge too 
little for or to. an[C] /'andoatfa:d3/ charge that 
is too small. 

under-clothes /'andakloeudéz US: -klouz/ п 
pi clothing worn next to the skin. 
under-cloth-ing /'andokloudéin/ п [U] = 
underclothes. 

under-cover /|,anda'kava(r)/ adj secret: an 
~ agent, person who associates with suspect- 
ed criminals, etc to get evidence against them. 

under-cur-rent /'andokaront US: -korant/ 
п [0] 1 current of water flowing beneath the 
surface. 2 (fig) tendency (of thought or feel- 
ing) lying below what is apparent: an ~ of 
hatred. 

under-cut /,ando'kat/ vt (pt,pp undercut) 
(-tt-) offer (goods, services) at a lower price 
than competitors. 

under-de-vel-oped /,andodi'velopt/ adj 
not yet fully developed: ~ muscles/countries. 

under-dog /'andodpg US: -do:g/ п [С] (usu- 
ally with the) (fig) person who is considered 
the poorest, weakest, the probable loser in a 
competition, etc. 

under-done /|,ando'dan/ adj (esp of meat) 
not completely cooked throughout. 

under-esti-mate /,andor'estimeit/ vt form 
too low an estimate or opinion of: ~ the 
enemy’s strength. an |-mat/ [С] estimate which 
is too low. 

under-fed /,ando'fed/ adj having had too 
little food. 

under-foot /,ando'fut/ adv under one’s feet: 
[115 very stony~w. 

under-go /,ando'gau/ vi (pt -went /-'went/, 
pp -gone /-'gon US: -'go:n/) experience: The 
explorers had to ~~ much suffering. 


24 — 939 


undergraduate / underworld 


under-grad-uate /,ando'gredzust/ п [С] 
university student working for a bachelor’s 
degree. 

under-ground /'andograund/ adj 1 under 
the surface of the ground: ~ passages/caves. 2 
secret (esp of political movement or one for re- 
sisting enemy forces in occupation of another 
country): ~ workers. 3 ~ music, kinds of 
experimental pop music. ‘о adv (also) 
},anda'graund/ (in the senses of the adj): He 
went ~ (= into hiding) when he heard the po- 
lice were after шт. оп] the Ул, London’s 
underground railway system. 2 (in war, etc) 
resistance movement: men of the French~. 

under-growth /'andograuv@/ п [U] shrubs, 
bushes, low trees, growing among taller trees. 

under-hand /,ando'hend/ adj, adv deceitful- 
(ly). 

under-lay /'andole:/ п [О] material (felt, rub- 
ber, etc) laid under a carpet. 

under-lie /,ando'lai/ vt form the basis of (а 
theory, of conduct, behaviour, doctrine). 

under-line /,ando'lam/ vt 1 draw a line un- 
der (a word, etc). 2 (fig) emphasize. с п 
/'‘andala:m/ [С] line drawn under a word ог 
words. 

under-ling /'andoalin/ и [С] person in ап un- 
important position compared to others. 

under-man-ned /,ando'mend/ adj not hav- 
ing enough men to do the work. 

under-men-tioned /,ando'menfond/ adj 
mentioned below or later (in an article, etc). 

under-mine /|,atids'main/ vt 1 make a hol- 
low or tunnel under: cliffs ~d by the sea. 2 
weaken gradually: His health was ~d by drink. 

under-neath /,ando'ni:6/ adv, prep beneath; 
below; at or to а lower place. 

under-nour-ished —/лодэтли US: 
-norift/ adj not provided with sufficient food 
for good health and normal growth. 

under-pants /'andopents/ n p/ male under- 
wear covering the lower part of the body. 

under-pass /'andopa:s US: -pes/ п [С] sec- 
tion of a road that goes under another road or 
railway. 

under-pay /,ando'pe:/ vt (pt.pp -paid 
|-'peid/) pay (workmen, etc) inadequately. 
under-pay-ment 7 [СО] 

under-pin /,ando'pin/ vt (-nn-) 1 place a 
support of stone, etc under (a wall, etc). 2 (fig) 
support, form the basis for, (an argument, 
etc). 

under-privi-leged /,ando'privilid3d/ adj 
not having had the educational and social ad- 
vantages enjoyed by more fortunate people, 
social classes, nations, etc. 

under-rate /лодотек/ vt place too low a 
value or estimate on: ~ an opponent, fail to 
realize his abilities, strength, etc. 

under-sec-retary  /,ando'sekratri US: 
-teri/ п [С] (р/ -ies) (esp) (Parliamentary U~) 
member of the Civil Service and head of a 
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Government Department. if 

under-sell j/,ando'sel/ vi (pt,pp -sald 
/-'sauld/) sell (goods) at a lower price than 
(competitors). 

under-signed /|,ando'saind/ pp: We, the 
~ed..., We whose signatures appear below... 

under-sized /|,ando'saizd/ adj of less than 
the usual size. 

under-skirt /'andasks:t/ и [С] petticoat. 

under-staffed /|,ando'sta:ft US: -steft/ adj 
having too smalla staff. 

under-stand |,ando'stend/  vi,vi pte 
-stood /-'stud/) 1 know the meaning, nature, 
explanation, of (something): ~ him/French/a 
problem. He didn’t ~ те! тйаг I said. 2 learn 
(from information received): / ~ that you are 
now married. 
under-stand-able /-sb!/ adj that can be un- 
derstood: His refusal to agree is ~able. 
under-stand-ing adj (good at) realizing 
other persons’ feelings or points of view: with 
an ~ing smile. оп (a) [U] power of clear 
thought, for seeing something from another’s 
point of view, etc. (b) (often with a, an, but 
rarely p/) agreement; realization of another’s 
views or feelings towards oneself: reach/come 
to an ~ ing with the bank-manager. on the un- 
derstanding that..., on condition that... 

under-state /,ando'steit/ уг fail to state fully 
or adequately: They exaggerated the enemy’s 
losses and ~d their own. 
under-state-ment /!andosteitmant/ и [СЧ] 

under-stock /,andoa'stpok/ vt equip with less 
stock than is necessary. 

under-study /'andestadi/ п [С] (p/ -ies) per- 
son learning to, able to, take the place of an- 
other (esp an actor). с vt (pt,pp -ied) study (a 
part in a play) for this purpose; act as an un- 
derstudy to (an actor): He is ~ing Olivier. 

under-take /,ando'teik/ vt (pt -took /-'tuk/, 
pp -taken /-ЦеКэп/) 1 make oneself respons- 
ible for; agree, promise, (to do something): He 
undertook io finish the job by Friday. 2 start (a 
piece of work). 
under-tak-ing /,ando'terkin/ п [С] (a) work 
that one has promised or agreed to do. (b) 
promise; guarantee. 

under-taker /'andoteiko(r)/ п [С] person 
whose business is to prepare the dead for 
burial or cremation and manage funerals. 

under-tone /'andataun/ п [С] (formal) 1 
low, quiet tone: talk in ~s, talk quietly. 2 
underlying quality: an ~ of sadness. 

under-took /,ando'tuk/ pt of undertake. 

under-value |,ando'velju:/ vt value at less 
than the true worth. 

under-water /'andawos:ta(r)/ adj below the 
surface of the water: ~ swimming. 

under-wear /'andoweoa(r)/ п [U] under- 
clothes. 

under-went /,ando'went/ pt of undergo. . 

under-world /'andows:ld/ п [С] 1 (Greek 
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myth, etc) place of the departed spirits of the 
dead. 2 part of society that lives by vice and 
crime. 

under-write /,anda'rait/ vt (pt -wrote 
/-'ravt/, pp -written /-'ritn/) undertake to take 
responsibity for all or part of possible loss (by 
signing an agreement about insurance, esp of 
ships). 
under-writer, person who underwrites 
policies of (esp marine) insurance. 

un-de-sir-able /,andi'zatorabl/ adj (esp of 
persons) of a kind not to be welcomed in 
society. a n{C] undesirable person. 

un-de-ter-red j,andi'ts:d/ adj not discour- 
aged: ~ by the weather|by failure. 

un-de-vel-opedé /,and:'velopt/ adj not deve- 
loped: ~ /and, not yet used (for farming, etc). 

un-did /an'did/ pt of undo. 

un-dies /'andiz/ п pl (informal) women’s 
underclothes. 

un-dis-charged /|,andis'tfa:d3d/ adj 1 (of a 
cargo) not unloaded. 2 (of a debt) not paid. 

undo /an'du:/ vt (pt undid /an'did/, pp un- 
done /an'dan/) 1 untie, unfasten, loosen 
(knots, buttons, etc): My shoelace has come 
undone. 2 bring back the state of affairs that 
existed before: He has undone the good work of 


his predecessor. 

un-do-ing, (cause of) ruin: Drink was his 
~ing. 

un-done adj not finished: leave one’s work 
undone. 

un-dom-es-ti-cated = /,anda'mestikeitid/ 


adj not trained or interested in household af- 
fairs: His wife] Her husband is ~. 

un-doubted /an'dautid/ adj certain; accept- 
ed as true: show an ~ improvement in health. 
un-doubted-ly adv 

un-dreamt-of /an'dromt ov/ not thought of 
or imagined: ~ wealth. 

un-dress /an'dres/ vt,vi1 remove the clothes 
of: Jane ~ed her doll. 2 take off one’s clothes: 
~ and get into bed/get ~ed and go to bed. an 
[U] in a state of undress, naked. 

un-due /an'dju: US: -'du:/ adj improper: with 
~ haste. 
un-duly /an'dju:li US: -'du:li/ adv too: unduly 
pessimistic. 

un-du-late /!andjuleit US: -d3u-/ vi (of sur- 
faces) have a wave-like motion or look: undu- 
lating land, that rises and falls in gentle slopes. 
un-du-la-tion /,and3zuleifn/ п [СО] 

un-dy-ing /an'daun/ adj everlasting: ~ love. 

un-earned /an's:nd/ adj 1 not gained by 
work or service: ~ income, eg inherited. 2 not 
deserved: ~ praise. 

un-earth /лп!з:0/ vt discover and bring to 
light: ~ new evidence. 

un-earth-ly /an's:6li1/ adj 1 supernatural. 2 
mysterious; ghostly: ~ screams. 3 (informal) 
unreasonable: Why do you wake me up at this 
~ hour? 


underwrite /unfamiliar 


un-easy /an'i:z1/ adj (-ier, -iest) uncomfort- 
able in body or mind: have ап ~ conscience. 
un-easi-ness 7[U] 

un-eaten /an'i:tn/ adj not (yet) eaten. 

un-edu-cated /an'edzukeitid/ adj (suggest- 
ing a person is) not educated: an ~ mind] voice. 

un-em-ploy-able /,anim'ploisbl/ adj that, 
who, cannot be employed. 

un-em-ployed /,anim'ploid/ adj 1 not 
working, not able to get work: ~ men. 2 not 
being used: ~ capital. a n the ~, those who 
are without jobs. 

un-em-ploy-ment /,anim'plommont/ 21 [U] 
state of being unemployed: U~ is a serious so- 
cial evil. 2 amount of unused labour: There is 
more ~ now than there was six months ago. 
unemployment pay/benefit, money paid 
to a worker who cannot get employment. 

un-end-ing /an'endin/ adj everlasting; conti- 
nuous. 

un-en-light-ened /,anin'laitnd/ adj un- 
educated; not well-informed. 

un-equal /an'i:kwl/ adj 1 not equal. 2 (esp of 
work such as writing) variable in quality. 3 
not capable, strong, etc enough: / feel ~ to the 
task. 
un-equally /-kwali/ adv 

un-equai-led /an'i:kwald/ adj unrivalled. 

un-equivo-cal /,ani'‘kwivakl/ adj (formal) 
having one only possible meaning. 

un-err-ing /an's:rin/ adj (formal) accurate: 
fire with ~ aim. 

un-even /an'i:vn/ adj 1 not similar in size, 
quality, etc: an ~ contest between a small boy 
and a youth. 2 (of surface) not level, not 
smooth: an ~ road surface. 3 (of light, etc) not 
constant. 
un-even-ly adv 

un-event-full /,ani'ventfl/ adj ordinary; with 
no surprises: ап ~ journey. 

un-ex-cep-tion-able /,anik'sepfanabl/ adj 
(formal) beyond criticism. 

un-ex-cep-tional /,anik'sepfanl/ adj usual, 
ordinary: ап ~student. 

un-ex-pected /,anikspektid/ adj surprising 
because not expected. 

un-fail-ing /an'fetlin/ adj never coming to an 
end: ~ trust/support. 
un-fail-ing-ly аду at all times: ~/y honest. 

un-fair = /an'fea(r)/ а4 unjust: ~ 
remarks/competition. 
un-fair-ly adv 
un-fair-ness и [0] 

un-faith-ful /ло'е0й/ adj 1 not true to 
one’s duty, a promise, etc. 2 committing adul- 
tery: Her husband ts ~ to her. 
un-faith-fully /-fali/ adv 
un-faith-ful-ness л [0] 

un-fal-ter-ing /an'fo:lterin/ adj not hesitat- 
ing: with ~ courage. 

un-fam-il-iar /,anfa'mili1a(r)/ adj 1 not well 
known: That face is not ~ to me, I feel that I 


unfathomable / unique 


know it. 2 not acquainted with: He is still ~ 
with this district. 

un-fath-om-able /an'fedamabl/ adj 1 so 
deep that the bottom cannot be reached. 2 
(fig) too strange or difficult to be understood. 

un-fav-our-able /an'fervrabl/ adj not fav- 
ourable: ~ weather 

un-fit /an'fit/ adj not fit or suitable: He is ~ 
for driving|~ to be a doctor|medically ~. 

in-flap-pable /an'flepabl/ adj not becoming 
excited or nervous during a crisis. 

un-flinch-ing /an'flint{in/ adj (of a person’s 
character) not avoiding danger or difficulty. 

un-fold /an'fould/ vt,vi1 (of something fold- 
ed) open out: ~ a newspaper. 2 reveal, make 
known; become known or visible: as the story 
~S (itself). 

un-for-get-table /,anfo'getabl/ adj that 
cannot be forgotten: an ~ experience. 

un-for-tu-nate /an'fo:tfonot/ adj 1 un- 
lucky: an ~ expedition. 2 regrettable: an ~ 
remark. 

un-for-tu-nate-ly adv (used to say or write 
something unwelcome: U~ / can’t come with 
you tomorrow, eg because of unexpected obli- 
gations. 

un-founded /an'faundid/ adj without 
proof: ~ rumours. 

un-freeze /an'fri:z/ уг, vil (cause to) thaw. 2 
remove (government) restrictions on wages, 
prices, etc. 

un-fre-quented /,anfri'‘kwentid/ adj visited 
rarely. 

un-friend.ly /an'frendli/ adj not friendly. 

un-frock /an'frok/ vt (of a priest guilty of 
bad conduct) dismiss from the priesthood. 

un-fruit-ful /an'fru:tfi/ adj 1 not bearing 
fruit. 2 (fig) without results or success: ~ 
discussions. 

un-furl /an'fs:1/ vt,vi unroll, spread out: ~ a 
flag|the sails. 

un-fur-nished /an'fs:n1ft/ adj (esp) without 
furniture: a house to let~. 

un-gain-ly /an'geml:/ adj clumsy; awkward. 

un-gen-er-ous /an'd3enoras/ adj not gen- 
erous. 

un-god-ly /an'gpdli/ adj 1 not religious. 2 
(informal) unreasonable: Why did you phone 
me at this ~ nour? 

un-gov-ern-able /an'gavonabl/ adj that 
cannot be controlled: an ~ temper. 

un-grate-ful /an'greitfl/ adj not showing 
gratitude. 

un-guarded /an'ga:did/ adj (esp of a person 
and what he says) careless; indiscreet. 

un-happy /an‘hepi/ adj (-ier, -iest) not 
happy. 

un-healthy /an‘hel61/ adj harmful to bodily 
or mental health. 

un-heard /an‘hs:d/ adj 1 not heard. 2 not al- 
lowed a hearing. go unheard, (esp) have 
no-one willing to listen: Her request for help 
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went~. 
un-heard-of /an'h3:d av/ adj without an 
equal: ~-of wealth. 

un-hinged /an‘hind3d/ adj (informal) stupid; 
silly. 

un-hook /an'huk/ vt undo the hooks of (а 
dress, etc): Please ~ my dress. 

un-hoped-for /an‘houpt fo:(r)/ adj un- 
expected: ~ luck. 

uni- /ju:ni-/ prefix one, the same: uniform. 

uni-corn /'ju:niko:n/ и [С] (in old stories) ani- 
mal like a horse with one long horn. 

un-iden-ti-fied /,anai'dentifaid/ adj which 
cannot be identified: The victim is still~. 
unidentified flying 'object, (abbr UFO) 
object seen in the sky and (claimed to have 
been) sent from another planet. 

unti-form /'ju:nifo:m/ adj not varying in form, 
quality, etc: ~ temperature. вп [СХ] (style of) 
dress worn by all members of an organization, 
eg the police, the armed forces. in uniform, 
wearing such dress: He looks smart in (his) ~. 
uni-form-ly adv without varying in quality, 
timing, etc. 

uni-form-.ity /,ju:ni'fo:mati/ и [U] condition 
of being the same throughout. 

unify /'ju:nifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 form into one; 
unite. 2 make uniform. 
uni-fi-ca-tion / ju:nifi'kerfn/ п [О] 

uni-lat-eral /ju:ni'letaral/ adj of, оп, affect- 
ing, done by, one side or party only: a ~ de- 
claration of independence, (abbr UDI); ~ re- 
pudiation of a treaty, by one of the parties that 
signed it, without the consent of the other 
party or parties. 
uni-lat-er-ally /-rali/ adv 

un-im-agin-ative §/,ani'medzinativ/ adj 
(formal) not having, using, imagination. 

un-im-peach.able /,anim'pi:tfobl/ adj that 
cannot be questioned or doubted: news from 
an~ source. 

un-in-formed /,anin'fo:md/ adj (esp) not 
having, made without, adequate information: 
~ criticism. 

un-in-hib-ited /,anm'hibitid/ adj without 
inhibitions; unconventional. 

un-in-spired /|,anin'spaiod/ adj dull: ~ sing- 
ing. 

un-in-ter-ested /an'intristid/ adj 1 having, 
showing no interest. 2 having по personal 
concern in something. 

union /‘ju:nion/ 11 [О] uniting or being unit- 
ed; joining or being joined; [C] instance of this: 
the ~ of the three towns into one. 2 [U] state of 
being in agreement or harmony; [C] instance 
of this: a happy ~, eg a happy marriage. 3 [С] 
association formed by the uniting of persons, 
groups, etc. 4 [C] (often the ~s) = trade- 
union. 
the ,Union ‘Jack, the British national flag. 

unique /ju:'ni:k/ adj having no like or equal; 
being the only one of its sort. 


713 


unique-ly adv 

uni-sex /'ju:niseks/ adj (of clothes) of a style 
designed for, or to be worn by, both sexes. 

uni-son /'ju:nisn/ я [9] in unison, together; 
in the same pitch: sing in~ 

unit /‘ju:nit/ x [С] 1 single person, thing or 
group regarded as complete. 2 quantity or 
amount used as a standard of measurement: 
The metre isa ~ of length. 3 the number 1. 

Uni-tar-ian /ju:ni'teorion/ и [С] member of a 
Christian church which rejects the doctrine of 
the Trinity and believes that God is one per- 
son. o.adj of the Unitarians: the U~ Church. 

unite /ju:'nait/ vt,vi 1 make or become one; 
join: the interests that ~ our two countries, that 
bring them together. 2 act or work together: 
Let's ~ to fight for human rights. 
united adj (a) joined eg by love and 
sympathy: a ~d family. (b) resulting from as- 
sociation for a common purpose: make а ~d 
effort. (с) joined politically: the U~d King- 
dom. 
the United Kingdom, Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. 
United Nations, (since 1945) international 
organization for peace and mutual aid. 
United States (of America), nation in 
North America. 
united.-ly adv 

unity /'ju:noti/ я (p/ -ies) 1 [СО] the state of 
being united; (an) arrangement of parts to 
form a complete or balanced whole: The figure 
on the left spoils the ~ of the painting. 2 [U] 
agreement (of aims, feelings, etc): political~. 

uni-ver-sali /,ju:nt'va:sl/ adj of, belonging to, 
done by, affecting, all: War causes ~ misery. 
uni-ver-sally /-sali/ adv 

uni-verse /'ju:niv3:s/ n the Ул», (a) every- 
thing that exists everywhere; all the stars, 
planets, their satellites, etc. (b) the whole 
creation and the Creator; mankind. 

uni-ver-sity /,ju:ni'vs:soti/ п [С] (р/ -ies) 1 
(colieges, buildings, etc of an) institution for 
advanced teaching, conferring degrees and en- 
gaging in academic research. 2 members of 
such an institution collectively. 3 (as an adjec- 
tive): a~ student. 

un-kempt /an'kempt/ adj = untidy (the usu- 
al word). 

un-kind /an'kaind/ adj not showing, kind- 
ness: ап ~~ remark. 
un-kind-ly adv in an unkind manner. 

un-know-ing /an'nouin/ adj unaware. 
un-know-ing-ly adv unawares. 

un-known /an'naun/ adj not known or iden- 
tified: U~ at this address, as written on a letter 
sent to a wrong address. г> also quantity(4). 

un-leash /an'li:f/ vt (fig) set free (to attack): 
~ one’s temper. 

un-leav-ened /an'levnd/ adj (of bread) 
made without yeast. 

un-less /an'les/ conj if not: You will fail ~ you 
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work harder. U~ you work harder, you will 
fail. 

un-like /an'laik/ adj, prep not like; different 
from. 

un-like-ly /an'laikli/ adj not likely to happen 
or be true: an ~ event/story. 

un-listed /an'listid/ adj (of a telephone num- 
ber) not in the directory; ex-directory. 

un-load /an'loud/ vt,vi 1 remove a load, саг- 
go Нот: ~ a ship. The ship is ~ing. 2 get rid of 
(somebody, something not wanted): Don’t try 
to ~ all your boring girlfriends on те! 

un-focks /an'lok/ vz use а key to ореп а lock. 

un-looked-for /an'lukt fo(r)/ adj un- 
expected. 

un-loose /an'lu:s/ vt let loose; make free. 

un-lucky /an'laki/ adj (-ier, -iest) not lucky. 
un-luck.ily /-Ш/ adv unfortunately. 

un-man-ly /an'menli/ adj 1 weak; cowardly. 
2 effeminate. 

un-man-ned /an'mend/ adj having no crew: 
sendan~ spacecraft to Mars. 

un-mask /an'ma:sk US: -'mesk/ vt,vi 1 re- 
move a mask (from). 2 (fig) show the true cha- 
racter or intentions of: ~ a traitor. 

un-matched /an'matJt/ adj without an 
equal. 

un-men-tion-able /an'menfnabl/ adj so 
bad, etc that it must not be spoken of. 

un-mind-ful /an'maindfl/ adj forgetful; ob- 
livious: ~ of the time. 

un-mis-tak-abie /,anmi'steikobl/ adj about 
which no mistake or doubt is possible: Are 
black clouds ап ~ sign of rain? 
un-mis-tak-ably /-abli/ adv 

un-miti-gated /an'mitigeitid/ adj (formal) 
complete; absolute: an ~ rascal. 

un-moved /an'mu:vd/ adj (esp) indifferent. 

un-natu-ral /an'netfarel/ adj not natural ог 
normal. 

un-nec-ess-ary /an'nesasor: US: -ser1/ adj 
not necessary. 
un-nec-ess.ar-ily /An,nesa'serali/ adv 

un-nerve /an'n3:v/ vt cause to lose self- 
control, power of decision, courage. 

un-not-iced /an'noutist/ adj not observed ог 
noticed: Her sadness went ~. 

un-num-bered /an'nambod/ adj 1 more 
than can be counted. 2 having no number(s): 
~ tickets. 

un-ob-trus-ive /,anab'iru:siv/ adj not too 
obvious or easily noticeable. 

un-of-fi-ciai /,ano'fifl/ adj not official: an~ 
strike, not authorized by the union. 

un-or-tho-dox /an's:6adpks/ adj not in ac- 
cordance with what 15 orthodox, convention- 
al, traditional: ~ teaching meihods. 

un-pack /an'pek/ уу take out (things 
packed): ~ one’s clothes|a suitcase. 

un-par-al-leled /an'pzraield/ adj having no 
equal: an ~ disaster. 

un-pleas-ant /an'plezont/ adj not pleasant. 


unprecedented / unthought-of 


un-pleas-ant-ness п [U] unpleasant feeling 
(between persons); [C] quarrel. 
un-prece-dented /an'presidentid/ adj nev- 


er done or known before. 

un-preju-diced /an'predzudist/ adj free 
from prejudice. 

un-pre-ten-tious —= /,anpri'tenfas/ adj 


modest; not trying to seem important. 

un-prin-cipled /an'prinsopld/ adj without 
moral principles; dishonest. 

un-pro-fessional |,anpro'fefanl/ adj (esp 
of conduct) contrary to the rules or customs of 
a profession. 

un-prompted /an'promptid/ adj (of an 
answer, action) not said, done, etc as the result 
of a hint, suggestion, etc. 

un-pro-voked /,anpro'voukt/ adj without 
provocation: ~ aggression|/attacks. 

un-quali-fied /an'kwolifaid/ adj 1 not 
limited or restricted; absolute: ~ praise. 2 not 
qualified: ~ to speak on the subject. 

un-ques-tion-able /an'kwestfanobl/ adj 
beyond doubt; certain. 
un-ques-tion-ably /-abli/ adv 

un-quote /an'kwout/ (у, imperative only) (in 
a telegram, a telephoned message, etc) end the 
quotation: The rebel leader said (quote) ‘We 
shall never surrender (~). 

un-ravel /an'revl/ vt,vi (-ll-; US -1-) 1 separ- 
ate the threads of; pull or become separate: 
The cat has ~led the knitting. 2 solve: ~ a 
mystery. 

un-real /an'rial/ adj imaginary; not real. 

un-reas-on-able /an'ri:zonobl/ adj not 
reasonable. 

un-re-lent-ing /,anm'lentin/ adj not becom- 
ing less in intensity,etc: ~ pressure/attacks. 

un-re-ti-able /,anri'laiobl/ adj that cannot be 
relied on; not to be trusted. 

un-re-mit-ting /,anr'mitin/ adj (formal) 
unceasing: ~ efforts. 

un-re-quit-ed /,anri‘kwaitid/ adj not return- 
ed or rewarded: ~ love. 

un-re-serv-ed-ly /,anri'za:vidli/ adv with- 
out reservation or restriction: speak ~. 

un-rest /an'rest/ я [U] (esp) disturbed condi- 
tion(s): political ~. 

un-re-strained /|,anri'streind/ adj not kept 
under control: ~ hatred/laughter. 

un-re-stricted /,anr'striktid/ adj without 
restriction(s); (esp of a road) not having a 
speed limit for traffic. 

un-ri-valled (US = -ri-valed) /an'raivid/ 
adj having no rival: ~ in courage. 

un-ruffled /an'rafld/ adj calm; not upset or 
agitated: He was ~ by all the criticisms. 

un-ruly /an'ru:li/ adj (-ier, -iest) not easily 
controlled; naughty: an ~ child. 

un-said /an'sed/ adj not expressed: Some 
things (eg opinions) are better left ~. 

un-sa-voury (US = -за-могу) /An'servor1/ 
adj (esp) nasty; disgusting: ~ stories/scandals. 
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un-scathed /an'skeiéd/ adj unharmed; un- 
hurt. 

un-scien-ti-fic /an,saion'tifik/ adj not fol- 
lowing or using the principles or rules of 
science. 

un-scramble /an'skrembl/ vt restore from 
a confused, mixed or coded state: ~ a coded. 
telephone conversation. 

un-scru-pu-lous /an'skru:pjulos/ adj not 
guided by conscience (not to do wrong). 
un-scru-pu-lous-ly adv 

un-seas-oned /an'si:znd/ adj 1 (of wood) 
not matured. 2 (of food) not flavoured with 
seasoning. 

un-seat /an'si:t/ vt 1 remove from office: Mr 
Green was ~ed at the Generai Election, lost his 
seat in the House of Commons. 2 throw (the 
rider) from a horse. 

un-seem-ly /an'si:mli/ adj (of behaviour. 
etc) not proper. 

un-seen /an'si:n/ adj not seen; invisible. 

un-settle /an'setl/ vt make troubled, anxious 
or uncertain: ~d weather, weather that often 
changes. 

un-sight-ly /an'saith/ adj unpleasant to look 
at: ~ litter. 

un-skilled /an'skild/ adj 1 (of work) not 
needing special skill. 2 (of workers) not having 
special skill or special training. 

un-soph-is-ti-cated /,anso'fistikeitid/ adj 
not sophisticated; inexperienced. 

un-sound /an'saund/ adj 1 unsatisfactory: 
an ~ argument|building. 2 of unsound 
mind, mentally disturbed. 

un-Spar-ing /an'spearin/ adj liberal; holding 
nothing back: be ~ in one’s efforts; ~ of 
praise. 

un-speak-able /an'spi:kabl/ adj that can- 
not be expressed or described in words: ~ 
joy|sadness. 

un-steady /an'stedi/ adj 1 (of a person’s 
movement, position) unbalanced; not secure: 
an ~ walk, eg because of age, illness, alcohol. 
2 (of behaviour) inconsistent. 3 (of prices, etc) 
changing often. 

un-stuck /an'stak/ adj 1 not stuck or fas- 
tened: The flap of the envelope has come ~. 2 
fail to work according to plan: Our plan has 
come~. 

un-suit-able /an'su:tabl/ adj not suitable. 

un-sung /an'san/ adj not celebrated (in poet- 
ry or song). go unsung, (informal) (of a per- 
son, his actions) be unknown, not thanked, 
praised. 

un-sure /an'fua(r)/ adj 1 not infident: / feel 
~ about appointing her. 2 not certain or reli- 
able: The hotel arrangements are still~. 

un-swerv-ing /an'sws:vin/ adj (esp of aims, 
purposes) not changing: ~ loyalty. 

un-think-able /an'@inkabl/ adj not to be 
considered: Such a possibility is ~~! 

un-thought-of /an'@o:t av/ adj unexpected. 
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un-tidy /an'taidi/ adj (-ier, -iest) (of a room, 
desk, person etc) not tidy. 

un-tie /an'ta:/ vt (present participle untying, 
pt,pp untied) unfasten a knot, etc. 

ип. /an'til/ prep, conj > ИИ". 

un-time-ly /an'tammli/ adj happening before 
the expected time; premature: her ~ death, eg 
when she was still young. 

un-tir-ing /an'taiorin/ adj continuing to 
wock without getting tired or causing tired- 
ness: his ~ efforts. 

un-told /an'tovid/ adj (esp) {со many ог too 
much to be measured, ес: ~ wealth. 

un-true /an'tru:/ adj false: an ~ story. 2 dis- 
loyal: be ~ to one’s mother. 

un-truth /an'tru:0/ п [С] (p/ ~s /-'tru:3z/) lie. 
un-truth-ful /-fi/ adv 
un-truth-fully /-foli/ adv 

un-used' /an'ju:zd/ adj never having been 
used. 

un-used? /an'ju:st/ adj unused to, not ac- 
customed to: ~ io city life. 

un-usual /an'ju:zuel/ adj not usual; strange. 
un-usu-aliy аду: ~ly hot. 

un-veil /an'veil/ vt,vi 1 removea veil (from). 2 
reveal. 

un-wel-come /an'welkom/ adj 1 (of per- 
sons) not welcome. 2 (of weather, criticism, 
behaviour) not liked because bad, inappro- 
priate, etc. 

un-wieldy /an'wi:ldi/ adj awkward to move 
or control because of shape, size or weight. 

un-wind /an'waind/ vt,vi (рьрр -wound 
/-'waond/) 1 untwist (a ball of wool, etc); 
loosen (a spring, etc). 2 (informal) relax after a 
period of tension, exhausting work, etc. D 
wind?(6). 

un-wrap /an'rep/ vi,vi (-рр-) remove the 
wrapping or cover. 

un-zip /an'zip/ vt (-pp-) unfasten or open by 
pulling a zip-fastener. 

up /лр/ adverbial particle (contrasted with 
down) (for special uses with verbs, eg throw up, 
© the verb entries.) 1 to or in an erect or ver- 
ticai position (esp as suggesting readiness for 
activity): He’s already ~, out of bed. It’s time 
10 get ~~, out of bed. Stand~/ up and about, 
out of bed and active (esp of a person recently 
ill). 2 to or in a high(er) place, position, de- 
gree, etc: Lift your head ~. Prices are still go- 
ing ~, rising. 3 to a place, town, of impor- 
tance; to a place in or to the north: He has gone 
~ to London for the day. We’re going ~ to 
Edinburgh. 4 (used vaguely, in a way similar to 
the use of down, round, over, across) to the 
place in question, or in which the speaker is, 
was, will be: He came ~ (to me) and asked the 
time. 5 (used to show completeness, finality): 
The stream has dried ~, has become complete- 
ly dry. We’ve eaten everything ~. Lock{Tie/ 
Fasten|Chain| Май it ~, Make it fast, secure, 
safe, etc by locking, tying, etc. 6 (used to show 
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an increase in intensity, etc): Speak/Sing ~/1e 
with more force. 7 шир against (it), faced 
with (difficulties, obstacles, etc). be up be- 
fore, appear in court (before a magistrate, 
etc). «ap and 'down, (a) forward and back: 
walking ~ and down the station platform. (b) 
so as to rise and fall: The boat bobbed ~ and 
down on the water. up for, (a) being tried (for 
an offence, etc): ~ for exceeding the speed 
limit. (5) being considered for; on offer: The 
house is ~ for sale. up to, (a) occupied or 
busy with: What’s he ~ to? He’s ~ to по good. 
(®) capable of: i don’t feel ~ to going to work. 
(с) as far as: ~ to now/then. © get up to. (d) 
required, looked on as necessary: /t’s ~ to us 
(= It is our duty) to give them all the help we 
can. о prep (in the senses of the adverb): climb 

i~ amountain,; walk ~ the stairs. 
jup-and-'coming adj (of a person) making 
good progress, likeiy to succeed, in his profes- 
sion, career, etc: ап ~-and-coming doctor. 
ups and ‘downs, (fig) good and bad for- 
tune. 

up- /Ap-/ prefix to a higher or better state: uph- 
ill; upgrade. 

up-bring-ing /'apbrinin/ я [9] training and 
education during cnildhood: а good~. 

up-coun-try /ap'kantri/ adj, adv (esp in a 
large thinly populated country) towards the 
interior; inland. 

up-date /ap'deit/ vt bring up to date: ~ a dic- 
tionary. 

up-grade /ap'greid/ vt raise to a higher 
grade. on /'apgreid/ (esp) on the upgrade, 
making progress. 

up-heaval /aphi:vl/ п [С] great and sudden 
change: political/social ~s. 

up-held /ap'held/ pt,pp of uphold. 

up-hill /ap'hil/ adj 1 sloping upward; ascend- 
ing: an ~ road. 2 (fig) difficult; needing effort: 
an~ (а5К. о adv up a slope: walk ~. 

up-hold /ap'hsauld/ vt (pt,pp upheld /-'held/) 
1 support or approve (a person, his conduct, a 
practice, etc): J cannot ~ such conduct. 2 con- 
firm (a decision, a verdict). 

up-hoi-ster /ap'hoolsta(r)/ vt provide (seats, 
etc) with padding, springs, covering material, 
etc. 
up-hol-sterer, person who upholsters. 
up-hol-stery /-stri/ п [U] (materials used in, 
business of) upholstering. 

up-keep /'apki:p/ и [Ч] (cost of) keeping 
something in good order and repair: / can’t 
afford the ~ of this large garden. 

up-land /'aplond/ п (often pi) higher part(s) 
of a region or country. 

up-lift /ap'lift/ vt raise (spiritually or emo- 
tionally): His soul was ~ed by Bach’s cantata. 
on/'aplift/[U] moral or mental inspiration. 

up-market /ap'ma:kit/ adj (of goods, ап ad- 
dress, shops, etc) superior; ofa high standard. 

up-most /'apmoaust/ adj = uppermost. 


upon /use 


upon /э'роп/ prep = on' (which is more usual 
and considered less formal). 

up-per /'apa(r)/ adj (contrasted with /ower) 
higher in place; situated above: the ~ lip; the 
~ arm. have/get the upper hand (of sb), 
have/get an advantage or control of. оп [С] 
part of a shoe or boot over the sole. 
‘upper case, capital letter(s). 
the 'upper class, top levels of society. 
the Upper 'House, (in Parliament) the 
House of Lords. 
lup-per-most /-moust/ adj highest: Thoughts 
of the holidays were ~most in their minds. о 
adv on, to, at, the top or surface: say whatever 
comes ~ most, whatever one thinks first. 

up-pity /'apoti/ adj (informal) snobbish. 

up-right /'aprait/ adj 1 erect; placed vertical- 
ly (at an angle of 90° to the ground): an ~ post. 
2 honourable; straightforward in behaviour: 
an ~ man|judge. о п [С] upright support in a 
structure. 
upright piano, © piano. 

up-ris-ing /ap'raizin/ п [С] revolt; rebellion. 

up-roar /'apro:(r)/ п [Ч] (also with a, an) (out- 
burst of) noise and excitement: The meeting 
ended in(an)~. 
up-roari-ous /ap'ro:rias/ adj very noisy, esp 
with loud laughter and great good humour: 
~ious laughter. 
up-roari-ous-ly adv 

up-root /ap'ru:t/ vt pull up with the roots: 
The gale ~ed numerous trees. 

up-set /ap'set/ vt,vi (pt.pp ~) (-tt-) 1 tip over; 
overturn: Don’t ~ the boat. 2 trouble; cause (a 


person or thing) to be disturbed: ~ the 


enemy’s plan; ~ one’s stomach by eating too 
much rich food. She is easily ~ emotionally.an 
/'apset/ [С] 1 upsetting or being upset: have а 
‘stomach ~. 2 (sport) unexpected result. 

up-shot /'apfot/ п the ~, outcome; result: 
What will be the ~ of it all? 

up-side-down /|,apsaid 'daun/ adv 1 with 
the upper side underneath or at the bottom. 2 
(fig) in disorder: The house was turned ~ by the 
burglars. 

up-stairs /ap'stesz/ adv 1 to or on a higher 
floor: go/walk ~. 2 (as an adjective) belonging 
to, situated on, an upper floor: ап ~ room. 

up-stand-ing /ap'stendin/ adj 1 standing 
erect; strong and healthy: fine ~ children. 2 
honest. 

up-start /'apsta:t/ и [С] person who has sud- 
denly risen to wealth, power or higher social 
position, esp one whois arrogant. 

up-stream /ap'stri:m/ adv up a river; in the 
opposite direction to the stream or current. 

up-surge /'apss:d3/ п [С] growth (of emo- 
tion): an ~ of anger|indignation. 

up-tight /ap'tait/ adj (s/) extremely tense or 
nervous: ~ about an interview. 

up-to-date /,,p ta 'deit/ adj of the present 
time; of the newest sort: ~ methods. 
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up-to-the-minute /лр to da 'minit/ adj 
very modern; latest: ~ information. 

up-turn /'apts:n/ и [С] 1 upward turn. 2 
change for the better: an ~ in profits. 

up-ward /'apwod/ adj moving or directed up: 
ап ~ glance. о adv (often up-wards) towards 
a higher place, level, etc. 

ura-nium /jo'remiom/ и [U] heavy white 
metal (symbol Ч) with radioactive properties, 
a source of atomic energy. | 

Ura-nus /ju'reinas/ 7 (astron) planet seventh 
in order from the sun. 

ur-ban /'s:bon/ adj of or т а town: ~ renewal, 
redevelopment of poor areas of a town. 
jurban guer'rilla, member of a small armed 
group fighting (political) opposition in towns. 

ur-bane /3:'bein/ adj (formal) polite; refined 
in manners. 
ur-bane-ly adv 

ur-chin /'s:tfin/ 1 [С] 1 mischievous small 
boy. 2 poor destitute child. 

urge /3:d3/ vt 1 push or drive on: The crowd 
was urging the tennis star on to или. 2 request 
earnestly; try to persuade: ‘Buy it now,’ he ~d. 
‘Prices will soon rise.’ 3 stress (the importance 
of) requests and arguments: He ~d on his pu- 
pils the importance of hard work. о п [С] (rarely 
pl) strong desire: He has|feels an ~ to travel. 

ur-gency /'s:dzonsi/ и [U] importance of, 
need for, haste or prompt action: a matter of 
great~. 

ur-gent /'s:dzont/ adj 1 needing prompt deci- 
sion or action: /t is most ~ that the patient 
should get to hospital. 2 (of a person, his voice, 
etc) showing that something is urgent. 
ur-gent-ly adv 

uri-nary /'joormri US: -neri/ adj of urine: ~ 
infection. 

uri-nate /'juorimeit/ vi discharge urine. 

urine /‘juorin/ и [9] waste liquid which col- 
lects in the bladder and is discharged from the 
body. 

urn /3:n/ я [С] 1 vase with a stem as used for 
holding the ashes of a person whose body has 
been cremated. 2 large metal container in 
which a drink such as tea or coffee is made or 
kept hot, eg in canteens. 

us /os strong form: as/ pron (object form of 
we). We hope you will visit ~ soon. 

usage /'ju:zidz US: ‘ju:s-/n 1 [U] way of using 
something; treatment: Machines soon wear out 
under rough ~. 2(C,U] conventions governing 
the use of a language (esp those not governed 
by grammatical rules): Such ~s are not 
characteristic of educated speakers. 

use’ /ju:s/ и 1 [U] using or being used; condi- 
tion of being used: the ~ of electricity for 
cooking. in use, being used. come into 
use, begin to be used: When did the words ‘sil- 
icon chip’ come into common ~? 2 [C,U] pur- 
pose for which a person or thing is or may be 
employed: work that a person or thing is able 
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to do: a tool with many ~s;, finda ~ for it; have 
no further ~ for it. 3 [U] value; advantage: Js 
this paper of any ~ to you? 4[U] power of us- 
ing: lose the ~ of one’s legs, become unable to 
walk. 5[U] right to use: You can have the ~ of 
my car. 

use-ful /'ju:sfl/ adj helpful; producing good 
results: Are уои а ~ful member of society? 
use-fully /-fali/ adv: ~/y employed. 
use-ful-ness п [О] 

.use-less adj (a) of no use; worthless: A car is 
~less without petrol. (b) without result; unre- 
warding: It’s ~less to argue with them. 
use-less.-ly adv 

use? /ju:z/ vt (pt,pp ~d |ju:zd/) 1 cause to act 
or serve for a purpose: You ~ your legs when 
you walk. May I~ (= quote) your name as a 
reference, eg in an application for a job? 2 
have the use of (until nothing is left): How 
much coal did we .~ last winter? He has ~d up 
all his strength. 3 behave towards: U~ others 
as you would like them to ~ you. 
used /ju:zd/ adj no longer new: ~d cars. 
user, person or thing that uses: There are 
more ‘telephone ~rs in the USA than in any 
other country. 

used /ju:st/ anomalous finite (irregular pt and 
pp of use) (indicating a constant or frequent 
practice in the past, or, in the construction 
there used to be, the existence of something in 
the past): That’s where I ~ to live when I was a 
child. Life isn’t so easy here as it ~ to be. 

used to /'ju:st ta before vowel sounds: tu:/ adj 
having become familiar to by habit or custom: 
You will soon be|get ~ it. 

usher /'afa(r)/ п [С] person who shows people 
to their seats in theatres, cinemas, etc. в vt 1 
lead, conduct: The girl ~ed me to my seat (ina 
cinema). 2 produce: The change of government 
~ed т a period of prosperity. 
usher.ette /,sfa'ret/, girl or woman usher. 

usual /'ju:zuel/ adj happening often; ordi- 
nary, expected: He arrived later than ~. г> 
per. 
usually /'ju:zali/ adv in the ordinary way: 
What do you ~ly do on Sundays? 

usurer /'ju:zaro(r)/ и [С] person whose busi- 
ness is lending money for profit. 

usurp /ju:'z3:p/ vt wrongfully take (a person’s 
power, authority, position): ~ the chairman’s 
authority. 
usurper, person who does this. 

usury /'ju:zar1/ и [U] (practice of) lending 
money, esp at a high rate of interest. 

uten-sil /ju:'tensl/ я [С] instrument, tool, etc, 
esp for use in the house: 'household ~s, eg 
pots, pans, brushes. 

uterus /'ju:toros/ п [С] (pl ~es) (anat) = 
womb. 

utili-tar-ian = /ju:til'teorion/ adj charac- 
terized by usefulness rather than by beauty, 
truth, goodness. 
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util-ity /ju:'tiloti/ п (р! -ies) 1 [9] quality of 
being useful: (as an adjective) '~ van, one that 
can be used for various purposes. 2 [C] public 
service such as the supply of water or a bus ser- 
vice. 

util-ize (also -ise) /'ju:tilaiz/ vt make use of; 
find a use for. 
util-iz-ation (also -isation) /ju:tilar'zeifn 
US: -li'z-/ п [Ч] 

ut-‘most /'atmoust/ adj most extreme; 
greatest: with the ~ care. an (sing only) the 
most that is possible: / shall do my ~ to see that 
justice is done. 


ut-ter’ /'ato(r)/ adj complete; total: ~ 
darkness|disbelief. 

ut-ter-ly adv completely: She’s ~ly bored 
with him. 


ut-ter? /'ato(r)/ vt‘ 1 make (a sound or sounds) 
with the mouth: ~ a sigh/a cry of pain. 2 say: 
the last words he ~ed. 3 put (counterfeit 
money, etc) into circulation. 

ut-ter-ance /'atorans/ n 1 (sing only) (for- 
mal) way of speaking: a clear ~. 2 [С] spoken 
word or words. 3 [U] give utterance to 
(one’s feelings), express in words. 

ut-ter-meost /!atomoust/ adj,n = utmost. 


Vv 


V, м /vi:/ п (pl V's, v's) 1 the 22nd letter of the 
English alphabet. 2 the Roman numeral 5. 

vac /vek/ n[C] (informal) = vacation. 

va-cancy /'veiksnsi/ я (pi -ies) 1 [U] condi- 
tion of being empty or unoccupied. 2 [C] un- 
occupied space. 3 [U] lack of ideas, intel- 
ligence or concentration. 4 [C] position in bu- 
siness, etc for which a person is needed: good 
vacancies for typists. 

va-cant /'vetkont/ adj 1 empty: gaze into ~ 
space. 2 not occupied by anyone: a ~ гоот, eg 
in a hotel; apply for a ~ position, eg in an of- 
fice. 3 (of time) not filled with any activity. 4 
(of the mind) without thought; (of the eyes) 
showing no signs of thought or interest: a ~ 
expression. 
va-cant-ly adv 

va-cate /vei'keit US: 'veikeit/ vt 1 give up liv- 
ing in: ~ a house. 2 leave unoccupied: ~ one’s 
seat. 

va-ca-tion /va'keifn US: vei-/ n 1 [С] weeks 
during which universities and law courts stop 
work: the summer ~. 2 [С] (esp US) = holi- 
day. 

vac:-ci-nate /'veksineit/ vt protect (а per- 
son) (against smallpox, etc) by injecting -ac- 
cine. 
vac-ci-na-tion /,veksi'neifn/ и [С] (n- 


массте /уап 718 


stance - of) vaccinating. ` 

vac-cine /|'veksi:n US: valet п/п [С, Ul sub- 
stance from the blood of a cow, used to 
protect persons from smallpox by causing 
them to have a slight, but not dangerous, form 
of the disease. 

vac: il-late /'vzsileit/ vi hesitate; be uncertain 
(in opinion, etc): ~ between hope and fear. 
vac-il-la-tion уже п/п [СО] 

vac-uufn /'vekjuom/ n [С] (p/ ~s or, in 
science, vacuua /-jua/) 1 space completely 
empty of subsiance or gas(es). 2 space in a 
container from which the air has been pumped 
out. 
‘vacuum cleaner, apparatus which takes 
up dust, dirt, etc by suction. 
‘vacuum flask, one having a vacuum be- 
tween its inner and outer walls, keeping the 
contents at an unchanging temperature. 
'vacuum-packed adj (of food, etc) seal in 
air-tight packets or tins to maintain freshness. 

vaga-bond /'vegobpond/ adj having no fixed 
living-place: live a ~ life. a п [С] vagabond 
person. 

va-gary /'veigeri/ п [С] (pi -ies) (formal) 
strange, unusual act or idea, esp one for which 
there seems to be no good reason: the vagaries 
of fashion. 

va-gina /va'dzaino/ n [С] (p/ ~s) (anat) pas- 
sage (in a female mammal} from the external 
genital organs to the womb. 
vag-inal /va'dzainl/ adj 

va-grancy /'veigransi/ п [C,U] (instance of) 
being a vagrant. 

va-grant /'veigrant/ adj leading a wandering 
life: ~ tribes. an{C] vagrant person. 

vague /veig/ adj (-r, -st) 1 not clear or dis- 
tinct: | haven't the ~st idea what they want. 2 
(of persons, their looks, behaviour) uncertain, 
suggesting uncertainty (about needs, inten- 
tions, etc). 
vague-ly аду 
vague-ness п [0] 

vain /vein/ adj (-er, -est) 1 without use, value, 
meaning or result: a ~ attempt; ~ hopes. 2 т 
vaiiz, (a) not having the desired result: All our 
work was т ~~. (6) without due honour or re- 
spect. © пате!(1). 3 having too high an 
opinion of one’s looks, abilities, etc: as ~ asa 
peacock, very vain. 
vain-iy adv 

vale /veil/ п [С] (literary) = valley. 

val-en-tine /'vzlontain/ я [С] (letter, card, 
etc, sent on St Valentine’s Day, 14 Feb, to a) 
sweciheart. 

valet /'vzlit/ я [С] member of (hotel) staff em- 
ployed to dry-clean or press clothes. в vt act as 
valet to. 

vai-iant /'vzliont/ adj brave (the usual word). 
val-iant-ly adv 

valid /'velid/ adj1 (legal) reai, acceptable, be- 
cause made or done with the correct formali- 


ties: а ~ claim|marriage. 2 (of contracts, etc, 
having force in law: a ticket ~ for three 
months. 3 (of arguments, reasons, etc) well 
based; acceptable: raise ~ objections to a sug- 
gestion. 
va-lid-ly adv 
va-lid-ity /vo'lidati/ п [U] state of being valid. 

vali-date /'velideit/ vt make valid: ~ a claim. 

va-lise /va'li:z US: va'li:s/ п [С] small leather 
bag for clothes, etc during a journey. 

val-ley /'vzli/ п [С] (р! ~s) low land between 
hills or mountains, often with a river flowing 
through it. 

val-our (US = valor) /'vela(r)/ п [Ч] (for- 
mal) bravery, esp in war. 

valu-abie /'vzljubi/ adj of great value, worth 
or use: a ~ discovery. 0 п (usually pl) some- 
thing of much value, eg jewels. 

valu-ation /|,velju'eifn/ n 1 [U] process of 
deciding the value of a person or thing. 2 [C] 
the value that is decided on: The surveyors 
arrived at widely different ~s. 

value /'velju:/ n 1 (U] quality of being useful 
or desirable: the ~ of walking as an exercise. 2 
[9] worth of something when compared with 
something else: This book will be of great/ 
little|some|no ~ to him in his studies. 3 [СУ] 
worth of something in terms of money or 
other goods for which it can be exchanged: [5 
the ~ of the American dollar likely to decline? 4 
[U] what something is considered to be worth 
(contrasted with the price obtainable): [ve 
been offered £350 for my old car but its ~ is 
much higher. 5 (music) full time indicated by a 
note: Give the note its full ~. 6 (pl) standards: 
morallethical ~s. a vt 1 estimate the money 
value of: He ~d the house for me at £37500. 2 
have a high opinion of: Do you ~ her as a sec- 
retary? 
value-added-tax, (abbr VAT) tax paid by 
the buyer on the difference between the cost of 
an article’s production and the pretax selling 
price. 
value-less adj worthless. 
valuer, person whose profession is to esti- 
mate the money value of property, land, etc. 

valve /velv/n[C]1 (sorts of) mechanical dev- 
ice for controlling the flow of air, liquid, gas, 
etc in one direction only. 2 structure in the 
heart or in a blood-vessel allowing the blood 
to flow in one direction only. 3 vacuum tube 
used in a radio, allowing the flow of electrons 
in one direction. 4 device in musical wind in- 
struments, eg a cornet, for changing the pitch 
by changing the length of the column of air. 
val-vu-lar /'velvjula(r)/ adj of valves(2). 

vampire /'vempaia(r)/ и [С] (in stories, etc) 
corpse that comes to life at night and sucks the 
blood of sleeping persons. 
‘vampire bat, sort of blood-sucking bat. 

van' /ven/ и [С] 1 roofed motor-vehicle for 
carrying and delivering goods: a ‘furniture ~. 
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2 (GB) roofed railway carriage for goods: the 
‘luggage ~. 

van? /ven/ п [С] 1 front or leading part of an 
army or fleet in battle. 2 those persons who 
lead a procession or (fig) a movement: in the ~ 
of scientific progress. 
'yvan-guard, advance party of an army, etc as 
a guard against surprise attack. 

van-dal /'vendl/ п [С] person who delib- 
erately destroys works of art or public and 
private property. 
van-dal-ism /-1zom/ и [U] destruction by 
vandals. 

vane /vein/ n[C]1 arrow or pointer on the top 
of a building, turning to show the direction of 
the wind. 2 blade of a propeiler, or other flat 
surface acted on by wind or water. 

van-guard /'venga:d/n © van?. 

va-nilla /va'nilo/ n 1 [С] (pods or beans of) 
plant with sweet-smelling flowers. 2 [U] sub- 
stance from vanilla beans or synthetic product 
used for flavouring: two ~ ices. 

van-ish /'venif/ vi suddenly disappear; fade 
away gradually; go out of existence: The thief 
ran into the crowd and ~ed. 

van-ity /'venoti/ п (pl -ies) 1 [Ч] having too 
high an opinion of one’s looks, abilities, etc: 
do something out of ~. 2 [U] quality of being 
unsatisfying, without true value: the ~ of 
pleasure; [С] vain, worthless thing or act: the 
vanities of life. 

van-quish /'venkwif/ vt defeat (the usual 
word). 

va-por-ize (also -ise) /'verporaiz/ уу 
change, be changed, into vapour. 

va-pour (US = va-por) /'veipo(r)/ п [U] 
steam; mist; gas to which certain substances 
may be reduced by heat: 'water ~. 

vari-able /'veariobl/ adj varying; changeable: 
~ winds; ~ standards. п п [С] variable thing or 
quantity; factor which may vary, eg in an ex- 
periment. 
vari-abil-ity /,veorio'biloti/ и [0] 
vari-ably /-abli/ adv 

variant /'veoriont/ adj different or alterna- 
tive: ~ spellings of a word (eg ‘programme’ 
and ‘program’). а п [С] variant form (eg of 
spelling): American English ~s. 

vari-ation /|,veori'eifn/ и 1 [C,U] (degree of) 
varying or being variant: ~(s) of temperature. 
2 [С] (music) simple melody repeated in a dif- 
ferent form: ~s on a theme by Mozart. 3 [Ч] 
(biology) change in bodily structure or form 
caused by new conditions, environment, etc; 
[C] instance of such change. 

vari-cose vein /|,verikous 'vem/ adj vein 
that has become permanently swollen or 
enlarged. 

var-ied /'veorid/ adj 1 of different sorts: the ~ 
scenes of life. 2 full of changes or variety: а ~ 
career. 

varie-gated /'veorigeitid/ adj marked ir- 
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regularly with differently coloured patches: 
The flowers of pansies are often~. 
varie-ga-tion /,veor!'geifn/n{U] 

var-tety /va'rasoti/ n (pl -ies) 1 [0] quality of 
not being the same, or not being the same at all 
times: a life full of ~. 2 (sing only) number or 
range of different things: for a ~ of reasons. 3 
[С] (biology) subdivision of a species. 4 [С] 
kind or sort which differs from others of the 
larger group of which it is a part: rare varieties 
of early postage stamps. 5 [0] kind of enter- 
tainment consisting of singing, dancing, 
comedy, etc: a'~ act. 

vari-ous /'veorios/ adj different; of a number 
of different sorts: for ~ reasons; at ~~ times. 
vari-ous-ly adv 

var-nish /'va:nif/ я [СО] (particular kind of) 
(liquid used to give a) hard, shiny, transparent 
coating on a surface. п vt put a coating of 
varnish on: Some women ~ their toe-nails. 

varsity /'va:sati/ п [С] (p/ -ies) (GB informal) 
= university. 

vary /'veori/ vi,vt (pt,pp -ied) be, become, 
cause to become, different: They ~ in weight 
from 3 to 5 kilos. 

vas-cu-lar /'veskjula(r)/ adj (anat) of, made 
up of, containing, vessels or ducts through 
which blood, lymph, flows: ~ tissue. 

vase /va:z US: veis/ п [С] vessel of glass, pot- 
tery, etc for cut flowers, or as an ornament. 

va-sec-tomy /vz'sektomi/ п [C,U] (pl -ies) 
surgical operation to make a man sterile. 

vast /va:st (5: vest/ adj immense; extensive: 
~ sums of money; a~ expanse of desert. 
vast-ly adv. ~ly (= greatly) improved. 
vast-ness 7 [0] 

vat /vet/ п [С] large vessel for holding liquids, 
esp in brewing, dyeing. 

vault’ /vo:lt/ и [С] 1 arched roof; series of ar- 
ches forming a roof. 2 underground room or 
cellar (with or without an arched roof) as a 
place of storage ('wine-~s), or for burials (eg 
under a church), or for keeping valuables safe: 
keep one’s jewels ina'bank ~. 

vault? /vo:lt/ vi,vt jump in a single movement, 
with the hand(s) resting on something, or with 
the help of a pole: ~ (over) a fence. a п [С] 
jump made in this way. > pole-vault. 
'yault-ing-horse, apparatus for practice т 
vaulting. 
vaulter, person who vaults: a'pole-~er. 

veal /vi:l/ п [0] flesh of a calf eaten as food. 

veer /vio(r)/ vi change direction: The wind 
~ed round to the north. Opinion ~ed in our 
favour. 

veg-etable /'ved3tabl/ adj of, from, relating 
to, plants or plant life: ~ oils. оп [С] plant, esp 
one used for food, eg potatoes, cabbages, car- 
rots. 
vegetable kingdom, all plant life. > king- 
dom(3). 

veg-etar-ian |,vedzi'tearion/ и [С] person 
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who eats no meat: (as an adjective) a~ diet. 

veg-etate /'vedzitert/ vi lead a dull life with 
little activity, thought or interest. 

veg-eta-tion /,vedzi'tefn/ п [9] plants 
generally and collectively: a desert with no sign 
of ~ anywhere. 

ve-he-ment /'vi:omont/ adj (formal) 1 (of 
feelings) strong, eager. 2 (of persons, their 
speech, behaviour, etc) filled with, showing, 
strong or eager feeling: ~ passions. 
ve-he-ment-ly adv 

ve-hicle /'vi:kl/ п [С] 1 carriage (car, lorry, 
van, bus, etc) (usually wheeled) for moving 
goods or passengers on land (and in space). 2 
means by which thought, feeling, etc can be 
carried: Art can be used as a ~ for|of propa- 
ganda. 
ve-hicu-lar /vi:'hikjola(r)/ adj (a) related to, 
consisting of, carried by, vehicles: The road is 
closed to vehicular traffic. (b) vehicular lan- 
guage, one used as a means of communication 
between people with different languages, eg 
English in Nigeria. 

veil /veil/ п [С] 1 covering of fine net or other 
material to protect or hide a woman’s face: 
She lowered her ~. 2 (fig) something that 
hides cr disguises: a ~~ of mist. vt1 puta veil 
over: Not all Muslim women are ~ed. 2 (fig) 
hide: He could not ~ his distrust. 
veil-ing, light material used for veils. 

vein /vein/ и [С] 1 blood-vessel along which 
blood flows from all parts of the body to the 
heart. 2 one of the lines in some leaves or in the 
wings of some insects. 3 coloured line or 
streak in some kinds of stone, eg marble. 4 
(fig) characteristic: There is а ~~ of madness in 
him. 5 crack in rock, filled with mineral or ore: 
а ~ of gold. 6 mood; way of thinking: in an 
imaginative ~. 

vel-oc-ity /vi'losoti/n (formal) = speed. 

ve-lours, ve-lour /va'lua(r)/ п [U] fabric 
like velvet. 

vel-vet /'velvit/ п [О] cloth wholly or partly 
made of silk with a thick soft pile on one side. 
vel-vety adj smooth and soft like velvet. 

ve-nal /'vi:nl/ adj 1 (of persons) ready to do 
something dishonest (eg using influence or 
position) for money: ~ politicians. 2 (of con- 
duct) influenced by, done for, (possible) pay- 
ment: ~ practices. 
ve-nally /-nali/ adv 

ve-neer /vi'nia(r)/ n 1 [СУ] (thin layer of) 
fine quality wood glued to the surface of 
cheaper wood (for furniture, etc). 2 (fig) sur- 
face appearance (of politeness, etc) covering 
the true nature: a ~ of kindness. а vt put a 
veneer оп: ~ a desk. 

ven-er-able /'venorabl/ adj 1 deserving re- 
spect because of age, character, associations, 
etc: a ~ abbot. 2 (C of Е) title of an arch- 
deacon. 3 (RC Church) title of a person who is 
in the process of being canonized. 
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ven-er-ate /'vensreit/ vt regard with deep 
respect: They ~ the oidinan’s memory. 
ven-er-ation /,vens'reifn/ n[U] 

ve-nereal /vi'niorial/ adj of, communicated 
by, sexual intercourse: ~ diseases. 

ven-geance /'vendzans/ n[U] 1 revenge; the 
return of injury for injury: take ~ on an 
enemy. 2 (informal) to a greater degree than is 
norma!, expected or desired: The rain came 
down "ий а гм. 

venge:ful /'vend3fl/ adj showing a desire for 
revenge. 

ve-nial /'vi:nial/ adj (of a sin, error, fault) 
excusable. 

ven-ison /'venisn/ и [0] flesh of a deer eaten 
as food. 

venom /'venam/ и [U] 1 poisonous fluid of 
certain snakes. 2 (fig) hate; spite. 
ven-om-ous /'venamas/ adj deadly; spiteful: 
~ous snakes|criticism. 
ven-om-ous-ly adv 

ve-nous /'vi:nas/ adj 1 (anat) of the veins: ~ 
blood. 2 (botany) having veins: а ~ leaf. 

vent /vent/ и [С] 1 hole serving as an inlet or 
outlet for air, gas, liquid, etc, eg a hole in the 
top of a barrel for air to enter as liquid is 
drawn out. 2 means of escape: The floods 
found а ~ through the dykes. 3 (sing only) out- 
let for one’s feelings. give vent to, give free 
expression to: He gave ~ 10 his feelings in an 
impassioned speech. о vt find or provide an 
outlet for: He ~ed his anger on his long- 
suffering wife. 

ven-ti-late /'ventileit/ vt cause (air) to move 
in and out freely: ~ а room. 
ven-ti-la-tor /'ventilerta(r)/ device for venti- 
lating. 
ven-ti-la-tion /,venti'leifn/ 1 [О] 

ven-ture /'ventfa(r)/ и [СЧ] undertaking in 
which there is risk: а 'business ~. о vt,vi1 take 
the risk of, expose to, danger or loss: ~ too 
near the edge of a cliff. 2 go so far as, dare: ~ 
(to put forward) an opinion; ~ a guess. 

Venus /'vi:nos/ п (astron) planet second in 
order from the sun. 

ve-ran-dah, ve-randa /vo'rendo/ п [С] 
roofed and floored open space along the 
side(s) of a house, sports pavilion, etc. 

verb /v3:b/ п [С] word showing what a person 
or thing does, what state he or it is in, what is 
becoming of him or it. > phrasal verb; intran- 
sitive, transitive. (Note: abbr vt, vi used in this 
dictionary.) 

ver-bal /'v3:bi/ adj 1 of or in words: have a 
good ~ memory, be able to remember well the 
exact words of a statement, etc. 2 spoken, not 
written: а ~ statement. 3 word for word, liter- 
al: а ~ translation. 4 of verbs: a ~ noun (eg 
swimming in the sentence ‘Swimming is a good 
exercise’). 
ver-bally /'v3:bal1/ adv in spoken words, not 
in writing. 
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ver-bal-ize (also -ise) /'v3:balaiz/ vt put into 
words. 

ver-ba-tim = _/v3:'beitm/ adv exactly as 
spoken or written: report а speech~. 

ver-bi-age /'v3:biid3/ п [U] (use of) unneces- 
sary words for the expression of an idea, etc. 

ver-bose /v3:'bous/ adj using, containing, 
more words than are needed: a ~ 5реесй| 
speaker. 

ver-bose-ly adv 

ver-bos.ity /v3:'bpsati/ п [Ч] 

ver-dict /'v3:dikt/ п [С] 1 decision reached by 
a jury on a question of fact in a law case: The 
jury brought in a ~ of guilty|not guilty. > 
open verdict. 2 decision or opinion given 
after testing, examining or experiencing some- 
thing: The popular ~ (= The opinion of 
people in general) was against the strike. 

verge /v3:d3/ n 1 [С] edge; border (eg strip of 
grass at the side of a road). 2 be on the 
verge of, be very close to, on the border of: 
The country is on the ~ of disaster. 0 vi ap- 
proach closely, border (on): Such ideas ~ on 
stupidity. 

verger /'v3:d3a(r)/ п [C] 1 (С of Е) official 
with various duties (eg opening pews for wor- 
shippers). 2 officer who carries a staff before a 
bishop in a cathedral, a vice-chancellor in a 
university, etc. 

ver-ify /'verifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) 1 test the truth 
or accuracy of: ~ а report/statement. 2 (of an 
event, etc) show the truth of: Subsequent 
events verified my suspicions. 

veri-fi-abile /'verifaiabl/ adj that can be veri- 
fied. 

veri-fi-ca-tion /,verifi'ke1fn/ n[U] 

vert-table /'veritabl/ adj rightly named: a ~ 
liar. 

ver-mil-ion /va'milion/ adj, п [U] bright red 
(colour). 

ver-min /'v3:min/ я [U] (used with a р/ verb, 
but not with numerals) 1 wild animals (eg rats, 
weasels, foxes) harmful to plants, birds and 
other animals. 2 parasitic insects (eg lice) 
sometimes found on the bodies of human be- 
ings and other animals. 3 (fig) human beings 
who are harmful to society. 

ver-min-ous /'v3:minas/ adj 

ver-nacu-lar /va'nezkjula(r)/ adj (of a word, 
a language) of the country mentioned: a ~ 
language, native language. о п [С] language ог 
dialect of acountry or district. 

ver-sa-tile /'vs:sotail US: -tl/ adj interested 
in and clever at many different things; having 
various uses: a ~~ mind|invention. 
ver-sa-til-ity /,v3:so'tiloti/ и [Ч] 

verse /уз:5/ 1 [U] (form of) writing arranged 
in lines, each conforming to a pattern of ac- 
cented and unaccented syllables: prose and~. 
¢> blank verse. 2 [С] group of lines of this 
kind forming a unit in a rhyme scheme: a 
poem|hymn of five ~s. 3 [C] one line of verse 
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with a definite number of accented syllables: a 
few ~s from Tennyson. 4 one of the short 
numbered divisions of a chapter in the Bible. 

versed /vs:st/ adj versed in, skilled or ex- 
perienced in: well ~ in mathematics] the arts. 

ver-sion /'v3:[n US: 'Уэгзп/ п [С] 1 account 
of an event, etc from the point of view of one 
person: There were three ~s of what 
happenedlof what the Prime Minister said. 2 
translation into another language: a new ~ of 
the Bible. 

ver-sus /'v3:sas/ prep (Latin) (in law and 
sport; often shortened to v in print) against: 
Robinson v Brown; England v Brazil. 

ver-te-bra /'v3:tibra/ и [С] (pl ~e /-bri:/) any 
one of the sections of the backbone. 
ver-te-brate /'vs:tibrat/ п [С], adj (animal, 
bird, etc) having a backbone. 

ver-ti-cal /'v3:tikl/ adj (of a line or plane) ata 
right angle to the earth’s surface or to another 
line or surface. о п [C] vertical line. г> hori- 
zontal. 

ver-ti-cally /-kli/ adv 

verve /vs:v/ п [U] enthusiasm, spirit, vigour 
(esp in artistic or literary work). 

very’ /'veri/ adj 1 itself and no other; truly 
such: At that ~ moment the phone rang. You're 
the ~ man I want to see. 2 extreme: at the ~ 
end/beginning; the letter at the ~ top of the 
pile. 

very? /'veri/ adv 1 (used to show intensity with 
adverbs, adjectives): ~ quicklyllittle. very 
well, (often used to show agreement after 
persuasion or argument, or obedience to a 
command, request, etc): V~ well, doctor, ГИ 
give up smoking. 2 (with a superlative) in the 
highest possible degree: at the ~ latest. 

vessel /'vesl/ п [С] 1 hollow receptacle, esp 
for a liquid, eg a bucket, bowl, bottle, cup. 2 
ship or large boat. >> blood-vessel. 

vest! /vest/ и [С] 1 (GB) underwear worn on 
the upper part of the body next to the skin. 
(US = undershirt). 2 (US) waistcoat. 

vest? /vest/ vt furnish or give as a fixed right: 
~ aman with authority/rights in an estate. 

ves-tige /'vestid3/ и [C] 1 trace or sign; small 
remaining bit of evidence of what once exist- 
ed: There is not a ~ of truth in the report. 2 
(anat) organ, or part of one, which is a survi- 
val of something that once existed: A human 
being has the ~ of a tail. 

ves-tigial /ve'stid3ial/ adj surviving (in re- 
duced size, etc) from an earlier form: the 
vestigial legs on some snakes. 

vest-ment /'vestmont/ и [С] ceremonial 
robe as worn by a priest in church. 

ves-try /'vestri/ п [С] (р/ -ies) 1 part of a 
church where vestments are kept. 2 room ina 
non-conformist church used for Sunday 
School, prayer meetings, etc. 

vet! /vet/ п [С] (informal) (abbr for) veterinary 
surgeon. 


vet/view | 
vet? /vet/ vt (-tt-) (informal) 1 give (а person) а 


medical examination. 2 (GB) examine closely — 


and critically, eg qualifications, etc: He must 

` be thoroughly ~ ted before he’s given the job. 

vet-eran /'vetoran/ п [С] 1 person who has 
had much or long experience, eg as a soldier: a 
~ teacher. 2 (of cars) of the years before 1916: 
a~ Rolls Royce.3 (US) any ex-service man. 

vet-erin-ary /'vetrinori US: -пеп/ adj of ог 
concened with the diseases and injuries of 
(esp farm and domestic) animals: a ~ 
surgeon|college. 

veto /'vi:tou/ п [С] (pl ~es) constitutional 
right of a sovereign, president, legislative as- 
sembly or other body, or a member of the 
United Nations Security Council, to reject or 
forbid something; statement that rejects or 
prohibits something: exercise a power of ~. 9 
vt put a veto on: The police ~ed the demonstra- 
tion that the workers wanted. 

vex /veks/ vt (formal) annoy; distress; He was 
~ed at his failure. 
vex-ation /vek'seifn/ и [U] state of being 
vexed; [C] something that vexes. 

Via /'vaia/ prep (Latin) by way of: travel from 
London to Paris ~ Dover. 

vi-able /'vaisbl/ adj capable of existing, deve- 
loping and surviving. 
vi-abil-ity /,varo'biloti/ и [9] 

vi-aduct /'varodakt/ n [С] long bridge (usual- 
ly with many arches) carrying a road, railway 
or canal across a valley. 

vial /'varol/ п [С] small bottle (for medicine). 

vi-brant /'vaibront/ adj vibrating: the ~ notes 
of acello. 

vi-brate /vai'bre:t US: 'varbreit/ vi,vt 1 
(cause to) move quickly and continuously 
backwards and forwards: The house ~s 
whenever a heavy lorry passes. 2 (of stretched 
strings, the voice) throb; quiver: The strings of 
a piano ~ when the keys are struck. 

vi-bra-tion /vai'breifn/ n [С] 1 vibrating 
movement: We felt ~s as the train passed. 2 
(pl) (informal) sensation, ‘influence: good ~s 
from anew house/a handsome colleague. 

vicar /'vika(r)/ и [С] 1 (C of E) clergyman in 
charge of a parish. 2 (RC Church) deputy; rep- 
resentative: the ~ of Christ, the Pope. 
vicar-age /'vikorid3/ п [С] vicar’s residence. 

vi-cari-ous /vi'keorias US: vat'k-/ adj (for- 
mal) done, experienced, by one person for an- 
other or others: the ~ sufferings of Jesus. 
vi-cari-ous-ly adv 

vice’ /vais/ n [C,U] (any particular kind of) 
evil conduct or practice: Torture isa~. 

vice? (US = vise) /vais/ п [С] apparatus with 
strong clamps in which things can be held 
tightly while being worked on. 

vice- /vais-/ prefix person who is next in rank 
to and may act for another: vice-president. 

vice versa /|,vaisd 'v3:sa/ adj (Latin) the 
other way round; with the terms or conditions 
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reversed: We gossip about them and ~, and 
they gossip about us. 

vi-cin-ity /vi'sinoti/ п (р/ -ies) 1 [U] nearness; 
closeness of relationship: in close ~ to the 
church. 2 [С] neighbourhood: There isn’t a 
good school in the ~. 

vi-cious /'vifas/ adj 1 evil (the usual word): а 
~ life. 2 given or done with evil intent: a ~ 
kick|look. 
ivicious 'circle, state of affairs in which a 
cause produces an effect which itself produces 
the original cause. 
vi-cious-ly adv 

vic-tim /'viktim/ и [C] 1 living creature killed 
and offered as a religious sacrifice. 2 person, 
animal, etc suffering injury, pain, loss, etc be- 
cause of circumstances, an event, war, an ac- 
cident, etc: the ~s of the earthquake. 
vic-tim-ize (also -ise) /-a1z/ vt select for ill- 
treatment because of real or alleged miscon- 
duct, etc: Trade union leaders claimed that 
some of their members had been ~ized, eg by 
being dismissed. 
vic-tim-iz-ation (also 
таите п US: -mi'z-/ n[U] 

vic-tor /'vikta(r)/ п [С] person who conquers 
or wins. 

Vic-tori-ous /vik'to:rias/ adj having gained 
the victory. 
vic-tori-ous-ly adv 

vic-tory /'vikteri/ п [C,U] (р/ -ies) (instance, 
occasion, of) success (in war, a contest, game, 
etc): gain/win a ~ over the enemy; lead the 
troops to ~~; (as an adjective) а ~ march. 

video /'vidisu/ [СХ] prefix recording and 
reproducing vision: ~ cassettes. 
'video recorder, for using video tape. 
‘video tape, magnetic tape for recording 
sound and vision, eg of television pro- 
grammes. 

vie /vai/ vi vie with sb/for sth, compete 
(the usual word): The two boys ~d with one an- 
other for the first place. 

view’ /vju:/ п 1 [U] state of seeing or being 
seen; field of vision: The speaker stood in full ~ 
of the crowd, could see them and could be seen 
by them. in view of, considering, taking into 
account: In ~ of the facts, it seems useless to 
continue. on view, being shown or exhibited: 
The latest summer fashions are now оп ~ in the 
big shops. come into view, become visible: 
As we came round the corner the lake came into 
~.2[C] (picture, photograph, etc of) natural 
scenery, landscape, etc: a house with a fine ~ of 
the mountains. 3 [C] opportunity to see or in- 
spect something: a private ~, eg of paintings, 
before public exhibition. 4 [C] personal opin- 
ion; mental attitude; thought or observation 
(on a topic, subject): She had/expressed strong 
~s on the subject of equal pay for men and 
women. & point'(4). 5 aim; intention; pur- 
pose. with a/the view to/of, with the in- 


-isation) /,vikti- 
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- tention or hope: with a~ to saving trouble. 
'view-finder, device in a camera showing 
the area, etc that will be photographed. 
'vView-point, = point of view. 

view? /vju:/ vt look at; examine; consider: The 
subject may be ~ed in various ways. How do 
you ~ the situation? What do you think about 
it? 
viewer /'vju:a(r)/, (esp) (television) ~er, per- 
son watching a television programme. 

vigil /'vid3il/ п 1 [9] staying awake to keep 
watch or to pray: keep ~ over a sick child. 2 
(pl) instances of this: tired out by her long ~s.3 
[C] eve of a religious festival, esp when observ- 
ed with prayer and fasting. 

vigi-lance /'vidzilons/ п [U] watchfulness; 
keeping watch: use ~. 

vigi-lant /'vid3ilont/ adj watchful. 

vig-our (US = vigor) /'viga(r)/ п [U] mental 
or physical strength; energy; forcefulness (of 
language). 
vig-or-ous /'vigaras/ adj strong; energetic. 
vig-or-ous-ly adv 

vile /vail/ adj (-r, -st) 1 shameful and disgust- 
ing: ~ habits/language. 2 (informal) very bad: 
~ weather. 
vile-ly /'vailli/ adv 

vil-ify /'vilifai/ vt (pt,pp -ied) say evil things 
about (a person). 

vil -ifi-ca-tion Душе [п/ п [0] 

villa /'vila/ п [C] (pl ~s) 1 (GB) detached ог 
semi-detached house, esp one on the outskirts 
of a town: No 13 Laburnum Villas. 2 country 
house with a large garden, esp in Italy or S 
France. 

vil-lage /'vilid3/ п [С] place smaller than a 
town, where there are houses and shops, and 
usually a church and school: (as an adjective) 
the ~ post office. 
vil-lager /'vilidza(r)/, person who lives in a 
village. 

vil-lain /'vilon/ п [С] (esp in drama) wicked 
person. 
vil-lain-ous /vilonas/ adj evil: ~ous acts. 
vil-lainy 2 [0] wicked behaviour, action. 

vin-di-cate /‘vindikeit/ vt show or prove the 
truth, justice, validity, etc (of something that 
has been attacked or disputed): ~ a claim. 
Events have ~d his judgement/actions. 
vin-di-ca-tion /,vindi'kerfn/ n[C,U] 

vin-dic-tive /vin'diktiv/ adj having or show- 
ing a desire for revenge. 
vin-dic-tive-ly adv 

vine /vain/ п [С] 1 climbing plant whose fruit 
is the grape. 2 any plant with slender stems 
that trails or climbs (eg melons, peas). 
vin-ery /'vainari/, greenhouse for vines. 
vine-yard /'vinjad/, area of land planted with 
grape-vines. 

vin-egar /'viniga(r)/ п [С] acid liquor (made 
from malt, wine, cider, etc) used in flavouring 
food and for pickling. 
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vin-egary /'vinigori/ adj like vinegar. 

vin-tage /'vintid3/ n 1 [С] (rarely pl) (period 
or season of) grape harvesting: The ~ was lat- 
er than usual last year. 2 [C,U] (wine from) 
grapes of a particular year: of the ~ of 1973; а 
~ year, one in which good wine was made. 3 
(as an adjective) of a period in the past and 
having a reputation for high quality: а ~ car, 
one built between 1916 and 1930. 

vint-ner /'vintna(r)/ п [С] wine-merchant. 

vi-ny! /'vainil/ я [СХ] (kinds of) tough, flex- 
ible plastic, used for coverings, clothing, etc. 

vi-ola /vi'auls/ п [С] tenor violin, of larger size 
than the ordinary violin. 

vi-ol-ate /'vasoleit/ у! 1 break (an oath, a 
treaty, etc); act contrary to (what one’s ссп- 
science tells one to do, etc). 2 act towards 
without proper respect: ~ a person’s privacy. 
3 commit rape. 
vi-ol-ation /,vaio'lerfn/ n[C,U] 

vi-ol-ence /'vaislons/ и [U] state of being 
violent; violent conduct: robbery with ~. 

vi-ol-ent /'vaiclont/ adj 1 using, showing, ac- 
companied by, great force: a ~ wind|attack| 
temper. 2 caused by a cruel attack: meet а ~ 
death. 3 severe: ~ toothache. 
vi-olent-ly adv 

vi-olet /'vaialot/ и 1 [С] small wild or garden 
plant with sweet-smelling flowers. 2 [U] 
biuish-purple colour (of wild violets). 

vi-olin /,vaio'lin/ п [С] four-stringed musical 
instrument played with a bow. 
vi-olin-ist /-1st/, player of a violin. 

vi-olon-cello /,varslon'tfelou/ п [С] (pl ~s) 
(abbr cello /'tfelou/) large bass violin held be- 
tween the player’s knees. 

vi-per /'vaipo(r)/ п [С] kinds of poisonous 
snake, esp the common ~, the adder. 

vir-gin /'v3:d3in/ п [С] girl or woman who has 
not experienced sexual union. п adj1 pure and 
chaste. 2 pure and untouched: ~ snow. 3 in 
the original condition; unused: ~ soil, soil 
never before used for crops. 
vir-gin-ity /vo'd3zinoti/ и [U] state of being a 
Virgin. 

vir-ginal /'v3:d3nl/ adj of, suitable for, a vir- 
gin. 

Virgo /'уз:9э0/ п the Virgin, sixth sign of the 
zodiac. 

vir-ile /'virail US: 'virl/ adj 1 having or show- 
ing strength, energy, manly qualities: a~ style 
(of writing). 2 (of men) able to have sexual in- 
tercourse. 
м. Пу /vi'riloti/ n [U] masculine strength 
and vigour; sexual power. 

vir-tua! /'vs:tfual/ adj being in fact, acting as, 
what is described, but not accepted openly or 
in name as such: a~ defeat/confession. 
vir-tu-ally /-tfuli/ adv 

vir-tue /'va:tfu:/ п 1 [C,U] (any particular 
kind of) goodness or excellence: Patience is a 
~. 2 [U] chastity, esp of women: a woman of 


virtuosity /vivisect 


easy ~, one who is promiscuous. 3 [U] ability 
to produce a definite result: Have you any faith 
in the ~ of herbs to heal sickness? 4 advantage: 
The great ~ of the scheme is that it costs very 
little. 5 by/in virtue of, by reason of; be- 
cause of: He claims a pension by ~ of his age. 
vir-tu-ous /'v3:tfuas/ adj having, showing, 
virtue(1). 
vir-tu-ous-ly adv 

vir-tu-os-ity /,v3:tfu'psati/ и [U] special ar- 
tistic skill. 

viru-fent /'virjuolont/ adj 1 (of poison) strong; 
deadly. 2 (of ill-feeling, hatred) very strong. 3 
(of words, etc) full of hatred. 4 (of diseases, 
etc) very dangerous; malignant. 
viru-ient-ly adv 

vi-rus /'vaioras/ и [С] (p/ ~es) any of various 
poisonous elements, smaller than bacteria, 
causing the spread of infectious disease. 

visa /'vi:za/ п [С] (р/ ~s) stamp or signature 
put on a passport to show that it has been ex- 
amined and approved by the officials of a 
foreign country which the owner intends to 
visit (‘entrance or ‘entry ~) or leave (‘exit ~~). о 
vt put a visa in: get one’s passport ~ed |'vizad/ 
before going to Poland. 

vis-count /'vaikaunt/ и [С] nobleman higher 
in rank\than a baron, lower than an earl. 
vis-count-ess /-1s/ и [С] wife of a viscount; 
female viscount. 

vis-ible /'vizab!/ adj that can be seen; that is 
in sight: The eclipse will be ~ to observers in 
western Europe. 
vis-ibly /-abli/ adv in a way that is obvious: 
She was visibly annoyed. 
vis-ibil-ity /,vizo'biloti/ п [9] (esp) condition 
of the atmosphere for seeing things at a dis- 
tance: The aircraft returned because of poor 
visibility. 

vi-sion /'vizn/ п 1 [U] power of seeing or 
imagining, looking ahead, grasping the truth: 
the field of ~, all that can be seen from a cer- 
tain point; aman of ~. 2 [С] something seen or 
imagined, dreamt, etc: Have you ever had ~s 
of great wealth? 

vi-sion.-ary /'viznori US: -ner1/ adj 1 existing 
only in a vision or the imagination; unpractic- 
al: ~ schemes. 2 (of persons) having grand 
ideas; dreamy. си [С] (pl -ies) visionary per- 
son. 

visit /'vizit/ vt,vi 1 go to see (a person); go to 
(a place) for a time: ~ a friend; ~ Rome. 2 go 
to in order to inspect or examine Officially: 
Restaurant and hotel kitchens are ~ed regular- 
ly by officers of public health. a п [С] act, time, 
of visiting: paya~ ona рен [а patient; а > of 
several hours. 
vis: it-ing л [0] paying visits: '~ing hours at a 
hospital. 

visi-tor /'vizita(r)/ п [С] person who visits; 
person who stays at a place: summer ~s, eg at 
a holiday resort. 
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visi-ta-tion /,vizi'ter{n/ и [С] 1 official visit, 
eg one made by a bishop or priest. 2 disaster 
considered as a punishment from God: The 
famine was a~ of God for their sins. 

vi-sor /'vaiza(r)/ п [С] 1 (in former times) 
movable part of a helmet, covering the face. 2 
peak of a cap or similar part of a crash-helmet. 

vista /'visto/ и [С] (р/ ~s) 1 long, narrow 
view: a ~ of the church at the end of an avenue 
of trees. 2 (fig) series of scenes, events, etc 
which*one can look back on or forward to: 
new ~s of scientific discoveries. 

vis-ual /'vizual/ adj concerned with, used in, 
seeing: She has a~ memory, is able to remem- 
ber well things she sees. 
ivisual ‘aids, (eg in teaching) pictures, film- 
strips, films, etc. 
ivisual dis'play unit (computers) device, 
like a television screen and usually with a key- 
board that can show data stored in a 
computer. 
vis-ually /'vizuali/ adv 

vis-ual-ize (also -ise) /'vi:zualaiz/ vt imagine 
(as a picture): J remember meeting the man two 
years ago but can’t ~ him, remember what he 
looked like. 

vi-tal /'vaitl/ adj 1 of, connected with, neces- 
sary for, living: Air is ~ for all animals. 2 sup- 
reme; indispensable: of ~ importance. 
\vital sta'tistics, (a) figures relating to the 
duration of life, and to births, marrtages and 
deaths. (b) (modern informal) woman’s 
measurements at bust, waist and hips. 
vi-tally /'vaitali/ adv: ~ly important. 

vi-tal-ity /vai'teloti/ п [U] 1 capacity to en- 
dure, survive, perform functions: Can an artif- 
icial language have any ~? 2 energy, liveliness: 
the ~ of young children. 

vi-tal-ize (also -ise) /'vaitolaiz/ vt put energy, 
strength into. 

vit-amin /'vitomin US: 'vait-/ п [С] any of a 
number of organic substances which are 
present in certain foods and are essential to 
the health of man and other animals. 

vit-reous /'vitrios/ adj of or like glass: ~ 
rocks. 

vit-riolic /,vitri'plik/ adj (of words, feelings) 
full of abuse. 

vi-va-cious § /vi'veifas/ adj lively; high- 
spirited: a~ girl. 
vi-va-cious-ly adv 
vi-vac.ity /vi'vesati/n[U] 

vivid /'vivid/ adj 1 (of colours, etc) intense; 
bright: a ~ flash of lightning. 2 lively; active: a 
~ imagination. 3 clear and distinct: have ~ 
recollections of a holiday in Italy. 
vivid-ly adv 

viv-ify /'vivifai/ vt (pt, pp -ied) (formal) give 
life to; animate. 

vivi-sect /,vivi'sekt/ vt operate or experi- 
ment on (living animals) Гог scientific 
research. 
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vivi-sec-tion /,vivi'sekfn/[C,U] 
vivi-sec-tion-ist /-1st/, person wh) vivisects 
or considers vivisection justifiable. 

vixen /'viksn/ п [С] 1 female fox. 2 bad- 
tempered woman. 

vo-cabu-lary /va'kebjuleri US: -leri/ п [С] 
(pl -ies) 1 total number of words which (with 
rules for combining them) make up a lan- 
guage: No dictionary could list the total ~ of a 
language. 2 [СХ] (range of) words known to, 
or used by, a person, in a profession, etc: a 
writer with a large ~. 3 [С] book containing а 
list of words; list of words used in a book, etc, 
usually with definitions or translations. 

vo-cal /'vaukl/ adj of, for, with or using, the 
voice: the ~ organs, lips, tongue, etc. 
vo-cally /-ali/ adv 
vo-cal-ist /'vaukolist/ п [С] singer. 
vo-cal-ize (also -ise) /-а12/ vt say or sing. 

vo-ca-tion /vau'keifn/ 1 1 (sing only) feeling 
that one is called to (and qualified for) a cer- 
tain kind of work (esp social or religious): 
Nursing, said Florence Nightingale, is а ~ as 
well as a profession. 2 [U] special ability (for): 
He has little or no ~ for teaching. 3 [C] per- 
son’s trade or profession. 
vo-ca-tional /-fanl/ adj of or for a voca- 
tion(3): ~al courses, eg at a polytechnic. 

vodka /'vodko/ и [C,U] (portion of) strong al- 
coholic drink distilled from rye, etc. 

vogue /voug/ п [С but usually sing] 1 current 
fashion; something currently being done or 
used: Are maxi-skirts still the ~? 2 popularity; 
popular use or acceptance: The Beatles had a 
great ~ many years ago. be in/come into 
vogue; be/go out of vogue, be/become 
(un)fashionable, (un)popular: When did the 
mini-skirt come into] go out of ~? 

voice /vois/ п 1 [U] sounds made when speak- 
ing or singing: He is not in good ~, not speak- 
ing or singing as well as usual. 2 [C] power of 
making such sounds: He has lost his ~~, cannot 
speak or sing properly, eg because of a bad 
cold. 3 [C,U] sounds made by a person, esp 
considered in relation to their quality: in a 
loud/soft ~. They gave ~ to their indignation. 
raise one’s voice, shout. shout at the 
top of one’s voice, shout as loudly as one 
can. 4[U] have/demand a voice in sth, a 
right to express an opinion on: / have no ~ in 
the matter. 5 [С] anything which may be com- 
pared or likened to the human voice as ex- 
pressing ideas, feelings, etc: the ~ of nature] 
reason. 6 [U] (gram) the contrast between ac- 
tive and passive as shown in the sentences: The 
dog ate the meat and The meat was eaten by the 
dog. п vt put into words: The spokesman ~d 
the feelings of the crowd. 

void /void/ adj 1 empty; vacant. 2 void of, 
without: a subject ~ of interest. 3 null and 
void, (legal) without force; invalid: The ag- 
reement, not having been signed, was null and 
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^. ап [С] space: There was an aching ~ in his 
heart, (fig) a feeling of sadness. с vt (legal) 
make void(3). 

vol-atile /'volotail US: -tl/ adj 1 (of a liquid) 
that easily changes into gas or vapour. 2 (of a 
person, his mood) changing quickly or easily 
from one mood or interest to another. 
vol-atil-ity /,volo'tiloti/ и [О] 

vol-cano /vol'keinau/ п [C] (р/ ~es or ~s) 
hill or mountain with openings (> crater) 
through which gases, lava, ashes, etc come up 
from below the earth’s crust (in an active ~), 
or may come up after an interval (in a dormant 
~), or have long stopped coming up (in an ex- 
tinct ~). 
vol-canic /vol'kenik/ adj of, from, like, a 
volcano. 

vole /vaul/ п [С] animal like a mouse or rat, 
esp a'water-~, large water-rat. 

vo-li-tion /va'lifn US: vau-/ n[U] act, power, 
of using one’s own will, of choosing, making a 
decision, etc: do something of one’s ownn. 

vol-ley /'voli/ п [С] 1 throwing or shooting of 
a number of stones, arrows, bullets, etc 
together. 2 succession of oaths, curses, ques- 
tions. 3 (tennis) stroke which returns the ball 
to the sender before it touches the ground. о 
vt,vi 1 (of guns) sound together. 2 return a 
tennis-ball across the net before it touches the 
ground. 
'volley-ball, game in which players on each 
side of a high net try to keep a ball in motion 
by hitting it with their hands back and forth 
over the net without letting it touch the 
ground. 

volt /vaolt/ п [С] (abbr м) unit of electrical 
force. 
volt-age /'vaultid3/ п [C,U] electrical force 
measured in volts. 

vol-uble /'voljubl/ adj talking, able to talk, 
very quickly and easily; (of speech) fluent. 
vol-ubly /-jubli/ adv 
vol-ubil-ity /,voljo'biloti/ n[U] 

vol-ume /'volju:m US: -jam/ п [С] 1 book, 
esp one of a set of books; number of sheets, 
papers, periodicals, etc bound together: an 
encyclopedia in 20 ~s. 2 [U] amount of space 
(expressed in cubic metres, etc) occupied by a 
substance, liquid or gas: the ~ of wine in a 
magnum bottle. 3 [С] large mass, amount or 
quantity: the ~ of business/work. 4 [С] (esp р/) 
masses of steam or smoke: ~s of black smoke. 
5 [0] (of sound) power; strength: Your radio 
has a'~ control. 

vol-umi-nous /voa'lu:minas/ adj (formal) 1 
(of writing) great in quantity: а ~ work/ 
history. 2 (of an author) producing many 
books. 3 occupying much space: ~ skirts. 

vol-un-tary /'volentri US: -tert/ adj 1 doing 
or ready to do things, willingly, without being 
forced; (something) done in this manner: ~ 
work|helpers; a ~ confession. 2 carried on, 


volunteer / wade 


supported by, voluntary work and gifts. 3 (op- 
posite = involuntary) (of bodily, muscular, 
movements) controlled by the will. 
vol-un-tar-ily /'volonirali US: ,volon'teral:/ 
ady 

vol-un-teer /,volon'tio(r)/ и [С] 1 person 
who offers to do something, esp unpleasant or 
dangerous. 2 soldier who is not conscripted: 
(as an adjective) а ~ corps. а vt,vi come for- 
ward as а volunteer: He ~ed some 
information|~ed to get some information. 

vo-lup-tu-ous /vo'laptfues/ adj of, for, 
causing or expressing, sensuous or sensual 
pleasures: ~ beauty. 
vo-lup-tu-ous-ly аду 

vomit /'vomit/ vt,vi 1 bring back from the 
stomach through the mouth: He ~ed every- 
thing he had eaten. He was ~ing blood. 2 send 
out in large quantities: factory chimneys ~ing 
smoke. an[U] food that has been vomited. 

voo-doo /'vu:du:/ п [0] form of religion, with 
sorcery and witchcraft, practised by some 
Negroes in the West Indies, esp Haiti. 

vo-ra-cious /voa'reifas/ adj (formal) very 
hungry or greedy: a ~ appetite; a ~ reader, 
one who reads many books. 
vo-ra-cious-ly аду in a voracious manner. 
vo-racity /va'rzsoti/ п [0] 

vor-tex /'vo:teks/ и [С] (р/ ~es or vortices 
/-tisi:z/) 1 mass of whirling fluid or wind, esp a 
whirlpool. 2 (fig) whirl of activity; system, 
pursuit, viewed as something that tends to ab- 
sorb people or things: the ~ of politics/war. 

vote /vout/ n [C] 1 (right to give an) expres- 
sion of opinion or will by persons for or 
against a person or thing, esp by ballot or by 
putting up of hands: Гт going to the polling- 
booth to record|/cast ту ~. vote of thanks, 
> thank. 2 total numbers of votes (to be) 
given (eg at a political election): Will the Lab- 
our ~ increase or decrease at the next election? 
3 money granted, by votes, for a certain pur- 
pose: the Army ~. в vi,vt 1 vote for/ 
against sb/sth, support/oppose by voting. 
vote on sth, express an opinion by voting. 2 
grant money (to): voting a sum of money for 
Education. 3 (informal) declare, by general 
opinion: He was ~d a fine teacher, The chil- 
dren gave this as their opinion. 4 suggest, pro- 
pose: J ~ (that) we avoid him in future. 
voter, person who (by right) votes. 

vouch /vautS/ vi vouch for sb/sth, be re- 
sponsible for, express confidence in (a person, 
his honesty, etc): ~ for him|his ability. 

voucher /'vautfa(r)/ п [С] receipt ог docu- 
ment showing payment of money, correctness 
of accounts, etc. г> gift voucher. 

vouch:safe /vautf'seif/ vt (formal) be kind 
enough to give, to do (something): He ~d to 
help. 

Vow /vau/ п [С] solemn promise or undertak- 
ing: 'marriage ~s; a~ of chastity; breaka~, 


726 


not do what one promised. o vt make a vow; 
promise or declare solemnly: He ^е4 to 
avenge|that he wouldavenge the insult. 

vowel /'vauval/ п [С] 1. vocal sound made 
without audible stopping of the breath. 2 let- 
ter or symbol used to represent such a sound 
(eg the letters а. e, i, o, u; the phonetic symbols 
}it, 1, ©. №, 0:, D, 9, 0, Ui, A, 33; 3/); 

моу-аде /'voud3/ п [С] journey by water, esp 
a long one in a ship: a ~ from London to Aus- 
tralia; during the ~ out/{home; on the outward 
homeward ~. 0 vi go on a voyage: ~ through 
the South Seas. 

voy-ager /'voiedza(r)/ я [С] person who 
makes a voyage (esp of those who, in former 
times, explored unknown seas). 

vul-gar /'valga(r)/ adj 1 rude; showing bad 
manners: ~ language/behaviourlideas; a ~ 
person. 2 showing the absence of taste'(5): ~ 
patterns on the carpets. 

i\wulgar 'fraction, one written in the usual 
way (eg 3), contrasted with a decimal fraction. 
vul-gar-ity /val'gzroati/ п (р! -ies) (a) [U] 
vulgar behaviour or taste'(5). (b) (p/) vulgar 
acts, words, etc. 

vul-gar-ly adv 

vul-ner-able /'valnrabl/ adj that is capable 
of being damaged; not protected against at- 
tack: a position ~ to attack; people who are ~ 
to criticism. 

vul-ner-abil-ity /,valnro'biloti/ п [U] 

vul-ture /'valtfa(r)/ n[C]1 kinds of large bird 
that live on the flesh of dead animals. 2 (fig) 
greedy person who profits from the misfor- 
tunes of others. 

vy:ing /'vain/ © vie. 


Ww 


W, w /'dabalju:/ (p/ W's, w’s) the 23rd letter 
of the English alphabet. 

wad /wod/ п [С] 1 lump of soft material for 
keeping things apart or in place, or to stop up 
a hole: ~s of cotton-wool. 2 collection of 
banknotes, documents, etc folded or rolled 
together. с vt (-dd-) stop up, hold in place, 
with a wad. 

waddle /'wodl/ vi walk with slow steps as a 
duck does: The baby ~d across the room. п п 
(sing only) this kind of walk. 

wade /weid/ vi,vt 1 walk with an effort 
(through water, mud or anything that makes 
progress difficult); walk across (something) in 
this way: He ~d across the stream. 2 wade 
in, make a strong attack. wade into sth, 
attack it with force. 
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'wading bird, long-legged water-bird that 
wades (opposite to web-footed birds that 
swim). 

wader, = wading bird. 

wa-fer /'weifa(r)/ п [С] 1 thin flat biscuit (as 
eaten with ice-cream). 2 small round piece of 
bread used in Holy Communion. 

waffle’ /'wofl/ п [С] small cake made of bat- 
ter baked in a special apparatus with two parts 
hinged together. 

waffle? /'wofl/ vi (GB informal) talk vaguely, 
unnecessarily, and without much _ result: 
What's she waffling about now? a п [О] talk or 
writing which (even when it sounds impres- 
sive) means little or nothing. 

waft /woft US: weft/ vt carry lightly and 
smoothly through the air or over water: The 
scent of the flowers was ~ed to us by the breeze. 
o n [С] light breeze, smell: ~s of fresh air 
through the window. 

wag /weg/ vt,vi (-gg-) (cause to) move from 
side to side or up and down: The dog ~ged its 
tail. сп [С] wagging movement: with a ~ of the 
tail. 

wage' /weid3/ я [С] payment made or 
received for work or services: His ~s are £50 а 
week. The postal workers have asked for a'\~ 
increase|rise of £25 a week. (Note: usually pl 
except when wage is used as an adjective: a 
w-freeze.) > fee(1), pay’, salary. 
'wage-earner, person who works for wages 
(contrasted with the salaried classes). 
'wage-freeze, official control of wage in- 
creases. 

wage? /weid3/ vt engage in (war, etc). 

wa-ger /'weid3a(r)/ п [С], vt,vi bet (the usual 
word). 

waggle /'wegl/ vt,vi = wag’. 

wag-gon (US usually wagon) /'wegon/ п 
[C} 1 four-wheeled vehicle for carrying goods, 
pulled by horses or oxen. > сам. 2 (US = 
freight car) open railway truck (eg for coal). 
> station-wagon. 

wa-gon-lit /,vegon Ш: US: ,vega:n/ п [С] (р! 
wagons-lit) sleeping-car (as on European 
railways). 

waif /weif/ п [С] homeless child: ~s and 
strays, homeless and abandoned children. 

wail /weil/ vi,vt 1 cry or complain in a loud 
voice: a ~ing child. 2 make a similar sound (eg 
of a siren): an ambulance racing through the 
streets with sirens ~ing. 3 (of the wind) make 
similar sounds. оля [С] wailing cry: the ~s of a 
newborn child. 

wain-scot /'weinskot/ и [С] wooden panel- 
ling (on the lower half of the walls of a room). 

waist /weist/[C]1 part of the body between 
the ribs and the hips: measure 60 centimetres 
round the ~. 2 that part of clothing that goes 
round the waist. 3 middle and narrow part: 
the ~ of a violin. 

waist-coat /'weiskaut US: 'weskat/, close- 


wafer /wake 


fitting sleeveless clothing worn under a coat or 
jacket, buttoned down the front (US = vest). 
'waist-band, part of a skirt, etc that fits 
round the waist. 
\waist-'deep adj, adv up to the waist: ~-deep 
in the mud. 
\waist-'high adj, adv high enough to reach 
the waist: The wheat was ~-high. 
'waist-line, part of the body, a dress, etc at 
the smallest part of the waist: a dress with a 
narrow ~line. 

wait’ /'weit/[C]1 act or time of waiting: We 
had along ~ for the bus. 2 [0] lie in wait for, 
be in hiding in order to attack, etc: The cat lay 
in ~ for the bird to fly down. 

wait? /'weit/ vi,vt 1 stay where one is, delay 
acting, until a person or thing comes or until 
something happens: Please ~ a minute. How 
long have you been ~ing? We are ~ing for bet- 
ter weather. We ~ed (in order) to see what 
would happen. wait up (for sb), delay going 
to bed. keep $Ь waiting, fail to meet him or 
be ready at the appointed time: His wife never 
keeps him ~ing. 2 (= await the usual word): 
He is ~ing his opportunity. 3 wait on sb, 
fetch and carry things for. wa/t on sb hand 
and foot, г> Папа!(1). 4 wait at, act asa 
waiter etc: ~ at table. 
'wait-ing list, list of persons who will be 
served, treated, etc later, if possible: Put me on 
a~ing list for two concert tickets. 
'wait-ing room, (a) room in a railway- 
station, etc used by people who are waiting for 
trains. (b) room (eg in a doctor’s or dentist’s 
house or office) where people wait until they 
can be attended to. 
waiter, man who serves food, etc in a 
restaurant, hotel dining-room, etc. 
wait-ress /'weitris/, female waiter. 

waive /weiv/ vt (say that one will) not insist 
on (a right or claim): ~ the age-limit. 
waiver /'weiva(r)/, (/ega/) (written statement) 
waiving (a right, etc): sign a ~ of claims 
against a person. 

wake! /weik/ vi,vt (pt woke /wouk/, рр 
woken /'waukan/) 1 stop sleeping: What time 
do you usually ~ (up)? He woke up witha start, 
suddenly. 2 cause to stop sleeping: Don’t ~ 
the baby. The noise woke me (up). 3 stir up 
from inactivity, inattention, etc: He needs 
someone to ~ him up, make him active, 
energetic. 
wak.ing adj being awake: waking or sleeping, 
while awake or asleep. 
waken /'werkan/ уг, уг (cause to) wake. 

wake? /weik/ п [C] 1 (usually p/; often 'W~s 
Week) annual holiday in N England, esp in 
the manufacturing towns of Lancashire. 2 (in 
Ireland) all-night watch with a corpse before 
burial, with grieving and drinking of alcoholic 
liquor. 

wake?® /weik/ п [C] track left by a ship on 


walk /want 


smooth water, eg as made by propellers. in 


the wake of, after; following: Traders ar-_ 


rived in the ~ of the explorers. 

walk' /wo:k/ п [С] 1 journey on foot, esp for 
pleasure or exercise: go fora ~. The station is 
ten minutes ~ from my house. 2 manner ог 
style of walking: / recognized him at once by his 
~.3 path or route for walking: my favourite 
~s in the neighbourhood. 4 walk of life, 
profession, occupation: They interviewed 
people from all ~s of life. 

walk? /wo:k/ vi,vt (for uses with adverbial par- 
ticles and prepositions, г> 5 below.) 1 (of per- 
sons) move by putting forward each foot in 
turn, not having both feet off the ground at 
once; (of animals) move at the slowest pace: 
We ~ed five miles. He was ~ing up and down 
the station platform. 2 cause to walk: He ~ed 
his horse up the hill. walk sb off his feet/ 
legs, tire him out by making him walk far. 3 
go over on foot: J have ~ed this district for 
miles round. 4 (used with various nouns). 
walk the plank, г> plank. walk the 
streets, be a prostitute Hence, 'street- 
walker n[C]. 
5 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 
walk about, walk in various directions, eg 
as a tourist. 'walk-about и [С] a walk among 
spectators in the streets (as a politician, etc 
does). 
walk away with sth, win (a competition) 
easily: The Russian team ~ed away with the 
gymnastics competition. 
walk off with sth, take (either on purpose 
or unintentionally): Someone has ~ed off with 
my umbrella. 
walk in, enter. 
walk into, meet with accidentally: ~ into an 
ambush. 
walk out, go on strike: The workers ~ed out 
yesterday. Hence, 'walk-out n [C]. walk 
out on sb, (informal) desert him (at a time 
when he is expecting help, etc). 
walk over sb, (informal) defeat him easily: 
She ~ed all over the other competitors. Hence, 
'walk-over n[C] easy victory. 
walk up, (a) (imperative) (used as on invita- 
tion to enter (a circus, show, etc). (b) walk 
along: ~ up the High Street. (c) walk upstairs. 
(d) approach: A stranger ~ed up (to me) and 
asked me the time. 

wall /wo:l/ п [С] 1 continuous, usually vertic- 
al, solid structure of stone, brick, concrete, 
wood, etc forming one of the sides of a build- 
ing or room, or used to enclose, divide or 
protect something (including land): Hang the 
picture on that ~. Some old towns have ~s 
right round them. have/with one’s back 
to the wall, > back?(1). be/go up the 
wall, (sl) be/become very angry. go to the 
wall, be defeated, especially financially. 2 
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(fig) something like a wall: a ~ of fire; the ab- 
dominal ~. о vt 1 (usually pp) surround with 
walls: а ~ed garden. 2 wall sth up/off, fill 
or close up with bricks, etc: ~ up a window. 
'wali-flower, (a) common garden plant 
with sweet-smelling flowers. (b) woman who 
does not dance because not asked. 
'wall-paper, paper with a coloured design, 
for covering the walls of rooms. 

wal-laby /'wolobi/ п [С] (p/ -ies) sorts of 
small kangaroo. 

wal.-let /'wolit/ п [С] folding case of leather, 
etc for banknotes, credit-cards, etc. 

wal-lop /'wolap/ уг (s/) beat severely; hit 
hard. оп [С] heavy blow; crash: Down he went 
witha~! 

wal-low /'wolou/ vi 1 roll about (in mud, 
dirty water, etc): pigs ~ing in the mud. 2 (fig) 
take great delight in: ~ing in success. оп [С] 
place to which animals (eg buffaloes) go regu- 
larly to wallow. 

wal-nut /'wo:Inat/ 1 1 [С] (tree producing а) 
nut with an kernel that can be eaten. 2 [U] the 
wood, used for making furniture. 

wal-rus /'wo:lras/ и [С] (р/ ~es) large sea- 
animal of the arctic regions with two long 
tusks. 

waltz /wo:is US: wo:lts/ п [С] (music for a) 
slow ballroom dance. а vi,vt (cause to) dance а 
waltz: She ~es divinely. 

wan /won/ adj (-nn-) 1 (of a person, his 
looks, etc) looking ill, sad, tired, anxious: a ~~ 
smile. 2 (of light, the sky) pale; not bright. 
wan-.-ly adv 

wand /wond/ n [C] slender stick or rod as 
used by а conjurer, fairy or magician. 

wan-der /'wonda(r)/ vi,vt 1 go from place to 
place without any special purpose or destina- 
tion: ~ up and down the road; ~ (through| 
over) the world. 2 leave the right path or direc- 
tion: Some of the sheep have ~ed away, are 
lost. We ~ed (for) miles and miles in the mist. 3 
allow the thoughts to go from subject to sub- 
ject: Don’t ~ from the subject/point. His mind 
is ~ing. 
ууап.Дегег, person or animal that wanders. 
wan-der-ings п р/ (a) long travels; journeys: 
tell the story of one’s ~ings. (b) confused 
speech during illness (esp high fever). 

wan-der-lust /'wondolast/ п [U] strong 
desire to travel. 

wane /wein/ vi 1 (of the moon) show a de- 
creasing bright area after full moon. & wax’. 
2 become less or weaker: His strength/ 
reputation is waning. с n esp on the wane, 
waning. 

wangle /'wengl/ vt (5/) get, arrange some- 
thing, by using improper influence, by trick- 
ery, persuasion, etc: ~ an extra week’s holi- 
day. оп [С] act of wangling. 

want! /wont/ 11 [U] scarcity; state of being 
absent: The plants died from ~ of water. Your 
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work shows ~ of thought/care. 2 [U] need; ab- 
sence of some necessary thing: Tne house is in 
~ of repair. 3 [С] (usually р/) desire for some- 
thing as necessary to life, happiness, etc; thing 
to be desired: We can supply all your ~s. 

want? /wont/ vt,vi 1 be in need of: That man 
~s а wife to look after him, needs to marry a 
woman who will look after him. [ don’ t~ (= I 
object to having) women meddling in my af- 
fairs. 2 wish for; have a desire for: She ~s to go 
to Italy. She ~s me to go with her. He is ~ed by 
the poiice, ie because he is suspected of having 
done wrong. (Note: want is used for something 
possible to get, wish is used for something im- 
possibie or unlikely.) 3 need, ought (as in the 
notes to the examples): Your hair ~s cutting, 
needs to be cut. You ~ (= ought) to talk to 
your teacher about that problem. 4 (progres- 
sive tenses only) be wanting (in sth), (ofa 
person’s character) be without: He’s ~ing in 
politeness, is impolite. be found wanting: 
He was put to the test and found ~ing, inade- 
quate. 5 want for nothing, have all one 
needs. 

wan-ton /'wontan/ adj 1 playful; irrespon- 
sible: in a ~ mood. 2 wild: a ~ growth (of 
weeds, etc). 3 deliberate: ~ destruction/ 
damage. 4immoral: a~ woman. 
wantonly adv in a wanton manner. 

war /wo:(r)/ n 1 [C,U] (state created by) the 
use of armed forces between countries or (‘civil 
war) rival groups in a nation: We have had two 
world ~s in this century. at war, in a state of 
war. declare war (on), announce that a 
state of war exists (with another state). go to 
war (against), start fighting. have been 
in the wars, (informal) have suffered injury, 
misfortune, etc. 2 [U] science or art of fight- 
ing, using weapons, etc: the art of ~, strategy 
and tactics. 3 (fig) any kind of struggle or con- 
flict: the ~ against poverty; a ~ of nerves] 
words. о vi (-rr-) fight; make war. 
'war-cry, word or cry shouted as a signal in 
battle. 
'war-dance, one by tribal warriors before 
going into battle, to celebrate a victory, or (in 
peace) to represent fighting. 
war-fare /'wo:fea(r)/, making war; condition 
of being at war; fighting: the horrors of modern 
~fare. 
'war-god, god (eg Mars) worshipped as giv- 
ing victory in war. 
'war-head, (of a torpedo, shell, etc) explo- 
sive head. 
'war-like adj (a) ready for, suggesting, war: 
~like preparations. (b) fond of war: a cruel, 
~like people. 
'war-monger, person who encourages war. 
'war-path, (only in) on the warpath, 
ready for, engaged in, a fight or quarrel. 
'war-ship, ship for use in war. 
‘war-time, time when there is war: (used as 


want/warn 


an adjective) ~ time regulations. 
‘war-torn adj exhausted by, worn out in, 
war. 
'war-widow, woman whose husband has 
been killed in war. 

warble /'wo:bl/ ур! (esp of birds) sing with a 
gentle trilling note: a blackbird warbling in a 
tree. в п [С] warbling. 
war-bier /'wo:bla(r)/, (kinds of) bird that 
warbies. 

ward /wo:d/ 11 [С] division of, separate room 
in, a building, esp a hospital: the children’s ~. 
2 [С] division of a local government area, each 
division being represented by one Councillor. 
3 [U] state of being in custody or under the 
control of a guardian: a child in ~. 4 [С] рег- 
son under the guardianship of an older person 
or of law authorities. o vt ward sth off, keep 
away, avoid: ~ off a blow/danger. 

-ward(s) /-wad(z)/ suffix in the direction of: 
backwards). 

wear-den /'wo:dn/ п [С] 1 person having con- 
trol or authority: the ~ of a youth hostel. > 
traffic warden. 2(US) = warder. 

war-der /'wo:da(r)/ п [С] (GB) person acting 
as guard ina prison. 
ward-ress /'wo:dris/, woman warder. 

ward-robe /'wo:droub/ и [С] 1 cupboard 
with pegs, shelves, etc for clothes. 2 stock of 
clothes: My.~ needs to be renewed, I must buy 
some new clothes. 3 stock of costumes of a 
theatrical company. 

ware /wea(r)/ 11 (as a suffix) manufactured 
goods: 'silver~,; ‘iron~,; 'hard~. 2 (pl) articles 
offered for sale: advertise one’s ~s. 
ware-house /'weshaus/ n [C] building for 
storing goods before distribution to retailers. 
о vt /-hauz/ store in a warehouse. 

war-fare /'wo:fea(r)/ & war. 

warm! /wo:m/ adj (-er, -est) 1 having a me- 
dium degree of heat (between cool and hot): 
Come and get ~ by the fire. 2 (of clothing) 
serving to keep the body warm: Put your ~est 
coat on. 3 (of colours) bright; suggesting heat: 
Red and yellow are ~ colours. 4 enthusiastic, 
hearty: give a speaker a ~ welcome. 5 
sympathetic; affectionate: He has a~ heart. 
jwarm-'blooded, (a) (of animals) having 
warm blood. (b) (of a person) showing feel- 
ings, passion. 
jwarm-'hearted, kind and affectionate. 
warmly аду in a warm manner: ~/y dressed; 
thank them ~ly. 

warm? /wo:m/ vt,vi make or become warm or 
warmer: ~ oneself/one’s hands by the fire. 
Please ~ (up) this milk. warm to one’s 
work/task, etc, become more interested 
and involved. о я (usually sing with a) act of 
warming: Come near the fire andhavea~w. 

warmth /wos:m6/ и [U] state of being warm: 
He was pleased with the ~ of his welcome. 

warn /wo:n/ vt inform (a person) of possible 


warning/washing 730 


danger or unpleasant consequences; inform in 
advance of what may happen: He was ~ed of 
the danger. He often ~ed me that there were 
pickpockets in the crowd|-~ed me against pick- 
pockets. 

warn-ing /'wo:nm/ adj that warns: They fired 
some ~ shots. a n 1 [С] that which warns or 
serves to warn: Let this be a~ to you, let this 
punishment, accident, misfortune, etc teach 
you to be careful in future. 2 [U] action of 
warning; state of being warned: The speaker 
sounded a note of ~, spoke of possible danger. 

warp /wo:p/ vt,vi1 (cause to) become bent or 
twisted from the usual or natural shape: Some 
metals ~ in very hot weather. 2 (fig) make evil; 
twist: His judgement is ~ed, biassed because 
of possible advantage for himself. He has a 
~ed sense of humour, eg that is cruel, evil, ab- 
normal, etc. ол [С] 1 twisted or bent condition 
in timber, etc caused by shrinking or expan- 
sion. 2 threads over and under which other 
threads (the weft) are passed when cloth is 
woven. 

war-rant /'woront US: 'wo:r-/ и 1 [U] justi- 
fication or authority: He had no ~ for saying 
solfor what he did. 2 [С] written order giving 
official authority: а ~ to arrest a suspected 
criminallfor his arrest. в vt 1 be a warrant(1) 
for: His interference was certainly not ~ed. 2 
guarantee (the more usual word). 3 (usually 
pp) justified: His anger is not ~ed. 
war-ran-tee /,woran'ti: US: ,wo:r-/, person 
to whom a warranty is made. 
war-ran-tor /‘woronto:(r) US: ,wo:r-/, person 
who makes a warranty. 
war-ranty /'woront: US: 'wo:r-/, (written or 
printed) guarantee (eg to repair or replace de- 
fective goods): The car is still under ~y. 

war-ren /'woran US: 'wo:ran/ п [С] 1 area of 
land in which there are many burrows in 
which rabbits live and breed. 2 (fig) building 
or district in which it is difficult to find one’s 
way about: lose oneself in a ~ of narrow 
streets. 

war-rior /'worio(r) US: 'wo:r-/ п [С] (literary) 
soldier; fighter: (as an adjective) a~ tribe. 

wart /wo:t/ п [С] small, hard, dry growth on 
the skin. 

wart-hog /'wo:thng/ п [С] kinds of African 
pig with two large tusks and growths like 
warts on the face. 

wary /'weor/ adj (-ier, -iest) in the habit of 
being careful about possible danger or 
trouble: be ~ of giving offence/of strangers. 
warily /-ali/ adv 

was /woz strong form: woz US: waz/ & Бе". 

wash! /wof US: wo:f/ 1 (sing only, usually 
with a, an) act of washing; being washed: Will 
you give the car a~, please. 2 (sing only) cloth- 
ing, sheets, etc (to be) washed or being wash- 
ed: When does the ~ come back from the 
laundry? 3 (sing with the) movement or flow of 


water; sound made by moving water: the ~ of 
the waves. & also eyewash, whitewash. 


wash? /wof US: wo:f/ vt,vi (for use with ad- 


verbial particles and prepositions, > 7 below.) 
1 make clean with or in water or other hquid: 
~ one’s hands|clothes. He never ~es (ie 
washes himself) in cold water. wash one’s 
hands of, > Вапа'(1). 2 (of materials) be 
capable of being washed without damage or 
loss of colour: Does this material ~ well? 3 
(fig) be acceptable, bear examination: Thai 
argument/excuse will not ~. 4 (of the sea ога 
river) flow past or against: The sea ~es the 
base of the cliffs. 5 (of moving liquid) carry 
away, or in a specified direction: He was ~ed 
overboard by a huge wave. 6 go flowing, sweep- 
ing or splashing (along, out, in, into, over, etc): 
We heard the waves ~ing against the sides of 
our boat. Huge waves ~ed over the deck. 

7 (special uses with adverbial particles and pre- 
positions): 

wash sth away, remove by washing: ~ 
away stains. be washed away, be removed 
by the movement of the sea, a river, etc: The 
cliffs are gradually being ~ed away. 

wash sth down, clean by washing, eg with 
а hosepipe: ~ down a car|the deck of a ship. 
wash sth down (with), swallow (liquid) 
with: bread and cheese ~ed down with beer. 
wash sth out, clean by washing: ~ out a 
dress. washed out, (a) (fig) exhausted; 
pale: feel ~ed out. (b) (of games, sport) 
cancelled because of heavy rain. (c) (of roads, 
etc) ruined by rain: flooded. & wash-out be- 
low. 

wash sth up. wash plates, knives, forks, 
pans, etc: ~ up the breakfast things. Hence, 
the ,washing-'up п be washed up, car- 
ried on to the beach (by waves, etc): The empty 
boat was ~ed up on the beach. (all) washed 
up, (informal) ruined. 


wash-? /wof US: wo:f/ prefix (often used as a 


substitute for washing): 
'wash-basin, basin for holding water in 
which to wash one’s face and hands. 
'wash-hand-basin, = wash-basin. 
'wash-out n (a) place in a road, etc where а 
flood or heavy rain has carried away earth, etc 
and interrupted communications. (b) (infor- 
mal) useless or unsuccessful person; complete 
failure. 
'wash-room, (US) toilet (esp in a public 
building, etc). 
'wash-tub, large wooden bow! in which to 
wash clothes. 

wash.able /'wofabl/ adj that can be washed 
without being spoiled. 

washer /'wofoa(r) US: 'wo:-/ п [C] 1 machine 
('dish-~) for washing dishes, cutlery, etc. 2 
small flat ring of metal, plastic, rubber or 
leather for making a joint or screw tight. 


wash-ing /'wofin US: 'wo:-/ n[U] 1 washing 
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- or being washed. 2 clothes being washed or to 
be washed: Aang out the ~ on the line to dry. 
'washing-machine, machine for washing 
clothes. 

'washing-powder, powdered soap or de- 
tergent for washing clothes, etc. 

the ,washing-'up, > wash sth up. 
;washing-'up liquid, liquid detergent for 
washing dishes, cutlery, etc. 

;»washing-'up machine, machine for wash- 
img dishes, cutlery, etc. 

washy /'wofi US: 'wo:-/ adj 1 (of liquids) 
thin, watery. 2 (of colours) looking faded; 
pale. 3 (of feeling) not having strength. 

wasn't /'woznt/ = was not. 

wasp /wosp US: wo:sp/ п [С] kinds of flying 
insect with a powerful sting 1n the tail. 

wast-age /'weistid3/ я [U] amount wasted; 
loss by waste. 

waste’ /weist/ adj 1 (of land) that is not or 

cannot be used; no longer of use: ~ /and, not 
occupied or used for any purpose. fay sth 
waste, © lay?(4). 2 useless; thrown away 
because not wanted: ,~ 'paper. 
'waste-land, (a) barren, desolate or unused 
land. (b) land destroyed by war, etc. (с) (fig) 
life, society, looked on as culturally and spiri- 
tually barren. 

waste? /weist/ 1 [U] wasting or being wast- 
ed: It’s a~ of time to wait any longer. go/run 
to waste, be wasted: What a pity to see so 
many ideas going to ~! 2 [U] waste material; 
refuse. 3 area of waste land, etc: the ~s of the 
Sahara. 

\waste-'paper-basket, basket or other 
container for unwanted paper, etc. 
'waste-pipe, pipe for carrying off (used) 
water. 

waste-ful /-П/ adj causing waste; using more 
than is needed: ~ful habits|processes. 
waste-fully /-foli/ adv 

waste? /weist/ vt, vi 1 make no use of; use 
without a good purpose; use more of (some- 
thing) than is necessary: ~ one’s time and 
money. All his efforts were ~d, had no result. 2 
make (land) waste. 3 (cause to) lose strength 
by degrees: He’s wasting away. 

watch! /wotS/ 21 [0] act of watching, esp to 
see that all is well. be on the watch (for), 
be watching for (a person or thing, esp pos- 
sible danger). 2 (usually sing with the) (in 
former times) body of men employed to go 
through the streets and protect people and 
their property, esp at night. 3 (in ships) period 
of duty (4 or 2 hours) for part of the crew. 
keep watch, be on watch or watching. 
lwatch-dog, dog kept to protect property. 
'watch-man, (modern use) man employed to 
guard a building (eg a bank, block of offices, 
factory) against thieves, esp at night. 
watch-word, (a) password. (b) slogan. 
watch-ful /-fal/ adj (esp) wide-awake. 
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watch? /wotS/ vt,vi look at; keep the eyes on: 


W~ me carefully. W~ what I do and how I do 
it. We sat there ~ing the cricket. [ll~ over (= 
look after) her while you go shopping. watch 
‘out, be careful (used to warn against punish- 
ment or anger or as a warning of danger): 
You'd better ~ out, he'll sack you if you're late 
again. W~ out! There’s a hole in front of you! 
watch one’s step, (fig) be careful not to 
make an error, let a person win an advantage, 
etc, ев in negotiations. 

watcher, person who watches. 


watch? /wotS/ п [С] small instrument for tel- 


ling the time that can be carried in the pocket 
or worn on the wrist. 

'watch-maker, person who makes or re- 
pairs watches. 

'watch-strap, strap fora watch. 


water’ /'wo:to(r)/ п (pl only as shown in ex- 


amples below) 1 [U] liquid (HQ) as in rivers, 
lakes, seas and oceans: Fish live in (the) ~. By 
water, by boat, ship, etc. be in deep 
water(s), experiencing difficulty or misfor- 
tune. under water, flooded: The fields were 
under ~ after the heavy rain. like a fish out 
of water, feeling uncomfortable, behaving 
awkwardly, because of unfamiliar surround- 
ings, an unfamiliar situation, etc. be in/get 
into hot water, have/get into trouble (esp 
because of foolish behaviour, etc). hold wat- 
er, (of a theory) be sound when tested. keep 
one’s head above water, avoid (esp fi- 
nancial) troubles or misfortunes. spend 
money, etc like water, extravagantly. 
throw cold water on (a plan, etc), discour- 
age (it). tread water, © tread v(4). 2 [U] 
the state of the tide: at high/low ~. 3 (pl) seas 
as shown by a preceding word: Home ~s, the 
seas near the country to which a ship belongs. 
4 (usually p/) mass of water: the 'head-~s of 
the Nile, the lake from which it flows. 5 [U] 
solution of a substance in water: 'rose-~. 
'water-bird, kinds of bird that swim or wade 
in water. 

'water-biscuit, thin, hard biscuit eaten with 
butter and cheese. 

‘water-borne adj (a) (of goods) carried by 
water. (Ъ) (of diseases) passed on by the use of 
contaminated water. 

'water-buffalo, the common domestic 
buffalo of India, Indonesia, etc. 

'water-bus, boat carrying passengers on a 
river, lake. 

'water-closet, (common abbr WC) small 
room with a lavatory. 

'water-colour (US = -color), (а) (p/) 
paints (to be) mixed with water, not oil. (b) 
picture painted with water-colours. (c) (p/ or 
sing) the art of painting such pictures. 
lwater-cress, creeping plant that grows in 
running water, with hot-tasting leaves used in 
salads. 
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'water-fall, fall of water, esp where a river 
falls over rocks or a cliff. 

'water-front, land at the water’s edge, esp 
the part of a town facing the sea, the harbour, 
a lake, etc. 

'water-hole, shallow depression in which 
water collects (esp in a dry river bed, and to 
which animals go to drink). 

'water-ice, frozen, flavoured water. 
‘water-level, surface of water in a reservoir, 
etc esp as a measurement of depth. 
'water-lily, kinds of plant with broad, flat 
leaves floating on the surface of the water. 
'water-logged, adj (a) (of wood) so satu- 
rated with water that it will not float. (b) (ofa 
ship) so full of water that it will not float. (с) 
(of land) thoroughly soaked with water. 
'water-main, main pipe in a system of 
water-supply. 

'water-mark, (a) manufacturer’s design in 
some kinds of paper, seen when the paper is 
held against light. (b) mark which shows how 
high water (eg the tide, a river) has risen or 
how iow it has fallen. 

'water-melon, (plant with) large, smooth- 
skinned melon with juicy pink or red flesh. 
'water-mill, mill whose machinery is turned 
by water-power. 

'water-pipe, one for carrying water. 
'water-polo, game played by two teams of 
swimmers who try to throw a ball into a goal. 
'water-power, power obtained from flow- 
ing or falling water, used to drive machinery 
or produce electric current. 

‘water-proof adj which does not let water 
through: ~proof material. a п [С] waterproof 
coat. о vimake waterproof. 
'water-rat/-vole, animal like a rat living in, 
near, water. 

lwater-rate, (GB) charge made for the use of 
water from a public water-supply. 
'water-shed, (a) line of high land separat- 
ing river systems. (b) (fig) division between 
events which take different courses. 
'water-side, edge of the coast, a river-bank, 
etc: go for astroll along the ~side. 

'water-ski 7 [С], vi (one of a pair of skis used 
to) ski on water while being towed at speed by 
a fast motor-boat. Hence, 'water-skiing n 
[9]. 

'water-supply, system of providing and 
storing water, amount stored, for a district, 
town, building, etc. 

'water-table, level below which the ground 
is filled with water: The ~table has been 
lowered by drought. 

‘water-tight adj (a) so that water cannot get 
in or out: ~Ztight boots. (b) (fig) (of an agree- 
ment, etc) so that there can be no escape from 
any of the provisions; leaving no possibility of 
misunderstanding. 

'water tower, one supporting a large tank 
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which maintains the pressure for a water- 
supply. 
'water-way, navigable channel (eg a canal). 
'water-wheel, one turned by a flow of wat- 
er, used to work machinery. 
'water-works, (used with a sing or р/ verb) 
(a) system of reservoirs, pumping stations, 
for supplying water. (b) ornamental foun- 
tains. (c) (informal) (working of the) bladder: 
Are your ~works all right? Can you pass urine 
normally? (d) (informal) tears: Let’s not have 
the ~works again! Let’s have no more crying! 
'water-worn adj (of rocks, etc) made 
smooth by the action of water. 

water? /'wo:ta(r)/ vt,vi1 put water on; sprink- 
le with water: ~ the lawn/the plants. 2 give 
water to: ~ the horses. 3 (of the eyes or mouth) 
fill with water; have much liquid: The smoke 
made my eyes ~. > mouth'(1). 4 water sth 
down, (a) add water to: This whisky has been 
~ed (down). (b) (fig) weaken: The story was 
~ed down. 
'water-ing-can, container with a long 
spout, used for watering plants. 
'water-ing-place, (a) water-hole. (b) spa. 

wat-ery /'wo:tor1/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 of or like 
water; (esp of cooked vegetables) containing, 
cooked in, too much water: ~ soup. 2 (of col- 
our) pale. 3 (of the eyes or lips) covered with 
water. 

watt /wot/ п [С] unit of electrical power: а 60 
~ light-bulb. 

wattle’ /'wotl/ п [U] structure of woven 
sticks or twigs used for fences, walls, etc. 

wattle? /'wotl/ п [С] red flesh hanging down 
from the head or throat of a bird, esp a turkey. 

wave /'weiv/ vi,vt 1 move to and fro, up and 
down: flags/branches waving in the wind. 2 
cause (something) to move in this way (eg to 
make a signal or request, to give a greeting, 
etc): ~ one’s handla flag. She ~d goodbye to 
us. 3 cause (a person) to move in a certain 
direction by waving: He ~d us away. wave 
sth aside, (fig) dismiss: My objections were 
~d aside. 4(of a line or surface, of hair) be ina 
series of curves (~~~): Her hair ~s beautiful- 
ly. 5 cause to be in a series of curves: She’s had 
her hair permanently ~d. a п [С] 1 long ridge 
of water, esp on the sea, between two hollows; 
such a ridge curling over and breaking on the 
shore. in waves, in successive lines like 
waves: The infantry attacked in ~s. 2 act of 
waving(2 above); waving movement: with a 
~ of his hand. 3 curve like a wave of the sea: 
the ~s in her hair. 4 steady increase and 
spread: a ~ of enthusiasm{hatred. > crime- 
wave, heatwave. 5 motion like a wave by 
which heat, light, sound or electricity is spread 
or carried. 
'wave-length, distance between the highest 
point (the crest) of one wave(5) and that of 
the next. (not) on the same wavelength, 
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(fig) (not) in agreement. 
wavy adj (-ier, -iest) having curves: а wavy 
line; wavy fair. 

wa-ver /'weiva(r)/ vi Л move uncertainly or 
unsteadily: ме shadows|flames. 2 be or be- 
come unsteady; begin to give way: His courage 
~ed. 3 hesitate: ~ between two opinions. 
wa-verer, person who wavers. 

wax’ /weks/ и [U] soft yellow substance pro- 
duced by bees ('bees~) and used for making 
honeycomb cells; kinds of substance similar to 
beeswax (eg as obtained from petroleum), 
used for making candles, etc: (as an adjective) 
a~ candle. > sealing-wax. 0 vt cover, polish 
or treat with wax: ~ furniture/a wooden floor. 

wax? /weks/ vi (esp of the moon, contrasted 
with wane) show a larger bright area. 

way /wei/ п1 [С] road, street, path, etc: a~ 
across the fields. There’s no ~ through. © 
highway, railway, etc. pave the way for, 
(fig) prepare for, prepare people to accept (re- 
forms, etc). 2 [C] route, road (to be) used 
(from one place to another): Which is the Без! 
right/quickest|shortest ~ there? Can you find 
your ~ home? Which is the ~ in/out? go 
one’s way(s), depart. go out of one’s 
way (to do sth), make a special effort: He 
went out of his way to be rude to me|to help me. 
lead the way, (a) go in front as leader. (b) 
show by example how something may be 
done. make one’s way in life/the world, 
succeed. pay one’s way, (a) keep out of 
debt. (b) pay one’s share of expenses instead 
of letting others pay. by way of, using a 
route through: He came by ~ of Dover. out 
of the way, exceptional, uncommon: He has 
done nothing out of the~ yet.3 on the/one‘s 
way, being engaged in going or coming: 
They're still on the/their ~. by the way, (fiz) 
incidentally (often used to introduce a remark 
not connected with the subject of a conversa- 
tion). on the way out, (fig) (informal) going 
cut of fashion. 4[C] method or plan; course of 
action: the right/wrong/best ~ to do/of doing 
something. The work must be finished (in) one 
~ or another. Where there’s а will 
there’s a way, (proverb) If we want to get 
something done, we will find a method of do- 
ing it. ways and means, methods, esp of 
providing money. have/get one’s own 
way, get/do what one wants. go/take 
one’s own way, act independently, esp 
against advice. 5 (sing only) distance between 
two points: /Г5 a long ~ оШа long ~ from 
here. (also fig) This will go a long ~ (= will be 
very helpful) towards the cost. 6 [C] direction: 
He went this/that/the other ~. Look this ~, 
please. Such opportunities never come|fall my 
~, come to me. 7 [U] advance in some direc- 
tion; progress (esp of a ship or boat). be un- 
der way. (of a ship) be moving through the 
water. get under way, start to move for- 


ward. 8 [U] space for forward movement, for 
passing ahead; freedom to go forward: Don’t 
stand in thelmy ~. be/put sth out of 
harm’‘s way, ina Safe place. get sth out of 
the way, settle it, dispose of it. give way 
(to sth/sb), > give'(10). make way 
(for), allow space or a free passage: All traffic 
has to make ~ for an ambulance. see one’s 
way (clear) to doing sth, (esp) feel justi- 
fied in doing something: / don’t see ту ~ clear 
to helping you. 9 [С] custom; manner of behav- 
ing; personal peculiarity: English/Chinese ~ 
of living; the ~ of the world, what appears to 
be justified by custom. / don’t like the ~ (= 
manner in which) he looks at те. г> ordinary. 
mend one’s ways, improve one’s manners, 
behaviour, etc. to 'my way of thinking, in 
my opinion. 10 [C] respect; point or detail: 
He’s a clever man in some ~s. He’s a nice man 
in his (own) ~. 11 [С] condition, state, degree: 
Things are|She’s inabad~.ina small way, 
on a small scale: help in a small ~. have it 
‘both ways, choose first one and then the 
other of alternatives in order to suit one’s con- 
venience, argument, etc. 12 [C] ordinary 
course: do something in the ~ of business. 13 
by way of, (a) asa substitute for or as a kind 
of: say something by ~ of an introduction. (b) 
for the purpose of, with the intention of: ask 
questions Бу ~ of learning the facts. (с) in the 
course of: by ~ of business. > also 2 above. 
jway-a'head adj (informal!) ahead of current 
fashion: clothes ~-ahead of the fashion. 
iway-'out adj (informal) = way-ahead: ,~- 
out 'clothes. 

way-farer /'weifesra(r)/ и [С] (Jiterary) 
traveller, esp on foot. 

'way-faring /-fearin/ adj travelling: a way- 
faring man. 

wayside л [С] side of a road: by the ~; (as 
an adjective) ~ flowers. 

way lay /wel'lei/ vt (pt.pp -laid /-'le1d/) (wait 
somewhere to) attack, rob (a person), ap- 
proach (a person) unexpectedly (with a re- 
quest): He waylaid me with a request for a loan. 

way:ward _/'weiwoad/ adj not easily 
controlled or guided: a~ child. 

we /wi:/ pron (> us) 1 (used by a speaker ог 
writer referring to himself and another or 
others): Can ~ all come to visit you? 2 (used by 
a royal person instead of /). 

weak /wi:k/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (opposite of 
strong) not having strength; easily broken; un- 
able to resist strong use, opposition, etc: too~ 
to walk; ~ in tne legs; a~ team; the ~ points 
of an argument|plan. 2 (of health, etc) below 
the usual standard: a ~ heart. Hence, ,~- 
'sighted/'minded|'headed. 3 (of mixed liquids 
or solutions) having little of some substance in 
relation to the water, etc: ~ tea/beer. 4 not 
good; not efficient: ~ in spelling/grammar. 
;weak-'kneed adj (fig) weak in character. 
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‘tweak form (of the pronunciation of some 
words), form occurring in an unstressed posi- 
tion, usually by the use of a different vowel 
sound or by the absence of a vowel sound or 
consonant (eg /and/ for and). 
weak ‘verb, (gram) one inflected by addi- 
tions to the stem, not by vowel change (eg 
walk, walked). 
weak-ling, weak person or animal. 
weak.-ly adv in a weak manner. 0 adj delicate 
in health: a ~/y child. 
weak-ness n (a) [U] state of being weak: the 
~ness of old age. (b) [С] fault or defect of cha- 
racter: We all have our littie ~nesses. (©) 
have a weakness for, a special or foolish 
liking for: He has a ~ness for ice-cream| 
blondes. 

weaken /'wi:kon/ vt,vi make, become, weak- 
(er) 

weal /wi:!/ n [С] mark on the skin made by a 
biow from a whip, etc. 

weaith /wel6/ п [0] 1 (possession of a) great 
amount of property, money, etc: aman of~.2 
(sing only with a, an or the) great amount or 
number of: a book with a~ of tiiustrations; the 
~ of phrases and sentences to illustrate mean- 
ings in this dictionary. 
wealthy adj (-ier, -iest) rich. 

wean /wi:n/ vi 1 accustom (a baby, a young 
animal) to food other than its mother’s milk. 2 
(fig) cause (a person) to turn away (from a 
habit, bad companions, etc): ~ a person off] 
away from drugs. 

weapon /'wepon/ и [С] something designed 
for, or used in, fighting or struggling (eg 
swords, guns, fists, a strike by workmen). 
weap-onry 7 [0] weapons collectively. 

wear’ /wea(r)/ я [U] 1 wearing or being worn; 
use as Clothing: This coat is beginning to look 
the worse for ~, shows signs of having been 
worn for a long time, so that it is no longer ina 
good or useful condition. 2 damage or loss of 
quality from use: The carpet is showing signs of 
~. wear and tear, damage, loss in value, be- 
cause used. 3 capacity for keeping in good 
condition: There’s not much ~ left in these 
shoes, they cannot be worn much longer. 4 
(used chiefly in compounds or in terms used 
by tradesmen) things to wear: ‘under~; 
Yadies |'men’s |'children’s ~. 

wear? /wea(r)/ vt,vi (pt wore /wo:(r)/, pp worn 
/wo:n/) 1 have on the body, carry on one’s per- 
son or on some part of it: He was ~ing 
glasses|heavy shoes/a ring on his finger. She 
never ~S green, ie green clothes. She used to ~ 
her hair long, used to have long hair. 2 (of ex- 
pressions) have on the face: ~ a smile. 3 (cause 


to) become less useful or to be in a certain con-- 


dition, by being used: J have worn my socks in- 
to holes. This material has worn thin. The 
stones were worn by the constant flow of water. 
4 make (a hole, groove, etc) in by rubbing or 


attrition: ~ holes in a rug/one’s socks. In time a 
path was worn across the field. 5 remain in a 
certain condition (after use): Good leather will 
~ for years. This cloth has worn well/badly. 
Old Mr Smith is ~ing well, looks well in spite 
of being old. 
6 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): | 
wear away, (a) become broken, thin, weak, 
as the result of constant use: The inscription on 
the stone had worn away, the words were diffi- 
cult to read. (b) (of time) pass slowly: as the 
evening wore away. wear Sth away, use up 
or damage something by constant use, etc: 
The footsteps of thousands of visitors had worn 
away the stones. 
wear down, become gradually smaller, 
thinner, weaker, etc: The heels of these shoes 
are ~ing down. wear sth down, cause to 
wear down. wear sb/sth down, weaken by 
constant attack, nervous strain, etc: These 
noisy children do ~ me down! 
wear off, gradually disappear: The novelty 
will soon ~ off. 
wear on, (of time) pass: Evening wore on. 
wear (sth) out, (cause to) become useless, 
worn thin, exhausted: Cheap shoes soon ~ out. 
His patience had/was at last worn out. wear 
sb out, exhaust, tire out: Гт worn out by all 
this hard work. Hence, ,worn-'out adj: a 
;worn-out ‘coat. 

wear-able /'weorab!/ adj that can be, or is fit 
to be, worn. 

weary /'wiart/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 tired: feel ~; 
be ~ of his constant grumbling. 2 causing tired- 
ness: а ~ journey. 3 showing tiredness: а ~ 
sigh. а vt,vi make or become weary: ~ of living 
alone. 
wearily /-ali/ adv 
weari-ness n[U] 
weari-some /'wisrisom/ adj tiring; long and 
dull. 

weasel /'wi:zl/ п [С] small, fierce animal 
with red-brown fur. 

weather’ /'weda(r)/ п [С] conditions over an 
area and at a particular time with reference to 
sunshine, temperature, wind, rain, etc: He 
stays indoors in wet ~. She goes out in all ~s 
(= all kinds of ~). (Note: climate is used when 
referring to a long period of time, eg a season.) 
be/feel under the weather, (informal) 
unwell. make heavy weather of sth, find 
it difficult. 
'weather-beaten adj showing marks or 
signs which come from being in the sun, wind, 
rain, etc: a ,~-beaten 'face. 
'weather-bound adj unable to make or con- 
tinue a journey because of bad weather. 
'weather-chart/-map, diagram showing 
details of the weather over an area. | 
'weather forecast, > forecast. 
'weather-man, (informai) man who reports 
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and forecasts the weather (on radio and TV). 
'weather-proof adj able to stand exposure 
to all types of weather. 
'weather-ship, one at sea to make observa- 
tions of the weather. 
'weather-station, 
weather is observed. 
'weather-vane, = vane(1). 

weather? /'weda(r)/ vi,vi 1 (literally and fig) 
come through successfully: ~ а storm|crisis. 2 
sail to the windward of: ~ a cape. 3 expose to 
the weather: ~ wood, leave it ш the open air 
until it is properly shrunk and ready for use. 4 
(cause to) discolour, become worn, by the 
weather: rocks ~ed by wind and rain. 

weave /wi:v/ vt,vi (pt wove /wauv/, рр 
woven /'wauvoen/) 1 make (by hand or by ma- 
chine) (threads) into cloth, etc; make (cloth, 
etc) from threads: ~ cotton thread into cloth. 2 
make (garlands, baskets, etc) by a similar pro- 
cess: ~ flowers into a wreath; ~ a garland of 
flowers. 3 (fig) put together, compose (a story, 
romance, etc): ~ a plot. get weaving (on 
sth), (sl) make an energetic start (on a task, 
etc). 4 twist and turn: The driver was weaving 
(his way) through the traffic. о п [С] style of 
weaving: а loose/tight ~. 
weaver, person who weaves cloth. 

web /web/ п [С] 1 something made of threads 
by a spider or other spinning creature: spider's 
~. > cobweb. 2 (usually fig): а ~ of (= 
many) lies. 3 skin joining the toes of some 
waterbirds, eg ducks, and some _ water- 
animals, eg frogs. Hence, ,;web-'footed adj. 
web-bed adj having the toes joined by webs. 

wed /wed/ уг, уг (pt ~ded, pp ~ded or rare 
wed) 1 marry. 2 unite: simplicity ~ded to 
beauty. wedded to, devoted to; unable to 
give up: He is ~ded to his own opinions and 
nothing can change him. 

we'd /wi:d/ = we had; we would. 

wed-ding /'wedin/ п [С] marriage ceremony 
(and festivities connected with it): аПепа!/ 
invite one’s friends toa~, the ~ dress. 
'wedding breakfast, meal for the bride 
and bridegroom, their relatives, friends, etc 
between the wedding ceremony and departure 
for the honeymoon. 
'wedding-ring, ring placed on the bride’s or 
groom’s finger at a wedding. 

wedge /wed3/ n [C] 1 V-shaped piece of 
wood or metal, used to split wood or rock (by 
being hammered), to widen an opening, or to 
keep two things separate. the thin end of 
the wedge, (fig) a small change or demand 
likely to lead to big changes or demands. 2 
something shaped like or used like a wedge: ~ 
heels (on shoes). п vt fix tightly (as) with a 
wedge: ~ a door open, by placing a wedge un- 
der it; be tightly ~d between two fat women on 
the bus. 

wed-lock /'wedlpk/ п [0] condition of being 


building where Ше 
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married: born out of ~, illegitimate. 

Wed-nes-day /'wenzdi/ п fourth day of the 
week. 

wee!’ /wi:/ adj very small: Pll have a ~ drop of 
brandy in my coffee. 

wee’, wee-wee /('wi:) wi:/ п [U] (used by 
and to small children) urine. с vi urinate. 

weed /wi:d/ [C]1 wild plant growing where 
it is not wanted (eg in a garden). 2 (fig) thin, 
tall, weak-looking person. 0 vt,vi 1 take weeds 
out of (the ground): ~ the garden. 2 remove, 
get rid of (what is unwanted, or of lower value 
than the rest): ~ out the lazy students. 
weedy adj (-!er, -iest) (a) full of, overgrown 
with, weeds. (6) tall, thin, weak: а у young 
man. 

weeds /wi:dz/ п pi (also 'widow’s ~) black 
clothes as (formerly) worn by a widow for 
mourning. 

week /wi:k/ п [С] 1 any period of seven days; 
(esp) seven days from Saturday midnight to 
Saturday midnight: this/last/next ~; this day 
~, one week forward from today; this Mon- 
day ~, one week from Monday next; fer the 
last/next six ~s; а six ~S holiday; tomorrow 
~, eight days from today; yesterday ~, eight 
days ago; the working ~, (usually) Monday to 
Friday or Saturday. week in, week out, 
for weeks in succession. 2 the working days of 
the week. 
'week-day, any day except Sunday: Гт 
always busy оп ~days. 
;week.'end 7 [С] Saturday and Sunday (as a 
period of rest or holiday): spend the ~end with 
friends, (as an adjective) a ~end holiday. о vi 
spend a weekend: Гт ~ending at Brighton. 
weekly adj, adv (happening) once a week, 
every week; of, for or lasting a week: a ~ly 
wage of £80; ~ly visits. a п [С] (pl -ies) period- 
ical published once a week. 

weep /w1:p/ vi,vt (pt,pp wept /wept/) cry; let 
tears fall from the eyes: ~ for joy. She wept to 
see him so ill. She wept over her sad fate. She 
wept bitter tears. 
weep.-ing adj (of trees, eg the birch and wil- 
low) having drooping branches. 

wee-vil /'wi:vl/ п [С] small beetle with а hard 
Shell, feeding on stores of grain, nuts and 
other seeds. 

weft /weft/ п [С] cross-threads taken over 
and under the warp ш weaving. 

weigh /wei/ vt,vi 1 measure (by means of a 
scale, balance, etc) how heavy something is: 
He ~ed himself on the scales. weigh sth 
out, distribute in defined quantities; take a 
definite quantity of: She ~ed out flour, sugar 
and butter for a cake. weigh in (with), ого- 
duce (arguments, facts, etc) triumphantly; 
bring (them) to bear on a discussion. 2 show a 
certain measure when put on a scale, etc: ~ 10 
kilos/a ton{nothing. 3 (of a machine, etc) be 
capable of taking, designed to take, objects up 
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to a specified weight: This machine will ~ up to 
10 kilos. 4 compare the importance, value, etc 
of (one thing and another): ~ one plan against 
another. weigh sth (up), consider carefully, 
assess: ~ (up) the consequences of an action. 5 
weigh anchor, raise the anchor and start a 
voyage. 

6 (uses with adverbial particles and prep- 
ositions): 

weigh sth down, pull or bring down: The 
fruit ~ed the branches down. weigh sb 
down, make tired, depressed, troubled, etc: 
~ed down with sorrew|cares/anxieties. 

weigh on sb/sth, cause concern, anxiety 
(because of importance, seriousness): The 
problem|responsibitity ~s heavily on ити 
mind. 

weigh with, influence: evidence that did not 
~ with the judges. 

'weigh-ing-machine, machine for weigh- 
ing objects that are too large for a simple 
balance or scale. 

weight /weit/ п 1 [U] force with which a 
body tends towards the centre of the earth. 2 
[U] how heavy a thing is; this expressed in 
some scale (eg tons, kilogrammes) as 
measured on a scale, weighing-machine, etc: 
That man is twice my ~. My ~ is 70 kilos. 
over/under weight, weighing too much/ 
too little. pull one’s weight, > pull?(2). 
put on weight, (of a person) become heavi- 
er. throw one’s weight about, (informal) 
be conceited; try to bully people. 3 (not p/, but 
with a, an or the) load to be supported: The 
pillars have a great ~ to bear|have to support 
the ~ of the roof. That’s a great ~ (= prob- 
lem) off my mind. 4 [Ч] (degree of) importance 
or influence: opinions that carry ~,; considera- 
tions that had great ~ with me. 5 [C] piece of 
metal of known weight used in scales for 
weighing things: an ounce/100 grammes ~. 6 
[C] heavy object for various purposes: keep 
papers down with a 'paper-~. 7 [Ц] system of 
units, scale or notation, for expressing weight: 
troy/metric ~. в vt 1 put a weight(5) on; add 
weight to; make heavy: ~ a pendulum in a 
clock. 2 (fig) give advantage: Circumstances 
are ~ed in his favour. 3 weight sb down, 
burden with: He was ~ed down with suitcases. 
‘weight-lifting, gymnastic feat of lifting 
great weights. 

weight-less adj having no weight, eg be- 
cause of absence of gravity. 

weighty adj (-ier, -iest) (a) very heavy. (b) 
(fig) influential; important: 
considerations/arguments. 

weir /wio(r)/ п [С] wall or barrier across a 
river or canal to control the flow of water or as 
a trap for catching fish. 

weird /wiod/ adj 1 unnatural: ~ shrieks from 
the ruined castle. 2 (informal) strange; difficult 
to understand or explain: Have you seen the ~ 
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makeup some punks use. 
weird-ly adv 
weird-ness 7[U] 

wel-come /'welkom/ adj 1 received with, 
giving, pleasure: a ~ visitor/rest; ~ news; 
make a friend ~, show him that his coming is 
welcome. 2 welcome to, (a) allowed with 
pleasure to: You are ~ to borrow my bicycle. 
(b) (ironic) allowed to have something bur- 
densome or unwanted: /f anyone thinks he can 
do this job any better, he’s ~ to it/~ to try! 3 
(used as an interjection): W~ home! W~ to 
Engiand! в п [С] greeting, response by word ог 
action, when somebody arrives, when an offer 
is received, etc: They gave us/We received a 
warm|cold/enthusiastic ~. г> outstay. о vt 
show pleasure or satisfaction at something, at 
the arrival of a person or thing: ~ a friend to 
one’s поте; ~ a suggestion warmly|coldly. 

weld /weld/ vt,vi 1 join (pieces of metal) by 
hammering or pressure (usually when the 
metal is softened by heat) or fusing; make by 
doing this: ~ the pieces of a broken axle; ~ 
parts together. 2 (of iron, etc) be capable of be- 
ing welded: Some metals ~ better than others. 
o n[C] welded joint. 
wel-der, workman who welds. 

wel-fare /'welfea(r)/ п [U] condition of hav- 
ing good health, comfortable living and work- 
ing conditions, etc: work for the ~ of the na- 
tion; child/infant/social ~ ; '~ work, organized 
efforts to improve the welfare of those who 
need help. 
the Welfare ‘State, name applied to a 
country with State-financed social services, eg 
health, insurance, pensions. 

well! /wel/ п [С] 1 shaft, usually lined with 
brick or stone, for obtaining water from an 
underground source: drive/sink a ~. 2 hole 
bored for mineral oil: the 'oil-~s of Iran. 3 
space in a building for a staircase or lift: a 
stair ~. а vi flow, like water from a well: The 
blood was ~ing out (from the wound). well 
over, overflow. well up (in), rise, like water 
in a well: Tears ~ed up in her eyes. 
'well-water, water гот а well. 

well? /wel/ adj (better, best) 1 in good health: 
be/look|feel/get ~. Гтдийе ~, thank you. 2 in 
a Satisfactory condition: Alls ~ that ends ~. 
It’s all very well..., (used ironically to 
show discontent, dissatisfaction, disagree- 
ment, etc): /t’s all very ~ (for you) to suggest a 
holiday in Italy, but how am I to find the money? 
3 advisable; desirable: /t would be ~ to start 
early. 

well? /wel/ (better, best) adv 1 in a good, 
right or satisfactory manner: The children be- 
haved ~. They are ~-behaved children. W~ 
done! I hope everything is going ~ (= satisfac- 
torily) with you. Does this colour go ~ with that 
colour? do weil, succeed; make progress; 
prosper: Simon has done ~ at school this term. 
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be doing well, (in the progressive tense 
only) making a good recovery (from an opera- 
tion, etc): Both mother and baby are doing ~. 
do well out of, make a profit from. 2 with 
praise or approval: think/speak ~ of a person. 
3 fortunately. be well out of sth, be fortu- 
nate to be out of an undertaking, commit- 
ment, etc. ,well 'off, rich; fortunate: He 
doesn't know when he 15 ~ off, does not realize 
how fortunate he is. come off well, (a) (of 
a person) have good fortune; be lucky. (b) (of 
an event) have a satisfactory outcome. 4 with 
good reason, justice; fairly; advisably: You 
may ~ be surprised. I couldn't very ~ refuse to 
help them, It would have been difficult, un- 
reasonable, etc to have done so. /t may ~ be 
that..., It is likely or possible that... 5mayas 
well, > may(4). be just as well, with no 
loss of advantage, no need for regret: /?’s just 
as ~ I didn’t lend him the money. 6 (end posi- 
tion) thoroughly; completely: Examine the ac- 
count ~ before you pay it. 7 to a considerable 
extent: His name is ~ up in the list, near the 
top. He must be ~ past forty/~ over forty 
years old. well away, (a) making good pro- 
gress: We’re ~ away, have made a good start. 
(b) (informal) on the way to being drunk. 8as 
well (as), in addition (to): He gave me money 
as ~ as advice. Give me those as ~, = those 
too. 9 (used with another adv) pretty well, 
C> pretty аду. 

well‘ /wel/ int 1 (expressing astonishment): 
W~, who would have thought hed do that? 
W~, ~!/2 (expressing relief): W~, here we are 
at last! 3 (expressing resignation): W~, there’s 
nothing we can do about it. 4 (expressing un- 
derstanding or agreement): Very ~, then, we'll 
talk it over again tomorrow. 5 (expressing con- 
cession): W~, you may be right. 6 (used to re- 
sume a Story, etc): W~, as I was saying,... 
well? /wel/ п [0] that which is good: wish him 
~, wish him good fortune, success, etc. Jet 
well alone, not change what is already satis- 
factory. 

well- /wel-/ prefix (~ + pp = adjective) for- 
tunately, properly, thoroughly. 
\well-ad'vised adj wise: You'd be ~-advised 
to apologize. 

;well-'balanced adj sane, sensible. 
\well-be'haved adj behaving well. 
'well-being, welfare; health, happiness and 
prosperity: the ~-being of the nation. 
iwell-'born adj of a family with good social 
position. 

iwell-'bred adj of good upbringing. 
jwell-con'ducted adj characterized by good 
organization and control: a ,~-conducted 
‘meeting. 

;well-con'nected adj connected by blood or 
marriage with families of good social position 
or to rich or influential people. 

;well-'earned adj fully deserved: ,~-earned 


‘praise; a,~-earned''rest. 
\well-'founded adj based on good evidence, 
having a foundation in fact: »~-founded sus'pi- 
cions. | 
iwell-'grounded adj (а) = well-founded. 
(b) having a good training ш or knowledge of 
the groundwork of a subject. 
;well-'heeled adj (5/) rich. 
;well-in'formed adj (a) having wide know- 
ledge. (b) having access to reliable informa- 
tion: in ,;~-informed ‘quarters. 
\well-in'tentioned adj showing good inten- 
tions. 
iwell-'known adj known by many. 
\well-'marked adj definite; distinct. 
\well-'meaning adj = well-intentioned. 
jwell-'meant adj done, said, etc with good > 
intentions. 
'well-nigh adv almost: ,~-nigh im'possible. 
jwell-'read adj having a mind full of ideas, 
information, as the result of reading much. 
jwell-'spoken adj (a) speaking well, polite- 
ly. (b) spoken well. 
iwell-'thought-of adj having a good repu- 
tation. 
jwell-'timed adj done, said, at the right or a 
suitable time. 
\weli-to-'do adj wealthy; from a high social 
class. 
\well-'tried adj (of methods, remedies) tested 
and proved useful. 
jwell-'turned adj (of a compliment, phrase, 
verse) expressed well. 
'well-wisher, person who wishes (a person) 
good luck. 
iwell-'worn adj (a) much used. (b) (fig) 
used, heard, often (and so dull). 

we'll /wi:l/ = we shall; we will. 

wel-ling-ton /'welinton/ и [С] (also a pair of 
~s; а ~ 'boot) waterproof boot reaching to 
the knee. 

wel-ter /'welta(r)/ vi be soaked or steeped (in 
blood, etc). a n [C] general confusion; disor- 
derly mixture or aimless conflict: the ~ of 
political beliefs. 

wel-ter-weight /'welta weit/ и [С] boxer 
weighing between 135 and 147 Ibs (61 to 66:6 
kg). 

went /went/ pt of go’. 

wept /wept/ pt,pp of weep. 

were /w3:(r)/ pt of be’. 

we' re /wia(r)/ = we are. 

weren't /wa:nt/ = were not. 

were-wolf /'wiswulf/ п [С] (р! -wolves 
/-wulvz/) (in myths) human being turned into 
a wolf. 

west /west/ и 1 the ~, point of the horizon 
where the sun sets. 2 [U] that part of the 
world, of a country, etc in this direction: Bris- 
tol is in the ~ of England. 3 (as an adjective): 
the ~ wind, blowing from the west; towards, at 
in the direction of the west: On the ~ coast.o 
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adv towards the west: to travel/face ~. go 
west, die; become destroyed. west of, 
farther west than. 
the West, (a) Europe and the continent of 
America (contrasted with Asia). (b) (world 
politics) Western Europe and America (con- 
trasted with the socialist countries). (c) 
western part of acountry. 
the 'west country, part of England west of 
the Isle of Wight. 
the West 'End, part of London with the 
largest and most fashionable shops, theatres, 
etc: (as an adjective) ,~-end 'theatres. 

west-ward /'westwad/ adj towards the 
west: ina~ direction. 
west-ward(s) /-wad(z)/ adv: travel ~(s). 

west-er-ly /'westali/ adj, adv in a western 
position or direction; (of the wind) coming 
from the west. 

west-ern /'westan/ adj of, from, living in, the 
west part of the world. оп [С] film or novel 
dealing with life in the western part of the US 
in the times of the wars with the Red Indians, 
or one with cowboys, etc. 
Western time, one of 4 standard time zones 
in the US. 
the Western ‘Hemisphere, © hemi- 
sphere. 
west-erner, native of the West, esp of the 
west US. 
west-ern-ize (also -ise) /-а12/ vt introduce 
western civilization into. 
'west-ern-most /-moust/ adj farthest west. 

wet /wet/ adj (-ter. -test) 1 covered or 
soaked with water or other liquid: ~ clothes/ 
roads. Did you get ~, eg in the rain? ,wet 
'through, soaked: Your coat is ~ through. 2 
rainy: ~ weather. 3 (51) (of a person) without 
courage, strong personality, etc.on1 the~, 
rain: Come in out of the ~. 2 [0] moisture. а vt 
(pt,pp ~ or ~ted) (-tt-) make wet: The baby 
has ~ its bed again. wet one’s whistle, > 
whistle, n(2). 
wet ‘blanket, (informal) person who 
prevents others from enjoying themselves by 
being gloomy or bad-tempered. 

we've /wi:v/ = we have. 

whack /wek US: hwek/ ve hit (a person or 
thing) with a hard blow, object. а п [<] 1 
(sound of a) hard biow. 2 (s/) share: Have you 
all hada fair ~? 
whacked adj (informal) (of a person) worn 
out; tired. 
whack:ing n [С] beating: give a child a ~ing. 
о adj (informal) big of its kind: a ~ing lie. о 
adv very: a ~ing great lie. 

whale /weil US: hweil/ и [С] 1 kinds of very 
large sea-animal some of which are hunted for 
their oil and flesh. 2 have a whale of a 
(good) time, a very enjoyable time. о и 
hunt whales: go whaling. 
whaler /'weila(r) US: 'hw-/, man, ship, en- 
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gaged in whaling. 

wharf /wo:f US: hwo:rf/ п [К] (pl ~s or 
wharves /w9:vz/) wooden or stone structure 
at which ships are moored for (un)loading car- 

go. 

what /wot US: hwot/ adj 1 asking for a selec- 
tion from an indefinite number or amount: 
W~ books have you read on this subject? Tell 
те ~ books you have read recently. W~ time is 
it? 2 (used in exclamations): W~ a good idea! 
3 the... that; any... that; as much/many... as: 
Give me ~ books (= the books, any books, 
that) you have on the subject. W~ few friends 
(= The few friends that) / have here have been 
very kind to me. а pron 1 what thing(s): W~ 
happened? Tell me ~ happened. what for, for 
what purpose: W~ is this tool used for? W~ 
did you do that for? Why did you do that? 
what... like, (used to ask for a description, 
for details, etc): W~’s the weather like this 
morning? what if, what will, would, be the re- 
sult if: W~ if it rains while we are out? what 
about/of, (a) what news is there about... 
(b) => about?(4), of(10). 2 that which; the 
thing(s) which: W~ he says is not important. 
Do ~ you think is right. It's a useful book and, 
~ is more ( = also), not an expensive one. 

what-e’er /wot'ea(r) US: hw-/ (poetic) = 
whatever. 

what-ever /wot'eva(r) US: hw-/ adj 1 (em- 
phatic for what) of any sort, degree, etc: W~ 
nonsense the newspapers print, some people al- 
ways believe it. 2 (placed after a noun in a nega- 
tive context, giving emphasis to the negative): 
There can be no doubt ~ about it. с pron 1 по 
matter what: You are certainly right, ~ others 
may say. Keep calm, ~ happens. 2 anything or 
everything that: Do ~ you like. 

what:-so-e’er /,wotsou'ea(r) US: 
(poetic) = whatsoever. 

what-so-ever /,wotsou'eva(r) US: |hw-/ = 
whatever, adj. 

wheat /wi:t US: hw-/ п [9] (plant producing) 
grain from which flour (as used for bread) is 
made: a field of ~. 

wheedle /'wi:dl US: ‘hw-/ vt be pleasant to а 
person, flatter, to get something one wants: 
She ~d a pound out of her father|~d her father 
into buying her a bicycle. 

wheel /wi:l US: hwi:l/ п [С] 1 circular frame 
or disc which turns on an axle (as on carts, 
cars, bicycles, etc and machines). put one’s 
shoulder to the wheel, work hard when 
doing something. 2 [C] motion like that of a 
wheel, esp of a line of soldiers: a right/left ~.a 
vt,vi 1 push or pull (a vehicle with wheels): ~ a 
bike up a hill; ~ a barrow; ~ the rubbish out to 
the dump. 2 (cause to) turn in a curve or circle: 
The seagulls were ~ing in the air above me. 
'wheel-barrow, small cart with one wheel 
and two handles for moving small loads. 
'wheel-base, distance between the axles of'a 
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motor-vehicle. а» 
lwheel-chair, chair with large wheels for the 
use of invalids. 
'wheel-wright, person who makes and re- 
pairs wheels. 

wheeze /wi:z US: hwi:z/ vi,vt 1 breathe 
noisily, esp with a whistling sound in the chest 
{as when suffering from asthma). 2 say with 
such sounds: The asthmatic man ~d out a few 
words. on[C] sound of wheezing. 
wheezy adj (-ier, -iest) breathing, speaking, 
with wheezes. 

whelk /welk US: hwelk/ п [С] kinds of sea- 
animal (like a snail) with a spiral shell, some 
used as food. 

when /wen US: hwen/ adv 1 at what time; on 
what occasion: W~ can you come? W~ did 
that happen? I don’t know ~ that happened. 2 
(used after a preposition) what time: Since ~ 
has he been missing? 0 adv (with day, time, etc) 
at or on which: Sunday is the day ~ Гат least 
busy. There are times ~ I could scream with 
rage. о conj 1 at or during the time that: /t was 
raining ~ we arrived. W~ he spoke everyone 
listened. 2 although: He walks ~ he could take 
a taxi. 3 since; considering that: How can 1 
help them to understand ~ they won't listen to 
me? 4 at or during which time: The President 
will visit the town in May, ~ he will open the 
new hospital. 

whence /wens US: hwens/ adv (old use) 1 (in 
questions) from what place or cause: Do you 
know ~ she came? 2 (in statements) from 
which place: the land ~ they are come. 3 to the 
place from which: Return ~ you came. 

when-ever /wen'eva(r) US: hw-/ adv 1 at 
whatever time; no matter when: Р// discuss it 
with you ~ you like. 2 on any occasion; as of- 
ten as; every time that: W~ that man says ‘To 
tell the truth’, he’s about to tell a lie. 3 or 
whenever, (informal) or at any time: Не’И 
arrive on Monday, or Friday, or ~, and expect 
to be given ameal. 

where /weo(r) US: hweo(r)/ adv 1 in or to 
what place or position; in what direction; in 
what respect: W~ does he live? I wonder ~ he 
lives. 2 (used with a preposition following the 
verb) what place: W~ does he come from? W~ 
are you going to? 0 adv 1 (with place, etc) in or 
at which: That’s the place/corner ~ the ac- 
‘cident occurred. 2 in, at or to the place in 
which; in the direction in which: J found my 
books ~ I had left them. Тваг 5 ~ (ie the point 
in respect of which) you are mistaken. 
jwhere-a'bouts adv in or near what place: 
W-~abouts did you find it? в п ('~ abouts) (used 
with a sing or pl verb) place where a person ог 
thing is: Her present ~abouts is/are unknown. 
where-'as conj (a) (esp /ega/) considering 
that. (b) but in contrast; while on the other 
hand: Some people like fat meat, ~as others 
hate it. 


‚ where-'by adv by what; by which: He. de- 
vised a plan ~by he might escape. 
'where-fore сои) (formal) for which reason; 
why. от (pl): the whys and the ~fores, the 
reasons. 
where-'in adv (formal) in what; in which; in 
what respect: W~in am I mistaken? 

where-so-ever /,weorsou'eva(r), (5: ,hw-/ 
(old use) (emphatic for) wherever. 

wher-ever /,weor'eva(r) US: ,|hw-/ adv in, to, 
at, whatever place; at those places: Sit ~ vou 
like. W~ you go, I'll follow you. 

where-withal /'weerwido:i (US): 'hw-/ adv 
(old use) with which. сои the ^^, (informal) 
money needed for a purpose: Га like to buy a 
car but haven't got the~. 

whet /wet US: hwet/ уг (-tt-) 1 sharpen (a 
knife, axe, etc). 2 (fig) sharpen or excite (the 
appetite, a desire). | 
'whet-stone, shaped stone used for shar- 
pening tools, eg scythes. 

whether /'weda(r) US: 'hw-/ conj оное 
ing an indirect question expressing doubt or 
choice; often replaced by if in informal style): 1 
wonder ~/if it’s large enough (or not). | wonder 
~ we'll be in time for the last bus or ~ we'll 
have to walk home. I don’t know ~ to accept or 
refuse. It's doubtful ~ we shall be able to come. 
The question was ~ to wait for the bus or (~) to 
walk. I am not interested in ~ you like the plan 
or not. 

whew /hwu:/ int cry used (often in joke) to 
express surprise, tiredness, etc. 

which /witf US: hwitS/ adj (asking for selec- 
tion from two, or from a group, esp from pos- 
sibilities thought of as limited in number): 1 
W~ way shall we go—up the hill or along the 
river? W~ languages can you speak? 2 and 
this; and these: Don’t call between 1 o'clock 
and 2 o'clock, at ~ time Гт usually having 
lunch. а pron which thing(s), person(s): W~ of 
the boys is the tallest? I never know ~ is ~, 1 
cannot distinguish one from the other. о pron 
(of things only, not of persons) 1 (in defining 
or restrictive clauses which is often replaced by 
that) (a) (with which as the subject of the verb 
in the clause): Take the book ~ is lying on that 
table. (b) (with which as the object of the verb 
in the clause): Was the book (~/that) you were 
reading a novel? (c) (with which as the object 
of a preposition; replaceable by that): The pho- 
tographs at ~ you were looking/The photo- 
graphs (that) you were looking at were all taken 
by my brother. 2 (in non-defining or non- 
restrictive clauses which is not replaceable by 
that) (a) (with which as the subject of the 
clause): The meeting, ~ was held in the park, 
was attended by five hundred people. (b) (with 
which as the object of the verb in the clause): 
This desk, ~ I bought second-hand, is made of 
oak. (c) (with which as the object of a preposi- 
tion): His car, for ~ he paid £800, is very unreli- 
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able. (Ч) (referring to a clause or sentence, not 
to a noun): He said he had lost the book, ~ (= 
but this) was untrue. 

which-ever /witf'eva(r) US: hw-/ adj, pron 
1 the one which: Take ~ you like best. W~ (of 
you) comes in first will receive a prize. 2 no 
matter which: Does British foreign policy 
remain the same, ~ party is in power? 

whiff /wif 05: ‘hwif/ п [С] slight puff or 
breath (of): a~ of fresh air; the ~ (= smell) of 
a cigar. п vt,vi 1 blow or puff lightly. 2 get a 
Slight smell of. 

while /wail US: hwail/ и [С] (period of) time: 
Where have you been all this ~? I haven't seen 
him for a long ~. (every) once in a while, 
occasionally. worth (one’s) while, worth 
the time spent in doing it, ес: И isn’t worth~ 
going there now. He will make it worth your ~, 
ie will reward you. п vt (only in) while 
away, pass the time ina leisurely way: whiling 
away the time. 0 conj 1 during the time that; 
for as long as; at the same time as: He fell 
asleep ~ (he was) reading his book. 2 (used in 
contrasts) but: Jane was dressed in brown ~ 
Mary was wearing blue. 3 although: W~ [ 
admit that the problems are difficult, I don’t 
agree that they cannot be solved. 

whiist /wailst US: hwailst/ сом] = 
(which is more usual). 

whim /wim US: hwim/ и [С] sudden desire or 
idea, often something unusual or unreason- 
able: full of ~s. 

whim-per /'wimpoa(r) US: 'hw-/ vi,vt 1 make 
weak, frightened or complaining sounds, eg 
like a baby when ill, a dog when frightened or 
hurt. 2 say, cry in this voice. a n [С] sobbing 
sound. 

whim-:si-cal /'wimzikl US: 'hw-/ adj (for- 
mal) odd; playful: be та ~ mood. 
whim-:si-cally /-kli/ adv 

whine /wain US: hwain/ п [С] long com- 
plaining cry or high-pitched sound (eg as 
made by a miserable dog, a child, a motor- 
engine). с vi,vt 1 make such cries: The dog was 
whining to come into the room. 2 complain, esp 
about trivial things: a child that never stops 
whining. 

whinny /'wini US: 'hw-/ n [С] (р/ -ies) gentle 
cry of a horse. а wi (pt,pp -ied) make such а 
sound. 

whip! /wip US: hwip/ п [С] 1 strip (of cord, 
leather, etc) fastened to a handle, used for urg- 
ing a horse on, or for punishing. 2 organizing 
secretary of a political party (in GB and US) 
with authority over its members to maintain 
discipline and secure attendance at parliamen- 
tary debates and divisions(6); order given by 
such a secretary to members of his party to at- 
tend a debate and vote. a three-line whip, 
urgent order of this kind, with three under- 
lines. 3 dish of eggs, cream, etc beaten or 
whipped(2): strawberry ~. 
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whip? /wip US: hwip/ vt,vi (-рр-) 1 beat with 
a whip: ~ а horse/a child. 2 beat (eggs, cream, 
etc) with a fork or other utensil to mix thor- 
oughly or to make stiff: ~ ped cream. 3 (infor- 
mal) defeat (in a competition). 4 take, be 
taken, move, be moved, suddenly: He ~ped 
out a knife. 

whip-ping, beating with a whip as a punish- 
ment. 

'whip-ping-boy, person (being) punished 
for another’s offence. 

whir /w3:(r) US: hw-/ = whirr. 

whirl /w3:l US: hworl/ vt,vi 1 (cause to) move 
quickly round and round: The wind ~ed the 
dead leaves about. 2 (cause to) move or travel 
quickly (off, away, etc): Our friends were ~ed 
away in Jack’s sports-car. 3 (of the brain, the 
senses) seem to go round and round; (of 
thoughts) be confused: His head ~ed. an (sing 
only) 1 whirling movement: a ~ of dust/of 
dead leaves. 2 quick succession of activities, 
etc: the ~ of modern life in a big city. 
'whirl-pool, piace where there are circular 
currents in the sea, etc (drawing floating ob- 
jects towards its centre). 

'whirl-wind, swift circling current of air. 

whirr /w3:(r) US: hwar/ п (sing only) sound 
(as) of a bird’s wings moving quickly, or of 
wheels, etc turning fast: the ~ of a helicopter’s 
propellers. a vi (-rr-) make such sounds. 

whisk /wisk US: hw-/ п [С] 1 device (eg 
coiled wire) for whipping eggs, cream, etc. 2 
light brushing movement (eg of a horse’s tail). 
О vt,vi 1 whisk sb/sth off/away, brush 
quickly and lightly: ~ the flies off. 2 move 
with a whisk(2): The cow ~ed her tail. 3 take 
(a person) quickly and suddenly: They ~ed 
him off to prison. 4 = whip(2): ~ eggs. 

whisker /'wisko(r) US: 'hw-/ 1 (pl) hair al- 
lowed to grow on the sides of a man’s face. 2 
one of the long, stiff hairs growing near the 
mouth of acat, rat, etc. 

whis-key /'wiski US: 'hw-/ n [C,U] (p/ ~s) 
US and Irish spelling of whisky. 

whisky /'wiski US: 'hw-/ п [C,U] (р/ -ies) 
(portion of) strong alcoholic drink distilled 
from malted grain (esp barley or rye). 

whis-per /'wispa(r) US: 'hw-/ vi,vt 1 speak, 
say (something), using the breath but no 
sound from the vocal cords: ~ (a word) to a 
person. 2 tell privately or secretly: И is ~ed 
that he is heavily in debt. 3 (of leaves, the wind, 
etc) make soft sounds: The wind was ~ing in 
the trees. an[C]1 whispering sound or speech: 
He answered in a ~. 2 whispered remark: 
There are ~s that the firm is going bankrupt. 

whistie /'wisl US: 'hw-/ п [С] 1 (usually 
long) tuneful note made by forcing air or 
steam through a small opening (eg of the lips) 
or made by the wind; tuneful sound made by 
some kinds of bird (eg the blackbird): We 
heard the ~ of a steam-engine. 2 instrument 
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for producing such sounds: the referee’s ~ (in 
a football game). wet one’s whistle, (infor- 
mal) have a drink. с vi,vt 1 make a whistle(1) 
(eg by blowing through rounded lips or by us- 
ing a whistle(2): whistling at the girls. > 
wolf-whistle. whistle for sth, wish for it 
but not get it: Гоие him £10, but he can ~ for it. 
2 produce a tune in this way: ~ a tune. 3 make 
a signal (to) by this means: He ~d his dog 
back. 4 pass swiftly with a whistling sound: 
The bullets ~d past our ears. 

Whit /wit US: hwit/ п = Whitsun. 

white’ /wait US: hwait/ adj (-r, -st) of the 
colour of fresh snow or common salt: as ~~ asa 
sheet, very white. His hair has turned ~. Her 
face went ~, pale. 

'white ant, termite. 

'white-bait, small young fish eaten fried. 
jwhite-'collar adj non-manual: ,~-collar 
‘iobs/‘workers. &> blue-collar. 

\white 'coffee, with milk added. 

iwhite ‘elephant, useless, troublesome 
possession. 

\white 'heat, temperature at which metals 
become white. 

the 'White House, the official residence of 
the President of the US, Washington, DC. 
jwhite ‘lie, small lie considered to be harm- 
less. 

'white man, member of one of the races in- 
habiting, or from, Europe. 

jwhite 'meat, poultry, veal, pork. 
'white-wash, (a) mixture of powdered lime 
or chalk and water, used for coating walls, 
ceilings, etc. (b) (fig) means used to cover or 
hide errors, faults, etc. o vt (a) put whitewash 
on (a wall, etc). (b) (fig) try to make (a person, 
his reputation, etc) appear blameless by cover- 
ing up his faults, etc. 

white? /wait US: hwait/n 1 [U] white colour: 
dressed in ~. 2[C,U] colourless part, eg round 
the yolk of an egg or the white part of the eye- 
ball. 
white-ness п [0] 

Whit-sun /'witsn US: 'hw-/ п [С] (also ,Whit 
'Sunday) 7th Sunday after Easter, the feast of 
the Pentecost. 

whittle /'witl US: 'hw-/ vt,vi whittle sth 
away/down, (a) reduce the size of by cut- 
ting away slices, etc. (b) (fig) reduce gradual- 
ly: Our membership is being slowly ~d away| 
down. 

whiz /wiz US: hwiz/ vi (-zz-), п [О] (make the) 
sound of something rushing through the air: 
The bullets ~zed past. 

whizz-kid /'wiz kid/ п [С] (5) bright, inven- 
tive young person with progressive ideas who 
achieves rapid success. 

who /hu:/ pron (used as the subject, and only 
of persons; object form = whom /hu:m/) 1 
W~ is that тап/аге those men? 2 (replaceable 
by whom formal style): W~ did you give-it ta? 
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W-~(m) did you see? 0 pron 1 (used in defining 
or restrictive clauses; that, sometimes replaces 
who): This is the man who] These are the men 
who wanted to see you. 2 (Whom is often re- 
placed by that except after a preposition and it 
can often be omitted): That is the man (~) I 
met in London last year. That’s the man (that) 
we were speaking about. I know the man you 
mean. 3 (used in non-defining clauses, not re- 
placeable by that): My wife, ~ has been abroad 
recently, hopes to see you soon. 

whoa /woo US: hwau/ int (used to stop a 
horse). 

who'd /hu:d/ = who had; who would. 

who-ever /hu:'eva(r)/ pron any person who; 
the person who: W~ says that is wrong. 

whole /houl/ adj 1 not injured or damaged; 
unbroken: She swallowed the sweet ~. He ate 
the ~ loaf, all of it. 2 entire; complete: / waited 
for her а ~ half hour. 3 (as an adjective; used 
with a sing noun, preceded by the or a posses- 
sive) all that there is of; complete: / want to 
know the ~ truth about this matter. The ~ 
country (= Everyone in the country) was anxi- 
ous for peace. 4 (as an adjective; used with a pl 
noun) not less or fewer than; nothing less than: 
It rained for three ~ days. an (sing with a, an 
or the) thing that is complete in itself; all that 
there is of something: Four quarters makea~. 
He spent the ~ (of the) year in Pakistan. as a 
whole, considered together. on the whole, 
having considered all the facts (and decided); 
for the most part: On the ~ [ agree with you. 
iwhole-'hearted (ly) adj, adv with comptete 
attention, commitment, etc. 
'whole-meal, flour with all the parts of the 
grain. 
i;whole 'number, undivided quantity; num- 
ber without fractions. 
wholly /‘haulli/ adv completely; entirely: / 
wholly agree with you. 

whole-sale /'houlseil/ п [Ч] (usually as ап 
adjective) selling of goods (esp in large quanti- 
ties) to shopkeepers, for sale to the public. о 
adj, adv 1 on the wholesale plan: Our business 
is ~ only. 2 (fig) on a large scale: There was a 
~ slaughter when the police opened fire. 
'whole-saler, person who sells by wholesale. 

whole-some /‘haulsom/ adj healthy; sug- 
gesting good health: ~ food/exercise; а ~ 
appearance. 

who'll /hu:l/ = who shall; who will. 

whom /hu:m/ & who. 

whoop /hu:p/ п [С] 1 loud cry: ~s of joy. 2 
gasping sound heard during a fit of coughing. 
о vi,vtmakea loud cry or yell: to~ with joy. 
'whoop-ing-cough, children’s disease with 
gasping coughs and long, noisy indrawing of 
breath. 

who're /‘hu:a(r)/ = whoare.. 

whore /'ho:(r)/ п [С] prostitute. 

whorl /wa:l US: hwarl/ n{C] 1 ring of leaves, 


25 — 939 


who's /wildebeest 


petals, etc round a stem of a plant. 2 one turn 
of a spiral, eg as seen on the shell of a snail or 
ona fingerprint. 

who's /hu:z/ = who is; who has. 

whose /hu:z/ possessive pron (& who, 
which) of whom; of which: W~ house is that? 
I wonder ~ house that is. Is that the man ~ 
house was burnt down last week? Members of 
the Fire Service, ~ work is often dangerous, are 
paid less than the Police Force. 

who-so-ever /hu:ssu'eva(r)/ pron (old use) 
= whoever. 

who've /hu:v/ = who have. 

why /wai US: hwai/ adv for what reason; with 
what purpose: W~ was he late? Do you know 
~ he was late? That's (the reason) ~ I left. 

wick /wik/ п [СО] 1 (length of) string 
through а candle. 2 (strip of) woven material 
by which oil is drawn up in some cigarette 
lighters, an oil-lamp, etc. 

wicked /'wikid/ adj 1 (of a person, his acts) 
wrong; immoral: /t was ~ of you to hit the old 
woman. 2 spiteful; intended to injure: а ~ 
blow. 3 mischievous: She gave те a~ look. 
wick-ed-ly adv 
wick-ed-ness [U] 

wicker /'wiko(r)/ adj of twigs or canes woven 
together: a~ chair. 

wicket /'wikit/ п [С] (cricket) either of the 
two pairs of three sticks (stumps) (with cross- 
pieces called bails) at which the ball is bowled; 
area of grass between two wickets. 
'wicket-keeper, player who stands behind 
the wicket to stop balls not struck by the bats- 
man, to catch batsmen out, etc. 

wide /waid/ adj (-r, -st) 1 measuring much 
from side to side or in comparison with length: 
а ~ river; a road twelve metres ~. 2 (fig) of 
great extent; comprehensive: a man with ~ in- 
terests, interested in many subjects; a ~ selec- 
tion of new books; in the ~st sense of the word. 
3 fully opened: Open your mouth ~. 4 far from 
what is aimed at or from a specific point: Your 
answer was ~ of the mark, & mark'(6). o adv 
1 far from the point aimed at: The arrow fell ~ 
of the mark. 2 fully: He was ~ awake. The win- 
dow was ~ open. 3 over a large area: travel far 
and~. 
\wide-a'wake adj (fig) alert, watchful: а ~- 
awake young woman, one who realizes what 1s 
going on, etc and is not easily deceived. 
‘wide-spread adj (esp) found, distributed, 
over a large area. 
wide-ly аду (a) at distant intervals: ~/ dis- 
tributed. (b) to a large extent or degree: ~/y 
different. (с) over a large area; by many рег- 
sons: И is ~ly known that... 

widen /'waidn/ vt,vi make or become wide(r). 

widow /'widou/ п [С] woman who has not 
married again after her husband’s death. 
wid-ower, man who has not married again 
after his wife’s death. 
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'widow-hood /-hud/ п [0] state, time, of be- 
ing a widow. 

width /wit/ 1 [О] quality or state of being 
wide: a road of great ~. 2 [С] measurement 
from side to side: a~ of 10 metres; 10 metres in 
~. 3 [С] piece of material of a certain width: 
silk of various ~s. 

wield /wi:ld/ vt have and use: ~ an axe; ~ 
power. 

wife /waif/ п [С] (p/ wives /waivz/) married 
woman, esp in relation to her husband: Smith 
and his ~; the baker’s~. 
wife-ly adj of, like, suitable for, a wife: ~/y 
duties. 

wig /wig/ п [С] head-covering of false hair (as 
worn to hide baldness, and by actors, barris- 
ters and judges). 

wiggle /'wigl/ vt,vi (cause to) move with 
quick, short, side-to-side movements: The 
baby was wiggling its toes. Stop wiggling your 
hips and sit down. о п [С] wiggling movement. 
wig-gly adj wavy: a wiggly line. 

wild /waild/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (of animals) not 
tamed or domesticated; living in natural con- 
ditions (eg lions, giraffes, wolves); (of plants) 
growing in natural conditions; not cultivated: 
~ flowers/birds. 2 (of persons, tribes, etc) un- 
civilized; savage. 3 (of scenery, areas of land, 
etc) not lived in and perhaps dangerous: ~, 
mountainous areas. 4 stormy: You'd better stay 
indoors on a ~ night like this. 5 excited; pas- 
sionate: There were sounds of ~ laughter. He 
was ~ with anger. drive sb wild, make him 
angry, mad. 6 be wild about sth/sb, (in- 
formal) have a strong desire for; be madly en- 
thusiastic about: Гт still ~ about the Beatles. 
7 disorderly; out of control: a state of ~ confu- 
sion; settle down aftera~ youth. run wild, be 
without control or discipline: They allow their 
children to run ~. 8 done or said without 
thought or consideration: a~ guess. о advina 
wild manner: shoot ~. 
)wild 'boar, wild pig with tusks. 
iwild 'cat, (a) wild European cat. (b) (fig) 
uncontrolled, hot-tempered woman. 
'wild-cat adj (of a strike) sudden and unoffi- 
cial: a,~-cat 'strike. 
'wild-fire, (in) spread like wild-fire, (of 
rumours, etc) very fast. 
'wild-fowl, game birds. 
i\wild-'goose-chase, 
search, etc. 
lwild-life, wild animals, birds, insects, etc 
collectively. 
iWild 'West, western US during the period 
of early settlement. 
the wilds, uncultivated (and often uninhab- 
ited) areas: the ~s of Africa. 
wild-ly аду in a wild manner: rush about ^ у; 
a~ly(= greatly) exaggerated story. 
wild-ness п [0] 

wilde-beest /'wildabi:st/[C} = gnu. 
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wil-der-ness /'wildanis/ п [С] (rarcly pf) 1 
wild uncultivated land. 2 empty expanse: a ~ 
of waters. 

wile /wail/ п [С] (usually pf) trick: the ~s of 
the Devil. а vt (rare) 1 trick: ~ him away. 2 
(used for while): wiling away the time. 

wil-ful (US also will-) /'wilfl/ adj 1 (of a per- 
son) obstinate; determined to have one’s own 
way: a~ child. 2 intentional; for which com- 
pulsion, ignorance or accident is no excuse: ~ 
murder|negligence. 
wil-fully /-fali/ adv 

will’ /wil/ anomalous finite (often shortened 
to ‘il in speech; negative will not or won't 
{waunt/; pt conditional would /wad strong 
form wod/ often shortened to "Я in speech; 
negative would not or wouldn't /'wodnt/) 1 
(used to make the future tense): /f today is 
Monday, tomorrow ~ be Tuesday. You'll be in 
time if you hurry. I wonder whether it ~ be 
ready. I wondered whether it would be ready. 2 
(used -with the first person (/, we) to express 
willingness, consent, an offer or a promise): 
All right, ГИ come. We won't do it again. We 
said we would help them. 3 (used in questions, 
making requests, etc and often equivalent to 
please): W~ you come in? Pass the salt, ~ you? 
Please pass the salt. 4 (used to show insistence 
or inevitability; always stressed): He '~ have 
his own way, insists on this. Accidents '~ hap- 
pen, They are to be expected from time to 
time. That’s just what you ‘would say, what you 
might be expected to say. 5 (used in the nega- 
tive to show refusal): He won’t/wouldn’t help 
me. 6 (used to show that something happens 
from time to time, that a person has the habit, 
that something is natural or to be expected): 
He'll sit there hour after hour looking at the 
traffic go by. 7 (used to show probability or 
likelihood): This’ll be the book you’re looking 
for, [ think. 8 (Would is used with J, we to form 
conditional statements expressing the speak- 
er’s will or intention): We would have come if it 
hadn't rained. 

will? /wil/ vt (pt would, no other forms used) 
(old use) 1 wish: Let him do what he ~. 2 (the 
subject [ is often omitted) used to express 
wishes: Would (that) it were otherwise! 3 
choose; desire: the place where he would be. 
‘would-be adj (used to show what is desired, 
aspired to, or intended): ,;would-be ‘authors. 

will? /wil/ vi,vi (pt,pp ~ed) 1 make use of 
one’s mental powers in an attempt to do or get 
something: We cannot achieve success merely 
by ~ing it. 2 use the will*(1): W~ing and 
wishing are not the same thing. 3 intend uncon- 
ditionally: /t’s as if fate ~ed us to be happy. 4 
influence, control or compel, by exercising the 
will: Can you ~ yourself to keep awake? 5 
leave (property, etc) (to a person) by means of 
a will*(6): He ~ed most of his money to chari- 
ties. 
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wiil* jwil/ я 1 the ~, mental power by which 
a person can direct his thoughts and actions, 
and influence those of others: the freedom of 
the ~. 2 [C] control exercised over oneself, 
one’s desires, etc: He has no ~ of his own, 1s 
easily influenced by others. Не has a strong! 
weak ~. 3 (sing only) determination; desire or 
purpose: The ~ to live helps a patient to гесоу- 
er, of one’s own free will, without being 
required or compelled: You did it of your own 
free ~. 4 (sing with a, an) energy; enthusiasm: 
work with a ~. 5 [U] (used with a possessive) 
that which is desired or determined: He has al- 
ways had his ~ (or, informal, his own way). > 
ill-will. 6 [С] (also [451 ~ and testament) state- 
ment of how a person’s property is to be own- 
ed after death. 
will-ful adj(US = wilful). 

will-ing /'wilin/ adj 1 ready, agreeing, to 
help, to do what is needed, asked, etc: ~ work- 
ers. 2 done, given, etc quickly, without hesita- 
tion: ~ obedience. 
will-ing-ly adv 
will-ing-ness л [С]: show ~ness to help. 

wil-low /'wilau/ п [С] kinds of tree or shrub 
with thin, easily bent branches; [U] twigs of 
this tree used for weaving into baskets; its 
wood, used for making cricket bats, etc. 

wilt /wilt/ vi,vt 1 (of plants, flowers) (cause to) 
droop, lose freshness (through dryness). 2 
(fig) (of persons) lose energy: ~ in the hot 

weather. 

wily /'waili/ adj (-ier, -iest) cunning (the usual 
word). 

win /win/ vt,vi (pt,pp won /wan/) (-пп-) 1 get 
as the result of hard work, perseverance, 
struggle, competition, gambling, etc: ~ a 
гасе[а battle/a scholarship|second prize|fame 
and fortune. win hands down, (informal) 
succeed easily. 2 persuade (a person) by argu- 
ment; gain the favour of: We won him over to 
our view. 3 reach by effort: ~ the summit) the 
shore. a п [С] success in a game, competition, 
etc: Our team has had five ~s this summer. 
win-ner, person, animal, thing, that wins. 
win-ning adj (a) that wins: the ~ning horse. 
(b) producing confidence and friendship: a 
пт smile. 
win-nings /'wininz/ п p/ money won in bet- 
ting, gambling, etc. 

wince /wins/ vt show bodily or mental! pain 
or distress (by a movement, sound or by loss 
of control): Не ~dat the insult. о n{C] wincing 
movement: withouta~. 

winch /wintS/ 2 [С] machine for hoisting or 
pulling heavy objects. o vt move by using a 
winch. 

wind! /wind/ 2 1 [СУ] (often sing with the; 
with much, little, etc when the reference is to 
degree or force; with а, an or in pl when the 
reference is to the kind of wind) air in motion 
as the result of natural forces: a north~, blow- 
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ing from the north. The ~ blew my hat off. put 
the wind up sb, (5/) cause him to feel fright- 
ened. see/find out how the wind 
blows, what people are thinking, what is 
likely to happen. take the wind out of 
sh‘s sails, (a) prevent him from doing ог 
saying something by doing it or saying it be- 
fore him. (b) take away his advantage sud- 
denly. 2 (p/) the cardinal points: The house 
stands on a hilltop, exposed to the four ~s. 3 
[U] breath needed for running or continuous 
exercise: The runner soon lost his ~, became 
out of breath. & second wind. 4 [Ч] scent 
carried by the wind (showing where some- 
thing is). get wind of, (fig) hear a rumour of, 
begin to suspect. 5 [U] empty words; meaning- 
less or useless talk: Don’t listen to the. politi- 
cians— they're all ~. 6 [U] gas formed in the 
bowels and causing discomfort: The baby is 
suffering from ~. break wind, expel wind 
from the bowels. 7 (sing with the) orchestral 
wind-instruments: the 'wood~, eg flutes, 
oboes. 
'wind-bag, (informal) person who talks a lot 
but says nothing important. 
'wind-break, hedge, fence, line of trees, etc 
to give protection from the wind. 
'wind-cheater, jacket designed to give 
protection against the wind. 
'wind-fall, (a) fruit (eg an apple) blown offa 
tree by the wind. (b) (fig) unexpected piece of 
good fortune, esp money coming to some- 
body. 
'wind-instrument, musical instrument in 
which sound is produced by a current of air 
(eg an organ, a flute, a cornet). 
'wind-mill, mill worked by the action of the 
wind on sails(2) which revolve. 
'wind-pipe, passage for air from the throat 
to the lungs. 
'wind-screen (US = _ 'wind-shield), 
screen of glass in front of a motor-vehicle, etc. 
'wind-screen-wiper, apparatus for wiping 
rain from a windscreen. 
'wind-swept adj exposed to (and blown 
bare by) strong winds: а ,~ swept hillside. 
'wind-tunnel, structure through which air is 
forced (at controlled speeds) to study its 
effects on (models of) aircraft, etc. 
wind-less adj without wind: a~less day. 
wind-ward /-wod/ adj, adv (side) in the direc- 
tion from which the wind blows. о п [U] wind- 
ward side. 
windy adj (-ier, -iest) with a lot of wind: a 
~y day; ~y weather. 
wind. ily /-ali/ adv 
windi-ness я [0] 

wind? /wind/ vt (from мита) (рЬрр ~ed 
/‘windid/) 1 know the presence of by smell: 
The hounds ~ed the fox. 2 exhaust the 
wind(3) of: He was quite ~ed by the long 
climb|by running to catch the bus.’ 
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wind? /waind/ vi,vt (pt.pp wound /waund/) 1 
go, (cause to) move, in a curving, spiral, or 
twisting manner: The river ~s (its way) to the 
sea. 2 twist (string, thread, etc) into a ball, or 
round or on to something: ~ (up) wool into a 
ball. 3 fold or wrap closely (round): ~ a shaw! 
round a baby. She wound her arms round the 
child. 4 turn (a handle, eg of a winch); raise 
(something) by doing this: ~ a handle; ~ up a 
bucket from a well. 5 tighten the spring of (a 
watch or clock), raise the weights that operate 
a Clock: /f you forget to ~ (up) your watch it 
will stop. 6 be wound up (to), be (emotion- 
allv) excited: He was wound up to a high pitch 
of excitement. => unwind. 7 come or bring to 
an end: /Г5 time for him to ~ up his speech. 
They wound up the evening by singing some 
folk-songs. a n [C] single turn in winding 
string, winding up a clock, etc. 

wind-lass /'windlas/ и [С] machine for pul- 
ling or lifting things (eg water from a well) by 
means of a rope or chain which is wound 
round an axle. 

win-dow /'windou/ п [С] opening (usually 
covered with glass) in a wall or roof of a build- 
ing, the side of a ship, carriage, car, etc to let in 
light and air: look out of the ~~; break aw. 
'window-box, box fixed to a window sill for 
plants. 

'window-dresser, person whose profes- 
sion is designing shop-window displays. _ 
'window-dressing, (esp) (fig) giving а de- 
liberately false or exaggerated image to hid the 
unpleasant truth. 

'window-pane, pane of glass for or in a 
window. 

'window-shopping, looking at goods dis- 
played in shop-windows. 

lwindow-sill, © sill. 

windy /'windi/ © wind’. 

wine /wain/ п 1 [U] alcoholic drink made 
from the fermented juice of grapes (and other 
fruit, vegetables): a bottle/glass of ~. 2 (pl) dif- 
ferent kinds of wine: French ~s. 0 vt (esp) 
wine and dine sb, entertain to a meal: We 
were ~dand dined at the Пит’; expense. 
'wine-glass, glass for drinking wine. 

wing /win/ п [С] 1 either of the two organs of 
a bird by which it flies; one of the similar or- 
gans of an insect; one of the surfaces by which 
an aircraft is supported in the air. clip a per- 
son’s wings, limit his movements, power, 
expenditure, etc. take sh under one’s 
wing, take him under one’s protection; give 
him care and guidance. 2 part of a building, 
etc which projects or is extended from one of 
its sides: add a new ~ 10 а hospital. 3 (GB) part 
of the body of a motor-vehicle covering the 
wheel (US = fender). 4 either of the flanks of 
an army or fleet; unit placed to guard a flank. 
5 those members of a political party holding 
more extreme views than those of the major- 
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ity: the left/right ~. 6 (р/) unseen areas to the 
right and left of the stage of a theatre. 7 on 
the wing, in flight. take wing, start flying. 
8 something like a wing in appearance or posi- 
tion, eg certain types of screw, seeds (esp of the 
maple and sycamore). 9 (also winger) (foot- 
ball, hockey) forward whose place is either 
side of the centre. с vt,vi1 fly: The planes ~ed 
(their way) over the Alps. 2 injure (a bird) in 
flight. 3 (informal) injure (a person) in the 
arm. 

'wing-chair, one with angled extensions on 
a high back. 

wing-collar, upright collar with corners 
turned down. 

wing-commander, officer in the Royal Air 
Force. 

'wing-span/-spread, measurement across 
wings when extended. 

'wing-tip, outer edge of a wing. 

wink /wink/ vi,vt 1 wink (at), close and 
open (an eye); get rid of (tears) by doing this: 
She ~ed at me, eg as a private signal of some 
kind. 2 (of a star, light, etc) shine or flash at 
very short intervals: A lighthouse was ~ing in 
the far distance. оп [С] 1 act of winking, esp as 
a signal or hint. 2 very short time: / didn’t sleep 
a~/|didn’t have a~ of sleep, didn’t sleep at all. 
have forty winks, a short sleep (esp during 
the day). 

winkle /'wink!/ л [С] sea-snail used as food. о 
vt extract, force or pull out. 

win-ner, win-ning > win. 

win-now /'winau/ vt use a stream of air to 
separate dry outer coverings from (grain). 

win-some /'winsam/ adj (formal) (of a per- 
son, his appearance) attractive; pleasing. 

win-ter /'winto(r)/ п [С] season between 
autumn and spring (November or December 
to February in the northern hemisphere): a 
cold ~; have snow in ^^; ~ sports, eg ice- 
skating, skiing. о vi pass the winter: ~ in the 
south. 
win-tery, win-try /'wintri/ adj of or like 
winter:a~y sky/day. 

wipe!’ /waip/ n [C] 1 act of wiping. 2 some- 
thing used for wiping (eg for cleaning 
wounds). 

Wipe? /waip/ vt,vi1 clean or dry (something) 
by rubbing with a cloth, paper, the hands, etc: 
~ one’s hands оп а towel; ~ plates dry. 2 (uses 
with adverbial particles and prepositions): 
wipe sth away, remove (eg tears) by wip- 
ing. 
wipe sth off, (a) remove by wiping: ~ off a 
drawing from the blackboard. (b) get rid of: ~ 
off a debt. 
wipe sb out, (s/) murder him. wipe sth 
out, (a) clean the inside of: ~ out a jug. (b) 
get rid of; remove: ~ out an insult (esp by 
revenge). (c) destroy completely: a disease 
that almost ~d out the population. 
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wipe sth up, (a) wipe crockery, cutlery, etc 
dry. (b) take up (liquid, etc) by wiping: ~ up 
spilt milk; ~ up amess. 

wire /'waio(r)/ п 1 [C,U] (piece or length of) 
metal in the form of a thread: 'telephone ~(s); 
~ netting, made by weaving wire (used for 
fences, fruit cages, etc). & barbed wire. 2 [С] 
(informal, esp US) = telegram: send offa~.a 
vt,vi1 fasten with wire: ~ two things together. 
2 install electrical circuits (in a building): Has 
the house been ~d for electricity yet? 3 (infor- 
mal, esp US) telegraph: He ~d me that he 
would be delayed. 
'wire-cutters, tool for cutting wire. 
'wire-haired adj with stiff, wiry hair. 
jwire-'wool, pad of fine wire for cleaning 
with. 
wir-ing, (esp) system of wires for electric cur- 
rent. 
wiry adj (-ier, -iest) (a) like wire. (b) (of per- 
sons) lean and with strong sinews. 

wire-less /'warolis/ adj, п [С] (old use) = 
radio. 

wis-dom /'wizdem/ п [0] 1 quality of being 
wise. 2 wise thoughts, sayings, etc: the ~ of the 
ancients/our ancestors. 
'wisdom-tooth, back tooth, usually com- 
ing through after 20 years of age. 

wise /waiz/ adj (-r, -st) having ог showing ex- 
perience, knowledge, good judgement, etc: ~ 
menlacts. Не. was ~ enough not to drive when 
he was feeling ill. be none the wiser, be no 
better informed: After the lecture he was none 
the ~r, knew no more than before. 
wise-ly adv 

wish /wif/ vt,vi1 have a desire that is possible 
or impossible: / ~~ [ knew what was happening. 
I~ I were rich. 2 have as a desire: She ~ed her- 
self home (= wished that she was at home) 
again. 3 wish sb well/ill, hope that he may 
have good/ill fortune, etc: He ~es me well. I~ 
nobody ill. 4 say that one hopes for: ]~ youa 
pleasant journey. 5 express as a greeting: ~ 
him good morning|goodbye. 6 wish for, have 
a strong desire for (esp something unlikely to 
be obtained or achieved, or that can be ob- 
tained only by good fortune or in exceptional 
circumstances): How йе ~ed for an epportun- 
ity to go abroad! What more can you ~ for? 7 
express a desire: Doing is better than ~ing. 8 
wish sb/sth on sb, (informal) transfer to a 
person (esp with the idea of getting rid of him 
or it): !wouldn’t ~ my father-in-law on anyone, 
(suggesting that he is unpleasant). a 2 1 [C,U] 
desire; longing: He ignored his father’s ~es. 2 
[С] that which is wished for: She got her ~. 
wish-ful /-fl/ having or expressing a wish; 
desiring. wishful thinking, thinking or 
believing that something is true because one 
wishes it were true. 
wish-fully /-fali/ adv 

wisp /wisp/ п [С] small bunch, amount: а ~ 


wistful /witness 


of straw|hair|smoke. 
wispy adj (-ier, -iest) small, vague, slight. 

wist-ful /'wistfl/ adj sad and longing: having, 
showing disappointment: a ~ expression. 
wist-fully /-foli/ adv in a wistful manner: She 
looked ~ly at the photographs of herself when 
she was young and beautiful. 

wit /wit/ п 1 (sing or p/) intelligence; under- 
standing; quickness of mind: He hadn’t the 
~slhadn’t ~ enough to realize what to do in the 
emergency. at one’s wit’s end, not know- 
ing what to do or say because of worry, etc. D 
also scare. have/keep one’s wits about 
one, be alert and ready to act. live by one’s 
wits, live by clever, not always honest. 
methods. 2 [U] clever and humorous expres- 
sion of ideas; liveliness of spirit: His writings 
sparkle with ~. 3 [С] person noted for his 
wit(2). 
wit-tily /-al1/ adv 
wit-ti-cism /'witisizom/ п [С] witty remark. 
wit-less adj stupid. 
witty adj (-ier, -iest) full of humour: а ~ty 
girl/remark. 

witch /wit{/[C] 1 woman said to use magic, 
esp for evil purposes. 2 (fig) fascinating or per- 
suasive woman. 
'witch-craft, use of magic. 
'witch-doctor man believed to be able to 
cure disease by magic. 
'witch-hunt, (modern informal) search and 
persecution (eg of persons said to be disloyal 
to the state). 

with /wid/ prep 1 (equivalent to construc- 
tions with have) having; carrying; charac- 
terized by: a coat ~ two pockets; a girl ~ blue 
eyes. 2 (used to show what 15 used for filling, 
covering, etc): Fill the box ~ sand. The hills 
were covered ~ snow. 3 (used to show the 
means or method): write ~ a pen; carry it~ 
both hands; see it ~ your own eyes; ~ your 
help. 4 (used to show accompaniment or rela- 
tionship): Пуе ~ your parents, put one thing ~ 
others. Is there anyone ~ you or are vou alone? 
in with, mixed up with: She’s in ~ the wrong 
crowd, eg of a girl whose companicns are a 
bad influence. 5 (used to show antagonism, 
opposition): fight/argue/struggle/quarrel ~ 
them. fall out with, г> fall?(14). have it 
out with sb, г> have*(9). 6 (used to show 
cause) because of; owing to: trembling ~ fear; 
shaking ~ cold. 7 (used to show manner): do it 
~ anefforit/~ pleasure; standing ~ his hands т 
his pockets; fight ~ courage, courageously. 8 
in the same way or direction as; at the same 
time as: A tree’s shadow moves ~ the sun. Do 
you rise ~ the sun, ie at dawn? 9 (used to show 
care, charge or possession): Leave the child ~ 
(= ш the care of) its aunt. I have no money ~ 
me. 10 in regard to; concerning: be patient ~ 
them; sympathize ~ her. What do you want ~ 
те? We can’t -do anything/can do nothing ~ 
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him, cannot influence, control, make use of, 
him. 11 (used to show separation): He has 
broken ~ his best friend. 12 (used to show 
agreement, harmony): He who is not ~ me (= 
on my side) is against me. I (dis)agree ~ you. 
be/get/'with it, (5/) become aware of what 
is popular and up to date: (as an adjective) '~- 
it clothes. 13 in spite of: W~ all her faults he 
still liked her. 

with-draw /wi6'dro:/ уг, у (pt -drew /-'dru:/, 
рр -drawn /-'dro:n/) 1 pull or draw back; take 
out or away: ~ money from the Bank. The 
workers threatened to ~ their labour, to go on 
strike. 2 take back (a statement, an accusa- 
tion, an offer): He refused to ~ (the remark), 
eg after calling a person a liar. 3 (cause to) 
move back or away: ~ troops from an exposed 
position; ~ from society. 
with-drawal /-al/ и [0] withdrawing or be- 
ing withdrawn; [C] instance of this. 
with-drawn adj (of persons, their looks) 
shy; reserved and quiet. 

wither /'wido(r)/ vt,vi 1 (cause to) become 
dry, faded or dead: The hot summer ~ed (up) 
the grass. Her hopes ~ed (away). 2 cause (a 
person) to be covered with shame or confu- 
sion: She gave hima ~ ing look. 
wither-ing-ly /'widorinh/ adv 

with-ers /'widez/ п р! highest part of the 
back of a horse, etc between the shoulder- 
blades. 

with-hold /wid'thould/ vt (ptpp -held 
/-'held/) keep back; refuse to give: He tried to 
~ the truth from us. I shall ~ my consent. 

with-in /wid'n/ prep inside; not beyond: 
remain ~ calllreach, near by; live ~ one’s 
income, not spend more than one earns; ~ an 
hour, in less than an hour; ~ a mile of the 
Station. 

with-out /wid'aut/ prep 1 not having: not 
with; free from: You can’t buy things ~ money. 
He was working ~ any hope of reward. with- 
out doubt, admittedly; certainly. without 
Fail, certainly. do without, > do*(14). 2 
(uses before gerunds): He can’t speak German 
~ making mistakes, He speaks German incor- 
rectly. it/that goes without saying, 15 
too obvious, too well known, etc to need say- 
ing. о adv (old use) to, at, or on, the outside. 

with-stand /wid'stend/ vt (pt.pp -stood 
/-'stud/) resist, hold out against, (pressure, at- 
tack): ~ а siege; shoes that will ~ hard wear. 

wit-less /'withis/ adj > wit". 

wit-ness /'witnis/ п [С] 7 (often 'eye-~) рег- 
son who was actually present at an event and 
should, for this reason, be able to describe it: 
person who gives evidence under oath in a law 
court. 2 [U] evidence; testimony; what is said 
about a person, an event, etc: give ~ on behalf 
of an accused person at his trial. bear wit- 
ness to sth, be evidence of: acts that bear ~ 
to her courage. 3 person who adds his own 
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signature to a document to testify that an- 
other person’s signature on it is genuine. 4 
person or thing that is a sign or proof: My 
clothes are а ~ to my poverty. а vt,vi Л be 
present at and see: ~ an accident. 2 give 
evidence (in a law court): ~ (= testify) to the 
truth of astatement. 3 be a witness(3): ~ a sig- 
nature. 4 give evidence of; show: Her pale face 
~ed the pain she felt. 
‘witness-box, enclosure in a law court in 
which a witness stands while giving evidence. 

wit-ti-cism /'witisizam/ > wit’. 

wit-ting-ly /'witinli/ adv knowingly; inten- 
tionally. 

wives /waivz/ p/ of wife. 

wiz-ard /'wizod/ п [С] 1 magician. 2 person 
with amazing abilities: a financial ~, person 
able to make money with amazing ease. 

wiz-ened /'wiznd/ adj dried up, shrivelled: a 
~ tree/apple. 

wobble /'wobl/ ур. у! 1 (cause to) move ип- 
steadily from side to side: Jellies ~. 2 (fig) be 
uncertain (in opinions, in making decisions, 
etc): 1 ~d between two opinions. 
wob-bly /'wobli/ adj (-ier, -iest) not firm or 
steady: He’s still a little wobbly on his legs after 
his long illness. 

woe /wou/ п (poetic) 1 [Ц] sorrow; grief; dis- 
tress: а tale of ~. 2 (pl) causes of woe; 
troubles: poverty, illness and other ~s. 
woe-ful /-fl/ adj sorrowful; causing woe: 
~ ful ignorance. 
woe-fully /-fali/ adv 

woke, woken > wake’. 

wolf /wolf/ п [С] (р! wolves /wulvz/) wild, 
flesh-eating animal of the dog family. ery 
wo/f, raise false alarms. о vt eat quickly and 
greedily: ~ down one’s dinner. 
‘wolf-cub, (a) young wolf. (b) (formerly) 
junior scout. 
‘wolf-whistle, whistle or other sound (eg 
made by a man in the street) expressing admi- 
ration of a woman’s beauty. o vt make this 
sound. 

woman /'wuomon/ и (р/ women /'wimin/) 1 
adult female human being: men, women and 
children, a single (= unmarried) ~,; a~ of the 
world, one with experience of society, not 
young and innocent. 2 (used as an adjective): a 
~ driver|doctor. 3 (without a, an or the) the fe- 
male sex; any woman: W~ is as capable as 
man. 4 (sing with the) feminine emotions: 
There is something of the ~ in his character. 5 
[С] man with a weak or indecisive character: 
He behaves like an old~. 
'lwoman-hood /-hud/, (a) (collective) 
women in general. (b) the state of being a 
woman: She had now grown to/reached ~hood. 
woman-ize (also -ise) /-aiz/ vi try to get a 
woman’s friendship (esp for casual relation- 
ships). 
:woman-'kind, women in general. | 


women-folk /‘wiminfauk/ я pi women, esp 
of one’s own family. 

;women’s ‘lib, & lib. 

womb /wu:m/ и [С] (anat) organ in a female 
mammal in which offspring is carried and 
nourished while developing before birth. 

wom-bat /'wombet/ n [С] Australian ani- 
mal (looking like a small! bear), the female of 
which has a pouch for its young. 

won /wan/ > win. 

won-der /'wanda(r)/ n 1 [U] feeling caused 
by something unusual, surprising or that can- 
not be explained; surprise combined with ad- 
miration, etc: They were filled with ~. no/ 
little/small wonder, it is not surprising: 
No~ you were so late. 2 [С] thing or event that 
causes such feeling: Walking on the moon is 
one of the ~s of our times. work wonders, 
work with remarkable results. /t is a 
wonder (that), It is surprising that: /?'sa~w 
(that) you didn’t lose your way in the dark. в 
vi,vt 1 be filled with wonder(1); feel surprised: 
I don’t ~ at her refusing to marry him. 2 feel 
curiosity; think: / was ~ing about that. I was 
just ~ing. I~ who he is. 

'won-der-land, (a) fairyland. (b) country 
that is remarkable in some way (eg because of 
many natural resources). 

won-der-ful /-fl/ adj causing wonder; sur- 
prising: We’ ve had ~ful weather. 
won-der-fully /-fali/ adv 

won-der-ment п [0] (formal) = surprise. 

wonky /'wonki/ adj (GB s/) unsteady; unreli- 
able: a ~ chair, one that might break. 

wont /woaunt US: wo:nt/ п (sing only) (dated) 
what a person is accustomed to doing: He 
went to bed much earlier than was his ~, than 
he usually did. 

won't /woount/ = will not. 

woo /wu:/ vt (pt,pp ~ed) 1 (old use) = 
court?(1). 2 (modern use) try to win (fame, 
success): ~ voters. 

wooer, person who woos. 

wood /wud/ n 1 [U] (with a, an, and р! only 
when meaning kind, sort, variety) hard solid 
substance of a tree below the bark: Tables are 
usually made of ~. Put some more ~ on the 
fire. Teak is a hard (kind of) ~ and pine is a soft 
(kind of) ~. & touch?(1). 2 [С] (often p/ area 
of land covered with growing trees (not so ex- 
tensive as a forest): a house in the middle of a 
~,; go for a walk in the ~(s). out of the 
wood, (fig) free from troubles or difficulties: 
We're not yet out of the ~, still have difficulties 
to face. be unable to see the ,wood for 
the 'trees, (fig) be unable to get a clear view 
of the whole because of too many details. 3 
(sing with the) in/from the wood, the cask 
or barrel: wine in the ~~. 

-lwood-cut, print from a design, drawing, 
picture, etc cut оп а block of wood. 
'‘wood-cutter, man who cuts down trees. 
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'wood.-land, land covered with trees. 
'ywwood-man, forester; woodcutter. 
'wood-pecker, kinds of bird that cling to 
the bark of trees and tap or peck it to find in- 
sects. 
'wood-wind, wind-instrument 
wood. 
'wood-work, (a) things made of wood, esp 
parts of a building. (b) carpentry. 
'wood-worm, (damage from) wood-eating 
larva. 
wooded adj covered with trees: a thickly ~ed 
country. 
wooden /'wudn/ adj (a) made of wood: a 
~en leg. (b) stiff, clumsy, awkward (as if 
made of wood): а ~en (= inexpressive) smile. 
woody adj (-ier, -iest) (a) wooded: a~y hill- 
side. (b) of or like wood: the ~y stems of a 
plant. 

wooer /'wu:a(r)/1 & woo. 

woof /wof/n[C] cry made by a dog. 

wool /wul/ п [0] 1 soft hair of sheep, goats 
and some other animals; thread, yarn, cloth, 
clothing, made from this. pull the wool 
over sb‘s eyes, deceive or trick him. 2 
material similar in appearance or texture to 
wool: cotton-~, raw cotton pad. 
wool-len (US = woolen) /'wulen/ ad 
made of wool: [еп cloth|blankets. 
wool-lens (US = wool-ens) п p/ woollen 
cloth, clothes, blankets, etc. 
woolly (US also wooly) /'wuli/ adj (-ier, 
-iest) (a) covered with, made of, looking like, 
wool: ~ly hair; a ~ly coat. (b) (fig) (of the 
mind, ideas, decisions) confused; not clear. on 
[С] (pl -ies) (informal) woollen clothes, esp a 
sweater: Put an extra ~ly on when you go out. 

word /ws::d/ п [С] 1 sound or combination of 
sounds (or the written or printed symbols) 
forming a unit of the grammar or vocabulary 
of a language: When we speak we put our 
thoughts into ~s. I have no ~s to (= cannot 
adequately) express my gratitude. a play on 
words, a pun. word for word, literally. in 
a/one word, briefly; to sum up. by word 
of mouth, in spoken, not written, words. 2 
[C] something said; remark or statement: He 
didn’t say a~ about it. I don’t believe a~ of the 
story. eat one’s words, admit that one was 
wrong. have a word with sb, speak to him. 
have words with sb, quarrel. have the 
last word, make the final remark 1n an argu- 
ment. put words into sb‘s mouth, (а) 
tell him what to say. (b) suggest falsely that he 
has said something. say a few words, 
make a short speech. say/put in a good 
word (for sb), speak on his behalf (to sup- 
port or defend). say the word, give the ord- 
er. take the words out of sb‘s mouth, 
say what he was about to say. the last word 
(in sth), the latest, most up-to-date, etc in: 
Our tours of Greece are the last ~ in comfort 


made of 
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and convenience. 3 (sing, without the) news; in- 
formation: Please send те ~ of your safe arri- 
val. W~ came that I was wanted at the office. 4 
(sing only) promise; assurance. be as good 
as one’s word, do what one promises. give 
sb one’s word (that...), promise: The 
goods will arrive on time—I give you my ~. 
take sbh’s word for it, believe what he says: 
I have no proof, but you may take ту ~ for it. 
take sb at his word, believe that he is tel- 
ling the truth, that he will keep a promise. 5 
(sing only) command: order; spoken signal: 
The officer gave the ~ to fire. His ~ is law, His 
orders must be obeyed. > password. 6 (in the 
Christian religion) the Scriptures, esp the 
Gospel. 0 vf express in words: а well-~ed let- 
ler. 
'word-division, dividing of the spelling of a 
word, eg at the end of a line of writing. (Note: 
correct places for word-division are shown by 
(-) in this dictionary.) 
iword-'perfect adj knowing, able to repeat, 
а роет, a part ina play, etc without reading. 
'word-power, ability to express oneself 
well. 
'word-splitting, making of distinctions of 
meaning, etc that are (too) subtle. 
word-ing n (sing only) way in which some- 
thing is expressed; choice of words to express 
meaning: A different ~ing might make the 
meaning clearer. 
wordy adj (-ier, -iest) using, expressed in, a 
large number of words, esp unnecessary 
words: a~y telegram. 

wore /wo:(r)/ pt of wear’. 

work' /wa:k/ 11 [U] use of bodily or mental 
powers with the purpose of doing or making 
something (esp contrasted with play or recrea- 
tion): Are you fond of hard ~? The ~ of build- 
ing the new garage took six months. It was ter- 
ribly hard ~ getting to the top of the mountain. 
This is the ~ of an enemy, An enemy has done 
this. set/get to work (on sth/to do 
sth), begin; make a start. at work (on 
sth), busy or occupied with. аЙ in the 
day’s work, (used to show that something 
is) normal; what is usual or to be expected. 2 
[U] what a person does to earn a living; em- 
ployment: What time do you get to (your) ~ 
every day? The men were on their way to ~. 
in/out of work, employed/unemployed at 
work, at one’s place of employment: She’s at 
~ now, but she'll be back at six. 3 [U] some- 
thing to be done, not necessarily connected 
with a trade or occupation, not necessarily for 
payment: / always find plenty of ~ that needs 
doing in my garden. 4 [U] things needed or 
used for work: She took her ~ (eg her sewing 
materials) into the garden. 5 [U] that which is 
produced by work: The ~ of famous sculptors 
may be seen in museums. = stonework, 
woodwork. 6 (p/; also sing with a) product of 
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the intellect or the imagination: the ~s of 
Shakespeare; the ~s of Beethoven. 7 [U] use of 
energy supplied by electricity, etc: Many ma- 
chines now do the ~ of men. 8 (pl, and used 
with a р/ verb) moving parts of a machine: the 
~s of a clock or watch. There’s something 
wrong with the ~s. 9 (pl in form but often 
treated as a sing noun) building(s) where in- 
dustrial or manufacturing processes are car- 
ried on: a'gas-~s; an‘iron-~s; a'brick-~s. 
iwork of ‘art, (excellent) painting, piece of 
sculpture, etc. 

'work-bench, table at which a mechanic 
does his work. 

'work-book, book with questions to be 
answered (in empty spaces provided), for 
notes, etc. 

'work-day, day which is not a Sunday or a 
holiday. 

'work force, total number of men working 
in a factory, etc. 

'work-in, occasion when workers continue 
to work in a factory to protest against a pro- 
posed closure of the factory, etc. 

'work-man, (a) man who earns a living by 
physical labour or at machines, etc. (b) per- 
son who works in a specified way: a skilled 
~man. 

'work-man-like adj characteristic of a good 
workman. | 

'work-man-ship /-monfip/, quality as seen 
in something made: articles of poor|excellent 
~manship. 

‘work-out, (a) practice, trial, test. (b) 
period of exercise (esp by athletes). 
'work-room, room in which work is done. 
'work-shop, room or building in which 
things (esp machines) are made or repaired. 
'work-shy adj not liking to work; lazy. 
‘work-study, study of how work may be 
done efficiently and economically. 
'work-table, (esp) table with drawers for 
sewing materials, etc. 

work? /wa:k/ vi,vt (pt,pp ~ed) © wrought. 
(For uses with adverbial particles and preposi- 
tions, & 9 below.) 1 do work; engage т 
physical or mental activity: Pve been ~ing 
hard all day. The men in this factory ~ 40 hours 
а week. work to rule, г> rule(1). 2 (ofa ma- 
chine, apparatus, bodily organ, plan, method, 
etc) do what it is designed to do; have the de- 
sired result: The lift/telephone is not ~ing. This 
machine ~s by electricity. My brain doesn’t 
seem to be ~ing well today. Will this new plan| 
method ~? 3 cause to work; set in motion: He 
~S his wife/himself too hard. It ~s by electric- 
ity. 4 produce or obtain as the result of effort: 
~ wonders. work one’s way (through 
college, etc), have a paid job, while study- 
_ ing to meet costs: Не’; ~ing his way through 
medical school. work one‘s passage, pay 
‚ for.a-journey on a ship by work: He ~ed his 


work / working 


passage to New York. 5 operate; control; man- 
age: ~ а mine. 6 (cause to) move into, reach, a 
new state or position, usually by degrees or 
with a succession of smai! movements: Your 
shirt has ~ed-out, has come out from above 
the top of your trousers. One of the screws has 
~ed loose. 7 make or shape by hammering, 
mixing, squeezing, pressure, etc: ~ clay, 
(when making pottery); ~ dough, (when mak- 
ing bread). 8 make by sewing; embroider: ~ a 
design ona cushion-cover. 

9 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 

work away (at sth), continue to work: 
He’s been ~ing away at this job since break- 
fast. 

work sth in/into, introduce; find a place 
for: Can’t you ~ in a few jokes|/~ а few jokes 
into your lecture? 

work sth off, get rid of; dispose of; deal 
with: ~ off extra energy/excess weight. 

work on sb/sth, excite, influence: The in- 
formation about the treatment of prisoners ~ea 
on the consciences of the United Nations rep- 
resentatives. > also 1 above: ~ onanovel. 
work out, (a) be capable of being solved: 
This sum|problem will not ~ out. (b) be, turn 
out, in the end: The situation ~ed out quite 
well. (c) & 6 above. (d) exercise, train (for a 
contest): The champion is ~ing out in the gym 
this morning. Hence, 'work-out п [С] period, 
form, of training. work sth cut, (a) calcu- 
late: P ve ~ed out your share of the expenses at 
#5. (b) get results for: J can’t ~ out these al- 
gebra problems. (с) devise; invent: They’ ve 
~ed out a method of sending a spacecraft to 
Mars. (9) solve: He was ~ing out some coded 
messages. (e) (modern use) solve problems in 
a relationship, marriage: We can ~ it out, 
solve our problems together. (f) (usually pas- 
sive) exhaust by using, operating, etc: That 
silver-mine is now ~ed out, has no more ore. 
work up to sth, advance steadily to a high 
level: The orchestra was ~ing up to a crescen- 
do. work sth up, excite; stir up: ~ up the 
feelings of an audience. work sb/oneself 
up (into), encourage to a high point (of ex- 
citement, etc): Не ~ed himselfleveryone up 
into a state of hysteria. 

work upon sb/sth, > work onsb/sth. 


work.-able /'ws:kobl/ adj that can be work- 


ed; that will work; practicable: Js the proposed 
scheme ~, feasible? 


worker /'w3:ko(r)/ и [С] person who works. 


worker ant/bee, undeveloped female kind. 
с> drone. 


work-.-ing /'w3:kin/ п 1 [С] mine, quarry, etc 


or part of it, which is being, or has been, work- 
ed: The boys went exploring in some disused 
~s. 2[C] the way something works, or the re- 
sult of this: the ~s of the human mind. 3 (as an 
adjective) a working majerity, one that is 


world /worst 


sufficient to be sure of winning when voting: 
The Government has a~ majority. the work- 
ing day, (a) workday (as opposed to a day of 
rest). (b) number of hours worked on a nor- 
mal day: a ~ day of eight hours. in working 
order, able to function properly, do what is 
required; going smoothly: put а machine in ~ 
order. Everything is т ~ order. 0 adj engaged 
in work. 
the working classes, those engaged in 
manual work. Hence, 'working-class adj 
‘working party, (esp) committee appointed 
to secure efficiency in an industry, or one ap- 
pointed (eg by a government department) to 
study and report on a question. 

world /w::ld/ п [С] 1 the earth, its countries 
and people; heaveniy body that may look like 
it: make a journey round the ~. The whole ~| 
All the ~ knows..., It is widely or generally 
known... 2 (as an adjective) affecting, used by, 
intended for, extending over, the world: We’ ve 
had two ~ wars in this century. 3 time, state or 
scene of existence: this ~ and the next, life on 
earth and existence after death. man of the 
world, > тап'(1). 4 the universe; every- 
thing: Is this the best of all possible ~s? in the 
world, in existence: Nothing in the ~ would 
please me more. for (all) the world, for any 
reason: / wouldn’t hurt her feelings for the ~. 
think the world of sb, think very highly of 
him. be/feel on top of the world, elated 
(because of success, good health, etc). sth 
out of this world, something magnificent. 
a world of sth, a great number or quantity 
of; very much/many: My holiday did me a~ of 
good. There’s often a ~ of difference between 
promise and achievement. 5 the material things 
and occupations of life (contrasted with the 
spiritual). make the best of both 
worlds, the material and spiritual. 6 human 
affairs; active life: know/see the ~, have ex- 
perience of life; a man of the ~, person who 
has had a great experience of life. 7 persons, 
institutions, etc connected with a special social 
class or special interests: the ~ of sport/art; the 
racing|/scientific ~. 8 average society, 
fashionable society, their opinions, customs, 
etc: What will the ~ say? What will people say? 
‘World 'Cup, international football compet- 
ition every four years. 
;world-'famous adj known throughout the 
world. 
iworld-'power, nation influencing interna- 
tional politics. 
'worid-weary adj tired of life. 
'world-wide, affecting, throughout, 
world. 
world-ly adj (a) material: ту ~ly goods, my 
property. (b) of the affairs of this life (esp the 
pursuit of pleasure, contrasted with spiritual). 
{с) concerned with, interested in, material 
things. 


the 
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world.ii-ness и [0] 

worm /w3:m/ п [С] 1 kinds of small, boneless, 
limbless, creeping creature. & earthworm, 
hookworm, tapeworm. 2 (used in com- 
pounds) name for larvae, insects, etc: 'silk~; 
'glow~. 3 (fig) insignificant or contemptible 
person. а vt 1 move slowly, or by patience, or 
with difficulty: He ~ed himself{his way 
through the undergrowth. He ~ed himself into 
her confidence. worm sth out of sb, extract 
(by persistent questioning, etc): He ~ed the 
secret out of me. 2 rid of parasitic worms: / 
think we'd better ~ the cat. 

worn /wo:n/ pp of wear’. 

worri-some /'warisom US: 'war-/ adj caus- 
ing worry. 

worry /'war US: 'wari/ vt,vi (pt,pp -ied) 1 
trouble; give (a person, oneself) no peace of 
mind; cause anxiety or discomfort to: The 
noise of the traffic worried her. What’s ~ing 
you? He'll ~ himself to death, make himself ill 
by worrying. 2 be anxious, uneasy, troubled: 
You have no cause to ~. What's the use of 
~ing? 3 (esp of dogs) seize with the teeth and 
‘shake: The dog was ~ing the га!. в п (pl -ies) 1 
[U] condition of being troubled: show signs of 
~. 2 [C] (usually p/) something that worries; 
cause of anxiety: [5 your life full of worries? 
Money has always beena~ to her. 

wor-ried adj troubled; anxious: a worried 
look. 

worry-ing adj full of, causing, worry: have a 
~ ing time. Her lateness is ~ing. 

worse /w;:s/ adj (> bad, worst) 1 more bad; 
more evil: Your work is bad but mine is much 
~. He escaped with nothing ~ than a broken 
arm. the worse for wear, (a) badly worn 
as the result of long wear. (b) (fig) exhausted: 
He looks the ~ for wear after only a year in of- 
fice. 2 in(to) less good health or condition or 
circumstances: The doctor says she is much ~ 
today. a adv ( badly, worst) 1 more badly: 
He is behaving ~ than ever. He has been taken 
~, has become more seriously ill. none the 
worse, not less: / like a man none the ~ for 
being outspoken. worse off, in worse си- 
cumstances; poorer. 2 (used to intensify): /t’s 
raining ~ (= more heavily) than ever. She 
hates me ~ (= more strongly) than before.an 
worse thing(s): / have ~ 10 tell. The first news 
was bad, but ~ followed. 


worsen /'w3:sn/ vt,vimake, become, worse. 


wor-ship /'w3:fip/ п [U] 1 reverence and re- 
spect paid to God: places of ~, churches and 
chapels. 2 admiration and respect shown to or 
felt for a person or thing: the ~ of success; 
фего ~.0 vt,vi (-pp-; US -p-) give worship to: 
~ God. 
wor-ship-per (US = wor-shiper), person 
who worships. 

worst /wa:st/ adj (© bad, worse) the most 
bad, evil, ill: the ~ storm for five years; the ~ 
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behaviour; the ~ condition. о adv (г> badly, 
worse) most badly: Tom played badly, Harry 
played worse and I played~.anthe ~, worst 
part, state, event, etc: You must be prepared for 
the ~, the worst possible news, outcome, etc. 
get the worst of, suffer most. с vi (rare) get 
the better of: He ~ed his enemy. 

worth /№з:0/ adj 1 having a certain value 
(money or ability, etc); of value equal to: Н’5 
not ~ more than two pounds. worth (one’s) 
while, > while. for what it is worth, 
without any guarantee or promise concerning 
it. 2 possessing; having property to the value 
of: Whats the old man ~? for all one is 
worth, (informal) with all one’s energy; mak- 
ing every effort: He was running for all he was 
~.3 giving a satisfactory or rewarding return 
for: The book is well ~ reading. It’s hardly ~ 
troubling about. вп [0] 1 value; what a person 
or thing is worth: know а friend's ~. 2 (usually 
/wo8/) quantity of something of a specified 
value: a'pound’s ~ of apples. 
worth-less adj having no value. 
:worth:'while adj that is worth the time, etc 
needed: а ~ while experiment. >> while. 

worthy /'w3:61/ adj (-ier, -iest) 1 deserving: а 
cause ~ of support; aman who is ~ of a place in 
the team|to be in the team. 2 (often ironic) hav- 
ing merit; deserving respect: a~ gentleman. 
worth: ily /-ali/ adv 
worthi-ness л [0] 

-worthy /-w3:d1/ suffix deserving of: praise- 
worthy. 

would г> will’. 

wound! /wu:nd/ п [С] 1 hurt or injury to the 
living ussue of the body, caused by cutting, 


shooting, tearing, etc, esp as the result of at- _ 


tack (injury being more usually for the result 
of an accident): a'bullet ~. 2 injury to a plant, 
tree, etc in which the bark is cut or torn. 3 in- 
jury to a person’s feelings: a ~ to his pride/ 
vanity. с vt give a wound to: Ten soldiers were 
killed and thirty ~ed. 

wound /waund/ pt,pp of wind?. 

wove, wo-ven > weave. 

wow /wau/ п [С] (s/) tremendous success: The 
new play at the National Theatre’s а ~. 0 int 
expressing wonder, admiration, ес: Wx, 
what a girl! 

wrangle /'‘reng!/ vi n [С] (take part in a) 
noisy or angry argument. 

wrap /rep/ уг, у? (-pp-) 1 put round; cover or 
roll up (in): ~ a child т а shawl; ~ up a present 
in tissue paper; ~ oneself т a blanker. 2 wind 
or fold as a covering or protection: W~ plenty 
of paper round и. 3 be wrapped up in, (а) 
(fig) be hidden in: The affair is ~ped (up) т 
mystery. (b) be deeply interested in: He is 
~ped up in his work|studies. (с) be deeply de- 
voted to: She is ~ped up in her children, de- 
votes all her time, care, etc to them. ол [С] 
outer clothing or covering (eg a scarf, cloak, 


worth/wriggle 


fur or rug). 

wrap-per, (a) loose paper cover for a book. 
(b) cloth tied round the body as а long skirt. 
wrap-ping, (а) [С] something used for 
covering or packing: 'sweet ~pings. (b) [U] 
material for covering or packing something: 
Put plenty of ~ping round the cups. 


wrath /ro@ US: re6/ n [U] (literary) great 


anger (esp caused by misconduct, injustice). 


wreak /ri:k/ vi give expression to: ~ 


havoc] vengeance on her. 


wreath /ri:6/ п [С] (p/ ~s /ri:6z/) 1 flowers or 


leaves twisted or woven together into a circle 
(as placed on a coffin, a grave, a memorial to 
the dead, etc). 2 curling line (of smoke, mist, 
etc). 


wreathe /т1:5/ vi,vi 1 cover, encircle: ~d 


with flowers; hills ~d in mist; a face ~d in 
smiles. 2 wreathe sth into..., make (flow- 
ers, etc) (into a wreath). 3 (of smoke, mist, etc) 
move in the shape of a wreath. 


wreck /rek/ 1 1 [U] ruin or destruction, esp 


of a ship by storms: save a ship from ~; [C] in- 
stance of this: The storm caused ~s all along 
the coast. 2 [С] ship that has suffered 
wreck(1): Robinson Crusoe obtained food and 
supplies from the ~. 3 [С] vehicle, building, etc 
that has been badly damaged or fallen into 
ruin: The car was a worthless ~ after the colli- 
sion. 4 [0] (fig) ruin (of hopes, etc). 5 [С] per- 
son whose health has been destroyed: /f you 
worry too much, you ll become a nervous ~. 0 
vt cause the wreck of: The ship/train was ~ed. 
wreck.age /'rekid3/ п [U] wrecked object, 
material: The ~age (of the aircraft) was scat- 
tered over a wide area. 


wren /ren/ п [С] kinds of small songbird. 
wrench /rent{/ п [С] 1 sudden and violent 


twist or pull: He gave his ankle а ~, twisted it 
by accident. 2 (pain caused by a) sad parting 
or separation: Separation from her children 
was a terrible ~. 3 tool for gripping and turn- 
ing nuts, bolts, etc; spanner. с vi 1 twist or pull 
violently: ~ the door open; ~ a door off its 
hinges. 2 injure (eg one’s ankle) by twisting. 


wrest /rest/ vt 1 take (something) away with 


force: ~ a knife from him|~ it out of his hands. 
2 get by effort: ~ a confession of guilt from a 
person. 


wrestle /'resl/ vi 1 struggle with a person (as 


a sport) and try to throw him to the ground 
without hitting him. 2 (fig) struggle: ~ with a 
problem|one’s conscience. 

wres-tler, /'reslo(r)/, person who wrestles. 


wretch /ret{/ п [С] 1 unfortunate and miser- 


able person. 2 contemptible, mean person. 


wretched /'ret{id/ adj 1 miserable: living in 


~ poverty. 2 causing misery: ~ houses. 3 (in- 
formal) of poor quality: ~ weather|food. 
wretched-.ly adv 


wriggle /'rig]/ vi,vt 1 move with quick, short, 


twistings; move along in this way: Small chil- 


wring /wrought 


dren ~ in their seats when they are bored. The 
eel ~d out of my fingers. 2 move with a wrig- 
gling motion: ~ one’s toes; ~ one’s way ош. в 
n[C] wriggling movement. 

wring /rin/ vt (pt,pp wrung /ran/) 1 twist; 
squeeze: ~ a hen’s neck, to kill it. wring 
one’s hands, squeeze them together (to 
show sorrow, etc). 2 twist and squeeze some- 
thing tightly (to force out water): ~ out wet 
clothes. wringing wet, very wet. 3 (fig) 
force a person to confess, by persuasion, 
threats, etc: ~ the truth cut cof him. оп [К] 
squeeze: Give it another ~. 
wringer /'rina(r)/, machine for wringing(2). 

wrinkle /'rink!/ и [С] small fold or line in the 
skin (esp of the kind produced by age) or on 
the surface of something: She’s beginning to 
get ~s round her eyes. She ironed out the ~s in 
her dress. п vt,vi make, get, have, wrinkles in: 
~ up one’s forehead, eg when worrying; ~d 
with age. 
wrinkly /'rinkli/ adj 

wrist /rist/ n [C] joint between the hand and 
the arm: He took me by the~. 
'wrist-band, band of cloth worn round the 
wrist, eg by tennis-players. 
'wrist-watch, watch worn on the wrist. 

writ /rit/ п [С] 1 written order issued in the 
name of a ruler or an official to do or not todo 
something: a ~ for the arrest of a suspected 
criminal. 2 Holy W~, the Bible. 

write /rait/ vi,vt (pt wrote /raut/, pp written 
/‘ritn/) 1 make letters or other symbols (eg 
ideographs) on a surface, esp with a pen or 
pencil on paper: learn to read and ~. Гуе been 
writing (for) three hours. Are we to ~ in ink or 
(in) pencil? 2 put down (on paper) by means of 
words, etc: ~ words/Chinese characters] 
shorthand; ~ one’s name; ~ а cheque/a book; 
~ an application (by filling in the spaces with 
words, figures, etc). 3 do the work of an 
author; compose for publication: ~ a novel; ~ 
for the newspapers; make a living by writing. 4 
write and. send a letter (to, or informal, without 
to): He promised to ~ (to) me every week. He 
~s home|~s to his parents regularly. 5 (usual- 
ly passive) show clear signs of: He had pain| 
honesty written on his face. 
6 (special uses with adverbial particles and 
prepositions): 
write sth down, put down (on paper) in 
words: You'd better ~ the address down before 
you forget it. 
write in for sth, apply by letter for. 
write off (for sth), order by post: ~ off for 
an application form. write sth off, (a) com- 
pose quickly and easily: ~ off a report. (b) 
cancel; recognize that something is a loss or 
failure: ~ off a debt. He has just written off a 
new car, damaged it beyond repair, so that the 
insurers regard it as a loss. Hence, 'write-off 
п: The burnt-out airliner was a complete ~-off, 
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had no value whatever. 
write sth out, write the whole of; write in 
full: ~ out a copy of an agreement; ~ out an 
abbreviation, write the actual words. write 
out a cheque, fill one in. 
write sth up, complete: ~ up one’s diary. I 
must ~ up my notes of the lecture. Hence, 
lwrite-up n[C] written account of an event. 

writer /'raito(r)/ п [С] 1 person who writes: 
the ~ of this letter. 2 author. 
writer’s cramp, cramp of the muscles in the 
hand, causing difficulty in writing. 

writhe /raid/ vi twist or roll about (in pain) 
(mental or physical): writhing under insults. 

writ-ing /'raitin/ n 1 [U] (in the senses of the 
verb write): busy with his ~; put something 
down in ~. 2 = handwriting. 3 (p/) literary 
work: the ~s of Swift. 
'writing-ink, ink for writing (contrasted 
with printing-ink). 
'writing-paper, (esp) paper cut to the size 
usual for letters. 

writ-ten /'ritn/ > write. 

wrong /ron US: ro:n/ adj (contrasted with 
right) 1 not morally right; unjust: Jt is ~ to 
steal. 2 mistaken; unsuitable; improper: He 
has ях ~ answers in his arithmetic. You ve 
dialled the ~ number (when telephoning). Can 
you prove that I am{that my opinions are ~? 
We got into the ~ train. Go the ~ way. be 
caught on the wrong foot, © foot'(1).3 
out of order; in a bad condition: There’s no- 
thing ~ with the engine—perhaps there’s no 
petrol in the tank. о adv in a wrong manner: 
guess ~. You’ ve spelt my name ~. You’ ve got it 
~, have misunderstood, miscalculated, etc. 
go wrong, (a) take the wrong path or road. 
(b) have а bad or poor result; fail: All our 
plans went ~. (с) (informal) (of a machine, 
etc) break down. (d) take to immorality: 
What's the best way to help young girls who go 
^/?оп1 [9] what is morally wrong; [С] wrong 
action: know the difference between right and 
~,;do~, sin. Two ~s don’t make a right. 2 [U] 
injustice; unjust treatment; [C] instance of 
this; unjust action: suffer ~; do ~ 10 her.3 in 
the wrong, responsible for an error, for hav- 
ing caused a quarrel, etc: He admitted that he 
was in the ~. в vt treat unjustly; be unfair to: 
Не ~ed me when he said that I was envious. 
wrong-ful /-fl/ adj unjust; unlawful: ~/ful 
dismissal (from employment). 
wrong-fully /-fali/ adv 
wrong-ly adv in a wrong manner (used esp 
before a pp): ~ly informed] directed] accused. 

wrong-doer /'rpndu:a(r)/ п [С] person who 
does wrong; criminal. 

wrote /raut/ > write. 

wrought /ro:t/ pt,pp of work; beaten into 
shape: ~ iron. >> also overwrought. 
iwrought-'up adj over-excited; extremely 
agitated. 
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wrung /ran/ > wring. 

wry /rai/ adj (wrier, wriest) pulled or twisted 
out of shape: a ~ smile, a forced smile that 
shows disappointment. 
мигу Лу adv 


Хх 


Х, х /eks/ (p/ X's, x's /'eksiz/) 1 the 24th letter 
of the English alphabet. 2 symbol for the Ro- 
man numeral 10. 3 (algebra) first unknown 
quantity. 

xeno-phobia /,zeno'faubie/ и [U] great 
hatred or fear of strangers or foreigners. 

Xmas /'krismas/ и (common abbr for) Christ- 
mas. 

X-ray /'eks rei/ и [С] (apparatus for using a) 
form of short-wave ray that penetrates solids 
and makes it possible to see into or through 
them; photograph taken by this means. с vt 
examine, treat, photograph, with X-rays. 

xylo-phone /'zailofsun/ п [С] musical in- 
strument of parallel wooden bars, of different 
lengths, which produce different notes when 
struck with small wooden hammers. 


Y, у /wai/ (pl Y's, y's /waiz/) the 25th letter of 
the English alphabet. 

yacht /jot/ n [С] 1 light sailing-boat built 
specially for racing. 2 (usually motor-driven) 
vessel kept by a wealthy person for pleasure- 
cruising. о vi travel or race ina yacht. 
yacht-ing, the art, sport, of sailing yachts. 

yak /jek/ п [С] long-haired ox, wild or domes- 
ticated, of Central Asia. 

yam /jzm/ п [C,U] (edible tuber of) kinds of 
tropical climbing plant. 

yank /jenk/ vt give a sudden sharp pull to: ~ 
out a tooth. 

yap /jzp/ vi (-pp-) 1 (esp of dogs) make short, 
sharp barks. 2 (s/) talk noisily or foolishly. on 
[С] short, shrill bark. 

yard' /а:4/ п [С] 1 (usually unroofed) en- 
closed or partly enclosed space near or round 
a building or group of buildings: а 'farm~. 2 
(usually in compounds) enclosure for a special 
purpose: the 'railway ~; a'dock~. 

yard? /ja:d/ п [С] 1 unit of length, 3 feet or 36 
inches: Can you still buy cloth by the ~ in Bri- 
tain? 2 long, piece of wood like a pole fastened 
to a mast for supporting and spreading a sail. 


wrung/yes 


'yard-stick, (fig) standard of comparison. 

yarn /ja:n/ п 1 [0] fibres which have been 
spun for knitting, weaving, etc. 2 [C] (infor- 
mal) story; traveller’s tale. spin a yarn, tella 
story (often untrue). в vi tell yarns. 

yash-mak /'jefmzk/ и [С] veil worn in pub- 
lic by some Muslim women. 

yawn /jo:n/ vi 1 (usually involuntarily) open 
the mouth wide and inhale as when sleepy or 
bored. 2 be wide open: a ~ing gap. оп [С] act 
of yawning(1). 

yaws /jo:z/ п pl contagious tropical skin 
disease. 

year /j3:(r) US: рэг/ п [С] 1 time taken by the 
earth in making one revolution round the sun, 
about 3651 days. 2 period from 1 January to 
31 December (also called the calendar ~): in 
the ~ 1865; last ~~; this ~~; next ~; the ~ after 
next. year ‚т year ‘out, year after year. аЙ 
the ,year 'round, at all times of the year. 3 
any period of 365 consecutive days: /t is just a 
~ since I arrived here. He’s twenty ~s of age| 
twenty ~s old. 4 period of one year associated 
with something: the academic ~, for schools, 
colleges and universities (beginning, in GB 
and US, in the autumn); the financial ~, for 
making up accounts. 5 for years, for a long 
time: We’ ve been friends for ~s. 

year-ly adj, adv (taking place) every year; 
once a year. 

year-ling /'j3:lin/ и [С] animal between one 
and two years old. 

yearn /j3:n/ vi long for with great, tender feel- 
ing, affection, etc: He ~ed for home. 
yearn-ing n[U] (also p/) strong desire. 

yeast /ji:st/ п [С] substance used in ferment- 
ing beer, wine and in making bread rise. 
yeasty adj 

yell /jel/ vi,vt 1 make a loud sharp cry or cries 
as of pain, excitement, etc: ~ with fright] 
laughter. 2 say in a loud voice: ~ (out) an ord- 
er.an[C}loud, sharp cry: a~ of terror. 

yel-low /'jelou/ п [3], adj 1 (of) the colour of 
gold or the yolk of a hen’s egg. 2 (informal) 
cowardly: He has a ~ streak in him. a vt,vi 
(cause to) become yellow: The leaves of the 
book were ~ed/had ~ed with age. 

yellow Чеуег, infectious tropical disease 
causing the skin to turn yellow. 

yellow ‘pages, (section of a) telephone 
directory listing businesses, professions and 
services. 

yellow-ish /-1{/ adja little yellow. 
yellow-ness7[U] 

yelp /jelp/ vi, п [С] (make a) short, sharp cry 
(of pain, anger, excitement, etc). 

yes /jes/ particle (contrasted with no) express- 
ing agreement, affirmation, consent, etc: “Can 
you read this? ‘Yn. ‘Dont you like 
it?—‘Y~. (= ‘Yes, I do like it’) ‘Isn't she 
beautiful? —‘Y~, isn’t she? ап [С]: Answer 
with a plain‘ Ум.” or ‘No’. 


yesterday /zeal 


yes-ter-day /'jestodi/ adv, п [С] (on) the day 
just past; (on) the day before today: He arrived 
~. Y~ was Sunday. Where’s ~’s newspaper? 

yet /jet/ adv 1 by this or that time; up to now; 
up to then: They are not here ~ {not ~ here. At 
20 clock they had not ~ decided how to spend 
the afternoon. 2 so far; up to this/that time: 
Has уоиг brother arrived ~? We needn't do it 
just ~. & already, still. 3 still (the usual 
word): Go at once while there is ~ time, while it 
is not too late. 4 at some future time; before all 
is over: He may surprise us all~.5 as yet, up 
to now or then: As ~ we havefhad not made 
any plans for the holidays. 0 conj but at the 
same time: He worked hard and ~ he failed. 

yew /ju:/ и [С] (also '~-tree) tree with dark- 
green leaves and red berries, often used for 
garden hedges; [U] wood of this tree. 

yield /ji:ld/ vt,vi1 give a natural product, a re- 
sult or profit: trees that ~ fruit. 2 give way 
(to); cease opposition: We will never ~ to 
force. Не ~ed to temptation. an{C,U] amount 
produced: а good ~ of wheat. 
yieid-ing adj (a) easily giving way or bend- 
ing. (Ъ) (fig) not obstinate. 

yip-pee /'j:pi/ int expression of joy. 

yodel /'jaudi/ vr,vi (-Il-: US also -I-) sing (a 
song), make a musical call, with frequent 
changes from the normal voice to high falsetto 
notes, in the manner of Swiss mountaineers. o 
п [С] sucha song or call. 
yodel-ler (US also yodeler), person who 
yodels. 

yoga /'javga/ п [U] Hindu system of medita- 
tion and self-control intended to produce 
mystical experience and the union of the 
individual soul with the universal spirit. 

yogi /'jaugi/ п [С] {р/ ~s) teacher of, expert in, 
yoga. 

yo-gurt, yo-ghurt, yo-ghourt /'jogat 
US: jaugart/ п [Ч] semi-solid food made from 
fermented milk. 

yoke /jauk/ п [С] 1 shaped piece of wood 
placed across the necks of oxen pulling a cart, 
plough, etc. 2 (fig) symbol of defeat, etc: throw 
off the ~ of servitude, rebel; refuse to obey. 3 
shaped piece of wood to fit a person’s shoul- 
ders and support a pail at each end. 4 (dress- 
making) part of a dress, etc fitting round the 
shoulders from which the rest hangs. а vt,vi1 
put a yoke on (oxen). 2 unite: ~d fo an unwil- 
ling partner. 

yokel /'jouki/ n[C] simple countryman. 

yolk /jook/ 1 [С/Ц] yeliow part of an egg: Beat 
up the ~s of three eggs. 

yon-der /'jonda(r)/ adj, adv (literary) (that is, 
that can be seen) over there. 

yoo-hoo | ju: ‘hu:/ int (informal) (used to call 
a greeting toa friend, etc). 

you /ju:/ personal pron 1 the person(s) 
addressed: Y~ are my friend. Does heknow~? 
2 (informal) one; anyone: И is much easier to 
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cycle with the wind behind~. 

you'd /ju:d/ = you had; you would. 

you'll /ju:l/ = you will. 

young /jan/ adj (-er, -est) 1 (contrasted with 
old) not far advanced in life, growth, develop- 
ment, etc; of recent birth or origin: a ~ 
woman]tree/animail/nation. 2 still near its be- 
ginning: The evening/century 15 still ~. 3 (used 
before a person’s name to distinguish, esp, a 
son from his father): Y~ Jones is always ready 
to help his parents. 4 (used as a form of ad- 
dress): Now listen to me, ~ man|/my ~ lady! 5 
having little practice or experience (in some- 
thing): ~ in crime. © old(2).on1 then, 
young people; children: books for the ~. 2[U] 
offspring; young animals, birds: The cat 
fought to defend its ~. 
young-ish /'jangif/ adj fairly young. 
young:ster /'jansta(r)/, child, youth, esp a 
boy. 

your /j9:(r) US: joar/ possessive adj belonging 
to, relating to, you: Show me ~ hands. You'll 
see the post office on your right, ie the right 
side. 

you’ re /jo:(r) US: juar/ = youare. 

yours /jo:z US: juarz/ possessive pron 1 of, be- 
longing to, you: /s that book ~? I borrowed a 
book of ~. 2 (used to end a letter). > 
affectionately/faithfully/sincerely/truly. 

your-self /jo:'self US: juar'self/ pron (pl 
-selves /-'selvz/) 1 (reflexive): Did you hurt ~? 
2 (used for emphasis): You ~ said so. You said 
so~. (all) by yourself, (a) alone. (b) with- 
out help. 

youth /ju:6/ п (p/ ~s /ju:6z/) 1 [U] the state or 
time of being young: the friends of one’s ~; in 
ту ~, when I was young. 2 [С] young man: 
Half a dozen ~s were standing at the street 
corner. 3 (collective) young men and women: a 
'~ centre/club, for the leisure time activities of 
young people. 
youth-ful /-fl/ adj young; having the quali- 
ties, etc of young people: а ~ ful appearance. 
youth-fully /-fali/ adv 
youth-ful-ness п [0] 

you've /ju:v/ = уоийауе. 

yowl /javul/ у поч. 

yule /ju:1/ п (dated) Christmas. 
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Z, 2 /7е4 US: zi:/ (piZ's, z's |zeds US: zi:z/) the 
26th and last letter of the English alphabet. 

zany /'zein1/ adj pleasantly foolish; odd. | 

zeal /zi:1/ п [0] great interest and effort: work 
with great~. 
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zeal-ous /'zelas/ adj enthusiastic (the usual 
word). 

zebra /'zebra/ и [С] (p/ ~s) wild animal of Af- 
rica like a horse, with dark stripes on its body. 
zebra ‘crossing, street-crossing marked 
with broad white stripes, at which pedestrians 
have priority over traffic. 

Zen /zen/ п [0] form of Buddhism, teaching 
that enlightenment comes from meditation 
and intuition, with less dependence on the 
scriptures. 

zen:ith /'zeni6 US: 'zi:ni6/ п [С] 1 part of the 
sky directly overhead. 2 (fig) highest point (of 
one’s fame, fortunes, etc): at the ~ of his 
career. 

zero /'ziorau/ п [С] (pl ~s) 1 the figure 0. 2 the 
point between the positive (+) and negative 
(—) on a scale, esp on a thermometer: The 
thermometer fell to ~ last night. It was ten 
degrees below ~ (eg —10°C or —10°F). © 
absolute zero. 

'zero hour, time at which (military) opera- 
tions are to begin: Z~ hour was 3am. 

zest /zest/ и [0] 1 great interest or pleasure: 
He entered into our plans with ~. 2 (often with 
a, an) pleasing or stimulating quality or flav- 
our: Garlic adds ~ 10 а stew. 

Zig-Zag /'zigzeg/ п [С] line or path which 
turns right and left alternately at sharp (equal 
or unequal) angles: (as an adjective) a ~ path 
up the hillside. а adv in a zigzag. о vi (-gg-) go 
in a zigzag: The drunken man ~ged down the 
Street. 

zinc /zink/ п [Ч] hard, bluish-white metal 
(symbol Zn) used т alloys and in coating iron 
sheets, etc to protect against rust. 

Zip /zip/ п [С] 1 sound as of a bullet going 
through the air, or of the sudden tearing of 
cloth. 2 = zip-fastener. с vt (-pp-) open ог 
close by means of a zip-fastener. 
zip-fastener /'zip fa:sna(r) US: fes-/ п [С] 
(informal = zip-per /'zipa(r)/) device for 
locking together two toothed metal or plastic 
edges by means of a sliding tab, used for 
fastening articles of clothing, bags, etc. 

zip code /'z1p koud/ n(US) = postcode. 

zither /'zid0(r)/ п [С] musical instrument with 
many strings on a flat sounding-board, played 
with a plectrum or the fingers. 

zo-diac /'zaudiek/ п belt of the heavens ех- 
tending about 8° on each side of the path fol- 
lowed by the sun and containing the path of 
the planets, divided into 12 equal parts known 
as the signs of the ~, named after 12 groups of 
stars. 

zone /7э0п/ и [C] 1 belt, band or stripe going 
round, and distinguished by colour, appear- 
ance, etc. 2 one of the five parts into which the 
earth’s surface is divided by imaginary lines 
parallel to the equator. 3 area with particular 
features, purpose or use: the war ~; the '4ап- 
ger ~; asmokeless ~, (usually urban) areas in 


which only smokeless fuels may be used. 4 
(US) particular area in which certain postal, 
telephone, etc rates are charged. с vt encircle, 
divide, mark, with, into, or as with a zone. 
‘zonal /-nl/ adj relating to, arranged in, zones. 

ZOO /zu:/ п [С] (pi ~s) zoological gardens. 

zo-ologi-cal /,zau0'lod3ikl/ adj of zoology: 
~ gardens, place where many kinds of animals 
are kept for exhibition. 

zo-ol-ogist /zou'plod3ist/ п [С] student of, 
expert in, zoology. 

zo-ol-ogy /720'01э45!/ п [U] science of the 
structure, forms and distribution of animals. 

zoom /zu:m/ n [0] (low, deep humming 
sound of the) sudden upward flight of an air- 
craft. с vi1 (of aircraft) move upwards at high 
speed. 2 (of a camera with a zoom lens): ~ in/ 
out, cause the object being photographed to 
appear nearer/further. 
зоот lens, (on a camera), one with con- 
tinuously variable focal length. 

zuc-chini /zu:'ki:ni/ (p/ ~s or unchanged) 
(esp US) = courgette. 
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Irregular Verbs 


Note: Full phonetic transcriptions of the irregular past tense-and past participle forms 
are given in the entries on the infinitive forms in the dictionary. 


Infinitive 


behold 
bend 
bereave 
beseech 
beset 
bet 
bid 
bind 
bite 
bleed 
blend 
bless 
blow 
break 
breed 
bring 
broadcast 
build 
burn 
burst 
buy 
cast 
catch 
chide 
choose 
cleave 
cling 
clothe 
come 
cost 
creep 
crow 


Past Tense 


abode, abided 
arose 
awoke 
was 

bore 

beat 
became 
befell 
begot 
began 
beheld 
bent 
bereaved, bereft 
besought 
beset 

bet, betted 
bade, bid 
bound 

bit 

bled 
blended 
blessed, blest 
blew 
broke 

bred 
brought 
broadcast 
built 
burnt, burned 
burst 
bought 
cast 
caught 
chid 
chose 
clove, cleft 
clung 
clothed 
came 

cost 

crept 
crowed 
cut 

dared 
dealt 

dug 

did 

drew 
dreamed, dreamt 
drank 
drove 
dwelt 

ate 

fell 

fed 

felt 

fought 


Past Participle 


abode, abided 
arisen 
awake, awoke 
been 
borne, born 
beaten 
become 
befallen 
begotten 
begun 
beheld 
bent, bended 
bereaved, bereft 
besought 
beset 
bet, betted 
bidden, bid 
bound 
bitten, bit 
bled 
blended 
blessed, blest 
blown 
broken 
bred 
brought 
broadcast 
built 
burnt, burned 
burst 
bought 
cast 
caught 
chidden, chid 
chosen 
cloven, cleft 
clung 
clothed 
come 
cost 
crept 
crowed 
cut 
dared 
dealt 
dug 
done 
drawn 
dreamed, dreamt 
drunk 
driven 
dwelt 
eaten 
fallen 
fed 
felt 
fought 
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Infinitive 


forbear 
forbid 
forecast 
foresee 
foretell 
forget 
forgive 
forsake 
forswear 
freeze 


grow 
hamstring 
hang 
have 
hear 
heave 
hew 
hide 
hit 
hold 
hurt 
inlay 
keep 
kneel 
knit 
know 
lay 
lead 
learn 
leave 
lend 
let 

lie 
light 
lose 
make 
mean 
meet 
melt 
mislay 
mislead 
misspell 
mistake 


Irregular Verbs 


misunderstand 


mow 
outdo 
overcome 
overdo 
overhang 
overhear . 
overlay 
override 
overrun 
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Past Tense 


found 

fled 

flung 

flew 
forbore 
forbade, forbad 
forecast, forecasted 
foresaw 
foretold 
forgot 
forgave 
forsook 
forswore 
froze 

got 

gilded, gilt 
gave 

went 
ground 
grew 
hamstrung 
hung, hanged 
had 

heard 
heaved, hove 
hewed 

hid 

hit 

hold 

hurt 

inlaid 

kept 

knelt 
knitted, knit 
knew 

laid 

led 

learnt, learned 
left 

lent 

let 

lay 

lighted, lit 
lost 

made 
meant 

met 

melted 
mislaid 
misled 
misspelt 
mistook 
misunderstood 
mowed 
outdid 
overcame 
overdid 
overhung 
overheard 
overlaid 
overrode 


_ overran 


‚ Past Participle 


found 

fled 

flung 

flown 
forborne 
forbidden 
forecast, forecasted 
foreseen 
foretold 
forgotten 
forgiven 
forsaken 
forsworn 
frozen 

got, (US) gotten 
gilded 

given 

gone 

ground 
grown 
hamstrung 
hung, hanged 
had 

heard 
heaved, hove 
hewed, hewn 
hidden, hid 
hit 

held 

hurt 

inlaid 

kept 

knelt 

knitted, knit 
known 

laid 

led 

learnt, learned 
left 

lent 

let 

lain 

lighted, lit 
lost 

made 

meant 

met 

melted, molten 
mislaid 
misled 
misspelt 
mistaken 
misunderstood 
mown, (US) mowed 
outdone 
overcome 
overdone 
overhung 
overheard 
overlaid 
overridden 
overrun 


Infinitive 
oversee 
overshoot 
oversieep 
overtake 
overthrow 
overwork 
partake 
pay 
prove 
put 
read 
rebuild 
recast 
redo 
relay 
remake 
rend 
repay 
rerun 
reset 
reteil 
rewrite 
rid 

ride 
ring 
rise 
run 
saw 
say 

see 
seek 
sell 
send 
set 
sew 
shake 
shave 
shear 
shed 
shine 
shoe 
shoot 
show 
shred 
shrink 
shut 
sing 
sink 

sit 

slay 
sleep 
slide 
sling 
slink 
slit 
smell 
smite 
sow 
speak 
speed 
spell 
spend 


Past Tense 


oversaw 
overshot 
oversiept 
overtook 
overthrew 
overworked 
partook 
paid 
proved 
put 
read/red/ 
rebuilt 
recast 
redid 
relaid 
remade 
rent 
repaid 
reran 
reset 
retold 
rewrote 
rid, ridden 
rode 

rang 

rose 

ran 
sawed 
said 

saw 
sought 
sold 

sent 

set 
sewed 
shook 
shaved 
sheared 
shed - 
shone /[оп/ (US) /Jaun/ 
shod 
shot 
showed 
shredded 
shrank, shrunk 
shut 

sang 
sank 

Sat 

slew 
siept 

slid 

slung 
slunk 

slit 

smelt 
smote 
sowed 
spoke 
sped, speeded 


‘spelt, spelled 
‘spent 
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Past Participle 


overseen 
overshot 
overslept 
overtaken 
overthrown 
overworked, overwrought 
partaken 
paid 
proved, proven 
put 
read/red/ 
rebuilt 
recast 
redone 
relaid 
remade 
rent 

repaid 
rerun 

reset 
retold 
rewritten 
rid, ridden 
ridden 
rung 

risen 

run 

sawn (sawed) 
said 

seen 
sought 


‘sold 
“sent 


set 

sewn 

shaken 

shaved, shaven 
shorn, sheared 
shed 

shone /fon/ (US) /faun/ 
shod 

shot 

shown, showed 
shredded 
shrunk, shrunken 
shut 

sung 

sunk, sunken 
sat 

slain 

slept 

slid, slidden 
slung 

slunk 

slit 

smelt 

smitten 


sown, sowed 


spoken 
sped, speeded 
spelt, spelled 
spent 
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Infinitive 
spill 
spin 
spit 
split 
spoil 
spread 
spring 
stand 
stave 
steal 
stick 
sting 
stink 
strew 
stride 
strike 
string 
strive 
swear 
sweep 
swell 
swim 
swing 
take 
teach 
tear 
tell 
think 
thrive 
throw 
thrust 
tread 


understand 


undertake 
undo 
upset 
wake 
waylay 
wear 
weave 
wed 

weep 

win 

wind 
withdraw 
withhold 
withstand 
work 
wring 
write 
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Irregular Verbs 


Past Tense 
spilt, spilled 
spun, span 
spat 

split 

spoilt, spoiled 
spread 
sprang 
stood 
staved, stove 
stole 

stuck 

stung 
stank, stunk 
strewed 
strode 
struck 
strung 
strove 
swore 
swept 
swelled 
swam 
swung 
took 

taught 

tore 

told 
thought 
throve, thrived 
threw 
thrust 

trod 
understood 
undertook 
undid 

upset 

woke 
waylaid 
wore 

wove 
wedded 
wept 

won 
winded, wound 
withdrew 
withheld 
withstood 
worked 
wrung 
wrote 


Past Participle 
spilt, spilled 
spun 

spat 

split 

spoilt, spoiled 
spread 

sprung 

stood 

staved, stove 
stolen 

stuck 

stung 

stunk 

strewn, strewed 
stridden 
struck, stricken 
strung 

striven 

sworn 

swept 
swollen, swelled 
swum 

swung 

taken 

taught 

torn 

told 

thought 
thriven, thrived 
thrown 

thrust 

trodden 
understood 
undertaken 
undone 

upset 

woken 
waylaid 

worn 

woven 
wedded, wed 
wept 

won 

winded, wound 
withdrawn 
withheld 
withstood 
worked 

wrung 

written 


Appendix 2 Common abbreviations 


'A-bomb atomic bomb 

A'A Alcoholics Anonymous; 
Association 

АА'А Amateur Athletics Association 

a/c account 

acc(t) account 

ad(vt) advertisement 

‚АТО Anno Domini in the year of the Lord 
add(r) address 

А G'M Annual General Meeting 

‚ат ante meridiem before noon 

amp ampere(s) 

anon anonymous 

ANZAC /'enzek/ Australia and New Zealand 
Army Corps 

appro /'eprau/ approval 

approx approximately 

Apr April 

arr arrival; arrives 

ASEAN Association of South East Asian 
Nations | 

а$$ос associate; association 

asst assistant 

Aug August 

‚АМ Audio-Visual; Authorized Version 

(of the Bible) 

Av(e) Avenue 

AW O'!L absent without leave 


Automobile 


b born 
ib &'b bed and breakfast 
:B'A (GB) Bachelor of Arts; 
British Airways 
‚В B'C British Broadcasting Corporation 
‚В'С Before Christ; British Council 
bk book 
bldg(s) building(s) 
ib'o body: odour; box office 
Br Brother 
Brig Brigadier 
Brit Britain; British 
Bro(s) Brother(s) 
B Sc /,bi: es 'si:/ (GB) Bachelor of Science 
‚В S'T British Summer Time 


C Centigrade; (Roman) 100 

с cent(s); century; circa about; cubic 
са circa about, approximately 

Capt Captain 

Cath Catholic 

ic'c cubic centimetre(s) 

сс capita chapters; centuries 

iC'D Corps Diplomatique Diplomatic Service 
Cdr Commander 

cert certificate; certified 

ic'f confer compare with 

Cg centigram 

ch central heating 

ch(ap) chapter 

ich'w constant hot water 

‚СПА (US) Central Intelligence Agency 

‚СПО (GB) Criminal Investigation 
Department 


‚ ,C-in-'C Commander-in-Chief 


cl class; centilitre(s) 

cm centimetre(s) 

Co (commerce) Company 

c/o care of 

‚С O'D Cash on Delivery 

iC of 'E /,s1: av '1:/ Church of England 
COI (GB) Central Office of Information 
Coll College 

concl concluded; conclusion 

Cons (GB) Conservative (political party) 
cont contents; continued 

Co-op /'kau ор/ Co-operative (Society) 
Corp Corporation 

cp compare with 

Ср! Corporal 

Cres(c) Crescent 

cu cubic 

cwt hundredweight 


D Roman 500 

d died 

,D'D Doctor of Divinity 

,D D'T Dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane 
insecticide 

Dec December 

dec deceased 

deg degree(s) 

dep departs; departure; deputy 

Dept Department 

diag diagram 

diff difference; different 

Dip Diploma 

Dip Ed /,dip 'ed/ Dipoma in Education 
Dir Director 

“DIY do it yourself > do?(1) 

‚ОУ dinner jacket; disc jockey 

‚О N'A deoxyribonucleic acid basic constituent 
of the gene 

dol dollar(s) 

doz dozen 

D Phil /,di: 'fil/ Doctor of Philosophy 
Dr Doctor; Drive (ie small road) 

dr dram(s) 


E east 

;EE'C European Economic Community 
(the Common Market) 

EFTA /'efta/ European Free Trade 
Association 

‚е'9 exempli gratia for exmple, for instance 
encl enclosed 

ENE east northeast 

Eng Engineer(ing); England; English 

iE'R Elizabeth Regina Queen Elizabeth 
ESE east southeast 

,ES'P Extra-Sensory Perception 

Esq Esquire 

eta estimated time of arrival 

et al /,et 'el/ et alii and other people; 
et alia and other things 

etc /,et 'setra/ et cetera and the rest; 
and all the others 


761 


Appendix 2 Common abbreviations 


etd estimated time of departure 
eve evening 
excl excluding; exclusive 


F Fahrenheit; Fellow 

+ foot; feet; female; feminine 

‚РА Football Association 

1FA'O Food and Agricultural Organization 

‚ЕВЧ (US) Federal Bureau of Investigation: 
Federation of British Industries 

Feb February 

Fed Federal; Federated: Federation 
fem female; feminine 

FIFA /'fi:fa/ International Federation 
of Football Associations 
fig figurative; figure 

fl fluid; floor 

‚ЕЮ (GB) Foreign Office 

fol(l) following 

for foreign 

Fr Father; Franc; France: French 
Fri Friday 

iFR'S Fellow of the Royal Society 

ft foot; feet 

furn furnished 

fwd forward 


gal(l) gallon(s) 

‚С'В Great Britain 

Gdn(s) Garden(s) 

Gen General 

‚СЧ (US) enlisted soldier 

Gk Greek 

gm gram(s) ° 

‚СМИТ Greenwich Mean Time 
gov(t) government 

‚С!'Р General Practitioner © general 
‚СРЮ General Post Office 

gt great | 


В hour; height 

'H-bomb Hydrogen bomb 

‚НМ His/Her Majesty. 
‚НМ!$ His/Her Majesty’s Ship 
»#HMS'O His/Her Majesty’s Stationery Office 
H of C House of Commons 

H of L House of Lords 

Hon Honorary: Honourable 
hosp hospital 

‚НР Hire Purchase; Horse Power 
‚НО Headquarters - 

hr hour(s) 

H RH His/Her Roval Highness 


| Island: Roman one 

ib; ibid ibidem in the same place 

Не id est which is to say, in other words 
ИО International Labour Organization 
ИМ!Е International Monetary Fund 

in inch(es) 

Inc Incorporated 

incl including; inclusive 

info /'infau/ information 
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Inst Institute 

int interior; internal; mternational 
intro introduction 

ИО'У I owe you 

"НЮ Intelligence Quotient comparative 
measure of intelligence 

ИВ'А Irish Republican Army 

Is Islands 

ИТМ (GB) independent television 


Jan January 
Jnr; Jr Junior 
Jul July 

Jun June; Junior 


kg kilogram(s) 

КС'В the USSR Committee for State Security 
km kilometre(s) 

‚КО knock-out 

ik p'h kilometres per hour 

kw kilowatt(s) 


L lake; little: Roman 50 

Lab (GB) Labour (political party) 
tang language 

lat latitude 

16 pound(s) (weight) 

Lib (GB) Liberal (political party); Liberation 

‚ЫР long-playing (record) 

,LS'D lysergic acid diethylamide 
drug inducing hallucinations 

Lt Lieutenant 

Ltd Limited 

lux luxury 


m male: married: metre(s); mile(s); million 

‚М'А Master of Arts 

Маг March 

masc masculine 

math /mz@/ (US) mathematics 

maths /mz6@s/ (GB) mathematics 

max maximum 

Мс Megacycle(s) 

МЕТО /'mi:tau/ Middle East Treaty. 
Organization 

mg milligram(s) 

;Ml'5 (GB) National Security Division of 
Military Intelligence 

min minimum 

misc miscellaneous 

mkt market 

mf mile(s), millilitre(s) 

mm millimetre(s) 

;M'O Mail Order; Medical Officer; 

Money Order 

mod moderate; modern 

mod cons /,mod 'konz/ modern conveniences 
Mon Monday 

‚МОТ (GB) Ministry of Transport (vehicle | 
test) 

;M'P Member of Parliament 
Commons); Military Police 
mpg miles per gallon 


(House of 


mph miles per hour 

Mr, Mrs, Ms > dictionary entries 
М Sc /,em es 'si:/ Master of Science 
Mt Mount 

N north 

NATO /'neitau/ North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation 

‚МВ nota bene take special note of 
МЕ northeast 

iN H'S (GB) National Health Service 
N NE north northeast 

N NW north northwest 

no(s) number(s) 

Nov November 

nr near 

iINS,PC'C (GB) National Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
МТ New Testament 

N W northwest 


‚О A'S (US) Organization of American States 

Ю A'U Organization for African Unity 

Oct October 

OHMS Оп Her/His Majesty’s Service 

ono or nearest offer 

OPEC Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries 

Opp opposite 

OT Old Testament 

Oz ounce(s) 


р page; penny, pence; рег 

pa per annum (for) each year 

para(s) paragraph(s) 

iP'C Police Constable; (GB) Privy 
Councillor; (US) Peace Corps 

pd paid 

iP D S'A People’s Dispensary for Sick 
Animals 

;P'E physical education 

‚Р'В Paying Guest 

РКО /,pi: eitf 'di:/ Doctor of Philosophy 
Pk Park 

pkt packet 

PI Place 

РМ Prime Minister 

ip'm post meridiem after noon; per month 
PO Post Office; Postal Order 

iP'O Box Post Office Box 

pop popular; population 

poss possible; possibly 

‚РОМ Prisoner of War 

PP pages — 

pr pair; price 

iP'R Public Relations 

Pres President 

pro /prau/ professional 

;P R'O Public Records Office; Public Relations 
Officer 

pro tem /,prau 'tem/ pro tempore for the 
time being 

Prof (informally /prof/) Professor 

pron pronounced; pronunciation 


Appendix 2 Common abbreviations 


Prov Province 

Ps Psalm 

P'S Postscript 

pt part; payment; pint; point 

‚РТ Physical Training 

,РТ'А Parent-Teacher Association 
РТО Vlease turn over 


qt quart 
Qu Queen; Question 
iq'v quod vide which may be referred to 


R River; Royal 

г radius; right 

,В'А Rear-Admiral; Royal Academy; 
Royal Academician 

IR A'C Royal Automobile Club 

iR A'F (also /ref/) Royal Air Force 

iR'C Red Cross; Roman Catholic 
Rd Road 

rec(d) received 

ref referee /ref/; reference; refer(red) 
Rep repertory /rep/; Representative; 
Republic(an) 

ret(d) retired 

rev revolution 

Rev(d) Reverend 

‚ВИР requiescat/requiescant in pace 
may he/they rest in peace 

rm room 

RM Royal Marines 

‚А'М Royal Navy 

rpm revolutions per minute 

‚В SV'P répondez sil vous plait please reply 

iR S,P C'A Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals 

rt right 

Rt Hon Right Honourable 

Rt Rev Right Reverend 


S south 

sae stamped addressed envelope 
SALT /so:lt/ Strategic Arms Limitation Talks 
Sat Saturday 

s/c self-contained 

Sch School 

ЗЕ southeast 

ЗЕАТО /'si:tau/ South East Asia Treaty 
Organisation 

sec second(ary); secretary 

iS E'N State Enrolled Nurse 

Sen Senate; Senator; Senior 

Sept September 

iS'F Science Fiction 

sgd signed 

SHAPE Supreme Headquarters of Allied 
Powers in Europe 

Sn(r) Senior 

Soc Society 

Sq Square 

Sr Senior; Sister 

‚5 R'N State Registered Nurse 

SSE south southeast 
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S SW south southwest 

St Saint; Street 

Str Strait; Street 

sub(s) subscription; substitute 
Sun Sunday 

Supt Superintendent 

$ М southwest 


‚В Tuberculosis 

Tech /tek/ Technical (College) 

tel telephone 

temp temperature; temporary /temp/ 
Ter(r) Terrace; Territory 

Thurs Thursday 

‚ТМТ Trinitrotoluene explosive 
trans translated 

TU Trade Union 

ТУС (GB) Trades Union Congress 
Tues Tuesday 

iT'V television 


,U D'I unilateral declaration of 
independence 

UEFA /ju:'eifa/ Union of European 
Football Associations 

UFO /‘ju:fou/ unidentified flying object 

АК United Kingdom 

)U H'F ultra high frequency 

{U'N United Nations 

UNCTAD /'anktzd/ United Nations 
Conference on Trade Development 
UNESCO /ju:'neskau/ United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization 

UNICEF /'ju:nisef/ United Nations 
International Children’s Emergency Fund 
(or United Nations Children’s Fund) 
Univ University 

UNO /'ju:nau/ United Nations Organization 


764 


UNRWA /'anwa/ United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency 


V Roman 5; Victory; Volt 

vac /vek/ vacation 

VAT /vet/ Value Added Tax, & value(3) 
iV'C Vice Chairman; Vice Chancellor 
МО Venereal Disease 

iV H'F very high frequency 

МИР very important person 

viz /viz/ videlicet namely 

vol volume 

vs versus 

iV S'O (GB) Voluntary Service Overseas 


W west 

W watt(s); week; width; with 

м/с water closet 

WCC World Council of Churches 

АНТ (also /hu/) World Health Organization 
wk week; work 

WN W west northwest 

wpm words per minute 

iW RA'C Women’s Royal Army Corps 

iW R A'F Women’s Royal Air Force 

iW RN'S ‘also /renz/) Women’s Royal Naval 
Service 

W SW west southwest 

wt weight 


X Roman ten; a kiss; an unknown number, 
thing, name, etc 
Xmas Christmas 


1Y H'A Youth Hostels Association 

УМСА Young Men’s Christian Association 
yr year; your 

УМ/УС'А Young Women’s Christian 
Association 


Appendix 3 Numbers, weights and measures 


Note: alone (as in ‘alone hundred): ‘a /af hundred is а \ess formal 


usage than ‘one /wan/ hundred. 


Cardinal 


1 one /wan/ 
2 two /tu:/ 
3 three /Ori:/ 
4 four /fo:(r)/ 
5 five /farv/ 
6 six /siks/ 
7 seven /'sevn/ 
8 eight /eit/ 
9 nine /nain/ 
10 ten /ten/ 
11 eleven /1'levn/ 
12 twelve /twelv/ 
13 thirteen /,63:'ti:n/ 
14 fourteen /,fo:'ti:n/ 
15 fifteen /,fif'ti:n/ 
16 sixteen /,sik'sti:n/ 
17 seventeen /,sevn'ti:n/ 
18 eighteen /,e1'ti:n/ 
19 nineteen /,nain'ti:n/ 
20 twenty /'twenti/ 
21 twenty-one /,twent: 'wan/ 
22 twenty-two /,twenti 'tu:/ 
23 twenty-three /,twenti '@ri:/ 
30 thirty /'@3:t1/ 
38 thirty-eight /,03:ti 'eit/ 
40 forty /'fo:ti/ 
50 fifty /'fifts/ 
60 sixty /'sikst1/ 
70 seventy /'sevnt:/ 
80 eighty /'ert:/ 
90 ninety /'naint:/ 
100 a/one hundred /э, wan 'handrad/ 
1000 a/one thousand /э, wan '@auznd/ 
10000 ten thousand /,ten '@auznd/ 
100000 a/one hudred thousand 
/a, wan плпагэ4 '@auznd/ 
1 000 000 a/one million 
Ja, wan 'milian/ 


Vulgar Fractions 

} an/one-eighth /an, wan 'eit0/ 

1 a/one quarter /a, wan 'kwo:ta(r)/ 
4 а/опе third /a, wan '@3:d/ 

4 а/опе half /э, wan Фа: US: 'hef/ 
3 three-quarters /,Ori: 'kwo:taz/ 


Collective Numbers 

ба half dozen/half a dozen 

12 а/опе dozen (24 1$ two dozen not 
two dozens) 


Ordinal 


Ist first /f3:st/ 
2nd second /'sekand/ 
3rd third /@3:d/ 
4th fourth /fo:0/ 
Sth fifth /fif@ 
6th sixth /siks0/ 
7th seventh /'sevn@/ 
8th eighth /eit6/ 
9th ninth /nain@/ 
10th tenth /ten6/ 
1/th eleventh /Шеупб/ 
12th twelfth /twelf6/ 
13th thirteenth /,@3:'ti:n6/ 
14th fourteenth /,fo:'ti:n@/ 
15th fifteenth /,frf'ti:n@/ 
16th sixteenth /,sik'sti:n@/ 
17th seventeenth /,sevn'ti:n@/ 
18th eighteenth /e1'ti:n@/ 
19th nineteenth /,nam'ti:n@/ 
20th twentieth /'twentis0/ 
21st twenty-first /,twenti 'fa:st/ 
22nd twenty-second /,twenti 'sekond/ 
23rd twenty-third /,twenti '@3:d/ 
30th thirtieth /'@3:t196/ 
38th thirty-eighth /,63:ti 'e1t@/ 
40th fortieth /'fo:t1a8/ 
50th fiftieth /'fiftis0/ 
60th sixtieth /'stkst130/ 
70th seventieth /'sevntio0/ 
80th eightieth /'e1ti90/ 
90th ninetieth /'naimtis0/ 
100th ajone hundredth /э, wan 'handrad@/ 
1000th a/one thousandth /э, wan '@auznO/ 
10 000th ten thousandth /,ten '@auzn@/ 
100 000th a/one hundred thousandth 
/a, wan ,handrad '@auzn@/ 
1000 000th ajone millionth 
[э, wan 'milion@/ 


Decimal Fractions 


0:25 (;nought) point ,two Шуе 
0:33 (,nought) point ,three 'three 
0-5  (jnought) point Шуе 

0:75 (nought) point ,seven 'five 


20 a/one score 
144 a/one gross /graus/ 
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Time of day 
GB | US 
7.00 seven o’clock|seven am |,e1 'ет/ After is usual where GB has past: 
or seven pm |,pi: 'em/ 5.10 ten after five 
8.15 а quarter past eight/eight fifteen 5.15 a quarter after five 
9.45 a quarter to ten{nine forty-five 9.30 ‘nine thirty’ is more usual than ‘half past 
4.30 half past four[four thirty nine’ 
(informal) half four Of is common where GB has fo: 
5.10 ten (minutes) past fivelfive ten 7.45 a quarter of eight 
6.25 twenty-five (minutes) past six|five and 7.55 five of eight 


twenty past ях|ях twenty-five 
6.35 twenty-five (minutes) to seven{five and 
twenty (minutes) to seven{six thirty-five 
5.40 twenty (minutes) to six|five forty 
3.50 ten (minutes) to four|three fifty 
7.55 five (minutes) to eight|/seven fifty-five 
9.57 three minutes to ten|nine fifty-seven 
2.03 three minutes past two/two oh three 


Twenty-four hour clock Dates 
07.00 (ой) ,seven 'hundred hours 55 вс fifty-five Bc |,bi: 'si:/ 
= 7.00 am AD 55 AD /,e1 'di:/ fifty-five 
12.00 ,twelve ‘hundred hours en 
= midday/noon 


13.45 thirteen ога = 14a pm 3(rd) January 1985, often abbreviated to 


19.00 ,nineteen ‘hundred hours = 7.00 pm п 
24.00 ,twenty-four ‘hundred hours US 
= midnight January 3(rd) 1985, or Jan. 3, 1985 or 1/3/85 


The Metric system 


METRIC length GB & US 
“10 millimetres (mm) = | centimetre (cm) = 0-3937 inches (in) 
100 centimetres = | metre (m) = 39-37 inches or 1-094 yards (yd) 
1000 metres = | kilometre (km) = 0-62137 miles or about 3 mile 
surface 
100 square metres (sqm) = | are (a) = 0-0247 acres 
100 ares = | hectare (ha) = 2-471 acres 
100 hectares = | square kilometre (km?) = 0-386 square miles 


weight 
10 milligrams (mg) = | centigram (cg) = 0.1543 grains 
100 centigrams = | gram (g) = 15-4323 grains 
1000 grams = | kilogram (kg) = 2.2046 pounds 
1000 kilograms = | tonne = 19-684 cwt 
capacity 
1000 mililitres (ml) = | litre (1) = 1-75 pints (= 2-101 US pints) 
10 litres = | dekalitre (dl) = 2.1997 gallons (= 2:63 US 


gallons) 
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GB and US 


437} grains 
16 drams (dr) 
16 ounces 
14 pounds 

2 stone 
4 quarters 
112 pounds 
100 pounds 
20 см 
2000 pounds 
2240 pounds 


US Rams a We a eg | aie: Bae | 


Appendix 3 Numbers, weights and measures 


Avoirdupois weight 


grain (gr) 
ounce (0z) 
ounce 
pound (Ib) 
stone 
quarter 


hundredweight (cwt) 


cwl 
short cwt 
ton 
short ton 
long ton 


METRIC 
= 0-:0648 grams (gm) 
= 28-35 grams 
28-35 grams 
0-454 kilograms (kg) 
6-356 kilograms 
12-7 kilograms 
50-8 kilograms 
50-8 kilograms 
45-4 kilograms 
1016-04 kilograms 
0.907 metric tons 
1-016 metric tons 


a ee ae ey eS ak al 


Linear measure 


GB and US METRIC 
| inch (in) = 25-3995 millimetres (mm) 
12 inches = } foot (ft) = 30-479 centimetres (cm) 
3 feet = | yard (yd) = 0-9144 metres (т) 
51 yards = | rod, pole, or perch = 5-0292 metres 
22 yards = | chain (ch) = 20-1168 metres 
220 yards = 1 furlong (fur) = 201-168 metres 
8 furlongs = | mile = 1.6093 kilometres (km) 
1760 yards = | mile = 1.6093 kilometres 
3 miles = | league = 4-8279 kilometres 
Time 
60 seconds = | minute 4 weeks, or 28 days = | lunar month 
60 minutes = | hour 52 weeks, | day; or 13 
24 hours = 1 day lunar months, | day =1 year 
7 days = | week 365 days, 6 hours = | (Julian) year 
GB Money 
£ p (pounds and pence) 100 pence (100p) = 1 pound (£1) 
amount coin 
Sp a halfpenny /'heipni/, half a penny а halfpenny /‘heipni/ 
Ip a penny, (informal) one p |pi:/ a penny 
2p twopence /'tapans/, two pence, a twopenny /'tapni/ piece 
(informal) two р /p1:/ 
Sp five pence ‹ a fivepenny piece 
10р ten pence a tenpenny piece 
SOp fifty pence a fifty pence piece 
note 
£1 a pound, (s/) a quid a pound note 
£5, £10; £20 five/ten/twenty pounds; a five/ten/twenty pound note; 
(sl) five/ten/twenty quid (s/) а fiver/a tenner 
£3-82 three pounds eighty-two pence 
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full stop 


question 
mark 


exclamation 


mark 


comma 


colon 


semicolon 


dash 
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(') 


(,) 


(:) 


(;) 


Е 


Appendix 4 Punctuation 


(US = period), used to mark the end of a sentence: 
Edward walked into the hotel. 


used at the end of a direct question: 
Who was the last to arrive? 

(Note: It is not used at the end of an indirect question: 
He asked who had been the first to arrive.) 


(US also exclamation point), used at the end of a sentence express- 
ing anger, amazement or other strong emotion: 


Get out! 
What a wonderful surprise! 


1 used to separate items in a list: 
Red, pink, yellow and white flowers filled the vase. 
2 used after adverbial clauses and phrases, and phrases without 
a verb, that come before the main clause: 
When the sun shines brightly, the world seems a happier place. 
Happy and contented, she fell asleep. 


3 used before and after any element that interrupts the sentence:: 
The fire, although it had been put out, was still very hot. 
4 used before and after a part of a sentence which gives more 
information about the subject: 
The Alps, which are the highest mountains in Europe, are a 
popular centre for skiers. 
5 sometimes used to separate main causes joined by a con- 
junction. 
We looked forward to meeting him, but found him very unpleasant. 


(formal) 1 used after a main clause where the following state- 
ment illustrates the content of the clause: 


The garden had been neglected: it was full of weeds. 


2 used before a long list: 


Your shopping list should include the following items: sugar, 
bread, coffee, meat, vegetables. 


1 used to separate two parts of a sentence which are closely 
related. 


He had never been to Russia; it had always been his ambition. 
2 used to separate parts of a sentence already separated by 
commas. | 


There are two facts to consider: first, the weather; second, the 
expense. 


1 used instead of a colon or semicolon to make the writing more 
dramatic: 


People crowded in, ambulances arrived, flames roared into the 
air—-it was chaos. 


apostrophe (°) 


hyphen 


quotation 
marks 


(-) 


(’) 


Appendix 4 Punctuation 
2 used to isolate part of a sentence as a comment or for extra 
information: 


The idea—so I believe—came from my brother. 


1 used with ‘s’ to indicate the possessive: 
(a) singular noun: the dog’s /dvgz/ bone. 
(b) singular noun ending in ‘5’: 
the princess's [prin'sesiz/ smile. 
(c) singular proper noun ending in ‘s’ (two possible forms): 
King Charles’s |'tSa:lziz/ crown; King Charles’ ['tSa:lz/ crown. 
(d) plural noun: students’ /'stju:donts/ books. 
irregular plural: men’s /menz/ jackets. 
2 used in a contracted form to indicate the omission of letters or 
figures: 
Гт (=I am); he’s (he is/has); they'd (= they would/had); 
In?77 (= 1977). 
3 used with ‘s’ to form the plural of a letter, a figure or an 
abbreviation, when these are used as words in their own right. 
In modern usage it is often omitted after a figure or a capital letter: 
In the 1960’s/the 1960s; 
M P’s/MPs; 
He can’t pronounce his r’s. 


(Note: It must not be confused with the dash, which separates 
parts of a sentence. The hyphen is half the length of the dash.) 
1 used to form a compound from two other words: 
hard-hearted; radio-telescope; fork-lift truck. 
2 used to form a compound from a prefix: 
pre-recorded; ex-president; anti-Fascist. 


3 used to form a compound word from two other words which are 
separated by a preposition: 


mother-in-law; out-of-date. 


4 (esp GB) sometimes used to separate a prefix ending in a vowel 
from a word beginning with that same vowel: 


co-ordination, re-elect; pre-eminent. 
5 used in word-division at the end of a written line. 
(Note: (GB) usually ‘Fire!’ (single); (US) normally “Fire!” 
(double). Also called inverted commas or speech marks.) 
1 used to enclose words spoken: 
‘Come home soon, he said. 


2 used to enclose a word or phrase that is unusual, uncommon, 
or to separate it from the other words: 


Next, the clay pot had to be ‘fired’. 
We can use ‘make up a story or ‘make up an excuse’. 
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